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Nebraska  to  Take  Anti-Ascap  Fight  t 

RCA  TOJNTRODUCE  THEATRICAL  TELEM  IN  '40 

Industry  Legislation  to  Fore  as  Congress  Assembles 


Film   Biz  Has  Stake  in  Var- 
iety of.  Measures  to 
be  Considered 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — While  the  Neely  bill, 
passed  by  the  Senate  and  sent  to  the 
House  at  the  last  session,  looms  large 
in  the  Congressional  spotlight,  the 
session  opening  here  tomorrow  will 
see  industry  interest  centered  as 
well' on  copyright,  patent,  anti-trust 
and  trade  agreement. 

Congress  will  be  asked  to  consider 
copyright  legislation  evolved  by  the 
so-called  Shotwell  committee,  rep- 
resentative of  all  groups  interested 

{Continued  on  Page  11) 

talsotalIng 
accessories  deal 


Universal  and  Advertising  Acces- 
sories, Inc.,  are  reported  to  be  nego- 
tiating on  a  deal  similar  to  the  one 
recently  closed  between  Paramount 
and  the  National  Screen  Service  sub- 
sidiary. Progress  is  said  to  have 
been  made  although  no  pact  has  been 
signed  as  yet. 

If  deal  is  set,  the  accessories  or- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Kentucky  Film  Transit 

Line  is  Sought  by  TBA 

Louisville,  Ky. — Backed  by  the 
newly-organized  Theater  Business 
Association  of  Kentucky,  a  move  to 
establish  a  film  transit  line  cov- 
ering Kentucky  is  under  way,  Jesse 
L.  Lausman,  head  of  the  association, 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Maclntyre  to  Blanket  U.  S. 
in  Interest  of  RKO  Drive 


Prepare  Order  for  Transfer  of  RKO  Assets 

front  Trustee  to  New  Company  Management 

Hamilton  C.  Rickaby,  attorney  for  the  Atlas  group,  proponents  ot  the  RKO  reorgan- 
ization plan,  announced  Friday  to  Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  that  an  order  was 
being  prepared  which  would  effect  transfer  of  the  assets  of  RKO  from  the  Irving 
Trust  Co.,  as  trustee  of  RKO,  to  the  management  of  the  new  company. 

O.  C.  DOering,  attorney  for  the  Irving  Trust,  will  shortly  present  this  order  to 
Judge  Bondy,  Rickaby  stated,  at  an  early  hearing.  Judge  Bondy  recessed  the  hearing 
to  Jan.  9  at  2:30  p.m.  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  expected  decision  of  the 
U.   S.   Supreme   Court   on   writs   to   review   his   order   which   approved   of    the    plan. 


STEADY  UPWARDTREND  i  WALKER  SEES  MAYOR 
SEEN  BY  HARRY  ROSSI  ON  N.  Y.  PRODUCTION 


"Quarterly  surveys  made  by  Ross 
Federal  in  2,500  towns  in  the  U.  S. 
during  the  last  six  months  have 
shown  a  steady  trend  toward  bet- 
ter conditions  in  the  economic 
structure  for  1940.  Weekly  reports 
from    31    key    markets    substantiate 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 


Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  on 
Friday  discussed  Eastern  production 
with  former  Mayor  James  J.  Walker 
and  issued  a  statement  following 
the  huddle  to  the  effect  that  they 
I  had  talked  over  "the  motion  picture 
\  situation  generally  and  some  specific 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

Holiday  Biz  Spurts — Pix  Backlog  in  Japan 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL 


Prepared  to  blanket  the  country 
in  the  interest  of  the  Ned  Depinet 
Drive,  Herb  Maclntyre,  captain  of 
the  campaign,  leaves  today  on  a 
trip  which  will  take  him  to  38  ex- 
change centers  in  the  U.  S.  and 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


DOMESTIC 

GROSSES  SWING  UPWARD : 
Holiday  business  generally  took  a 
spurt.  In  Broadway  theaters  and 
Chi.  Loop  theaters  it  was  25  per 
cent  over  1938.  New  York's  gains 
continued  throughout  the  week,  with 
"GWTW"   the   big   grosser.      Other 


large   cities    reported    holiday   pick- 
up. *         *         * 

LITIGATION:  UA  won  dismissal 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn's  suit  for  failure 
to  include  "indispensable"  parties  . . . 
Herman  Weingarten's  Florida  anti- 
trust suit  was  dismissed  at  his  re- 
quest, he  having  disposed  of  his  the- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Neb.  Will  Ask  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
to  Uphold  Validity  of  Anti-Ascap  Law 


Cinema  Laboratories  Now 
Subsidiary  of  Pathe  Lab. 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — As  of  yesterday,  Cin- 
ema     Laboratories,      Inc.,      became 
Pathe  Laboratories  of  California.  C. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Lincoln — The  State  of  Nebraska 
will  carry  its  fight  to  uphold  the 
validity  of  its  anti-Ascap  statute 
to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court. 

Questions    involved    in    the    case 

are  so  important  to  composers  and 

music  users  that  final   adjudication 

from  the  nation's  highest  court  as 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Sarnoff    Announcement    Pre- 
sages a    Lively   Large- 
Screen  Market  Race 

RCA  will  introduce  "im- 
proved projection  of  large- 
screen  television  images,  of  a 
size  adequate  for  theater  presenta- 
tion" this  year,  it  is  announced  by 
David  Sarnoff,  RCA  prexy,  in  his 
year-end  statement. 

With  the  FCC's  approval  of  lim- 
ited commercialization  of  television 
virtually  assured,  following  public 
hearings  on  its  television  commit- 
tee's recommendations  which  open 
on  Jan.  15,  the  disclosure  that  RCA 
is  preparing  to  develop  the  theat- 
rical television  field  is  of  paramount 
industry  interest. 

It  presages  a  lively  race  for,  in 
addition  to  RCA,  other  leading 
American  companies — General  Elec- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 

"MARCHlNWASH'N" 
AGAINST  NEELY  BILL 


A  virtual  "march  on  Washington" 
by  between  3,000  and  4,000  exhibi- 
tors from  all  parts  of  the  country  in 
protest  against  the  Neely  Bill  is  re- 
ported to  be  in  the  formulative  stage, 
is  was  learned  over  the  week-end. 
It  is  understood  that  a  group  of  in- 
dependent exhibitors  is  planning  a 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Hammons  Preparing  Quick 
Moves  to  Revitalize  GN 


Apparently  assured  that  the  RFC 
loan  will  be  forthcoming  within  the 
week,  E.  W.  Hammons,  Grand  Na- 
tional president,  is  preparing  a  ser- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Cohen  Conciliation  Board 
Action  Expected  This  Week 

Max    Cohen,    president    of    New 
York   Allied,   is   expected   to    swing 
into  action  this  week  in  preparation 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

(Quotations  as  of  Saturday,  Dec.   30) 

Net 
High     Low     Close      Chg. 

Am.    Seat 10V4     10  Vi     10y4   +      Vs 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%)    6%       6%       6Vz  —     Vs 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd..    I8V2     I8V2     I8V2    +      Vi 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 1  1  1  

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...      8%       8%       83,4   +      % 

East.   Kodak    167        166%   166%  —     % 

do    pfd 

Cen.   Th.    Eq 12'/2     12%     12y2    +      'A 

Loew's,    Inc 35%     35'/2     35%   +      1/4 

do    pfd 

.Paramount      7%       7 1/2       7%   +      % 

Paramount   1st   pfd...    85 Vi     85/2     85/2    +   1 

Paramount    2nd    pfd.       9V4       9  9  

Pathe    Film     10%     10  10       —     % 

RKO     l'/4       IV4       1V4—     Vs 

20th     Cent.-Fox     . ...    12%     11%      12       —     % 

20th    Cent.-Fox    pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 3%       3'/2       3%      

do    pfd 

NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Keith    B.    F.    ref.   6s46  68 1/4     68'/4     68V4   +      1/4 
Loew's   deb.   3'/2s46    .  102'/4  102%   1021/4   +      V4 

Par.    B'way   3s55 48         48         48        +      l/2 

Par.  Picts.  6s55 

Par.    Picts.   cv.   3%s47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'    dbs.    6s48 

843/8     843/8     843/8    +      % 
NEW  YORK   CURB   MARKET 

Monogram   Picts 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor     121/2      12l/2      12'/2  —     % 

Trans-Lux     1  %       1%       1%      

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal  Picts 8%       85/8       8%  —     % 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER     MARKET 

Bid         Asked 

Pathe   7    Film    pfd 100'/2   104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's   Thea.    Realty  6s    1st   '47 

Met.  Playhouse.   Inc.,  2nd  deb.  *45.  .    70         72 
Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 64l/4     66'/4 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


is  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture    and    Distributor  Theater 

Cone    With    the    Wind    (Meiro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 3rd    week Capitol 

Gulliver's    Travels     (Paramount     Pictures-Fleischer) — 2nd     week Paramount 

Four    Wives    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 2nd    week Strand 

The    Light    that    Failed    (Paramount    Pictures) — 2nd    week Rivoli 

The    Hunchback   of    Notre    Dame    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) Music    Hall 

Night    of     Nights     ( Paramount     Pictures) Criterion 

Swanee    Rive^j^^th    Century-Fox) ..Roxy 

The     Big    Gitt^Bniversal     Pictures) Globe 

Marshal   of   Mesa   City    (RKO   Radio    Pictures)     (a) Central 

North     Sea     Patrol     (Principal     Pictures)      (a) Central 

We   Are    Not   Alone    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Barricade     (20th     Century-Fox)      (a) Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUN    ♦ 

Gone    With    the    Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 3rd    week Astor 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center) — 14th    week World 

Entente  Cordiale   (Concord  Films) — 2nd  week   (d) 55th  St.   Playhouse 

Entente   Cordiale    (Concord    Films) — 2nd    week    (d) 5th    Ave.    Playhouse 

Katia    (Mayer-Burstyn) — 2nd    week Little    Carnegie 

Last    Desire     (Transatlantic    Films) — 2nd    week Belmont 

Tevya     (Maymon     Films) — 2nd    week Continental 

Re   di    Dinari    (Esperia    Films) — 2nd   week Cinecitta 

SOS    Mediterranean     (Vedis    Films) Cameo 

Frun    Tilhanda    (Servant    Girls)     (Scandinavian    Talking    Pictures) 48th    St.    Theater 

That    They     May    Live     (Mayer    &    Burstyn) Rialto 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Joe   and    Ethel    Turp    Call    on    the    President    (M-G-M) — Jan.    4 Criterion 

Remember   the    Night    (Paramount    Pictures) — Jan.    10 Paramount 

Invisible    Stripes    (Warner    Bros.    Pictues) — Jan.    11 Strand 

Private    Lives    of    Elizabeth    and    Essex    (Warner    Bros) — Jan.    4    (a-b) Palace 

High    School    (20th    Century-Fox) — Jan.    4    (a) Palace 

I     Condottieri     (Esperia     Films) — Jan.     23 Cinecitta 

Kalle   pa    Spangen    (Charlie   the    Inn-keeper)     (Scand.   Talk.    Pictures) — Jan.    26 

48th    St.    Theater 

(a)    Dual   bill.  (b)    Subsequent   run.  (c)    Follows   current   bill.  (d)    Dual    run. 


Charles  Laughton  on  Tour 
of  Four  Southern  Cities 


Charles  Laughton  leaves  this 
afternoon  on  a  Southern  tour  of  per- 
sonal appearances  in  conjunction 
with  "The  Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame." 

Current  dates  include  the  Fox,  At- 
lanta, tomorrow;  Malco,  Memphis, 
Friday;  RKO  Orpheum,  New  Or- 
leans, Saturday,  and  the  Majestic, 
Houston,  next  Monday. 

At  the  Mardi  Gras  in  New  Or- 
leans, Laughton  will  be  a  guest  at 
the  Twelfth  Night  Revelers  ball,  the 
opening  event  of  the  social  season. 

Critics  from  various  cities  will  in- 
terview Laughton  en  route. 


Sociological  Magazine  to 

Devote  Jan.  Issue  to  Pix 


Forthcoming  January  issue  of  The 
Journal  of  Educational  Sociology 
will  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  sub- 
ject, "Some  Educational  Aspects  of 
Motion  Pictures,"  under  the  issue- 
editorship  of  Dr.  Frederick  M. 
Thrasher  of  New  York  University. 

Six  articles  by  various  authori- 
ties, including  that  written  by  Dr. 
Thrasher  under  the  heading  of  "Edu- 
cation Versus  Censorship,"  will  make 
up  the  volume. 


Darmour  to  Make  Three 

More  Columbia  Serials 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Larry  Darmour  has 
been  signed  by  Columbia  to  make 
three  more  serials  during  the  year, 
in  addition  to  his  Jack  Holts  for 
Columbia.  Darmour  has  purchased 
the  rights  to  the  cartoon  strip, 
"Terry  and  the  Pirates,"  by  Milton 
Caniff. 


Para.'s  Release  Schedule 
For  5  Months  is  Complete 

Paramount  will  release  22  pictures 
during  the  next  five  months,  Neil 
Agnew,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales,  announced  over  the  week-end. 
Of  the  22,  Agnew  said,  all  but  two 
are  completed,  indicating  an  envi- 
able position  for  the  company  in  get- 
ting an  early  start  on  the  1940-41 
program. 

Pictures  to  be  released  this  month 
include  "Emergency  Squad,"  "Ger- 
onimo,"  "Santa  Fe  Marshal,"  and 
"Remember  the  Night." 

Release  dates  through  May  31 
have  been  definitely  set,  with  Jack 
Benny's  "Buck  Benny  Rides  Again" 
winding  up  the  five-month  period  of 
pictures. 


$300,000  De  Luxe  Theater 
Planned  for  Baton  Rouge 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  —  Louisiana's 
state  capital  will  have  a  new  de- 
luxer  ready  for  next  Labor  Day  as  A. 
J.  (Slim)  Higgenbotham  announced 
construction  of  a  2,200  seater  here. 
The  house,  to  be  named  the  Hart, 
in  honor  of  a  relative,  will  cost,  ac- 
cording to  official  announcements 
$300,000.  It  is  to  be  constructed  by 
Higgenbotham's  Columbia  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  leased  by  Saenger  The- 
aters Corp.,  and  operated  by  Para- 
mount-Richards. 


ROBERT  T.  KANE,  British  production  chief 
for   20th-Fox,    is    in    Hollywood. 

CLIFF  REID,  RKO  Radio  associate  producer, 
arrived   in   New  York  on   Friday  from   the  Coast. 

DON  AMECHE  returned  to  Hollywood  at  the 
week-end    from    New    York. 

WILLIAM     LA    VARRE,    accompanied  his 

wife    and    daughter,    sailed    from    New    YorV.    on 
Friday    for    Venezuela. 

AL  JOLSON  is  scheduled  to  leave  New  York 
next    week-end    for    the    Coast. 

P.  E.  FURBER,  president  of  Trans-Lux  Corp., 
sailed  from  New  York  last  Friday  for  South 
America,   accompanied   by   his  wife. 

NANCY  KELLY,  who  has  been  visiting  New 
York,  plans  to  leave  late  this  week  for  Holly- 
wood. 

THE  THREE  STOOCES,  film  comics,  leave 
Hollywood    shortly   for  a    p. a.    tour. 

BASIL  BLECK,  of  UA  Corp.,  is  en  route  to 
Italy  from  New  York  aboard  the  Manhattan 
which    sailed    on  •Thursday. 

FRANKIE  DARRO  arrives  in  Detroit  Jan.  7 
from  the  Coast  to  commence  a  p. a.  swing  of 
key    houses    in    the    Midwest. 

LEO  ROBIN,  songwriter,  has  returned  to  Hol- 
lywood   following    a    business    stay    in    the    East. 

LEONARD  GOLDENSON  has  returned  to  Para- 
mount's    h.o.    from    Detroit. 

ASSISTANT  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  PAUL  WIL- 
LIAMS is  expected  to  arrive  in  New  York  this 
week    from    Washington. 


Will  Induct  Hersholt 

Jean  Hersholt  will  be  inducted  as 
a  "fall  guy"  at  a  luncheon  of  Dex- 
ter Fellows  Tent,  Circus  Saints  and 
Sinners  Club  of  America,  to  be  held 
in  the  grand  ballroom  of  Hotel  As- 
tor on  Jan.  10.  More  than  1,000 
are  to  attend. 


Photographic-Projection 

Exports  Continue  to  Drop 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Exports  of  photo- 
graphic and  projection  goods  during 
November  decreased  by  $335,000 
compared  to  November,  1938,  it  was 
reported  today  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce.  The  November  figure 
for  this  year  is  reported  at  $1,332,- 
000  while  November,  1938  was  given 
as   $1,667,000. 

The  eleven-month  period  ending  in 
November  also  shows  a  drop  from 
$18,338,000  for  1938  to  $17,252,000 
for  1939.  This  is  a  decrease  of  $1,- 
086,000. 


New  Brazilian  Censorship 
Dept.  Will  Include  Films 

Rio  de  Janeiro  (By  Cable) — Em- 
powered to  act  as  censor  for  films, 
theater,  radio,  etc.,  a  new  Depart- 
ment of  Press  and  Propaganda  has 
been  established  by  Presidential  de- 
cree. 


\ 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 

to    the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

JANUARY   2 

W.    Ray    Johnston 

Walter  A.  Futter 

Moe  Silver 
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With  Brother  Rat's  cast,  and  more 
laughs!  It's  no  secret  that  the  seq 
See  it  and  you'll  want  it  in  a  hurry 


8  *> 


o  hurry  and  see  it! 
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STEADYUPWARDTREND 

SEEN  BY  HARRY  ROSS 


(.Continued  from  Page   1) 

this  general  trend,  in  spite  of  the 
normal ,  weekly  fluctuations,"  Harry 
A.  Ross,  president  of  Ross  Federal, 
said  over  the  week-end. 

"We  have  seen  the  foreign  mar- 
kets completely  obliterated  for  a 
time  by  the  war,  but  chances  are — 
in  spite  of  blocked  money — these 
will  be  substantially  regained,"  Ross 
continued. 

"Fortunately,  on  the  home  front 
the  economic  rise  in  business  has 
been  little  affected  by  the  war  and 
the  improvement,  although  at  times 
slow,  is  still  definitely  an  internal 
one.  Our  surveys  have  showed  peo- 
ple believe  that  many  of  the  ills  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  during 
the  past  year  have  been,  at  least  in 
part,  due  to  type  of  product.  But, 
during  the  last  quarter  there  has 
also  been  shown  an  increasing  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  the  public,  be- 
cause the  product  has  increasingly 
improved  as  to  technique,  quality 
and  distribution. 

"With  the  increased  paycheck  in 
the  pocket  of  the  American  public, 
I  believe  that  we  are  in  for  a  really 
solid  year  of  improvement,  particu- 
larly when  one  looks  at  the  sched- 
uled releases  for  1940." 


Cinema  Laboratories  Now 
Subsidiary  of  Pathe  Lab. 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

Merlin  Travis,  heretofore  president 
of  Cinema,  became  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  new 
company,  with  0.  Henry  Briggs  of 
Pathe  Laboratories,  Inc.,  of  New 
Jersey,  becoming  president,  and  T. 
P.  Loach  of  that  concern  becoming 
a  vice-president.  The  new  company 
operates  as  a  subsidiary  of  Pathe 
Laboratories,  Inc.   of  New  Jersey. 


"U"  Negotiating  Accessories 
Deal  with  NSS  Subsidiary 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

ganization  would  produce  and  dis- 
tribute the  majority  of  Universal's 
advertising  accessories. 

Meanwhile,  deals  with  all  other 
companies  are  said  to  be  in  the  mak- 
ing. 

Henry  With  Ziff-David 

J.  Fred  Henry,  former  Dell  Pub- 
lishing Co.  exec,  joined  Ziff-David 
Publishing  Co.  as  director  and  vice- 
president  on  Jan.  1. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Indianapolis  —  Hobart  Kaylor. 
Warner  Bros.,  assistant  booker,  and 
Betty  Erwin,  of  the  office  staff,  an- 
nounced their  engagement  at  the 
holiday  party  for  employes  held  in 
the  Variety  Club. 


with  PHIL  M.  DALTi 

T  T  T 


•      •      •      AT    three    o'clock    yester    morn our    local    time 

the   18th  Annual  Poll  conducted  nationally  by  THE  FILM  DAILY 

to  determine  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  1939 came  to  a  close But 

why  the  odd  hour? Well,  since  there  is  a  difference  of  three  hours 

twixt  here  and  the  West  Coast it  wouldn't  be  fair  to  the  pix  critics 

on  the  other  side  of  the  Rockies if  a  shorter  time   were   accorded 

them  to  file  their  film  choices than  to  the  critics  'long  the  Atlantic 

Seaboard 


•  •  •  IMMENSE  scope  of  this  18th  Annual  Poll  can  be  real- 
ized  via  a  few  fundamental  facts Pix  critics  from  virtu- 
ally all  of  the  48  States  have  voted  their  choices Ballots  have 

been  cast  by  more  than  500  critics and  this  huge  representa- 
tion brings  with  it the  conviction  that  the  Ten  Best  finally 

selected ARE    the    Ten   Best for   these   more    than    500 

critics  can't  be  wrong and  if  they  are then  the  proverbial 

Fifty  Million  Frenchmen  are,  too 


•      •      •     FURTHER  evidence  of  the  poll's  scope is  to  be  found 

in  the  co-op  polls which  close  to  60  enterprising  U.  S.  newspapers 

have   carried   on   recently    among   their   readers and   in    a   definite 

"partnership"  with  THE  FILM  DAILY These  co-op  polls  have  grown 

in    number    each    year and    provide    an    opportunity    to    a    large 

segment   of   the   American   film-going  public to   make   known    their 

entertainment  tastes The  close  to  60  newspapers  have  a  combined 

circulation  of  3.226.128 and  when  you  stop  to  think  that  the  average 

span  of  a  co-op  poll  is  approximately  two  weeks and  you  multiply 

the  3.226.128  net  paid  copies  by    14,   the   number   of   days   readers   are 

confronted  with  Ten  Best  news it  means  that  45,165,792  individual 

newspapers have  been  pounded  out  by  presses for  the  1939 

co-op  polls  alone — each  copy  a  functional,  good- will  ambassador 

directly  serving   the   motion   picture   industry and  increasing 

John  Q.  Public's  interest  in  the  screen! 


•      •      •     IT  is  worthy  of  writing  right  now  into  the  record 

the  States  in  which  co-op  polls  have  been  conducted  this  year 

via  the  "partnership"  of  the  newspapers  and  FILM  DAILY 

Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Connecticut,  Florida,  Illinois, 

Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas Maine,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri, 

Nebraska,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio,  Oklahoma Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  Virginia,  Washing- 
ton, Wisconsin  and  Wyoming 


•      •      •     BUT  back  to  the  film  critics whose  individual  ballots 

are  the  ones  which  count All  but  a  few  of  their  votes  remain  to 

trickle  in As  we  have  already  recorded more  than  500  ballots 

are  in  hand Yep,  the  1939  Poll  closed  at  three  o'clock  yester  morn 

in  the  darkness  of  night and  we  can't  help  but  recall  what 

a  young  fellow  by  the  name  of  Will  Rogers  once  wrote: 


•  •  •  "MORE  men  have  been  elected  between  Sundown  and 
Sunup,  than  ever  were  elected  between  Sunup  and  Sundown" 
and  it  appears  true  of  Ten  Best  Pictures,  too 


«      «       « 
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RCA  TO  INTRODUCE 
TELE  IN  THEATERS 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

trie  and  DuMont,  notably — for  some 
time  quietly  have  been  working  on 
large-screen  tele.  In  the  instpnee 
of  DuMont,  it  is  understood  tl(  Jfche 
company  proposes  a  screen  consider- 
ably larger  than  the  9  by  12  foot 
screen  with  which  most  companies 
are  concerned. 

Its  activities  in  the  United  King- 
dom brought  to  a  standstill  by  the 
war,  Baird,  which  demonstrated  its 
large-screen  television  in  New  York 
last  summer,  again  is  said  to  be 
seriously  considering  the  possibilities 
of  the  American  theatrical  market. 
Dixon  Boardman  of  Baird  has  been 
in  the  U.  S.  for  several  weeks  in 
this    connection. 

As  a  second  important  television 
development  scheduled  for  public 
demonstration  next  year,  Sarnoff 
cites  television  relay  stations,  using 
frequencies  of  500  megacycles  and 
upwards.  This,  Sarnoff  points  out, 
is  a  forerunner  of  a  television  net- 
work. 

"Television  progress  in  the  U.  S. 
exemplifies  the  American  way  of 
developing  new  industries  and  pub- 
lic services,"  Sarnoff  comments. 
Our  method  stands  out  today  in 
sharp  relief  against  the  background 
of  Europe,  where  public  television 
development  depended  upon  govern- 
ment subsidies,  and  has  now  been 
discontinued.  In  the  U.  S.  it  has 
depended  upon  private  capital  and 
initiative,  and  is  going  ahead." 


"March  on  Washington" 

for  Neely  Bill   Protest 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

gigantic  campaign  whereby  a  dele- 
gation will  appear  before  Congress 
and  ask  that  the  bill  be  defeated. 

Meanwhile,  copies  of  the  bill  are 
said  to  be  in  the  mails  to  exhibitors, 
pointing  out  the  alleged  harmful  as- 
pects of  the  measure.  These  copies 
are  being  sent  by  independents,  it  is 
said. 


Kentucky  Film  Transit 

Line  is  Sought  by  TBA 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

announced.  Only  Louisville  receives 
direct  transit  service  now.  The 
houses  out  in  the  state  depend  on 
railroads  and  busses  for  their  films. 
An  Indianapolis  man,  Chester  King, 
was  reported  considering  establish- 
ment of  the   service. 


ST 


Zelig  Fishman  of  Fishman  The- 
aters, New  Haven,  is  the  proud 
grandfather  of  7l/2  pound  Allan  Roy 
Chasnoff,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Chasnoff  of  this  city. 


THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


Reprinted  from  Motion  Picture 
Herald  of  Dec.  9 
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20th  Century-Fox 
has  more  stars 
in  the  First  Ten 

ithan  any 

'  other  company! 
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:<   :<  REVIEWS  OF  THE  I1CUI  FILfllS  -V   ,v 


"The  Night  Of  Nights" 

with   Pat  O'Brien.  Olympe   Bradna, 
Roland    Young 
Paramount  86  Mins. 

SENTIMENTAL  STORY  OF  THE  THE- 
ATER HAS  AN  ABLE  AND  PLEASING 
CAST. 

Sentimentality  and  psychology  are  pre- 
sented hand  in  hand  in  this  new  Paramount 
offering.  As  a  study  of  a  man's  mind  the 
picture  is  fine,  as  a  sentimental  drama  it 
is  also  good,  but  as  combined  entertain- 
ment it  is  only  fair.  Good  direction  by 
Lewis  Milestone  and  able  performances  by 
Pat  O'Brien,  Olympe  Bradna,  who  does  a 
good  job  in  her  first  real  starring  role, 
Roland  Young,  George  E.  Stone  and  Reginald 
Gardiner  are  the  film's  strongest  assets. 
Film  has  plenty  of  sentiment  and  some  fine 
fairy  story  stuff  for  the  benefit  of  the 
audiences.  Donald  Ogden  Stewart's  orig- 
inal screen  play  is  a  good  reconstruction 
of  the  Lambs'  Club  and  the  theater  and 
its  people,  but  it  is  not  up  to  his  best 
works  in  continuity  and  it  lacks  his  cheer- 
ful humor,  with  the  story  done  in  a  somber 
tone  that  portends  tragedy.  O'Brien,  a 
successful  playwright,  actor,  director  and 
producer,  is  on  top  of  the  world  with  a 
new  show  opening  that  will  star  his  wife. 
However,  he  and  his  pal,  Young,  get  drunk 
before  the  show  in  violation  of  a  pledge 
and  ruin  everything.  His  wife  leaves  him, 
disclosing  in.  a  note  that  she  is  going  to 
have  a  baby.  A  score  of  years  pass  and 
O'Brien  rapidly  goes  on  the  skids.  A  letter 
comes  telling  him  that  his  daughter, 
Olympe,  is  going  to  be  in  New  York  for 
a  day.  O'Brien  and  Young,  learning  that 
her  mother  died  in  childbirth,  do  every- 
thing they  can  to  make  her  happy.  A 
fateful  ending  is  brought  about  when 
Olympe  stars  in  the  play  written  for  her 
mother  and  is  a  tremendous  success,  with 
O'Brien  dying  in  his  dressing  room,  having 
righted  himself  with  the  memory  of  his 
wife. 

CAST:  Pat  O'Brien,  Olympe  Bradna,  Ro- 
land Young,  Reginald  Gardiner,  George  E. 
Stone,  Murray  Alper,  Frank  Sully,  Russ 
Powell,  Charles  Miller,  Pat  O'Malley,  Frank 
Shannon,  Ronnie  Rondell,  Oscar  O'Shea, 
Aileen    Pringle,    Laura    Treadwell. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  George  Arthur;  Di- 
rector, Lewis  Milestone;  Original  Screen- 
play, Donald  Ogden  Stewart;  Cameraman, 
Leo  Tover;  Editor,  Doane  Harrison. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


$21,000  In  Free  Booking 

Fees  For  Co-op  of  Mich. 

Detroit — Co-operative  Theaters  of 
Michigan  has  distributed  about  $21,- 
000  in  free  booking  fees  to  mem- 
bers during  1939,  Carl  Buermele, 
general  manager,  disclosed.  This 
represents  13  weeks  of  free  book- 
ing for  some  100  member  theaters. 

The  free  weeks  were  arranged  in 
the  summer  months  and  the  cur- 
rent December  period,  when  business 
at  the  box-office  is  lowest,  to  fit  in 
with  the  lowered  grosses  and  need 
for  easing  up  on  operating  expenses 
during  these  weeks. 


"Money  To  Burn" 

with    James    Gleason,    Russell    Gleason, 

Lucille  Gleason 

Republic  69  Mins. 

LATEST  OF  HIGGINS  FAMILY  SERIES 
IS  SOLID  ENTERTAINMENT  FOR  NABE 
AUDIENCES. 

The  Higgins  family  is  with  us  again,  and 
in  a  comedy  that  is  certain  to  please  nabe 
audiences.  Problems  of  the  family  are  iden- 
tical with  those  confronting  millions  of 
American  families  and  the  film  has  a 
typical  cast  for  the  characterizations  pre- 
sented. The  Gleasons,  James,  Lucille  and 
Russell,  respectively,  father,  mother  and 
son,  with  Harry  Davenport  as  grandpa,  and 
Tommy  Ryan  and  Lois  Ranson  as  the 
younger  children,  complete  the  family  por- 
trait. Remainder  of  cast  is  more  than 
adequate  and  the  story  material  is  amus- 
ing. Lucille  is  a  contest  nut,  usually  out 
working  on  a  contest  at  a  friend's  home 
when  Jimmie  gets  home  for  dinner.  He  is 
employed  in  an  advertising  agency  that  is 
handling  a  $50,000  first  prize  contest. 
Lucille  is  convinced  that  she  has  won  the 
contest,  but  with  Jimmie  connected  with 
the  agency  she  is  ineligible.  The  family 
frames  Jimmie  into  quitting  his  job.  Lucille 
doesn't  win  the  contest,  but  the  family 
accidentally  gets  Jimmie  a  better  job  by 
the  move  and  everybody  is  happy. 

CAST:  James  Gleason,  Lucille  Gleason, 
Russell  Gleason,  Harry  Davenport,  Lois  Ran- 
son, Tommy  Ryan,  Thurston  Hall,  Winifred 
Harris,  Douglas  Meins,  Lucien  Littlefield, 
Herbert  Rawlinson,  Jack  Rice,  Andrew 
Tombes,  Gladys   Blake,  Jean  Fenwick. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer  and  Direc- 
tor, Gus  Meins;  Screenplay,  Jack  Townley; 
Original  Story,  Jack  Townley  and  Taylor 
Caven;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Miller;  Editor, 
William  Morgan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Bannon  to  Direct  Sales 

for   New  "Hell's  Angels" 

Jack  Bannon,  assistant  to  Sam 
Dembow,  will  be  in  charge  of  sales 
for  the  re-vamped  version  of  "Hell's 
Angels,"  it  was  learned  yesterday. 
He  will  direct  the  selling  of  the  one 
picture  and  will  not  be  identified  with 
other  product  distributed  by  Astor 
Pictures    Corp. 

Release  date  for  "Hell's  Angels" 
has  been  set  for  Jan.  10.  New  air 
dog  fights  in  color  have  been  added 
to  the  Howard  Hughes  picture,  to 
which  a  prologue  also  has  been 
added.  

FCC  Admits   Hart 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Vincent  G.  Hart,  at- 
torney, with  offices  in  Radio  City, 
New  York,  a  former  member  of  the 
Hays  office  Production  Code,  has 
been  admitted  to  practice  before  the 
FCC.  

Augustus  Yorke  Dead 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Augustus  Yorke,  79, 
veteran  actor,  retired  since  1933,  is 
dead  here. 


"North  Sea  Patrol" 

with    Geoffrey   Toone,   Judy    Kelly,    Clifford 

Evans 
Alliance  Films  64  Mins. 

BRITISH  SEA  POWER  IS  GLORIFIED 
IN   FLAG-WAVING  ACTION   MELLER. 

Although  this  English  import  is  a  pleas- 
ing action  meller  for  the  nabe  trade,  it 
also  takes  pains  to  show  the  efficiency, 
determination  and  ingenuity  of  England's 
first  arm  of  defense,  her  navy.  All  in  all 
though,  the  picture  has  plenty  of  high- 
powered  action  and  thrills.  It  also  is  en- 
dowed with  a  pleasing  cast  that  works 
hard,  with  some  comedy  relief  thrown  in 
for  good  measure.  The  technical  aspects 
of  the  film  are  O.  K.,  and  director  Nor- 
man Lee  sustains  a  good  pace  after  a 
rather  slow  opening.  Geoffrey  Toone, 
Judy  Kelly,  Clifford  Evans  and  John  Wood 
take  care  of  the  principal  roles.  England 
has  issued  an  ultimatum,  which  if  not 
answered  in  24  hours  means  war,  and 
secret  orders  are  issued  to  Toone,  com- 
mander of  a  destroyer  flotilla  that  will 
strike  the  first  blow.  Carrying  the  in- 
structions with  him  he  pays  a  final  visit 
to  Judy.  However,  a  number  of  foreign 
agents  have  been  employed  in  her  father's 
house  and  the  real  trouble  starts.  Before 
Toone  frustrates  the  spies  there  is  a  naval 
battle,  fist  fights  and  action  aplenty,  but 
the  British  Lion  was  roaring  strongly  when 
the  picture  ended. 

CAST:  Geoffrey  Toone,  Judy  Kelly,  Clif- 
ford Evans,  John  Wood,  Albert  Burdon,  Alf 
Goddard,  Henry  Oscar,  Edmund  Breon,  Doris 
Hare,  Daphne  Raglan,  Kenneth  Kent,  Mar- 
guerite Allen,  Olga  Lindo,  Leslie  Perrins, 
Frank  Fox,  Diana  Beaumont,  Joan  Fred 
Emney,   Laurence   Kitchin. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Walter  C.  Mycroft; 
Director,  Norman  Lee;  Screenplay,  Clifford 
Grey;  Based  on  a  play  by  Mrs.  Clifford 
Mills;  Cameraman,  Walter  Harvey;  Editor, 
Walter   Stokvis. 

DIRECTION,  Well  Paced.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, O.   K. 


Farnol  Promotes  Three 

in  UA's  Publicity  Dep't. 

Three  promotions  in  United  Ar- 
tists' publicity  department  were  an- 
nounced over  the  week-end  by  Lynn 
Farnol,  director  of  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising. 

Tom  McCabe,  an  assistant  in  the 
exploitation  department  for  several 
years,  and  Bob  Gildersleeve,  of  the 
still  department,  have  been  appoint- 
ed assistant  press  book  editors.  Ned 
Norworth,  clipping  clerk,  has  been 
made  a  feature  story  writer.  Pro- 
motions   become    effective    today. 


Will  Feature  "Alfalfa" 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood— Carl  '"Alfalfa"  Switzer 
just  completed  one  of  the  featured 
roles  in  the  M-G-M  "Our  Gang" 
comedy,  "Making  Movies."  He  will 
be  featured  in  the  next  "Our  Gang" 
picture  which  goes  into  work  in  Jan- 
uary. 


"The  Marshal  Of  Mesa 
City" 

with    George    O'Brien,    Virginia    Vale,    Leon  || 

Ames,    Henry    Brandon 

RKO  62  ^Vns.    S 

BANGUP   WESTERN    IS    ROUSIl{    &C-   i 

TION     THRILLER     FOR     THE     COWBOY   £ 

FANS. 

One  of  the  best  O'Brien  starrers  to  hit 
the  screen  in  a  long  time,  "The  Marshal 
Of  Mesa  City"  is  a  sure  fire  western  that 
will  give  the  action  and  western  fans  a 
big  kick.  O'Brien  has  never  had  a  vehicle 
that  gives  him  more  opportunity  to  play 
the  rugged  he-man  roles  he  is  suited  to. 
and  he  has  been  provided  with  a  good 
supporting  cast.  David  Howard  directs  the 
picture  with  a  snappy  pace  and  puts  plenty 
of  suspense  into  the  gunplay  sequences. 
Supporting  O'Brien  are  Virginia  Vale,  Leon 
Ames  and  Henry  Brandon.  O'Brien  acci- 
dentally comes  upon  a  stage  coach  holdup 
which  he  promptly  foils.  Miss  Vale,  the 
only  occupant  of  the  coach,  is  returned  to 
Mesa  City  by  O'Brien  as  the  coach  is  dis- 
abled and  she  can't  reach  her  destina- 
tion. O'Brien  discovers  that  a  crooked 
gang  runs  the  town  and  also  that  the 
stage  coach  holdup  had  been  planned  by 
Ames,  the  ringleader,  to  return  Miss  Vale 
to  town.  The  action  becomes  fast  and 
furious  from  there  on,  with  gun  fights, 
fist  fights  and  arson  employed  to  make 
things  lively.  O'Brien  cleans  the  place  up 
in  good  shape  although  at  the  cost  of 
Henry  Brandon's  life,  a  gunman  who  had 
thrown    in    his   lot  with    marshal  O'Brien.  . 

CAST:  George  O'Brien,  Virginia  Vale, 
Leon  Ames,  Henry  Brandon,  Harry  Cording, 
Lloyd  Ingraham,  Slim  Whitaker,  Joe  Mc- 
Guinn,   Mary  Gordon,   Frank  Ellis. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Bert  Gilroy;  Direc- 
tor, David  Howard;  Screenplay,  Jack  Lait 
Jr.;  Cameraman,  Harry  Wild;  Editor, 
Frederick    Knudtson. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Roy  Rogers  on  3-Week  Tour 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Roy  Rogers,  Republic 
star,  leaves  for  Seattle,  Washington 
immediately  on  completion  of  "Dark 
Command."  He  is  tentatively  set  for 
the  Palomar  at  Seattle  and  goes 
from  there  to  the  Orpheum  at  Port- 
land. Following  that  he  plays  the 
Beacon  at  Vancouver,  British  Colum- 
bia. Rogers  will  have  his  regular 
company  of  five  with  him.  In  rush- 
ing back  to  meet  Republic's  schedule 
on  "Dark  Command,"  Rogers  had  to 
defer  his  dates  at  the  Paramount  in 
Shelton,  Washington,  and  the  Riviera 
at  Tacoma.  He  will  fill  his  dates 
there  as  well  on  this  trip.  The  tour 
will  take  about  three  weeks. 


GWTW  for  State  Lake 

Chicago  —  Owing  to  the  larger 
seating  capacity,  it  is  planned  to 
use  the  State  Lake  Theater  for  the 
Loop  showing  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  as  quickly  as  previous  vaude- 
ville and  film  commitments  are 
cleaned  up. 


jiiimmoHmiiiHiiDiiHUMHiiaiMiiiiiiiiniMiiiiM^ 


My  Deepest  Gratitude 


To  the  New  York  Film  Critics  for  having 

acclaimed   WUTHERING  HEIGHTS 

as  the  best  picture  of  1939. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to 
those  associated  with  me  in  the  produc- 

tion  of  WUTHERING  HEIGHTS 

Ben  Hecht  and  Charles  MacArthur, 
screen  play-wrights,  William  Wyler, 
the  director.  Merle  Oberon,  Laurence 
Olivier,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Flora 
Robson  and  the  other  members  of  the 
cast.  Gregg  Toland,  cinematographer. 
Alfred  Newman,  music.  James  Basevi, 
art  direction. 

And  all  the  other  members  of  my  able 
organization  whose  sincere  efforts  made 

WUTHERING  HEIGHTS  possible. 

$a*Huel  Qotdwytt 


uiiimiiiaiiimMiiiDiiiimimiaimiiimiiQiimiiimiamiiimiiiQiiimmiiiniinmmii^^ 
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WALKER  SEES  MAYOR 
ON  N.  Y.  PRODUCTION 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

matters  pertaining  to  it."  The  Mayor 
refused  to  state  in  detail  what  oc- 
curred, but  told  reporters  that  Wal- 
ker represented  exhibitors  who  were 
interested  in  production  in  New 
York  City. 

The  Mayor  asserted  that  some 
points  in  his  plan  were  now  beyond 
the  pioneering  stage  and  were  "very 
practical  and  immediate."  Walker, 
first  counsel  for  the  MPTOA,  re- 
fused to  comment  and  referred  all 
questions  to  the  Mayor. 

Commissioner  Clendennin  Ryan, 
the  Mayor's  personal  aide,  was  vis- 
ited on  Friday  by  Leon  Bergere  in 
reference  to  possible  co-operation  by 
foreign  interests  with  the  Mayor's 
production  plan,  but  neither  Bergere 
nor  Ryan  would  disclose  what  they 
talked  about.  Bergere  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  reported  to  be  negotiat- 
ing with  Grand  National  on  financ- 
ing. 


Hammons   Preparing  Quick 
Moves  to  Revitalize  GN 


{Continued  from   Page    1) 

ies  of  quick  moves  to  restore  ac- 
tivity  in  his   organization. 

First  move  is  expected  to  be  the 
closing  of  two  or  more  production 
deals  with  producers  reportedly 
ready  to  go  upon  the  signal  from 
Hammons  that  re-financing  is  com- 
plete. Acquisition  of  several  com- 
pleted independently-made  features 
will  be  another  move,  while  re-build- 
ing of  the  sales  force  is  slated  to  get 
under  way  simultaneously. 

It  is  understood  that  one  picture 
for  GN  release  will  be  made  in  the 
East.  Hammons  probably  will  go 
to  the  Coast  shortly  to  confer  with 
other    producers. 


Cohen  Conciliation  Board 
Action  Expected  This  Week 

{Continued  from   Page   1) 

for  the  establishment  of  conciliation 
boards  in  the  state.  Under  the  pro- 
posed plan,  three  panels  will  be  set 
up  in  strategic  spots  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  exhibitor-distributor  dis- 
putes. 

Cohen  is  said  to  have  received  as- 
surances of  co-operation  from  the 
major  companies,  in  addition  to 
promises  of  support  to  a  state  fair 
trade  practice  formula. 

Cohen  contends  that  a  definite 
plan  has  been  formulated  and  that  it 
will  be  put  into  operation  this  month. 

Chichasha  Theater  Burns 

Chickasha,  Okla. — This  city's  larg- 
est theater,  the  Washita,  owned  by 
Consolidated  Theaters,  Inc.,  Grif- 
fith subsidiary,  was  destroyed  by  a 
$50,000  fire. 


reviews  of  new  nuns 


"The  Cisco  Kid  And 
The  Lady" 

with    Cesar   Romero,   Marjorie   Weaver, 

Virginia    Field 

20th-Fox  73  Mins. 

GAY,  ROMANTIC  WESTERN  HAS 
PLENTY  OF  ACTION  AND  A  PLEASING 
CAST. 

The  kids  and  grownups  alike  will  enjoy 
this  one.  It  is  gay,  romantic  and  action- 
ful,  and  is  also  endowed  with  a  script  that 
moves  briskly  along  at  all  times.  The  cast 
is  good,  with  Cesar  Romero  doing  justice 
to  the  famous  O'Henry  character,  first  cre- 
ated on  the  screen  by  Warner  Baxter. 
Virginia  Field  and  Marjorie  Weaver  are 
lovely  to  look  at  and  very  capable.  The 
amusing  Chris-Pin  Martin  is  Romero's  faith- 
ful stooge  and  Robert  Barrat  makes  a  good 
vidian.  Herbert  I.  Leeds  does  a  good  job 
of  direction  and  Frances  Hyland  gets  credit 
for  the  well  paced  script.  Romero  and 
Martin,  riding  across  the  desert,  encounter 
a  murder  and  adventure  within  the  first 
few  feet  of  film.  A  prospector  has  been 
murdered,  but  before  he  dies  he  entrusts 
Romero,  Martin  and  Barrat,  who  shot  him 
and  has  ridden  up  to  the  scene,  with  his 
child  and  the  map  showing  where  his  gold 
mine  is,  dividing  it  in  three  parts.  Barrat 
and  his  men  are  foiled  by  Romero  when 
they  try  to  hold  him  and  Martin  up  for  the 
other  two  pieces  of  the  map,  having  de- 
stroyed them  after  memorizing  them.  Ro- 
mero gives  the  baby  to  a  school  teacher. 
Miss  Weaver,  and  gives  her  money  to  take 
care  of  him.  Barrat  tries  to  double  cross 
Romero  when  they  go  to  locate  the  mine, 
but  gets  foiled.  However,  later  through 
inadvertent  circumstances  Barrat  learns 
that  Romero  is  the  notorious  Cisco  Kid, 
wanted  by  the  law,  and  has  him  locked  up. 
A  good  climax  frees  him  from  jail  and 
disposes   of  Barrat. 

CAST:  Cesar  Romero,  Marjorie  Weaver, 
Chris-Pin  Martin,  George  Montgomery, 
Robert  Barrat,  Virginia  Field,  Harry  Green, 
Gloria  Ann  White,  John  Beach,  Ward  Bond, 
J.  Anthony  Hughes,  James  Burke,  Harry 
Hayden,  James  Flavin,  Ruth  Warren. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  John 
Stone;  Director,  Herbert  I.  Leeds;  Screen- 
play, Frances  Hyland;  Original  Storv.  Stan- 
ley Rauh;  Based  on  an  O'Henry  character; 
Cameraman,  Barney  McGill;  Editor,  Nick 
De  Maggio. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Nazis  Ordered  to  See  Pix; 

Fined  for  Criticizing  It 


Berlin  (By  Cable) — A  decree  by 
Marshal  Goering  has  ordered  that 
every  German  see  a  motion  picture 
of  the  conquest  of  Poland  and  its 
capital,  Warsaw.  Audiences  have 
been  so  horrified  by  the  carnage  in- 
flicted by  the  Nazis  that  they  have 
walked  out  of  the  theater  before 
the  end  of  the  film. 

In  many  parts  of  Germany,  citi- 
zens have  been  fined  for  criticizing 
the  picture. 


"A  Miracle  On  Main 
Street" 

with  Walter  Abel,  Margo,  Lyle  Talbot 
Columbia  78  Mins. 

HEAVY  DRAMATIC  STORY  IS  DREARY 
SCREENFARE  DESPITE  BEST  EFFORTS  OF 
AN  ABLE  CAST. 

With  impending  tragedy  the  central 
theme  of  the  story,  this  new  Columbia 
release  is  hardly  geared  to  the  season. 
Additionally,  in  the  telling  of  the  story 
itself  there  is  nothing  novel  or  different  to 
put  the  film  in  a  better  classification  than 
program  fare  for  the  nabe  houses.  The 
technical  aspects  of  the  film  are  all  right, 
with  Jack  Skirball  handling  the  produc- 
tion and  Steven  Sekelv  directing,  but  the 
story  material  lacks  life  and  entertainment 
value.  An  able  cast,  with  Margo.  Walter 
Abel  and  Lyle  Talbot  in  the  orinc'Dal  roles, 
does  a  workmanlike  job.  William  Collier 
Sr.,  Jane  Darwell,  Wvnne  Gibson  and  Veda 
Ann  Borg  support  the  Drincioals.  Margo 
is  a  carnival  dancer  and  the  wife  of  Talbot, 
barker  for  the  show.  Margot,  Wynne  Gib- 
son and  Veda  Ann  Borg  are  trying  to  at- 
tract some  business  for  the  show  on 
Christmas  Eve  when  a  policeman  tries  to 
arrest  Talbot  and  Marco.  Talbot  hits  him 
and  they  run.  Margo  joins  a  crowd  enter- 
ing a  church  and  picks  ud  a  babv  in  the 
manger  of  the  Christ  Child.  She  becomes 
fond  of  the  baby  and  meets  Abel,  whom 
she  falls  in  love  with.  Talbot  returns  and 
seeing  what  has  happened  offers  to  get 
nut  of  her  life  if  she  will  get  some  money 
from  Abel.  She  refuses  to  do  this  and 
creates  a  scene  to  make  Abel  believe  she 
still  loves  Talbot.  However,  Talbot  is 
killed  in  an  attempted  holdup  and  Abel 
returns  before  anything  more  can  happen  to 
Margo   and   the   baby. 

CAST:  Margo,  Walter  Abel  Lyle  Talbot. 
Wvnne  Gibson,  Veda  Ann  Borg,  William 
Collier  Sr.,  Jane  Darwell,  Pat  Flaherty, 
George  Humbert,  Jeanne  Kelly,  Susan 
Miller. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jack  Skirball;  Di- 
rector, Steven  Sekely;  Screenolay,  Fred- 
erick Jackson;  Original  Story,  Samuel  Or- 
nitz  and  Boris  Ingster;  Cameraman.  Charles 
Van    Enger;    Editor,    Barney    Rogan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY. 
Good. 


Agfa  Ansco  Will  Operate 
as  Gen'l  Aniline  Division 


Simplification  of  the  corporate 
structure  of  General  Aniline  &  Film 
Corp.  led  at  the  week-end  to  a  mer- 
ger of  that  company  with  its  sub- 
sidiary, Agfa  Ansco  Corp.  Merger 
was  based  on  an  exchange  of  three 
shares  of  Agfa  Ansco  common  for 
one  of  common  A  stock  of  General 
Aniline,  a  move  approved  by  share- 
holders  of  both   comporations. 

Agfa  will  continue  under  the  same 
management  and  will  be  operated  as 
the  Agfa  Ansco  Division  of  Gen- 
eral   Aniline. 


NEB.  ANTI-ASGAP  WAR 

TO  SUPREME  COURT 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

a  basis  for  proper  legislation  is  de- 
sirable, it  was  stated  by  William 
J.  Holtz,  special  counsel  forjfte 
State.  f},) 

Accordingly,  immediate  appea%^»i11 
be  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
three- judge  Federal  court  which  last 
week  found  for  Ascap  and  ruled  the 
State  statute  which  outlawed  the  or- 
ganization in  Nebraska  inoperative. 


Maclntyre  to  Blanket  U.  S. 
in  Interest  of  RKO  Drive 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

Canada.  He  will  be  accompanied  by 
Harry  Gittleson,  editor  of  RKO's 
own  publication,  who  will  publish 
the  house  organ  from  the  field.  Wal- 
ter Branson,  Midwestern  district 
manager,  will  tour  with  Maclntyre 
and   Gittleson  in  his  own  territory. 

First  stop  will  be  St.  Louis,  to  be 
followed  by  Kansas  City,  Des  Moines 
and  Omaha  before  heading  into  the 
North  and  West.  Maclntyre  and 
Gittleson  are  due  back  in  New  York 
on   Feb.  5. 

The  Depinet  drive  extends  from 
Jan.  27  to  May  10,  during  which  ten 
big  features  are  scheduled  for  re- 
lease. 


Blumberg  and  Scully  Hosts 
At  Annual  Holiday  "U"  Party 

Scores  of  film  people  were  the 
guests  Friday  afternoon  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  of  Nate  Blumberg,  Universal 
president,  and  W.  J.  Scully,  general 
sales  manager,  at  a  cocktail  party. 

Among  those  present  were  Spyros 
and  George  Skouras,  Arthur  Rapf, 
Arthur  Mayer,  Walter  Reade,  Marty 
Levine,  H.  J.  Yates,  Max  Cohen,  Ed 
Peskay,  Jules  Levy,  J.  J.  O'Connor, 
William  Kurtz,  George  Hoffman, 
Harry  Goldberg,  Al  Suchman,  Fred 
Meyers,  Harry  Mandel,  Malcolm 
Kingsberg,  Jules  Brulatour,  William 
F.  Rodgers,  Tom  Connors,  Leo  Spitz, 
John  Nolan,  Sam  and  George  Dem- 
bow,  Otto  Lederer,  Col.  William 
Friede,  Daniel  Collins,  William  Ger- 
man, Budd  Rogers,  Dave  Chatkin, 
M.  A.  Schlesinger,  Edward  Golden, 
Major  Thompson,  Arthur  Lee,  Oscar 
Doob,  Sol  Schwartz,  Harry  Brandt, 
H.  R.  Emde,  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy, 
William  Heineman,  Al  Herman,  Leo 
Abrams,  Joseph  Seidelman  and  many 
others. 


Tom  Baker  Feted 

Indianapolis — Tom  Baker,  retiring 
vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  Affiliated  Theaters,  Inc.,  was  a 
guest  of  honor  at  holiday  party 
given  by  the  organization  for  the 
bookers  of  all  exchanges  at  the 
Hotel  Severin.  Baker  received  a 
number  of  gifts. 
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CONGRESS  TO  TAKE  UP  REVIEWS  Of  new  flLfllS 

NDUSTRY  LEGISLATION 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

in  copyright  problems.  The  commit- 
tee's report  will  call  for  important 
:hanges,  not  all  of  which  are  accept- 
able Oc  film  interests,  it  is  under- 
age—  A 

Re,.ojon  of  the  anti-trust  laws 
looms  as  a  strong  possibility.  Pend- 
ing is  the  O'Mahoney-Hobbs  meas- 
ure which  would  provide  additional 
civil  remedies  against  violations  of 
the  anti-trust  laws,  among  others. 

The  Federal  Trade  Commission,  in 
its  annual  report  made  public  last 
week,  also  presses  for  amendment 
of  the  Clayton  Act  to  give  it  in- 
creased jurisdiction  over  corporate 
activities.  Changes  sought  would 
give  the  FTC  control  over  transfer 
or  acquisition  of  assets  of  one  com- 
pany by  another  which  might  tend 
to  create  a  monopoly  through  lessen- 
ing of  competition  and  give  it  au- 
thority to  require  a  company  to  di- 
vest itself  of  assets  illegally  re- 
quired. 

From  the  Department  of  Justice 
may  come  the  recommendation  or 
suggestion  that  the  present  anti- 
trust laws  be  bolstered  by  an  effec- 
tive civil  service  penalty.  Corwin  D. 
Edwards,  the  Department's  economic 
advisor,  feels  that  the  lack  of  such 
a  penalty  has  increased  the  enforce- 
ment problem  markedly. 

Sharp  difference  of  opinion  in 
Administration  circles  on  the  trust 
question  was  disclosed  late  last  week 
when  Jerome  Frank,  SEC  chairman, 
expressed  the  fear  that  "wholesale 
restoration  of  competition  might  de- 
stroy the  ends  one  wants  to  reach," 
and  asserted  the  time  had  come  to 
recognize  that  monopoly  was  here 
to  stay  in  a  large  section  of  Amer- 
ican  business. 

Hanging  over  from  last  session 
are  the  far-reaching  recommenda- 
tions for  revision  of  the  patent  and 
anti-trust  laws  made  in  the  prelim- 
inary report  of  the  TNEC;  included 
are  fundamental  procedural  changes 
to  speed  patent  law  litigation  and 
(prohibitions  upon  the  use  of  pat- 
ents for  trade  restraint. 

Because  of  the  inclusion  of  films 
in  trade  pacts  negotiated  by  the 
State  Department,  the  industry  has 
a  definite  stake  in  the  Administra- 
tion's plan  to  seek  a  three-year  ex- 
tension of  the  trade  agreements  act 
which  expires  June  12. 


American  Pictures  Hold 

Firm  Lead  in  Antwerp 

Antwerp  (By  Cable) — American 
pictures  maintain  their  lead  here, 
with  10  of  the  18  theaters  open  daily 
showing  recent  American  films. 
M-G-M,  Warners,  RKO  and  Para- 
mount have  two  pictures  showing, 
with  one  each  from  20th  Century- 
Fox  and  United  Artists. 

At  Liege  the  Astoria  is  packing 
the  house  with  M-G-M's  "Marie  An- 
toinette." At  Charleroi  the  Coliseum 
and  the  Eldorado  are  showing  Amer- 
ican product. 


*    fORCIGn   * 


"The  Citadel  Of 
Silence" 

with   Annabella,    Pierre    Renoir,   Bernard 

Lancret 

Film  Alliance  91  Mins. 

IMPRESSIVE  PERFORMANCE  BY  A 
FINE  CAST  MAKES  PIX  INTERESTING. 

Latest  French  importation  has  the  usual 
complement  of  good  actors  and  it  also  has 
a  very  effective  story.  Plight  of  the  Poles 
under  the  Russian  regime  prior  to  World 
War  I  provides  the  subject  material.  An- 
nabella, Pierre  Renoir  and  Bernard  Lancret 
give  outstanding  performances  in  the  prin- 
cipal roles  and  the  supporting  cast  is  fine. 
Marcel  L'Herbier  directed  from  a  screen- 
play by  T.  H.  Herbert.  Only  fault  to  be 
found  with  the  picture  is  a  rather  pon- 
derous presentation  in  a  deliberate  tempo 
that  is  not  found  in  most  American-made 
pictures.  Theme  of  the  plot  deals  with 
Annabella's  marriage  to  the  warden  of  a 
Russian  prison  in  order  to  help  her  sweet- 
heart escape  from  the  gaol.  The  prison 
scenes  are  particularly  effective.  Complete 
English   titles  are   provided. 

CAST:  Annabella,  Pierre  Renoir,  Bernard 
Lancret,  Robert  Le  Vigan,  Alexander  Rig- 
nault,   Lucas   Gridoux,   Pierre  Larquey. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Imperial  Produc- 
tions; Director,  Marcel  L'Herbier.  Pre- 
sented at  the  Pix  Theater  with  French 
dialogue  and   English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Effective.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 


"Katia" 

with  Danielle  Darrieux,  John  Loder 
Mayer  &  Burstyn  78  Mins. 

INTERESTING  ADAPTATION  OF  NOTED 
BIOGRAPHY  IS  WELL  ROUNDED  SCREEN 
FARE. 

Using  an  adaptation  of  the  Princess  Mar- 
the  Bibesco's  biography  of  the  young  Rus- 
sian noblewoman  who  became  the  morga- 
natic wife  of  Czar  Alexander,  II,  E.  A. 
Algazy  has  produced  a  film  that  ranks  high 
among  recent  foreign  imports.  The  highly 
capable  Danielle  Darrieux  charmingly  por- 
trays the  unhappy  Princess  Catherine  Dolgu- 
riki  (Katia),  and  John  Loder  gives  a  good 
characterization  of  the  Russian  ruler  who 
was  more  interested  in  love  than  affairs  of 
state  or  his  own  people.  A  vivid  perform- 
ance is  given  by  Marie  Helene  Daste  as  the 
Czarina,  whose  death  makes  Loder's  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Darrieux  possible.  Remainder 
of  the  cast  are  all  skilled  actors  and  they 
more  than  provide  adequate  support.  Mau- 
rice Tourneur  directed.  Story  tells  of  their 
meeting,  their  subsequent  love  and  Miss 
Darrieux's  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  a  contributing  factor  to  her  hus- 
bands assassination  when  she  was  on  the 
verge  of  being  crowned  empress. 

CAST:  Danielle  Darrieux,  John  Loder, 
Marcel  Simon,  Aime  Clariond,  Marie  Helene 
Daste,  Marcel  Carpentier,  Therese  Dorny, 
Marcelle  Praince,  Jacques  Ervin,  Georges 
Flateau,  Jeanne  Provost,  Aimos. 

CREDITS:    Producer,  E.  A.  Algazy;  Direc- 
tor,   Maurice    Tourneur.     Presented    at    the 
Little  Carnegie  Playhouse  with  French  dia- 
logue and  English  titles. 
DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


"Entente  Cordiale" 

with  Victor  Francen,  Gaby  Morlay 
Concord  Films  95  Mins. 

WITTY,  EXPERTLY  CHARACTERIZED 
AND  WARMLY  HUMAN  IN  CONTENT; 
FILM  IS  HIGHLY  ENTERTAINING. 

One  of  the  finest  French  imports  to  be 
shown  here  in  a  long  time,  this  semi-docu- 
mentary history  of  relations  between  France 
and  England  is  warmly  human  in  its  presen- 
tation, making  it  a  thoroughly  enjoyable 
film.  The  brilliant  Victor  Francen  gives  a 
superb  characterization  of  the  dashing  Ed- 
ward VII  of  England,  Gaby  Morlay  is  fine  as 
the  aging  Queen  Victoria  and  Arlette  Mar- 
chal,  Jean  Perier,  Jean  d'Yd,  Jacques  Bau- 
mer,  Jean  Worms,  Janine  Darcey,  Jean  Tou- 
lout  and  others  give  top  notch  performances 
in  interesting  roles.  Film's  only  fault  can 
be  found  in  certain  sequences  that  would 
have  been  more  impressive  if  tightened 
slightly.  The  film  traces  the  course  of  Eng- 
lish and  French  relations  back  to  the  early 
1900s  when  Edward  signed  a  friendly  alli- 
ance with  president  Loubet  of  France  in 
1904.  A  number  of  other  incidents  of  equal 
interest,  along  with  amusing  episodes  have 
been  cleverly  woven  into  the  script,  with 
Jean  Toulot's  straight-laced  characterization 
of  Joseph  Chamberlain  a  top  line  when  he 
tells  Francen  that  he  has  no  hopes  of  his 
son,  Neville,  ever  becoming  a  politician  or 
statesman. 

CAST:  Victor  Francen,  Gaby  Morlay, 
Arlette  Marchal,  Jean  Perier,  Jean  Toulout, 
Jean  d'Yd,  Jean  Galland,  Andre  Doanne, 
Jaque  Catelain,  Jean  Worms,  Jacques  Bau- 
mer,  Pizani,  Louis  Seigner,  Paul  Amiot,  Aime 
Clariond,  Andre  Lefour,  Marcelle  Praince, 
Janine  Darcey,  Jacques  Gretillat,  Pierre 
Richard-Willm,  Bernard  Lancret,  Junie 
Astor,  Niva  Raya,  Dorville. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Max  Glass;  Director, 
Marcel  L'Herbier;  presented  at  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Playhouse  and  55th  St.  Playhouse 
with   French  dialogue  and   English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Pentek  Rezi" 

(My  Girl  Friday) 

with    Antal    Pager,    Ida    Turay. 

Hungarian   Pictures  82  Mins. 

MODERATELY  ENTERTAINING  COM- 
EDY HAS  CAST  OF  FIRST-RATE  HUN- 
GARIAN ACTORS. 

Hungarian  fans  should  be  pleased  with 
this  new  import.  It  is  fairly  amusing  and 
has  a  cast  of  Magyar  favorites,  all  of  whom 
are  able  players.  The  picture  has  a  well 
sustained  pace  and  plenty  of  amusing  com- 
plications. Antal  Pager,  Ida  Turay,  Mici 
Erdelyi,  Gabor  Rajnay  and  Maria  Egry 
have  the  principal  roles.  Story  deals  with 
the  love  of  a  girl  in  an  orphanage,  Ida, 
for  the  health  inspector,  Pager.  The  situa- 
tion is  considerably  complicated  by  former 
and  future  fiancee's  of  Pager's,  but  every- 
thing is  worked  out  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  audiences  that  wil|  see  .the  picture. 
Film  has  no  English  titles. 

CAST:  Ida  Turay,  Antal  Pager,  Mici 
Erdelyi,  Gabor  Rajnay,  Maria  Egry,  Jozsef 
Juhasz,  Mariska  Vizvary,  Guyla  Gozon, 
Attila   Petho,  Zsuzsa  Simon. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Harmonia  Films; 
Director,  Laszlo  Vajda.  Presented  at  the 
Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dialogue 
and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Holiday  Biz  Spurts 


(.Continued    1 1  urn   Page    1) 

aters  to  Wometco  .  .  .  Gov't  received 
added  time  to  file  objections  to  de- 
fense interrogatories  in  the  Equity 
suit  ...  D  of  J  asked  for  $3,000,000 
appropriation  and  150  more  aides  to 
prosecute  anti-trust  cases  .  .  .  Nebra- 
ska's anti-Ascap  law  was  doomed  by 
the  Federal  Court. 

*  sfs  # 

THIS  AND  T'OTHER:  James 
Roosevelt  incorporated  his  Globe 
Prods.,  and  owned  up  that,  after  all, 
"The  Bat"  would  be  his  first  pix, 
starting  in  April.  He  named  Henry 
Henigson  v. -p.  and  associate  pro- 
ducer .  .  .  RKO  capitalization  was 
raised  from  a  nominal  $10,900  to 
$21,000,000  .  .  .  Total  pix  produc- 
tion costs  in  the  U.  S.  for  1939  was 
estimated  at  $165,000,000  .  .  . 
"GWTW"  opens  in  80  cities  on  Jan. 
25  and  Feb.  1,  and  M-G-M  estimates 
a  gross  of  $2,500,000  from  the  eight 

theaters  now  playing  it. 

*  *  * 

EASTERN  FRONT:     N.  Y.  film 

critics  selected  Samuel  Goldwyn's 
"Wuthering  Heights"  as  the  year's 
best  film  .  .  .  Jules  Levy  and  "U" 
closed  pact  making  him  a  producer 
.  .  .  N.  Y.  Allied  assailed  "bombast" 
in  producer-distrib.  announcements 
.  .  .  RKO  named  Henry  Edington 
executive  producer,  succeeding  Pan- 
dro  S.  Berman  .  .  .  Recently  signa- 
tured pact  with  exchange  employes 
may  be  reviewed  at  end  of  the  year. 

FOREIGN 

JAPAN:  U.  S.  distribs.,  it  was 
stated,  have  a  year's  backlog  of  pic- 
tures in  Japan.  That  country's  new 
quota   gives   U.   S.   distribs.    81   pix 

to  be  exported  there  during  1940. 

*  *  * 

MEXICO:  Further  impetus  was 
given  to  native  production  in  Mexico 
by  the  announcement  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  free  its  domestic  film 
producers  from  all  taxation. 


La  Varre  Plagiarism  Suit 
vs.  WB  Ordered  to  Trial 


Albany,  N.  Y.— The  Court  of  Ap- 
peals in  the  ease  of  William  La 
Varre,  appellant  vs.  Warner  Bros., 
in  an  opinion  per  curiam,  by  a  four 
to  one  decision,  reversed  the  judg- 
ments of  the  lower  courts  and 
ordered  a  new  trial  with  costs  to 
abide  the  event.  Judge  Irving  Leh- 
man alone  dissented. 

Suit  originally  filed  some  two 
years  ago  alleged  that  Warner  Bros, 
had  plagiarized  two  of  La  Varre's 
stories  in  the  pictures,  "Bedside" 
and  "Gambling  Lady."  The  New 
York  Supreme  Court  dismissed  La 
Varre's  complaint  in  January  1938. 
Plaintiff  later  carried  it  to  the  Court 
of  Appeals. 
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MONEY  TALKS! 

Spend  your  advertising  dollars  where  they  sell  the  most  seats  at  lowest  cost  per 
ticket  sold  and  your  money  will  be  talking  for  you  in  the  only  language  that 
counts...  PROFITS! 

NATIONAL  SCREEN  TRAILERS  reach  more  people  .  .  .  reach  more 

customers  . . .  present  more  selling  points  from  more  different  angles . . . 

quicker . . .  more  dramatically  than  any  other  advertising  you  can  buy. 

9  That's  how  NATIONAL  SCREEN  TRAILERS  have  proven  themselves 

the  best  seller  in  the  business  for  more  than  twenty  years  . . .  making 

more  profits  per  dollar  spent . . . 
*  The  most  concentrated  .  .  .  quick-action  .  .  .  lowest  cost  advertising 

in  the  field. 


The  Prize  Baby 

of  the  Industry 
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Supreme  Court  Kills  Attacks  on  RKO  Reorganization 

WARNERSAND  SAM  GOLDWYN  IN  DISTRIBUTE  DEAL 

Broadway  Records  Fall  Before  Smash  Holiday  "Takes" 


Revenue  20%  Ahead  of  1938, 

Better  Than  50%  Above 

Average  Good  Biz 

Sensational  grosses  poured  into 
the  Broadway  area's  big  pix  palaces 
over  the  three-day  New  Year  week- 
end, shattering  several  records 
which  had  stood  for  many  years. 

Consensus  of  theater  managers 
put  the  enormous  "takes"  at  well 
over  50  per  cent  above  the  average 
good  day's  business,  and  asserted 
that  revenue  on  New  Year's  Eve  and 
Day  were  20  per  cent  better  than 
last  year. 

Sunday    witnessed    the    establish- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

ALLIED'S  BOARD  WILL 
MEET  JAN,  17  OR  24 


National  Allied's  annual  board  of 
directors  meeting  will  be  held  either 
Jan.  17-18  or  Jan.  24-25  in  Wash- 
ington, it  was  learned  yesterday. 
Decision  on  one  of  the  two  dates 
may  be  reached  this  week. 

Formulating  of  the  new  year's 
policies,  election  of  officers  and  se- 
lection of  a  convention  city  will  be 
among  the  important  matters  for 
discussion  at  the  Washington  meet- 
ing. 


Gov't  Files  3  Answers 

in  B  &  K  Contempt  Case 

Chicago — Government  counsel  has 
filed  three  answers  to  the  defen- 
dants in  the  B  &  K  contempt  case 
before  Master  Edgar  Eldredge.  First, 
reply  covers  defendants'  brief  and 
memoranda,     second,     the     Govern- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Sioux  City  Theater  Owners 
Sue  Tri-States,  Affiliated 

Sioux  City,  la.— The  Tri-States 
Theater  Corp.,  and  the  Affiliated 
Theaters,  Inc.,  Were  named  in  a 
$20,258  suit  filed  here  by  P.  H.  Gel- 
fand  and  Jack   Gelfand,  owners  of 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Pandro  Berman  to  Join  Metro  on  Feb.  1; 

Three-Year  Deal  as  a  Producer  Said  Set 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — Pandro    S.    Berman,    who    recently    stepped    down    as    RKO    Radio    studio 
chief,  joins   Metro  on   Feb.   1   on  a   three-year  deal  as  a   producer.      Agreement  on  terms 
has   been   reached,    it  was   learned   yesterday.    Berman,    now    vacationing    in    Sun    Valley, 
Idaho,  may  visit  Chicago,   Pittsbugh  and  New  York  before  returning  here. 

In  welcoming  Berman's  joining  M-C-M,  Louis  B.  Mayer  called  him  one  of  the 
outstanding  producers  of  today,  and  Berman  said  that  it  had  been  his  ultimate  am- 
bition to  be  with   M-G-M. 


Nat'l  Screen  Subsidiary  Closes  Deals 
With  RKO  and  "U";  Others  Pending 


Addition  of  RKO  and  Universal 
to  National  Screen  Service's  acces- 
sories plan  was  announced  yester- 
day. Contracts  cover  approximate- 
ly the  same  commitments  as  those 
included  in  the  Paramount  deal  an- 
nounced last  week  when  it  was  re- 
vealed that  Advertising  Accessories, 
Inc.,  a  subsidiary  of  National  Screen, 
would    produce    and    distribute    the 


majority  of  Paramount's  advertising 
accessories. 

All  three  deals  become  effective 
Feb.  1  and  cover  the  so-called  stand- 
ard accessories  of  the  companies. 
In  situations  where  National  Screen 
has  no  branches,  distribution  for  the 
three  companies'  advertising  will  be 
handled  temporarily  out  of  the  Para- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Bill  to  Legalize  Bingo  to  be  Introduced  in  N.Y. 


Albany — Bingo  legalization  meas- 
ure is  scheduled  for  introduction  in 
the  1940  State  Legislature  which 
convenes  today.  That  it  will  be  op- 
posed by  exhib.  interests  is  a  fore- 
gone conclusion. 

Legislative  agenda  will  include 
several  other  bills  of  direct  interest 
to  showmen — the  Dunnigan-Penny 
measure  implementing  into  law  the 


pari-mutuel  constitutional  amend- 
ment, the  Crews  measure  providing 
for  two  men  in  projection  booths, 
a  measure  to  eliminate  or  license  bill- 
boards and  a  sales  tax  measure, 
among  them. 

The  Dunnigan-Penny  bill  repeals 
the  present  state  admission  tax  for 
horse   racing  but   imposes   a   5   per 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Move  for  Review  of  RKO  Reorg.  Dies 
as  Supreme  Court  Spurns  Writ  Pleas 


Rose  to  Make  Four  Pix 

for  Paramount  in  England 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — David  E.  Rose,  Para- 
mount representative  in  the  British 
Isles,  now  here,  will  make  four  pic- 
tures in  England  this  Spring.  They 
are  "The  Admirable  Crichton"  from 
J.  M.  Barrie's  play;  "Adventure  Ro- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  yesterday  denied  petitions  for 
writs  of  certiorari  in  the  two  cases 
involving  RKO  reorg.  proceedings. 
The  cases  which  the  court  declined 
to  review  were  Cassel  vs.  RKO  and 
Stirn  vs.  Atlas  Corp.  As  usual,  no 
reason  was  given  for  the  decision. 
Justice  Douglas  did  not  participate 
in  the  consideration   or  decision  in 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


WB  to  Release  "Westerner"; 

Will  Also  Handle  Few 

Other  Indies 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Warners  will  release 
Sam  Goldwyn's  production  of  "The 
Westerner,"  it  was  confirmed  yes- 
terday by  representatives  of  the 
distributor. 

Coincidently,  it  was  stated  that 
from  time  to  time,  Warners  will  dis- 
tribute a  "few"  independent-made 
pix,  although  reports  that  the  com- 
pany would  take  on  20  outside  pro- 
ductions were  described  as  "base- 
less." 

Disclosure  that  Warners  and  Gold- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


NOT  ALL  BANK  NIGHTS 
IN  LOTTERY  CATEGORY 


Springfield,  Mass. — The  full  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court  has  upheld 
the  conviction  of  a  film  theater  man- 
ager on  lottery  charges  in  connec- 
tion with  a  Bank  Night  but  warned 
that  it  was  impossible  to  rule  that 
every  Bank  Night  was  a  lottery. 

The  case,  which  has  been  awaited 
by  the  state's  theater  biz  as  a  test, 
was  that  of  Roy  E.  Heffner,  Jr.,  fined 
$100  for  setting  up  and  promoting  a 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Zukor  and  Hicks  to  Sail 
for  So.  America  Jan. 


12 


Adolph  Zukor  is  due  in  New  York 
from  the  Coast  on  Jan.  11  and  will 
sail  the  next  day  with  John  W. 
Hicks,  Paramount's  foreign  depart- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Cohen  Willing  to  Debate 
Neely  Bill;  Urges  "March" 

Willingness   to   debate   the   Neely 
Bill    with    any    legislator,    exhibitor 
or  distributor  was  expressed  yester- 
day by  Max  A.  Cohen,  head  of  New 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 


Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2% 
Columbia  Picts.  pfd..  . 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd..  . 

East.   Kodak   

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pfd..  . 
Paramount    2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe    Film    

RKO     

20th    Century-Fox     .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 


)    7  67/8 

19i/2      191/2 


6%   +     % 
19Vi   +  1 


9  9 

166%  166'/8 


9        +      1/4 
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131/.  i23/4 

37  35% 
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7%       75/8 

85  85 


12%  +  % 
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85       -  l/2 


101/4  10% 

1%  H/4 
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241/2  241/2 

69  69 

3T/8  33/4 

47  47 


101/8  +       % 

U/4       

12         

241/2  +      3/g 

69         

37/s  +     1/4 
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NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3%s46. 1 02 V2  102i/2  102%   +     % 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 %s47     

RKO    6s41     53         52%     53       +  2'/4 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48  85         85         85         


NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 


Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1  %       1  %       1 5/s   +     % 

Technicolor    13%     127/8     13%   +     % 

Trans-Lux     1 1/4       1 14       H4  +     % 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3%       3V4       3%  +     3/8 
Universal  Picts 


N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st   '46 

Loew's   Thea.    Realty   6s    1st   *47 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..   70         72 
Roxy    Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 64 %     661/4 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Equity  Defers  Wage  Scale 
Discussion  for  Tele  Talent 


Failure  of  a  committee  from  the 
American  Federation  of  Radio  Ar- 
tists to  appear  before  the  Equity 
Council  yesterday  deferred  any  dis- 
cussions on  a  wage  scale  for  tele- 
vision, with  the  meeting  scheduled 
to  take  place  next  Tuesday. 

The  Council  voted  to  send  reports 
of  the  recent  investigation  of  the 
relationship  between  Equity  and  the 
4  A's  to  the  Screen  Actors  Guild, 
AFRA  and  Chorus  Equity.  It  was 
indicated  that  the  report  contained 
constructive  suggestions  as  to  how 
certain  economies  could  be  effected 
and  some  action  might  be  taken  af- 
ter it  had  ben  studied  by  these 
unions. 


Para.  Names  Graham  Asst. 
Mgr.  for  Central  America 

Robert  L.  Graham  has  arrived  in 
New  York  over  the  week-end  from 
Ancon,  Canal  Zone,  where  for  the 
past  year  and  a  half  he  has  been 
manager  for  Paramount  Films,  S.  A. 
During  the  next  few  weeks  Graham 
will  engage  in  a  series  of  business 
conferences  with  John  W.  Hicks,  Jr., 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign 
distribution. 

Following  completion  of  these  ses- 
sions, Graham  is  scheduled  to  leave 
for  Mexico  City  where  he  will  become 
assistant  to  Arthur  L.  Pratchett, 
Paramount's  general  manager  for 
Central  America. 


Cummings,  Stern  Address 
M-G-M  Auditors  Here  Today 

Annual  meeting  of  M-G-M's  audi- 
tors got  under  way  yesterday  with 
the  men  discussing  current  problems 
among  themselves.  Today,  Alan  F. 
Cummings,  manager  of  exchange 
operations,  and  Charles  K.  Stern,  as- 
sistant treasurer,  will  address  the 
auditors. 

Attending  the  sessions  are  John 
Ash,  Ben  Wolf,  Thomas  Grady, 
Park  Agnew,  J.  H.  Zimmerman, 
Charles  Aaron,  Robert  Long,  Charles 
School,  Nat  Rochlin,  William  Marsh, 
Jerry  Jonas  and  J.  H.  Collard,  the 
latter  in  charge  of  branch  operations 
for  Regal  Films  of  Canada. 


N. 


J.  Aflied's  Directors 
and  Members  in  Session 


New  Jersey  Allied  will  hold  a 
board  meeting  this  morning  and  a 
membership  session  this  afternoon 
at  the  organization's  headquarters 
in  the  Sardi  Bldg.  The  directors  will 
consider  new  members  at  their  morn- 
ing huddle. 


N. 


Y.  Allied  Metropolitan 
Members  to  Meet  Friday 

New  York  Allied  members  in  the 
Metropolitan  area  will  hold  a  meet- 
ing Friday  in  the  unit's  offices  in  the 
New  Amsterdam  Theater  Bldg.  Up- 
state members  are  slated  to  convene 
in  Buffalo  next  Monday. 


Ben  Radin  to  Ask  Probe 
of  Cameo's  Booth  Charge 

Ben  Radin,  operator  of  the  Cameo 
Theater,  is  scheduled  to  go  to  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Thomas  E.  Dewey's 
office  today  to  ask  for  an  investiga- 
tion to  determine  whether  or  not  an 
alleged  "conspiracy"  exists  whereby 
he  is  forced  to  pay  more  for  the 
operators  in  the  booth  of  the  Cameo 
than  any  other  house  being  operated 
on  42nd  St.,  it  was  reported  yester- 
day. 

It  is  Radin's  claim  that  $375  is 
charged  by  Local  306,  operators' 
union,  for  the  booth  in  the  Cameo, 
but  that  other  houses  and  larger 
houses  on  the  same  street  have  a 
scale  that  does  not  go  over  $275  per 
booth.  Radin  stated  that  the  new 
Pix,  a  1,000-seat  house,  is  paying 
approximately  $100  less  per  week  to 
the  booth  men  than  his  Cameo  The- 
ater, a  540-seat  house. 


Orders  Tax  Commission 

to  Answer  Roxy  Petition 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Charles  B.  McLaughlin  yesterday 
ordered  the  New  York  City  Tax 
Commission  to  file  an  answer  to  the 
petition  of  Roxy  Theater,  Inc.,  for  a 
reduction  of  $995,000  in  assessments 
for  1938.  The  Commission,  under 
Court  order,  must  answer  by  Feb. 
13  or  be  held  in  contempt. 


Twentieth  Century-Fox  Flm  Corp. 
yesterday  filed  application  to  punish 
the  New  York  City  Tax  Commission 
for  contempt  for  failure  to  file  an 
answer  to  its  petition  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  $115,000  on  assessments  for 
1938  on  three  buildings  owned  by 
the  company  in  New  York  City. 


Announce  "GWTW"  Opening 
Dates  on  Loew-Poli  Circuit 


New  Haven  —  Harry  F.  Shaw, 
Loew-Poli  division  manager,  an- 
nounces the  premiere  of  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  in  this  territory  has  been 
scheduled  for  the  Poli,  Worcester  on 
Jan.  26.  Majestic,  Bridgeport,  Col- 
lege, New  Haven,  and  Palace,  Hart- 
ford are  to  follow  on  Feb.  2,  and 
Poli,  Waterbury  and  Poli,  Meridan, 
Feb.  3.  The  program  may  include 
two  daytime  unreserved  shows  and 
one  evening  show,  with  all  Sunday 
shows  reserved.  Admission  price  is 
yet  to  be  announced. 


Wilmington  —   GWTW   opens   at 
Loew's  Theater  here  Jan.  26. 


Cleveland— GWTW  starts  Jan.  26 
at  Loew's  Stillman.  No  policy  an- 
nouncement has  been  made  here. 


Feature-Length  Fantasy 

With  All-Juvenile  Cast 


West  Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Mauri  Rubens,  who 
was  with  the  Shuberts  for  several 
years  and  who  now  operates  Rubens' 
Musical  Workshops,  plans  to  pro- 
duce a  feature-length  fantasy  with 
an  all-child  cast. 


COmiDG  AM  G0MG 


GRAD  SEARS,  JOSEPH  BERNHARD  and  SAM 
SCHNEIDER  are  in  Hollywood  to  confer  with 
H.  M.  and  Jack  Warner,  Hal  B.  Wallis  and 
Charles  Einfeld.  Einfeld  has  deferred  his  trip 
to   New  York  for  about   10  days. 

HERMAN  WOBBER,  20th-Fox  disfcQition 
chieftain,  returns  to  New  York  the  latl^fvart 
of   this  week   from   the   Coast. 

WILLIAM  SUSSMAN,  Eastern  division  man- 
ager of  20th-Fox,   is  vacationing  in   Florida. 

SAMUEL  COLDWYN  is  expected  here  this 
week-end   from   the  Coast. 

RALPH  RIPPS,  of  Metro's  Albany  exchange, 
and  LOUIS  OLSHAN,  Columbia  exchange  cashier 
in  Albany,  were  in  New  York  over  the  week-end. 

ALBERT  MARCOLIES,  publicity  manager  of 
United  Artists,  flies  to  the  Coast  Friday  to 
confer  with  studio  executives  on  campaigns 
for    forthcoming    pictures. 

ED.  M.  SCHNITZER,  Warner  district  man- 
ager, arrived  in  Albany  yesterday  for  a  three- 
day  huddle  at  the  exchange  on   the  Sears  drive. 

JOAN    CRAWFORD   is   here  for  a   vacation. 

PAUL  WILLIAMS,  special  assistant  attorney 
general,   arrives   here   today  from   Washington. 

GEORGE  TUCKER,  RKO  salesman  in  Albany; 
WELDON  PETERS,  of  Paramount's  Albany  staff; 
DICK  HAYES,  also  of  the  Paramount  exchange; 
MR.  and  MRS.  JACK  WALSH,  of  the  Metro 
exchange  there;  and  ELMER  SICHEL,  20th-Fox 
booker  in  Albany,  and  his  wife,  have  left  that 
city  for  vacations  in  different  parts  of  the 
country. 

ARCHIBALD  SILVERMAN,  operator  of  the 
Strand  Theater,  Providence,  arrives  in  New  York 
today  on  the  Santa  Rosa  after  a  vacation  cruise. 

JOE  MILLER,  Columbia  branch  manager  in 
Albany,  and  HARRY  HELLMAN,  Albany  indie 
exhib.,    are   vacationing    in    Florida. 

FRANK  PHELPS,  Warner  theaters  labor  re- 
lations counsel,  has  returned  to  New  York  from 
a   business  trip   to  the  Midwest. 

MACK  LITTMAN,  distributor,  has  returned 
to   New  York  after  a   nation-wide  business  trip. 

MORRIS  COHN,  JACK  ARMM  and  EDDIE 
HOCHSTIM,  Columbia  salesmen  at  the  Albany 
branch;  BEN  DARE  and  FRED  SLITER,  of  the 
20th-Fox  branch  there;  RICHARD  STRUWE,  of 
Warners'  Albany  branch;  GENE  DUFFY,  of  the 
Republic  branch  in  Albany;  SCHUYLER  BEATTIE, 
of  the  Paramount  branch  there;  and  BEN  SMITH, 
of  Pam-O-Films  in  that  city,  return  there  this 
week   after   vacation    trips. 

J.  C.  PORTELL,  Detroit  exhib.,  is  in  Florida 
for   a    vacation. 

GEORGE  DEMBOW  left  last  night  for  Chi- 
cago. 

ANITA  LOUISE  arrives  from  Hollywood  to- 
day for  a  week's  stay. 

CHARLIE  SMAKWITZ,  Warner  Albany  district 
manager,  is  making  a  tour  of  the  circuit's 
theaters   in   Utica. 

MILTON  HYAMS,  salesman  of  the  Metro, 
New  Haven  exchange,  is  visiting  his  daughter 
in    St.    Louis   during   his   vacation. 

TIM  O'TOOLE,  Columbia,  New  Haven  man- 
ager,   is    golfing   down    South. 


Wanted 

35  mm.  motion  picture  scenes  of  small 
Austrian  village  showing  village  square, 
streets,  etc.,  native  dress,  horse  and 
ox-drawn  vehicles,  bicycles,  no  auto- 
mobiles or  modernization. 

RUBY  FILM  CO., 
729  Seventh  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


NOTICE  TO  THE  TRADE! 


GONE  WITH  THE  WIND' 

will  be  shown  everywhere  exactly  as  it 
was  shown  in  its  World  rremiere  in 
Atlanta.  1  here  has  never  been  any 
intention  ol  cutting  the  picture  lollow- 
me  Atlanta. 


Wednesday,  January  3,  1940 
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N.Y.  TO  GET  BINGO 
LEGALIZATION  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
cent  tax  on  the  total  pool,  which  is 
to  include  one-half  of  the  breaks. 
Another  provision  limits  racing  and 
pari-mutuel  betting  licenses  to  tracks 
with  prescribed  spectator  and  auto 
capacities.  Still  another  provides 
for  concurrent  racing  on  a  zone  basis 
and  for  reasonable  increase  of  num- 
ber  of  tracks    in   each   zone. 

The  program  of  certain  Re- 
publican leaders  to  enact  a  sales  tax 
law  in  New  York  State  received  a 
serious  set-back  yesterday  when  it 
was  revealed  by  the  Social  Welfare 
Department  that  "home  relief"  has 
materially  decreased  during  the  past 
months. 

New  York's  legislature  will  save 
at  least  three  weeks  over  past  bodies 
due  to  the  two-year  Assembly  terms 
which  will  obviate  the  need  for  or- 
ganization. 


Rose  to  Make  Four  Pix 

for  Paramount  in  England 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

mance,"  based  on  the  Round  Table 
legend;  "What  Ho!",  which  will  con- 
tinue the  adventures  of  an  icono- 
clastic young  American  of  British 
ancestry  who  returns  to  the  country 
of  his  forefathers;  and  a  story  of 
romance  and  adventure  in  the  South 
African  back  country,  based  on  the 
life  of  Barney  Barnato,  South  Af- 
rican diamond  king  and  an  associate 
of  Cecil  Rhodes. 

Madeleine   Carroll  will  be  in  one 
of  the  pictures. 


Wilmington  C  of  C  Backs 
Exhibs.  on  Standee  Issue 


Wilmington  —  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce here  is  backing  exhib.  protest 
against  the  inclusion  in  the  pending 
fire  ordinance  of  a  provision  which 
would  forbid  standing  room  between 
the  last  row  of  seats  and  the  foyer 
wall.  Exhibs.  want  the  existing  law 
as  embodied  in  the  Building  Code, 
permitting  standees  provided  a  five- 
foot  clear  aisle  is  maintained,  con- 
tinued. Department  of  Public  safety 
is  supporting  the  fire  ordinance. 


Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 

to   the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

JANUARY   3 

George  B.  Seitz 

Anna    May   Wong 

Eddie  Cribbon 

Dorothy  Arzner 

Marion   Davies 

Paul   Benjamin 


ALONG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DAVY-, 

▼  T  T 


•  •      •     BACK  to  work  came  the  local  industry  legions  yester  mom 

getting  into  harness  for  the  first  time  this  year and  ready 

to  make  the  most  of  1940 Along  with  them  came  that  fortunately 

minute  minority  of  pessimists and  yesterday   morning  must  have 

been  hell  on  wheels  for  this  latter  contingent You  can  just  picture 

the    calamity-sh outers gloomily    re-occupying    their    desks 

after   three   solid  days   of   "sorrow-drowning" instead   of   carefree 

celebration  for  all   that   the   past   has   contributed and   the   future 

holds. ..  .This  comer  can  think  of  nothing  quite  as  bleak  as  a  "hang- 
over"   from  "sorrow-drowning" for  in  addition  to  the  "hang- 
over"  are   all   the    alleged   sorrows back    again! But 

worst  of  all in  the  case  of  yesterday  morning's  re-plodding  pessi- 
mists  must  have  been  their  chagrin at  gandering  the  reviews 

of  the  U.  S.  business  world as  published  in  the  morning  newspapers 

Indeed   1939  was  quite   a  year! But  what  was  even  more 

dreadful   to  the   tear-shedders were   all  those   statements   of   solid 

confidence  expressed  anent  1940 by  the  leaders  of  commerce  from 

coast  to  coast! 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  AMONG  the  brightest  and  newest  of  things  in  the 
New  Year  can   be   seen  o'er  at  W.   &  J.   Sloane's   and  Bonwit 

Teller's in  their  respective  Fifth  Ave.  windows,  we  mean 

for  therein  are  the  tie-ups  effectuated  by  UA's  Lynn  Farnol 

in  behalf  of  "Rebecca" Mister  Selznick's  new  opus Your 

correspondent  has  seen  a  lot  of  window  exploitation but  to 

date  this  takes  the  palm not  only  because  of  the  unusualness 

of  the  displays but  because  they  mark  the  first  instance  in 

our  memory of  an  actually  non-appearing  screen  character 

being  exploited as  has  so  often  been  the  case  with  "tangible" 

or  "living"  characters  of  fiction  and  film Bonwit  Tetter  dis- 
plays the  ghostly  Rebecca's  wardrobe via  no  less  than  eight 

windows 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     SPEAKING  of  Mister  Selznick he  and  Russell  Birdwell 

are  reported  currently  huddling  on  a  special  campaign based  on 

Walter  Winchell's  statement  of  recent  date that  "'Gone  With  the 

Wind'  is  a  greater  picture  than  'Birth  of  a  Nation'".  .  .  •  Another 
matter  worth  recording  at  the  outset  of  this  New  Year is  the  man- 
ner   in    which    institutional    Collier's    mag went    to    town    in    the 

Jan.  6  issue  for  the  UA-Roach  pix  "Of  Mice'  and  Men" It's  very  unlike 

Collier's   to  be   so  profligate   with   its   space re   any  movie 

and  so,  set  down  another  mark  of  unusualness  for  1940 


•     •     •     THOSE  who  have  in  mind  and  heart  the  bigger  and 

better  triumphs  of  filmland are  hoping  that  the  present  fracas 

o'er  in  Finland  will  bring  no  harm  to  Jan  Sibelius ......  labeled 

by  so  many  authorities  in  the  world  of  music as  the  great- 
est living  composer Mr.  Sibelius,  like  so  many  other  in- 
tensely human  beings has   long   been  a  "fan"  of  Mr.   Walt 

Disney and   it  is   known   on   the  "inside"   of  filmland 

that  the  Great  Sibelius  expressed  a  desire  to  write  an  original 

music  score  for  a  suitable  Disney  opus So  if  Walt  finds  it 

and  all  goes  well  with  Finland  and  Sibelius the  latter 

will   some    day    fulfill    his    part    of   the    "partnership" and 

wouldn't  that  be  sumpin'? 


<€     «     « 


»     »    » 


WARNERS,  GOLDWYN 
IN  DISTRIBUTION  DEAL 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

wyn  had  set  a  deal  came  as  a  dis- 
tinct surprise.  While  Goldwyn  re- 
cently announced  that  he  was  ^rui- 
nating his  UA  contract  and^xiat 
"The  Westerner"  would  go  else- 
where, and  reports  that  he  was  dis- 
cussing releasing  arrangements  else- 
where were  current,  the  name  of 
Warners  had  not  been  mentioned  in 
connection  with  the  latter. 

Goldwyn  left  last  night  for  New 
York  to  attend  the  banquet  given  by 
the  New  York  critics  at  which  he 
will  receive  their  award  for  "Wuth- 
ering  Heights"  which  they  voted  the 
best  picture  of  1939. 


Gradwell  L.  Sears,  Warner  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  Joseph  Bernhard, 
general  manager  of  Warner  The- 
aters and  Sam  Schneider,  home  office 
executive,  left  suddenly  Saturday 
for  Hollywood  for  conferences  with 
H.  M.  Warner,  Jack  L.  Warner,  Hal 
B.  Wallis  and  Charles  Einfeld.  They 
will  discuss  the  handling  of  "The 
Fighting  Sixty-Ninth"  and  "Magic 
Bullets"  throughout  the  country, 
and  also  Goldwyn's  "Westerner"  to 
be  an  early  1940  release. 


UA  Position  Unchanged; 
Court  Action  Expected 

United  Artists'  attitude  towards 
Samuel  Goldwyn's  intention  to  dis- 
tribute "The  Westerner"  through  a 
company  other  than  UA  remains 
unchanged,  Charles  Schwartz,  attor- 
ney for  Charles  Chaplin,  said  yes- 
terday in  commenting  on  Warner 
Bros.'  announcement  that  it  would 
handle   Goldwyn's  latest  picture. 

The  company's  often-repeated 
stand  that  it  would  resist  any  at- 
tempts to  release  the  picture  through 
another  company  is  still  in  force, 
Schwartz  said,  indicating  that  legal 
steps  to  enforce  Goldwyn's  exclusive 
contract  with  UA  were  in  the  offing. 

Other  UA  executives  declined  to 
make  formal  comment. 


Ida  Bartell  Stricken 

Cleveland  —  Miss  Ida  Bartell, 
M-G-M  inspectress  for  the  past 
eleven  years,  dropped  dead  of  a 
heart  attack  as  she  was  delivering 
holiday  gifts. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Ruth  Bobar,  inspectress  in  the 
M-G-M  Albany  exchange,  has  an- 
nounced her  engagement  to  Steve 
Wilski  of  New  York  Mills,  N.  Y. 
Wilski,  a  star  pitcher  for  the  Al- 
bany Eastern  League  baseball  club, 
met  Miss  Bobar  in  exchange  circles. 

Cleveland — Rose  Leavitt,  secretary 
to  20th-Fox  ad  sales  manager  Nate 
Scott,  and  Clara  Bornstein  of  the 
secretarial  department  are  on  honey- 
moon trips. 


A  GREAT  TEAM 

and  they're  both  box-office  champs 
In  A  Streamlined  ROMANCE . . . 


m    m    a 


(g;r 


CARY  GRANT 

Rosalind  RUSSELL 

in  HOWARD  HAWKS' 

HIS  GIRL  FRIDAY 

with  RALPH  BELLAMY 

GENE  LOCKHART   •  Helen  Mack 

Based  on  a  play  by  Ben  Hecht  and  Charles  MacArthur*  Screen 

play  by  Charles  Lederer  •   Directed  by  HOWARD  HAWKS 

A    COLUMBIA    PICTURE 


PRINTED    IN    U.S.A. 


GENERAL  RELEASE-JAN.  18th 
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RKO  AND  "U"  CLOSE 
ACCESSORIES  DEALS 


{Continued  from  Page    1) 

mount  exchanges;  namely,  Albany, 
Buffalo,  New  Haven,  Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati,  Salt  Lake  City,  Indian- 
ape*  3  Milwaukee  and  Portland, 
Ore.- 

Advertising  Accessories,  Inc.,  it 
was  explained  yesterday  by  Charles 
Casanave,  vice-president  and  general 
manager,  has  been  granted  the  ex- 
clusive rights  to  these  companies' 
standard  and  specialty  accessories. 
Cassanave  explained  that  the  plan 
had  been  in  preparation  for  more 
than  five  years  and,  judging  by  the 
favorable  reaction  from  exhibitor 
leaders  following  the  Paramount  an- 
nouncement, the  proposed  system  is 
both  practical  and  desirable. 

Casanave  asserted  that  display 
advertising  issued  by  distributors 
today  was  virtually  the  same  as  it 
was  25  years  ago  and  that  the  new 
plan  called  for  a  "streamlined  and 
modern"   program   of   accessories. 

To  eliminate  any  belief  that  the 
proposed  formula  would  give  same- 
ness or  "stereotyped"  appearances  to 
all  advertising,  Casanave  stressed 
the  point  that  original  layouts  and 
visuals  would  be  prepared  by  the 
individual  companies  and  then  turned 
over  to  AA,  Inc.,  for  production 
and  distribution.  Accessories,  he 
said,  would  be  strictly  on  a  rental 
basis. 

Negotiations  are  on  with  two  or 
three  other  major  companies,  Cas- 
anave said,  adding  that  as  many  of 
the  affected  personnel  of  the  compa- 
nies as  possible  would  be  absorbed 
by  the  new  central  accessories  or- 
ganization and  that  sincere  efforts 
would  be  made  by  the  companies  to 
take  care  of  the  others. 

AA,  Inc.,  plans  to  have  31 
branches  in  operation  when  the  ma- 
chinery for  the  handling  of  the 
projects  is  complete. 


Zukor  and  Hicks  to  Sail 
for  So.  America  Jan. 


12 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

ment  chief,  for  a  tour  of  the  prin- 
cipal countries  of  South  America. 
They  will  not  return  before  the  mid- 
dle of  March. 


John  W.  Pulsifer  Dead 

Lewiston,  Me.  —  John  Winslow 
Pulsifer,  75,  who  operated  motion 
picture  theaters  in  Brunswick  and 
Berlin,  N.  H.,  died  after  a  brief 
illness. 


Four  Features  and 
Coffee — 35  Cents 

It  was  left  for  the  management  of 
the  Lane  Theater,  181st  St.,  to  greet 
the  advent  of  1940  with  four  features 
— "What  a  Life,"  "Jamaica  Inn,"  "A 
Day  at  the  Circus"  and  "Intermezzo" 
— and  coffee  on  the  house.  B.  O.  tariff 
was  35  cents. 


Year's  Summary  of  N.  Y.  Stock  and  Bond  Sales 


New  York  Stock  Market  Sales  Reach  5,370,880 


1939 


1938 


Stocks  and  Dividends  in  Dollars 

American     Seat     (/)  g 

Columbia   Pictures   vtc.    (2  J4  %)  f . .  . . 

Columbia   Pictures   pfd.    (2.41)  k 

Consolidated  Film    Ind 

Consolidated  Film   Ind.    pfd.    (1)  k.  .  . 

Eastman     Kodak     (6.00) 

Eastman    Kodak    pfd.    (6.00) 

General    Theater    Equipment    (.80)  g. 

Loew's    (2.00)  a 

Loew's  pfd.   (6.50) 

Paramount     (.15)  g 

Paramount   1st  pfd.    (6.00) 

Paramount   2nd   pfd.    (.60) 

Pathe    Film     

RKO*     

20th   Century-Fox    

20th   Century-Fox   pfd.    (1.50) 

Universal    Pictures,   pfd.** 

Warner    Bros 

Warner    Bros,     pfd.** 


TOTAL 


Sales 

59,300 

82,600 

16,600 

53,400 

82,000 

253,500 

4,350 

124,600 

533,900 

10,600 

1,461,300 

28,500 

135,900 

728,300 

287,200 

456,800 

48,300 

5,090 

984,400 

12,240 

5.370,880 


High 

20 

155/1 

30  / 
2/ 

12  / 
186  "/8 
183/ 

15/ 

54/2 
109J4 

14/s 
107/ 

135/8 

13/s 
2/s 

26/ 

34/ 

78 
6/ 

58 


Date 
1-3 


1-4 
7-17 

1-4 


Low 

9 

6/ 

15/ 

34 

7/ 

138/ 

155/ 

8/ 

30/ 

101/ 

6/ 

72 

7H 

5/ 

1/ 

uh 

193/ 

45/ 
3/ 
36 


Date 
9-5 


Last 

10/ 

6/ 

18/ 

1 

834 

166/ 

175 

12/ 

35/ 

105/ 

7/8 

85/ 

9 
10 

1/ 
12 

24/ 
69 

3'/ 
473/ 


Net  Change 

—  9// 

—  8/ 

—  7/ 

—  / 

—  1/ 
—17/ 
+  2 

—  3 
—18/ 

—  34 

—  6 
—17/ 

—  4 

—  / 

—  1/ 
—14/ 
—10/ 
+   1 

—  25/ 
+  8 


High 

23/ 

19 

3534 
2/ 

12/ 
187 
173 

1634 

62/ 
111/ 

1334 
103 

13/ 

14/ 
5/s 

28/ 

38 

83 
8 

45 


Low 

7/8 

9 
25/ 

1 

4/ 
121/ 
157 

8/ 
33 
99 

5/ 
65 

5/ 

3/ 

134 
16/s 
25/ 
27/ 

334 
20 


**  Unit   of   trading,    10    shares. 

*  In  bankruptcy  or  receivership  or  being  reorganized  under  Bankruptcy    Act,   or   securities   assumed   by   such   companies. 

Rates   of   dividend    in   the   foregoing   table    are   annual   disbursements    based    on    the    last    quarterly    or    semi-annual    declaration.        Unless 
otherwise  noted,  special   or  extra  dividends   are  not   included. 

a  Also  extra   or   extras.      f  Payable   in    stock.       g  Declared    or   paid   so   far  this  year,     k  Accumulated  dividends   paid  or  declared  this  year. 


New  York  Curb  Market  Sales  Total  905,500 


1939 


1938 


Stocks  and  Dividends  in  Dollars 

Monogram    Pictures*     

Sonotone   Corp.    (.15)  g* 

Technicolor    (1.00)  g    

Trans-Lux*      

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Pictures    


TOTAL 


Sates 

High            Date 

Low 

Date 

Last 

> 

Net  Change 

High 

Low 

62,000 

3/ 

/ 

- 

34 

- 1/ 

3/ 

1/ 

56,800 

1/ 

1/ 

- 

1/ 

1/ 

134 

209,000 

22/ 

9/ 

12/ 

-  9/ 

26/ 

14/ 

54,700 

2/ 

1 

1/ 

—     / 

3/ 

1/ 

449,000 

4/ 

2/ 

2/ 

—  134 

74,000 

9/ 

6 

834 

+    1/8 

10 

3 

905,500 


*  Stocks  so  marked  are  fully  listed  on  the  Curb  Exchange.  All  others  are  dealt  in  on  an  unlisted  trading  basis.  Rates  of  dividends  in  the 
foregoing  table  are  annual  disbursements  based  on  the  last  quarterly  or  semi-annual  declaration.  Unless  otherwise  noted  special  or  extra 
dividends  are  not  included,     g  Declared  or  paid  so  far  this  year. 


New  York  Bond  Market  Sales  for  1959,  $9,046,000 

1939 


1938 


Bonds    and   Maturity 

Keith   B.   F.   ref.   6s46 

Loew's   deb.    3/s46 

Paramount    Broadway    3s55 
Paramount   Pictures    6s55x 
Paramount    Pictures    cv    3/s47. 

RKO    6s41*t$ 

RKO     6s41s*  t  $     

Warner   Bros.   dbs.    6s48 


Sales 

High 

Date 

Low 

Date 

Last 

Net  Change 

High 

Low 

$786,000 

102 

12-5 

93/ 

4-11 

102 

+  10 

95 

80 

3,391,000 

103/ 

7-26 

92 

9-28 

102/ 

+  334 

10254 

94/ 

397,000 

57/ 

1-17 

45/ 

12-21 

48 

—  9/ 

63 

56 

651,000 

102 

3-8 

99/ 

1-3 

100/ 

+  1 

100 

81 

1,750,000 

91/ 

8-15 

77 

9-26 

83/ 

—  4/ 

87/ 

57 

1,136,000 

79 

1-18 

50/ 

12-20 

5034 

—2234 

81 

52/ 

10,000 

63 

6-23 

63 

935,000 

92 

7-10 

79/ 

9-21 

85 

$9,046,000 

TOTAL     $9,046,000 

x  Issue  called,     t  Selling  flat  on  account  of  default.     $  Matured  bonds.      *  Being    reorganized    under    the    bankruptcy    act. 


RKO  Signs  6  More  Circuits 

Ned  E.  Depinet  of  RKO  Radio 
yesterday  announced  the  closing  of 
six  additional  circuits  for  1939-40 
product.  .  The  deals  embrace  the 
Frisina  Circuit,  representing  19 
houses  in  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Iowa; 
first-run  deal  in  St.  Louis  with  F  & 
M;  Nasser  Circuit,  comprising  the- 
aters in  San  Francisco  and  Alameda; 
Publix-Nace  Circuit  of  11  theaters 
in  Arizona;  the  Demordaunt-Dren- 
nen  Circuit  of  five  theaters  in  Idaho 
and  the  Moran  &  Isley  Circuit,  com- 
prising nine  situations  in  Oklahoma. 


See  Big  Tele  Improvements 

Larry  E.  Gubb,  president  of  Philco 
Radio  &  Television  Corp.,  Philadel- 
phia, in  his  annual  statement  issued 
yesterday,  reported  that  important 
improvements  in  television  will 
occur  during  the  coming  year. 


MacKenzie  On  Vacation 

H.  B.  MacKenzie,  manager  of  the 
Western  Electric  Company  of  Ar- 
gentina, has  returned  to  the  United 
States  for  an  extended  vacation. 
Following  a  visit  to  his  home  in 
Evanston,  111.,  he  will  confer  with 
officials  of  Erpi  in  New  York  prior 
to  sailing  for  Buenos  Aires  Feb.  15. 


Aid  Finnish  Relief 

Chicago — B  &  K  and  the  Great 
States  Theaters  circuits,  each  listed 
for  a  $500  contribution  to  the  Fin- 
nish Relief  fund.  Chicago  theaters 
went  over  the  top  in  the  Community 
Fund  drive  under  the  direction  of 
Jack  Kirsch,  John  Balaban  and 
James  Coston. 


GE  Vice-President  Dead 

Baltimore — Maj.  Edwin  W.  Allen, 
60,  vice-president  of  GE,  died  at 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  where  he 
had  been  a  patient  for  three  months. 


25-Piece  Ork  for  Sundays 

Proposed  In  Springfield 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  Members  of 
the  Hampden  County  Musicians'  As- 
sociation will  vote  Sunday  whether 
to  accept  the  proposition  of  Nathan 
E.  Goldstein,  president  of  Western 
Massachusetts  Theaters,  Inc.  to  place 
25  players  in  the  Paramount  The- 
ater for  Sunday  performances  with 
motion    pictures. 


Steeplejack  Gets  WB  $1,000 

The  $1,000  prize  for  the  best  of 
the  Floyd  Gibbons  "Your  True  Ad- 
ventures" series  of  shorts  produced 
by  Vitaphone  during  1938-39  has 
been  awarded  to  Pat  Jennings,  vet- 
eran steeplejack  of  Lawrence,  Mass., 
it  was  announced  yesterday.  "High 
Peril"  was  the  title  of  the  prize 
winning  short,  dealing  with  steeple- 
jacks. The  check  award  was  made 
by  Maj.  Albert  Warner. 
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NOT  ALL  BANK  NIGHTS 
IN  LOTTERY  CATEGORY 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

lottery  at  the  Key  Theater  in  Mid- 
dleboro,  Dec.  29,  1938.  A  prize  of 
$100  was  awarded  a  man  who  was 
outside  when  the  number  was  drawn, 
and  whose  name  was  called  from 
the  fire  escape  by  the  theater  man- 
ager. 

Test  of  whether  a  Bank  Night 
is  a  lottery  is  "whether  that  group 
who  did  pay  for  admission  were  pay- 
ing in  part  for  the  chance  of  a 
prize,"  the  court  said. 

"We  can  no  more  say,"  the  de- 
cision read  in  part,  "that  it  can 
never  be  possible  to  operate  Bank 
Night  so  as  to  wholly  remove  the 
element  of  price  paid  for  a  chance 
from  the  admission  fee,  than  we  can 
say  that  as  matter  of  law  the  plan 
is  always  free  from  taint.  It  seems 
likely  that  the  decision  will  com- 
monly, though  not  always,  rest  in 
the  domain  of  fact." 


Indianapolis  —  Louis  B.  Golden, 
manager  of  the  Tower  Theater,  and 
an  employe  are  being  held  on 
charges  of  operating  a  lottery  and 
gift  enterprise.  Police  arrested 
them  following  a  drawing. 

Chicago — Police  crackdown  on  a 
Keno  game  in  Wilmette,  suburb, 
cheered  north  shore  exhibs.  who 
have  found  the  games  a  b.  o.  prob- 
lem. 


Chi.  Theaters  Oppose  Extension  of  Night 

Baseball  Games;  Point  to  Attendance  Loss 

Chicago — Theater  interests  here  will  oppose  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
night  baseball  games  here  in  1940,  pointing  out  that  the  200,000  attendance  hung 
up  by  the  seven  night  games  played  last  season  by  the  White  Sox  was  reflected 
in    a    drop    at    the    b.o. 


Gov't  Files  3  Answers 

in  B  &  K  Contempt  Case 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

ment's  objections  to  the  proposed 
findings  of  fact,  and  third,  the  Gov- 
ernment objections  to  conclusions  of 
law,  submitted  bv   defendants. 


Hollywood  Studios  Send 

Five  Pix  Before  Cameras 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Five  new  pictures  are 
scheduled  to  go  into  production  this 
week: 

At  Paramount:  "Woman  From 
Hell"  with  Jean  Cagney  and  Richard 
Denning. 

At  M-G-M:  "Hooray  I'm  Alive" 
with  Frank  Morgan  and  Ann  Ruther- 
ford. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Twinkle, 
Twinkle  Little  Star"  with  Linda  Dar- 
nell; and  "Earthbound"  with  Warner 
Baxter  and  Andrea  Leeds. 

At  Universal:  "Black  Friday"  with 
Boris  Karloff  and  Bela  Lugosi. 


RKO  Buys  Lyric  Theater 

Building  in  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati  —  The  Lyric  theater 
building  has  been  acquired  by  RKO 
Midwest  Corp.,  from  the  Heuck's 
Opera  House  Co.  The  building  had 
been  leased  by  RKO  20  years  ago, 
with  the  privilege  of  purchase  at 
$680,000. 

The  deal  disposes  of  the  last  the- 
ater owned  by  Heuck's,  others  being 
People's,  Heuck's,  and  Lyric,  all  on 
Vine  St.,  and  The  Lyceum  on  Cen- 
tral Ave.     

L  of  D  Slaps  GWTW 

National  Legion  of  Decency's  cur- 
rent listing  classifies  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  as  "objectionable  in  part,"  its 
decision  being  announced  as  based 
upon  "the  low  moral  character,  prin- 
ciples and  behavior  of  the  main  fig- 
ures as  depicted  in  the  film;  sug- 
gestive implications;  the  attractive 
portrayal  of  the  immoral  character 
of  a  supporting  role  in  the  story." 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — David  O.  Selznick  last 
night  refused  to  comment  on  the 
finding  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
objectionable  in  part  by  the  Legion 
of  Decency. 


SIOUX  CITY  EXHIB. 
SUES  TWO  CIRCUITS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Garden  theater  at  Sioux  City. 
The  owners  of  the  movie  house 
charge  the  two  theater  groun/^vith 
a  plot  to  "freeze  out  of  buiJRoss" 
the  Garden  theater.  The  alleged 
"freeze-out"  threat  was  claimed  to 
have  been  made  at  a  meeting  of 
theater  operators  in  1936,  the  Gel- 
fands  asserted. 

The  Gelfands,  in  their  suit,  ask 
$15,000  exemplary  damages  and  $5,- 
258  actual  loss.  They  allege  that 
when  Bank  Nights  were  started  at 
Sioux  City,  they  and  several  other 
theater  owners  agreed  to  increase 
the  admission  price,  but  the  Garden 
alone  was  forced  finally  to  move 
into  the  higher  bracket. 


Cohen  Willing  to  Debate 
NeelyBill;  Urges  "March" 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

York  Allied,  who  proposed  a  march 
on  Washington  in  a  move  to  defeat 
the  measure. 

Cohen's  statement  declared  that 
"if  every  fair-minded,  clear  think- 
ing exhibitor  would  stop  to  analyze 
the  Neely  Bill  with  all  its  prohibitive 
restrictions,  he  would  let  out  a  howl 
that  would  be  heard  around  the  con- 
tinent." 


Louella  O.  Parsons 

And 

HER  STARS  OF  1940 


JUNE  PREISSER 

Courtesy  MGM 

ARLEEN  WHELAN 

Courtesy  20th  Century-Fox 


RONALD  REAGAN 

Courtesy  Warner  Bros. 

JOY  HODGES 

Courtesy  Universal 


JANE  WYMAN 

Courtesy  Warner  Bros. 

SUSAN  HAYWARD 

Courtesy  Paramount 


MECCA  GRAHAM 

Written  by 

EDGAR  ALLEN  WOOLF 


JACK  MULCAHY 

Company  Manager 
Staged  by 

MACKLIN  MEGLEY 


PRODUCED    AND    MANAGED    BY    LEO    MORRISON,    INC 


The  FILM  DAILY  Poll 

ot  the  CRITICS  oi  the  Nation 
9  to  determine  the 

TEN  BEST 

Pictures  of  1939  is  closed 


542 


Ballots  Cast 


(a  record) 


CO  TEN  BEST  Polls  conducted 
locally  by  newspapers  (a  record) 

(winners  determined  by  FILM  DAILY  Critics  Poll  result) 

EVERY   STATE   COVERED  (™:?,") 

i  The  entire  Motion  Picture  Industry  and 
millions  of  the  general  public  are 
anxiously  awaiting  the  announcement  of 

THE  TEN  BEST  PICTURES  of  1939 

As  selected  by  the  critics  in  the   FILM  DAILY  Annual  Poll 
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'WAY  RECORDS  FALL 
BEFORE  SMASH  'TAKES' 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

merit  of  a  new  all-time  high  record 
for  a  single  day's  business  at  the 
Radio  City  Music  Hall,  according 
to  Managing  Director  W.  G.  Van 
Schmus.  The  combination  which 
hung  up  the  new  high  gross  was 
furnished  by  "The  Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame"  on  the  screen,  the  holi- 
day stage  show  specatcle,  and  the 
fact  that  the  Sunday  scale  of  prices 
prevailed,  augmented  by  the  extra 
New  Year's  Eve  performance.  But 
the  record  was  attained  despite  the 
circumstance  that  the  house  didn't 
open  its  doors  until  Sunday  noon.  The 
previous  high  gross  for  a  single  day 
was  on  Washington's  Birthday,  1936, 
when  "Follow  the  Fleet"  was  the 
pix. 

RKO's  "Hunchback  Of  Notre 
Dame"  set  a  fast  pace  in  key  city 
openings  during  the  past  week  and 
week-end.  In  Hartford  it  was  ex- 
pected to  break  all  records  at  the 
Warner  Strand.  It  set  a  new  record 
at  the  Palace  in  Montreal  for  the 
first  four  days  and  it  broke  all  rec- 
ords for  RKO  product  at  the  Em- 
boyd,  Fort  Wayne.  Chicago,  Cincin- 
nati, Boston,  Providence  and  other 
key  runs  also  gave  the  film  impres- 
sive box-office  grosses. 

Roxy's    Biggest    "Take" 

New  Year's  Eve  also  saw  the 
high  gross  record  of  the  Roxy,  show- 
ing "Swanee  River,"  shattered,  the 
"take"  being  the  biggest  since  the 
house  opened  in  1924.  Management 
reports  that  40,000  crammed  into  the 
house  to  set  the  new  mark,  which 
also  sets  a  high  for  all  previous 
New  Year's  Eves.  Additionally  fell 
the  four-day  mark  set  by  "Alexan- 
der's Ragtime  Band,"  the  new  total 
soaring  to  89,207  attendance. 
■  From  the  Paramount's  manage- 
ment came  word  that  the  holiday 
week-end  brought  the  biggest  busi- 
ness since  the  house  opened  13  years 
ago,  and  that  the  continually  large 
grosses  established  by  the  current 
attraction,  "Gulliver's  Travels,"  the 
picture  would  be  held  for  an  indefi- 
nite run. 

The  full  length  cartoon  feature 
starts  its  third  week  today  and  the 
theater  will  continue  to  open  at  8:30 
a.m.  daily,  with  five  de  luxe  shows 
in  addition  to  an  extra  midnight 
screen  show  every  night. 

264,798  See  "Gulliver" 

During  its  first  two  weeks,  "Gul- 
liver" played  to  264,798  persons,  13,- 
000  having  entered  the  theater  before 
3  p.m.  on  five  successive  days  during 
the  holiday  period.  Bob  Weitman, 
manager  of  the  Paramount,  said 
yesterday  that  another  record  was 
established  when  72,927  children  saw 
the  show  without  one  youngster 
"being  lost,  strayed  or  stolen." 

Stage  show  includes  Glen  Gray's 
Casa  Loma  orchestra,  Jimmy  Savo, 
the  Merry  Macs  and  Don  Baker  at 
the  organ. 

"Four  Wives"  did  capacity  busi- 
ness  at  the   Strand  throughout  the 


Rogers  to  Fill  P.  A. 
Dates  Without  Fees 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  A  gesture  decidedly 
unique  in  show  biz,  Roy  Rogers  will 
fill  p. a.  dates  on  a  three  weeks'  tour 
of  the  Pacific  Northwest  not  only  with- 
out fee,  but  meeting  his  own  expenses 
en  route.  Explanation  is  that  plans 
twice  for  the  tour  were  cancelled,  and 
Rogers  feels  it's  up  to  him  to  repay 
the  exhibs.   for  the  trouble  caused  them. 


Supreme  Court  Upholds 

NLRB'S  Broad  Powers 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Exercise  of  broad 
powers  by  the  NLRB  was  confirmed 
yesterday  by  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  in  a  series  of  challenges  to 
its    authority. 


three-day  holiday  and  will  be  held 
over  for  a  third  week  at  that  house, 
starting  Friday.  Abe  Lyman  and  his 
band    also    remain. 

Capacity  business  also  prevailed 
at  the  Rivoli,  showing  Paramount's 
"The  Light  That  Failed,"  indicating 
that  the  pix  will  remain  on  Broad- 
way for  some  time. 

At  the  Paramount,  Roxy,  Rivoli 
and  Strand  an  admish  of  $1.50  pre- 
vailed for  New  Year's  Eve. 

"GWTW"   $104,500  in   Week 

The  Capitol  and  Astor,  the  latter 
on  a  reserved  seat  policy,  were 
packed  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind." 
GWTW  is  said  by  Metro  to  have 
done  $22,000  in  its  second  Astor  week, 
$82,500  in  its  second  week  at  the 
Capitol,  latter  figure  about  $5,000 
more  than  the  first  week. 

Report  from  the  field,  made  avail- 
able by  Metro,  reveal  GWTW  second 
week  grosses  as  follows:  Boston  (two 
houses),  $92,000;  Atlanta;  $25,000; 
Cincinnati,  $30,000,  $5,000  more  than 
the  first  week;  Reading,  $18,000; 
Harrisburg,  $15,500.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  pix  will  do  $65,000 
in  two  houses  on  the  Coast. 


Up-state  New  Year's  Week-end 
Biz  is  Ahead  of  Expectations 

Albany  —  Cities  reported  better 
than  expectation  biz  for  the  three- 
day  New  Year's  week-end  with 
Schine,  Fabian,  Warner,  Kallet  and 
Smalley  circuits,  which  hit  all  the 
key  spots,  doing  well. 

Fabian  and  Warner  spots  in  the 
Albany  sector  held  midnight  shows 
Saturday  as  well  as  Sunday  to  pack 
in  the  late-niters.  Elsewhere  from 
Utica  to  the  border,  first-run  the- 
aters generally  played  the  late  Sat- 
urday as  well  as  Sunday  engage- 
ment. 

Exchange  reports  from  key  Schine, 
Smalley  and  Kallet  circuits  were 
very  good. 


Resume  Beano  Licenses 

Springfield,  Mass. — Beano  licenses 
will  be  issued  again  for  operation  of 
the  games  which  were  discontinued 
during  the  holiday  season,  Mayor 
Putnam  said. 


SUPREME  COURT  KILLS 
RKO  REORG.  ATTACKS 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

either  case.  Yesterday's  action  by 
the  high  court  ends  any  hope  of  re- 
view of  the  RKO  reorg. 

The  Cassell  case  had  as  petition- 
ers, Hugh  Cassell,  Karl  Nathan,  Ja- 
cob Heller,  Justin  Condon  and  Ig- 
natius Wahl,  co-partners  doing  busi- 
ness as  H.  Cassell  &  Co.  Atlas  Corp. 
was  a  respondent  as  well  as  RKO. 
The  petitioners  contended  that  the 
proposed  reorg.  plan  was  unfair  be- 
cause it  does  not  adequately  com- 
pensate the  debenture  holders  for 
their  claims  and  for  the  loss  of  their 
security  and  preferred  creditor  sta- 
tus. The  District  Court  approved 
the  plan  and  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  affirmed  the  decision. 

It  was  contended  that  the  Court 
erred  in  holding  that  they  must  ac- 
cept one  share  of  preferred  stock 
and  forty-three  one-hundredths  of  a 
share  of  preferred  stock  of  the  re- 
organized corporation  in  payment 
for  each  $100  of  principal  and  in- 
terest of  debentures.  The  petition- 
ers claimed  that  Section  77B,  as 
construed  and  applied  by  the  dis- 
trict court,  violates  the  Fifth  Amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  under  the 
circumstances   in  the  case. 

The  appeal  of  Ernest  W.  Stirn  was 
affiliated  with  the  Cassell  petition  by 
the  court.  Stirn  contended  that  the 
court  erred  in  holding  that  the  1931 
charter  amendments  were  valid;  in 
holding  that  the  debentures  are  valid 
for  the  full  face  value;  and  with 
regard  to  the  cancellation  of  Rocke- 
feller center  leases  by  the  debtor,  in 
not  holding  that  the  compromise  of 
the  claim  of  the  lessor  is  subject  to 
the  three-year  limitation  provision 
applying  to  landlord's  claims,  and  in 
approving  the  compromise  at  $4,000,- 
000  or  a  figure  above  that  allowable 
if  the  three  year  limitation  were  ap- 
plied and  the  same  computed  there- 
under. 


Only  Three  Steps  Remaining 
to  Take  RKO  Out  of  Reorg. 

A  representative  of  Simpson, 
Thacher  &  Bartlett,  attorneys  for 
the  Atlas  group,  proponents  of  the 
RKO  reorganization  plan,  stated 
yesterday  upon  learning  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  decision  that  three 
steps  remained  before  RKO  would 
be  completely  out  of  reorganization. 
The  first  step,  he  said,  was  a  trans- 
fer of  the  assets  held  by  the  Irving 
Trust  to  the  new  company  under 
order  of  the  Court;  secondly,  new 
securities  must  be  issued  by  the  re- 
organized company;  and  finally,  ap- 
plications for  allowances  for  ser- 
vices rendered  in  the  reorganiza- 
tion must  be  heard  by  the  Court  and 
passed  upon. 

He  refused,  however,  to  make  any 
definite  prediction  as  to  the  exact 
date  when  these  steps  would  be  com- 
pleted. 


«REVI€UJS» 

"The  Earl  of  Chicago" 

with    Robert    Montgomery,    Edward    Arnold, 

Reginald  Owen,  Edmund  Gwenn 

Metro  85  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

DECIDEDLY       DIFFERENT       OARING 

WITH    SATIRE    AND    DRAMA    Og^VES 

SPECIAL    EXPLOITATION. 

This  is  a  decidedly  different  offering, 
worthy  of  special  exploitation.  It  has 
satire  and  drama,  and  although  it  has  not 
bothered  at  all  with  romance,  this  element 
is  not  missed.  The  role  of  a  Chicago 
racketeer,  who  falls  heir  to  an  Earldom 
and  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords  gives 
Robert  Montgomery  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent an  unusual  character  study — and  his 
work  is  unusually  good.  Another  highly 
effective  performance  is  that  of  Edward 
Arnold,  as  an  attorney  who  was  forced  to 
serve  a  seven-year  term  at  Joliet  because 
of  Montgomery,  and  who  when  he  finishes 
his  "stretch"  is  hired  by  Montgomery  as 
his  general  manager.  Edmund  Gwenn  pro- 
vides an  ingratiating,  convincing  charac- 
terization as  the  Earl's  faithful,  sympathetic 
servant.  Reginald  Owen  does  splendid 
work  as  a  British  barrister.  Richard  Thorpe's 
direction  is  of  the  best  and  the  picture 
holds  interest  throughout  its  entire  foot- 
age. Victor  Saville  is  deserving  of  much 
praise  as  the  producer.  Lesser  Samuels' 
screenplay  is  very  commendatory,  while 
Charles  de  Grandcourt  and  Gene  Fowler 
rate  credit  for  their  adaptation,  based  on 
Brock  Williams'  book.  Ray  June  continues 
his  high  standard  of  photography.  Against 
his  will,  Arnold  induces  Montgomery,  who 
is  using  racketeering  methods  in  running 
his  distillery,  to  make  the  trip  abroad  to 
accept  the  Earldom  and  the  vast  estate 
left  to  him  by  his  father's  brother.  Mont- 
gomery believes  he  can  sell  the  estate 
quickly  and  fatten  his  bankroll.  It  is  not 
until  he  has  become  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Lords  and  finds  he  cannot  sell 
the  estate  and  that  his  distillery  faces 
bankruptcy  that  he  realizes  he  has  been 
tricked  and  that  Arnold  has  gained  his 
revenge.  However,  Arnold's  revenge  is 
very  short-lived,  as  the  enraged  Montgom- 
ery fires  five  bullets  into  his  body.  Mont- 
gomery, by  his  fellow  members  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  is  found  guilty  and  is 
executed   in  the   Tower  of  London. 

CAST:  Robert  Montgomery,  Edward  Ar- 
nold, Reginald  Owen,  Edmund  Gwenn,  E. 
E.  Clive,  Ronald  Sinclair,  Norma  Varden, 
Halliwell  Hobbes,  Ian  Wulf,  Peter  Godfrey, 
Billy    Bevan. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Victor  Saville;  Direc- 
tor, Richard  Thorpe;  Authors,  Charles  de 
Grandcourt  and  Gene  Fowler;  Adapted  from 
the  Book,  "The  Earl  of  Chicago,"  by  Brock 
Williams;  Screenplay,  Lesser  Samuels; 
Cameraman,  Ray  June;  Art  Director,  Ced- 
ric  Gibbons;  Associate,  Urie  McCleary; 
Editor,  Fred  Sullivan;  Musical  Score,  Wer- 
ner  R.   Heymann. 

DIRECTION,  The  Best.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,   Fine. 


Blumenthal  With  Hentz 

A.  Pam  Blumenthal  was  admitted 
to  the  member  firm  of  Hentz  &  Co., 
of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange, 
effective  yesterday.  Blumenthal  left 
Ely  &  Co.  for  his  new  affiliation. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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James  Roosevelt  Closes  Distribution  Deal  With  UA 

DEFENSEJHIST  ASK  FORJONSENT  DECREFARNOLD 

Report  U.  S.  May  Use  Pickwick  Theater  Case  as  Test 


Department  of  Justice  Agents 

Interviewing     Majors' 

Sales  Managers 

That  the  Pickwick  Theater  clear- 
ance problem  in  Greenwich,  Conn., 
may  be  used  as  a  test  case  in  the 
government's  anti-monopoly  drive 
was  indicated  yesterday  when  it 
was  learned  that  Department  of 
Justice  agents  were  interviewing 
major  company  sales  managers  in 
connection  with  the  case. 

Reliable  sources  say  that  the  evi- 
dence compiled  is  being  studied  care- 
fully by  the  D  of  J  and  that  if  there 
is  definite  proof  of  conspiracy  and 
collusion,  the    assembled  facts  may 

(.Continued  on  Page  7) 

PRESSURE  ALONE  CAN 
BLOCK  NEELY--BRANOT 


Only  public  opinion  and  pressure 
can  halt  the  passage   of  the  Neely 
:  Bill,  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president, 
i   asserted  at  a  mass  meeting  yester- 
day in  the   Hotel   Astor.      Between 
.  400  and  450  persons  who  derive  their 
living  from   the   motion   picture  in 
dustry     attended     the     session     at 
which  Brandt  described   a  proposed 
campaign  to  combat  the  measure. 
Brandt    said    that    he    had    been 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

S  ■  . 

\  Argue  S-W  Trust  Injunction 
In  Philadelphia  on  Jan.  15 

Philadelphia  —  Further  argument 
in  the  Mori  anti-trust  case  (Landis 
Theater,  Vineland,  N.  J.),  comes  up 
here  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
on  Jan.  15. 

On  Nov.  6  Judge  William  H.  Kirk- 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

[ITO  of  West  Virginia  Will 
Meet  in  Clarksburg  Tuesday 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — A  meeting  of 
the  Independent  Theater  Owners  of 
West    Virginia    will    be    held    next 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


50  %  Increase  in  Local  "Ten  Best"  Polls 

Indicated  as  60  Newspapers  Co'operate 

Local  polls  conducted  by  newspapers  throughout  the  country  in  conjunction  with 
THE  FILM  DAILY'S  annual  "Ten  Best  Pictures"  symposium  this  year  show  an  increase 
of  about  50  per  cent.  Approximately  40  papers  co-operated  last  year;  list  this  year 
totals  more  than  60.  Meanwhile,  checking  of  ballots  cast  by  542  leading  critics  and 
reviewers  in  the  18th  FILM  DAILY  poll  is  progressing.  Results  are  expected  to  be 
announced    next   week. 


ADMIRAL,  PHILLY,  SUES  10%  ADMISSION  LEVY 
WARNERS  AND  MAJORS:  PROPOSED  AT  ALBANY 


Philadelphia — Another  anti-trust 
action  was  filed  in  Federal  Court 
here  yesterday  by  Rubin  Shapiro, 
the  Harub  Amusement  Corp.  (Ad- 
miral Theater)  and  Penn  Jersey 
Amusement  Corp.  against  Warner 
Brothers  Pictures,  Inc.,  Warner 
Brothers  Circuit  Management  Corp., 
Warner  Brothers  Theater  Inc.,  Vita- 
graph,     Inc.,     Paramount     Pictures, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Dies  Com.  Withholding 

Hollywood  Red  Report 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Rep.  Joe  Starnes  (D. 
Ala.),  acting  chairman  of  the  Dies 
Committee,  said  yesterday  that  the 
committee  has  decided  not  to  make 
public  a  report  by  two  committee  in- 

(Continu-ed  on  Page  6) 


Albany — Under  provision  of  a  bill 
introduced  in  the  Senate  by  William 
Bewley,  Republican  of  Lockport,  "by 
request,"  a  tax  of  three  per  cent  is 
imposed  on  gross  sales  and  services, 
effective  July  1  of  this  year.  The 
bill  includes  a  tax  of  10  per  cent  on 
admissions  provided  the  ticket  is 
sold  for  more  than  50  cents.  Ad 
missions  to  certain  charitable,  relig- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Pa.  Court  Ruling  Opens 
Way  for  Bank  Night  War 

Harrisburg — The  State  Supreme 
Court  has  sustained  the  appeal  of 
District  Attorney  Mook,  Crawford 
County,  from  an  injunction  in  County 
Court  which  restrained  him  from 
prosecuting  because  Bank  Night  was 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


UA  Deal  With  Roosevelt  Puzzles 
Hollywood/  First  Picture  in  April 


Pari-mutuel   Enabling  Act 
Would  Limit  New  Tracks 


Albany— Senator  John  J.  Dunni- 
gan  of  the  Bronx  signalized  the 
opening  of  the  1940  legislative  ses- 
sion by  hoppering  his  enabling  act 
for  the  pari-mutuel  betting.  As- 
semblyman Norman  Penny  of  Nas- 
sau  County,   who   also   dropped  the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


By  RALPH  WILK 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — James  Roosevelt,  who 
recently  organized  his  own  producing 
company,  has  signed  a  long-term 
sales  and  distribution  contract  with 
United  Artists.  Two  stories  have 
been  acquired  for  early  production 
and  deals  are  on  for  the  purchase  of 
two  others. 

Roosevelt's    association    with    UA 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


D  of  J  Compromise  Formula, 

Trade  Agreement  Plan 

Highlight  Report 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — If  there  is  to  be  any 
compromise  of  the  anti-trust  litiga- 
tion instituted  against  the  film  in- 
dustry by  the  Government,  the  over- 
tures must  come  from  the  defen- 
dants and  it  must  appear  "that  the 
consent  decree  will  yield  more  con- 
structive results  for  the  consuming 
public,  for  employes  and  for  com- 
petitors than  in  the  eventual  crim- 
inal punishment  of  the  offenders." 

This  formula  was  enunciated  yes- 
terday by  Thurman  Arnold,  Assis- 
tant Attorney  General  and  head  of 
the  D  of  J  anti-trust  division,  in 
his  annual  report  which  said  point- 
edly, "We  have  declined  to  dismiss 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


BILLBOARD  LIMITATION 
URGED  BY  GOV.  LEHMAN 


Albany — Governor  Lehman  in  his 
annual  message  to  the  Legislature 
yesterday  urged  legislation  to  "bar 
within  certain  areas  outdoor  adver- 
tising displays  that  constitute  a 
traffic  menace  or  an  ugly  blot  on  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Williams,  Majors'  Counsel 
Confer  on   Interrogatories 

Special  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Paul  Williams  arrived  in  New 
York  yesterday  from  Washington 
and  will  confer  with  counsel  for  the 
majors  today  in  an  effort  to  agree 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


GWTW  for  Two  Theaters 

in  Philly  and  Chicago 

M-G-M  has  set  47  additional  en- 
gagements in  45  cities  on  "Gone  With 
the  Wind."  Picture  will  play  day- 
and-date  in  two  houses  in  Philadel- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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Linden  Trust  Hearing  Jan.  29 

Baltimore  —  The  Linden  Theater 
anti-trust  suit  against  the  eight 
majors  and  the  Rome-Durkee  cir- 
cuit, controlling  32  houses  in  Balti- 
more, is  set  for  trial  here  Jan.  29. 
Operators  of  the  Linden  claim  in- 
ability to  get  product. 


SAFETY  |  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


ITO  of  West  Virginia  Will 
Meet  in  Clarksburg  Tuesday 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

Tuesday,  at  the  Waldo  Hotel.  The 
first  session  will  begin  at  3  p.m., 
and  will  be  open  to  all  members  of 
the  industry,  at  which  fellow  exhibi- 
tors, film  exchange  managers  and 
sales  representatives  have  been  in- 
vited to  take  part  in  a  general  dis- 
cussion of  policies  and  prospects  for 
the  year  1940. 

Immediately  following  this  meet- 
ing there  will  be  another  for  mem- 
bers only,  at  which  Richard  D. 
Marks,  president,  will  preside  and 
will  outline  the  future  activities  of 
the  ITO,  an  Allied  unit,  and  also  ap- 
point committees  to  serve  during  the 
current   year. 

There  will  be  a  revision  of  the 
by-laws  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
three  additional  members  for  the 
board  of  directors,  and  a  new  secre- 
tary will  be  elected  to  replace  I. 
Danny  Davis,  who  recently  resigned 
due  to  having  disposed  of  his  the- 
ater interests.  An  informal  dinner 
for  all  attending  the  meeting  will 
follow  at  7  p.m. 


Radin  to  Start  Civil  Suit 
Against  Operators  Local  306 

Papers  are  being  drawn  up  by 
attorneys  for  Mathew  Radin,  opera- 
tor of  the  Cameo  Theater,  to  in- 
stigate a  civil  suit  against  Local 
306,  operators  union,  for  alleged  con- 
spiracy and  restraint  of  trade,  Ra- 
din disclosed  yesterday.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  papers  will  be  ready 
today. 

Radin  also  revealed  that  any  ac- 
tion by  the  district  attorney's  office 
was  awaiting  an  examination  of  the 
whole  matter  by  the  Mediation 
Board.  Ben  Radin  was  erroneously 
named  yesterday  in  this  paper  as  the 
operator  of  the  Cameo.  Radin's 
complaint  against  the  Local  stems 
from  the  fact  that  he  allegedly  pays 
more  money  per  week  to  the  booth- 
men  in  his  theater  than  any  other 
house  on  42nd  St.  does,  including 
larger   theaters. 


Rites  Held  in  Hollywood 
for  Mintz,  Cartoon  Maker 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Charles  B.  Mintz,  50, 
president  of  Screen  Gems,  Inc.,  and 
prominent  in  the  industry  as  a  car- 
toon producer.  His  best  known  screen 
creations  were  the  short  subjects 
series,  "Krazy  Kat"  and  "Scrappy." 
Surviving  are  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Winkler  Mintz;  two  chil- 
dren, Kathryn  and  William  Mintz; 
two  sisters,  Mrs.  Isaac  D.  Kallet  of 
Hollywood  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Salzman 
of  Brooklyn,  and  two  brothers,  Da- 
vid and  Harry  I.  Mintz,  of  New 
York. 


Walter  W.  Blackman  Dead 

Cleveland,  O.— Walter  W.  Black- 
man,  65,  pioneer  animated  film  car- 
toonist, died  here. 


Pressure  Alone  Can  Prevent 
Neely  Bill  Passage — Brandt 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

told  by  a  Congressman  that  the  bill 
already  was  90  per  cent  a  law  and 
that  only  nation-wide  support  by 
the  public  and  those  directly  and 
indirectly  associated  with  the  in- 
dustry can  prevent  its  passage. 

After  Gilbert  Josephson,  operator 
of  the  World  Theater,  read  the  en- 
tire bill  to  the  gathering,  which  in- 
cluded exhibitors,  circuit  operators, 
distributors,  equipment  manufactu- 
rers and  dealers,  Brandt  declared 
that  the  incomes  of  all  present  were 
threatened  by  the  bill's  enactment. 
He  said  that  he  was  convinced,  fol- 
lowing a  tour  of  21  cities,  that  the 
majority  of  independents  were  not 
in  favor  of  the  measure  but  that 
various  women's  clubs  and  groups 
were  exerting  powerful  pressure  to- 
wards its  passage.  He  repeated  his 
plea  for  a  million  letters  to  Con- 
gressmen, asking  that  they  vote 
down  the  bill. 

Brandt  said  the  proposed  cam- 
paign included  united  action  by  ex- 
hibitors, their  employes  and  their 
families  in  writing  letters  of  pro- 
test to  Washington,  on  the  alleged 
grounds  that  their  incomes  would  be 
reduced.  Landlords  and  bankers  al- 
so were  to  be  brought  into  the  drive 
for  the  same  reasons. 

Among  those  present  were  Austin 
Keough,  George  and  Spyros  Skouras, 
J.  J.  O'Connor,  Carl  Leserman, 
Charles  Moskowitz,  H.  M.  Richey, 
Dave  Palfreyman,  Ed  Peskay,  Leon 
Bamberger,  Walter  Reade,  Bernie 
Brooks,  Izzy  Perse,  William  Pow- 
ers, and  David  Weinstock. 


cominG  add  Gome 


BEN  COETZ,  Metro  production  head  in  Eng- 
land, and  ROBERT  MONTGOMERY,  are  scheduled 
to  sail   today  for  Europe  on   the  Saturnia. 

TOM  PETTEY,  in  charge  of  MPPDA's  Holly- 
wood information  department,  is  in  New  York 
for  a  week's  stay. 


EDWARD  LUDWIC  and  JACK  HIVEWT  RKO 
directors,  have  returned  to  the  Coast  after 
vacations    here. 

SAM  SAXE  is  expected  to  return  to  England 
the   latter  part  of   this   month. 

JOHN  EBERSON  is  scheduled  to  return  to 
New   York   today. 

ALICE  FAYE  returns  to  the  Coast  tomorrow 
to  start  work   in   "Lillian    Russell"   at  20th-Fox. 

FRANK  SWANN,  JR.,  has  arrived  in  Hollywood 
to  start  work  under  a  term  contract  at  20th- 
Fox. 

JAMES  CAGNEY  returns  to  the  Coast  the 
latter  part  of  this  month  after  vacationing  at 
his  home  at  Martha's  Vineyard. 

MICKEY   ROONEY   is   vacationing   in   Miami. 

VICTOR  SAVILLE  is  expected  to  leave  Hol- 
lywood shortly  to  return  to  London  to  produce 
there   for   Metro. 


Argue  S-W  Trust  Injunction 
In  Philadelphia  on  Jan.  15 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

Patrick  handed  down  a  decree  nisi 
declaring  the  license  agreement  be- 
tween the  Stanley-Warner  Co.  and 
a  dozen  distributors  violated  the 
Sherman  and  Clayton  Acts  and  en- 
joined them  from  discriminating 
against  the  plaintiff.  A  supersedeas 
was  granted  to  the  defendants  who 
posted  a  nominal  bond  of  $10,000  and 
took  the  case  to  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals. 


Universale  Washington 
Branch  Wins  Award  Money 

Fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  award 
money  is  being  distributed  among 
the  30  employes  of  Universal's 
Washington,  D.  C,  exchange  which 
captured  first  prize  in  the  exhibitor- 
sponsored  sales  campaign.  B.  Ber- 
nard Kreisler,  branch  manager,  win- 
ner of  the  top  money,  is  splitting  his 
prize  with  his  workers  before  ac- 
cepting the  second  half  of  his  good 
fortune — a  two-week  trip  to  Holly- 
wood. Kreisler  joined  Universal  last 
year  as  a  special  representative  in 
Boston  and  was  named  Washington 
manager  in  March. 


Sherwood's  "Lincoln"  Suit 
Trial  vs.  20th-Fox  Begins 

Trial  of  the  suit  of  Robert  E. 
Sherwood  and  the  Playwrights  Pro- 
ducing Co.  against  20th-Fox  began 
yesterday  before  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Peter  J.  Schmuck,  with 
testimony  of  Sherwood,  Charles  E. 
McCarthy,  Harry  M.  Goetz,  Abra- 
ham  P.   Waxman,  and  others. 

A  long  list  of  interrogatories  and 
answers  by  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  in 
which  he  claimed  that  the  idea  of  a 
picture  based  on  the  early  life  of 
Lincoln  had  been  worked  upon  long 
before  the  staging  of  plaintiffs'  play, 
was  read  into  evidence. 

Suit  claims  unfair  competition  by 
20th-Fox's  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln"  with 
plaintiffs'  "Abe  Lincoln  In  Illinois." 


Harry  Davis,  Pioneer  U.  S. 
Exhib.,  Dies  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh  —  Harry  Davis,  78, 
founder  in  November,  1905,  with  the 
late  Sen.  John  P.  Harris  of  the  his- 
toric Nickelodeon,  generally  accept- 
ed as  the  first  theater  to  show  only 
films,  is  dead  here.  Davis  disposed 
of  his  interests  to  Stanley  in  1927. 
For  more  than  12  years,  he  had  been 
an  invalid  from  paralysis. 

Surviving  are  his  widow  and  one 
sister,   Mrs.  John   P.   Harris. 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM    DAILY 
to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  4 

Sam    Dembow 
Sam    Behar 


ao>wn  to  »«.    r 


"Oh  boy,  M-G-M  gets  1st 
pkice  in  Box-office  Stars 
— and  leads  with  3  out 
0/  the  first  4  in  Quigley 
Publications'  Annual 
Theatre  Vote'." 


DEAR  MISTER 

EXHIBITOR: 

This  is  1940  writing  to  you.  Fve  just  arrived  and  while  I  find  this  world 
a  bit  screwy  I  was  delighted  to  discover  one  outfit  with  chin  up,  full 
of  smiling  optimism  and  courage  that's  admirable.  I  refer,  of  course,  to 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer.  I  have  looked  over  the  M-G-M  pictures  that  the 
Big  Year  of  1939  gave  you,  such  as  "The  Women",  "Thunder  Afloat", 
"Babes  in  Arms",  "Ninotchka",  "Another  Thin  Man",  "Judge  Hardy  and 
Son",  "Balalaika"  and  others.  They're  great,  but  I  assure  you  1940  will  do 
even  better!  This  M-G-M  outfit  is  your  best  bet.  To  start  my  new  year, 
two  pictures  just  previewed,  are  sensational:  "THE  SHOP  AROUND  THE 
CORNER"  (another  Lubitsch  hit  starring  Margaret  Sullavan,  James  Stewart); 
"EARL  OF  CHICAGO"  (starring  Robert  Montgomery).  Then  there's 
"BROADWAY  MELODY  OF  1940"  (starring  Fred  Astaire,  Eleanor  Powell); 
"STRANGE  CARGO"  (starring  Clark  Gable,  Joan  Crawford);  "NORTH- 
WEST PASSAGE"  (in  Technicolor,  starring  Spencer  Tracy).  That's  just  the 
start.  I'll  be  seeing  you. 

(Signed)    1940    AN  M-G-M  YEAR 


THE  MOUNTAIN  WILL 
BE  THERE  TOMORROW! 

It  15  a  comlortmg  thought  m  these  uncertain  times  to  find 
trie  Jeader  ol  trie  motion  picture  industry  serenely  stable, 
solidly  strong,  thanklully  capable  ol  assuring  continued  se- 
curity and  prosperity  to  its  thousands  ol  Inendly  customers. 

W  ith  justiliable  pride  iVl-Vjr-iW  points  to  these  year-end 
surveys  ol  the  trade  publications,  the  accumulated  vote  ol 
exhibitors  Irom  coast  to  coast.     W  atch  lor  more  surveys. 

FIRST  IN  HITS ! 

Inirty  percent  ol  all  the  industry  s  Jjox-Ollice  V^liam- 
pions  in  tlie  last  10  years  are  .M_~(j-iVl.  ({Juigley 
Publications  Annual  Poll.)  rA~\^~Nv  was  tlie  _Dox- 
Ollice  leader  again  in  tlie  past  year,  f  jJox-Djjice  jMaga- 
s  Report,  yjuigley  Publications    Poll  ana  others./ 


zine 


FIRST  IN  STARSI 

i\4.~(jy-JV\.  leads  all  companies  in  Oox-Ollice  Otars 
(Box-Ojjice  Magazine  s  Report.)  Al-G-M.  gets  1st 
place  and  leads  witli  3  out  ol  trie  lust  4  top-money 
stars.  (  \)uigley  Publications    Annual  Poll.) 


lhe  current  season  has  set  a  new  hit  record,  even  lor 
JV\-vj-JVx.  Completed  productions  and  others  in  the 
making  assure  continued  happiness  at  your  box-oHice. 
I  our  security  is  our  responsibility  and  to  that  Ave  pledge 
ourselves  anew.  THE  FRIENDLY  COMPANY. 


3fe 
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MUST  ASK  CONSENT 
DEGREE,  SAYS  ARNOLD 


(Continued  fiom  Page  1) 

indictments  upon  the  mere  promise 
to  obey  the  law  in  the  future." 

Accepted  as  of  equal  industry  sig- 
nificance by  observers  here  was  that 
part  of  Arnold's  report  covering- 
trade  practice  agreements.  Recall- 
ing that  last  year,  the  D  of  J  had 
announced  a  "method  of  giving  ap- 
proval to  voluntary  plans  or  prac- 
tices which  are  essential  for  the  ef- 
ficient production  and  distribution 
of  goods,"  Arnold  stated: 

"Any  such  plan  must  meet  the 
following  four  requirements: 

"First   it   must   be    addressed 
to  the  problems  of  a  particular 
industry;     second,    it    must    be 
given  for  a  limited  period  and 
subject  to  constant  check;  third, 
there  must  be  machinery  to  pen- 
alize the  abuse  of  the  position 
created   by  such  approval;   and 
fourth,  that  approval  must  be  in 
a        form     which    will    permit 
ready  reference  to  Congress,  in 
order  that  the  policy  of  the  De- 
partment may  be  under  constant 
scrutiny.        Such    approval    can 
only  be  given  by  judicial  decree 
in  a  civil  proceeding  which  may 
be    used    concurrently    with    a 
criminal    prosecution." 
With  reference  to  consent  decrees, 
Arnold  stated  that  the  proposal  must 
be  voluntary,  that  the  D  of  J  would 
not  suggest  compromises  or  accept 
them   on  "the  mere  promise  to  re- 
form," that  it  will   submit  all   such 
proposals   "to  an  impartial   judicial 
tribunal"  and  that  "at  all  times,  the 
test   .  .    must  be  whether  it  will  bene- 
fit  the   public,   not   whether   it   will 
give  relief  to  the  Department." 

Terming  this  procedure  "success- 
ful," Arnold  said,  "In  practically 
all  pending  cases,  business  firms  are 
conferring  either  with  the  D  of  J 
or  with  representatives  of  the  D  of 
C  in  an  attempt  to  find  a  voluntary 
solution."  Arnold  adds:  "NRA  codes 
are  not  permitted  under  the  present 
law,  but  some  kind  of  a  construc- 
tive solution  of  the  problems  of  dis- 
tribution is  often  necessary." 


Pa.  Court  Ruling  Opens 

Way  for  Bank  Night  War 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

not  discontinued  at  the  Park  The- 
ater at  Meadville.  This  indirectly 
opens  the  way  for  criminal  prosecu- 
tion of  Bank  Night  in  the  state. 


Commercial  .  .  .  Very 

It's  one  for  the  book.  Although 
Reading,  Pa.,  had  one  of  the  first  GWTW 
p'aydates  outside  of  Atlanta,  the  Reading 
Eagle  has  failed  to  review  the  pix.  It 
seems  the  Reading  papers  run  film  ad- 
vertising on  regular  commercial  rate 
and  hold  down  publicity.  However,  the 
Times  devoted  an  entire  column  to  a 
rave  review.  But  the  Eagle  remained 
calm    .    .    .   and    commercial. 


ALCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     LOCAL   pix    "greats" and   some   from    afar will 

don  their  Sunday-go-to-greetin'  clothes on  Sabbath  p.m.  next 

Occasion  will  be,  of  course,  the  party  held  annually  by  the  N.  Y.  film 

critics in  the  high  and  mighty  Rainbow  Room  o'er  in  Radio  City 

to  provide  deserved  fanfare  for  the  formal  awarding  of  honors 

to   best  pix,  performances   and   direction   of    1939 The    gala 

get-together  is  more  than  mere  fanfare Too,  it's  fan  fare ....  'cause, 

as  is  the  custom,  the  event  will  be  broadcast  over  a  national  network  of 

NBC  stations and  is  fine  food  for  the  fans who  diligently  and 

delightedly  dial-in  the  proceedings 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     NATURALLY,  Mister  Samuel  Goldwyn  will  be  there 

seein'  as  how  his  "Wuthering  Heights"  grabbed  the  best-pix- 

o'-the-year  designation from  the  local  celluloid  selectors. . . . 

Hence  you'll  find  the  proverbial  pot-of -Goldwyn  at  the  end  of 

the  Rainbow  Room or  more  probably  in  the  near  center 

for  the  simple  reason  that  he'll  be  the  "top"  man  in  the  orbs  of 

hosts  and  guests  alike who'll  congregate  around  him 

Mayor  F.  H.  La  Guardia,  who  will  comment  on  the  pix  at  the 

party visited    the    UA    projection    room    yes'day with 

License  Commissioner  Paul  Moss,  to  take  a  gander  at  the  film 

Yes'day,  these  critical  orbs  of  the  critics  gazed  expectantly  West- 
ward  hoping  to  see  some  sign  of  an  Eastbound  gent 

Jimmie   Stewart who   grabbed   the   best-performance-by-an- 

actor    award for    his    magnificent    characterization    of    "Mr. 

Smith" in  the  Columbia-Capra  classic 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THE  big  Rainbow  Room  party will  present  a  big  prob- 
lem   namely,  whether  the  broadcast  from  6.30   to   7.30  p.m 

can  be  shortwaved  to  Europe in  the  face  of  war  and  weather 

If  not,  then  a  solon  of  the  local  French  Cinema  Center will  pinch- 
hit  for  the  producers  of  "Harvest" which  won  the  laurel   as  the 

top  foreign-language  opus 


Lehman  Asks  Partial  Ban 

on  New  York  Billboards 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

beauty  of  our  fields  and  forests." 
He  does  not  recommend  taxation  of 
advertising  signs. 

Lehman  declared  that  nine  out  of  10 
persons  approve  of  outdoor  advertis- 
ing regulation  and  added,  "the  spe- 
cial interest  of  a  single  industry 
must  give  way  before  such  unified 
sentiment." 

On  subject  of  pari-mutuels  the 
Governor  said  "I  believe  paramount 
consideration  in  the  minds  of  the 
voters  was  their  conviction  that  pari- 
mutuels  would  yield  substantial 
revenues  to  the  state.  The  Legisla- 
ture should,  therefore,  protect  the 
state's  interest  in  such  revenues." 

Lehman  requested  the  legislat- 
ure bear  in  mind  when  adopting 
the  pari-mutuel  act  not  to  "unduly 
encourage  participation  by  those 
who  cannot  afford  it." 


F.  L.  Yates  Expires 

Colusa,  Calif. — Francis  Lawrence 
Yates,  manager  of  the  Colusa  The- 
ater, died  in  the  Colusa  Memorial 
Hospital  following  an  appendectomy. 


Williams,  Majors'  Counsel 
Confer  on   Interrogatories 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

upon  interrogatories  which  the  ma- 
jors have  served  recently  upon  the 
Government  in  the  latter's  equity 
action  here. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Attor- 
ney General's  office  will  not  go  fur- 
ther in  answering  questions  than 
the  conceded  position  which  it  took 
in  reference  to  interrogatories  of 
United   Artists. 

The  Government  has  until  Jan. 
15  to  file  objections  to  the  majors' 
questions. 


Ask  Suit  Dismissal 

Educational  Films  Co.,  Ltd.,  and 
Canadian  Educational  Films,  Co., 
Ltd.,  filed  application  yesterday  to 
dismiss  the  $10,000,000  stockholders' 
suit  of  F.  Regnault  Fairchild  for 
lack  of  jurisdiction.  The  applica- 
tion does  not  affect  suit  against 
Educational  Pictures  and  Grand  Na- 
tional Pictures,  other  defendants 
named,  on  charges  of  waste  and  dis- 
sipation of  assets. 


ADMIRAL,  PHILLY,  SUES 
WARNERS  AND  MAJORS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Inc.,  Paramount  Pictures  Distribu- 
ting Co.,  Inc.,  RKO  Radio  Pictures, 
Inc.,  Loew's  Inc.,  20th  Centur^jEpx 
Film  Corp.,  Columbia  Pictures  <(£>J>., 
Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc., 
United  Artists  and  Robert  Lynch 
(branch  manager  for  Metro  here), 
charging  violation  of  the  Clayton 
and  Sherman  anti-trust  acts. 

The  plaintiffs  pray  that  the  de- 
fendants be  restrained  from  alleged 
unlawful  practices  and  claim  triple 
damages  which,  they  say,  is  in  ex- 
cess of  $50,000. 

The  plaintiffs  operate  the  Admiral, 
local  neighborhood.  It  claims  that 
cross  clearance  of  Stanley-Warner's 
Keystone,  Wishart  and  Kent  and 
that  of  another  independent  exhibi- 
tor owning  the  Diamond  results  in  a 
monopoly  damaging  the  Admiral's 
interests. 

Further,  that  the  Admiral  has  lost 
run  of  product  which  it  has  had  in 
the  past  because  of  the  defendants' 
alleged  monoply,  that  attempts  to 
better  the  Admiral's  availability 
from  the  distributors  were  impos- 
sible without  the  consent  of  Warner 
Brothers,  that  the  defendants  con- 
trolled admission  prices  in  restraint 
of  trade,  that  the  Stanley-Warner 
theaters  mentioned  were  given  ad- 
vantages to  the  detriment  of  the 
Admiral,  that  negotiations  were  be- 
gun with  Frederick  Gladeck,  son-in- 
law  of  defendant  Lynch  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Admiral  by  Lynch,  and 
that  a  deposit  of  $5,000  which  had 
been  given  by  Gladeck  was  returned 
to  him  when  the  deal  fell  through, 
the  plaintiff  claiming  that  "one  Mr. 
Schenck,  his  immediate  superior  of 
Loew's,  Inc.,  and  T.  J.  Connors, 
Eastern  district  manager  for  Loew's, 
Inc.,  had  informed  him,  because  the 
sale  hereinbefore  might  be  used  to 
establish  loss,  for  the  purpose  of 
suit  against  the  defendants  herein, 
he  should  not  make  settlement"  for 
the  house. 


Dies  Com.  Withholding 

Hollywood  Red  Report 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vestigators  on  communistic  activities 
in  Hollywood  and  the  film  industry. 
Starnes  offered  no  explanation  for 
the  decision. 


STO 


Walter  Gould,  United  Artists' 
Latin  America  supervisor,  became 
the  pop  of  an  8Y2  pound  boy  on  Dec. 
29. 


Cincinnati — Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Hanna,  Metro,  are  the  proud  par- 
ents of  a  baby  girl. 
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DAILY; 


UA  TO  DISTRIBUTE 
ROOSEVELT  PRODUCT 


MURRAY  SILVERSTONE 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

created  new  issues  for  speculation 
among  Hollywood  observers  who  at- 
t  e  m  p  t  ed  to 
untangle  the 
web  of  cir- 
c  u  m  s  tances 
s  u  r  rounding 
R  o  o  s  evelt's 
close  contact 
with  Samuel 
G  o  1  d  w  y  n, 
who,  in  turn, 
is  seeking  to 
terminate  his 
d  i  s  tribution 
contract  with 
UA. 

Until  re- 
c  e  n  t  1  y  , 
Roosevelt  was  vice  -  president  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  later  be- 
coming head  of  the  Goldwyn  stu- 
dio and  then  announced  the  or- 
ganization of  his  own  company.  Gold- 
wyn announced  that  all  his  studio 
facilities  would  be  made  available  to 
Roosevelt,  who  will  make  pictures 
for  the  distributing  company  from 
which  Goldwyn  wants  a  separation. 
Industry  sources  were  wondering 
last  night  what  the  answer  was. 

Murray  Silverstone,  UA's  top  ex- 
ecutive,   in    a    statement    yesterday 
looked   upon    Roosevelt's    enlistment 
as     "a    most 
import  ant 
event,    not 
only     to 
United     Art- 
ists,   but    to 
the  industry." 
R  o  o  sevelt 
a  n  n  o  u  n  ced 
that  his  first 
picture  would 
be  "The  Bat," 
start  ing  in 
April,    to    be 
followed    b  y 
"Storm    in 
Paradise." 
David   0.   Selznick,   upon   hearing 
of    Roosevelt's    contract,    wired    his 
congratulations,  adding  that  the  new 
producer    could    call    upon    Selznick 
and    Selznick-International   for    any 
service. 


Wometco  Business  Up  40  to  45%  in  1939; 

Florida  Circuit  Foresees  "Jwmbo"  Season 

Miami — Wometco  Theaters,  Inc.,  reports  that  box  office  returns  for  1939  was  be- 
tween 40  and  45  per  cent  ahead  of  figures  for  1938.  Both  Sidney  Meyer  and  Mitchell 
Wolfson  have  expressed  themselves  as  being  convinced  that  this  coming  season  will  be 
the  "jumbo"  as  far  as  they  are  concerned. 


JAMES    ROOSEVELT 


WEDDING  BELLS 


San  Francisco  —  Phil  Zenovich, 
manager  of  the  Harding  Theater, 
was  married  to  Miss  Irene  McCabe 
of  Spokane. 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Ruth  Johnson,  sec- 
retary to  Nebraska  Theaters,  Inc. 
general  manager  Howard  Federer, 
ias  announced  her  marriage  to  Hub 
Boswell,  former  Nebraska  football 
player. 


Chicago — Marriage  is  announced 
lere  of  Jane  Bryan,  actress,  and 
Tustin  Dart,  latter  general  manager 
)f  Walgreen  Drug  Co. 


GWTW  for  Two  Theaters 

in  Philly  and  Chicago 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

phia  (Warner)  and  Chicago  (Jones, 
Linick  &  Schaefer). 

Boyd  Theater,  Philadelphia,  opens 
Jan.  18  with  "Wind"  on  a  two-a-day 
basis,  while  the  Earle  opens  with  the 
picture  the  next  day  with  evening 
and  Sunday  matinee  performances 
at  reserved  seats. 

In  Chicago,  the  policy  at  the 
Woods  will  be  two-a-day  at  reserved 
seats.  The  Oriental  will  operate  on 
a  three-a-day  policy  with  only  eve- 
ning shows  reserved. 

All  other  engagements  in  the  new- 
ly announced  group  will  be  on  a 
three-a-day  basis  and  reserved  seats 
only  at  night.  The  schedule  is  as 
follows: 

Jan.  25:  Capitol,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.; 
Comerford,  Scranton,  Pa.;  Strand,  Bingham- 
ton,  N.  Y.;  Great  Lakes,  Buffalo;  Warfield, 
San  Francisco;  Broadway,  Portland,  Oregon; 
Fifth   Avenue,    Seattle. 

Jan.  26:  Century,  Baltimore;  Palace,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ;  Loew's,  Wilmington,  Del.;  War- 
ner, Pittsburgh;  Loew's  State,  Providence; 
Loew's  State,  Syracuse;  Loew's  Rochester, 
Rochester;  Loews,  Indianapolis;  Loew's  Mid- 
land, Kansas  City ;  Loew's,  St.  Louis ;  Still- 
man,  Cleveland ;  Loew's  State,  Louisville, 
Loew's  Vendome,  Nashville;  Loew's  State, 
New  Orleans;  Loew's  State,  Memphis;  Catar- 
act, Niagara  Falls;  Palace,  Milwaukee; 
Loew's    Yonge    Street,    Toronto. 

Jan.  31:  United  Artists,  Long  Beach;  Cal- 
ifornia,   San    Diego. 

Feb.    1 :    Fox,    Oakland. 

Feb.  2:  State,  Norfolk;  Loew's,  Richmond; 
Loew's,  Akron;  Loew's,  Canton;  Loew's,  Day- 
ton ;  Loew's  Valentine,  Toledo  ;  Broad,  Colum- 
bus; Majestic,  Bridgeport;  College,  New  Hav- 
en; Palace,  Hartford;  Loew's  Elm  St.,  Wor- 
cester; Loew's  Poli,  Springfield;  Loew's  Vic- 
tory,   Evansville. 

Feb.  3:  Loew's  Poli,  Waterbury;  Loew's 
Poli,   Meriden. 


Pari-mutuel   Enabling  Act 
Would  Limit  New  Tracks 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

same  mesaure  in  the  Assembly  hop- 
per, stated  that  he  would  introduce 
several  amendments. 

Dunnigan's  bill,  calling  for  10  per 
cent  take  to  be  split  between  track 
operators  and  the  state  on  a  "stag- 
ger" basis,  would  limit  the  number 
of  new  tracks  to  be  built  to  four, 
two  near  New  York  City  zones  and 
two  upstate.  Minimum  $1.50  ad- 
mission is  proposed.  Passes  would 
be  limited. 

Assemblyman  Steve  Jarema,  New 
York  City,  hoppered  a  proposal  to 
permit  lotteries  for  use  of  slum 
clearance  and  low  rental  dwellings 
in  cities. 

Different  employment  agency  reg- 
ulation bills  were  also  introduced. 


Rites  Held  for  Jules  Murry 

Yonkers — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Jules  Murry,  76,  long 
identified  with  the  Shuberts  as  book- 
er, who  died  following  a  month's 
illness. 


10  Per  Cent  Admission  Levy 
Proposed  in  Albany  Bill 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ious  and  patriotic  order  functions 
are  exempt  from  the  tax. 

Assemblyman  Whitney  hoppered 
the  bill  in  the  House. 

Heavy  opposition  to  the  proposed 
statute  has  already  materialized.  Ex- 
hibitors are  included  in  businesses 
receipts  of  which  are  taxable  unless 
later  amendments  should  exclude 
film  theaters.  Film  itself  is  exempt 
as  it  is  already  taxed  three  mills  per 
foot  by  the  State. 

The  three  per  cent  sales  tax,  in 
which  the  admissions  tax  is  included, 
is  designed  to  raise  $200,000,000  a 
year. 


Mrs.  Minnie  Leonard  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Mrs.  Minnie  Leon- 
ard, 67,  widow  of  Gus  Leonard,  com- 
edian, and  herself  a  silent  film  ac- 
tress, is  dead. 


MAY  USE  PICKWICK 
THEA.  CASE  AS  TEST 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

result  in  a  sweeping  Grand  Jury 
investigation. 

Government  men  yesterday  indi- 
cated that  the  Pickwick  case  repre- 
sented all,  or  at  least  most,  of  the 
alleged  unfair  practices  in  the  in- 
dustry and  that  what  appeared  to 
be  only  a  minor,  localized  situation 
may  have  wide  repercussions. 

The  Pickwick,  a  2,000-seat  the- 
ater, allegedly  is  forced  to  trail  all 
other  houses  in  the  area  in  the  play- 
ing of  pictures.  Townspeople,  rep- 
resenting the  families  of  many  of  the 
nation's  business  leaders,  have  come 
to  the  defense  of  the  theater  and 
reportedly  have  flooded  Washington 
with  letters  and  telegrams,  protest- 
ing against  the  clearance  situation. 

These  protests  even  have  linked  up 
with  the  Neely  Bill,  even  though 
the  measure  has  no  connection  with 
the  case.  However,  Greenwich  wo- 
men's clubs  are  said  to  be  using  the 
Pickwick  case  as  a  wedge  in  their 
fight  for  the  Neely  Bill  and  one 
Connecticut  Congressman  reportedly 
has  signified  his  intentions  of  voting 
for  the  anti-block-booking  bill  be- 
cause of  the  clearance  controversy  in 
Greenwich. 


THOU  SHALT, 
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Charles  BICKFORD 

OWEN  DAVIS,  JR.  •  DORIS  DAY  •  PAUL  GUILFOYLE 

A  Republic  Picture 


START  'EM  SINGING 
for  1940! 


A  pre-sold  audience 
of  millions  of  radio 
listeners  every  Monday 
night  is  eagerly  awaiting 
this  triumphant  screen 
appearance  of  their 
golden-voiced  favorite, 
Tony  Martin,  star  of 
Radio's  'Tune-up  Time'! 


Zti      W     4-4-      ST 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Jackson  Succeeds  Murphy/  Trust  Policies  Unchanged 

BETTER  1940  BIZ  UP  tOJJUBIOS,  SAYSlKOURAS 

RFC  Turns  Down  GN  Loan;  Creditors  Will  Meet  Today 


Posting  of   Bond   or   Liquida- 
tion Directed  by  Special 
Master 

Outlook  for  refinancing  of  Grand 
National  took  a  turn  for  the  worse 
yesterday  when  the  RFC  notified  of- 
ficials of  the  company  that  it  would 
not  approve  of  a  loan  of  $450,000 
being  sought  by  the  company.  Im- 
mediately following  notification  of 
the  rejection,  Special  Master  Peter 
B.  Olney,  Jr.  called  a  meeting  of 
representatives  of  creditors  and  the 
company  and  ordered  the  posting  of 
$4,000  bond  as  a  condition  for  post- 
poning immediate  liquidation  of  the 
company  assets. 

At    the    meeting,    J.    P.    Cosman, 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


Warner  Spokesmen  Deny  Reports  That  Deal 

to  Distribute  Goldwyn's  "Westerner"  is  Off 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 
Hollywood — Reports   that   negotiations   between   Warner    Bros,   and   Samuel 

Goldwyn   for   distribution   of   "The   Westerner"   were   off   were    strongly   denied 

by  representatives  of  Warner  Bros,  who  declared  the  deal  has  been   practically 

completed. 

Goldwyn  held  conferences  with  Warner  officials  Wednesday  before  leaving 

that   night  for  New   York   where   he  will  confer  with   home   office   officials   of 

Warner  Bros. 


Kuykendall  Sees  Passage  of  Neely's 
Bill  by  House   This  Session     Likely 


REPORT  PROGRESS  AT 
EQUITY  SUIT  CONFAB 


Conferences  between  attorneys  for 
the  majors  and  Special  Assistant 
Attorney  General  Paul  Williams 
which  started  yesterday  in  refer- 
ence to  interrogatories  filed  against 
the  government  by  the  defendants 
will  continue  today.  It  was  learned 
that  yesterday's  huddle  brought 
about     "considerable     progress"     in 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Argentine  Treaty  Barriers 
Causing  Distribs.  Concern 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable) — Amer- 
ican film  interests  here  are  viewing 
with  restlessness  the  serious  bar- 
riers which  have  arisen  to  the  effect- 
uation of  the  trade  pact  currently 
under  negotiation  by  Argentina  and 

{Continued  on  Page  10) 


Confident  of  Extension 

of  Hull's  Treaty  Program 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Confidence  that  the 
Senate  will  extend  the  authority  for 
the  reciprocal  trade  treaty  program 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"The  Neely  bill  is  likely  to  be 
enacted  by  the  House  at  this  session 
of  Congress,"  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  prexy,  flatly  warns  in  a 
bulletin    released    yesterday. 

"The  refusal  of  several  of  the 
distributing  companies  to  provide 
any  adequate  option  to  cancel  pic- 
tures  in   their   own   exhibition    con- 


tracts, or  otherwise,  has  not  helped 
their  situation  any,"  Kuykendall  con- 
tinues, "and  has  nullified  to  a  large 
extent  the  effect  of  the  cancellation 
rights  voluntarily  offered  by  two  of 
the   leading  film  companies." 

The   industry  is  no  closer  to  the 
solution  of  its  problems  today  thi.n 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Mono.  Franchise  Holders  Meet  on  Playdate  Drive 


Monogram  franchise  holders  will 
meet  tomorrow  and  Sunday  at  the 
Blackstone  Hotel  in  Chicago  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  "March 
for  Monogram"  playdate  drive  which 
gets  under  way  Feb.  25  and  extends 
to    March    30.      Competition   among 


Monogram's  30  exchanges  has  start- 
ed. In  addition  to  the  drive,  the 
franchise  holders  will  discuss  sales 
quotas  and  advertising  and  publicity 
plans. 

The  home  office  will  be  represented 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Must   Provide  Greater  Enter- 
tainment Values  at  Less 
Cost,  Exec.  Holds 

By  HOLLIS  KENNAHAN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Spyros  Skouras,  president  of  Na- 
tional Theaters,  in  a  penetrating 
analysis  of  industry  problems  and 
potentialities  yesterday — 

1.  Foresaw 
industry  im- 
p  r  o  v  e  m  ent 
for  1940 
''conting- 
ent on  the 
ability  of  the 
produc  tion 
organizations 
to  provide 
greater  en- 
t  e  r  tainment 
values  at  less 
cost." 

2.  Termed 
theater 
a  d  m  i  s  s  ion 

prices  "very  low  from  the  viewpoint 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


SPYROS    SKOURAS 


Arnold  to  Keep  Free  Hand  as  Jackson 
Succeeds  Murphy  as  Atty.  General 


UA's  Motion  to  Dismiss 

Folly  Trust  Suit  Denied 

Application  of  United  Artists  to 
dismiss  the  anti-trust  suit  of  Folly 
Amusement  Holding  Corp.  against 
UA,  all  other  majors,  Monogram 
Distributing  Co.,  Republic  Pictures 
and    other    defendants,    was    denied 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Elevation  of  Attor- 
ney General  Frank  Murphy  to  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  with  Solicitor 
General  Robert  Jackson  succeeding 
and  Judge  Francis  Biddle  of  Phila- 
delphia taking  over  Jackson's  pres- 
ent post,  will  have  no  effect  on  the 
present  D  of  J  anti-trust  policies, 
Murphy  declared  at  a  press  confer- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


FAIR  LATIN  AMERICAN 
GAINS  SEEN  BY  LOEW 


A  "fair  increase  in  South  Amer- 
ican business"  but  no  "bonanza"  is 
anticipated  by  the  U.  S.  pix  industry 
during  1940,  according  to  Arthur  M. 
Loew,  Loew's  vice-prexy,  writing  in 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Variety  Guild  Asks  Loan 

of  SAG's  Ken  Thomson 


A  request  has  been  sent  to  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  by  the  Amer- 
ican   Guild    of    Variety    Artists    for 

(Continued  on   Page  5) 


Woods  Theater  Won't  Get 
2nd  Chi.  GWTW  Booking 

Chicago  —  Despite  earlier  an- 
nouncement that  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"    would    play    the    1,200-seat 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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Ernest  W.  Morrison  Dies; 
With  Para,  in  South  25  Years 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif. — 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fred- 
man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
W.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphie  Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY  —  Marco-Aurelio  Galindo, 
Av.  Coyoacan  No.  100B,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz,  Heraldo  Del 
Cinematografista,    Corrientes    1309. 
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Atlanta,  Ga. — Ernest  W.  Morrison, 
46,  prominently  connected  in  the 
South  with  Paramount  Pictures  for 
nearly  25  years,  died  in  an  Atlanta 
hospital  yesterday. 

Morrison  was  formerly  manager 
of  all  Paramount  theaters  in  the 
South  but  had  been  inactive  for  the 
last  six  months  because  of  ill  health. 

Morrison  was  a  native  of  Jesup, 
Georgia,  and  began  his  film  career 
with  the  Bijou  Theater  at  Savannah, 
later  managing  the  Bijou.  Shortly 
before  1915  he  became  associated 
with  Paramount,  which  he  served  in 
Dallas,  Atlanta,  Houston,  Memphis, 
New  Orleans,  Miami  and  other  major 
picture  centers  of  the  South. 

Funeral  services  will  be  conducted 
in  Atlanta  today  and  burial  will  be 
in  the  cemetery  here. 


Nu-Color  to  Produce  Two 
Using  New  Color  Process 

Nu-Color  Motion  Picture  Corp., 
newly  organized  production  organi- 
zation headed  by  Sidney  Cummins, 
plans  to  produce  at  least  two  fea- 
tures this  year  with  a  newly  per- 
fected color  process,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

First  film  he  has  scheduled  is  a 
sequel  to  "Ecstasy"  and  the  second 
will  be  a  musical  entitled  "Two 
Hearts  Afire."  Company  was  chart- 
ered recently  in  Albany  with  a  capi- 
talizati,  n  of  $98,980.  Cummins  said 
that  he  is  negotiating  now  with  two 
major  companies  to  release  the  pic- 
lures,  which  will  be  budgeted  at 
$100,000  apiece,  according  to  present 
plans.  Pictures  will  be  produced  on 
the    Coast. 


David  Bernstein  Disposes 

of  7,080  Shares  of  Loew's 



Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Loew's,  Inc.,  has 
added  104  shares  of  Loew's  Boston 
Theaters  common  stock  to  its 
holdings,  the  SEC  semi-monthly 
summary  reveals.  This  brings  the 
parent  company  holdings  to  100,307 
shares  of  the  subsidiary  common 
stock.  David  Bernstein  reported  dis- 
position of  7,080  shares  of  Loew's, 
Inc.,  common  stock  in  part  payment 
of  an  indebtedness.  He  now  holds 
22,220  shares.  Joseph  R.  Vogel, 
director  of  Loew's,  reported  holding 
100  shares  of  common. 

The  K-A-0  report  states  Leon 
Goldberg  has  acquired  20  shares  of 
7  per  cent  cumulative  convertible 
preferred  and  now  holds  230  of  such 
shares. 

Samuel  Broidy  reports  adding  900 
shares  of  Monogram  to  his  holdings 
and  disposing  of  200  shares  for  a 
total  gain  of  700  shares.  This  brings 
his  common  holdings  to  1600  shares. 
He  also  holds  500  shares  through 
Monogram  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  11,129 
options  for  common  through  the 
same  company. 

Report  of  Universal  Corp.  states 
Daniel  M.  Sheaffer  has  acquired  500 
common  voting  trust  certificates  and 
now  holds  18,500  certificates  directly 
and  26,500  through  Standard  Cap- 
ital Company.  Sheaffer  reported 
holding  no  common  voting  trust  cer- 
tificate warrants  directly  but  re- 
ported 111,283  warrants  through 
Standard  Capital  Co. 


Court  Reserves  Decision 

as  Sherwood  Suit  Closes 


Ampa  Committee  to  Hear 
MPPDA  Views  on  Monday 

MPPDA's  action  on  the  recommen- 
dations recently  submitted  by 
Ampa's  special  Neely  bill  committee 
will  be  transmitted  by  Kenneth 
Clark,  acting  for  the  Hays  Office,  at 
a  meeting  to  be  held  at  1  p.m.  Mon- 
day at  the  Hotel  Astor.  Martin 
Starr  of  WMCA,  chairman  of  the 
Ampa  committee,  will  preside. 
Ampa  group  has  proposed  an  ener- 
getic attack  on  the  Neely  bill,  backed 
by  an  MPPDA  appropriation. 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Peter  B.  Schmuck  yesterday  re- 
served decision  after  trial  on  the  suit 
of  Robert  E.  Sherwood  and  the  Play- 
wrights Producing  Co.  against  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  Film  Corp.  Trial, 
which  lasted  several  days,  aired 
charges  that  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln," 
produced  by  the  defendant,  unfairly 
competed  with  Sherwood's  play 
"Abe  Lincoln  In  Illinois." 


Mrs.  Machnovitch  Dies 

Funeral  services  were  held  yester- 
day for  Gussie  Machnovitch,  wife  of 
Samuel  Machnovitch,  treasurer  of 
Universal.  Mrs.  Machnovitch  suc- 
cumbed after  a  brief  illness  follow- 
ing an  operation  a  month  ago.  She 
was  the  mother  of  three  daughters. 
Mrs.  Harold  Rubin  and  Stella  and 
Rae  Machnovitch. 


To  Withdraw  Applications 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday directed  the  Chemical  Bank 
&  Trust  Co.,  and  its  attorneys, 
Wright,  Gordon,  Zachary  &  Parlin, 
to  withdraw  an  application  for  al- 
lowances for  services  rendered  in 
reorganization  proceedings  of  RKO 
pending  applications  for  final  allow- 
ances. The  Chemical  Bank,  as  trus- 
tee of  RKO  Gold  Note  Indentures, 
is  asking  for  $34,375  and  its  at- 
torneys seek  $22,500. 


English   Producer   Due 

I.  Goldsmith,  producer  of  "The 
Stars  Look  Down,"  adaptation  of  A. 
J.  Cronin's  latest  novel,  is  expected 
to  arrive  here  the  latter  part  of  next 
week  to  discuss  a  distribution  deal 
for  the  English-made  film. 


cominc  mid  goidg 


HERMAN  WOBBER  flew  in  from  Hie  Coast 
last  night  via   United. 

CHARLES  ROBERTS.  Columbia  home  office 
supervisor  for  Latin  America,  returned  Jto  New 
York  by  plane  yesterday  after  an  exte£_,  trip 
through   his  territory.  '^' 

JOHN  EBERSON  left  New  York  last  night  for 
a    brief    business   visit    in    Washington. 

DAVID  E.  ROSE,  managing  director  for  Para- 
mount in  Great  Britain,  leaves  the  Coast  to- 
night  en    route    for   London. 

WALTER  HUSTON  arrived  in  New  York  yes- 
terday  from    the   Coast. 

ERROL   FLYNN   in  vacationing  in  Florida. 

ROBERT  SMELTZER.  Central  district  manager 
for  Warners,  was  in  New  York  yesterday  for 
home    office   huddles. 

CRESSON  E.  SMITH.  Western  and  Southern 
division  manager  for  RKO,  leaves  over  the  week- 
end for  Denver,  Salt  Lake  City,  Portland,  Seat- 
tle,  San   Francisco  and   Los  Angeles. 

INEZ  RCBB,  International  News  Service  film 
writer,    leaves   for  the   Coast  today. 

NATE  J.  BLUMBERC,  WILLIAM  SCULLY  and 
JOSEPH   SEIDELMAN   leave  for  Hollywood  today. 

SAMUEL  GOLDWYN  arrives  here  tomorrow 
from    Hollywood. 

D.  H.  FINKE,  of  the  Ceneral  Register  Corp., 
Chicago,    is    here   from    Chicago. 

SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE  has  left  for  the 
Coast. 

LEE  SHUBERT  is  scheduled  to  leave  this 
week-end    for    a    Florida    vacation. 

ROWLAND  STEBBINS  leaves  for  Detroit  to- 
morrow   on    business. 

ORSON  WELLES  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
Hollywood. 

JOHNY   DOWNS    is   at   the  Warwick. 

JAMES    MULVEY,    Samuel    Coldwyn    v.-p., 
at  the   Coast  for  studio  confabs. 

DON  HARTMAN,  Para,  writer,  is  en  route 
East    to    work    on    a    "Henry    Aldrich"    script. 

EDWARD  LUDWIC  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
after   two    weeks    in    New   York. 

JUDY  GARLAND  is  en  route  East. 


Mo.  Sales  Tax  Revenue  Up 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Missouri's  2 
per  cent  sales  tax  netted  $22,264,- 
483  last  year,  as  compared  with 
1938's  $20,375,730. 


Davis  Funeral  Held 

Pittsburgh — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  yesterday  for  Harry  Davis, 
first  U.   S.  exhib. 


Hays  Board  Recesses 

Further  discussions  on  the  for- 
eign situation  were  held  yesterday 
by  the  MPPDA  board  of  directors. 
Meeting  was  adjourned  for  an  indefi- 
nite period. 


THE   ANSWER   IS 

Zf£4™- 

0  We  can  reproduce 
your  ad  with  the  realism 
and  lustre  that  makes 
good  engraving  the  final 
step  in  the  creation  of 
convincing  advertising. 


PHOTO  ENGRAVING  CORP. 

250  WEST  54th  STREET.  NEW  YORK 

Telephone COIumbus  5-6741 
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RUNNING  'WAY  AHEAD 
OF  EVEN  THE  BIGGEST 


Cracks  highest  figure  of  any  midweek 
opening  in  the  last  twelve  months  at  the 


FOX,   PHOENIX 


Hijacks  smash  $16,000.  for  first  week 
and   holds    over   indefinitely   at  the 


ALDINE,   PHILADELPHIA 


sy'll  call  out  extra  cops  when  he 
irrives   as   the  next  attraction    at   the 


ROXY,   NEW  YORK   CITY 
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RFC  TURNS  DOWN  LOAN 
TO  GRAND  NATIONAL 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

representing  Producers  Laboratory, 
urgently  requested  a  one  week  ad- 
journment in  order  to  formulate  plans 
and  to  take  steps  towards  turning 
over  motion  pictures  of  Producers 
Laboratory  and  other  concerns  for 
distribution  by  Grand  National  as  a 
means  of  getting  the  company  out 
of  the  red.  Referee  Olney  denied 
this  application  unless  Cosman  or 
some  other  party  posted  the  neces- 
sary bond  by  11  o'clock  today. 

Saul  E.  Rogers,  attorney  for  GN, 
stated  that  he  was  unable  to  give 
the  reason  for  the  rejection  by  the 
RFC  of  a  loan.  In  the  absence  of 
$600,000  which  was  to  be  raised  for 
the  company,  assets  have  shrunk  to 
approximately  $20,000,  it  was  indi- 
cated. A  regular  meeting  of  credi- 
tors, is  scheduled  for  today  before 
referee  Olney  at  3:30  p.m.  when  an 
ultimate  decision  will  probably  be 
made. 


UA's  Motion  to  Dismiss 

Folly  Trust  Suit  Denied 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

yesterday  by  Federal  Judge  Vincent 
L.  Leibell.  The  Court  ruled  that  an 
amendment  to  the  complaint  had 
cured  any  defects.  Judge  Leibell  did 
not  rule  on  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion, stating  that  he  would  await 
the  filing  of  a  bill  of  particulars  by 
the  plaintiff  before  acting.  Suit 
charges  conspiracy  to  deprive  the 
plaintiff   of  product. 


Guide  Resumes  Publication 

The  International  Amusement 
Guide  has  resumed  publication  after 
a  suspension  of  two  years.  One  of 
the  features  of  the  coming  issues, 
according  to  Lesley  Kuhn,  the  edi- 
tor, will  be  articles  by  prominent 
refugee  writers  now  in  this  coun- 
try. Andrew  L.  Swan  is  business 
manager. 


Best   wishes    from 

THE    FILM 

DAILY 

to   the 

following 

on    their   birthdays: 

JANUARY    5 

Edward   Sutherland 
Jack     Ackroyd 

Alfred    C 

Flora 
George 
Coldreyer 

jchikler 
Magrill 

JANUARY    6 

Fred 

Tom 

Loretta 

Niblo 
Mix 
Young 
Ben   H. 

Ruth 
Ludwig 
Stanley 
Serkowich 

Hiatt 

Berger 

Smith 

JANUARY    7 

Adolph 

Zukor 
Ernest  1 

Kenneth 
.  Robbins 

Thomson 
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WITH  PHILM.  DALYi 


•  •      •     ON   the  masthead  of  the  Poughkeepsie   Evening  Star  and 

Enterprise the  latter  word  is  not,  we  think,  sufficiently  prominent 

'cause  if  any  newspaper  has  that  quality 'tis  that  Pough- 
keepsie daily if  for  no  other  reason  than  it's  having  the  enter- 
prise   to  blaze  a  new  trail  in  the  conduct  of  a  Ten  Best  Pictures  poll 

co-operatively  with  THE  FILM  DAILY At  the  behest  of  this 

l'il  ole  trade  paper the  Poughkeepsie  sheet  launched  a  probe   of 

public  taste  in  its  community with  respect  to  the  Ten  Best  feature 

pix  of  1939 and  entirely  on  its  own  initiative staged  TWO  polls 

......  one  among  the  city's  male  fans and  another  among  the  fair 

sex  screengoers Results  are  very,  very  interesting 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     FIRST,  let's  give  you  the  male  returns   (in  order  of 

preference): "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith   Goes   to 

Washington,"  "Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  "Dark  Victory,"  "Wuth- 
ering  Heights,"  "Wizard  of  Oz,"  "Pygmalion,"  "Juarez,"  "The  Old 

Maid,"  and  "Gunga  Din" The  ladies'  (in  order  of  preference) : 

"Goodbye,   Mr.   Chips,"  "Mr.   Smith   Goes   to   Washington," 

"Dark  Victory,"  "Wuthering  Heights,"  "The  Old  Maid,"  "Pygmali- 
on," "Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  "The  Wizard  of  Oz,"  "The  Rains 

Came,"  and  "Juarez" You  will  note  in  checking  the  lists  that, 

except  for  the  order,  the  two  lists  coincide  90  per  cent The 

only  reason  it  isn't  100  per  cent is  'cause  the  ladies  were  ga- 
ga about  "The  Rains  Came" while  the  gents  were  imperiously 

partial  to  "Gunga  Din" 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     A  composite  of  the  two  polls wound  up  with  the  Ten 

Best corresponding    exactly    with    the    ladies'    list all    except 

the  order  of  the  pictures and  even  on  that  score  the  f emmes  hit  .800 

But  the  really  significant  result  of  the  twin  poll  in  Poughkeepsie 

was  that  it  proved  that  no  matter  how  Ole  Mother  Nature  dis- 
tributes the  hormones a  truly  great  picture  will  mow  down   both 

sexes 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  TOMMIE  Randolph,  managing  editor  of  the  Glad- 
water    (Texas)    Times-Tribune personally   supervised   that 

newspaper's  Ten  Best  poll and  entered  the  claim  that  his  was 

probably  the  smallest  daily to  conduct  such  a  public  ballot 

in  co-operation  with  FILM  DAILY What  that  Texas  town's 

pix-goers  voted  "tops"    (not  in  order  of  preference)    were 

"Pygmalion,"  "Union  Pacific,"  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,"  "Wizard  of 
Oz,"  "The  Women,"  "The  Great  Waltz,"  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington," "Three  Smart  Girls  Grow   Up,"  "Babes  in  Arms,"   and 

"Yes,  My   Darling  Daughter" Which   gives  you   an   idea   of 

what  clicked  best  in  that  community 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     COMMUNITY  tastes  reflected  by   the  more   than  60   co-op 

polls staged  by  U.  S.  newspapers  in  "partnership"  with  THE  FILM 

DAILY brought  some  surprising  and  widely-at-variance  lists 

There  were  likewise  many  differences  of  opinion  expressed  via  the  bal- 
lots of  the  over  500  film  critics  voting  in  the  main  FILM  DAILY  poll 

But 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     IT  remained  for  Dodge  City,  Iowa yep,  Dodge 

City to  remove  all  suspense as  to  what  the  top  picture 

of   1939    REALLY   WAS the    co-op    poll    disclosed Aw, 

Nerzt! You'll  never  guess!  !  ! 


KUYKENDALL  FORESEES 
NEELY  BILL  PASSAGE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  was  at  the  beginning  of  1939, 
Kuykendall  declares.  In  reviewing 
the  events  of  the  past  year,  the 
MPTOA  president  asserts  thQ'  "we 
wind  up  the  year  in  an  apparently 
hopeless  position. 

"The  enormous  increase  in  anti- 
trust litigation,  the  tremendous  bur- 
den of  unproductive  legal  expense 
imposed  upon  the  business,  the  grad- 
ual systematic  breakdown  of  trade 
organizations,  the  failure  of  the  in- 
dustry as  a  whole  to  tackle  courage- 
ously its  trade  practice  problems 
have  placed  the  industry  in  a  very 
precarious  position,"  Kuykendall 
contends. 

But  despite  the  situation,  MPTOA 
is  determined  to  fight  on  for  what 
it  thinks  is  right,  the  bulletin  de- 
clares. The  defunct  code  satisfied 
nobody,  Kuykendall  reports,  and  yet 
he  believes  that  it  could  have  been 
the  basis  for  a  workable  instrument. 
He  writes  that  the  MPTOA  still  be- 
lieves that  a  program  of  fair  trade 
practices  can  be  worked  out  if  the 
principles  are  based  on  MPTOA 
principles. 

In  regard  to  progress  during  the 
last  year,  Kuykendall  asserts  that 
the  industry  can  be  proud  of  the 
improvement  in  product,  better  the- 
ater management  and  the  killing  of 
adverse  state  legislation. 

Kuykendall  concludes  the  bulletin 
with  a  seven-page  summary  and 
analysis  of  the  Neely  Bill. 


Confident  of  Extension 

of  Hull's  Treaty  Program 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

was  expressed  yesterday  by  Chair- 
man Harrison,  (D.,  Miss.)  of  the 
Senate  Finance  Committee,  which 
will  have  charge  of  the  disputed 
trade  proposal  in  the  Senate.  Har- 
rison was  a  member  of  a  Congres- 
sional delegation  which  conferred 
with   Secretary  of   State  Hull. 
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Busher  Rites  in  K.  C. 

Kansas  City — Rites  for  George  A. 
Busher,  43,  head  of  the  Busher 
Sound  Engineering  Co.,  whose  death 
occurred  suddenly  in  St.  Louis,  were 
held  here  yesterday.  Busher  was 
widely  known  in  the  equipment  field. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Syracuse — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myron  P. 
Small  announce  the  marriage  of 
their  daughter,  Ruth  Small,  actress, 
to  Charles  Villency,  Binghamton  bu- 
reau head  of  the  Syracuse  Herald- 
Journal,  and  former  film  reviewer. 


Marshfield,  Wis. — Miss  Jean  Kleck- 
ner,  an  employe  of  the  Adler  The- 
ater here,  has  been  married  to  Verne 
Jewett. 
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V  REVIEWS  Of  THE  MU  HLHIS  .V 


"The  Fighting  69th" 

with    Pat   O'Brien,   James   Cagney, 

George    Brent 

Warners  90  Mins. 

OUTSTANDING,  DISTINCTIVE  WAR 
PICT^nE  SHOULD  SCORE  BRILLIANTLY 
AT   1^2  BOX-OFFICE. 

Put  this  down  in  the  book:  "The  Fight- 
ing 69th"  is  an  outstanding,  distinctive 
war  picture,  taking  rank  with  the  best  in 
the  screen's  history.  Endowed  with  a 
closely  knit  story  which  hews  faithfully  to 
the  regimental  line,  its  drama  cannily  re- 
lieved by  service  comedy,  and  moving  for- 
ward as  irresistibly  as  the  69th  on  many 
a  battlefield,  the  picture  should  score  bril- 
liantly at  the  box-office.  And  this  despite 
the  absence  of  boy-meets-girl  and  further, 
the  complete  lack  of  femininity  in  cast.  As 
a  substitute  for  conventional  romance,  the 
picture  generously  proffers  three  things: 
First,  the  saga  of  a  valorous  regiment.  Sec- 
ondly, a  finely  etched  character  study  of 
the  gallant  chaplain,  the  well  beloved 
Father  Francis  Patrick  Duffy.  Thirdly,  the 
simple  story  of  the  complex  Jerry  Plunkett, 
regimental  thorn-in-the-flesh.  As  this  re- 
viewer sees  it,  that  is  enough  and  more. 
In  translating  into  terms  of  cinematic  action 
the  World  War  chronicle  of  the  69th, 
Warners  confronted  a  monumental  task. 
Few  regiments  in  American  military  history 
have  as  distinguished  a  service  record;  few 
regiments  are  so  imbued  with  so  fierce  a 
loyalty.  Add  to  that  the  fact  that  there 
are  alive  today  not  only  those  who  figure 
prominently  in  the  story  but  countless  others 
whose  prototypes  again,  by  Hollywood  magic, 
fight  in  the  bloody  Argonne;  add,  too,  the 
vivid  memories  of  Father  Duffy  and  of 
Joyce  Kilmer,  and  you  have  a  fair  concept 
of  the  challenge  faced.  It  has  been  fully 
met,  not  only  by  Norman  Reilly  Raine, 
Fred  Niblo,  Jr.,  and  Deah  Franklin  who 
fashioned  the  original  story,  but  by  Jack 
L  Warner,  Hal  B.  Wallis  and  Louis  F. 
Edelman  on  the  production  side,  by  Director 
Will:am  Keigh'ey  and  his  aide,  Frank  Heath, 
by  Tony  Gaudio,  responsible  for  magnificent 
camera  work,  and  by  as  perfectly  tailored 
a  cast  as  you'd  find  in  all  filmland.  Say 
that  Pat  O'Brien  was  born  to  portray,  rev- 
erently and  humanly,  Father  Duffy  and  you 
won't  be  far  wrong.  Say  that  James 
Cagney  instills  the  breath  of  life  into  the 
fictional  Plunkett  (fictional?  wasn't  there 
one  in  every  regiment!)  and  who  is  there 
to  deny?  Say  that  George  Brent  is  "Wild 
Bill"  Donovan  to  the  very  life,  that  Jeffrey 
Lynn  catches  the  essence  of  Joyce  Kilmer, 
soldier-poet,  that  Alan  Hale,  Frank  Mc- 
Hugh,  Dennis  Morgan,  Dick  Foran,  William 
Lundigan,  Sammy  Cohen  and  the  many 
others  bring  back  the  old  Fighting  69th  and, 
aga'n,  who  is  there  to  deny?  From  Camp 
Mills,  where  the  regiment  prepared  for 
"over  there,"  through  days  and  nights  of 
battle,  finding  a  bloody  climax  in  the  Ar- 
gonne, finally  to  New  York's  Victory  Pa- 
rade, the  saga  progresses,  the  tempo  so 
expertly  maintained  that  the  90  minutes 
of  screen  time  seem  like  60.  The  per- 
sonal story  of  Jerry  Plunkett  essentially  is 
one  of  regeneration,  spiritual  no  less  than 
moral.  A  scoffer,  a  braggart,  psychologically 
unfit  for  the  front,  Jerry  heroically  redeems 
himself,  dies  a  hero's  death  instead  of  be- 
for  a  regimental  firing  squad.  His  feat: 
Operating  a  Stokes  gun,  he  saves  the  69th 


"His  Girl  Friday" 

with  Cary  Grant,   Rosalind   Russell, 

Ralph  Bellamy 

Columbia  92  Mins. 

TOP    FLIGHT    COMEDY,    WELL    PACED 

AND  WELL  CAST,  SHOULD  BE  A  HEAVY 

BO.    CLICK. 

Exh.bitors  should  do  a  heavy  business 
with  this  release,  audiences  should  vastly 
enjoy  it  and  Columbia  should  make  plenty. 
Given  a  snappy  pace,  a  top  flight  cast, 
good  production  and  able  direction,  film 
has  all  the  necessary  qualities  for  first-rate 
entertainment  for  any  type  of  audience. 
Film  has  romance,  action  galore  and  plenty 
of  suspense,  with  the  comedy  situations 
getting  madder  as  the  film  progresses.  Cary 
Grant  does  the  hard-boiled  newspaper  edi- 
tor role  to  a  turn  in  his  own  delightful 
manner,  and  Rosalind  Russell  has  never 
given  a  better  performance  than  as  his 
foil,  ex-wife  and  star  reporter  whom  he  is 
not  going  to  lose  under  any  circumstances. 
Ralph  Bellamy  is  fine  as  the  somewhat 
dumb  insurance  salseman  she  gets  engaged 
to,  and  Gene  Lockhart,  Porter  Hall,  Ernest 
Truex,  John  Qualen,  Cliff  Edwards,  Clar- 
ence Kolb,  Roscoe  Karns,  Frank  Jenks  and 
Abner  Biberman  handsomely  support  the 
principals.  Qualen  is  particularly  good  as 
the  murderer.  Exhibitors  have  a  first-class 
piece  of  screen  merchandise  to  sell  to  the 
public  in  this  release.  Miss  Russell,  di- 
vorced from  Grant,  pays  him  a  visit  at  his 
office  to  tell  him  she  is  marrying  Bellamy. 
With  a  big  execution  story  breaking  he  is 
determined  to  get  her  back  on  the  paper 
and  is  just  as  determined  to  marry  her 
again  himself.  Grant  frames  Bellamy,  has 
his  mother  kidnapped,  gets  him  locked  up 
on  half  a  dozen  different  charges  as  soon 
as  Rosalind  gets  him  out  of  jail,  and  turns 
the  jail  and  everyplace  else  into  a  raving  I 
madhouse  before  the  picture  is  over  and 
she  agrees  to  remarry  him.  Never  a  dull 
moment  has  been  allowed  to  creep  into  the 
picture   from   start   to   finish. 

CAST:  Cary  Grant,  Rosalind  Russell, 
Ralph  Bellamy,  Gene  Lockhart,  Porter  Hall, 
Roscoe  Karns,  Frank  Jenks,  Regis  Toomey, 
John  Qualen,  Ernest  Truex,  Cliff  Edwards, 
Clarence  Kolb,  Abner  Biberman,  Frank  Orth, 
Helen  Mack,  Alma  Kruger,  Billy  Gilbert, 
Pat  West,   Edwin   Maxwell. 

CREDITS:   Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc-  j 
tor,     Howard     Hawks;    Screenplay,    Charles 
Lederer;    Based    on    a    play    by    Ben    Hecht 
and  Charles  MacArthur;  Cameraman,  Joseph 
Walker;   Editor,  Gene   Havlick. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Music  In  My  Heart" 

with    Tony    Martin,    Rita    Hayworth,    Edith 

Fellows,   Alan    Mowbray 
Columbia  70  Mins. 

AMIABLE  MUSICAL  COMEDY  WILL 
PARTICULARLY  PLEASE  THE  MARTIN 
AND  ANDRE   KOSTELANETZ   FANS. 

"Music  In  My  Heart"  should  prove  to 
be  generally  pleasing  screenfare  for  any 
type  of  audience,  and  the  Tony  Martin 
and  Andre  Kostelanetz  fans  should  be  es- 
pecially pleased.  Martin,  making  his  first 
screen  appearance  in  some  time,  has  been 
handed  a  role  that  makes  or  breaks  the 
picture,  and  he  does  a  first  rate  job  with 
it.  Rita  Hayworth  is  attractive  and  capable 
in  the  top  femme  spot,  although  her  part 
does  not  give  her  too  much  to  do.  Edith 
Fellows  contributes  a  good  bit,  and  funsters 
Alan  Mowbray  and  Eric  Blore  will  draw 
plenty  of  laughs.  George  Tobias  is  amus- 
ing and  Joseph  Crehan  gives  a  capable 
characterization  in  a  supporting  spot. 
Andre  Kostelanetz  gives  the  exhibitors  an 
extra  name  to  exploit.  Picture  has  a  few 
lapses  in  the  continuity  that  drop  into  a 
mood  somewhat  foreign  to  the  lighthearted 
musical  comedy  vein,  but  all  in  all  audiences 
should  find  the  picture  entertaining.  Mar- 
tin is  about  to  be  deported  from  this  coun- 
try because  he  is  an  alien,  but  he  misses 
the  boat  due  to  a  taxi  smashup.  In  the 
other  taxi  is  Rita,  who  was  on  her  way  to 
the  boat  to  marry  Mowbray,  an  eccentric 
millionaire.  Mowbray  and  his  secretary, 
Blore,  get  off  the  boat  before  it  sails  when 
Rita  doesn't  show  up.  Rita  takes  Martin  to 
her  uncle's  now  that  he  is  a  fugitive  from 
the  law.  Martin  wins  the  affection  of  her 
family,  and  also  Rita's  love.  However,  the 
annoying  Mr.  Blore  gums  up  the  works 
when  Mowbray  sends  him  to  see  Rita.  Mar- 
tin comes  out  on  top  though,  wins  the 
girl  and  gets  another  singing  job,  with 
everybody  pleased  at  the  outcome. 

CAST:  Tony  Martin,  Rita  Hayworth,  Edith 
Fellows,  Alan  Mowbray,  Eric  Blore,  George 
Tobias,  Joseph  Crehan,  Joey  Ray,  Don  Bro- 
die,  Julieta  Novis,  Eddie  Kane,  Phil  Tead, 
Marten   Lamont,   Andre  Kostelanetz. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Irving  Starr;  Direc- 
tor, Joseph  Santley;  Original  Story  and 
Screenplay,  James  Edward  Grant;  Camera- 
man, John  Stumar;  Editor,  Otto   Meyer. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Dix  Hurt  Skiing 

Sun  Valley,  Idaho — Richard  Dix 
dislocated  his  shoulder  in  a  skiing 
accident. 


from  decimation,  enables  it  to  achieve  its 
Argonne  objective.  There  are  many  stand- 
out scenes.  Unforgettable  is  the  scene  in 
which  Lynn  reads  Joyce's  "Rouge  Bouquet". 
Unforgettable,  too,  the  scene  in  which 
O'Brien  reads  the  Hebrew  prayer  to  little 
"Mike  Murphy,"  born  Mischa  Moskiewicz. 
And  graven  deeply,  certainly,  is  the  fitting 
finale  which  finds  O  Brien,  beside  the  Duffy 
Memorial  in  Times  Square,  uttering  a  prayer 
for  peace.  Truly  a  brilliant  example  of 
screencraft,  this  "The  Fighting  69th." 

CAST:  James  Cagney,  Pat  O'Brien, 
George  Brent,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Alan  Hale, 
Frank  McHugh,  Dennis  Morgan,  Dick  Foran, 
William  Lundigan,  "Big  Boy"  Williams,  John 


Litel,  Henry  O'Neill,  Sammy  Cohen,  Har- 
vey Stephens,  Charles  Trowbridge,  DeWolf 
Hopper,  Tom   Dugan,   Frank  Wilcox. 

CREDITS:  In  charge  of  production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B. 
Wallis;  Associate  Producer,  Louis  F.  Edel- 
man; Original  Screenplay  by  Norman  Reilly 
Raine,  Fred  Niblo,  Jr.,  and  Deah  Franklin; 
Director,  William  Keighley;  Assistant,  Frank 
Heath;  Cameraman,  Tony  Gaudio;  Technical 
Advisors,  Capt.  John  T.  Prout  and  Mark 
White;  Special  Effects,  Byron  Haskin  and 
Rex  Wimpy;  Editor,  Owen   Marks. 


REPORT  PROGRESS  AT 
EQUITY  SUIT  CONFAB 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

reaching  an  agreement  upon  which 
question  will  be  answered  by  the 
Government. 

Indications  are  that  no  court  bat- 
tle will  be  necessary  and  that  an 
amicable  agreement  will  be  reached. 


Woods  Theater  Won't  Get 
2nd  Chi.  GWTW  Booking 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Woods,  Essaness  house,  simultane- 
ously with  its  engagement  at  the 
Oriental,  Jones,  Linick  &  Schaefer 
theater,  the  Woods  was  eliminated 
yesterday. 

The  accompanying  announcement 
that  Metro  was  negotiating  another 
deal  in  the  Loop  was  accepted  local- 
ly as  meaning  that  B  &  K  might  still 
get  the  pix  for  two-a-day,  reserved 
seat   presentation. 


Metro  disclosed  yesterday  that 
GWTW  will  open  Jan.  25  at  the 
Apollo,  Atlantic  City,  and  the  Pal- 
ace, Albany.  At  the  Apollo,  the  film 
will  be  shown  according  to  the  gen- 
eral policy  of  showing  it  three  times 
daily  with  morning  and  matinee  per- 
formances continuous  and  the  eve- 
ning show  reserved.  At  the  Palace, 
the  picture  will  have  its  premiere 
the  night  of  January  25,  and  will 
remain  at  that  theater  for  seven  full 
days  starting  Jan.  26.  After  that, 
the  film  will  move  to  the  Harmanus 
Bleeker  Hall  for  an  indefinite  run.  At 
both  the  Palace  and  the  Harmanus 
Bleeker  Hall  there  will  be  three 
shows  daily,  with  only  the  evening 
show  reserved,  and  two  shows  Sun- 
day with  seats  reserved  at  both  per- 
formances. 


Variety  Guild  Asks  Loan 

of  SAG's  Ken  Thomson 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"loan"  of  Ken  Thomson,  executive 
secretary  of  SAG,  to  organize  its 
affairs,  it  was  learned  last  night. 
It  is  expected  that  when  the  SAG 
board  meets  Monday  the  request  will 
be ,  granted  and  Thomson  will  be 
given  a  leave  of  absence  to  take 
over  the  AGVA's  affairs  until  they 
are   straightened   out. 

Thomson  will  take  the  post  as  a 
representative  of  the  AAAA  and 
will  not  assume  the  title  of  executive 
secretary,  it  is  understood.  A  rally 
of  AGVA  members  will  be  held  Sun- 
day at  the  Palm  Garden. 


3rd  Weeks  for  "Hunchback" 

"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame" 
has  been  held  for  a  third  week  in 
Providence,  Washington,  Boston, 
Chicago  and  Los  Angeles. 


DIRECTION, 
The  Best. 


Aces.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 


Abe  Kaufman  III 

Chicago — Abe  Kaufman,  B  &  K 
chief  booker,  is  a  patient  at  St. 
Luke's  Hospital. 
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DEVRY  WILL  ESTABLISH 
DISTRIBUTION  ABROAD 


Chicago — The  DeVry  Corp.  here 
is  sending  Nat  Nathanson  to  the 
Philippines,  China  and  India  to  es- 
tablish distribution  and  agencies  for 
the  company's  lines,  while  G.  T. 
Thomas  is  leaving  for  Cuba  and  Cen- 
tral American  countries  on  a  similar 
mission  shortly. 

Company  is  also  planning  to  dis- 
patch a  special  representative  to 
South  America  in  the  near  future. 

Headquarters  locally  announce 
that  the  16  mm.  DeVry  library  now 
comprise  some  3,000,000  feet,  and 
this  foctage  will  be  available  for 
world-wide  distribution.  Further,  the 
company  now  has  in  production  the 
new  heavy  duty  arc  projection  ma- 
chines and  will  speed  up  plans  for  a 
nation-wide  news  service  designed 
to  give  local  coverage  for  various 
territories,  where  district  offices  will 
be  lccated. 


Include  Bowling  Alleys 

In  New  Theater  Block 


Arlington,  Va. — Ground  has  been 
broken  for  a  700-seat  theater  at  Co- 
lumbia Pike  and  Fillmore  St.  Fred 
Bishop,  of  Richmond,  is  architect 
and  the  Wise-Granite  &  Construc- 
tion Co.,  contractors.  He  use  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  around  June  1. 
Included  in  the  building  will  be 
bowling  alleys.  Neighborhood  The- 
ater, Inc.,  a  Virginia  corporation 
with  offices  in  Richmond,  will  oper- 
ate the  house. 


Walker  Screen  in  Rialto 

The  management  of  the  Rialto 
Theater  announces  the  installation 
of  a  new  Walker  screen.  Installation 
is  the  last  step  in  the  complete  re- 
furbishing of  the  theater  which  in- 
cludes: redecoration  of  the  interior, 
new  seats,  new  lounge  furnishings 
and  the  Nat  Karson  horror  murals 
which  are  hung  in  the  lobby  of  the 
theater. 


Dr.  Winslow  to  Build 

Pittsburgh — A  deal  has  just  been 
closed  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Winslow  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  600-seat  thea- 
ter in  Meadville.  Dr.  Winslow,  as 
head  cf  the  Meadville  Park  Theater 
Corp.,  already  operates  the  Park  and 
Penn  Theaters  there. 


New  650-Seater  for  Mervis 

Pittsburgh — Mervis  Bros.,  who  op- 
erate five  or  six  theaters  in  Alle- 
gheny County,  will  build  a  new  650- 
seat  house  in  Aspinwall. 


After  30  Years 

Detroit — Two  Motiograph  Model  1A 
projectors,  installed  in  1910,  are  being 
replaced  after  30  years  of  continuous 
service  by  E.  J.  Leach  in  the  Gem  The- 
ater at  Ciio.  National  Theater  Supply 
Co.  has  the  job,  installing  new  Simpiex 
projectors,   sound,   and    lamps. 


Circular  Ticket  Counter 

Feature  of  Shulman  House 


Windsor,  Conn. — The  new  600-seat 
Plaza  Theater,  operated  by  Max, 
Maurice  and  Joseph  Shulman  of 
Hartford,  and  designed  by  Pauline 
Shulman,  has  several  distinctive  fea- 
tures. One  lobby  wail  is  covered  by 
a  nuge  mural  depicting  historical 
happenings  in  Windsor.  One  part 
ot  cne  looby  is  reserved  for  exnibi- 
tion  of  paintings  by  Connecticut 
artists.  A  circular  counter  for  sale 
of  ticKets  is  used  to  replace  the  or- 
ainary  booth,  and  Zeon  lighting  is 
used  for  the  first  time  in  any  the- 
ater. 

.beats  are  by  American  Seating; 
RCA  High  Fidelity  sound,  with 
rotary  staDilizer;  JNationai  Theater 
supply  simpiex  projectors;  Modern 
Tneater  Equipment  (Jyciex  arc  lamps. 
The  house  ntts  been  air-conditioned 
by  Paul  ±5emis,  wno  installed  Min- 
neapolis controls. 

ine  ijOCAWuod-Gordon  renovated 
Windsor  Theater,  also  a  6UU-seater, 
opened  a  lew  days  before  the  Plaza, 
modern  1  heater  Equipment,  New 
xiaven,  supplied  bootn  equipment, 
screen,  Cvciex  lamps.  Heywood- 
vvaKeneici   nad   the   cnair   contract. 


Sessinghaus  Affiliates 

With  Scott-Ballantyne 

Omaha — Scott  Bailantyne  Co.,  lo- 
cal tneaier  equipment  nouse,  and  E. 
J.  Sessmgnaua,  local  architect,  have 
formed  me  J.  neater  JJesign-iiuild- 
ing-i^quipment  bervice,  onermg  a 
complete  contract  theater  job. 

i!  n  m  combines  equipment  service 
of  former  witn  arcnitectural  services 
of  latter,  according  to  announcement. 


Improve  Marks  House 

Pittsburgh  —  The  Orpheum  Thea- 
ter, CiarKsourg,  W.  Va.,  operated  by 
Jack  Marks,  one  of  the  pioneer  ex- 
hibitors in  the  West  Virginia  terri- 
tory, will  be  completely  remodeled, 
^euecorated  and  refurnished.  This 
work  will  include  a  new  modern 
front,  new  ceiling  and  walls,  lighting 
fixtures,  sound  equipment,  etc.,  and 
reseating. 


Installs  New  Candy  Depts. 

Detroit — Confection  Cabinet  Corp. 
has  installed  new  candy  departments 
in  two  theaters  of  the  Krim  Brothers 
Circuit,  the  Harmony  and  the  Park, 
Manager  George  Bernstein   reports. 


LATEST  IN  EQUIPMENT 
IN  CHI'S  TELENEWS 


Chicago — Latest  advances  in  mo- 
tion picture  theater  equipment  are 
incorporated  in  the  new  Telenews 
Theater  recently  opened  here  by  its 
owners  and  operators,  Midwest  News 
Reel  Theaters,  of  which  Herbert 
Scheftel  of  New  York  City  is  presi- 
dent. 

House  has  RCA  sound,  Simplex 
projectors,  and  American  Seating 
Co.'s  Bodi-form  chairs.  *  Approxi- 
mately 400  of  the  latter  are  installed 
on  the  main  floor  of  the  auditorium, 
and  200  in  the  balcony. 

A  Westingnouse  air  conditioning 
system  is  used,  Perey  turnstiles,  and 
Stanley  Bigelow  carpets  supplied  by 
Marshall  Field  Co. 

The  theater  has  a  unique  front 
and  marquee,  White  Way  Co.  light- 
ing, plus  clear  cut  screen  effect  and 
excellent  acoustics. 

Marshall  Field  supplied  the  fur- 
nishings for  the  rest  rooms.  Equip- 
ment contract  was  executed  by  Na- 
tional 1  heater  Supply. 

Shaw,  Naess  and  Murphy  were 
architects. 


1940  Prospects  Hailed 

As  Bright  By  Celotex 

Chicago — Executives  of  the  Celo- 
tex Co.  here  assert  that  prospects 
for  further  gams  in  use  01  com- 
pany's acoustical  products  in  firm 
tneaters  are  excepuonally  bright  ior 
1940. 

rcecent  installations  include  those 
effectuated  for  the  New  TaKe  Tnea- 
ter,  Minneapolis;  the  Garden,  St. 
Taul;  isis,  Kansas  City;  Sisseton, 
Sisseton,  S.  D.;  Visulte,  Charlotte, 
i\.  C,  and  the  Wilkinson,  in  vVainng- 
ton,  Conn. 


To  Modernize  Chi.  Portage 

Chicago — Mort  Goldberg,  presiuent 
of  the  GCS  Theater  circuit,  says  the 
company  will  spend  $40,000  modern- 
izing the  Portage  Theater.  Plans 
can  for  new  lobby,  indirect  lighting 
fixtures,  Crestwood  carpets,  and  a 
general  overhauling  of  the  house, 
under  the  direction  of  Mark  Kal- 
lischer,   theater   architect. 


Hall  Joins  Morgan  Firm 

Detroit  —  Robert  Hall  has  been 
added  as  a  partner  in  the  Fluores- 
cent Light  Supply  Co.,  recently  or- 
ganized by  Franklyn  K.  Morgan. 


New  Detroit  Suburban 

Detroit — A  new  1,500-seat  house 
is  to  be  erected  in  Melvindale,  West 
Side  suburb,  by  Louis  Schlussel,  who 
runs  the  Farnum  in  Hamtramck. 
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THE^/ 

Its  Vital  Place 


By 

Sales  Manager  of  the  Carbo 

FROM  the  earliest  days  of  t 
motion  picture  industry  the  ca 
bon  arc  has  been  the  domin 
source  of  light  for  projection.  Lik 
wise,  in  the  studio,  the  industry  h 
placed  great  reliance  on  carbon  a 
illumination  ever  since  artific 
lighting  of  motion  picture  sets  w 
first  adopted.  The  phenomer 
strides  made  by  the  motion  pictu 
industry  in  its  relatively  few  ye;; 
of  existence  has  tended  to  ova 
shadow  the  accompanying  improv 
ments  in  the  carbon  arc  which  ma 
it  today  a  marvel  of  efficiency 
light  production. 

The  projection  of  motion  pictu 
requires  a  light  source  of  small  ai 
and  high  intrinsic  brilliancy.  In  i 
early  days  screens  were  sm 
throws  short  and  audiences  i 
highly  critical.  The  low  intens 
carbon  arc,  similar  in  principle 
the  arcs  then  common  for  strt 
lighting  was  adapted  by  means 
suitab.e  lamp  mechanism  to  the  pi 
poses  of  projection  and  proved  qu, 
acceptable  at  the  time.  But 
nickelodeon  grew  and,  with 
growth,  came  the  long  series  of  i 
provements  in  the  carbon  arc  t! 
kept  it  in  the  preferred  position 
a  source  of  p:ojection  light. 

Developments    in    projector    c 
bon   manufacture   adapted   the   , 
to   more    efficient   optical    syste 
as  well  as  to  the  more  critical  ai 
iude  of  theater  patrons.    When 
creased  screen  size  created  the  n 
for  a  light  source  millions  of  tin! 
as  brilliant  as  the  light  required 
the  screen,  the  development  of 
high    intensity   arc    met   this   ne 
More  recently,  simplification  of 
high  intensity  arc  has  given  to 
small   theater   the   superior   qua 
of  projection  which  had  previoi 
been   enjoyed   exclusively   by   ti 
large  theaters  using  the  earlier 
more   expemive    types   of   high 
tensity  lamps. 


THE    advent    of    color    feat^ 
brought     into     prominence 
need  for  snow  white  projection  li;l. 
The  low  intensity  arc,  on  which! 
small  theater  had  been  depend*. 
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';  Film  Industry 

Ll  FORD 

vision,  National  Carbon  Co. 

es  a  light  of  definitely  yellowish 
t,  with  yellow,  orange  and  red 
uprising  almost  two-thirds  of  its 
ht  output.  The  high  intensity  arc, 
the  other  hand,  gives  almost 
ual  output  of  all  the  primary  col- 
.  This  is  the  quality  of  light  for 
ich  color  films  are  processed  and 
the  only  type  of  light  that  gives 
curate  color  reproduction  on  the 
een.       Excess    or    deficiency    of 

>'■/   color    in    the    projection    light 
es  a  distorted  color  impression. 
Coincident  with  improvements  in 
adiness,  light  quality  and  power 

1  'the  carbon  arc,  came  striking  im- 

uivement  in  its  efficiency  and  econ- 
y  as  a  light  source.  Today  sim- 
ied  high  intensity  projection 
ips  give  sixteen   times  as   much 

t«t  on  the  screen  as  the  low  in- 
sity  condenser  type  lamps  of 
:nty  years  ago  provided  at  the 
ie     consumption     of     electrical 

) <lver.  There  are  few  items  of  ex- 
ise  associated  with  theater  oper- 
>n  in  which  such  striking  gain  in 

fwomy  has  been  effected. 


CORRESPONDING  progress  has 
'    been  made  in  the  adaptation 

plhe  carbon  arc  to  the  needs  of 
i  studio.  The  photographic  speed 
i  deep  penetration  of  carbon  arc 
ting  have  long  been  recognized. 
:  high  level  of  illumination  now 
d  on  the  studio  stage  brings  into 
minence  another  important 
racteristic  of  the  arc,  namely  its 
tively  small  percentage  of  radi- 
1  heat  and  the  increased  com- 
■  for  the  actors  resulting  from  the 
of  carbon  arc  illumination, 
ight    is    the    medium    through 

oijfeji  the  action  on  the  stage  is 
>rded  on  the  film.  It  is  likewise 
medium  through  which  this  ac- 
is  presented  to  the  eyes  of  the 
>ter  patron.  It  is  the  life  blood 
he  motion  picture  industry  and 
carbon  arc,  as  a  source  of  light 

w1)Oth  the  studio  and  the  theater, 
been  a  major  factor  in  bringing 
industry  to  its  high  rank  among 
sr  great  industries  of  this  mod- 
day. 


DUNNINGCOLOR  PLANT 

CONVERSION  COMPLETE 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Dunningcolor  Corp. 
has  completed  construction  of  build- 
ing and  installation  of  new  equip- 
ment for  its  color  laboratory  at 
932  North  La  Brea.  Structure  was 
converted  during  past  six  months 
from  a  research  laboratory  to  quan- 
tity production  plant,  with  annual 
capacity  of  10  million  feet  of  35  mm. 
full  three-color  negative  and  positive 
film  via  Dunningcolor. 

The  Dunningcolor  plant  is  com- 
pact, despite  the  capacity,  and  is 
designed  and  built  to  follow  standard 
laboratory  practices.  The  three- 
color  printers  and  laboratory  equip- 
ment for  the  three-color  work  were 
designed  under  supervision  of  Dodge 
Dunning  after  several  years  of  re- 
search. 


200  Air  .Conditioned  Pix 

Theaters  Operate  in  Chi. 

Chicago — Ten  theaters  in  Chicago 
district,  installed  air  conditioning 
equipment,  during  the  past  year,  in- 
volving 665  tons  capacity  and  698- 
horsepower.  These  installations, 
bring  the  total  theater  installation 
in  Chicago  to  an  even  200,  with  a 
tonnage  of  15,674  and  a  horsepower 
of  23,249.  William  Rock,  air  condi- 
tioning engineer  of  the  Common- 
wealth Edison  Co.  is  optimistic  over 
the  1940  outlook. 


Warners  Erecting  New 

Los  Angeles  Exchange 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Warners  plan  to  oc- 
cupy their  new  Los  Angeles  ex- 
change by  next  Fall.  Work  of  razing 
the  building  on  the  site  at  Vermont 
and  21st  has  started.  New  structure 
will  occupy  14,000  square  feet  and 
will  be  two  stories  in  height.  Latest 
fire  precautions  equipment  will  be 
installed. 


Wise  Succeeds  Manchester 

Detroit  —  Benton  D.  Manchester 
has  resigned  as  general  manager  of 
Conditionaire,  Inc.,  which  is  making 
theatrical  air-conditioning  installa- 
tions. George  Wise,  who  was  an  en- 
gineer with  the  company,  is  taking 
the  post. 


New  Theater  Supply  Co. 

Detroit  —  New  theater  supply 
house  has  been  opened  at  131  W. 
Vermer  Highway  by  Joseph  Renick 
and  Tom  Napoletano,  both  of  whom 
were  formerly  with  McArthur  The- 
ater Equipment  Co. 


Boy-Meets-Girl 

Canton,  0. — New  Park  Theater,  owned 
and  under  the  personal  management  of 
George  S.  Ellis,  has  been  opened  at  near- 
by North  Canton.  House  is  included  in 
a  building  estimated  to  have  cost  $60,- 
000,   erected   by   MM   and  J.    B.    Mohler. 

An  innovation  is  "love  seats"  adver- 
tised as   "cozy   as  your  own   couch." 


$100,000  Theater  to  Be 

Leased  By  Gallos  Bros. 

Chicago — Announcement  is  made 
by  Landau  &  Perlman  of  a  $100,000 
new  theater  project  for  the  Morgan 
Park-Beverly  Hills  district. 

House  will  be  a  1,000-seater  and 
will  occupy  the  southwest  corner  of 
111th  St.  and  Homewood  Ave.  The 
William  L.  Gregson  Estate  is  the 
lessor,  and  the  Galles  Bros.,  the  les- 
sees. Latter  operate  currently  the 
Midway,  Woodlawn  and  Ray  Thea- 
ters. 

New  house  will  be  known  as  the 
Morgan  Park.  Ground  is  to  be 
broken  in  early  February,  and  open- 
ing planned  for  mid-May. 


NTS  Supplies  Equipment 

For  Cameo  at  Detroit 


Detroit  —  Bulk  of  equipment  for 
the  new  1,500-seat  Cameo  Theater 
for  Flucksa  &  Stoica  was  installed 
by  National  Theater  Supply  Co.,  in- 
cluding: Simplex  Four  Star  Sound 
(installed  by  Altec),  fluorescent 
lighting,  Magnarc  lamps,  National 
stereoptican,  Capitol  spotlight,  Hert- 
ner  Peerless  transverter,  Walker 
sound  screen,  Crestwood  carpets, 
National  marquee  with  Wagner  sil- 
houette letters,  and  Mork-Green 
drapes. 

Seating  contract  went  to  Ideal 
Seating  Co.  through  McArthur  The- 
ater Equipment  Co.  Bennett  & 
Straight  were  architects. 


New  GE  Film  Catalogue 

A  new  catalogue  of  motion  pictures 
is  now  offered  by  General  Electric 
Co.  The  pictures,  both  sound  and 
silent,  are  designed  for  the  use  of 
organized  groups.  Listed  in  the 
catalogue  are  12  distribution  points 
throughout  the   country. 


Grey  Heads  Wright  Co. 

Detroit — William  O.  Grey,  theater 
broker,  is  heading  the  A.  D.  Wright 
Manufacturing  Co.,  with  offices  on 
West  Jefferson  Avenue,  selling  the- 
ater spray,  polishes,  etc. 

Strodel  in  New  Post 

Chicago — C.  F.  Strodel,  formerly 
a  Balaban  &  Katz  executive,  has 
been  elected  president  and  general 
sales  manager  of  the  Cherry  Spe- 
cialty Co. 


RAPPS  PREPARE  PLANS 
FOR  4  NEW  THEATERS 


Chicago  —  Rapp  &  Rapp,  theater 
architects,  are  at  work  on  plans  for 
two  new  houses  in  Chicago  territory 
and  two  in  other  cities.  Plans  for 
modernizing  several  older  theaters 
also  are  being  discussed. 

Sketches  have  been  prepared  for 
connecting  the  B  &  K  Chicago,  State 
Lake,  Roosevelt  and  United  Artists 
theaters  to  the  new  Chicago  subway, 
now  under  construction.  The  archi- 
tects have  several  months  more  time 
to  complete  the  latter  as  the  con- 
struction of  the  subway  under  the 
Loop  started  at  the  South  end  of  the 
job,  instead  of  the  Chicago  River  end 
on  the  North  Side. 

No  decision  has  been  reached  as 
yet  on  connecting  the  McVicker's 
and  Oriental  theaters  to  the  subway, 
as  these  will  require  expensive  tun- 
nels. 


Londons  Will  Erect  New 

1,000-Seater  in   Detroit 


Detroit — Julius  D.  London  and  his 
son,  Milton  London,  who  now  oper- 
ate the  Booth  and  Arcadia  Theaters, 
will  build  a  new  theater,  about  1,000 
seats,  at  Third  and  Canfield  Aves., 
to  be  named  the  Apollo.  New  house 
will  be  opened  in  March.  Bennett  & 
Straight  are  architects. 


Beach  Amusement  Plans 

New  Circuit  In  Florida 


New  Port  Richey,  Fla.  —  Beach 
Amusements,  Inc.,  Tampa,  has 
leased  the  New  Port  Richey  Theater 
from  Addison  Miller.  Beach  Amuse- 
ments, new  Florida  concern,  plans 
to  establish  houses  in  various  parts 
of  the  state.  It  has  one  now  build- 
ing at  St.  Petersburg  Beach.  F.  L. 
Alig  is  its  managing  representative. 


Hummel  in  New  Berth 

Cincinnati — Howard  Hummel,  for- 
merly with  National  Theater  Supply 
Co.,  is  now  connected  with  Mid-West 
Theater  Supplies,  as  sales  represen- 
tative. 


New  Marquee  for  Oakland 

Detroit — Long  Sign  Co.  is  install- 
ing a  new  marquee  on  the  Oakland 
Theater  for  Schram  &  Goldberg  Cir- 
cuit. 


Renovate  Florida  House 

Plant  City,  Fla.— The  Capitol  The- 
ater is  completing  a  $10,000  renova- 
tion program. 
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JACKSON  ELEVATION 
NOT  TO  AFFECT  SUITS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ence  following  announcement  of  his 
bench   appointment   yesterday. 

Thurman  Arnold,  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General,  will  carry  on  with  as 
free  a  hand  as  he  now  enjoys.  Jack- 
son, if  anything, 
is  more  familiar 
with  film  industry 
litigation  than 
Murphy  —  he  ar- 
gued the  Dallas 
case,  am  o  n  g 
others,  before  the 
Supreme  Court — 
and  is  known  to 
favor  vigorous 
anti-trust  law  en- 
forcement. 

The  budget  fig- 
ures released  yes- 
terday show  a  re- 
duction of  $100,- 
000  in  the  appropi'iation  for  Arnold's 
Anti-Trust  Division,  the  new  figure 
being  $1,209,000.  This  led  Murphy 
co  state  that  he  does  not  feel  the 
reduction  will  greatly  affect  its  ac- 
tivities. 

Reviewing  the  work  he  is  leaving 
behind,  Murphy  said  he  expects  it 
will  all  be  carried  to  its  conclusion. 
Referring  specifically  to  the  Bioff 
case  on  the  West  Coast,  he  said  it 
took  much  time  of  necessity,  but 
told  reporters  it  would  certainly  be 
cleared  up  by  the  Department  under 
Jackson's  regime. 

Murphy  will  remain  at  the  depart- 
ment for  approximately  a  month  to 
clear  up  pending  matters,  working 
in  co-operation  with  Jackson. 


THURMAN    ARNOLD 


Argentine  Treaty  Barriers 
Causing  Distribs.  Concern 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  United  States.  Since  motion 
pictures  are  an  important  commod- 
ity on  the  lists  interchanged  by  the 
negotiators,  fear  is  felt  that  the 
scuttling  of  the  conversations  may 
force  American  distributors  here  to 
continue  on  a  basis  of  trade  which 
would  certainly  be  improved  by  a 
new  commercial  treaty. 

Sources  close  to  the  Government 
have  already  expressed  disapproval 
of  the  terms  allegedly  being  ad- 
vanced by  the  U.  S.,  and  these  are 
held  to  be  of  such  a  partial  nature 
that  Argentina  could  not  allegedly 
gain  nearly  as  much  as  could  the 
U.  S.  in  the  way  of  commercial  bene- 
fits. 


Washington  —  State  Department 
channels  were  reticent  yesterday  to 
discuss  the  impasse  facing  the  U.  S.- 
Argentina trade  pact  negotiations, 
but,  it  is  apparent,  a  hopeful  atti- 
tude exists  that  there  will  be  no 
actual  breakdown  in  the  bi-lateral 
talks. 

Close  watch  is  being  kept  by  repre- 
sentatives of  American  film  inter- 
ests with  respect  to  the  situation, 
both  here  and  in  Argentina,  it  is 
learned. 


Skouras  Sees  Better  Entertainment 
Values  Needed  to  Raise  B.O.  Scales 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


of  expenses"  and  declared  "only  bet- 
ter production  and  entertainment 
values  will  encourage  the  exhibitor 
to  improve  admissions." 

3.  Asserted  it  is  the  exhibitor's 
"task  to  devise  and  use  better  show- 
manship methods,  individualize  ex- 
ploitation treatment  and  extend  the 
runs  of  meritorious  b.o.  attractions." 

Discussing  the  industry  situation 
today,  Skouras  told  The  Film  Daily: 

"As  all  lines  of  business  have 
shown  a  marked  upward  trend  in  the 
past  several  months,  it  is  only  rea- 
sonable to  assume  that  the  film  in- 
dustry will  enjoy  some  measure  of 
the  domestic  prosperity  that  seems 
assured  for  1940.  However,  the  ex- 
tent of  this  improvement  is  conting- 
ent on  the  ability  of  the  production 
organizations  to  provide  greater  en- 
tertainment values  at  less  cost,  just 
as  other  industries  are  continuously 
striving  to  improve  their  merchan- 
dise each  year  at  less  cost  to  them- 
selves, the  distributor  and  the  con- 
sumer. The  automobile  industry  is 
a  notable  example  of  this,  for  de- 
spite the  mechanical  perfection  and 
ordinary  long  life  of  the  automobile, 
the  manufacturers  have  assured 
themselves  of  a  steady  volume  of 
business  by  constantly  arousing  pub- 
lic interest  and  approval  of  various 
innovations  in  design  and  equip- 
ment, all  the  while  accentuating  the 
lower  cost  at  which  the  product  is 
available  to  the  consumer. 

Radio  Creates  New  Demand 

"The  same  thing  holds  true  in 
radio,  a  comparatively  youthful  in- 
dustry, which,  through  the  develop- 
ment of  finer,  novel  and  cheaper  re- 
ception sets  and  the  appealing  ex- 
ploitation of  new  features,  has  creat- 
ed a  constant  demand  for  radios  al- 
though virtually  every  home  in  the 
country  already  has  one  or  more. 

"Therefore,  our  business  and  the 
commodity  we  sell  would  benefit  by 
concentration  on  similar  production 
and  merchandising  methods.  Just 
as  other  industries  introduce  new 
and  appealing  features  in  their  prod- 
uct as  selling  points,  it  is  the  pro- 
ducer's task  to  introduce  new  faces 
and  subjects  that  will  intensify  in- 
terest and  increase  patronage.  But 
production  costs  must  be  reduced, 
for  if  the  dangerous  trend  in  in- 
creased costs  and  film  rentals  con- 
tinues it  will  nullify  any  bright  pros- 
pects the  new  year  may  otherwise 
hold  for  us.  Theater  admission 
prices,  which  are  very  low  from  the 
viewpoint  of  expenses,  are  at  a 
complete   standstill  and  only  better 


production  and  entertainment  values 
will  encourage  the  exhibitor  to  im- 
prove admissions. 
Better  Pix  Showmanship  Needed 
"As  for  the  exhibitor,  it  is  his 
task  to  devise  and  use  better  show- 
manship methods,  individualize  ex- 
ploitation treatment  and  extend  the 
runs  of  meritorious  box  office  attrac- 
tions, and  thereby  encourage  the 
producer  to  venture  in  new  person- 
alities and  story  material.  It  also 
falls  to  both  production  and  exhibi- 
tion to  publicize  properly  through- 
out the  country  the  quality  of  mer- 
chandise that  will  come  before  mo- 
tion picture  audiences  during  the 
course  of  1940,  preferably  through 
the  medium  of  a  national  campaign 
designed  along  the  lines  of  the  1938 
campaign. 

"In  other  words,  it  is  up  to  us 
to  duplicate  the  intensive  efforts  in 
sales  methods  that  other  well-or- 
ganized industries  have  utilized  to 
cultivate  patronage  and  good-will, 
and  which  actually  originated  in  our 
own  Industry.  The  most  striking 
example  that  comes  to  mind  is  the 
annual  automobile  shows  for  the  co- 
operative presentation  of  new  models 
and  lines  and  similar  showmanship 
activity  employed  by  other  industries 
to  exploit  their  merchandise.  Even 
the  i-adio  industry  is  daily  conceiv- 
ing and  utilizing  new  adaptations  of 
showmanship  and  exploitation  to  cap- 
ture pubic  interest. 

Costs  Near  Saturation  Point 

"I  think  that  the  adversities  of 
the  past  year  have  served  to  accent- 
uate and  provoke  thought  on  the 
problems  and  shortcomings  of  the 
Industry  as  a  whole.  I  think  they 
served  most  importantly  to  bring 
home  to  us  all  how  dangerously 
close  production  costs  and  film  rent- 
als have  reached  the  saturation 
point.  Unless  we  correct  this  con- 
dition  now  by  exercising 
sensible  methods  of  cost  control 
with  the  emphasis  on  greater  enter- 
tainment, and  by  effective  exploita- 
tion and  showmanship  on  the  part 
of  exhibition,  I  am  fearful  lest  the 
Industry  miss  a  great  opportunity 
for  advancement  and  prosperity  in 
1940. 

"On  the  other  hand,  with  an  as- 
sured flow  of  strong  product  aug- 
mented with  aggressive  showman- 
ship effort  in  all  departments,  I  am 
sure  that  the  box  offices  of  the  coun- 
try will  reflect  to  the  fullest  extent 
the  steady  advance  that  has  been 
evident  in  all  business  indices  during 
the  past  few  months." 


Newark  Gets  Fund  Check 

Newark  was  presented  yesterday 
with  a  check  of  $3,000  by  the  Will 
Rogers  Memorial  Fund  to  fight  in- 
fantile paralysis,  with  Harry  Bux- 
baum  representing  the  film  industry 
in  making  the  presentation  of  the 
check  to  Commissioner  J.  J.  Mc- 
Mahon. 


Ohio  Post  for  McGee 

Syracuse  —  Pat  McGee,  manager 
of  the  Paramount,  leaves  tomorrow 
for  assignment  in  Schines'  zone 
office,  at  Bellefontaine,  O.  Gene  Cur- 
tis of  the  Riviera,  Rochester,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  management 
of  the  Paramount. 


FAIR  LATIN  AMERICAN 
GAINS  SEEN  BY  LOEW 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  New  York  World-Telegram's 
"Panorama  of  Business"  section  yes- 
terday. /6g^ 

Surveying  the  possibilities  |j£.  the 
Latin- American  market,  Loew  points 
to  the  number  of  important  pictures 
to  be  released  during  the  coming 
year  and  declares,  "One  doesn't  have 
to  be  a  particularly  gifted  prophet 
to  foresee  greater  revenue  resulting 
from  such  productions."  He  warns, 
however,  of  a  darker  side  to  the  pic- 
ture, citing  increased  taxation,  and 
says: 

"If  this  rise  continues,  American 
producers  will  reluctantly  be  ob- 
liged to  withdraw  from  a  very  few 
countries  that  cannot  differentiate 
between  taxation  and  confiscation." 

Loew  says  his  company  now  op- 
erates five  theaters  in  South  Amer- 
ica but  has  no  expansion  plans  and 
declares,  "Except  for  native  produc- 
tion on  a  very  low  budget  scale, 
notably  in  Mexico  and  Argentina, 
native  language  production  will 
probably  not  present  too  formidable 
competition  to  Hollywood." 


Mono.  Franchise  Holders 

Meet  on  Playdate  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  President  W.  Ray  Johnston,  Ed- 
ward Golden  and  George  W.  Weeks. 
Scott  Dunlap,  production  chief,  will 
stop  off  in  Chicago  en  route  to  New 
York  for  the  quarterly  board  meet- 
ing in  New  York  on  Jan.  9. 

Slated  to  attend  the  Chicago  ses- 
sion are  Steve  Broidy,  Boston;  Ben 
Welansky,  Pittsburgh;  Harry  Thom- 
as, New  York;  Harry  Berkson,  Buf- 
falo; John  Mangham,  Atlanta;  Wil- 
liam Onie,  Cincinnati;  Nate  Schultz, 
Cleveland;  William  Hurlbut,  Detroit"; 
Henri  Elman,  Chicago;  Charles 
Weiner,  Minneapolis;  Charles 
Trampe,  Milwaukee;  Forrest  Judd, 
Des  Moines;  Sol  Francis,  Omaha; 
Lon  Fidler,  Denver;  Howard  Stub- 
bins,  Los  Angeles;  Carr  Scott,  Okla- 
homa City;  George  West,  Kansas 
City  and  St.  Louis,  and  John  Fran- 
coni  and  Ed  Blumenthal,  Dallas. 

It  was  announced  yesterday  that 
Monogram  would  release  six  pic- 
tures this  month,  marking  one  of  its 
heaviest  releasing  schedules. 

George  W.  Weeks,  sales  manager, 
reported  the  following  circuit  deals 
for  the  1939-40  program:  Warner 
Bros.,  Buffalo;  Publix-Bamford, 
Charlotte,  N.  C.;  L.  Reinheimer, 
Chicago;  Harris  Directed  Theaters, 
Pittsburgh;  Lichtman  Theaters, 
Washington,  D.  C;  United  Detroit 
Theaters,  Detroit,  and  Fox  West 
Coast,  San  Francisco. 


Flora  Finch  Stricken 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Flora  Finch,  early  film 
comedienne,  is  reported  seriously  ill 
from  blood  poisoning  in  a  local  hos- 
pital. 
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What  are  th 

TEN    BEST 

*  PICTURES  OF  1939? 

*t  What  companies  produced  these  Ten  Best? 

4  What  associate  producers  produced  them  for  the 
companies? 

4  What  directors  directed  these  Ten  Best  Pictures? 

4  What  cameramen  photographed  them? 

4  What  script  writers  did  the  scripts? 

*[  Who  were  the  stars  and  featured  players  in  these 
pictures? 

4  What  star  is  credited  with  starring  in  more  than  one 
of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  1939? 

*f  What  director  is  credited  with  directing  two  of 
these? 

4  On  January  10th  more  than  500  newspapers  and 
national  magazines  in  collaboration  with  the  Film 
Daily  will  announce  the  result  of  the  Film  Daily's  18th 
Annual  Poll  of  the  Critics  of  America  for  the  Ten  Best 
Pictures  of  the  Year. 


RESPONSIBLE 
LEADERSHIP 


EASTMAN'S  negative  films— Plus-X, 
Super~XX,  Background- X — have  special 
features  that  more  than  meet  every  con- 
tingency. This  ability  is  backed  up  by 
unmatched  photographic  quality  and 
unvarying  uniformity,  the  vital  factors 
in  Eastman  leadership  for  over  fifty 
years.  Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Dis- 
tributors, Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 

EASTMAN 

PLIJS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  ail  difficult  shots 

BACKGROUND -X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Report  Goldwyn-Wamer  "Westerner"  Deal  is  Dropped 

REFEREEJRDERS  LIQUID™  OF  GRANDJATIONAL 

300  New  York  City  Unions  Join  Fight  on  Neely's  Bill 


THEWEEr  IN 
REVIEW 

Green  Light  for  RKO 

=     By  L.  H.  MITCHELL      = 


COURTS:  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
gave  RKO  reorg.  the  go  ahead  sig- 
nal by  denying  Cassell  &  Co.  and 
Ernest  Stirn  petitions  to  review  de- 
cision of  lower  court  .  .  .  Nebraska 
announced  it  would  take  its  fight 
against  Ascap  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  .  .  .  Massachusetts  Supreme 
Court  upheld  a  Bank  Night  convic- 
tion but  warned  that  not  all  Bank 
Nights  come  in  the  lottery  category 
.  .  .  Admiral  Theater,  Philly  (Harub 
Amusement)  filed  anti-trust  action 
against  major  producer-distribs. 

#  #         * 

DISTRIBUTION:     Warner  Bros. 

:  announced  a  deal  with  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn  to  distribute  his  Gary  Cooper 
starrer,  "The  Westerner,"  with  UA 

i  interposing  its  contract  with  Gold- 
wyn.  Meanwhile  Jimmy  Roosevelt, 
president  of  Goldwyn  Studios,  Inc., 
announced  he  had  closed  a  distribu- 
tion deal  for  his  Globe  productions 
with  UA  for  a  term  of  years. 

*  *         * 

ON  VARIOUS  FRONTS:  RCA 
announced  it  would  introduce  large 
screen  television  in  theaters  during 
1940  .  .  .  RFC  finally  turned  down 
a  $450,000  loan  to  Grand  National. . . 
Harry  Ross  of  Ross  Federal  Survey 
predicted  steady  upward  trend  in 
business  and  in  pix  industry,  while 
Spyros  Skouras  held  that  better  film 
biz  in  1940  was  up  to  the  producers 
to  come  forward  with  better  pic- 
tures and  to  better  showmanship  on 
the  part  of  exhibs.  ...  If  defendants 
want  to  enter  a  consent  decree  in  D 
of  J's  equity  suit,  they  must  ask  for 
it,  Thurman  Arnold  stated  .  .  .  Rob- 
ert Jackson  enters  more  prominent- 
ly into  trust  suits  against  the  indus- 
try by  being  named  by  the  President 
for  the  Attorney  Generalship,  suc- 
ceeding Frank  Murphy  named  to 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court;  Gov't  trust 
prosecution  policies  remain  un- 
changed. 


"Would    Cause    Tremendous 

Injury     to     Workers," 

A  F  of  L  Conclusion 

Fight  against  the  Neely  bill,  pend- 
ing in  Congress,  was  joined  at  the 
week-end  by  300  New  York  City  A  F 
of  L  labor  unions,  acting  through 
Thomas  Murtha,  president  of  the 
Central  Trades  and  Labor  Council, 
and  the  Council's  Executive  Board. 

In  a  joint  statement,  the  two  de- 
clared that  upon  analysis,  the  A  F  of 
L  found  the  bill's  passage  "would 
cause  tremendous  injury  to  thou- 
sands of  workers  in  various  branches 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

HOMAND  WILL  APPEAL 

WESTWAY  DISMISSAL 


Baltimore — Leo  H.  Homand,  own- 
er of  the  Westway  Theater  here, 
plans  to  appeal  the  decision  of  Judge 
Chesnut  who  dismissed  the  exhibi- 
tor's   anti-trust   suit    against    seven 

(Continued  on  Page   8) 


Wobber  Optimistic  About 
Upward  Business  Trend 

Returning  at  the  week-end  from 
Coast  conferences  with  studio  execu- 
tives, Herman  Wobber,  general  man- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Stanley  War  Sec'y 

London  (By  Cable) — Appointment  of 
Sir  Oliver  Stanley  to  be  Secretary  of  War 
in  the  Chamberlain  cabinet,  removes  from 
the  British  film  scene  a  figure  long  pow- 
erful in  the  industry  while  filling  the 
post  of  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


FOX  APPOINTS  GLETT 
AS  GFI  VICE  PREXY 


Charles  L.  Glett,  former  vice-pres- 
ident of  Eastern  Service  Studios, 
has  been  named  executive  vice-pres- 
ident of  General  Film  Industries, 
Inc.,  by  Lawrence  W.  Fox,  Jr.,  pres- 
ident of  General  Film  Company  of 
Hollywood,  the  parent  organization. 

Appointment  follows  Glett's  re- 
cent announcement  that  he  planned 
to  devote  his  efforts  towards  the  de- 
velopment of  major  independent 
production  units,  in  which  field  Fox 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


English  Film  Production 
Declines  More  Than  50% 


London  (By  Cable) — While  vari- 
ous plans  designed  to  give  fresh  im- 
petus to  British  production  under 
war-time  conditions  are  under  con- 
sideration— a   proposal  for   a   Films 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


WB  Attorneys  Said  to  Have  Advised 
Against  Distributing  Goldwyn  Pix 


Symphonic  Featurettes 

to  be  Televised  by  NBC 

West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Pact    has    been    con- 
cluded here  by  the  terms  of  which 
NBC  will  get  for  television  use  all 
Symphonic  Featurettes  produced  in 
the  future  by  Frederick  Feher. 
The  shorts  will  henceforth  be  dis- 
( Continued  on  Page  5) 


Authentic  sources  both  on  the 
Coast  and  in  New  York  over  the 
week-end  indicated  that  there  would 
be  no  deal  between  Samuel  Goldwyn 
and  Warner  Bros,  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  "The  Westerner."  It  was 
reported  reliably  that  Warner  home 
office  attorneys  had  advised  against 
the  deal  at  this  time  and  were  of  the 
opinion  that  Goldwyn  was  obligated 
to  deliver  his  product   exclusively  to 

{Continued  on  Page  3) 


Fromberg     Named     Trustee; 

Objections  by  Creditors 

Held  Responsible 

Referee  Peter  B.  Olney,  Jr.,  on  Fri- 
day ordered  liquidation  of  Grand  Na- 
tional Pictures  within  five  days  and 
appointed  Harry  Fromberg  as  trus- 
tee of  the  assets  of  the  company, 
thereby  putting  GN  into  bankruptcy. 
The  order  was  made  during  the 
course  of  a  hearing  when  an  at- 
torney for  J.  P.  Cosman  withdrew 
a  certified  check  for  $4,000  which 
had  been  posted  to  obtain  further 
adjournment.  The  withdrawal  was 
made,  Cosman's  attorney  stated,  be- 
cause "too  many  objections  have 
been  raised  by  creditors  and  there 
will  be  trouble  in  carrying  out  any 
plan  offered  for  the  company." 

Fromberg  was  directed  to  post  a 
$20,000    bond    before    qualifying    as 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

HAMMONS  MAY  RETURN 
TOSHORTS  PRODUCTION 


As  the  liquidation  order  against 
Grand  Nationsl  does  not  affect  Edu- 
cational, E.  W.  Hammons  is  consid- 
ering renewed  activity  in  the  pro- 
duction of  short  subjects.    Hammons 

(Continued  on  Page   8) 


Disposition  of  Fairbanks 
UA  Stock  Up  to  Executors 

Disposition  to  be  made  of  the 
financial  interest  of  the  late  Douglas 
Fairbanks  in  United  Artists  rests 
entirely  within  the  broad  discretion- 
ary powers  invested  in  the  Bank  of 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Monogram  Lays  Drive  Plans 
At  Chi.  Franchise  Meeting 

Chicago — Individual  branch  quotas 
were  set  up  by  Monogram  franchise 
holders  at  week-end  huddles  at  the 
Blackstone  Hotel  where  plans  for  a 
five  -  week     playdate     drive     were 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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(QUOTATIONS,  FRIDAY,  JAN.  5,  1940) 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 


'g       73/4       73,4  —     l/8 


High     Low     Close 

Am.     Seat 10%     103/4     10% 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%)    73/8       71/4       7'/4  — 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd.     20         20         20      — 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 1  l/g       1 1/8       1 1/8   + 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..      9  9  9      — 

East.     Kodak     166'/2   165%  166       — 

do    pfd 177       177       177       + 

Gen.     Th.     Eq 12%     12'/g     121/g  — 

Loew's,    Inc 36'/2     35'/2     35%  — 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7% 

Paramount  1st  pfd..  . 
Paramount    2nd    pfd..     9 

Pathe    Film    10 

RKO     1 3/8 

20th    Century-Fox     ..    13'/g 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24% 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 69% 

Warner  Bros 4'/g 

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK  BOND 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.103  1 
Loew's    deb.    3'/>s46  103        1 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3V4s47 

RKO    6s41     57         57 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.  dbs.  6s48  85         85 


Net 
Chg. 


9  9      — 

9%  95/g  — 

1'/4  1%   + 

123/4  123/4  — 

245/a  24%   + 

693/4  693/4  + 

33/4  33/4  — 


MARKET 
03       103       + 

03       103       + 


57 
85 


NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram  Picts. 


Sonotone  Corp 1%        1% 

Technicolor    143,4     14% 

Trans-Lux     1  Vg       1  l/g 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      3           3 
Universal  Picts 


15/g  .. 

H%  + 

l'/s  — 
3 


N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100'/2  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.   '45..   71         73 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s   1st    '57 653/g     67 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or   Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9  5500 


SECURITY 


®  The  Broad\vav   l»ar«i<l«»  * 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

Gone  With   the  Wind   (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 4th   week Capitol 

Gulliver's  Travels    (Paramount   Pictures-Fleischer) — 3rd  week Paramount 

Four   Wives    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — 3rd   week Strand 

The    Light    that    Failed    (Paramount    Pictures) — 3rd    week Rivoli 

The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame   (RKO  Radio  Pictures) — 2nd  week Music  Hall 

Swanee    River     (20th    Cenfury-Fcx) — 2nd    week Roxy 

Cafe    Hostess     (Columbia     Pictures) Clobe 

Thou  Shalt  Not  Kill    ( Republic  Pictures) Pix 

Macushla    (Stellar  Attractions) Belmont 

Buried    Alive    (Producers'    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Two-Fisted    Rangers    (Columbia    Pictures)     (a) Central 

The  Private   Lives  of   Elizabeth   and   Essex    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)    (a-b) Palace 

High    School     (20th    Century-Fox)     (a) Palace 

♦   TWO-A-DAY  RUN   ♦ 

Gone   With   the  Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 4th   week Astor 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest     (French     Cinema     Center) — 15th     week World 

Entente  Cordiale   (Concord   Films) — 3rd   week   (d) 5th   Ave.   Playhouse 

Entente  Cordiale   (Concord  Films) — 3rd  week   (d) 55th  St.   Playhouse 

Tevya    (Maymon    Films) — 3rd    week Continental 

Katia    (Mayer-Burstyn) — 2nd    week Little    Carnegie 

Frun    Tilhanda    (Scandinavian    Talking    Pictures) — 2nd    week 48th    St.    Theater 

That  They  May  Live   ( Mayer  Cr  Burstyn ) Rialto 

Giovanni    di    Medici,    the    Leader    (Esperia    Films) -. Cinecitta 

They    Wanted    Peace    (Amkino) Cameo 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Remember   the   Night    (Paramount   Pictures) — Jan.    17 Paramount 

Invisible    Stripes    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — Jan.    11 Strand 

Mexican   Spitfire    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) — tomorrow Rialto 

Raffles    (United    Artists-Coldwyn)     (c) Roxy 

His  Girl   Friday    (Columbia   Pictures) — Jan.   11 Music    Hall 

Louise     (Mayer-Burstyn)     (c) Little    Carnegie 

A   Child    is    Born    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Jan.    11 Criterion 

Grapes   of   Wrath    <20th    Centuy-Fox)    (c) Rivoli 

Eveything   Happens   at    Night    (20th    Century-Fox) — Jan.    11     (a-b) Palace 

The   Man   Who   Wouldn't  Talk    (20th    Century-Fox)— Jan.    11     (a) Palace 

Lost   on    the    Western    Front    (Times    Pictures) — Jan.    10 Globe 


(a)    Dual   bill. 


(b)    Subsequent  run. 


(c)    Follows   current    bill. 


(d)    Dual    run. 


Fighting  69th  Will  See 

Warner  Film  at  Dinner 


i  Veterans  and  present  members  of 
,the  Fighting  69th  Infantry  will  see 
Warners'  production,  "The  Fighting 
j69th,"  telling  the  story  of  the  regi- 
ment in  th  World  War,  at  a  dinner 
in  the  grand  ballroom  of  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria on  Jan.  24.  Event  will 
commemorate  the  anniversary  of  the 
Rainbow  Division's  first  occupancy 
jof  front  line  trenches  in  the  Lune- 
ville  sector  in  January,  1918;  as  the 
'^.65th,  the  Fighting  Irish  served  in 
,the  Division. 

1  Sponsors  of  the  anniversary  as- 
sembly are  Col.  John  J.  Mangan, 
who  today  commands  the  regiment, 
find  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  E.  Ander- 
son, of  the  New  York  National 
Guard.  Col.  William  P.  Donovan, 
war-time  commander  of  the  69th, 
will  be  among  the  Federal,  State, 
military  and  civic  leaders  who  will 
be  guests  of  honor. 


Seven  More  "Wind"  Dates 

Are  Announced  by  M-G-M 

ii  

i  M-G-M  announced  seven  more  en- 
gagements on  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
Over  the  week-end,  bringing  the  total 
bookings  to  56  in  54  cities.  The 
dates  will  follow  the  general  policy 
of  three  shows  daily,  with  only  the 
Evening  performances  at  reserved 
seats. 

Picture  opens  at  the  Orpheum, 
Denver,  Jan.  24;  Paramount,  Omaha, 
Jan.  25;  Paramount,  Des  Moines, 
Jan.  26;  Paramount,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Jan.  29;  Orpheum,  Minneapolis,  Feb. 
2,  and  Garrick,  Duluth,  Feb.  16. 


Equity  Confab  Ends;  Decision 
Now  Up  to  Majors'  Counsel 

Conferences  between  attorneys  for 
the  majors  and  Paul  Williams,  spe- 
cial assistant  attorney  general,  on 
the  question  of  the  majors'  interroga- 
tories filed  in  the  Government's 
equity  suit  ended  on  Friday,  with  the 
ultimate  decision  resting  with  the 
majors'  attorneys. 

Williams  declared  that  he  had  set 
forth  the  Government's  stand  on  the 
extent  of  detailed  information  which 
the  Government  would  supply,  and 
that  the  majors'  attorneys  must  de- 
cide whether  it  was  satisfactory  for 
them.  In  the  event  that  the  attor- 
neys do  not  assent,  he  stated,  Fed- 
eral Judge  John  C.  Knox  will  be 
asked  to  decide. 


New  "Airway  News"  Theater 
Enters  Construction  Stage 

Construction  has  commenced  on  a 
de  luxe  newsreel  theater  in  the  new 
Airways  Terminal  building  project 
on  East  42nd  St. 

House,  to  open  next  Spring  as  the 
"Airway  News,"  will  be  operated  by 
Airway  News  Theater,  Inc.,  an  affili- 
ate of  the  Grand  Central  Newsreel 
Theater. 

John  B.  Shethar,  operating  com- 
pany's president  has  contracted  with 
RCA  Photophone  for  High  Fidelity 
sound  and  service  for  the  new  house. 


Dorothy  Mackaye  Dies 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Dorothy  Mackaye, 
wife  of  Paul  Kelly,  died  here  Friday 
at  the  age  of  37  from  injuries  re- 
ceived in  an  automobile  accident. 


cominG  mid  Gome 


SAMUEL  GOLDWYN  and  JAMES  MULVEY  ar- 
rived in  New  York  Friday  night  from  Chicago 
via   United. 

PETER  MAYER  and  HERB  KLEIN  have  re- 
turned from  a  seven-month  stay  in  Europe  where 
they   produced   a   documentary  film   on   thr   -var. 

B.  C.  DeSYLVA  and  MORRIE  RYSKIrT  are 
vacationing  in  Florida. 

MAX  GORDON  has  returned  to  New  York 
after    a    Southern    vacation. 

FRANK  McHUCH  leaves  the  Coast  in  two 
weeks  for  a   New  York  vacation. 

GRADWELL  L.  SEARS,  JOSEPH  BERNHARD 
and  SAM  SCHNEIDER  are  due  back  at  the  home 
office   today   after   a   brief  stay   on    the   Coast. 

ELSA  MAXWELL  leaves  Hollywood  Feb.  1  for 
a   nation-wide   lecture   tour. 

LAURA  HOPE  CREWS  returned  to  the  Coast 
over   the    week-end    after    a    vacation    here. 

SCOTT  DUNLAP,  Monogram  production  head, 
arrives   here   tomorrow  from   Hollywood. 

HERB  MaclNTYRE,  CRESSON  SMITH  and 
HARRY  CITTLESON  are  in  Denver  in  the  in- 
terests   of    the    Ned    Depinet    Drive. 

ORSON  WELLES  flew  in  from  the  Coast  Sat- 
urday to  appear  with  Helen  Hayes  on  a  radio 
program  last  night  and  was  scheduled  to  fly 
back  after  the  broadcast. 


Larsen  Named  Chairman 

of  SMPE's  Section  Here 


P.  J.  Larsen  has  been  elected 
chairman,  J.  A.  Maurer,  secretary- 
treasurer  and  R.  O.  Strock,  manager, 
of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Section  of  the 
SMPE  for  1940. 

Sectional  meetings  have  been 
scheduled  for  next  Wednesday,  for 
Feb.  14,  March  13  and  April  10, 
Last  three  meetings  will  be  de- 
voted  to   television. 


Griffith   Interests  Acquire 
Three  Berryman  Houses 

Bartlesville,  Okla.  —  Announce- 
ment has  been  made  of  the  sale  of 
the  Berryman  Brothers  theater  in- 
terests here  to  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.  The  theaters  included  in 
the  deal  are  the  Odeon,  the  Lyric, 
and  the  Rex. 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  trustee.  He  will  report  to  the 
referee  at  a  hearing'  fixed  for  Jan. 
19  J^  2  p.m.  On  that  date,  it  is  ex- 
pe^^3  that  examination  under  sec- 
tion 21  A  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act 
will  be  held  with  officers  of  the 
company. 

The  liquidation  order  immediately 
followed  withdrawal  of  Cosman's 
check  and  was  made  after  the  credi- 
tors' committee  had  voted  in  its  fa- 
vor. Leo  Bergere,  representative  of 
foreign  financial  interests,  made  an 
ineffectual  attempt  to  secure  a  fur- 
ther adjournment  by  producing  a 
plan  which  provided  for  the  organi- 
zation of  a  new  company  with  suf- 
ficient funds,  he  stated,  to  pay  credi- 
tors partially  and  to  secure  an  RFC 
loan.  Creditors  objected  to  any  fur- 
ther postponement  in  answer  to  this 
request. 

Saul  E.  Rogers,  attorney  for  GN, 
stated  that  the  RFC  had  rejected 
the  company's  application  on  the 
grounds  that  it  had  not  demonstrated 
that  it  could  profitably  conduct  busi- 
ness on  a  $600,000  loan.  The  RFC, 
he  said,  would  not  have  opposed  a 
loan  if  additional  sums  had  been  pro- 
duced. An  application  was  made  by 
Bennie  Zeidman  Productions  for  the 
sum  of  $772  which  it  claims  the  com- 
pany had  used  from  receipts  on  its 
pictures.  This  application  will  be 
heard  on  Jan.  19. 


English  Film  Production 
Declines  More  Than  50% 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Credit  Bank,  Treasury-backed,  is  one 
proposal,  a  scheme  by  which  pro- 
ducers can  get  credit  facilities  upon 
contracts  pledged  by  exhibs.  is  an- 
other— prospects  for  anything  ap- 
proaching normalcy  in  studios  here 
is  virtually  nil. 

British  studios  in  1937-38  made 
no  less  than  228  films,  but  in  the 
six  months  from  April  to  October 
last,  only  78  were  registered,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  not  more  than 
20  will  be  added  to  that  figure  in 
the  six-month  period  ending  March 
31   next. 


Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 

to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

JANUARY    8 

Larry   Darmour 

James   Farley 

Matt    Moore 

Alexander  Cray 

Joe  Weil 


4LCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  OALYi 


•      •      •      AMONG  our  special  mail  o'er  the   week-end was   an 

"invite"  which  read: "You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  a  blood 

transfusion at  Stouifer's,  Fifth  Ave.  and  45th  St on  Jan.   1 1, 

1940" Several    logical    deductions    were    possible One    was 

that  Stouffer's   was   going   to   demonstrate   how  well-done   meat   can   be 

made  rare Another  was  that  the  great  exponent  of  horror  pictures 

on    Broadway Mister    Arthur    (Rialto)    Mayer was    staging    a 

publicity  stunt Finally  "came  the  dawn" The  "invite"  doubt- 
less having  to  do  with  the  Thursday  luncheon   meetin"   of   Ampa 

which  will  be  conducted  by  the  young  bloods 


•      •      •     IT'S  difficult  to  allude  to  Mister  Mayer  currently 

without  dwelling  for  a  moment  on  what  went  on  at  his  Rialto 

last    week anent    the    bristling    anti-war    drama "That 

They  May  Live" One  night  the  house  had  to  stay  open  all 

night to  accommodate  the   crowds The   Mayer  menage 

asserts  that  despite  the  French  dialogue not  a  single  refund 

was  made  because  of  the  language's  "strangeness"  to  patron  ears 

The  strangest  thing  of  all  is  that  the  pix  had  previously 

played    the    local    Filmarte but    reportedly    the    element    of 

"horror" upon   which   Rialto   patrons   thrive was   a    bit 

too  much  for  the  predecessor  "arty"  audiences 


•      •      •      JUST  a  fortnight  ago Warners'  big  sales   drive 

christened  in  honor  of  Grad  Sears got  under  way with  a  ting- 

a-ling-a-ling    and    a    shout reportedly    to    all    the    WB    district    and 

branch    managers To    be    more    specific the    drive    was    said 

to  have  been  launched via  the  h.o.  phoning  to  the  aforementioned 

managers  on  the  morn  of  Dec.  26 and  in  Paul  Revere  tones  clarion- 

ing  the  info "The   Sears   Drive  Is   On!" As   a   matter   of   fact, 

more  than  just  that  happened for  all  bookers  and  salesmen  were 

"phoned  up"  too The  bevy  of  calls  to  all  corners  of  the  land 

appears   to  have  blazed   a  new  and   startling   trail It   might   have 

been   just   as   effective   had   the   shout   been   replaced   by   some    stirring 
music such  as  "Roll  Out  the  Barrel,  'Cause  the  Gang's  All  Sears'." 


•      •      •     WHATEVER   differences   exist   among   exhib.   groups 

anent  industry  problems,  policies  and  procedure you'll 

have  to  admit  that  glorious  unanimity  prevails  with  respect  to  the 

recent    effectuation twixt   Paramount    and    National    Screen 

Service of  the  deal  which  enables  NSS  to  continue  to  make 

and   release   Para,    trailers and    additionally    take    over    the 

latter' s  accessories  biz Praise  is  being   heaped  on  this  deal 

by  a  number  of  very  important  exhib.  leaders  who  see  in 

it    a    wise,    understanding    and    constructive    step which    is 

bound  to  be  beneficial  to  Para.,  NSS  and  pix  house  operators 

So   say,  in  substance,  such   voices   as   those   of   Ed   Kuykendall, 
Abram  F.  Myers,  Al  Steffes,  Harry  Brandt  and  Max  A.  Cohen 


•      •      •     YES'D A Y  in  the  high  and  high-toned  Rainbow  Room 

in  Rockefeller  Center New  York's  pace-setting  party  was  held 

Here's  a  brief  review: When  better  parties  aTe  given the  met 

pix  critics  will  give  'em 


«       «       « 


>%     ^>     V 


REPORT  GOLDWYN-WB 
DEAL  IS  CALLED  OFF 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

United  Artists  until  December,  1945. 

Max  Steuer,  Goldwyn's  attorney, 
declined  to  make  any  statement  or 
comment  on  the  report,  even  though 
Goldwyn  had  informed  the  press  that 
all  statements  regarding  the  situa- 
tion would  have  to  come  from  his 
lawyer. 

It  was  believed  in  Hollywood  that 
Goldwyn  would  settle  his  differences 
with  United  Artists  either  in  or  out 
of  court  while  on  his  current  trip  to 
New  York,  although  Steuer  stated 
that  Goldwyn  would  return  to  the 
Coast  immediately  after  attending 
the  New  York  critics'  party  last 
night. 


"Mice"  Screening  Today 

Ike  Libson,  RKO  theater  head  in 
Cincinnati,  is  playing  host  today  to 
critics  from  five  cities  at  a  screening 
of  "Of  Mice  and  Men."  Monroe 
Greenthal,  United  Artists  exploita- 
tion chief,  and  Burgess  Meredith, 
star  of  the  picture,  fly  to  Cincinnati 
today  to  attend  the  affair.  Critics 
from  Dayton,  Columbus,  Cleveland, 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville  will  see  the 
picture. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West    Coast  Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  William  Powell,  47, 
and  Diana  Lewis,  21,  actress,  were 
married  Friday  at  a  Nevada  dude 
ranch. 


Pittsburgh  —  Louis  Rothenstein, 
who  operates  the  Cambridge  Thea- 
ter, Cambridge  Springs,  was  married 
yesterday  to  Celia  Wein,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyman  Wein  of 
Clarion. 


Pittsburgh — Jack  White,  manager 
of  the  Novelty  Theater  in  this  city, 
has  announced  his  marriage  to  Mil- 
dred Breakstone,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Myers. 


Detroit — Milton  London,  manager 
of  the  Arcadia  Theater,  and  son  of 
Julius  D.  London,  circuit  operator, 
is  to  be  married  in  Evelyn  Morris. 


Richmond,  Va.  —  Dorothy  Shew- 
bridge,  secretary  to  Sam  Bendheim, 
Jr.,  general  manager,  Neighborhood 
Theaters,  has  announced  her  engage- 
ment to  Alton  W.   Smith. 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Herbert  Aller,  busi- 
ness representative  of  International 
Photographers  Local  659,  and  Miss 
Rose  Mary  Gerimine,  pulled  a  sur- 
prise on  their  friends  by  being  mar- 
ried   Nov.    10    at    Las    Vegas,    Nev. 


Chicago — Marriage  of  June  Tra- 
vis, screen  actress,  and  Fred  Fried- 
lob,  Chicago  manufacturer,  was  an- 
nounced here  on  the  week-end. 
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"The  Shop  Around  the 
Corner" 

with  Margaret  Sullavan  and  James  Stewart 

Metro  97  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD   PREVIEW) 

INGRATIATING,  HEART  -  WARMING 
COMEDY  ROMANCE  SHOULD  DELIGHT 
AUDIENCES   EVERYWHERE. 

Ernst  Lubitsch's  newest  production,  an 
ingratiating  heart-warming  comedy  romance, 
should  delight  audiences  everywhere.  Lu- 
bitsch's direction  has  supplied  deft  human 
understanding  touches,  while  Samson  Ra- 
phaelson's  clever  screenplay  is  based  on 
the  play  by  Nikolaus  Lazzlo.  The  picture 
has  been  ideally  cast  with  James  Stewart 
as  the  bashful  timid  swain,  and  Margaret 
Sullavan  as  the  romantic  girl,  who  is  al- 
ways quarreling  with  Stewart,  not  realizing 
he  is  the  person  who  is  sending  her  love 
letters.  Frank  Morgan  has  never  done 
better  work  as  the  lonely  proprietor  of  the 
"shop  around  the  corner,"  whose  wife 
starts  to  deceive  him  after  twenty-two 
years  of  married  life.  Another  very  valu- 
able member  of  the  cast  is  Felix  Bressart, 
Stewart's  fellow  clerk  in  the  Morgan  store 
and  his  understanding  friend.  Joseph  Schild- 
kraut  is  splendid  as  another  Morgan  clerk, 
a  Beau  Brummell  who  breaks  up  Morgan's 
home  and  causes  him  to  attempt  suicide. 
William  Tracy,  seen  in  the  road  company 
of  "Brother  Rat,"  will  win  many  important 
roles  because  of  his  work  as  a  cocky  er- 
rand boy,  who  spoils  Morgan's  would-be 
suicide  and  saves  his  life.  Stewart  answers 
a  "blind  ad"  in  a  Budapest  newspaper  and 
thus  starts  the  romantic  correspondence 
with  Margaret.  Margaret,  of  course,  does 
not  know  the  real  name  of  her  correspon- 
dent, and  when  she  gets  work  in  the  Mor- 
gan store  she  starts  quarreling  with  Stew- 
art who  does  not  approve  of  the  clothes 
she  wears  as  a  clerk.  Stewart  learns  that 
Margaret  is  the  girl  of  the  "blind  ad" 
when  one  of  her  letters  invites  him  to 
meet  her  at  a  restaurant  and  he  is  told 
how  he  can  identify  her.  Stewart  keeps 
the  date  but  does  not  tell  Margaret  of 
her  correspondence.  Broken  hearted  be- 
cause she  believes  she  has  been  "stood  up" 
Margaret  becomes  ill.  However,  Dan  Cupid 
wins  in  the  end  when  Stewart  admits  he 
is  the  writer  and  deeply  in  love  with  Mar- 
garet. 

CAST:  Margaret  Sullavan,  James  Stewart, 
Frank  Morgan,  Joseph  Schildkraut,  Sara 
Haden,  Felix  Bressart,  William  Tracy,  Inez 
Courtney,  Sarah  Edwards,  Edwin  Maxwell, 
Charles  Halton,  Charles  Smith. 

CREDITS:  Producer-Director,  Ernst  Lu- 
bitsch;  Based  on  stage  play  by  Nikolaus 
Lazzlo;  Screenplay,  Samson  Raphaelson; 
Cameraman,  William  Daniels;  Art  Director, 
Cedric  Gibbons;  Associate,  Wade  B.  Ro- 
bottom;  Editor,  Gene  Ruggiero;  Musical 
Score,  Werner  R.  Heymann;  Sound  Record- 
ing,   Douglas  Shearer. 

DIRECTION,  Deft.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very    Good. 


Table  Standee  Ban 

Wilmington  —  Proposed  ban  on 
standees  here  has  been  tabled  by 
the  City  Council. 


"Two-Fisted  Rangers" 

with   Charles   Starrett,   Iris   Meredith 
Columbia  62  Mins. 

RIP-ROARING  ACTION  IN  LARGE 
QUANTITIES  MAKES  FILM  LIVELY  EN- 
.ERTAINMENT. 

One  of  the  best  Charles  Starrett  starrers 
in  some  time,  this  one  has  action  galore 
w.th  guns  barking  and  fists  flying  almost 
continuously.  Starrett  and  the  Sons  Of 
The  Pioneers  give  the  picture  the  custom- 
ary musical  interludes  in  highly  pleasing 
fashion.  Film  has  been  g.ven  good  loca- 
tions, a  fast- moving,  actionful  and  plaus- 
ible story,  and  a  cast  that  fills  the  bill  per- 
fectly. Joseph  Lewis  has  directed  the  pic- 
ture neatly,  mak.ng  the  most  of  the  action 
and  never  letting  a  dull  moment  creep  in. 
Charles  Starrett  is  handsome  and  rugged 
as  the  two-fisted  hero,  and  Iris  Meredith 
is  attractive  as  the  female  interest.  Ken- 
neth MacDonald,  Hal  T«uaferro  and  Dick 
Curt.s  are  first-class  villains  and  the  rest 
of  the  cast  is  more  than  adequate.  Starrett, 
brother  of  the  sheriff  of  Oak  Valley  who 
was  murdered  by  MacDonald  s  gang,  plans 
to  clean  up  the  town.  Planting  his  crew 
<n  the  town  as  entertainers,  Starrett  rides 
•n  and  poses  as  a  gambler.  Miss  Meredith, 
who  is  carry, ng  on  the  newspaper  her  father 
.err  her  when  he  was  murdered,  opposes 
MacDonald's  choice  for  sheriff  at  the  com- 
ing election.  Action  from  there  on  gets 
rougher  and  tougher  with  a  grand  free 
tor  all  finish  cleaning  up  the  gang. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith, 
Bob  Nolan,  Kenneth  MacDonald,  Hal  Talia- 
rerro,  Dick  Curtis,  Bill  Cody,  Jr.,  Pat  Brady, 
Sons  Of  The  Pioneers. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Di- 
rector, Joseph  H.  Lewis;  Original  Screen- 
play, Fred  Myton;  Cameraman,  George  Mee- 
han;  Editor,  Charles  Nelson. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


K.  Lee  Williams  Adds  14th 
House  In  the  Southwest 


Oklahoma  City — K.  Lee  Williams, 
head  of  K.  Lee  Williams  Theaters 
Inc.  circuit,  has  announced  purchase 
of  its  fourteenth  theater,  the  Pine 
Theater  at  Waldron,  Ark.  The 
house  was  purchased  from  John 
Forrester,  with  Williams  taking 
possession  Jan.  20. 

The  Williams  circuit  purchased 
the  building  property  with  the  the- 
ater. C.  E.  Parker,  construction 
engineer  for  the  circuit  is  moving 
his  crew  from  Gurdon,  Ark.,  where 
he  has  just  completed  the  new  Hoo- 
Hoo  theater  which  opened  late  last 
week.  About  three  months'  time 
will  be  spent  in  remodeling  the  Pine. 

Gerry  Doig,  manager  at  Fordyce 
will  take  over  management  at  Wald- 
ron. Daniel  Cornish,  assistant  man- 
ager under  Cecil  Callaham  at  Nash- 
ville, Ark.,  has  been  named  to  man- 
age the  Dixie  at  Ashdown,  Ark., 
succeeding  Bill  Frazier. 


"High  School" 

with   Jane    Withers,   Joe    Brown    Jr. 
20th-Fox  74  Mins. 

AMUSING  JUVENILE  STORY  HAS 
LIVELY  KID  CAST  AND  ACTION  FOR 
NABE    AUDIENCES. 

The  juvenile  and  neighborhood  trade 
should  be  entertained  by  this  new  Jane 
Withers  release.  The  action  is  okay,  the 
story  is  all  right  for  the  purpose  and  Miss 
Withers  supporting  cast  has  been  well 
chosen.  George  Nicholls  Jr.,  director  of 
the  picture,  manages  the  cast  and  story 
ably  to  get  the  maximum  amount  of  amuse- 
ment from  the  situations  involved.  Miss 
Withers  goes  through  her  part  pleasingly, 
adding  a  few  new  gags  to  her  bag  of 
tricks;  and  she  is  ably  supported  by  Joe 
Brown  Jr.,  an  amusing  freckle-faced  young- 
ster, Paul  Harvey  as  her  father,  Lloyd 
Corrigan,  Cliff  Edwards  and  the  rest  of 
the  cast.  Scene  of  the  action  takes  place 
at  San  Antonio's  well-known  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson High  School,  where  Jane  is  shipped 
by  Harvey  when  he  decides  that  living  on 
a  ranch  without  a  mother  to  guide  her  is 
not  the  proper  education  for  a  young  lady 
growing  up.  Jane  and  Cliff,  her  cowboy 
mentor,  arrive  in  town  with  a  big  fanfare 
when  Cliff  is  mistaken  for  a  well  known 
man  who  is  expected.  She  is  kidded  by 
the  students  as  a  gag  and  their  kidding  is 
continued  when  Jane's  fresh  and  bragging 
know-it-all  manner  makes  them  mad. 
However,  Jane  relaizes  her  mistakes, 
coaches  Brown  so  he  can  play  on  the  foot- 
ball team  and  leads  the  students  in  a 
round  up  of  a  gang  of  car  thieves  in  a 
fast   finish. 

CAST:  Jane  Withers,  Cliff  Edwards,  Paul 
Harvey,  Joe  Brown  Jr.,  Lloyd  Corrigan, 
Claire  Du  Brey,  Lynne  Roberts,  Lillian 
Porter,  John  Kellogg,  Margaret  Brayton, 
Marvin  Stephens,  Johnnie  Pironne,  May  Mc- 
Carty,  Emma  Dunn,  The  Brian  Sisters. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  John 
Stone;  Director,  George  Nicolls  Jr.;  Orig- 
inal Screenplay,  Edith  Skouras,  Jack  Jung- 
meyer  and  Harold  Tarshis;  Based  on  an 
idea  by  Robert  Ellis  and  Helen  Logan; 
Cameraman,  Lucien  Andriot;  Editor,  H.  Rey- 
nolds. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Tri-States  Calls  It  Quits 
and  Omaha  Para.  Goes  Dark 


Omaha — Paramount  Theater  has 
been  closed  by  Tri-States  Theater 
Corp.  after  a  two-month  "experi- 
ment" that  reportedly  cost  the  Iowa- 
Nebraska  circuit  plenty.  City's  over- 
seated,  according  to  E.  R.  Cummings 
of  Tri-States,  who  says  further 
efforts   would   be  useless. 

Built  14  years  ago,  the  Paramount 
is  off  the  beaten  path  and  has 
opened  and  closed  about  once  a  year 
during  the  past  six  years.  Don  Al- 
len, manager,  will  return  to  his  reg- 
ular post  as  Omaha  manager. 

Adams,  Newark,  Closes 

Newark,  N.  J. — The  Adams,  down- 
town house,  closed  over  the  week- 
end. 


"The  Big  Guy" 

with    Jackie    Cooper,    Victor    McLaglen 
Universal  78  Mins. 

PRISON  MELLER  WITH  COOPER  AND 
McLAGLEN  IN  GOOD  ROLES  O.  f  "*cOR 
NABE  TRADE.  I    > 

Provided  with  a  good  cast  and  a  story 
that  has  sufficient  melodrama  and  sus- 
pense to  keep  it  interesting,  "The  Big 
Guy"  should  serve  very  nicely  as  neighbor- 
hood fare.  The  usual  jail  break,  screaming 
sirens  and  headlong  chase  have  been  woven 
into  the  story  to  give  it  plenty  of  action. 
Story  itself  gives  McLaglen  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  display  plenty  of  histrionics,  and 
Cooper  is  handed  a  sympathetic  role  he 
makes  the  absolute  most  of  in  capable 
fashion.  Ed.  Brophy  injects  some  humor 
into  the  picture  and  such  able  players  as 
Ona  Munson,  Russell  Hicks  and  Jonathan 
Hale  are  in  the  supporting  cast.  McLaglen, 
just  promoted  to  the  post  of  warden  at  a 
penitentiary,  is  informed  by  the  prison 
board  that  he  is  to  be  ousted.  Cooper 
gets  mixed  up  innocently  with  some  crooks 
planning  a  jail  break  and  is  forced  to 
drive  the  getaway  car.  McLaglen,  held 
by  the  escaping  convicts  as  a  hostage, 
shoots  the  only  survivor  of  a  wreck  and 
Cooper  is  held  as  an  accomplice  with  no- 
body to  clear  him.  McLaglen,  aware  of 
Cooper's  innocence,  but  reluctant  to  admit 
that  he  has  hidden  a  fortune  he  found 
in  the  getaway  car,  finally  decides  to  clear 
Cooper.  Jackie  makes  h's  escape  on  the 
same  day  and  McLaglen  is  killed  in  the 
search  for  him,  but  not  before  Cooper  is 
completely  exonerated. 

CAST:  Jackie  Cooper,  Victor  McLaglen, 
Ona  Munson,  Peggy  Moran,  Edward  Bro- 
phy, Jonathan  Hale,  Russell  Hicks,  Wallis 
Clark,  Alan  Davis,  Murray  Alper,  Edward 
Pawley,   George    McKay. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Burt  Kelly; 
Director,  Arthur  Lubin;  Screnplay,  Lester 
Cole;  Story,  Wallace  Sullivan  and  Richard 
K.  Polimer;  Cameraman,  E.  Bredell. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Wobber  Optimistic  About 

Upward  Business  Trend 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ager  of  distribution  for  20th-Fox, 
stated  that  he  believed  a  definite  up- 
ward trend  in  the  entertainment 
business  was  in  sight,  pointing  to 
the  record-breaking  grosses  through- 
out the  country  during  the  recent 
holidays  as  an  indication  that  "en- 
tertainment money"  was  being  spent. 
Wobber  was  enthusiastic  about  the 
company's  forthcoming  Technicolor 
production,  "The  Blue  Bird,"  describ- 
ing it  as  the  finest  type  of  fantasy 
picture  he  had  ever  seen.  He  re- 
ported company  business  as  being 
good  and  improving.  Wobber  said 
that  he  would  probably  call  a  district 
managers'  meeting  some  time  soon, 
but  no  date  had  been  set  for  this 
huddle  or  for  the  annual  convention, 
which  earlier  reports  indicated  might 
be  an  international  convention. 
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300  N.  Y.  CITY  UNIONS 
JOIN  IN  NEELY  FIGHT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  great  American  motion  pic- 
ture industry  and  that,  stripped  of 
its  _*nouflage,  is  designed  to  in- 
crease" tremendously  the  risks  taken 
by  the  producing  companies,  which 
are  already  staggering." 

The  statement  continued: 

"We  have  scrutinized  the  pro- 
posal minutely,  and  it  is  our  firm 
conviction  that,  if  it  is  passed  by 
Congress,  it  will  mean  a  great  cur- 
tailment in  the  number  of  films  pro- 
duced annually  by  the  American  stu- 
dios. This,  in  turn,  will  mean  the 
destruction  of  the  jobs  of  workers 
employed  in  the  studios  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  shuttering  of  thou- 
sands of  motion  picture  theaters  for 
lack  of  sufficient  product,  with  a  con- 
sequent loss  of  employment  to  opera- 
tors and  other  workers  in  the  the- 
aters. 

"It  is  claimed  for  the  Neely  bill 
that  it  will  correct  what  is  alleged 
to  be  an  unhealthy  condition,  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  measure 
seeks  to  give  to  the  exhibitor  far 
less  freedom  than  he  now  possesses." 


Symphonic  Featurettes 

to  be  Televised  by  NBC 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tributed  by  the  National  Philhar- 
monic Symphony  Ass'n  which  will 
have  distribution  offices  in  all  prin- 
cipal cities,  it  is  said. 

Feher,  during  the  past  two  years, 
made  six  musical  shorts  which  were 
(distributed  by  Paramount,  but  this 
arrangement  expired  recently. 

In  order  to  publicize  the  theatrical 
showings  of  the  new  shorts  series, 
Feher  is  presenting  his  ork  and 
chorus  on  a  Coast-to-Coast  hookup 
on  NBC.  Initial  broadcast  was  on 
Saturday,  last. 


Services  for  Gus  Yorke 

Memorial  services  for  Augustus 
(Gus)  Yorke,  father  of  Gabe  Yorke, 
well  known  publicity  executive,  were 
held  yesterday  at  the  Midtown  Me- 
morial Chapel.  Yorke  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  old  vaudeville  team  of 
Yorke  and  Adams.  He  was  79  years 
Did  when  he  died  in  Hollywood  on 
Dec.  27. 


Higher  Mathematics 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Bob  Livingston,  Capitol 
exhib.  here,  finds  1939  was  an  unusual 
year — but  he  figures  it  cost  him  exactly 
$2.40  out  of  his  own  pocket  to  run  the 
365  days.  Livingston  has  a  devious 
route  to  arrive  at  that  conclusion,  how- 
ever. First,  he  charges  no  salary  to  him- 
self on  the  books,  the  profit  being  fig- 
ured as  his.  In  1938,  he  had  a  pretty 
fair  year,  and  1939  just  lacked  $2.40 
of  taking  in  the  exact  profit  of  1938. 

So,  Livingston  figures  it  cost  him  $2.40 
to  stay  open  in  1939. 


Circuit  Tests  Nursery 

Logansport,  Ind. — New  State  Theater 
under  construction  here  for  the  Alliance 
Theater  Circuit  will  include  a  nursery. 
It's  a  circuit  experiment.  Alliance  has 
just  reopened  the  Indiana  at  Kokomo 
and  the  Orpheum  at  Terre  Haute  fol- 
lowing completion  of  modernization  pro- 
grams. 


Disposition  of  Fairbanks 
UA  Stock  Up  to  Executors 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

America  National  Trust  and  Savings 
Association  of  Los  Angeles  and  the 
Guarantee  Trust  Company  of  New 
York,  executors,  it  was  asserted  at 
the  week-end  by  sources  close  to  the 
Fairbanks  Estate  in  the  immediate 
wake  of  the  filing  in  Surrogates' 
Court  of  the  producer's  will. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the 
will,  a  fund  of  some  $2,000,000  will 
be  necessary  to  discharge  the  mini- 
mum of  bequests  made. 

Dennis  O'Brien,  of  the  law  firm  of 
O'Brien,  Driscoll  &  Raftery,  who 
has  been  Fairbank's  personal  attor- 
ney for  25  years,  submitted  an  af- 
fidavit which  stated  that  his  client 
owned  all  the  stock  of  the  Ekton 
Corp.,  which  in  turn  owned  one-fifth 
of  the  stock  of  United  Artists  Corp.; 
that  the  Guarantee  Trust  was  trus- 
tee of  a  $700,000  fund  which  would 
pass  to  the  estate;  that  the  Bank- 
ers' Trust  was  trustee  of  a  $500,000 
fund  which  would  also  pass  to  the 
estate,  and  that  there  were  other 
holdings  in  New  York  and  Califor- 
nia. 

Among  properties  in  the  latter 
State,  O'Brien  cited  the  Fairbanks 
home  in  Santa  Monica,  a  ranch  in 
Santa  Fe  and  large  interests  in  Los 
Angeles   studios. 

Fairbanks  left  to  his  son,  Doug- 
las, Jr.,  twelve-fortieths  of  the  es- 
tate, provided  the  portion  does  not 
exceed  $600,000;  two-fortieths,  not 
to  exceed  $100,000  to  one  brother, 
Robert  Fairbanks;  and  one-fortieth, 
not  to  exceed  $50,000,  to  another 
brother,   Norris  Wilcox. 

Half  of  the  estate  goes  to  his 
wife,  the  former  Lady  Ashley,  and 
trust  funds,  not  to  exceed  $50,000, 
was  provided  for  each  of  four  nieces, 
Flobelle  Burden,  Mary  Margaret 
Chappellet,  Letitia  Fairbanks  and 
Lucille    Fairbanks. 

Other  bequests  included  $10,000 
to  the  Motion  Picture  Actors'  Re- 
lief  Fund. 


Urges  Higher  Seat  Tax 

in  Lieu  of  Admish  Levy 

Toronto — A  counter  proposal  to 
the  re-imposition  of  the  Ontario 
amusement  tax  lifted  by  Premier 
Mitchell  Hepburn  in  1937,  that  would 
bring  revenue  to  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment equal  to  the  net  gain  of  the 
old  tax,  is  suggested  by  Wilfred  C. 
James,  manager  of  Massey-Hall. 

James  suggests  the  present  license 
tax  be  increased  to  a  point  where 
the  Provincial  Government  would  re- 
alize the  same  revenue  that  they 
formerly  derived  from  the  net  gain 
of  the  amusement  tax.  Levy  is 
based  on  the  number  of  seats. 

James  urges  that  the  government 
strike  an  average  amount  from  the 
last  three  years  the  amusement  tax 
was  in  force,  and  set  this  figure 
as  the  sum  that  had  to  be  received 
in  taxation  from  the  theaters.  "It 
would  then  be  possible  for  all  the- 
aters to  budget  for  the  amount,  and 
I  don't  believe  it  would  force  the 
price  of  seats  up,  which  is  always 
the  case  with  an  amusement  tax,"  he 
says. 

Morrison  Rites  Held 

Decatur,  Ga. — Funeral  services  for 
Ernest  W.  Morrison,  late  Paramount 
theater  executive,  who  died  Thurs- 
day in  Atlanta,  were  held  Friday  at 
Turners  Mortuary  here.  In  recent 
years  Morrison  was  an  executive  af- 
filiated with  Sparks  theaters. 


FOX  APPOINTS  GLETT 
AS  GFI  VICE  PREXY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

is  now  engaged,  together  with  his 
associates,  Nick  Ludington,  Bill 
Fiske,  Bob  Rowan  and  Ben  Hersh. 

General  Films  has  been  active  in 
production  financing  here  and 
abroad,  including  the  first  Hopalong 
Cassidy  series  for  Paramount,  RKO's 
current  Leslie  Howard  picture  and 
others.  General  also  has  just  com- 
pleted the  last  of  10  features  for 
Universal,  including  the  Crime  Club 
series. 

New  York  headquarters  have  been 
established  at  30  Rockefeller  Plaza. 


Schine  Circuit  Changes 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — With  the  pro- 
motion of  Sid  Holland,  formerly  at 
the  Schine  Paramount,  Syracuse,  to 
Schine  district  manager  of  the  Mo- 
hawk Valley  territory  until  recently 
handled  by  Frank  M.  Boucher,  two 
changes  have  been  made  here.  A 
district  office  has  been  established 
at  the  Glove  theater,  and  Lou  Hart, 
Glove  manager,  is  moved  to  the  Hip- 
podrome. Harvey  Cocks,  Hipp,  is 
as  yet  unassigned.  Other  Schine 
changes  are  scheduled  within  the 
next  two  weeks. 


Monogram  Lays  Drive  Plans 
At  Chi.  Franchise  Meeting 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

launched.  Under  the  slogan  of 
"March  for  Monogram,"  the  cam- 
paign will  extend  from  Feb.  26  to 
March  30,  with  cash  awards  for  win- 
ning exchanges. 

President  W.  Ray  Johnston,  who 
presided,  told  the  franchise  holders 
that  the  company  was  asking  only 
its  due  in  going  to  the  nation's  ex- 
hibitors at  this  time  with  an  appeal 
for  support.  He  also  declared  some 
of  the  company's  most  ambitious 
pictures  would  be  released  during 
the  campaign. 


THOU  SHALT 

SS:  P 
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"World  of  1960" 

Columbia  10  Mins. 

Superb   Subject 

Although  millions  of  Americans 
attended  the  New  York  World's  Fair 
in  1939,  there  were  millions  who 
didn't  or  couldn't,  but  these  latter, 
thanks  to  Producer  B.  K.  Blake,  can 
now  sit  in  film  auditoriums  and  wit- 
ness one  of  the  admittedly  great- 
est attractions  of  the  exposition, — 
the  Futurama,  depicting  how  this 
world  of  ours  will  appear  in  1960. 
Blake  has  done  an  extraordinary  job 
of  capturing  the  full  romance  and 
awesome  details  of  the  Norman  Bel 
Geddes-designed  Futurama,  and,  as 
a  consequence,  this  is  certainly  one 
of  the  "must  book"  shorts  for  ex- 
hibs.,  as  well  as  a  "must  see"  sub- 
ject for  their  audiences,  whether  pix 
patrons  have  viewed  the  original  ex- 
hibit or  not.  In  certain  respects  the 
picture  is  fully  as  thrilling  as  the 
original  exhibit.  The  photography 
is  splendid  and  the  narration  and 
editing  top  flight.  Valleys,  lakes, 
mountains,  rivers  and  plains  are 
shown  dotted  with  great  industrial 
cities,  residential  communities,  fas- 
cinating highway  systems,  bridges 
of  eerie  design,  hydro-electric  plants 
and  dams,  air  fields,  and  even  canals 
and  locks.  The  landscapes  depicted 
reveal  millions  of  trees,  half  that 
number  of  buildings,  and  50,000  auto- 
mobiles, 20  per  cent  of  which  are 
actually  in  motion.  It  is  an  under- 
statement to  say  that  the  footage  is 
attention-riveting. 

"Winter  Playgrounds" 

(Sportscope  No.  4) 

RKO  Pathe  9  Mins. 

Tip-Top  Sports  Reel 

With  Winter  current,  and  there- 
fore invigorating  sports  of  the  sea- 
son a  topic  of  general  interest,  this 
reel  should  score  wherever  shown. 
Its  locale  is  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
where  the  recreational  facilities  af- 
forded are  legion.  A  nice  contrast 
is  provided  for  the  sports  sequences 
by  introducing  them  in  the  wake  of 
footage  which  recounts  the  static- 
ness  of  the  Province  in  the  cold 
months  before  it  became  a  Mecca 
for  exponents  of  skate,  ski,  snow- 
shoe  and  sled.  Both  rural  and  city 
scenes  are  unfolded,  the  latter  being 
principally  about  the  renowned  Cha- 
teau Frontenac  in  Quebec  City. 
There  is  plenty  of  action,  back- 
grounds are  carefully  chosen,  and 
the  entire  subject  matter  is  fas- 
cinatingly handled. 

Trade  Treaty  Negotiations 
With  Argentina  Discontinued 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — State  Department 
announced  at  the  week-end  that  ne- 
gotiations with  Argentina  for  a 
trade  treaty  had  broken  down,  giv- 
ing no  reason  for  the  ccllapse.  Pix 
industry  was  particularly  interested 
as  films  were  included  in  subjects 
discussed  and  the  industry  is  looking 
to  South  America  for  increased  bus- 
iness to  offset  European  losses. 


"Unusual  Occupations" 

(No.  L9-2) 

Paramount  11  Mins. 

Solid,  Novel  Short 

There's  entertainment  for  every- 
one in  this  well-rounded  reel  which 
discloses  as  its  initial  sequence  an 
itinerant  dentist  in  a  Western  state 
who  utilizes  a  trailer  for  his  office. 
Then  is  shown  a  married  couple  who 
paint  colorful  pictures  with  sand 
of  various  hues.  Subsequent  scenes 
are  of  a  dairy  farm  in  one  of  the 
most  densely  populated  areas  of  Lon- 
don, England;  and  the  community  in 
Pennsylvania  where  live  the  Amish 
people,  neat,  frugal  and  zealous  to 
perpetuate  the  mode  of  living  to 
which  they  have  adhered  for  some 
two  and  a  half  centuries.  But  the 
highlight  is  the  reel's  climax,  the 
fine  kennels  owned  and  operated  by 
film  actor  Charles  Ruggles.  Dog 
lovers  and  just  plain  likers  of  "man's 
best  friend"  will  delight  in  the  ex- 
cellent specimens  shown,  and  the 
diverting  manner  in  which  portion 
of  the  reel  is  presented.  The  entire 
reel  is  in  Cinecolor. 


"The  Film  Fan" 

(Looney  Tune  Cartoon) 

Warners  7  mins. 

Amusing.  Cartoon 

Porky  Pig  gets  himself  into  trouble 
in  this  Leon  Schlesinger  cartoon 
when  he  is  sent  to  the  store  by  his 
mother  and  goes  to  the  movies  in- 
stead because  kids  are  being  admit- 
ted free  that  day.  Newsreel  on  the 
screen  is  made  up  of  a  lot  of  wacky 
and  amusing  incidents  which  will  get 
some  laughs.  Finally,  Mrs.  Pig  calls 
the  theater,  and  an  announcement 
from  the  stage  for  the  little  boy  to 
go  home  who  had  been  sent  to  the 
store  empties  the  whole  house  in 
nothing  flat. 


"Sky  Gems" 

(Sportscope  No.  5) 

RKO  Pathe  9  Mins. 

Superb  Subject 

Here  is  a  standout  subject  which 
presented  obvious  difficulties  for  the 
photographer  as  well  as  the  pro- 
ducer, but  that  the  footage  has  been 
made  with  such  marked  success  is 
but  one  of  its  fine  attributes.  Louis- 
iana's Avery  Island  furnishes  the 
backgrounds  for  spectacular  use  of 
the  shotgun.  Sequences  show  the 
"banding"  of  game  birds  under  Gov- 
ernment supervision  on  this  island 
Eden  which  is  the  property  of  El- 
tinge  Warner,  publisher  of  the 
sporting  magazine,  Field  and  Stream. 
Warner  and  his  guests  are  shown 
hunting  the  wild  duck  from  ingeni- 
ously concealed  blinds  in  ponds  and 
marshes.  The  film  audience  can  ac- 
tually witness  game  birds  shot  "on 
the  wing,"  and  will  get  an  added 
thrill  from  the  work  of  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  Retrievers,  the  most  tra- 
ditional of  America's  hunting  dogs. 
This  is  a  "must  book"  short  which 
ranks  with  the  outstanding  single 
reelers  of  this  or  any  other  year. 


"Beautiful  Switzerland" 

(Columbia  Tour) 

Columbia  10  mins. 

Dandy  Travelogue 

As  is  the  wont  of  Andre  De  La 
Varre,  this  single-reeler  made  by 
him  of  the  scenic  splendors  of  Switz- 
erland is  high  on  quality  and  audi- 
ence values.  Standout  are  the 
scenes  of  that  country's  mighty  Mat- 
terhorn  and  the  awe-inspiring  scen- 
ery adjacent  to  the  great  peak.  The 
theater  chair  traveler  is  taken  up 
the  slopes  of  other  majestic  moun- 
tains, shown  lovely  Lake  Lucerne, 
the  Lauterbrunnen  Valley,  the  high- 
lands of  Berne,  and  other  interesting 
wonders  of  the  Swiss  Alps.  Photo- 
graphy and  narration  are  tip-top. 


"New  Horizons" 

(The  Color  Parade) 

Warners  10  mins. 

Fine  Travelogue 

This  short  takes  us  to  the  United 
States  northernmost  frontier,  Alas- 
ka, bought  many  years  ago  by  the 
Government  from  Russia  for  a  price 
that  today  makes  it  one  of  the  smart- 
est investments  any  country  ever 
made.  We  are  treated  to  a  view  of 
the  country's  majestic  landscape  and 
then  see  some  of  the  industries  that 
have  made  the  country  the  profit- 
able venture  it  has  turned  out  to  be. 
Farm  lands,  rich  in  grass  and  soil, 
fisheries  that  reap  an  annual  har- 
vest of  gold  from  the  worldwide 
demand  for  salmon,  fur  farms  and 
also  the  gold  mining  industry,  both 
hydraulic  and  dredge  methods  being 
shown.  Mt.  McKinley,  America's 
highest  peak  makes  a  fitting  climax 
to  the  reel. 


"One  For  The  Book" 

(Broadway  Brevity) 

Warners  20  mins. 

Clever  and  Entertaining.  Short 

With  Betty  Hutton,  Hal  Sherman, 
Miriam  Grahame  and  the  Gae  Fos- 
ter Girls  in  the  cast,  this  short  is 
an  entertaining  and  cleverly  con- 
ceived musical  number.  Using  a  set 
where  the  characters  step  out  of 
huge  books  with  which  they  are  as- 
sociated, the  action  is  carried 
through  at  a  zippy  pace.  Betty 
Hutton  dees  "Old  Man  Mose"  to  a 
turn  for  the  edification  of  the  jitter- 
bug trade  and  a  minstrel  show  is 
neatly  worked  into  the  number  with 
good  results.  Hal  Sherman  does  a 
highly  amusing  dance  number. 


"Screwball  Football" 

(Merrie  Melody) 

Warners  7  mins. 

Highly  Amusing 

A  satire  on  football,  we  see  the 
great  Child  Bowl  classic,  the  worst 
football  game  of  the  century,  but 
by  all  odds  the  most  amusing.  The 
players  are  punted,  golfed  and  wal- 
loped around  in  every  which  way, 
with  the  game  finally  ending  in  a 
tie.  The  burlesque  action  on  a  foot- 
ball game  is  cleverly  done  and  it 
should  draw  a  lot  of  laughs. 


"Information  Please" 

(Number  4) 

RKO  Pathe  11  Mins. 

Crisp  and  Entertaining 

Fully  as  entertaining  as  its  pred- 
ecessors in  the  series  in  thisf  jrth 
quiz  reel,  produced  effectively  by 
Frederic  Ullman,  Jr.,  and  supervised 
by  Frank  Donovan.  The  "experts," 
John  Kieran,  F.P.A.  and  Oscar  Le- 
vant are  augmented  this  time  by 
guest-star  Deems  Taylor,  famous 
composer  and  music  critic.  The 
script  of  this  reel  is  crisp  and  en- 
tertaining, the  questions  having  a 
decided  pop  appeal,  plus  amusing 
qualities.  A  good  deal  of  fun  will 
be  derived  by  any  audience  from  the 
query  about  the  kinds  of  fur  which 
coats  displayed   are  made  from. 

"Glove  Slingers" 

Columbia  18  mins. 

Strong,  Lively   Subject 

As  its  title  indicates,  this  slick 
two-reeler  is  heavily  spiked  with  the 
action  and  excitement  of  the  prize 
ring,  and  is  long,  too,  on  laughs  and 
human  interest.  Story  deals  with  a 
lad  whose  uncle  is  a  down-at-the- 
heels  fight  manager.  The  latter  finds 
to  his  surprise  that  the  boy  can 
"sling  leather,"  and  persuades  the 
reluctant  youth  to  accept  a  match, 
which  he  finally  does,  only  to  dis- 
cover at  the  bout's  beginning  that 
his  opponent  is  the  brother  of  his 
sweetheart.  Footage  has  literally 
and  figuratively  a  lot  of  punch  and 
will  entertain  all  types  of  audiences, 
because  it's  lively  stuff.  Noah 
Beery,  Jr.,  Paul  Hurst  and  Shemp 
Howard  are  the  principal  characters. 
Jules  White  produced  and  directed, 
while  the  story  and  screenplay  are 
the  products  of  L.  A.  Sarecky. 
George  Meehan  handled  the  photog- 
raphy and  James  Sweeney  the  edit- 
ing. Put  this  down  as  a  strong  short. 

"A  Boy,  A  Gun,  and  Birds" 

(Color  Rhapsody) 

Columbia  7  mins. 

Lesson  for  Kids 

Here's  a  run-o'-the-mine  cartoon 
in  color,  recounting  the  experience 
of  a  small  boy  who  goes  hunting, 
accompanied  by  his  dog.  The  young- 
ster snoots  and  wounds  a  baby  blue- 
bird, which  tumbles  to  the  ground, 
arousing  the  wrath  of  his  kindred 
feathered  folk.  Regret  for  his  act 
overtakes  the  juvenile  hunter,  who 
vows  never  to  go  bird  shooting  again. 
This  moral  lesson  will  doubtless 
serve  to  teach  the  kids  in  the  audi- 
ence to  respect  birds,  but  it's  only 
an  average  short  at  best. 


Veteran  Operator  Dies 

Milwaukee  —  Harry  W.  Fuhl- 
bruegge,  42,  projectionist  in  local 
theaters  for  22  years,  is  dead. 

Charles  Kennedy  Stricken 

Coaticook,  Que.— Charles  Kennedy, 
76,  former  operator  of  theaters  at 
Magog,  Richmond  and  Coaticook, 
died  at  his  home  here. 


45  Million! 


P 


On  Friday,  January  12th,  more  than  45  million 
persons  will  have  the  story  of  the  Ten  Best  Pic- 
tures of  1939  placed  before  them  by  the  news- 
papers and  news  commentators  of  the  nation. 
From  Coast  to  Coast  the  public  will  become  "Ten 
Best  Pictures"  conscious. 

To  have  produced,  directed,  photographed,  writ- 
ten or  played  any  part  in  the  making  of  any  of 
these  Ten  Best  pictures  is  a  distinct  credit  and 
honor  to  all  of  those  participating. 

No  greater  tribute  to  a  picture  or  its  personnel 
can  be  paid  than  that  of  being  selected  by  those 
gentlemen  of  the  press  whose  opinions  have  done 
so  much  to  better  the  standard  of  motion  pictures 
through  their  published  critical  and  constructive 
opinions. 

Read  this  story  of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  1939 
in  your  favorite  newspaper.  Hear  it  told  by  your 
favorite  news  caster  and  get  the  complete  story 
in  the  January  12th  issue  of — 
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HOMAND  WILL  APPEAL 
WESTWAY  DISMISSAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

majors  and  the  Durkee  theater  in- 
terests. 

Charging  violation  of  the  anti- 
trust laws,  Homand  sought  to  force 
the  distributors  to  reduce  the  14- 
day  clearance  now  granted  to  Dur- 
kee's  neighborhood  houses.  How- 
ever, Judge  Chesnut  ruled  that  the 
"plaintiff  has  failed  to  show  a  con- 
spiracy in  restraint  of  trade  or  un- 
reasonable restraint  of  competition." 

Attorneys  for  the  film  companies 
told  the  court  that  the  industry 
would  lose  millions  of  dollars  if  the 
clearance  clauses  in  the  contracts 
were  declared  illegal. 

Judge  Chesnut,  in  upholding  the 
validity  of  the  contracts,  pointed 
out  that  Homand's  case,  alleging 
conspiracy,  was  based  on  "rather 
meager  circumstantial  evidence," 
adding  that  "I  have  not  been  able 
to  conclude  that  the  stipulations  for 
clearance  in  the  present  case  are  in 
unreasonable  restrains  of  competi- 
tion. A  14-day  clearance  period  is 
not  uncommon  and  there  is  nothing 
unusual  in  the  agreement." 

The  difficulty  rests  with  the  prac- 
tice of  block-booking,  the  judge 
said,  and  not  with  the  contracts. 
Block-booking,  he  continued,  "has 
been  held  legal  as  a  trade  practice 
and  its  legality  is  not  here  directly 
an  issue." 


Local  650  Renames  Martens 

Election  of  the  Westchester  County 
Moving  Picture  Operators'  union, 
Local  650,  last  week  resulted  in  all 
incumbent  officers  being  returned  to 
office,  with  four-year  terms  being 
initiated  by  the  local  for  the  first 
time.  Arthur  Martens,  president; 
Irving  A.  Weiss,  Anthony  Dente  and 
Irving  Brickman,  vice-presidents;  and 
Richard  S.  Hayes,  business  manager, 
in  addition  to  all  other  officers,  were 
re-elected. 


Elected  For  24th  Year 

Boston — Thad  C.  Barrows,  presi- 
dent of  local  182,  operators,  will 
serve  for  the  twenty-fourth  year. 

He  was  re-elected  without  opposi- 
tion. Bernard  McGaffigan  was  re- 
elected vice-president;  Albert  Moul- 
ton,  financial  secretary;  Joseph  Ro- 
sen, treasurre;  James  Burke,  busi- 
ness manager.  Named  to  the  ex- 
ecutive board  were  John  Diehl,  Louis 
Pirovano,  and  Joseph  Nuzzolo. 


Coverston  Opens  House 

Gravette,    Ark. — J.    B.    Coverston 
has  opened  the  Cozy  theater  here. 


Pix  in  Hotel  Lobby 

New  Philadelphia,  O. — Hotel  Reeves 
here  is  making  the  presentation  of  old 
silent  films  in  the  lobby  a  weekly  fea- 
ture, following  favorable  reaction  to  the 
initial  program,  "The  Great  Train  Rob- 
bery" and  "The  Trysting  Place,"  latter 
a    Charlie    Chaplin    comedy. 


REVIEWS  Of  f 0R6IGR  FILMS 


"SOS  Mediterranean" 

with    Pierre    Fresnay,    Rolf    Wanka, 

Kim    Peacock 

Vedis  Films  81  Mins. 

PRIZE-WINNING  FRENCH  FILM  HAS 
BEEN  PRODUCED  ON  A  GRAND  SCALE 
WITH   ABLE  CAST. 

This  new  French  release  won  the  Grand 
Prix  du  Cinema  Award  of  1939,  but  it 
fails  to  have  the  power  of  drama  of  sev- 
eral other  top  flight  French  releases  seen 
here  during  the  past  year.  The  cast  is 
able  and  the  production  value  is  fine,  but 
there  is  a  faltering  note  in  the  script  which 
loses  the  dramatic  tenseness  of  the  film's 
theme  before  the  climax  actually  arrives. 
The  picture  has  a  beautiful  background, 
with  the  scene  of  action  embracing  Tangier, 
Toulon  and  the  Mediterranean.  Pierre 
Fresnay,  Rolf  Wanka  and  Kim  Peacock 
headline  the  cast  as  captains  of  French, 
German  and  English  boats,  respectively. 
Fine  support  is  also  provided  by  Jean-Claude 
Debully,  an  able  child  actor,  Nadine  Vogel 
and  Ledoux.  Story  concerns  the  uniting 
of  the  three  officers  to  rescue  the  pas- 
sengers of  a  neutral  boat  that  is  about  to 
be  engulfed  in  a  cloud  of  poison  gas  re- 
leased  by  a  smuggling  ship. 

CAST:  Pierre  Fresnay,  Rolf  Wanka,  Kim 
Peacock,  Nadine  Vogel,  Jean-Claude  De- 
bully,  Ladoux,  Aimos,  Bergeron,  Jean  Temer- 
son,  Ardisson,  Michael  Hogarth,  Kronegger, 
Pierre   Labry. 

CREDITS:  Epinay  Studios  Eclair  Produc- 
tion; Director,  Leo  Joannon.  Presented  at 
the  Cameo  Theater  with  French  dialogue 
and    English    titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Tiszavirag' 


(Flower  of  the  Tisza) 

with  Klari  Tolnay.  Arpad  Lehotay, 

Juhasz  Joseph 

Danubia  Pictures  77  Mins. 

HUNGARIAN  FILM  HAS  A  WELL  TOLD 
DRAMATIC  STORY.  ABLE  DIRECTION 
AND  CHARACTERIZATIONS. 

Ranking  with  the  best  of  the  Magyar 
imports  seen  here  during  the  past  year, 
this  one  will  surely  entertain  the  Hungar- 
ian fans.  Film  has  been  gifted  with  a 
well  told  dramatic  story,  and  a  well  rounded 
cast  of  able  performers  give  expert  charac- 
terizations. Geza  von  Bolvary  is  respon- 
sible for  the  good  job  of  direction.  Film 
also  has  a  background  that  will  give  the 
Magyars  nostalgic  notions,  using  the  rolling 
Hungarian  country  side  to  good  advantage. 
Story  concerns  the  faithlessness  of  Juhasz 
Joseph  for  his  wife,  Klari  Tolnay.  Into 
this  scene,  which  takes  place  in  a  Tttle 
fishing  village  on  the  bank  of  a  river, 
wanders  Arpad  Lehotay.  Lehotay  falls  in 
love  with  Klari  and  finally  the  tangled 
chain  of  events  is  unscrambled  for  the 
best 

CAST:  Klari  Tolnav,  Juhasz  Joseph.  Ar- 
oad  Lehotay,  Zsoka  Olvedy,  Margaret  Simo, 
Zoltan   Greguss. 

CREDITS:  Hunnia  Film  Production;  Di- 
rector, Geza  von  Bolvary.  Presented  at 
the  Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dia- 
logue and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Frun  Tillhanda" 

(Servant  Girls) 
with    Britta    Brunius,    Karl    Arne    Holmsten 
Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures  82  Mins. 

NEAT  COMBINATION  OF  DRAMA  AND 
COMEDY  SHOULD  BE  WELCOMED  BY 
SCANDINAVIAN    AUDIENCES. 

The  question  of  servants  gets  a  thor- 
ough going  over  in  this  new  Swedish  film 
with  interesting  results.  Film  also  serves 
to  present  a  good  picture  of  Swedish  life, 
in  every  way  modern.  The  cast  is  engaging, 
with  an  attractive  blonde,  Britta  Brunius, 
doing  a  nice  job  in  the  leading  role.  Karl 
Arne  Holmsten,  Rut  Holm  and  a  number 
of  other  Swedish  favorites  give  able  as- 
sistance. Miss  Brunius,  a  social  worker,  de- 
cides to  really  find  out  something  about 
the  problems  of  "hired  help"  and  accord- 
ingly gets  herself  a  job  as  a  servant.  From 
there  on  there  are  numerous  complications. 
Holmsten,  her  employer's  son  falls  in  love 
with  her,  but  it  is  not  until  her  status 
is  cleared  up  that  the  course  of  true  love 
runs  smoothly. 

CAST:  Britta  Brunius,  Karl  Arne  Holm- 
sten, Rut  Holm,  Anders  Henriksson.  Dag- 
mar  Ebbesen,  Gerde  Bjorne.  Hugo  Bjorne, 
Marianne  Aminoff,  Kaj  Hjelm. 

CREDITS:  Europe  Film  Production;  Di- 
rector. Gunnar  Olsson.  Presented  at  the 
48th  St.  Theater  with  Swedish  dialogue  and 
English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Giovanni  de  Medici, 
The  Leader" 

with  Luis  Trenker,  Loris  Gizzi,  Carla  Sveva 
Esoeria  F:lms  88  Mins. 

PRETENTIOUS  HISTORICAL  DRAMA 
HAS  BEEN  LAVISHLY  PRODUCED  WITH 
AN  ABLE  CAST. 

Apparently  the  purse  strings  were  well 
loosened  for  this  new  Italian  imoort  as  it 
is  a  pretentious  production.  Picture  is 
ably  cast,  and  is  a  fine  page  of  Italian 
pageantry.  Luis  Trenker,  star,  director, 
oroducer  and  screen  playwright,  has  done 
a  good  all  around  job,  and  is  a  virile  and 
able  de  Medici.  The  soirit  of  the  Renais- 
sance period  in  which  the  story  is  laid  has 
been  recaptured  ex"ertly  an-l  it  oroves  in- 
teresting material  for  audiences  to  look 
at.  Dramatically,  the  picture  is  more  of 
a  pageant  than  moving  screenfare,  with 
cavalry  charges  and  like  dsolavs  splendid 
to  see,  but  the  story  as  it  unfolds  is  more 
of  a  chronicle  of  events  than  one  chaDter 
of  history  in  cohesive  form.  Mr.  Tren- 
ker's  supporting  cast  is  worthy  and  his 
direct^n  of  the  material  he  has  provided 
himself  is  adequate.  Story  concerns  the 
efforts  of  Giovanni  de  Medici  to  unite  the 
many  Italian  states  into  one  strong  union 
that  would  be  indivisible. 

CAST:  Luis  Trenker.  Loris  Gizzi,  Laura 
Nucci,  Carla  Sveva.  Ethel  Maggi,  Giulio 
Cirino.  Sandro  Dani,  Maro  Ferrari,  Tito 
Gobbi,  Augusto  Marcacci,  Nino  Marchetti, 
LanHo  Muzio.  E  Nannicini,  U.  Sacripante, 
C.  Tamberlani.  Gino  Viotti. 

CREDITS:  Produced,  Directed  and  Writ- 
ten by  Luis  Trenker.  Presented  at  the 
Cnecitta  Theater  with  Italian  dialogue 
and   English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 


HAmMONS  MAY  RETURN 
TOSHORTSPRODUCTION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

is  reported  to  be  still  seeking  private 
capital  which,  if  obtained,  may  va- 
cate the  liquidation  order  against 
GN.  .  * 

If  attempts  to  obtain  the  j|  .ate 
money  fail,  Hammons  plans  to  re- 
vive Educational,  of  which  he  is 
president,  and  concentrate  on  pro- 
ducing shorts.  Negotiations  for  their 
distribution  will  be  undertaken  when 
the  decision  to  resume  shorts  pro- 
duction is  official. 


Film  Theaters  in  Four 

States  Swept  by  Fires 

Dermott,  Ark.  —  Fire  originating 
in  the  projection  room  of  the  Allied 
Theater  destroyed  the  building  with 
a  $20,000  loss.  The  building  and 
equipment  were  owned  by  C.  H. 
McCroskey,  operating  houses  also 
in   Lake   Village   and   Endora. 


Harrison,  Ark. — The  Plaza  theater 
here  burned  with  a  $20,000  loss.  The 
building,  leased  to  the  Common- 
wealth Amusement  Corp.,  was  owned 
by  James  Myers. 

Benicia,  Calif. — Fire  caused  $10,- 
000  damage  to  the  Majestic  Theater 
here,  owned  and  operated  by  Mayor 
W.   L.   Crooks. 


Fallon,  Nev. — A  fire  which  started 
in  the  lobby  of  the  Fallon  Theater 
and  burned  for  three  hours,  caused 
$10,000   damage. 

Fort  Mill,  S.  C— Fire  completely 
destroyed  the  Majestic.  J.  R.  Pat- 
terson  operated. 


Rites  for  Flora  Finch 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Funeral  services  for 
Flora  Finch,  pioneer  film  star,  per- 
haps best  remembered  for  her  ap-: 
pearances  in  the  John  Bunny  com- 
edies, will  be  held  at  3  o'clock  this 
afternoon  at  Pierce  Bros.  Hollywood 
Chapel,  with  interment  at  Hollywood 
Cemetery.  Father  Duce  will  offici- 
ate. — 

Metro  Buys  Stories 

WeH    Coast  Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Metro  has  acquired 
Vicki  Baum's  "1417  Broadway," 
Ethel  Vance's  "Escape,"  "To  Own 
the  World,"  by  Dalton  Trumbo, 
"Whitechapel,"  by  Leo  Birinsky  and 
Kurt  Siodmak,  and  "First  Aid  for 
Spots,"  by  Ernest  P.  Jones,  Jr.,  and 
Robert  E.  Hyatt,  all  for  1940-41. 


"Jesse  James"  Tops 

Tulsa,  Okla. — Based  on  attendance 
records  of  Talbot  Theaters,  controlling 
first-run  exhibition  here,  "Jesse  James" 
drew  the  top  gross  plum  for  1939,  ac- 
cording to  J.  C.  Hunter,  general  man- 
ager of  the  firm.  In  order  the  following 
ranked  next:  "Another  Thin  Man,"  "The 
Women,"  "Out  West  With  the  Hardys," 
"Union  Pacific,"  "Babes  In  Arms,"  "Ken- 
tucky," "Man  About  Town,"  "Dodge 
City"  and  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washing- 
ton." 
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RKO  May  Ask  70%  for  Some  "Lincoln"  Engagements 

UGUARDJA  WANTS  27ffPIX  PRODUCEDJN  EAST 

20th-Fox  Planning  Five  in  Technicolor  for  1940-41 


Twenty-two   Others   in    Prep- 
aration   for    Next 
Season's  Lineup 

W est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Tentative  lineup  of 
20th-Fox  product  for  the  1940-41  sea- 
son has  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  scheduling 
a  minimum  of  five  specials  in  Tech- 
nicolor. 

To  be  dipped  in  the  dye  vat,  ac- 
cording to  present  plans,  are: 

"Brigham  Young,"  "Khyber 
Rifles,"  "Mark  of  Zorro,"  "South 
American  Way"  and  "The  Tangan- 
yika Exploit." 

Twenty-two  others  in  preparation 
for  probable  incorporation  in  the 
1940-41  lineup  are: 

"Broadcast,"     "Bowery     Nightin- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

FURTHERSDVAMERIGAN 

GAINS  SEEN  FOR  1940 


Film  business  in  the  Pan-Ameri- 
can countries  definitely  improved  in 
1939  for  all  U.  S.  distribs.,  and  fur- 
ther gains  are  looked  for  during 
1940,  it  is  asserted  by  Charles  Rob- 
erts, Columbia's  supervisor  for  Latin- 
America,  who  recently  returned  from 
a  four-months  trip  through  South 
and   Central  America. 

Roberts  says  that  much  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Schines  Appoint  Silverman 
Rochester  Area  Manager 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — All  Schine  the- 
aters here  and  in  East  Rochester 
and  Fairport  were  taken  over  yes- 
terday by  Bud  Silverman,  for  many 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Mount  Lee  Acquired  by  Lee 
As  Site  for  Tele  Station 


West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Don  Lee  broadcasting 

system    has    acquired    full    title    to 

Mount  Lee,  overlooking  Hollywood, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


B  &  K  Seeks  Television  Station  Permit; 

Would  be  First  Circuit  to  Operate  One 

Chicago — Balaban  &  Katz,  controlled  by  Paramount,  has  applied  to  the  FCC  for  a 
permit  to  operate  a  television  station  in  Chicago.  Whether  the  station  would  be  oper- 
ated as  part  of  the  theater  circuit  or  as  a  separate  enterprise  was  not  revealed.  B  &  K, 
operating  45  theaters,  is  the  first  chain  to  apply  for  a  tele  license.  The  only  tele- 
vision station  now  in  operation  here  is  that  of  the  Zenith  Radio  Corp.,  which  has  an 
experimental   license   for   testing   television    in   this   territory. 


THREE-POINT  NEELY 
BILL  DRIVE  BY  AMPA 


Ampa,  through  its  special  commit- 
tee headed  by  Martin  Starr  of 
WMCA,  will  wage  a  three-point  cam- 
paign against  the  Neely  anti-block- 
booking  and  blind-selling  measure 
now  awaiting  House  consideration, 
it  was  disclosed  by  Starr  yesterday, 
following  a  committee  conference 
with  Kenneth  Clark  of  the  MPPDA. 

Campaign,  stressing  the  bill's 
harmful  effect  upon  film  entertain- 
ment, contemplates  "harnessing"  of 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Court  Refuses  to  Dismiss 

Para.  Stockholders'  Suit 


Federal  Judge  Edward  A.  Conger 
yesterday  denied  an  application  of 
Paramount  Pictures  to  dismiss  the 
stockholders'  suit  of  Frank  Jablow 
and   Sam  Acker  which  claims  mis- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


MAINE  THEATER  SUES 
CIRCUITS  AND  MAJORS 


Rockland,  Me. — Attachments  ag- 
gregating $100,000  have  been  entered 
at  the  Knox  County  Registry  of 
Deeds  by  the  Waldo  Theater  Corp. 
of  Waldoboro  against  the  M  &  P 
Theater  Corp.  and  the  Rockland 
Amusement  Co.,  headed  by  Joseph 
Dondis.  The  plaintiff  alleges  viola- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  Clay- 
ton anti-trust  act. 

Other  defendants  named  are  New 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Set  "Blue  Bird"  Roadshow 
Dates  for  Detroit,  Frisco 


In  addition  to  the  road  show  en- 
gagement of  "The  Blue  Bird"  set 
by  20th-Fox  starting  at  the  Holly- 
wood Theater  Jan.  19,  road  show  en- 
gagements are  scheduled  for  the 
Adams    Theater,    Detroit,    starting 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Advanced  Admission  Prices  Until  '41 
to  be  Asked  for  RKO's  "Abe  Lincoln 


// 


Wis.  to  Divert  Highway 

Funds  as  Exhibs.  Urged 


Milwaukee  —  Diversion  of  state 
highway  funds,  a  proposal  of  ex- 
hibitor leaders  during  the  legislative 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


The  1940  Film  Year  Book  will  soon  be  on  the 
desk  of  every  important  executive  in  motion 
pictures. — Advt. 


Terms  as  high  as  70  per  cent  may 
be  asked  for  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois" when,  and  if,  the  picture  plays 
in  houses  taken  over  for  the  run  of 
the  film,  it  was  learned  reliably  yes- 
terday. Early  runs  will  be  strictly 
on  a  road  show  basis,  and  advanced 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


It  will  stay  there  too,  for  three  hundred  and 
sixty-six  days  of  the  year  as  the  Recognized 
Standard  Reference  Book  of  the  industry. — Advt. 


Expects  125  Features  Will  be 

Made  in  New  York  in 

Two  Years 

Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  at 
a  conference  yesterday  with  the  trade 
press  declared  that  his  plan  for 
Eastern  production  calls  for  27  per 
cent  of  total  film  production  in  New 
York  City,  and  asserted  that  within 
two  years,  this  goal  would  be 
reached.  The  Mayor  stated  that 
studios  here  would  make  an  average 
of  125  pictures  a  year  when  his  pro- 
gram is  completed. 

This  percentage,  the  Mayor  said, 
was  warranted,  because  the  city  con- 
tributes the  same  percentage  to  the 
total  film  revenue  of  the  country. 
Asked  when  he  expects  production 
here  to  reach  its  full  capacity,  he 
stated  that  it  will  take  time  to  work 
out  the  plan  and  progress  must  be 
gradual. 

"I  want  to  make  it  very  clear," 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


QUIZO' DECISION  MAY 
END  PHILLY'S  GAMES 


Philadelphia  —  Common  Pleas 
Judge  Eugene  Allesandroni  ruled 
last  week-end  that  Quizo,  a  local 
game,  was  illegal  in  its  operation  at 
the  Mayfair  theater.    Game  which  is 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Allied  Directors  to  Meet 

In  Washington  Jan.  17-18 

National  Allied's  board  of  direc- 
tors will  hold  its  annual  meeting  in 
Washington  on  Jan.  17  and  18,  it 
was  learned  yesterday.  The  East- 
ern regional  meeting  will  be  held  on 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

GWTW  Set  for  Brooklyn, 

Newark  and  Jersey  City 

"Gone   With   the    Wind"   will    be 
seen  at  68  theaters  in  63  cities  dur-  | 
ing  the  period  of  Jan.  17  to  Feb.  16,  j 
M-G-M  announced  yesterday.    Three  { 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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Col.  Piers,  vtc.  (2'/2%)    7  7  7      —     y4 

Columbia    Picts.   pfd 
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Con.   Fm.   Ind.  pfd...     9Vs       9V4      9'/8  +     Va 

East.     Kodak     166'/2  166       166       +     % 
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Cen.    Th.    Eq 13y4     13         13'/8  +     Va 

Loew's,     Inc 36y2     36        36       +     Va 

do     pfd 107       107       107       +  1 

Paramount    7%       7'/2      7Vi  —     Va 

Paramount    1st    pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd 
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20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  24%     24%     24%  —     Va 
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Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85         85         85         
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Sonotone  Corp 1  %       1 5/8       }S/S     

Technicolor  15%     15%     15V2     

Trans-Lux     1%      IVi      l'A  +     Va 

Mrs.  Phillips  Dies 

Mrs.  Sara  Phillips,  mother  of 
Louis  Phillips,  of  Phillips  &  Nizer, 
attorneys,  died  Sunday  and  funeral 
services  and  burial  were  held  yes- 
terday. Mrs.  Phillips  was  90  years 
old  and  is  survived  by  three  sons 
and  a  daughter. 


SAFETY 
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FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


15  Terry  Toons  for  1940-41 
Envisioned  by  Paul  Terry 

Boost  in  the  number  of  Terry 
Toons  20th-Fox  will  handle  next 
season  to  15  is  forecsat  by  Paul 
Terry,  producer.  It  is  expected  that 
he  will  deliver  12  cartoons  in  Tech- 
nicolor this  season,  an  increase  in 
two  over  the  number  originally  plan- 
ned. 

Movietone  News  plans  to  deliver 
52  shorts  again  next  year,  the 
same  number  as  on  this  year's  pro- 
gram. In  all  probability  this  num- 
ber will  be  split  up  in  the  same 
fashion  as  it  is  currently,  26  car- 
toons and  26  Movietone  productions, 
including  the  Magic  Carpet,  Fash- 
ion Forecast,  Sport  Review,  Adven- 
tures of  a  Newsreel  Cameraman  and 
Lew  Lehr  series. 


Name  Grievance  Committee 
for  N.  Y.  Allied  at  Buffalo 


Buffalo — Edmund  Souhami  of  New 
York,  counsel  for  New  York  Allied, 
was  here  yesterday  to  supervise  ap- 
pointment of  a  Grievance  Committee 
for  the  Buffalo  unit  of  the  state  or- 
ganization.. It  will  be  composed  of 
Herman  Lorence,  Cattaraugus, 
Chairman;  Paul  P.  Grummitt,  the 
Circle,  Buffalo,  and  Marvin  Atlas, 
the  Capitol,  Niagara  Falls,  with 
Herbert  Hoch  and  Ray  Pashley  as 
alternates. 

Minea  Gold  Rosen,  Buffalo  direc- 
tor of  the  state  organization,  was 
unanimously  chosen  secretary  of  the 
Buffalo  unit.  Souhami,  returning  to 
New  York  last  night,  said  announce- 
ment regarding  conciliation  board 
and  progress  made  will  be  delayed 
until  the  next  meeting. 


Hearing  on  Alger's  Final 
Allowance  Set  for  Feb.  17 


Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday ordered  a  hearing  on  Jan.  17 
at  2:30  p.m.  on  application  of 
George  W.  Alger,  the  Chemical  Bank 
&  Trust  Co.,  and  its  attorneys, 
Wright,  Gordon,  Zachary  and  Parlin, 
for  final  allowances  in  the  RKO  re- 
org.  proceedings.  Alger  is  seeking 
an  unspecified  amount  for  acting  as 
special  master  in  passing  on  the 
RKO  plan.  To  date  he  has  received 
$34,500.  The  Chemical  Bank  asks 
for  $43,091  and  $4,966  disbursements, 
as  trustee  of  the  RKO  gold  notes, 
and  its  attorneys  seek  $25,000. 


Joseph  Comerford  Dead 

Philadelphia  —  Joseph  Comerford, 
47,  nephew  of  the  late  M.  E.  Comer- 
ford died  at  Hazelton  State  Hos- 
pital Friday.  He  had  been  ill  for 
quite  a  while  and  had  been  a  man- 
ager for  the  circuit  for  the  past  few 
years. 


Elizabeth  to  Censor  Pix 

Elizabeth,  N.  J. — Mayor  James  T. 
Kirk  of  this  city  has  been  author- 
ized by  the  City  Council  to  appoint 
a  censorship  committee  of  five  or 
seven   members. 


Nathanson  and  Nominees 

Exercise  FPCC  Options 

Montreal — Famous  Players  Canad- 
ian has  advised  the  Montreal  Stock 
Exchange  that  N.  L.  Nathanson  and 
his  nominees  have  exercised  their 
option  on  5,000  shares.  These  shares 
are  from  the  balance  of  an  option 
on  a  block  of  11,000  shares  which 
option  was  extended  from  July  31, 
1939  to  Jan.  15,  1940.  In  August 
last,  the  optionees  took  up  6,000 
shares  of  this  block. 

This  block  of  11,000  shares  has 
been  taken  up  at  $15  per  share.  A 
further  block  of  11,000  shares  at 
$16  per  share  falls  due  next  July 
and  another  11,000  shares  at  $17  per 
share  in  July  of  1941.  The  total 
number  of  shares  outstanding  is  now 
430,524. 


Dunlap  and  Carr  to  Attend 
Monogram's  Board  Meeting 

Monogram's  quarterly  board  of 
directors  meeting  will  be  held  to- 
day. Scott  Dunlap,  production  head, 
and  Trem  Carr  are  here  from  the 
Coast  to  attend  the  huddles. 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  president,  and 
other  home  office  executives  returned 
yesterday  from  Chicago  where  John- 
ston told  franchise  holders  that 
weekly  collections  were  running  20 
per  cent  ahead  of  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  Plans  for  a  March 
sales  drive  were  perfected  at  the 
Chicago  huddles. 


Sunday  Films  No  Crime, 

Danville  Jury's  Ruling 

Danville,  Va. — The  Sunday  moving 
picture  issue  in  Danville  was  deter- 
mined  here  when  a  five-man  jury 
held  that  Charles  L.  Abercrombie, 
manager  of  a  local  theater,  did  not 
violate  the  State  Sunday  observance 
law  by  opening  his  theater  last  Sun- 
day. His  case  being  similar  to  that 
of  four  other  managers,  was  held  to 
be  ruling.  This  decision  was  the 
second  during  recent  weeks  in  which 
a  theater  manager  had  been  ac- 
quitted on  the  same  issue. 


Famous  Players  Canadian 
Will  Erect  Two  Theaters 


Montreal — Plans  for  erection  of 
two  theaters  at  Port  Arthur  and 
Fort  William,  Ont.,  are  being  pre- 
pared by  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  Each  house  will  seat  1,200 
and  will  cost  $100,000.  Plans  specify 
structural  steel  frame  and  air-condi- 
tioning equipment. 


Hardy  Pix,  "Earl  of  Chi," 
Set  to  Play  the  Criterion 

Two  M-G-M  pictures  which  re- 
portedly were  slated  for  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  or  the  Capitol  have  been 
booked  into  the  Criterion.  They  are 
"Judge  Hardy  and  Son"  and  "Earl 
of  Chicago."  The  Hardy  picture 
opens  Jan.  17. 


comiM  nno  GOIflG 


Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN,  Paramount  studio  ex- 
ecutive,  is  due   here  from   the  Coast  next  week. 

ADOLPH    ZUKOR   arrives    here    Thursday. 

TREM    CARR    is   here   from    the   Coaf'- 

CHARLES  SKOURAS  arrived  from  jfc"*  Coast 
over  the  week-end. 

DAVID  E.  ROSE  arrives  here  today  from  Hol- 
lywood. 

I.  GOLDSMITH,  producer  of  "The  Stars  Look 
Down,"  arrives  here  Saturday  from  England 
on   the   Rex. 

JUDY  GARLAND  arrived  here  yesterday  from 
Hollywood   for   a    brief   vacation. 

FRED  McCONNELL  has  returned  to  New  York 
after    a    nation-wide    trip. 

ARTHUR  TREACHER  gets  here  this  week  from 
Hollywood  for  a  short  stay. 

JOHN  GORING  and  LOU  DAVIDSON,  of  the 
20th-Fox  exploitation  department,  left  last  night 
for  Detroit  to  make  arrangements  for  the  open- 
ing there  of  "The   Blue   Bird"   later  this  month. 

JOHNNY  RUSSELL,  six-year-old  player  in  "The 
Blue  Bird,"  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the 
Coast  to  attend  the  opening  on  Jan.   19. 

NANCY  KELLY  has  returned  to  the  Coast 
after  a   short   vacation   here. 

GEORCE  O'BRIEN  and  his  wife,  MARGUERITE 
CHURCHILL,  are  here  from  the  Coast.  After 
a  short  stay  they  leave  for  an  extended  vaca- 
tion  tour   in   South   America. 

EDWARD  H.  GRIFFITH  is  in  Richmond,  Va., 
conferring  with  city  authorities  on  the  filming 
of   "Virginia." 

W.    J.    HEINEMAN,    Universal    Western  sales 

manager,     flies     today     for     a     three-city  sales 

conference    covering     Detroit,     Minneapolis  and 
Chicago   returning  Sunday. 

JOHN  JONES  of  Jones,  Linick  and  Schaefer 
has  returned  to  Chicago  from   New  York. 

BERN  IE  KRANZE,  RKO  branch  manager  at 
Albany  and  brother  of  Ricardo  Cortez,  left 
Sunday  for  a   two  weeks'   vacation   in   Florida. 

MRS.  DAVID  ROSENBAUM,  who  operates  in 
Elizabethtown  and  Ausable  Forks  in  the  upstate 
Adirondack  region,  booked  along  Albany's  ex- 
change  row   during   the   week-end. 


S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp. 
Presses  Merger  Program 

S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.  has 
taken  over  International  Theater  Ac- 
cessories Corp.,  with  which  S.O.S. 
was  affiliated  for  years.  The  two 
concerns  jointly  occupied  the  prem 
ises  at  636  Eleventh  Ave.,  Manhat 
tan.  There  will  be  no  change  in  the 
officers  or  the  directors  under  the 
new  set-up. 

S.O.S.  recently  absorbed  the  busi- 
ness of  Consolidated  Theater  Supply 
Corp.,  and  is  now  negotiating  the 
acquisition  of  another  equipment 
manufacturer. 


"Northwest  Passage"  Will 
Open  In  Albany  Feb.  22 

Albany  —  "Northwest  Passage'' 
will  have  a  world  premiere  here 
Washington's  Birthday,  February 
22,  at  Fabian's  Palace,  but  whether 
or  not  it  will  be  one  of  other  such 
events  is  not  immediately  ascertain- 
able. The  picture's  inaugural  here 
was  announced  by  Ralph  Pielow. 
Metro  branch  manager. 
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JAMES  CAGNEY-  PAT  O'BRIEN 
GEORGE  BRENT 

./THE  FIGHTING  69™' 

with 

JEFFREY  LYNN 'ALAN  HALE*  FRANK  McHUGH 

DENNIS  MORGAN  «DICK  FORAN 

WILLIAM  LUNDIGAN  .  GUINN  "BIG  BOY"  WILLIAMS 

HENRY  O'NEILL  .  JOHN  LITEL 

Directed  by  WILLIAM  KEIGHLEY 

Original    Screen   Play   by   Norman    Reilly    Rain©,   Fred   NIblo,    ir., 
and  Dean  Franklin  •  A  Warner  Bros. -Fin*  National  Picture 
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20TH-F0X  PUNNING 
FIVE  IN  TECHNICOLOR 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

gale,"  "Breach  of  Discipline,"  "The 
Californians,"  "Connie  Goes  to  Col- 
lege," "Dance  Hall,"  "End  of  the 
Trail,"  "Father  Duffy  Of  the  Fight- 
ing 69,"  "The  Great  Commandment," 
"Henry  Stanley  In  England,"  "Lady 
Jane,"  "Left  At  the  Altar,"  "March- 
ing As  To  War,"  "Maverick  Univers- 
ity," "The  Postman  Walks  Alone," 
"Red  Cross  Nurse,"  "The  Return  of 
Frank  James,"  "Rise  of  Disraeli," 
"Say  It  With  Music,"  "Western 
Union,"  "Minstrel  Man"  and  "Sha- 
dows in  the  Snow." 

Latest  plans  for  20th-Fox  produc- 
tion in  England  next  year  call  for 
four  pictures  to  be  made  by  Robert 
T.  Kane.  However,  this  figure  is  set 
as  a  minimum  and  it  is  possible  the 
schedule  might  be  increased.  Kane 
plans  to  return  to  England  shortly 
to  prepare  his  program,  probably 
sailing  for  Europe  on  Feb.  15.  Kane 
informed  the  studio  heads  that  their 
quota  requirements  had  been  com- 
pleted up  to  March  31. 


Set  "Blue  Bird"  Roadshow 
Dates  for  Detroit,  Frisco 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Jan.  26,  and  the  St.  Francis  The- 
ater, San  Francisco,  starting  Feb.  1. 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  production  chief- 
tain, will  attend  all  three  openings. 

A  number  of  the  studio's  stars 
will  also  come  East  for  the  New 
York  opening  and  the  entire  roster 
of  studio  stars  will  go  to  the  San 
Francisco  opening,  with  Shirley  Tem- 
ple making  her  first  appearance  of 
this  type  at  the  St.  Francis  Theater 
there.  Johnny  Russell,  six  year  old 
player  in  the  film,  will  come  East 
with  the  other  players  for  the  New 
York  premiere. 

"Grapes  Of  Wrath"  premiere  at 
the  Rivoli  Theater  on  Jan.  24,  also 
will  have  all  the  trimmings.  Za- 
nuck is  expected  to  wait  over  to 
attend  this  opening  before  heading 
back  to  the  Coast  via  Detroit.  Spe- 
cial preview  of  the  picture  will  be 
held  at  the  Normandie  Theater  on 
Jan.  23  for  an  invited  audience  which 
will  include  newspaper  men,  com- 
pany executives,  etc. 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  9 

Harry  M.  Goetz 

Ceorge   Batcheller,   Jr. 

Vilma   Banky 
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"Those  who  deserve  a  good  character,  ought  to  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  have  it,  both 
as  a  reward  and  as  an  encouragement." 

— Lord  Chesterfield 
T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     IT'S  only  right and  good-mannered to 

cognizance  of  what  happened  in  the  Rainbow  Room  on  Sunday 
during  the  NBC  broadcast which  marked  the  formal  award- 
ing of  laurels  to  pix   and  their  personalities by   the   N.   Y.  Film 

Critics We  refer  to  the  yes,  inspiring  moments  when  Samuel  Gold- 

wyn with  a  degree  of  humility  and  graciousness  uncommon  in  any 

industry stood  before  the  "mikes"  to  accept  the  honors  bestowed 

on    "Wuthering    Heights" named    the    best    feature    production    of 

1939 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     PERHAPS    the    most    accurate    description    of    what 

Mister  Goldwyn  said  and  did can  be  conveyed  by  the  single 

word  "sporting" for  while  the  producer  is  patently  entitled  to 

vast  credit  for  converting  the  Bronte  novel  into  celluloid  so  bril- 
liantly  he  shed  the  personal  credit  completely  in  favor  of 

others He  said  he  was  proud  that  "Wuthering  Heights"  had 

been    so    selected but    quickly    added: "However,    in 

accepting  the  award,  I  want  to  do  so,  not  for  myself  as  the  pro- 
ducer  but  for  the  splendid  group  of  artists  who  were  asso- 
ciated  with   me   in   making   this   picture" Then   we   found 

the  Gold-wyn  at  the  end  of  the  Rainbow  Room  declaring  to  the 

assembled  guests  and  vast  unseen  radio  audience: "No  ONE 

man  can  make  a  motion  picture Therefore,  no  ONE  man  can 

take  credit  for  it" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  WILLIAM  Wyler  received  Goldwyn's  plaudits  for  the  direc- 
tion  Ben  Hecht  and  Charlie  Mac  Arthur   for  the   screenplay 

Merle  Oberon,  Laurence  Olivier,  David  Niven,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Flora 

Robson,   et,;al,  for  their  acting and  "my   entire   organization"   for 

its    splendid    co-operation Mister    Goldwyn's    speech    was    exactly 

140    words    in   length but   profoundly    far-reaching    in    the    lesson 

which  it  taught — a  lesson  in  how  to  be  really  BIG at  a  BIG 

MOMENT It  should  interest  Mister  Goldwyn  to  know that  his 

"Wuthering  Heights" which  re-opened  at  the  local  Plaza  Theater 

last   Saturday grabbed  bigger   grosses    on    the    week-end 

than  when  the  pix  played  that  house  originally 

T  ▼  T 

•  •     •     HUMILITY  in  triumph  is  only  surpassed by  the 

"never-say-die"  spirit when  the  goin'  gets  tough If  ever 

a  man  put  up  a  fight  to  save  a  company it's  E.  W.  Hammons 

Even  though  it  looks  as  if  GN  will  be  liquidated Ham- 
mons is  still  fighting Without  drawing  one  cent  of  salary  in 

more  than  a  year he  has  had  to  meet  obstacle  after  obstacle 

He's  filmland's  Horatius  at  the  Bridge! 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THAT  luncheon  meetin'  of  Ampa this  Thursday 

is  gonna  be  quite  a  shindig  judgin'  from  the  plans  made  by  the  org's 
young  bloods The  Stouffer  salon  wall  will  ring  with  a  surprise  pro- 
gram  which  will  find  John  Chapman,  N.  Y.  Daily  Nooze  colyumist 

a'speakin' as  one.  feature Said  John  is  headin'  for  Hollywood 

about  July   1 to  take    over   Ed  Sullivan's   pillar   on   pix   and   pix 

people 


«      «      « 


»      »      * 


MAYOR  WANTS  27  P.G. 
OF  PIX  MADE  IN  EAST 
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he  added,  "that  the  impression  that 
New  York  City  wants  to  take  every- 
thing from  Hollywood  is  ^  ■  ig. 
We  expect  to  work  in  complete  har- 
mony with  Hollywood,  and  we  know 
we  have  certain  advantages  that 
Hollywood  hasn't  got,  but  we  realize 
that  a  large  amount  of  capital  is 
invested  there,"  he  added.  "We  will 
make  our  share  here  in  the  same 
way  that  London  makes  its  share 
of  English  pictures  and  we  will  not 
be  satisfied  with  a  fictional  propor- 
tion," he   stated. 

In  answer  to  a  question  as  to 
whether  the  major  companies  had 
committeed  themselves  to  co-operate, 
Mayor  LaGuardia  said,  "a  number 
of  them  have  approved  the  plan  in 
general."  He  refused  to  name  those 
companies,  contenting  himself  with 
the  statement  that  "some  executives 
have,  some  haven't;  some  have  vis- 
ion and  some  haven't." 

In  reference  to  financing,  the 
Mayor  declared  that  "in  the  begin- 
ning we  were  told  that  pictures 
could  not  be  financed  unless  made 
in  Hollywood,  but  I  want  to  em- 
phatically and  definitely  deny  this; 
there  is  far  better  financing  here. 
But  that  doesn't  mean  that  anyone 
can  come  and  expect  to  make  pic- 
tures here;  however,  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  about  legitimate  financ- 
ing and  there  will  be  no  extortionate 
and  unconscionable  bonuses  paid." 

The  Mayor  also  intimated  that 
large  companies  may  be  organized 
for  Eastern  production.  He  said  that 
the  motion  picture  business  "hasn't 
in  any  way  been  pre-empted  by  the 
large  companies." 

"There  may  be  other  companies 
springing  up  in  the  near  future  be- 
cause the  domain  is  open  for  others," 
he  said. 

The  city  is  working  on  the  de- 
tails of  a  central  cinema  city,  he 
continued.  He  would  not,  however, 
disclose  the  location.  Discussions 
are  continuing  with  labor  unions 
and  there  will  be  no  "chiseling"  be- 
tween unions  when  production  starts, 
he  asserted.  Standard  of  pictures  to 
be  made  will  be  on  a  level  with 
Hollywood  product,  and  will  be 
"done  on  an  artistic  basis  with  nor- 
mal-sized bath  tubs,"  he  said. 

The  A  F  of  L  yesterday  released 
a  statement  declaring  that  "encour- 
aging progress"  was  being  made  by 
the  Mayor  and  organized  labor  and 
adding,  "it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
anticipate  that  a  substantial  part  of 
their  objective  will  be  realized  with- 
ing  a  few  weeks." 


JVEA  Honors  Selznich 

National  Education  Association's  Com- 
mittee on  Motion  Pictures,  Department 
of  Education,  has  named  David  0.  Selz- 
nick  to  its  advisory  board.  He's  the 
first  producer  to  be  so  designated;  ap- 
pointment stems  from  CWTW. 
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MAINE  THEATER  SUES 
CIRCUITS  AND  MAJORS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

England  Theaters,  Inc.;  Public  Ne- 
toco  ^heater  Corporation,  Paramount 
FibjO  Distributing  Corp.;  Loew's, 
Inc.;~20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.; 
Vitagraph,  Inc.;  RKO  Radio  Pic- 
tures, Inc.;  United  Artists  Corp., 
and  Universal  Film  Exchange,  Inc. 

Carroll  T.  Cooney,  president  of  the 
plaintiff  corporation,  is  a  former 
Yale  football  star  and  president  also 
of  a  New  York  wholesale  lumber 
concern.  A  few  years  ago  he  built 
a  theater  in  Waldoboro  but  found 
himself  handicapped  in  obtaining 
first-run  pictures  and  alleges  there 
is  a  combination  and  conspiracy  to 
restrain  and  monopolize  interstate 
trade  and  commerce  in  motion  pic- 
ture films. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  various  dis- 
tributors have  refused  to  furnish  the 
Waldo  Theater  Corp.  with  films  un- 
til they  have  been  exhibited  in 
Rockland  theaters. 


GWTW  Set  for  Brooklyn, 

Newark  and  Jersey  City 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
new  dates  in  the  New  York  vicinity 
have  been  set.  They  are  the  Metro- 
politan, Brooklyn;  Loew's  State, 
Newark,  and  Loew's  Jersey  City, 
Jersey  City.  Picture  will  play  these 
three  houses  simultaneous  with  the 
runs  at  the  Astor  and  Capitol, 
Broadway. 

Two  simultaneous  showings  each 
in  Miami  and  Detroit  also  were  an- 
nounced, in  addition  to  openings  in 
five  other  cities. 

Picture  opens  at  the  Sheridan  The- 
ater, Miami  Beach,  (two-a-day)  Jan. 
17,  and  on  Jan.  18,  will  start  an 
engagement  at  the  Olympia,  Miami, 
(three-a-day). 

"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  open 
day-and-date  in  Detroit,  Jan.  25,  at 
the  Wilson  (two-a-day)  and  the 
United  Artists  (three-a-day). 

On  Feb.  1,  the  Rialto,  Williams- 
port,  Pa.,  will  begin  a  two-a-day 
engagement. 

On  Jan.  26,  GWTW  will  open  at 
the  Midwest,  Oklahoma  City,  playing 
three  times  daily  with  only  the  eve- 
ning show  reserved,  and  twice  on 
Sunday,  with  the  evening  perform- 
ance only  reserved.  Same  policies 
will  prevail  at  the  Lincoln,  in  Lin- 
coln, Neb.,  opening  Jan.  25;  at  the 
Capitol,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  open- 
ing Jan.  25,  and  the  Gloria,  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  opening  Jan.  29. 


Allied  Directors  to  Meet 

In  Washington  Jan.  17-18 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Tuesday,  the  16th.  All  sessions  will 
be  at  the  Carlton  Hotel.  Frank 
Lydon,  eastern  regional  vice-presi- 
dent, anticipates  an  attendance  of 
about  30  at  the  regional  sessions. 


reviews  of  nau  mms 


"Remember  the  Night" 

with  Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Fred  MacMurray 
Paramount  86  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
ONE    OF    THE    BEST    LOVE    STORIES 
SCREENED    IN    A    LONG   TIME   SHOULD 
DRAW  STRONG  FEMME  PATRONAGE. 

A  group  of  wholesome,  down-to-earth, 
natural,  homey  characters  make  this  pic- 
ture one  of  the  nicest  and  best  love  stories 
screened  in  a  long  time.  The  ticket  buy- 
ers, women  especially,  should  like  it  a  lot. 
Besides  giving  Barbara  Stanwyck  a  grand 
role,  of  the  type  she  does  so  well,  the 
photography  presents  her  at  her  loveliest. 
She  makes  the  girl  a  very  human  sort  of 
person  who  is  looking  for  a  little  happiness. 
Opposite  her  is  Fred  MacMurray  who  turns 
in  a  splendid  performance  which  is  ever 
forceful  and  realistic.  Beulah  Bondi,  Eliza- 
beth Patterson  and  Sterling  Holloway  are 
all  excellent  choices  in  the  parts  of  the 
folks  back  home.  A  very  long  speech  by 
Willard  Robertson,  at  the  opening  of  the 
picture  is  so  well  done  that  it  will  hold 
the  audience  every  one  of  its  five  minutes. 
Mitchell  Leisen,  who  both  produced  and 
directed,  injected  a  quality  of  charm  that 
is  ever  pleasant,  there  are  numerous  fine 
touches  that  give  the  production  a  lot  of 
class,  and  the  characters  are  drawn  and 
handled  in  a  way  that  makes  them  real, 
everyday  folks.  The  original  screenplay  by 
Preston  Sturges  is  a  well  conceived  affair 
with  dialogue  that  is  most  appropriate.  The 
photography  mentioned  was  Ted  Tetzlaff's. 
In  the  plot,  just  a  day  or  so  before  Christ- 
mas Barbara  Stanwyck  is  on  trial  in  New 
York  as  a  jewel  thief.  The  prosecutor  is 
MacMurray  who  wants  to  get  home  to  In- 
diana for  the  holidays.  A  certain  psychiatrist's 
presence  is  required  at  the  trial  and  with 
that  MacMurray  gets  the  trial  postponed 
until  after  New  Year's.  Feeling  sorry  for 
the  girl  on  whom  he  believes  he  has  pulled 
a  dirty  trick,  MacMurray  furnishes  her  bail 
and  takes  her  along  on  his  trip  intending  to 
drop  her  off  at  her  home  in  Ohio.  When 
he  finds  her  mother  isn't  very  anxious  to 
see  her,  he  takes  her  to  his  home  where 
his  mother  and  aunts  recognize  her  as  a 
girl  of  real  quality  who  is  a  victim  of  cir- 
cumstance. MacMurray  falls  in  love  with 
the  girl  and  she  with  him,  but  his  mother 
feels  his  career  might  be  ruined  by  her  and 
asks  the  girl  to  give  him  up.  When  the 
case  is  resumed,  MacMurray  tries  in  his 
own  way  to  lose  thereby  acquitting  the  girl 
he  loves.  However,  she  confesses,  and  as 
she  awaits  sentence,  we  have  a  pretty  good 
idea  that  the  boy  will  be  waiting  for  her 
when  she  has  served  her  sentence. 

CAST:  Barbara  Stanwyck,  Fred  MacMurray, 
Beulah  Bondi,  Elizabeth  Patterson,  Sterling 
Holloway,  Willard  Robertson,  Charles  Wal- 
dron,  Paul  Guilfoyle,  Charlie  Arnt,  John 
Wray,  Thomas  W.  Ross,  Snowflake,  Tom 
Kennedy,  Georgia  Caine,  Virginia  Brissac, 
Spencer  Charters. 

CREDITS:  Producer-Director,  Mitchell 
Leisen;  Author,  Preston  Sturges;  Screenplay, 
same;  Cameraman,  Ted  Tetzlaff,  ASC;  Art 
Directors,  Hans  Dreier,  Roland  Anderson; 
Editor,  Doane  Harrison;  Musical  Score, 
Frederick  Hollander;  Sound,  Earl  Hayman 
and  Walter  Oberst. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Very 
Good. 


"Slightly  Honorable" 

with   Pat  O'Brien,   Edward   Arnold, 
Broderick  Crawford 

UA-Wanger  83  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

HIGHLY  ENTERTAINING  MURDER  MYS- 
TERY MARKED  BY  FRESH  TREATMENT 
SHOULD  CLICK  EASILY. 

This  is  a  highly  entertaining  murder  mys- 
tery, which  has  been  given  fresh  treatment 
in  every  department.  Tay  Garnett  has  in- 
jected several  clever  directorial  touches  and 
has  maintained  suspense.  Garnett  also  gets 
production  credit  on  the  picture,  which  is 
presented  by  Walter  Wanger.  Ken  Eng- 
lund  submitted  a  splendid  screenplay,  which 
contains  much  bright  dialogue  and  some  able 
satire.  The  acting  is  high  grade,  with  Pat 
O'Brien,  Edward  Arnold,  Broderick  Crawford 
and  Ruth  Terry  heading  the  cast.  Miss  Terry 
is  pert,  has  oodles  of  sex  appeal  and  should 
attract  much  attention  by  her  work.  O'Brien 
is  an  attorney,  who  is  fighting  a  political 
ring,  headed  by  Arnold,  a  newspaper  pub- 
lisher, who  has  become  very  wealthy  on 
graft  gained  from  many  sources.  When 
Claire  Dodd,  Arnold's  mistress,  with  whom 
O'Brien  at  one  time  was  deeply  in  love,  is 
murdered,  Arnold  and  his  tool,  Alan  Dine- 
hart,  the  prosecuting  attorney,  try  to  rail- 
road O'Brien  for  the  murder.  Suspicion  also 
falls  heavily  on  Arnold  and  on  Bernard 
Nedell,  an  underworld  leader,  who  is  one 
of  Arnold's  henchmen.  Claire  Dodd's  mur- 
der is  closely  followed  by  the  slaying  of 
Eve  Arden,  O'Brien's  wise-cracking  secre- 
tary. O'Brien's  campaign  against  Arnold  and 
his  gang,  in  which  O'Brien  is  greatly  aided 
by  Douglas  Fowley,  a  reporter,  and  his  paper, 
results  in  Arnold's  crowd  being  thrown  out 
of  power.  However,  the  new  prosecuting 
attorney  presses  the  murder  charge  against 
0  Brien.  O'Brien  saves  himself,  when  he 
forces  his  law  partner  Crawford  to  admit 
he  committed  both  murders  to  keep  secret 
the  fact  that  he  had  slain  a  man  in  Texas, 
which  he  insisted  was  done  in  self-defense. 

CAST:  Pat  O'Brien,  Edward  Arnold,  Brod- 
erick Crawford,  Ruth  Terry,  Alan  Dinehart, 
Claire  Dodd,  Phyllis  Brooks,  Janet  Beecher, 
Douglas  Dumbrille,  Bernard  Nedell,  Eve 
Arden,  Evelyn  Keyes,  Addison  Richards, 
Douglas  Fowley,  John  Sheehan,  Howard 
Hickman,  Willie  Best,  Robert  Middlemass, 
Ernest  Truex,  Cliff  Clark,  Ed  Chandler,  Bud 
Jameson,  Paul  MacVey,  John  Deering,  Dale 
Armstrong,  Max  Rose,  Jack  Wynn,  Jack 
Green,  Dick  Rush. 

CREDITS:  Producer-Director,  Tay  Gar- 
nett; Screenplay,  Ken  Englund;  Adaptation 
by  John  Hunter  Lay  and  Robert  Tallman; 
Based  on  F.  G.  Presnell's  novel,  "Send  An- 
other Coffin";  Cameraman,  Merritt  Gerstad; 
Art  Director,  Alexander  Golitzen;  Associate, 
Richard  Irvine;  Editorial  supervision,  Otho 
Lovering;  Editor,  Dorothy  Spencer;  Musical 
Score,  Werner  Janssen;  Song  by  Irving  Act- 
man. 

DIRECTION,  Clever.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Swell. 


Mendelssohn  Promoted 

Cleveland — Ted  Mendelssohn,  for- 
mer Warner  city  salesman  in  Chi- 
cago, is  the  new  WB  branch  man- 
ager here,  succeeding  Herbert  J. 
Ochs,   resigned. 


THREE-POINT  NEELY 
BILL  DRIVE  BY  AMPA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

home  office  employes  who  will  be 
urged  to  approach  their  Congress- 
men, at  the  same  time  enlisting, 
similarly,  the  support  of  relatives 
and  friends,  requests  to  trade  press 
editors  for  co-operation  and  the 
wide  distribution  outside  the  indus- 
try of  a  booklet  condemning  the 
Neely  measure. 

Circulation  goal  of  the  booklet, 
titled  "Let's  Kill  the  Movies!  No, 
Let's  Kill  the  Neely  Bill!"  is  1,- 
000,000.  First  1,000  copies  will  be 
provided  by  the  MPPDA  for  sam- 
ple purposes.  Companies  will  be 
asked  to  underwrite  the  printing  of 
their  own  quotas.  First  company 
to  do  so  is  RKO  Radio,  through 
Leon  Bamberger,  member  of  Ampa's 
committeee.  RKO  will  distribute  10,- 
000.  Booklet  will  be  made  available 
in  both  black  and  white  and  in  color. 

Starr  said  yesterday  that,  failing 
of  MPPDA  approval,  the  Ampa  com- 
mittee was  dropping  its  plans  for 
a  Madison  Square  Garden  mass  meet- 
ing in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Rally 
would  have  been  linked  with  others 
throughout  the  country  in  a  drive 
for  1,000,000  signers  to  petitions 
and  resolutions  against  the  measure. 

Ampa  planned  a  two-hour  show  for 
the  mass  meeting,  using  two  leading 
orks  and  outstanding  talent.  Ad- 
mission would  have  been  free.  Show 
would  have  gone  on  the  air,  with  re- 
cordings subsequently  available  to 
radio  stations  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

Opposition  thus  crystalized  was 
to  have  been  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress via  a  committee  of  clergy  and 
women's   leaders. 

Ampa  committee,  Starr  said,  was 
advised  that  the  MPPDA  had  no 
funds  available  to  draw  upon  for 
the  appropriation  suggested  by  the 
committee. 


Bingo  Ruling  May  Peril 

Cleveland  Theater  Games 


Cleveland — As  the  result  of  a  re- 
cent ruling  by  Municipal  Judge  Os- 
car C.  Bell  in  a  "free"  Bingo  case, 
Safety  Director  Eliot  Ness  has  an- 
nounced there  is  a  possibility  of  fu- 
ture police  action  against  churches 
operating  Bingo  games  and  against 
film  theaters  offering  "Screeno," 
"Lucky"  and  other  variations  of  cash 
givaways. 


"Love  Song"  for  Globe 

A  new  story  by  Ursula  Parrott, 
"Love  Song,"  has  been  purchased  by 
James  Roosevelt  for  a  picture  which 
will  be  made  by  his  producing  or- 
ganization, Globe  Productions,  next 
Fall.  Story  will  appear  in  McCall's 
Magazine  for  February.  United  Ar- 
tists will  release  the  picture. 
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'QUIZO'  DECISION  MAY 
END  PHILLY'S  GAMES 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

similar  to  others  but  with  alleged 
educational  angles,  had  been  operated 
at  the  Mayfair  as  a  direct  test  case. 
Following  the  Allesandroni  decis- 
ion, the  Assistant  City  Solicitor  said 
all  such  games  are  now  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  illegal  lottery  and 
called  upno  police  to  enforce  the  ban. 


New  Haven — William  Sirica,  op- 
erator of  the  Lido,  Waterbury,  is 
handling  the  sale  of  Hollywood 
Party,  theater  cash  game,  for  this 
territory.  Loew-Poli  Theater,  Wa- 
terbury, is  first  to  use  the  game,  fol- 
lowed by  State,  Jewett  City,  Park, 
Thomaston,  and  Strand,  Thompson- 
ville.  Answers  about  stars  have  to 
be  five-in-a-row  to  win  prizes. 


Schines  Appoint  Silverman 
Rochester  Area  Manager 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

years  Schine  district  manager  in 
Col.  Louis  Lazar's  Ohio  zone.  Sil- 
verman's title  is  Rochester  area 
manager. 

Louis  Levitch,  former  city  man- 
ager, remains  as  manager  of  Schine's 
Madison,  while  Gene  Curtis,  Roches- 
ter publicity  director  for  Schines, 
goes  to  Syracuse,  where  he  will  be 
stationed  at  the  Paramount  theater. 
He  is  to  do  special  publicity  work 
for  the  Schine  houses  in  the  Syra- 
cuse area. 

Pat  McGee,  who  has  been  man- 
ager of  the  Paramount  at  Syracuse 
goes  to  Cleveland  where  he  will  be- 
come a  district  manager  in  the  Ohio 
zone,  probably  filling  the  post  of 
Jim  Levine,  Ohio  district  manager 
who  has  just  resigned. 

Lee  Stern,  manager  of  Schine's 
Rochester  West  End,  goes  to  the 
Empire,  Glens  Falls,  as  manager. 

Sidney  Holland,  Syracuse  area 
manager,  has  gone  to  Gloversville, 
where  he  will  be  district  manager 
of  the  Mohawk  Valley  and  adjacent 
territory.  He  will  be  stationed  at 
the   Glove,   Gloversville. 

Lou  S.  Hart,  Glove  manager,  goes 
to  the  Hippodrome,  Gloversville,  with 
Harvey  Cocks,  Hipp  manager,  un- 
assigned  but  retaining  his  connec- 
tion with  the  circuit. 


Fourth  Trial  of  John  P.  Nick 
Gets  Under  Way  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — Fourth  attempt  to  try 
John  P.  Nick,  IA  vice-prexy,  on  a 
charge  of  extorting  $10,000  from 
theater  owners  in  1936,  was  started 
yesterday  before  Circuit  Judge 
Thomas  J.  Rowe.  Judge  Rowe  took 
part  in  questioning  prospective  jur- 
ors to  ascertain  whether  any  attempt 
at  a  "fix"  had  been  made. 

State  Representative  Edwin  M. 
Brady,  indicted  with  Nick,  will  be 
tried  later. 


Detroit  Censor  Banned  Two  Pix  in  1939 

Detroit — "Complete  rejection  of  pictures  was  the  smallest  in  years,"  Sergeant 
Charles  W.  Snyder,  Detroit  film  censor,  said  in  summarizing  the  year's  activities.  "The 
picture  business  is  becoming  cleaner,  and  the  industry  is  striving  to  please  the  public. 
Only   two   films  were   completely   rejected   during  the   year." 


Further  South  American  Wis. 

Gains  Are  Seen  for  1940 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

improvement  accrued  during  the  fore- 
part of  1939,  and,  despite  the  Eu- 
ropean war,  with  its  attendant  drop  in 
certain  Latin-American  currencies, 
film  revenues  continue  to  be  satis- 
factory, with  U.  S.  pictures  continu- 
ing to  eat  into  the  25  per  cent  play- 
ing time  formerly  enjoyed  by  prod- 
uct from  European  countries. 

Quality  of  Hollywood  product, 
lessening  of  competition,  and  widen- 
ing of  American  film  companies  ac- 
tivities to  embrace  a  larger  part  of 
the  potential  market,  are  prime  fac- 
tors in  the  current  gains.  He  added 
that  large  amounts  of  French  foot- 
age are  being  shipped  into  certain 
South  American  countries,  particu- 
larly Argentina  and  Uruguay  in  an 
effort  to  capitalize  on  popularity 
pre-war  features  built  up. 

Columbia,  he  states,  is  now  con- 
sidering to  what  extent  it  will  pro- 
duce co-operatively  with  Mexican 
film-makers  during  1940,  and  a  de- 
cision is  expected  shortly  following 
h.o.  confabs. 

He  expects  to  leave  shortly  for 
Mexico  for  an  indefinite  business 
stay. 

Coast  Studios  Send  Five 

Features  Before  Cameras 


to  Divert  Highway 
Funds  as  Exhibs.  Urged 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Five  new  pictures  are 
scheduled  to  go  into  production  this 
week: 

At  Columbia:  "Men  Without 
Souls." 

At  M-G-M:  "Edison  the  Man"  star- 
ring Spencer  Tracy. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Earth- 
bound"  with  Andrea  Leeds,  Warner 
Baxter  and  Lynn  Bari. 

At  Universal:  "Alias  the  Deacon" 
starring  Bob  Burns. 

At  Retsama:  "Chocolate"  with 
Mae  Murray. 

Carnevale  Suit  Dropped 

Stipulation  was  filed  yesterday  in 
the  New  York  Supreme  Court  dis- 
continuing the  suit  of  John  C.  E. 
Carnevale  for  $500,000  damages 
against  RKO  Radio  Pictures, 
MPPDA,  CBS,  Jesse  L.  Lasky,  Will 
H.  Hays,  and  the  Wm.  Wrigley  Jr. 
Co.  Carnevale  had  claimed  misap- 
propriation of  his  idea  in  the  radio 
program,  "Gateway  To  Hollywood." 

Upholds  Suit  Dismissal 

Dismissal  of  the  suit  of  Eureka 
Productions,  Inc.,  for  $5,300  dam- 
ages against  Raymond  J.  Mulligan, 
U.  S.  Marshal,  was  upheld  yester- 
day by  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals.  Eureka  had  charged  the 
wrongful  destruction  of  the  negative 
of  the  film  "Ecstasy." 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

session  last  year  as  a  means  of 
preventing  drafting  the  new  taxes, 
will  be  engaged  in  by  the  adminis- 
tration to  the  extent  of  $6,051,550 
during  the  next  18  months,  accord- 
ing to  Charles  McKeown,  financial 
secretary  to  the  governor. 

As  a  result  of  this  diversion,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  a  special  session 
will  be  required  to  raise  additional 
revenue  for  operating  the  state  gov- 
ernment, despite  the  request  for  such 
a  session  from  groups  whose  budget 
has  been  cut  for  the  coming  bien- 
nium. 

Exhibitors  have  been  wary  of  a 
special  session,  fearing  that  it  might 
result  in  some  harmful  tax  legisla- 
tion including  a  sales  tax,  which  was 
threatened  several  times  during  the 
regular  session  of  the  legislature. 


M  of  T  Production  Unit 

Shooting  In  Montreal 

Montreal — A  production  unit  of 
the  "March  of  Time"  newsreel,  now 
in  Canada  to  make  a  film  on  the 
Dominion's  war  effort,  is  in  Mon- 
treal. Under  the  direction  of  George 
R.  Black,  and  co-operating  with 
Associated  Screen  News,  the  crew 
has  been  taking  pictures  of  Canad- 
ian military,  naval  and  air  activi- 
ties, as  part  of  a  pictorial  essay  on 
wartime  Canada.  Two  more  weeks 
will  be  required  in  filming,  and  the 
sound  portions  of  the  newsreel  have 
yet  to  be  recorded. 

Two  Montreal  military  units  will 
figure  in  the  film — the  Black  Watch 
(Fifth  Royal  Highlanders  of  Can- 
ada) and  the  Regiment  de  Maison- 
neuve,  which  is  composed  of  French- 
Canadians. 


Contract  For  Wilding  Corp. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Wilding  Pictures 
Corp.  of  Culver  City  has  been 
awarded  a  contract  by  the  J.  Wal- 
ter Thompson  Co.  for  the  second  of 
a  series  of  16  mm.  movies  for  the 
Institute  of  Life  Insurance.  Nor- 
man Blackburn,  West  Coast  head  of 
the  Thompson  Co.'s  film  department, 
will  cast  and  supervise  the  picture. 
Shooting  starts  tomorrow.  The  pic- 
ture has  been  titled  "American  Por- 
trait." 


P.  L.  Dysard  Expires 

Cincinnati — P.  L.  Dysard,  exhibi- 
tor, died  at  the  Veteran's  Hospital, 
Huntington,  W.  Va.,  following  a 
stroke.  Dysard  recently  sold  his  in- 
tersts  at  Lewisbrg,  W.  Va.,  to  Gene 
Custer. 


RKO  MAY  ASK  70%  FOR 
SOME 'LINCOLN' DATES 
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admission  prices  will  be  asked  until 
at  least  1941. 

Picture  has  its  world  premif  in 
Washington  on  Jan.  22.  Broa'  1ay 
opening  has  not  been  determined, 
nor  has  it  been  decided  in  which  the- 
ater it  will  play. 

It  was  indicated  by  an  executive 
that  selling  arrangements  would  be 
similar  to  those  asked  for  "Gone 
With  the  Wind." 


Mount  Lee  Acquired  by  Lee 
as  Site  for  Tele  Station 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  transfer  of  the  property  marking 
a  step  towards  erection  of  a  tele 
station  to  house  W6XAO's  facilities. 
Mount  Lee  is  the  highest  mountain 
accessible  by  road  in  the  Hollywood 
range.  Site  offers  antenna  towar 
facilities  one  and  a  half  times  that 
of  the  Empire  State  Tower  in  New 
York  City,  present  highest. 


Court  Refuses  to  Dismiss 

Para.  Stockholders'  Suit 
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management  by  Paramount  officials 
in  transactions  with  AT&T,  West- 
ern Electric  and  Erpi.  Judge  Con- 
ger, however,  ordered  the  plaintiffs 
to  file  a  bill  of  particulars  to  clarify 
parts  of  the  complaint. 


612  Films  at  1939  Fair; 

Expect  More  Next  Season 

Total  of  612  films  were  shown  at 
the  New  York  World's  Fair  last 
year,  with  indications  that  a  still 
wider  variety  will  be  presented  next 
season,  according  to  Claude  R.  Col- 
lins, director  of  newsreels  and  films 
for  the  Fair. 

Films  shown  last  year  varied  in 
running  time  from  three  minutes 
to  137  minutes,  the  latter  being  the 
time  of  "Land  of  Liberty,"  prepared 
by  the  MPPDA.  It  is  estimated  that 
20,000,000  persons  witnessed  the  pic- 
tures, presented  in  34  theaters  and 
auditoriums  on  the  exposition 
grounds. 

British  Government  was  the  most 
active  exhibitor,  141  of  the  612  films 
being  presented  in  the  British  Pa- 
vilion. Brazil  was  second  with  82 
films,  France  third  with  72. 


Bingo  Legalizing  Measure 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Assemblyman  A. 
F.  Goldstein  announced  last  night 
that  he  is  hoppering  a  measure  to 
give  legal  status  to  Bingo  which  will 
provide  for  the  issuance  of  permits 
which  seating  arrangements  and  size 
of  hall  or  theater  will  govern. 

Mrs.  Henschel  Stricken 

Chicago  —  Mrs.  James  Henschel, 
wife  of  Jimmy  Henschel,  orchestra 
leader,  is  dead. 


No  Greater! 


© 


What  greater  honor  can  be  paid  to  a  motion  pic- 
ture or  to  those  who  played  a  part  in  its  production 
than  to  have  it  selected  as  one  of  the  Ten  Best  Pic- 
tures in  THE  FILM  DAILY  Annual  Poll  of  the 
important  critics  of  the  nation. 

To  have  produced  or  worked  on  such  a  production 
is  a  distinct  honor  and  the  critics'  selection  is  a 
lasting  tribute  to  those  untiring  efforts  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

Read  this  story  of  the  Ten  Best  of  1939  in  your  fa- 
vorite newspaper  —  hear  it  told  by  your  favorite 
newscaster  and  get  the  complete  story  in  the  Jan- 
uary 12th  issue  of 
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New  Studio  Strike  Averted  at  Producer-IA  Confab 

BONDY  CURES  HEARINGS!  RKO  REORGANIZATION 

Low- Cost    Boosters"  Will  Speed  Tele  Network  Tests 


RCA  to  Start  Experiments  in 

Early  Spring;  Relays 

Atop  Poles 

Development  of  low-cost  televi- 
sion relay  stations  which  can  be 
constructed  atop  an  ordinary  tele- 
phone pole  will  permit  the  start  of 
network  tele  tests  in  early  spring 
by  RCA.  The  line  of  "boosters"  will 
begin  along  the  coastline  on  Long 
Island  and  extend  northward  to  the 
Canadian  line,  it  is  understood. 

The  relays  can  be  operated  simply, 
with   small   man-power,    and   by    an 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

PHILADELPHIA  ALLIED 
RENAMES  SAMUELSON 


Philadelphia  — ■  Sidney  E.  Samuel- 
son  was  renamed  business  manager 
of  the  Philadelphia  Allied  unit,  hold- 
ing its  annual  meeting  here  yester- 
day. Elected  also  were  E.  B.  Greg- 
ory, secretary,  and  Ben  Fertel,  treas- 
urer. The  finance  committee  for  the 
new  year  will  be  composed  of  Joseph 
Conway,  chairman,  David  Milgram, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Lefkowitz  Heads  Three 

Merged  Warner  Branches 

Merger  of  the  New  York,  New 
Jersey  and  Brooklyn  branches  of 
Vitagraph,  Inc.,  Warner's  distribu- 
tion organization  with  offices  at  315 
W.  44th  St.,  was  announced  yester- 
day by  Roy  Haines,  Eastern  and 
Canadian  sals  manager. 

Haines  also  announced  that  Sam 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Thomson  Coming  to  N.  Y. 
on  AGVA  Organization  Plan 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — At  the  joint  request  of 
the  4A's,  Actors'  Equity  and  Amer- 
ican Guild  of  Variety  Artists,  the 
board  of  directors  of  Screen  Actors 
Guild  yesterday  authorized  Kenneth 
Thomson,  SAG  executive  secretary, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Partially  Deafened  by  Picture's  Sound, 

Projectionist  Collecting  front  IV.  Y.  State 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Because  the  roar  of  a  sound  movie  depicting  airplanes  in  action 
caused  him  to  become  deaf,  Ernest  William  Holland  of  430  North  West  Street,  a  movie 
projectionist,  is  collecting  part-compensation  from   the  State. 

James  A.  Corcoran,  member  of  the  State  Industrial  Board,  after  a  hearing  in  the 
case,  wrote  a  decision  finding  that  Holland's  deafness  "clearly  is  causally  related  by 
competent  medical  testimony  to  his  work." 

The  decision  made  no  definite  award,  but  Holland's  case  remains  "open"  and  his 
medical    bills   are    being   paid. 


Solution  of  Clearance  Problem  Major 
Task  of  1940,  Richey  Tells  W.Va.  ITO 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  —  Clearance 
and  its  solution  is  the  industry's  No. 
1  problem  for  1940,  H.  M.  Richey, 
RKO's  director  of  exhibitor  rela- 
tions, told  the  ITO  of  West  Virginia 
in  convention  here  yesterday.  Pre- 
dicting many  events  that  will  affect 
the  motion  picture  industry  this  year, 
Richey  warned  exhibitors  to  be  pre- 
pared for  them. 


To  many  exhibitors,  Richey  as- 
serted, 1940  is  the  date  "for  the  ar- 
rival in  the  promised  land."  But  if 
this  year  brings  a  solution  to  clear- 
ance, he  added,  it  must  be  based  on 
price  of  film,  admission  prices,  dis- 
tance, area,  natural  barriers,  ppl- 
icy,  etc. 

"Again,     in     this,"     Richey     said, 

(Continued  on  Page   8) 


First  GWTW  Bookings  to  Bring  Metro  a  Million 


M-G-M's  share  in  the  first  seven 
or  eight  engagements  on  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  is  expected  to  be  approxi- 
mately $1,000,000.  Of  this  amount, 
50  per  cent  goes  to  Producer  David 
O.  Selznick  as  it  is  understood  that 


producer  and  distributor  split  50-50 
on  the  70  per  cent  of  the  gross.  The 
million-dollar  prediction  is  based  on 
current  business,  which  is  said  to 
have  no  equal  in  the  history  of  the 
industry. 


Producers  Name  Fact-Gathering  Com. 
in  New  Strike  Threat  by  I A  Locals 


Newhouse  Papers  Open 

Attack  on  Neely 


Bill 


Indicating  that  the  influential 
Newhouse  newspaper  chain  has  lined 
up  against  the  Neely  bill,  the  New- 
ark Star-Ledger  on  Monday  made 
the  pending  House  measure  dooming 
block-booking   and  blind-selling  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Danger  of  a  new  stu- 
dio strike  was  averted  yesterday 
afternoon  at  a  conference  attended 
by  producers,  William  Bioff,  Stephen 
Newman,  Lew  C.  P.  Blix,  interna- 
tional representatives  of  IATSE  and 
business  agents  of  IA's  10  studio 
locals. 

Following   the    session,   producers 
announced    that    committees    repre- 

(ConUnued  on  Page  7) 


Order  Transferring  Assets  to 

New  Company  to  be 

Ready  Friday 

Termination  of  the  RKO  reorg. 
proceedings  in  the  near  future  was 
definitely  indicated  yesterday  when 
Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  stated 
that  no  further  hearings  would  be 
required,  and  that  he  would  sign  an 
order  transferring  assets  of  the 
company  from  the  hands  of  the  Irv- 
ing Trust  Co.,  trustee,  to  the  new 
company. 

The  order  transferring  assets  will 
provide  for  completion  of  the  trans- 
fer before  the  end  of  January  and 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  Judge  Bondy 
for  signature  this  Friday,  Hamilton 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

FWG-PACIFICTHEATERS 

DEAL  DISCUSSED  HERE 


Conferences  under  way  at  National 
Theaters  home  office  between  Charles 
Skouras,  FWC  head,  and  Spyros 
Skouras,  NT  chieftain,  will  determine 
whether  or  not  FWC  will  acquire 
a  50  per  cent  interest  in  Pacific 
Theaters,  Inc.,  Charles  Skouras  told 
The  Film  Daily  yesterday.  He  said 
that  much  depended  on  legal  angles 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Jules  Levy  Leaves  to  Make 
First  Pic  for  "IT  Release 


Formation  of  Mayfair.  Inc.,  was 
disclosed  yesterday  by  Jules  Levy, 
former  RKO  sales  manager,  who 
left  last  night  for  Hollywood  where 
he  will  make  a  series  of  pictures  for 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

GN  in  Liquidation  Today; 

Dept.  Personnel  Leaving 

Liquidation  order  against  Grand 
National  becomes  effective  today 
and  bids  for  the  assets  are  expected 
to  be  made.  Whether  the  assets  will 
be  sold  item  by  item  or  in  one  bulk 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (21/2% 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd..  . 

East.     Kodak      

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

do     pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pfd.. . 
Paramount   2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe    Film    

RKO     

20th    Century-Fox     .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do  pfd 


)     71/4         63/4         71/4    +       «/4 

21         201/4    21       +  1 


1 651/z  I641/2  1 641/z  —  IV2 

178  177V2  178       +  2 

I31/4     125/s     131/8     

36        353/8     36         

1071/2  1071/2  1071/2   +     1/2 

75/s  7i/2        75/8   +      l/8 


851/2 

9 

9% 
1% 
13 


851/2     851/2  —  21/4 

9  9         

93/4  —     1/8 

T/4     

121/z  —     1/4 


93/4 

1V4 

121/z 


71         70         701/z   +  T/2 

3y8       33/4       33/4  —     i/8 


NEW   YORK   BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3  Vi  s46 . 1 027/8  102%  1025/g  —     i/8 

Para.   B'way  3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3V4s47    86 V8     86         86       —     1/2 

RKO  6s41    55        55        55      —  2 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85         85         85         

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram  Picts. 


Sonotone  Corp 1%       1%       1%     

Technicolor    15V8     14i/2     15      —     1/2 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd IOO1/2  104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's   Thea.    Realty   6s    1st   '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45...   71         73 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 66%      


SAFETY|  LLOYDS 

FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Uruguayan  Trade  Treaty 
Doomed;  Chile  Pact  Okay 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Following  virtually 
on  the  heels  of  the  collapse  of  nego- 
tiations between  the  U.  S.  and  Ar- 
gentina for  a  bi-lateral  trade  agree- 
ment involving  films,  the  State  De- 
partment confirms  that  similar  re- 
ciprocal trade  talks  with  Uruguay 
have  broken  down,  dooming  the  pro- 
posed pact. 

Currently  there  is  only  the  Chile- 
U.  S.  remaining  now  to  be  consum- 
mated. Present  list  of  reciprocal 
trade  pacts  between  the  U.  S.  and 
Latin-American  republics  comprises 
the  following:  Costa  Rica,  Ecuador, 
Venezuela,  Cuba,  Haiti,  Brazil,  Hon- 
duras, Colombia,  Guatemala,  Nicara- 
gua and  El  Salvador. 


Santiago  (By  Cable) — Chile  has 
completed  study  of  the  proposed  new 
commercial  agreement  with  the  U. 
S.  Modifications  submitted  bv  the 
American  government  are  declared 
here  to  be  acceptable. 


Publishers  Set  to  Select 

Columbia  Contest  Winners 


Trade  press  publishers  Jack  Ali- 
coate, Maurice  "Red"  Kann,  Charles 
"Chick"  Lewis  and  Martin  Quigley 
will  act  as  judges  today  in  selection 
of  winners  of  Columbia's  nation- 
wide campaign  contest  in  behalf  of 
"Only  Angels  Have  Wings." 

Judging  will  take  place  in  the  Col- 
lege Room  of  the  Hotel  Astor  at  a 
luncheon.  Some  $4,000  in  prizes  will 
be  awarded  to  theater  managers  and 
advertising  men  as  an  incentive  to 
develop  extraordinary  and  unusual 
campaigns  for  the  feature  picture. 
Competition  started  late  in  May, 
1939. 


Grainger  Returns  After 

Five-Week  Trip  to  Coast 

James  R.  Grainger,  Republic's 
president  and  general  manager  in 
charge  of  distribution,  returned  to 
the  home  office  yesterday,  following 
a  five-week  trip  to  the  Coast  during 
which  he  visited  16  of  his  company's 
offices  in  important  keys. 

After  spending1  the  holidays  in 
Hollywood  with  his  family,  Grainger 
left  for  the  East  on  Jan.  2  by  plane, 
making  stopovers  in  Dallas,  New 
Orleans  and  Atlanta. 


Zukor  Here  Tomorrow;  Off 
Friday  With  Hicks  for  S.A. 

Adolnh  Zukor  arrives  tomorrow 
from  the  Coast  and  on  Friday  sails 
with  John  W.  Hicks,  Paramount's 
vice-president,  for  an  extended  sur- 
vey tour  of  South  America.  Stops 
include  Panama,  Buenaventura,  Co- 
lombia; Guayaquil.  Ecuador;  several 
cities  in  Peru,  Valparaiso,  Chile, 
Brazil  and  Argentina.  Mrs.  Hicks 
will  accompany  them  on  the  tour. 
They  are  due  back  in  New  York  on 
March  18. 


N.  Y.  Assembly  Bill  Would 
Ban  Bingo  in  Film  Houses 

Albany — Under  the  provisions  of 
a  bill  introduced  in  the  Assembly  by 
Aaron  F.  Goldstein,  Brooklyn  Demo- 
crat, and  referred  to  the  Codes  Com- 
mittee, Bingo  is  prohibited  unless 
game  is  sponsored  by  charitable, 
educational,  civic,  fraternal,  veter- 
ans' or  religious  organizations.  Per- 
mission therefore  must  be  obtained 
from  police  chief  or  town  clerk  and 
value  of  all  prizes  are  not  to  exceed 
$250  in  any  one  day. 

Class  A  permits  for  one  party 
range  from  $1  to  $50  if  over  750 
seating  capacity;  Class  B  $25  to 
$250  depending  on  capacity.  Un- 
lawful operation  would  be  punish- 
able by  fine,  or  imprisonment.  Class 
B  would  permit  one-day  week  opera- 
tion. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Goldstein 
Bingo  bill  is  only  the  first  proposal. 
Other  legislators  have  different  ideas 
which  they  will  hopper  shortly. 


Newspaper  Women  Sponsor 
Wash.  "Lincoln"  Premiere 


Premiere  of  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois" in  Washington  on  Jan.  22  will 
be  sponsored  by  the  Newspaper  Wo- 
men's Club  of  Washington,  with  Mrs. 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  as  guest  of 
honor.  Representatives  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, judicial,  legislative,  diploma- 
tic and  social  groups  of  the  Capital 
are  scheduled  to  attend  the  opening 
at  the  RKO  Keith  Theater. 

Tickets  for  the  event  will  range  in 
price  from  $2.50  to  $5,  proceeds  to 
go  to  the  club's  charities. 

Following  the  formal  premiere  a 
policy  of  continuous  morning  and 
afternoon  shows,  with  reserved  seats 
at  night  only,  will  be  adopted.  Ad- 
mission charges  will  range  from  55 
cents  for  morning  shows  to  $1.65  top 
at  night. 

Greece's  New  Film  Import 
Measure  Now  in  Effect 


Athens  (By  Cable) — Greece  is  en- 
forcing its  recently  promulgated  law 
affecting  the  importation  of  motion 
pictures.  Under  the  law  the  value 
of  an  imported  film  cannot  exceed 
$750,  including  license,  the  copy  of 
the  film,  the  material  and  the  trans- 
portation charges. 

Payment  is  to  be  effectuated 
through  the  Bank  of  Greece  in  five 
payments  two  months  apart,  the  first 
payment  being  made  for  April  of 
this  year.  Under  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances it  is  permitted  to  remit 
to  the  foreign  distributor,  through 
the  Bank  of  Greece,  the  value  of  the 
copy  alone,  the  value  not  to  surpass 
the  cost  before  the  European  war 
started. 


M-G-M  Buys  "Port  of  Hope" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  M-G-M  has  bought 
"Port  of  Hope"  by  Gina  Kaus  and 
Ladislav  Fodor  from  an  original  idea 
by  Dean  Hartley.  Joseph  Mankie- 
wicz  will  produce.  It  is  scheduled 
for  Robert  Taylor  and  Ilona  Massey 
for  Spring  production. 


cominG  MID  G0IHG 


JULES   LEVY   left   last  night   for   the   Coast. 

DAVID  E.  ROSE  sails  Saturday  on  the  Wash- 
ington  for  Europe. 

SAMUEL  GOLDWYN  returns  to  Hollywood  to- 
day  or   tomorrow   after  brief  stay   here.   , 

H.  M.  RICHEY,  director  of  exhibitor  reV  ,ons 
for  RKO,  returns  today  from  Clarksburg,  West 
Virginia. 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
the  Coast,  and  sails  Friday  for  South  America 
with   JOHN  W.   HICKS  and   MRS.   HICKS. 

WILLIAM  J.  HEINEMAN,  Western  sales  man- 
ager for  Universal,  left  by  plane  yesterday  for 
one-day  visits  at  the  Detroit,  Chicago  and 
Minneapolis   exchanges. 

D.  H.  FINK,  of  the  General  Register  Corp., 
has   returned   to   his  office   in   Chicago. 

INCRID  BERGMAN  arrives  here  Friday  on 
the  Rex,  en  route  to  the  Coast  to  appear  in 
a  forthcoming  Selznick  International  produc- 
tion. 

HARRY  GOLDBERG,  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  for  Warner  theaters,  returns  to  New 
York    today    from    Pittsburgh. 

JANE  WITHERS  has  left  the  Coast  for  a 
six   weeks'   p.a.   tour. 

FRANKIE   DARRO   is  making  p.a.'s   in   Detroit. 

P.  E.  FURBER,  president  of  Trans-Lux,  and 
MRS.  FURBER,  arrive  today  on  the  Santa  Paula 
after  a   vacation   cruise. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  sales  manager  of  Film 
Alliance  of  the  U.  S.,  left  New  York  yesterday 
for  visits  to  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  Detroit, 
Chicago   and   Boston. 

ALEX  A.  AARONS  has  left  for  the  Coast  on 
business. 

ROBERT   ROSS   left   for   Hollywood    last   night. 

C.  L.  CARRINGTON,  Altec  vice-president  and 
general    manager,    is    back    at    his   desk    after    a 


Brandt  Theaters  Restrict 
"Flesh"  to  Two  Locations 

Brandt  Theaters,  which  have 
weighed  the  expansion  of  flesh  shows 
in  their  local  houses  recently,  will 
stand  pat  on  this  type  of  entertain- 
ment in  the  Flatbush,  Brooklyn, 
and  the  Windsor,  Bronx,  during  the 
present  season.  Scales  at  both  the 
Flatbush  and  Windsor  have  been 
advanced  some  50  per  cent  as  the 
result  of  the  installation  of  live  tal- 
ent. 


Wants  Lloyd  Deposition 

Application  was  made  yesterday 
to  the  Federal  Court  for  an  order 
directing  Harold  Lloyd  to  answer 
depositions  in  Los  Angeles  in  the 
suit  of  William  J.  Rapp  and  Lowell 
Brentano  against  Lloyd  and  the  Har- 
old Lloyd  Corp.  Suit  is  for  $75,000 
for  alleged  plagiarism  by  the  film 
"Professor  Beware"  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' play  "Greek  To  You." 
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Doily  P^JETY 


says: 


SUCH 
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"Choice  entertainment.  Can  be  offered  by  showmen  to  any 
clientele  as  guaranteed  amusement.  Its  appeal  lies  in  the  fresh 
handling  given  the  murder  puzzler  situations,  in  the  smart 
quality  of  the  dialog  and  the  pungent  characters.  FOR 
WRITING,  DIRECTION  AND  PLAYING  OF  COMEDY  IT  HAS 
BEEN  MATCHED  BY  FEW  PICTURES  IN  THE  PAST  YEAR." 


It's  gay!  It's  goose-pimply!  It's  grand!  It's  ga-ga! 
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PAT  O'BRIEN 


A L I  & Iv    WAMvCR  pr 

A    TAY    GARNETT    PRODUCTION,    WITH 


EDWARD 

ARNOLD         CRAWFORD      TER! 

Novel  by  F.  G.  Presnell  •  Screenplay  by  Ken  Englund,  John   Lay  and  Robert  Tollman  •  Music  by  W  •  D:r*«sd  by  7oy  Gamatt 
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CONGRATULA- 
TIONS, CARY/ 
THEY  SAY  THE 
PICTURE  IS  A 
TRULY  GREAT 


SUCCESS/ 


n 


Imagine  the  wild  woman 
of  "The  Women11  and  the 
reckless  lover  of  "The 
Awful  Truth"  ganging 
up  on  your  patrons!  It's 
one  of  the  sweetest  com- 
edy set-ups  that'll  come 
your  way  all  season! 


i 


i 


i 


Based  on  a  play  by  BEN  HECHT  and  CHARLES 
MacARTHUR  Screen  play  by  CHARLES  LEDERER 


SAME  TO  YOU. 
ROSAUHV. 


AND  HAVE 

YOU  HEARD 

SHOWMEN  ARE 

CALLING  IT 
THE  VASTEST 


IN  YEARS? 


'    '*»    t    5   ^G>, 


...in  HOWARD  HAWKS' 


with 


RALPH  BELLAMY  *  GENE  LOCKHART  •  Helen  Mack 


HEARINGS  ARE  CLOSED 
ON  RKO  RADIO  REORG. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

C.  Rickaby,  attorney  for  the  Atlas 
group,  stated  at  yesterday's  hearing. 

The  other  remaining  step  neces- 
sary before  termination  of  proceed- 
ings, granting  of  allowances,  will  be 
heard  before  the  end  of  the  month, 
it  was  stated  yesterday.  Applica- 
tions will  shortly  be  filed  and  Judge 
Bondy  will  set  the  matter  down  for 
an  early  hearing. 

It  was  revealed  yesterday  that 
Rockefeller  Center  and  other  credi- 
tors subscribed  to  250,728  shares  of 
new  stock  issued  under  the  under- 
writing agreement  made  with  Atlas 
Corp.  Of  this  number  of  shares, 
Rockefeller  Center  took  up  163,629 
and  the  other  creditors  87,099.  Of 
the  remaining  249,272,  the  American 
Co.,  an  Atlas  subsidiary,  subscribed 
to  77,871  shares.  Atlas  itself  picked 
up  as  unsubscribed  171,401  shares. 
The  compensation  for  Atlas  as  un- 
derwriter, including  the  25  cents 
deducted  from  each  share  which  is 
picked  up,  totaled  the  sum  of  $102,- 
000. 

Atlas  will  pay  $645,816  for  its 
shares  including  those  of  the  Amer- 
ican Co.,  and  the  other  creditors 
will  pay  $752,184,  making  a  total  to 
RKO   of   $1,398,000. 


Independent  Exhibs.  Elects 

Francis  Lydon  President 

Boston — Francis  Lydon,  heretofore 
second  vice-prexy  of  Independent 
Exhibitors,  Inc.,  yesterday  afternoon 
was  elected  president  of  the  Allied 
associates  to  succeed  Nathan  Yamins 
who  was  made  chairman  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee. 

N.  L.  Levenson  was  re-elected  first 
vice-president  and  E.  Harold  Stone- 
man,  treasurer.  Arthur  K.  Howard 
was  named  business  manager  for  an- 
other year.  Wilbur  Peterson  suc- 
ceeds Lydon  as  second  vice-presi- 
dent. 

The  executive  committee  is  com- 
posed of  Edward  Ansin,  Charles  F. 
Hodgdon,  Irving  Isaacs,  Thomas  J. 
McNulty,  W.  H.  McLaughlin,  Daniel 
Murphy,  Morris  Pouzzner,  George 
Ramsdell,  Samuel  Resnik,  Richard 
B.  Rubin,  Philip  Smith  and  William 
Viano. 


Copyright  Bill  Introduced 

Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — A  comprehensive  bill 
which  would  revise  domestic  copy- 
right regulations,  prepared  by  the 
Shotwell  committee,  was  introduced 
in  the  Senate  yesterday  by  Senator 
Elbert  Thomas  of  Utah  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  patents.  The 
bill,  of  keen  interest  to  the  film  in- 
dustry, is  designed  to  prepare 
domestic  copyright  statutes  to  con- 
form with  provisions  of  the  Interna- 
tional Copyright  Convention. 


THOU  SHALT; 

NOT     rM 
KILL" 


Charles  BICKFORD 

OWEN  DAVIS,  JR.  •  DORIS  DAY  •  PAUL  GUILFOYLE 

A  Republic  Picture 


DAILY 


"REVieWS* 

"Emergency  Squad" 

with    William    Henry,   Louise   Campbell, 
Richard     Denning 
Paramount  60   Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
LIVELY   MELODRAMA    BASED   ON   AC- 
TIVITIES OF  POLICE  EMERGENCY  SQUAD 
OKAY  FOR  FAMILY  AUDIENCES. 

The  activities  of  a  police  emergency  squad 
provides  the  background  for  the  action  in 
this  Paramount  offering.  Cave-ins,  ex- 
plosions and  fires  are  among  the  dangers 
faced  by  the  members  of  the  organization, 
with  William  Henry  as  a  rookie,  playing  the 
role  of  Denning's  brother,  Joseph  Marston, 
is  a  hard-boiled  officer  of  the  squad,  Louise 
Campbell  enacts  the  part  of  a  hard-working, 
ambitious  reporter,  with  whom  Denning  falls 
in  love.  John  Miljan  is  an  unscrupulous 
tunnel  builder,  who  uses  Anthony  Quinn, 
an  underworld  leader,  to  carry  out  his  plans. 
Joseph  Crehan  completes  the  cast  as  a  man- 
aging editor,  who  gives  Louise  her  first 
newspaper  job.  Boots  and  Saddles,  well 
trained  dogs,  do  excellent  work.  Director, 
Edward  Dmytryk  kept  things  moving  nicely, 
while  Stuart  Walker  served  as  associate 
producer.  Miljan,  whose  low  bid  for  build- 
ing the  Newford  tunnel,  is  causing  him  to 
lose  a  lot  of  money,  has  mysterious  blasts 
set  off  in  an  attempt  to  frighten  stock- 
holders into  selling  their  tunnel  stock  at 
ridiculously  low  prices.  Miijan's  plan  is 
to  buy  up  the  stock.  Believing  that  Louise's 
publicity  will  help  their  plans,  Miljan  and 
Quinn  take  her  on  a  trip  to  the  tunnel. 
Their  l.ves  are  threatened  when  an  ex- 
plosion occurs,  but  Louise  gets  the  evidence 
that  sends  Miljan  and  Quinn  to  prison. 

CAST:  William  Henry,  Louise  Campbell, 
Richard  Denn.ng,  Robert  Paige,  Anthony 
Quinn,  John  Miljan,  Joseph  Marston,  Joseph 
Crehan. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Stuart 
Walker;  Director,  Edward  Dmytryk;  Au- 
thors, Robert  Musel,  Michael  Raymond; 
Screenplay,  Garnett  Weston,  Stuart  Palmer; 
Cameraman,  Stuart  Thompson;  Art  Direc- 
tors, Hans  Dreier,  Franz  Bachelin;  Editor, 
Everett  Douglas;  Sound,  Charles  Hisserich 
and  Glenn  Rominger. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Closed  Shop  at  Studios 

for  Technicolor  Operators 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Studio  Projectionists 
Local  165  has  signed  a  new  agree- 
ment by  which  projectionists  at 
Technicolor  plants  get  a  closed  shop, 
improved  conditions  and  wage  ad- 
vancement as  of  Jan.  1.  Pact  was 
negotiated  by  Richard  Watson,  new- 
ly elected  business  manager  of  the 
local,  and  Gerald  Rackett,  vice-prexy 
of  Technicolor. 


Revive  Film  Festival 

American  film  companies  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  International  Film 
Festival  which  the  French  Ministry 
of  Fine  Arts  now  proposes  to  re- 
vive at  Cannes  March  1.  Festival  was 
originally  planned  for  last  Septem- 
ber. 
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PHILADELPHIA  ALLIED 
RENAMES  SAMUELSON 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Harry  Chertcoff,  Gregory,  and,  ex- 
officio,  Fertel. 

For  the  Philadelphia  area  C>«-les 
Stiefel,  Harry  Perelman,  and^  |eg- 
ory  were  re-elected  to  the  board  of 
governors,  and,  for  the  upstaters, 
Chertcoff  and  George  Ickes  were 
elected  for  three-year  terms.  Thomas 
Lazarick  was  named  to  the  board  for 
one  year.  As  alternates  on  the 
board,  Norman  Lewis,  Max  Korr, 
and  Dave  Segal  were  named. 

At  the  meeting,  which  was  an  all- 
day  session,  reports  were  read  and 
plans  for  activity  during  the  year 
were  formulated. 


Thomson  Coming  to  N.  Y. 
on  AGVA  Organization  Plan 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  go  to  New  York  for  10  days  of 
conferences  to  consider  organization 
plans  for  AGVA.  After  ill  health 
forced  resignation  of  Dorothy  Bryant 
as  executive  secretary  of  AGVA, 
Thomson  was  asked,  in  his  capacity 
of  international  vice-president  of 
the  AAAA,  to  take  charge  of  AGVA 
during  a  period  for  completion  of 
organization. 

However,  the  Guild  board  of  direc- 
tors merely  authorized  Thomson  to 
confer  on  the  AGVA  situation  in 
New  York  and  then  report  to  his 
headquarters  in  Hollywood. 

While  in  New  York,  Thomson  will 
discuss  with  leaders  of  other  per- 
formers' unions  long-pending  and 
now  culminating  plans  for.  reor- 
ganization of  all  of  actors'  guilds 
into  "one  big  union."  Thomson 
leaves  for  New  York  as  soon  as  he 
can  dispose  of  pending  Guild  busi- 
ness in  Hollywood. 


f 


Jules  Levy  Leaves  to  Make 
First  Pic  for  "U"  Release 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Universal  release.  First  feature  is 
to  be  "The  Boys  from  Syracuse," 
which  as  previously  announced,  will 
star  the  Ritz  Brothers  who  will  be 
surrounded  by  additional  star  names. 


Decree  Permits  Sunday  Pix 

Anniston,  Ala. — Three  local  pix  the- 
aters, closed  on  Sunday  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  since  1935,  reopened  by 
decree  of  Circuit  Judge  R.  B.  Carr 
in  a  declaratory  judgment  suit 
brought  against  the  city  by  the  com- 
pany operating  the  picture  houses. 

15  Terrytoons  In  Color 

Increase  to  15  in  the  number  of 
Technicolor  Terrytoons  Paul  Terry 
will  deliver  to  20th-Fox  for  distribu- 
tion next  season  is  expected,  with 
total  of  26  to  be  made. 

Bailey  Funeral  Today 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  will 
be  held  here  today  for  George  E. 
Bailey,  57,  pioneer  exhib.  and  vet- 
eran news  cameraman.  His  widow 
survives. 
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FWG-PACIFICTHEATERS 
I  DEAL  DISCUSSED  HERE 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
involved   which   were   being   studied 
by  the  companies'  lawyers. 

If.r'e  deal  goes  through  the  El 
Rey  L_j  Lido  theaters,  Los  Angeles, 
the  Strand,  Redondo  Beach,  and  the 
LaMar,  Manhattan  Beach,  would  be- 
come FWC  property.  It  is  expected 
'that  operating  companies  will  be  set 
'up  with  a  capitalization  of  approxi- 
mately $275,000  to  take  over  the 
'theaters.  Pacific  States  is  operated 
by  Adolph  Ramish. 

Skouras,  who  plans  to  stay  here 
a  couple  of  weeks,  was  optimistic 
about  theater  business  on  the  Coast, 
reporting  that  a  strong  upward 
surge  had  started  around  the  Christ- 
mas holidays  which  was  still  in  evi- 
Idence  at  the  box-office. 


Rocky  Mt.  Film-Theater 

Men  to  Meet  In  March 


Denver — Plans  for  a  get-together 
for  the  film  and  theater  men  of  the 
region  were  discussed  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Screen  club.  Dates  suggested  were 
March  29-30,  with  trade  screenings 
and  a  banquet  to  be  the  main  at- 
tractions. It  was  also  suggested  the 
club  affiliate  with  the  naitonal  Var- 
iety clubs  but  this  move  was  de- 
ferred to  some  later  date. 

Officers  elected  include  Frank  H. 
(Rick)  Ricketson,  head  of  Fox  In- 
termountain  theaters,  as  president; 
Earl  Collins,  1st  vice-president; 
Harry  Graham,  2nd  vice-president; 
Henry  A.  Friedel,  treasurer;  Ross 
Bluck,  secretary,  and  Albert  J. 
Gould,  counsel.  Besides  Ricketson, 
Collins,  Graham,  Friedel  and  Bluck 
the  board  of  directors  consists  of 
Wm.  Agren,  A.  P.  Archer,  J.  H. 
Ashby,  E.  P.  (Buzz)  Briggs,  Frank 
Culp,  Charles  R.  Gilmour  and  R.  J. 
Morrison. 


Bette    Davis   Honored 

Bette  Davis,  actress,  and  Margaret 
Webster,  actress-director-producer, 
are  among  the  10  outstanding  women 
of  the  year  as  picked  by  Durward 
Howes,  editor  of  American  Women, 
biographical  dictionary. 


Best  wishes  from  THE    FILM   DAILY 

to   the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  10 

Douglas   MacLean 

Francis    X.    Bushman 

Pauline  Starke 

Dan    Silbert 


Si 


with  PHIL  M.  DALTi 


•  •      •     IN  military  strategy the  element  of  surprise  is  a  major 

factor What  more  natural,  then,  than  that  Warners mapping 

their    extensive and    aggressive    campaign    for    the    martial 

"The    Fighting    69th" appraised    as    a    potential    box    office    smash 

should  bear  that  in  mind? At  any  rate that's  the  line 

adopted   by Charlie   Einfeld,   Mort    Blumenstock,    et    al,    and 

you    may    expect    interesting    developments on    the    Warner    front 

from    now    on Yep,    we    know but    whoinhell    are    we 

to   spoil   a   surprise,    anyway? This   much   we   can   tell   you 

....  Jack   L.  Warner  and   Pat   O'Brien,   who   plays   Father   Duffy   in   the 

picture arrive  in  New  York  on  the  22nd And  James  Cagney, 

too,  will  come  on  from  the  Coast All  three  will  attend  the   69th's 

dinner at   the   Waldorf-Astoria   on   Jan.   24 when   the   picture 

will  be   previewed before   one   of   the   most   distinguished   military 

audiences this   city  has   ever  known The   dinner  incidentally 

will   be    linked with   others   in    many    cities Chicago,    Mont- 
gomery,   Cleveland,    Youngstown    and    Detroit,    among    them Take 

our  word  for  it the  next  morning  will  find  "The  Fighting  69th".  .  .  . 

on  page  one  across  the  continent 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THESE  many  years the  institutional  Scripps- 

Howard  newspapers have  been  hurling  a  slogan  at  readers 

"Give  light,  and  the  people  will  find  their  own  way" 

Now  out  in  Chicago the  Paramount  clan  has  been  going 

Scripps -Howard   one    better via    giving   newspaper    editors, 

who  handle  film  news,  a  lamp The   base,   we're  told,  is   a 

replica   of  "Snitch" one   of  the   characters   in   "Gulliver's 

Travels" The  lamp  has  "proved  popular  with  the  newsmen," 

asserts  our  informant Yeh,  but  wouldn't  it  have  been  more 

appropriate  to  have  given  the  lamp-figure  of  "Snitch"  to  some  of 

the  contemporary  newspaper  columists who  love  to  tell  tales 

out  of  school? 

T  T  T 

•  '  •      •     COLONEL   Pat  Powers former   "U"   exec and 

pioneer   in  film  sound has   accepted  chairmanship   of  the   Motion 

Picture  and  Theatrical  Division  of  the  American  Defense  Society 

which  is   the  preparedness  org.  of  which  the  late  President  Theodore 

Roosevelt  was  prexy  at  the  time  of  his  death Colonel  Pat  avers 

he'll  commence  pronto  to  form  a  representative  committee to  include 

all  branches  of  the  pix  industry since  latter,  plus  the  stage,  offer 

an  effective  medium  for  presentation  of  facts re  inadequate  defense 

Speaking   of   national   defense 'tis   timely   to   note   that    the 

Phelps-Dodge   Copper   Products   Corp is    showing    throughout    the 

country   before    engineering   groups   and   utility   employe    organizations 

a  most  interesting  industrial  film illustrating  the   processes 

involved  in  copper  mining,   smelting  and  fabrication To   America 

it  represents  an  industry  which  takes  a  large  part in  the  essential 

work  of  national  defense  and  peacetime  progress Perhaps  this  info 

will  be  of  service  to  Colonel  Pat  Powers and  filmland  generally. 

T  T  T 

O     •     •     TOMORROW all  trails   lead  at  the   lunch  hour 

locally to  Stouffer's  restaurant for  the  gala  Ampa  lunch- 
eon meetin' to  be  run  by  the  new  bloods who  'tis  avowed 

are  gonna  take  both  Ampa  and  the  pix  industry  for  a  gentle 

junket which  the  boys  contend  is  synonymous  with  a  "li'l 

ride" 


«      «      « 
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NEW  STUDIO  STRIKE 
AVERTED  AT  CONFAB 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

senting  the  producers  and  the  IATSE 
would  gather  the  facts  involved  in 
jurisdiction  and  working  conditions 
and  report  back  to  their  respective 
groups.  Bioff  announced  that  the 
producers  agreed  to  enforce  jurisdic- 
tion and  working  conditions  of  the 
locals  100  per  cent  and  that,  starting 
today,  the  locals  would  file  schedules 
of  their  jurisdiction  and  working 
conditions  with  Pat  Casey  and  Fred 
Pelton  who  will  constitute  the  pro- 
ducers' committee,  and  that,  in  turn, 
Casey  and  Pelton  will  send  formal 
notices  to  all  producers  detailing 
their  jurisdiction  and  working  con- 
ditions. 

The  session  yesterday  followed 
threats  of  Bioff  to  call  a  new  strike. 
His  letter  to  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
AMPP  president,  had  stated  that  on 
Jan.  3  the  producers  had  rejected  a 
proposed  conference  to  consider 
working  conditions.  His  letter  de- 
manded such  a  meeting  and  said: 
"If  this  meeting  is  not  arranged  I 
am  authorized  to  order  such  eco- 
nomic action  by  the  unions  I  repre- 
sent as  deemed  advisable." 

The  IA  had  charged  that  the  pro- 
ducers had  chiseled  on  the  10  per 
cent  wage  increase  by  using  lower 
paid  workers  in  jobs  formerly  per- 
formed by  men  in  higher  paid  classi- 
fications. It  also  charged  other 
abuses. 


Ask  for  Time  in  Gary  Case; 
More  Stadium  Settlements? 


Chicago  —  Defense  attorneys  in 
the  Gary  theater  case  will  appear  be- 
fore Judge  Holly's  Federal  Court 
today  and  ask  for  more  time  to  pre- 
part  their  case. 

Negotiations  continue  in  the  sta- 
dium Theater,  Evanston,  case  for 
settlement  with  four  companies  not 
included  in  the  M-G-M  and  20th- 
Fox  compact.  Attorneys  hope  for 
early  agreements. 


"Folies  Bergere"  Pro  Night 

Clifford  C.  Fischer  has  designated 
the  9  o'clock  performance  of  the 
"Folies  Bergere"  at  the  Broadway 
Theater  next  Sunday  night,  the  14th, 
as  "Professional  Night"  which  wili 
be  attended  by  stars  and  cast  of 
most  of  the  current  attractions. 


Veteran  Attache  Dead 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. — Mrs.  Lucy  E. 
Staples,  65,  an  employe  at  the  Co- 
lonial Theater  here  for  the  past  21 
years,  is  dead. 


Attention,  Sailors 

Exhibitors  visiting  in  Miami  have  a 
standing  invitation  to  be  guests  on  board 
J.  Don  Alexander's  yacht,  the  "Fifty- 
Fifty."  The  president  of  the  Alexander 
Film  Co.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  are  play- 
ing hosts  at  the  Royal  Palm  Yacht 
Basin.  Adolph  Haas,  his  assistant,  ar- 
rives   in    Miami    today    from    New    York. 
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CLEARANCE  SOLUTION 
IS  MAJOR  PROBLEM 
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"many  independent  exhibitors  will 
not  find  the  promised  land  they  ex- 
pected, for  if  they  feel  that  only  the 
fact  that  they  charge  a  high  ad- 
mission will  entitle  them  to  an  earlier 
run,  some  are  going  to  be  quite  dis- 
concerted to  find  that  there  are  prob- 
ably 100  entirely  parallel  situations, 
which,  while  charging  as  propor- 
tionate a  price  for  the  same  clear- 
ance as  the  others,  are  making  a 
good  profit  and  yet  paying  three  and 
four  times  the  film  rental.  Efficient 
operation  of  theaters  will  always  be 
a  factor  in  these  equations." 

In  the  minds  of  many,  Richey  de- 
clared, the  picture  business  will  be 
a  Utopia  when  the  Government  wins 
its  equity  suit;  others  look  to  the 
Neely  Bill  as  their  salvation;  still 
others  believe  that  some  type  of  ar- 
bitration is  the  solution  to  the  in- 
dustry's problems. 

"Everyone  agrees,"  he  said,  "that 
unfair  clearance  should  not  be  per- 
mitted. The  clearance  in  many  in- 
stances is  the  product  of  selfishness 
and  has  no  economic  justification  as 
has  been  shown  many  times.  It 
affects  not  only  the  independent 
theater  owners,  but  the  producer  as 
well.  For,  where  the  producer  is 
forced,  because  an  independent  cir- 
cuit or  an  affiliated  circuit  controls 
the  town,  to  extended  clearance  that 
kills  the  value  of  the  picture  subse- 
quently without  getting  for  that 
clearance  a  price  consistent  with 
other  like  communities,  the  pro- 
ducer and  distributor,  themselves, 
take  a  definite  economic  loss." 

Whether  a  code  is  adopted  or  not, 
Richey  said,  the  majority  of  exhibi- 
tors want  arbitration  machinery  to 
settle  their  differences.  Pointing  out 
that  several  exhibitor  associations 
have  voiced  their  desires  for  a  plan, 
Richey  said  he  believed  that  1940 
would  see  the  establishment  of  an 
arbitration   system. 

Fifty-five  exhibitors  and  other 
members  of  the  motion  picture  in- 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Allentown,  Pa. — Marriage  of  Dor- 
othy Page,  actress,  to  Frederick  D. 
Leuschner,  NBC  counsel,  on  Dec. 
20  at  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  is  announced 
by  the  bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Levi   Stofflet  of  Northampton. 

Cleveland — Bob  Cox  of  Warners' 
Hippodrome  Theater  and  president 
of  the  Warner  Club  here,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Beatrice  Heinz,  Hippo- 
drome cashier. 


Cincinnati — Warner's  Mary  Rob- 
inson has  announced  her  engagement 
to  Miles  Hoffman. 

Bridgeport — Engagement  of  Mich- 
ael Balog  of  the  Liberty  Theater 
to  Pauline  Nowa  is  announced. 


Darryl  Zanuch  Accepts  Chairmanship 

of  Motion  Picture  Academy  Research  Council 

West   Coast  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Darryl    F.    Zanuck    will    direct    the    co-operative    technical    program    of 

the    M.    P.    Academy's    Research    Council    during    1940,    having    accepted    appointment 

as   chairman   of   the   Council. 

He  will  represent  reproducing  companies   in  directing  the  Council's  efforts  to  raise 

efficiency,    lower   costs   and    improve   sound    and    picture   quality    throughout    the   world. 

The     Council's     proposed     expanded     activities    encompass    the    fields     of     photography, 

laboratory    processing,    sound    recording,    motion    picture    optics    and    sound    and   picture 

projection    in    the    theater. 


GN  in  Liquidation  Today; 

Dept.  Personnel  Leaving 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
is  not  known,  although  it  is  reported 
that  certain  individuals  have,  or  will, 
make  bids. 

E.  W.  Hammons,  president,  will 
retain  an  office  in  the  Associated 
Press  Bldg.,  but  other  departments 
are  slated  to  cease  functioning  to- 
day, with  all  remaining  personnel 
leaving. 

Meanwhile,  Hammons  is  reported 
to  be  laying  plans  for  the  resump- 
tion of  short  subject  production  un- 
der the  Educational  banner.  Nego- 
tiations will  start  shortly  for  major 
company  release. 


Lefkowitz  Heads  Three 

Merged  Warner  Branches 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Lefkowitz,  formerly  office  manager 
for  these  exchanges,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  branch  manager  of  the 
new  office  which  will  be  known  as 
the  New  York  Metropolitan  Ex- 
change.          

Retsama  Stars  Mae  Murray 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Production  will  start 
tomorrow  on  Retsama's  initial  pro- 
duction, "Chocolate"  based  upon  the 
novel  by  Tarasov-Rodinov.  Picture 
will  star  Mae  Murrav  and  will  be 
directed  by  Henry  Bellous,  who  has 
signed  Miss  Murray  to  a  contract. 


dustry  attended  the  meeting:.  Rich- 
ard D.  Marks,  president,  presided. 

The  following:  committees  for  the 
coming  year  were  appointed:  Legis- 
lation, Claude  Robinson,  chairman, 
George  Sallows,  Nick  Anas.  R.  J. 
Hiehle  and  C.  S.  Musser;  Public  Re- 
lations, S.  A.  Peters,  chairman; 
Membership.  George  Canps,  chair- 
man; Entertainment  and  Convention, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Church,  chairman,  S.  A. 
Peters,  co-chairman. 

William  O'Brien.  Pittsburgh  dis- 
trict manager,  spoke  on  the  meaning 
of  Aseap. 

Exhibs.  present  took  a  keen  inter- 
est in  the  discussion  on  unfair 
16  mm.  and  radio  competition. 

Richard  Marks  and  R.  J.  Heihle 
will  attend  the  national  Allied  board 
meeting. 

Election  of  three  additional  mem- 
bers to  the  board  of  directors  and 
of  a  new  secretary  were  tabled  until 
the  Snring  meeting:.  Meantime,  Gar- 
land West,  appointed  acting:  secre- 
tarv  of  the  organization,  discussed 
making:  a  concentrated  effort  to  pass 
the  Neelv  bill.  An  old  fashioned 
dinner  followed  the  business  session 
in  the  dining  room  of  the  hotel  with 
76   in    attendance. 


Newhouse  Papers  Open 

Attack  on  Neely  Bill 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

target  for  a  blistering  editorial  at- 
tack. 

Newhouse,  in  addition  to  the 
Newark  daily,  is  interested  in  the 
Syracuse  Herald-Journal,  the  Long 
Island  Press,  the  Long  Island  Star- 
Journal  and  the  Staten  Island  Ad- 
vance. 

Editorial,  "How  to  Kill  Movies," 
is  written  "for  the  likes  of  the  fel- 
low from  Cider  Corners"  who,  the 
editorial  says,  "detests  the  pitchers 
and  gets  quite  boiled  up  about  the 
thought  of  his  kinfolk  sneaking  in  a 
show  when  he's  got  his  back  turned." 
Best  way  to  keep  the  folks  away 
from  the  movies  the  editorial 
affirms,  is  to  pass  the  Neely  bill. 

"This  bill,"  it  is  stated,  "would 
take  the  movie  industry,  turn  it  in- 
side out,  stand  it  on  its  head,  kick 
it  in  the  belly  and  whirl  it  around 
on  its  nose.  And  it  would,  in  all 
probability,  create  a  heavily-staffed 
new  government  commission  to  do 
all  of  that  and  perhaps  more.  We 
are  almost  willing  to  guarantee  that 
this  measure  would  turn  Hollywood 
into  a  reformed  corpse  in  record 
time." 

Picturing  the  effect  of  the  Neely 
bill  on  the  industry,  the  editorial 
adds,  "It  means  that  pictures  would 
become  duller  and  duller,  until  the 
Grouch  from  Cider  Corners  wouldn't 
be  able  to  drive  his  grandson  to  a 
picture   show  even  with  blows." 

"Information  Please"  May 

Play  in  7,500  Theaters 

At  the  present  rate  of  selling,  "In- 
formation, Please"  screen  series, 
based  on  the  radio  program,  is  ex- 
pected to  reach  about  7,500  theaters, 
according  to  Harry  Michalson, 
RKO's  short  subiect  sales  manager, 
who  said  yesterday  that  the  series 
was  playing  in  almost  every  inde- 
pendent situation  as  well  as  a  ma- 
iority  of  the  major  circuits.  Only 
four  issues  have  been  released  to 
date  but  it  is  developing  into  one 
of  the  most  popular  short  subjects 
on  the  screen,  he  said. 


P.  B.  Haber  Dead 

Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. — P.  B.  Haber. 
84,  retired  theater  manager,  is  dead 
here.  Faber  for  32  years  managed 
the  city's  leading  theaters,  includ- 
ing the  old  Amory  Opera  House, 
the  Crescent  Opera  House  and  the 
Henry  Boyle  theater,  now  the  Gar- 
rick.     He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 


LOW-COST  'BOOSTERS' 
TO  SPEED  TELE  TESTS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

almost  direct  line,  with  power  turned 
on  from  a  central  point,  and.  pro- 
grams picked  up  at  set  inte^-.'S  of 
from  30  to  50  miles.  Relays  will 
operate  on  500  megacycles. 


Special  50-Minute  Telecast 
for  Bulova  Sales  Convention 

Utilizing  the  NBC  television  fa- 
cilities, sales  staff  of  Bulova,  in 
convention  in  New  York  City,  yes- 
terday witnessed  a  50-minute  spe- 
cial telecast  designed  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  new  line,  the  adver- 
tising campaign  to  be  used,  and  the 
sales  talk  to  be  used  in  selling  lo- 
cal accounts.  The  first  all-commer- 
cial show  of  its  kind,  the  telecast 
was  not  sent  out  on  the  regular 
channels,  but  telecasts  from  the  reg- 
ular tele  studio  in  Radio  City  to  the 
board  room  where  the  convention 
witnessed  the  demonstration. 

Handled  by  the  regular  television 
staff,  the  program  was  emceed  by 
Milton  Biow,  head  of  the  advertis- 
ing agency  handling  the  Bulova  ac- 
count, and  included  motion  pictures, 
visual  chart  work,  and  dramatic 
presentations  designed  to  show  sales 
power  of  the  product.  Worked  out 
to  minute  detail,  the  show  utilized 
a  combination  Walt  Disney-Milt 
Gross  mechanical  model  of  a  clock 
factory,  switched  to  a  motion  pic- 
ture of  the  various  industries  utiliz- 
ing timepieces  to  regulate  produc- 
tion, then  brought  home  the  sales 
talk  with  special  charts,  short  dra- 
matizations and  concluded  with  the 
telecast  of  the  radio  advertising  cam- 
paign. 


Milwaukee — William  Pierce,  man- 
ager of  Warner-Saxe's  Savoy  the- 
ater here  is  the  proud  daddy  of 
Sigrid  Carla,  6%  pound  baby  girl. 

Massilon,  O.  —  First  1940  baby 
born  in  Massilon  was  delivered  on 
the  stroke  of  twelve  o'clock  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Irving  Solomon.  The  new 
arrival  is  a  boy  named  Richard.  His 
father  is  manager  of  Warners'  Lin- 
coln Theater. 


Cleveland — Joe  Lissauer,  associ- 
ated with  W.  N.  Skirball  in  the 
operation  of  the  Ellaness  circuit  of 
theaters  throughout  Ohio,  is  the 
father  of  a  son  born  to  his  wife  at 
St.  Luke's  Hospital.  The  young  man 
has  been  named  Richard  and  is  a 
companion  piece  to  his  two-year-old 
brother,    Charles    William. 


Buffalo  —  Altec  Inspector  George 
H.  Miller,  of  the  Buffalo  area,  is 
the  proud  pappy  of  a  baby  girl. 
Mary   Ann  Miller. 
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Depinet  Defends  and  Roosevelt  Attacks  Block-Booking 

U.S.  CONSENT  DECREE  STAND  FINDS  MAMS  COOL 

Arbitration  of  Local  306'sWage  Demands  to  Resume 


Counsel    for    Major    Circuits 

and  Union  Agree  Upon 

Stipulations 

Meeting  of  the  arbitration  board 
sitting  on  the  demands  of  Local  306, 
projectionists  union,  for  an  increase 
of  wage  scales  in  the  New  York 
circuits  will  be  resumed  today,  it 
was  learned  last  night.  Continua- 
tion of  the  meetings  follows  an 
agreement  on  stipulations  by  attor- 
neys for  the  circuits  and  the  union 
on  several  points  to  be  arbitrated. 

Prof.  Milton  J.  Handler,  of  Co- 
lumbia, neutral  arbitrator,  C.  C. 
Moskowitz,  Loew's,  Major  Leslie  E. 
Thompson,  RKO,  Joseph  D.  Basson, 
president  of  306,  and   Bert  Popkin, 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 

ASSAIL  PROVISIONS 
OF  COPYRIGHT  BILL 


Washington    Bureau   of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Definition  of  author 
in  the  newly  introduced  copyright 
measure  faces  opposition  from  the 
motion  picture  industry,  according 
to  a  supplementary  note  accompany- 
ing the  letter  of  transmission  from 
the  National  Committee  of  the  U.  S. 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 

Sam  Sax  Resigns  After 

12  Years  with  Warner  Bros. 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — Sam  Sax,  for  the  past 
12  years  with  Warner  Bros.,  has  re- 
l   signed.     Prior  to  going  abroad  two 
years   ago  to  head  Warner  produc- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


!  French  Gov't  May  Protect 
Movietone  News  "Scoops" 

Paris  (By  Cable) — Following  con- 
ferences here  during  the  past  two 
weeks  between  executives  of  Fox 
Movietone  News,  headed  by  Truman 
Talley,  and  Government  officials, 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 


Restoration  of  KentucUy's  Tax  That  Cost 

More  Than  it  Netted  Under  Consideration 

Frankfort,  Ky. — Restoration  of  occupational  taxes  on  theaters  and  other  establish- 
ments is  proposed  in  a  bill  submitted  by  the  Governor's  Legislative  Council  for  action 
during  the  current  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky.  The  tax  was  put  on  two  years 
ago,  but  later  was  rescinded  because  the  expense  of  collecting  the  tax  exceeded  the 
amount   collected. 


PLAGE  PICKWICK  CASE 
DATA  BEFORE  JACKSON 


The  Pickwick  Theater  clearance 
situation  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  was 
among  the  first  motion  picture  cases 
to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Attorney  General-designate,  Robert 
Jackson,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 
Jackson  was  said  to  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  Greenwich  con- 
troversy   by    Special    Assistant    At- 

{Continued  on  Page  8) 

N.  Y.  Film  Board  of  Trade 
Names  Jack  Bowen  as  Prexy 


Jack  Bowen,  M-G-M's  New  York 
branch  manager,  yesterday  was 
electde  president  of  the  New  York 
Film  Board  of  Trade,  succeeding 
Harry  Hummel.  Bowen  formerly 
was  treasurer  of  the  board.     Myron 

{Continued  on  Page   8) 


SALE  OF  GN'S  ASSETS 
IN  BULK  IS  OBJECTIVE 


Sale  of  the  personal  property  and 
fixtures  of  Grand  National  Pictures 
will  take  place  at  auction  on  Jan.  15, 
Harry  Fromberg,  newly  appointed 
trustee,  stated  yesterday. 

The  auction  will  be  held  pursuant 
to  an  order  of  Referee  Peter  B.  01- 
ney,  Jr.,  which  authorizes  a  sale  on 
five-day  notice  to  creditors. 

Sale,  however,  will  not  include  as- 

{Continued  on  Page  8) 

Subpoenas  Served  on  Philly 
Exchange  Men  in  Fried  Suit 

Philadelphia  —  Subpoena  was 
served  on  local  exchange  men  yes- 
terday in  Harry  Fried's  anti-trust 
suit  against  Stanley- Warner  and 
seven  majors.    This  is  taken  to  indi- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Non-Legislative  Block-Booking    Cure 
Urged  as  Roosevelt  Debates  Depinet 


GWTW  Costume  Caravan 

as  Exploitation   Feature 

Metro,  as  part  of  its  exploitation 
campaign  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind," 
will  send  a  display  of  original  cos- 
tumes used  in  the  pix  as  well  as 
artists'  sketches  and  designs  from 
which  they  were  created  on  a  nation- 
wide, six  months'  tour,  the  company's 
American   and   Canadian  field   reps. 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


James  Roosevelt  favors  the 
abolishment  of  block-booking  and 
Ned  Depinet  defends  the  practice  in 
a  written  debate  appearing  in  the 
January  issue  of  The  Rotarian,  na- 
tional organ  of  Rotary  Clubs.  Merits 
and  demerits  of  the  Neely  Bill  are 
referred  to  by  neither  writer,  each 
focusing  his  attention  on  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  block-booking  is 
right  or  wrong. 

Under  the  title  of  "Abolish  Block- 

{Continned  on  Page  8) 


Equity  Suit   Defense   Said   to 

Have  No  Thought  of 

Compromise 

Thurman  Arnold's  statement  to 
the  effect  that  defendants  in  the 
Government's  equity  suit  against  the 
majors  must  ask  for  a  consent 
decree  if  there  is  to  be  a  compro- 
mise of  the  anti-trust  litigation  has 
had  slight  effect  on  the  majors,  a 
checkup  reveals. 

While  some  top  executives  of 
major  companies  appear  to  be  "on 
the  fence"  as  to  the  advisability  of 
taking  the  case  to  trial,  the  majority 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  courts 
should  decide  once  and  for  all  the 
legality  of  industry  operations. 

An  attorney  for  one  major  com- 
pany declared  yesterday  the  indus- 
try as  a  whole  has  "no  intentions  of 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


WEEKS  WILL  PRODUCE 
EIGHT  FOR  MONOGRAM 


George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram 
general  sales  manager,  is  resigning 
his  post,  effective  March  1,  to  enter 
the  production  field.  Under  a  deal 
approved  by  the  company's  board  of 
directors  on  Tuesday,  Weeks  will 
produce    eight    features    for    Mono- 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 

Hear  "Pinocchio"  May  Play 
Center  Theater  Engagement 

Walt  Disney's  "Pinocchio,"  when 
released  by  RKO  in  February,  may 
go  into  the  Center  Theater,  it  was 
reported  last  night.    It  was  expected 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 

GWTW  in  Third  Week  Does 
Total  Gross  of  $328,400 

"Take"  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
in  its  third  week  in  the  first  seven 
first-run  key  cities  to  play  the  pix 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Mnoncin  l 

NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 

High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 10V4     101/4     10V4  —     Va 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)    75/8       71/z       7%   +     % 
Columbia   Picts.  pfd..   21 1/2     20y8     2iy2   +     V4 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd 

East.    Kodak     164i/2  163%  164       —     l/2 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 13         12%     13       —     Va 

Loew's,  Inc 36         35%     35%  —     V<t 

do    pfd 

Paramount      7%       7l/2       7%     

Paramount  1st  pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd 

Pathe    Film    9%      9%       9%  —     Va 

RKO    1%       HA       1%   +     Va 

20th    Century-Fox    ..    12%     12i/2     12%   +     1/4 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 70i/2     70        70l/2     

Warner  Bros 3%       3%       3%     

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK   BOND    MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.102       102       102      —     % 

Loew's    deb.    3i/js46.1023A  102S/g  102%     

Para.   B'way   3s55...   50         50         50+2 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 i/4s47    86i/2     86         86 1/2   +     Vl 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85         843/4     85         

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1        15-16       1        -f     V* 

Sonotone  Corp 1%       1%       1%     

Technicolor    14%     14%     14  Vi  —     Vl 

Trans-Lux     1  Va       1  Va       1  Va  —     Va 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...     31/8       3  314  -f-     Va 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd lOO'/i   104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..   71 i/2     73'/2 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 661/4     67% 


SAFETY!  LLOYDS 

FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Chicago  —  Columbia's  divisional 
sales  meeting,  the  second  of  a  cur- 
rent schedule  set  nationally,  will  con- 
vene in  the  Blackstone  Hotel  here 
on  Saturday  and  conclude  on  Sunday, 
with  delegates  numbering  some  50 
from  the  Midwestern  and  Central 
Divisions,  of  which  Phil  Dunas  and 
Carl  Shalit  are  the  division  manag- 
ers respectively. 

A.  Montague,  general  sales  man- 
ager will  preside  at  the  sessions, 
and  will  arrive  here  on  Saturday 
morning  from  New  York,  accompan- 
ied by  Rube  Jackter,  Max  Weisfeldt, 
Leo  Jaffe,  George  Josephs,  Hank 
Kaufman  and  Maurice  Grad,  all  of 
the  home  office. 

Following  exchanges  will  be  rep- 
resented,— Chicago,  Detroit,  Milwau- 
kee, Des  Moines,  Minneapolis,  Kan- 
sas City  and  St.  Louis.  Branch 
managers  slated  to  attend  are  Phil 
Dunas,  Carl  Shalit,  O.  J.  Ruby,  M. 
H.  Evidon,  H.  J.  Chapman,  B.  C. 
Marcus  and  C.  D.  Hill. 

Chief  topics  will  be  productions 
due  for  release  shortly,  and  hold- 
overs on  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington." 


Alliance  To  Distribute 

12  Features  in  1940-41 


Alliance  Films  will  release  12  fea- 
tures in  1940-41  despite  the  Euro- 
pean war,  it  was  announced  yester- 
day by  Budd  Rogers,  vice-prexy  and 
general  manager,  who  pointed  out 
that  Alliance  this  season  had  ex- 
ceeded its  releasing  schedule,  deliv- 
ering seven  instead  of  five  films  in 
the  last  five  months. 

Alliance  franchise  now  cover  80 
per  cent  of  the  country;  additional 
deals  are  being  negotiated. 


N.  Y.  Tax  Commission  Must 
Reply  to  Reduction  Action 

New  York  Tax  Commission  was 
ordered  yesterday  by  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Charles  B.  McLaughlin 
to  file  answer  to  a  suit  of  20th-Fox 
Film  Corp.  for  reduction  of  assess- 
ments on  three  properties  by  Feb.  15, 
or  to  be  held  in  contempt. 

Suit  asks  for  reduction  of  $215,000 
on  assessments  for  1939-40.  Proper- 
ties consist  of  a  warehouse  and  two 
buildings  in  Manhattan,  which  were 
assessed  originally  at  $1,590,000. 


64,000  See  "Hunchback" 

in  15  Days  in  Chicago 

Chicago— In  15  days,  RKO's  "The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  has 
played  to  64,000  attendance  at  the 
RKO  Palace,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday. 


Gary  Anti-Trust  Suit  Trial 
is  Postponed  Until  March 

Chicago  —  Federal  Judge  Holly 
vesterday  postponed  hearing  of  the 
Gary  Theater.  Garv,  Inc.,  anti-trust 
suit  against  B  &  K.  the  majors  and 
two  other  defendants,  until  a  date 
in  March  to  be  set  later. 

Action  was  taken  following  re- 
quest by  counsel  for  the  defendants 
asking  for  more  time  to  prepare 
their  case.  Suit  is  for  an  injunction 
to  prevent  defendants  from  enforcing 
clearance    provisions. 


Twelve  important  key  city  houses 
have  held  over  RKO  Radio's  "The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  for  a 
third  full  week,  and  39  situations 
are  giving  the  picture  a  second  full 
week,  it  was  announced  yesterday 
at  company's  home  office  where,  it 
is  declared,  the  hold-overs  consti- 
tute a  record,  despite  snow  and  cold 
weather  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  added  playing  time  is 
given. 

Third  weeks  are  in  Montreal,  To- 
ronto, Washington,  Los  Angeles 
(Hillstreet  and  Pantages),  Provi- 
dence, Boston,  Chicago,  Cleveland, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco  and 
Denver.  Second  weeks  are  also  in 
standout   situations. 


Federal  Grand  Jury  Indicts 
Bioff  on  Tax  Evasion  Charge 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Los  Angeles  Federal 
grand  jury  yesterday  returned  an  in- 
dictment against  William  Bioff,  in- 
ternational representative  of  the 
IATSE,  charging  him  with  failing 
to  pay  $4,384  income  tax  in  1936  and 
$80,000  on  his  1937  income.  The 
indictment  was  returned  following  a 
long  inquiry  by  Government  inves- 
tigation into  the  $100,000  transac- 
tion between  him  and  Josenh  M. 
Schenck,  president  of  the  AMPP,  in 
1937. 

Schenck  has  said  the  money  was 
a  loan  made  in  connection  with  a 
real  estate  deal  which  fell  through 
and  that  the  money  was  returned. 
Charles  H.  Carr,  Special  Assistant 
Attorney  General,  indicated  that  the 
investigation  had  cleared  Schenck 
in  the  matter. 


Columbia  Brings  Dividends 
on  Preferred  Stock  to  Date 


Columbia  Pictures  Corp.  announced 
yesterday  that  its  board  of  directors, 
at  meeting  on  Tuesdav.  declared  the 
regular  quarterly  dividend  of  68% c 
ner  share  and  the  balance  unpaid  of 
the  dividend  due  for  the  nreceding 
quarter  of  34%c  on  the  $2.75  Con- 
vertible Preferred  Stock  of  the  com- 
pany, payable  Feb.  15  to  stockhold- 
ers of  Feb.  1  record. 

Payments  will  brinsr  dividends  on 
the  preferred  up  to  date. 


Cannes  Internationa!  Film 
Festival  Jan.  25  to  Feb.  15 


Nice  (By  Cable) — Director  Gen- 
eral of  the  Beaux-Arts  M.  Huisman 
and  Philline  Erlanerer,  president  of 
the  Association  Francaise  d'Action 
Artisoue,  have  reached  an  accord 
with  the  authorities  of  Cannes  on 
the  date  for  holding  the  postponed 
International  Film  Festival.  Date 
decided  upon  is  from  Jan.  25  to  Feb. 
15. 


cominG  mid  coinG 


GRADWELL  L.  SEARS,  Warner  distribution 
chieftain,  has  left  Hollywood  for  New  York, 
with  several  stops  scheduled  en  route. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  is  scheduled  to  leave  for 
the  Coast  on   Monday. 

JUDY  GARLAND  left  for  HollvwcL.  last 
night. 

S.  CHARLES  EINFELD,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  Warners,  arrives  here  tomor- 
row to  huddle  with  home  office  execs,  on  sev- 
eral   campaigns. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN,  Paramount  studio  execs., 
and  CLIFF  LEWIS,  studio  ad.  and  pub.  director, 
leave  the  Coast  tomorrow  by  train  for  New  York. 

S.  S.  SCHNEIDER,  Warner  exec,  will  return 
to  New  York  over  the  week-end  from  the 
Coast. 

LEE  SHUBERT  has  left  for  a  vacation  in 
Florida. 

ROUBEN  MAMOULIAN  has  returned  to  Holly- 
wood. 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY  leaves  for  the  Coast  in 
two  weeks. 

MILTON  KRIMS,  Warner  writer,  is  here  for 
a  vacation. 

AL  STEFFES  and  BENNY  BERCER,  Northwest 
Allied    leaders,    arrive    here    Sunday. 

ERROL  FLYNN  leaves  the  Coast  this  week 
for   a    vacation    in    Florida. 

CRACE  MOORE  is  at  the  Waldorf. 

WILLIAM  SISTROM  has  arrived  here  from 
the  Coast,  en  route  to  London  to  produce  two 
pictures   there   for   RKO. 

FRANK  SELTZER,  Hal  Roach  publicity  head, 
arrived    here    yesterday    from    the    Coast. 

FREDRIC  MARCH   has   returned  to   Hollywood. 

LARRY  CROSBY  gets  here  this  week  from  the 
Coast   on    a    business    trip. 

HERBERT  WILCOX  plans  to  leave  for  Eng- 
land  around   Feb.   1. 

EDWIN  FADIMAN,  president  of  National  Pic- 
tures, has  returned  with  his  family  from 
a  two-week  vacation  in  Florida. 

J.  KENFIELD  MORLEY,  president  of  the  Ad- 
vitagraph  Corp.,  of  Louisville,  and  Mrs.  Morley 
are   stopping    at    the    Hotel    Astor. 

HARRY  and  ELMER  BALABAN  are  here  from 
Chicago. 


Noted  Players,  Directors 

To  Join  Para.  Eng.  Staff 

David  Rose,  Paramount's  British 
production  head,  will  be  joined  in 
England  next  Spring  by  six  or  eight 
well  known  Hollywood  players  and 
directors,  including  Ray  Milland,  Ed- 
ward Griffith  and  Madeleine  Carroll. 
Rose  sails  Saturday  on  the  Washing- 
ton to  resume  Paramount's  produc- 
tion program  which  is  to  include  four 
large  scale  pictures. 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  11 

Ernest  Pascal 

Monte    Blue 

Chester  Conklin 

Porter  H.  Evans 

Earl   Baldwin 

Dave  Davidson 


TODAY! 

Spec/a/  M-G-M  Flash! 
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Ernst  Lubitsch  directing  a  scene  with 
Margaret  Sullavan  and  James  Stewart! 

Quickly  Mr.  Exhibitor! 

Tell  your  patrons  about  M-G-M's 

"THE  SHOP  AROUND  THE  CORNER" 

It's  a  dream!  It's  a  honey!  It's  BOX-OFFICE! 

Opening  soon  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall! 

Thank  you  Mister  Lubitsch! 

While  the  folks  are  still  howling  over  uNinotchka" 

You  deliver  another  hilarious  hit! 

You  know  what  laughter  means  these  days: 

It  means  escape  from  the  world's  woes — 

And  it  means  lines  at  the  box-office  for  every  Tom,  Dick  and  Mabel  in 

town.  And  it's  a  grand  love  story  between  sweet  Margaret  Sullavan  and 

James  ("Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington")  Stewart. 


Whoopee.' 


1W 
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AGAIN  TO  ARBITRATE 
306  WAGE  DEMANDS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

newly  elected  business  agent,  com- 
prise the  five-man  board. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  an  agree- 
ment has  been  reached  between  the 
circuits  and  the  union  that  gradu- 
ated wage  increases  and  improve- 
ment of  working  conditions  shall  be 
provided  for  in  the  decision  for  two 
years,  negotiating  each  year,  with 
the  first  year  starting  Sept.  1,  1939 
and  running  to  Aug.  31,  1940,  and 
the  second  year  starting  on  that  ex- 
piration date  and  ending  Aug.  31, 
1941,  increases  are  expected  by  306. 

It  is  also  pointed  out  that  the  re- 
cent increases  granted  the  union  by 
the  ITOA  will  have  some  bearing  on 
the  ultimate  decision.  Preliminary 
meetings  were  adjourned  until  the 
lawyers  had  straightened  out  the 
points  which  were  in  dispute. 


State  Rests  Case  vs.  Nick; 

Defense  Asks  Dismissal 


St.  Louis — The  State  concluded  its 
extortion  and  conspiracy  case  against 
John  P.  Nick  yesterday.  The  defense 
immediately  asked  for  dismissal  on 
a  demurrer  contending  the  evidence 
was  not  sufficient  to  show  that  con- 
temporaneous acts  of  Nick  and  State 
Representative  Brady,  charged  joint- 
ly with  Nick,  were  sufficient  circum- 
stances to  show  a  conspiracy  between 
them. 

The  demurrer  will  be  argued  be- 
fore Circuit  Judge  Rowe  this  morn- 
ing. 

National  Screen  Service 

Leases  Additional  Space 

National  Screen  Service  Corp. 
has  leased  additional  space  on  the 
tenth  floor  of  the  Film  Center  Build- 
ing. Organization  already  occupies 
several  floors  of  the  premises. 

Cross  &  Brown,  agents  for  the 
building,  announce  additionally  that 
Behrend  M.  P.  Supply  House,  Inc., 
Jack  Rosenfeld,  Emby  Photo  &  Film 
Machine  Corp.,  State  Film  Service, 
and  Joe  Hornstein,  Inc.,  have  re- 
newed leases. 


Stern,  Alliance  Theater 

Prexy,  Heads  Chi.  Bank 

Chicago — Lawrence  Stern,  prexy 
of  Alliance  Theater  Circuit,  was 
elected  president  of  the  American 
National  Bank,  succeeding  Laurence 
Armour,  retired.  Stern  was  former- 
ly prominent  in  B  &  K  financing. 


Enough  Amusements 

Lee,  Mass. — This  town  of  4,200  per- 
sons has  all  the  amusements  it  needs, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  selectmen.  They 
refused  applicants  a  permit  to  establish 
a  roller  skating  rink,  explaining:  "With 
beano,  bowling,  basketball,  movies  and 
ice  skating  in  Lee,  there  is  enough  go- 
ing   on    without    adding    roller    skating. 


ALCNG  THE 


wiTti  PHIL  M.  DALT; 


•  •      •      SHORTLY  after  noontime  yesterday the  packed  Grand 

Ballroom    oi    the    Hotel    Astor presented    to    the    eye a    truly 

men's  "picture" as  the  Saints  and  Sinners  plus  guests gath- 
ered  to   induct   lean   Hersholt   into   that    organization dedicated    to 

caring   ior    the   old    circus    troupers lean    was    the    so-called    "Fall 

Guy" subjected  to  the  renowned   horse-play   which   the  S   and   S 

boys   cook   up   in   lavish   good   fun But   Jean    was    more    than    the 

equal  of  his  combined  "adversaries" who  had  rigged-up  a  satirical 

screen    test   on   the   Ballroom   stage    for   him    to    try    his    histrionic    teeth 

upon The    initiators,    chiefly    Tex    O'Rourke,    and    the    former    New 

Jersey  Governor,  Harold  Hoffman,  currently  prexy  of  the  Saints  and 
Sinners couldn't  non-plus  the  jaunty  Jean though  they  addi- 
tionally dubbed  him   "The   Great  Dane" and   dressed   him   up   to 

resemble  that  breed  of  bow-wow 

T  ▼  .         Y 

•  •      •     AFTER  the  initiators  had  their  innings and  the 

assembled  ones  their  laughs Jean  spoke  of  the  work  which 

the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund of  which  he  is  prexy is 

carrying  on  in  the  pix  industry just  as  the  Saints  and  Sinners 

are  doing  in  the  instance  of  old-time  circus  folk He  asserted 

that   in    1939    some    $400,000 went   to    our    industry's    needy 

Then  swinging  away  from  the  serious the  "Fall  Guy" 

told  of  the  legend  associated  with  the  home  town  of  the  Dionne 
Quints namely  that  the  possessors  of  pebbles  from  the  com- 
munity will  enjoy  the  blessings  of  "blessed  events" Consider- 
ate Mr.  Hersholt  then  reached  into  the  dark  recesses  of  a  travelin' 

case and  dragged  forth  two  huge  bags  of  the  pebbles 

and  serenely  said: "Gentlemen,  the  line  forms  to  the  left!". 

Y  Y  Y 

•  •  •  PRESENT  at  the  Saints  and  Sinners  luncheon  were  RKO  big- 
wigs including  President  George  J.  Schaefer Board  Chairman  Rich- 
ard C.  Patterson,  Jr S.  Barret  McCormick,  Rutgers  Nielson,  et  al 

What   with   the   strong   pix   delegation   in   the   audience the 

pix  production  scene  on  stage and  Mister  Hersholt  the  center   of 

attraction 'twas  Movie  Day  with  a  vengeance 

Y  Y  Y 

•  •     •     READY  for  release  in  March will  be  "Lights  Out 

In  Europe" the  documentary  feature  dealing  with  the  fateful 

days  leading  up  to and  immediately  following  the  decalara- 

tion  of  hostilities The  film  was  produced  by  Herb  Klein 

with  the  assistance  of  Pete  Mayer  (chip  off  the  ole'  Rialto  block) 
and  Alexandr  Hackenschmied,  who  is  the  great  Czech  cam- 
eraman who   won  the  1931   Venice  Award and  who  filmed 

"Crisis" Scenes  were  made  in  England,  France,  Poland  and 

the  Free  City  (then)  of  Danzig with  co-operation  of  the  re- 
spective authorities Facilities  of  Warners'  Teddington  Studios 

were  kindly  extended  for  the  editing 

Y  Y  Y 

•  •      •     EMPLOYES  of  the  Staten  Island  Fabian  Theaters are 

keen  'bout  holding  a  second  annual  Dinner-Dance as  result  oi  the 

initial  function's  success  last  Saturday  night  in  the  Elks  Club,  Oakwood 
Heights,  S.  I.  .  .  .      •    Columbia  has  invited  a  big  delegation  of  local 

newspaper  women and  "sob  sisters" to  attend  the  Music  Hall 

premiere  tonight  of  "His  Girl  Friday" and  naturally  Rose  Bigman 

"Girl   Friday"    of   Marse    Walter   Winchell    will    be    on    deck. 

•  Tomorrow  night  in  San   Francisco UA  is  holding   the  premiere 

of  Walter  Wangers  "Slightly  Honorable" with  many  of  the  produc- 
tion's fashioners  and  players  present 


U.  S.  CONSENT  STAND 
LEAVES  MAJORS  GOLD 


«    «    « 


to    »    V 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

paving  the  way  for  a  consent  decree." 
The  companies,  he  said,  are  "going 
ahead  and  preparing  for  th*-.  rial 
with  no  thought  of  seeking  a—.'  jm- 
promise." 

Theater  divorcement  is  the  heart 
of  the  Government's  litigation,  and 
it  has  been  indicated  the  D  of  J  is 
insistent  upon  it. 

In  Arnold's  annual  report,  the  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  said  that 
"it  must  appear  that  the  consent 
decree  will  yield  more  constructive 
results  for  the  consuming  public,  for 
employes,  and  for  competitors  than 
in  the  eventful  criminal  punishment 
of  the  offenders." 


Hear  "Pinocchio"  May  Play 
Center  Theater  Engagement 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

that  advanced  admission  prices  would 
be  put  into  effect.  No  definite  pol- 
icy for  the  picture,  as  to  whether 
or  not  it  will  be  roadshowed  before 
general  release,  has  beeen  set  yet, 
it  was  further  reported.  Efforts  to 
reach  RKO  execs,  for  confirmation 
late  last  night  were  unavailing. 


To  Make  Premiere  P.A.'s 

San  Francisco — Tay  Garnett,  di- 
rector, and  Edward  Arnold,  Claire 
Dodd,  Phyllis  Brooks,  Broderick 
Crawford  and  Douglas  Fowley  of 
the  cast  will  attend  tomorrow's  pre- 
miere of  Wanger's  "Slightly  Honor- 
able" at  the  United  Artists  theater. 


Andalusia  Theater  Burns 

Andalusia,  Ala.— A  $50,000  fire 
destroyed  the  Paramount  Theater 
here,  owned  by  C.  S.  O'Neal  and 
Company,  and  operated  by  the  Mar- 
tin -  Studstill  chain,  Marion  D. 
Adams,  manager. 


RKO  to  Film  Morley  Tale 

RKO  Radio  will  film  Christopher 
Morley's  "Kitty  Foyle."  Morley  ad- 
ditionally appears  as  guest  expert 
for  the  fifth  of  RKO  Pathe's  "In- 
formation Please"  shorts  filmed  here 
yesterday. 


Final  Standee  Action   Due 

Wilmington,  Del. — City  Council  is 
expected  to  take  final  action  to- 
night on  the  proposed  new  fire 
prevention  ordinance  which  contains 
a  much-disputed  standee  restriction. 


Shopping  Tour 

Burbank— William  Guthrie,  head  of 
Warners'  location  department,  has  gone 
to  San  Francisco  to  buy  an  eight-wheel 
locomotive  and  six  freight  cars  which 
first  will  be  used  in  "Torrid  Zone." 
Equipment  will  be  shipped  to  the  Warner 
location  ranch  at  Calabasas,  where  one 
mile  of  track  will  be  installed  as  a 
permanent  set. 
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"Scandal  Sheet" 

with  Otto  Kruger,  Ona  Munson,  Edward 

Norris 

Columbia  67  Mins. 

P*_JRAMMER  DEALING  WITH  A 
SCA^JAL-MONGERING  PUBLISHER  OKAY 
FOR  NABE  TRADE. 

Probably  "Scandal  Sheet"  will  be  okay 
as  a  second  feature  for  the  nabe  trade. 
The  cast  is  able  enough  and  the  action 
fast,  but  the  story  is  trite  and  there  is 
nothing  novel  to  dress  up  the  time-worn 
angles  used  as  a  basis.  Otto  Kruger,  pub- 
lisher of  a  scandal-mongering  tabloid,  Ona 
Munson,  former  lover  and  columnist  on  his 
paper,  and  Edward  Norris,  as  a  young  re- 
porter who  does  not  know  that  they  are 
his  parents,  are  okay  in  the  principal  roles. 
Remainder  of  the  cast  is  adequate  and  Nick 
Grinde  does  as  good  a  job  of  direction  as 
he  could  with  the  material.  Norris  gradu- 
ates from  a  school  of  journalism  and  Kruger 
gives  him  a  job  on  his  paper.  Norris 
makes  good  and  gets  a  better  job  on  a 
paper  which  he  considers  respectable.  At- 
tacked by  the  city  administration,  Kruger 
hires  Edward  Marr,  a  detective,  to  "get" 
something  on  the  leader  of  the  reform 
group.  Marr  doesn't  get  what  he  is  look- 
ing for,  but  unearths  Norris'  true  identity. 
Kruger  murders  him  when  he  tries  to  ex- 
tract a  large  sum  of  money  and  goes  to 
the  chair  rather  than  ruin  his  son's  life  by 
telling  the  truth,  despite  the  fact  that 
Norris  discovered  the  information  which  con- 
victed him. 

CAST:  Otto  Kruger,  Ona  Munson,  Edward 
Norris,  Edward  Marr,  John  Dilson,  Don  Bed- 
doe,  Eddie  Laughton,  Linda  Winters,  Ned- 
da  Harrigan,  S.  Jackson,  Frank  M.  Thomas. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor, Nick  Grinde;  Original  Screenplay,  Joseph 
Carole;  Cameraman,  Benjamin  Kline;  Edi- 
tor,  William    Lyon. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Record  Advance  Seat  Sale 
Opens  for  RKO's  "Lincoln" 

Washington    Bureau,    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Ticket  sale  for  the 
world  premiere  of  RKO  Radio's 
"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  at  the  local 
RKO  Keith  Theater  on  Jan.  22,  and 
for  the  four  initial  weeks  of  the 
picture's  run,  commenced  here  yes- 
terday, breaking  a  precedent  for  film 
houses  in  this  city. 

Proceeds  of  the  premiere  perform- 
ance, which  will  be  attended  by  a 
galaxy  of  notables  headed  by  Mrs. 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  will  be  do- 
nated to  the  Children  Hospital  Fund 
of  the  Newspaper  Women's  Guild  of 
Washington. 


Sanders  Opposes  Ellis 

Annual  election  of  officers  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Associates  will  be 
held  Tuesday  at  a  luncheon  at  the 
Astor.  Every  post  on  the  slate,  with 
the  exception  of  the  financial  secre- 
tary's job,  is  being  contested.  Jack 
Ellis,  president,  is  being  opposed 
for  re-election  by  Morris   Sanders. 


"Cafe  Hostess" 

with    Preston    Foster,   Ann    Dvorak,    Douglas 

Fowley 
Columbia  63  Mins. 

RACKET  EXPOSE  HAS  GOOD  ACTION, 
AN  ABLE  CAST  AND  FREE-FOR-ALL 
FIGHT  AS  THRILLING  CLIMAX. 

Delving  into  the  racket  files  for  mate- 
rial, "Cafe  Hostess"  tells  the  story  of  clip 
joints.  Picture  has  plenty  of  action,  a 
free-for-all  fight  as  a  climax  that  is  a 
wow,  and  an  able  cast.  Picture  should 
serve  neatly  as  a  program  offering  for  the 
nabe  trade.  Preston  Foster,  Ann  Dvorak, 
Wynne  Gibson,  Douglas  Fowley  and  Peggy 
Shannon  have  the  principal  roles.  Sidney 
Salkow  directed  from  a  script  by  Harold 
Shumate.  Tay  Garnett  and  Howard  Higgin 
wrote  the  story.  Ann,  hostess  in  a  clip- 
joint  run  by  Fowley,  rolls  Foster  when  he 
gets  off  his  ship  after  a  long  cruise  and  is 
out  for  a  little  entertainment.  However, 
Foster  returns  again  despite  the  fact  that 
he  knows  she  is  Fowley's  girl.  They  fall 
in  love  and  she  agreees  to  marry  him,  but 
is  afraid  Fowley  will  murder  Foster.  Wynne 
Gibson  tips  off  Foster  about  the  plot  Fow- 
ley is  hatching,  and  Foster  rounds  up  some 
of  his  shipmates  before  he  returns.  They 
clean  out  the  place  in  workmanlike  fashion 
and  when  the  police  get  there  Fowley  is 
found  stabbed  to  death.  Miss  Gibson  ad- 
mits to  the  murder  and  also  lets  slip  the 
information  she  is  Ann's  mother. 

CAST:  Preston  Foster,  Wynne  Gibson, 
Ann  Dvorak,  Peggy  Shannon,  Douglas  Fow- 
ley, Arthur  Loft,  Bruce  Bennett,  Eddie 
Acuff,  Bradley  Page,  Linda  Winters,  Bea- 
trice  Blinn,   Dick  Wessel. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor, Sidney  Salkow;  Screenplay,  Harold 
Shumate;  Original  Story,  Tay  Garnett  and 
Howard  Higgin;  Cameraman,  Benjamin 
Kline;  Editor,  Al  Clark. 


DIRECTION, 
Good. 


Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 


Advitagraph  Corp.  Prexy 

Here  for  Dealer  Confabs 


J.  Kenfield  Morley,  president  of 
the  Advitagraph  Corp.,  of  Louisville, 
manufacturers  of  Frolite  projectors 
and  producer-distributor  of  promo- 
tional films,  is  in  New  York  for  a 
series  of  dealer  conferences.  Fol- 
lowing a  week's  stay  here,  he  leaves 
with  Mrs.  Morley  for  a  month's  vaca- 
tion in  Florida. 


Notopolous  Buys  Grand 

Altoona,  Pa. — Anastasius  N.  No- 
topolous, head  of  Altoona  Publix 
Theaters,  Inc.,  has  purchased  the 
Grand  Theater,  Huntingdon,  for  $55,- 
000  from  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Hall  As- 
sociation. 


Murphy  on  Powell  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Ralph  Murphy  will  di- 
rect "I  Want  a  Divorce,"  first  Dick 
Powell-Joan  Blondell  co-starrer  for 
Para. 


"Thou  Shalt  Not  Kill" 

with     Charles     Bickford,    Owen     Davis    Jr., 

Doris   Day 
Republic  67  Mins. 

PROGRAMMER  IS  SINCERELY  CHAR- 
ACTERIZED, BUT  STORY  IS  SLOW  MOV- 
ING. 

Drawing  upon  honor  among  clergymen 
of  different  faiths  and  the  reactions  of 
inhabitants  of  a  small  town  to  a  tragedy, 
this  new  Republic  film  has  been  sincerely 
characterized  by  the  players,  but  the  story 
is  slow  moving.  However,  the  cast  works 
hard  and  there  are  a  number  of  redeeming 
features  which  will  make  the  pix  acceptable 
as  neighborhood  fare.  Charles  Bickford,  as 
a  Protestant  clergyman,  Owen  Davis  Jr., 
Doris  Day,  Paul  Guilfoyle  and  Sheila  Brom- 
ley do  well  by  their  roles.  Davis  returns 
to  the  town  of  Freeedom  to  get  a  cold 
recception,  and  he  turns  to  Sheila  Bromley, 
a  bar  maid,  for  companionship.  He  meets 
Doris  Day,  daughter  of  one  of  the  best 
families,  but  her  family  oppose  their  friend- 
ship. He  gets  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
family,  but  is  ordered  to  sever  all  ties  with 
Sheila.  He  tells  Sheila  what  has  transpired 
and  leaves,  but  she  is  found  murdered  the 
next  morning.  Davis  is  found  guilty.  Guil- 
foyle, the  murderer,  confesses  to  Bickford 
when  a  priest  can't  be  found,  but  he  re- 
covers from  his  accident.  However,  Guil- 
foyle, after  failing  to  kill  Bickford  and 
thereby  destroy  all  evidence  against  himself, 
makes  a  complete  confession  when  he  dies 
in   his  own  trap. 

CAST:  Charles  Bickford,  Owen  Davis,  Jr., 
Doris  Day,  Paul  Guilfoyle,  Granville  Bates, 
Charles  Waldron,  Sheila  Bromley,  George 
Chandler,  Charles  Middleton,  Emmett  Vo- 
gan,  Leona  Roberts,  Ethel  May  Halls,  Ed- 
mund Elton,  Elsie  Prescott. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Robert 
North;  Director,  John  H.  Auer;  Screenplay, 
Robert  Presnell;  Original  Story,  George  C. 
Brown;  Cameraman,  Jack  Marta;  Editor, 
Ernest  Nims. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Ralph  McGowan  to  Take 

F  &  M  Post  In  St.  Louis 


Worcester,  Mass.  —  Ralph  Mc- 
Gowan, manager  of  the  Plymouth 
Theater  here,  has  been  appointed 
supervisor  of  Fanchon  &  Marco  The- 
aters in  St.  Louis.  He  will  be  re- 
placed by  R.  Lawson  Daniels,  man- 
ager of  the  Olympia  Theater.  Wil- 
liam J.  Ryan  returns  to  take  over 
the  management  of  the  Olympia. 


To,  Examine    Harold    Lloyd 

Federal  Judge  Murray  Hulbert 
yesterday  ordered  Harold  Lloyd  to 
appear  for  examination  in  Los  An- 
geles on  Jan.  15  in  reference  to  the 
suit  of  William  Jordan  Rapp  and 
Lowell  Brentano  against  Lloyd  and 
the  Harold  Lloyd  Corp. 

Plaintiffs  claim  plagiarism  of  the 
play  "Greek  to  You"  by  the  picture 
"Professor  Beware"  and  asks  $75,- 
000   damages. 


"Macushla' 


with     Pamela    Wood,    Liam    Gaffney,    Max 
Adrian 

Transatlantic  Films  58  Mins. 

STORY  OF  GUN-RUNNINGI  ACROSS 
THE  ULSTER  BORDER  IS  PARTICULARLY 
TIMELY. 

Released  at  the  same  time  a  terrific 
drive  is  being  staged  in  Ireland  to  stop 
the  smuggling  of  munitions  across  the  Uls- 
ter border,  this  English-made  film  is  ex- 
tremely timely  and  should  attract  atten- 
tion. The  film  has  plenty  of  action  and 
develops  good  suspense  before  an  exciting 
climax.  Pamela  Wood,  Liam  Gaffney  and 
Max  Adrian  are  capable  in  the  principal 
roles  and  the  remainder  of  the  cast  is  ade- 
quate. The  settings  are  authentic  and  di- 
rector Alex  Bryce  has  given  the  film  a 
good  pace.  Only  fault  lies  in  a  stumbling 
beginning  that  overemphasizes  characteriza- 
tions of  the  people  involved  in  the  story. 
In  a  village  on  the  Ulster  border  we  meet 
the  Muldoon  family.  Pamela  Wood,  the 
daughter,  is  being  sparked  by  one  of  the 
border  guards.  The  apple  cart  is  upset, 
however,  when  her  brother,  Max  Adrian,  is 
recognized  as  a  rebel.  He  is  caught  by 
the  guards,  but  manages  to  escape  after 
saving  the  life  of  Pamela's  guard,  Gaffney. 

CAST:  Pamela  Wood,  Liam  Gaffney,  Max 
Adrian,   Jimmy   Mageean,   Kitty    Kirwan. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  20th-Fox  in  Eng- 
land; Director,  Alex  Bryce.  Presented  at 
the    Belmont   Theater. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Canadian  War  Loan  Short 

to  Play  in  700  Theaters 

Montreal  —  "Call  to  a  Nation," 
short  explaining,  with  striking  effect, 
the  need  for  Canada's  new  national 
war  loan,  will  make  its  appearance 
in  over  700  theaters  across  the  do- 
minion this  week-end.  Produced  by 
the  National  Film  Board,  the  short  is 
packed  with  action  in  revealing,  up- 
to-the-minute  shots  of  'Canada's  war 
effort   on   many  lines. 


Moe   Grassgreens    Feted 

Albany  —  Moe  Grassgreen,  20th 
Century-Fox  branch  manager,  and 
his  wife  were  feted  this  week  on  the 
occasion  of  their  15th  anniversary. 
Present  from  Film  Row  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joe  Miller,  Columbia;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joe  Engel,  Universal;  Mi-, 
and  Mrs.  Bernie  Kranze,  RKO;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lou  Golding,  Fabian  dis- 
trict manager;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben 
Dare,  20th  Century-Fox;  Neil  Hell- 
man,  indie  exhib.  and  Mrs.  Hellman; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Vogel,  Metro. 


To  Attend  Ampa  Luncheon 

Betty  Grable  and  Ezra  Stone  are 
additions  to  the  guest  list  for  to- 
day's Ampa  luncheon  at  Stouffer's. 
John  Chapman  of  the  Daily  News 
will  speak. 
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ASSAIL  PROVISIONS 
OF  COPYRIGHT  BILL 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

A.  on  International  Intellectual  Co- 
operation. 

The  industry  favors  retention  of 
the  1909  law  which  provides  where 
an  employe  conceives  a  certain  work 
in  the  regular  course  of  employment, 
the  employer  shall  be  the  author,  ex- 
cept if  there  is  an  agreement  to  the 
contrary. 

Section  four  of  the  bill  gives  the 
copyright  holder  of  a  motion  picture 

work  right  to  exhibit  it  or  perform 
it  under  the  copyright  with  the  stip- 
ulation that  such  copyright  shall 
not  include  the  right  of  public  per- 
formance for  profit  of  any  musical 
composition  in  the  film  if  such  com- 
position is  owned  by  another. 

Copyright  in  a  motion  picture,  un- 
der the  measure,  shall  not  include 
the  right  to  grant  the  use  of  its 
accompanying  sound  track  apart 
from  a  visual  exhibition  of  the  film. 
This  section  does  not  permit  the 
unauthorized  use  by  any  person  of 
any  such  sound  track  with  or  with- 
out the  accompanying  visual  exhibi- 
tion of  the  film. 

On  the  subject  of  recovery  for 
infringement,  the  bill  gives  the 
plaintiff  the  option  of  suing  for  the 
price  ordinarily  paid  for  such  work 
or,  all  or  such  part  of  the  profits 
which  the  infringer  shall  have  made 
as  the  court  decrees  proper  and  just. 
In  proving  profits,  the  plaintiff  shall 
be  required  to  prove  only  sales, 
rentals,  license  fees,  or  any  other  rev- 
enue derived  from  the  infringed 
work.  Defendants  are  required  to 
prove  every  element  of  cost  claimed 
in  deduction. 

On  this  section,  a  note  states  the 
author  groups  advocate  the  langu- 
age of  the  1909  Act  providing  for 
recovery  of  profits  and  damages 
suffered  by  the  copyright  holders 
while  the  motion  picture  producers 
favor  the  language,  "the  profits 
justly  attributable  to  the  work  in- 
fringed." The  bill  provides  it  shall 
be  the  act  of  only  one  infringement 
in  the  case  of  a  motion  picture  dis- 
tributed and  shown  throughout  this 
country. 

The  act  grants  the  copyright  for 
the  life  of  the  author  and  50  years 
after  his   death. 

Bill  has  been  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  patents  where  hearings 
will  be  held  on  it. 


Pool  for  Management 

Pittsburgh — The  Hollywood  The- 
ater at  California,  which  closed  sev- 
eral weeks  ago  due  to  difference  be- 
tween the  owners,  has  been  reopened 
under  a  management-pooling  ar- 
rangement with  the  operators  of  the 
Capitol  Theater  here,  Frank  H.  King 
and  J.  Angeli.  M.  Goldman,  owner 
of  the  Hollywood  Theater,  purchased 
the  interests  of  his  former  partner, 
James  Retter. 


Poughheepsie  Paper's  Charter  Authorizes 

Activity  in  Fields  of  Newsreels  and  Radio 

Albany — Courier  Publishing  Co.  of  Poughkeepsie  has  been  chartered  here  with  a 
capitalization  of  $1,000,000.  Charter  authorizes  the  company  to  not  only  publish  news- 
papers, but  to  engage  in  newsreel  production  and  distribution  as  well  as  to  disseminate 
news  by  radio  to  other  publishers  on  a  charge  basis. 

Courier  has  been   published  as  a  Sunday  newspaper  in  Poughkeepsie. 


GWTW  Costume  Caravan 

as  Exploitation  Feature 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

were  informed  at  a  one-day  confer- 
ence at  the  Hotel  Astor  yesterday. 
William  R.  Ferguson,  Metro's  ex- 
ploitation manager,  presided. 

Costumes,  etc.,  will  be  exhibited 
in  leading  department  stores  and 
salons  in  the  cities  covered,  the  dis- 
play traveling  by  van.  Tour  will  be 
conducted  by  Capt.  Volney  Phifer  and 
Mrs.  Phifer,  Paul  Kamey  traveling 
in  advance  of  the  caravan.  Tour 
starts  in  Philadelphia,  Jan.  16,  just 
prior  to  the  film's  engagements  there 
at  the  Boyd  and  Earle  Theaters,  with 
Baltimore  and  Washington  scheduled 
as  the  next  stops. 

Ferguson  outlined  the  general  ex- 
ploitation policy  at  yesterday's  ses- 
sion, discussing  press  books,  adver- 
tising accessories  as  well  as  pub- 
licity. Miss  Pat  Reis,  representing 
Howard  Dietz,  who  is  on  the  Coast, 
and  Jack  Peters,  of  Donahue  &  Coe, 
spoke  on  advertising. 

Present  from  the  home  office,  in 
addition  to  the  field  men,  were:  E. 
M.  Saunders,  Western  sales  manag- 
er; T.  J.  Connors,  Eastern,  Southern 
and  Canadian  sales  manager;  E.  W. 
Aaron  and  M.  L.  Simons,  assistants 
to  W.  F.  Rodgers;  C.  K.  Stern,  as- 
sistant treasurer  of  Loew's,  Inc.; 
Eddie  Carrier,  Bryan  Lee,  J.  J. 
Flynn,  Mel  Heymann  and  Jack  Kuhn. 

District  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence were  Ted  O'Shea,  New  York; 
J.  J.  Maloney,  Pittsburgh,  and  J. 
E.  Flynn,  Detroit. 

Field  representatives  attending 
embraced: 

Morris  Abrams,  Minneapolis; 
James  Ashcraft,  Philadelphia; 
Charles  Baron,  Pittsburgh;  N.  E. 
Beck,  San  Francisco;  W.  G.  Bishop, 
Chicago;  Dewey  Bloom,  Toronto, 
Ont.,  Canada;  A..  L.  Burks,  Char- 
lotte, N.  C;  E.  B.  Coleman,  Dallas; 
C.  C.  Deardourff,  Cleveland;  Carlton 
Duffus,  Washington,  D.  C;  Todd 
Ferguson,  Memphis;  Elliott  Fore- 
man, New  York;  Jack  Gilmore,  Buf- 
falo; H.  W.  Lambert,  Omaha  and 
Des  Moines;  Bert  McKenzie,  Boston 
and  New  Haven;  Harold  Marshall, 
Indianapolis;  Claud  Morris,  St. 
Louis;  Louis  Orlove,  Milwaukee; 
William  Parker,  Seattle;  Norman 
Pyle,  Chicago;  Warren  Slee,  De- 
troit; James  Shiller,  Los  Angeles; 
James  Thames,  Atlanta;  Ernest  Van 
Pelt,  Salt  Lake  City;  Jack  Walsh, 
Albany;  Irving  Waterstreet,  Kansas 
City;  J.  E.  Watson,  Cincinnati. 


Circuits  Take  'Ski  Chase" 

World's  "Ski  Chase"  has  been 
booked  by  the  Warner  and  Comer- 
ford  circuits. 


Subpoenas  Served  on  Philly 
Exchange  Men  in  Fried  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
cate  that  trial  of  the  suit  will  start 
on  Feb.  5. 

Fried,  who  operates  three  subur- 
ban houses,  based  his  suit  on  two 
counts:  unreasonable  clearance,  "un- 
lawful combination,  agreement  and 
conspiracy"  on  the  part  of  the  dis- 
tributors to  withhold  product  from 
him  except  on  their  own  terms.  All 
majors,  except  20th  Century-Fox, 
were  named  in  his  complaint. 


Sid   Dannenberg  on   Leave 

Cleveland  —  Sidney  Dannenberg, 
who  has  been  head  of  the  advertis- 
ing department  for  Warner  theaters 
in  this  zone  since  1932,  has  been 
given  an  indefinite  leave  of  absence 
by  Nat  Wolf,  zone  manager,  to  re- 
gain his  health.  Dannenberg,  who 
will  go  to  California,  was  presented 
with  a  traveling  bag  by  theater  dept. 
employes.  Manny  Pearlstein,  who 
was  Dannenberg's  assistant,  succeeds 
with  Dave  Bachner  named  assistant. 


To  Honor  Bette  Davis 

West   Coast  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Bette  Davis  will  be 
guest  of  honor  at  a  reception  tend- 
ered her  by  Redbook  Magazine  at 
the  Trocadero  Sunday  afternoon, 
with  Hollywood's  "400"  invited  to 
meet  the  1939  winner  of  Redbook's 
trophy  for  "distinguished  contribu- 
tion to  the  art  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture." Douglas  W.  Churchill,  motion 
picture  editor  of  Redbook,  will  make 
the  award  to  Miss  Davis  earlier  in 
the  afternoon  over  a  national  broad- 
cast from  Columbia  Square. 


FPC  Folds  Subsidiaries 

Montreal  —  Surrender  of  charters 
of  three  wholly-owned  subsidiaries 
of  Famous  Players  Corp.  is  reported 
in  the  Ontario  Official  Gazette.  The 
subsidiaries  are:  The  Oakwood 
Amusement  Co.,  Paramount  Peter- 
boro  Theaters,  Ltd.,  and  United  The- 
aters, Ltd.  The  assets  of  these  com- 
panies are  being  transferred  to  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  Corp. 


Hoffberg  Acquires  Two 

"The  Strange  Mr.  Flow,"  French 
film  starring  Fernand  Gravet  and 
Louis  Jouvet,  and  "The  Golem,"  in 
French  and  Yiddish  versions  with 
Harry  Baur,  have  been  acquired 
by  Hoffberg  Productions,  Inc.,  for 
distribution  in  this  country.  It  is 
expected  they  will  be  released  this 
month. 


WEEKS  WILL  PRODUCE 
EIGHT  FOR  MONOGRAM 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gram  release.  Contracts  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  attorneys  and  if  final 
okay  is  obtained  within  tha^iext 
week  or  so,  Weeks  will  relinquish 
his  sales  post  before  March  1  and 
leave  for  the  Coast  early  in  Febru- 
ary. 

At  the  quarterly  board  meeting, 
contracts  of  W.  Ray  Johnston,  presi- 
dent, and  Scott  R.  Dunlap,  vice- 
president,  in  charge  of  production, 
were  extended  to  March  1,  1945. 

Edward  L.  Golden,  vice-president, 
will  resume  his  former  post  as  sales 
chief.  Thomas  B.  Loach,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Pathe,  was  elected  treasurer 
of  the  company,  succeeding  Leon 
Fromkess  who  resigned  a  few 
months  ago.  Edward  G.  Schieber 
was   elected   assistant   treasurer. 


GWTW  in  Third  Week  Does 
Total  Gross  of  $328,400 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

totals  $328,400,  Metro  home  office 
reported  last  night,  pointing  out, 
further,  that  the  Selznick  produc- 
tion is  continuing  to  set  new  hold- 
over b.o.  records.  GWTW  is  cred- 
ited with  doing  $80,000  at  the  Capi- 
tol, $22,700  at  the  Astor. 


Chicago — Harry  and  Elmer  Bala- 
ban  are  in  New  York  closing  a  deal 
for  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  lor  their 
Esquire  Theater  on  the  North  Side. 
It  is  reported  that  B  &  K  will  not 
show  the  picture  in  the  Loop. 


Add  Daily  Film  Columns 

Wilmington — Morning  News  and 
Journal-Every  Evening  this  week  in- 
augurate daily  film  columns.  Both 
heretofore  have  used  film  pages  only 
on  Thursdays.  Daniel  E.  Button 
will  write  the  morning  column,  Helen 
Barrett  the  evening  column. 


Acquires  Foreign  Rights 

Guaranteed  Pictures  Co.,  Inc., 
has  acquired  the  exclusive  foreign 
distribution  rights  of  two  exploita- 
tion features  "Tomorrow's  Children" 
and  "High  School  Girl."  Special 
foreign  versions  are  being  prepared 
in  Spanish,  Portuguese,  and  French 
languages. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Columbia  h.o.  staff  tendered  a 
congratulatory  banquet  to  Vincent 
Borrelli  and  Claudia  Simonson  at 
the  Cotton  Club  yesterday.  Couple, 
long  with  the  organization,  recently 
announced  their  intention  to  wed. 
They  will  spend  their  honeymoon 
in  Florida. 
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SALE  OF  GN'S  ASSETS 
IN  BULK  IS  OBJECTIVE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sets  other  than  personal  property 
located  in  New  York  offices  since,  it 
was  learned  yesterday,  efforts  are 
being  made  to  sell  all  remaining  as- 
sets in  bulk  to  one  purchaser. 

Immediate  sale  is  necessary,  an 
affidavit  of  Fromberg  said,  to  avoid 
any  further  payments  of  rent  now 
accruing  at  $100  daily. 

Joseph  Dannenberg,  who  repre- 
sented the  Creditors'  Committee,  has 
been  appointeed  attorney  for  From- 
berg in  an  order  signed  yesterday. 
Dannenberg  stated  that  all  employes 
of  the  company  were  discharged 
yesterday  and  that  the  company 
ceased  doing  business  at  the  same 
time. 


W est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Franklyn  Warner, 
president  of  Fine  Arts,  has  an- 
nounced the  appointment  of  Sol  Ed- 
wards as  Eastern  representative  of 
the  company. 

New  York  courts  have  ordered 
Grand  National  Pictures  to  turn  over 
to  Edwards,  as  Fine  Arts  representa- 
tive, the  pictures  "Shadows  Over 
Shanghai,"  "Frontier  Scout,"  "Cipher 
Bureau,"  "Long  Shot"  and  "Panama 
Patrol." 


N.  Y.  Film  Board  of  Trade 
Names  Jack  Bowen  as  Prexy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Sattler,    Paramount    manager,    was 
re-elected  secretary. 

Other  elected  officers  were:  Nat 
Beier,  United  Artists,  first  vice- 
president;  Ben  Abner,  Loew's,  sec- 
ond vice-president;  David  Levy, 
Universal,  treasurer,  and  Joseph 
Fedeler,      Monogram,      sergeant-at- 


"Lights  Out  In  Europe" 

as  Documentary  Feature 

Seven-reel  documentary  film  entitled 
"Lights  Out  in  Europe"  has  been 
completed  by  Peter  Mayer  and  Herb 
Klein,  just  returned  from  a  sev- 
en-month stay  in  Europe.  Film  con- 
tains highlights  of  the  brief  Polish 
campaign,  shows  evacuation  of  cap- 
ital cities,  ship  convoys  in  operation 
and  a  large  number  of  action  scenes 
taken  at  the  front  in  addition  to 
shots  taken  of  civilian  life  behind 
the  front  lines.  Picture  is  now  being 
edited  and  it  is  expected  it  will  be 
ready  for  release  next  month. 


Water  as  a  Side  Line 

Cincinnati  —  Owing  to  the  severe 
drought  which  has  hit  Kentucky  farm 
towns,  water  is  scarce.  James  E.  Fall, 
of  James  Theater,  Walton,  puts  in  his 
spare  time  between  shows,  hauling  water 
to    stricken    areas. 


Non-Legislative  Block-Booking 
Cure    Urged  in  Written     Debate 


(Continued  ft 

Booking?,"  Roosevelt  takes  the 
"Yes"  stand  while  the  RKO  vice- 
president  gives  an  emphatic  "No." 

Roosevelt  writes,  in  part:  "Under 
the  present  method  of  block-booking 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  any  intel- 
ligent plan  of  selectivity  of  the  Hol- 
lywood product  on  which  the  inde- 
pendent must  depend  as  his  stock  in 
trade.  In  a  good  many  instances  he 
is  even  unaware  of  the  names  of 
some  of  the  pictures  that  will  flash 
across  his  screen  in  the  weeks  to 
come — pictures  of  the  'B'  class  that 
he  must  rent  in  order  to  get  his 
quota  of  'A's'." 

"It  is  my  feeling  that  the  distrib- 
utors should  have  a  greater  consid- 
eration for  the  men  who  make  their 
markets — who  purchase  or  rent  the 
rather  nebulous  quantity  that  goes 
under  the  name  of  screen  entertain- 
ment." 

Urges  Self-Regulation  Plan 

Without  resorting  to  legislative 
action  but  favoring  a  plan  of  self- 
regulation,  Roosevelt  advocates  the 
following  program:  Provide  exhibi- 
tors with  means  by  which  they  can 
see  what  they  are  contracting  for 
over  a  lengthy  period;  give  them  the 
opportunity  to  reject  what  they  as 
showmen  know  will  be  "turkeys" 
at  the  box  office. 

"Blind  disregard,"  Roosevelt 
warns,  "of  a  situation  that  yearly 
is  becoming  more  and  more  acute 
may  easily  lead  to  definite  legisla- 
tive action — if  not  by  Congress,  then 
by  the  several  states.  It  has  hap- 
pened before." 

Depinet,  in  taking  an  opposite 
stand,  writes:  "If  the  phrase  'f.o.b. 
Detroit'  should  some  day  become  a 
great  moral  and  social  issue  in  the 
automotive  industry  to  which  was  at- 
tributed the  menace  of  side-road 
'necking,'  engine  trouble  and  the 
wearing  quality  of  upholstery,  it 
would  be  no  more  absurd  than  the 
present  hue  and  cry  against  the 
phrase  'block-booking'  in  the  motion 
picture  industry.  Both  are  phrases 
of  strictly  commercial  significance." 
Held  National  Outgrowth 

In  tracing  the  growth  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  business,  Depinet  asserts 
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that  block-booking  is  the  natural 
outgrowth  of  its  progress  —  "the 
agreement  of  a  retailer  to  buy  a 
block  or  group  of  motion  pictures 
and  the  agreement  of  a  manufac- 
turer to  provide  a  steady  flow  of 
worth-while  merchandise." 

No  business  man  would  make  an 
investment  in  setting  up  an  enter- 
prise without  first  assuring  himself 
of  a  steady  and  reliable  source  of 
merchandise  to  sell.  "Nor  could  the 
theater  owner,"  Depinet  declares, 
"with  his  investment  in  real  estate 
and  equipment,  afford  to  risk  his  cap- 
ital without  an  equally  assured  and 
steady  source  of  merchandise." 

"Revolutionary  change  in  such 
procedure  by  legislation  would,  it  is 
believed  by  the  majority  of  theater 
owners  and  producers,  be  disastrous 
to  the  industry  as  a  whole,"  Depinet 
concludes.  "Such  a  proposed  law  is 
the  Neely  Bill,  which  seeks  to  pro- 
hibit block-hooking.  This  bill  is 
thought  by  a  large  proportion  of  the 
industry  to  be  an  amazing  example 
of  misleading,  deceptive  and  con- 
fused legislation,  destined  to  wreak 
havoc  in  the  production  and  exhibi- 
tion of  motion  pictures.  If  the  in- 
dustry should  survive  its  tyrannical 
edicts,  it  would  inevitably  result  in 
higher  admission  prices  to  the  pub- 
lic, due  to  the  fact  that  the  theater 
would  then  exhibit  only  proved  box 
office  attractions,  while  the  producer 
would  be  compelled  to  include  the 
cost  of  less  profitable  and  unplayed 
pictures  in  the  terms  for  successful 
ones. 

"It  would  result  in  the  closing  of 
a  vast  number  of  theaters,  largely  the 
small  theaters  unable  to  compete  in 
buying  strength  with  the  larger 
houses.  It  would  increase  the  sell- 
ing cost,  for  the  absence  of  block- 
booking  would  require  individual 
sales  effort  for  each  picture.  In- 
stead of  improving  the  quality  of 
pictures,  it  would  lessen  their  merit 
by  making  the  production  of  every 
picture  an  even  more  precarious  ad- 
venture and  unjustifiable  risk  of 
huge  sums  of  money  without  a  rea- 
sonable assurance  of  an  opportunity 
for  return." 


Sam  Sax  Resigns  After 

12  Years  with  Warner  Bros. 
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tion  in  England,  he  was  general  pro- 
duction chief  for  Warners  at  the 
Vitagraph  studios  in  Brooklyn  where 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  company's 
short  subject  productions. 


Jubilee  to  Produce  in  East 

Plans  of  Jubilee  Pictures,  Inc.,  to 
produce  in  the  East  were  announced 
yesterday.  Company  plans  immed- 
iate production  of  one  film,  with  six 
further  productions  to  be  made  here 
being  discussed. 


Eastern  Theaters,  Ltd.,  Div. 

Montreal — Directors  of  Eastern 
Theaters,  Ltd.,  have  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  3%  per  cent  on  the  preferred 
payable  Jan.  31  to  shareholders  of 
record  Jan.  15. 


Gazzola  Re-enters  Exhibition 

Chicago — Frank  Gazzola,  former- 
ly an  important  circuit  theater  op- 
erator in  Chicago,  has  re-entered  the 
field  with  the  Imperial  theater. 

Hobbs  Blue  Law  Fades 

Hobbs,  N.  M. — Sabbath  closing  or- 
dinance here  is  slated  for  repeal; 
after  three  weeks'  trial,  city  found 
it  hurt  business. 


PLAGE  PICKWICK  CASE 
DATA  BEFORE  JACKSON 
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torney  General  Paul  Williams,  indi- 
cating earlier  reports  that  the  Pick- 
wick situation  may  be  the  kejL  ".one 
of  a  Government  test  case  R_  »he 
industry. 

Meanwhile,  important  distribution 
executives  are  reportedly  making  an 
effort  to  settle  the  clearance  contro- 
versy in  Greenwich  among  them- 
selves, with  the  view  of  re-vamping 
present  contracts  to  permit  the  Pick- 
wick to  get  a  number  of  first-run 
pictures,  lack  of  which  has  aroused 
protest  among  the  townspeople. 
However,  Ed  Peskay,  operator  of 
the  theater,  is  reported  to  be  pre- 
paring an  anti-trust  suit  which  will 
be  filed  shortly  unless  his  2,000-seat 
house  is  granted  first  product. 


French  Gov't  May  Protect 
Movietone  News  "Scoops" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Government  may  rescind  the  reg- 
ulation requiring  all  material  shot  by 
the  newsreels  and  okayed  by  the 
Government  to  be  turned  over  to  all 
reels  for  duping. 

With  the  largest  staff  on  the  war 
fronts  claimed,  it  is  believed  that 
Movietone  initiated  the  move  to  pro- 
tect the  material  which  it  must  nec- 
essarily get  with  its  extensive  cov- 
erage. Under  the  existing  setup, 
this  material,  no  matter  how  exclu- 
sive, must  be  turned  over  to  all  reels 
when  it  is  okayed. 


CBS  to  Give  Single  Scene 
of  "Of  Mice  and  Men"  on  Air 


Hal  Roach  Studios  yesterday 
closed  negotiations  with  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System  to  present  a 
radio  preview  of  the  picture,  "Of 
Mice  and  Men,"  on  the  "Pursuit  of 
Happiness"  program  next  Sunday  at 
4:30  p.m.  Instead,  however,  of  pre- 
senting a  condensed  version,  as  is 
the  custom,  only  one  scene  from  the 
picture  will  be  given. 

Burgess  Meredith,  Lon  Chaney, 
Jr.,  and  Roman  Bohnen,  who  appear 
in  the  film,  will  be  featured  in  the 
excerpt  given  on  the  air. 


Metzger  With  Krueger 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Joe  Metzger,  who  is 
Eddie  Cantor's  son-in-law,  has,  since 
the  first  of  the  year,  joined  John 
Krueger  as  an  associate  in  the  per- 
sonal management  business. 


Canine  Pari-Mutuels 

Albany— A  bill  to  permit  pari-mutuel 
betting  on  dog  races  is  in  course  of 
preparation,  it  was  learned  from  an  au- 
thoritative source  yesterday. 
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CRITICSVOTE  MR.JHIPS" AS m BEST 

Fine  Arts  to  Establish  Coast-to-Coast  Exchange  Net 


Plans  to  Release  26  Features, 

16  Additional  Outdoor 

Pictures 

A  cost-to-coast  network  of  25  ex- 
changes will  be  set  up  by  Fine  Arts 
Pictures  for  the  distribution  of  the 
company's  product,  it  was  learned 
yesterday.  Franklyn  Warner,  head 
of  the  company,  plans  to  release  26 
features  and  16  outdoor  features. 

Five  stories,  "Dead  Man  Cipher," 
"SOS  Submarine,"  "Derelict  Street," 
"At  Your  Age,"  and  "Interference," 
are  to  go  into  production  within  a 
month.  The  six  features  that  Fine 
Arts  made  for  Grand  National  have 
been  turned  back  to  Fine  Arts  by 
New  York  Courts  and  together  with 
"Exile  Express"  will  be  distributed 
by  the  new  organization. 

Warner  has  made  offers  to  Grand 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

"CONFIDENTIAL"  DATA 
OF  MAJORS  PROTECTED 


A  stipulation  was  filed  yesterday 
in  the  Federal  Court  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  in  the  equity  suit  in 
which  the  Government  agreed  to 
withhold  from  the  public  the  answers 
to  any  of  the  interrogatories  which 
the  major  companies  "deemed  con- 
fidential." 

The  salient  point  in  the   Govern- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


'Abe  Lincoln"  Expected 
to  Open  at  the  Hollywood 

"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  is  ex- 
pected to  have  its  Broadway  pre- 
miere at  the  Hollywood  Theater  fol- 

(Contimied  on  Page  3) 


San  Antonio's  Feat 

San  Antonio  Evening  News  readers 
rate  as  the  ablest  non-professional  ap- 
praisers of  film  values,  on  the  basis  of 
the  results  of  the  local  "Ten  Best"  poll 
conducted  by  Mary  Louise  Walliser,  pa- 
per's critic.  Not  only  did  Miss  Walli- 
ser's  readers  name  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips" 
the  No.  One  picture,  but  they  selected 
all  other  pictures  embraced  by  the  na- 
tional "Best  Ten."  It's  an  accomplish- 
ment standing  alone. 


— - 


"TEN  BEST"  of  1939 

As  Selected  by  542  Representative  American 
Critics  and  Reviewers  from  448  Eligible  Pictures. 

I 

V( 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips 472 

A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  British  production 

a 
Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington .    433 

A  Columbia  production 

m 
Pygmalion   349 

A  Gabriel  Pascal  British  production,  distributed 
by  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

IV 

Wuthering  Heights ...283 

A  Samuel  Goldwyn  production  for  United  Artists 

Dark  Victory  ....   280 

A  Warner  Bros,  production 

m 
The  Women 254 

A  Metro-Goldtvyn-Mayer  production 

vn 
The  Wizard  of  Oz.   244 

A  Metro-Goldtvyn-Mayer  production 

vra 
Juarez  216 

A  Warner  Bros,  prod 

IX 

Stanley  and  Livingstone  —  ...    213 

A   Twentieth  Century-Fox  proc 

The  Old  Maid  ...   ... 

A  Warner  Br 

— - 


British    Production    Takes 

Poll's    Premier    Honors 

for   First  Time 

By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 
Editor,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

The  first  foreign-made  pic- 
ture ever  to  win  the  distinction, 
"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,"  pro- 
duced in  pre-war  England  by 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  rates  with 
America's  professional  film  critics 
and  reviewers  as  the  No.  1  feature 
release  of  1939. 

Rolling  up  a  total  of  472  votes  out 
of  a  possible  542 — this  figure  repre- 
senting the  number  of  critics  and  re- 
viewers participating  in  The  Film 
Daily's  coast-to-coast  and  border-to- 
border  symposium  —  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips"  was  out  in  front  from  the 
start  and  finished  with  a  nearly  40- 
vote  lead. 

The   other  nine   outstanding   1939 

(Continued  on  Page  23) 


FAN  POLLS  REFLECT 
NATIONAL  "TEN  BEST" 


With  newspapers  conducting  local 
polls  in  conjunction  with  The  Film 
Daily's  national  "Ten  Best"  sym- 
posium increasing  approximately  50 
per  cent  to  an  all-time  high  of  about 
60,  consensus  of  the  local  results 
reported  strikingly  parallels  the  se- 
lections of  the  542  critics  who  cast 
ballots. 

Not  only  does  the  consensus  dis- 
close "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips"  as  the 
No.  One  picture,  but  the  other  nine 
pictures  taking  national  poll  honors 
are  included,  although  the  order  of 

(Continued  on  Page  28) 


Bette  Davis9  Record 

Bette  Davis,  with  stellar  appearances 
in  Warners'  "Dark  Victory,"  "Juarez" 
and  "The  Old  Maid,"  is  the  first  star 
to  score  a  "Best  Ten"  triple  under  a 
single  studio's  banner.  Closest  to  that 
record  is  Tyrone  Power's  1938  triple 
distinction.  Power  co-starred  in  "Alex- 
ander's Ragtime  Band"  and  "In  Old  Chi- 
cago" for  Twentieth  Century-Fox  and 
in  "Marie  Antoinette"  for  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer. 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 10%     10V4     10V4     

Col.Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    7%       75/8       73/4+     l/8 
Columbia    Piers,   pfd..   225/8     21  %     22%   +     % 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 834       83,4       &A  —     % 

East.    Kodak     164 1/4  163       163       —1 

do    pfd 178       178       178         

Gen.    Th.    Eq 12%     MV2     12'/2  —     Vi 

Loew's,    Inc 35%     35V2     35V2  —     V4 

do    pfd 1073/s   1073/8  1073/g  _     y8 

Paramount    7%       73/8       73/8  —     yA 

Paramount    1st    pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd..      9V4       9  9         

Pathe    Film    9l/2       9V4       9l/4  —     % 

RKO     13/s        13/g       13/g      

20th    Century-Fox     ..    125/8     12V2     12'/2  —     14 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  24%     24%     24%   +     % 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 70%     70%     70%      

Warner  Bros 3%       35/8       3%  —     % 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK   BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3%s46.103       10234  103       +     Vs 

Para.      B'way     3s55..   50         50         50         

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.cv.  3%s47     86         86         86       —     % 

RKO     6s41      55         55         55         

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor     14%     14%     14%  —     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal    Picts 9%       8%       8%     

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100%  104 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.    2nd   deb.   '45.   71%     73% 
Roxy   Thea.   Bldg.   4s   1st    '57 66%     67% 


Standee  Issue  Again  Delayed 

Wilmington,  Del.— The  City  Coun- 
cil last  night  again  postponed  action 
on  the  film  theater  standee  issue. 
Union  and  exhibitor  officials  attended 
the  session. 


IATSE  Board  In  Miami 

Midwinter  meeting  of  the  IATSE 
executive  board  will  be  held  next 
week  in  Miami. 


Continuous,  Extended  Run 
for  "Pinocchio"  at  Center 


The  run  of  "Pinocchio"  at  the  Cen- 
ter Theater  when  it  opens  there  in 
February  will  be  on  a  continuous 
run  policy  for  an  indefinite  engage- 
ment, it  was  announced  yesterday 
by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice-prexy. 
Depinet  stated  that  the  picture  was 
not  going  into  the  Music  Hall  be- 
cause of  the  maximum  five-week 
period  allowed  a  picture  there,  add- 
ing that  "Snow  White"  did  the  big- 
gest day's  business  of  its  run  at  Hall 
on  the  last  day,  a  clear  indication 
that  it  could  have  continued  there 
for  some  time. 

RKO  asked  for  a  guaranteed  min- 
imum 10-week  engagement  at  the 
Music  Hall,  but  commitments  by  the 
Music  Hall  for  other  pictures  pre- 
vented the  deal  from  going  through. 
Company  expects  over  1,000,000  peo- 
ple to  see  the  film  at  the  Center.  De- 
pinet revealed  that  Coast  previews 
of  the  picture  had  received  unusual- 
ly enthusiastic  receptions. 


Columbia  Can  Consolidate 
Five   Stockholder  Actions 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Samuel  H.  Hofstadter  yesterday 
granted  an  application  of  Columbia 
Pictures  to  consolidate  five  stock- 
holders' actions  brought  against  the 
company  and  its  officers  and  direc- 
tors. At  the  same  time  the  Court 
directed  an  amended  complaint  to  be 
filed  within  30  days  and  an  answer 
in  an  additional  30  days.  Suit  claims 
waste  and  mismanagement  and  ex- 
cessive bonuses  to  Columbia  officials. 


Edison  Says  Navy  Dept. 

to  Co-op  With  Producers 

Washington    Bureau    oi    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Charles  Edison,  re- 
cently appointed  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  pledged  departmental  assist- 
ance to  film  producers  and  news- 
reels  in  speaking  at  a  Variety  Club 
luncheon. 


To  Audit  RKO  Books 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  ves- 
terday  signed  an  order  which  author- 
ized the  Irving  Trust  Co..  as  trustee 
of  RKO,  to  retain  Price,  Waterhouse 
Co.  to  prepare  an  audit  of  the  books 
of  the  companv  for  the  fiscal  year 
1939.  Price,  Waterhouse  is  not  to 
receive  more  than  $4,800  as  com- 
pensation. 


Sonja  Henie  Plea  Denied 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Louis  A.  Valente  yesterdav  denied 
an  application  of  Sonja  Henie  to  dis- 
miss the  suit  of  Dennis  R.  Scanlon 
for  $92,000  and  an  accounting.  Scan- 
lon claims  to  be  entitled  to  15  per 
cent  of  the  defendant's  earnings 
under  a  contract  whereby  he  alleged- 
ly secured  employment  for  her  as 
an  actress. 
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Newest  "Hardy"  Feature 

Leads  Four  Predecessors 


Metro's  "Judge  Hardy  and  Son," 
which  starts  at  the  Criterion  next 
Wednesday,  is  rolling  up  grosses  in 
its  first  32  engagements  which  top 
its  four  immediate  predecessors  in 
the  series,  Metro  home  office  reported 
yesterday.  Over-normal  biz  up  to 
148  per  cent  is  claimed. 

"Judge  Hardy  and  Son"  beat 
"Hardys  Ride  High"  in  24  spots, 
"Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy"  in  20, 
"Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever"  in 
19,  and  "Out  West  With  the  Hardys" 
in   12   engagements. 

In  seven  cities — Pittsburgh,  Fort 
Worth,  El  Paso,  Philadelphia,  Wil 
mington,  New  Orleans  and  Little 
Rock — "Judge  Hardy  and  Son"  led 
all  four  of  these  other  big  M-G-M 
grossers. 


Goldwyn  Remains  Silent 

on  "Westerner"  Distrib'n 


Samuel  Goldwyn  was  slated  to  re- 
turn to  the  Coast  last  night  and  up 
to  a  late  hour  had  given  no  indica- 
tion that  his  proposed  deal  with  War- 
ner Bros,  for  the  distribution  of 
"The  Westerner"  was  not  still  in 
effect.  While  reports  were  afloat 
that  United  Artists  would  handle 
the  picture,  Goldwyn  remained  non- 
commital. 


No  Public  Benefits  to  Come 
from   Neely's  Bill— Griffith 

Gallup,  N.  M. — Here  to  discuss 
plans  for  improving  the  Chief  and 
Navajo  theaters,  R.  E.  Griffith,  cir- 
cuit exec,  assailed  the  Neely  bill 
as  replete  with  objectionable  fea- 
tures. 

Measure's  proposed  change  of  the 
industry's  booking  system  would  re- 
sult disastrously.  Griffith  declared. 
He  added  that  there  would  be  no 
resultant  benefits  to  the  public. 

Nix  Ziegfeld  Name  Use 

The  Ziegfeld  Midnite  Frolic  Corp. 
and  Nicholas  Blair  were  restrained 
yesterday  by  New  York  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Louis  A.  Valente  from 
using  the  name  Ziegfeld  for  its 
club.  Suit  for  an  injunction  had 
been  brought  by  Loew's.  Inc.,  Select 
Operating  Corn.,  and  Billie  Burke 
Ziegfeld,  all  of  whom  claim  rights 
for  the  use  of  the  Ziegfeld  name  for 
the  screen  and  stage.  No  damages 
were  assessed. 


Circuits  Get  306's  Case 

At  the  meeting  yesterday  be- 
tween the  circuits  and  Local  306, 
projectionists  union,  to  discuss  re- 
quested wage  increases,  the  union 
nresented  its  case.  Next  meeting 
has  been  set  for  Wednesday. 


Requisition  for  Bioff 

Chicago,  111. — Gov.  Henry  Horner 
has  issued  requisition  papers  on 
Governor  Olson  of  California  for  the 
return  of  William  Bioff,  IATSE 
exec,  to  complete  sentence  here 
on    an    old   Illinois   conviction. 


cominG  nno  GOint 


was   slated   to    return 


Fine    Arts    executive, 


y 


SAMUEL    GOLDWYN 
Hollywood   last   night. 

SAM     BERKOWITZ, 
here   from   the   Coast. 

FRANCES  LEVEN,  secretary  to  William  e 
is   vacationing   in   Florida. 

JOHN  TWIST,  writer,   is  here  from  the  Coasb 

ADOLPH    ZUKOR    and    MR.    and    MRS.    JOHi  | 
W.   HICKS  sail   for  South   America   today   in   U 
Santa    Elena. 


> 


WILLIAM    DIETERLE    is    here    for    a    two-wee 
vacation. 

RAY   BRANCH,    president   of   Michigan    Allie 
is   due   here   Tuesday. 

ENDRE   DE   TOTH,   Hungarian   director,   and 
GOLDSMITH,    English    producer,    arrive    here   tc 
day   on   the   Rex. 


il 


is    due    here    Sunday    froi 


KEN    THOMSON 
the  Coast. 

WALLACE    FORD    leaves    for    Florida    today. 

ANITA   LOUISE    left    New   York   yesterday    fc 
p.a.'s   in   Hartford   and   Chicago 

LON    CHANEY,    JR.,    arrives    here    today    fror 
the   Coast   via   American. 

INGRID 

the    Rex. 


BERGMAN     arrives     here     today     o 


VLODEMAR  VETLUCUIN,  associate  editor 
Redbook,  is  in  Hollywood  for  the  broadcast 
conjunction  with   the  mag.'s  star  award. 


Nick  is  Acquitted  on  First 
Charge  by  Directed  Verdic 

St.  Louis — John  P.  Nick,  oustec 
head  of  IATSE,  Local  No.  143,  wa 
acquitted  on  a  charge  of  extortion 
growing  out  of  the  alleged  payof 
of  $10,000  during  a  wage  parley  witr 
local  exhibitors  in  1936,  yesterday 
in  a  directed  verdict  by  Circuit  Judg 
Thomas  J.  Rowe,  Jr.,  who  sustaine 
a  defense  demurrer  which  attacke* 
the  sufficiency  of  the  state's  evidence  f* 
This  is  the  first  of  two  extortior 
indictments  voted  against  Nick. 

He  was  jointly  charged  with  Staff 
Representative  Edward  M.  Brady  buff 
took  a  severance.    In  the  other  cas 
he  is  jointly  charged  with  his  forme 
aide,   Clyde  A.  Weston. 

There  was  no  indication  whether 
Brady  would  be  tried  or  when  Nick 
and  Weston  will  be  called  to  face 
the  other  charge. 


—-r;-  ~p"^'7;rv> 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  12 

Marvin  Schenck  Eddie  Selzer 

Lew  Collins  Henry  Linet 

JANUARY   13 
Kay  Francis  Donald  Duck 

Herbert  Brenon  Louis  Payne 

Edwin  Styles 
JANUARY   14 
Major  Edward  Bowes  Oara  Beranger 

Bebe  Daniels  Edward  P.  Curtis 

Henrik  Willem  van  Loon 
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jCCASIONAL  EASTERN 
PIX  OKAY,  SAYS  ZUKOR 


Adolph  Zukor   sees  no  more  rea- 
)n  for  transferring  production  ac- 
Ses  to  New  York  than  the  auto- 


ODll 


iSbile  industry  would  have  in  mov- 
ag  its  plants  from  Detroit  to  an- 
il nth  er  city.  The  Paramount  board 
lairman,  who  sails  today  for  South 
.merica  with  John  W.  Hicks,  told 
ade  press  representatives  yester- 
»ay  that  occasional  production  in 
le  East  might  be  all  right  but  that 
ulk  production  in  New  York  would 
ot  be  practical,  in  his  opinion. 
n  Zukor  said  the  purpose  of  the 
atin-American  trip  was  to  confer 
iith  the  company's  representatives 
i ad  to  determine  the  types  of  pic- 
lres  desired  by  the  people. 
The  Paramount  executive  said  he 
ad  not  heard  of  any  plans  to  cur- 
lil  production  for  next  season,  al- 
lough  he  added  that  it  was  some- 
hat  early  to  concentrate  on  the 
940-41  lineup.  He  also  denied  re- 
orts  that  Paramount  had  dropped 
s  plan  to  enlarge  its  Coast  studios. 
Zukor  and  Hicks  are  due  back  in 
,ew  York  about  March  18. 


Abe  Lincoln1'  Expected 
to  Open  at  the  Hollywood 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

iwing  the  run  of  "The  Blue  Bird." 
he   Center  Theater  had   been   con- 
sidered but  probably  will  be  aban- 
1Dned  because  of  the  scheduled  en- 
gagement of  "Pinocchio." 
';  "Lincoln"  has  been  set  for  Harris- 
urg,  Pa.,   opening  on  Jan.   29   and 
ill  go  into  the  Sheridan  in  Miami 
hen  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  closes 
C  that  house.     World  premiere  will 
3  held  in  Washington  on  Jan.  22. 
All    engagements   will    be    at   ad- 
janced    admission    prices,    with    re- 
«rved  seats  at  night. 


Twist  on  "American  Way" 

"  John  Twist,  writer,  has  been 
fought  here  from  the  Coast  by 
iarry  Goetz  and  Max  Gordon  to 
repare  the  script  for  "The  Amer- 
an  Way,"  which  Gordon  and  Goetz 
ill  produce  for  RKO. 


Frank  Casey  Stricken 

Oakland,  Calif. — Frank  C.  Casey, 
L,  veteran  projectionist  and  theater 
lanager,  died  here  from  a  heart  at- 
tck. 


69th  to  Hear  Lehman 

Albany — Governor  Lehman  may  address 
the  reunion  dinner  of  the  Fighting  69th 
in  New  York  on  Jan.  24  at  which  War- 
ners' "The  Fighting  69th"  will  be  pre- 
viewed. Regimental  invitation  was  ex- 
tended at  the  Capitol  here  by  Brig. 
Cen.  A.  E.  Anderson,  Col.  John  J. 
Mangan,  and  Maj.  William  P.  Cavanaugh. 
If  the  Governor  cannot  be  present,  his 
talk   will   be   piped    in,    it   is   understood. 


wiTti  t>H||_  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     SINCE  today  is   "Ten   Best"  Announcement  Day let's 

examine  some  of  the  sub-surface  aspects  of  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  1939 
poll for  all  that  glitters  is  not  the  Golden  Ten  on  top for  de- 
servedly  sharing   the   credit   at   large are   the   pix   on    the   Honor 

Roll They    have    definite    association    with    gold not    merely 

because  of  the  swell  job  they've  done  in  swelling  b.o.  coffers and 

providing  gilt-edged  hours  for  multi-millions  of  fans but  also  via 

the    strange    coincidence    that    they    number    just    49 Accordingly, 

we'll  christen  them  "The  Forty-Niners" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     IF  you'll   look  over  the   list   carefully 'twill   be 

discovered  that  RKO  Radio  attractions showed  their  mettle 

in  the  eyes  of  the  nation's  critics Indeed,  the  strength  of  the 

RKO  Radio  product  is  plainly  disclosed by  the  fact  that  the 

company's  big  pix  numerically  overshadowed  those  of  competitors 
in  the  "Forty-Niners"  bracket — "Love  Affair,"  "Bach- 
elor Mother,"  "Gunga  Din"  and  "Nurse  Edith  Cavell"  rating  high 
in  critical  appraisement 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     FURTHER    examination    of    the    "Forty-Niners" shows 

that  Mister  Samuel  Goldwyn  scooted  off  with  considerably  more  honors 

than  accrued  from  his  "Wuthering  Heights"  grabbing  fourth  place 

among  the  "Top  Ten" Indeed,  he  succeeded  in  placing  every  one 

of  his  lately-made  attractions  on  the  Honor  Roll 'cept  "The  Cowboy 

and  the  Lady".  .  .  •  Republic  can  rightly  rejoice  for  the  reason  that 
its  very  first  big-budget  pix "Man  of  Conquest" ......  received  hon- 
orable-mention status 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     UNIVERSAL'S    Deanna   Durban    vehicle "Three 

Smart  Girls  Grow  Up" rode  into  the  Honor  Roll thus 

keeping  a  100  per  cent  record  intact which  is  that   every 

film  in  which  the  youthful  star  has  appeared  under  that  company's 

banners had  been  prominent  in  the  poll's  voting.  .  .     •  If 

Walter  Wanger  has  any  pangs  of  disappointment  over  the  narrow 

"squeak"  of  missing  the  "Ten  Besf  with  his  "Stagecoach" 

he  should  lamp  the  vastly  narrower  "squeak"  which  prevented  the 

12th  place  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln"  of  20th-Fox from  heading  the 

Honor  Roll! 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     TURNING  to  the  "Ten  Best" two  players  enjoyed  the 

rare  distinction  of  having  appeared  in  three  pix  of  that  class  in  the  1939 

poll Bette  Davis  starred  in  "Dark  Victory,"  "Juarez"  and  "The  Old 

Maid" while  Donald  Crisp  was  an  important  cast  member  in  the 

two  latter  films plus  "Wuthering  Heights".  .  .  •  An  exclusive  lit- 
tle club if  the  boys  take  a  mind  to  form  it would  be  the  "His- 
tory Repeats  Club" Membership  would  exclude  all  but  the  Messrs. 

Frank  Capra,  Cedric  Gibbons,   and  Douglas  Shearer for  they   are 

the  only  ones  who  won  dual  credits  on  the  "Ten  Best"  in  1938 and 

repeated  this  unusual  performance  again  in  the  1939  poll.  .  .  •  An- 
other unusual  sidelight this  time  in  connection  with  the  polls  con- 
ducted by   some   60   U.   S.   newspapers   co-operatively   with   THE  FILM 

DAILY to   ascertain   the   public's   views   on   the   "Ten   Best" 

happened  in  the  instance  of  the  Madison   (Wis.)   Capital   Times   probe 

An  18-year-old  school  girl Elaine  Kerl won  this  year's 

contest and  she's  the  self  same  young  lady  who  won  first  place 

in  that  newspaper's  probe  two  years  ago which  proves  that  Miss 

Kerl   knows    her   cinematic    onions and,    too,    that    lightning    CAN 

strike  twice  in  the  same  place 


11  CLEVELAND  HOUSES 
JOIN  FOR  GASH  GAME 


Cleveland— Giant  Ten-O-Win  will 
be  introduced  in  Cleveland  on  Jan. 
18  when  eleven  West  Side  film  the- 
aters will  combine  in  a  game  to 
give  away  $2,000.  Loud  speakers 
placed  in  all  of  the  11  houses  will 
make  it  possible  for  patrons  to  hear 
the  results  of  the  spins  and  all  are 
eligible  to  the  award. 

If  group  policy  proves  successful, 
the  same  plan  will  be  introduced  in 
other  sections  of  the  city.  The  par- 
ticipating theaters  in  the  initial  in- 
troduction are  the  Franklin,  Rialto, 
Jennings,  Lorain-Fulton,  Garden, 
Dennison  Square,  Capitol,  Hilliard 
Square,  Homestead,  Detroit  and 
Memphis. 

Jack  Marpole  of  Ten-O-Win,  sold 
through  National  Screen  Service, 
will  be  here  from  the  West  Coast  to 
participate  in  the  opening  of  the 
Giant  Ten-O-Win. 


'Fire  Over  England"  Gets 

First-Run  After  3  Years 


Detroit — "Fire  Over  England,"  a 
Korda  production  of  three  years  back, 
distributed  through  UA,  has  been 
booked  for  a  first-run,  opening  Jan. 
22,  by  the  Cinema  Theater  three 
days  before  premiere  of  "Gone  With 
the  Wind."  Film  failed  to  get  a 
local  first-run  three  years  ago,  be- 
cause of  lack  of  star  names  with 
American  appeal.  The  stars  of  the 
film  are  Vivien  Leigh,  Laurence  Oli- 
vier, Raymond  Massey  and  Flora 
Robson. 


Two  Detroit  Roadshows 

to   Play  Simultaneously 

Detroit— With  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  starting  at  the  Wilson  and 
United  Artists  theaters  on  Jan.  25 
and  "The  Blue  Bird"  set  for  the 
Adams  on  Feb.  1,  this  city  will  have 
two  roadshows  simultaneously. 

"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame" 
starts  at  the  Fox  Jan.  26  on  a 
single  feature  basis. 


«    «      « 


»      %>      * 


5   Million  GWTW  Tickets 

Loew's  has  placed  orders  with 
printers  for  5,000,000  reserved  seat 
tickets  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind," 
said  to  be  the  largest  order  of  its 
kind  ever  placed.  Tickets  went  on 
sale  Wednesday  in  32  cities  in  which 
Loew's  has  theaters. 


Just  a  Mere  Billion 

Professional  motion  picture  industry  is 
responsible  for  $1,000,000,000  of  the 
estimated  $1,720,000,000  sales  volume  in 
photography,  it  is  estimated  by  the  In- 
ternational Economic  Research  Bureau  of 
New  York,  following  an  exhaustive  sur- 
vey. Industrial  motion  pictures  sales 
volume  is  placed  at  an  additional  $30,- 
000,000. 
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INDIE  POSTER  MEN 
TALK  MAJOR  DEALS 


Indie  poster  men  have  opened  ne- 
gotiations with  "most  of  the  major 
film  exchanges  looking  toward  a 
working  arrangement  for  the  distri- 
bution and  manufacture  of  advertis- 
ing accessories,"  it  was  said  yester- 
day by  Simon  Libros,  president  of 
the  National  Poster  Service  Associ- 
tion. 

Announcement  followed  a  meet- 
ing of  the  association's  executive 
committee  held  here  Wednesday  at 
which  time  the  advent  of  National 
Screen's  subsidiary,  Advertising  Ac- 
cessories, Inc.,  and  its  effect  on  the 
poster  and  accessory  field  was  dis- 
cussed. 

Libros  declared  that  the  poster 
exchanges  "have  already  laid  plans 
that  will  enable  us  to  supply  exhibi- 
tors with  advertising  on  the  releases 
of  all  exchanges."  He  asserted  that 
competition  was  a  factor  in  the 
maintenance  of  low  prices,  and  said 
that  the  indie  exchanges  had  been 
pledged  support  by  "hundreds  of  ex- 
hibitors." 


Dreifuss  and  Associates 

Form  Aetna  Film  Corp. 

Sacramento,  Calif. — Incorporation 
papers  have  been  filed  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  by  Arthur  Dreifuss 
and  associates  of  Los  Angeles,  for 
the  Aetna  Film  Corp.,  a  new  mo- 
tion picture  producing  concern. 


Judge  Hits  Bank  Night 

East  Rutherford,  N.  J. — In  dis- 
missing an  amusement  company's 
suit  against  Edward  Goldstein, 
charged  with  violating  a  contract 
to  operate  Bank  Night  in  his  the- 
ater, Judge  James  S.  T.  S.  Ely  de- 
scribed Bank  Night  in  theaters  as  an 
"inherently  bad  scheme  to  attract 
children  and  that  class  which  can 
least  afford  to  gamble." 


Mrs.  Frank  Buckmiller  Dead 

Baker,  Ore. — Mrs.  Frank  X.  Buck- 
miller,  president  of  the  Baker  The- 
ater, Inc.,  died  suddenly  at  her  home 
here  of  a  heart  attack.  Mrs.  Buck- 
miller  formrely  operated  theaters  in 
Seattle. 


T.  P.  Ronan  Recovering 

Springfield,  111. — Thomas  P.  Ronan 
of  Danville,  district  manager  of  the 
Great  States  theaters,  is  recovering 
from  injuries  sustained  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident,  northeast  of  Deca- 
tur. 


To  Get  in  the  Mood 

Enter,  the  "mood  dinner."  It's  the 
Hotel  Piccadilly's  subtle  tribute  to 
CWTW.  Dinner  tops  a  typical  Southern 
menu  with  an  Atlanta  mint  julep  and 
is  designed  to  put  diners  in  the  right 
mood   to  see  the  Selznick  epic. 


Hollywood  Just  a  Name;  Films  Could  Be 

Made  Anywhere,  Asserts  Walter  Huston 

Because  approximately  90  per  cent  of  the  scenes  in  present  day  pictures  are  made 
within  studio  walls,  any  city  could  be  a  center  of  production,  in  the  opinion  of 
Walter  Huston.  Commenting  on  the  campaign  to  bring  more  production  to  New  York, 
Huston  said  yesterday  that  in  his  opinion  Hollywood  was  just  a  name,  except  for  the 
investment  in  real  estate  and  homes  which  the  American  industry  has.  Studios,  Huston 
asserted,  could  function  just  as  well  in  Pittsburgh,  Chicago,  Cleveland  or  any  American 
city. 


Rainbow  Division  Veterans 
in  "Fighting  69th"  Bally 

The  Rainbow  Division  in  which 
the  Fighting  Irish  served  during  the 
World  War  is  rallying  behind  War- 
ners' "The  Fighting  69th"  and  more 
than  a  score  of  chapters  of  the  Di- 
vision's veterans  will  hold  get-to- 
gethers throughout  the  country  sim- 
ultaneously with  the  regiment's  din- 
ner and  film  preview  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  on  Jan.  24. 

Local  affair  is  being  sponsored  by 
Col.  John  J.  Mangan,  the  69th  pres- 
ent c.o.,  and  Brig.-Gen.  Alexander 
E.  Anderson.  Get-togethers  sched- 
uled in  conjunction  include  those  in 
Chicago,  Washington,  Cleveland,  De- 
troit, Kansas  City,  Youngstown, 
Oklahoma  City,  Denver,  Marysville, 
Ohio,  Orlando,  Fla.;  San  Diego, 
Calif.;  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Montgomery, 
Ala.;  South  Bend,  Ind.;  Birming- 
ham, Ala.;  Mobile,  Ala.;  and  Dan- 
ville, 111.;  and  the  state  chapters  of 
Illinois,  Iowa  and  South  Carolina. 

In  Chicago,  Mayor  E.  J.  Kelly 
yesterday  proclaimed  Jan.  24  as 
Rainbow  Day.  "The  Fighting  69th" 
will  be  screened  at  the  chapter  din- 
ner there  that  night. 

Charles  Einfeld  arrives  from  the 
Coast  today  for  home  office  confer- 
ences on  "The  Fighting  69th,"  "Vir- 
ginia City"  and  "The  Magic  Bullet." 


Reade  Managers  Shifted 

Nick  Schermerhorn,  manager  of 
Reade's  Community  Theater  at  Sara- 
toga Springs,  succeeds  John  Mc- 
Nulty,  resigned,  at  the  Community 
Theater,  Morristown,  N.  J.  Joseph 
Localle,  manager  of  Reade's  King- 
ston Theater,  Kingston,  moves  into 
Schermerhorn's  place  at  the  Spa. 
Other  Reade  Theater  changes  are: 
John  Gutteridge,  manager  of  the 
Savoy  Theater,  New  York  City, 
transferred  to  the  Kingston  The- 
ater; Richard  Mooney,  formerly  at 
the  Lyric  Theater,  Asbury  Park,  to 
assist  James  Mullin  at  the  Savoy 
Theater. 


Metro  Quint  to  Debut 

Metro's  basketball  team  will  play 
its  first  game  of  the  season,  to- 
morrow, against  the  Lafayets  of 
Brooklyn,  at  the  Jacob  Riis  House. 
The  Lion  squad  includes  Hy  Malit- 
sky,  former  Monroe  star;  Murray 
Horowitz  who  played  for  Lincoln 
High;  Bob  Rigby  of  Stuyvesant,  and 
Johnny  Kraus,  ex  prep-school  ace; 
Charley  Group,  Ed  Weiland,  and  Sol 
Linder.  Sid  Salitsky  is  manager  of 
the  team,  with  Arthur  Adler,  as 
assistant. 


Fine  Arts  to  Establish 

Its  Own  Exchange  System 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

National  for  its  studio  and  studio 
equipment. 

Sol  Edwards,  former  sales  head  of 
Grand  National,  who  has  been  named 
Eastern  representative  for  Warner, 
has  been  given  tne  task  of  establish- 
ing the  branch  offices  and  selecting 
their  personnel. 

Sam  Berkowitz,  Warner's  partner, 
is  here  from  the  Coast  to  confer 
with  Edwards  and  be  active  in  the 
launching  of  the  new  enterprise. 
Warner,  himself,  is  due  here  next 
week. 

Warner  will  also  produce  for 
RKO.  It  is  understood  that  he  had 
been  withholding  his  plans  for  the 
distributing  company  until  the  out- 
come of  the  GN  situation  had  been 
determined. 


Expect  Exhibs.  to  Support 
Move  for  Pari-Mutuel  Study 

Albany — Exhibs  who  were  confi- 
dent last  May  that  the  people  of 
New  York  State  would  reject  pari- 
mutuel  horse  race  betting  only  to 
wake  up  to  a  2-1  trouncing  in  No- 
vember, are  now  taking  the  matter 
seriously  with  the  usual  plethora 
of  resolutions  due  to  be  considered 
at  meetings. 

The  Film  Daily  late  last  May, 
in  commenting  on  passage  of  the 
bill,  cited  the  instance  of  the  com- 
petition near  Buffalo  five  years  ago 
when  night  greyhound  racing  made 
deep  inroads  and  mentioned  the  re- 
port that  in  event  of  passage  tracks 
would  be  sought  near  that  city  and 
probably  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Rochester  or  Syracuse. 

With  Governor  Lehman  reportedly 
ready  to  predict  a  state  "take"  of 
$5,000,000  in  submitting  his  budget 
next  month,  opponents  are  expected 
to  rally  behind  the  proposals  of 
Senators  John  J.  McNaboe,  Arthur 
H.  Wicks  and  Assemblyman  Dutton 
S.  Patterson,  the  latter  a  minister, 
for  a  "legislative  study  of  the  pari- 
mutuel  problem." 

Realization  that  a  state  take  of 
$5,000,000  would  mean  more  than 
$100,000,000  wagering  in  the  com- 
paratively short  racing  season  has 
theater  operators  genuinely  con- 
cerned. 

Critic  on  Air  for  Tri-States 

Omaha— Tri-States  Theaters  are 
sponsoring  Keith  Wilson,  Omaha 
World-Herald  film  critic,  on  a  twice- 
a-week  five-minute  radio  program 
over  World-Herald's  station  KOWH. 
Wilson  explains  and  discusses  the 
new  pictures  but  will  not  review 
over  the  air. 


"CONFIDENTIAL"  DATA 
OF  MAJORS  PROTEGTEI 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ment's  concession  to  the  majoi 
stated  "with  respect  to  the  ansy  -to 
to  the  interrogatories  that  theV.-yf 
fendants  deemed  confidential,  the 
shall  submit  them  to  the  Deparl 
ment  of  Justice,  rather  than  file  thei 
with  the  Court.  The  Governmer. 
shall  not  publish  or  reveal,  prior  t 
trial,  the  contents  of  the  answers  t 
any  one  other  than  the  employes  c 
the  Federal  government  engaged  i 
the  preparation  for,  or  the  trial  o: 
the  suit." 

It  was  revealed  at  the  local  oi 
fice  of  the  D  of  J  that  the  major 
had  qualms  about  revealing  infor 
mation  as  to  their  financial  struc 
ture,  loans  and  obligations  outstand 
ing,  and  terms  of  contracts  with  ex 
hibitors.  The  Government's  actio' 
was  taken  to  reassure  defendant 
that  business  secrets  would  not  b 
disclosed  to  competitors  who  migh 
take  advantage  of  the  disclosures 
All  other  answers  not  innately  con 
fidential  will  be  publicly  filed.  Th 
Government,  it  was  learned,  has 
similar  right  as  to  its  answers,  bu 
does  not  expect  to  exercise  itj 
privilege. 


California  and  Arkansas 

Theaters  Fire-Damagec 

Colusa,  Calif. — Fire  starting  fron 
a  cigaret  left  on  the  loge  sectioi 
caused  $22,000  damage  to  interio: 
and  marquee  of  the  Gem  Theater 
Frank  Steele,  manager,  said  tha' 
the  theater  will  be  rebuilt. 


Star    City,    Ark.— The    Star    the 
ater  was  destroyed  by  a  $7,500  fire 


Huntsville,  Ark. — Fire  here  de- 
stroyed  the  Dixie  theater  with  $10 
000  damage. 


N.  Y.  Publicity-Advertising 
Meeting  Attended  by  IOC 

The  Screen  Publicists  and  Adver- 
tising Ass'n  held  its  first  large  meet- 
ing last  night  in  the  Windsor  Roorr 
of  the  Hotel  Piccadilly,  more  thar 
100  publicists  and  advertising  met 
from  film  home  offices  attending. 

Chief  matter  up  for  discussion  wai 
the  swift  completion  of  the  organi 
zation. 


Acquires  Upstate  Rights 

World  Pictures  has  acquired  up- 
state New  York  distribution  rights 
for   "Mill    on   the   Floss." 


Consuls  See  "Peace" 

"Peace  on  Earth,"  M-C-M  short  sub- 
ject, was  screened  at  New  York  Uni- 
versity last  night  for  the  Japanese, 
Chinese,  Italian  and  French  consuls. 
Screening  was  arranged  by  Professor 
Frederick  Thrasher  of  N.  Y.   U. 
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whose  intelligence,  integrity,  perception, 
keen  appreciation  of  the  cinematic  art  and 
lively  and  friendly  interest  in  the  industry's 
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Ten  Best  Pictures  Poll. 


*? 


heMQ&to&r 


Publisher 


*.  * 


*x*. 


v  O' 


*    * 


$YE  Mft 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Production 


Produced  in  England 


Producer 
VICTOR  SAVILLE 


Stars 

ROBERT  DONAT,  GREER  GARSON 


Director 

SAM  WOOD 


Photographer F.  A.  YOUNG 

Screenplay R.  C.  SHERRIFF, 

CLAUDINE  WEST,  ERIC  MASCHWITZ 

Book ,  JAMES  HILTON 

Production  Manager HAROLD  BOXALL 


Art  Director ALFRED  JUNGE 

Recording A.  W.  WATKIN.  C.  C.  STEVENS 

Film  Editor CHARLES  FREND 

Special  Music RICHARD  ADDINSELL 

Musical  Director LOUTS  LEVY 


General  Press  Representative. . .  .Howard  Dietz 

Produced  at Denham  Studios,  England 

Release  Date July  28.  1939 


—  CAST  — 

Robert  Donat,  Greer  Garson,  Terry  Kilburn,  John  Mills,  Paul  von  Hermied, 
Judith  Furse,  Lyn  Harding,  Milton  Rosmer,  Frederick  Liester,  Louise  Hccnpton, 
Austin  Trevor,  David  Tree,  Edmond  Breon,  Jill  Furse,  Scott  Sunderland, 
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A  Columbia  Picture 


Producer-Director 

FRANK  CAPRA 

iPhotographer JOSEPH  WALKER 

Author LEWIS  R.  FOSTER 

Screenplay   SuONEY  BUCHMAN 

Montage  Effects SLAVKO  VORKAPICH 

Assistant  Director ARTHUR  S.  BLACK 


Stars 

JEAN  ARTHUR,  JAMES  STEWART 

Gowns    KALLOCH 

Film  Editors GENE  HAVLICK,  AL  CLARK 

Sound  Engineer .ED  BERNDS 

Musical  Director M.  W.  STOLOFF 

Musical  Score DMITRI  RIOMKIN 


Art  Director LIONEL  BANKS 


General  Press  Representative, 

Maurice  A.  Bergman 

Produced  at Columbia  Pictures  Studios, 

Hollywood 
Release  Date October  19,  1939 


CAST  — 

Jean  Arthur,  James  Stewart,  Claude  Rains,  Edward  Arnold,  Guy  Kibbee. 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Eugene  Pallette,  Beulah  Bondi,  H.  B.  Warner,  Harry  Carey, 
Astrid  Allwyn,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Grant  Mitchell,  Porter  Hall,  Baby  Dumpling, 
H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  Pierre  Watkin,  Charles  Lane,  William  Demarest,  Dick  Elliott, 
Billy  Watson,  Delmar  Watson,  John  Russell,  Harry  Watson,  Gary  Watson. 
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A  Metro-Goldtvyn-Mayer  Picture 

Produced  in  England 


Producer 

rABRIEL  PASCAL 


Stars 

LESLIE  HOWARD,  WENDY  HILLER 


Directors 
ANTHONY  ASQUITH,  LESLIE  HOWARI 


Photographer HARRY  STRADLING 

Screenplay  and  Dialogue BERNARD  SHAW 

Adaptation W.  P.  LIPSCOMBE. 

CECIL  LEWIS,  IAN  DALRYMPLE 
Music ARTHUR  HONEGGER 


Additional  Composition DR.  WILLIAM  AXT 

Sets  LAURENCE  IRVING 

Film  Editor DAVID  LEAN 

Gowns PROFESSOR  L.  CZETTEL 

Executed  By WORTH  and  SCHIAPARELLI 


General  Press  Representative ....  Howard  Dietz 

Produced  at Pinewood  Studios,  England 

Release  Date March  3.  1939 


—  CAST  — 
Leslie  Howard,  Wendy  Hiller,  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Marie  Lohr,  Scott  Sunder- 
land, Jean  Cadell,  David  Tree,  Leukeen  MacGrath,  Esme  Percy,  Everley  Gregg, 
Violet  Vanbrugh,  O.  B.  Clarence,  Irene  Brown,  Kate  Cutler. 
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A  United  Artists  Release 


Producer 
SAMUEL  GOLDWYN 


Stars 
MERLE  OBERON,  LAURENCE  OLIVIER.  DAVID  NIVEN 


Director 
WILLIAM  WYLER 


Photographer GREGG  TOLAND 

Screenplay BEN  HECHT,  CHARLES  MacARTHUR 

Novel  EMILY  BRONTE 

Art   Director JAMES   BASEVI 

Set  Decorator JULIA  HERON 

Musical  Director 


Costumes  OMAR  EIAM 

Film  Editor DANIEL  MANDELL 

Sound  Recorder PAUL  NEAL 

Assistant  Director WALTER  MAYO 

Special  Makeups BLAGOE  STEPHANOFF 

ALFRED  NEWMAN 


General  Press  Representative Lynn  Farnol 

Produced  at.  .United  Artists  Studios,  Hollywood 
Release  Date April  7,  1939 


—  CAST  — 

Merle  Oberon,  Laurence  Olivier,  David  Niven,  Flora  Robson,  Donald  Crisp, 
Hugh  Williams,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Leo  G.  Carroll,  Cecil  Humphreys,  Miles 
Mander,  Romaine  Callender,  Cecil  Kellaway,  Rex  Downing,  Sarita  Wooton, 
Douglas  Scott. 
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A  Warner  Bros.  Picture 


Charge  of  Production 

JACK  L.  WARNER 


Executive  Producer 
HAL  B.  WILLIS 


Associate  Producer 
DAVID  LEWIS 


EDMUND  GOULDING 


Star 
BETTE  DAVIS 


Photographer ERNIE  HALLER 

Play GEORGE  EMERSON  BREWER,  JR.,  BERTRAM  BLOCH 

Screenplay CASEY  ROBINSON 

Assistant  Director FRANK  HEATH 

Art  Director ROBERT  HAAS 


Gowns  ORRY-EELLY 

Film  Editor WILLIAM  HOLMES 

Sound ROBERT  B.  LEE 

Musical  Director LEO  F.  FORBSTE3N 

Musical  Score MAX  STECNER 


General  Press  Representative. S.  Charles  Einfeld 

Produced  at Warner  Bros.  Studios,  Burbank 

Release  Date April  22,  1939 


—  CAST  — 
Bette  Davis,  George  Brent,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald.  Ronald 
Reagan,  Henry  Trovers,  Cora  Witherspoon,  Dorothy  Peterson,  Virginia  Brissae. 
Charles  Richman,  Herbert  Rawlinson,  Leonard  Mudie,  Fay  Helm,  Lottie  Wil- 
liams. 
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Producer 
HUNT  STROMBERG 


A  Metro-Goldwyn-lfiayer  Picture 


Director 
GEORGE  CUKOR 


Stars 


NORMA  SHEARER,  JOAN  CRAWFORD,  ROSALIND  RUSSEUL 


Photographers OLIVER  T.  MARSH,  JOSEPH  RUTTENBERG 

Play CLARE  BOOTHE 

Screenplay ANITA  LOOS,  JANE  MURFIN 

Musical  Score EDWARD  WARD,  DAVID  SNELL 

Recording  Director DOUGLAS  SHEARER 

K^9  Film  Editor 


Art  Director CEDRIC  GIBBONS 

Associate WADE  B.  RUBOTTOM 

Set  Decorations EDWIN  B.  WILLIS 

Gowns  and  Fashion  Show ADRIAN 

Hair  Stylist SYDNEY  GWLAROFF 

ROBERT  J.  KERN 


General  Press  Representative Howard  Dietz 

Produced  at M-G-M  Studios,  Culver  City 

Release  Date September   1,   1939 


—  CAST  — 

Norma  Shearer.  Joan  Crawford,  Rosalind  Russell,  Mary  Boland,  Paulette 
Goddard,  Phyllis  Povah,  Joan  Fontaine,  Virginia  Weidler,  Lucille  Watson, 
Florence  Nash,  Muriel  Hutchison,  Esther  Dale,  Ann  Morriss,  Ruth  Hussey,  Den- 
nie  Moore,  Mary  Cecil,  Mary  Beth  Hughes,  Virginia  Grey,  Marjorie  Main,  Cora 
Witherspoon,  Hedda  Hopper. 
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A  Metro-Goldtvyn-Mayer  Picture 

Producer  Director 

MERVYN  LE  ROY  VICTOR  FLEMING 

Stars 
JUDY  GARLAND,  FRANK  MORGAN,  RAY  BOLGER.  BERT  LAHR,  JACK  HALEY 


Photographer   HAROLD  ROSSON 

Screenplay NOEL  LANGLEY. 

FLORENCE  RYERSON.  EDGAR  ALLAN  WOOLF 

Adaptation NOEL  LANGLEY 

Book L.  FRANK  BAUM 

Musical  Adaptation HERBERT  STOTHART 

Lyrics E.  Y.  HARBURG 

Music  HAROLD  ARLEN 

Associate  Conductor GEORGE  STOLL 

Orchestral  and  Vocal  Arrangements GEORGE  BASSMAN, 

MURRAY  CUTTER.  PAUL  MARQUARDT,  KEN  DARBY 


Musical  Numbers  Staged  By BOBBY  CONNOLLY 

Associate   ALLEN  DAVEY 

Technicolor  Director NATALIE  KALMUS 

Associate HENRI  JAFFA 

Recording  Director DOUGLAS  SHEARER 

Art  Director CEDRIC  GIBBONS 

Associate WILLIAM  A.  HORNING 

Set  Decorations EDWIN  B.  WILLIS 

Special  Effects ARNOLD  GILLESPIE 

Costumes ADRIAN 

Character  Make-Ups JACK  DAWN 


G 

General  Press  Representative ....  Howard  Dietz 

Produced  at M-G-M  Studios,  Culver  City 

Release  Date August  25,  1939 


Film  Editor BLANCHE  SEWELL 


—  CAST  — 

Judy  Garland,  Frank  Morgan,  Ray  Bolger,  Bert  Lahr,  Jack  Haley,  Billie 
Burke,  Margaret  Hamilton,  Charley  Grapewin,  Pat  Walshe,  Clara  Blandick, 
Singer  Midgets. 
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A  Warner  Bros.  Picture 

In  Charge  of  Production    Executive  Producer        Associate  Producer  Stars  Director 

JACK  L  WARNER    HAL  B.  WALLIS   HENRY   BLANKE    PAUL  MUNI.  BETTE  DAVIS    WILLIAM  DIETERLE 


Photographer   TONY  GAUDIO 

Play FRANZ  WERFEL 

Novel,  "The  Phantom  Crown" BERTITA  HARDING 

Screenplay JOHN  HUSTON. 

WOLFGANG  REINHARDT,  AENEAS  MacKENZIE 
Assistant  Director JACK  SULLIVAN 


Art  Director ANTON  GROT 

Costumes   ORRY-KELLY 

Film  Editor WARREN  LOW 

Sound C.  A.  RIGGS 

Musical  Director LEO  F.  FORBSTEIN 

Music ERICH  WOLFGANG  KORNGOLD 


General  Press  Representative .  S.  Charles  Einield 

Produced  at Warner  Bros.  Studios,  Burbank 

Release  Date June  10.  1939 


—  CAST  — 

Paul  Muni,  Bette  Davis,  Brian  Aherne.  Claude  Rains,  John  Garfield,  Donald 
Crisp,  Joseph  Calleia,  Gale  Sondergaard,  Gilbert  Roland,  Henry  O'Neill,  Pedro 
de  Cordoba,  Montagu  Love,  Harry  Davenport,  Walter  Fenner,  Alex  Leftwich, 
Georgia  Caine,  Robert  Warwick,  Gennaro  Curci,  Bill  Wilkerson,  John  Miljan, 
Hugh  Sothern,  Fred  Malatesta,  Carlos  de  Valdez,  Irving  Pichel,  Frank  Lackteen, 
Walter  O.  Stahl,  Frank  Reicher,  Holmes  Herbert,  Walter  Kingsford,  Egon 
Brecher.  Monte  Blue,  Louis  Calhern,  Manuel  Diaz,  Mickey  Kuhn,  Lillian  Nichol- 
son, Noble  Johnson,  Martin  Garralga,  Vladimir  Sokoloff,  Douglas  Wood. 
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A  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Pictt 

la.  Charge  of  Production 

DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK 

Associate  Producer  Stars 

KENNETH   MACGOWAN     SPENCER  TRACY,  NANCY  KELLY.  RICHARD  GREENE 

Photographer  GEORGE  BARNES 

Original  Story HAL  LONG.  SAM  HELLMAN 

Screenplay PHILIP  DUNNE.  JULIEN  JOSEPHSON 

Assistant  Director ROBERT  WEBB 

Art  Directors WILLIAM  DARLING,  GEORGE  DUDLEY 

Costumes ROYER 


Directoi 
HENRY  KING 


Film  Editor BARBARA  McLEAN 

Sound ALFRED  BRUZLIN,  ROGER  HEMAN 

Musical  Director LOUIS  SILVERS 

Safari  Sequence 

Technical  Director MRS.  MARTIN  JOHNSON 

Director  OTTO  BROWER 


General  Press  Representative, 

Charles  E.  McCarthy 

Produced  at 20th  Century-Fox  Studio, 

Beverly  Hills 
Release  Date August  18.  1939 


—  CAST  — 
Spencer  Tracy,  Nancy  Kelly,  Richard  Greene,  Walter  Brennan,  Charles 
Coburn,  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  Henry  Hull/  Henry  Trovers,  Miles  Masder, 
David  Torrence,  Paul  Stanton,  Holmes  Herbert,  Montague  Shaw,  Brandon 
Hurst,  Hasson  Said,  Paul  Harvey,  Russell  Hicks.  Frank  Dae,  Joseph  Crehcea, 
Robert  Middlemass,  Frank  Jaquet,  Clarence  Derwent. 
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A  Warner  Bros.  Picture 


In  Charge  of  Production 
JACK  L  WARNER 


Executive  Producer 
HAL  B.  WALLIS 


Associate  Producer 

HENRY  BLANKE 


Director 
EDMUND  GOULDING 


Stars 


BETTE  DAVIS,  MIRIAM  HOPKINS 


Photographer   TONY  GAUDIO 

Pulitzer  Prize  Play ZOE  AKINS 

Novel   EDITH  WHARTON 

Screenplay CASEY  ROBINSON 

Assistant  Director JACK  SULLIVAN 

Art  Director 


Costumes    ORRY-KELLY 

Film  Editor GEORGE  AMY 

Sound C.  A.  RIGGS 

Musical  Director .LEO  F.  FORBSTEIN 

Music   MAX  STEINER 

ROBERT  HAAS 


General  Press  Representative .  S.  Charles  Einield 
Produced  at ...  .  Warner  Bros.  Studios,  Burbank 
Release  Date September  2,  1939 


—  CAST  — 

Bette  Davis,  Miriam  Hopkins,  George  Brent,  Jane  Bryan,  Donald  Crisp. 
Louise  Fazenda,  James  Stephenson,  Jerome  Cowan,  William  Lundigan,  Ce- 
cilia Loftus,  Rand  Brooks,  Janet  Shaw,  DeWolf  Hopper. 


ONE    OF   THE    FILM    DAILY   TEN    BEST    PICTURES    OF    1939 

AS  SELECTED  I  N 
THE    I S  tk   ANNUAL    POLL    OF    THE    CRITICS    OF    AMERICA 


HOSE  producers,  directors  and  literary 
craftsmen  whose  genius,  imaginative  faculties 
and  keen  appreciation  of  story  values  combined 
to  conceive  and  create  the  years  Ten  Best  Pic- 
tures, as  voted  by  the  nation  s  critics. 


PRODUCERS 


(Juarez,  The  Old  Maid) 


Jack  L.  Warner  \(Dark  victory, 
Hal  B.  Wallis 

Victor  Saville      (Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips) 

Frank  Capra 

(Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington) 

Gabriel  Pascal  (Pygmalion) 

SamUel  GoWwyn     (Wuthering  Heights) 

David  Lewis      <Dark  victory) 
Hunt  Stromberg  (The  women) 
Mervyn  LeRoy     (wizard  of  oz) 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck    )  (Stanley  and 
Kenneth  MacgowanJ  *****"> 

Henry  Blanke      (Juarez,  The  Old  Maid) 


DIRECTORS 

Edmund  Goulding  KB 

Sam  Wood       (Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips) 

EVonL-  rnni.n      (Mr-  Smith  Goes 
r  I  dl  I K  \udpVd      to  Washington) 

Anthony  Asquith  ) 

Leslie  Howard      J  (Pygmalwn) 

William  Wyler      (Wuthering  Heights) 
GeOrge  Cukor       (The  Women) 

Victor  Fleming   (The  wizard  of  oz) 
William  Dieterle    (Juarez) 

Henry  King      (Stanley  and  Livingstone) 


SCREENPLAY   WRITERS 


Casey  Robinson 

(Dark  Victory,  The  Old  Maid) 

R.  C.  Sherriff     ) 

Claudme  WeSt     /  (Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips) 

Eric  Maschwitz ) 

Sidney  Buchman  r£J  VaS^onT 
Bernard  Shaw    (Pygmalion) 

Ben  Hecht  f  (    (Wuthering 

Charles  MacArthur  I     Heights) 


(The   Women) 


Anita  Loos    \ 
Jane  Murfin  ) 

Noel  Langley  ) 

Florence  Ryerson    > 
Edgar  Allan  Woolf  ) 

John  Huston  ) 

Wolfgang  Reinhardt  /  (Juarez) 
Aeneas  MacKenzie    S 


(The  Wizard 
of  Oz) 


Philip  Dunne 
Julien  Josephson 


I 


- 


T 


HOSE  stars  whose  brilliant  histrionic 
peopled   authors*   brainchildren   with   cowl 
pelling  characters  of  flesh-and-blood;  tho. 
artists  of  the  camera  whose  inspired  and  h 


STARS 


Bette  Davis 

(Juarez,  The  Old  Maid,  Dark  Victory) 

Robert  Donat 

(Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips) 

Greer  Garson 

(Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips) 

James  Stewart 

(Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington) 

Jean  Arthur 

(Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington) 

Leslie  Howard 

(Pygmalion) 

Wendy  Hiller 

(Pygmalion) 

Merle  Oberon 

(Wuthering  Heights) 

Laurence  Olivier 

(Wuthering  Heights) 

David  Niven 

(Wuthering  Heights) 

Norma  Shearer 

(The  Women) 


Joan  Crawford 

(The  Women) 

Rosalind  Russell 

(The  Women) 

Judy  Garland 

(The  Wizard  of  Oz) 

Frank  Morgan 

(The  Wizard  of  Oz) 

Ray  Bolger 

(The  Wizard  of  Oz) 

Bert  Lahr 

(The  Wizard  of  Oz) 

Jack  Haley 

(The  Wizard  of  Oz) 

Paul  Muni 

(Juarez) 

Spencer  Tracy 

(Stanley  and  Livingstone) 

Nancy  Kelly 

(Stanley  and  Livingstone) 

Richard  Greene 

(Stanley  and  Livingstone) 

Miriam  Hopkins 

(The  Old  Maid) 


CAMERAMEN 


Tony  Gaudio 

(The  Old  Maid,  Juarez) 

F.  A.  Young 

(Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips) 

Joseph  Walker 

(Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington) 

Harry  Stradling 

(Pygmalion) 

Gregg  Toland 

(Wuthering  Heights) 


Ernest  Haller 

(Dark  Victory) 

Oliver  T.  Marsh 

(The  Women) 

Joseph  Ruttenberg 

(The  Women) 

Harold  Rosson 

(The  Wizard  of  Oz) 

George  Barnes 

(Stanley  and  Livingstone) 


ring  photography  was  so  distinctive,  and 
ill  the  others  whose  personal  contributions 

)yed  so  important  a  part  in  making  the  Ten 
3est  Pictures  critical  naturals. 
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Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips 
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ovel,  James  Hilton;  Production  Manager,  Harold  Boxall;  Art  Direc- 
or,  Alfred  Junge;  Recording,  A.  W.  Watkin,  C.  C.  Stevens;  Film  Editor, 
Charles    Frend;    Special   Music,    Richard   Addinsell;    Musical    Director, 
Louis  Levy. 

Supporting  Cast,  Terry  Kilhurn,  John  Mills,  Paul  von  Hernried,  Judith 
Furse,  Lyn  Harding,  Milton  Rosmer,  Frederick  Liester,  Louise  Hampton, 
istin  Trevor,  David  Tree,  Edmond  Breon,  Jill  Furse,  Scott  Sunderland. 


Aus 


id 


Pygmalion 
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Adaptation,  W.  F.  Lipscombe,  Cecil  Lewis,  Ian  Dalrymple;  Music, 
Arthur  Honegger;  Additional  Composition,  Dr.  William  Axt;  Sets, 
Laurence  Irving;  Film  Editor,  David  Lean;  Gowns,  Professor  L.  Czettel, 
executed  by  Worth  and  Schiaparelli. 

Supporting  Cast,  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Marie  Lohr,  Scott  Sunderland,  Jean 
Cadell,  Davis  Tree,  Laueen  MacGrath,  Esme  Percy,  Everley  Gregg, 
Violet  Vanbrugh,  0.  B.  Clarence,  Irene  Brown,  Kate  Cutler. 


a 


Dark  Victory 
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ssistant  Director,  Frank  Heath;  Play,  George  Emerson  Brewer,  Jr., 
Bertram  Bloch;  Art  Director,  Robert  Haas;  Gowns,  Orry- Kelly;  Film 
Editor,  William  Holmes;  Sound,  Robert  B.  Lee;  Musical  Director,  Leo 
F.  Forbstein;  Musical  Score,  Max  Steiner. 

Supporting  Cast,  George  Brent,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Geraldine  Fitz- 
gerald, Ronald  Reagan,  Henry  Travers,  Cora  Witherspoon,  Dorothy 
Peterson,  Virginia  Brissac,  Charles  Richman,  Herbert  Rawlinson, 
Leonard  Mudie,  Fay  Helm,  Lottie  Williams. 

"The  Wizard  of  ©z" 

Adaptation,  Noel  Langley;  Book,  L.  Frank  Baum;  Musical  Adaptation, 
Herbert  Stothart;  Lyrics,  E.  Y.  Harburg;  Music  Harold  Arlen;  Associate 
Conductor,  George  Stoll;  Orchestra  and  Vocal  Arrangements,  George 
Bassman,  Murray  Cutter,  Paul  Marquardt,  Ken  Darby;  Musical  Num- 
bers, staged  by  Bobby  Connolly;  Associate  Photographer,  Allen  Davey; 
Technicolor  Color  Director,  Natalie  Kalmus;  Associate,  Henri  Jaffa; 
Recording  Director,  Douglas  Shearer;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbons; 
Associate,  William  A.  Horning;  Set  Decorations,  Edwin  B.  Willis; 
Special  Effects,  Arnold  Gillespie;  Costumes,  Adrian;  Character  Make- 
ups, Jack  Dawn;  Film  Editor,  Blanche  Sewell. 

Supporting  Cast,  Billie  Burke,  Margaret  Hamilton,  Charley  Grapewin, 
Pat  Walshe,  Clara  Blandick,  The  Singer  Midgets. 


As 


ii 


Stanley  and  Livingstone 


9« 


Assistant  Director,  Robert  Webb;  Original  Story.  Hal  Long,  Sam 
Hellman;  Based  on  the  Diary  and  Autobiography  of  Henry  M.  Stanley: 
Art  Director,  William  Darling,  George  Dudley;  Costumes,  Rover;  Film 
Editor,  Barbara  McLean;  Sound,  Alfred  Burzlin,  Roger  Heman;  Musical 
Director,  Louis  Silvers.  Safari  Sequence:  Technical  Director.  Mrs. 
Martin  Johnson;  Director,  Otto  Brower. 

Supporting  Cast,  Walter  Brennan,  Charles  Coburn,  Sir  Cedric  Hard- 
wicke,  Henry  Hull,  Henry  Travers,  Miles  Mander,  David  Torrence,  Paul 
Stanton,  Holmes  Herbert,  Montague  Shaw,  Brandon  Hurst,  Hasson  Said- 
Paul  Harvey,  Russell  Hicks,  Frank  Dae,  Joseph  Crehan,  Robert  Middle- 
mass,  Frank  Jacquet,  Clarence  Derwent. 


" 


"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington" 

Assistant  Director,  Arthur  S.  Black;  Author,  Lewis  R.  Foster; 
Montage  Effects,  Slavko  Vorkapich;  Art  Director,  Lionel  Banks;  Gowns, 
Kalloch;  Film  Editors,  Gene  Havlick,  Al  Clark;  Sound  Engineer,  Ed 
Bernds;  Musical  Director,  M.  W.  Stoloff ;  Musical  Score,  Dmitri  Tiomkin. 

Supporting  Cast,  Claude  Rains,  Edward  Arnold,  Guy  Kibbee,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Eugene  Pallette,  Beulah  Bondi,  H.  B.  Warner,  Harry  Carey, 
Astrid  Allwyn,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Grant  Mitchell,  Porter  Hall,  Baby  Dump- 
ling, H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  Pierre  Watkin,  Charles  Lane,  William  Demarest, 
Dick  Elliott,  Billy  Watson,  Delmar  Watson,  John  Russell,  Harry  Watson, 
Gary  Watson. 

"  W  inhering  Heights" 

Novel,  Emily  Bronte;  Art  Director,  James  Basevi;  Set  Decorator, 
Julia  Heron;  Musical  Director,  Alfred  Newman;  Costumes,  Omar  Kiam; 
Film  Editor,  Daniel  Mandell;  Sound  Recorder,  Paul  Neal;  Assistant 
Director,  Walter  Mayo;  Special  Character  Make-ups,  Blagoe  Staphanoff. 

Supporting  Cast,  Flora  Robson,  Donald  Crisp,  Hugh  Williams, 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Leo  G.  Carroll,  Cecil  Humphreys,  Miles  Mander, 
Romaine  Callender,  Cecil  Kellaway,  Rex  Downing,  Sarita  Wooton, 
Douglas  Scott. 

"The  Women" 

Play,  Clare  Boothe;  Musical  Score,  Edward  Ward,  David  Snell; 
Recording.  Director,  Douglas  Shearer;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbons; 
Associate,  Wade  M.  Rubottom;  Set  Decorations,  Edwin  B.  Willis; 
Gowns  and  Fashion  Show,  Adrian;  Hair  Stylist,  Sydney  Guilaroff;  Film 
Editor,  Robert  J.  Kern. 

Supporting  Cast,  Mary  Boland,  Paulette  Goddard,  Phyllis  Povah, 
Joan  Fontaine,  Virginia  Weidler,  Lucile  Watson,  Florence  Nash,  Muriel 
Hutchison,  Ester  Dale,  Ann  Morriss,  Ruth  Hussey,  Dennie  Moore,  Mary 
Cecil,  Mary  Beth  Hughes,  Virginia  Grey,  Marjorie  Main,  Cora  Wither- 
spoon, Hedda  Hopper. 

"Jnarez" 

Assistant  Director,  Jack  Sullivan;  Play,  "Juarez  and  Maximilian," 
Franz  Werfel;  Novel,  "The  Phantom  Crown,"  Bertida  Harding;  Art 
Director,  Anton  Grot;  Costumes,  Orry-Kelly;  Film  Editor,  Warren  Low; 
Sound,  C.  A.  Riggs;  Musical  Director,  Leo  F.  Forbstein;  Music,  Erich 
Wolfgang  Komgold. 

Supporting  Cast,  Brian  Aherne,  Claude  Rains,  John  Garfield,  Donald 
Crisp,  Joseph  Calleia,  Gale  Sondergaard,  Gilbert  Roland,  Henry  O'Neill. 
Pedro  de  Cordoba,  Montagu  Love,  Harry  Davenport,  Walter  Fenner, 
Alex  Leftwich,  Georgia  Caine,  Robert  Warwick,  Gennaro   Curci,  Bill 
Wilkerson,   John    Miljan,    Hugh    Sothern,    Fred    Malatesta.    Carlos    d<- 
Valdez,  Irving  Pichel,  Frank  Lackteen,  Walter  0.  Stahl,  Frank  Rei- 
Holmes  Herbert,  Walter  Kingsford.  Egon  Brecher,  Monte  Blue,  L 
Calhern,  Manuel  Diaz,  Mickey  Kuhn,  Lillian  Nicholson,  Nobh 
Martin  Garralaga.  Vladimir  Sokolotf.  Douglas  Wood. 

"The  Old  Maid" 

Assistant  Director.  Jack  Sullivan;   Pulitzer  Pri 
Novel.  Edith  Wharton:   Art  Director,   Robert   ' 
Kelly:  Film  Editor.  George  Amy;  Sound.  C.  A.  P 
Leo  F,  Forbstein;  Music.  Max  Steiner. 

Supporting  Cast.   Gev 
Fazenda.  James  Si 
Loftus.  Rand  Bx-ook- 


Alabama 

Vincent  Townsend — News  &  Age  Herald.  Birm- 
ingham. 

Barrett   C.    Shelton — Daily,   Decatur. 

Harry  P.  Hall — Journal,  Dothan. 

Louis  A.  Eckl — Times  &  Tri  Cities  Daily,  Flor- 
ence. 

Arizona 

lames  Logie — Daily   Dispatch,   Douglas. 
Elsa  Gerrells — Arizona  Republic,  Phoenix. 
Bernice  Consulich — Arizona  Daily  Star,  Tucson. 

Arkansas 

Alfred  W.  Reese — News,  Camden. 
Martha  Mayer — Times  Record,  Fort  Smith. 
Mrs.  Edna  Elliott — Southern  Newspapers,  Inc., 

Hot  Springs. 
Lynn  Liske — Arkansas   Democrat,  Little  Rock. 
I.  Benedict — Arkansas  Gazette,  Little  Rock. 


Califc 


forma 

Clayton  Ward — Post  Advocate,  Alhambra. 

Floyd  McCracken — Bulletin.  Anaheim. 

Mae   Saunders — Californian,   Bakersfield. 

Hal  Johnson — Daily  Gazette,  Berkeley. 

Vida  Hills  Shepard — Record,  Chico. 

Marion  Nevin — Star  News,  Culver  City,  and 
Venice  Vanguard. 

Don  H.  O'Kane — Humboldt  Standard,  Eureka. 

Will  N.  Speegle — Humboldt  Times,  Eureka. 

Charles  C.  Hushaw — News-Press,  Glendale. 

Ralph  Ryan — Californian.  Inglewood. 

Vera  Kackley — Press-Telegram.  Long  Beach. 

Harry  Mines — Daily  &  Evening  News,  Los  An- 
geles. 

Virginia  Wright — Daily  &  Evening  News,  Los 
Angeles. 

Jimmy  Starr — Herald  &  Express,  Los  Angeles. 

Edwin  Schallert — Times,  Los  Angeles. 

Philip  K.  Scheuer — Times,  Los  Angeles. 

Winsor  Josselyn —  Peninsula  Herald,  Monterey. 

Howard  Waldorf — Post-Enquirer,  Oakland. 

Wood  Soanes — Tribune,  Oakland. 

Alice  Haines  Baskin — Star-News,  Pasadena. 

O.  H.  (Okey)  King — Progress-Bulletin,  Pomona. 

Earl  W.  Porter— Daily  Express,  Riverside. 

Ronald  D.  Scoiield,  Bee,  Sacramento. 

Don  H.  Short — Tribune-Sun,  San  Diego. 

John  Hobart — Chronicle,  San  Francisco. 

Claude  A.  La  Belle — News,  San  Francisco. 

Stanley  J.  Waldorf — Evening  News,  San  Jose. 

Pearce  Davies — Mercury  Herald,  San  Jose. 

Litti  Paulding — News-Press,  Santa  Barbara. 

Rossi  Reynold — Record,  Stockton. 

Virginia  Ray — Daily  Democrat,  Woodland. 

Colorado 

Robert  C.  Looney — Daily  Camera,  Boulder. 

Betty  Craig — Post,  Denver. 

James  H.  Briggs — Rocky  Mountain  News,  Den- 
ver. 

Charlotte  Fisher — Daily  Sentinel,  Grand  Junc- 
tion. 


HOSE  representative  motion  picture  critics  and  yr> 
viewers  of  the  United  States  whose  splendid  co-operation 
in  applying  the  national  critical  yardstick  to  American 
screen  entertainment  annually  makes  possible  the  pre 
sentation  of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures,  a  distinctive  industry 
and  journalistic  feature. 


F.   E.   Merrill — Tribune,   Greeley. 
Bernard  A.  Faller — Times-Call,  Longmont. 

Connecticut 

Leo  Miller — Herald,  Bridgeport. 

Fred  H.  Russell — Post  and  Telegram,  Bridge- 
port. 

James  E.  Hague — Times-Star.  Bridgeport. 

Curtiss    Wilson — News    Times,    Danbury. 

Julian  B.  Tuthill — Daily  Times,  Hartford. 

Stanley  J.  Zabroski — Journal,  Meriden. 

Jack  W.  Schaefer  —  Journal-Courier,  New 
Haven. 

Arthur  J.  Sloane — Journal-Courier,  New  Haven. 

Dean  Hunt — Advocate.  Stamford. 

John  H.  Thompson — Register,  Torrington. 

George   T.   Dillon — Democrat.   Waterbury. 

Delaware 

Helen  Barrett — News-Journal.  Wilmington. 
Joseph  G.  O'Keefe — Sunday  Star,  Wilmington. 

District  of  Columbia 

Nelson  B.  Bell — Post,  Washington. 

Andrew  R.  Kelley — Times-Herald,  Washington. 

Derek  Fox — United  States  News,  Washington. 

Florida 

Cleone  F.  Hawkins — Polk  County  Record,  Bar- 
tow. 

Herbert  M.  Davidson — News  Journal,  Daytona 
Beach. 

Elizabeth  Eastman — News  Journal,  Daytona 
Beach. 

Pat  Patterson — Sun  Record.  Daytona  Beach. 

Mrs.  Leone  K.  Ross — News,  Fort  Lauderdale. 

Richard  G.  Moffett — Florida  Times-Union,  Jack- 
sonville. 

Charles  E.  Ward — Herald.  Miami. 

Antoinette  Veverka  —  News-Herald,  Panama 
City. 

A.  R.  Dunlap — Evening  Independent,  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

Mrs.  Marion  Aitchison — Times.  St.  Petersburg. 

L.  O.  Robertson — Evening  News,  Tampa. 

E.  D.  Lambright — Morning  Tribune,  Tampa. 

Vernon  L.  Smith — Palm  Beach  Sun,  West  Palm 
Beach. 

Beryl  Lewis — Post-Times,  West  Palm  Beach. 


Georgia 


Jimmy  M.  Robinson — Herald,  Albany. 
Lee  Rogers — Constitution,  Atlanta. 
Frank  Daniel — Journal,   Atlanta. 
Eleanor  H.  Orr — Daily  News,  LaGrange. 
Paul  M.  Conway — Evening  News,  Macon. 
Ernestine  Hornady — News-Tribune,  Rome. 
Emily    R.    Jerger — Times    Enterprise,    Thomas- 

ville. 
Jack   Williams,   Jr. — Journal-Herald,   Waycross. 

Idaho 

William  Wheeler — Capitol  News,  Boise. 
W.  B.  McEwen — Morning  Tribune,  Lewiston. 


Porter  Ward — Daily  Idahoian,  Moscow. 
Harold  J.  Wood — Idaho  Evening  Times,  Twin 
Falls. 

Illinois 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Kern — News-Democrat,  Belle- 
ville. 

Charles  C.  Lane — Daily  Pantograph,  Blooming- 
ton. 

Mae  Tinee — Tribune,  Chicago. 

W.  H.  Hackman — Commercial-News,  Danville. 

Miss  Layah  Riggs — Herald  &  Review,  Decatur. 

Janet   Meechtle — Daily   News-Index.   Evanston. 

Grace  Leone  Barnett — Journal-Standard,  Free- 
port. 

Alta  Givens — Daily  Register,  Harrisburg. 

Oldham  Paisley — Daily  Republican,  Marion. 

Russell  Gingles — Daily  Dispatch,  Moline. 

Marian  Walters — Daily  Times,  Pekin. 

Evabeth  Miller — Evening  Star,  Peoria. 

R.  M.  Shepherdson — Journal-Transcript,  Peoria. 

William  V.  Kinney — Argus,  Rock  Island. 

C.  H.  Nelson — Morning  Star,  Rockford. 

W.  F.  Dugan — Illinois  State  Journal,  Springfield. 

Miss  Eolene  Watson — Evening  Courier,  Ur- 
bana. 

E.  J.  Macklin — News-Sun,  Waukegan. 

Indiana 

Charles  Timothy  Jewett — Herald,  Anderson. 

Camille  Utter  Meno — Daily  Mail,  Bedford. 

Ruth  Fishback  Rainbolt — Daily  Times,  Bedford. 

W.  C.  Miller — Evening  World,  Bloomington. 

Dan  Albrecht — Daily  Truth,  Elkhart. 

Don  W.  Carlson — Call-Leader,  Elwood. 

Ed  Klinger — Press  &  Courier  Press,  Evansville. 

Charles  R.  Brouwer  —  Journal-Gazette,  Fort 
Wayne. 

Vivian  Crates  Logan  —  News  Sentinel,  Fort 
Wayne. 

Nelly  L.  Claybaugh — Morning  Times,  Frank- 
fort. 

Belle   Weinstein — News-Democrat,   Goshen. 

Frank  E.  Johnson — Daily  Reporter,  Greenfield. 

Jean  Craig  Cunningham — Times.  Hammond. 

Herbert  Kenney,  Jr. — News,  Indianapolis. 

Corbin  Patrick — Star,  Indianapolis. 

Robert  C.   Tucker — Star,  Indianapolis. 

James  Thrasher — Times,  Indianapolis. 

Maurice  Carter  Tull  —  Tribune-Dispatch,  Ko- 
komo. 

Allen  Sauers — Pharos-Tribune,  Logansport. 

Gayle    Warnock — Chronicle-Tribune,   Marion. 

Mrs.  Louise  A.  Baldwin  —  Daily  Democrat, 
Mount  Vernon. 

Helen  M.  Taylor — Courier-Times,  New  Castle. 

W.  W.  Dunkle — Tribune,  South  Bend. 

Mabel  McKee — Star,  Terre  Haute. 

Iowa 

Robert   Murray — Tribune,   Ames. 

Irma  I.  Masterson — News-Republican,  Boone. 

Walter  E.  Kohrs — Daily  Hawk-Eye  Gazette. 

Wanda  Montz — Gazette.  Cedar  Rapids. 

L.  A.  Wallace — Nonpareil,  Council  Bluffs. 


Rex  J.  Ballard — Daily  Times,  Davenport 
John  E.  O'Donnell — Democrat,  Davenport. 
Don  H.   Allen — Democrat,  Davenport. 
Virginia  Donovan — Daily  Tribune,  Dubuque. 
S.  W.  Mitchell — Evening  Democrat,  Fort  Mad- 
ison. 
Edwin  B.  Green — Press  Citizen,  Iowa  City. 
Dale  E.  Carrell — Daily  Gate  City,  Keokuk. 
David  B.  Kaufman — Globe-Gazette,  Mason  City. 
C.  D.  Foehlinger — Herald,  Oskaloosa. 
Emmett  I.  Mowery — Courier,  Ottumwa. 
Willis  F.  Forbes — Journal,  Sioux  City. 
L.  E.  Wood — Daily  Courier,  Waterloo. 

Kansas 

Charles    R.    Vandergriit — Republican,    Cherry- 
vale. 
Hugh  G.  Powell — Journal,  Coffeyville. 
Jay  B.  Baugh — Daily  Globe,  Dodge  City. 
Frank  C.  Clough — Daily  Gazette,  Emporia. 

E.  Lawson  May — Herald,  Hutchinson. 
Dorothy  Greve — News-Herald,  Hutchinson. 
Reed  Porter — Daily  Reporter,  Independence. 

F.  C.  Sands — Daily  Reporter,  Independence. 
I.  E.  Kirkland — Kansan,  Kansas  City. 

Bob   Busby — Journal-World,   Lawrence. 
E.  D.  Keilmann — Daily  Capital,  Topeka. 

Kentucky 

Sol  Bernstein — Evening  Journal,  Henderson. 
Dudley  Hilton  Taylor — Kentucky  New  Era,  Hop- 

kinsville. 
Boyd  Martin — Courier   Journal,   Louisville. 
A.  A.  Dougherty — Times,  Louisville. 
William    C.    Caywood — Sun,    Winchester. 

Louisiana 

A.  Hunter  Jarreau — Daily  Town  Talk,  Alexan- 
dria. 

Harris  Jackson  —  Morning  Advocate,  Baton 
Rouge. 

George  V.  Lofton — Morning  World,  Monroe. 

Ted  R.  Liuzza — Item-Tribune,  New  Orleans. 

T.  E.  Dabney — States,  New  Orleans. 

Cleveland  Sessums — Times-Picayune,  New  Or- 
leans. 

Frank  Grosiean — Journal,  Shreveport. 

Robert  K.  Butcher — Times,  Shreveport. 

Maine 

E.  B.  Whitney — Evening  Journal,  Lewiston. 
Kenneth  W.  Berry — Evening  Express,  Portland. 
Alice   E.   Modes — Press   Herald,   Portland. 
Richard   H.   Woodbury   —   Sunday   Telegram, 
Portland. 

Maryland 

Elmer  M.  Jackson,  Jr. — Evening  Capital,  An- 
napolis. 

Donald  Kirkley — Sun  &  Sunday  Sun,  Baltimore. 

Carroll  Dulaney — Sunday  American,  Baltimore. 

J.  William  Hunt — Evening  &  Sunday  Times, 
Cumberland. 

W.   Henry   Decker — News-Post,   Frederick. 

J.  Richard  Rauth — Daily  Mail,  Hagerstown. 

L.  S.  McWilliams — Morning  Herald,  Hagers- 
town. 

Imogene   Caruthers — Times,  Salisbury. 

Massachusetts 

C.  S.  Sherman — Daily  Sun,  Attleboro. 

Lawrence  P.  Stanton — Evening  Times,  Beverly. 

Marjory  Adams — Globe,  Boston. 

Elinor  L.  Hughes — Herald,  Boston. 

Lester   Smith — News   Bureau,   Boston. 

Helen  Eager — Traveler,  Boston. 

Rita  M.  Naughton — Daily  Star,  Clinton. 

Wayne  A.  Smith — Recorder-Gazette,  Green- 
field. 

Tom  Burke — Record,  Haverhill. 

Timothy  F.  O'Hearn — Eagle-Tribune,  Lawrence. 

Kent    Knowlton — Courier-Citizen,    Lowell. 

Ethel  K.  Billings — Evening  Leader,  Lowell. 

Harold  Day  Valpey  —  Daily  Evening  Item, 
Lynn. 

John  Dakin,  Jr. — Standard-Times,  New  Bed- 
ford. 

Charles  J.  Martin — Evening  Chronicle,  North 
Attleboro. 

Thomas  F.  Bresnahan — Daily  Messenger,  Nor- 
wood. 

Kingsley  R.  Fall — Berkshire  Evening  Eagle, 
Pittsfield. 


Chester  W.  Hutchings,  Jr.  —  Evening  News. 
Salem. 

Steve   Dermady — Evening   News,   Southbridge. 

Louise  Mace — Republican,  Springfield. 

A.  L.  S.  Wood — Union,  Springfield. 

William    Hale    Reed — Daily   Gazette,   Taunton. 

Gardner  Campbell — Daily  Item,  Wakefield. 

Thomas    J.    Murphy — News-Tribune,    Waltham. 

Clarence  L.  Moody — Evening  Gazette.  Worces- 
ter. 

A.    Alfred   Marcello — Telegram,   Worcester. 

Leslie  Moore — Telegram,  Worcester. 


Michigan 


Madge   A.   Milliken — Daily  Telegram,   Adrian. 

Willis  Player — News,  Ann  Arbor. 

John  C.  F.  Healey — Enquirer  and  News,  Battle 

Creek. 
Helen  M.  Bradley — Times,  Bay  City. 
Earl  F.  Pangborn  —  News-Palladium,   Benton 

Harbor. 
Myrton  M.  Riggs — Daily  Tribune,  Cheboygan. 
Mrs.   Ella   H.   McCormick — Free   Press,   Detroit. 
James   S.  Pooler — Free  Press,  Detroit. 
Dick  Shappell — Journal,  Flint. 
Alta  Lawson  Littel — Herald,  Grand  Rapids. 
DuBarry   Campau — Press,   Grand   Rapids. 
H.  R.  Palmer — State  Journal,  Lansing. 
Walter  H.  Hackett — State  Journal,  Lansing. 
Thomas   Fallon — Chronicle,   Muskegon. 
Frank  G.  Schmidt — News,  Saginaw. 
Clarence  A.  Liebelt — News,  Wyandotte. 
T.  Jane  Duus — News,  Wyandotte. 

Minnesota 

Nathan  Cohen — Herald-News  Tribune,  Duluth. 
Mrs.   W.   L.   Robertson — Daily  Journal,   Fergus 

Falls. 
Robert   E.    Murphy — Star-Journal,   Minneapolis. 
Merle  Potter — Times  Tribune,  Minneapolis. 
Marguerite    Schnorr — Post-Bulletin,    Rochester. 
Mrs.    Fred    Schilplin — Daily    Times-Journal,    St. 

Cloud. 
Jules    L.     Steele — Dispatch-Pioneer     Press,     St. 

Paul. 
F.  L.  Hancock — Daily  Enterprise,  Virginia. 

Mississippi 

Cosman    H.    Eisendrath — Daily   Herald,    Biloxi. 
Johanna   Serio — Register,   Clarksdale. 
Ernest  Smith — Democrat  Times,  Greenville. 
Sumter  Gillespie — Commonwealth,  Greenwood. 
Katie  Lou  Keahey — American,  Hattiesburg. 
Purser  Hewitt — Clarion-Ledger,  Jackson. 
Earl  C.  Magee — Daily  News,  Jackson. 
W.   Louie   Ellison — Star,   Meridan. 

Missouri 

Jack  R.  Deck — Daily  News,  Boonville. 
Paul  Clarkson — Courier-Post,  Hannibal. 
Goetze  Jeter — Moberly  Monitor-Index,  Moberly. 
Mrs.  Harold  Crabill — Banner-News,  St.  Charles. 
Frederic  M.  Pumphrey — News-Press,  St.  Joseph. 
Herbert  L.  Monk — Globe-Democrat,  St.  Louis. 
Colvin  McPherson — Post  Dispatch,  St.  Louis. 
Marion   Boone — Star-Times,   St.   Louis. 

Montana 

Al  Gaskill — Independent,  Helena. 

L.  E.  Flint — Enterprise,  Livingston. 

Thomas  E.  Mooney — Record-Herald,  Helena. 

Nebraska 

Walter  H.  Rowley — Daily  Sun,  Beatrice. 

Florence  Swihart — Daily  Tribune,  Fremont. 

Arch  W.  Jarrell — Daily  Independent,  Grand 
Island. 

Barney  Oldfield — Sunday  Journal  &  Star,  Lin- 
coln. 

Anne  E.  Wary — News-Press,  Nebraska  City. 

S.  H.  McCaw— Norfolk. 

New  Hampshire 

Marge    deLong — Telegraph,    Nashua. 

New  Jersey 

J.  R.  Conroy — Daily  World,  Atlantic  City. 

Howard  P.  Dimon — Press-Union  Newspapers, 
Atlantic  City. 

Orlando  Stringile — Times,  Bayonne. 

Ralph  A.  Brandt — Evening  News,  Bridgeton. 

Firman  R.  Loree — Daily  Journal,  Elizabeth. 

Arthur  D.  Mackie — Jersey  Journal,  Jersey  City. 

Norman  B.  Tomlinson — Daily  Record,  Morris- 
town. 


Will    Baltin— Daily    Home    News-The    Sunday 

Times,  New  Brunswick. 
Sylvia    Smith — Star-Ledger,    Newark. 
Harold  W.  Gras — Herald-News,  Passaic. 
Max  L.  Simon — Sunday  Eagle,  Passaic. 
Catherine  Turcic — Sunday  Eagle,  Paterson. 
Wallace  Gray — Courier-News,  Plainfield. 
Alex  Y.  Burslem — State   Gazette,  Trenton. 
A.     B.     Thompson — Sunday     Times-Advertiser, 

Trenton. 
Channing  R.  Pollock — Hudson  Dispatch,  Union 

City. 
Gordon  J.  Hart — Evening  Journal.  Vineland. 

New  Mexico 

Paul  McEvoy — Morning  Dispatch,  Roswell. 

New  York 

C.  R.  Roseberry — Knickerbocker  News,  Albany. 

Albert   J.   Bearup — Times-Union,   Albany. 

Hugh  P.  Doulon — Evening  Recorder.  Amster- 
dam. 

Victor  J.  Callanan — Citizen  Advertiser,  Auburn. 

P.  Walter  Hanan — Press,  Binghamton. 

Letitia   Lyon — Sun,    Binghamton. 

W.   E.   J.   Martin- — Courier-Express,   Buffalo. 

William  R.  Higgins — American,  Cohoes. 

Margaret  L.  Toomey — Evening  Observer,  Dun- 
kirk. 

J.  Maxwell  Beers — Reporter,  Elmira. 

John   A.  Hall — Evening  Journal,   Jamestown. 

Waite   Forsyth— Post,   Jamestown. 

Thomas  E.  Brundage,  M.  E. — Union-Sun  and 
Journal,  Lockport. 

Maynard  Lemen — Wall  Street  Journal,  N.  Y.  C. 

Arthur  Winsten— Post,  N.  Y.  C. 

Leo  Mishkin — Morning  Telegraph,  N.  Y.  C. 

Robert  W.  Dana— Herald  Tribune,  N.  Y.  C. 

Ted  Friend — Mirror,  N.  Y.  C. 

Kate  Cameron — Daily  News,  N.  Y.  C. 

Wanda  Hale— Daily  News.  N.  Y.  C. 

Frank  Sherkel — Queens  Evening  News,  Ja- 
maica, N.  Y. 

Chris  Graham — Home  News,  Bronx,  N.  Y. 

Herbert  Cohn — Eagle,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Larry  Mason — Home  Talk,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Edgar  Price — Citizen,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Frank  Lesourd — Advance,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 

Joe  Albertson — Evening  Star,  Peekskill. 

George  L.  David — Democrat  and  Chronicle, 
Rochester. 

Amy  H.  Croughton — Times-Union,  Rochester. 

Fritz  S.  Updike — Sentinel,  Rome. 

Everett  L.  Finch — Union  Star,  Schenectady. 

Hayden  Hickok — Herald-Journal,   Syracuse. 

Mrs.  Helen  Tait  Walker — Post  Standard,  Syra- 
cuse. 

Charles  E.  Hewitt — Evening  News,  Tonawanda 
&  N.  Tonowanda. 

Dominic    Pepp — Daily   Times,   Watertown. 

Norton  Mockridge  —  Daily  Reporter,  White 
Plains. 

North  Carolina 

J.  S.  Coleman,  Jr. — Citizen,  Asheville. 
Mary   Brooks   Parham — Observer,   Charlotte. 
Dick  Pitts — Observer,  Charlotte. 
W.  M.  Sherrill — Tribune,  Concord. 
Fred  Haney — Morning  Herald,  Durham. 
Henry  Belk — News-Argus,  Goldsboro. 
Lester  Clark  Gifford — Daily  Record,  Hickory. 
John  G.  Thomas — Daily  Times,  Wilson. 
Charles    Trueblood — Journal-Sentinel,   Winston- 
Salem. 

North  Dakota 

Roy  P.  Johnson — Forum,  Fargo. 

Ohio 

Ed  E.  Gloss — Beacon  Journal,  Akron. 

MaTceil  Houston — Times  Gazette,  Ashland. 

G.  E.  Mitchell — Messenger,  Athens. 

Dennis  R.  Smith — Repository,  Canton. 

Alvin  C.  Zurcher — News-Advertiser,  Chilli- 
cothe. 

Gilbert  A.  Chandler — Scioto  Gazette,  Chili- 
cothe. 

Arthur  F.   Spaeth — News,  Cleveland. 

W.  WaTd  Marsh — Plain  Dealer,  Cleveland. 

Winsor  French — Press,  Cleveland. 

Samuel  T.  Wilson — Columbus  Dispatch,  Co- 
lumbus. 

Lester  S.  Byrd — Tribune,  Coshochton. 

Virginia  D.  Sturm — Daily  News,  Dayton. 


A.  S.  Kany — Herald,  Dayton. 
Beanie  David — Gazette,  Delaware. 
Cleveland  Lane — Review,  East  Liverpool. 
Stanton  Carle — Daily  Times,  Fostoria. 
Clayton   A.   Leiter — Journal-News,  Hamilton. 
Richard  Mattox — Eagle-Gazette,  Lancaster. 
Richard  Moifat — News,  Lima. 
Ruby  Nelle  Rochester — Daily  News,  Logan. 
Ralph   Neumeyer — Lorain   Journal,   Lorain. 
Jane  Williams — News-Journal,  Mansfield. 
Holies  Houck — Star,  Marion. 
Dean  G.  Warner — Daily  Times,  New  Philadel- 
phia. 
Hazel  Kirk — Advocate,  Newark. 
Clint    McKnight — Telegraph,    Painesville. 
Mrs.  Lola  Hill — Daily  Call.  Piqua. 
Nancy  Grimes — Times,  Portsmouth. 
Ruth  M.  Obenoor — News,  Salem. 
Ina  Karson — Daily  News,  Springfield. 
Mary  Berger — Herald  Star,  Steubenville. 
Mitchell  Woodbury — Blade,  Toledo. 
Kenneth   Mills — Tribune   Chronicle,   Warren. 
E.  H.  Hauenstein — Daily  Record,  Wooster. 
R.  A.  Higgins — Gazette,  Xenia. 
Charles  A.  Leedy — Vindicator,  Youngstown. 
Charles  J.  Mulcahy — Vindicator,  Youngstown. 

Oklahoma 

Frances   Townsend — Examiner-Enterprise,   Bar- 

tlesville. 
G.  W.  Van  Wie — Times-Tribune,  Clinton. 
J.  Allen  Thomas — Morning  News.  Enid. 
Brunce  B.  Palmer — Daily  Oklahoman  &  Times, 

Oklahoma  City. 
Harry  LaFerte — Daily  World,  Tulsa. 

Oregon 

Ann  Connell — Goos  Bay  Times,  Marshfield. 
Herb  Grey — Mail  Tribune,  Medford. 
Harold  Hunt — Journal,   Portland. 
June  von  der  Hellen — Daily  Journal  of '  Com- 
merce, Portland. 
Herbert  L.  Larson — Oregonian,  Portland. 

Pennsylvania 

Mary  Yvo  Flanigan — Era,  Bradford. 

Lewis  W.  Hays — Telegraph,  Brownsville. 

Isaac   Singer — Leader,   Carbondale. 

James  A.  F.  Glenney — Times,  Chester. 

Edwin  Larsson — Express,  Easton. 

J.  A.  Wurzbach — Dispatch-Herald,  Erie. 

Ralph  E.  Wallis — Patriot,  Harrisburg. 

Richard  H.  Steinmetz — Sunday  Courier,  Harris- 
burg. 

Paul    Walker — Telegraph.   Harrisburg. 

William  F.  Blithers— Telegraph,  Harrisburg. 

Ruth  K.  Holstein — Daily  Messenger.  Home- 
stead. 

Harry  Hesselbein — Tribune,  Johnstown. 

Ethelyn  E.  Young1 — Daily  Leader-Times,  Kit- 
tanning. 

Herbert  B.  Krone — New  Era,  Lancaster. 

Arkaya — Bulletin,  Latrobe. 

Preston  Rittenhouse — Daily  Sentinel,  Lewis- 
town. 

Robert  S.  Bales — Tribune-Republican,  Meade- 
ville. 

Joan  L.  Bolles — Blizzard.  Oil  City. 

E.  P.  Boyle — Derrick,  Oil  City. 

Henry  T.  Murdock — Evening  Public  Ledger, 
Philadelphia. 

Gerard  Gaghan — Evening  Public  Ledger,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Arthur  B.  Waters — Gazette-Democrat,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Mildred  Martin — Inquirer,  Philadelphia. 

Elsie  Finn — Record,  Philadelphia. 

Kasper  Monohan — Press,  Pitssburgh. 

William  J.  Lewis — Sun-Telegraph,  Pittsburgh. 

Karl  Krug — Sun-Telegraph,  Pittsburg. 

Shandy  Hill — Mercury,  Pottstown. 

Herrwood  R.  Hobbs — Journal,  Pottsville. 

Marion  Clifford — Republican,  Pottsville. 

Betty  Reynolds — Scrantonian-Tribune,  Scran- 
ton. 

Thomas  F.  Connor  —  Scrantonian  -  Tribune, 
Scranton. 

Clyde   F.   Ketner — News-Dispatch,   Shamokin. 

Margaret  T.  Riley — Centre  Daily  Times,  State 
College. 

O'Neil  Kennedy — Daily  News  Standard,  Union- 
town. 

Julia  Rishel — Valley  Daily  News,  Tarentum. 


James  F.  Abell — Obesrver  &  Reporter,  Wash- 
ington. 

John  M.  Moore — Record,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Paul  J.  Walter — Sunday  Independent,  Wilkes- 
Barre. 

Madeline  J.  Keatley — Times  Leader,  Evening 
News,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Wilbert  L.  Haare — York  Dispatch,  York. 

Richard  G.  Runk — Gazette  &  Daily,  York. 

Rhode  Island 

Garret  D.  Byrnes — Journal  &  Evening  Bulletin. 

Providence. 
Paul  B.  Howland — Sunday  Journal,  Providence. 
Edward  J.  Butler — Daily  Sun,  Westerly. 

South  Carolina 

T.  F.  Acker — Independent,  Anderson. 
Willis  H.  Harper — Morning  News,  Florence. 
Yancey  Gilkerson,  Jr. — Piedmont,  Greenville. 
Bob  M.  Ward — Evening  Herald,  Rock  HilL 
Vernon  Foster — Herald,  Spartanburg. 
Ernest  K.  Hall — Herald-Journal,  Spartanburg. 
John  E.  McKnight — Daily  Item,  Sumter. 

South  Dakota 

Francis  C.  Patten — American  &  News,  Aber- 
deen. 

Redford  H.  Dibble — Daily  Journal,  Rapid  City. 

Roger  S.  Brown — Argus-Leader,  Sioux  Falls. 

Walter  A.  Simmons — Daily  Argus-Leader,  Sioux 
Falls. 

Tennessee 

Malcolm  Miller — Journal,  Knoxville. 
Richard   Davis   Golden — News-Sentinel,   Knox- 
ville. 
Harry  Martin — Commercial  Appeal,  Memphis. 
Robert  Johnson — Press  Scimitar,  Memphis. 
Milton  Randolph — Banner,  Nashville. 

Texas 

Ruth   Davis — American-Statesman,   Austin. 

Jack  Dorph — Daily  Texas,  Austin. 

R.  W.  Whipskey — Daily  Herald,  Big  Spring. 

Jim  Vinson — Index,  Childress. 

James  T.  Moore — Caller-Times,  Corpus  Christi. 

Jack  Gordon — Press.  Fort  Worth. 

Tommie  Randolph  —  Daily  Times  -  Tribune. 
Gladewater. 

Maurine   Currin — Evening   Banner,   Greenville. 

Mildred  Stockard — Chronicle.  Houston. 

Paul  Hochuli — Press.  Houston. 

Clavin   Starnes — Daily  News,  Kilgore. 

Pericles  Alexander — Gladewater  Record,  Kil- 
gore Herald. 

Chas.  C.  Watson — Avalanche-Journal,  Lub- 
bock. 

Mary  Louise  Walliser — Evening  News,  San 
Antonio. 

Sam  Woolford — Light,  San  Antonio. 

Ted   Bomar — Democrat,   Sherman. 

Constance  Matula — Courier-Times  Telegraph, 
Tyler. 

J.  A.  Wray — Daily  Times,  Wichita  Falls. 

Utah 

Alice  Pardoe  West — Standard   Examiner,   Og- 

den. 
Waide  M.  Condon — Tribune.  Salt  Lake  City. 

Vermont 

Agnes  R.  Webster — Daily  Times,  Barre. 

Virginia 

Andrew  A.  FaTley — Register  &  The  Bee.  Dan- 
viHe. 

Wilbur  Jennings — Free  Lance-Star,  Fredericks- 
burg. 

David  Wagner  Wright — Advance,  Lynchburg. 

Ralph  K.  T.  Larson — Virginian-Pilot.  Norfolk. 

W.  F.  Duunbar,  Jr. — Daily  Record,  Richmond. 

Elizabeth  Copeland — News  Leader,  Richmond. 

Edith  Lindeman — Times-Dispatch.  Richmond. 

E.  Lewis  Knowles — Evening  Leader,  Staunton. 

E.  W.  Opie — News-Leader,  Staunton. 

R.  S.  Fansler — Evening  Star,  Winchester. 

Washington 

H.  L.  Plumb — Daily  World.  Aberdeen. 

Carlton   Moore — Kelsonian-Tribune,  Kelso. 

J.   Willis  Sayre — Post-Intelligencer,  Seattle. 

E.  R.  Busselle — Star.  Seattle. 

Richard  E.  Hays — -Times,  Seattle. 

Margaret  Bean — Spokesman-Review,  Spokane. 

Wafard  Conrad,  Daily  Chronicle,  Spokane. 


Hal  S.  Nelson — Times,  Tacoma. 
James  R.  Morris — Union-Bulletin,  Walla  Walla. 
Mrs.     Iris     L.     Myers — Union-Bulletin,     Walla 
Walla. 

West  Virginia 

Ted  McDowell — Post-Herald.   Beckley. 
Mrs.  Wilma  Higginbotham — Gazette.  Charles- 
ton. 
Frank  E.  Carpenter — Telegram,  Clarksburg. 
Walton  M.  Rock — Times,  Fairmont 
Brooks  Cottle — Post,  Morgantown. 
Mary  Sawinski — Journal,  Moundsville. 
Charles  L.  Long — Intelligencer,  Wheeling. 
Ribert  T.  Beans — Intelligencer,  Wheeling. 
Thelma  D.  Hughes — News-Register,  Wheeling. 

Wisconsin 

John  P.  Hogan — Daily  Press,  Ashland. 
Betty  L.  McKelvey — Press-Gazette.  Green  Bay. 
Peg  O'Brien — Daily  Gazette,  Janesville. 
Chester  M.  Zeff — Evening  News.  Kenosha. 
Sterling   Dorenson — Capital-Times,   Madison. 
George    J.    MacFarlane — Herald-Times,    Mani- 
towoc. 
Marcella  Fisher — Journal,  Milwaukee. 
Buck  Herzog — Sentinel,  Milwaukee. 
Dorothy  Lawton — Journal-Times,  Racine. 
Jack  McBride — Evening  Telegram,  Superior. 
Clarence  H.  Witter — Daily  Times,  Watertown. 

Wyoming 

Jack  Seller — Tribune  Herald,  Casper. 
Billee     Wheelock — Wyoming     State     Tribune, 
Cheyenne. 

Syndicates 

Vance  Chandler — Authenticated  News  Service. 
Easton   West — Continental   Feature   Syndicate. 
Alice  L.  Tildesley — Ledger  Syndicate. 
Ralph   Matz — Matz   Feature   Syndicate. 
Paul  Harrison — NEA  Syndicate. 
Harold  Heffernan — North  American  Newspaper 
Alliance. 

Magazines  and  Trade  Publications 

Frank  R.  Fraprie — American  Photography. 

Eugene  Burr — The  Billboard. 

Robert  F.  Klingensmith,  Gene  Rich.  Lester  J.  B. 

Ketner — Boxoffice. 
Frank  G.  Ortega — Cine-Mundial. 
John  J.  Moreno — Cinelandia. 
Jesse  Zunser — Cue. 

Nelson  L.  Greene — The  Educational  Screen. 
Coles  Phillips — Elks  Magazine. 
Frank  S.  Leyendecker — Film  Bulletin. 
Jack  Alicoate,  Don  M.  Mersereau,  Chester  B. 

Bahn,   George   H.   Morris,  Hollis  Kennahan, 

Ted  Wilk— The  Film  Daily. 
Teri  Leeds — Film  Fun. 
George  Davis — Harpar's  Bazaar. 
P.  S.  Harrison — Harrison's  Reports. 
Jimmy  Valentine — Hollywood-Low-Down. 
Llewellyn   Miller — Hollywood   Magazine. 
Louis  Jacobino — Hollywood  Screen  World. 
Welford   Beaton — Hollywood  Spectator. 
Lionel  Toll — The  Independent. 
James  J.  Finn — International  Projectionist. 
Yukio  Aoyama,  Japanese  Movie  Magazine. 
Herbert  M.  Miller — Jay  Emanuel  Publications. 
Frederick  James  Smith — Liberty. 
A.  D.  Williams — Moose  Magazine. 
Larry  Reid — Motion  Picture. 
Maxine  Block — Motion  Picture  Review  Digest. 
Arthur  L.  Gale — Movie  Makers. 
Dorothy  Hosking — Movie  Story. 
James    Shelley    Hamilton — National    Board    of 

Review  Magazine. 
Otis  Ferguson — The   New   Republic. 
John  Mosher,  New  Yorker. 
T.  H.  Wenning — Newsweek. 
Catherine   C.   Edwards — Parents'   Magazine. 
Ernest  V.  Heyn,  Winifred  Castle  Millikin,  Teresa 

Louise  Buxton — Photoplay. 
William  Lewin — Photoplay  Studies. 
Jack  Grant — Picture  Reports. 
Isobel  O.  Heath — Real  Screen  Fun. 
William  B.  Hartley — Screen  Book. 
Wade  H.  Nichols — Screen  Guide. 
Al  Delacorte — Screen  Romances. 
"Chick"  Lewis — Showman's  Trade  Rview. 
Lester  Grady — Silver  Screen. 
Sam  Black — Studio  News. 
Lou  Guimond — Today's  Cinema. 
Joseph  B.  Pearman — The  Winged  Foot. 
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49  Features  Find  Places  on  Honor  Roll  of  1939  Poll 


Embraces    Pictures    Receiving 

10  or   More   Ballots 

in   Symposium 

A  {Continued  from  Page  1) 

productions,  as  determined  by  the 
18th  critical  canvass,  were  desig- 
nated in  this  order: 

"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington," 
"Pymalion,"  "Wuthering  Heights," 
"Dark  Victory,"  "The  Women,"  "The 
Wizard  of  Oz,"  "Juarez,"  "Stanley 
and  Livingstone"  and  "The  Old 
Maid." 

Newspaper  participation  in  the 
18th    poll    established    a   new   high. 

Estimated  reading  public  of  par- 
ticipating papers  and  magazines  also 
sharply  increased  to  45,000,000. 
Record  Vote  for  No.  1  Film 

With  its  472  votes,  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips"  totaled  higher  than  any  pic- 
ture in  a  previous  "Ten  Best"  poll 
conducted  under  Film  Daily  aus- 
pices. Previous  high  was  the  453 
scored  by  "The  Life  of  Emile  Zola"  in 
1937.  Last  year's  winner,  "Snow 
White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs"  re- 
ceived 419  votes.  In  1936,  "Mutiny 
on  the  Bounty"  led  with  416. 

"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington," 
the  1939  runner-up,  polled  more 
votes — 433 — than  any  picture  in  a 
previous  canvass,  except  "Zola."  One 
picture  this  year  was  in  the  300- 
vote  category,  six  in  the  200-vote 
classification,  seven  in  the  100-vote 
list.  Altogether,  there  were  16  pic- 
tures with  100  or  more  votes,  dupli- 
cating the  situation  in   1937. 

For  the  second  successive  year, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  is  represented 
by  four  "Best"  pictures;  for  a  sec- 
ond successive  year,  too,  Columbia 
has  the  runner-up  feature.  In  1938, 
one  of  Metro's  four  was  English- 
made;  this  year,  two  of  the  four 
were  produced  in  England. 

"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  was  a  100 
per  cent  Metro  venture;  "Pygma- 
lion," first  Shavian  play  to  reach  the 
screen,  was  made  by  Gabriel  Pascal 
and  then  acquired  by  Metro  for  dis- 
tribution. 

Foreign  Films  Again  Find  Favor 

Significantly,  this  is  the  first  time 
since  1933  that  two  foreign-made 
films  are  included  among  the  "Ten 
Best";  in  1933,  the  selections  were 
"Maedchen  in  Uniform"  (German) 
and  "Private  Life  of  Henry  VIII" 
(English).  Five  other  made-in-Eng- 
land  pictures  are  included  on  the 
Honor  Roll. 

Warners  has  three  productions  in- 1 
eluded  among  the  "Ten  Best";  it  is1 
noteworthy    that    the    trio  —  "Dark 
Victory,"    "Juarez"    and    "The    Old 
Maid" — have  Bette  Davis  as  star  or  '• 
co-star.       Further,     two     more     di- 
rected  by   the    same   man — Edmund 
Goulding. 

United  Artists,  through  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  and  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox  each  have  one  picture  included 


"TEN  BEST"  EYED  CRITICALLY 

Thumbnail  Critical  Estimates  of  the  Winning 
Pictures  by  FILM  DAILY  Reviewers 


"GOODBYE,  MR.  CHIPS":     "Great  portrayal  of  great  fictional  character  by  Robert 
Donat  makes  memorable  film."     (May  16) 

"MR.  SMITH  GOES  TO  WASHINGTON":     "Ace  box  office  hit  gives  Frank  Capra 
another  outstanding  contender  for  Academy  honors."     (Oct.  6) 

"PYGMALION":  "Screen  treat  with  Shaw  classic  finely  directed  and   acted   should 
score  heavily"     (Nov.  25,  1938) 

"WUTHERING  HEIGHTS":     "Brilliant  screen  version  of  Bronte   novel  should   have 
special  appeal  to  femmes."     (March  28) 

"DARK   VICTORY":      "Superbly   beautiful    and    poignant    love   story    with    brilliant 
performance  by  Bette   Davis."      (March   17) 

"THE  WOMEN":     "Smart,  brilliant  play  becomes  sure-fire  screen  fare,  finely  pro- 
duced and  acted."     (Aug.  29) 

"WIZARD  OF  OZ":     "Handsomely  mounted  fairy  tale  in  Technicolor  should   click 
solidly  at  the  box  office."     (Aug.  10) 

"JUAREZ":  "Golden  stream  of  profits  will  flow  from  this  brilliant  prestige  builder, 
rich  in  box  office  qualities."     (April  26) 

"STANLEY    AND    LIVINGSTONE":      "Fine    historical    adventure    with    authentic 
African  scenes  and  strong  suspense."     (Aug.  7) 

"THE   OLD    MAID":      "Brilliantly    played    version    of    Pulitzer    Prize    drama    should 
get  top  box  office  biz."     (Aug.  1) 


among   the    1939    "Ten   Best";    both 
were  represented  last  year. 

The  Honor  Roll,  embracing  pro- 
ductions receiving  10  or  more  votes, 
is  topped  by  the  United  Artists- 
Walter  Wanger  "Stage  Coach," 
named  by  153  critics,  with  a  single 
vote  separating  it  from  Twentieth 
Century-Fox's  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln," 
the  Roll's  runner-up.  Total  of  49 
pictures  appear  on  the  Roll,  one 
more  than  in  1938,  two  more  than  in 
1937. 

A  company  breakdown  of  the  Roll 
shows:  United  Artists,  Metro,  8 
each;  20th-Fox,  RKO  Radio,  Para- 
mount, Warners,  7  each;  Columbia, 
Universal,  2  each;  Republic,  one. 
448  Pictures  Were  Eligible 

The  Film  Daily  ballot  listed  448 
eligible  pictures  released  between 
Nov.  1,  1938  and  Oct.  31,  1939;  this 
compares  with  460  in   1938,  519  in 


1937  and  387  in  1936.    Nominations 
this  year  totaled  142,  an  increase  of 
two.    Nominations  in  1937  were  139, 
in  1936,  149. 
Poll  sidelights: 

1.  Six  of  the  "Ten  Best"  were 
properly  in  the  costume  category. 

2.  Only  one  of  the  winning  10 — 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone" — was  an 
original  story,  inspired  by  the  diary 
and  autobiography  of  Henry  M. 
Stanley;  this  was  a  marked  reversal 
in  trend  from  1938. 

3.  Five  were  adapted  from  stage 
plays,  wholly  or  in  part. 

4.  One  of  the  winning  10 — "The 
Wizard  of  Oz" — was  filmed  in  Tech- 
nicolor; Technicolor  also  was  em- 
ployed for  a  sequence  in  "The 
Women." 

5.  Bonafide  musicals  once  more 
took  a  Brodie;  only  one — again,  "Oz" 
— had  sonar-and-dance  numbers. 


All  Members  of  Chicago 

Operators  Union  Working 

Chicago — Neal  Bishop,  vice-presi- 
dent and  secretary  of  the  Chicago 
Operators  Union,  rates  1939  as  one 
of  the  best  years  in  the  union's  his- 
tory. Union  secured  the  return  of 
the  5  per  cent  cut  taken  a  year  ago 
to  assist  theater  owners  to  meet  the 
Summer  slump.  Bishop  reported 
every  regular  member  of  the  Union 
as  working  at  the  beginning  of  1940. 
Officers  of  the  Union  serve  two  years 
more,  before  an  election  will  be  held. 
Present  officers  are  Pete  Shayne, 
president,  Neal  Bishop,  vice-presi- 
dent and  secretary  and  John  Smith, 
business  agent.  These  officers  also 
represent  the  Film  Exchange  em- 
ployes, who  have  never  elected 
officers. 


Plan  Cinema  Circuit 

For  Military  Camps 


London  (By  Cable)— The  War  Of- 
fice plans  a  circuit  of  film  theaters 
for  the  military  camps  where  sol- 
diers are  in  training.  The  theaters 
will  be  built  on  a  standardized  pat- 
tern, with  seating  capacities  of  from 
500  to  1,000.  Twelve  of  these  cine- 
mas are  expected  to  be  ready  by  the 
middle  of  January,  when  work  will 
begin  on  another  series. 

Stages  have  a  depth  of  24  feet  so 
that  "flesh"  acts  can  be  given. 
Screens  and  horns  are  removable. 
Seats  are  also  movable  so  that  the 
floor  may  be  used  for  dancing. 


E  OF  "TEN  BEST" 
NAMED  BY  SIX  CRITICS 


Six  critics  participating  in  THE 
Film  Daily's  1939  Ten  Best  Pictures 
poll  selected  nine  of  the  winning  pic- 
tures, while  24  named  eight  when 
casting  their  ballots.  No  critic  this 
season  picked  all  10. 

It's  a  drop  all  the  way  'round, 
plausibly  explained  by  the  fact  that 
there  were  more  outstanding  pic- 
tures released  in  1939.  In  1938,  one 
critic — William  E.  J.  Martin  of  the 
Buffalo  Courier-Express — named  all 
10,  while  10  critics  picked  nine  and 
34  selected  eight. 

Critics  picking  nine  this  year  were: 

Mrs.  Ella  H.  McCormick,  Detroit 
Free  Press;  Robert  E.  Murphy,  Min- 
neapolis Star- Journal;  Helen  Bar- 
rett, Wilmington,  Del.,  News-Jour- 
nal; Belle  Weinstein,  Goshen,  Ind., 
News-Democrat;  Channing  R.  Pol- 
lock, Union  City,  N.  J.,  Hudson  Dis- 
patch; Edith  Lindeman,  Richmond, 
Va.,  Times-Dispatch. 

Critics  naming  eight  this  year 
were : 

Louis  A.  Eckl,  Florence,  Ala., 
Times  and  Tri-Cities  Daily;  Edwin 
Schallert,  Los  Angeles  Times;  Wood 
Soanes,  Oakland,  Cal.,  Tribune;  Mrs. 
Marion  Aitchison,  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.,  Times;  Paul  M.  Conway,  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  Evening  News;  Porter 
Ward,  Moscow,  Ida.,  Daily  Idahon- 
ian;  W.  C.  Miller,  Bloomington,  Ind., 
Evening  World;  J.  Richard  Rauth, 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  Daily  Mail;  Willis 
Player,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  News; 
Helen  M.  Bradley,  Bay  City,  Mich., 
Times;  F.  L.  Hancock,  Virginia, 
Minn.,  Daily  Enterprise;  Frederic  M. 
Pumphrey,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  News- 
Press;  Will  Baltin,  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.,  Daily  Home  News-The  Sunday 
Times;  Harold  W.  Gras,  Passaic, 
N.  J.,  Herald-News;  Victor  J.  Cal- 
lanan,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Citizen-Adver- 
tiser; Edgar  Price,  Brooklyn  Citizen; 
Norton  Mockridge,  White  Plains, 
N.  Y.,  Daily  Reporter;  Alvin  C. 
Zurcher,  Chillicothe,  O.,  News-Adver- 
tiser; June  von  der  Helle,  Portland, 
Ore.,  Daily  Journal  of  Commerce; 
William  P.  Blithers,  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Telegraph;  Clyde  F.  Ketner,  Sha- 
mokin,  Pa.,  News-Dispatch;  Julia 
Rishel,  Tarentum,  Pa.,  Valley  Daily 
News;  John  M.  Moore,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa.,  Record;  Gene  Rich,  Boxoffice. 


308  Theaters  In  Chicago, 

Increase  of  Eight  In  39 

Chicago — Checkup  shows  308  the- 
aters in  operation  in  the  Chicago 
territory  on  Jan.  1,  an  increase  of 
eight  houses   during   1939. 

Telenews  theater  was  the  first  new 
theater  to  be  erected  in  the  Loop, 
in  years. 
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Lincoln  Local  Poll  Draws  7,222  Votes  for  New  High 


Journal  and  Star  Finds  News 

Features  Galore  in 

Contest  Tie-in 

,)  Lincoln,  Neb.— Exactly  7,222  bal- 
'  /ots  were  submitted  in  the  Sunday 
Journal  and  Star's  10  best  poll  of 
motion  pictures,  conducted  by  Motion 
Picture  Editor  Barney  Oldfield,  in 
co-operation  with  The  Film  Daily 
critics'  voting. 

This  is  nearly  1,000  more  than 
were  cast  a  year  ago,  probably 
helped  considerably  by  the  addition 
of  six  out-state  polls  to  give  the  con- 
test several  local  angles,  and  boost 
the  prizes  to  a  total  132,  the  top  one 
being  a  free  trip,  all  expenses  paid 
to  Hollywood  with  the  bill  footed 
by  Lincoln  exhibitors. 

The  contest  turned  up  more  inter- 
esting feature  angles  than  could  be 
imagined,  among  them  being: 
Winner  Relinquishes  Trip 

Winner  of  the  free  trip  was  a  col- 
lege professor's  wife  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  who  happened  to  be  visiting  her 
mother  here  and  entered  for  the  fun 
of  it,  then  returned  to  Pitt.  Since 
the  trip  started  from  Lincoln,  the 
necessity  of  her  paying  her  own  ex- 
penses this  far,  prompted  her  to  re- 
linquish the  winning. 

Passed  to  the  second  place,  it  went 
to  a  15-year-old  high  school  kid, 
for  whom  entry  had  been  made  by 
his  brother. 


Two  Season  Passes  Bring  12,791  Ballots 

in  Detroit  Free  Press  "Best  Ten"  Poll 

On  the  basis  of  incomplete  returns  from  the  newspapers  conducting  local  polls 
in  conjunction  with  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  national  "Ten  Best"  symposium,  largest  num- 
ber of  votes  cast  by  readers  was  12,791,  recorded  by  the  Detroit  Free  Press.  Paper 
offered  no  large  awards,  its  prizes  being  merely  a  pair  of  season  passes  to  local  theaters. 


The  six  highest  pass  prizes  were 
for  a  year  on  Lincoln  theaters,  and 
one  family  of  four,  won  four  of  them. 

In  R.  E.  Falkinburg's  Lexington, 
Neb.  end  of  the  poll,  the  one  who  sub- 
mitted the  winning  ballot,  forgot  to 
sign  his,  or  her,  name. 

These  experiences,  and  many 
others,  drove  Contest  Editor  Barney 
Oldfield  to  the  nearest  pay-phone  to 
reserve  a  room  in  an  asylum  (re- 
sort to  pay-phone  proof  that  he  need- 
ed attention). 

The  prizes  in  Lincoln  were  put  up 
in  this  fashion:  Each  of  the  six  co- 
operating theaters  gave  an  annual, 
6-months,  3-months,  1-month,  and 
five  single  admissions,  plus  by  as- 
sessment, the  cash  to  pay  for  the 
free  trip,  a  total  of  55  prizes. 
State  Theaters  Co-operate 

Other  co-operators  were  Fay 
Honey's  Tecumseh,  Tecumseh;  R.  E. 
Falkinbux-g's  Majestic,  Lexington; 
Harold  Schoonover's  Mazda,  Aurora; 
Ted  Kempkes'  Bonham,  Fairbury; 
The  Fox-Midwest  Rivoli,  managed 
by  B.  M.  Montee,  Beatrice;   and   C. 


Howard  Kennedy's  Bow,  Broken 
Bow.  In  all  but  the  Rivoli,  which 
had  13  prizes,  and  the  Bow,  which 
had  28  awards,  the  Lincoln  9-prize 
per  house  plan  was  used. 

By  dividing  up  the  state  in  this 
manner,  everyone  who  entered  was 
eligible  for  the  top  prize,  the  free 
trip,  but  otherwise,  prizes  were  giv- 
en on  the  co-operating  theater  near- 
est the  home  address  of  the  winning 
balloteers. 

Strangely  enough,  it  was  hardest 
to  develop  the  small  town  interest, 
and  with  more  than  5,000  of  the  en- 
tries from  Lincoln,  the  small  towns 
went  slowly  from  start  to  finish. 

Belief  is,  however,  now  that  the 
winners  have  been  scattered  about 
the  state,  the  chatter  will  boom  in- 
terest next  winter,  when  the  contest 
will  be  run  again.  Proof  that  this 
has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  poll 
success  was  the  treatment  of  the 
poll  in  the  area  20  miles  around 
Naponee,  Neb.,  a  jerk-water,  which 
provided  the  free  trip  winner  a  year 
ago.  More  than  50  entries  came 
from  that  little  town,  in  this  year's 


Winner    of    First    Prize,  Trip 
to  Hollywood  Relin- 
quishes It 

try,  and  a  couple  of  small  winners 
were  spotted  there. 

Razzle-dazzle  incidents  regarding 
the  top  winners  in  the  1939  contest 
made  of  it,  from  one  day  to  the  next, 
a  fine  feature  story. 

The  Sunday  Journal  and  Star's 
poll  plan  is  to  find  the  nearest  sub- 
mitted ballot  to  the  correct  list,  as 
picked  by  The  Film  Daily's  vote. 
Last  year,  nobody  had  ten  right,  but 
14  had  nine  right.  To  relieve  the 
tie,  the  judges  next  resort  to  the 
nearest  order.  In  the  1939  voting, 
two  people  had  10  right,  and  29  had 
9  right. 

Contest  Played  on  Page  One 

To  build  up  interest  in  the  poll, 
every  issue  of  the  Sunday  Journal 
and  Star,  for  five  Sundays  in  Decem- 
ber, carried  a  page  one  story,  and 
the  complete  list  of  eligible  releases 
under  The  Film  Daily  vote  on  the 
theater  page.  The  Journal  and  The 
Star,  carried  one  story  mid-week, 
each  week  the  contest  was  on.  This 
meant  a  total  of  10  less  week-day 
stories  this  year  than  were  used  in 
1938's  poll,  but  the  job  was  done  bet- 
ter, and  without  too  much  obvious 
hammering. 

Barney  Oldfield,  the  contest  edi- 
tor, mentioned  the  contest,  or  some 


{Continued  on   Page  32) 
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Fan  Polls  of  Newspapers  Reflect  National  "Ten  Best" 


Consensus    of    Local    Results 

Parallels;  "Mr.  Chips" 

Tops  Both 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

finish  varies.  "The  Old  Maid"  was 
tenth  in  both. 

The  consensus  represents  about 
half  of  the  daily  and  Sunday  papers, 
large  and  small,  throughout  the 
country  which  placed  the  "Best  Ten" 
issue  before  their  readers;  majority 
of  others  did  not  attempt  to  tabulate 
the  results,  being  content  to  select 
local  poll  winners  by  checking 
against  the  national  selections. 
Twenty-six  states  had  one  or  more 
local  polls. 

Analysis  of  local  poll  trends  indi- 
cates that  there  is  slight  possibility 
that  any  of  the  consensus  pictures 
would  be  displaced  should  the  full 
local  returns  be  made  available. 

The  most  marked  departure  in  rat- 
ing in  the  local  poll  consensus  from 
the  national  "Best  Ten"  is  in  the 
instance  of  "Stanley  and  Living- 
stone," which  finished  ninth  in  the 
latter,  nosed  out  "Mr.  Smith  Goes 
to  Washington"  in  the  former. 

Winning  pictures  in  the  local  con- 
tests which  tabulated  and  reported 
results  follow: 

SAN  ANTONIO,  TEX.,  EVENING 
NEWS  (Mary  Louise  Walliser)  : 
"Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "Dark  Vic- 
tory," "Juarez,"  "Stanley  and  Liv- 
ingstone," "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,"  "Wizard  of  Oz," 
"Wuthering  Heights,"  "The  Old 
Maid,"  "Pygmalion,"  "The  Women." 

*PHILADELPHIA,  PA.,  EVE- 
NING LEDGER  (Henry  T.  Mur- 
doch) :  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "Wuth- 
ering Heights,"  "Ninotchka,"  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington,"  "Pyg- 
malion," "Dark  Victory,"  "The  Old 
Maid,"  "Babes  in  Arms"  and  "Jua- 
rez." 

COLUMBUS,  0.,  DISPATCH 
(Samuel  T.  Wilson)  :  "Goodbye  Mr. 
Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington," "Pygmalion,"  "Stanley  and 
Livingstone,"  "Juarez,"  "Wuthering 
Heights,"  "The  Women,"  "Five 
Came  Back,"  "The  Great  Man 
Votes,"  "Stagecoach"  and  "Bachelor 
Mother,"    (tied). 

IOWA  CITY,  IA,  PRESS  CITI- 
ZEN (Edwin  B.  Green)  :  "Goodbye 
Mr.  Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,"  "Dark  Victory,"  "Pyg- 
malion," "Stanley  and  Livingstone," 
"Wizard  of  Oz,"  "Wuthering 
Heights,"  "Juarez,"  "Jesse  James," 
"Young  Mr.  Lincoln." 

^AUTHENTICATED  NEWS 
SERVICE  OF  HOLLYWOOD 
(Vance  Chandler)  :  "Love  Affair," 
"Bachelor  Mother,"  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Wuthering 
Heights,"  "Nurse  Edith  Cavell," 
"Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "Three  Smart 
Girls  Grow  Up,"  "The  Great  Waltz," 
"Daughters  Courageous." 

GLADEWATER,  TEX.,  TIMES- 
TRIBUNE       (Tommie     Randolph)  : 


LOCAL  POLLS'  CONSENSUS 


THE  FIRST  TEN 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M-England) 24 

Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th  Century-Fox) 23 

Mr.   Smith   Goes   to   Washington    (Columbia) 22 

The   Wizard   of   Oz    (M-G-M) 22 

Dark    Victory    (Warner    Bros.) 20 

Wuthering    Heights     (UA-Goldwyn) 19 

Pygmalion     (M-G-M-Pascal-England) 18 

The  Women    (M-G-M) 14 

Juarez    (Warner   Bros) 12 

The  Old  Maid   (Warner  Bros.) 12 

OTHER  PICTURES  CHOSEN 

Babes  in  Arms  (M-G-M) 9 

Union    Pacific    ( Paramount) 8 

Young   Mr.    Lincoln    (20th    Century-Fox) 7 

Jesse  James  (20th  Century-Fox) 6 

The  Rains  Came    (20th  Century-Fox) 6 

Gunga  Din    (RKO  Radio) 5 

Bachelor    Mother    (RKO    Radio) 4 

Love    Affair    (RKO    Radio) 4 

Dodge   City    (Warner    Bros.) 3 

Stagecoach     (UA-Wanger) 3 

Beau   Geste    (Paramount) 2 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (RKO  Radio) 2 

tThe  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex   (Warner  Bros.) 2 

The  Story  of  Alexander  Graham   Bell    (20th   Century-Fox) 2 

Daughters  Courageous  (Warner  Bros.) 1 

Devil's    Island    (Warner    Bros.) 1 

Five  Came  Back   (RKO  Radio) 1 

The   Great   Man   Votes    (RKO   Radio) 1 

The   Great   Waltz    (M-G-M) 1 

Golden   Boy    (Columbia) 1 

Here  I  Am  a  Stranger   (20th  Century-Fox) 1 

Man   of  Conquest    (Republic) 1 

*Ninotchka      (M-G-M) 1 

The   Story   of  Vernon   and    Irene   Castle    (RKO    Radio) 1 

Three   Smart  Girls  Grow    Up    (Universal) 1 

t  Released  too   late  to   be  eligible   in    THE  FILM  'DAILY   national  poll. 


"Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "Jesse  James," 
"Dark  Victory,"  "Babes  in  Arms," 
"Union  Pacific,"  "Wizard  of  Oz," 
"Dodge  City,"  "The  Rains  Came," 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  "Gunga 
Din,"  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln." 

GLADEWATER,  TEX.,  RECORD 
and  KILGORE,  TEX.,  HERALD 
(Pericles  Alexander)  :  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Stanley  and 
Livingstone,"  "Alexander  Graham 
Bell,"  "Jesse  James,"  "Pygmalion," 
"Wizard  of  Oz,"  "Babes  in  Arms," 
"Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "The  Rains 
Came"  and  "The  Women." 

***HARRISBURG,  PA.,  PATRI- 
OT (R.  E.  Wallis)  :  "Private  Lives 
of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,"  "Dark  Vic- 
tory," "The  Old  Maid,"  "Juarez," 
"Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Pygmalion," 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  "Wuth- 
ering Heights,"  "Young  Mr.  Lin- 
coln." 

LEWISTOWN,  PA.,  SENTINEL 
(Preston  Rittenhouse)  :  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Dark  Vic- 
tory," "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "The 
Wizard    of    Oz,"    "Stanley    and    Liv- 


*  Eligible  films  in  Philadelphia  local  poll  in- 
cluded those  exhibited  there  between  Dec.  1, 
1938   and  Nov.   30,    1939. 

**  Syndicate  serves  small  weekly  and  semi- 
weekly   newspapers;   poll  result   is   a  composite. 

***  Released  too  late  to  be  eligible  in  the 
national    poll. 


ingstone,"  "Jesse  James,"  "Wuther- 
ing Heights,"  "Pygmalion,"  "The 
Old  Maid,"  "Union  Pacific." 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  DEMO- 
CRAT AND  CHRONICLE  (George 
David)  :  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips," 
"Wuthering  Heights,"  "Dark  Vic- 
tory," "Pygmalion,"  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Stanley  and 
Livingstone,"  "The  Wizard  of  Oz," 
"Gunga  Din,"  "Babes  in  Arms"  and 
"The  Women." 

PORTLAND,       ME.,       SUNDAY 
TELEGRAM     (Richard    H.    Wood- 
bury) :    "Goodbye   Mr.    Chips,"  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington,"  "Dark 
Victory,"       "Wuthering       Heights," 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  "Wizard 
of    Oz,"    "Pygmalion,"    "Young    Mr. 
Lincoln,"  "The  Old  Maid,"  "Juarez." 
UNION    CITY,    N.    J.,    HUDSON  j 
DISPATCH  (Channing  R.  Pollock)  :  J 
"Goodbye     Mr.     Chips,"     "The     Old 
Maid,"  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washing- 
ton,"   "Wuthering   Heights,"    "Stan- 1 
ley  and  Livingstone,"  "The   Wizard 
of  Oz,"   "Dark  Victory,"  "The  Wo-  j 
men,"  "Pygmalion"  and  "The  Rains 
Came." 

ATLANTA,  GA.,  CONSTITU- 
TION (Lee  Rogers)  :  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington"  and  "The  Wo- 
men" (tied);  "Dark  Victory,"  "Good- 
bye Mr.  Chips,"  "Jesse  James," 
"Wizard     of     Oz,"     "Love     Affair," 


26     States     Represented     by 

One    or    More     Local 

"Ten  Best"  Polls 

"Young  Mr.  Lincoln,"  "Golden  Boj# 
and  "Babes  in  Arms." 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y.,  COURIER 
EXPRESS  (William  E.  J.  Martin) : 
"Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Dark  Vic- 
tory," "Pygmalion,"  "Wuthering 
Heights,"  "Wizard  of  Oz,"  "Stanley 
and  Livingstone,"  "The  Old  Maid," 
"The  Women,"  "Gunga  Din." 

TORRINGTON,  CONN.  REGIS- 
TER (John  H.  Thompson)  :  "Good- 
bye Mr.  Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,"  "Wuthering  Heights," 
"The  Story  of  Alexander  Graham 
Bell,"  "Beau  Geste,"  "Devil's  Island," 
"Bachelor  Mother,"  "The  Rains 
Came,"  "Pygmalion,"  "Here  I  Am 
Stranger." 

DODGE  CITY,  KAN.,  DAILY 
GLOBE  (Jay  B.  Baugh)  :  "Dodge 
City,"  "Stage  Coach,"  "Man  of  Con- 
quest," "The  Women,"  Union  Pa- 
cific," "Babes  in  Arms,"  "Bachelor 
Mother,"  "Stanley  and  Livingstone," 
"Dark  Victory"  and  "Juarez." 

SAGINAW,  MICH.,  NEWS 
(Frank  Schmidt)  :  "Goodbye  Mr. 
Chips,"  "Dark  Victory,"  "Stanley 
and  Livingstone,"  "Wizard  of  Oz," 
"Union  Pacific,"  "Juarez,"  "Young 
Mr.  Lincoln,"  "Gunga  Din,"  "Wuth- 
ering Heights,"  "Beau  Geste." 

BOULDER,  COLO.,  DAILY  CAM- 
ERA (Robert  C.  Looney)  :  "Good- 
bye Mr.  Chips,"  "Wizard  of  Oz," 
"Dark  Victory,"  "Stanley  and  Liv- 
ingstone," "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,"  "Pygmalion,"  "The 
Old  Maid,"  "Wuthering  Heights," 
"The  Rains  Came"  and  "The  Wo- 
men." 

MASON  CITY,  IA.,  GLOBE- 
GAZETTE  (David  Kaufman) :  "The 
Women,"  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington," "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips," 
"Babes  in  Arms,"  "Private  Lives  of 
Elizabeth  and  Essex,"  "Juarez," 
"Love  Affair,"  "Dark  Victory," 
"Stage   Coach,"   "Union  Pacific." 

FLINT,  MICH.,  JOURNAL: 
"Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "Dark  Vic- 
tory," "Wizard  of  Oz,"  "Pygmalion," 
"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington," 
"The  Women,"  "Stanley  and  Living- 
stone," "Juarez,"  "Union  Pacific," 
"Wuthering  Heights." 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  N.  Y.,  STAR 
AND  ENTERPRISE  AND  EAGLE- 
NEWS  (Richard  E.  Coon) ;  "Good- 
bye Mr.  Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,"  "Dark  Victory," 
"Wuthering  Heights,"  "The  Old 
Maid,"  "Pygmalion,"  "Stanley  and 
Livingstone,"  "The  Wizard  of  Oz," 
"Juarez,"  "The  Rains  Came." 

HARRISBURG,  PA.,  TELE- 
GRAPH (Paid  Walker)  :  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington,  "Good- 
bye Mr.  Chips,"  "Union  Pacific," 
"Pygmalion,"  "Juarez,"  "Wuthering 
Heights,"  "The  Women,"  "Babes  in 

(Continued    on     Page    32,    Col.    4) 
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ELECTED  AGAIN! 

Watch  the  Annual  Polls  in  the  trade  papers!  First  in  Stars! 
First  in  Hits!  First  in  the  hearts  of  the  ticket-buyers!  Leo 
thanks  the  exhibitors  and  newspaper  critics  who  elected  him 
Champ  again!  Year  in  and  year  out  it's  the  same  story! 
It's  reflected  not  only  in  a  sound  product  but  in  friendly 
dealing  with  the  trade.    Champion  again  — and  again  THE 

FRIENDLY  COMPANY. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

VICTOR   SAVILLE 

fob  fibodudtoty 

THE  BEST  PICTURE  OF  THE  YEAR 

"GOODBYE,  MR.  CHIPS" 


. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

SIDNEY   FRANKLIN 

FOR  YOUR  MAGNIFICENT 
CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE 
BEST  PICTURE  OF  THE  YEAR 

GOODBYE,  MR.  CHIPS" 
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Friday,  January  12,  1940 


"TEN  BEST"  RECORD 
MAINTAINED  BY  UA 


With  the  designation  of  "Wither- 
ing Heights,"  Sam  Goldwyn-pro- 
duced,  as  one  of  the  1939  "Ten  Best," 
United  Artists  maintained  its  exclu- 
sive record  of  having  at  least  one  of 
the  company's  releases  in  each  of 
the  18  consecutive  years  represent- 
ing the  life  of  the  poll. 

Additionally,  this  year's  pace-set- 
ting canvass  witnessed  breakneck 
races  for  coveted  position  among  the 
select  Ten.  "Wuthering  Heights" 
grabbed  fourth  place  over  "Dark 
Victory"  by  a  matter  of  only  three 
votes,  283  to  280.  Two  of  M-G-M's 
big  screen  guns  of  the  year  fought 
it  out  down  the  stretch  for  sixth 
place,  "The  Women"  photo-finishing 
ahead  of  "The  Wizard  of  Oz"  by  a 
margin  of  10  ballots,  254  to  244.  The 
third  exciting  scramble  was  staged 
for  eighth  position  by  "Juarez"  and 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  the  for- 
mer netting  216  votes  against  the 
latter's  213. 

M-G-M,  by  placing  four  pictures 
among  the  "Ten  Best"  for  the  sec- 
ond successive  year,  boosted  its 
total  named  since  the  poll  began  to 
the  amazing  mark  of  51,  of  which 
39  placed  in  the  polls  of  the  last 
decade. 

Tabulation  of  poll  results  to  date, 
since  1921,  reveals  the  following 
"grand  standing"  by  companies: 
Metro,  51;  UA,  31;  Paramount,  20; 
Warners,  19;  20th-Fox,  including 
Fox,  15;  RKO,  10;  Columbia,  8;  Uni- 
versal, 6;  First  National  (old  com- 
pany), 7;  Pathe,  prior  to  RKO  mer- 
ger, 6;  Associated  Exhibitors,  PDS, 
Hodkinson,  Filmchoice,  Tiffany,  and 
Goldwyn  and  Goldwyn-Cosmopolitan, 
prior  to  Samuel  Goldwyn's  UA  link, 
one  picture  each. 

York  Ice  Machinery  Corp. 
Names  Lauer  as  President 


York,  Pa. — Stewart  E.  Lauer  was 
elected  president  of  the  York  Ice 
Machinery  Corp.  at  the  annual  direc- 
tors' meeting.  William  S.  Shipley, 
president  for  the  past  10  years,  be- 
comes chairman  of  the  board.  Other 
officers  elected  during  the  meeting 
were:  Elmer  A.  Kleinschmidt,  execu- 
tive vice-president;  Llewellyn  Wil- 
liams, vice-president  in  charge  of 
engineering;  Samuel  J.  Shipley,  vice- 
president  and  treasurer;  and  Vin- 
cent E.  Keesey,  secretary. 


Para.  Pacts  Bergner 

Paramount  has  signed  Elisabeth 
Bergner  to  appear  in  British  produc- 
tions. 


Selznick's  Sweep 

David  0.  Selznick  hung  up  a  slick 
record  via  the  1939  "Ten  Best"  poll. 
Although  his  hands  were  full  with  the 
making  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  never- 
theless ALL  of  his  recent  pictures  which 
were  eligible  to  be  voted  upon  in  the 
poll  succeeded  in  winning  places  on 
the  Honor  Roll. 


"BEST"  MULTIPLE  CREDITS 


JACK  L.  WARNER:  In  charge  of  pro- 
duction of  "Dark  Victory,"  "Juarez" 
and    "The    Old    Maid." 

HAL  B.  WALLIS:  Executive  producer  of 
"Dark  Victory,"  "Juarez"  and  "The 
Old   Maid." 

BETTE  DAVIS:  In  cast  of  "Dark  Victory," 
"Juarez"  and  "The  Old  Maid." 

DONALD  CRISP:  In  cast  of  "Wuthering 
Heights,"  "Juarez"  and  "The  Old 
Maid." 

ORRY-KELLY:  Gowns  for  "Dark  Victory"; 
costumes  for  "Juarez"  and  "The  Old 
Maid." 

HENRY  BLANKE:  Associate  producer  of 
"Juarez"  and   "The  Old   Maid." 

FRANK  CAPRA:  Produced  and  directed 
"Mr.   Smith   Goes   to   Washington." 

EDMUND  GOULDING:  Directed  both 
"Dark  Victory"  and  "The  Old   Maid." 

LESLIE  HOWARD:  Co-director  of 
"Pygmalion,"  and  had  male  lead  in 
same. 

HOLMES  HERBERT:  Appeared  in  casts 
of  "Juarez"  and  "Stanley  and  Living- 
stone." 

NOEL  LANGLEY:  Made  adaptation  and 
was  co-author  of  screenplay  for  "The 
Wizard  of  Oz." 

MILES  MANDER:  In  cast  of  "Wuthering 
Heights"  and  "Stanley  and  Living- 
stone." 

GEORGE  BRENT:  In  cast  of  both  "Dark 
Victory"   and   "The   Old    Maid." 

GERALDINE  FITZGERALD:  In  cast  of 
"Wuthering  Heights"  and  "Dark  Vic- 
tory." 

LEO  F.  FORBSTEIN:  Musical  director, 
"Dark  Victory,"  "Juarez"  and  "The 
Old  Maid." 


DAVID   TREE:      Appeared    in   the   casts   of 

"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  and  "Pygmalion." 
CLAUDE    RAINS:      Appeared    in    casts    of 

"Mr.   Smith  Goes  to  Washington"  and 

"Juarez." 
CASEY    ROBINSON:   Appeared   in   casts   of 

"Dark   Victory"   and   "The   Old    Maid." 
C.  A.   RIGGS:  Sound   director  for   "Juarez" 

and  "The  Old  Maid." 
SCOTT  SUNDERLAND:     Appeared  in  casts 

of  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  and  "Pygmal- 
ion." 
MAX  STEINER:      Handled   music  score   for 

both     "Dark    Victory"    and    "The    Old 

Maid." 
DOUGLAS   SHEARER:       Recording   director 

of    "The    Women"    and    "The    Wizard 

of  Oz." 
JACK    SULLIVAN:      Assistant   director    of 

"Juarez"  and   "The  Old   Maid." 
HENRY  TRAVERS:      Appeared   in   casts  of 

"Dark  Victory"  and   "Stanley  and   Liv- 
ingstone." 
CORA  WITHERSPOON:     Appeared   in   the 

cast  of  "Dark  Victory"  and  "The  Wo- 
men." 
EDWIN    B.   WALLIS:     Set  decorations   for 

"The    Women"    and    "The    Wizard    of 

Oz." 
CEDRIC  GIBBONS:     Art  director  for  "The 

Women"  and  "The  Wizard  of  Oz." 
TONY      GAUDIO:      Cinematographer      for 

"Juarez"   and   "The  Old   Maid." 
ROBERT    HAAS:       Art    director    for    "Dark 

Victory"   and    "The  Old    Maid." 
ADRIAN:     Gowns  and   Fashion  Show,  "The 

Women";    costumes,    "The    Wizard    of 

Oz." 


Papers  in  19  States  Polled  Readers 
But  Made  No  Digest  of  Picture  Votes 


In  addition  to  the  newspapers  re-  i 
porting  tabulated  results  of  local 
polls,  daily  and  Sunday  papers  in ! 
19  states  conducted  polls,  but  made 
no  attempt  to  determine  local  "Ten 
Bests."  Their  ballots  were  only 
checked  against  the  national  selec- 
tions to  determine  the  winners. 

Newspapers  in  this  category  fol- 
low: 

DOUGLAS,  ARIZ.,  DISPATCH 
(James  Logie). 

INGLEWOOD,  CAL.,  CALIFOR- 
NIAN  (Ralph  Ryan). 

BERKELEY,  CAL.,  GAZETTE 
(Hal  Johnson). 

WILMINGTON,  DEL.,  SUNDAY 
STAR  (Joseph  G.  O'Keefe). 

DAYTONA  BEACH,  FLA., 
NEWS- JOURNAL  (Herbert  M.  Da- 
vidson, Elizabeth  Eastman). 

SPRINGFIELD,  ILL.,  ILLINOIS 
STATE  JOURNAL  (W.  F.  Dagon). 

BEDFORD,  IND.,  DAILY  MAIL 
(Camille  Utter  Meno). 

KANSAS  CITY,  KANS.,  KAN- 
SAN  (I.  E.  Kirkland). 

CHEBOYGAN,  MICH.,  DAILY 
TRIBUNE  (Myrton  M.  Riggs). 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN.,  TIMES- 
TRIBUNE  (Merle  Potter). 

ROCHESTER,      MINN.,      POST- 


BULLETIN  (Marguerite  Schnorr). 

LINCOLN,  NEB.,  SUNDAY 
JOURNAL  &  STAR  (Barney  Old- 
field). 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  N.  J.,  DAILY 
HOME  NEWS  &  SUNDAY  TIMES 
(Will  Baltin). 

NEWARK,  N.  J.,  SUNDAY  CALL. 

TONAWANDA,  N.  Y.,  EVENING 
NEWS    (Charles    E.    Hewitt). 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.  Y.,  REPORT- 
ER (Norton  Mockridge). 

ERIE,  PA.,  DISPATCH-HERALD 
(J.  A.  Wurzbach). 

POTTSVILLE,  PA.,  JOURNAL 
(Herrwood  E.  Hobbs). 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA.,  INQUIRER 
(Mildred  Martin). 

ROCK  HILL,  S.  C,  EVENING 
HERALD  (Bob  M.  Ward). 

AUSTIN,  TEX.,  AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN  (Ruth  Lewis). 

KILGORE,  TEX.,  DAILY  NEWS 
(Calvin  Starnes). 

LYNCHBURG,  VA.,  ADVANCE 
(David  Wayne  Wright). 

TACOMA,  WASH.,  TIMES  (Hal 
S.  Nelson). 

MADISON,  WISC,  CAPITAL- 
TIMES  (Sterling  Sorensen). 

CASPAR,  WYO.,  TRIBUNE-HER- 
ALD  (Jack  Sellers). 


FAN  POLLS  REFLECT 
NATIOANL  "TEN  BEST" 


(Continued  from  Page  28) 

Arms,"  "Gunga  Din,"  "Dodge  City." 
DETROIT,  MICH.,  FREE  PRES^if 


(James  Pooler)  :  "Goodbye  M 
Chips,"  "Dark  Victory,"  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Stanley  and 
Livingstone,"  "Pygmalion,"  "Wuth- 
ering Heights,"  "Wizard  of  Oz," 
"The  Old  Maid,"  "The  Women," 
"Young  Mr.  Lincoln." 

WILKES-BARRE,  PA.,  RECORD 
(John  M.  Moore)  :  "Mr.  Smith  Goes 
to  Washington,"  "Goodbye  Mr. 
Chips,"  "Babes  in  Arms,"  "Jesse 
James,'^_  "Dark  Victory,"  "Pygmal 
ion," 
cine, 
"Wizard  of  Oz. 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y.,  HOME  TALK 
(Larry  Mason)  :  "Goodbye  Mr. 
Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington," "Wuthering  Heights,"  "The 
Women,"  "Wizard  of  Oz,"  "The  Old 
Maid,"  "Love  Affair,"  "Nurse  Edith 
Cavell,"  "The  Story  of  Vernon  and 
Irene  Castle,"  "Dark  Victory." 


"The   Old   Maid,"   "Union  Pa- 
"  Stanley    and    Livingstone," 


LINCOLN  TO  CONDUCT 
LOCAL  POLL  IN  1940 


(Continued  from  Page  25) 

phase  of  it  9  times,  on  his  nightly 
radio  broadcast. 

Lincoln  co-operators,  who  think  it 
is  the  niftiest  good-will  scheme  on 
an  annual  basis  ever  devised,  are 
the  J.  H.  Cooper-Lincoln  Theaters 
Corp.,  Bob  Huffman,  city  manager; 
Nebraska  Theaters,  Inc.,  Howard 
Federer,  general  manager;  and  the 
Capitol,  Bob  Livingston,  owner-man- 
ager. In  this  town  where  opposition 
is  rough  all  the  year  around,  it 
being  a  competitively  tough  situa- 
tion, it's  a  big  news  event  in  itself 
that  the  boys  all  climb  in  the  same 
bed  for  the  general  good  of  the  in- 
dustry in  this  poll.  All  newspaper 
hands  believe  it  very  good. 

The  1940  poll  repeat  is  a  cinch. 

Rites  for  Albert  J.   Berres 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Funeral  services 
were  held  here  yesterday  for  Al- 
bert J.  Berres,  formerly  an  assistant 
to  Pat  Casey,  producers'  labor  con- 
tact in  Hollywood.  He  went  to 
Hollywood  in  1926,  remaining  there 
until  his  retirement  five  years  ago. 


. .  It  Might  Have  Been! 

If  there  are  any  superstitious-loving 
gents  and  ladies  in  the  house,  consider 
the  case  of  Walter  Wanger's  "Stage- 
coach." This  pix,  which  won  11th  place 
in  THE  FILM  DAILY  poll,  and  conse- 
quently had  the  distinction  of  heading 
the  Honor  Roll,  missed  "Ten  Best"  status 
by  a  margin  of  exactly  13  votes,  which 
number  would  have  placed  it  in  a  10th 
place  deadlock  with   "The  Old  Maid." 
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My  Appreciation  to 

The  Critics  of  America 

in  Voting 

Pygmalion 


one  of  the 


Ten  Best  Pictures 

of  the  year 


In  Production: 

"MAJOR  BARBARA" 

Starring: 
WENDY  HILLER 
ROBERT  MORLEY 


In  Preparation: 

"DOCTOR'S  DILEMMA" 

"DEVIL'S  DISCIPLE" 

"CANDIDA" 

"THE  MILLIONAIRESS" 


Many  thanks  to  the  critics 
for  their  kindness  to 


"DARK  VICTORY 


// 


an 


THE  OLD  MAID" 


CASEY  ROBINSON 


TONY    GAUDIO 

Photographed 
Two  of  the  10  Best  Pictures  of  1939* 

"JUAREZ" 

and 

"THE  OLD  MAID" 


Just  completed 

"THE  FIGHTING  69th" 

and  now  working  on 

'WE  SHALL  MEET  AGAIN' 


*Film    Daily   Annual    Poll 
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THOU  SHALT 

NOT     fM 
KILL"   Ai 


^cf  priest 

^TnT^;°T0  the  filing  °f a 


Charles  BICKFORD 

OWEN  DAVIS,  JR.  •  DORIS  DAY  •  PAUL  GUILFOYLE 

A  Republic  Picture 


i:OXIiRitTUL.lTIO.\S 

To  Warner  Bros.,  M-G-M,  Columbia, 
Gabriel  Pascal,  Samuel  Goldwyn  and 
20th  Century-Fox  who  produced  the 
"Ten  Best"  pictures  of  1939  in  the 
Film  Daily's  Annual  poll  of  critics  of 
America. 

Mitchell  Cameras  were  used  on  eight 
of  the  "Ten  Best"  pictures  and  exclu- 
sively on  seven  of  the  pictures. 

We    wish    to    congratulate 
the  following  cameramen: — 

F.  A.  Young— "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips" 
Joseph  Walker — "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 

Washington" 
Harry  Stradling — "Pygmalion" 
Gregg  Toland—"Wuthering  Heights" 
Ernest  Haller — "Dark  Victory" 
Oliver  T.  Marsh  and  Joseph  Rutten- 

berg— "The  Women" 
Harold  Rosson — "The  Wizard  of 

Oz" 
Tony  Gaudio — "Juarez" 
George  Barnes — "Stanley  and 

Livingstone" 
Tony  Gaudio— "The  Old  Maid" 


MITCHELL  IS  ALWAYS 
ON  THE  WINNERS 

MITCHELL  CAMERA  CORP. 

Stanley  S.  Anderson,  Pres. 
West  Hollywood,  Calif. 


WORLD-WIDE 
SUPREMACY 


NINE  out  of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  chosen 
in  the  Film  Daily's  1939  critics'  poll  were 
made  on  Eastman  Negative  Films.  Two  of 
the  Ten  Best  Pictures  were  made  in  Eng- 
land, and  both  were  on  Eastman — striking 
evidence  of  the  world-wide  recognition 
of  this  film's  excellence.  Eastman  Kodak 
Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brula- 
tour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort  Lee,  Chi- 
cago, Hollywood.) 


NINE  OF  THE  "TEN  BEST" 
ON  EASTMAN  NEGATIVE 


■^■■■■■^i^^m 


TECHNICOLOR  PICTURES  TAKE 

first  three 

19 

PLACES  IN  EXHIBITORS  "PROFIT"  POLL 

FOR  1939 

■ 

Returns  from  4713  theaters  on  the  Hollywood  Reporter's 
question:  "What  picture  released  during  1939  made  you 
the  most  money?' 


Ml 


FIRST:  "JESSE  JAMES"  (20th  Century-Fox) 
SECOND:  "WIZARD  OF  OZ"  (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) 
THIRD:  "DODGE  CITY"  (Warner  Bros.) 

and  now... 

"GONE  WITH  THE  WIND" 

(Selznick  International) 

TECHNICOLOR  M0TI0H  PICTURE  CORPORATION 

HERBERT  T.  KALMUS 

President 


J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  Inc 

Congratulates 


All  the  Cameramen  who  were  responsible  for 
the  outstanding  photography  in  the  production 
of  the  pictures,  as  selected  by  the  Critics  of  the 
Nation,  in  the  Film  Daily  Annual  poll. 


J.  E.  BRULATOUR 

(INC) 
SOLE  DISTRIBUTORS 

EASTMAN  FILMS 

Fort  Lee,  N.  J.  •  Chicago  •        Hollywood 


z  ii     W     44      ST 
NYC 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


VC^)77,  NO.  10 


NEW  YORK.  MONDAY,  JANUARY  15.  1940 


TEN  CENTS 


Finalization  of  RKO  Reorg.  Speeded  by  Court  Order 

17,003  THEATERS  OPERATING;  1,302  GAIN  IN  YEAR 

DuMontWill  Fight  Proposed  Television  Regulations 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

"Mr.  Chips,"  Winner 
=     By  L.  H.  MITCHELL     = 


TEN  BEST:  Nation's  critics  se- 
lected Metro's  English-made  "Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips"  as  the  outstanding 
picture  of  1939  by  472  votes  out  of  a 
possible  542.  Columbia's  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington"  was  second 
with  433  votes;  M-G-M's  Pascal- 
made  "Pygmalion"  third  with  349; 
UA-Goldwyn's  "Wuthering  Heights" 
fourth  with  283.  Four  M-G-M's  and 
three  WB's  fell  within  the  ten. 

*  *         * 

ANTI-TRUST:  Exhib.,  response 
to  Gov't  stand — ask  for  a  consent  de- 
cree if  you  want  one — was  cool.  The 
Gov't  announced  that  it  was  willing 
to  regard  as  "confidential"  defen- 
dant's replies  to  its  interrogatories 
which  might  reveal  their  business 
secrets  to  competitors  It  was  in- 
dicated that  the  Pickwick  Theater 
clearance  situation  would  be  drawn 
to  the  attention  of  the  newly  named 
Attorney  General,  Robert  Jackson, 
and  possibly  serve  as  the  keystone 
of  a  Gov't  test  case  .  .  Waldo  Thea- 
ter Corp.,  of  Waldoboro,  Me.,_  filed  a 
trust  suit  against  two  circuits  and 

the  majors. 

*  *         * 

THIS  AND  THAT:  Grand  Na- 
tional referee  ordered  liquidation  of 
the  company.  .  E.  W.  Hammons  is 
expected  to  resume  production  of 
short  subjects  by  Educational. 
Fine  Arts  will  establish  its  own  ex- 
changes in  25  key  cities  and  an- 
nounced a  program  of  26  features 
plus  16  outdoor  pix  .  .  RKO  may  ask 
70  per  cent  for  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois" bookings  in  some  instances 
300  N.Y.C.  unions  joined  the  fight 
on  the  Neely  bill,  while  Ampa  is  pre- 
paring a  three-way  attack  on  it ...  . 
New  studio  strike  threat  was  averted 
by  a  producer  confab  with  IATSE 
officials .  .  RCA  expects  new  low-cost 
"boosters"  to  speed  television  net- 
work tests,  with  experiments  to 
start  in  the  early  spring  Judge 
Bondy  closed  RKO  reorg.  hearings. 


"Would  Straight-Jacket"  Tele 

Development,   It 

Asserts 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Thirteen  organiza- 
tions have  signified  their  intention 
of  appearing  at  the  television  hear- 
ing before  the  full  FCC  today.  The 
hearing  will  take  up  objections  to, 
or  approval  of,  the  proposed  rules 
submitted  to  the  FCC  by  its  tele- 
vision committee. 

Organizations     scheduled     to     ap- 
pear   are:     Don     Lee    Broadcasting 
System,   RKO   Radio  Pictures,   Gen- 
(Contiitucd  on  Page  3) 


MINNESOTA  THEATER 
CLOSES:  SUIT  LOOMS 


"Tett  Best"  Radio 
Coverage  at  Record 

Radio  coverage,  unprecedented  in  the 
history  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  "Ten  Best" 
poll,  was  given  Friday  to  the  list  of  pic- 
tures selected  by  the  nation's  critics. 
Lowell  Thomas  discussed  the  poll  on 
NBC.  Cabriel  Heatter,  WOR's  news 
commentator,  aired  results,  as  did  Frank 
Singhiser.  David  Lowe,  film  commenta- 
tor of  WNEW,  also  gave  local  listeners 
the  returns.  Co-operation  was  accorded 
by  Transradio,  enabling  more  than  200 
subscriber-stations  in  all  parts  of  the 
U.  S.  to  announce  the  "Ten  Best." 
Local  commentators  in  many  cities  dis- 
cussed the  selections  Friday  and  Satur- 
day. Among  them  was  WJJD's  Hal  Tate 
in   Chicago. 


Minneapolis — An  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  majors  is  said  to  be  in 
prospect  here,  following  the  cloging 
last  Thursday  of  the  4,000-seat  Min- 
nesota Theater. 

According    to    the    announcement, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Schenck  Due  with  Zanuck 
for  Two  20th-Fox  Openings 

Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chairman  of 
the  20th-Fox  board,  will  accompany 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  when  the  produc- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


VETERAN  DIRECTORS 
TAKE  POLL'S  HONORS 


Total    Seating    Capacity    Up 

429,978  to  10,462,808 

in  12  Months 

Theaters  operating  in  the  United 
States  increased  1,302  during  1939, 
according  to  a  survey  completed  Sat- 
urday by  The  Film  Daily.  As  of 
Jan.  1,  there  were  17,003  houses 
open,  compared  with  15,701  a  year 
ago. 

Seating  capacities  increased,  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  by  429,978 — or 
an  average  of  about  400  seats  for 
each  of  the  theaters  opened  during 
the  year,  discounting  any  increases 
in  established  seating  capacities.  To- 
tal seats  in  lighted  houses  at  the 
first  of  this  year  was  10,462,808, 
compared  with  9,996,830  on  Jan.  1, 
1939. 

Total  of  all  theaters,  both  open  and 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Directorial  manpower  as  a  potent 
factor  in  screen  entertainment  is 
strikingly  demonstrated  by  results 
of  The  Film  Daily's  18th  annual 
"Ten  Best"  poll  of  the  nation's  lead- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


GERING  TO  HEAD  NEW 
PROD.  UNIT  IN  EAST 


Appeal  to  Supreme  Court 
Looms  if  Mori  Wins  Case 

Philadelphia— Warner  Bros.  The- 
aters and  major  companies,  defen- 
dants in  the  Vineland,  N.  J.,  anti- 
trust  case,   are   prepared   to   appeal 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


RKO  Trusteeship  May  End  by  Jan.  3 
New  Co.'s  Capitalization  $8,130,000 


Second  GWTW  Chi.  Showing 
Finally  Set  for  the  Woods 

Chicago— "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
will  go  into  the  Woods  theater  (Es- 
saness)  on  a  two-a-day  policy  after 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


The  1940  Film  Year  Book  will  soon  be  on  the 
desk  of  every  important  executive  in  motion 
pictures. — Advt. 


Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  on 
Saturday  ordered  a  hearing  to  be  held 
on  Jan.  18  at  2:30  p.m.  on  the  ques- 
tion of  turning  over  all  assets  held 
by  the  Irving  Trust  Co.,  as  trustee 
for  RKO,  to  the  new  company  within 
five  days  and  winding  up  the  reor- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

It  will  stay  there  too,  for  three  hundred  and 
sixty-six  days  of  the  year  as  the  Recognized 
Standard  Reference  Book  of  the  industry.— Advt. 


Marion  Gering,  former  Paramount 
and  Columbia  director,  will  head  the 
new  Eastern  production  company 
announced  on  Friday  by  Christopher 
Dunphy.  First  picture  will  be 
"Bricks  Without  Straw,"  by  Charles 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Fine  Arts  Branch  Offices 
To  Operate  on  P.C.  Basis 

Most  of  the  Grand  National  branch 
managers  will  be  absorbed  by  the 
new  Fine  Arts  distributing  organiza- 
tion, and,  under  the  proposed  setup, 
each  manager  will  be  virtually  in 
business  for  himself. 

The    managers,    it    is    understood, 

(Continued  on  Page   8) 

"Virginia  City"  Will  Get 
"Dodge  City"  Treatment 

Premiere  of  Warners'  forthcoming 
"Virginia  City"  will  be  staged  in 
the    Nevada   town   which   gives   the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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a.                                          n 

f  i  nnnci ol 

(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY,  JAN.  12) 

NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat .10         10         10       —     Vi 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    71/4       71/4       71/4—     1/4 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   21  Vi     21 Vi     21  Vi  —     % 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd...     S%       834       8%      

East.   Kodak   163       161       161       —2 

do    pfd 175       175       175       —  3 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 13         12%     12i/2      

Loew's,    Inc 355/8     3 4 1/4     345/8  —     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7%       IVa       ?Vi  —     Va 

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd 

Pathe    Film    9Vi       914      914     

RKO     1%       13/g       1%      

20th    Century-Fox     ..    12l/2     12i/4     12 1/4  —     14 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 3%       3%       1%     

do  pfd 

NEW   YORK   BOND    MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101V4  101 1/4  101Vi  —     % 
Loew's   deb.   3 Vis46.  .  1023/4  i025/8  1025/8  —     % 
Para.   B'way  3s55....   49 Vi     49i/2     49Vi  —     Vi 

Para.    Picts.   6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3Vis47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1%       1%       1%     

Technicolor     14i/4     14         14      —     Vi 

Trans-Lux 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100Vi  104 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd   deb.   '45.   71  Vi     73l/2 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 66Vi     67Vi 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


II  The  Broadway  Parade  11 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

Gone    With    the    Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 5th    week Capitol 

Gulliver's   Travels    (Paramount   Pictures) — 4th   week Paramount 

The    Light   That    Failed    (Paramount    Pictures) — 4th    week Rivoli 

Macushla    (Stellar  Attractions) — 2nd   week Belmont 

His    Cirl    Friday    (Columbia    Pictures) Music    Hall 

Raffles     (United    Artists-Coldwyn) Roxy 

Invisible   Stripes    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) Strand 

A  Child   is   Born    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures) Criterion 

My  Son  is  Guilty   (Columbia  Pictures) • Globe 

The    Fatal    Hour    (Monogram    Pictures) Pix 

Mexical   Spitfire    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) Rialto 

Santa    Fe    Marshal     (Paramount    Pictures)     (a)  Central 

Lost  on   the  Westein    Front    (Standard   Pictures)    (a) Central 

Everything   Happens    at   Night    (20th    Century-Fox)     (a-b) Palace 

The    Man    Who    Wouldn't   Talk    (20th    Cenfury-Fox)     (a) Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUN    ♦ 

Gone   With   the   Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 5th   week Astor 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest     (French    Cinema    Center) — 16th    week World 

Entente    Cordiale    (Concord    Films) — 4th    week    (d) 5th    Ave.    Playhouse 

Entente  Cordiale   (Concord   Films) — 4th  week   (d) 55th  St.  Playhouse 

Tevya     (Maymon     Films) — 4th    week Continental 

Katia     (Mayer-Burstyn) — 3rd    week Little    Carnegie 

They    Wanted    Peace    (Amkino) — 2nd    week Cameo 

Giovanni  di  Medici,  the  Leader  (Esperia  Films) — 2nd  week Cinecitta 

La  Ley  que  Olvivaron   (Acreca  Films) 48th  St.  Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

The   Invisible   Man   Returns    (Universal   Pictures) — opens   tomorrow Rialto 

Judge    Hardy   and   Son    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Jan.    17 Criterion 

Llano   Kid    (Paramount  Pictures) — Jan.   17    (a) Central 

Shipyard    Sally    (20th    Century-Fox) — Jan.    17    (a) Central 

The    Blue    Bird    (20th    Century-Fox) — Jan.    19    (e) Hollywood 

Remember  the   Night    (Paramount   Pictures) — Jan.   23 Paramount 

Grapes   of   Wrath    (20th   Century-Fox)— Jan.    24 Rivoli 

Louise    (Mayer-Burstyn)    (c)    Little   Carnegie 

The    Fighting    Sixty-Ninth     (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Jan.    26 Strand 

He   Married    His   Wife    (20th    Century-Fox)    (c) Roxy 

Four  Wives  (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) — Jan.   18   (a-b) Palace 

Sued  for  Libel   (RKO  Radio  Pictures) — Jan.   18   (a) Palace 

The    Human    Beast    (Juno    Films)    (c) 55th     St.     Playhouse 

Napoli    di   Altri   Tempi    (Esperia    Films) — Jan.    25 Cinecitta 

(a)    Dual  bill.         (b)    Subsequent  run.  (c)    Follows  current   bill.         (d)    Dual   run. 

(e)    Two-a-day  run. 


Dr.  A.  A.  Brill  is  Elected 

National   Board  Chairman 


Dr.  A.  A.  Brill,  a  leading  psy- 
chiatrist and  translator  of  the  works 
of  Sigmund  Freud,  has  been  elected 
chairman  of  the  National  Board  of 
Reyiew  of  Motion  Pictures,  succeed- 
ing Dr.  George  E.  Kirchwey  who 
was  elected  chairman  emeritus.  Dr. 
Brill  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board's  executive  committee  since 
1933.  Dr.  Kirchwey  has  played  a 
leading  part  in  its  affairs  since  1926. 

In  accepting  the  post  of  chairman, 
Dr.  Brill  said,  among  other  matters, 
that  he  believed  that  "every  average 
healthy  person  has  the  capacity  to 
be  his  own  censor,"  and  that  there 
was  overmuch  hearsay  and  false  be- 
lief, based  upon  "unscientific  re- 
search" behind  "many  of  the  state- 
ments made  regarding  the  effect  of 
motion  pictures  upon  children." 

He  further  stated  that  he  be- 
lieved films  to  be  "an  excellent  med- 
ium for  mitigating  the  heavy  bur- 
dens of  life  imposed  on  us  by  the 
struggle  for  existence."  He  praised 
the  National  Board's  consistent  op- 
position to  censorship  of  pictures, 
in  which  he  said  he  fully  concurred. 

W.  A.  Wolff  Promoted 

W.  A.  Wolff,  WE  and  Erpi  adver- 
tising manager  since  1929,  has  been 
appointed  information  manager  of 
both  companies  effective  today,  it  is 
announced  by  P.  L.  Thomson,  direc- 
tor of  public  relations.  He  is  suc- 
ceeded by  H.  W.  Forster,  informa- 
tion manager  for  the  past  10  years. 


Wobber  Designates  Months 
for  3  Division  Managers 

Months  of  February,  March  and 
April  have  been  designated  by  Her- 
man Wobber,  20th-Fox  distribution 
manager,  as  division  managers' 
months.  First  four-week  period  will 
be  known  as  William  J.  Kupper 
Month,  second  four-week  period  as 
Bill  Gehring  Month,  and  the  final 
period  will  be  known  as  William 
Sussman  Month.  The  three  men  are 
managers  of  the  Western,  Central 
and  Eastern  divisions,  respectively. 


"Little  Old  New  York" 
Preview  Via  "Good  News" 


Deal  has  been  negotiated  by  Dar- 
ryl  F.  Zanuck  with  the  "Good  News" 
air  show  by  which  there  will  be  a 
radio  preview  of  the  Zanuck  special, 
"Little  Old  New  York,"  on  Jan.  25, 
indicating  that  20th-Fox  believes 
radio  plugs  are  helpful  to  the  pix  and 
the  company  will  continue  with 
policy.  "Swanee  River"  and  "Drums 
Along  the  Mohawk"  were  recent 
20th-Fox  pix  to  get  radio  plugs  via 
the  Kate  Smith  program. 

Filling  Print  Order 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — With  its  new  three- 
color  laboratory  on  production  basis, 
Dunningcolor  Corp.  is  turning  out  75 
three-color  prints  of  a  commercial 
picture  produced  for  Allis-Chalmers 
Corp.  by  the  Chicago  Film  Labora- 
tories. 


cominc  mid  come 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK,  DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK. 
GENE  MARKEY,  HEDY  LAMAR,  SIDNEY  LAN- 
FIELD  and  JANE  DARWELL,  are  due  here  Wed- 
nesday from  the  Coast  by  plane  to  attend  the 
premieres  of  "The  Blue  Bird"  and  "G"oes  of 
Wrath." 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  Metro  ad.  and  pub.  chief- 
tain, was  expected  to  return  to  New  York  over 
the   week-end. 

S.    CHARLES    EINFELD,   Warner   ad.    and   pub. 

chieftain,    arrived    here    Friday. 

HARRY  BRAND,  studio  publicity  head  for 
20th-Fox,    arrived    here    over    the    week-end. 

IRA  H.  COHN,  Pittsburgh  branch  manager 
for  20th-Fox,  and  MRS.  COHN,  are  vacationing 
in   Miami. 

B.  G.  DE  SYLVA  and  MORRIE  RYSKIND  re- 
turn  tomorrow   from    Florida. 

MICHAEL  TODD  and  FERENC  MOLNAR  ar- 
rived  on   the   Rex   over   the   week-end. 

HANK  LINET,  of  Universal's  publicity  depart- 
ment,   returns   today   from    Cleveland. 

COLE  PORTER  leaves  Jan.  20  for  a  south  seas 
cruise. 

DAVID  E.  ROSE  and  WILLIAM  SISTROM  sailed 
for  Europe  Friday  on  the  Washington. 

PAT  DeClCCO  is  here  from  the  Coast  at  the 
Sherry  Netherland. 

ROBERT  FAIRBANKS  has  returned  to  Holly- 
wood. 

JEAN  HERSHOLT  has  left  for  the  Coast  after  a 
vacation    here. 

ERNST  LUB1TSCH  and  MRS.  LUBITSCH  ar- 
rive tomorrow  from  the  Coast  to  consider  story 
material   for   his   first   UA   release. 

INGRID  BERGMAN,  who  arrived  Friday  on 
the  Rex,   goes  to  the  Coast  late  this  week. 

CLIFF  REID,  RKO  associate  producer,  has 
returned  to  Hollywood  after  a  New  York  vaca- 
tion. 


Appeal  to  Supreme  Court 
Looms  if  Mori  Wins  Case 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  if  an 
adverse  decision  is  rendered  follow- 
ing the  appeal  arguments  to  be  heard 
today  before  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Judge  Kirkpatrick  granted  George 
Mori,  plaintiff  and  owner  of  the  Lan- 
dis  Theater,  Vineland,  a  preliminary 
injunction  on  Nov.  6  when  he  ruled 
that  contracts  between  Warner  the- 
aters and  the  majors  were  in  viola- 
tion of  the  anti-trust  laws. 

Industry  attorneys  look  upon  the 
case  as  one  of  the  most  important 
now  facing  the  business. 


Harry  Marvin  Dies  in  Florida 

Venice,  Fla. — Harry  Norton  Mar- 
vin, 77,  inventor  and  pioneer  motion 
picture  producer,  died  here  where  he 
was  spending  the  Winter.  An  asso- 
ciate of  the  late  Thomas  A.  Edison, 
Marvin  at  one  time  was  president  of 
Biograph  Co.  His  home  was  at 
Rye,  N.  Y. 


... 
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YOUNG  WOMAN,  college  graduate. 
Eight  years'  experience  selling  motion 
pictures.  Has  thorough  knowledge  of 
company  prospects.  Has  plenty  of  en- 
thusiasm and  initiative  to  get  sales  re- 
sults. Finest  references.  Personal  inter- 
view   will    impress    you    with    my    ability. 

FILM    DAILY    BOX    1504 
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DUMONT  WILL  FIGHT 

TELE  REGULATIONS 


(Continued  -from  Page  1) 

I  eral  Electric,  Zenith  Radio,  Metro- 
politan   Television,    F-M    Broadcast- 

'.  ers  (newly  organized  group  of  fre- 
quer-^j'i  modulated  stations),  Du- 
Mont-Laboratories,  Philco  Radio, 
RCA,  International  Business  Ma- 
chines Corp.,  Major  Edwin  H.  Arm- 

:  strong,  CBS,  and  the  General  Tele- 
vision Corp.  of  Boston. 

«  DuMont,  in  which  Paramount  is 
directly  interested,  will  fight  the  pro- 
posed rules  and  regulations,  excep- 

:'  tions  filed  at  the  week-end  disclosed. 
DuMont  stated  it  would  offer  wit- 
nesses to  prove  that  the  indirect  re- 
quirement of  the  standards  pro- 
posed by  the  Radio  Manufacturers' 
Association  would  unnecessarily 
straight-jacket  television. 

As  tentatively  published,  the  Com- 
mission regulations  would  require 
441-line  scanning  and  would  fix  the 
number  of  frames  per  second  at  30. 
These  technical  requirements,  ac- 
cording to  DuMont,  would  prohibit 
the  use  in  schedule  service  of  the 
greatly  refined  pictures  produced  ex- 
perimentally by  DuMont,  and  pre- 
vent full  advantage  being  taken  of 
the  sustained  image,  large-sized 
tube,  which  is  a  DuMont  develop- 
ment. 

The  objections  DuMont  filed  are 
particularly  directed  at  a  proposed 
rule  which  would  require  any  tele- 
vision broadcaster  seeking  to  set 
higher  standards  than  those  of  the 
Radio  Manufacturers'  Association  to 
prove    that   the   public   interest    de- 

6  'manded  that  all  then-existing  tele- 
vision stations  conform  to  the 
change.  This,  it  is  contended,  places 
unreasonable  burdens  on  progress. 

High  Army  Officers  Will 
See  "The  Fighting  69th" 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  McCoy,  former 
Commander  of  the  U.  S.  Second 
porps  Area,  Maj.  Gen.  William  N. 
laskell,  and  Leo  T.  McCauley,  Irish 
Consul  General,  will  be  additional 
quests  of  honor  at  the  reunion  of 
he  old  Sixty-Ninth  Regiment  at  the 
Valdorf-Astoria  on  Jan.  24  at  which 
Varners'  "The  Fighting  69th"  will 
>e  previewed. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

JANUARY   15 

William  Beaudine 

Chauncey  Brown 

Charles  King 

Karl  Freund 

Dorothy  Could 


4LCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •      IN    the    gray    of    Friday who    should    bob    back    into 

town  from  the   Coast but   Charley   Einfeld bringing   with   him 

his   wife,    airplane   luggage,    and    an    understandable    enthusiasm 

for  things  soon  to  come  from  the  sound   stages out  Burbank   way 

So   for    the    benefit    of   Mr.    Exhib.    in   particular we'll   pass 

along  one  of  the  several  matters  upon  which  the  WB  publicity-ad  head 
expressed  views 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     WARNERS  we  are  told have  ready  to  send  out 

on  March  9. . .  .what  in  the  Einfeld  appraisement  is  to  be  set  down 

as  the  screen's  most  unusual  pix "The  Magic  Bullet" 

From   its   title   one   might  suspect   that   it   deals   with   a   "secret 

weapon" in   contemporary    war-beleaguered   Europe or 

might,   perchance,   be   a   celluloid  fantasy The   fact  is  that 

"The  Magic  Bullet"  does  deal  with  a  definite  type  of  war...... 

that  against  a  disease  which  has  destroyed  more  human  beings 

and  their  happiness than  all  the  hostilities  waged  on  military 

battlefields  in  modern  times We  mention  "The  Magic  Bullet" 

with   extra  confidence 'cause   in  all   the   years   we've   been 

huddlin'  with  Charley  Einfeld  at  Grand  Central  Terminal  on  the 

occasion  of  his  argosies  to  and  from  the  Coast we've  found 

him  in  respect  to  declarations  about  product to  have  both 

feet  very  much  on  the  ground or,  to  be  technical on 

the   platform So,   Mr.   Exhib.   'twill   be   well   to   make   note 

of  this  one 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     WHEN    a    university    makes    scholarships    available 

for  the  purpose  of  film  ballyhoo THAT'S  something As  part 

of    its    50th    anniversary    celebration Lincoln    Memorial    University 

at  Harrogate,  Tenn.. is  offering  two  prize  scholarships 

to   the   high   school   seniors   in   the   U.   S who   write    the   two  best 

essays on   the   subject   of "A  Student  Looks    at   'Abe   Lincoln 

in  Illinois'  " RKO's  forthcoming  pix. 


Huddle  Tomorrow  on  Gov't's 
Reply  to  Interrogatories 

The  government  will  resume  con- 
ferences with  attorneys  for  the  ma- 
jors at  10  a.m.,  tomorrow  on  the 
question  of  answers  to  interroga- 
tories which  major  defendants  have 
served  upon  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice in  the  equity  suit.  Paul  Wil- 
liams, special  assistant  attorney  gen- 
eral, will  arrive  from  Washington 
for  this  huddle  tomorrow  morning. 

Parties  to  the  suit  have  been  un- 
able, in  spite  of  a  number  of  previ- 
ous confabs,  to  agree  definitely  upon 
what  interrogatories  are  satisfac- 
tory although  the  claim  is  made  that 
considerable  progress  towards  this 
end  has  been  made.  In  the  mean- 
while, it  was  learned,  the  govern- 
ment's time  to  object  to  interroga- 
tories which  will  expire  today  has 
been  extended  to  Wednesday. 


Sunday  Vaude  In  Toledo 

Toledo,  0.  —  The  World,  large 
nabe  house,  is  now  playing  five 
acts  of  vaudeville  each  Sunday.  Rest 
of  the  week,  house  offers  duals. 


SAG  Proposes  More  Direct 
Representation  for  Extras 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles  —  To  guarantee  by 
law  that  which  SAG  officials  declare 
has  already  been  in  practice,  1,200 
Class  A  members  of  the  Guild  are  to 
vote  on  a  proposed  amendment  to 
its  bylaws  designed  to  give  Class  B 
members,  the  extras,  more  direct 
representation.  Guild  board  has  un- 
qualifiedly recommended  an  affirma- 
tive vote.  Proposed  amendment  does 
not  affect  rights  of  Class  B  members 
to  withdraw  from  Guild  at  any  time 
by  an  affirmative  vote  of  51  per  cent 
of  the  paid-up  membership. 


Allied  Issues  White  Book 
With  Neely  Bill  Questions 

Thirty-two  national  organizations 
are  on  record  as  being  opposed  to 
block-booking,  according  to  the  1940 
edition  of  the  Allied  White  Book, 
issued  by  national  Allied.  The  book 
presents  21  questions  and  answers  on 
the  Neely  bill. 


RKO  ASSETS  TRANSFER 
HEARING  ON  THURSDAY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ganization  proceedings  with  the  ex- 
ception of  determining  allowances. 

The  proposed  order  disposing  of 
the  assets  provides  that  all  tangible 
and  intangible  properties  held  by 
Irving  Trust,  with  the  exception  of 
sufficient  cash  to  pay  administration 
allowances  and  expenses  and  $20,000 
for  the  trustee  for  its  expenses,  be 
turned  over  to  the  new  company. 

The  Chemical  Bank  and  Trust  Co., 
City  Bank  Farmers  Trust  Co.,  and 
Central  Hanover  Bank  &  Trust  Co., 
all  trustees  under  RKO  indentures, 
are  to  deliver  releases  to  RKO  under 
the  order.  The  Irving  Trust  is  re- 
lieved of  its  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties in  administering  the  estate  and 
the  assets  are  to  be  free  of  Court 
control,  except  for  matters  affecting 
the  plan  of  reorganization. 

An  injunction,  which  was  issued 
in  June,  1934,  and  which  restrained 
RKO  from  selling  or  transferring 
any  of  its  assets,  is  vacated  under 
the  order,  although  provisions  which 
enjoined  creditors  and  stockholders 
from  commencing  suit  for  attaching 
assets  still  stands. 

Applications  for  allowances  must 
be  filed  within  40  days.  RKO  is  to 
indemnify  the  Irving  Trust  against 
any  suits  which  may  be  brought 
against  it  as  trustee. 

The  Bankers  Trust  Co.  is  to  act 
as  agent  in  the  issuance  of  new  se- 
curities. New  shares  of  stock  are 
to  be  issued  totaling  $8,130,000.  Op- 
tion warrants  will  give  its  holders 
the  right  to  purchase  2,559,573  shares 
of  common  stock.  Holders  of  6  per 
cent  Gold  Notes  are  to  receive  128,- 
170  shares  of  6  per  cent  preferred, 
and  600,969  of  common.  Rockefeller 
Center  is  to  receive  400,000  shares 
of  common,  and  general  unsecured 
creditors  822,270  of  the  common. 
Stockholders  of  the  Maryland  Corpo- 
ration will  receive  425,596  shares  of 
common. 

The  new  company  is  limited  to  a 
funded  debt  of  $3,000,000  while  pre- 
ferred stock  remains  outstanding. 


"Louise"  for  Carnegie 

"Louise,"  from  the  opera  by  Gus- 
tave  Charpentier,  starring  Grace 
Moore,  will  have  its  U.  S.  premiere 
at  the  Little  Carnegie  Playhouse  fol- 
lowing the  current  engagement  of 
"Katia."  "Louise"  was  produced  in 
France  last  year.  Arthur  Mayer  and 
Joseph  Burstyn  are  releasing  the 
picture. 


Brecher  Reboohs 
"Ten  Best'9  Winners 

Immediately  in  the  wake  of  announce- 
ment of  THE  FILM  DAILY  "Ten  Best" 
Poll  results,  Leo  Brecher,  on  Saturday, 
opened  a  four-day  engagement  of  "Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips,"  poll  winner,  at  his 
swank  Plaza  Theater.  He  also  announced 
that  the  No.  2  pix,  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,"  would  be  the  following 
attraction,  commencing  a  five-day  run 
on  Jan.  17.  House  annually  offers  its 
patrons  principal  features  named  in  the 
nation-wide   poll. 


SSSSgSSSSSas 
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MR.  GEORGE  DEMBOW 
NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

I  AM  SURE  I  EXPRESS  THE  SENTIMENTS  OF  EXHIBI- 
TORS EVERYWHERE,  WHEN  I  CONGRATULATE  NA- 
TIONAL SCREEN  SERVICE,  THROUGH  YOU,  BECAUSE 
OF  THE  RECENT  SIGNING  FOR  THE  HANDLING  OF 
SCREEN  TRAILERS  FOR  PARAMOUNT  PICTURES. 

MOST  EXHIBITORS  THAT  I  HAVE  CONTACTED,  AND 
THAT  INCLUDES  MANY,  ARE  OF  THE  OPINION  THAT 
CENTRALIZED  HANDLING  OF  COMING  ATTRACTION 
TRAILERS  WOULD  BE  MUCH  MORE  BENEFICIAL  TO 
THEM,  THAN  TO  BE  FORCED  TO  BUY  TRAILERS 
FROM  VARIOUS  SOURCES. 

AND  I  FEEL  THAT  THEY  ARE  OF  THE  SAME  OPIN- 
ION AS  TO  ADVERTISING  GENERALLY,  I  MEAN  BY 
THAT,  A  HIGHLY  SPECIALIZED  ORGANIZATION  TO 
SUPPLY  ALL  ADVERTISING  MATTER  ON  ALL  PROD- 
UCTS, COULD  NOT  HELP  BUT  BE  BENEFICIAL  TO 
EXHIBITORS,  TO  REPLACE  THE  HAPHAZARD  METH- 
ODS OF  SECURING  MATERIAL  FROM  MANY  DIFFER- 
ENT SOURCES. 

ED  KUYKENDALL 
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VETERAN  DIRECTORS 
TAKE  POLL'S  HONORS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  motion  picture  critics  and  re- 
viewers. 

Week-end  analysis  of  the  59  pic- 
tures embraced  by  the  "Ten  Best" 
and  the  "Forty-Niners"  Honor  Roll, 
in  the  wake  of  the  results  published 
on  Friday,  disclosed  that  10  directors 
were  responsible  for  22  features, 
with  37  directors  contributing  one 
feature  each. 

Of  equal  significance  was  the  out- 
standing showing  made  by  veteran 
directors.  Of  the  10  represented  by 
more  than  one  picture,  all,  with  one 
exception — Garson  Kanin — have  been 
directing  for  a  period  of  years.  Fur- 
ther, with  comparatively  few  excep- 
tions the  10  have  contributed  "Ten 
Best"  pictures  in  other  years. 

This  latter  condition  largely  also 
applies  to  the  directors  who  are  rep- 
resented among  the  1939  "Ten  Best." 
The  most  consistent  record  in  this 
respect  is  that  of  Frank  Capra,  who 
has  provided  one  picture  for  the  last 
four  years.  It  is  also  the  second 
consecutive  year  for  Henry  King, 
who  had  a  second  picture,  "Jesse 
James"  on  the  Honor  Roll. 

Edmund  Goulding,  who  contrib- 
uted "Dark  Victory"  and  "The  Old 
Maid"  to  the  "Ten  Best"  also  had 
"The  Dawn  Patrol"  on  Honor  Roll. 
Michael  Curtiz,  represented  on  the 
1938  "Ten  Best,"  placed  three  pro- 
ductions on  the  current  Honor  Roll — 
"Dodge  City,"  "Daughters  Courage- 
ous" and  "Angels  with  Dirty  Faces." 

John  Ford,  also  represented  on 
the  1938  "Ten  Best,"  topped  the 
current  Honor  Roll  with  two  pic- 
tures— "Stagecoach"  and  "Young 
Mr.  Lincoln,"  a  single  ballot  sep- 
arating the  two.  Other  directors  in 
addition  to  those  named  scoring  with 
two  pictures  on  the  1939  Honor  Roll 
were: 

Garson  Kanin,  "Bachelor  Mother" 
and  "The  Great  Man  Votes";  Clar- 
ence Brown,  "The  Rains  Came"  and 
"Idiot's  Delight";  Alfred  Hitchcock, 
"The  Lady  Vanishes"  and  "Jamaica 
Inn";  Irving  Cummings,  "The  Story 
of  Alexander  Graham  Bell"  and 
"Hollywood  Cavalcade";  W.  S.  Van 
Dyke  II,  "Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever"  and  "Sweethearts";  Edwin 
L.  Marin,  "A  Christmas  Carol"  and 
"Maisie." 


Hepburn  Play  for  Metro? 

Deal  by  which  Metro  will  acquire 
film  rights  to  "The  Philadelphia 
Story"  for  a  reported  price  of  $175,- 
000  is  expected  to  be  closed  this 
week,  it  is  said.  Katharine  Hepburn 
will  appear  in  the  screen  version,  it 
is  understood. 


Para.   Borrows  Cooper 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Paramount  has  bor- 
rowed Gary  Cooper  from  Goldwyn 
for  DeMille's  "Northwest  Mounted 
Police." 


The  1939  "Ten  Best"  Poll 

Honor  Roll  and  Directorial  Analysis 

THE  FIRST  TEN 

Picture,  Director,  Distributor  Votes 

Goodbye,   Mr.   Chips— Sam   Wood— M-G-M    (Eng.) 472 

Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington — Frank  Capra — Columbia 433 

Pygmalion— Anthony  Asquith,   Leslie   Howard— M-G-M-Pascal    (Eng.) 349 

Wuthering  Heights— William  Wyler— UA-Goldwyn 283 

Dark   Victory — Edmund   Goulding — Warners 280 

The    Women — George    Cukor — M-G-M 254 

The  Wizard  of  Oz— Victor  Fleming— M-G-M 244 

Juarez — William    Dieterle — Warners    216 

Stanley    and    Livingstone — Henry    King — 20th-Fox 213 

The    Old    Maid — Edmund    Goulding — Warners 166 

"The  Forty-Niners"  Honor  Roll 

Picture,  Director,  Distributor  Votes 

Stagecoach — John    Ford — UA-Wanger    153 

Young    Mr.    Lincoln — John    Ford — 20th-Fox 152 

Babes  in  Arms — Busby  Berkeley — M-G-M   135 

Love  Affair— Leo   McCarey — RKO  Radio    128 

Union    Pacific— Cecil    B.    De    Mille— Para 112 

On  Borrowed  Time — Harold  S.  Bucquet — M-G-M Ill 

Bachelor     Mother— Garson     Kanin— RKO 93 

Gunga   Din — George   Stevens — RKO 82 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell— Herbert  Wilcox— RKO  82 

The  Rains  Came — Clarence   Brown — 20th-Fox 77 

Jesse  James — Henry   King — 20th-Fox    69 

The  Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle— H.  C.  Potter— RKO  Radio 68 

The    Beachcomber — Erich    Pommer — Para. -Mayflower    (Eng.) 67 

Idiot's  Delight — Clarence   Brown — M-G-M 60 

The  Story  of  Alexander  Graham   Bell — Irving  Cummings — 20th-Fox 59 

The    Great    Waltz — Julian     Duvivier — M-G-M 56 

Four  Feathers — Zoltan   Korda — UA-Korda    (Eng.) 52 

The   Lady   Vanishes— Alfred    Hitchcock— 20th-Fox 47 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings — Howard  Hawkes — Col 46 

Beau  Geste— William  A.  Wellman— Para 40 

Golden    Boy — Rouben    Mamoulian — Col 38 

Dodge   City — Michael   Curtiz — Warners    36 

Kentucky — David   Butler— 20th-Fox    33 

Hollywood   Cavalcade — Irving   Cummings — 20th-Fox    32 

Daughters    Courageous — Michael     Curtiz — Warners 31 

Confessions  of  a   Nazi   Spy — Anatole   Litvak — Warners 30 

Angels  With   Dirty   Faces — Michael   Curtiz — Warners 29 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever— W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II— M-G-M * 28 

Intermezzo:  A  Love  Story — Gregory  Ratoff — UA-Selznick 25 

The  Mikado — Victor  Schertzinger) — Univ.    (Eng.)    25 

They   Shall    Have    Music — Archie    Mayo — UA-Goldwyn 24 

The  Dawn  Patrol — Edmund  Goulding — Warners   22 

Disputed   Passage — Frank   Borzage — Para 21 

If    I    Were    King— Frank    Lloyd— Para 19 

A  Christmas  Carol — Edwin  L.  Marin — M-G-M 17 

Jamaica  Inn — Alfred  Hitchcock — Para. -Mayflower  (Eng.) 17 

The  Great   Man  Votes — Garson    Kanin — RKO 16 

Honeymoon  in  Bali — Edward  H.  Griffith — Para 16 

The    Roaring   Twenties — Raoul    Walsh — Warners    15 

Sweethearts— W.  S.  Van  Dyke  11— M-G-M    15 

Three   Smart   Girls   Grow    Up — Henry    Koster — Univ 15 

The  Man   in   the   Iron   Mask — James  Whale — UA-Small 14 

Man  of  Conquest — George   Nichols,  Jr. — Rep 14 

The    Real    Glory — Henry    Hathaway — UA-Goldwyn 13 

Dust  Be   My  Destiny — Lewis  Seiler — Warners 12 

Five  Came  Back — John  Farrow — RKO   12 

Made    For    Each    Other — John    Cromwell — UA-Selznick H 

Maisie — Edwin    L.    Marin — M-G-M 10 

The  Young  in  Heart — Richard  Wallace — UA-Selznick 10 


Muzak  Files  Application 
for  High  Frequency  Station 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Muzak  Corp.  has 
filed  an  application  with  the  FCC 
for  a  high  frequency  broadcast  sta- 
tion to  operate  on  43,600  and  117,910 
kilocycles  on  unlimited  time.  If  the 
license  in  granted,  Associated  Music 
Publishers,  Inc.,  of  which  Waddill 
Catchings,  president  of  Muzak,  is 
board  chairman,  will  furnish  pro- 
gram material. 


A.  H.  Abrams  Dead 

Canton,  O.  —  Adolph  H.  Abrams, 
68,  who  owned  and  operated  the 
Odeon,  this  city's  first  film  theater, 
and  later  with  E.  E.  Bender  operated 
the  Lyceum,  is  dead  from  a  heart 
ailment.     He  retired  in  1934. 


Buck  Rites  In  Detroit 

Detroit  —  Funeral  services  were 
held  here  on  Saturday  for  Mrs.  Kath 
erine    Buck,    76,    mother    of 
Buck,  president  of  Ascap. 


MINNESOTA  THEATER 
CLOSES;  SUIT  LOOMS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  house  is  to  stay  dark  for  30  to 
60  days,  but  indications  are  that  it 
will  not  reopen  unless  major  com- 
pany product  can  be  obtained^  Up 
until  the  time  it  closed,  the  Mxjjiie- 
sota  has  been  carrying  on  with 
Monogram  and  Republic  pictures. 

The  big  theater  has  been  consid- 
ered a  "white  elephant"  almost  since 
it  opened.  Some  success  was  had 
recently  with  a  combination  vaude- 
picture  policy  but  overhead  was  said 
to  have  eaten  up  the  grosses. 


Dallas  Expects  1,250  Will 
Attend  Variety  Club  Meet 

Dallas—Dallas  Variety  Club,  Tent 
No.  17,  will  be  host  to  the  National 
Convention  of  Variety  Clubs  on  April 
18-20  when  1,250  film  and  theater 
personalities  are  expected  to  invade 
the  city.  R.  J.  (Bob)  O'Donnell,  vice- 
prexy  and  general  manager  of  In- 
terstate Theaters  and  Chief  Barker 
of  the  local  Variety  club,  is  in  active 
charge  of  preparations. 

Three  networks  will  broadcast  the 
festivities  over  national  hookups — 
NBC,  Mutual  and  CBS,  with  some 
of  the  nation's  leading  announcers 
at  the  mikes.  Bob  Hope,  film  star, 
will  be  master  of  ceremonies. 

Among  film  "greats"  expected  are 
Edgar  Bergen  and  Charlie  McCar- 
thy, Spencer  Tracy,  Bing  Crosby, 
and  Mickey  Rooney.  Darryl  F.  Za- 
nuck  and  Edgar  A.  Guest  will  at- 
tend. 

Special  train  of  33  coaches  will 
start  from  Boston  and  pick  up  dele- 
gates along  the  way,  arriving  here 
on  the  19th.  There  will  be  special 
trains  also  from  Denver,  Kansas 
City  and  way  stations.  Motor  caval- 
cades will  arrive  from  Oklahoma 
City,  Memphis  and  Atlanta. 

Execs,  will  hold  a  business  meet- 
ing on  the  18th.  Festivities  will  oc- 
cur on  the  evening  of  the  19th  at 
the  Dallas  Athletic  Club  where  the 
third  floor  will  be  transformed  into 
a  replica  of  old  Mexico  while  on  the 
second  floor  will  be  a  frontier  vil- 
lage, with  food  served  wherever 
there  is  sitting  or  standing  space. 
Guests  will  be  provided  with  10- 
gallon  hats  and  bandanna  handker- 
chiefs, with  a  Wild  West  show  for 
their  entertainment. 

Champions  of  each  of  the  22  Var- 
iety camps  will  play  in  a  golf  tour- 
nament for  the  national  Variety 
Club  championship  at  the  Brook  Hol- 
low country  club.  Banquet  at  the 
Adolphus  Hotel,  convention  head- 
quarters, on  Saturday  night  will 
close  the  meeting. 


Gene 


Marin  Quits  Col.  Post 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Lew  Marin,  for  the 
past  two  years  assistant  publicity 
director  at  Columbia  Pictures  Stu- 
dios, and  prior  to  that  active  for 
several  years  in  the  exploitation 
field,  has  resigned. 
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dark,  is  19,032.  A  year  ago  the  fig- 
ure was  17,829.  Closed  houses  fig- 
ures are:    1940,  2,029;   1939:    2,128. 

Data  is  based  on  a  list  of  all  thea- 
ters to  be  included  in  the  1940  Film 
Daily  Year  Book. 

A  state-by-state  chart  including 
figures  on  total  theaters  and  seats, 
closed  theaters  and  seats,  and  oper- 
ating theaters  and  seats  is  published 
on  this  page. 


U.  S.  Film   Theaters  as  of  Jan.  1 


Cleveland  Variety  Club's 
Committee  Heads  Named 

Cleveland — Nat.  L.«Lefton,  Republic 
franchise  owner  and  this  year's  chief 
barker  for  the  Variety  Club,  has  in- 
troduced an  innovation  by  appoint- 
ing only  committee  chairmen,  leav- 
ing it  to  the  chairmen  to  appoint 
the  members  of  their  respective 
committees. 

Committee  chairmen  are:  house 
committee,  Frank  D.  Drew,  M-G-M 
branch  manager;  membership,  Jack 
Shulman,  independent  theater  cir- 
cuit owner;  welfare,  George  W.  Erd- 
mann,  secretary  of  the  Cleveland 
Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  Associa- 
tion; publicity,  Al  Gregg,  Republic 
Pictures;  shut-in  entertainment,  Joe 
Leavitt,  Independent  Screen  Room; 
stag  might  chairman,  Duke  Clark, 
Paramount  branch  manager;  Satur- 
day night  jamboree  chairman,  Bert 
Stearn,  United  Artists  district  man- 
ager. 


"Stripes"  Big  at  Strand 

Warners'  new  feature,  "Invisible 
Stripes,"  opened  to  strong  business 
at  the  New  York  Strand  on  Friday, 
with  long  lines  of  patrons  stretching 
from  the  b.o.  to  far  westward  along 
the  adjacent  48th  St.  block.  Extra 
cashiers  aided  in  alleviating  lobby 
delays.  Attendance  continued  at  a 
fast  pace  over  the  week-end. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Phoenix,  Ariz. — Marriage  of  Wal- 
ter Wanger,  producer,  and  Joan 
Bennett,  screen  star,  was  performed 
here  Friday  by  Justice  Harry  West- 
fall. 


State 

Alabama     

Arizona     

Arkansas     

California    

Colorado    

Connecticut     

Delaware     

District    of    Columbia . 

Florida    

Georgia     

Idaho     

Illinois     

Indiana   

Iowa   

Kansas    

Kentucky     

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland     

Massachusetts     

Michigan     

Minnesota     

Mississippi    

Missouri    

Montana     

Nebraska    

Nevada     

New   Jersey    

New   Mexico    

New   York    

North   Carolina    

North   Dakota    

Ohio    

Oklahoma 

Oregon    

Pennsylvania    

Rhode  Island    

South    Carolina     

South   Dakota    

Tennessee    

Texas    

Utah    

Vermont    

Virginia     

Washington     

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin    

Wyoming     


Total 

Closed 

Operating 

Theaters 

Seats 

Theaters 

Seats 

Theaters 

Seats 

266 

98,784 

27 

8,256 

239 

90,618 

101 

44,702 

12 

3,610 

89 

41,092 

241 

90,324 

15 

6,704 

226 

83,620 

1,095 

804,872 

124 

51,352 

971 

753,520 

270 

115,050 

45 

10,855 

225 

104.195 

223 

176,420 

18 

12,911 

205 

163.509 

34 

22,343 

2 

600 

32 

21,743 

64 

51,246 

1 

1,000 

63 

50,246 

313 

144,198 

77 

22,126 

236 

122,072 

320 

137,865 

19 

8,737 

301 

129,128 

192 

60,630 

36 

7,357 

156 

53,273 

1,100 

720,593 

168 

63,354 

932 

657,239 

549 

293.515 

86 

22,625 

463 

270,890 

536 

208,211 

45 

14,581 

491 

193,630 

445 

193,865 

71 

18,823 

374 

175,042 

318 

141,203 

61 

15,852 

257 

125,351 

306 

150,721 

27 

10.989 

279 

139,732 

202 

94,819 

47 

18,779 

155 

76,040 

228 

129,617 

17 

5,887 

211 

123,730 

443 

431,050 

51 

28,803 

392 

402,247 

684 

445,938 

60 

23,706 

624 

422,232 

544 

233,715 

53 

14,563 

491 

219,152 

202 

82,553 

9 

3,459 

193 

79,004 

672 

355,010 

138 

49,626 

534 

305,384 

202 

63,654 

36 

5,264 

176 

58,390 

372 

140,215 

75 

22,347 

297 

117,868 

149 

74,492 

34 

13,411 

115 

61,081 

435 

425,931 

48 

44,489 

387 

381,442 

92 

39.894 

12 

4,425 

80 

35,469 

1,418 

1,609,773 

78 

62,978 

1,340 

1,546,795 

387 

172,787 

17 

5,650 

370 

167,137 

185 

50,739 

20 

3.875 

165 

46,864 

942 

595,530 

68 

27,623 

874 

567,907 

433 

1.95,973 

34 

14,037 

399 

181,936 

239 

113,084 

16 

4,772 

223 

108,312 

1,258 

882,052 

49 

35,114 

1,209 

846,938 

61 

60,039 

9 

8,567 

52 

51,472 

169 

69,908 

16 

6,650 

153 

63,258 

199 

60,163 

15 

4,625 

184 

55,538 

254 

118,119 

17 

6,834 

237 

111,285 

1.068 

503,294 

75 

22,892 

993 

480,402 

224 

71,639 

29 

6,410 

195 

65,229 

65 

35,422 

7 

2,696 

58 

32,726 

311 

148,036 

16 

4,837 

295 

143,199 

342 

162,582 

31 

13,637 

311 

148,945 

327 

127,626 

43 

9,845 

284 

117,781 

480 

274,821 

65 

27,626 

415 

247,195 

62 

25,532 

10 

2,582 

52 

22,950 

TOTALS 


19,032      11,248,639 


2,029      785,831        17,003      10,462,808 


Second  GWTW  Chi.  Showing 
Finally  Set  for  the  Woods 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

all,  it  was  disclosed  at  the  week-end. 
Pix  will  run  simultaneously  there 
with  its  three-a-day  engagement  at 
the  Oriental  (Jones,  Linick  &  Schae- 
fer),  dual  premiere  being  set  for 
Jan.  25. 

GWTW  was  announced  for  the 
Woods  following  the  breakdown  of 
B  &  K  negotiations,  but  subsequent- 
ly the  announcement  was  cancelled. 
Harry  and  Elmer  Balaban  have  been 
talking  a  deal  to  play  the  film  at 
their  North  Side  Esquire. 


Bess  Lebowitz,  secretary  to  Phil 
Abrahams  of  Warner  Bros.  Home  Of- 
fice Print  Dept.,  married  Albert 
Kaplan  yesterday  in  New  York  City. 


Wilmington,  Del. — Earle  G.  Fin- 
ney, manager  of  the  WB  Savoy  The- 
ater here,  and  Edna  Mae  McNair, 
principal  and  teacher  at  the  Pros- 
pectville,  Pa.,  school,  were  married 
Friday  at  Hatboro,  Pa. 

Mount  Vernon,  Ind.  —  Martha 
Well,  cashier  of  the  new  Vernon  The- 
ater here,  was  recently  married  to 
Fred  Daniels. 


Adding  of  17  new  GWTW  dates 
Friday  brought  the  future  engage- 
ments to  85,  M-G-M  announced. 
Nine  of  the  houses  will  follow  the 
general  policy  of  continuous  morning 
and  matinee  performances,  with  re- 
served seats  at  night.  Four  of  the 
17  dates  are  in  Pennsylvania,  six  in 
Georgia,  three  in  Florida,  three  in 
Virginia  and  one  in  Texas. 

Nine   theaters   that   will    present   the   film   on 
a    basis   of    three    shows    a    day,    only   evenings 
reserved,     are:     State     Theater,     Easton,     Pa., 
Jan.     25;     Rialto,     Allentown,     Pa.,    Jan.     25; 
Boyd,   Bethlehem,   Pa.,  Jan.   25 ;   Roxy,   Miami, 
Jan.      25,     transferring     from     the     Olympia; 
State,    Altoona,    Pa.,    Jan.    26;    Loew's    State, 
Houston,    Feb.    8    (gala   evening   premiere   Feb. 
7);     and     Paramount,     Newport     News,     Va., 
Feb.    16.       At    the    Paramount,    Charlottesville,  I 
Va.,     and     the     Paramount,     Lynchburg,     Va.,  I 
the   film   will   open   Feb.   8   on  a  basis  of  three  I 
shows    daily,    Monday   through    Saturday,    with  [ 
two    reserved    seat    shows    on    Sunday.  ' 


"Virginia  City"  To  Get 

"Dodge  City"  Treatment 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pix  its  title  on  the  same  grandiose 
scale  which  marked  the  advent  of 
"Dodge  City,"  it  was  said  Friday  by 
Charles  Einfeld  upon  his  arrival 
from  the  Coast  for  home  office  con- 
fabs. 

Since  the  new  WB  attraction's 
national  release  date  has  been  set 
for  Feb.  24,  the  launching  of  the 
film  in  Virginia  City  will  be  set 
some  few  days  in  advance.  Coin- 
cident with  this  event,  four  houses 
in  Reno  may  be  used.  Thus,  what 
amounts  to  five  premieres  will  take 
place.  Special  train  will  take  East- 
ern contingent  of  newspaper  people, 
etc.,  to  Virginia   City. 

Warners'  plans  for  the  complete 
abandonment  of  "B"  product  in  the 
1940-41  season  means  that  the  com- 
pany will  not  make  any  features  in 
the  $200,000-negative  bracket,  since 
pictures  in  this  budget  vicinity  are 
held  unsuited  to  the  achievement  of 
"best  playing  time,"  Einfeld  stated. 


GERIN6  TO  HEAD  NEW 
PROD.  UNIT  IN  EAST 


Eight  new  theaters  presenting  the  picture 
on  a  two-a-day,  reserved  seat  basis  are  the 
Grand.  Macon,  Ga.,  Jan.  24;  Bijou,  Savannah, 
Ga.,  Jan.  25;  Royal,  Columbus,  Ga.,  Jan. 
28;  Imperial,  Augusta,  Ga.,  Jan.  31;  Bijou, 
Brunswick,  Ga.,  Feb.  4;  Palace,  Athens,  Ga., 
Feb.  5.  In  Miami  Beach  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  will  open  at  the  Colony  Jan.  25,  fol- 
lowing the  run  at  the  Sheridan.  On  Feb.  8 
the  picture  will  move  from  the  Colony  to 
the  Community  for  an  indefinite  run,  con- 
tinuing   the    two-a-day    reserved    seat    policy. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Norris,  and  will  be  followed  by 
"Song  on  Your  Bugle,"  by  Eric 
Knight. 

Dunphy's  connection  with  L  ,..  en- 
terprise is  said  to  be  strictly  from 
a  financing  standpoint,  having  ar- 
ranged for  the  production  of  the 
two  pictures  at  a  cost  of  approxi- 
mately $300,000  each.  Negotiations 
for  a  studio  are  said  to  be  pending. 
Production  will  get  under  way  by 
April  1.  A  deal  for  national  dis- 
tribution is  in  work. 

For  Paramount  Gering  directed, 
among  others,  "I  Take  This  Wo- 
man," "Ladies  of  the  Big  House," 
"Devil  and  the  Deep,"  "Madame  But- 
terfly" and  "Pick-Up."  For  Colum- 
bia he  piloted  "Lady  of  Secrets," 
"Thunder  in  the  City"  and  "She 
Married  an  Artist." 


Schenck  Due  with  Zanuck 
for  Two  20th-Fox  Openings 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  head  of  the  company  arrives 
here  from  the  Coast  Wednesday  by 
plane  for  the  premieres  of  "The  Blue 
Bird"  and  "Grapes  of  Wrath." 
Schenck  and  Zanuck  will  confer  here 
with  President  Sidney  R.  Kent  and 
Herman  Wobber,  distribution  chief- 
tain, on  company  business,  with 
Wobber  expected  to  set  a  date  for  a 
district  managers'  huddle  after  the 
meeting. 

Gene  Markey,  associated  producer 
of  "The  Blue  Bird,"  his  wife,  Hedy 
Lamarr,  Sidney  Lanfield  and  Jane 
Darwell,  will  also  accompany  the  two 
execs. 


Fine  Arts  Branch  Offices 
To  Operate  on  P.C.  Basis 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  operate  their  offices  on  a  25  per 
cent  basis,  returning  75  per  cent  of 
the  grosses  to  the  parent  company. 
Twenty-six  distributing  branches  are 
contemplated,  of  which  16  are  said 
to  have  been  set,  the  others  to  be 
announced  this  week. 

Meanwhile,   assets    of   Grand   Na- 
tional go  on  the  auction  block  today. 


Gardiner  Ousts  Beano 

Gardiner,  Me. — The  last  games  of 
Beano  have  been  played  here,  accord- 
ing to  Chief  of  Police  Paul  E.  De- 
mers. 


First  GWTW  Closings 

Reading  and  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  win  for 
themselves  an  odd  distinction.  They 
will  be  the  first  cities  in  the  whole  world 
to  CLOSE  "Gone  with  the  Wind!"  They 
are  now  in  their  fourth  and  final  sensa- 
tional weeks — with  the  gross  more  than 
twice    any    previous    box-office    records. 

Boston,  New  York,  Atlanta,  Los  An- 
geles, Cincinnati  continue  their  runs  with 
no  signs  of  the  end. 
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7e/e  Standards  Supported  and  Opposed  Before  FCC 

U.  S.  TOJXAMINE  26  TOP  EXECS.  IN  EQUITY  SUIT 

Enlist  Women's  Aid  to  Defeat  Neely  Bill --Kuykendall 


They'll   Make  or  Defeat  the 

Measure,  View  of  MPTOA 

President 

A  plea  to  exhibitors  to  contact 
the  heads  of  the  Parent-Teachers 
organizations  and  other  civic  clubs 
in  an  effort  to  combat  the  Neely  Bill 
was  made  yesterday  by  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall, MPTOA  president.  In  a  spe- 
cial bulletin,  Kuykendall  asserted 
that  meetings  among  exhibitors, 
Ithemselves,  were  of  little  value  in 
fighting  the  anti-block  booking 
imeasure.  The  work  is  outside  the 
industry,  he   contended. 

Claiming  that  the  bill  was  spon- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


STEFFES  SAYS  N.  W. 
TRUST  SUIT  LOOMING 


i  Exhibitors  in  the  Minneapolis  ter- 
ritory are  preparing  to  take  their 
Clearance  problems  to  court  unless 
the  situation  is  adjusted,  Al  Steffes, 
[Northwest  Allied  leader,  said  here 
yesterday.  Because  of  the  allegedly 
unfair  protection  granted  to  the  first- 
runs,  the  independents  are  suffering 
!and  an  anti-trust  suit  may  be  filed, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Rudy  Vallee  May  Close 

Producer  Deal  With  Rep. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — M.  J.  Siegel,  presi- 
lent  of  Republic  Productions,  re- 
turned here  yesterday  from  New 
Fork,  following  h.o.  conferences,  and 
expressed  the  conviction  that  by  the 
md  of  March  the  musical,  "Hit  Pa- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Zincy  Indie  Unit  Fights 

Drive-In  Plans  of  Smith 


Cincinnati — The     Greater    Cincin- 
lati    Independent    Exhibitors    Asso- 
ciation through  its   president  Wess 
l.luss,  Jr.,  has  protested  the  erection 
f  a  Drive-In  theater  on  Montgom- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Editorial 


The    Ten  Best"  of  1939 

.  .  .  three  highly  important  conclusions 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


AS  the  1939  FILM  DAILY  "Ten  Best"  poll  takes  its  place  in  industry  and  journalistic 
history   alongside   the    17   which   preceded,   these   conclusions,   pertinent,   important, 
seem  warranted: 

First,  on  the  basis  both  of  broader  critical  participation  and  the  marked  gain  in  the 
number  of  newspapers  conducting  local  polls,  interest  in  the  screen  as  an  entertainment 
medium  reached  a  new  high  last  year.  The  steady  flow  of  correspondence  across  the 
editorial  desk  in  connection  with  the  poll  reflects  the  critical  conviction  that  1939  netted 
more  good  pictures  than  the  preceding  12  months,  and  that  the  public  was  appreciative 
and  responsive. 
While  the  first  three  pictures  were  separated  by  comfortable  margins,  it  is  significant 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


NLRB  DISMISSES  SG6 
CERTIFICATION  PLEAS 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — NLRB  yesterday  an- 
nounced dismissal  of  petitions  filed 
by  Screen  Cartoon  Guild  for  inves- 
tigation  and   certification    of  repre- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Bank  Night  Legality  Again 
Before  N.  M.  Supreme  Court 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M. — Second  suit  chal- 
lenging the  legality  of  Bank  Night 
reached  the  Supreme  Court  last  week 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


BILL  TO  FORCE  EARLY 
FIRST-RUNS  PROPOSED 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Unicameral  legis- 
lature, closing  its  first  special  ses- 
sion, did  the  11-day  stretch  within 
the  specific  call  of  the  governor, 
which   didn't   allow  a  reach   outside 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Examination  of  Hammons 
by  Trustee's  Counsel  Set 

Earle  W.  Hammons,  Grand  Na- 
tional head,  will  be  examined  by 
Joseph  Dannenberg,  attorney  for  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Don  Lee  and  Philco  Take  Opposite 
Stands  at  FCC's  Television  Hearing 


Second  Television  Report 
In  Preparation,  FCC  Says 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — FCC's  annual  report, 
released  yesterday,  states  the  Tele- 
vision Committee  is  preparing  a  sec- 
ond report  which  will  serve  to  de- 
termine policies  relative  to  existing 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Washington — At  the  hearing  of 
the  full  FCC  Television  Commission 
yesterday,  views  entirely  opposed  to 
each  other  were  given  by  Lewis  Al- 
len Weiss,  of  the  Don  Lee  Broadcast- 
ing System,  and  Leonard  Brown  of 
the  Philadelphia  Storage  Battery  Co. 
Provisions  for  the  limited  commer- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Oral   Quizzes    to    Start    Feb. 

5  and  Continue  Weekly 

Through  March 

In  a  surprise  move,  the  Gov- 
ernment yesterday  served  no- 
tice under  the  Federal  Rules  of 
Civil  Procedure  that  it  would 
orally  examine  26  of  the  top  rank- 
ing executives  of  all  major  defend- 
ants in  the  equity  suit,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  United  Artists.  The  no- 
tice called  for  examinations  begin- 
ning on  Feb.  5  and  continuing  week- 
ly thereafter  until  March  25.  Under 
the  notice,  officers  of  each  company 
will  be  examined  as  a  group  and  all 
examinations  will  take  place  in  the 
local  office  of  the  D  of  J. 

The    Government    asked    the    fol- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

FINE  ARTSSETS 17 
OFFICES;  TO  ADD  8 


Seventeen  offices  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  Fine  Arts  pictures  have  been 
set  and  eight  others  will  be  an- 
nounced this  week,  Sol  Edwards, 
Eastern  representative,  announced 
yesterday.  Branch  managers  of  the 
established  offices  also  were  revealed. 

They  are:  Marcel  Mekelberg,  Bos- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Maximum  Drop  of  40%  Seen 
For  Production  in  Britain 


Expressing  the  opinion  that  Brit- 
ish production  will  not  slump  more 
than  40  per  cent  below  normal  this 
year  dsepite  the  war,  I.  Goldsmith, 
British  producer  who  arrived  here  at 
the   week-end   in  the   Rex,   told   re- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Return  of  Orks  Before 

A  F  of  M  Executive  Board 


Miami  —  Tele  situation  and  the 
long-discussed  drive  to  effect  the 
return  of  orks  to  theaters  to  pro- 
vide   jobs    for    musicians    will    be 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Execs.  Postpone  Trek 

Arrival  tomorrow  of  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  and  Joseph  M.  Schenck  from 
the  Coast  has  been  delayed,  with 
the  two  execs,  held  up  by  studio 
matters.  They  are  scheduled  to  ar- 
rive Friday  morning. 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Columbia's  Southern  Meet 
On  Tomorrow  in  Dallas 


Dallas — Columbia  opens  a  two-day 
divisional  meeting,  the  third  of  the 
current  series  of  such  conclaves  be- 
ing held  in  various  sections  of  the 
country,  at  the  Baker  Hotel  tomor- 
row with  27  delegates  from  the 
Southern  division  attending,  under 
leadership  of  Sam  Moscow,  local  di- 
vision manager. 

A.  Montague,  general  sales  man- 
ager, and  Rube  Jackter,  assistant 
sales  manager,  arrived  here  yester- 
day morning  for  the  session.  Six 
Columbia  exchanges  will  be  repre- 
sented,— Atlanta,  Oklahoma  City, 
New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Charlotte 
and  Dallas,-^and  branch  managers 
present  include  W.  W.  Anderson,  At- 
lanta; C.  A.  Gibbs,  Oklahoma  City; 
H.  Duvall,  New  Orleans!  J.  J.  Rog- 
ers, Memphis;  R.  J.  Ingram,  Char- 
lotte, and  J.  B.  Underwood,  Dallas. 


Conn.  MPTO  to  Consider 

Test  of  Bingo  Statute 

New  Haven— Connecticut  MPTO 
will  hold  a  special  luncheon-meeting 
at  12:30  today  at  Ceriani's  Restaur- 
ant, with  Arthur  H.  Lockwood  pre- 
siding. Discussion  will  be  had  on 
the  Neely  Bill,  the  Connecticut  Bingo 
legislation  and  the  possibility  of 
testing  its  constitutionality,  and  var- 
ious Connecticut  and  national  the- 
ater   litigation. 

The  Allied  Theaters  of  Connecti- 
cut has  postponed  the  meeting  sched- 
uled for  today  until  after  the  reg- 
ional Allied  meet  in  Washington. 


Stockholders  of  Loew's 

Re-name  Directors  Today 

All  12  directors  of  Loew's,  Inc., 
are  slated  to  be  re-elected  today  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  stockholders. 
The  board  consists  of  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  David  Bernstein,  J.  Robert 
Rubin,  David  Warfield,  Henry  Rogers 
Winthrop,  John  R.  Hazel,  Leopold 
Friedman,  Joseph  Vogel,  Charles  C. 
Moskowitz,  George  Armsby,  William 
A.  Parker  and  Al  Lichtman. 


Cleveland  Exhib.  Assn. 

to  Elect  on  Thursday 

Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Motion 
Picture  Exhibitors  Association  will 
hold  its  annual  meeting  for  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  on  Thursday,  in  the 
association  club  rooms.  Buffet  lun- 
cheon will  be  served  to  members 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Ernest 
Schwartz  has  been  the  presiding  of- 
ficer for  the  past  six  consecutive 
years. 


20th-Fox's  Spots  on  WQXR 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  buying 
a  series  of  spot  announcements  for 
a  period  of  52  weeks  over  WQXR 
to  plug  pix  playing  currently  in  the 
New  York  area. 


Court  Nixes  Interference 

With  Lone  Ranger  Deal 

Federal  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  yes- 
terday issued  an  injunction  restrain- 
ing Republic  Productions,  Inc.,  from 
interfering  with  negotiations  for  the 
sale  of  the  Lone  Ranger  radio  series 
for  motion  picture  production.  At 
the  same  time,  Judge  Coxe,  re- 
strained Republic  from  advertising 
its  film  "The  Lone  Star  Ranger"  in 
a  manner  which  would  connect  it 
with  the  Lone  Ranger. 

The  Court  in  its  decision,  however, 
denied  an  application  of  the  plain- 
tiff, The  Lone  Ranger,  Inc.,  to  pre- 
vent Republic  from  releasing  a  Lone 
Ranger  serial  already  produced. 
Papers  revealed  that  the  plaintiff  is 
negotiating  with  Universal  Pictures 
for  the  sale  of  a  Lone  Ranger  series, 
but  that  Republic  had  allegedly  in- 
terfered with  this  transaction.  Suit 
was  brought  for  $10,000  and  an  in- 
junction after  the  plaintiff  had  sold 
rights  to  the  defendant  on  two 
serials. 


Murphy  and  Jackson  May 

Get  Senate  Okay  Today 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Senate  confirmation 
of  the  nomination  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Frank  Murphy  as  Supreme 
Court  Justice,  of  Solicitor  General 
Robert  Jackson  as  Attorney  General 
and  Judge  Francis  Biddle  as  Solici- 
tor General  is  expected  today,  fol- 
lowing approval  by  the  Senate  Ju- 
diciary  Committee. 


'Old  New  York"  Premiere 
Is  Set  For  Miami  House 


Miami  premiere  of  "Little  Old 
New  York"  has  been  set  by  20th-Fox 
for  Jan.  31  at  the  Lincoln  Theater. 
Film  will  get  all  the  trimmings  open- 
ing night,  advanced  prices,  lights, 
etc.  Carl  Erbe  of  the  company's  ex- 
ploitation department  is  in  Miami 
now  working  on  campaigns  and  ad- 
vance publicity  and  he  will  be  joined 
there  next  week  by  Christy  Wilbert, 
also  of  the  exploitation  department. 


Receiver  for  Kolorama 

Newark,  N.  J. — Herbert  J.  Han- 
noeh,  local  attorney,  has  been  named 
receiver  of  the  Kolorama  Labora- 
tories, Inc.,  or  Irvington,  by  Vice 
Chancellor  Stein.  Company  operates 
plants  and  labs,  for  experimental 
color  television.  Receiver  applica- 
tion was  made  by  Donald  Jacobs,  of 
Montclair,  Kolorama's  prexy. 


Set  for  Chi's  RKO  Palace 

Chicago — Universal's  "Green  Hell" 
will  follow  RKO's  "The  Hunchback 
of  Notre  Dame"  in  to  the  RKO  Pal- 
ace, giving  way  in  turn  to  RKO's 
"Swiss  Family  Robinson"  and  Dis- 
ney's   "Pinocchio." 


Riskin  as  Indie  Producer 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Everett  Riskin  is  re- 
ported leaving  Columbia  for  indie 
production. 


comma  mid  Gome 


JACK  L.  WARNER  leaves  the  Coast  Friday 
for  New  York,  having  delayed  his  trip  two  days. 
Accompanying  him  will  be  PAT  O'BRIEN  and 
CEORGE  BRENT,  stars  of  "The  Fighting  Sixty- 
Ninth,"  all  coming  for  the  dinner  to  he  given 
by  members  of  the  69th  Regiment  }( \  '.4  atl|« 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  when  the  filnA..  all  be 
screened.  JAMES  CACNEY  will  come  for  the 
event   from    his    Martha's    Vineyard    home. 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  M-G-M  ad-publicity  chief- 
tain, and  MRS.  DIETZ  arrived  back  from  Hol- 
lywood yesterday  on  the  Twentieth  Century 
Limited. 


:: 


a. 


1  if 
HERB  MaclNTYRE,  captain  of  RKO's  Ned  E 
Depinet  drive,  accompanied  by  CRESSON  E. 
SMITH,  Western  and  Southern  sales  manager, 
H.  C.  COHEN,  Western  district  manager,  and 
HARRY  GITTELSON,  editor  of  RKO's  house 
organ,  will  visit  the  company's  Coast  studios 
tomorrow. 

M.  J.  SIECEL,  president  of  Republic  Produc- 
tions, arrived  in  Hollywood  from  New  York  yes- 
terday morning. 

A.  MONTAGUE,  Columbia's  general  sales  man- 
ager, and  RUBE  JACKTER,  assistant  sales  man- 
ager, arrived  in  Dallas  yesterday  to  attend  the 
third  of  the  company's  divisional  sales  meet- 
ings. 

JOHN  CROMWELL,  director  of  "Abe  Lincoln 
in  Illinois,"  arrived  from  the  Coast  yesterday. 
After  a  week  here  he  will  go  to  Washington  to 
attend   the   picture's   premiere   on   Jan.   22. 

MILTON    KRIMS,    a   Warner  staff  writer,    left  K 
New   York    for   the   Coast   yesteday. 

ERNST  LUBITSCH  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Vivian  Caye,  arrived  from  Hollywood  yester- 
day  on    the    Twentieth    Century    Limited. 

WILLIAM  DIETERLE  and  MRS.  DIETERLE  are 
guests    at   the    Waldorf-Astoria. 

SIMON  SIMANSKY,  of  the  Simansky  &  Miller 
theater  circuit,  Chicago,  is  spending  his  an- 
nual   winter    vacation    in    Florida. 

DAVID  BLANKENHORN,  Cosmocolor  prexy, 
trained  out  of  Hollywood  at  the  week-end  for 
a  business  trip  to   New  York. 

MARY  McCALL  is  back  at  the  M-G-M  stu- 
dios  after  a   flying   trip   to    New   York. 

ALICE  FAYE  is  back  at  the  20th  Century- 
Fox  studios  after  a  month's  vacation  in  New 
York. 

ALAN  HALE  will  shortly  start  on  a  p.a.  tour 
in  connection  with  the  openings  of  "The  Fight- 
ing  Sixty-Ninth"    in   which   he   appears. 

COL.  MAX  STUART  and  MRS.  STUART  left 
for   a    four-week   vacation    in    Florida. 
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STEFFES  SAYS  N.  W. 
TRUST  SUIT  LOOMING 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Steffes  said,  adding  that  the  situa- 
tion had  been  placed  before  the  sales 
inar.'i^rs. 

1  Sw./es  is  here  en  route  to  Wash- 
ngton  to  attend  the  annual  Allied 
>oard  meeting.  Also  here  and  Wash- 
ngton-bound  are  Benny  Berger,  Min- 
neapolis; Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois  Allied 
eader,  and  Ray  Branch,  president 
>f  Michigan  Allied. 


'Rebecca"  for  Music  Hall 

David  0.  Selznick's  "Rebecca," 
"oased  on  the  Daphne  Du  Maurier 
lovel,  will  move  into  the  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  in  late  February,  in  the 
immediate  wake  of  engagements 
;here  of  M-G-M's  "The  Shop  Around 
;he  Corner"  and  RKO's  "Swiss  Fam- 
ily Robinson."  Both  of  the  latter 
oix  are  penciled-in  for  multiple  week 
howings. 


|  $172,446,000  AT  &T  Net 

AT&T  yesterday  reported  1939 
iiet  income  of  $172,446,000  equal  to 
59.23  a  share  on  approximately  18,- 
387,000  shares,  as  against  $152,- 
!l28,028,  or  $8.16  per  share  in  1938. 
Report  figures  for  the  month  of  De- 
cember  are    partly   estimated. 


The    Ten  Best    of  1939 

.  .  .  three  highly  important  conclusions 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

that  only  three  votes  separated  "Wuthering  Heights"  and  "Dark  Victory,"  finishing 
fourth  and  fifth;  that  a  mere  10  votes  separated  "The  Women,"  sixth  of  the  "Ten  Best," 
and  the  seventh,  "The  Wizard  of  Oz,"  and  that  three  votes  separated  "Juarez"  and 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  the  eighth  and  ninth  selections,  respectively. 

Further,  "The  Old  Maid,"  completing  the  "Ten  Best,"  had  only  a  13  vote-lead  over 
"Stagecoach,"  first  on  the  "Forty- Niners"  Honor  Roll;  that  "Stagecoach"  led  "Young  Mr. 
Lincoln"  by  a  single  vote,  and  that  the  order  of  finish  of  the  others  on  the  Honor  Roll 
was  by  margins  scanty  indeed. 

*  $         *         * 

CECONDLY,  critics  and  picture  patrons  these  days  are  applying  much  the  same  yardstick 
^  nationally  to  screen  entertainment,  witness  the  fact  that  the  "Ten  Best"  coincided 
with  the  local  poll  consensus,  although  the  order  of  finish  varied  to  some  extent.  "Good- 
bye Mr.  Chips"  was  the  No.  One  film  in  16  of  25  local  polls  reporting  results.  The 
higher  level  of  criticism  speaking  eloquently  for  itself,  it  is  only  necessary  to  point  out 
that  it  has  brought  along  the  screen's  mass  audience  with  it.  Which,  of  course,  is 
something  for  Hollywood  to  ponder  as  schedules  for  1940-41  are  drafted. 

As  an  interesting  sidelight,  there  is  the  fact  that  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips"  also  emerged 
as  the  outstanding  film  of  the  year  in  the  North  American  Newspaper  Alliance's  poll  of 
100  Hollywood  stars  and  featured  players,  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington"  placing 
second,  "Pygmalion,"  third,  and  "Wuthering  Heights,"  fourth  in  that  poll  as  well.  Thus, 
the  critics,  the  public  and  the  players  find  themselves  in  agreement  to  an  astonishing 
degree. 

#  *         *         * 

THIRDLY,  the  enviable  honor  accorded  Metro's  British  production,  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips," 
■  the  No.  One  picture  of  1939.  and  the  further  selection  of  "Pygmalion,"  emphasize 
anew  that  the  vast  American  film  audience,  the  antithesis  of  provincial,  is  receptive  to 
quality  entertainment  without  due  regard  to  its  origin,  "names"  and  the  like. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  proper  to  point  out  that  the  casts  of  both  British  productions 
largely  embraced  players  unknown  in  the  United  States.  Robert  Donat  and  Leslie  Howard, 
the  exceptions,  of  course  are  no  strangers  to  FILM  DAILY  "Ten  Best"  selections;  the 
former  was  last  represented  in  1938  by  "The  Citadel,"  also  produced  in  England,  and  the 
latter  was  in  "Romeo  and  Juliet,"  one  of  the  "Ten  Best"  of  1937. 


FINE  ARTS  SETS  17 
OFFICES;  TO  ADD  8 
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ton;  Mae  Vincent,  booker,  Cleveland; 
Cleve  Adams,  Chicago;  Phil  Monsky, 
Des  Moines  and  Omaha;  Ralph 
Peckham,  Detroit;  Had  Hull,  Indian- 
apolis and  Cincinnati;  Sol  Hankin, 
Kansas  City;  Eph  Rosen,  Minneap- 
olis; Dick  Perry,  New  York;  Herb 
Given,  Philadelphia;  Max  Shugold, 
Pittsburgh;  Joseph  Hartman,  St. 
Louis;  Joseph  Kaliski,  Washington; 
Bradley  Fish,   San  Francisco. 

Personnel  details  for  the  branches 
in  New  Orleans,  Dallas,  Denver, 
Portland,  Salt  Lake  City,  Seattle, 
Atlanta  and  Buffalo  will  be  an- 
nounced before  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  Albany,  New  Haven  and  Mil- 
waukee branches  will  be  operated  in 
conjunction  with  the  offices  in  Buf- 
falo, Boston  and  Chicago,  respec- 
tively. 

Seven  pictures  are  now  ready  for 
distribution  and  seven  others  will 
be  delivered  between  Feb.  15  and 
Aug.  31.  Next  season's  program 
will  include  26  features  and  16  west- 
erns. Edwards  said  yesterday  he  al- 
ready had  received  pledges  of  sup- 
port from  many  exhibitors  who  were 
pleased  with  the  Franklyn  Warner 
pictures.  Eastern  headquarters  will 
be  set  up  at  either  the  Paramount 
or  RKO   Bldg. 


Watch  it  Hit! 


Coming  at  you  fast 

from 

WARNER  BROS. 


13% 
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NLRB  DISMISSES  SGG 
CERTIFICATION  PLEAS 
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sentatives  of  employes  for  four  Hol- 
lywood animated  cartoon  producers. 
Companies  involved  are  Walter 
Lantz  Productions,  North  Holly- 
wood; Loew's,  Inc.,  Culver  City; 
Raymond  Katz  Studio,  Los  Angeles; 
and  Leon  Schlesinger  Productions, 
Hollywood. 

The  NLRB  specified  that  this  dis- 
missal will  not  preclude  Screen  Car- 
toonists Local  852  of  International 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Paperhang- 
ers  and  Decorators  of  America 
(AFL)  claiming  to  be  a  successor 
to  the  Screen  Cartoon  Guild,  from 
filing  a  petition  for  certification  of 
representatives  with  respect  to  any 
of  these  employes. 

Following  the  announcement  of  an 
election  order  on  Oct.  23,  1939  Local 
852  requested  the  NLRB  to  reopen 
the  record  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving additional  evidence  to  estab- 
lish that  Screen  Cartoon  Guild  is 
now  non-existent  and  that  Local  852 
is  its  successor.  Local  852  fur- 
ther requested  the  board  to  ex- 
clude cameramen  from  the  unit 
found    to    be    most    appropriate. 

The  Board  stated  that  under  all 
the  circumstances  the  better  pro- 
cedure would  be  to  deny  the  motion 
of  Local  852  and  to  dismiss  the  peti- 
tion without  prejudice.  The  board 
added  that  there  was  no  statement 
by  Local  852  that  the  question  con- 
cerning representation  which  it  had 
formerly  found  to  have  arisen,  now 
exists,  or  that  a  new  question  con- 
cerning representation  has  since 
arisen.  The  board  stated  that  it 
would  not  determine  whether  Local 
852  was  the  same  entity  as  or  one 
different  from  Screen  Cartoon  Guild. 


E.  J.  Weisman  Dead 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — E.  J.  Weisman, 
38,  manager  of  the  former  Educa- 
tional Film  Exchange,  Inc.  here  for 
six  years  and  more  recently  a  sales- 
man for  Grand  National  Films,  Inc., 
is  dead  here.  Weisman  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  his  mother  and  two 
brothers. 


■est   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 

to   the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

JANUARY   16 

Harry    Carey 

Diana  Wynyard 

Katherine   Stewart 

Elmer    G.    Leterman 

Mildred    Terris 


•  •      •     WHILE  pix  houses   in   the   Great  White  Way   area 

were  quite  understandably  a'gloating  o'er  the  protracted  wave  of  at- 
tendance  during    the    first    fortnight    of    1940 something    was 

happening  up  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  which  is  even  more  symbolic  of 
fanatical  film-going although  the  "something"  involved  but  a  sin- 
gle   personage one    Victor    Wassell age    14 a    fugitive 

from  the  seventh  grade  chain  gang  of  a  Worcester  school Master 

Wassell  was  picked  up  last  Saturday  by  that  city's  cops after  he 

set  what  is  probably  a  national  record for  pix  show  attendance 

having   spent  last   week   in   the   Olympia   Theater and    the 

week  before  that  in  the  Plaza  Theater enjoying  the  highly  repeti- 
tious screen  performances He   slept  in  the   theaters   at  night  and 

subsisted  on  a  diet  of  borrowed  candy   and  water which,  when 

you  think  about  it,  is  a  helluva  lot  more  sensible than  the  practice 

of  goldfish  gobblin'  in  some  universities 

T  ▼  T 

•  «      •     NOT   to   be   sneezed   at anent   enthusiasm   for 

movies is  the  quintette  of  fans  who  phoned  the  Wilmington 

(Del.)   Rialto  Theater  from  Chester,  Pa asking  what  time 

the  next  feature   went  on Slightly   more   than  45   minutes 

elapsed and  believe  it  or  not there  were  the  Chester 

fans  at  the  Rialto's  b.o to  catch  the  start  of  the  pix 

Though  their  speed  in  getting  from  Chester  to  Wilmington  was 

unusual Wilmington's    geographical    position    is    responsible 

for  folks  from  four  states bein'  frequently  found  in  the  same 

audience 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •      DEAR  Jimmie  Fidler: Thanks  for  your  congratulations 

to  478  of  the  542  pix  critics  who  voted  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  the  top 

feature    of    1939 in    THE   FILM   DAILY'S    poll You    said    you 

weren't  applauding  their  choice 'cause  you  don't  agree  with  them 

but  their  fairness  in  voting  what  they  deemed  was  the  best  pix 

regardless  of  where  made or  the  nationality  of  the  majority 

of  its  players "Hollywood's  system  of  awarding  laurels  has  been 

going  from  bad  to  worse,"  you  say in  contrast  to  the  fairness  of 

THE  FILM  DAILY  poll Jimmie, — now  and  forever you  can  bet 

all  the  left-over  holly  in  Hollywood that  we  don't  care  what  pix 

win 'cause  FD  means  more  than  just  FILM  DAILY It  means 

FAIR  DEAL That   is    the    indestructible    cornerstone of    this 

l'il  ole  trade  paper's  policy  and  poll 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     SPEAKING  of  indestructible  cornerstones there's 

that  of  The   American   Hebrew "For  Better    Understanding 

Between  Christians  and  Jews" and  annually  'tis  that  pub- 
lication's custom  to  compile  a  Who's  Who among  American 

Jews  and  among  Christians notable  in  mutual  endeavor  dur- 
ing each  year It  is  edifying  to  examine  the  new   1939   list 

which  contains  the  names  of  several  pix  personalities 

including  Harry  M.  Warner,  David  Sarnoff,  David  O.  Selznick, 
Paul  Muni,  Francis  Lederer,  Sidney  Kingsley,  Moss  Hart,  George 

S.  Kaufman  and  Eddie  Cantor Their  deeds  remind  us  what 

a  distinguished  world  statesman  once  wrote  on  the  flyleaf  of  a 

book  for  your  correspondent: "Humanity  is  one,  and  knows 

neither  East  nor  West!" 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     A  truly  big  humanitarian  job has  just  been  allocated 

by  former  President  Herbert  Hoover to  Major  Leslie  E.  Thompson 

whom  Mr.  Hoover  has  appointed  Chairman  of  the,  Motion  Picture 

Division  for  the  Finnish  Relief  Fund 


«      «       « 


»       »      *> 


ENLIST  WOMEN'S  AID 
TO  DEFEAT  NEELY  BILL 
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sored  by  a  "pitiful  minority,"  Kuy- 
kendall  added:  "Those  public  spr  }ted 
and  well  meaning  women  whd  ji'ave 
been  misled  by  the  propaganda  from 
the  above  mentioned  little  group  into 
believing  that  the  Neely  Bill  will 
moralize  the  screen  are  the  ones 
we  must  carry  the  truth  to,  as  these 
ladies  will  make  or  defeat  the  bill." 
Kuykendall  urged  that  exhibitors 
should  do  their  talking  where  it  will 
will  do  the  most  good,  contending 
that  "one  sensible  chat  with  one  of 
these  women  leaders  is  worth  far 
more  than  a  dozen  high-powered 
speeches  to  meetings  of  the  indus- 
try. 


N.  Y.  Times  Places  Neely  Bill 

Pro  and  Con  Before  Public 

Indicative  of  the  keen  lay  inter- 
est in  the  Neely  bill,  as  House  con- 
sideration of  the  anti-block-booking 
and  blind-selling  impends,  the  New 
York  Times  on  Sunday  devoted  ap- 
proximately two  columns  on  its  film 
page  to  a  Thomas  M.  Pryor  by-liner, 
"Some  arguments  pro  and  con  on 
the  Neely  bill." 

Pointing  out  that  uncertainty  as 
to  the  ultimate  effect  of  its  passage 
exists,  Pryor  says  it  might  affect 
the  general  public  in  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing ways: 

"If  passage  of  the  bill  reduces 
film  production,  then  we  might  ex- 
pect abandonment  of  the  double-fea- 
ture. But  if  its  passage  reduces  film 
production  qualitatively,  rather  than 
just  quantitatively,  then  movie-goers 
can  bid  good-bye  to  the  higher  bud- 
geted and  generally  (but  not  al- 
ways) superior  films  which  have 
given  the  screen  the  entertainment 
pre-eminence  it  now  claims.  And, 
if  its  passage  seriously  curtails  pro- 
duction both  qualitatively  and  quan- 
titatively, then  the  nation's  unem- 
ployment rolls  will  be  increased  by 
tens  of  thousands  of  film  workers — 
a  factor  that  would  affect  all  of  us." 


Bachman  With  Warners 

in   Philadelphia  Sector 

Philadelphia  —  Harry  Bachman, 
formerly  Monogram's  branch  man- 
ager in  Washington,  took  over  as 
Warners'  salesman  in  the  Philadel- 
phia area  yesterday.  He  succeeds 
Roger  Mahan,  recently  promoted  to 
New  Haven  branch  manager. 


And  It  Did 

Bristol,  Conn. — The  two-story  Bristol 
Theater  building  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
with  damage  estimated  by  Manager  Vic- 
tor Morelli  at  $50,000.  Pix  scheduled 
for  the  day   was:   "Money   to    Burn." 
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'Raffles' 


with  David  Niven,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Dame 

May    Whitty,    Dudley    Digges 
Unit«e  Artists  71   Mins. 

StSvE  CROOK  MELLER  IS  PLEASING 
ENTERTAINMENT;  SHOULD  CLICK  WITH 
ALL  AUDIENCES. 

The  suave  and  pleasing  David  Niven 
brings  an  aura  of  genteel  charm  to  the 
latest  remake  of  the  noted  story  that  will 
prove  irresistible  to  the  ladies,  and  pleas- 
antly entertaining  for  everybody.  The  pic- 
ture should  go  over  very  well  with  all 
■types  of  audiences.  Samuel  Goldwyn  has 
left  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  produc- 
tion value  of  the  film,  and  director  Sam 
Wood  deftly  guides  the  players  and  story 
throughout.  Niven  is  as  nice  a  "Raffles" 
as  the  screen  has  ever  had  and  certainly 
Miss  de  Havilland  is  a  charming  ornament 
for  any  film.  Dudley  Digges  and  Dame 
May  Whitty  leave  nothing  to  be  desired 
in  their  allotted  roles,  and  a  fine  cast  of 
supporting  players  including,  Lionel  Pape, 
Douglas  Walton  and  E.  E.  Clive,  fill  out 
fthe  cast.  Picture  opens  with  Niven  send- 
ing a  famous  painting  to  an  impoverished 
actress  so  she  can  claim  the  reward  and 
then  moves  on  to  the  noted  sequence  deal- 
ing with  the  theft  of  Dame  May  Whitty's 
necklace  to  pay  a  gambling  debt  of 
Olivia's  brother.  The  game  of  wits  be- 
tween Niven  and  Digges,  as  the  Scotland 
'Yard  detective,  has  just  as  much  interest 
as  it  ever  had,  and  Niven  manages  to  make 
his  escape  in  the  end  of  the  picture,  with 
Olivia  forgiving  him  for  everything  and 
promising   to   wait   for  him. 

CAST:  David  Niven,  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
Dudley  Digges,  Dame  May  Whitty,  Doug- 
las Walton,  Lionel  Pape,  E.  E.  Clive,  Peter 
"Godfrey,  Margaret  Seddon,  Gilbert  Emery, 
Hilda  Plowright,  Vesey  O'Davoren,  George 
Cathrey,    Keith    Hitchcock. 

CREDITS:     Producer,     Samuel     Goldwyn; 

j  Director,  Sam  Wood;  Screenplay,  John  Van 

Druten   and  Sidney   Howard;  Based   upon   a 

story     by     E.     W.     Hornung;     Cameraman, 

Gregg    Toland;    Editor,    Sherman    Todd. 

DIRECTION,  Able.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
/Fine. 


Whitney  Among  Backers 

of  New  Evening  Tabloid 

1  Backed  by  John  Hay  Whitney, 
among  others,  new  evening  tabloid, 

to  sell  at  five  cents,  will  be  pub- 
lished here  June  1  by  Publications 
Research,  Inc.,  headed  by  Ralph  Mc- 

'Allister,  former  vice-prexy  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  Time,  Inc.     Paper 

twill  be  styled  like  a  news  magazine. 


Clemency  for  Rachman 

Lincoln,  Neb.  —  Jules  Rachman, 
convicted  slayer  of  his  two  business 
I  partners  and  relatives,  Harry  and 
|Sam  Goldberg,  Dec.  2,  1932,  in  their 
■  Omaha  theater  office,  for  which  he 
[was  sentenced  to  15  years  in  the 
Nebraska  penitentiary,  will  be  freed, 
[Nov.  17,  next. 


"Brother  Rat  and  a 
Baby" 

with   Wayne    Morris,    Eddie   Albert,   Jane 

Bryan,   Priscilla  Lane 

Warners  87  Mins. 

HILARIOU  COMEDY  IS  SURE-FIRE 
BOX  OFFICE  CLICK  FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 
AUDIENCES. 

"Brother  Rat"  was  good,  and  its  sequel 
is  just  as  good  if  not  better,  with  laughs 
piled  up  at  a  machine  gun  pace  throughout 
by  a  clever  script  and  a  first  class  cast. 
Any  type  of  audience  is  sure  to  be  vastly 
entertained  by  the  film  and  it  should  make 
exhibitors  happy  as  well  as  they  are  certain 
to  do  heavy  box  office  business.  Director 
Ray  Enright  completely  recaptured  the 
zany  mood  of  the  first  film  and  puts  his 
players  through  their  paces  with  never  a 
dull  moment.  Naturally,  writers  John  Monk, 
Jr.  and  Fred  F.  Finklehoffe  deserve  their 
meed  of  praise  for  their  original  story,  and 
scripters  Jerry  Wald  and  Richard  Macaulay 
rate  plaudits  for  their  swell  screenplay.  The 
picture  never  makes  any  pretense  at  being 
serious,  depending  on  rapid  fire  gags  and 
situations  which  keep  the  characters  con- 
tinually in  hot  water.  Film  has  serious  mo- 
ments admittedly,  but  you  know  that  every- 
thing will  be  worked  out  before  long,  and 
it  is.  Priscilla  Lane,  Wayne  Morris,  the 
one-man  cyclone,  Eddie  Albert,  as  vague 
and  funny  as  ever,  Jane  Bryan,  Jane  Wyman, 
Ronald  Reagan,  Peter  B.  Good,  the  baby, 
Arthur  Treacher,  Moroni  Olsen  and  Berton 
Churchill,  all  do  their  share  of  the  work 
deftly.  Albert,  up  for  the  job  of  athletic 
coach  at  the  boys'  old  alma  mater,  is  sum- 
moned to  New  York  by  Morris,  who  is  going 
to  "fix  everything"  for  him  as  his  father 
.»  one  of  the  alumni  who  will  make  the 
final  decision.  From  there  on  the  comedy 
is  completely  mad,  with  Morris  thrown  out 
jf  his  father's  house,  Albert  loses  out  for 
the  appointment  and  Reagan  gets  canned 
from  his  job,  with  Morris  responsible  for 
all  the  trouble.  They  are  all  living  in  the 
apartment  of  Berton  Churchill,  Jane's  uncle, 
trying  to  solve  their  dilemma,  but  things 
just  get  worse  as  they  spend  the  money 
to  pay  for  a  c.o.d.  package,  hock  his 
Stradivarius  violin  and  the  baby,  dubbed 
Commencement,  breaks  his  favorite  ship 
model.  However,  when  Churchill's  new 
plane  takes  off  for  South  America  Morris 
stows  the  baby  on  board  as  a  good-will 
ambassador  and  the  resulting  publicity  gets 
them  all  jobs  with  Churchill's  airline.  Ex- 
hibitors should  have  no  trouble  in  selling 
this  one  to  the  public  as  it  is  a  natural. 

CAST:  Prscilla  Lane,  Wayne  Morris,  Ed- 
die Albert,  Jane  Bryan,  Ronald  Reagan, 
Jane  Wyman,  Peter  B.  Good,  Arthur  Treach- 
er, Moroni  Olsen,  Jessie  Busley,  Larry  Wil- 
liams, Berton  Churchill,  Nana  Bryant,  Paul 
Harvey,  Mayo   Methot,   Ed  Gargan. 

CREDITS:  In  Charge  of  Production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B. 
Wallis;  Associate  Producer,  Robert  Lord; 
Director,  Ray  Enright;  Screenplay,  Jerry 
Wald  and  Richard  Macaulay;  Original  Story, 
Fred  F.  Finklehoffe  and  John  Monks,  Jr.; 
Cameraman,  Charles  Rosher;  Editor,  Clarence 
Kolster. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"West  Wall" 

RKO  Pathe  10  mins. 

Comprehensive  Picture  of 

World  War  II 

Narrated  by  the  noted  military 
strategist  and  author,  Major  George 
Fielding  Elliott,  "West  Wall"  pre- 
sents an  understandable  and  compre- 
hensive picture  of  the  geographical 
theater  of  war  in  Europe  today.  We 
sje  by  the  use  of  maps  just  how 
and  where  the  opposing  nations  have 
fortified  their  frontiers,  and  what 
the  next  moves  may  be.  Majority  of 
the  reel's  footage,  however,  is  de- 
voted to  actual  scenes  taken  on  the 
war  front  between  Germany  and 
France.  The  fortresses,  anti-tank 
defenses  and  multifold  gun  emplace- 
ments are  seen.  Reel  should  prove 
of  interest  to  all  types  of  audiences. 


Abrams  Succeeds  McRaven 

Indianapolis  —  Sam  H.  Abrams 
succeeds  R.  D.  McRaven  as  manager 
for  Big  Features  Rights,  local  office. 


"Sky  Game" 

(Sportscope) 

RKO  Pathe  9  mlna. 

Interesting  Sport  Reel 

Latest  in  the  fine  Pathe  Sportscope 
series,  this  short  is  devoted  to  wild 
fowl.  Filmed  at  Avery  Island,  one 
of  the  finest  scenic  spots  in  the 
South  as  well  as  being  a  sports- 
man's paradise,  the  reel  has  fine  ac- 
tion shots  throughout.  First,  we  see 
numerous  species  of  ducks  being 
banded  for  migration  recording  pur- 
poses. Then  Eltinge  Warner,  edi- 
tor of  Field  and  Stream,  and  E.  A. 
Mcllhenny,  owner  of  the  island,  get 
down  to  the  more  serious  sport  of 
shooting.  Using  several  different 
types  of  blinds  and  retrievers  to  get 
the  fallen  birds,  the  two  sharpshoot- 
ers give  a  fancy  exhibition  of  wing 
shooting  that  will  interest  anybody 
who  enjoys  hunting.  Frederic  Ull- 
man,  Jr.,  the  producer,  and  Frank 
Donovan,  supervisor,  get  credit  for 
this  fine  short. 


"Green  Hell"  Aids  Finns 

Pittsburgh  —  World  premiere  of 
Universal's  "Green  Hell"  at  the  Al- 
vin  Theater  Wednesday  night,  will 
be  a  benefit  performance  for  the 
Finnish    Relief    Fund. 


THOU  SHALT 

NOT      rM 

KILL"  A( 
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TO  EXAMINE  26  TOP 
EXECS.  IN  EQUITY  SUIT 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 
lowing  executives  to  appear:  Harry 
Cohn,  Jack  Cohn  and  A.  Montague, 
Columbia,  for  examination  on  Feb. 
5;  N.  J.  Blumberg,  William  A.  Scul- 
ly and  Charles  R.  Rogers,  Universal, 
Feb.  12;  George  J.  Schaefer,  Ned  E. 
Depinet  and  Jules  Levy,  RKO,  Feb. 
19;  Adolph  Zukor,  Barney  Balaban, 
Neil  F.  Agnew  and  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, Paramount,  March  4. 

Also  Harry  M.  Warner,  Jack  L. 
Warner,  Joseph  Bernhard  and  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears,  Warners,  March  11; 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  Herman  Wob- 
ber,  20th-Fox,  and  Spyros  Skouras, 
National  Theaters,  March  18;  Nicho- 
las M.  Schenck,  C.  C.  Moskowitz, 
William  F.  Rodgers  and  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  Metro,  March  25. 

The  notice  provides  that  the  ex- 
aminations will  continue  from  day 
to  day  until  their  completion.  Two 
additional  special  assistants  to  the 
attorney  general,  besides  Paul  Wil- 
liams, were  named  in  the  notice,  one 
of  whom  was  Robert  L.  Wright  who 
tried  the  Government  suit  against 
B  &  K  in  Chicago.  The  other  spe- 
cial assistant  was  Thomas  J.  Lynch. 
It  is  undei'stood  that  both  these  at- 
torneys will  be  active  in  the  Govern- 
ment suit.  Reliable  sources  in  the 
D  of  J  stated  that  these  examina- 
tions would  not  delay  the  trial  of 
the  suit. 

The  Government  move  was  made 
under  rule  30  of  the  Rules  of  Civil 
Procedure,  which  provides  that  a 
party  desiring  to  orally  examine  any 
person  in  a  suit  may  do  so  upon  giv- 
ing reasonable  notice  in  writing. 

Under  this  rule  the  majors  may 
contest  the  notice  "upon  good  cause 
shown"  and  obtain  an  order  vacating 
the  notice.  As  additional  remedies, 
the  majors,  under  this  rule,  may 
apply  to  the  Court  for  any  of  the 
following;  (a)  That  the  examination 
be  held  elsewhere,  (b)  That  it  be 
held  only  on  written  interrogatories, 
(c)  That  certain  matters  shall  not 
be  inquired  into,  (d)  That  the  scope 
of  the  examination  be  limited,  (e) 
That  the  examination  be  privately 
held.  (f)  And  finally,  "any  other 
order  which  justice  requires  to  pro- 
tect the  party  or  witness  from  an- 
noyance, embarrassment  or  oppres- 
sion." 

United  Artists  will  not  be  ex- 
amined because  the  Government  has 
previously  taken  the  testimony  of 
a  number  of  its  officials,  it  was 
stated. 


Appeal  in  Mori  Trust  Suit 
Will  be  Heard  on  Friday 

Philadelphia  —  Illness  of  defense 
counsel  yesterday  resulted  in  defer- 
ferment    to    Friday    of    the    Circuit 


WEDDING  BELLS 


National's  Allied' s  Board  to  Map  Dieely  Bill 

Passage  Strategy  at  Washington  Sessions 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Washington — 'Representatives   of   Allied's    Eastern    units   will    meet    here    today,    one 

day   in  advance  of  the  national   board   meetings  which   are   scheduled   to   get   under  way 

tomorrow. 

While    no   agenda   of   the   three-day   sessions   has    been   announced,    it    is   understood 

that  business  will   include  strategy  in  promoting    the     Neely     Bill,     election    of    officers 

and  selection   of   a   city  for  the    1940   convention. 


Maximum  Drop  of  40%  Seen 
For  Production  in  Britain 
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porters  at  a  press  conference  yester- 
day that  he  planned  to  return  to 
England  as  soon  as  he  concludes 
business  matters  here  to  start  work 
on  his  next  feature. 

Goldsmith  is  here  to  negotiate 
with  several  majors  for  a  release  of 
his  latest  production,  "The  Stars 
Look  Down,"  adapted  from  the  A. 
J.  Cronin  novel.  Goldsmith  said  he 
hoped  to  make  another  Cronin  story 
and  would  either  go  to  the  Coast  or 
meet  Cronin  here  to  discuss  the  mat- 
ter. 

He  said  that  lack  of  markets  pre- 
sented a  greater  problem  to  the  Eng- 
lish producer  today  than  financing, 
but  unless  American  producers  were 
active  in  England  there  would  be 
few  pictures  made  that  would  be 
double  quota  or  over  that  in  value. 
In  the  event  conditions  made  it  im- 
possible to  produce  in  England,  he 
said  he  would  like  to  produce  in 
New  York. 

Describing  theater  business  in 
England  as  being  only  20  per  cent 
below  normal  and  improving  stead- 
ily, he  stated  that  the  English  gov- 
ernment was,  and  is,  prepared  to 
aid  the  film  industry  in  every  pos- 
sible fashion.  He  cited  the  fact  that 
film  industry  members  were  in  great 
part  exempted  from  army  service, 
and  that  gasoline  allowances  for 
film  business  were  way  over  the  cus- 
tomary ration.  He  said  that  studio 
space  was  available,  although  Den- 
ham  and  Pinewood,  the  Stock  Ex- 
change and  Lloyds,  and  Elstree  is 
filled  with  sugar. 


Grecian  Inspiration 

Miami  —  Next  Fleischer  cartoon 
feature  for  Para,  will  have  a  story 
from   Greek  mythology. 


Court  of  Appeals  hearing  of  the  ap- 
peal of  Warner  Bros.  Theaters  and 
major  companies  from  the  adverse 
decision  in  the  so-called  Mori  anti- 
trust suit  originating  in  Vineland, 
N.  J. 


Appleton,  Wis.  —  Miss  Dorothy 
Mollon,  cashier  at  the  Elite  Theater, 
has  been  married  to  Bernard  E. 
Ernst. 


Depositions  to  be  Sought 
I  by  Plaintiff  in  Ford  Suit 

Chicago — Counsel  for  Frank  Ford, 
operating  the  Stadium  at  Evanston, 
|  and  plaintiff  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
pending  against  B  &  K  and  several 
of  the  majors,  said  yesterday  that 
the  return  of  Federal  Judge  James 
Wilkerson  on  Jan.  26  will  bring  mo- 
tions to  override  pending  defense 
motions  as  well  as  application  for 
permission   to   take   depositions. 


Second  Television  Report 
In  Preparation,  FCC  Says 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

stations  and  action  on  pending  ap- 
plications requesting  television  au- 
thorizations to  operate  stations  as  a 
service  to  the  public. 

Reviewing  1939  television  activity 
of  the  commission,  the  report  states, 
'During  the  past  year  increased  in- 
terest was  shown  in  television  de- 
velopments" and  summarizes  the 
report  of  the  Television  Committee 
issued  several  months  ago. 

The  tele  industry  is  encouraged  to 
undertake  further  practical  research 
leading  toward  development  of 
methods  which  will  permit  more  sta- 
tions to  be  accommodated  in  the 
limited  space  in  the  radio  frequency 
spectrum,  as  well  as  facilitating  low- 
er costs  in  the  production  of  good 
quality  program  service  to  the  pub- 
lic. 


Examination  of  Hammons 
by  Trustee's  Counsel  Set 

GN  trustee,  on  Friday,  date  of  the 
next  creditors'  hearing,  it  was  learned 
yesterday.  Saul  E.  Rogers,  attorney 
for  GN  and  Hammons,  has  agreed 
to  present  Hammons  at  that  meet- 
ing for  questioning,  it  was  said. 
Harry  Fromberg,  GN  trustee,  is 
dickering  with  a  number  of  motion 
picture  companies  for  the  sale  of  the 
major  portion  of  GN's   properties. 

Meanwhile,  Peter  B.  Olney,  Jr., 
has  authorized  Fromberg  to  open 
offices  for  GN  at  300  4th  Ave.  for  an 
additional  20  days  in  order  to  bring 
records  up  to  date.  Seven  pictures 
distributed  by  GN  have  been  ordered 
returned  to  producers  by  the  referee. 
All  machinery  and  fixtures  located 
in  Los  Angeles  will  be  sold  under 
Court  order  on  10  days'  notice.  Auc- 
tion of  furniture  here  will  take  place 
today. 

Return  of  Orks  Before 

A  F  of  M  Executive  Board 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tackled  by  the  A  F  of  M  executive 
board  which  yesterday  opened  meet- 
ings expected  to  span  two  weeks. 

Here  for  the  parley,  in  addition  to 
Prexy  Joseph  N.  Weber  are:  C.  L. 
Bagley,  Fred  W.  Birnbach,  N.  E. 
Brenton,  W.  J.  Kerngood,  Chauncy 
A.  Weaver,  James  C.  Petrillo,  J.  M. 
Parks  and  W.  Murdoch. 

Single  board  absentee  is  A.  C 
Hayden,  ill  at  his  Washington  home. 


Murphy  to  Oppose  Schine 

Middlesboro,  Ky. — W.  K.  Murphy 
is  planning  a  new  theater  here,  in 
opposition  to  Schine. 


BILL  TO  FORGE  EARLY 
FIRST-RUNS  PROPOSED 
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excess  tax  collections,  for  a  stab  at 
the  film  or  amusement  industry. 

However,  plans  were  made- >^or 
the  framing  of  an  early  measuR  „-«oi 
the  1941  regular  session,  a  bill  which 
will  be  fronted  for  by  Bob  Living- 
ston, Capitol  theater  manager,  which 
will  demand  first-run  play  of  con- 
tracted films  within  45  days  after 
national  release  date,  after  which 
time  the  first-run  will  pay  full  con- 
tract price,  and  film  will  be  released 
to  outside,  or  subsequent  run  sale. 

Livingston  says  such  legislation 
will  immediately  make  too  costly 
for  the  circuit  exhibitor,  the  privi- 
lege of  being  over-bought  and  that 
it  will  give  the  producer  a  run  for 
his  nationally  spent  opening  adver- 
tising and  publicity  on  a  given  pic- 
ture. 

Livingston  says  a  dozen  of  the 
legislators  have  all  agreed  to  spon- 
sor it,  which  gives  him  a  quarter  of 
the  house  strength. 

He  believes  it  has  the  ingredients 
necessary  to  give  all  hands  a  fair 
break,  split  up  the  buying,  open  the 
field  for  independents,  still  allow  the 
powerful  circuits  to  align  with  the 
major  companies  (only  as  much  as 
they  can  reasonably  use),  and  will 
provide  the  film  companies  with  a 
means  of  getting  product  played,  or 
paid  for  within  a  short  time  after 
delivery. 

Beatrice,  Neb.,  Exhibitor 
Threatens  Trust  Action 

Beatrice,  Neb.  —  Frank  Hollings- 
worth, operator  of  the  New  Pix  and 
Rialto  theaters  here,  said  this  week 
he  will  shortly  file  an  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  Fox  Midwest  Theater, 
Inc.,  whose  Rivoli  theater  provides 
his   opposition   in   Beatrice. 

Hollingsworth  claims  FM  theater 
is  heavily  overbought,  which  works 
a  hardship  on  him  to  get  enough 
films  for  his  two  theaters. 

Hollingsworth  indicated  the  filing 
would  be  made  in   Omaha. 


STORKS! 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — A  seven  and  one-half 
pound  son,  Patrick  William,  was 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Calla- 
way at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospi- 
tal. Father  is  the  Warners  Coast 
district  sales  manager. 

Cleveland— Perc  Essick  of  the  Sco- 
ville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit,  be- 
came a  grandfather  when  a  son  was 
born  to  the  wife  of  his  son  Ray,  man- 
ager of  the  Highland  Theater,  Akron. 

Cincinnati — A  daughter,  Mary  Jo, 
was  born  last  week  to  the  wife  of 
John  Patrick  Hanna,  M-G-M  check- 
ing supervisor. 

Lawrence  C.  Caplan,  Allied  The- 
aters of  Connecticut  executive  secre- 
tary, is  the  daddy  of  an  8-pound  son, 
Stephen  Mark. 
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FGG  HEARS  OPPOSING 
TELEVISION  STANDS 
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cialization  of  television  were  criti- 
cized by  Weiss  who  said  it  did  not 
go  far  enough.  The  Philco  engineer, 
on  the  other  hand,  held  that  it  went 
too  far. 

For  the  10  years  that  the  industry 
has  been  nurturing  television,  Weiss 
told  the  Commission,  it  had  had  no 
substantial  return  and  he  asserted  it 
was  now  time  to  take  visual  broad- 
casting out  of  the  hothouse.  Tele, 
he  said,  at  present  represents  a  good 
investment  for  pioneer  advertisers 
who  are  willing  to  invest  in  it  in 
order  to  receive  the  benefits  of  out- 
side publicity  which  naturally  ac- 
crues to  a  novelty. 

Program  Technique  Coming 

He  said,  however,  that  the  adver- 
tisers would  be  able  to  develop  pro- 
gram technique  for  the  presentation 
of  their  product  and  would  receive 
the  benefits  of  such  experimentation. 

In  outlining  the  advantages  of  full 
commercialization,  Weiss  stirred 
Commissioner  Frederick  L.  Thomp- 
son into  questioning  the  relative 
merits  of  tele  as  compared  to  news- 
papers, magazines  and  aural  broad- 
casting as  advertising  media.  Thomp- 
son asked  whether  a  magazine  pub- 
lisher would  recommend  illustrations 
with  a  screen  of  60  lines  in  prefer- 
ence to  a  screen  of  120  lines  to  a 
potential  advertiser.  Weiss  admitted 
that  he  would  not  recommend  the 
60-screen,  whereupon  the  Commis- 
sioner asked  why  he,  as  a  broad- 
caster, was  recommending  the  pres- 
ent definition  of  television  images 
for  advertising  purposes. 

Harry  R.  Lubcke  had  previously 
stated  that  the  Don  Lee  System  was 
in  sympathy  with  the  television 
standards  advocated  by  the  Radio 
Manufacturers'  Ass'n.  Another  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  Don  Lee  Sys- 
tem was  a  provision  for  use  of  pres- 
ent broadcast  relay  facilities  for  tele 
pick-ups.  Lubcke  declared  that  that 
use  of  the  relay  frequencies  now  used 
for  aural  broadcasting  could  accom- 
modate visual  relay  also. 

Philco  Changes  View 

Brown,  engineer  for  Philco,  op- 
posed the  adoption  by  the  FCC  of 
the  RMA  standards  for  television  de- 
spite the  fact  that  Philco  had  aided 
in  formulating  the  standards.  The 
position  of  Philco  was  explained  to 
the  effect  that  the  standards  made 
were  acceptable  for  experimental 
purposes  but  not  if  they  were  to 
be  adopted  as  commercial  standards. 

Unqualified  opposition  to  limited 
sponsorship  by  Philco  was  expressed 
by  Brown  who  told  the  Commission- 
ers that  any  kind  of  commercializa- 
tion, whether  limited  or  complete, 
would  tend  to  crystallize  the  stand- 
ards as  drawn. 

Commissioners  T.  A.  M.  Craven 
and  Norman  S.  Case  thereupon  pro- 
tested that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
committee  report  about  adoption  of 
the  RMA  standards  by  the  Commis- 
sion, but  Louis  G.  Caldwell,  acting 
as  Philco  counsel,  referred  to  Page 


Reviews  of  new  films 


"Invisible  Stripes" 

w.th    George    Raft,    William    Holden,    Jane 

Bryan,   Flora   Robson,  Humphrey  Bogart 
Warners  82   Mins. 

STRONG  MELLER  HAS  ACTION,  PUNCH 
AND  FINE  CAST  TO  MAKE  IT  GOOD 
SCREENFARE. 

Prisons  and  convicts  are  a  forte  of  War- 
ner production,  and  this  release  is  no  ex- 
ception, with  picture  good  screenfare  which 
audiences  generally  should  like.  The  cast, 
further,  has  plenty  of  marquee  power. 
George  Raft  is  expert  in  his  role,  and 
William  Holden  is  fine  as  his  brother. 
Jane  Bryan  does  a  good  job  with  what  she 
has  to  do  as  Holden's  sweetheart  and  Flora 
Robson  is  fine  as  the  mother  of  the  two 
boys.  Humphrey  Bogart  fits  neatly  in  the 
role  of  a  case-hardened  criminal.  Paul 
Kelly,  Lee  Patrick,  Henry  O'Neil,  Frankie 
Thomas,  Moroni  Olsen  and  Marc  Lawrence 
are  in  the  capable  supporting  cast. 
Lloyd  Bacon  directs  the  picture  with  a 
feeling  for  the  story  and  his  characters  are 
true  to  life,  with  fine  suspense  built  into 
a  rousing  climax.  Raft  is  freed  from  prison, 
but  jobs  go  sour,  and  finally  when  he  is 
making  good  he  is  picked  up  on  sus- 
picion when  the  store  where  he  works  is 
robbed.  Holden  is  hard  to  handle  and  wants 
to  marry  Jane,  hinting  he  will  turn  crook 
to  meet  his  ends.  Raft  decides  he  can  at 
least  start  his  brother  out  right  in  life 
and  gets  Bogart  to  take  him  into  the  gang 
he  operates  with.  Raft  makes  all  the 
money  he  needs  to  buy  Holden  a  garage 
and  quits  the  gang.  However,  he  is  again 
implicated  with  them  when  his  brother 
gets  caught  accidentally  in  the  meshes  of 
the  law  through  the  gang.  Raft  is  shot 
for  his  part  in  the  business,  but  not  until 
he  has  squared  his  brother  with  the  police. 

CAST:  George  Raft,  Jane  Bryan,  Wil- 
liam Holden,  Flora  Robson,  Humphrey  Bo- 
gart, Paul  Kelly,  Moroni  Olsen,  Tully  Mar- 
shall, Henry  O'Neill,  Lee  Patrick,  Frankie 
Thomas,  Margot  Stevenson,  Marc  Lawrence, 
Joseph   Downing,  Leo  Gorcey,  W.  Haade. 

CREDITS:  In  Charge  of  Production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B. 
Wallis;  Associate  Producer,  Lou  Edelman; 
Screenplay,  Warren  Duff;  From  a  story  by 
Jonathan  Finn;  Based  on  a  book  by  Lewis 
E.  Lawes;  Cameraman,  Ernie  Haller;  Edi- 
tor,  James   Gibbon. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


16  of  the  FCC  report  which  advanced 
the  RMA  standards  as  the  only  avail- 
able ones  at  the  time.  Caldwell  was 
supported  by  counsel  for  DuMont 
Laboratories  who  cited  an  FCC  re- 
lease which  revealed  tentative  adop- 
tion of  the  standards  outlined  in  the 
FCC  report. 

Asked  why  Philco  had  reversed 
its  views  at  yesterday's  hearing, 
Brown  stated  that  several  of  the 
RMA  standards  in  various  details 
were  being  questioned  by  the  com- 
pany and  in  one  case  in  particular, 
the  polarization  of  tele  waves,  the 
company  now  believed  a  vertical 
standard  should  be  adopted  instead 
of  a  horizontal  one. 

Caldwell,  counsel  for  Philco,  had 
criticized  the  earlier  testimony  by 
General  Electric  officials  who  had 
suggested    their    own    plan    of    fre- 


"A  Child  Is  Born" 

with   Geraldine   Fitzgerald,   Jeffrey   Lynn, 

Gladys  George 

Warners  79  Mins. 

DRAMATIC  STORY  WITH  CLINICAL 
BACKGROUND  HAS  EXCELLENT  CHAR- 
ACTERIZATIONS. 

If  you  remember  the  play  and  picture, 
"Life  Begins,"  you  will  be  familiar  with 
the  latest  version  of  the  story,  but  excel- 
lent characterizations  by  a  fine  cast  and 
sympathetic  direction  make  the  film  en- 
tirely new.  Audiences  generally  should  en- 
joy the  picture  as  it  paints  a  very  human 
cross  section  of  life  familiar  to  everybody. 
After  all,  maternity  is  still  the  most  fascin- 
ating and  absorbing  event  that  will  ever 
enter  into  the  life  of  any  man  or  woman, 
and  there  is  no  man  or  woman,  woman 
particularly,  who  is  not  interested  in  the 
subject.  The  story  has  been  handled  deli- 
cately, but  without  losing  any  of  its  dra- 
matic punch.  Miss  Fitzgerald  is  splendid 
in  the  role  of  the  convicted  murderess,  and 
fine  supporting  characterizations  are  con- 
tributed by  Jeffrey  Lynn,  as  her  husband, 
Gladys  George,  Spring  Byington,  Gale  Page, 
Johnnie  Davis,  Henry  O'Neill  and  John  Litel. 
Lloyd  Bacon  gets  the  most  from  his  players, 
and  maintains  his  drama.  The  script  was 
contributed  by  Robert  Rossen,  with  Sam 
Bischoff  handling  the  associate  producer 
reins.  The  hospital  background  is  faith- 
fully created  with  all  its  implications  for 
the  average  person  and  all  in  all  the  film 
has  a  true  ring  to  it.  Principal  drama  of 
the  film  revolves  around  the  plight  Miss 
Fitzgerald  and  her  husband  find  themselves 
in;  with  Lynn  forced  to  make  a  choice 
between  his  wife  and  child.  The  cross 
section  of  people  presented  is  almost  as 
absorbing,  showing  the  reactions  of  the 
wives  and  husbands  to  the  blessed  events 
which  occur.  A  good  sequence  has  been 
rung  in  with  a  psychopathic  patient  steal- 
ing a  baby.  The  picture  is  well  played 
and  well  made. 

CAST:  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Jeffrey  Lynn, 
Gladys  George,  Gale  Page,  Spring  Byington, 
Johnnie  Davis,  Henry  O'Neill,  John  Litel, 
Gloria  Holden,  Johnny  Downs,  Eve  Arden, 
Fay  Helm,  Louis  Jean  Heydt,  Nanette 
Faberes,  Jean  Sharon,  Hobart  Cavanaugh. 

CREDIT:  In  Charge  of  Production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B.  Wal- 
lis; Associate  Producer,  Sam  Bischoff; 
Screenplay,  Robert  Rossen;  Based  on  a 
play  by  Mary  McDougal  Axelson;  Camera- 
man,  Charles   Rosher;   Editor,   Jack   Killifer. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 


quency  allocation.  Caldwell  declared 
that  the  testimony  of  this  station 
was  not  supposed  to  be  introduced 
according  to  an  agreement  reached 
between  him  and  Chairman  James 
Lawrence  Fly's  assistant,  Nathan 
David,  and  suggested  that  the  Com- 
mission do  nothing  about  frequency 
allocation  so  that  this  question  could 
be  settled  at  a  later  date  after  the 
broad  policies  for  television  were 
decided. 

DuMont  opposed,  while  GE  upheld 
adoption  of  the  RMA  standards.  Gen- 
eral Television  of  Boston  and  Metro- 
polital  Television,  Inc.,  of  New  York 
were  heard  briefly  and  opposed  the 
individual  allocations  in  their  respec- 
tive cities. 

Major  Edwin  H.   Armstrong  was 


RUDY  VALLEE  MAY 
CLOSE  REPUBLIC  DEAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

rade,"  would  be  ready  to  go  before 
the  cameras  probably  with  Rudy 
Vallee  as  the  producer.  <;*>- 

Latter  is  now  making  an  intW'Qive 
technical  study  of  film  production  on 
the  Republic  lot,  and  a  multiple  pix 
deal  may  be  effectuated  between 
Vallee  and  the  company.  Frances 
Langford  is  understood  to  be  the 
only  cast  member  signed  for  the 
proposed   musical. 

Siegel  asserts  that  the  company 
is  on  the  lookout  for  a  new  star 
for  a  series  of  westerns  and  tests 
are  being  conducted  currently.  Six 
pictures  will  be  made  in  this  series, 
the  yet  unobtained  star  to  work  un- 
der the  name,  "Bob  Seton."  Series 
will  probably  be  ready  for  the  1940- 
41  season,  and  perhaps  earlier  if  the 
lead  player  is  found. 


Bank  Night  Legality  Again 
Before  N.  M.  Supreme  Court 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
when  George  L.  Reese,  Sr.,  assistant 
district  attorney  of  Chaves  county, 
appealed  from  the  decision  of  Dis- 
trict Judge  James  B.  McGhee  up- 
holding a  defense  motion  to  quash 
the  information  filed  against  J.  E. 
Jones  and  Wayne  Patterson,  operat- 
ing Roswell's  Yucca  theater. 

In  a  split  decision  in  1937,  the 
Supreme  Court  cleared  Bank  Night 
Of  lottery  charges.  Jones  and  Fred 
Morley  were  defendants  in  the  prev- 
ious case.  Then,  Justice  A.  L.  Zinn, 
supported  by  Justice  Hudspeth  and 
Bickley,  upheld  the  "Bank  Night" 
principle.  Justice  Brice  did  not  par- 
ticipate and  Justice  Sadler  wrote  a 
sharply  dissenting  opinion. 

Since  the  1937  decision,  Justice 
Hudspeth  has  retired. 


Cincy  Indie  Unit  Fights 

Drive-in  Plans  of  Smith 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ery  Road,  and  will  seek  means  to 
preclude  its  opening,  set  for  May 
1,  according  to  letters  dispatched  to 
all  exchanges  and  members  of  the 
organization. 

The  fact  that  children  are  to  be 
admitted  free  and  that  the  venture 
operated  only  part  of  the  year  is 
cited  by  Huss,  as  detrimental  to  es- 
tablished exhibitors. 

The  new  venture  will  consist  of 
11  semi-circular  ramps  for  accom- 
modations for  500  cars.  Individual 
loud  speakers  for  automobiles  will 
take  the  place  of  sound  amplifiers 
from  the  stage.  The  company,  con- 
nected with  a  chain  operated  by 
Phil  Smith,  Boston,  has  acquired  a 
sixteen-acre  tract  on  Montgomery 
Pike. 


c 


scheduled  to  testify  at  yesterday's 
session,  but  instead  he  will  be  heard 
when  the  hearing  resumes  today. 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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P.C.  Pix,  Strike  Menace,  Trade  Relations  Before  Allied 

JUDGE  HLW.  GODDARD  WTRY  GOV'T  EQUITY  SUIT 

Silverstone  Signs  Gabriel  Pascal  to  Produce  for  UA 


Covers    Three    Years;    First, 

"Major  Barbara,"  to  be 

Made  in  U.  K. 

Signing  of  Gabriel  Pascal  to  a 
three-year  contract  as  a  United  Ar- 
tists producer  was  announced  yes- 
terday by  Murray  Silverstone,  UA's 
world-wide  chief.  Pact  gives  the 
distrib.  the  exclusive  call  on  Pascal's 
pix.  Deal,  in  process  of  negotiation 
for  some  time,  was  closed  by  cable. 

First  UA  release  which  Pascal  will 
provide  will  be  Bernard  Shaw's  "Ma- 
jor Barbara."  Pix  will  be  made  in 
[England,  the  cast  including  Wendy 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


WILL  ROGERS  DRIVE 
WILL  START  APR.  18 


Will  Rogers  National  Theater 
Week  for  this  year  has  been  set  by 
Major  L.  E.  Thompson,  its  chairman, 
after  conferring  with  Will  H.  Hays, 
for  the  seven-day  period  starting 
(Thursday,  April  18.  Proceeds,  as 
the  industry  is  aware,  go  for  the  up- 
keep of  the  Will  Rogers  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Saranac  Lake  and  other 
philanthropies  for  the  needy  of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Air  Giveaway  Insurance 

Plan  to  Start  Tuesday 

Columbus,  0. — Despite  the  fact 
that  circuits  approached  by  the  ITO 
of  Ohio  with  a  view  to  participation 
in  the  insurance  plan  proposed  to 
combat  the  Horace  Heidt  "Pot  of 
Gold"  radio   giveaway   of  $1,000  in 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


British  Films  Council  Wants  £1,500,000 

Loan  for  Producers  in  Lieu  of  Quota  Act 

London  (By  Cable) — The  British  Films  Council  will  recommend  that  the 
Government  loan  or  guarantee  £1,500,000  to  British  producers  as  a  substitute 
for  the  quota  provisions  of  the  Films  Act  after  March  31,  it  was  reported  in 
usually  well  informed  quarters  here  yesterday. 

Under  the  plan  said  to  be  favored  by  the  Council,  the  money  would  be 
available  only  to  reputable  producers  with  proven  records  and  would  be 
administered  by  a  committee  with  expert  trade  knowledge. 

A  finalized  draft  of  the  Council's  memorandum  will  go  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  within  two  or  three  weeks,  it  is  understood. 


PLAN  JOINT  CAMPAIGN 
ON  TWO  EDISON  FILMS 


Breaking  advertising  and  produc- 
tion precedents,  Metro  will  nation- 
ally advertise  and  publicize  "Young 
Tom  Edison"  and  "Edison  the  Man" 
at  the  same  time,  with  the  first  pic- 
ture and  its  sequel  to  be  released 
about  one  month  apart,  Howard 
Dietz,   ad.   and  pub.   director  of  M- 

(Contintied  on  Page  8) 

69th  Regiment  Day  Will 

Plug  Warner  Pix  in  N.  Y. 

New  York's  City  Council  officially 
took  cognizance  of  Warners'  forth- 
coming "The  Fighting  69th"  yester- 
day   when,    at    the    instigation     of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


MOTION  TO  INCREASE 
LOEWS  BOARD  FAILS 


An  attempt  to  elect  two  additional 
directors  to  Loew's  board  yesterday 
failed,  but  all  present  board  mem- 
bers were  renamed  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  stockholders.  The  meet- 
ing, which  was  expected  to  be  a 
routine  affair,  turned  out  to  be  a 
session    of    questions    and    answers, 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Designated    by   Judge    Knox; 
Has  Heard  Film  Indus- 
try Litigation 

Another  step  was  taken  yester- 
day by  the  Government  towards 
trial  of  its  New  York  equity  action 
against  the  majors  when  the  D  of  J 
secured  the  designation  of  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  to  preside 
over  trial  proceedings. 

Judge  Goddard  was  chosen  as  re- 
sult of  an  agreement  between  the 
D  of  J  and  attorneys  for  the  majors, 
and  was  designated  for  the  trial  by 
Senior  Judge  John  C.  Knox. 

Judge  Goddard  presided  over  the 
anti-trust  suit  brought  by  the  D  of 
J   against   Ascap,   but  was   not    re- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

N.  Y.  MELAREA  GAINS 
FOUR  HOUSES  IN  YEAR 


Brandt  Buys  Warner  Pix 

for  24  Circuit  Theaters 


Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  prexy,  has 
signed  with  Warners  for  the  com- 
plete 1939-40  lineup,  for  24  houses 
of  the  Brandt  Circuit  in  New  York 

(Continued  cm  Page  7) 


Korda  to  Produce 

One  in  Hollywood 

London  (By  Cable) — Alexander  Korda 
plans  to  produce  one  picture  in  Holly- 
wood within  the  next  few  months,  it 
was    learned    here    yesterday. 

Korda  will  leave  for  the  U.  S.  in  mid- 
February,  taking  with  him  "The  Thief 
of   Bagdad"   for   final   cutting   there. 


Three  New  Subjects  to  Come  Before 
Allied  Directors9  Meeting  Today 


Freeman  Leaving  for  N.  Y. 
With  New  Orleans  Stopoff 

West   Coast  Bureau    of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 

Paramount  vice-president  in  charge 

of  studio  operations,  leaves  here  tor 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


By  AL  STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Washington — At  least  three  sub- 
jects never  before  slated  for  discus- 
sion at  a  board  meeting  will  come 
before  the  national  Allied  directors 
today  at  their  annual  executive  ses- 
sion.    One  is  the  menace  of  a  gen- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


There  is  only  one  Year  Book  of  motion  pic-  The  1940  Film  Year  Book  will  soon  be  on  the 
tures  and  that  is  published  by  THE  FILM  DAILY,  desk  of  every  important  executive  in  motion 
— Advt.  » pictures. — Advt. 


Only  minor  changes  in  the  com- 
posite pattern  of  so-called  Metropoli- 
tan territory  film  houses,  compris- 
ing New  York  City,  Long  Island,  Sta- 
ten  Island,  all  of  N.  Y.  State  south 
of  Kingston,  as  well  as  New  Jersey 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Wisconsin  Outlaws  Bingo; 
Court  Rules  It  a  Lottery 

Milwaukee — Bingo,  regardless  of 
whether  sponsored  by  charitable  or- 
ganizations, was  ruled  a  lottery  by 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Advances  of  GWTW 
Double  Pix  "Takes" 

"Cone  With  the  Wind"  has  piled  up 
advance  sales  in  every  situation  where 
it  has  opened  which  are  approximately 
double  the  gross  of  any  picture  playing 
in  the  same  houses  for  entire  runs,  it 
was    learned   yesterday. 

It  was  also  disclosed  that  newspaper 
stories  on  the  picture  hit  the  front  page 
of  every  one  of  the  1,800  dailies  in  this 
country.  Total  amount  of  newspaper 
space  amassed  far  surpasses  space  given 
to  any  other  picture. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low    Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 9'/4       9%       9%  —     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    7  7  7      —     % 

Columbia   Picts.  pfd..   22        22        22+1 

Con.  Fm.  Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd 

East.     Kodak     160%  159      160%  +  2 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 12%     11%     12%      

Loew's,    Inc 34%     33%     34l/4  +     % 

do  pfd 

Paramount    7%      7%      7%     

Paramount   1st  pfd...   85         85         85       —     % 

Paramount    2nd    pfd 

Pathe    Film    9%      9%      »%  +     % 

RKO    13/8       1%       1%  +     % 

20th    Century-Fox    ..    12         11%     11%     

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  24'/8     24%     24%   +     % 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 3%      3%      3%  +     % 

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK   BOND  MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.1013A  1013/4  10134  +     % 

Loew's   deb.  3%s46..102%  102%  102%     

Para.   B'way  3s55...  49        49        49      —     % 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47     

RKO   6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39  84%     84%     84%   +     3/8 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW  YORK  CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 1  %       1  %       1  %   -f     % 

Technicolor    14        14        14       +     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3%       3%       3</4  +     % 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid     Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45. . .  71%     73% 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 66%    67% 
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Heat  Develops  at  FCC  Tele 
Hearing  Over  Allocations 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Sharp  and  somewhat 
heated  debate  developed  at  the  FCC's 
second  day  of  hearings  on  proposed 
tele  standards  between  Louis  G. 
Caldwell,  attorney  for  Philco,  and 
Chairman  James  Lawrence  Fly  of 
the  FCC  over  the  propriety  nt  tak- 
ing up  frequency  allocations^during 
the  current  hearing-.  Caldwell  in- 
sisted his  client  had  not  prepared 
testimony  on  tele  channel  alloca- 
tions because  of  an  alleged  agree- 
ment reached  with  CBS  representa- 
tives, and  which  was  said  to  have 
had  the  approval  of  Fly's  assistant, 
Nathan  David. 

An  inquiry  by  Commissioner 
Thompson  about  this  "agreement" 
led  to  the  chairman's  announcing 
that  it  would  be  privately  explained 
to  Commission  members. 

The  Philco  attorney  also  pleaded 
against  the  Commission's  suggestion 
that  tele  broadcasting  stations  be 
licensed  for  the  main  purpose  of  de- 
veloping programs,  which  the  FCC 
would  designate  as  Class  2  stations. 

Caldwell  was  supported  by  Wil- 
liam Roberts,  attorney  for  DuMont 
Laboratories,  when  he  asked  the 
Commission  to  clarify  the  question 
of  standards  while  the  hearing  was 
in  progress. 

Hearing  resumes  this  morning  but 
will  adjourn  at  12:30  noon  until  Fri- 
day morning  at  10  a.m. 


Motion  Picture  Associates 

Re-elects  Ellis  as  Prexy 

Election  of  officers  held  yesterday 
at  the  Astor  by  the  Motion  Picture 
Associates  resulted  in  Jack  Ellis,  in- 
cumbent president,  being  re-elected 
for  a  third  term,  the  first  time  this 
has  happened  in  the  organization's 
history.  Moe  Streimer  was  elected 
first  vice-president,  Abe  Blumstein 
was  elected  to  the  sergeant-at-arms 
post,  and  Jack  Hattem  was  elected 
to  the  board  of  trustees.  In  all  the 
other  posts,  the  incumbent  officers 
were  re-elected.  All  posts  were  con- 
tested but  one;  Ellis  was  opposed 
by  Morris  Sanders. 


Arbitration  Committee  Sits 
Today  on  306-Circuit  Wages 

Meeting  of  the  arbitration  com- 
mittee huddling  on  the  Local  306- 
major  circuit  wage  negotiations  will 
be  held  today.  Another  meeting  has 
been  set  for  Jan.  24,  indicating  that 
today's  discussions  will  not  reach  any 
definite  conclusion. 


Holden  In  "Our  Town"  Lead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Sol  Lesser  has  signed 
William  Holden  to  play  the  starring 
role  of  George  Gibbs  in  Thornton 
Wilder's  "Our  Town,"  Sam  Wood 
directing  the  young  actor,  who  made 
his  film  debut  in  "Golden  Boy,"  is 
under  joint  contract  to  Paramount 
and  Columbia,  and  was  borrowed 
from  both  companies  by  Lesser. 


N.  Y.  Film  Board  to  Install 
Its  New  Officers  Tonight 

Formal  installation  of  the  newly 
elected  officers  of  the  New  York  Film 
Board  of  Trade  will  be  held  this 
evening  at  6:30  o'clock  in  the  or- 
ganization's headquarters  in  the 
Paramount  Building,  following  which 
a  dinner  will  be  held  at  Sardi's. 

Jack  Bowen  succeeds  Harry  Hum- 
mel to  the  presidency,  and  many  of 
the  past  presidents  of  the  group  will 
attend  the  installation,  which  brings 
Myron  Sattler  in  as  secretary;  Nat 
Beier  and  Ben  Abner,  first  and  sec- 
ond vice-president,  respectively; 
Dave  Levy,  treasurer,  and  Joe  Fed- 
eler,  sergeant-at-arms. 

Sheldon,  Barnes  Appeal 

Mordall  "Lynton"  Award 

Appeal  was  filed  yesterday  in  Fed- 
eral Court  by  Edward  Sheldon  and 
Margaret  Ayer  Barnes  from  a  de- 
cision of  Federal  Judge  Vincent  T. 
Leibell  which  awarded  $3,170  to 
Sheldon  and  Barnes  against  the  Mor- 
dall Realty  Corp.,  operator  of  the 
Capitol.  Plaintiffs  claim  that  the 
award  was  insufficient  to  cover  the 
share  of  profits  from  the  showing 
of  "Letty  Lynton,"  which  the  Court 
had  ruled  plagiarized  their  play 
"Dishonored  Lady." 

"Pinocchio"  Opens  at  Center 
Theater  Wed.  Night,  Feb.  7 

Walt  Disney's  "Pinocchio"  will 
have  a  gala  world  premiere  at  the 
Rockefeller  Center  Theater  in  Radio 
City  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  7, 
RKO  announced  yesterday.  Starting 
Thursday  morning,  the  Disney  fea- 
ture cartoon  will  play  an  extended 
engagement  on  a  continuous  run 
policy  at  popular  prices. 

Sullavan,  Stewart  Co-Star 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Margaret  Sullavan 
and  James  Stewart  have  been  as- 
signed the  starring  roles  in  "The 
Mortal  Storm,"  an  adaptation  of 
the  book  by  Phyllis  Bottome,  which 
will  soon  go  into  production  at  M- 
G-M.  Frank  Borzage  will  direct, 
with  Sidney  Franklin  producing. 
Frank  Morgan  and  Robert  Young 
will  have  important  roles. 


To  Honor  LeBaron  Friday 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  William  LeBaron, 
Paramount's  managing  director  of 
production,  will  be  feted  at  a  ban- 
quet at  the  local  Masquers  Club  on 
Friday.  Tribute  to  LeBaron  is  in 
recognition  of  his  years  of  consrtuc- 
tive  work  in  behalf  of  the  motion 
picture  industry.  William  Collier,  Sr., 
will  be  toastmaster. 


Franklyn  Warner  Eastbound 

West  Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Franklyn  Warner 
planed  East  last  night  to  make  a 
trip  around  the  21  Fine  Arts  branch 
offices,  with  his  first  stop  in  New 
York   City. 


cominc  nno  goiiig 


WILLIAM  BOYD,  arrives  in  New  York  tomor- 
row from  Hollywood  for  a  few  days'  vacation 
before  going  to  Washington  to  attend  the  Presi- 
dent's Birthday  Ball.  Boyd  is  accompanied 
by    his    wife,    GRACE    BRADLEY. 

W.  C.  VAN  SCHMUS  left  yesterday  far.  the 
Coast  where  he  will  spend  a  month.  f  J,: 

JACK  HALEY  has  arrived  here  from  the  Coast 
to  begin  rehearsals  in  the  stage  play  "Higher 
and   Higher." 

J.  EDWARD  BROMBERC  has  returned  to  the 
Coast   after  a    trip   to   New  York. 

DOROTHY  BRYANT,  former  secretary  of  the 
AGVA  who  resigned  on  account  of  illness,  has 
sailed  for  a   two   months'  vacation   in   Mexico. 

EARL  CARROLL  was  set  to  fly  to  Hollywood 
last   night. 

ROWLAND  STEBBINS  has  gone  to  Hobe  Sound, 
Fla.,    for   the   Winter. 

LEO  ABRAMS,  UA  short  subjects  sales  man- 
ager, has  left  on  an  extended  tour  of  Western 
exchanges. 

TALBOT  JENNINGS,  Metro  writer,  is  here 
for   a    vacation. 

SONJA  HENIE  is  at  the  Waldorf. 

RUTH  CORDON  goes  to  Harrogate,  Tenn., 
next  week  for  the  premiere  there  on  Jan.  27 
of  "Abe  Lincoln  In  Illinois,"  in  which  she 
makes  her  picture  debut. 

SCOTT  R.  DUNLAP  and  TREM  CARR  have 
returned   to    the   Coast. 

AL  STEEN,  FILM  DAILY  staff  writer,  is  in 
Washington  to  attend  the  Allied  States  execu- 
tive  board    meeting. 


Equity  Council  Approves 

Tele  Basic  Agreement 

Executive  Council  of  Actors 
Equity  yesterday  approved  of  the 
basic  agreement  on  television,  and 
it  now  goes  to  the  SAG  and  AFRA 
for  joint  consideration  with  Equity. 
The  committee  is  expected  to  meet 
today  after  which  the  agreement  will 
be  presented  to  the  networks. 


Transfer  WB  Dist.  Managers 

Chicago — Henry  Herbel,  district 
manager  here  for  Warner  Bros.,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  company's 
Los  Angeles  Offices.  Rud  Lorenz  has 
been  returned  here  to  succeed  Her- 
bel, coming  from  Kansas  City  where 
he  has  been  district  manager.  Ben 
Kalmenson  is  here  making  the  trans- 
fers. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 

to    the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

JANUARY   17 

Noah    Beery 

Mack  Sennett 

Grant  Withers 

Nils    Asther 

Patsy  Ruth  Miller 

Harmon   Yaffa 

Budd  Getschal 


CALLS  IT  1940s 

must  book  short  for 

axhibs,  as  well  as 
a  must  see'  subject 
for  their  audiences! 


featuring  the  FUTURAMA 
that  astounded  countless 
millions  at  the  New  York 
World's  Fair! 
A  "Cinescope"  Single  Reel 


...and  it's  only  one  of  the  grand  new  array  of  Columbia  shorts  now  in  release.. . 


U.  S.  TREASURY 

)  ^   A  /'  y  (Washinglon  Parade  No. 2  Series  2) 

riT^H^Jm  Fascinating  10-minute  visit  to 

"**~ ">I~. v— -»,         the  place  where  money  is  made! 
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Y00  NAZTY  SPY! 


(A  3  STOOGES  "Special" 2-Reel  Comedy) 

Nutsy  but  nice  . . .  the  wackiest  of  all 
adventures  oi  these  inimitable  zanies! 
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lor  Rhapsody) 

autiful  1-reel  subject 
i  full  Technicolor! 
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LIFE  IN  PARIS 


mm 


( Andre  de  la  Varre ) 
A  Columbia  Tour  of  France's 
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6  MEN  WAITING,  while  death* 
sat  off  in  the  distance,  like  a  vul- 
ture in  a  tree — and  every  man's 
thoughts  on  the  woman  who 
had  blundered  into  their  hearts! 


National  Release— Jan.  26th 


"■"■ 


FAMOUS  PRODUCTIONS  presents 


DOUGLAS 


FAIRBANKS  «•*»  BENNETT 


m'      ^f      |     r  "■ 
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with  John  HOWARD  *  Alan  HALE 

George  BANCROFT*  Vincent  PRICE 

and  George  SANDERS 


Original  story  and  screenplay  by  MARION  FRANCES 
Directed  by  JAMES  WHALE  Produced  by  HARRY  EDINGTON 

a  JANES  WHALE    • 

PRODUCTION 


NEW  UNIVERSAL 

PICTURE 
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PASCAL  TO  PRODUCE 
FOR  UNITED  ARTISTS 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

Hiller,  seen  in  Pascal's  first  Shavian 
film,  "Pygmalion,"  one  of  the  "Ten 
Best"  in  the  recent  Film  Daily  poll, 
and  Robert  Morley.  Latter  was  seen 
on  Broadway  last  season  in  "Oscar 
Wilde." 

Cameraman  on  "Major  Barbara" 
will  be  Harry  Sti-adling,  who  leaves 
the  Coast,  where  he  is  finishing  Ed- 
ward Small's  "My  Son,  My  Son!"  on 
Monday.  Stradling  did  the  camera 
work   on   "Pygmalion." 

Pascal's  second  UA  release  as  well 
as  subsequent  productions  in  all 
probability  will  be  made  in  Holly- 
wood, it  is  understood.  Producer  is 
expected  to  arrive  here  in  the  early 
Summer. 

While  not  committed  yearly  for 
any  stated  number  of  features,  it 
is  anticipated  that  Pascal  will  av- 
erage two  annually.  Pact  may  give 
UA  a  Shavian  cycle  inasmuch  as 
Pascal  has  rights  to  the  dramatist's 
"The  Doctor's  Dilemma,"  "The 
Devil's  Disciple"  and  "Caesar  and 
Cleopatra."  First  Hollywood  pro- 
duction will  be  selected  from  these 
three  properties. 

Shaw  sent  a  typical  cable  to  Char- 
lie Chaplin  yesterday,  following  con- 
summation of  the  Pascal-UA  deal, 
"Congratulations  to  United  Artists 
on  having  captured  Gabriel  Pascal, 
the  only  one  living  except  yourself 
who  knows  as  much  about  filming  as 
I  do." 


69th  Regiment  Day  Will 

Plug  Warner  Pix  in  N.  Y. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Councilman  John  Sharkey,  next 
Wednesday  was  designated  as  69th 
Regiment  Day. 

Additional  reservations  received 
yesterday  assured  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  assemblages  of  mili- 
tary and  civic  leaders  in  the  city's 
history  for  the  69th's  regimental  re- 
union dinner  and  preview  of  the 
Warner  pix  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
next   Wednesday. 

Jack  L.  Warner,  Pat  O'Brien  and 
George  Brent  leave  the  Coast  Friday 
for  New  York  to  attend  the  dinner, 
while  James  Cagney  will  come  here 
from  Martha's  Vineyard  to  be  pres- 
ent. Other  cast  principals  will  at- 
tend the  Los  Angeles  dinner,  one  of 
39  to  be  staged  across  the  country. 

Radio  plugs  for  the  picture  in- 
clude aepearances  of  Frank  McHugh 
of  the  cast  on  the  Bing  Crosby  CBS 
program  tomorrow  night,  appear- 
ances by  Cagney  and  O'Brien  on  the 
Kate  Smith  Show  Jan.  26,  and  12- 
minute  sequence  on  the  ninth  annual 
"Hello  America"  program  Feb.  15. 


Mrs.  C.  E.  Williams  Dead 

Omaha — Mrs.  Charles  E.  Williams, 
wife  of  the  film  theater  operator 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  MPTOA 
of  Nebraska  and  Iowa,  died  on  Mon- 
day. 


ALCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  D/lLYi 


T  T  T 

•  •  •  NO  matter  what  local  thermometers  register  next  Wed- 
nesday night it's  gonna  be  a  hot  time  in  the  swanky  Waldorf- 
Astoria  where  the  reunion  of  the  old  Sixty -Ninth  Regiment  will  be 

held wi;h  a  strong  degree  of  co-operation  furnished  by  the  Messrs. 

Warner who    recently    completed    the    filming    of    the    Regiment's 

strenuous  saga  in  World  War  No.  1 Now  while  the  Sixly-Ninthers 

and   a   number   of   distinguished   guests   drawn   from    civil    and    official 

life are  exercising  their  molars  and  incisors  on  Oscar-created  fare 

which   is   assuredly    a   fax   cry    from   trench    diet   of    the   revered 

past some  39  cities  from  coast  to  coast  will  be  the  locales  of  co- 
incident banquets  in  which  members  of  the  Rainbow  Division (with 

which  the  69th  served  as  the  165th  U.  S.  Infantry) will  participate. 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     THE  Messrs.  Warner  have  arranged  that  their  brand 

new  pix "The  Fighting  69th" will  be  shown  at  each  of 

the  dinners which  means  that  some  39  pre-showings  will  be 

going  on  at  one  and  the  same  time which  to  say  the  least  is 

a  colossal  undertaking and  very  effective  stuff  for  nationally 

spotlighting  the   attraction and   building   good-will  plus   biz 

for  Mister  Exhib The  enthusiasm  which   has  already 

been  manifest  with  respect  to  the  dinners  and  screenings 

is  perhaps  best  exemplified  by  the  issuance  of  an  official  proclama- 
tion by  Chicago's  Mayor  Kelly: "During  the  World  War  the 

42nd  Division  of  the  A.E.F familiarly  known  as  the  Rainbow 

Division gave  an  excellent  account  of  itself  by  its  unusual 

performance  on  the  field  of  battle The  major  portion  of  the 

Rainbow  Division  was  cornposed  of  men   recruited  from   Illinois 

and  the  surrounding  states On  January  24  of  this  year 

the  members  of  the  Rainbow  Division  are  holding  reunions  in  24 

states,  one  of  these  reunions  to   be  held  here   in  Chicago I 

am  very  glad,  therefore,  to  designate  Wed.,  Jan.  24.  1940  as  Rain- 
bow Day  in  Chicago and  I  ask  that  our  citizens  wherever 

possible  honor  these  veterans  who  responded  to  the  call  of  their 
country  in  its  time  of  need and  served  so  faithfully  and  cap- 
ably in  the  Army  of  the  United  States" 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  THOSE  scenes  of  Finland's  heroic  stand  against  the  Red  in- 
vaders   culled  by  Art  Menken,  Paramount's  war  correspondent,  and 

forming   the    climax   of    that   company's   latest   newsreel   issue are 

mighty    vivid   affairs disclosing   the    rain   of   death   upon    Helsinki 

the  annihilation  of  a  Russian  supply  train ....  corpses  in  the  snow 

little  Finland's  army  on  the  battlefields  (or  battlewoods  would  be 

more  accurate) and  glimpses  of  the  great  Mannerheim  Line 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  *      9     IN  a  suburban  R.  R.  time-table an  enterprising 

pix  house  lists  its  January  attractions For  next  Saturday  and 

Sunday  it  proclaims: "'Cisco  Kid  and  the  Lady'  also  "Ni- 

notchka'  " What  d'ya  mean  ALSO  "Ninotchka"! High- 
light of  WMCA's  Five  Star  Final  broadcast  next  Sunday  night  at 

9  o'clock twill  be  a  dramatization  of  the  exciting  history  of 

the  French  picture,  "Harvest." picked  by  the  N.  Y.  critics  as 

the  best  foreign  attraction  of  '39 We  wonder  if  they're  gonna 

include  a  dramatization  of  the  faux  pas  the  N.  Y.  State  Censors 

pulled  in  connection  with  the  opus? Edward  P.  (Ted)  Curtis 

of  Eastman  Kodak  is  now,  we  understand,   a   bank   director  in 

Rochester in  addition  to  his  myriad  duties  at  Kodak  Park. . . . 

This  latest  success  story  of  Mister  Curtis  might  be  titled 

"From  Raw  Stock  to  Bank  Stock" or,  "A  Financial  Institution 

Takes  a  Flyer" inasmuch  as  Ted  is  one  of  the  A.E.F. 's  highest 

ranking  "aces" 


JUDGE  GODDARD  WILL  P 
TRY  U.  S.  EQUITY  SUIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

quired  to  render  a  decision  since 
action  was  not  completed.  He  has 
also  heard  a  considerable  number  of 
infringement  and  plagiarisn^^uits 
in  the  film  industry. 

He  was  appointed  to  the  bench  in 
1923  by  the  late  President  Harding, 
and  at  that  time  belonged  to  the  Re- 
publican Party. 

Judge  Knox  yesterday  heard  ar- 
gument on  the  interrogatories  inter- 
posed by  the  majors  on  the  Govern- 
ment. Colonel  William  Donovan, 
spokesman  for  the  majors,  charged 
the  Government  with  backing  out  of 
an  agreement  to  adjourn  all  anti- 
trust suits  until  trial  of  the  New 
York  equity  suit  started.  This,  he 
claimed,  was  agreed  to  when  May  1 
was  selected  as  the  date  for  trial  to 
afford  the  defendants  opportunity 
for  preparing  their  defense. 

Special  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Paul  Williams  denied  this  con- 
tention and  asserted  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  willing  to  adjourn 
other  cases  only  if  events  did  not 
make  it  necessary  to  prosecute  them 
first.  In  view  of  this  position,  he 
added,  the  D  of  J  could  not  bind  it- 
self by  a  written  stipulation  to  post- 
pone  other   matters. 

Judge  Knox  urged  both  parties  to 
amicably  agree  upon  the  necessary 
preliminaries  such  as  the  interroga- 
tories, and  declared  that  trial  would 
take  place  on  May  1.  As  a  result 
of  Judge  Knox's  urging,  parties  to 
the  suit  conferred  yesterday  on  the 
interrogatories. 

Up  to  a  late  hour  last  night  the 
conference  dealing  with  the  interro- 
gatories was  still  in  progress. 

Counsel  for  the  majors  expressed 
a  belief  that  the  new  move  of  the 
Government,  which  seeks  examina- 
tion of  26  defendant  executives,  may 
prevent  trial  by  May  1. 
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Freeman  Leaving  for  N.  Y. 
With  New  Orleans  Stopoff 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

night  via  Southern  Pacific  for  New 
York  instead  of  Friday  as  originally 
planned.  Freeman  will  stop  off  in 
New  Orleans  for  conferences  with 
E.  V.  Richards,  head  of  the  Rich- 
ards theater  chain,  and  then  proceed 
to  New  York  with  Richards.  Both 
are  scheduled  for  a  series  of  con- 
ferences with  Paramount  home  of- 
fice executives. 

Cliff  Lewis,  studio  advertising  and 
publicity  director,  will  leave  here 
Friday  night  for  New  York  and  meet 
Freeman  at  the  home  office  on  Mon- 
day. 


$165,000  for  "Gulliver" 

Para.'s  "Gulliver's  Travels"  closed 
its  four-week  run  at  the  New  York 
Paramount  Theater  last  night  with 
total  receipts  for  the  complete  en- 
gagement of  $165,000,  according  to 
Robert   M.   Weitman,   manager. 
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(KILL  ROGERS  DRIVE 
|  WILL  START  APR.  18 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tage  and  screen,  and  to  aid  local 
istitutions  which  care  for  handi- 
appe^children. 
ts'  Ex-^J)tive  heads  of  the  five  major 
ircuits  are  aiding  Major  Thompson 
,  ,i  preparation  for  this  year's  ob- 
>.|3rvance:  Charles  C.  Moskowitz  of 
[-G-M,  Joseph  Bernhard  of  Warner 
iros.,  John  J.  O'Connor  of  RKO,  and 
pyros  P.  Skouras  of  20th  Century- 
,'ox.  Others  collaborating  on  the 
iroject  are  Ed  Kuykendall  of  the 
,IPTOA,  Harry  Brandt  of  the  ITOA, 
'avid  Palfreyman  of  the  MPPDA, 
lax  A.  Cohen  of  the  ATO  of  New 
,'ork,  and  Abram  F.  Myers  of  the 
,AMPE. 

u  The  following  sales  managers  have 
pcepted  appointments  on  the  cam- 
aign,  representing  the  distributing 
)mpanies:  Neil  F.  Agnew  for  Para- 
iount,  Harry  Buckley  for  United 
rtists,  Edward  Golden  for  Mono- 
ram,  James  R.  Grainger  for  Repub- 
c,  Ned  E.  Depinet  for  RKO,  Abe 
'[ontague  for  Columbia,  William  F. 
lodgers  for  M-G-M,  William  A. 
cully  for  Universal,  Gradwell  L. 
ears  for  Warner  Bros.,  and  Herman 
robber  for  20th-Fox.  A.  P.  Wax- 
lan  is  again  director  of  the  cam- 
paign for  Major  Thompson. 
Zone  chairmen  for  the  various  companies 
id  their  headquarters  are: 
M-G-M — Boston,  Morris  Wolf;  Cincinnati, 
Iwin  Booth;  Cleveland,  Frank  D.  Drew; 
enver,  H.  A.  Friedl;  Detroit,  Frank  Dow- 
(y;  Los  Angeles,  Clayton  T.  Lunch;  Port- 
id,    Louis    Amacher. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX— Buffalo,  Sydney 
imson;  Indianapolis,  George  T.  Landis;  New 
irk  City,  Harry  H.  Buxbaum;  Salt  Lake 
ty,  Charles  Walker;  Washington,  D.  C., 
m    Wheeler. 

RKO — Chicago,  Jack  Osserman;  Milwaukee, 
rthur    N.    Schmitz;    Oklahoma    City,    Ralph 

Williams;  Philadelphia,  F.  L.  McNamee. 
UNIVERSAL— Atlanta,  John  Ezell;  Min- 
apolis,  Harold  Johnson;  St.  Louis,  John  E. 
irrison;  Seattle,  Lawrence  J.  McGinley 
WARNER  BROS.— Dallas,  Doak  Roberts; 
insas  City,  James  Winn;  Pittsburgh,  Harry 
■ed. 

PARAMOUNT— Des  Moines,  R.  M.  Cope- 
id;  New  Orleans,  E.  B.  Price;  Omaha,  Al 
•endenhall. 

COLUMBIA— Albany,  Philip  Fox;  Char- 
te,  Robert  J.  Ingram;  Memphis,  James 
igers. 

UNITED  ARTISTS— New  Haven,  Lou 
echsler;  San  Francisco,  Dennis  J.  McNerney. 

Horwirz  Can  See  Records 

Cleveland — In  the  suit  of  M.  B. 
orwitz,  treasurer  of  the  Cleveland 
otion  Picture  Exhibitors  Associa- 
»n,  against  C.  W.  Erdmann,  asso- 
ition  secretary,  to  have  certain  ree- 
ds of  the  association  turned  over 

him.  Judge  Charles  J.  McNamee 
smissed  the  case  without  prejudice 

the  plaintiff's  cost  when  Erdmann 
reed  to  make  the  records  available. 


Stern-Master  in  Merger 

Assets  and  business  of  the  Stern 
loto  Co.,  Inc.,  have  been  merged 
th  Master  Photographers,  Inc., 
of  Jan.  2.  Master  will  be  located 
its  new  and  larger  plant  at  443 
.  41st  St.  by  Feb.  1,  according  to 
muel  Stern,  prexy. 


JSeely  for  Governor? 

Washington  Bur..  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Senator  Neely's  office 
denied  knowledge  of  reports  here  that 
the  block-booking  bill  sponsor  plans  to 
resign  his  Senate  seat  to  seek  the  Gov- 
ernorship of  West  Virginia.  Reports  state 
Neely's  decision  depends  on  his  col- 
league, Senator  Holt,  who  may  also  seek 
the  Governor's  seat. 


N.  Y.  MET.  AREA  GAINS 
FOUR  HOUSES  IN  YEAR 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

north  of  Trenton,  it  is  disclosed  by 
the  1940  New  York  Directory  of 
Motion  Picture  Theaters  published 
by  the  local  Film  Board  of  Trade. 

The  total  number  of  theaters  is 
put  currently  at  1,197,  with  aggre- 
gate seating  capacity  of  1,343,883, 
as  against  1,193  with  1,344,398  a 
year  ago.  Open  theaters  are  1,072, 
seating  1,240,304,  compared  to  1,076 
seating  1,246,339  at  the  outset  of 
1939.  Houses  currently  closed  num- 
ber 125,  seating  103,579,  as  against 
117,  seating  98,059  last  year  at  this 
time. 

Comparative  figures  for  1940  and 
1939  show  869  houses  now  operating 
in  New  York  State,  with  capacity 
of  991,349,  against  863,  seating  993,- 
273.  New  Jersey  comparisons  are 
1940,-328  houses,  seating  352,534; 
1939—330,  seating  351,125. 

Circuit  theaters  now  number  771 
and  seat  1,023,016;  1939—754,  seat- 
ing 1,012,916.  Affiliated  theaters  of 
N.  Y.  State,  129,  seating  262,958; 
1939—132,  seating  270,241.  Affil- 
iated in  N.  J.,  66,  seating  118,062; 
1939—66,  seating  119,698.  Unaffili- 
ated in  N.  Y.  State,  450,  seating 
519,112;  1939—431,  seating  497,280. 
Unaffiliated  in  N.  J.,  126,  seating 
122,884;   1939—125,  seating   125,697. 

Indie  houses  total  426,  seating 
420,867;  1939—439,  seating  331,482. 
Such  houses  in  New  York  State  num- 
ber 290,  seating  209,279;  1939—307, 
seating  225,752.  In  N.  J.,  136,  seat- 
ing 111,588;  1939—132,  seating  105,- 
730. 

Number  of  sound  theaters  in  the 
Metropolitan  territory  is  listed  at 
1,179,  one  less  than  in  1939.  Silent 
theaters  currently  are  set  at  18 
which  is  five  more  than  last  year. 
Of  the  125  theaters  dark,  107  are 
equipped  with  sound.  In  1939,  of  the 
117  closed,  104  were  sound  equipped. 


Clear  "Cheri-Bibi"  Rights 

Final  clearance  of  the  world  mu- 
sic rights  on  "Cheri-Bibi,"  French 
prize  film  starring  Pierre  Fresnay, 
is  announced  by  Edwin  Fadiman  of 
National  Pictures,  owner  of  the  fea- 
ture for  27  countries  including  U.  S. 
Negotiations  for  a  major  distribution 
deal,  upset  by  a  flaw  in  the  music 
clearance  title,  are  being  resumed. 


Seadler  Returning  to  Desk 

Si.  Seadler,  Metro  advertising 
manager,  is  expected  to  return  to 
his  desk  today  after  a  slight  illness. 


Wisconsin  Outlaws  Bingo;         Brandt  Buys  Warner  Fix 

Court  Rules  It  a  Lottery  for  24  Circuit  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  State  Supreme  Court  yesterday 
thereby  sustaining  a  circuit  court 
decision  in  the  action  of  Charles  W. 
Trampe,  head  of  Monogram-Midwest 
Film  Exchange  here  against  the  pro- 
prietors of  Bahn  Frei  Hall  to  re- 
strain them  from  conducting  Bingo 
games.  Decision  was  hailed  as  a 
major  victory  by  exhibitors  who 
have  opposed  charitable  Bingo  here 
for  several  years. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  Brooklyn,  Grad  Sears,  Warners 
general  sales  manager,  announced 
yesterday. 

The  Brandt  Circuit  deal  was 
signed  by  Sam  Lefkowitz,  Warners' 
New  York-Metropolitan  branch  man- 
ager, who  represented  the  distribu- 
tors, and  by  Brandt  for  the  circuit. 


"His  Girl  Friday"  Held 

Radio  City  Music  Hall  is  holding 
Columbia's   "His    Girl   Friday." 


MAYBE  YOU  CAN 
AFFORD  THIS  MAN 

You  needn't  be  the  biggest  business  in  the  nation 
— just  an  enterprising  organization  that's  going 
places  and  doing  things — to  buy  the  brains  and 
time  of  this  man.  When  you  talk  with  him  you'll 
discover  how  he  helped  to  increase  the  sales  of  a 
nationally  known  business  63%  last  year.  De- 
spite his  youth,  he's  now  in  his  early  thirties,  he 
has  an  enviable  record  of  sound  merchandising, 
advertising,  sales  promotion,  and  explorations 
in  practical  market  research  that  have  brought 
profits  to  his  present  and  past  employers.  He 
seeks  permanency  and  a  modest  salary,  but,  be- 
yond all,  a  bigger  opportunity  to  demonstrate 
his  proven  talents  for  increasing  the  sales  and 
the  profits  of  an  established  business.  Will  you 
give  him  an  interview  and  look  at  his  record? 
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P.  C.  FILMS,  STRIKE 
THREAT  FACE  ALLIED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

eral  sti-ike  growing  out  of  a  local 
labor  dispute,  the  imminence  of  its 
danger  and  relative  legal  rights  and 
protective  measures.  In  this  con- 
nection, General  Counsel  Abram  F. 
Myers  last  night  declined  to  elabor- 
ate on  the  particular  local  labor  dis- 
pute and  urged  that  no  questions  be 
asked  until  the  discussion  had 
reached  the  floor. 

The  second  new  subject  is  the  re- 
lations of  Allied  with  other  branches 
of  the  industry,  covering  the  situa- 
tion since  rejection  of  the  Code,  out- 
look for  further  relief  by  voluntary 
action  and  the  desirability  of  arbi- 
trating clearance  disputes  and  other 
important  issues. 

The  third  topic  of  unusual  im- 
portance is  the  so-called  "extraordin- 
ary" terms  for  "Gone  With  the 
Wind,"  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois," 
"Pinnochio"  and  "Gulliver's  Travels." 
Indications  were  last  night  that 
definite  action  would  be  taken  against 
what  Allied  believes  are  excessive 
terms. 

In  addition  to  these  subjects,  the 
tentative  program  calls  for  reports 
from  the  chairman  and  general  coun- 
sel, means  for  combatting  attacks  on 
the  Neely  bill,  stars  on  the  air  and 
the  "Pot  of  Gold"  program,  competi- 
tion of  16  mm.  films  and  parking 
problems  as  outlined  in  a  survey  by 
the  bureau  for  street  traffic  research 
of  Yale  University. 

A  fellowship  dinner  and  cocktail 
party  is  scheduled  for  tonight. 

Election  of  officers  and  committee 
reports  are  on  the  agenda  for  to- 
morrow. 

Eastern  regional  unit  heads  met 
yesterday  to  check  local  legislation 
and  to  compare  notes  on  unit  activi- 
ties. 

Those  who  have  made  reservations 
for  the  board  and  regional  confer- 
ences include  Bennie  Berger,  Herman 
Blum,  Ray  Branch,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
Joseph  Conway,  Roy  Harrold,  Fred 
Herrington,  J.  H.  Hiser,  I.  R.  Holy- 
cross,  Frank  Hornig,  E.  Thornton 
Kelly,  Jack  Kirsch,  Frank  Lydon, 
Richard  Marks,  Sam  Myers,  Ernest 
Miller,  Abram  F.  Myers,  Lee  New- 
berry, Charles  Olive,  Wilbur  Peter- 
son, M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Sidney  Sam- 
uelson,  Martin  Smith,  Max  Stern, 
W.  A.  Steffes,  Jacob  Unger,  R.  Wil- 
kins  and  Nathan  Yamins. 


Michigan  Allied  Malting  a  Strong  Bid 

for  National  Body's  Spring  Convention 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— Michigan  Allied  will  make  a  strong  bid  to  get  the  annual  national 
convention  of  Allied  for  Detroit  this  Spring  and  it  was  rumored  here  last  night 
that  that  city  has  the  unofficial  approval  of  the  board.  However,  Indianapolis  and 
Atlantic  City  are  said  to  be  under  consideration  and  Indiana  and  New  Jersey  represen- 
tatives are  expected  to  recommend  their  respective  cities  when  the  matter  comes  up 
for  a   vote  at  the  annual   directors'   meeting   here   tomorrow. 


M-G-M  Plans  Joint  Campaign  Air  Giveaway  Insurance 
On  Its  Two  Edison  Pictures  Plan  to  Start  Tuesday 


Expect  Allied  to  Draft 
Cole  for  Prexy  Again 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied 
pesident,  last  night  said  he  would  not 
be  a  candidate  for  re-election  at  tomor- 
row's sessions  of  the  national  board 
meeting.  However,  observers  believed 
that  he  was  joking,  and  Abram  F.  Myers 
remarked:  "The  Colonel  is  just  being 
coy."  Opinion  here  is  that  Col.  Cole 
will  be  re-elected  whether  he  is  a  candi- 
date or  not. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

G-M,  disclosed  yesterday  when  he 
returned  to  his  office  after  a  Coast 
visit. 

He  was  enthusiastic  about  the 
forthcoming  company  product,  stat- 
ing that  "I  Take  This  Woman"  with 
Spencer  Tracy  and  Hedy  Lamarr, 
will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
box  office  attractions  in  some  time. 
Dietz  was  also  enthused  over  "North- 
west Passage,"  "Broadway  Melody," 
"Shop  Around  the  Corner,"  "Strange 
Cargo"  and  "Congo  Maisie,"  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  they  would  all 
register  heavily  at  box  offices. 

Premiere  of  "Young  Tom  Edison" 
has  been  set  for  Feb.  11,  in  Port 
Huron,  Mich.,  scene  of  Edison's 
childhood.  Dietz  said  a  tremendous 
national  campaign  will  go  behind 
the  Edison  pictures  and  the  Walter 
D.  Edmonds  adventure  story,  "North- 
west Passage,"  which  has  been  set 
for  a  premiere  in  Boise,  Idaho,  at 
the  Penny  Theater  on  Feb.  23.  It 
will  open  nationally  at  several  hun- 
dred theaters  following  that  date. 
General  release  on  the  first  Edison 
picture  will  not  take  place  until 
sometime  in  March,  with  the  sequel 
to  follow  about  a  month  after  that. 

Dietz  praised  the  members  of  Wil- 
liam Ferguson's  exploitation  depart- 
ment at  Metro,  stating  that  the  job 
they  have  done  and  are  doing  on 
GWTW  is  the  finest  field  work  he  has 
ever  seen.  He  also  stated  that  the 
picture  is  far  surpassing  even  the 
most  optimistic  expectations  of  com- 
pany officials,  with  grosses  going 
over  the  $1,000,000  mark  last  week. 


Allied  to  Take  Up  Finnish 
Relief  Co-op.  at  Board  Meet 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Co-operation  by  Al- 
lied in  Herbert  Hoover's  Finnish  re- 
lief campaign  will  be  considered  dur- 
ing the  national  Allied  board  meet- 
ing. Under  the  proposed  plan,  as 
outlined  by  Hoover  in  a  telegram 
to  President  H.  A.  Cole,  contributions 
will  be  sought  in  the  lobbies  of  the 
nation's  theaters  on  Feb.  17-18.  Girls 
in  native  Finnish  costumes  will 
solicit  the  funds. 

Cole  informed  Hoover  that  the 
matter  would  be  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  directors. 


Price  Cutting  in  Berwyn 

Berwyn,  111. — Price  cutting  is  un- 
derway among  the  houses  in  this 
Chicago  suburb.  B  &  K  have  met 
the  competition  at  the  Berwyn  the- 
ater by  cutting  the  matinee  prices 
to  20  cents,  with  evening  admission 
at    30. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Ohio  have  given  it  the  go-by,  it  will 
become  effective  next  Tuesday  in  all 
likelihood,  it  was  learned  yestei'day. 
Eighty  state  houses  have  signed  up. 

While  he  has  received  no  direct 
word  from  the  affiliated  groups,  Pete 
J.  Wood,  ITO  secretary,  says  he 
understands  the  matter  was  discussed 
and  discarded  by  the  circuits  "be- 
cause of  the  fear  that  such  a  cam- 
paign would  call  attention  to  the 
broadcast  of  people  who  now  do  not 
have  any  knowledge  of  it." 

Wood  comments,  "If  this  is  true, 
I  shed  tears  for  the  thinking  ap- 
paratus of  those  executives  who  are 
in  charge  of  the  operation  of  the 
affiliated  theaters." 

He  adds,  "If  the  program  only  had 
a  moderate  number  of  listeners,  I 
would  still  contend  that  our  cam- 
paign would  benefit  the  box  offices  on 
Tuesday  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
we  would  be  constantly  telling  our 
patrons  that  they  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  winning  twice  as  much 
money  by  being  in  a  theater  as 
against  being  at  home.  But  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  Pot  of  Gold 
broadcast  is  up  among  the  first  three 
or  four  in  number  of  listeners,  the 
objection  is  immediately  knocked  to 
pieces." 


With  Illinois  Meat  Co.  as  sponsor, 
new  radio  cash  giveaway  program, 
"Broadcast,"  starts  Monday,  Feb.  19, 
over  five  Mutual  network  stations. 
It's  to  be  a  weekly  quiz,  with  $500  as 
the  prize. 


Frisco  P.  A.  for  Fields 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — On  the  strength  of 
his  excellent  showing  at  a  tryout 
at  the  Los  Angeles  Orpheum,  Stan- 
ley Fields,  of  the  screen,  was  im- 
mediately booked  for  a  week's  en- 
gagement at  the  Golden  Gate  The- 
ater, San  Francisco.  He  contem- 
plates making  a  personal  appear- 
ance tour  of  important  picture  the- 
aters. Before  entering  the  movies 
he  was  a  vaudeville  partner  of 
Frank    Fay. 


Great  States  Books  "Scandals" 

Chicago — Great  States  circuit  has 
booked  George  White's  "Scandals" 
for  its  Springfield  and  Peoria  The- 
aters, besides  Dick  Powell  and  Cab 
Calloway. 

Pagnol's  Pix  at  World 

Marcel  Pagnol's  "The  Baker's 
Wife,"  French  pix,  will  have  its  U. 
S.  premiere  at  the  World  Theater, 
date  still  to  be  set. 


MOTION  TO  INCREASE 
LOEWS  BOARD  FAILS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

with  J.  Robert  Rubin,  general  coun- 
sel, and  David  Bernstein,  treasurer, 
replying  to  inquiries  regardinp^om- 
pany  operation,  put  to  therrcr/'y  a 
small  group  of  stockholders. 

Nominated  for  places  on  the  board, 
in  addition  to  the  present  panel,  were 
Harry  Kirschbaum  and  Ruth  L. 
Kirby,  minority  stockholders.  The 
nominations  were  made  by  Kirsch- 
baum, himself,  who  said  he  repre- 
sented, as  an  attorney,  several 
stockholders.  In  the  final  tabula- 
tion, Kirschbaum  received  votes  rep- 
resenting 1,583  shares,  while  Ruth 
Kirby  polled  383  share  votes.  The 
standing  board  was  re-elected  by 
votes  representing  1,119,668  shares 
of  common  stock  and  68,644  pre- 
ferred shares. 

Kirschbaum  later  said  that  he  had 
not  expected  to  be  elected  but  had 
made  the  nomination  merely  as  a 
protest  against  the  present  manage- 
ment, but  gave  no  reason  for  his  ob- 
jections. 

A  number  of  questions  relative  to 
the  last  financial  statement  were 
asked  by  Raymond  Minkowsky,  who 
said  he  represented  his  father,  a 
stockholder.  Minkowsky,  also,  de 
clined  to  disclose  the  reason  for  the 
questions. 

Minkowsky  asked  for  the  salaries 
of  top  executives.  Other  questions 
concerned  the  recent  stockholders 
suit,  dispensation  of  money  and  the 
necessity  for  large  salaries.  Ques 
tioners  were  told  that  exact  figures 
could  be  obtained  if  they  would  come 
to  the  office  of  the  treasurer. 

Regarding  prospects  for  the  year 
Rubin  told  the  stokholders  that  the 
last  quarter  of  the  calendar  year 
probably  would  not  come  near  the 
revenue  received  during  the  last 
quarter  of  1938  because  of  the  lose 
in  revenue  in  September  and  Octobei 
from  France  and  England.  How- 
ever, he  declared  that  business  waf 
almost  normal  again  in  England 
Bernstein  revealed  that  revenue 
normally  received  from  the  war  zone 
amounted  to  15  per  cent  of  the  tota 
bookings. 

Effect  on  Loew's  of  the  Neeb 
Bill,  if  passed,  would  not  be  great 
Rubin  said,  but  he  believed  it  might 
prove  harmful  to  its  competitors 

Approximately  85  persons  attendee 
the  meeting. 


True  Sentiment 

The  best  traditions  of  the  sea,  which 
prescribe  that  the  Captain  shall  remain 
with  his  ship,  were  brought  to  the  land 
yesterday  by  E.  W.  Hammons  who  re- 
mained with  his  desk  at  the  liquidation 
sale  of  GN's  effects  in  the  Associated 
Press  Building.  He  not  only  purchased 
the  desk,  but  the  other  furniture  which 
graced   his   own   office  of   the  company. 
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Govt  Refused  Writ  to  Halt  Schine  Circuit  Expansion 

ALLIED  PROPOSES  DEFINITE  ARBITRATION  SYSTEM 

House  Neely  Bill  Hearings  May  Start  in  Mid -February 


Full      Interstate      Commerce 

Committee  to  Sit;   Hear 

Proponents  First 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Public  hearing  on 
the  Neely  bill  before  the  full  House 
Interstate  Commerce  Committee  is 
expected  to  get  under  way  about 
mid-February  it  was  learned  yester- 
day. Office  of  Rep.  Clarence  Lea  of 
California,  committee  chairman,  dis- 
closed that  he  planned  to  start  the 
hearings  immediately  after  hearings 
end  on  the  transportation  bill.  Latter 
start  Feb.   1. 

Testimony  of  the  proponents  of 
the  measure  will  be  heard  first  and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


SEG  REPORT  REVEALS 
$5,000,000  WB  LOAN 


New  Warner  financing  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $5,000,000,  borrowed  at  4Y2 
per  cent  on  a  promissory  note  from 
the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.  of  Hartford  on  Dec.  15  last, 
was  disclosed  by  a  SEC  report  made 
public  by  the  New  York  Stock  Ex- 
change. 

The  company  is  to  repay  $250,000 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

NT  Execs  And   Managers 

Set  for  Jan.  29  Meet 


Meeting  of  division  managers  and 
executives  of  National  Theaters  will 
open  in  Los  Angeles  on  Monday, 
Jan.  29  to  run  through  that  week, 
with  the  company  heads  to   discuss 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Walter  Wanger  Elected  Prexy 
of  Motion  Picture  Academy 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Walter  Wanger  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  M.  P. 
Academy  of  Arts  &  Sciences.  Frank 
Capra,  retiring  prexy,  was  appointed 
first     vice-prexy.         Other      officers 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Chicago  May  Get  National  Allied  Convention 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Scene  of  this  year's  national  Allied  convention  appeared  to  be  a  toss- 
up  between  Chicago  and  Detroit  last  night,  following  the  day's  final  session  of  the  or- 
ganization's board  of  directors.  Both  Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois  Allied  leader,  and  Ray 
Branch,  Michigan  Allied  president,  were  said  to  be  bidding  for  the  honor,  with  Chicago 
a  favorite  at  a  late  hour  last  night.  Previously  Detroit  was  the  favored  city.  The  direc- 
tors will  decide  the  question  today. 


Organized  Labor  Propelled  into  Film 
Industry  Politics,  Myers  Tells  Allied 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington- — A  warning  to  organ- 
ized labor  that  it  should  be  careful 
of  the  company  it  keeps  and  the  ex- 
pression of  hope  for  a  workable  arbi- 
tration system  were  highlights  of 
Chairman  Abram  F.  Myers'  annual 
report  to  Allied's  Board  of  Directors 
here  yesterday. 

The  AlMed  executive  also  gave  a 
detailed  account  of  the  organization's 


activities  in  the  Government  suit  and 
the  Neely  bill. 

Organized  support  against  the 
Neely  bill  by  the  A  F  of  L  points  to 
what  Myers  terms  a  "seeming  un- 
holy alliance." 

Said  Myers  to  the  directors:  "Cer- 
tain leaders  have  succeeded  in  pro- 
pelling organized  labor  into  indus- 
try politics  on  the  side  of  the  motion 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Alexander  Film's  Master 
Pact  With  Allied  to  Fade 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — One  of  the  knotty 
problems  reported  tackled  by  Allied's 
national  board,  now  in  session  here, 
results  from  the  action  of  the  Alex- 
ander Film   Co.   in   advising  that  it 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


365  Simultaneous  Dates 

Set  for  "Fighting  69th" 

Warners'  "The  Fighting  69th," 
will  have  365  simultaneous  openings 
the  week  of  Jan.  26,  the  home  office 
reports.  Pix  is  nationally  released 
on  Jan.  27. 

Number  of  simultaneous  dates  will 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Schines  Score  Double  Victory  as  Court 
Denies  U.  S.  Writ,  Orders  Particulars 


Expect  Directors  to  Pass  Reso- 
lution Today  Calling  on 
Distribs.  for  Support 

By  Al  STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Washington — A  definite  plan 
for  the  setting  up  of  an  arbitra- 
tion system  in  the  industry  was 
proposed  here  yesterday  at  the 
annual  Allied  board  of  directors' 
meeting.  While  Allied  leaders  were 
reluctant  to  give  details,  it  was 
learned  reliably  that  the  plan  in- 
volves mainly  disputes  arising  from 
clearance  delays. 

A  resolution  asking  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  distributors  in  the  plan 
is  expected  to  be  adopted  today  as 
well  as  details  of  the  proposed  sys- 

(Continued  on  Page  61 

FINE  ARTS  WILL  BID 
FOR  EDUCAT'L  STUDIO 


Capra-Riskin-UA  Talks 

Expected  In  February 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY  j 

Hollywood — Crystalization  of  any  j 
deal  involving  the  release  of  pro-  J 
ductions  made  by  the  Capra-Riskin 
combine  through  UA  will  probably 
come  after  Feb.  1.  Murray  Silver- 
stone,  UA's  managing  director,  is 
expected  here  from  New  York  about 
that  time. 


By  W.  E.  I.  MARTIN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Buffalo — Schine  Enterprises  scored  I 
two  victories  in  Federal  Court  deci- 1 
sions  issued  by  Judge  John  Knight.    ! 

First,  Judge  Knight  refused  to 
grant  the  Government  a  preliminary  j 
injunction  to  restrain  the  Schines 
from  acquiring  more  theaters  while 
trial  of  the  Government's  anti-trust 
action  was  pending. 

Second,  the  Court  allowed  22  de- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Arriving  yesterday  to  set  up  a 
main  office  in  New  York,  Franklyn 
Warner,  Fine  Arts  president,  dis- 
closed that  he  plans  to  open  his  own 
exchanges  in  every  distribution  cen- 
ter within  two  months,  make  a  bid 
for  the  Educational  studio  and 
equipment  on  the  Coast  and  sign  two 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

RKO  Execs.  To  Confer  With 
Edington  on  '40-41   Product 

Tentative  production  schedule  and 
budget  for  the  1940-41  season  is  on 
the  agenda  of  business  that  RKO 
prexy  George  J.  Schaefer  and  Ned 
E.    Depinet,    vice-president    and    disi 

( Continued  on  Page  6) 

Equity  Interrogatories 
Conference  Resumes  Today 

Conferences  between  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  and  attorneys  for 
the  major  defendants  in  the  equity 
suit  will  be  resumed  today  in  an 
attempt    to    agree    upon    interroga- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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"GWTW"  Doubles  Reading, 
Harrisburg  Receipts  Record 

"Gone  with  the  Wind,"  completing 
its  fourth  and  final  week  at  Loew's, 
Reading,  and  Loew's,  Harrisburg, 
registered  $58,300  for  the  four  weeks 
at  the  former  and  $50,700  for  the 
same  period  in  Harrisburg,  Metro's 
home  office  reported  last  night.  This, 
it  was  said,  almost  doubles  the  best 
previous  record  at  each  house.  Runs 
also  set  record  for  duration. 

At  the  end  of  the  fourth  Broadway 
week,  GWTW's  "take"  at  the  Astor 
was  given  as  $22,700  and  at  the  Cap- 
itol better  than  $80,000.  Week's  biz 
in  other  spots  was  reported  as  $24,- 
000  in  Atlanta,  $80,000  in  Boston  and 
$55,700  in  Los  Angeles.  Pix  is  play- 
ing two  houses  in  two  latter  cities. 

Twelve  more  two-a-day  engage- 
ments for  the  pix  were  set  yester- 
day, bringing  the  total  bookings  to 
127  in  114  cities.    New  dates  are: 

Feb.   1,  Parkway,   Madison,   Wis 
Gateway,   Kenosha,   Wis.;    Venetian 
Racine,  Wis.;  Rex,  Sheboygan,  Wis. 
Feb.    2,    Granada,    Santa    Barbara 
Cal.;  Feb.  8,  Bay,  Green  Bay,  Wis 
Appleton,  Appleton,  Wis.;   Oshkosh 
Oshkosh,    Wis.;    Orpheum,    Phoenix 
Ariz.;  Feb.  10,  Electric,  Springfield 
Mo.;  Feb.  15,  Grand,  Topeka,  Kan 
Feb.  16,  Paramount,  Joplin,  Mo. 


Chicago  —  Sellout  both  at  the 
Oriental  and  Woods  for  the  local 
premiere  of  GWTW  was  reported 
last  night. 


Jewish  Charities  Luncheon 
to  be  Walker  Testimonial 


With  former  Mayor  James  J. 
Walker  as  honor  guest,  John  Golden 
as  chairman  and  George  Jessel  and 
Ben  Bernie  as  toastmasters,  annual 
artists'  luncheon  of  the  Amusement 
Division  of  the  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  Federation  of  Jewish  Phi- 
lanthropies, headed  jointly  by  David 
Bernstein  and  Maj.  Albert  Warner, 
will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Astor  a 
week  from  tomorrow.  Attendance 
of  more  than  250  is  expected. 

Golden's  luncheon  committee  has 
as  vice-chairmen,  Barney  Balaban, 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Jack  Cohn,  Will 
Hays,  David  Sarnoff,  George  J. 
Schaefer,  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck  and  Murray 
Silverstone. 

Committee  on  arrangements  in- 
cludes: Phil  Baker,  Irving  Berlin, 
Eddie  Cantor,  Eddie  Duchin,  Benny 
Goodman,  Max  Gordon,  Will  Hays, 
William  Klein,  Abe  Lastfogel,  Arthur 
Loew,  Sam  T.  Lyons,  Arthur  Mur- 
ray, William  Morris,  Jr.,  Charles 
O'Reilly,  Walter  Reade,  Herman  Rob- 
bins,  Billy  Rose,  J.  Robert  Rubin, 
Marvin  Schenck  and  Lee  Shubert. 
B.  S.  Moss  is  treasurer. 


Paramount  to  Build  New 

Exchange  in  St.  Louis 


Paramount  will  erect  a  new  $75,000 
exchange  building  in  St.  Louis.  Site 
has  been  acquired  at  Olive  St.  and 
Garrison   Ave. 


RKO  Allowance  Held  Up 
Until  All  Requests  Are  In 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy 
yesterday  indicated  at  a  hearing  on 
the  application  of  the  Chemical  Bank 
&  Trust  Co.  for  an  allowance  of 
$43,091  for  services  in  the  RKO 
proceedings  that  he  would  hold  up 
the  application  until  all  other  parties 
apply  for  final  allowances.  The 
bank's  attorneys,  Wright,  Gordon, 
Zachry  and  Parlin,  at  the  same  hear 
ing,  asked  for  $25,000,  and  George 
W.  Alger,  special  master,  asked  for 
an  unspecified  sum. 

Difficulty  arose  when  the  bank 
indicated  unwillingness  to  surrender 
securities  of  RKO  without  first  be- 
ing paid.  Judge  Bondy  suggested 
that  the  trustee  hold  as  security  a 
sum  equal  to  the  amount  sought 
until  decision  has  been  made  on  the 
applications.  Alger,  who  has  here- 
tofore received  two  allowances  to- 
taling $34,500,  stated  that  he  wished 
the  Court  to  fix  the  amount.  At- 
torneys present  joined  in  praise  of 
Alger's  work  in  passing  on  the  plan. 
Marland  Gale,  representative  of  the 
SEC,  stated  that  the  commission 
would  study  all  applications  for  final 
allowances  and  make  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Court. 


Nat'l  Board  of  Review 

Conference  on  Feb.  1-3 


Sixteenth  annual  conference  of  the 
National  Board  of  Review  of  Mo- 
tion Pictures  will  be  held  at  the 
Hotel  Pennsylvania  Feb.  1-3,  it  was 
announced  yesterday. 

First  day's  program  calls  for  dis- 
cussion of  community  motion  pic- 
ture activities,  part  one  of  a  pro- 
gram, "Fifty  Years  of  Films"  and 
a  meeting  with  the  movie  course  at 
New  York  University  at  which  there 
will  be  a  screening  and  an  address. 

On  the  second  day,  there  will  be 
a  meeting  with  a  review  committee, 
part  two  of  the  "Fifty  Years  of 
Films"  and,  at  night,  a  showing  of 
selected  early  pix  at  the  Museum  of 
Modern  Art  Film  Library. 

Conference's  final  day  will  be 
marked  by  a  junior  session  and  the 
25th  annual  luncheon  at  which  Dr. 
A.  A.  Brill,  prexy,  will  preside. 


Cooper  Named  Acting  Film 
Commissioner  for  Canada 


Montreal — W.  D.  Euler,  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Commerce,  announced 
yesterday  the  appointment  of  Col. 
John  A.  Cooper  of  Toronto  by  the 
National  Film  Board  to  serve  as 
Acting  Film  Commissioner  during 
the  three-month  absence  of  John 
Grierson,  Film  Commissioner.  Grier- 
son  leaves  shortly  for  a  trip  to  Aus- 
tralia. Colonel  Cooper  is  president 
of  the  MPDEA  of  Canada. 

Euler  also  announced  L.  W.  Brock- 
ington  of  Winnipeg,  counsellor  to 
the  War  Committee  of  the  Cabinet, 
had  accepted  an  invitation  to  serve 
as  special  adviser  to  the  Film  Board 
during  Grierson 's  absence. 


comiriG  MID  G0MG 


GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER  and  NED  E.  DEPINET 
are  scheduled  to  leave  for  the  Coast  tomorrow 
night. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic  prexy,  left  for 
Richmond,  Va.,  last  night,  returning  hete  via 
Boston   where   he  will   hold   a   sales   meet/  _, 

SPYROS  SKOURAS  goes  to  the  Coast  next 
week. 

JAMES  ROOSEVELT  leaves  Hollywood  today 
for  a  business  trip  to  San  Francisco,  Seattle 
and   Portland. 

BRYAN  FOY  has  returned  to  the  Warner 
studios   after   a    vacation    in   Texas   and    Florida. 

A.  MONTAGUE  and  RUBE  JACKTER  of  Colum- 
bia return  to  New  York  about  Feb.  1  from  a 
series  of  sales  meetings  in  the  West. 

SAM  BISCHOFF  is  in  Miami. 

ERROL    FLYNN    is   at   the   Waldorf. 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  arrives  here  Saturday 
from    the   Coast. 

ONA  MUNSON  arrives  here  this  morning  from 
Hollywood. 

MIRIAM   HOPKINS  is  here  for  a  vacation. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  sales  manager  for  Film 
Alliance,    has   returned   from   a   nation-wide   trip. 

EDDIE  SOUHAMI,  of  N.  Y.  Allied,  left  here 
last    night    for   upstate    New    York. 

GENE  AUTRY  arrives  in  Washington  Monday 
from   the  Coast. 

FRED  OTHMAN,  United  Press;  HUB  KEAVY, 
Associated  Press;  HAROLD  HEFFERNAN,  North 
American  Newspaper  Alliance;  SIDNEY  SKOLSKY, 
Hollywood  columnist  for  the  New  York  Post; 
JAMES  STARR,  of  the  Los  Angeles  Herald-Ex- 
press; HARRY  FRIEDMAN,  International  News; 
PAUL  HARRISON,  NEA;  WILLIAM  WILKER- 
SON,  Hollywood  Reporter;  ARTHUR  UNCAR, 
Variety  HARRY  MINES,  Los  Angeles  Daily  News: 
ED  SULLIVAN,  Hollywood  columnist  for  the 
New  York  Daily  News;  HARRY  CROCKER,  King 
Features  Syndicate;  RALPH  JORDAN,  Interna- 
tional News;  SHEILA  GRAHAM,  North  American 
Newspaper  Alliance;  E.  V.  DURLING,  Hearst 
Syndicate,  and  DICK  POLLARD,  Life  Magazine, 
fly  here  next  week  in  a  chartered  plane  to  be 
guests  of  the  Sixty-Ninth  Regiment  at  its 
reunion  dinner,  at  which  time  Warners'  "The 
Fighting    69th"    will    be    shown. 

The  PHILIP  SASLAUS  of  the  Fishman  Theater 
circuit  left  New  Haven  for  a  Florida  vacation 
yesterday.  Mrs.  Saslau  is  recuperating  from 
automobile    accident    injuries    received    last    fall. 


Stahl  Heads  for  New  York; 
To  Talk  UA  Release  Deal 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — John  M.  Stahl,  pro- 
ducer-director, left  here  yesterday 
for  New  York,  where  he  expects  to 
confer  with  UA  home  office  execs, 
on  a  deal  by  terms  of  which,  if 
mutually  agreed  upon,  he  will  re- 
lease reportedly  five  to  eight  pix 
over  a  span  of  the  next  three  years 
through  that   company. 


lest   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

JANUARY   18 

Oliver   Hardy 

Frank   Harling 

Bruce   Guerin 
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SAYS  LABOR  FORGED 
INTO  PIX  POLITICS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

picture  trust.  How  this  came  about 
can  only  be  surmised  .  .  .  but  I  want 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  use  be- 
ing made  of  the  unions — not  only 
those  connected  with  the  motion  pic- 
ture business  but  all  affiliated  with 
A  F  of  L — in  fighting  the  Neely 
Bill." 

Myers  contended  that  this  policy 
would  not  commend  itself  to  the 
American  public  which,  on  the  whole, 
is  most  sympathetic  to  organized 
labor. 

In  regard  to  arbitration,  Myers 
asked  the  board  to  give  the  subject 
its  earnest  consideration.  He  said 
that  the  arbitration  clauses  of  the 
proposed  Code  had  met  with  his  ap- 
proval, except  for  a  few  details,  but 
that  the  distributors  had  insisted 
that  their  Code  was  final  and  that 
it  must  be  accepted  in  its  entirety. 

"And  they  have  not,  either  direct- 
ly or  through  their  affiliated  chains," 
Myers  said,  "left  the  door  open  for 
the  adjustment  of  such  disputes  by 
fair  arbitration." 

When  Grad  Sears  announced  the 
policies  which  Warner  Bros,  would 
observe,  Myers  said  he  hoped  ethers 
would  follow  suit  or  even  improve 
upon  the  Warner  formula.  Nothing 
would  prevent  all  companies  from 
modifying  their  selling  policies  and 
practices  in  the  interest  of  fairness 
and  justice,  he  declared.  It  is  still 
not  too  late  for  the  distributors  to 
afford  exhibitors,  without  a  Code,  a 
substantial  part  of  the  relief  which 
they  professed  to  be  willing  to  grant 
under  a  Code,  Myers  added. 


UA  Cold  to  "Show  Window" 
In  the  Broadway  Area 

Published  reports  that  UA  is  con- 
sidering obtaining  a  Broadway  area 
theater,  which  the  company  could 
use  as  a  so-called  "show  window" 
here  for  its  product,  were  disavowed 
yesterday  by  channels  well  informed 
on  company   affairs. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  UA's  policy 
is  to  "sell  wherever  it  wants  to  sell" 
for  Broadway  first-run.  The  choicest 
houses,  it  was  added,  have  consistent- 
ly afforded  outlets  for  UA  product, 
including  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall, 
Capitol,   Roxy,    and   Rivoli. 

Col.  Renews  With  Brahm 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — John  Brahm,  director, 
has  had  his  option  renewed  by  Co- 
lumbia   for    another    year. 


Muni  to  Stay  East? 

Whi!e  Warners  has  a  Beethoven  bi- 
ographical pix  tentatively  slated  as  a 
Paul  Muni  starrer,  it  was  reported  yes- 
terday that  the  actor  may  elect  to 
remain  on  Broadway  next  season.  Now 
appearing  in  the  Playwrights'  Company's 
"Key  Largo,"  Muni  may  be  seen  for 
the  same  group  in  a  play  by  S.  N. 
Behrman  or  Robert  E.  Sherwood,  it  is 
said. 


▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     ATTENTION.  San  Antonio You  have  a  rival For 

from  Arthur   Spaeth motion   picture   critic   of   the   Cleveland  News 

comes  the  belated  report that   his   readers  also  scored    100 

per  cent in  the  News — local  "Ten  Best"  poll held  in  conjunc- 
tion with   THE  FILM  DAILY'S   national   symposium Total   oi   5.312 

readers  cast  ballots and  when  they  were  tallied here's  the 

way   the   winning   pictures   finished "Goodbye.    Mr.    Chips."    "Mr. 

Smith  Goes  to  Washington,"  "Dark  Victory."  "Pygmalion,"  "Wuthering 
Heights."  "Juarez,"  "Wizard  of  Oz."    "Stanley    and    Livingstone,"    "The 

Women,"  "The  Old  Maid" Incidentally,   Pearl  Bryant winner 

of  the  $50  first  award  in  Spaeth's  poll picked  all  ten although 

her  first  choice  was "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington" Comes 

the   1940   poll we'd  like   to   see San   Antonio's   Mary    Louise 

Walliser  and  Cleveland's  Arthur  Spaeth pit  their  readers   against 

each  other in  a  special  competition 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     AS  was  to   be  expected critics  and  reviewers 

throughout  the  country are  performing  post  mortems 

on  the  results  of  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  18th  poll  and  their  own 

contests and  then  drawing  their  own   conclusions 

F'rinstance,  Miss  Walliser  notes "If  you  will  look  at  the  list 

of  winning  pictures you  will  notice  that  of  the  10 four 

are  out-and-out  tragedies three  are  pictures  with  a  decidedly 

serious  tone  enlivened  by  touches  of  comedy  or  adventure 

one    is   a  fantasy one   is   a   biting   satire   on   the   foibles    of 

femininity and   only   one,   "Pygmalion,"   with   its   satirical 

undertones has  a  serious  problem  of  class-consciousness   as 

its   fundamental   theme So,   also,    have    "The   Women"   and 

"The  Wizard  of  Oz" despite  the  multitude  of  comedy   lines 

written  into  their  scripts" 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     WHILE    the    correspondence    in    connection    with    the    1939 

"Ten   Best" generally   reflected    a   healthy    newspaper   interest    in 

films there  were  some  letters  with  disquieting  disclosures 

The  managing  editor  of  one  leading  paper  in  the  Southwest wrote 

that  he  didn't  feel  that  his  paper  could  cast  a  ballot "solely   for 

the  reason  that  no  member  of  the  staff  has  been  able to  attend 

enough  pictures  this  year  to  vote  intelligently" The   editor  of   an 

important  New  England  daily  wrote  to  the  same  effect These  in- 
stances are   exceptions,  of  course But  they  point  to  a  weak   link 

in  the  industry -newspaper  armor,  so  to  speak 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     IN  analyzing  the  pictures  numbered  among  the  "Ten 

Best" it  was  pointed  out  that  one  alone was  produced 

from  an  original  story Originals  make  a  much  better  show- 
ing  it  is  intriguing  to  note when  the  analytical  spotlight 

is  turned  upon  the  49  pictures which  comprise  the  1939 

Honor  Roll Twenty-two   of  the  49   stemmed  from   originals 

while  19  were  adapted  from  books  and  published  stories. . . . 

and  eight  were  "translated"  from  stage  offerings 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     THERE  will  be  cocktails  at  the  River  Club 52nd  Street 

and  the   East  River at   5   o'clock   this   afternoon with   United 

Artists,  the  host,  honoring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernst  Lubitsch ....  and  Miss  Ingrid 
Bergman,  Selznick  International's  young  star 

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     YOU  can  always  depend  upon  Hollywood to  take 

the  day's  grave  issues  in  its  stride A  thought  which  stems 

from  C.  N.  Odell's  Paramount  press  release  yesterday disclos- 
ing that  Jerry  Colonna  has  been  duly  selected  as  Hollywood's 
"Oomph  Man" 


WRIT  TO  HALT  SCHINE 
EXPANSION  DENIED 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

mands  in  the  Schine  application  for 
a  bill  of  particulars,  and  gave  40 
days,  after  service,  to  answer  the 
new  bill. 

Judge  Knight's  decision,  ceve^  ng 
18  pages,  said  he  could  see  no  rea- 
son why  acquisition  of  more  the- 
aters would  cause  serious  embarrass- 
ment to  the  Government,  remarking: 

"The  greater  loss  threatens  the 
defendant  if  more  theaters  are  ac- 
quired." 

The  rulings  have  been  under  con- 
sideration since  last  September  when 
arguments  were  heard  on  the  injunc- 
tion application  in  the  suit  charg- 
ing Schine  Enterprises,  and  individ- 
uals, and  film  distributors  with  com- 
bining to  restrain  interstate  com- 
merce, in  violation  of  the  Sherman 
Act. 

Another  remark  by  Judge  Knight 
which  was  regarded  as  significant 
was  his  declaration  that  he  could 
see  no  reason  why  "this  matter  can- 
not be  brought  into  court  for  trial 
very  soon." 


Salesman,  Branch  and  District 
Mgrs.  Promoted  in  WB  Shifts 

Promotions  in  the  Warner  sales 
staff  made  by  Gradwell  L.  Sears, 
general  sales  manager,  raise  Homer 
Hissey,  San  Francisco  salesman,  to 
branch  manager  at  Memphis  in  place 
of  O.  W.  Williamson  shifted  to 
Kansas   City  as  branch  manager. 

Other  shifts  make  W.  E.  Calla- 
way, West  Coast  district  manager, 
Los  Angeles  branch  manager  in 
place  of  Jack  Brower,  resigned. 
Henry  Herbel  is  shifted  from  Chi- 
cago as  Mid\west  district  manager 
to  Los  Angeles  as  West  Coast  dis- 
trict manager,  while  Rud  Lohrenz 
is  moved  up  from  Prairie  district 
manager  at  Kansas  City,  to  succeed 
Herbel  at  Chicago  as  Midwest  dis- 
trict manager.  James  Winn,  Kansas 
City  branch  manager,  becomes 
Prairie  district  manager  at  Kansas 
City. 


WB   Cocktail   Party 

Warner  Bros,  are  tossing  a  cock- 
tail party  in  honor  of  Errol  Flynn, 
Miriam  Hopkins  and  William  Dieterle 
tomorrow  afternoon,  five  to  seven,  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria's  Janssen  Suite. 


': 


Teamwork! 

Four  UA  salesmen  were  reported  by 
the  home  office  yesterday  to  have 
reached  the  100  per  cent-mark,  and, 
as  a  result  of  having  attained  their  full 
potential  of  contracts,  are  now  aiding 
their  fellow  exchange  salesmen  to  bag 
their  full  quotas.  Edward  Ashkins  and 
Ray  Wylie,  of  the  St.  Louis  exchange, 
which  is  in  Jack  Coldhar's  district;  and 
Al  Hoffman,  in  the  Denver  exchange, 
and  Joe  Solomon,  Salt  Lake  City  ex- 
change, both  in  Ben  Fish's  district,  com- 
prise the  quartette  of  100  percenters 
who  are  looking  for  more  fields  to  con- 
quer. 


• 


Thursday,  January  18,  1940 


DAILY 


\-   :<  REVIEWS  OF  THE  I1EUJ  flLfllS  Ik  :< 


"The  Invisible  Man 
Returns" 

with   Sir   Cedric   Hardwicke,   Vincent   Price, 

Nan  Grey 
Univejyl  81  Mins. 

,     W_     D  AND   CREEBY   THRILLER  WILL 
GIVE~7HE  MYSTERY   FANS  A  WALLOP. 

As  a  sequel  to  the  well  remembered, 
"The  Invisible  Man,"  this  new  Universal 
mystery  meller  will  give  any  audience  a 
thrill.  Picture  has  all  the  necessary  in- 
gredients for  a  good  mystery  yarn,  plus  the 
unusual  central  character  who  disappears 
and  re-appears  before  your  eyes  due  to  a 
secret  formula.  The  same  peculiar  doings 
that  distinguished  the  first  picture  have 
been  incorporated  in  this  one,  with  the 
novelty  of  the  character  still  a  bright  at- 
traction. Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  Vincent 
Price,  the  vanishing  man,  Nan  Grey,  John 
Sutton  and  Cecil  Kellaway  are  cast  in  the 
principal  roles.  Director  Joe  May  keeps 
the  picture  suspenseful  and  actionful  right 
to  a  rousing  climax.  Price,  sentenced  to 
die  for  the  murder  of  his  brother,  is  aided 
by  John  Sutton,  possessor  of  the  secret 
formula,  to  escape.  Price  follows  up  a 
clue  which  leads  him  to  Alan  Napier,  a 
miner  who  is  suddenly  promoted  to  the 
job  of  superintendent.  He  scares  Napier 
(nto  confessing  that  he  had  been  promoted 
to  the  job  by  Hardwicke,  the  real  mur- 
derer, because  of  what  he  knew.  Price 
tries  to  force  Hardwicke  into  confessing, 
but  he  runs  into  the  street.  Kellaway,  a 
oolice  inspector,  has  Hardwicke's  house 
surrounded,  but  Price  again  escapes.  He 
trails  Hardwicke  to  a  coal  escalator  and 
he  two  men  get  in,  but  not  before  the 
jolice  manage  to  hit  Price  with  pistol 
;hots.  However,  the  coal  car  overturns, 
Hardwicke  confesses  his  guilt  before  he 
lies,  and  Price  is  restored  to  visibility  and 
ibility  to  embrace  his  sweetheart,  Miss 
arey.  Plenty  of  credit  is  also  due  cam- 
eraman Milton  Krasner  for  his  fine  trick 
ihotography. 

CAST:  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  Vincent 
'rice,  John  Sutton,  Nan  Grey,  Cecil  Kella- 
jvay,  Alan  Napier,  Forrester  Harvey,  Ivan 
impson,  E.  Fielding,  F.  Robinson,  H.  Stubbs. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Kenneth 
loldsmith;  Director,  Joe  May;  Screenplay, 
lurt  Siodmak  and  Lester  Cole;  Story,  Kurt 
.iodmak  and  Joe  May;  Suggested  by  an 
\.  C.  Wells  novel;  Cameraman,  Milton 
Irasner. 

DIRECTION,      Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 


Asks  Lenrose  Suit  Dismissal 

Application  for  the  dismissal  of 
he  $150,000  treble  damage  anti- 
rust  suit  of  Lenrose  Amusement 
k>rp.  was  filed  in  the  Federal  Court 
esterday  by  20th-Fox  Film  Corp. 
)ismissal  will  be  asked  on  Jan.  26 
or  failure  to  state  a  cause  of  ac- 
ion.  Plaintiff,  the  owner  of  an  in- 
ependent  theater  in  Newark,  has 
led  action  against  all  majors  and 
he  MPPDA. 


IN.  Y.  Allied  Unit  Huddles 

N.  Y.  Allied's  regional  unit  met 
l  the  New  Amsterdam  Theater 
building  yesterday  afternoon,  with 
roceedings  reported   as   "routine." 


'He  Married  His  Wife"    "Santa  Fe  Marshal" 


with  Joel   McCrea,  Nancy  Kelly 

20th-Fox  83    Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

GAY  FUNFEST  PACKS  MANY  A  LAUGH 
AND  SHOULD  SATISFY  ALL  AUDIENCES. 

This  is  a  gay  funfest,  with  the  laughs 
coming  fast  and  furious.  Roy  Del  Ruth 
has  piloted  the  fun  expertly  and  has  over- 
looked no  bets  in  the  handling  of  the  com- 
edy situations.  Joel  McCrea  delivers  a 
splendid  performance,  while  Nancy  Kelly, 
cast  for  the  first  time  in  a  comedy  role, 
tops  all  her  previous  work.  Mary  Boland 
has  a  field  day,  as  a  muchly  married 
socialite,  and  Cesar  Romero  gives  the  doings 
a  lift  as  a  Casanova  from  South  America. 
Roland  Young,  of  course,  is  good  as  Mc- 
Crea's  attorney,  and  Lyle  Talbot  does  ex- 
ceedingly well  as  a  dim-witted  su.tor,  who 
almost  wins  Nancy,  who  is  not  in  love 
with  him.  Sam  Hellman,  Darrell  Ware, 
Lynn  Starling  and  John  O'Hara  turned  in 
a  sparkling  screenplay,  based  on  the  orig- 
inal story  by  Erna  Lazarus  and  Scott  Darl- 
ing. To  Raymond  Griffith  goes  credit  as 
associate  producer.  Joel  is  so  devoted  to 
horses  that  his  wife  Nancy  wins  a  divorce 
from  him,  although  they  are  still  in  love 
with  each  other.  Joel  wearies  of  paying 
monthly  alimony  to  Nancy  and  hopes  she 
will  remarry,  thus  freeing  him  from  the 
payments.  He  has  decided  that  she  should 
marry  dull,  safe  Talbot,  but  when  the 
very  ardent  Romero,  who  wants  to  play 
Romeo  to  Nancy's  Juliet,  comes  along, 
Joel's  old  love  flames  anew.  Atter  many 
very  amusing  complications  Joel  and  Nancy 
are  re-wed,  with  a  radio  account  of  a 
horse  race  conflicting  with  the  marriage 
and  closing  the  picture  on  a  gay  note. 

CAST:  Joel  McCrea,  Nancy  Kelly,  Ro- 
land Young,  Mary  Boland,  Cesar  Romero, 
Mary  Healy,  Lyle  Talbot,  Elisha  Cook,  Jr., 
Barnett  Parker,  Harry  Hayden,  Charles  Wil- 
son, Charles  D.  Brown,  Spencer  Charters, 
Leyland    Hodgson,    William    Edmunds. 

CREDITS:  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  in  Charge  of 
Production;  Associate  Producer,  Raymond 
Griffith;  Director,  Roy  Del  Ruth;  Authors, 
Erna  Lazarus  and  Scott  Darling;  Screenplay, 
Sam  Hellman,  Darrell  Ware,  Lynn  Starling, 
John  O'Hara;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Palmer, 
ASC;  Art  Directors,  Richard  Day,  Joseph  C. 
Wright;  Editor,  James  B.  Clark;  Sound, 
Barnard  Freericks,  Roger  Heman;  Musical 
Director,   David    Buttolph. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


AGVA  Names  8  to  Board 

Appointment  of  eight  actor  mem- 
bers of  AGVA  to  the  union's  na- 
tional board  was  approved  yester- 
day afternoon  at  a  board  meeting 
of  the  4  A's.  Dave  Fox,  Charles 
Arno,  Arthur  Ward,  Phil  Irving, 
Jack  Guilford,  Ernie  Mack,  Billy 
Gason  and  Sam  Kramer  are  the  new 
national  board  members.  Today  the 
nominating  committee  will  start 
work  on  a  slate  of  officers  which 
will  be  voted  on  by  the  local  union. 


Loew's  to  Pay  $1.62]/2 

Regular  quarterly  dividend  of 
$1.62%  per  share  has  been  declared 
on  the  Loew's,  Inc.,  preferred  stock. 
Dividend  is  payable  on  Feb.  15. 


with  William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden, 

Marjorie    Rambeau 

Paramount  65  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

HOPALONG  CASSIDY  WITH  MANY  RE- 
FRESHING TWISTS  BOUND  TO  PLEASE 
AUDIENCES. 

Harry  Sherman's  newest  offering  has 
many  refreshing  twists  and  maintains  the 
high  average  of  the  "Hopalong  Cassidys." 
William  Boyd  does  his  usual  sincere,  con- 
vincing work,  while  that  splendid  trouper, 
Marjorie  Rambeau,  is  a  very  valuable  mem- 
ber of  the  cast.  Earl  Hodgins  as  a  talkative 
medicine  show  operator  and  Britt  Wood, 
also  with  the  medicine  show,  furnish  the 
comedy — and  do  a  good  job.  Russell  Hayden 
does  his  usual  good  work  as  Boyd's  partner, 
while  Kenneth  Harlan,  William  Fagan  and 
George  Anderson  furnish  much  of  the  vil- 
lainy. Bernadine  Hayes  does  nice  work  as 
Hodgins'  daughter,  who  travels  with  the 
show.  Director  Lesley  Selander  has  blend- 
ed the  action  and  comedy  effectively.  Har- 
rison Jacobs  deserves  much  praise  for  his 
screenplay.  Jack  Rockwell,  a  mine  opera- 
tor and  an  old  friend  of  Boyd,  is  afraid  to 
ship  $15,000  worth  of  silver,  because  of 
a  gang  operating  in  his  district.  Unknown 
to  him,  kind,  tender,  old  Marjorie  Rambeau 
is  the  real  brains  of  the  gang.  Boyd,  who 
attaches  himself  to  Hodgins'  show  finally 
gains  the  confidence  of  Miss  Rambeau  and 
poses  as  an  ex-convict.  He  leads  Marjorie 
and  her  men  to  the  silver,  but  Marjorie, 
who  had  overheard  Hayden  disclose  Boyd's 
identity,  has  Boyd  and  Rockwell  tied  up  and 
left  to  be  burned  to  death  in  a  shack. 
Hayden  rides  to  the  rescue  of  Boyd  and 
Rockwell,  and  Marjorie  and  her  gang  are 
soon  brought  to  justice. 

CAST:  William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden, 
Marjorie  Rambeau,  Bernadine  Hayes,  Earl 
Hodgins,  Britt  Wood,  Kenneth  Harlan,  Wil- 
liam Pagan,  George  Anderson,  Jack  Rock- 
well, Eddie  Dean. 

CREDIT:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  Asso- 
ciate Producer,  Joseph  W.  Engel;  Director, 
Lesley  Selander;  Based  on  characters  created 
by  Clarence  E.  Mulford;  Screenplay,  Har- 
rison Jacobs;  Cameraman,  Russell  Harlan; 
Art  Director,  Lewis  Rachmil;  Editor,  Sher- 
man A.  Rose;  Musical  Score,  John  Leipold; 
Sound,  Charles  Althouse. 

DIRECTION,  Effective.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 

Grainger  at  Va.  Exhib.  Meet 

James  R.  Grainger,  Republic's 
president,  left  New  York  last  night 
for  Richmond,  Va.,  to  attend  today's 
session  of  the  Winter  convention  of 
the  Virginia  State  Exhibitors.  From 
Richmond,  Grainger  will  go  directly 
to  Boston  to  be  present  at  the  sales 
meeting  to  be  held  there  tomorrow 
and  Saturday.  Conclave  will  em- 
brace the  Boston  and  New  Haven 
offices'   personnel. 


Harry  Putnam  Dead 

Halifax,  N.  S. — Harry  Putnam,  61, 
identified  with  local  theaters  for  45 
years  and  operator  of  an  advertising 
distribution  service  for  all  houses 
here  for  the  last  nine  years,  died 
suddenly. 


"Congo  Maisie" 

with    Ann    Sothern.    John    Carroll,    Rita 

Johnson 

Metro  70   Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

DOMESTIC  DRAMA  AGAINST  AN  AF- 
RICAN SETTING  HAS  SNAPPY  DIALOGUE 
AND  HEAVY  LAUGH  TOTAL. 

This  is  a  good  follow  up  on  "Maisie" 
and  will  make  many  new  fans  for  Ann 
Sothern.  She  is  well  nigh  perfect  in  the 
role  of  the  girl,  who  was  born  "on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  tracks,"  but  who  has  a 
swell  set  of  ideals.  Her  delivery  of  the 
snappy  dialogue  should  win  a  heavy  total 
of  laughs,  a  few  of  them  being  of  the 
belly  variety,  in  any  type  theater.  Playing 
opposite  her  is  John  Carroll,  who,  given 
his  first  major  company  role  in  a  few 
years,  delivers  solidly.  Shepperd  Strud- 
wicke,  a  newcomer  to  the  screen,  does  con- 
vincing work,  while  Rita  Johnson  is  capable 
and  attractive.  Henry  C.  Potter  turns  in 
a  good  directorial  job,  and  J.  Walter  Ruben 
deserves  much  praise  as  associate  producer. 
Mary  McCall,  Jr.,  supplied  a  very  enter- 
taining screenplay.  Ann,  an  American 
showgirl,  stranded  in  Africa,  and  Carroll 
are  the  only  passengers  on  a  river  steam- 
boat. A  boiler  explosion  disables  the  craft, 
and  they  get  shelter  in  a  rubber  company's 
medical  station,  which  is  in  charge  of 
Strudwicke,  who  is  married  to  Rita  John- 
son. Carroll  had  operated  the  hospital  for 
five  years,  but  had  given  up  his  practice 
of  medicine  to  run  a  rubber  plantation. 
Carroll  makes  a  play  for  Rita,  who  is  lonely, 
but  Ann,  hating  to  see  Rita's  marriage 
wrecked,  intervenes.  She  induces  Carroll 
to  operate  on  Strudwicke,  who  is  critically 
ill  with  appendicitis.  Carroll's  outlook 
changes  and  he  agrees  to  take  over  the 
station,  relieving  Strudwicke  and  Rita, 
who  want  to  return  to  the  United  States. 
Of  course,  Carroll  and  Ann  agree  to  marry. 

CAST:  Ann  Sothern,  John  Carroll,  Rita 
Johnson,  Shepperd  Strudwicke,  J.  M.  Ker- 
rigan, E.  E.  Clive,  Everett  Brown,  Tom 
Fadden,  Lionel  Pape,  Nathan  Curry,  Leonard 
Mudie,    Martin    Wilkins,    Ernest   Whitman. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  J.  Walter  Ruben; 
Director,  Henry  C.  Potter;  Based  on  novel, 
"Congo  Landing,"  by  Wilson  Collison; 
Screenplay,  Mary  McCall,  Jr.;  Cameraman, 
Charles  Lawton;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gib- 
bons; Associate,  Gabriel  Scognamillo;  Edi- 
tor, Fredrick  Y.  Smith;  Musical  Score,  Ed- 
ward Ward. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Film  Alliance  Readies  Two; 
Books  Three  With  FWC 


Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  will 
release  "Face  Behind  the  Scar"  on 
Jan.  25  and  "Suicide  Squad"  on  Feb. 
10. 

Deals  have  been  completed  with 
FWC  for  "Bombs  Over  London," 
"The  Challenge"  and  "Torpedoed," 
Norman  Elson,  sales  manager,  re- 
ported on  his  return  yesterday  from 
a  swing  around  key  spots.  The 
Popkin  circuit  has  contracted  for 
the  entire  1939-40  season's  output, 
he  also  stated. 
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START  HOUSE  NEELY 
HEARINGS  IN  FEBRUARY 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  opponents  will  be  asked  not  to 
appeal-  until  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  are  finished.  Prospective  wit- 
nesses should  contact  the  committee 
clerk  and  inform  him  of  their  wil- 
lingness or  desire  to  testify  either 
for  or  against  the  bill.  Witnesses 
will  be  given  ample  notice  of  the 
time  for  their  appearances. 

Allied  leaders  here,  advised  of  the 
committee's  plans,  said  they  believe 
that  if  hearings  should  end  by  March 
1  that  the  bill  should  reach  the  floor 
of  the  house  between  April  1  and  15. 


Walter  Wanger  Elected  Prexy 
of  Motion  Picture  Academy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

elected  were:  Edward  Arnold,  sec- 
ond vice-prexy;  Robert  Riskin,  sec- 
retary; John  Allberg,  treasurer; 
Donald  Gledhill,  executive  secretary. 

Wanger  plans  to  continue  the 
broad,  liberal,  independent  policies 
initiated  by  Capra's  administration. 
The  Academy  is  now  in  its  thirteenth 
year. 

"The  8,500  creative  artists  in  Hol- 
lywood and  the  85,000,000  weekly 
theater  audience  of  the  United 
States  have  more  in  common  than 
entertainment,"  Wanger  pointed  out. 
"The  screen  is  the  greatest  single 
social  influence,  expanding  as  well 
as  interpreting  the  American  way 
of  living  to  the  whole  world.  There 
should  be  a  closer  understanding  be- 
tween creators  and  their  audience. 
The  Academy  is  the  only  institution 
in  which  actor,  director,  writer,  tech- 
nician and  producer  member  func- 
tion as  individuals  irrespective  of 
their  economic  or  studio  affiliations 
and  it  should,  and  will,  attempt  to 
present  to  the  world  their  ideas  and 
ideals  with  frankness  and  authority." 

The  Academy's  board  of  directors, 
who  elected  the  new  officers,  praised 
Capra  for  his  work  as  president  dur- 
ing four  trying  years. 


NT  Execs  And   Managers 

Set  for  Jan.  29  Meet 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

operating  policies  for  the  coming 
year.  Spyros  Skouras  and  a  group 
of  home  office  executives  will  travel 
to  the  Coast  for  the  meeting.  All 
phases  of  operation  and  policy  will 
be    discussed. 

In  addition  to  Spyros  Skouras, 
William  Powers,  Edward  Zabel, 
Harry  Cox  and  Peter  Levathes  will 
attend  from  the  home  office.  Charles 
Skouras,  currently  here,  is  expected 
to  go  to  the  Coast  with  the  party 
when  it  leaves  the  middle  of  next 
week.  Division  managers  who  will 
attend,  in  addition  to  Coast  ex- 
ecutives, include  Elmer  Rhoden,  Mid- 
west; H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Milwaukee; 
Rick  Ricketson,  Intermountain;  Arch 
Bowles,  Northern  California,  and 
Frank  Newman,  Northwest. 


Expect  Allied  to  Retain  Present  Officers 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Members  of  Allied's  nominating  committee  indicated  last  night  that 
they  contemplated  no  changes  in  the  present  slate  of  officers.  This  means  that  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  president,  and  all  officers  would  be  returned  to  their  posts.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  said  unofficially  that  Marrin  Smith  was  a  strong  possibility  for  the 
presidency. 


RKO  Execs.  To  Confer  With  Alexander  Film's  Master 
Edington  on  '40-41   Product         Pact  With  Allied  to  Fade 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tribution  head,  will  discuss  with 
Harry  E.  Edington,  studio  produc- 
tion head,  and  other  Coast  executives 
when  they  arrive  there  next  week. 
They  are  scheduled  to  leave  for  the 
Coast  Friday  night. 

Schaefer  is  currently  conferring 
here  with  Orson  Welles  on  plans  for 
his  first  RKO  production,  and  may 
huddle  with  Max  Gordon  and  Harry 
Goetz  on  a  production  budget  for 
"The  American  Way"  before  he 
leaves.  John  Twist,  RKO  writer,  is 
working  now  on  a  screen  treatment 
which  will  allow  for  a  budget  esti- 
mate. Twist  is  here  at  the  present 
time. 

Whether  or  not  the  company  will 
produce  the  same  number  of  pictures 
for  next  season  as  it  is  curr-ently 
is  also  to  be  threshed  out  at  the 
Coast  huddles,  it  was  understood. 
However,  it  is  not  expected  that 
there  will  be  any  cut  in  number  of 
pictures  to  be  produced. 

365  Simultaneous  Dates 

Set  for  "Fighting  69th" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

have  the  advantage  of  a  nation-wide 
buildup  which  the  film  will  receive  on 
Jan.  24,  when  Rainbow  Division  vet- 
erans gather  in  40  key  cities  through- 
out the  country  for  a  series  of  re- 
union dinners. 

Highlights  of  the  N.  Y.  69th  re- 
union dinner  and  screen  preview  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  will  be  carried 
on  an  NBC  coast-to-coast  broadcast 
over  Station  WJZ  and  the  Blue  Net- 
work. Among  those  who  will  par- 
ticipate are  Gov.  Herbert  H.  Leh- 
man; James  Cagney  and  Pat  O'Brien, 
two  of  the  stars  of  the  film;  Major 
General  Hugh  A.  Drum,  commanding 
the  Second  Corps  Area;  Colonel 
William  J.  Donovan,  war-time  Com- 
mander of  the  69th;  Jack  L.  Warner, 
vice-president  of  Warners  and  Col. 
John  J.  Mangan,  present  commander 
of  the  regiment. 

"Va.  City"  18-Car  Special 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  An  18-car  special 
train  will  take  stars,  the  press  and 
others  to  Reno  and  Virginia  City 
where  Warner  Bros.'  "Virginia  City" 
will  have  its  world  premiere.  The 
party  leaves  Hollywood  on  March  1, 
returning  on  the  3rd.  Virginia  City 
press  headquarters  will  be  in  Mark 
Twain's  old  newspaper  office. 


Edmund  Grainger  With  WB 

West    Coast  Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Edmund  Grainger  has 
signed  a  long-term  contract  with 
Warner  Bros,  as  an  associate  pro- 
ducer. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  not  extend  its  master  agree- 
ment which  expires  March  1  next. 

Notice  to  that  effect  was  served 
on  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  prexy,  in  late 
December,  it  is  understood,  and, 
unless  the  action  is  rescinded,  and 
a  revised  contract  negotiated,  is 
said  to  threaten  Allied  with  a  sub- 
stantial loss  in  revenue. 

Agreement,  for  five  years,  became 
operative  in  1935,  and  contains  pro- 
vision for  extension  for  like  five- 
year  periods  unless  notice  to  the 
contrary  is  served  within  60  days  of 
the  expiration  date.  It  is  under- 
stood that  Alexander  Film,  in  ad- 
vising that  it  would  not  exercise  its 
option,  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
relationship  with  Allied  might  be 
continued  in  an  altered  form. 

Revenue  Allied  and  its  affiliates 
derive  from  Alexander  Film  comes 
from  short-length  screen  advertising 
reels  now  said  to  be  played  in  ap- 
proximately 11,000  film  theaters  in 
the  U.  S. 


Varied  Schedule  Arranged 
For  Autry's   Eastern  Trek 

Republic's  home  office  yesterday 
released  the  itinerary  for  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  visit  of  the  company's 
western  star,  Gene  Autry,  who  ar- 
rives in  Washington  from  the  Coast 
next  Monday  by  plane. 

On  the  following  Wednesday  the 
film  star  will  attend  the  Horse  Show 
in  Fort  Meyer,  Va.,  having  accepted 
an  invitation  to  ride  in  the  event 
with  Mrs.  Franklin  D.   Roosevelt. 

In  Reading,  Pa.,  on  Jan.  25,  Autiy 
will  make  a  p.a.  in  connection  with 
the  opening  of  his  new  feature, 
"South  of  the  Border,"  at  the  Em- 
bassy Theater,  which  first-run  house 
has  never  before  played  an  Autry 
starring  attraction.  He  will  also 
be  the  honor  guest  at  a  civic  dinner. 

Schedule  calls  for  his  visit  to  New 
York  on  Jan.  26  to  be  present  at  a 
world  premiere  performance  of  Re- 
public's "Village  Barn  Dance,"  which 
will  be  shown  in  The  Village  Barn, 
in  Manhattan's  Greenwich  Village. 

Returning  to  Washington  on  Jan. 
28  for  his  regular  broadcast  on  the 
Wrigley  Hour  over  WABC,  on  which 
program  Mrs.  Roosevelt  will  appear 
personally,  Autry  will  remain  in  that 
city  to  attend  the  President's  Birth- 
day Ball,  and  will  then  return  to  Hol- 
lywood to  finish  making  "Rancho 
Grande." 


Doublier  to  Lecture 

Francis  Doublier,  pioneer  Lumiere 
cameraman,  will  lecture  on  the 
History  of  the  Movies  at  the  Pen- 
house  Studio,  430  Sixth  Ave.,  Friday. 


ALLIED  PROPOSES 
ARBITRATION  SYSTEM 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tern.  So  much  time  was  taken  up 
in  the  discussion  of  Neely  bill  and 
labor  problems  at  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion that  less  than  half  of  tb/-  sub- 
jects scheduled  for  discussic*  ■ :-'<  ?ere 
reached.  These  topics,  including 
quantity  and  quality  of  pictures,  al- 
leged excessive  selling  terms,  stars 
on  the  air,  16  mm.  competition,  "Pot 
of  Gold"  radio  giveaway,  parking- 
problem  and  others,  may  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  directors 
today. 

Labor    Situation   Discussed 

The  labor  situation,  especially  the 
effects  of  a  local  dispute  in  theaters 
nationally,  was  given  considerable 
time.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the 
demand  for  an  increased  scale  for 
studio  workers  was  allegedly  accom- 
plished by  a  threat  to  close  the  na- 
tion's theaters.  While  the  demands 
were  met  temporarily,  Allied  leaders 
believe  that  the  danger  has  not 
passed. 

It  was  said  following  the  meeting 
late  yesterday  that  such  a  crisis 
would  not  find  Allied  wholly  unpre- 
pared, at  least  so  far  as  legal  re- 
sources is  concerned.  This  was  taken 
by  some  to  mean  that  the  theaters 
could  call  upon  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment to  halt  the  closing  of  theaters, 
due  to  a  local  situation. 

Myers  on  Trade  Relations 

The  subject  of  relations  with  other 
branches  of  the  industry  was  touched 
upon  lightly,  but  Abram  F.  Myers, 
general  counsel,  told  the  directors 
that  since  the  rejection  of  the  Code 
by  Allied,  little  progress  has  been 
made  towards  easing  the  strain  of 
the  industry  by  voluntary  action. 
Myers  pointed  out  that  the  distrib- 
utors, after  the  Minneapolis  meet- 
ing in  June,  had  asserted  that  they 
would  go  ahead  with  or  without  Al- 
lied and  that  the  project  had  been' 
stymied  by  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice's non-support  of  the  formula. 
The  Allied  counsel  declared  that  the 
distributors  had  arrived  at  their 
"present  predicament"  by  ignoring 
legal  considerations. 

Plans  for  combatting  adverse  pro- 
paganda against  the  Neely  bill  were 
touched  upon  and  it  was  learned  re- 
liably that  Allied  aims  to  launch  a 
concerted  campaign  for  the  passage 
of  the  measure  in  the  newspapers. 

A  cocktail  party  and  dinner  was 
held  last  evening  in  the  Carlton 
Hotel.  Designation  of  a  convention 
city  and  election  of  officers  are  on 
the  agenda  for  today. 


"Bro.  Rat  and  Baby"  at  Roxy 

Warners'  "Brother  Rat  and  a 
Baby,"  has  been  booked  into  the  New 
York  Roxy  Theater  starting  Jan.  26. 
Warners'  "The  Fighting  69th"  be- 
gins its  engagement  at  the  Strand 
simultaneously  with  the  Roxy  date. 

To  Open   in   February 

Flipping  Ark. — W.  N.  Christian's 
new  theater  here  will  open  next 
month. 


Thursday,  January  18,  1940 
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new  producers  next  week  to  augment 
his  production  forces. 

Warner,  who  returns  to  Hollywood 
toni_  >.,  said  that  he  would  put  five 
pictures  into  production  within  the 
next  two  weeks.  "Derelict  Street," 
'If  This  Be  Treason,"  "Dead  Man's 
Cipher,"  "At  Your  Age"  and  "Fly- 
iing  Heels"  are  the  pictures  set  to 
»;o.  Three  will  go  into  production 
next  week  and  two  the  following 
week. 

Warner  is  also  forming  a  new 
company  that  will  be  known  as  Fine 
Arts  Producing  &  Distributing  Co. 
Distribution  deals  which  he  is  set- 
ting up  now  are  said  to  be  tempor- 
ary, pending  establishment  of  his 
own  exchange  system. 


ft'VU 

w%  DAILY 


FINE  ARTS  WILL  BID     R6VI€UJS  Of   R€UJ    flLfflS 

FOR  EDUCAT'L  STUDIO 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — -Franklyn  Warner  has 
signed  Phil  Rosen  and  Otis  Garrett 
i;o  direct  his  first  two  productions 
for  Fine  Arts.  Garrett's  assignment 
is  "If  This  Be  Treason"  and  Rosen 
'.will  do  C.  E.  A.  Fabian's  comedy, 
'At  Your  Age." 


Equity  Interrogatories 
Conference  Resumes  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tories  to  be  answered  by  the  govern- 
ment. The  time  for  the  Government 
to  file  objections  to  the  majors'  in- 
terrogatories has  been  extended 
again  to  Jan.  22.  Paul  Williams, 
Special  assistant  attorney  general, 
'has  returned  to  Washington  and  will 
not  be  present  at  today's  huddle.  The 
department  will  be  represented  by 
his  assistant,  William  P.  Farns- 
worth. 

Progress     was     reported     towards 
agreement  on  the  interrogatories. 


3  Springfield,  111.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Birnbaum,  announce  the  ap- 
aroaching  marriage  of  their  daugh- 
;er,  Marjorie,  to  George  G.  Kera- 
sotes,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gus  Kera- 
uotes.  Kerasotes  is  general  man- 
nger  of  the  local  and  out-of-town 
".heaters  owned  and  operated  by 
Kerasotes  Brothers,  Inc. 


Yarmouth,  N.  S.— Robert  A.  Fos- 
ter, m-nager  of  the  Community  The- 
iter  here,  was  married  at  Halifax 
;o  Miss  Dorothy  De  Freytas. 


Ben  Griefer,  house  manager  of  the 
,^ew  York  Paramount  Theater,  turns 
>enedict  Sunday.  The  bride  is  Elaine 
.^onheim  and  the  marriage  will  be 
i  it  the  Riverside  Plaza  Hotel. 


Springfield,  111.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Villiam  Sanders  of  Virden,  an- 
nounce the  approaching  marriage  of 
heir  daughter,  Clara,  to  Tony  Ser- 
a,  Jr.,  of  the  Frisina  Amusement 
to. 


"The  Secret  Four" 

with     Frank     Lawton,    Anna     Lee,    Griffith 

Jones,    Hugh    Sinclair,    F.    L.   Sullivan 
Monogram  79   Mins. 

EDGAR  WALLACE  MYSTERY  THRIL- 
LER IS  ACTIONFUL,  SUSPENSEFUL  AND 
ENTERTAINING. 

Produced    in    England    for    Monogram    by 
Michael     Balcon,     this     release     will     prove 
meaty     entertainment     for     audiences    gen-  j 
erally.     Based  on  an  Edward  Wallace  novel, 
"The  Four  Just  Men,"  the  picture  has  re- 
tained    the    spicy    air    of    excitement    con- 
tained   in   the   Wallace   story.      Frank    Law-  | 
ton,    Griffith   Jones,    Hugh   S'nclair,    Francis 
L.   Sullivan,   the   four   just   men,   Anna   Lee, 
Alan   Napier   and   Basil   Sydney   are   capable 
and    believable   in   the    principal    roles.    The 
supporting     cast     is     completely     adequate. 
Lawton,  about  to  be   executed  in  a  foreign  j 
country,   is   rescued   by   his   friends,   but   not  j 
in    time    to    save    the    life    of   another    man 
that   was  giving   them   valuable   information. 
The  trail  of  spies  which  are  plotting  against  j 
he  British  empire  takes  them  back  to  Lon-  [ 
don.     There  they  discover  that  the  wife  of 
a     cabinet     minister     is    tipping    the     ring. 
From    there   to   the   finish    there   is   excite- 
ment,    murder    and    execution    by    the    four 
just   men   as   they   smash   the    ring   and    re-  i 
veal    its    aims    to    the    English    government. 
There   is  a   good  flag-waving  finish   also   as 
England    springs    to    arms,     roused    by    the 
timely    warning. 

CAST:  Frank  Lawton,  Anna  Lee,  Griffith 
Jones,  Hugh  Sinclair,  Francis  L.  Sull'van, 
Alan  Napier,  Basil  Sydney,  Lydia  Sherwood, 
Percy  Walsh,  Edward  Chapman.  Arhole 
Stewart,  George  Merrit,  Arthur  Hambling, 
Ellaline  Terriss,  Garry  Marsh,  Roland  Pert- 
wee,    Eliot    Makeham. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Mxhael  Balcon;  D  - 
rector,  Walter  Forde;  Screenplay,  Angus 
McPhail,  Sergei  Nolbandov  and  Roland  Pert- 
wee;  Based  on  an  Edgar  Wallace  novel; 
Cameraman,  Roland  Neame;  Editor,  Charles 
Saunders. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Lost  On  the  Western 
Front" 

with   Paul  Cavanagh,  Marcelle  Chantal, 

Garry   Marsh 

Standard    Pictures  62    Mins. 

MELLER  WITH  TRIANGLE  THEME  WILL 
BE   0.   K.   FOR   THE    PROGRAM    SPOTS. 

Using  the  World  War  and  the  cus- 
tomary triangular  theme  as  a  basis  for  the 
story,  "Lost  On  The  Western  Front"  wand- 
ers along  to  an  inevitable  conclusion  in 
just  fairly  interesting  fashion.  Picture  has 
nothing  very  novel  or  new  in  the  way  of 
story  angles  to  give  it  recommendation,  but 
it  has  been  endowed  with  a  cast  of  very 
able  players  that  work  hard  to  put  the 
story  over.  Paul  Cavanagh,  Marcella 
Chantal  and  Garry  Marsh  have  the  prin- 
cipal roles  in  the  film,  with  a  capable  sup- 
porting cast  helping  them  out.  Story 
opens  some  20  years  after  the  armistice, 
with  Marsh  and  his  wife,  Miss  Chantal, 
going  to  France  to  a  reunion  of  his  regi- 
ment. There  she  once  again  meets  Cava- 
nagh, whom  she  had  loved,  but  married 
Marsh  when  she  believed  him  dead.  The 
situation  gets  somewhat  involved  from 
there  on  as  she  decides  to  leave  her  hus- 
band and  child  for  Cavanagh,  but  she  re- 
mans with  him  after  all.  Picture  of  a 
reunion  of  British  soldiers  on  a  French 
battlefield  is  slightly  ironic  at  the  minute, 
but   nevertheless  the    film   has   some   angles 


SEG  REPORT  REVEALS 
$5,000,000  WB  LOAN 
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semi-annually  from  June  15,  1940, 
to  Dec.  15,  1941,  and  $150,000  semi- 
annually thereafter  until  1954.  Any 
sums  in  default  will  bear  interest  at 
the  rate  of  6  per  cent. 

The  loan  may  be  prepaid  on  six 
months'  notice  with  premiums  of  2 
per  cent  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  years, 
1%  per  cent  in  the  seventh  year  and 
1  per  cent  in  the  eighth  year.  The 
company's  properties  are  placed  in 
trust  to  secure  the  loan. 

The  loan  is  the  second  major  War- 
ner financial  move  within  the  year. 
On  Feb.  27  last,  the  company  ef- 
fected a  bank  credit  agreement  for 
$6,000,000  with  the  New  York  Trust 
Co.,  the  Guaranty  Trust  Co.  of  New 
York  and  the  Continental  Illinois 
National  Bank  and  Trust  Co. 


that    provide    opportunities    for    timely    ex- 
ploitation. 

CAST:   Paul  Cavanagh,  Marcelle  Chantal. 
Garry     Marsh,     Olga     Lindo,     Alastair    Sim. 
;  Evelyn   Roberts,   P.  Kynaston   Reeves,  Denier 
i  Warren,    Denise   Sydney. 

CREDITS:     Produced     and     Directed     by 
i  Maurice   Elvey. 

DIRECTION,    O.    W.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 
1  Good. 


THOU  SHALT; 

NOT     rM 
KILL"   & 


Second  Nick  Trial  Feb.  5 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  —  John  P.  Nick, 
IATSE  vice-president,  who  was  ac- 
quitted of  a  charge  of  conspiring  to 
extort  $10,000  from  motion  picture 
theater  owners  in  October,  1936,  by 
a  directed  verdict  of  "not  guilty"  by 
Circuit  Judge  Thomas  J.  Rowe,  Jr., 
must  go  to  trial  Feb.  5  on  a  second 
similar  charge.  Clyde  A.  Weston, 
former  business  manager  of  Local 
143,  in  co-defendant. 

The  St.  Louis  Court  of  Appeals  has 
under  advisement  the  appeal  of  Nick 
and  Weston,  from  a  ruling  by  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Ernest  F.  Oakley  ousting 
them  from  control  of  the  union. 


Head  Hospital  Campaign 

Chicago — Van  Nomikos.  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Allied  Theaters  group, 
and  James  Coston,  Warner  zone 
manager,  head  a  group,  who  plan  to 
raise  $25,000  for  a  hospital  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Apha  Societv.  Nomikos, 
is  vice-president  of  the  National 
Society. 


Charles  BICKFORD 

OWEN  DAVIS,  JR.  •  DORIS  DAY  •  PAUL  GUILFOYLE 

A  Republic  Picture 


BUSINESS  AS 

SENSATIONAL 

THE  BOOK! 


SAN  DIEGO,  California 


a  HAL  ROACH  production 

Burgess  MEREDITH  Betty  FIELD  Lon  CHANEY,  jr. 

Produced  and  Directed  by  LEWIS   MILESTONE 

Associate     Producer     FRANK     ROSS 
Screen      Play     by     Eugene     Solow 

RELEASED   THRU    UNITED   ARTISTS 


"A  picture  of  sustained   power,  an  exciting 
drama."  —Liberty  Magazine 


'A  tremendous  hit." 


— Louella  Parsons 


"Should  rank  among  1940's  best!" 

— Newsweek  Magazine 

"A  stirring  picture  in  the  running  for  Acade- 
my awards."  — Associated  Press 


Opening  week-end  180%  of  average.  Best 
three  days  house  has  had  in  months.  Fox 
Wesco  doing  handsprings  over  picture's 
success. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Aidine 

Third  day  beat  second  day  by  more  than 
$300.  after  spectacular  opening,  with 
Philadelphia  Record  raving  "It  stands  with 
the  finest  pictures  ever  made!'  The  In- 
quirer applauding  "it  packs  a  terrific  sock!" 

CINCINNATI,  RKO  Palace 

Thanks  to  E.  V.  Dinerman's  marvelous 
handling  of  high  pressure  campaign,  third 
day  soared  $1,500.  over  opening  day. 
Full  week's  business  in  four  days  . . .  one 
of  the   season's   record   opening   figures. 

LOS  ANGELES,  Four  Star 

Fourth  week  and  the  end  of  the  engage- 
ment nowhere  in  sight  as  crowds  continue 
to  storm  box-office. 

LOUISVILLE,  HOUSTON  &  DAYTON 

Loew's  started  picture's  engagements 
with  special  Thursday  night  previews  in- 
stead of  regular  Friday  openings,  sending 
receipts  zooming. 


2  H     V<      ^AtH      5 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Bondy  Orders  Trustee  to  Transfer  RKO  Assets  to  New  Co. 

ALLIED  TjTCAMPAIGN  FORTMMEDIATE  ARBITRATION 

Cole  and  Myers  Re-elected  to  National  Allied  Posts 


Will   Protect  Members   From] 

Being  Innocent  Victims  of 

Any  General  Strike 

Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Washington  —  Abram  F.  Myers, 
general  counsel  and  board  chairman, 
and  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president,  were 
re    -    elected 
yesterday  by 
the     national 
A  1  1  i  e  d '  s 
board    of   di- 
rectors. 

Martin 
Smith  of 
Ohio  was 
elected  treas- 
urer, Herman 
Blum  of 
Maryland 
was  elected 
financial  sec- 
col.  h.  a.  cole  r  e  t  a  r  y,    a 

newly    cre- 
ated   post,    and    Charles     Olive    of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

no  natTptTaction 
on  duals  yet  taken 


Detroit  Piched  as  Allied  Convention  City 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Washington — Detroit  yesterday  was   voted   the   convention   city  for  the    1940  annual 
conclave  by  Allied's  board  of  directors.    Jack  Kirsch  asked  the  board  to  consider  Chicago, 
but   after  a   discussion   he   threw   his  support   to   Ray   Branch   who  was   campaigning   fot 
Detroit.      Convention  will   be   held    in    late   May  or  early  June. 


BRANDT  SAYS  EXHIBS. 
FAVOR  GROUP  BUYING 


Columbus,  O.  —  Despite  reports, 
generally  accepted  as  accurate,  to 
the  contrai-y,  the  National  Congress 
of  Parents  and  Teachers  has  taken 
no  specific  action  on  the  double  fea- 
ture  question. 

This  statement  was  authorized  by 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Seek  N.  Y.  Allied  State 

Convention  for  Syracuse 

Syracuse — This  city  will  make  a 
bid  for  New  York  Allied's  forth- 
coming state  convention,  it  was  an- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Cleveland  Exhibs  Elect 
Schwartz  Prexy  for  7th  Time 

Cleveland— The    Cleveland    M.    P. 
Exhibitors  Ass'n  yesterday  re-elected 
by     acclamation     President     Ernest 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Richmond,  Va.  —  Harry  Brandt, 
ITOA  prexy,  addressing  the  mid- 
winter convention  of  the  MPTO  of 
Virginia  here  yesterday,  assailed  the 
Neely  bill,  and  radio  appearances  of 
screen  stars  and  called  for  an  in- 
dustry  system    of   arbitration. 

Brandt  declared  that  there  must 
be  changes  effected  in  the  industry 
setup,  but  not  through  the  medium 
of  such  legislation  as  sponsored  by 
Senator  Neely. 

"I  have  not  found  one  man  who 
does  not  want  to  buy  in  groups," 
Brandt    stated    flatly.       The    ITOA 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Trade  Leaders  to  Attend 

Premiere  of  "Blue  Bird" 


80  SGHINE  THEATERS 
SETTOPLAYGWTW 


World  premiere  of  20th-Fox's  "The 
Blue  Bird"  at  the  Hollywood  the- 
ater tonight  will  have  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  industry  audiences 
ever  assembled  in  New  York,  list  of 
seat  holders  made  public  last  night 
assured. 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  Joseph  M. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Gloversville,  N.  Y.  —  Thirty-one 
Schine  zone  and  district  managers 
met  here  yesterday  to  discuss  cur- 
rent exhibitor  problems  and  work 
out  details  of  "Gone  With  theWind" 
bookings.  Because  of  the  picture's 
unusual  length  and  special  price  pol- 
icy it  poses  particular  problems  for 
most  of  the  "A"  houses  in  the 
Schine  Circuit  which  will  present  it. 
The  movie  is  to  show  no  less  than 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

End  Equity  Interrogatories 
Confab;  Both  Sides  Pleased 

Attorneys  for  the  majors  in  the 
Government's  equity  suit  concluded 
conferences  yesterday  with  the  D  of 
J  on  clarification  of  interrogatories. 
Both  sides  appeared  to  be  satisfied 
with  results,  and  it  was  learned  that 
final  word  would  be  heard  from  the 
higher  ups  as  to  approval  of  the 
tentative  agreement  reached.  Word 
of  this  is  expected  today  or  tomor- 
row. 

A  hearing  on  objections  of  Colum- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Trustee  to  Surrender  RKO  Assets 
to  New  Company  on  January  26 


Plan     of     Procedure     Differs 

from  Code's  in  but 

One  Particular 

By  AL  STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Washington — Allied's  board 

of  directors  yesterday  made  its 

demands    for    arbitration    and 

resolved  to  campaign  for  the 

immediate  establishment  of  a  sys- 
tem to  settle  disputes  involving  clear- 
ance, zoning,  overbuying  and  other 
major  issues. 

The  plan  for  operation  is  almost 
identical  with  the  arbitration  proced- 
ure as  outlined  in  the  proposed  Code, 
with  one  exception.  Allied  directors 
expressed  their  approval  of  the 
Code's  arbitration  clauses  except 
representation  on  the  board.  Instead 
of  the  panel  being  composed  of  one 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

TO  INTENSiFYDRIVE 
FOR  JEWISH  CHARITIES 


Plan  for  intensification  of  the  cur- 
rent drive  beine  conducted  by  the 
Amusement  Division  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Jewish  Charities  were  dis- 
cussed yesterdav  at  a  luncheon  meet- 
ing in  the  Hotel  Astor. 

Among    those    who    attended    the 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

Allied  May  Seek  Another 
Screen  Advertising  Tie-up 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Whether  Allied  will 
seek  another  screen  advertising  tie- 
up  in  view  of  the  expiration  of  its 
contract    with    Alexander   Film    will 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Six  Stations  to  Herald 

Arrival  of  Jack  Warner 


Arrival  of  Jack  L.  Warner,  James 
Cagney    and    Pat    O'Brien    in    New 
York  from  the  Coast  on  Monday  to 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Transfer  of  the  assets  of  RKO 
from  the  hands  of  the  Irving  Trust 
Co.,  trustees,  to  the  new  company 
was  formally  approved  yesterday  in 
an  order  signed  by  Federal  Juda:e 
William  Bondy  which  effectually 
completed     reorganization     of     the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


All  Seat-Buyers  Equal 

Under  N.  Y.  Bill's  Terms 


Albany — Licensed  owners  or  op- 
erators of  places  of  public  accom- 
modation or  amusement  would  have 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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80  Schine  Theaters  Are  Set 
to  Play  'Gone  With  the  Wind' 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  week  at  approximately  80  stands, 
with  the  exception  of  Lexington,  Ky., 
where  it  will  show  two  weeks.  First 
bookings  open  Feb.  25,  at  Glovers- 
ville  and  Lexington. 

Prominent  in  discussions  at  the 
general  meeting  were  Gus  Lampe, 
city  manager,  Syracuse;  Frank  M. 
Boucher,  home  office  representative 
at  Washington  and  Maryland-Dela- 
ware manager;  Bud  Silverman,  new 
Rochester  city  manager. 

Congratulations  were  extended 
Sidney  Holland,  Mohawk  Valley  dis- 
trict manager,  who  yesterday  was 
awarded  $1,000  by  Joseph  Miller,  Al- 
bany, Columbia  Eastern  representa- 
tive, as  first  prize  in  the  national 
exploitation  campaign  on  "Only 
Angels  Have  Wings"  staged  when 
Holland  was  stationed  in  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  as  manager  for  the  Indiana- 
Illinois  Theaters  Inc.  The  drive 
utilized  everything  from  airplanes 
to  ashcans  with  record  attendance 
the  result. 

After  the  general  meeting,  dis- 
trict meetings  were  held  until  late 
at  night.  J.  Myer  Schine,  president, 
Schine  Enterprise  Inc.,  presided  and 
welcomed  the  managers,  as  did  Louis 
Schine,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
theater    operations. 

Among  those  present  were:  Major 
Lou  Lazar,  Belief ontaine.  Ohio;  and 
Kentucky  zone  manager;  Lew  Hens- 
ler,  Lexington,  Kentucky  district 
manager;  Pat  McGee,  Cleveland, 
Ohio  district  manager,  Frank  M. 
Boucher.  Maryland  and  Delaware; 
Marsh  Gollner,  Maryland  district; 
Bud  Silverman,  city  manager,  Roch- 
ester; Clinton  C.  Young,  Geneva 
western  New  York  zone  manager; 
William  A.  Tubbert.  Watertown 
northern  New  York  district;  Jerry 
Fowler.  Cortland,  southern  tier  dis- 
trict; Harry  Goldsmith,  Buffalo, 
western  New  York  district;  Gus 
Lampe.  Schine-RKO  city  manager, 
Rochester;  Sidney  Holland,  Glovers- 
ville,  Mohawk  "Valley  district,  Harry 
Thompson,  Cleveland.  Cleveland  ter- 
ritory booker;  Joel  Golden.  Cincinnati 
territory  booker;  Harold  Raives, 
Buffalo,  Buffalo  territory  booker,  as 
well  as  department  heads  at  the 
home   office. 


Gulf  Renews  SAG  Show 

West   Coast    Bureau    of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Gulf  Oil  has  renewed 
its  contract  for  the  SAG  air  show, 
over  CBS  network  of  65  stations 
for  the  eighth  consecutive  year. 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


K-A-0  $1.75  Pfd.  Dividend 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum  Corp.  declared  a  divi- 
dend, out  of  operating  surplus,  of 
$1.75  per  share  on  the  7  per  cent 
cumulative  convertible  preferred 
stock  for  the  quarter  ended  Sept.  30, 
1937,  payable  on  April  1.  1940,  to 
the  holders  of  record  at  the  close  of 
business  on  March  15.  1940. 


Matzen  Peru  Mgr.  for  20-Fox 

Charles  Matzen,  assistant  to  J. 
C.  Bavetta.  managing  director  in 
Brazil  for  20th-Fox.  has  been  named 
manager  of  Peru.  S.  Chiesa,  Peruv- 
ian manager,  is  being  transferred  to 
another  post  in  a  similar  capacity. 


Will  Intensify  Efforts 

in  Jewish  Charity  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

meeting  and  formulated  a  co-opera- 
tive plan  of  action  in  connection  with 
the  forthcoming  luncheon  on  Jan.  26 
at  the  Hotel  Astor  at  which  James 
J.  Walker,  former  Mayor  of  New 
York,  will  be  the  honor  guest,  were 
Chairman  David  Bernstein,  B.  S. 
Moss,  Jack  Alicoate,  Louis  Nizer, 
Charles  L.  O'Reilly,  Jack  Mills,  Lou 
Diamond,  Oscar  Doob,  Leopold  Fried- 
man, Harry  Buxbaum,  Max  Black- 
man,  Maurice  Kann,  Sam  Rinzler, 
Budd  Rogers,  Harold  Rodner,  Sam 
Shain,  Max  Seligman,  Bertram  Leb- 
har,  Arthur  Israel,  William  Morris, 
Jr.,  Morris  Sanders,  Dave  Weinstock 
and  Max  Rudnick. 


Net  Estate  of  $369,067 

Left  by  Pearl  White 

Estate  left  by  Pearl  White,  pioneer 
movie  star  who  appeared  in  the  early 
screen  serials,  is  valued  at  $369,067 
net  by  the  New  York  estate  tax  ap- 
praisers. The  star  died  in  Paris  on 
Aug.  4,  1938.  Bulk  of  the  estate 
consists  of  securities  of  which  $246,- 
769  is  in  Egyptian  bonds.  Cash  and 
bank  accounts  totalled  $25,348,  with 
miscellaneous  items  valued  at  $56,- 
051. 

Bequests  to  charity  amounted  to 
$73,500  of  which  amount  $24,500 
was  left  to  her  executor,  Bert- 
ram Winthrop,  for  distribution 
among  societies  which  look  after 
disabled  and  indigent  artists,  and 
$49,000  for  various   other  charities. 

To  her  father,  Edward  G.  White 
of  Springfield,  Mo.,  the  star  left 
$150  a  month  for  life.  Residuary 
estate  was  left  to  the  following: 
Frederick  G.  White  of  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  a  brother;  Grace  L.  W.  Williams 
of  Topeka,  Kan.,  a  sister;  Evelyn 
and  Eileen  White,  both  of  Buffalo, 
nieces,  and  Loy  M.  Williams,  Jr., 
and  Edward  W.  Williams,  both  of 
Topeka,    nephews. 


Nominations  for  Academy 
Scientific  Award  to  Close 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Nominations  for  the 
Academy  award  for  scientific  or 
technical  achievement  close  on  Mon- 
day when  the  Research  Council  meets 
to  commence  consideration  of  the 
nominations. 

Pictures  nominated  for  the  Acad- 
emy art  direction  award  by  studios 
are: 

"Beau  Geste,"  Paramount;  "Cap- 
tain Fury,"  Hal  Roach;  "Love 
Affair,"  RKO-Radio;  "Man  of  Con- 
quest," Republic;  "Mr.  Smith  Goes 
to  Washington,"  Columbia;  "The 
Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and 
Essex,"  Warner  Brothers;  "The 
Rains  Came,"  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox;  "Stage  Coach,"  Walter 
Wanger;  "The  Wizard  of  Oz," 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer;  "Wuthering 
Heights,"  Samuel  Goldwyn;  "First 
Love,"  Universal,  and  "Gone  With 
the    Wind,"    Selznick-International. 


COfllMG  ROD  COinC 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK,  DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK, 
GENE  MARKEY  and  his  wife,  HEDY  LAMARR 
arrived  in  New  York  this  morning  from  the 
Coast. 

SI  SEADLER  left  for  a  rest  in  Sarasota  yes 
terday.  ^^ 

EDWARD  SMALL  arrives  from  the  |V\  to 
day,    and    leaves   immediately   for   Savannah,    Ca. 

GLADYS  UNGER.  screen  writer,  is  stopping 
at  the  Wyndham. 

LON  CHANEY,  JR.,  left  for  Hollywood  last 
night. 

JOE  PENNER  leaves  the  Coast  today  for  New 
York. 

WILLIAM  HARRIGAN  arrives  today  from  the 
Coast. 

LUCILLE  BALL  leaves  for  Hollywood  over 
the   week-end   after   a   vacation   here. 

CHARLES  SKOURAS  returns  to  the  Coast  next 
week  after  a  brief  combination  vacation  and 
business   trip   here. 

JOHN  CROMWELL,  RAYMOND  MASSEY  and 
MARY  HOWARD  will  be  in  Washington  Jan.  22 
for   the    premiere   of    "Abe   Lincoln    in    Illinois." 

GEORGE  ABBOTT  left  yesterday  for  10-day 
vacation  in  Florida  before  opening  his  new 
Broadway  stage  production,  "The  Unconquered." 

WESLEY  RUCGLES  is  set  to  leave  the  Coast 
early  next  week  to  look  at  Broadway's  stage 
offerings. 

SOL  SIEGEL,  Republic  producer,  and  LIONEL 
HOUSER,  staff  writer,  have  returned  to  the 
studio  from   New  Orleans. 

JANE  WYMAN  and  RONALD  REAGAN  are  back 
at    the   Warner   studio    following    p.a.    tours. 

J.  MEYER  SCHINE,  president  of  Schine  En- 
terprises, yesterday  returned  to  Gloversville 
from  New  York. 

LOUIS  W.  SCHINE  returned  to  Gloversville 
yesterday   from    Montreal. 

JADWIGA  SOMSARSKA,  Polish  film  star,  is 
in    Detroit   for   p.a.'s. 


Five  Florida  Pre-Releases 
for  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois' 


Five  Florida  pre-release  engage- 
ments of  RKO's  "Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois,"  have  been  set  by  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  to  follow  the  picture's 
premiere  in  Washington,  D.  C,  at 
the  RKO  Theater  on  Jan.  22. 

Theaters  and  dates  are:  the  Para- 
mount, Palm  Beach,  starting  Jan. 
25;  the  Capitol,  St.  Petersburg,  Jan. 
30;  the  Florida,  Jacksonville,  Feb. 
1;  the  Tampa,  Tampa,  Feb.  1,  and 
at   Daytona    starting  Feb.   8. 

In  each  situation  the  film  will  be 
shown  continuously  at  morning  and 
afternoon  performances  with  mati- 
nee seats  selling  for  75  cents.  All 
evening  performances  will  be  on  a 
reserved  seat  basis,  with  one  showing 
a  night  and  tickets  priced  at  $1.10. 
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THE  PUBLIC 


IS  BEING  TAUGHT  TO  DEMAND 
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MOKE  LIGHT  is  the  slogan  of  the  day.  From  news- 
papers and  magazines,  the  lecture  platform  and  the 
school,  the  public  is  being  taught  the  sight  saving  value 
of  plenty  of  light. 

Put  your  theater  in  step  with  this  upward  trend  in 
light  intensity.  It  has  popular  appeal.  People  like  to 
enter  a  theater  in  which  they  can  see  their  way  to  their 
seats.    \nd  they  can  do  just  that  in  the  many  theaters 

Write  for  a  free  copy  of  t'te  booklet.  '''Tin 


SIMPLIFIED 
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PROJECTION 


that  are  now  equipped  with  high  intensity  projection. 
Think  this  over  if  you  still  have  low  intensity  pro- 
jection. Those  first  minutes  of  blindness  result  from  the 
low  level  of  general  illumination  necessitated  by  lack  of 
light  on  the  screen.  Don't  let  poor  lighting  drive  your 
patrons  to  other  theaters.  Install  Simplified  High 
Intensity  projection  and  attract  that  growing  body  of 
theater-goers  who  appreciate  plenty  of  light. 
Eternal  Triangle  in  Picture  Projection." 
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NEW  GOLDE  SAND  URNS 
STEEL  BOOTH  TABLES 


Chicago — The  GoldE  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  has  announced  to  the  trade 
a  new  line  of  moderately  priced  sand 
urns  and  steel  booth  tables. 

The  sand  urns,  the  manufacturer 
states,  are  of  the  usual  heavy  GoldE 
construction  with  the  full-spun  CuNi 
plated  top,  with  ornaments  as  mod- 
ern as  1940,  and  very  moderately 
priced  for  quick  turnover. 

The  new  steel  booth  table,  made 
in  both  five  and  six  foot  lengths,  is 
described  as  having  top  of  heavy 
gauge  cold  rolled  steel,  formed  and 
reinforced  at  all  corners.  The  five- 
foot  table  has  one  drawer;  the  six- 
foot,  two  drawers.  They  are  of 
sturdy  construction  and  welded 
throughout;  no  bolts  or  rivets  being 
employed;  all  joints  are  solidly  weld- 
ed, legs  of  heavy  angle  iron  welded 
to  body  and  cross  braces,  and  with 
leveling  device.  One  of  the  features 
so  much  enjoyed  by  every  projec- 
tionist is  the  lip  at  the  back  of  the 
table  to  prevent  tools,  schedules,  and 
other  items  from  being  pushed  off 
the  back  end. 

This  line  of  tables,  the  company 
states,  is  very  moderately  priced 
and  now  within  the  reach  of  all  the- 
aters— large  or  small. 


Trane  Reports  92  Theater 

Installations  in  1939 


Chicago — The  Trane  Co.,  manufac- 
turers of  air  conditioning  equipment, 
reports  installation  of  heating,  cool- 
ing and  air  conditioning  equipment 
in  92  theaters,  during  the  past  year, 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 
Equipment  installed  included  blast 
heating  coils,  water  cooling  coils,  di- 
rect expansion  cooling  coils,  air  con- 
ditioning units,  unit  ventilators  and 
unit  coolers. 


Chakares  to  Remodel  Two 

Springfield,  O.  —  Phil  Chakares, 
head  of  the  Chakares  theater  chain, 
has  announced  that  his  company  has 
acquired  the  Regent  and  Broad  The- 
aters in  St.  Marys.  Tom  Broad,  for- 
mer owner,  is  retiring.  Circuit  will 
spend  $40,000  in  remodeling. 


And  Only  3,000  Pop. 

Prestonsburg,  Ky.  —  With  one 
house  already  available  to  cater  to 
the  town's  3,000  population,  two 
more  are  going  up.  Henry  Allen, 
owner  of  the  present  house,  is  build- 
ing one,  M.  C.  Elliott,  the  other. 


To  Open  in  New  Hartford 

Albany  —  Morris  Schulman,  who 
operates  in  Inlet  and  Clark's  Mills, 
will  open  Player's  Theater  in  New 
Hartford  after  Jan.  1. 


Yorh  Sales  Soar 

York,  Pa. — Sales  volume  of  the  York 
Ice  Machinery  Corp.  for  the  first  quar- 
ter of  its  fiscal  year  is  47  per  cent 
ahead  of  the  same  quarter  last  year, 
reports  William  S.  Shipley,  president. 
Orders  booked  for  the  three  months  end- 
ing Dec.  31,  1939,  were  $3,588,629 
against  $2,438,946  for  the  same  period 
last  year. 


Glass  Industry  Expansion 
Aided  By  Theatrical  Mart 

Production  in  the  flat  glass  indus- 
try is  expected  by  industry  observers 
to  show  a  gain  of  between  10  and  15 
per  cent  in  1940  over  1939,  and  one 
of  the  important  sources  of  antici- 
pated gain  is  via  extensive  moderni- 
zation programs  which  will  be  car- 
ried on  during  the  ensuing  12-month 
span  in  connection  with  film  thea- 
ters. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  development 
of  several  new  products  in  the  flat 
glass  industry  during  the  past  year 
has  stimulated  the  use  of  glass  in 
additional  forms  and  applications. 
Among  the  most  important  of  these 
are  glass  stone  and  a  new  insulating 
glass  unit.  The  former  is  a  struc- 
tural glass  masonry  unit.  The  in- 
sulating glass  is  a  double-glazed 
unit  sealed  with  a  metal  alloy  to  cre- 
ate an  insulating  captive  air  pocket. 

Back  Pitch  of  New  Chairs 
Focuses  Eyes  on  Screen 

Ames,  la. — A  complete  set  of  Hey- 
wood-Wakefield  streamlined  balcony 
seats  have  been  installed  at  the  New 
Ames  Theater. 

The  seats  are  of  blue  corduroy  and 
the  back,  coral  corduroy  and  are  of 
the  push-back  type  designed  to  fa- 
cilitate passage  between  rows.  One 
feature  of  the  new  chairs  is  that  the 
back  pitch  comfortably  focuses  the 
eyes  of  the  patrons  directly  on  the 


Saenger  to  Build  Fourth 

Film  Theater  in  Mobile 


Mobile,  Ala.  —  Saenger  Theaters 
Corp.,  operators  of  three  downtown 
Mobile  movie  houses,  will  build  a 
new  700-seater  on  Government  St. 
Loop  at  a  cost  of  $30,000,  to  be  com- 
pleted by  Dec.  31. 


Comerford,  Altec  Renew 

Comerford  Theaters  and  affiliated 
companies  have  renewed  service  con- 
tracts with  Altec  for  their  eighty 
theaters  in  Pennsylvania,  and  have 
enlarged  their  repair  and  replace- 
ment contracts  to  include  complete 
projection'  room  equipment,  accord- 
ing to  Altec.  Warren  Conner  nego- 
tiated for  the  latter  company. 


INDIANA  THEATERS 
PURCHASE  EQUIPMENT 


Indianapolis — The  National  Thea- 
ter Supply  Co.  branch  here  reports 
the  following  new  equipment  instal- 
lations over  the  state:  New  Circle 
Theater,  Hagerstown,  Simplex  Four 
Star  sound  system,  Simplex  machine, 
Walker  Silversheet  screen,  Peerless 
lamps  and  booth  accessories. 

Isis  Theater,  Winimac,  Simplex 
Four  Star  sound  and  E-7  Simplex 
projectors.  House  owned  by  Verne 
Gorrell. 

Alhambra  Theater,  Elwood,  and 
Grumpe  Theater,  Columbus,  new 
Crestwood  carpet.  Houses  owned  by 
Rembusch  Circuit. 

Columbia  Theater,  operated  by  A. 
E.  Hancock,  Hertner  transverter. 

Riley  Theater,  owned  by  R.  R. 
Boots,  Crestwood  carpet. 

Colonial  Theater,  Anderson,  owned 
by  H.  P.  Jones,  Hei'tner  generator. 

Columbia  Theater,  owned  by  Os- 
car Fine,  Evansville,  Peerless  Mag- 
narc  lamps,  General  Electric  Copper 
Oxide  rectifiers,  Simplex  projectors 
and  booth  equipment.  Automaticket 
ticket  register. 

Citadel  Theater,  Bloomfield,  Myers 
Flater,  Peerless  Magnarc  lamps, 
Hertner  transverter,  Simplex  rear 
shutters  and  DeLuxe  pedestals. 

Pastime  Theater,  Richmond,  Guy 
W.  Alexander,  new  type  Simplex 
S-I  projectors  complete,  Simplex 
Four  Star  sound  system  and  Walker 
sound  screen. 


Will  Add  200  Seats 

Westport,  Conn. — George  Comden, 
operator  for  the  past  10  years  of 
the  Fine  Arts,  has  begun  complete 
renovation  to  include  increase  in 
seating  capacity  from  500  to  700. 
McMann  air-conditioning,  new  Co- 
lonial front,  new  marquee,  new 
sound,  projection,  lounge  and  rest- 
rooms,  and  interior  decoration  are 
included  in  the  plans.  Cronin  & 
Brown  of  Boston  are  the  architects. 


Improve  Fordyce's  Dallas 

Fordyce,  Ark.  —  The  new  Dallas 
Theater  here,  a  K.  Lee  Williams 
house,  plans  to  construct  a  20x30 
addition  to  the  building  which  will 
house  a  new  cooling  system  for  the 
main  auditorium.  New  seats  are 
also  being  installed. 


Descoteaux  Adding  House 

Manchester,    N.    H. — A    new    air- ! 
conditioned,  500-seat  film  theater  will 
be  established  in  the   Sun  building, 
which  has  been  purchased  by  Lucien  | 
Descoteaux,   who   now   operates   the  ! 
Empire  Theater  in  East  Manchester 
and  the  Globe  here. 


SIMPLEX  P! 


How  the  Specific 

Sales  Manager, 

EARLY  in  1936  we  knew  t! 
nical  improvement  as  had 
engineers  had  been  told  wh 
ernization  of  motion  picture 
historically  outstanding  in  th 
duced  Simplex  E-7  Projector 
lutionary  advances  in  the  ma 

Simplex  E-7  has  been  desi 
Isaac,  Director  of  Projection, 
ment  since  sound."  The  wi 
tern  speaks  eloquently  of  the 

The  evidence  that  there 
introduction  of  Simplex  Soi 
paper  by  George  Friedl,  Dire 
sented  at  the  SMPE  spring  m 

WHILE  the  Simplex  E-7 
tionably  fully  met  the  i 
new  and  better,  there  soon  » 
were  also  anxious  to  mod' 
extremely  important  consid 
aware  that  it  pays  to  give 
projection.  Mr.  Friedl  explai 
his  1938  SMPE  paper  to  whi 
"Unfortunately,  in  the  r. 
equipment  has  been  inferio 
dramatic  appeal  of  many  pre 
seriously  affected  the  gener, 
theaters  (under  1,000  seats) 
in  this  country.  The  mediurr 
sent  about  13  per  cent,  and 
3  per  cent.    Our  interest  hi 

small  and  medium  size  theat< 

* 

THE  conditions  referred  to 
introduction  and  manufac 
the  new  SI  Projector,  which! 
and  SI  Lamp  House.  Also  o 
theaters  seeking  to  moderniJ 
chronized  Front  and  Rear  5 
Regular  Simplex  Mechanisms 
All  this  equipment  has  aire 
to  go  into  detail  here  regarc 
designed  and  introduced  by  it 
in  1939  is  hardly  less  impd 
we  introduced  in  1938.  The 
in  the  fact  that  for  the  fit 
equipment  is  manufactured  t 
all  theaters  regardless  of  siz 
an  assurance  that  he  can  mc 
reasonable  cost  and  be  abs 
quality,  the  world  standard  f 
to  give  their  patrons  the  fi 
risk  the  purchase  of  inferior 
the  thousands  of  small  theat 
world,  the  advance  Simplex  i 
very  definite  and  outstanding 
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".ESS  IN  1939  ■ 

Theaters  Were  Met 

ER 

/  Projector  Corp. 

in  our  task  to  pioneer  in  tech- 
for  over  30  years.  By  1937  our 
d  and  our  plans  for  the  moti- 
ve re  well  under  way.    1938  is 
s  Company  in  that  year  intro- 
i  Star  Sound  System — two  revo- 
motion  picture  equipment, 
ess  an  authority  than  Lester  B. 
liters,  as  "the  greatest  improve- 
ptance  of  Simplex  Sound  Sys- 
fis  splendid  equipment, 
e  and  urgent  demand  for  our 
t  is  clearly   indicated  via   the 
eering,  I.  P.  C.  Company,  pre- 


Simplex  Sound  System  unques- 
of  large  theaters,  for  something 
id  from  smaller  theaters  which 
he   question    of   cost   was   an 

use   exhibitors   were   also    fully 
>est  possible  sound  and  visual 
>n  very  well  in  an  extract  from 
Iready  referred: 
eproduction    of   small    theater 

'.  large  theater  equipment,  the 
been  impaired.   This  has  quite 

i  of  some  features  as  the  small 
least  84  per  cent  of  the  houses 

f  (1,000  to  2,000  seats)  repre- 
aters  (over  2,000  seats)  about 
velop  good  equipment  for  the 
for  the  large  theaters." 

pet  by  us  in  1939  through  the 
i  ex  Sound  System  Type  E,  and 

SI  Mechanism,  the  SI  Pedestal 
oitance  to  owners  of  small  size 
iiiment  at  small  cost  is  the  Syn- 

hment  for  Super  Simplex  and 
i  ly  increase  screen  illumination. 

described  and  it  is  unnecessary 
id  advantages  of  the  equipment 
oil  939.  The  progress  made  by  us 

le  revolutionary  improvements 
i  f  these  improvements  also  lies 
iriuplete  line  of  motion   picture 

iy  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
8si  of  the  small  theater  now  has 
icnund  and  visual  projection  at  a 
it  e  that  he  is  getting  Simplex 
ijifears.  Theater  owners  desiring 

entertainment  need  no  longer 
ii«!  second  hand  equipment.  For 
l  ted  States  and  throughout  the 

de  in  the  year  1939  represents 
i$i 


RCA  MARKETS  ROBOT 
ELECTRONIC  SWITCH 


A  remarkable  automatic  electrical 
device  which  responds  to  the  almost 
immeasurable  electrical  change  in 
the  human  body  to  turn  lights  on  and 
off,  sound  alarms,  and  perform  nu- 
merous other  services  in  a  wide  vari- 
ety of  applications,  is  being  made 
available  to  motion  picture  theaters, 
it  has  been  announced  by  Edward  C. 
Cahill,  RCA  Photophone  division 
manager. 

The  device  is  known  as  the  RCA 
Electronic  Control,  and  is  a  capacity- 
operated  relay.  No  photocell  or  light 
beam  is  utilized.  The  relay  responds 
instead  to  the  change  in  electrical 
capacity  which  takes  place  when  a 
person  approaches. 

Applications  for  the  Electronic 
Control  in  the  theater  are  almost 
unlimited,  extending  from  novel 
lobby  displays  which  light  up  when 
a  patron  approaches,  to  protection 
against  illegal  entry  into  the  thea- 
ter through  exit  doors.  It  may  be 
made  to  energize  motors,  buzzers  or 
other  electrical  apparatus,  and  can 
be  completely  concealed  behind  a 
wall  or  enclosure.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary that  a  tiny  wire  be  exposed. 

The  Electronic  Control  unit  is 
housed  in  an  inconspicuous  gray  met- 
al cabinet,  and  is  completely  self- 
contained.  It  operates  from  a  stand- 
ard 110-volt  AC  power  supply. 


Theater  for  Farmington 

Detroit  —  Associated  Theaters  is 
starting  construction  at  once  on 
their  newest  project,  a  600-seater  in 
Farmington,  extreme  northwest  su- 
burb of  Detroit,  now  theaterless.  P. 
R.  Pereira  is  architect,  and  Louis 
Rose,  builder. 


$100,000  Price  Hill  Project 

Cincinnati — Bud  Ackerson,  owner 
of  the  Glenway,  Price  Hill,  will 
erect  a  new  1,000-seat,  $100,000  mo- 
tion picture  theater  in  this  suburb, 
construction  to  start  at  once. 


Alliance  Circuit  to  Build 

Chicago — Alliance  Theater  circuit 
will  build  a  third  theater  in  Logans- 
port,  Ind.  Chain  now  has  the  Roxy 
and  the  Paramount. 


Still  Another  In  Detroit 

Detroit — Plans  for  a  new  1,000 
seat  house  for  Detroit  are  disclosed 
by  Bennett  and  Straight,  theatrical 
architects. 


Builds  in  Villa  Grove 

Chicago — George  Barber  is  build- 
ing a  new  theater  at  Villa  Grove, 
to  be  called  the  Gem. 


More  Drive-ins 

Boston — Interests  headed  by  Phil  Smith 
will  push  the  drive-in  invasion  of  the 
Mid-West  this  year.  In  addition  to  Cin- 
cinnati, where  exhib.  opposition  has 
been  encountered,  the  Smith  group  plans 
drive-ins  for  Indianapolis,  Cleveland  and 
Hathaway  City,  Mo.,  this  Spring.  Addi- 
tions  to   the  list  are  possible. 


Motiograph  Equipment 

In  5  Porto  Rican  House 


Chicago — G.  C.  May,  chief  engi- 
neer for  Motiograph,  Inc.,  has  re- 
turned from  an  extended  stay  in 
Porto  Rico,  where  he  supervised  the 
installation  of  modern  booth  equip- 
ment in  five  new  theaters,  recently 
opened  by  the  T.  Llamas  circuit, 
which  is  affiliated  with  the  Marti 
Theater  circuit  of  the  Island.  The 
new  houses  seat  from  900  to  1,600 
persons  and  are  located  in  San  Juan 
territory.  He  estimated  that  more 
than  a  half  million  dollars  was  in- 
vested in  the  new  theaters  and  equip- 
ment. 

Recent  jobs  for  the  Motiograph 
Co.  in  this  territory  included  a  Mod- 
el KK  for  the  Great  States'  Rialto 
Theater  at  Joliet,  111. 


Photophone  Equipment 

Going  in  Five  Houses 

Five  new  contracts  for  installation 
of  RCA  Photophone  equipment  are 
announced  by  RCA  Mfg.  Co.'s  head- 
quarters in  Camden. 

Houses  are  the  Palace  in  Marion, 
O.,  operated  by  Northio  Theaters 
Corp.;  the  new  de  luxe  600-seater  at 
1482  Broadway,  New  York,  which 
the  Waybro  Theater  Corp.  is  equip- 
ping with  the  latest  type  of  High 
Fidelity  sound;  the  Louis  Weithe- 
operated  new  860-seater  in  West- 
wood,  Cincinnati  suburb;  the  new 
Chester,  Chester,  Pa.,  which  is  a 
Cherokee  Theaters  project;  and  the 
new  house  at  Woodstown,  N.  J., 
which  Harold  Thorp  and  Murry 
Sternberg  are  building  to  replace  the 
recently  burned  Opera  House. 


Improve  Robertson  Houses 

Osborne,  O.— The  Midway  Thea- 
ter has  recently  installed  new  pro- 
jectors and  new  RCA  sound  equip- 
ment. J.  C.  and  Frances  Robertson, 
owners,  have  also  installed  new  car- 
pets in  the  Shawnee,  Shawnee,  all 
purchased  from  Mid-West  Theater 
Supplies. 

Ray  Brown  to  Build 

Harlan,  la. — Ray  Brown,  operat- 
ing the  Harlan  Theater,  announces 
that  work  will  be  started  shortly  on 
a  new  350-seat  house  which  will  be 
located  four  doors  east  of  the  Har- 
lan Theater.  New  house  will  be  com- 
pleted about  March  1. 


SYNCHRONIZE  B.O.  AND 
WESTINGHOUSE  UNITS 


Saving  one-third  to  one-half  in 
operating  cost  was  obtained  when  the 
Kroeschell  Engineering  Co.  recently 
replaced  the  15-year-old  C02  air  con- 
ditioning plant  at  the  State  Lake 
Theater,  Chicago,  by  a  new  system 
incorporating  the  most  advanced 
engineering  developments.  This  is 
the  first  big  modernization  of  the 
sort  in  the  West  and  holds  particu- 
lar significance  to  both  the  air  condi- 
tioning and  theater  industries. 

In  the  new  installation  the  four 
40 -ton  Westinghouse  condensing 
units  total  but  160-horsepower,  200 
square  feet  of  floor  space,  and  weigh 
10  tons.  The  previous  two  100-ton 
C02  refrigerating  machines  required 
250  horsepower,  1,000  square  feet 
and  weighed  83  tons  without  founda- 
tions. The  new  system  operates  in 
synchronism  with  the  box-office,  units 
being  automatically  turned  on  and 
off  to  match  the  relative  number  of 
people  in  the  theater.  Each  of  the 
hermetically  sealed  condensing  ma- 
chines has  its  individual  evaporator 
unit  to  equalize  loading  and  simplify 
operation.  The  machines  work  in 
conjunction  with  copper  finned  cool- 
ing coils  and  a  bank  of  niters.  The 
condensing  units  do  not  require  foun- 
dations; in  fact  are  so  vibrationless 
that  they  are  not  even  fastened  to 
the  floor. 

It  is  interesting  that  although  the 
original  plant  was  still  in  good  op- 
erating condition  it  had  no  salvage 
value.  There  simply  seemed  to  be 
no  market. 

The  State  Lake  Theater  was  pur- 
chased about  two  years  ago  by 
B  &  K.  This  recent  modernization 
is  typical  of  the  new  management's 
desire  to  utilize  the  latest  scientific 
advances  that  can  be  economically 
justified  to  increase  comfort  in  their 
theaters. 


$140,000  Theater  Building 
For  Rosenfeld  in  Dunbar 


Dunbar,  W.  Va. — Lester  Rosenfeld 
is  breaking  ground  for  a  new  $140,- 
000  theater  and  building  at  Dunbar. 
Eight  bowling  alleys  and  two  store- 
rooms will  be  included  in  the  theater 
building. 


Baroudi  to  Improve  House 

North  Creek— Phil  Baroudi  will 
close  the  Happy  Hour  Feb.  24  for  a 
month,  with  Easter  Sunday  reopen- 
ing planned.  While  theater  is  dark, 
Baroudi  will  completely  remodel,  in- 
stall new  projectors,  sound,  air  and 
heating  conditioning  and  new  seats. 
Cost  estimated  between  $10,000  and 
$15,000. 
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NEW  RKO  WILL  GET 
ITS  ASSETS  JAN.  26 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

company  after  seven  years  in  the 
Courts.  The  order,  which  takes  ef- 
fect five  business  days  after  filing, 
will  be  formally  entered  tomorrow, 
it  was  stated  at  the  hearing  held 
yesterday. 

Actual  closing  and  transfer  of  all 
securities  and  properties  will  be 
effected  Jan.  26  at  the  offices  of  the 
Irving  Trust.  The  only  major 
change  in  the  order  provides  for  the 
Irving  Trust  to  reserve  an  addi- 
tional $64,625  to  secure  the  Chem- 
ical Bank  &  Trust  Co.  and  its  at- 
torneys for  compensation  for  ser- 
vices. 

Marland  Gale,  attorney  for  the 
SEC,  requested  the  Court  to  direct 
service  of  copies  of  all  applications 
for  allowances  on  the  SEC  to  afford 
it  an  opportunity  of  reporting  on 
them.  Judge  Bondy  agreed  to  this 
application. 

The  Court  criticized  the  fine  print 
used  on  stock  options,  claiming  that 
copies  of  the  charter  printed  on  the 
options  were  unreadable  and  would 
not  be  notice  to  the  public.  Judge 
Bondy  stated  that  the  only  remain- 
ing step  of  importance  was  the  pass- 
ing on  allowances,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  "they  will  be  modest." 
He  congratulated  officials  on  what 
he  termed  a  successful  conclusion 
to  the  Court  proceedings. 


End  Equity  Interrogatories 
Confab;  Both  Sides  Pleased 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

bia  Pictures  to  Governmental  inter- 
rogatories which  was  to  be  heard  to- 
day was  adjourned  by  stipulation  to 
Feb.  19. 


Ed  Rosenbaum  Lectures 

Philadelphia — Ed.  Rosenbaum,  ex- 
ploiteer  for  Columbia  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, delivered  a  lecture  on  adver- 
tising and  promotion  before  Dr. 
Reese  James'  two  journalism  classes 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following   on    their   birthdays: 

JANUARY    19 
Hal    Roach  Harry  H.   Buxbaum 

B.  P.  Schulberg  Lou    Metzger 

Harvey  H.  Gates 
JANUARY   20 
Dennis    F.    O'Brien  Viscount    Julius 

Joseph  Adam  De   Morales 

Hugo    Mayer 
JANUARY   21 
Arthur  S.   Dickinson  S.    Carlisle 

Wheeler    Jennings  H.     William     Fitelson 


•  •      •      IT    was    a    precedent-setting    party    that    UA    tendered    last 

evening  to  Mister  Ernst  Lubitsch and  Miss  Ingrid  Bergman,  Sweden's 

comely    cinema    star in    the    exclusive    River    Club precedent- 
setting  'cause  this  is  the  first   instance   we   know  of.  ...  .  .whereupon   a 

big-time    producer-director    and    a    big-time    international    star have 

been   symbolically   feted   on  the   same   occasion   in   the  Met.   area 

Mister  Lubitsch's   part  in   the   proceeding   arising   from   the   fact   that   his 

future    productions will    be    released    through    UA and    Miss 

Bergman's  screen  efforts  will  be  for  the  account  of  Selznick  International 
also  distributed  via  UA 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     'TWAS    a    brilliant    gathering o'er   at    the    River 

Club for  not  only  were  the  guests  of  honor  on  hand  with 

faces  a'beaming but  UA   big-wigs  as   well arid  a   bevy 

of   distinguished    guests A    quick    glance   about   the   swanky 

surroundings   disclosed   Murray    Silverstone,    Harry    D.    Buckley, 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  Lynn  Farnol,  Monroe  Greenthal John  Hay 

Whitney,   Gilbert  Miller,  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Nelson   Rockefeller,   Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Richard  Myers,  Ben  Sonnenberg,  Elizabeth  Hawes,  Jack 

Alicoate,  Charles  McCarthy and  the  creme  de  la  creme  of  the 

critics,  trade  paper  folk,  and  fan  mag  editors Concisely,  it 

set  a  pace  for  future  gathering  in  A.D.  1940  hereabouts 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      SHORTLY  thereafter  in  Hollywood took  place   another 

top-flight  get-together namely,  the  grand  testimonial  dinner  accorded 

to  and  richly  deserved  by  William  IeBaron.   Para.'s   managing  director 

of  Production because  of  all  the  many  things  he  has  done  for  the 

fame  and  fortune   of  our  industry The   big  shindig   was   under   the 

aegis   of   the  Masquers   Club which   is   sortofa   West   Coast   edition 

of  the  local  Lambs There  were   so   many  pix  notables   at  the   din- 
ner   that  Uncle  Sam  could  there  and  then  have  taken  an  accurate 

census  of  the  male  stars  in  Hollywood 


Trade  Leaders  to  Attend 

Premiere  of  "Blue  Bird" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Schenck  arrive  from  the  Coast  this 
morning  to  attend,  as  do  Gene 
Markey  and  his  wife,  Hedy  Lamarr. 
They  will  remain  over  for  the  world 
premiere  of  the  company's  "The 
Grapes  of  Wrath"  at  the  Rivoli  on 
Wednesday. 

Industry  figures  in  tonight's  audi- 
ence will  include: 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Irving  Berlin,  John  R.  Dillon, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Buddy  De  Sylva,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Max  Gordon,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Goetz,  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Will  Hays.  Nunnallv  Johnson,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  S.  R.  Kent.  Sidney  Lanfield,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Ernest  Lubitsch,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gene 
Markey,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gilbert  Miller.  Mr.  & 
Mr,.  J.  P.  McEvoy,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Michel.  Seton  Porter,  William  P.  Phillips, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herbert 
Bayard  Swope,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lowell  Thomas. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herman  Wobber  and  Mr.  & 
Mrs     Darryl    F.    Zanuck. 

Also  Jack  Alicoate.  Norman  Arenwald,  Neil 
Agnew.  Harry  Arthur,  Roger  Albright,  Chester 
B.  Balm.  Leo  Brecher,  Harry  Brandt,  William 
Brandt.  Herman  Becker,  L.  Bolognino,  A. 
Blumstein,  Lou  Brandt,  John  Benas.  Bernie 
Brooks.  Clayton  Bond.  Joe  Bernhard,  Mort 
Blumenstock,  Barney  Balaban.  Harry  Buck- 
ley, Harry  Brand,  Jack  Bloom,  M.  Breggin, 
Rodney  Bush.  Nat  Brower.  H.  H.  Buxbaum, 
Sam  Coolick,  Max  A.  Cohen.  Jack  Colin, 
Have  Chatkin.  Harry  Colin.  E.  H.  Collins, 
William  Clark.  Alfred  Corwin,  Harry  Cox, 
Frank  Damis,  Sid  Deneau,  Irving  Dollinger,  i 
Xed  Depinet,  Howard  Dietz.  Arthur  DeBra, 
Oscar  Doob.  Harvey  Day,  Hector  Dodd,  Dan 


Doberty.  Miss  Vyvyan  Donner.  Gus  Eysell, 
Russel  Emde,  Norman  Elson.  Charles  Einfeld. 
William  J.  Eadie,  Nat  Fellman.  Max  Feller- 
man,  Si  Fabian,  Emanuel  Frisch.  Seymour 
Florin,  J.  A.  Fein.  Lynn  Farnol.  Roger  Ferri. 
William  Freedman,  Steve  Fitzgibbon  and 
Alan    Freedman. 

E.  C.  Grainger,  Jack  Gelber,  Sam  Goodman. 
Harold  Greenberg,  Louis  Goldberg.  Harry 
Goldstein,  Charles  Gordon,  Robert  Gillham, 
Monroe  Greenthal,  Harry  Goldberg,  Harry 
Goetz.  William  C.  Gehring,  Maurice  Goodman, 
S.  Gambee,  Edward  Hinchy,  A.  A.  Hovell, 
Harry  Hecht,  Wally  Howes,  Jack  Harris, 
Harry  A.  Harris,  Homer  Harman.  Clarence 
Hill.  Percy  Heiliger,  W.  J.  Hutchinson, 
Frank  S.  Irby,  Ben  Joel.  Don  Jacocks,  Leo 
Justin,  Morris  Jacks.  Felix  Jenkins.  A.  J. 
Kearney,  Benjamin  Knobel,  Irving  Kaplan. 
Dee  Krepps,  Moe  Kurtz,  Harold  Klein.  I. 
Kafko,  Harry  Kaplowitz.  L.  J.  Kaufman. 
Harry  Katz.  Edwin  P.  Kilroe,  W.  J.  Kupper 
and    Morris    Kinzler. 

Joel  Levy,  Frank  Lynch,  Abe  Leff.  Eugene 
Levy,  Irving  Lesser,  J.  H.  Lang.  I.  Lincer, 
Lew  Lehr,  Joseph  Lee,  D.  Levy,  Donald  M. 
Mersereau,  Fred  Meyers,  Charles  Moses, 
Charles  McDonald,  Harry  Mandel.  M.  J. 
Miller,  Irwin  Margulies.  Albert  Margulies, 
Lewis     Moses,     Charles     Moskowitz,     Charles 

E.  McCarthy,  Joseph  Moskowitz,  Martin 
Moskowitz,  Harry  Mersay,  Eugene  McEvoy, 
Irving  Maas,  Elliot  McManus,  Abe  Montague, 
Carl  E.  Milliken,  Barret  McCormick,  W.  C. 
Michel,  Leon  Netter,  John  O'Connor,  Robert 
Paskow.  Wesley  Pratzner,  Jack  Partington, 
Joseph  Pincus,  William  Powers,  Sam  Rosen, 
Al  Reid.  Sam  Rinzler,  M.  Ruden.  Walter 
Reade,  Jr..  Ed  Rugoff,  Arthur  Rapf,  Sidney 
Rosenow,    Irving   Renner,   Charles   Regan.   W. 

F.  Rodgers,    Edmund   Reek   and   Arch    Reeve. 
Also      Leonard      Schlessinger,      Jack      Shea. 

Charles  Steiner.  Fred  Schwartz.  William  B. 
Stein.  Joseph  M.  Seider,  A.  L.  Suchman. 
Dan    Seider,    Eddie    Stern,    Ben    Sherman,    Sid 


RETAIN  COLE,  MYERS 
IN  ALLIED  OFFICES 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

Washington,  D.  C,  was  elected  sec- 
retary. 

Elected  to  serve  on  the  Executive 
Committee  were  Col.  Cole^^Al 
Steffes,  Sidney  Samuelson,  N*<?Aan 
Yamins,  Martin  Smith,  Jack  Kirsch 
and  M.  A.  Rosenberg. 

In  a  formal  statement,  Allied's 
directors  declared  yesterday  that  the 
organization  will  take  whatever 
steps  are  necessary  to  protect  its 
members  from  being  the  innocent 
victims  of  any  general  strike  grow- 
ing out  of  a  dispute  in  which  they 
are  not  parties. 

Colonel  Cole  said  he  regarded  the 
situation  as  serious  inasmuch  as  the 
producers'  wage  increase  agree- 
ments with  studio  unions  extended 
only  until  Feb.  15  and  that  the  re- 
opening of  negotiations  could  re- 
sult in  another  threatened  walkout 
which  might  affect  theater  projec- 
tionists.         

Seek  N.  Y.  Allied  State 

Convention  for  Syracuse 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

nounced  following  yesterday's  reg- 
ional meeting  of  the  Syracuse  unit. 
Convention  is  planned  for  April. 

Regional  Vice-President  Rap  Mer- 
riman  designated  Sidney  L.  Gross- 
man and  Jack  Karp,  both  of  Syra- 
cuse, and  Ray  Pashley  of  Interlaken 
as  the  unit's  Grievance  Committee. 

Next  session  of  the  unit  will  be 
held  Feb.  23. 

Ed  Souhami,  counsel  of  the  state 
association,  was  here  for  the  meet- 


Allied   May  Seek  Another 
Screen  Advertising  Tie-up 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

be  determined  by  a  special  commit- 
tee which  will  explore  the  possi- 
bilities of  screen  advertising  as  a 
whole. 

The  committee,  of  which  Arthur 
Howard  of  Boston  is  chairman,  will 
survey  the  field  and  may  even  seek 
to  renew  the  Alexander  pact.  Its 
findings  will  be  reported  to  the 
board. 


Samuelson.  David  Snaper,  Murie  Stahl,  H. 
Sussman.  Herman  Starr,  Sol  Schwartz,  Joe  St. 
Clair.  Wm.  Schutzer,  M.  Sanders,  Perry 
Stein.  G.  Stamatus.  Monroe  Stein,  C.  E. 
Smith.  Grad  Sears,  George  Schaefer,  Nat 
Spingold,  Murray  Silverstone,  Joel  Swenson, 
Ted  Shaw.  Norman  Steinberg.  R.  B.  Simon- 
son,  J.  Seco,  J.  Sichelman,  Spyros  Skouras. 
George  Skouras.  Aubrey  Schenck.  Louis  Shan- 
field,  Gerald  Spiero,  S.  R.  Schlein.  Major  L.  E. 
Thompson,  J.  Thompson.  Sydney  Towell,  Paul 
Terry.  Lowell  Thomas.  Ed  Thorgersen.  Frank- 
lyn  Lnderwood,  George  C.  Walsh,  I.  Welt, 
Jay  B.  Wren.  William  White.  Frank  Walker. 
Miss  Ruth  Weisberg.  Earl  Wingart,  William 
Weiss,  William  Warner.  Leslie  Whelan. 
William  Yoost,  Bernard  Zimetbaum  and  E. 
Zabel. 


STORKS! 


Howard  Le  Sieur,  of  United  Ar- 
tists, is  the  father  of  an  eight 
pound  girl  born  yesterday. 


Friday,  January  19,  1940 


«REVI€WS» 

"Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois" 

with  Raymond  Massey,  Gene  Lockhart,  Ruth 

Gordon,  Mary  Howard 
RKO  Radio  110  Mins. 

PiSTINCTIVE  LINCOLN  STORY,  RICH 
INW*"VMA,  SHOULD  REPEAT  AS  AWARD 
WINNER  AND  AT  B.O. 

As  a  stage  play,  Robert  E.  Sherwood's 
brilliant  and  dramatic  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois" captured  the  Pulitzer  Prize  and  rolled 
up  a  tidy  fortune.  As  filmed  with  attention 
to  nicety  of  detail  by  Max  Gordon,  producer, 
and  John  Cromwell,  director,  from  Sher- 
wood's own  screenplay  for  RKO  Radio,  it 
promises  to  repeat  as  an  award  winner  and 
at  the  box  office  for  those  showmen  who 
take  full  advantage  of  its  many  selling  pos- 
sibilities. Both  stage  and  screen  have  had 
many  Lincoln  stories  before  this,  but  Sher- 
wood's tale,  sincerely  adapted  by  Grover 
Jones  and  as  sincerely  played  by  Raymond 
Massey,  Gene  Lockhart  and  a  hand-picked 
cast,  is  distinctive.  Content  with  carrying 
Lincoln  from  his  gangling  youth  in  an  Illi- 
nois wilderness  home  to  his  election  to  the 
presidency  and  departure  from  Springfield 
for  the  White  House,  Sherwood  contrives 
to  add  immeasurably  to  the  humanness  of 
his  Lincoln  portraiture.  In  this,  need  one 
add,  he  has  the  most  generous  assistance 
from  Massey.  On  screen  as  well  as  on 
stage  previously,  Massey  is  every  inch  Abe 
Lincoln,  whether  wrestling  with  Salem's 
bully,  tending  store,  courting  sweet  Ann 
Rutledge,  spinning  stories,  debating  with 
Stephen  Douglas,  going  home  to  tell  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln  of  his  election  (which  ful- 
filled her  great  ambition  although  it  came 
too  late)  or  bidding  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors an  affectionate  farewell  from  the  plat- 
form of  the  Washington-bound  special  train. 
Audiences  must  come  away  from  the  theater 
not  only  entertained  but  with  a  far  clearer 
conception  of  the  Lincoln  character.  Yes, 
and,  importantly  to  the  showman,  with  eager 
desire  to  discuss  that  conception.  Word- 
of-mouth  will  do  much  for  "Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois."  In  translating  the  play  into  terms 
of  cinema,  Sherwood  and  Jones  have  taken 
full  advantages  of  the  possibilities  for 
elaboration.  The  story  has  been  rounded 
out  by  scenes  impossible  on  the  stage,  al- 
though the  impression  of  episodic  treatment 
persists,  perhaps  necessarily.  Even  in  his 
Illinois  years,  Lincoln  lived  a  crowded  life. 
The  picture,  too,  enhances  the  play's  sterl- 
ing theme  of  Americanism,  so  timely  today. 
Naturally,  the  outstanding  scenes  are  those 
devoted  to  Lincoln's  debate  with  Douglas 
and  the  departure  for  Washington.  Both 
are  effectively  presented,  admirably  played. 
The  finale  is  socko — just  that.  Young  and 
old,  they'll  be  reaching  for  their  handker- 
chiefs, for  the  emotional  impact  is  terrific. 
But  there  are  many  other  scenes  scarcely 
less  effective,  among  them  Lincoln  at  Ann 
Rutledge's  death  bed,  John  Brown's  surrend- 
er to  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  E.  Lee — but  space 
presses.  Cromwell's  direction  is  deft 
throughout,  Roy  Webb's  musical  score  is 
finely  atmospheric  and  James  Wong  Howe's 
camera  work  is  tops.  On  the  supporting  per- 
formance side,  a  critical  salute  to  Gene  Lock- 
hart's  swell  Stephen  Douglas,  to  Ruth  Gordon 
as  Mary  Todd,  to  Mary  Howard  as  Ann  Rut- 
ledge,  to  Elisabeth  Risdon  as  Sara  Lincoln, 
to  Minor  Watson's  Joshua  Speed  and  to 
Alan   Baxter's  Billy  Herndon,  among  others. 

CAST:  Raymond  Massey,  Gene  Lockhart, 
Ruth  Gordon,  Mary  Howard,   Dorothy  Tree, 


Cleveland  Exhibs  Elect 
Schwartz  Prexy  for  7th  Time 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Schwartz;  Vice-President  Albert  E. 
Ptak;  Secretary,  George  Erdmann. 
L.  G.  Baldwin  succeeds  M.  B.  Hor- 
witz  as  treasurer. 

Meyer  Fine  and  P.  E.  Essick  were 
elected  to  the  board  of  trustees  for 
three  years,  Jack  Shulman,  Max  Jac- 
obs and  Henry  Greenberger  for  one 
vear.  This  is  Schwartz's  seventh 
term   as   president. 


Harvev  Stephens,  Minor  Watson,  Alan  Bax- 
ter, Howard  de  Silva,  Aldrich  Bowker, 
Maurice  Murphy,  Louis  Jean  Heydt,  Clem 
Bevans.  Harlan  Briggs,  Herbert  Rudley,  Andy 
Clyde,  Roger  Imhof,  Leona  Roberts,  Edmund 
Elton,  Florence  Roberts,  George  Rosener, 
Fay  Helm,  Trevor  Bardette,  Syd  Saylor, 
Elisabeth  Risdon. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Max  Gordon;  Direc- 
tor, John  Cromwell;  From  the  play  by  Rob- 
ert E.  Sherwood;  Screenplay,  Robert  E. 
SHerwood;  Adaptation,  Grover  Jones;  Music, 
Roy  Webb;  Cameraman,  James  Wong  Howe; 
Soeci^l  Effects,  Vernon  Walker;  Montage, 
Douglas  Travers;  Assistant  Director,  Dewey 
Starkey;     Dance    Director,     David     Robel. 

DIRECTION,  Deft.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Tops. 


ARBITRATION  AT  ONCE 
IS  ALLIED'S  TARGET 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

distributor,  one  affiliated  exhibitor, 
one  independent  and  one  neutral,  as 
proposed  in  the  Code,  Allied  wants 
to  place  two  independents  on  the 
local  boards. 

President  H.  A.  Cole,  following  the 
meeting,  said  that  Allied's  recom- 
mendations would  not  change  the 
voting  strength  but  would  put  less 
pressure  on  the  neutral  arbitrator 
inasmuch  as  the  affiliated  exhibitor 
and  the  distributor,  although  hav- 
ing but  a  half-vote  each,  would  still 
represent  two  voices  against  one  in 
influencing  the  neutral  man. 

Having  made  its  recommenda- 
tions for  arbitration,  Allied  places 
the  next  step  solely  in  the  hands  of 
the   distributors. 

To  Seek  Prompt  Neely  Vote 

Four  other  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed at  the  final  session  yesterday; 
namely,  one  renewing  Allied's  en- 
dorsement of  the  Neely  bill  and  peti- 
tioning the  House's  interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce  Committee  to  re- 
nort  the  bill  out  promptly  so  that 
it  can  be  passed  at  the  current  ses- 
sion of  Congress;  another  asking 
distributors  to  cancel  all  outstand- 
ing licenses  for  the  showing  of  16 
mm.  versions  of  their  pictures  in 
competition  with  exhibitors;  another 
protesting  against  the  appearance  of 
stars  on  radio,  and  finally  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  regional  units  to  co- 
operate with  the  Yale  University's 
parking  problem  survey. 

Allied's  stand  on  70  per  cent  and 
other  terms  which  it  believes  are 
excessive  will  be  clarified  in  a  spe- 
cial statement  to  be  issued  next 
week  by  Abram  F.  Myers,  general 
counsel. 


DAILY 


Aid   to   Romance 

San  Antonio — Spanish  language  film 
houses  here  are  installing  double  seats 
without  arm   rests  between. 

Admitting  that  it's  an  aid  to  romance. 
G.  A.  Lucchese  of  the  1,800-seat  Na- 
cional  Theater  points  out  that  such 
seats  form  a  natural  spacing  interval 
when  placed  on  the  aisle  of  alternate 
rows    of    seats. 


Total  "GWTW"  Playdates 

Now  142  in  129  Cities 

Fifteen  additional  playdates  for 
"Gone  With  the  Wind,"  announced 
yesterday  by  M-G-M,  bring  the 
total  bookings  to  date  to  142  in  129 
cities.  First  bookings  in  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Montana  are  included  in 
latest  list. 

In  seven  cities  the  picture  plays 
three  performances  dailv  with  only 
the  evening  show  reserved.  They 
are:  Feb.  2,  Warner,  Youngstown, 
0.;  Capitol,  Pottsville,  Pa.;  Feb.  9, 
Capitol,  Hazelton,  Pa.;  Capitol,  Shen- 
andoah, Pa.;  Music  Box,  Tacoma, 
Wash.;  Feb.  16,  Colonial,  Lebanon, 
Pa.;  Strand,  Sunbury,  Pa.  (At  the 
Warner,  Youngstown,  and  the  Capi- 
tol, Shenandoah,  there  will  be  only 
two  shows  Sunday,  with  seats  re- 
served at  both  performances.) 

The  two-a-day  bookings  are:  Jan. 
29,  Carolina,  Charlotte,  N.  C;  Feb. 
2,  Shea,  Erie,  Pa.;  Feb.  8,  Fox, 
Butte,  Pa.;  Retlaw,  Fond  du  Lac, 
Wis.;  Feb.  11,  State,  Manchester,  N. 
H;  Shea,  Bradford,  Pa.;  Feb.  14, 
Capitol,  Sacramento,  Cal.;  Feb.  16, 
Capitol,  Chambersburg,  Pa.  (At  the 
Capitol,  Chambersburg,  there  will 
be  three  performances  Saturday, 
with  only  the  evening  show  re- 
served.) 

Following  a  two-week  run  at  the 
Carolina,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  the  film 
will  move  to  the  Imperial  for  an 
indefinite  engagement  at  the  same 
two-a-day  policy. 

Chicago — Great  States  is  complet- 
ing "GWTW"  deals  for  Peoria,  Rock- 
ford,  Springfield  and  Waukegan, 
111.,  and  South  Bend,  Ind.  It  opens  at 
the  Palace  Theater,  Peoria,  and  the 
Coronada  Theater,  Rockford,  Feb.  1. 

Mori;  Singer  says  his  circuit  has 
completed  a  four-week  "GWTW" 
deal  for  his  Minneapolis  theaters 
and  is  now  working  on  a  Dubuque, 
Iowa,   deal. 


All  Seat-Buyers  Equal 

Under  N.  Y.  Bill's  Terms 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

license  suspended  or  revoked  if  full 
and  equal  accommodations  were  not 
granted  all  persons  under  terms  of 
bill  hoppered  by  Daniel  Burrows, 
Harlem  assemblyman. 

Terms  would  permit  petitioning 
to  local  authorities  for  a  hearing, 
affirmative  finding  calling  for  at 
least  a  month's  suspension. 

A  new  employment  agency  bill 
wps  hoppered  yesterday  by  Assem- 
blyman Ostertag. 


Bernie  Under  Knife 

Ben  Bernie  is  recovering  from  an 
appendectomy   at    Doctors    Hospital. 


BRANDT  SAYS  EXHIBS. 
FAVOR  GROUP  BUYING 


(  C  ontiiiued  from   I'm,. 

prexy  recently  returned  from  a 
country-wide  tour. 

President  William  F.  Crockett  ap- 
pointed Morton  Thalheimer  and 
William  Wilder  to  represent  the  Vir- 
ginia exhib.  unit  on  Brandt's  com- 
mittee of  60  campaigning  against 
star  appearances  on  the  radio. 

James  R.  Grainger,  Republic's 
prexy,  also  addressed  the  conven- 
tion briefly. 

Col.  Robert  Barton,  the  MPTO's 
counsel,  in  a  legislative  forecast  said 
that  there  was  slight  chance  of  a 
seat  tax  measure  being-  introduced 
in  the  General  Assembly,  but  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  bills  for  a 
uniform  building  code  and  billboard 
registration    would   be   hoppered. 

Sam  Bendheim,  Jr.,  treasurer,  re- 
ported 85  per  cent  of  the  total  seats 
in  Virginia  were  represented  in  the 
Association. 

All  officers  were  re-elected  as  fol- 
lows: William  F.  Crockett,  president; 
Ben  Pitts,  vice-president:  Harold 
Wood,  secretary;  Sam  Bendheim. 
Jr.,  treasurer.  New  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  are  Jeff  Hof- 
heimer,  Robert  Levine.  John  Cald- 
well, Denver  Aleshire,  H.  M.  Moody. 
Dan  Weinberg. 


No  National  PTA  Action 
Has  Been  Taken  on  Duals 


(Continued  from   Page  1) 

Dr.  Edgar  Dale  of  Ohio  University, 
chairman  of  the  Congress'  Motion 
Pictures  and  Visual  Education  Com- 
mittee. 

Dale's  statement  indicates  that  the 
anti-duals  agitation  pressed  by  Par- 
ent Teacher  Associations  in  some 
cities  and  states  represents  local 
policy  only. 

However,  it  is  learned  that  the  is- 
sue may  be  brought  sharply  to  the 
fore  at  the  Congress'  1940  conven- 
tion, scheduled  for  Omaha  next  May. 
National  headquarters  is  maintained 
in  Chicago. 


Six  Stations  to  Herald 

Arrival  of  Jack  Warner 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

attend  the  69th  Infantry  regimental 
reunion  dinner  and  preview  of  WB's 
"The  Fighting  69th"  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  on  Wednesday  will  be  her- 
alded over  six  New  York  radio  sta- 
tions. 

Commentators  lined  up  include 
Allie  Low  Miles,  WMCA;  Stella 
Unger,  WEAF;  Sam  Taylor,  WHN; 
Mark  Hawley,  WOR;  Dave  Lowe. 
WNEW,  and  Mrs.  Bower,  WINS. 


Grainger  Gives  Luncheon 

Cleveland  —  Shea  managers  of 
Northern  Ohio  and  district  and 
branch  managers  of  local  exchanges 
were  luncheon  guests  of  E.  C. 
Grainger,  Shea  Theaters  general 
manager,  at  the  Statler  Hotel. 


WORLD-WIDE 
SUPREMACY 


NINE  out  of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  chosen 
in  the  Film  Daily's  1939  critics'  poll  were 
made  on  Eastman  Negative  Films.  Two  of 
the  Ten  Best  Pictures  were  made  in  Eng- 
land, and  both  were  on  Eastman — striking 
evidence  of  the  world-wide  recognition 
of  this  film's  excellence.  Eastman  Kodak 
Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brula- 
tour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort  Lee,  Chi- 
cago, Hollywood.) 


e 


NINE  OF  THE  "TEN  BEST" 
ON  EASTMAN  NEGATIVE 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Zanuck  Attacks  Yanking  of  First-Runs  on  Top  Pictures 

REJECTJjJjTOF  ALLIED  ARBITRATION  PLANJS  SEEN 

Cut  in  Earnings  May  be  Basis  for  Revoking  Wage  Hike 


Schenck  Sees  20th-Fox  Earn- 
ings for  1939  Two  Million 
Less  Than  Those  of  1938 

By  HOLLIS  KENNAHAN 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

When  the  producers  meet  with  the 
unions  on  Feb.  15,  as  provided  for 
in  recently  closed  contracts  grant- 
ing wage  increases,  basis  that  the 
producers  will  use  to  ask  for  a  revo- 
cation of  the  increases,  if  such  ac- 
tion is  taken,  will  be  a  three  months' 
record  of  earnings,  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  20th-Fox  board  chairman 
and  producers'  association  prexy, 
said  when  he  arrived  here  Friday. 
It    was    indicated    that    unless    the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


20th  Century-Fox  Will  Roadshow  at  Least 

Three  of  Its  Top-Bracket  Pix,  Says  Zanuck 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  have  at  least  three  top-bracket  pictures  which  will  be 
roadshowed  when  released  this  year,  Darryl  Zanuck  stated  when  he  arrived  here  Friday. 
"Lillian  Russell,"  "Brigham  Young"  and  "Down  to  the  Sea  in  Ships"  will  get  this  special 
treatment.  He  also  disclosed  that  "Lillian  Russell"  would  be  budgeted  at  over  $2,- 
000,000,  and  indicated  that  the  company  would  probably  have  more  pictures  in  Techni- 
color next  year  than  on  this  year's  program. 


N.  Y.  "STUDIO  CITY" 
PLANNED  BY  HARRIS 


Plans  for  a  "studio  city"  in  New 
York  may  be  revealed  today  with 
the  arrival  of  J.  B.  Harris,  Jr.,  presi- 
dent of  Harriscolor  Films,  Inc.,  who, 
according  to  a  week-end  announce- 
ment, will  confer  with  a  banking 
group  and  check  final  specifications 
for  the  projected  studio.  Harrison  G. 
Wiseman  is  reported  to  be  the  archi- 
tect. 

All   pictures    to   be    made    at   the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Tentative  Jurisdictional 
Agreement  Reached  at  Studios 

West   Coast    Bureau   of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Representatives  of 
studio  projectionists,  sound  men  and 
cameramen  confered  with  Pat  Casey, 
labor  representative  for  projection- 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Kingsberg  Named  KAO,  Keith  V-P; 
Merrill  Slated  for  RKO  Treasurer 


Election  of  Malcolm  Kingsberg  to 
the  post  of  executive  vice-president 
of  Keith-Albee-Orpheum  and  B.  F. 
Keith  Corp.  was  announced  Friday 
following  a  meeting  of  the  directors 
of  both  corporations. 

At  the  same  time,  George  J. 
Schaefer,  RKO  president,  announced 
that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  RKO 
board,  W.  J.  Merrill  would  be  nom- 
inated for  election  to  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  the  corporation.  Merrill 
was  elected  a  vice-president  of  RKO 


at  the  board's  meeting  on  Jan.  10. 

Merrill  has  been  with  RKO  four 
years,  serving  as  assistant  to  the 
president  for  the  last  year. 

Schaefer  said  on  Friday  as  he  de- 
parted for  the  Coast  with  Vice-Pres- 
ident Ned  Depinet  that  he  contem- 
plated no  further  changes  in  the  ex- 
ecutive personnel  of  the  company. 
Studio  conferences  will  cover  next 
season's  program.  Neither  Depinet 
nor  Schaefer  would  predict  the  num- 
ber   of    pictures    to    be    made. 


Will  H.  Hays  to  Speak 

at  Preview  of  WB  "69th" 


Indie  Postermen  to  Hold 

Convention  Here  Feb.  9 

National  Poster  Service  Associa- 
tion, embracing  the  more  than  30 
indie  renters  throughout  the  coun- 
try, will  stage  its  annual  convention 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy,  will 
be  a  guest  of  honor  and  speaker  at 
the  69th  Infantry's  regimental  din- 
ner at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Wed- 
nesday night  at  which  Warners' 
"The    Fighting    69th"    will    be    pre- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois" 
Makes  Wash'n  Bow  Tonight 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Official  and  social 
Washington  will  be  plentifully  repre- 
sented tonight  at  the  RKO  Keith^s 
theater  for  the  premiere  of  RKO's 
"Abe     Lincoln     in    Illinois."       Mrs. 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


20th-Fox  May  Seek  Protective  Clauses 
In  Contracts  to  Halt  Short  First-Runs 


Dec.  Admish  Tax  Receipts 
$45,842  Less  Than  in  1938 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  After  climbing  up- 
ward for  past  several  months,  admis- 
sion tax  collections  show  a  decline 
for  December,  1939,  compared  to  the 
same  month  of  the  previous  year  and 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Twentieth  Century-Fox,  if  neces- 
sary, may  resort  to  protective  con- 
tractual clauses  to  halt  the  practice 
of  exhibs.  controlling  both  first-runs 
and  subsequents  in  yanking  top 
bracket  pix  from  the  former  so  as 
to  make  a  larger  profit  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  distributor,  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck,  company's  studio  chief,  de- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Grad  Sears  Doubts  Distributors 

Will  Okay  Allied's  Plan  For 

Two  Indies  on  Board 

Allied's  recommendations  for  the 
proposed  arbitration  board's  person- 
nel will  not  meet  the  approval  of 
the  distributors,  in  the  opinion  of 
Gradwell  Sears,  Warner  Bros,  vice- 
president  and  sales  head. 

Under  Allied's  proposal,  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  would  be  given 
two  representatives  on  the  local 
boards  against  one  each  for  the  dis- 
tributors and  the  affiliated  circuits. 
Cole's  argument  was  that  the  af- 
filiated circuits  and  the  distributors 
were  so  closely  akin  that  they  could 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


SCHENCK  SEES  NEELY 
BILL  MENACE  TO  PIX 


Enactment  of  the  Neely  bill  would 
damage  the  industry  to  a  degree 
virtually  impossible  to  compute, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  board  chairman 
of  20th-Fox,  declared  Friday  uoon 
his  arrival  in  New  York  from  Hol- 
lywood. 

Schenck  saw  in  the  measure,  now 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Al  Steffes,  III,  Confined 

to  Washington  Hospital 

Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Al  Steffes,  Allied 
leader  and  president  of  the  North- 
west unit,  is  confined  to  the  Provi- 
dence Hospital  here.  Steffes  was 
taken    ill    Wednesday   night    at   the 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

Question  Estimated  Value 
of  GN's  Educational  Rights 

Educational  Pictures  received  1,- 
100,000  shares  of  one  dollar  common 
stock  of  Grand  National  in  return 
for  reissue  rights  and  trademarks, 
George  Blake,  secretary  of  GN,  te»- 
(ConHnued  on  Page  7) 
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(QUOTATIONS    AS    OF   FRIDAY) 
NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.  Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)    6%       63/4      6'A  —     ft 

Col.     PictS.     pfd 213/4      21V8      213/4—      l/4 

Con.  Fm.   Ind 1  ft       1  

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd...     8%       83^       8%   +     ft 

East.  Kodak   162       162       162       +   1 

do    pfd 173       173       173       —  2 

Cen.  Th.  Eq 12i/8     12ft     12'/g+     Va 

Loew's,    Inc 36         35         35ft  +     Vi 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7ft       1  7ft   +     Va 

Paramount    1st    pfd..   87         87         87+1 
Paramount   2nd    pfd..      83,4       85/8       83^   +     i/4 

Pathe    Film 9ft       93/8       9ft   +     ft 

RKO    1%       H/4       13/s      

20th  Century-Fox   ...    12         11%     H%   +     ft 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  25         25         25         

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 67         67         67       —  2 

Warner  Bros 35/8       3ft       3%     

NEW   YORK    BOND   MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101ft  101ft  101ft  —     ft 
Loew's   deb.   3fts46 ..102ft  102ft  102ft  —     ft 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  31/4S47 

RKO   6s41     53ft     53ft     53ft  —  13/4 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85         85         85       +     ft 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone  Corp 1  %       1  %       1  Va   +     Va 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3ft       33/8       3ft   +     ft 


Shift  Goldwyn  vs.  UA  Suit 

New  York  Supreme  Court  suit 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  against 
United  Artists  Corp.  was  transferred 
on  Friday  to  the  Federal  Court. 
Goldwyn  asks  for  $54,559  and  in- 
terest from  Aug.  25,  1939  as  due  to 
him  on  the  Silverstone  bonus   plan. 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


LI  The  Broadway  Parade  W 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

Cone   With   the   Wind    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—  6th   week Capitol 

The  Light  That  Failed   (Paramount  Pictures) — 5th  week Rivoli 

His  Cirl  Friday   (Columbia   Pictures) — 2nd  week.  .  .  .: Music   Hall 

Invisible    Stripes    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 2nd    week Strand 

Remember  the   Night    (Paramount   Pictures) Paramount 

He  Married   His  Wife    (20th   Century-Fox) • . .  •    Roxy 

The   Invisible   Man   Returns    (Universal   Pictures) Rialto 

Judge   Hardy  and   Son    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Criterion 

The  Lion  Has  Wings  (UA-Korda) •   Globe 

Shipyard    Sally    (20th    Century-Fox)     (a) Central 

Llano     Kid     (Paramount     Pictures)      (a) Central 

The   Amazing   Mr.   Williams    (Columbia    Pictures) Lcew's   State 

City   of   Chanc?    (20th   Century-Fox)     (a) Pix 

Chip   of   the   Flying   U    (Universal    Pictures)     (a) Pix 

Four    Wives    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Sued   for  Libel    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)    (a) ..Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUN   ♦ 

Cone    With    the    Wind     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 6th    week Astor 

The    Blue    Bird     (20th    Century-Fox) Hollywood 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGl AGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center) — 17th    week World 

Entente  Cordiale   (Concord  Films) — 5th  week 55th   St.   Playhouse 

Tevya     (Maymon     Films) — 5th    week Continental 

Katia     ( Mayer-Burstyn ) — 4th     week Little     Carnegie 

Giovanni  di  Medici,  the  Leader  (Esperia  Films) — 3rd  week Cinecitta 

Mayerling    (Pax    Films)     (a-b) 5th    Ave.    Playhouse 

Carnival   in   Flanders   (Pax   Films)    (a-b) 5th   Ave.   Playhouse 

Life     (Danubia     Films)      Cameo 

La   Verbena   de   la   Paloma    (Cifesa) ..48th    St.   Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Grapes     of     Wrath      (20th     Century-Fox) — Jan.  24 Rivoli 

The   Shop    Around    the   Corner    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Jan.    25 Music    Hall 

The   Fighting   Sixty-Ninth    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — Jan.    26 Strand 

Brother   Rat  and   a   Baby    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — Jan.    26 Roxy 

Mad    Empress,    The    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Jan.    26    (a) Pix 

Cowboy   from   Texas    (Republic   Pictures) — Jan.   26    (a) Pix 

Congo    Maisie    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)     (c) Criterion 

Ceronimo    (Paramount    Pictures) — Feb.    7 Paramount 

Pinocchio   (RKO   Radio   Pictures) — Feb.  7 Center 

The   Hunchback  of   Notre   Dame    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) — Jan.    25    (b) Palcce 

Foreign 

Ultimatum    (J.    H.    Hoffberg)— Jan.    27 5th    Ave.    Playhouse 

The   Human   Beast    (Juno   Films)    (c) 55th   St.    Playhouse 

The    Baker's   Wife    (The    Baker's   Wife,    Inc.)     (c) World 

Louise    (Mayer-Burstyn) — Feb.    2 Little    Carnegie 

Napoli   di   Altri   Tempe    (Esperia    Films) — Jan.    25 Cinecitta 


(a)    Dual    bill,      (b)    Subsequent    run.      Ic)    Follows    current    bill. 


'Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  Al  Steffes,  III,  Confined 

Makes  Wash'n  Bow  Tonight  to  Washington  Hospital 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Eleanor  Roosevelt,  Raymond  Massey, 
star  of  the  film,  Cabinet  members, 
Charles  Edison,  Henry  Morgenthau 
and  Cordell  Hull,  Senators  Arthur  H. 
Vandenburg,  W.  Warren  Barbour  and 
Key  Pitman,  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Willis  Vandevanter,  Lord  Lothian, 
British  Ambassador,  Italian  Ambas- 
sador and  Princess  Colonna,  Mrs. 
Nicholas  Longworth,  Director  John 
Cromwell,  Ruth  Gordon  and  Mary 
Howard  of  the  cast,  Producers  Max 
Gordon  and  Harry  Goetz  are  but  a 
few  of  "star"  names  to  be  present. 
Proceeds  of  the  premiere  spon- 
sored by  the  Newspaper  Women's 
Club  of  Washington,  will  go  for 
charitable  purposes.  Station  WJSV 
will  carry  a  lobby  broadcast  and  also 
the  reception  to  follow  at  the  Hotel 
Raleigh. 


Roxy  to  Pay  on  Pfd. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Roxy 
Theater,  Inc.,  at  its  meeting  Friday 
declared  a  quarterly  dividend  of 
37  %c  per  share  on  the  outstanding 
Preferred  Stock  of  the  Corporation, 
payable  March  1,  to  stockholders  of 
ecord  at  the  close  of  business  on 
Feb.  9. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Carlton  Hotel  where  he  was  attend- 
ing the  annual  Allied  directors'  meet- 
ing and  was  removed  to  the  hos- 
pital early  Thursday  morning. 

Doctors  say  he  must  remain  there 
from  three  to  six  weeks. 


"Little  Foxes,"  Stage  Hit, 
Bought  by  Samuel  Goldwyn 

Samuel  Goldwyn  announced  over 
the  week-end  that  he  had  purchased 
"The  Little  Foxes,"  current  stage  hit 
by  Lillian  Hellman.  William  Wiler 
will  direct  the  screen  version.  Pur- 
chase of  the  play  indicates  that 
Goldwyn  plans  no  production  letup 
even  though  distribution  of  "The 
Westerner"  is  in  doubt. 


SMPE  Re-elects  Ryder 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Loren  L.  Ryder,  head 
of  Paramount  studio  sound  depart- 
ment was  re-elected  chairman  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  Section  of  the  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  for 
1940.  Alan  Gundelfinger  continues 
as  secretary-treasurer,  with  Section 
managers  elected  comprising::  Jack 
Durst,  Peter  Mole,  K.  F.  Morgan, 
Hollis  Moyse.  H.  W.  Remerschied 
and   Wesley  Miller. 


cominG  AIM  G0MG 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK  expects  to  leave  at  the 
week-end   for  Florida. 

DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK  leaves  on  his  return  to 
BRAND,    studio   ad-pub.    head   for   20th-Fox. 

GEORCE   J.   SCHAEFER   and   NED   E.  NET 

left    at    the    end    of    the    week    for    th^^>Joast 
studios  on   product  confabs. 

JACK  L.  WARNER,  JAMES  CACNEY  and  PAT 
O'BRIEN    are    due    to    arrive    at    Grand    Central 
station    this    morning   to   attend    the   69th   Regi- 
ment  dinner, 
the    Coast    this    week,    accompanied    by    HARRY 

HARRY  SHERMAN   is   here  from   the   Coast. 

ROBERT  STACK,  Deanna  Durbin's  leading  man 
in  "First  Love,"  arrived  here  at  the  week-end 
from  the  Coast. 

SABU,  India's  boy  actor,  will  come  to  this 
country  early  in  February  for  a  p. a.,  tour 
in  connection  with  his  new  Korda  film,  "The 
Thief  of  Bagdad." 

ROCHELLE  HUDSON  was  scheduled  to  leave 
the  Coast  Saturday  for  a  two-week  vacation  in 
New  York. 

ALEX   MOSS  left  for  Miami  at  the  week-end. 

PRISCILLA  LANE  leaves  the  Coast  studio 
at  the  end  of  the  month  to  complete  her  in- 
terrupted   Wyoming    vacation. 

JOE  PENNER  and  his  wife  left  the  Coast  by 
train  late  in  the  week  for  a  New  York  vacation. 

HERBERT  MaclNTYRE  and  HARRY  GITTEL- 
SON  of  RKO  are  returning  from  the  Coast 
after  a    look   at   the   new   product. 

KEITH  GLENNON,  Para,  studio  operations 
manager,  left  the  Coast  by  train  Saturday  for 
New   York. 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  and  his  family  were 
due  to  arrive  from  the  Coast  yesterday. 

LON  CHANEY,  JR.,  left  New  York  for  the 
Coast  at   the   week-end. 


Tentative  Jurisdictional 
Agreement  Reached  at  Studios 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ists,  sound  and  camera  men  of  the 
major  producers,  and  reached  a  ten- 
tative agreement  on  jurisdictional 
matters. 


Fine  Arts  Headquarters 

Established  in  Para.  Bldg. 

Fine  Arts  on  Friday  moved  into 
its  new  headquarters  in  Room  1312 
Paramount  Bldg.  Print  shipments 
will  be  handled  from  the  Alliance 
exchange  at  630  Ninth  Ave. 

Pat  E.  Shannahan,  formerly  in 
Educational's  production  department, 
has  joined  Fine  Arts  as  assistant 
secretary.  Sol  Edwards  is  eastern 
representative. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following   on    their    birthdays: 

JANUARY   22 
D.  W.  Griffith 

Conrad   Veidt 


Just  one  of  the  reasons  why 
Ronald's  new  picture  is  in  its  fl 


T 


"""^T  Is  Broadly 

u  Co^an  way  car  ^  tVve 
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"XTHE  BLUE  BIRD' 
APPEAL  TO  ALL  AU 
TYPES  AND  PLACES! 
ation,  spectacular  and 

"There  is  comedy.. .pathos,  too. 
Surprisingly  emotional  in  its  ef- 
fect. Apt  to  bring  out  all  the 
handkerchiefs  in  an  audience. 
A  picture  with  a  charm  of  its 


own 


i" 


—N.  Y.  Sun 


"Will  enchant  children  and 
delight  mature  audiences! 
Brilliant  lantasy... superbly 
projected  to  the  screen/' 

i  —Film  Daily 


AS  UNQUESTIONABLE 

SNCES  OF  ALL  AGES, 

masterpiece  of  imagin- 
h  in  sentiment!"- 


M.  P.  Daily 


"Opulent  and  eye-filling  spec- 
tacle ...  to  beguile  those  of  all 
ages  who  are  lucky  enough  to 
see  it.  A  pictorial  gem...delight- 
lul!" 


—N.  Y.  Daily  News 


"Colorful  and  enchanting. 
Sets  are  opulent,  photography 
!  gorgeous.  Should  prove  an  en- 
chanting adventure  for  the 
youngsters  and  their  elders, 

tOO!"  --N.  Y.  Daily  Mirror 
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REJECTION  OF  ALLIED 
ARB.  PROPOSALS  SEEN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

exert  an  unfair  advantage  in  in- 
fluencing the  neutral  arbitrator. 

Sears  differs  with  Cole's  opinion. 
The  Warner  Bros,  executive  declared 
on  Friday  that  a  distributor  mem- 
ber of  the  arbitration  board  would 
not  throw  his  support  to  an  affiliated 
exhibitor  simply  because  he  was  an 
affiliated  exhibitor  and  that  Allied's 
proposals  were  out  of  line. 

It  was  said,  however,  that  the 
matter  might  be  straightened  out 
harmoniously  if,  and  when,  confer- 
ences could  be  held. 

Meanwhile,  reaction  to  Allied's 
recommendations  for  immediate  ar- 
bitration, as  advanced  at  the  Wash- 
ington board  meeting,  pointed  to  the 
opinion  that  success  of  the  venture 
rested  more  with  the  circuits  than 
with  the  distributors.  Indications 
were  that  the  distributors  were  will- 
ing to  participate  in  arbitration  but 
that  the  "nut  to  crack"  was  the  affili- 
ated and  large  independent  circuits, 
whose  present  clearance  holdings 
might  be  affected. 

Ned  Depinet,  RKO  vice-president, 
asserted  upon  his  departure  for  stu- 
dio conferences  that  no  arbitration 
is  possible  unless  all  parties  are 
willing  to  arbitrate. 


4LCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  to.  DALYi 


•  •      •     REISSUING    of    the    celluloid    classic.    "Hell's    Angels."    by 

Astor  Pictures is  a  "natural" 'cause  the  drama  it  relates   of 

World  War  Number   One's   knights    of   the    air is   being   repeated 

overseas  right  now  in  World  War  Number  Two with  aerial  raids 

and  combats   furnishing  much   of   the   important   news aside   from 

events  at  sea and  on  the  Finnish  and  diplomatic  fronts Hence 

Mr.  Exhib.  has  ready-made,  mentally-attuned  audiences  for  this  attrac- 
tion   which  with  the  late  Jean  Harlow  as  the  femme  lead and 

Ben  Lyon  and  Tames  Hall  in  the  roles  of  masculine  heroes is  sensa- 
tion-packed  

V  T  T 

•  •      •     TIME  can  never  take  away  this  attribute "Hell's 

Angels"  contains  what  is  to  this  corner's  mind one   of  the 

truly   spine-tingling  sequences  in  pix  annals namely    the 

scenes  wherein  the  crew  of  the  German  Zeppelin  leaps  to  pur- 
poseful death as  a  sacrifice  in  the  interest  of  making  the  air- 
ship more  buoyant.  .  .     •  The  Messrs.  Warner  climaxed  the  past 

week definitely  social-filled with  an  ultra-ultra  cocktail 

party held   in    the    Waldorf -Astoria's   Janssen   Suite in 

honor  of  Errol  Flynn,  Miriam  Hopkins  and  William  Dieterle 

WB  gentry  hosted  the  affair including  Charlie  Einfeld,  Grad 

Sears,  Mitchell  Rawson  and  Sid  Rechetnik The  party  was  at- 
tended  by  the  upper  crust  of  the  met.  critics trade  paper 

personages,  fan  mag.  folks  and  syndicate  writers 


Tracy  and  Davis  Take 

Box-office  Poll  Honors 


For  the  second  year  Spencer 
Tracy  tops  the  actor  list  of  all- 
American  Screen  Favorites  of  1939 
in  the  annual,  cross-sectional  na- 
tion-wide poll  conducted  by  Box- 
office.  Bette  Davis  is  the  choice 
for  the  most  popular  actress.  Win- 
ners for  1938  were  Tracy  and  Myrna 
Loy. 

Selections  for  1939: 

Male:  Spencer  Tracy,  Clark  Gable, 
Mickey  Rooney,  Gary  Cooper,  Lionel 
Barrymore,  James  Stewart,  Tyrone 
Power,  Paul  Muni,  Errol  Flynn,  Wil- 
liam Powell,  Bing  Crosby,  James 
Cagney. 

Female:  Bette  Davis,  Myrna  Loy, 
Deanna  Durbin,  Claudette  Colbert, 
Ginger  Rogers,  Jean  Arthur,  Alice 
Faye,  Irene  Dunne,  Judy  Garland, 
Shirley  Temple,  Norma  Shearer, 
Jeanette   MacDonald. 

Western  stars  also  had  their  day 
in  court.     The  selections: 

Gene  Autry,  William  Boyd,  George 
O'Brien,  Roy  Rogers,  Buck  Jones, 
John  Wayne,  Charles  Starrett,  Tex 
Ritter,  Smiley  Burnette,  Bob  Liv- 
ingston, Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Ray 
Corrigan.      

New  York  "Studio  City" 
Planned  by  J.  B.  Harris,  Jr. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

studio  will  be  produced  in  Master- 
color,  operating  under  Harriscolor 
patents,  the  announcement  reads.  A 
laboratory  will  be  erected  and  is  to 
be  made  available  to  major  compa- 
nies. Site  of  the  studio  is  expected 
to  be  in  one  of  the  five  New  York 
City  boroughs. 


SCHENCK  SEES  NEELY 
BILL  MENAGE  TO  PIX 


(C  ontinued  from  Page   1) 

pending  in  the  House,  a  menace  to 
production,  distribution  and  exhibi- 
tion alike.  He  warned  that  if  as- 
sage  would  probably  result  in  fl^eri- 
us  shortage  of  product,  particularly 
for  the  small  exhibitor. 

The  20th-Fox  exec,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  enactment  would  un- 
(oubtedly  force  a  curtailment  of  pro- 
duction in  some  cases  which  ultimate- 
ly means  a  product  shortage  for  the 
exhibitors.  He  also  foresees  a  fur- 
ther costly  increase  in  production 
and  in  selling  overhead  to  the  dis- 
tributors  as   an  inevitable   result. 

Darryl  Zanuck,  20th-Fox  studio 
chief,  who  arrived  with  Schenck, 
also  lashed  at  the  measure,  terming 
it  "insane"  which  would  wreak  in- 
estimable harm  to  the  industry  at 
large. 

Both  Schenck  and  Zanuck  agreed 
that  pictures  could  be  sold  individu- 
ally by  the  distributors,  but  they 
could  not  see  how  producers  and 
distributors  could  comply  with  some 
portions  of  the  bill.  They  pointed 
out  the  clause  covering  synopses  as 
an  example,  stating  that  practically 
every  picture  made  is  revised  in 
many  respects  by  both  directors  and 
writers  while  in  the  course  of  pro- 
duction. 


Will  H.  Hays  to  Speak 

at  Preview  of  WB  "69th" 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

viewed..  Jack  L.  Warner,  Pat 
O'Brien  and  George  Brent  arrive  to- 
day from  the  Coast  to  attend. 


For  probably  the  first  time  on  rec- 
ord, an  exploitation  stunt  originating 
in  New  York  City  will  be  tied  in  by 
radio  with  others  in  40  key  cities  on 
Wednesday  night  when  Warners 
launch  "The  Fighting  69th"  with  a 
preview  at  the  69th's  regimental  re- 
union dinner  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 

Rainbow  Division  veterans  will 
stage  simultaneous  dinners  and  as- 
semblies in  that  many  cities,  and  all 
will  be  tied  in  on  the  NBC  Blue  net- 
work broadcast  which  will  emanate 
from  the  Waldorf-Astoria  affair.. 

Rebroadcasts  by  transcriptions  of 
the  ceremonies  at  the  dinner  will  be 
heard  Thursday  over  WNYC, 
WMCA,  WINS  and  WEVD. 


Universal  to  Distribute 

New  Guizar  Mexican   Pix 


Mexico,  D.  F. — Producciones  Fer- 
nando de  Fuentes,  S.  de  R.  L.,  has 
signed  Tito  Guizar  to  star  in  "His 
Wedding  Night"  (Su  Noche  de  Bo- 
das),  which  is  slated  to  go  before 
the  cameras  in  February  and  which 
will  be  handled  outside  of  Mexico  by 
Universal   Pictures. 

Director  Fernando  de  Fuentes  and 
Tito  Guizar  were  responsible  fro 
"Alia  en  el  Rancho  Grande"  (Way 
Down  on  Rancho  Grande),  the  most 
phenomenal  financial  success  in  the 
history  of  Spanish-language  pictures. 


' 
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REVOKE  WAGE  RAISES 


DAILY 


"The  Blue  Bird" 

with  Shirley  Temple,  Eddie  Collins, 
Gale  Sondergaard 
20Mi-Fox  88  Mins. 

BRILLIANT  FANTASY  SUPERBLY  PRO- 
JECT  i  TO  SCREEN  WILL  ENCHANT 
CHILJfEN  AND  DELIGHT  MATURE  AU- 
DIENCES. 

Maurice  Maeterlinck's  brilliant  fantasy 
has  long  been  a  favorite  of  young  and  old 
as  a  stage  play,  and  presented  by  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  and  20th-Fox  as  a  film,  richly  garbed 
in  Technicolor,  the  story  is  an  eye-filling 
and  heart-warming  tale  that  will  completely 
enchant  children  and  delight  mature  audi- 
ences. Certainly  this  production  is  the 
finest  presentation  the  Maeterlinck  story 
has  ever  received,  dwarfing  any  past  effort 
through  the  scope  presented  by  the  screen 
as  a  medium.  Filmed  with  infinite  care 
and  detail,  it  has  been  effectively  adapted 
for  the  screen  by  Ernest  Pascal,  directed 
with  feeling  by  Walter  Lang,  and  deftly 
guided  by  Associate  Producer  Gene  Mar- 
I  key  and  Executive  Production  Chief- 
tain Darryl  Zanuck.  Shirley  Temple,  as 
1  the  woodcutter's  daughter  who  pursues  the 
I  legendary  Blue  Bird  through  the  dream 
world,  plays  the  role  with  captivating  charm 
I  land  assurance.  Johnny  Russell  is  also  fine 
!  as  her  chubby  little  brother,  and  the  other 
{characters  of  the  dream  world  are  equally 
expertly  played  by  a  splendid  cast.  Eddie 
Collins'  Tylo  is  fine;  Gale  Sondergaard  is 
sinister  as  Tylette;  Jessie  Ralph's  Berylune 
is  delightful;  Nigel  Bruce  and  Laura  Hope 
Crews  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luxury  to  a  T; 
Helen  Ericson's  Light  is  ethereal;  Cecilia 
Loftus  and  Al  Shean  are  fine  as  the  grand- 
parents; Sybil  Jason  fits  Berlingot  neatly; 
Russell  Hicks  and  Spring  Byington  are  fine 
as  the  parents  of  the  two  children,  and  the 
other  characterizations  are  equally  good. 
Much  credit  must  also  be  given  the  artisans 
and  craftsmen  behind  the  scenes  who  cre- 
ated the  brilliant  fairyland  we  see  in  the 
picture,  and  the  special  effects  done  by 
Fred  Sersen,  notably  the  burning  forest,  are 
works  of  art.  Synopsis  of  the  story  is  not 
necessary,  but  attention  must  be  called  to 
'some  of  the  picture's  outstanding  sequences: 
for  charm  and  a  heart  tug  the  scene  with 
the  grandparents;  for  sheer  production  bril- 
liance, the  burning  forest  is  a  gem,  and  the 
children's  world  will  long  be  remembered. 
Moral  of  the  story  is  well  pointed,  and  audi- 
ences leaving  the  theater  will  do  so  with  a 
feeling  that  they  have  somehow  become  a 
'little  richer  in  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing. 

CAST:  Shirley  Temple,  Spring  Byington, 
Nigel  Bruce,  Gale  Sondergaard,  Eddie  Col- 
lins, Sybil  Jason,  Jessie  Ralph,  Helen  Ericson, 
lohnny  Russell,  Laura  Hope  Crews,  Russell 
Hicks,  Cecilia  Loftus,  Al  Shean,  Gene  Rey- 
nolds, Leona  Roberts,  Stanley  Andrews, 
[Dorothy  Dearing,  Frank  Dawson,  Claire 
Ou  Brey,  Sterling  Holloway,  Thurston  Hall, 
Edwin  Maxwell,  Herbert  Evans,  Brandon 
Hurst,  Dewey  Robinson,  Keith  Hitchcock, 
Buster  Phelps,  Tommy  Baker,  Dorothy  Joyce, 
Billy  Cook,  Scotty  Beckett,  Juanita  Quigley, 
'ayne  Johnson,  Ann  Todd,  Diane  Fisher. 

CREDITS:  In  Charge  of  Production,  Dar- 
yl  F.  Zanuck;  Associate  Producer,  Gene 
vlarkey;  Director,  Walter  Lang;  Screenplay, 
irnest  Pascal;  Additional  Dialogue,  Walter 
iullock;  Based  upon  the  play  by  Maurice 
Maeterlinck;  Director  of  Photography,  Arthur 
vliller;  Technicolor  Director,  Natalie  Kal- 
nus;  Music  by  Alfred  Newman;  Art  Direc- 


ts Continued  from  Page  1) 

European  war  is  over,  the  revocation 
will  be  asked,  with  a  union  refusal 
sending  the  issue  to  arbitration. 

Schenck  stated  that  20th-Fox 
would  probably  earn  between  $4,- 
000,000  and  $4,500,000  for  the  year. 
This  figure  will  be  approximately 
$2,750,000  under  the  1938  earnings. 
Schenck  estimated  the  gross  Euro- 
pean loss  to  the  company,  if  the  war 
continues  at  approximately  $7,500,- 
000  for  the  war  year,  dating  from 
Sept.  1  last.  However,  he  reported 
that  the  company's  earnings  domesti- 
cally had  improved  lately,  and  he 
was  optimistic  about  the  outlook  for 
the  year  as  a  whole,  under  existing 
conditions. 

He  foresees  strict  economy,  ex- 
tended playing  time  and  greater  co- 
operation from  exhibitors  as  the 
only  answer  to  the  European  loss, 
describing  the  Latin-American  mar- 
ket as  negligible  in  comparison  to 
what  has  been  lost  abroad. 

Schenck  asserted  the  public  would 
not  accept  films  whose  quality  had 
been  impaired  by  cost  cuts,  called 
for  greater  showmanship  and  ex- 
ploitation effort  by  exhibitors, 
stressed  the  value  to  distributors  of 
moveovers  as  an  approach  to  extend- 
ed playing  time,  admitted  duals  are 
an  evil  generally  but  called  them  the 
"life  blood"  of  many  small  theaters 
and  said  that  producers  were  plan- 
ning no  concerted  move  to  curtail 
production  for  1940-41. 

British  production  by  20th-Fox 
will  resume  in  March  under  Robert 
Kane,  Schenck  stated. 

Schenck  may  leave  for  Florida  on 
Friday  for  a  visit. 


Question  Estimated  Value 
of  GN's  Educational  Rights 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tified  on  Friday  at  a  creditors'  hear- 
ing before  Referee  Peter  B.  Olney, 
•Jr.  The  rights  and  trademarks  were 
estimated  in  value  at  $1,068  922  in 
the  schedules  filed  by  GN.  This  es- 
timate was  attacked  by  attorneys  for 
the  Creditors'  Committee  at  the  hear- 
ing. 

After  an  examination  of  Blake, 
it  was  announced  that  Earle  W. 
Hammons,  Harold  Saxe,  GN  comp- 
troller, and  Norman  C.  Nicholson, 
general  counsel,  will  be  examined  to- 
day at  a  continuance  of  the  credi- 
tors' hearing.  Blake  testified  to  a 
number  of  transactions,  including 
relations  with  Arcadia  Pictures  and 
a  loan  of  $25,000  obtained  from  the 
National  City  Bank.  A  number  of 
applications  were  made  by  producers 
to  obtain  the  return  of  negatives. 


tion,  Richard  Day  and  Ward  B.  Ihnen;  Spe- 
cial Effects  by  Fred  Sersen;  Editor,  Robert 
Bischoff;  Dances  staged  by  Geneva  Sawyer. 
DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Brilliant. 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Allied  for  Arbitration 
=     By  L.  H.  MITCHELL      = 


ALLIED  BOARD:  Allied  board 
of  directors,  meeting  in  Washington 
re-elected  Cole,  Myers  and  other 
officers,  chose  Detroit  for  its  na- 
tional convention  in  the  spring,  and 
decided  to  launch  immediately  a  cam- 
paign for  an  arbitration  system,  its 
proposal  differing  from  that  of  the 
distribs.'  proposed  Code  in  one  minor 
particular.  Directors  were  much  ex- 
ercised over  high  percentage  pic- 
tures, menance  of  local  strike  clos- 
ing all  pix  theaters,  and  favored  a 
newspaper  campaign  to  get  House 
passage  of  the  Neely  bill. 

*  *         * 

EQUITY  SUIT:  U.  S.  announced 
purpose  to  examine  26  top  film  execs, 
preparatory  to  trial  of  the  N.  Y. 
Equity  suit,  which  Judge  H.  W.  God- 
dard  has  been  selected  to  try.  D  of 
J  and  majors'  counsel  professed  satis- 
faction at  progress  of  confabs  on  in- 
terrogatories. 

*  *         * 

NEELY  BILL:  MPTOA  Prexy, 
Ed  Kuykendall,  urged  exhibs.  to  en- 
list aid  of  women  to  defeat  bill's 
passage,  while  Allied  directors,  as 
noted  above,  will  campaign  for  its 
passage  with  a  militant  newspaper 
campaign.  ITOA's  Harry  Brandt  told 
Va.  MPTO,  that  he  had  found  exhibs. 
almost  unanimously  favoring  block- 
buying. 

*  *  * 

ON  VARIED  FRONTS:  Loew 
board  re-elected  all  officers,  after 
stockholders  voted  down  a  motion 
to  increase  number  of  board  mem- 
bers, renamed  all  directors  .  .  .  Film 
Daily  survey  gives  number  of  U.  S. 
pix  theaters  at  17,003,  a  gain  of  1,- 
302  for  the  year.  N.  Y.  met.  area 
gain  was  but  four  houses  .  .  .  Gov't 
was  refused  writ  to  halt  expansion 
of  Schine  circuit  and  was  ordered 
to  submit  a  particulars  bill  by  Buf- 
falo Federal  Court  .  .  .  Judge  Bondy 
ordered  Irvine  Trust,  as  trustee,  to 
turn  over  all  RKO  assets  to  the  new 
RKO  company  on  Jan.  26  .  .  .  Fine 
Arts  set  17  offices,  with  eight  more  to 
be  set,  and  engaged  two  directors 
for  early  start  on  new  nix  .  .  .  FCC 
hearings  on  nroposed  television 
standards  found  broadcasters  divided, 
some  favoring,  others  opposing  .  .  . 
SEC  report  revealed  a  new  $5,000,- 
000  loan  for  Warners  Bros.  .  .  .  UA 
signed  Gabriel  Pascal  as  a  produc- 
er ..  .  Steffes  reported  N.  W.  anti- 
trust suit  looming. 


Indie  Postermen  to  Hold 

Convention  Here  Feb.  9 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

here  Feb.  9-11.     Full  attendance  of 
members  is  said  assured. 

Convention,  according  to  Simon 
Libros,  president,  will  concern  it- 
self with  the  entry  into  the  acces- 
sories distribution  field  of  National 
Screen's  new  subsidiary. 


20TH-FOX  MAY  SEEK 
1ST-RUN  PROTECTION 


(Continued  from  Page   1 ) 

clared  Friday  on  his  arrival  here 
from  the  Coast. 

Zanuck,  decrying  the  practice,  said 
20th-Fox  would  combat  it  in  every 
way  possible,  adding  that  he  hoped 
that  the  company's  top  bracket  fea- 
tures would  "protect  themselves." 
The  exec's  Eastern  trip  is  for  the 
dual  purpose  of  attending  the  world 
premieres  of  "The  Blue  Bird"  and 
"Grapes  of  Wrath"  as  well  as  to  con- 
fer with  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Herman 
Wobber  and  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  who 
accompanied  him   to  New  York. 

Zanuck  said  that  the  number  of 
pix  on  the  1940-41  program  would 
probably  be  definitely  determined  at 
the  huddles.  Company's  program 
will  lean  to  the  dramatic.  He  stated 
that  14  $1,000,000  pictures  were  on 
the  current  program,  and  just  as 
many  or  more  top  bracket  pictures 
would  be  on  next  year's  schedule. 
However,  the  company  will  not  aban- 
don its  series  pictures. 

The  exec,  said  he  had  received  no 
reply  to  his  scathing  indictment  of 
the  way  the  Fabian  circuit  handled 
a  20th-Fox  picture  in  an  upstate 
town  where  they  controlled  the  first 
and  subsequent-run,  with  picture  be- 
ing yanked  while  doing  SRO  biz. 
He  said,  however,  that  he  under- 
stood this  practice  was  prevalent 
in  many  places,  but  he  believed  that 
Si  Fabian,  circuit  head,  probably  did 
not  know  about  the  move  when  it 
was  made. 

On  the  question  of  radio,  Zanuck 
said  that  he  would  not  allow  any  of 
his  stars  to  appear  on  shows  un- 
less they  were  directly  plugging 
some  new  company  picture.  He  ex- 
pressed the  opinion,  though,  that 
radio  shows  of  this  type  were  bene- 
ficial to  pictures  and  he  expected 
to  continue  to  make  as  much  use  of 
the  medium  as  possible.  Don  Ame- 
che  is  the  only  20th-Fox  star  still 
on  the  air,  contracts  of  all  others 
being-  bought  up  by  the  studio. 


Dec.  Admish  Tax  Receipts 
$45,842  Less  Than  in  1938 


'Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  preceding  month  of  November, 
the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue  re- 
ported Saturday. 

Decembei",  1939,  collection  for  en- 
tire country  was  reported  at  $1,974,- 
534.56.  This  is  $45,842.08  less  than 
the  $2,020,376.64  collection  for  De- 
cember, 1938,  and  $143,109.86  less 
than  the  $2,117,644.42  collection  for 
November,  1939. 

Broadway  figures  likewise  show  a 
decrease. 

Broadway  area  collection  for  De- 
cember, 1939,  was  reported  at  $610,- 
099.55  compared  to  $617,721.31  for 
the  same  month  of  1938.  This  rep- 
resents a  decrease  of  $7,621.76.  The 
December  figure  is  $79,326.27  less 
than  the  $689,425.82  collection  for 
November,  1939. 


SYMPHONIC    FEATURETTES 


w 


FREDRICK     F  E  H  E  R 

Conductor  and  Director 

THE    NATIONAL    PHILHARMONIC    SYMPHONIC    ORCHESTRA 

Consisting  of  122  Pieces  and  Chorus  of  100 


"AIDA"  with  mixed  chorus. 

"ROSAMONDA." 

A  Symphony  of  Stephen  Foster,  Songs  with  mixed  chorus. 

"PITTORESQUE." 

Bridal  Chorus  from  Lohengrin. 

Negro  Spirituals,  with  Negro  chorus. 

"CAPRICIO  ESPAGNOL." 


"1812  OVERTURE,"  with  brass  orchestra  added  in  special 
colors. 

Polovezer  Dances. 

"LENORE"  Overture,  with  special  colors. 

Jazz  Symphony  of  Negro  Folk  songs  with  Negro  chorus 

"TALES  FROM  VIENNA  WOODS,"  with  ten  zithers  as 
soloists. 

"SECOND  RHAPSODY"  by  Liszt,  with  piano  solo. 


I 
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Main  Office  —  National    Philharmonic   Association 
1908  S.  Vermont  Avenue     •     Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


New  York  Office 
729  7th  Avenue 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Universal  May  Increase,  Not  Cut  1940-41  Production 

$350,00042,500,000  BUDGETS  FOR  WBTO-41 PIX 

Cole  Asserts  Allied  is  Sincere  in  Arbitration  Move 


Attitude  of  Circuits  Seen  as 

Biggest  Stumbling  Block 

by  Exhib.  Exec. 

Allied's  move  for  an  arbitration 
system  is  not  a  "camouflage"  but  a 
sincere  effort  to  set  up  a  method  for 
settling  clearance  and  other  diffi- 
culties, Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president, 
said  yesterday  in  New  York.  Cole 
admitted,  however,  that  willingness 
of  the  circuits  to  participate  would 
be  the   biggest   stumbling  block. 

Cole's  contention  that  Allied's 
efforts  were  "sincere"  came  follow- 
ing assertions  by  some  industry  fig- 
ures that  the  exhibitor  organization's 
arbitration  stand  was  merely  a  ges- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

INDUSTRYSUPPORTING 
LUNCHEON  FOR  WALKER 


"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  Wins  Terrific 

Reception  at  Washington  World  Premiere 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — This  seat  of  Government  was  transformed  into  a  hybrid  Washington- 
Hollywood-New  York-London-Rcme-Paris  last  night  as  RKO  Radio,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Newspaper  Women's  Club,  launched  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  at  RKO  Keith's 
before  a  packed  audience.  Latter  embraced  RKO  execs.,  society,  diplomatics,  officialdom, 
the  Fourth  Estate,  the  picture's  author,  producers,  star,  director  and  players  and 
others  of  note.  Reception  accorded  the  film  was  terrific,  echoing  fully  THE  FILM  DAILY'S 
enthusiastic  appraisal  last  Friday.  Premiere  itself,  at  which  the  President's  wife  was 
honor  guest,  had  all  the  trimmings,  and  went  over  the  NBC  Blue  network  from  WMAL. 
Following  the  opening,  swank  reception  for  400  was  tendered  at  the  Raleigh  by  the 
Newspaper  Women's  Club.      (See  also   "Along   the   Rialto,"   page  4). 


Enthusiastic  industry  support  of 
the  luncheon  for  James  J.  Walker  to 
be  tendered  by  the  Amusement  Di- 
vision of  the  New  York  and  Brook- 
lyn Federations  of  Jewish  Charities 
at  the  Hotel  Astor  Friday  is  re- 
ported by  B.  S.  Moss,  treasurer. 
George   Jessel   and   Ben   Bernie   are 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


West  Coast  Production 

Picks  Up;  Nine  Starting 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood- — Nine  new  productions 
are  scheduled  to  go  into  work  this 
week. 

At  M-G-M:  "Susan  and  God"  with 
Joan  Crawford  and  Fredric  March; 
{Continued  on  Page  4) 

Warners  to  Release  Capra's 
"Life  and  Death  of  John  Doe" 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — In  line  with  its  new 
policy  of  contracting  for  outside  in- 
dependent product  from  time  to  time, 
Warner  Bros,  will  release  "Life  and 
Death  of  John  Doe"  to  be  made  by 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


N.  Y.  ALLIED  SPLIT;      FIVE  FILM  SALARIES 
6  QUIT  ALBANY  UNIT    AMONG  TOP  U.S.  10 

Albany — Headed  by  Mitchell  Con- 
ery,  six  members  of  the  Albany  unit 
of  New  York  Allied  announced  yes- 
terday that  they  were  resigning  from 
the  organization.  Announcement 
was  made  following  a  unit  meeting 
at  which  a  resolution  favoring   the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Ohio  ITO  Refuses  to  Join 
in  "Pot  O'  Gold"  Squawks 

Columbus,  O.— Co-operative  The- 
aters of  Michigan,  Inc.,  spearhead  of 
the  attack  by  theater  interests 
against  radio's  "Pot  O'  Gold"  give- 
away sponsored  by  Turns,  via  the 
FCC,  will  not  have  the  requested 
co-operation  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  it 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  And  now  it's  the 
"Ten  Highest  U.  S.  Salaries,"  with 
the  last  five  places  going  to  Holly- 
wood and  film  industry  folks,  accord- 
ing to  the  U.  S.  Treasury's  list,  made 
public  yesterday.  In  order,  with  1938 
salaries,  they  are:  Claudette  Colbert, 
$301,944;   Warner  Baxter,  $279,807; 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Cleveland  Indies,  Schines 
Counter  Pot  O'  Gold  Offer 


Cleveland  —  Independent  of  any 
state  action,  a  group  of  Cleveland 
motion  picture  theaters,  all  operat- 
ing subsequent -run  theaters,  will  in- 
augurate a  double  "Pot  O'  Gold"  pol- 

(Continued  cm  Page  6) 


"(/'  1940-41  Program  Tentatively  57/ 
Frank  Lloyd  to  Make  Three  Specials 


Edwin  Carewe  Dead  at  57 
After  Coast  Heart  Attack 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Edwin  Carewe,  57, 
veteran  director-producer,  died  yes- 
terday of  a  heart  attack.  He  long 
had  been  in  ill  health. 

Carewe,   a  native   of   Gainesville, 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


Universal  not  only  contemplates 
no  curtailment  of  production  for  the 
1940-41  season  but  may  even  make 
a  few  more  pictures  than  were  an- 
nounced for  the  current  lineup,  it 
was  revealed  yesterday  upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  company's  top  executives 
from  studio  conferences. 

Present  tentative  plans  call  for  40 
features,   seven  Andy   Devine   com- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


JACK  L.  WARNER 


Jack  L.  Warner  Says  Produc- 
tion Costs  Up  300  to 
400%  in  4  Years 

By  GEORGE  H.  MORRIS 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Warners  will  range  their  1940-41 
product  from  a  minimum  negative 
cost  of  $350,000  to  $2,500,000,  it 
was  asserted 
yesterday 
morning  b  y 
Jack  L.  War- 
n  e  r,  c  o  m- 
pany's  pro- 
duction chief, 
as  he  arrived 
in  New  York 
from  B  u  r- 
bank  on  the 
20th  Century 
Limited  t  o 
attend  the 
preview  here 
of  "The 
Fighting 
69th"  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  to- 
morrow night. 

Increasing   of  expenditure   at  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

SEEN.YTrUMBIZ 
ESCAPING  NEW  TAXES 

Albany — Submission  of  the  ex- 
ecutive budget  to  the  lawmakers 
here  last  night  indicates  that  the 
pix  biz  will  have  no  new  state  levies 
assessed  against  it  in  the  next  year 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Tippett's  $600,000  Suit 

Against  "U"  is  Dropped 

The  $600,000  damage  suit  brought 
bv  John  B.  Tippett,  Inc.  against  Uni- 
versal   Pictures    Corp.,    Print    Stock 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Press  Preview  of  "Grapes" 
to  Also  Attract  Notables 

Press  preview  of  Darryl  Zanuck's 
production    of    the    John    Steinbeck 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


DAILY 


Tuesday,  January  23,  1940 


Vol.  77,  No.  16       Tues.,  Jan.  23,  1940       10  Cents 


JOHN    W.    ALICOATE 


Publisher 


DONALD    M.    MERSEREAU     :     General    Manager 
CHESTER  B.  BAHN     ::::::    Editor 


Published  daily  except  Saturdays  Sundays  and 
Holidays  at  1501  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc.  J.  W. 
Alicoate,  President  and  Publisher;  Donald  M. 
Mersereau,  Secretary-Treasurer.  Entered  as 
second  class  matter,  Sept.  8,  1938,  at  the 
post-office  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879.  Terms  (Postage  free) 
United  States  outside  of  Greater  New  York 
$10,00  one  year;  6  months,  $5.00;  3  months, 
$3.00.  Foreign,  $15.00.  Subscriber  should 
remit  with  order.  Address  all  communications 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway, 
New  York,  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyant  9-7117, 
9-7118,  9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address: 
Filmday,   New   York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.— 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  LONDON — Ernest  W.  Fred- 
man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
W.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphic Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY  —  Marco-Aurelio  Galindo, 
Av.  Coyoacan  No.  100B,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz,  Heraldo  Del 
Cinematografista,    Corrientes    1309. 


H    '                                  m 

nnnnciRL 

NEW  YORK  STOCK 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%) 
Columbia   Picts.    pfd. 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 

East.    Kodak     1 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

do  pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount    1st   pfd.. . 
Paramount   2nd    pfd.. 

Patbe    Film     

RKO 

20th    Century-Fox    . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    8ros 

do     pfd 

NEW   YORK 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.1 
Loew's   deb.   3'/2s46.    1 
Para.     B'way    3s55... 
Para.    Picts.   6s55.  .  .  . 
Para.  Picts.  cv.  3V4S47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 
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8%       8% 
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67        67 
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OII/2  1011/2 
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85 
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NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor     : 14%     14%     14%—     % 

Trans-Lux  , 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...     3%       3y2       3l/2      


GN  Counsel,  Controller 

Quizzed  on  Stock  Swap 

Norman  C.  Nicholson,  general 
counsel  for  Grand  National  Pictures, 
and  Harold  Faxe,  controller,  were 
questioned  yesterday  at  a  GN  hear- 
ing before  Referee  Peter  B.  Olney, 
Jr.,  on  an  exchange  of  $1,100,000, 
shares  of  GN  common  stock  for 
rights  and  trade  name  of  Educa- 
tional Pictures.  Nicholson  testified 
that  although  the  book  value  of  Edu- 
cational rights  totaled  $43,233,  both 
the  Federal  Court  and  the  Board  of 
Directors  had  valuated  these  assets 
at  $1,100,000. 

Faxe  testified  that  on  Oct.  1,  1938, 
GN  in  addition  to  the  transfer  of 
its  stock  assumed  debts  of  Educa- 
tional totaling  $235,888.  It  was 
learned  at  the  hearing  that  after 
Jan.  1,  1939,  GN  was  at  no  time  able 
to  meet  debts  as  they  matured. 

Both  witnesses  were  questioned 
on  transactions  between  GN  and  Ar- 
cadia Pictures  which  resulted  in  a 
loan  of  $15,000  to  GN  and  the  de- 
livery of  a  mortgage  by  that  com- 
pany. In  addition  the  attorneys  for 
the  trustees  questioned  them  closely 
on  a  loan  of  $25,000  secured  by  GN 
from  the  National  City  Bank." 

E.  W.  Hammons,  head  of  GN,  will 
testify  tomorrow  at  an  adjourned 
hearing.  ■ 


Electrics  to  Ask  Dismissal 
of  Vocafilm's  Trust  Action 


UMPTO  Again  Elects  Pizor; 
Aarons  to  Serve  22nd  Term 

Philadelphia— The  UMPTO  has  re- 
elected president,  Lewen  Pizor,  Sec- 
retary-counsel, George  P.  Aarons; 
Treasurer,  Morris  Spiers;  Vice-Pres- 
idents, Ed  Jeffries,  William  Green- 
field; Chairman  of  the  Board, 
Charles  Segall;  to  serve  on  the 
Board  of  Managers,  Pizor,  Herman 
Coan,  Sam  Shapiro,  Joseph  Hebrew, 
Ted  Schlanger,  Jeffries,  El  Connol- 
ly, Joe  Wodock,  William  Hissner, 
M.  J.  O'Toole,  Ralph  Sobelson.  M. 
H.  Egnal,  Lew  Sablosky,  Greenfield, 
Lew  Segall,  Abe  Sablosky,  Spiers, 
R.  J.  Budd,  Aarons. 

Aarons'  re-election  was  for  the 
22nd    censecutive   term,   a   record. 

President  of  Panama  Greets 
Zukor  and  Hicks  on  Arrival 


"Va.  City"  Premiere  Deferred 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY j 

Hollywood  —  Warner  Bros,  has 
postponed  the  world  premiere  of 
"Virginia  City"  in  Virginia  City  and 
Reno  until  March  16. 


Panama  City  (By  Cable)— Presi- 
dent Augusto  Boyd  received  Adolph 
Zukor  and  John  W.  Hicks  over  the 
week-end  when  the  Paramount  ex- 
ecutives arrived  here  en  route  to 
South  America.  They  also  were  en- 
tertained by  William  Dawson.  Amer- 
ican Ambassador,  and  Major  General 
Van  Voorhis. 


SAFETYl  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


No  Extra  Session  In  Wis. 

Madison,  Wis. — Charles  McKeown, 
financial  secretary  to  Gov.  Julius  P. 
Heil,  declared  that  the  administra- 
tion could  get  along  without  a  spe- 
cial session  of  the  State  Legislature 
despite  a  decision  by  the  State  Su- 
preme Court  ruling  unconstitutional 
the  1935  privilege  dividend  tax  as  it 
applies  to  foreign  corporations,. , : 


Western  Electric,  Erpi,  and  A.  T. 
&  T.  filed  notice  yesterday  in  Fed- 
eral Court  that  they  would  apply  on 
Jan.  26  for  a  dismissal  of  the  anti- 
trust suit  brought  against  them  by 
Vocafilm  Corp.  of  America.  The 
plaintiffs  asked  for  $65,953,125  dam- 
ages on  the  charge  that  defendants 
conspired  in  restraint  of  trade  to 
drive  the  plaintiff  out  of  business 
of  selling  motion  picture  equipment. 


Hammons  Establishes  New 
Offices  in  Para.  Building 

E.  W.  Hammons  today  moves  into 
the  Paramount  Bldg.  and  will  oc- 
cupy a  part  of  the  suite  formerly 
occupied  by  Educational  Pictures. 
The  president  of  the  defunct  Grand 
National  organization  is  planning  to 
place  Educational  back  on  an  oper- 
ating scale  and  contemplates  the  re- 
sumption of  short  subject  produc- 
tion. 


Neely  Under  Pressure 

To  Seek  Governorship 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington— Office  of  Sen.  Mat- 
them  M.  Neely  admits  that  the  au- 
thor of  the  anti-block  booking  and 
blind-selling  measure  is  under  "in- 
creasing: terrific  pressui'e"  to  enter 
West  Virginia's  gubernatorial  race. 


West-Fields  Co-starrer 

Debuts  in  Chi.  on  Feb.  1 


Chicago  —  Universale  "My  Little 
Chickadee,"  W.  C.  Fields-Mae  West 
lo-starrer,  will  have  its  world  pre- 
miere Feb.  1  at  the  RKO  Palace  here, 
it  was  disclosed  yesterday  by  Tom 
Gorman. 


Amusement  Tax  Threat 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Enactment  of  an 
amusement  tax,  unless  special  fund 
transfers  are  made  to  meet  relief 
needs,  at  a  special  session  of  the 
Pennsylvania  legislature  predicted 
by  two  legislative  leaders  to  be  held 
between  the  primaries  and  the  Re- 
publican national  convention,  ap- 
pears likely  at  this  time. 


Bioff  Pleads  Not  Guilty 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — William  Bioff,  Inter- 
national IATSE  exec,  pleaded  not 
guilty  yesterday  to  evasion  of  an  in- 
come tax  approximating  $85,000  in 
1936-37.  Federal  Judge  Ralph  E. 
Jenney  ordered  him  to  appear  Feb.  1 
for  setting  trial  date. 


New  Mex.  Admission  Tax 

Mexico,  D.  F. — New  admission  tax 
is  in  effect.  Levy  runs  from  two 
cents  on  each  ticket  costing  from 
16  to  20  cents  to  15  cents  on  tickets 
costing  $1.25  and  up. 
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cominG  MID  GOinG 


LOUIS  B.  MAYER  and  HOWARD  STRICKLING 
arrive  in  New  York  this  morning  from  the 
Coast. 

JACK  L.  WARNER,  PAT  O'BRIEN  and  JAMES 
CACNEY  arrived  here  yesterday  on  the  <"~-?tury. 

NAT  J.  BLUMBERC,  J.  CHEEVER  cW  JIN. 
WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY  and  JOSEPH  SEIDELMAN 
arrived  from  the  Coast  yesterday. 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  and  his  wife  arrived 
here  Sunday  from  the  Coast. 

ERROL    FLYNN    flew    to    Hollywood    Saturday      ' 
after   a    vacation    here. 

JOHN  CROMWELL  leaves  Washington  today 
for  Hollywood  after  attending  the  premiere 
of  "Abe  Lincoln  In  Illinois"  last  night  in  the 
capitol. 

AL  SANTELL  is  at  the  Lombardi. 

ARCHIE  TREBOW,  B  &  K  purchasing  agent, 
and  his  wife,  have  returned  to  Chicago  after 
a   vacation   trip  to  Mexico. 

HENRY  HERBEL,  Coast  district  manager  for 
Warners,    arrived    in    Los    Angeles   yesterday. 

FELIX  SEYMOUR,  dance  director,  returned  to 
Hollywood   over  the  week-end. 

DOROTHY  LAMOUR  arrives  from  the  Coast 
this    morning. 

JANE  DARWELL  arrived  here  yesterday  from 
Hollywood. 

TYRONE  POWER  and  BRENDA  JOYCE  will 
come  East  from  the  Coast  for  the  President's 
birthday    ball    in    Washington. 

ELSA  MAXWELL  left  Hollywood  Sunday  for 
a  lecture  tour  that  opens  in  Washington  the 
latter   part   of   this  week. 

LEE  PATRICK  arrives  here  in  about  two  weeks 
after  completing  her  role  in  a  new  Warner  pic- 
ture. 

JOE  PENNER  gets  here  this  week  for  a  vaca- 
tion. 

ANN  SHERIDAN  is  scheduled  to  leave  the 
Coast  today  for  a   two-week  vacation  here. 

CHARLES  FELDMAN  and  his  wife  are  here 
for  a  vacation. 

FRANK  FREEMAN,  Paramount  production  ex- 
ecutive,  arrives  today. 

CLIFF  LEWIS,  Paramount's  studio  publicity 
chief,  and  T.  KEITH  CLENNON,  studio  operation 
manager,   arrived   yesterday. 

COL.  H.  A.  COLE  is  in  town. 

MORRIS  JOSEPH,  New  Haven  exchange  man- 
ager for  Universal,  is  motoring  South  after  a 
recent  illness  in  New  Haven  Hospital,  accom- 
panied by  his  son-in-law,  SAMUEL  BAILEY, 
of  the  Whalley  Theater,  New  Haven. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY  will  arrive  in  Hollywood 
from    New   York   Feb.   12. 

CHARLES  ROBERTS,  Columbia's  Home  Office 
Supervisor  for  Latin  America,  is  en  route  to 
Mexico   for  an   indefinite  stay. 

RUTH  WEISBERG,  Mort  Blumenstock's  office 
manager  at  the  Warner  home  office  publicity 
department,  leaves  within  the  next  few  days 
for  a   vacation   in  Florida. 

JANE  LORINC,  former  assistant  to  Pandro  S. 
Berman  at  RKO,  is  in  New  York  for  a  three- 
week    Eastern    vacation. 


) 


Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  23 

Humphrey  Bogart  William  Desmond 

Franklin   Pangborn  Ben   Bard 

Ralph  Craves  Olive  Hasbrouck 

Sally    Starr  Sid  Rechetnik 
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£         JACK    L.  WARNER  In  Chorge  of  Production  •  HAL    B.  WALLIS  ExecuMve  Producer  ,£ 
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"U"  MAY  INCREASE, 
NOT  CUV40-41 PIX 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

edies,  seven  westerns  and  three  spe- 
cials to  be  produced  by  Frank  Lloyd, 
the  latter  to  supply  the  product 
which  was  to  have  come  from  Harry 
Edington  who  has  become  production 
chief  for  RKO. 

Plans  for  the  completion  of  this 
I  ason's  commitments  were  discussed 
md  the  groundwork  laid  for  the  com- 
jig  season.  Returning  to  New  York 
»v<_re  President  Nate  J.  Blumberg, 
William  Scully,  sales  manager,  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the 
board,  and  Joseph  Seidelman,  head 
of  the  foreign  department 

Universale  contract  with  Lloyd, 
who  will  be  associated  with  Jack 
Skirball,  was  signed  yesterday.  His 
pictures  will  be  in  the  top-budget 
class  and  will  be  made  on  the  Uni- 
versal lot.  Currently  he  is  making 
"Tree  of  Liberty"  for  Columbia,  but 
Skirball  is  expected  to  make  prelim- 
|iary  arrangements  for  Lloyd's  ar- 
l  vai  at  Universal.  First  picture  has 
£jt  been  determined. 

West  Coast  Production 

Picks  Up;  Nine  Starting 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"Waterloo  Bridge"  with  Vivien 
Leigh  and  Robert  Taylor. 

At  RKO:  "Curtain  Call"  with  Bar 
bara  Read,  Helen  Vinson,  John  Ar 
cher,  Alan  Mowbray,  Donald  Mac- 
Bride,  Frank  Faylen  and  Tommy 
Kelly;  "The  Romantic  Mr.  Hinklin" 
with  Lucille  Ball,  Robert  Coote  and 
Ferike  Boros. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Lillian 
Russell"  with  Alice  Faye,  Don  Ame- 
che,  Henry  Fonda  and  Edward  Ar- 
nold. 

At  Warners:  "The  Sea  Hawk" 
starring  Errol  Flynn  and  Brenda 
Marshall,  Alan  Hale,  Claude  Rains, 
Flora  Robson,  Una  O'Connor,  Don- 
ald Crisp,  James  Stephenson  and 
William  Lundigan;  "All  This  and 
Heaven,  Too"  co-starring  Bette  Da- 
vis and  Charles  Boyer. 

At   Republic:    "Forgotten   Girls." 

At  Sol  Lesser:  "Our  Town"  with 
Frank  Craven,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Wil- 
liam Holden,  Martha  Scott  and  Fay 
Bainter. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Jane  Wyman  and 
Ronald  Reagan  will  be  married  on 
Friday,  at  the  Wee  Kirk  of  the 
Heather  Church,  Glendale. 

Akron,  Ind. — Bob  McClung,  screen 
actor,  and  Anna  Dixon,  were  mar- 
ried here. 

McClung  appeared  in  the  Mickey 
McGuire    comedies. 


Chicago  —  Phil  Fischer,  manager 
of  the  Hollywood  Amusement  Co. 
and  Miss  Kay  Brodell,  Chicago  dan- 
cer, are  on  a  Hollywood  honeymoon, 
following  their  marriage. 


ALCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


T  T  ▼ 

NEW  YORK 

•  •      •     NOT  since  Thomas  Alva  Edison   hatched  his  Kinetoscope 

has  such  a  cinematic  sensation  occurred  in  these  parts as  took 

place  yes'day  a.m.  in  usually  prosaic  Grand  Central  Terminal into 

which  a  crowd  variously  estimated  at  from  five  to  ten  thousand 

packed  themselves  sardine- wise to  welcome  Jack  L.  Warner,  WB 

production  chief Pat  O'Brien,  lames  Cagney, — stars  of  "The  Fight- 
ing 69th" and  Charlie  Einfeld  and  Grad  Sears,  whose  duty  'tis  to 

vend  the  dynamic  opus  to  public  and  theaters  respectively 

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     JUST  how   big  the  crowd  of  welcomers  really  was 

stumped  such  experts  as  the  N.  Y.  Central  Station  Master 

and  Police  Inspectors 'cause  not  one  of  'em  had  ever  seen 

the  R.  R.  Terminal  so  inundated  with  humanity nor  humanity 

so  inundated  with  enthusiasm As  the  20th-century  hauled 

in  from  Chicago  after  blizzard-bucking  in  Western  New  York  and 
Ohio the  band  of  the  Fighting  69th  blared  its  famous  march- 
ing song,  "Garyowen,"  plus  wartime  tunes Yep,  the  Harp  that 

once  sounded  through  Tara's  halls was  a  very  mute  affair 

in  comparison  with  this  regimental  band which  raised 

the  steel  rafter  of  the  G.  C.  Terminal and  reverberated  from, 

the  marbled  and  limestone  walls as  Warner,  O'Brien,  Cagney 

&  Co.  alighted  from  the  train  and  marched  the  platform  length  to 

acknowledge  the  City's  plaudits o'er  the  mikes  of  WMCA 

at  which  Martin  Starr  presided  as  m.c.  and  interviewer 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AT  THE  STATION  was  an   official  reception  committee  of 

the  165th  Infantry including  Col.  John  J.  Mangan,  Brig.-Gen.  A.  E. 

Anderson  and  Mai.  William  Cavanaugh The  press  of  rabid  movie 

fans  and  autograph  hounds  was  so  intense that  one  of  the  regi- 
mental gents  who  has  seen  such  l'il  confusion   as   the   storming  of  the 

Hindenburg  Line wailed:  "And  they  say  war  is  hell!" Well, 

Sir,  there  were  no  casualties  yes'day  morn and  that  was  because 

the  boys  at  WB's  home  office had  paved  the  way  for  every  sorta 

contingency via    expert    arrangements The    next    chapter    in 

"The   Fighting   69th"    saga   will    be    written    tomorrow    night when 

the  preview  of  the  pix  will  be  held  together  with  a  gala  military  dinner 
at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 

T  ▼  T 

WASHINGTON 

•  •     •     OVER  the  modern  ties  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 

sped   from   New    York    to    Washington   yesterday the 

East's  trade  press  big-wigs  to  attend  the  Washington  premiere 

of  RKO  Radio's  power-house  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois" 

which  represents  ties  of  the  modern  generation  with  the  stirring 

day of  Lincoln's  pre -presidential  life The  brilliant  world 

premiere  in  the  nation's  capital was  attended  by  an  audience 

of  Washington  notables  headed  by  Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 

and  the  city  thrilled  and  throbbed  to  the  Hollywood-like 

festivities as  the  event  was  certainly  and  definitely  one  of 

the    outstanding    openings    in    celluloid    annals The    White 

House  and  every  branch  of  the  nation's  official  life  was  lavishly 

represented  and  the  RKO  Keith  Theater over  which  Harvie 

Meakin    presides    as    managing    director held    an    audience 

which  has  had  few  parellels  in  the  matter  of  importance 

RKO  was  represented  at  the  premiere  by  S.  Barret  McCormick, 

A.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  H.  M.  Richey,  Ken  Hallam,  Nat  Levy J.  J. 

O'Connor,  Fred  Meyers,  Harry  Mandel,  Charles  Horstman  and 
J.  M.  Brennan. 


ALLIED  ARBITRATION 
MOVE  SINCERE-COLE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ture  and  that  Cole  knew  the  branches 
of  the  industry  would  not  ge' -to- 
gether on  a  plan  until  after  thefc  av- 
ernment  suit  was  tried.  The  Allied 
president  said  he  was  not  surprised 
at  Grad  Sears'  statement  to  the  effect 
that  the  distributors  would  not  ap- 
prove of  Allied's  desire  for  two  in- 
dependent exhibitors  on  each  local 
board.  Cole  said  that  he  did  not 
come  to  New  York  to  discuss  the 
matter  but  that  he  would  be  willing 
to  sit  down  with  distributors  if  the 
latter  were  interested  in  Allied's  pro- 
posals. 

New  Type  of  Electric  Sign 
to  be  Marketed  by  Cole  Co. 

A  new  type  of  electric  sign  which 
gives  the  appearance  of  neon  lights 
is  being  placed  on  the  market  by  a 
new  company  in  which  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  Allied  president,  has  an  inter- 
est. The  sign  was  invented  by  Wal- 
ker Hays  of  Dallas  and  is  now  in 
use  on  two  theaters  operated  by  Cole 
and  his  brother-in-law,  Jack  Lilly. 
The  sign  is  reported  to  have  the 
same  appearance  and  brilliance  as 
those  of  neon  but  is  said  to  operate 
at  one-seventh  the  cost. 

Cole  is  in  New  York  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  new  enterprise. 


Edwin  Carewe  Dead  at  57 
After  Coast  Heart  Attack 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Tex.,  following  a  stage  career  broke 
into  films  with  Lubin  in  1914.  At 
various  times  he  was  with  Rolfe- 
Metro,  Selig,  and  First  National.  In 
1927,  he  made  "Resurrection"  for 
UA  and  in  the  following  year,  pro- 
duced "Ramona"  and  "Revenge."  In 
1929,  he  was  producer-director  with 
two  units  for  UA.  Later,  he  directed 
for  Paramount  and  Universal.  Re- 
cently, Carewe  had  been  inactive. 


ST 


Minneapolis,  Minn.  —  Here's  the 
answer  to  a  press  agent's  prayer. 
The  Gopher  theater  is  playing  "A 
Child  Is  Born."  Ev  Seibel,  pub- 
licity agent  for  the  theater  was  ex- 
pecting a  blessed  event.  And  the 
youngster  obligingly  arrived  during 
the  run  of  the  picture  .  .  .  yes  sir,  an 
8-pound,  7  ounce  girl. 


Chicago  —  Mary  Stern,  formerly 
cashier  of  the  Tower  theater  of  the 
B  &  K  circuit  has  given  birth  to  a 
baby  girl  at  the  St.  Joseph  hospital. 


Bridgeport  —  Don  Dellarocco  of 
the  Strand  Theater  is  the  father  of 
a  baby  girl. 
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"Wolf  Of  New  York" 

with  Edmund  Lowe,  Rose  Hobart,  James 

Stephenson 

RepuHx  69  Mins. 

Fl!  •§  RATE  CRIME  YARN  WITH  FINE 
CAST  WILL  GREATLY  ENTERTAIN  ANY 
TYPE  OF  AUDIENCE. 

This  picture  is  first  rate  entertainment 
for  any  type  of  audience.  It  has  an  ex- 
tremely well  paced  and  well  knit  story 
which  keeps  the  action  moving  and  sus- 
penseful  throughout,  and  an  able  cast  neat- 
ly fills  the  parts.  Direction  by  William 
McGann  is  expert,  and  Gordon  Kahn  and 
Lionel  Houser  deserve  plaudits  for  their 
snappy  screenplay.  Here  is  a  picture  that 
is  an  excellent  example  of  what  can  be 
done  with  a  comparatively  modest  budget 
if  thought  and  care  are  put  behind  it.  Ex- 
hibitors should  do  very  nicely  with  it  every- 
where. Edmund  Lowe  is  just  as  suave  and 
pleasing  as  ever,  doing  a  neat  job  as  a 
criminal  lawyer  who  turns  district  attor- 
ney to  square  a  debt.  Rose  Hobart  is  able 
and  attractive  in  the  complementing  female 
role.  James  Stephenson  is  a  smooth  ar- 
ticle as  a  crooked  investment  broker,  and 
William  Demarest,  Andrew  Tombes,  Jerome 
Cowan,  Edward  Gargan,  Maurice  Murphy 
and  Charles  D.  Brown  ably  abet  the  prin- 
cipals with  good  characterizations.  Lowe 
gets  Murphy  a  job  with  Stephenson  after 
he  gets  out  of  jail  as  he  was  a  friend 
of  the  boy's  father.  Although  he  handles 
Stephenson's  legal  work,  Lowe  is  unaware 
that  he  heads  a  ring  of  crooks.  Brown, 
Miss  Hobart's  father  and  a  police  inspector, 
is  murdered  by  the  ring  and  Mason  is 
electrocuted  on  a  framed  rap  despite  Lowe's 
fight  to  save  him.  He  takes  the  district 
attorney's  job  when  evidence  proves  Mason 
innocent  and  the  political  ring  is  in  hot 
water.  Stephenson  and  his  gang  fall  victim 
to  Lowe's  fiery  crusade  in  a  fast  finish, 
end  he  and  Miss  Hobart  make  up  for  lost 
time  by  getting  married. 

CAST:  Edmund  Lowe,  Rose  Hobart,  James 
Stephenson,  Jerome  Cowan,  William  Demar- 
est, Maurice  Murphy,  C.  D.  Brown,  Ed. 
Gargan,  Roy  Gordon,  Andrew  Tombes,  Ben 
Welden,  Ann   Baldwin. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Robert 
North;  Director,  William  McGann;  Screen- 
play, Gordon  Kahn  and  Lionel  Houser;  Orig- 
nal  Story,  L.  T.  White  and  Arnold  Bel- 
;ard;  Cameraman,  Reggie  Lanning;  Editor, 
Ernest  Nims. 

^  DIRECTION,      Good.      PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Columbia  and  UA  Will 

Take  deCourville  Pix 


Two  pictures  directed  by  Albert 
ieCourville  in  England  will  be  dis- 
tributed by  American  companies. 
Dne,  "An  Englishman's  Home,"  will 
)e  released  by  Columbia,  while  the 
)ther,  "The  Lambeth  Walk,"  goes 
;o  M-G-M.  United  Artists  is  han- 
ging the  former  picture  outside  the 
J.  S. 

DeCourville,  who  is  here  from 
England,  is  the  brother-in-law  of 
Yrthur  Kelly,  head  of  United  Ar- 
ists'   foreign   department. 


"Sued  For  Libel" 

with  Kent  Taylor,  Linda  Hayes,  Lilian  Bond, 

Morgan  Conway 
RKO  Radio  66  Mins. 

ROUTINE  MURDER  MYSTERY  MELLER 
HANDICAPPED  BY  LACK  OF  PLAUSIBIL- 
ITY  AND   DIRECTNESS. 

It's  natural  for  a  murder  mystery 
meiler  to  have  a  practical  amount  of  com- 
plications, making  for  drama  and  suspense, 
but  it's  unnatural  for  such  a  type  pix  to 
be  over-complicated,  and  that  is  one  of  the 
liabilities  of  "Sued  For  Libel.''  Further, 
the  footage  deals  fantastically  with  news- 
paper folk,  and  is  scarcely  calculated  to 
dispel  belief  among  some  segments  of  the 
public  that  journalists  are  a  pretty  wacky 
crew.  It  is  no  fault  of  the  principal  play- 
ers that  this  attraction  doesn't  click,  tor 
generally  they  move  in  an  atmosphere  which 
is  lacking  in  plausibility.  Kent  Taylor  and 
Linda  Hayes,  on  the  staff  of  the  fictitious 
evening  Bulletin  of  the  story,  do  their  best 
with  the  material  at  hand,  as  do  Morgan 
Conway  and  Lilian  Bond,  the  "heavies"  in 
the  opus.  The  former  duo  not  only  set 
their  figurative  teeth  toward  the  goal  of 
determining  the  source  of  a  series  of  mur- 
ders, but  also  furnish  the  romance  via  the 
apparently  permanent  flare  Hollywood  has 
for  "teaming  up"  a  male  and  female  reporter 
on  every  news  story  assignment.  Their 
prime  objective  in  bagging  the  killer  is  to 
rid  their  newspaper  of  a  libel  suit  which 
grows  out  of  an  incredible  bit  of  bad  judg- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  gal  "journalist," — 
merely  the  imparting  of  false  information, 
on  an  important  murder  trial  verdict,  to 
one  of  her  fellow  reporters  on  the  news- 
paper. The  film  rarely  rises  out  of  the 
routine  channel.  Direction  is  firm,  pho- 
tography tip-top. 

CAST:  Kent  Taylor,  Linda  Hayes,  Lilian 
Bond,  Morgan  Conway,  Richard  Lane,  Roger 
Pryor,  Thurston  Hall,  Emory  Parnell,  Roy 
Gordon,  Keye  Luke,  Edward  Earle,  Jack 
Arnold,   Leona   Roberts. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Cliff  Reid;  Direc- 
tor, Leslie  Goodwins;  Author,  Wolfe  Kauf- 
man; Screenplay,  Jerry  Cady;  Production 
Executive,  Lee  Marcus;  Musical  Director, 
Roy  Webb;  Cameraman,  Jack  MacKenzie; 
Art  Director,  Van  Nest  Polglase;  Associate 
Art  Director,  Feild  Gray;  Recording  Engi- 
neer, Richard  Van  Hessen;  Editor,  Desmond 
Marquette. 

DIRECTION,  Firm.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Tip-Top. 


Center  Staff  for  "Pinocchio" 

Press  offices  for  Walt  Disney's 
"Pinocchio,"  which  opens  at  the  Cen- 
ter theater,  Radio  City,  Feb.  7,  have 
been  established  at  the  house.  Rich- 
ard Condon  is  directing  exploitation, 
with  John  McGeehan  assisting. 
Douglas  Whitney  is  in  charge  of 
publicity,  assisted  by  Toni  Spitzer, 
of  the  RKO-Radio  Pictures  offices, 
and  Robert  Baral,  handling  trade 
coverage.  Sydney  Goldman  is  house 
manager. 

For  "Pinocchio's"  run,  John  K. 
Hyatt,  Center's  managing  director, 
is  adding  50  ushers,  and  10  cashiers, 
likewise  engaging  four  additional 
doormen  for  the  Rockefeller  Center 
Garage  which  he  also  manages. 


"The  Man  Who 
Wouldn't  Talk" 

with   Lloyd   Nolan,  Jean   Rogers 
20th-Fox  72   Mins. 

STRONG  MELLER  HAS  PLENTY  OF 
SUSPENSE  AND  SWELL  SURPRISE  CLI- 
MAX. 

Well  cast  and  suspensefully  presented, 
a  slightly  improbable  story  has  been  made 
highly  entertaining  in  this  new  20th-Fox 
release.  Audiences  will  have  their  atten- 
tion riveted  to  the  screen  from  the  time 
the  picture  opens  until  its  surprise  climax. 
The  very  able  Lloyd  Nolan  does  full  jus- 
tice to  his  role.  Jean  Rogers  is  attractive 
and  capable  and  good  supporting  roles  are 
contributed  by  Richard  Clarke,  Onslow 
Stevens,  Eric  Blore  and  Mae  Marsh.  Di- 
rector David  Burton  should  get  much  credit 
for  his  fine  job  in  keeping  the  picture  ab- 
sorbing right  to  the  end.  Picture  starts 
off  with  a  bang  when  Nolan  walks  in  on  a 
murder  trial  and  confesses  to  the  crime 
to  save  an  innocent  man.  His  alias  is  ob- 
vious and  the  case  attracts  wide  attention 
throughout  the  country  due  to  its  unusual 
turn.  Finally,  Jean  Rogers,  is  certain  that 
Nolan  is  her  brother  who  disappeared  20 
years  before.  However,  he  refuses  to 
admit  his  identity  or  show  any  indication 
of  breaking  down  in  his  story.  Jean  and 
his  attorney  start  out  in  search  of  evidence 
to  discover  the  story  behind  his  strange 
confession.  Nolan  is  brought  to  trial  and 
still  refuses  to  answer  any  questions.  At 
the  proper  time  a  fine  climax  is  worked 
up  to  with  the  true  story  of  Nolan  and 
the  murdered  man  revealed  by  Jean's  in- 
vestigation. 

CAST:  Lloyd  Nolan,  Jean  Rogers,  Onslow 
Stevens,  Eric  Blore,  Mae  Marsh,  Richard 
Clarke,  Joan  Valerie,  Paul  Stanton,  Doug- 
las Wood,  Irving  Bacon,  Lester  Sharff, 
Harlan  Briggs,  Elizabeth  Risdon,  Renie 
Riano. 

CREDITS:  Executive  Producer,  Sol  M. 
Wurtzel;  Director,  David  Burton;  Screen- 
play, Robert  Ellis,  Helen  Logan,  Lester 
Ziffren  and  Edward  Ettinger;  Based  on 
a  play  by  Holworthy  Hall  and  Robert  M. 
Middlemass;  Cameraman,  Virgil  Miller; 
Editor,    Alexander   Troffey. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Sidewalks  of  London" 

To  Play  New  York  Rivoli 

"Sidewalks  of  London,"  Charles 
Laughton- Vivien  Leigh  English  pix 
produced  by  Mayflower,  will  follow 
"Grapes  of  Wrath"  into  the  Rivoli, 
New  York,  and  will  have  a  general 
release  on  Feb.  16,  Neil  Agnew, 
Para,  sales  chief,  said  yesterday. 
About  30  playdates  in  the  South 
have  already  been  set. 


Harlan  Funeral  Today 

Martinsville,  Ind.  —  Funeral  ser- 
vices for  Otis  Harlan,  75,  screen 
and  stage  veteran,  will  be  held  here 
today. 


"Bad  Little  Angel" 

with  Virginia  Weidler,  Gene  Reynold*,  Guy 

Kibbee,    Ian    Hunter,    Henry    Hull 
M-G-M  72  Mins. 

ENTERTAINING  AND  AMUSING,  FILM 
IS  GOOD  SCREENFARE  FOR  NABE  AUDI- 
ENCES. 

Going  back  a  few  decades  to  the  1880's 
Metro  has  filmed  an  unusual  theme  in 
this  release  with  pleasing  results.  It  al- 
ways requires  finesse  to  deal  with  religious 
angles  of  any  description,  but  certainly  this 
job  will  be  approved.  Picture  has  plenty 
of  comedy  as  well  as  serious  moments, 
neatly  woven  together  under  the  hand  of 
director  William  Thiele.  Virginia  Weidler, 
Gene  Reynolds,  Ian  Hunter,  Guy  Kibbee, 
Henry  Hull  and  Reginald  Owen  are  all  tal- 
ented players.  Virginia,  an  orphan,  looks 
to  her  bible  for  guidance,  and  turning  the 
pages  at  random  reads  "Flee  to  Egypt," 
forthwith  deserting  the  orphanage  for  Egypt, 
New  Jersey.  She  meets  Gene  Reynolds, 
and  his  boss,  Ian  Hunter,  gives  her  a 
home.  From  there  on  the  story  is  lively 
and  human;  Hull,  the  town  drunk,  is  re- 
formed; Kibbee,  the  crusty  millionaire,  is 
softened  up;  Hunter  gets  his  job  back 
for  heroism,  and  Virginia  gets  a  home 
as  the  millionaire's  adopted  daughter.  Not 
a  pretentious  picture,  the  story  should  do 
well  in  nabe  and  suburban  houses  as  it 
has  a  very  human  and  heart-warming  story, 
and   is   ably   cast  and   presented. 

CAST:  Virginia  Weidler,  Henry  Hull, 
Gene  Reynolds,  Guy  K  bbee,  Ian  Hunter, 
Lois  Wilson,  Elizabeth  Patterson,  Reginald 
Owen. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Metro;  Director, 
William  Thiele;  Screenplay,  Dorothy  Yost; 
Based  on  a  book  by  Margaret  Turnbull; 
Cameraman,  John  Seitz;  Editor,  F.  Sullivan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Cinecolor  Plant  Working 

Double  Shifts  Six  Days 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Cinecolor's  Burbank 
plant  is  currently  working  two  8- 
hour  shifts  a  day  and  a  six-day 
week  compared  to  company's  former 
single  shift  and  five-day  week  sched- 
ule Result  has  been  considerable 
increased  employment  for  technic- 
ians. 

Increased  activity  is  due  to  print 
orders  in  quantity  in  Cinecolor 
process  for  two  features — RKO's 
"Isle  of  Destiny"  and  Monogram's 
"Gentleman  from  Arizona" — and  an 
unusual  volume  of  short  subjects. 

Current  orders  and  new  business 
schedule  for  immediate  future  will 
require  running  the  plant  at  this 
rate  for  some  time  to  come. 


Hadfield  Rites  Held 

Chicago — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  yesterday  for  Harry  H. 
Hadfield,  66,  dean  of  B  &  K  man- 
agers, at  his  death  in  charge  of  the 
Belpark  theatre.  Burial  was  in  Emb- 
lem cemetery.  His  widow  and  a 
brother  survive. 
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FIVE  FILM  SALARIES 
AMONG  TOP  U.S.  10 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  $265,000;  Bing 
Crosby,  $260,000;  S.  P.  Skouras, 
$254,000.  In  the  second  10,  the  in- 
dustry had  four  reps. — Charles 
Skouras,  with  $253,000;  Jack  Benny, 
with  $250,000;  Roy  Del  Ruth,  with 
$216,741  and  Wesley  Ruggles  with 
$199,061. 

List  released  by  the  Treasury  did 
not  cover  Loew's,  Metro,  RKO  and 
Warners.  Motion  picture  firms  re- 
ported the  largest  number  of  $75,- 
000-and-over  salaries  for  1938.  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  had  34  and  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.,  33.  Last  year's 
Treasury  list  was  topped  by  Louis 
B.  Mayer.  No.  one  salary  recipient 
this  year  is  a  soap  manufacturer. 

Among  the  salaries  reported — plus 
bonuses,  commissions  and  other  com- 
pensation— for  the  calendar  year 
1938  or  for  corporations'  fiscal  years 
ending  in  1939 — were  the  following: 
NEW   YORK 

Paramount — Barryraore,  John,  $105,833.33; 
Bennett,  Joan,  $94,333.33;  Benny,  Jack,  $250,- 
000;  Binyon,  Claude  Howard,  $100,000; 
Burns,  Robert  (Bob  Burns),  $155,952.32;  Col- 
bert, Claudette,  $301,944.51;  Colman,  Ronald, 
$102,083.33;  Crosby,  Harry  L.,  Jr.,  $230,000; 
DeLeon,  Walter,  $89,475;  Dietrich,  Marlene, 
$130,000;  Fields,  William  Claude,  $93,166.67; 
Florey,  Robert,  $76,500;  Hathaway,  Henry, 
$115,541.67;  Hornblow,  Arthur,  Jr.,  $145,- 
166.66;  Hubbard,  Lucien,  $121,000;  Hurley, 
Harold  H.,  $111,954.96;  Jennings,  Talbot, 
$96,333.33;  Lang,  Fritz,  $85,543.15;  LeBaron, 
William,  $182,467.31;  Leisen,  James  Mitchell, 
$115,000;  Lewin,  Albert  Parsons,  $114,958.33; 
Lloyd,  Frank,  $150,749.99;  MacMurray,  Fred, 
$183,333.33;  Marshall,  Herbert,  $93,750;  Raft, 
George,  $186,964.75;  Reed,  Margie  Yvonne 
(Martha  Raye),  $81,958.34;  Ruggles,  Wes- 
ley, $199,061.93;  Santell,  Alfred,  $122,000; 
Sturges,  Preston,  $143,000;  Thompson,  Har- 
lan, $95,791.66;  Walsh,  Raoul  A.,  $107,083.34; 
Wellman,  William  A.,  $136,805.05;  Zukor, 
Adolph,   $170,400. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox — Kent,  S.  R.,  $181,- 
705;  Schenck,  Joseph  M.,  $106,000;  Zanuck, 
Darryl  F.,  $265,000;  Goetz,  William,  $106,- 
000;  Ameche,  Don,  $98,000;  Balderston,  John 
L.,  $88,500;  Baxter,  Warner  J.,  $279,807.63; 
Brown,  Harry  Joe,  $122,041.67;  Butler,  David 
W.,  $133,000;  Cummings,  Irving,  $105,000; 
Del  Ruth,  Roy,  $216,741.55;  Faye,  Alice, 
$87,000.01;  Ford,  John,  $169,791.67;  Gordon, 
Mack,  $100,250;  Griffith,  Raymond,  $117,375; 
Haley,  Jack,  $90,000;  Henie,  Sonja,  $113,000; 
Johnson,  Nunnally,  $119,166.68;  King,  Henry, 
$133,500;  Lanfield,  Sidney,  $92,083.32;  Lang, 
Walter,  $89,499.99;  Levien,  Sonya,  $77,066.- 
67;  MacGowan,  Kenneth,  $104,333.33;  Mar- 
key,  Gene,  $87,166.67;  McLaglen,  Victor, 
$125,475;  Murat,  Annabella,  $87,500;  Power, 
Tyrone,  $140,750;  Ratoff,  Gregory,  $104,- 
333.33;  Seiter,  William  A.,  $117,583.34; 
Sommerville,  George  J.,  $80,000 ;  Temple, 
Shirley  Jane,  $114,848.17;  Wurtzel,  Sol,  $182,- 
583.33;  Yellen,  Jack  S.,  $76,800;  Young, 
Loretta,   $181,615.21. 

United  Artists — Silverstone,  Maurice,  $87,- 
000. 

Eastman  Kodak — Lovejoy,  Frank  W.,  $115,- 
419.14. 

Fox  West  Coast  Agency  Corp. — Skouras, 
Charles   P.,   $78,000. 

National  Theaters  Amusement  Co.,  Inc. — 
Skouras,    S.    P.,    $254,500. 

CALIFORNIA 

Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  Ltd. — Cooper,  Gary, 
$140,129;  Goldwyn.  Samuel,  $156,000;  Hei- 
fetz,  Jasch?,  $100,000;  Mayo,  Archie,  $167,- 
812;  McCrea,  Joel,  $152,000;  Oberon,  Merle, 
$139,285;  Riskin,  Robert,  $180,125;  Wyler, 
William,  $75,583. 

Selznick  International  Pictures,  Inc. — Selz- 
nick,  David  O.,  $181,500;  Howard,  Leslie, 
$141,249;    Cukor,   George,   $119,687. 

Myron  Selznick  &  Co.,  Inc. — Selznick, 
Myron,   $130,000. 

Walter  Wanger  Pictures,  Inc.  —  Boyer, 
Charles,    $161,000;    Fonda,    Henry,    $105,000. 

Walter  Wanger  Productions,  Inc. — Wanger, 
Walter  F.,  $130,000,  March,  Fredric,  $136,311. 


Public  Interest  in  F.D.'s  "Ten  Best"  Poll 

Brings  "Chips"  Holdover  at  White  Plains 

White  Plains,  N.  Y.— Public  interest  in  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  "Ten  Best"  poll  and 
its  value  to  the  box  oftice  was  strikingly  established  here.  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips"  had 
opened  to  fair.y  good  business  at  the  Colony  the  day  betore  the  Reporter,  which  con- 
ducted a  local  poll  in  connection  with  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  symposium,  announced  the 
poll  results.     Business  at  the  Colony  zoomed  at  once,  and  brought  a   two-day  holdover. 


Ohio  1TO  Refuses  to  Join        New  York  Allied  Split; 
in    'Pot  O'  Gold"  Squawks  |         Six  Quit  the  Albany  Unit 

(.Continued  from  Faye  1) 

Neely  Bill  was  passed.  This  action 
was  contrary  to  previous  New  York 
Allied  stand,  as  opposition  to  the 
bill  had  been  expressed  at  various 
unit  meetings. 

Sixteen  theaters  were  represented 
by  the  six  resigning  members,  who, 
it  was  said,  comprised  the  most  ac- 
tive group  in  the  unit.  Conery  was 
district  vice-president. 

Split  in  the  unit  ranks  had  been 
predicted  for  some  time.  It  was 
said  that  the  members  were  not  in 
accord  with  Max  A.  Cohen,  New 
York  Allied  president,  who  has  been 
campaigning  against  the  passage  of 
the  Neely  Bill. 


(Continued  from  Faye  1) 

is  indicated  by  an  exchange  of  cor- 
respondence between  the  former's 
Thomas  McGuire  and  the  latter's 
Pete  J.  Wood. 

McGuire  wrote  Wood  suggesting 
that  the  1TO  hop  aboard  the  pro- 
test band  wagon,  piling  up  letters 
decrying  radio's  "gambling  pro- 
gram" on  the  desks  of  Congressmen 
and  members  of  the  FCC.  Wood 
wrote  back: 

"It  would  appear  as  though  the- 
ater owners  are  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  protesting  instead  of  meet- 
ing competition  as  is  done  in  every 
other  line  of  business,  namely,  go- 
ing out  and  selling  their  own  line 
of   merchandise. 

"When  you  stigmatize  the  Turns 
programs  as  a  'radio  gambling  pro- 
gram,' it  leads  me  to  believe  that 
you  are  unfamiliar  with  the  old  ac- 
cepted principle  that,  before  one  goes 
into  court,  he  should  be  absolutely 
right  that  he  does  so  with  clean 
hands.  And,  in  this  connection,  you 
will  readily  admit  that,  in  the  mat- 
ter of  'gambling  programs,'  the  the- 
ater owners  are  living  in  glass 
houses.  .  .  I,  for  one,  am  very  sorry 
that  your  organization  saw  fit  to 
take  the  action  you  have." 


178  Engagements  in  162 
Cities  Now  Set  for  GWTW 


A  total  of  178  engagements  in  162 
cities  has  been  set  for  "Gone  With 
the  Wind,"  MG-M  announced  yes- 
terday. Twenty-two  were  added 
yesterday,  of  which  17  call  for  a 
policy  of  two  shows  daily  at  re- 
served seats. 

Cleveland — Frank  D.  Drew,  Metro 
branch  manager,  reports  that  all 
key  spots  in  the  territory  have  con- 
tracted for  early  showings  of 
GWTW.  No  new  openings  will  be 
booked  for  Holy  Week. 

District  manager  J.  J.  Maloney 
anticipates  a  minimum  run  of  12 
weeks  at  the  Stillman  here  where  it 
starts   Jan.   26. 


20th-Fox  Will  Distribute 
"Cheri-Bibi"  in  S.  America 


Edwin  Fadiman  of  National  Pic- 
tures yesterday  announced  a  deal 
with  20th  Century-Fox  to  distribute 
National's  French  picture,  "Cheri- 
Bibi,"  starring  Pierre  Fresnay,  in 
all  South  American  countries  except 
Columbia,  Venezuela  and  the  colonies 
of  European  countries  on  that  con- 
tinent. 

Spanish  and  Portuguese  versions 
are  being  rushed  to  the  20th-Fox 
South  American  offices  for  February 
showing. 


Cleveland  Indies,  Schines 
Counter  Pot  o'  Gold  Offer 

(Continued  from  Page  I) 

icy  starting  tonight.  Trustees  in 
cnarge  of  the  money,  collected  by 
a  seat  assessment  on  all  participat- 
ing theatres,  are  P.  E.  Essick,  John 
D.  Kalafat  and  Henry  Greenberger. 
Essick  reports  that  some  60  the- 
aters are  in  on  the  deal.  The  Wash- 
ington circuit,  operated  by  M.  B. 
Horwitz,  will  run  its  own  Pot  O' 
Gold  on  Tuesday  night. 

Columbus,  O. — The  Schine  circuit 
has  inaugurated  its  own  cam- 
paign against  the  "Pot  O'  Gold"  box- 
office  menace  on  Tuesday  nights, 
offering  $1,000  to  any  person  at- 
tending a  Schine  theater  when  their 
telephone  number  was  selected  by 
the  NBC  radio  show.  Schines  oper- 
ate 33  theaters  in  17  different  Ohio 
towns. 


Plymouth,  O. — Ed  Ramsey,  opera- 
tor of  the  Plymouth  theater,  decid- 
ing competition  from  "Pot  O'  Gold" 
was  getting  serious,  started  his  own 
campaign  to  combat  it.  Any  pat- 
ron in  the  Plymouth  theater  who 
would  have  won  the  Turn's  $1,000 
award  if  he'd  stayed  home,  will  re- 
ceive an  equal  amount  in  cash  from 
Ramsey.  Plymouth  has  a  popula- 
tion of  approximately  1,600  per- 
sons; the  theater  seats  220. 


Edward  E.  Finch  Dead 

Marietta,  O.— Edward  E.  Finch, 
64,  for  past  12  years  president  of 
the  Cambridge  &  Marietta  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  is  dead  here.  Company 
operates  the  Hipp  and  Putnam  the- 
aters, Marietta,  and  the  Colonial 
and  Strand,  Cambridge. 

Rooney,   Davis  "Elected" 

King  and  Queen  of  the  Movies 
"election,"  conducted  by  the  New 
York  Daily  News  and  some  60  pa- 
pers, resulted  in  victories  for  Mickey 
Rooney   and   Bette  Davis. 


$350,000— $2,500,000 

BUDGETS  FOR  WB  PIX 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

studio,  he  said,  is  in  accordance  with   i 
the  policy  of  complete  "B"  picture 
elimination  so  that  maximum!    ^os- 
ses  can  be  attained.     He  char^tfter-  j 
ized   "B"  product  as   "eye-burners"  | 
and  contended  that  the  easiest  thing 
is    to    turn    out   such   pictures,   but 
that  the  company  is  taking  the  dif- 
ficult road  in  order  that  consistently 
high     quality     pictures     can     bring 
larger  mutual  profit  to  theater  out- 
lets and  the  company. 

He  expressed  the  conviction  that 
if  the  right  kind  of  features  are 
made,  "any  amount  of  money  can  be 
made  in  the  industry." 

Production  costs,  he  pointed  out, 
have  risen  enormously  during  the 
past  four  years,  and  placed  the  per- 
centage boost  over  that  period  at 
from  300  to  400  per  cent.  Factors 
all  along  the  production  line  have 
contributed  to  this  rise,  he  said. 

Speaking  of  "The  Fighting  69th," 
Warner  said  he  was  "amazed"  at 
the  size  and  demonstrativeness  of 
the  crowd  of  thousands  who  parti- 
cipated in  the  welcome  to  him,  Pat 
O'Brien  and  James  Cagney  at  Grand 
Central  Terminal  yesterday,  and 
praised  the  smooth  workings  of  the 
reception.  He  characterized  the  lat- 
ter as  "a  great  event"  for  the  na- 
tion and  the  box-office,  because  of 
its  patriotic  nature  and  the  inspira- 
tion the  film  will  be  to  American 
audiences.  Two  years,  he  stated, 
have  been  spent  making  this  pic- 
ture which  he  and  his  associates 
"are  very  proud  of." 

The  New  York  advent  of  Warner, 
Cagney  and  O'Brien  received  excep- 
tional press  coverage  from  the  met- 
ropolitan dailies. 

Warner  will  remain  in  New  York 
until  Friday,  leaving  for  the  Coast 
on  that  day. 


Warner  Historical  Featurets 
May  be  Increased  for  1940-41 

Number  of  historical  featurets  on 
Warners'  1940-41  short  subjects  pro- 
gram will  probobly  be  increased,  it 
was  learned  yesterday.  Program 
will  be  set  in  mid-February  when 
Norman  H.  Moray,  Vitaphone  sales 
manager,  arrives  in  Hollywood  to 
confer  with  Jack  L.  Warner,  Hal  B. 
Wallis  and  Gordon  Hollingshead.  He 
will  be  on  the  Coast  about  two 
weeks. 


Silverstone,  Helprin 

Will  Represent  G.  Pascal 


Appointment  of  Emanuel  Silver- 
stone and  Morris  Helprin  to  repre 
sent  Gabriel  Pascal  in  the  same  ca 
pacifies  in  which  they  serve  Alex- 
ander Korda  was  announced  yester 
day  by  the  new  United  Artists  pro- 
ducer. Helprin  will  act  as  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  head,  while  Sil- 
verstone will  be  in  charge  of  pales 
operations. 
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1940  Edition  Now 
in  Preparation. 
Ready  next  month 
for  distribution  to 
all  Film  Daily  sub- 
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INDUSTRY  SUPPORTING 
LUNCHEON  FOR  WALKER 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

toastmasters,  and  John  Golden  is 
chairman  of  the  luncheon. 

Individuals  and  organizations  who 
have  already  reserved  entire  tables 
for  Friday's  luncheon,  as  reported 
by  Moss,  include:  Paramount,  20th 
Century-Fox,  Warner's,  Loew's-M- 
G-M.,  Alliance  Films,  RKO,  United 
Artists,  Universal,  National  Screen 
Service,  David  Weinstock,  Samuel 
Rinzler,  Jack  Mills,  Sam  Shain, 
Louis  Nizer,  Red  Kann,  Harry  Bux- 
baum,  Max  Rudnick,  Motion  Picture 
Associates  (Maurice  Sanders), 
Charles  O'Reilly,  William  Morris, 
Jr.,  Herman  Bernie,  Bertram  Lebhar, 
Harry  Mayer,  Donald  Flamm,  Sam 
Lyons,  Columbia  Artists  Bureau, 
John  Shubert,  B.  S.  Moss,  WHN- 
WMCA.,  Motion  Picture  Distributors 
and  Exhibitors  of  America,  Will 
Hays,  Marcus  Heiman,  Marvin 
Schenck,  and  Herbert  Rosenthal. 

The  luncheon,  a  tribute  to  Wal- 
ker's philanthropic  and  communal 
efforts,  will  culminate  the  Amuse- 
ment Division's  efforts  on  behalf  of 
the  1939  New  York  and  Brooklyn 
Federation  campaign,  seeking  funds 
to  maintain  the  work  of  116  hos- 
pitals, orphan  asylums,  homes  for 
the  aged,  family  service  agencies, 
neighborhood  centers  and  other  wel- 
fare institutions.  David  Bernstein 
and  Major  Albert  Warner.  Division 
co-chairmen,  report  the  drive  will 
close  Jan.  31. 

Among  others  who  will  attend  the 
luncheon  are:  Gertrude  Lawrence, 
Irving  Berlin,  Daniel  Frohman, 
Molly  Picon.  Sam  Forrest,  Max 
Gordon  and  Noble  Sissle. 


IVIEUJS  U  urn  flLfOS 


Warners  to  Release  Capra's 
"Life  and  Death  of  John  Doe" 


(Continued  from  Pane  1") 

Frank  Capra  Productions,  which  was 
recently  organized  by  Capra  and 
Robert  Riskin. 

This  is  a  one-picture  deal  with 
production  set  to  start  on  April  15. 
Contracts  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
attorneys  and  should  be  signed  this 
week.  

Show  "Abe  Lincoln"  in  RKO 
Exchanges,  Starting  Jan.  25 

Washinnton    Bit  eau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Commencing  Jan.  25 
RKO  Radio  exchange  centers  num- 
bering 38  throughout  the  country 
and  Canada  will  hold  screenings  of 
"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  for  mem- 
bers of  the  trade.  RKO  and  im- 
portant people  in  these  communities, 
will  attend  the  screenings, 
it  was  said  by  Andy  Smith,  Eastern 
and  Canadian  sales  manager. 

He  states  that  no  Canadian  open- 
ing has  been  arranged  as  yet  for  the 
feature.  Smith  asserts  that  the  film 
is  certain  to  clock  very  heavy  grosses 
in  the  U.  S.,  Csnada  and  England 
as  well  as  the  Pan-American  coun- 
tries because  of  its  theme  and  story 
dealing  with  a  great  champion  of 
democracy. 


"Heroes  of  the  Saddle" 

with    Robert    Livingston,    Raymond    Harron. 

Duncan  Renaldo 
Republic  56  Mins. 

LIVELY  WESTERN  WITH  POPULAR 
MESQUITEERS  WILL  ENTERTAIN  COW- 
BOY   FANS. 

The  popular  Three  Mesquiteers  get 
themselves  embroiled  in  plenty  trouble  in 
the  newest  of  their  series  for  Republic. 
Picture  has  plenty  of  action,  lively  pace  and 
a  pleasing  cast.  Robert  Livingston,  Duncan 
Renaldo  and  Raymond  Hatton  are  cast  in 
their  customary  roles,  and  Patsy  Lee  Par- 
sons, a  cute  child  actress,  Loretta  Weaver, 
Byron  Foulger  and  William  Royle  provide 
capable  support.  William  Witney  directed 
from  a  screenplay  by  Jack  Natteford.  A 
rodeo  accident  to  a  friend  leaves  the  mes- 
quiteers with  the  problem  of  taking  care 
of  his  small  daughter.  On  the  advice  of 
Loretta  Weaver,  a  friend,  they  leave  Patsy 
in  a  home  until  they  can  make  enough 
money  to  buy  a  ranch  for  her.  Returning 
to  the  home  they  discover  she  has  been 
hurt  and  peculiar  happenings  at  the  home 
arouse  their  suspicions.  Further  investi- 
gation proves  the  place  to  be  shady  in 
some  respects  and  they  make  a  wholesale 
kidnapping  of  all  the  children.  Outcome 
of  the  story  is  satisfying,  with  the  vil- 
lians  trapped  and  the  kids  happy  with 
Miss  Weaver  as  their  new  superintendent. 
Incidentally,  a  first  class  prize  fight  is 
staged   by   Livingston. 

CAST:  Robert  Livingston,  Raymond  Hat- 
ton,  Duncan  Renaldo,  Loretta  Weaver, 
Patsy  Lee  Parsons,  Byron  Foulger,  William 
Royle,  Vince  Barnett,  Jack  Roper,  Reed 
Howes,  Ethel  May  Halls,  Al  Taylor,  Patsy 
Carmichael. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry 
Grey;  Director,  William  Witney;  Original 
Screenplay,  Jack  Natteford;  Based  on  char- 
acters created  by  William  Colt  MacDonald; 
Cameraman,  William  Nobles;  Editor,  Les- 
ter  Oriebeck. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Sound  Recording  Award 

Committee  Starts  Work 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Academy's  Sound  Re- 
cording Award  Committee  starts 
viewing  films  nominated  for  the 
award  tonight  at  the  Filmarte  the- 
ater. Nominations  include  "Bala- 
laika," Metro;  "Daytime  Wife,"  20th- 
Fox;  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  Selz- 
nick;  "The  Great  Victor  Herbert," 
Paramount;  "The  Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame,"  RKO  Radio;  "Man 
of  Conquest,"  Republic;  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  Columbia; 
"Of  Mice  and  Men,"  Hal  Roach! 
"Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Es- 
sex," Warners;  "When  Tomorrow 
Comes,"  Universal. 


Reopen  House  for  GWTW 

Warners  will  reopen  the  Capitol 
theater.  New  Britain,  Conn.,  for 
GWTW. 


"Buried  Alive" 

with    Beverly   Roberts,   Robert  Wilcox, 

George   Pembroke 

Producers  Distributing  Corp.  74  Mins. 

WANDERING  PRISON  STORY  FAILS  TO 
CONVINCE;  BEST  SUITED  TO  SMALLER 
HOUSES. 

With  too  many  plots  involving  each  other, 
this  prison  yarn  gets  all  mixed  up  in  itself 
and  it  falls  short  of  being  convincing  drama. 
It  will  probably  be  okay  as  program  ma- 
terial in  the  small  nabe  houses.  Beverly 
Roberts,  nurse  in  the  prison,  Robert  Wilcox, 
a  trusty,  George  Pembroke,  the  executioner, 
Paul  McVey,  the  warden,  and  Ted  Osborn, 
the  chaplain,  have  the  principal  roles.  Vic- 
tor Halperin  directed.  Pembroke,  Osborn 
and  Alden  Chase,  the  prison  doctor,  are  in 
love  with  Miss  Roberts.  However,  she  is 
in  love  with  Wilcox.  Wilcox  takes  Pem- 
broke, Chase  and  Miss  Roberts  to  town 
after  an  execution  and  Pembroke  gets  in 
a  fight  with  a  reporter  when  he  gets  drunk. 
Wilcox  gets  involved  in  the  fight,  and  the 
reporter  frames  him  in  his  story  as  the 
paper  he  works  for  is  inimical  to  the  cur- 
rent governor.  Wilcox'  parole  is  ruined  by 
the  fight,  he  see  Beverly  kiss  the  chaplain 
and  gets  himself  relieved  as  a  trusty.  Wil- 
cox gets  mixed  up  in  the  murder  of  a  guard 
and  it  is  not  until  another  convict  straight- 
ens matters  out  with  a  confession  tiiat  Wil- 
cox gets  his  pardon. 

CAST:  Beverly  Roberts,  Robert  Wilcox, 
George  Pembroke,  Ted  Osborn,  Paul  McVey, 
Alden  Chase,  Don  Rowan,  Peter  Lynn,  Nor- 
man  Budd,  C.   Wilenchick,   Bob   McKenzie. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Producers  Distrib- 
uting Corp.;  Director,  Victor  Halperin; 
Screenplay,  George  Bricker;  Original  Story, 
William  A.  Ullman,  Jr.;  Cameramen,  Jack 
Greenhalgh;   Editor,   Holbrook   N.  Todd. 

DIRECTION,  O.K.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 

Darneille  Joining  Staff 

of  Gen'l  Film  Industries 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — George  J.  Darneille, 
vice-president  of  Cartoon  Films, 
Ltd.,  of  Beverly  Hills,  has  joined 
the  staff  of  General  Film  Industries, 
Inc.,  New  York  subsidiary  of  Gen- 
eral Film  Co.  of  Hollywood.  Dar- 
neille remains  an  officer  and  active 
partner  of  Cartoon  Films,  Ltd.,  and 
his  joining  with  General  Film  In- 
dustries organization  is  a  further 
development  of  the  co-ordination  of 
the  efforts  of  these  two  companies. 
Darneille  will  headquarter  in  New 
York. 

Cartoon  Films,  Ltd.  has  been  and 
is  currently  engaged  in  the  produc- 
tion of  animated  cartoon  playettes 
in  Technicolor  for  the  Shell  Oil,  W. 
K.  Kellogg  Co.,  Standard  Oil  of 
California,  Lever  Bros.,  Kraft  Phe- 
nix  Cheese  and  others.  It  is  also 
actively  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  a  series  of  theatrical  animated 
cartoons  to  be  released  the  early 
part  of  this  year. 

Bill  Onie  Drive  Set 

Cincinnati — Monogram's  Bill  Onie 
Testimonial  Drive,  in  honor  of  the 
manager  of  the  local  office,  is  set 
for  Mar.  1-Apr.  6. 


SEE  N.Y.  FILM  BIZ 
ESCAPING  NEW  TAXES 


I 


K 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

beginning  July  1,  though  present 
imposts  will  be  continued.  Since 
legislative  leaders  have  sat  /  r  on 
hearings  with  Governor  Herbal  H. 
Lehman,  it  is  assumed  the  $396,700,- 
000  budget  will  be  adopted  substan- 
tially as  submitted  unless  the  fight 
to  eliminate  the  cigarette  tax  is  suc- 
cessful. 

Heading  the  items  of  interest  to 
exhibs.  was  the  Governor's  estimate 
that  the  State  will  receive  $1,000,- 
000  in  taxes  before  June  30  from 
pari-mutuel  horse  race  betting  and 
$4,000,000  in  the  next  12  months. 
This  indicates  Governor  Lehman's 
belief  that  the  legislature  will  pass 
an  enabling  act  this  session  and 
speedily  in  order  to  cover  spring 
racing  dates. 

Imposts  on  corporations,  stock 
transfers,  corporate  franchise  and 
the  unincorporated  business  tax  are 
contained  as  in  the  past,  while  the 
Governor  estimates  state  censorship 
of  films  will  net  $300,000. 

Press  Preview  of  "Grapes" 
to  Also  Attract  Notables 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

novel  "The  Grapes  of  Wrath"  will  be 
held  tonight  at  the  Normandie  The- 
ater off  Park  Avenue  before  an  in- 
vited audience  that  additionally  will 
include  a  number  of  industry  execu- 
tives  and   notables. 

Among  the  latter  will  be:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sidney  R.  Kent,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt,  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
Gene  Markey  and  his  wife,  Hedy 
Lamarr,  Jane  Darwell,  Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Sidney  Lanfield,  Nunnally 
Johnson,  Pascal  Covici,  Harold  Gins- 
berg, of  Viking  Press,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Herman  Wobber,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Kupper,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
C.  Gehring,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gil- 
bert Miller. 

Also  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Paley, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  Berlin,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  P.  McEvoy,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ernst  Lubitsch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herb- 
ert Bayard  Swope,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Luce,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
Campbell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  L.  War- 
ner, Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Harriman, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Gordon,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Buddy  DeSylva,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.   C.  V.  Whitney. 

Tippett's  $600,000  Suit 

Against  "U"  is  Dropped 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Corp.,   Eastman  Kodak  Corp.,   Con- 
solidated Film  Industries,  Inc.,  Carl 
Laemmle,    Maurice    Sleckels,    J.    E. 
Brulatour,  Inc.  and  Jules  Brulatour  -  J 
was  discontinued  yesterday  in  N.  Y.  ' 
Supreme  Court. 

Plaintiff  had  claimed  a  conspiracy 
between  the  defendants  which  al-  ||. 
legedly  resulted  in  the  breach  of  a 
five-year  contract  under  which  Uni- 
versal purchased  raw  stock  from  the 
plaintiff.  Reason  for  the  discontinu- 
ance was  not  disclosed. 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Co/.  Would  Block  Execs/  Oral  Exam,  in  Equity  Suit 

ITALY  PAVES  WAY  FORJETURN  OF  U.  SJISTRIBS. 

Metro  Plans  52  Pix  for  1940-41,  Says  Louis  B.  Mayer 


Curtailed     European     Market 

Due  to  War  Won't 

Affect  Schedule 

Although  the  war  in  Europe  has 
•esulted  in  a  great  deal  of  lost  ter- 
itory  to  American  film  companies, 
<M-G-M  does 
lot  intend  to 
iare  its  pro- 
Auction 
schedule  for 
jiext  season, 
iccording-  to 
Louis  B. 
Mayer,  vice- 
oresident  in 
;  h  a  r  g  e  of 
prod  uction, 
\w  h  o  arrived 
lere  yester- 
,1  a  y  with 
Mrs.  Mayer 
:rom  the 
.Uoast. 
i    Mayer  said  present  plans  call  for 

(Continued  oil  Page  3) 

LARGERllETELE 
DEVELOPED  BY  RCA 


LOUIS   B.   MAYER 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
i  Washington — A  television  projec- 
|;or-receiver  which  will  throw  a  pic- 
:ure  4%  by  6%  feet  for  home  use 
is  being  developed  by  RCA,  accord- 
ed Continued  on  Page  10) 

Report  $312,000  in  GWTW 
Advance  Sales  in  10  Cities 


1  More  than  $312,000  in  advance 
;icket  sales  on  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  in  10  cities  was  reported  yes- 
-erday  by   M-G-M.      In   most  cases 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Harry  Sherman  to  Produce 
High-Budgeted  Para.  Pic 

In  addition  to  his  Hopalong  Cas- 
>idy  pictures,  Harry  Sherman  will 
hake  one  high-budgeted  picture  for 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


"Grapes  of  Wrath"  Joins  Pix  Milestones; 

Seen  Pointed  Towards  Top  B.  O.  Grosses 

In  a  film  year  already  made  notable  by  an  array  of  distinguished  pictures,  there 
now  comes  "Crapes  of  Wrath,"  previewed  for  the  press  and  invited  audience  of  industry 
"names"  at  the  Normandy  last  night,  to  take  its  proper  place  with  those  productions 
critically  chronicled  as  industry  milestones.  Discriminating  audiences  will  find  this 
tellingly  picturized  adaptation  of  John  Steinbeck's  dramatic  and  poignant  best  seller 
dynamic,  and  showmen,  no  less  so,  warranting  the  forecast  that  it  is  definitely  pointed 
towards  top  grosses.     For  full   review,  turn  to   Page  4.  — BAHN. 


Sam  Dembow,  Jr.,  to  be  Named  Para/s 
Vice-Prexy  in  Charge  of  Theaters 


Post  of  vice-president  in  charge 
of  Paramount's  theater  operations 
goes  to  Sam  Dembow,  Jr.  While 
Paramount's  announcement  yester- 
day stated  that  Dembow  would  join 
the  theater  department  staff  on  Jan. 
29,  it  was  reported  reliably  that  he 
would  fill  the  office  left  vacant  by 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  who  is  now  a 
top  studio  executive. 

The    announcement    declared   that 


duties  relating  to  film  buying  and 
theater  operations  now  handled  by 
Leon  D.  Netter  would  be  divided 
between  Dembow  and  Netter.  Cor- 
porate and  general  problems  of  the- 
ater policy,  as  well  as  theater  real 
estate,  will  continue  in  the  charge 
of  Leonard  Goldenson.  M.  F.  Gow- 
thorpe  will  continue  as  director  of 
financial  problems  relating  to  the- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Distinguished  Audience 
for  Preview  of  WB  "69th1 


Preview  of  Warners'  "The  Fight- 
ing 69th"  at  the  regiment's  reunion 
dinner  tonight  at  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria will  attract  an  assembly  of 
more  than  1,200,  including  industry 
execs.,  players,   state   officials,   civic 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


IA  Expected  to  Take  Negative 
Stand  on  Returning  Increases 

Negative  stand  on  any  rescinding 
of  wage  increases  when  the  pro- 
ducers meet  with  the  IATSE  on  Feb. 
15  to  reopen  negotiations  is  ex- 
pected to  result  from  huddles  of  the 
IA  executive  council  which  get  un- 

(Covtinued  on  Page  8) 


Columbia  Seeks  to  Prevent  Oral  Exam. 


JTh 


ree  execs,  in 


Government's  Suit 


"Young  Tom  Edison"  Will 
Open  in  Port  Huron  Feb.  11 

"Young  Tom  Edison"  will  have  its 
world  premiere  in  Port  Huron, 
Mich.,  on  Feb.  11,  M-G-M  announced 
yesterday.  Mickey  Rooney,  who  por- 
trays the  part  of  young  Edison,  will 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Columbia  Pictures  served  notice 
yesterday  on  the  Department  of 
Justice  that  it  will  ask  Federal  Judge 
William  Bondy  on  Jan.  30  to  vacate 
and  set  aside  the  Government's  no- 
tice of  oral  examination  of  Harry 
Cohn,  Jack  Cohn  and  A.  Montague. 
The  notice  of  motion  asks  for  va- 
cation of  the  examination  on  four 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Supplants  ENIC;   Film  Trade 

Renewal  Said   Favored 

by  Major  Cos. 

Rome  (By  Cable)  —  Possibilities 
that  film  commerce  between  the  U. 
S.  and  Italy  may  be  renewed  have 
increased  enormously  here  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  Government's  inaugural 
of  a  new  official  organization  to  sup- 
plant ENIC  (Ente  Nazionale  Italiano 
Cinematografico) . 

The  latter  body,  which  sprang  into 
being  as  the  result  of  the  Decree  of 
Sept.  4,  1938,  was  invested  with  the 
power  to  carry  out  purchase,  impor- 
tation, and  distribution  in  Italy,  and 
its  monopolistic  character  coupled 
with  enforced  exchange  restrictions 
precluded  the  practical  and  profitable 
pursuit  of  trade  by  U.  S.  distributors 
and  their  representatives,  according 
to  the  latters'  viewpoint.  Accord- 
ingly at  the  end  of  1938,  the  Amer- 
ican majors  ceased  doing  business 
there,  and  contended  that  they  had 
been  "ejected"  from  the  Italian  mar- 

( Continued  on  Page  3) 


FARGO  TRUST  ACTION 
CHARGES  TRICK  LEASE 


Fargo,  N.  D—  Charges  that  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  and  the 
Amei'ican  Amusement  Co.,  which  op- 
erate three  theaters  here,  arranged 
a    "trick   lease"    whereby   entrances 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Bingo  Legalization  Bill 

Calls  for  License,  Tax 

Albany  —  Differing  widely  from 
the  Goldstein  measure,  Assembly- 
man Max  Turshen's  Bingo  legaliza- 
tion hoppered  yesterday,  would  put 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Court  Dismisses  Sherwood 
Action  Against  20th-Fox 

Suit  of  Robert  E.  Sherwood  and 
the  Playwrights  Producing  Co.,  Inc., 
against    20th-Fox    Film    Corp.    was 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK  returns  to  the  Coast 
late   tonight  or  tomorrow. 

SPYROS  SKOURAS,  CHARLES  SKOURAS,  ED- 
WARD ZABEL,  WILLIAM  POWERS  and  JOHN 
HEALY  leave  for  the  Coast  tonight  on  the  Cen- 
tury. 

JOSEPH  HUMMEL,  Warner  foreign  executive, 
leaves  Peru  today  for  Panama,  with  several 
Caribbean  stops  scheduled  before  he  returns  to 
New  York. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN,  Paramount  studio  ex- 
ecutive,   is    here   from    the   Coast. 

CRESSON  E.  SMITH,  Western  and  Southern 
sales  manager  for  RKO,  returned  to  the  home 
office  yesterday  from  a  visit  to  company  ex- 
changes  which   took   him    to   the   Coast. 

JACK  BERKSON,  of  Screencraft  Pictures,  Inc., 
has  left  for  a  sales  trip  through  upstate  New 
York  and  the  Midwest. 

GRETA  GARBO  is  here  from  the  Coast. 

FRANK  FREEMAN,  JR.,  left  last  night  for 
Atlanta. 

E.  V.  RICHARDS,  Paramount  Theater  partner 
in  New  Orleans,  is  here  on  a  business  trip. 

LEE  GOLDBERG,  Cincinnati  indie  distrib.,  is 
here  for  a  few  days. 

HARRY  BRAND  returns  to  the  Coast  this 
week. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINER,  president  of  Republic, 
is  en  route  to  Buffalo,  Detroit,  Montreal  and 
Toronto. 

AL  MARGOLIES  has  returned  from  Hollywood. 


FRANKIE  DARRO  gets  here  today  from  the 
Midwest  where  he  has  been  making  p.a.'s. 

INGRID   BERCMAN   has   left  for   the  Coast. 

HERB  MaclNTYRE,  head  of  the  RKO  Depinet 
drive  forces,  gets  into  Atlanta  today  for  an  ex- 
change huddle.  ROBERT  MOCHRIE,  Southern 
district  manager,  and  HARRY  GITTLESON,  edi- 
tor of  the  RKO  house  organ,  accompany  him. 

RICHARD  DE  ROCHEMONT,  managing  director 
of  The  March  of  Time  Ltd.,  arrives  here  today 
on   the   Manhattan. 

WAYNE  MORRIS,  JEFFREY  LYNN,  SIDNEY 
SKOLSKY,  New  York  Post;  PAUL  HARRISON, 
NEA  EDWIN  SCHALLERT,  Los  Angeles  Times; 
JIMMY  STARR,  Los  Angeles  Herald-Express; 
HARRY  CROCKER,  King  Features  Syndicate; 
RALPH  JORDAN,  International  News;  HARRY 
MINES,  Los  Angeles  Daily  News;  HY  GARDNER; 
HARRY  FRIEDMAN;  INEZ  ROBB;  WHITNEY 
BOLTON,  Morning  Telegraph;  ERSKINE  JOHN- 
SON; ARTHUR  UNGAR,  Variety;  and  HERBERT 
STEIN  arrived  here  yesterday  via  United  for  the 
reunion  dinner  of  the  69th  Regiment,  and  the 
screening  of  Warners'  "The  Fighting  69th"  at 
the  Waldorf   tonight. 

W.  F.  RODGERS  returns  tomorrow  from  Miami. 

MRS.  LYNN  FARNOL  leaves  for  California  to- 
day by  train. 

WALTER  J.  BROTHERTON,  an  officer  of  the 
National  City  Bank,  Times  Square  branch,  leaves 
New  York  tomorrow  to  spend  several  weeks  in 
Hollywood  on  business  for  the  bank.    

DR.  and  MRS.  J.  B.  FISHMAN  of  thTTrs?- 
man  Theater  Circuit  with  their  family  will 
vacation    in    Miami    Beach. 
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N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid     Asked 

Pathe     Film    7     pfd 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.    1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


SLRB  Decision  Strengthens 
306  at  Expense  of  Empire 

In  a  decision  that  immeasurably 
strengthens  the  position  of  Local 
306,  projectionists'  union,  the  State 
Labor  Relations  Board  has  upheld 
the  Local  in  a  dispute  arising  from 
the  discharge  of  Empire  men  from 
an  ITOA  theater  when  that  group 
signed  a  contract  with  the  Local. 
The  decision,  which  was  handed 
down  at  the  week-end,  also  sets  an 
important  precedent  that  may  be  a 
lethal  blow  to  the  Empire  union. 

Subsequent  to  the  signing  of  the 
pact  between  the  ITOA  and  the  Lo- 
cal, the  operators  at  the  Arion  The- 
ater, Middle  Village,  L.  I.,  were  dis- 
charged and  306  men  replaced  them. 
The  operators,  who  were  Empire 
members,  appealed  to  the  SLRB  on 
the  grounds  that  they  were  dis- 
charged for  belonging  to  a  union.  It 
is  reported  that  Empire  men  may 
be  replaced  in  other  ITOA  houses 
where  they  are  still  employed  now 
that  the  validity  of  the  discharge 
action  has  been  upheld. 


UMPTO  May  Kick  Against 
Sales  Policy  for  GWTW 

Philadelphia  —  Metro  may  get  a 
protest  from  the  UMPTO  on  the 
sales  policy  set  for  GWTW,  it  was 
reported   here   yesterday. 

Matter  was  discussed  at  the  ex- 
hib.  organization's  meeting  last 
week.  If  the  protest  materializes, 
it  will  be  on  the  angle  that  the  policy 
constitutes  a  "dangerous  precedent." 


Motion  Picture  Bookers 

Name  Harold  Kline  Prexy 

Harold  Kline  was  elected  president 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Bookers  Club 
of  New  York  at  a  meeting  of  that 
organization  held  on  Monday  night, 
it  was  announced  yesterday  in  the 
wake  of  ballot  compilation. 

Other  officers  named  are  Alec 
Arnswalter,  vice-president;  Ed  Susse, 
financial  secretary;  Ben  Levine, 
treasurer;  Dora  Fried,  recording 
secretary;  and  Herb  Richek,  ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

Bernie  Brooks  and  Dan  Ponpicelle 
were  chosen  as  trustees,  and  Eddie 
Rickter,  Harry  Margolies,  Max  Fried 
and  Henry  Suchman  designated  as 
members  of  the  directorate. 

An  installation  dinner  is  scheduled 
for  Feb.  5. 


Skouras  and  NT  Execs. 

Off  Tonight  for  Coast 

Spyros  Skouras.  Charles  Skouras, 
William  Powers,  Edward  Zabel  and 
John  Healy  leave  New  York  tonight 
on  the  Century  for  the  huddle  of  Na- 
tional Theaters  execs,  and  manag- 
ers starting  in  Los  Angeles  Mon- 
day. Harry  Cox  goes  to  the  Coast 
from   Florida  for  the  confabs. 

Court  Quashes  Foto  Nite 

Indictment  in  Toronto 

Toronto  —  Judge  McDonell  has 
quashed  the  indictment  against  sev- 
eral theater  operators  charged  with 
conducting  a  lottery  in  Photo  Nite 
cash  giveaway   contest. 

It  is  predicted  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  follow  up  from  a  new 
angle. 


ITPA  of  Wisconsin  Holds 
Series  of  Regional  Meets 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — In  anticipation 
of  any  possible  special  session  of  the 
state  legislature,  the  ITPA  of  Wis- 
consin has  been  holding  regional 
meetings  in  the  state  to  strengthen 
its  organization.  To  date,  regional 
meetings  have  been  held  in/""arsh 
field,  Ripon  and  Madison  •vIlV  .  an- 
other scheduled  soon  for  Menominee 
Zone  captains  in  the  districts  where 
meetings  have  already  been  held  in- 
clude J.  P.  Adler,  Ben  Marcus  and 
Henry  Ringling.  Chairman  of  the 
organization's  membership  commit- 
tee is  Bert  Nathan,  Milwaukee. 

Marble  Games  Virtually 

Outlawed  in  New  York 

Albany — New  York  Court  of  Ap- 
peals in  affirming  without  opinion 
the  judgment  of  conviction  of  Hy- 
man  Swartz  of  Rochester  for  oper- 
ating a  slot  machine,  virtually  out 
laws  as  "slot  machines"  all  so-called 
marble  "games  of  skill."  Decision 
is  of  direct  interest  to  exhibitors. 

The  machine  operated,  known  as 
"fifth     innning,"     manufactured     in 
Chicago,  paid  off  no  money  but  gave 
free  games  for  high  scores  and  re 
quired  insertion  of  coin  to  operate. 

J.  J.  Grady  In  Crash 

Cincinnati — J.  J.  Grady,  20th-Fox 
manager,  was  badly  bruised  and  his 
car  wrecked  when  he  crashed  into 
a  loading  platform,  while  swerving 
to   avoid  another  car. 
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Railway  Express" 


News  reels,  specials,  shorts,  features, 
equipment,  lobby  displays,  posters,  ex- 
ploitation material — anything,  everything 
—  delivered  directly  at  top-speed  to  thea- 
ters, at  low  economical  Railway  Express 
rates.  No  extra  charge  for  pick-up  and 
delivery  in  all  cities  and  principal  towns. 
$50  insutance  and  double  receipts  all 
without  additional  cost.  Fast  through 
service.  Prompt  deliveries.  Nation-wide 
coverage.  23,000  offices.  Use  this  com- 
plete, high-speed  service  for  everything 
you  need.  To  get  it,  just  phone  your  Rail- 
way Express  agent— a  good  man  to  know. 
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AIR    EXPRESS! 

—  For  super-speed  use  AIR-EXPRESS 
2500  Miles  Overnight 


Rai  lwayAexpre  s  s 


NATION-WIDE  RAIL-AIR  SERVICE 
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tfETRO  PLANS  52  PIX 
FOR  1940-41-MAYER 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

,.2  pictures  for  the  1940-41  season. 
]  lie  added  that  the  company's  sched- 
ule   was    such    that    releases    have 
•een^-ijfc  up   to    September   of  this 
ear.v  ™ 

.  Asked  if  M-G-M  would  make  any 
pictures  in  the  East  in  line  with 
Mayor  LaGuardia's  campaign  for 
j>Jew  York  production,  Mayer  said 
ihat  question  could  be  answered  only 
)y  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president, 
>ut  that  he  believed  pictures  could 
>e  made  anywhere. 

"Our  best   picture   last  year   was 
nade  in  England,"  Mayer  said,  re- 
ferring   to    "Goodbye,    Mr.    Chips," 
Vhich  won  the  Film  Daily  critics' 
Soil.     "I  believe,"  he  continued,  "we 
':an  make  good  pictures  in  one  place 
ts  well  as  another." 
The   plan   to   release   "Northwest 
*Dassage"    in    two    parts    has    been 
liscarded,  Mayer  said.     M-G-M  will 
,  release   the   picture   in   one   version 
*'md  if  successful,  a  follow-up  pro- 
duction will  be  made. 
,   Mayer    will    be    here    about    two 
,veeks  and  will  then  go  to  Miami. 

Mayer  was  accompanied  by  How- 
ird  Strickling,  studio  publicity  chief. 

para,  to  Name  Sam  Dembow 
v.-p.  in  Charge  of  Theaters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

iters  and  certain  phases  of  real  es- 
;ate  and  corporate  matters. 

Dembow  recently  resigned  as  a 
^anchon  &  Marco  executive.  His 
.heater  operating  experience  cov- 
ers a  period  of  20  years. 

GWTW  Caravan  In  Chicago 

M-G-M's  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
ashion  caravan,  will  be  in  Chicago 
'.oday.  Tomorrow  it  will  visit  Mil- 
vaukee,  and  will  go  on  to  Des 
Moines,  Jan.  26;  Omaha,  27;  Min- 
neapolis, 29;  St.  Paul,  30;  Canton, 
'"'eb.  1,  Columbus,  2;  Dayton,  3. 

Buxbaum  Presented  Ring 

t  Harry  H.  Buxbaum,  20th-Fox  ex- 
change head,  is  sporting  a  new  dia- 
mond ring.  Jewelry  was  presented 
iim  by  a  group  of  friends  at  a 
)irthday  luncheon  last  week  at  the 
'-lotel  Pierre. 


■est  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to   the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  24 
Jack    Hoxie 

Paul  Fejos 

A.   Zuelch 
Jack  Lustberg 


•      •      •     SOME   wise    and   introspective    man    once    declared 

that  the  only  transaction  which  can  be  called  satisfactory is  one 

in   which   ALL   involved derive   a   benefit Truly,   that   is   the 

very  cornerstone  of  all  good  business  relationships We  are  force- 
fully reminded  of  this  as  we  scan  a  copy  of  The  Daily  (White  Plains. 

N.  Y.)  Reporter here  on  the  desk-top for  on  the  front  page 

of  that  newspaper's  edition  of  Thursday,  last,  is  a  prominent  editorial 

which  carries  over  to  the  editorial  page  itself and  occupies 

the  equivalent  of  two  full  columns  there The  crux  of  the  text  is  that 

the  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  1939  poll conducted  by  The  Daily  Reporter 

in  co-operation  with  THE  FILM  DAILY brought  home  vividly  to  the 

editorial  and  business  departments  of  the  White  Plains  daily the 

unique  value  of  the  Ten  Best  poll in  the  creation  of  reader  inter- 
est   and  consequently  the  creation   of  added  effectiveness  for  the 

advertisers    whose    business    announcements    appear in    company 

with  the  Ten  Best  poll  news 


•      •      •     SAYS  the  editorial: "The  Daily  Reporter's  film 

contest,  its  second  annual,  demonstrated  several  things in 

which,  particularly,  every  man  in  business  no  matter  what  he  may 
seek  to  offer  to  the  public,  in  merchandise  or  in  service,  should  be 

interested When  as  many  as  550  people,  mostly  of  this  city, 

take  the  time  to  look  back  over  the  year,  ponder  over  the  motion 

pictures  they  have  seen set  down  their  selections  as  to  the 

ten  best,  and  then  send  them  on  to  their  newspaper it  is  proof 

positive  of  reader  interest And  reader  interest  is  the  chief 

reason  for  any  advertising  medium's  bringing  results to  those 

who  use  it  to  spread  the  word  of  their  business  among  the  people." 


•  •  •  NOW  obviously  The  Daily  Reporter's  recent  second  annual 
Ten  Best  co-op  poll  was  adjudged  by  the  newspaper  to  have  been  a 

decided  success and  a  definite  asset otherwise   the  editorial 

would  certainly  not  have  come  into  being Further,  if  the  contest 

hadn't  been  such  a  big  success  for  the  newspaper the   editorial 

would   never  have  been   so  prominently   splashed   on   Page   One   and 

Page  8 Additionally,  had  the  first  annual  contest  (in  1938)  not  been 

a  success there  would  have  been  no  second  annual  contest 

What  The  Daily  Reporter  has   twice  discovered  is  just  this — its 

co-op  Ten  Best  poll  has  just  what  it  takes  to  flag  readers  and  benefit 
advertisers 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  two  consecutive  years  of  The  Daily  Reporter's 
discovery is  not  in  the  least  unusual It  has  been  the  ex- 
perience of  scores  of  newspapers  in  every  section  of  the  V.  S 

Most  eloquent  proof  of  this  is  furnished  via  the  fact  that  in  1938 

more  than  40  American  newspapers  conducted  co-op  Ten 

Best  polls  with  THE  FILM  DAILY In  1939  the  figure  jumped 

to  approximately  60/ and  you  can  wager  all  the  dough  in  dol- 
lars  and  not  in  just  doughnuts that  1940  will  see  another 

large  coterie  of  progressive  newspapers  devoting  their  colyums 
to  co-op  polls 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THESE  polls  cleave  exactly  to  the  definition  of  "satisfactory 

transaction" because  ALL  involved  derive  a  benefit — the  pix 

industry,  the  newspapers,  the  readers  and  the  advertisers 


ITALY  WANTS  U.  S. 
DISTRIBS.  TO  RETURN 


«    «    « 


»     »     V 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ket    as    a    consequence    of    ENIC's 
establishment. 

By  mutual  consent,  the  American 
majors  have  remained  aloof  as  a 
group  from  film  commerce  with 
Italy.  On  several  occasions  during 
1939  there  have  been  rumors  that  a 
rapprochement  was  in  discussion 
stages,  but  nothing  of  a  concrete 
nature  materialized.  However,  it 
is  thought  here,  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment's establishment  of  the  new 
successor  body  to  ENIC  is  a  long 
step  toward  trade  renewal  and  one 
which  is  virtually  certain  to  gain 
weighty  consideration  in  U.  S.  mo- 
tion picture  circles. 

Channels  conversant  with  rela- 
tions between  the  U.  S.  and  Italy 
told  The  Film  Daily  last  night  that 
consideration  is  now  actually  being 
given  to  the  reconciliation  of  the  two 
countries  in  the  matter  of  film  trade 
renewal,  and  that  virtually  every 
major  distributing  company  here  is 
in  favor  of  such  a  step,  "although 
the    attitude    is    not    unanimous." 

One  company,  it  is  hinted,  has 
demonstrated  "reluctance"  with  re- 
spect to  returning  to  the  Italian  mar- 
ket, but  this  lack  of  concert  may 
be  ironed  out. 


Paramount  to  Picturize 

Thelma   Strabel's  Story 

"Reap  the  Wild  Wind,"  by  Thelma 
Strabel,  which  the  Satevepost  will 
serialize,  will  be  filmed  by  Para- 
mount, deal  for  the  rights  being  an- 
nounced as  closed  yesterday  by 
Russel  Holman.  Story,  to  be  brought 
out  in  book  form  later,  is  an  ad- 
venture romance  in  the  days  of 
Florida  Keys  piracy. 

Purchase  of  story  properties  by 
other  companies  was  also  disclosed 
yesterday.  Metro  has  acquired 
"Never  Say  Love,"  unpublished 
story  by  Adele  Comandini  and  Stan- 
ley Rauh,  while  RKO  has  bought 
"Inside  Track,"  by  Howard  Nos- 
trand,  recently  appearing  in  the 
Elks  Magazine. 

Warners  yesterday  was  reported 
about  to  close  for  Dr.  A.  J.  Cronin's 
play,  "Jupiter  Laughs,"  for  $60,000, 
with  filming  deferred  until  after 
Broadway   production. 

Money  Game  In  Windsor 

Windsor,  Conn. — The  Lockwood- 
Gordon  Windsor  Theater  will  start 
Keeno  Quiz,  money  game,  Monday. 


Short  Short  Story 

Manchester,    N.    H. — This    short    short 
story  was  told  in  a   double  feature  bill- 
ing at   the   Globe  Theater   here: 
"Five    Came    Back" 
"No  Place  to  Co." 
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"The  Grapes  Of 
Wrath" 

with     Henry     Fonda,     Jane     Darwell,     John 
Carradine,     Charley     Grapewin,     Dorris 
Bowdon 
20th-Fox  129  Mins. 

DYNAMIC  ENTERTAINMENT  POINT- 
ED TOWARDS  TOP  GROSSES  TAKES  ITS 
PLACE  WITH  INDUSTRY'S  MILESTONES. 
In  a  film  year  already  made  notable  by 
an  array  of  distinguished  pictures,  there  now 
comes  "Grapes  of  Wrath"  to  take  its  proper 
place  with  those  unusual  productions  cri- 
tically chronicled  as  industry  milestones, 
and  pointed  towards  top  grosses. 
Discriminating  audiences  will  find  this  tell- 
ingly picturized  adaptation  of  John  Stein- 
beck's dramatic  and  poignant  best  seller 
dynamic,  and  showmen  no  less  so.  Gen- 
erally accepted  because  of  its  theme  and 
treatment  as  a  challenge  to  Hollywood,  it 
may  be  said  that  the  challenge  has  been 
ably  met  by  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  those 
associated  with  him  in  translating  Steinbeck's 
saga  of  the  tragic  Okies  into  cinema. 
Nunnally  Johnson,  who  wrote  the  screen 
play  and  then  served  as  associate  producer, 
has  done  an  honest  job;  the  screen  play 
follows  the  novel  closely  and  the  129 
minutes  of  screen  time  are  richly  endowed 
with  warmth  and  sympathy  by  Director 
John  Ford.  If  there  are  any  punches 
pulled,  they  do  not  come  readily  to  mind. 
The  dispossessing  of  the  Okies  from  the 
farm  land  they  have  tilled  for  generations, 
the  return  of  Tom  Joad  from  prison,  the 
long  trek  to  California  in  search  of  work, 
the  Joads'  joy  at  their  first  glimpse  of 
California's  fruitful  acres,  the  deaths  of 
Granma  and  Grampa  Joad,  the  slaying  of 
Preacher  Casy  by  the  deputy  and  Tom 
Joad's  killing  of  the  deputy,  and  the  final 
parting  of  Ma  Joad  and  Tom — these  are 
among  the  highlights  of  Steinbeck's  novel 
(the  order  is  not  necessarily  chronological) 
which  have  been  grippingly  and  effectively 
enacted.  The  emotional  impact  is  tre- 
mendous and  in  this  respect  the  picture 
seems  to  eclipse  the  book  itself.  Vividly  as 
Steinbeck  may  have  written,  the  camera 
again  proves  it  is  more  potent  as  a  dramatic 
medium.  Casting  is  as  close  to  perfection 
as  you'll  find  in  a  month  of  Sundays.  Or 
even  a  couple  of  months.  And  from  such 
perfection  in  casting  comes  a  procession  of 
performances  of  Oscar  stature.  Henry 
Fonda's  Tom,  Jane  Darwell's  Ma,  John  Car- 
radine's  Casy,  the  preacher;  Charlie  Grape- 
win's  Grampa,  Dorris  Bowdon's  Rosasharn, 
Russell  Simpson's  Pa,  0.  Z.  Whitehead's  Al, 
John  Qualen's  Muley,  Eddie  Quilan's  Con- 
nie and  Zeffie  Tilbury's  Granma  etch  char- 
acters that  are  unforgettable,  and  the  others 
contribute  generously  to  a  magnificent 
histrionic  whole.  Gregg  Toland's  photogra- 
phy is  fine,  Alfred  Newman's  musical  set- 
ting exactly  what  it  should  be. 

CAST:  Henry  Fonda,  Jane  Darwell,  John 
Carradine,  Charley  Grapewin,  Dorris  Bow- 
don, Russell  Simpson,  0.  Z.  Whitehead, 
John  Qualen,  Eddie  Quillan,  Zeffie  Tilbury, 
Frank  Sully,  Frank  Darien,  Darryl  Hick- 
man, Shirley  Mills,  Roger  Imhof,  Grant 
Mithell,  Charles  D.  Brown,  John  Arledge, 
Ward  Bond,  Harry  Tyler,  William  Pawley, 
Arthur  Aylesworth,  Charles  Tannen,  Selmar 
Jackson,  Charles  Middleton,  Eddie  Waller, 
Paul  Guilfoyle,  David  Hughes,  Cliff  Clark, 
Joseph   Sawyer,   Frank   Faylen,  Adrian   Mor- 


"The  Lion  Has  Wings" 

with    Merle    Oberon,    Ralph    Richardson, 
June  Duprez 

United  Artists  76  Mins. 

INTERESTING  AND  EXCITING  STORY 
OF  ENGLAND'S  AIR  FORCE  DRAMATIC- 
ALLY  PRESENTED. 

Splendid  staging,  capable  acting  and  dra- 
matic presentation  make  this  film  interest- 
ing as  entertainment  above  its  propagan- 
dist^ aspects.  Alexander  Korda  has  done 
a  highly  successful  job.  Merle  Oberon, 
Ralph  Richardson,  Flora  Robson,  June  Du- 
prez and  other  members  of  the  cast  are 
excellent.  Story  opens  with  Britain  at 
peace,  but  it  rapidly  gains  crescendo  as 
events  march  forward  at  breakneck  speed 
until  the  day  Britain  goes  to  war.  A 
breathlessly  exciting  air  raid  is  staged 
against  the  German  fleet.  Then  an  equally 
dramatic  sequence  deals  with  English 
fighters  and  the  air  defense  as  a  whole 
driving  off  a  night  raiding  bombing  squad- 
ron. Picture  closes  on  a  typically  Eng- 
lish note  with  Richardson  quietly  falling 
asleep  as  his  wife,  Merle,  tells  him  of  the 
part  they  all  must  play,  but  a  price  they 
are  all  glad  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of 
living  in  freedom  and  security.  News- 
reel  shots  have  been  cut  into  the  film  and 
narration  by  Lowell  Thomas  bridges  some 
of  the  gaps  between  actual  scenes  and  in- 
jected ones.  Picture  can't  fail  to  hold  an 
audience   throughout  its   showing. 

CAST:  Merle  Oberon,  Ralph  Richardson, 
June  Duprez,  Flora  Robson,  Robert  Doug- 
las,   Derrick    De    Marney,    Anthony    Bushel). 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Alexander  Korda; 
Directors,  Michael  Powell,  Brian  D.  Hurst 
and  Adrian  Brunei;  Narrator,  Lowell 
Thomas. 

DIRECTION,  Dramatic.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Fred  Schwartz  as  Host 

Fred  Schwartz  will  play  host  this 
week  to  a  number  of  film  folks  at 
his  Lake  Placid  retreat,  "Timber- 
doodle."  Joe  Springer,  and  Moe 
Eisenberg  leave  with  Schwartz  to- 
day and  they  will  be  joined  later  by 
Jake  Milstein,  Arthmr,  Manny  and 
Charles  Silverstone,  Harry  Cosener, 
Monroe  Greenthal  and  Arthur  Ba- 
ker. 


Double  Celebration 

Wilmington,  Del. — Friday,  open- 
ing day  of  GWTW  at  Loew's  The- 
ater here,  is  also  the  20th  wedding 
anniversary  of  Loew's  manager  and 
Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Doob. 


ris,  Hollis  Jewell,  Robert  Homans,  Irving 
Bacon,   Kitty   McHugh. 

CREDITS:  In  Charge  of  Production,  Dar- 
ryl F.  Zanuck;  Associate  Producer,  Nun- 
nally Johnson;  Director,  John  Ford;  Screen- 
play, Nunnally  Johnson;  Based  on  a  novel 
by  John  Steinbeck;  Cameraman,  Gregg  To- 
land;   Editor,   Robert  Simpson. 

DIRECTION,  Brilliant.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Fine. 


"The  Llano  Kid" 

with    Tito    Guizar,    Alan     Mowbray,    Gale 

Sondergaard,    June    Clayton 
Paramount  70  Mins. 

FAVORITE  0.  HENRY  STORY  AS  VEH- 
ICLE FOR  TITO  GUIZAR  IS  ENTERTAIN- 
ING FILM. 

The  widely  known  0.  Henry  story,  "A 
Double-Dyed  Deceiver,"  has  been  brought 
to  the  screen  as  a  pleasing  film,  with  Tito 
Guizar  in  the  starring  role.  Guizar,  bet- 
ter known  for  his  singing  talents,  handles 
a  gun  effectively  as  well  as  a  guitar  in 
this  western.  In  addition  to  Guizar,  Alan 
Mowbray,  Gale  Sondergaard,  June  Clay- 
ton and  Miner  Watson  are  in  the  well- 
balanced  cast.  The  story  has  been  kept 
in  its  period  with  all  the  picturesque  back- 
ground of  the  old  Southwest.  Guizar  is  a 
notorious  bandit,  the  terror  of  the  stage 
coaches.  He  falls  in  with  a  scheming  cou- 
ple who  are  attempting  to  rob  a  woman, 
but  when  Guizar  falls  in  love  with  the 
woman's  ward  he  exposes  the  scheme,  saves 
the  woman's  property,  squares  himself  with 
the  sheriff  and  gets  himself  in  good  stand- 
ing all  around.  Plenty  of  action  leads  up 
to  an  exciting  climax. 

CAST:  Tito  Guizar,  Alan  Mowbray,  Gale 
Sondergaard,  Jane  Clayton,  Emma  Dunn, 
Miner  Watson,  Harry  Worth,  Anna  Deme- 
trio,  Chris  Martin,  Carlos  De  Valdez, 
G.enn  Strange,  Tony  Roux. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  Di- 
rector, Edward  D.  Venturini;  Screenplay, 
Wanda  Tuchock;  Based  on  an  0.  Henry 
story;    Cameraman,    Russell    Harlan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

"Chip  Of  The 
Flying  U" 

with    Johnny    Mack    Brown,    Bob    Baker, 

Fuzzy    Knight 
Universal  55  Mins. 

FAST-MOVING  WESTERN  HAS  PLENTY 
OF    BULLETS,    BATTLES  AND    BANDITS. 

Cowboy  fans  should  be  well  pleased 
with  this  new  Universal  western.  Cast 
includes  three  favorites,  Johnny  Mack 
Brown,  Bob  Baker  and  Fuzzy  Knight,  with 
Doris  Weston  attractive  as  the  femme 
interest,  and  Karl  Hackett  villianous  as 
the  trouble  maker.  Brown,  while  riding 
with  Doris,  daughter  of  the  boss,  narrowly 
escapes  a  holdup  staged  by  Hackett.  The 
neighboring  rancher  who  employs  Hackett 
is  trying  to  drive  Brown's  boss  off  his 
property  to  move  munitions  stored  in  an 
old  cache.  A  bank  holdup,  kidnapping 
and  plenty  of  other  incidentals  to  make 
the  action  step  along  at  a  fast  pace  are 
woven  into  the  yarn  before  Brown  and 
his  trusty  comrades  make  hash  of  the  op- 
position. Brown  gets  the  reward  and  the 
girl. 

CAST:  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Bob  Baker, 
Fuzzy  Knight,  Doris  Weston,  Karl  Hackett, 
Forrest  Taylor,  Anthony  Warde,  Henry 
Hall,  Claire  Whitney,  Ferris  Taylor,  Cecil 
Kellogg. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Universal;  Di- 
rector, Ralph  Staub;  Screenplay,  Larry 
Rhine  and  Andrew  Bennison;  Story,  B.  M. 
Bower;  Cameraman,  William  Sickner. 

DIRECTION,  Snappy.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"My  Son  Is  Guilty" 

with   Bruce   Cabot,  Harry  Carey,  Jacqueline 

Wells 
Columbia  63  Mins. 

COPS  AND  ROBBERS  YARN^  ''ITH 
FATHER-SON  ANGLE  LACKS  -r'RESH 
TREATMENT. 

Lack  of  fresh  treatment  makes  this  new 
Columbia  release  just  a  fair  picture  for 
program  use  in  nabe  houses.  All  story 
material  is  old  in  basic  plot  material,  but 
fresh  treatment  and  novel  ideas  can  make 
the  oldest  story  interesting,  but  they  are 
lacking  in  this  case.  The  cast  is  able, 
with  Bruce  Cabot,  Harry  Carey,  Jacqueline 
Wells,  Glenn  Ford  and  Wynne  Gibson  in 
the  principal  roles.  Exhibs.  have  some 
marquee  value  in  some  of  the  cast  names. 
Cabot,  son  of  Carey  who  is  a  policeman,, 
is  a  wrong  guy.  Just  out  of  jail,  his 
father  tries  to  get  him  to  go  straight  and: 
gets  him  a  job  in  the  police  radio  depart- 
ment. However,  Cabot  uses  this  opportu- 
nity to  deaden  the  radio  while  a  payroll 
holdup  takes  place.  From  there  to  the 
finish,  when  Carey  shoots  him,  there  is  a 
pretty  good  chase  and  enough  excitement 
to   keep   the   picture   rolling. 

CAST:  Bruce  Cabot,  Harry  Carey,  Jac- 
queline Wells,  Glenn  Ford,  Wynne  Gibson, 
Don  Beddoe,  John  Tyreil,  Bruce  Bennett, 
Dick  Curtis,  Edgar   Buchanan. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Di 
rector,  Charles  Barton;  Screenplay,  Harryi 
Shumate  and  Joseph  Carole;  Story,  Karl 
Brown;  Cameraman,  Benjamin  Kline;  Edi-i 
tor,   William  Lyon. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


'The  Fatal  Hour" 

with     Boris     Karloff,     Grant     Withers, 

Marjorie    Reynolds 

Monogram  68    Mins^ 

LATEST  IN  WONG  SERIES  OKAY  MYS 
TERY   MELLER  FOR  NABE   HOUSES. 

The  fans  that  go  for  the  mystery  mel 
fers  will  be  entertained  by  this  new  Mono 
gram  release.  Karloff  is  good  in  his  role 
of  the  oriental  sleuth.  Grant  Withers 
okay  as  the  police  captain,  and  the  rest 
of  the  cast  fills  the  bill  adequately.  Mar-j 
jorie  Reynolds  provides  an  attractive  femi- 
nine touch.  D.rector  William  Nigh  keep] 
the  picture  moving  and  four  murders  held 
to  enliven  the  proceedings  no  end,  with 
plenty  of  suspense  injected  into  the  story 
Withers  calls  in  Karloff  to  help  when  i 
detective  is  murdered.  Trials  and  tribu] 
lations  dog  the  sleuths  until  they  clean  u(j 
the    situation    effectively. 

CAST:  Boris  Karloff,  Grant  Withers 
Marjorie  Reynolds,  Charles  Trowbridge 
John  Hamilton,  Craig  Reynolds,  Jack  Ken 
nedy,  Lita  Cheveret,  Frank  Puglia,  Stan 
ford   Jolley,  Jason    Robards,    Pauline   Drakej 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  T.  Lackey 
Director,  William  Nigh;  Screenplay,  Sco 
Darling;  Story,  Joseph  West;  Based  oi 
stories  by  Hugh  Wiley;  Cameraman,  Harr] 
Neumann;    Editor,    Russell   Schoengarth. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Good. 
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GENE  TOWNE 

presents 


The  things  we  stay-at-homes  always  dream  about 
doing— they  did:. ..Here  is  their  adventure,  actioned 
to  the  screen  with  all  the  strange  allure  that  made 
the  book  what  it  is!.. .  Here  is  the  one  big,  new  show 
—different  from  anything  you've  ever  shown  be- 
fore—that gives  the  movies  back  to  the  moviegoers 

man's  box  office! 
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THOMAS  MITCHELL  •  EDNA  BEST  •  FREDDIE 
BARTHOLOMEW  •  TERRY  KILBURN  •  TIM  HOLT 
BABY  BOBBY  QUILLAN 


Directed  by  EDWARD  LUDWIG 

Produced  by  GENE  TOWNE  and  GRAHAM  BAKER 

Screen  Play  by  Waller  Ferris,  Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker 


Wednesday,  January  24,  1940 
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"Son  of  Ingagi" 

with  Zack   Williams,  Laura  Bowman 

Hollywood   Prod.  70  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

l.WEDY  MYSTERY  WITH  ALL-NEGRO 

CAST    HOLDS    INTEREST   THROUGHOUT. 

This  comedy  mystery,  enacted  by  an  all- 
Negro  cast,  holds  interest  throughout  and 
has  been  well  directed  by  Richard  C.  Kahn, 
who  also  gets  producer  credit.  Dr.  Herbert 
Meyer  acted  as  supervisor.  Laura  Bowman 
does  splendid  work  as  a  wealthy  old  recluse, 
who  wills  her  fortune  and  gloomy  house  to 
Daisy  Bufford  and  Alfred  Grant,  newlyweds. 
Miss  Bowman  has  been  in  love  with  Daisy's 
father,  who  was  younger  than  her  and  did 
not  return  her  love.  Zack  Williams,  an 
ape-man,  who  Miss  Bowman  brought  back 
from  Africa,  drinks  a  potion  she  concocted 
in  her  laboratory.  He  turns  on  her  and 
slays  her.  In  turn,  he  murders  Earl  J. 
Morris,  an  attorney,  who  is  hunting  for 
$20,000  in  gold  that  Miss  Bowman  h;d  in 
her  home.  Miss  Bowman's  brother,  Zeno, 
an  ex-convict,  finds  the  money,  but  is  dis- 
covered by  the  ape-man.  Zeno  fires  on 
him,  but  the  bullets  do  not  prevent  Zeno 
being  murdered  by  the  childish  giant. 
Spencer  Williams,  Jr.,  a  detective,  finally 
recovers  the  gold  and  presents  it  to  the 
newlyweds. 

CAST:  Zack  Williams,  Laura  Bowman, 
Alfred  Grant,  Daisy  Bufford,  Arthur  Ray, 
Earl  J.  Morris,  Spencer  Williams,  Jr.,  Jesse 
Graves  and  The  Toppers. 

CREDITS:  Richard  C.  Kahn;  Supervisor, 
Dr.  Herbert  Meyer;  Director,  Richard  C. 
Kahn;  Author,  Spencer  Williams,  Jr.; 
Screenplay,  same;  Cameramen,  Roland  Price, 
Herman   Shopp;   Editor,   Dan   Milner. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 


*  SERIAL   * 


v-    fOREIGI) 


"They  Wanted  Peace" 

with    K.    Miuffko,    M.    Gelovani 
Amkino  73  Mins. 

STRONGLY  PROPAGANDISTS  FILM 
DEALS  WITH  RUSSIAN   REVOLUTION. 

Conveniently  couched  in  theme  to  con- 
form with  the  Berlin- Moscow  "axis,"  this 
new  Soviet  release  would  have  you  believe 
that  the  Russians  and  Germans  would  have 
been  the  best  of  friends  back  in  1917  if  it 
hadn't  been  for  the  insidious  machinations 
of  Anglo-French  imperialists  in  keeping  the 
armies  at  war.  Yet  "They  Wanted  Peace" 
very  definitely  leaves  the  impression  that, 
despite  the  Soviets'  peaceful  pretension, 
they  actually  will  fight  to  the  last  Kulak, 
as  in  the  case  of  Finland's  "aggression" 
against  Russia.  Most  striking  feature  of 
the  film  is  the  unusual  resemblance  of  K. 
Miuffko  and  M.  Gelovani  to  Lenin  and 
Stalin,  respectively.  The  characterizations 
are  good  and  the  technical  aspects  of  the 
film  are  okay. 

CAST:  K.  Miuffko,  M.  Gelovani,  F.  Baga- 
shvili,  Tamara  Makarova,  A.  Smirnova,  G. 
Sagaradze,  D.  Ivanov,  V.  Matov,  M.  Chikh- 
ladze,  I.  Perestiani,  S.  Gahbashidze,  G- 
Shavgulidze,  N.  Chkeidze. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Tbilisi  Film  Stu- 
dios; Director,  M.  Chiaurell.  Presented  at 
the  Cameo  Theater  with  Russian  dialogue 
and   English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"The  Shadow" 

Columbia  20  mins.  per  chap. 

First  Class  Action  Meller  for  the 

Serial  Fans 

Dressed  up  with  plain  and  fancy 
hokum,  plus  suspense,  action  galore 
and  dual  characterizations,  this  new 
Columbia  serial  provides  plenty  of 
melodrama.  Railroads  are  dyna- 
mited, industrial  plants  are  wrecked 
and  planes  are  sabotaged  as  the  mad 
killer,  known  as  the  Black  Tiger, 
pursues  his  merry  course  of  may- 
hem to  achieve  complete  power  in 
the  city  in  which  he  operates.  Victor 
Jory,  a  young  scientist  and  crimin- 
ologist, takes  up  the  fight  in  two  dif- 
ferent disguises,  and  from  the  action 
present  in  the  opening  chapter  the 
whole  serial  promises  to  be  chock 
full  of  action.  Veda  Ann  Borg,  Rog- 
er Moore  and  Robert  Fiske  are 
prominent  in  the  supporting  cast. 
Based  on  one  of  the  most  popular 
air  shows  currently  being  broadcast, 
the  serial  has  a  large  potential  audi- 
ence already  sold. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Motel.  The  Operator" 

with    Chaim    Tauber,    Malvina    Rappel 
Cinema  Film  88  Mins. 

POOR  MATERIAL  AND  MECHANICAL 
DEFECTS  DEFEAT  THE  BEST  EFFORTS 
OF   CAST. 

A  sorrowful  and  tragic  melodrama  in  the 
best  Yiddish  tradition,  this  production  can't 
hope  to  attract  any  attention  outside  of 
houses  catering  strictly  to  Yiddish  patrons. 
Picture  is  too  long,  the  material  is  poor 
and  there  are  a  number  of  production 
faults.  The  cast  works  hard,  but  without 
a  great  deal  of  results  as  they  are  bogged 
down  by  the  story.  Chaim  Tauber,  Malvina 
Rappel,  Seymour  Rechtzeit,  Jacob  Zanger 
and  Yetta  Zwerling  head  the  cast.  Tauber 
is  injured  by  strikebreakers  when  he  leads 
a  strike  of  cloakmakers  for  better  condi- 
tions. His  wife,  Malvina  Rappel,  has  their 
baby  adopted  by  wealthy  people.  When 
Tauber  leaves  the  hospital  his  wife  is  dead 
and  he  can't  find  his  son.  Twenty  years 
pass.  A  reunion  is  finally  effected  with  a 
great   deal   more   difficulty. 

CAST:  Chaim  Tauber,  Malvina  Rappel, 
Yetta  Zwerling,  Jacob  Zanger,  Seymour 
Rechtzeit,  Maurice  Krohner,  Bertha  Hart, 
Gertie  Krause,  Herman  Rosen,  I.  Frankel. 

CREDITS:  Producer  and  Director,  Joseph 
Seiden.  Presented  at  the  Clinton  and  Radio 
Theaters  with  Yiddish  dialogue  and  English 
titles. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Spotty. 


"The  Republic  of  Finland" 

(March  of  Time) 

RKO  18  mins. 

Timely  Subject  Excellently  Presented 

Today  there  is  nothing  in  the 
minds  of  Americans  that  is  of  more 
interest  than  Russia's  invasion  of 
Finland  (They  Attacked  Us— Stalin). 
This  episode  of  the  world's  history 
will  probably  have  long  remembered 
and  unforeseen  results  before  it  is  a 
matter  of  record  in  the  history  books, 
and  the  material  contained  in  this  re- 
lease is  pertinent  to  an  extreme,  and 
it  will  prove  of  interest  to  every 
patron  who  goes  to  a  movie  theater. 
Opening  with  a  short  sequence  deal- 
ing with  different  embassies  in 
Washington  today,  and  their  present 
popularity  or  unpopularity  due  to 
world  affairs,  the  reel  moves  to  Fin- 
land. It  traces  the  nation's  history 
from  the  time  it  was  a  Swedish  do- 
main until  it  became  a  free  repub- 
lic in  1919.  We  see  Finland's  in- 
dustries and  homes,  and  the  people 
themselves.  And  then  we  see  the 
Finnish  army  at  maneuvers,  training 
for  the  serious  business  it  is 
now  engaged  in.  Views  are  present- 
ed in  the  reel  by  several  well  known 
commentators  on  what  the  ultimate 
outcome  of  the  war  will  be  and  the 
aims  of  Russia  in  fighting  this  war. 
Despite  an  impartial  presentation, 
audiences  are  bound  to  leave  a  the- 
ater with  a  profound  feeling  of  sym- 
pathy for  the  Finns  and  equally 
profound  feeling  of  disgust  for  Rus- 
sia and  all  isms. 


"Men  of  Muscle" 

RKO  Pathe  9  mins. 

Athletes  in   the   Building 

Taken  at  Springfield  College,  one 
of  the  few  schools  in  the  country 
devoted  to  physical  education,  this 
reel  is  of  unusual  interest.  It  shows 
the  students  at  classes,  training  and 
going  through  the  rigid  routine 
which  the  school  sets  forth  for  every 
student.  Reel  winds  up  with  the 
noted  college  team  posing  in  a  num- 
ber of  living  formations  which  ex- 
emplify the  very  spirit  of  health, 
well  being  and  body  building.  Fred- 
eric Ullman,  Jr.,  was  the  producer 
and  Frank  Donovan  supervised. 


"Andy  Clyde  Gets  Spring  Chicken" 

Columbia  18  mini. 

Slapstick  Stuff 

Those  who  enjoy  outright  slap- 
stick comedy,  will  doubtless  get  a 
fair  share  of  chuckles  out  of  this 
tab  film,  although  it  doesn't  sport 
much  cleverness  in  the  gags  and  re- 
lies chiefly  on  the  time-worn  type  of 
humor.  Such  story  as  there  is  deals 
with  the  annual  blossoming-out  of 
Andy's  flare  for  romance.  While 
rigged  in  his  sportiest  apparel,  he 
is  strutting  near  a  pretentious  man- 
sion of  the  town  when  he  sees  a  girl 
fall  into  the  swimming  pool.  He 
rushes  to  the  rescue,  is  invited  to 
stick  around  for  some  fun.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  footage  is  concerned 
with  how  Andy  courts  the  femmes 
present  with  unfortunate  embar- 
rassment to  himself.  It's  pretty  dull 
stuff. 


"Going  Places" 

(No.  69) 

Universal  &V*   mins. 

Fair  Travelogue 

Presenting  the  island  of  St. 
Thomas,  one  of  the  Virgin  islands  in 
the  Caribbean.  Reel  features  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island  and  its 
picturesque  history.  The  customs  of 
the  natives  are  interesting,  and  the 
film  also  serves  to  introduce  to  us 
one  of  our  own  little  known  insular 
possessions. 


"Popular  Science" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Highly  Interesting 

Latest  issue  of  this  popular  Para- 
mount series  is  one  of  the  best.  Reel 
opens  with  a  sequence  devoted  to 
aerial  photography  and  mapping.  It 
shows  the  actual  photographing  of 
terrain  and  then  the  intricate  process 
by  which  the  map  is  put  together. 
Next  is  a  new  model  bathroom  that 
has  every  convenience  a  person  could 
possibly  ask  for.  Then  we  meet 
again  our  amiable  and  wacky  pro- 
fessor who  has  two  new  inventions 
that  will  get  plenty  of  laughs.  The 
short  closes  with  a  new  development 
for  typing  and  preserving  blood  in- 
definitely, a  discovery  that  will  un- 
doubtely  write  a  new  page  in 
medical  history. 

"Miracles  at  Lourdes" 
M-G-M  11  mins. 

Lesson  in  Faith 
Story  of  the  world-famed  Lourdes 
shrine  in  France,  is  smartly  worked 
out  through  a  fictional  case  history. 
Reel  tells  the  story  of  a  young  Eng- 
lish doctor  and  his  wife.  The  victim 
of  an  accident,  she  becomes  a  crip- 
ple, never  again  to  walk.  Due  to 
worry  the  doctor's  work  suffers  and 
they  agree  to  take  a  trip,  including 
Lourdes  in  their  itinerary.  To  tell 
how  she  recovers  would  give  away  a 
surprise  climax  to  the  reel.  The 
short  is  interesting,  well  planned  and 
well  acted.  Jack  Chertok  was  the 
producer. 

"The  Mad  Maestro" 

M-G-M  8  mins. 

Highly  Amusing  Cartoon 

"The  Mad  Maestro"  is  a  complete- 
ly mad  cartoon  that  will  get  laughs 
aplenty  from  any  audience.  The  prin- 
cipal character,  Dr.  Stanislausy 
Smellerdorff,  is  one  of  the  funniest 
cartoon  images  to  hit  the  screen  in 
some  time.  Making  his  first  Amer- 
ican appearance  the  Doctor  steps  to 
the  rostrum  and  the  symphony  com- 
mences. From  there  on,  one  good 
gag  after  another  should  keep  the 
audiences  laughing.  Hugh  Harman 
produced. 
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CHARGES  TRICK  LEASE 
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to  the  only  other  eligible  house  in 
Fargo  were  blocked  are  contained  in 
a  civil  suit  filed  in  Federal  Court 
by  Mrs.  Minnie  Hector  Smith. 

Damages  of  $40,000  were  asked, 
but  under  the  anti-trust  laws,  they 
could  run  up  to  $120,000,  represent- 
ing treble  damages. 

Mrs.  Smith  owns  the  Orpheum 
Theater  which  had  been  dark  until 
1936  when  it  was  leased  to  the 
Paramount  affiliates.  Four  days  be- 
fore the  lease  was  to  expire,  ac- 
cording to  the  allegation,  Paramount 
leased  two-foot  strips  of  property 
on  each  side  of  the  Orpheum,  block- 
ing exits  required  by  city  ordinance. 
The  cost  was  said  to  have  been  $5 
per  month.  The  Paramount  affiliates 
then  allegedly  allowed  the  theater 
lease  to  lapse. 

Mrs.  Smith  places  good  will  at 
$25,000  and  losses  in  income  and 
failure  to  keep  up  the  building  at 
$15,000. 

E.  Alyn  Warren  Dead 

West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — E.   Alyn   Warren,   65, 
screen  actor,  is  dead  here. 


Minneapolis  Council  Frowns  on  New  Houses 

Minneapolis — Minneapolis'  policy  of  keeping  out  new  theater  projects,  because  of 
alleged  overseating  in  the  city,  was  continued  when  the  city  council  license  committee 
again  denied  three  applications  for  special  permits  to  build  theaters.  Denied  were 
applications  of  H.  L.  Griffith  for  a  house  at  2220  Hennepin  Avenue,  W.  J.  Donahue  tor 
a  house  at  3731  Nicollet  Avenue,  and  Northwest  Theater  Company  (Irving  Gilman), 
for  a   theater  at  3912  Nicollet  Avenue. 


I A  Expected  to  Take  Negative '  Distinguished  Audience 
Stand  on  Returning  Increases        for  Preview  of  WB  "69th" 
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der  way  in  Miami  on  Feb.  5.  It  is 
understood  that  the  IA,  along  with 
other  unions  which  also  received  in- 
creases, will  take  the  position  that 
operating  economies  must  be  ef- 
fective from  the  top  down  instead 
of  from  the  bottom  up. 

The  council  will  also  set  a  city 
where  the  biennial  convention  and 
election  will  be  held  this  year.  Con- 
venton  will  be  held  during  the  first 
week  in  June.  George  E.  Browne, 
president,  is  expected  to  run  again 
to  succeed  himself  without  opposi- 
tion. 


Aussie  Society  Elects  Deane 

Albert  Deane,  assistant  to  John 
W.  Hicks,  Paramount's  foreign  de- 
partment head,  has  been  elected 
secretary  of  the  Australian  Society 
in  New  York.  Deane  is  a  native 
of  Sydney,  Australia. 
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dignitaries  and  newspaper  men,  the 
latter  including  a  delegation  of  Hol- 
lywood columnists  and  correspond- 
ents who  arrive  by  special  plane  this 
morning. 

As  a  prelude  to  the  dinner,  me- 
morial ceremonies  for  the  old  69th's 
chaplain,  Father  Francis  Duffy,  will 
take  place  at  noon  before  his  statue 
in  Times  Square.  CBS  will  carry 
the  ceremonies  in  which  James  Cag- 
ney  and  Pat  O'Brien  of  the  cast  will 
participate. 

Highlights  of  the  reunion  dinner 
will  be  broadcast  over  Station  WJZ 
and   NBC's   Blue   network. 

Governor  Herbert  H.  Lehman  and  Lt. 
Gov.  Charles  Poletti  arrive  from  Albany  today 
to  attend  the  preview  tonight.  Others  who 
will  be  present  include:  Col.  William  J.  ('Wild 
Bill')  Donovan,  Col.  John  J.  Mangan,  Brig. 
Gen.  Alexander  E.  Anderson,  Maj.  Gen.  Wil- 
liam N.  Haskell,  Maj.  Gen.  Frank  McCoy, 
Gen.  Hugh  A.  Drum,  Brig.  Gen.  Hex  B. 
Delacour,  Irish  Consul  General  Leo  T.  Mc- 
Cauley,  Will  H.  Hays,  Jack  L.  Warner,  Maj. 
Albert  Warner,  Grad  L.  Sears,  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  Charles  Einfeld,  Carl  Leserman,  Mort 
Blumenstock,  James  Cagney,  Pat  O'Brien, 
George  Gordon  Battle,  Bernard  F.  Gimbel, 
Gen.  William  J.  Costigan,  the  Rev.  John 
P.  Boland,  Judge  Cornelius  F.  Collins, 
Jeremiah  T.  Mahoney ;  Martin  Conboy,  Col. 
Charles  Burleigh,  Comm.  Charles  Hahn,  Capt. 
William  P.  Gibbon,  Edward  G.  Robinson. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Phelan,  Rep.  James  A. 
Fay,  Controller  Joseph  McGoldrick,  Irving 
Berlin,  Attorney  General  John  J.  Bennett, 
Secretary    of    State    Michael   J.    Walsh. 

Press  delegation  will  include :  Sidney  Skol- 
sky  of  the  New  York  Post;  Paul  Harrison, 
.NEA;  Edwin  Schallert,  Los  Angeles  Times; 
Jimmy  Starr,  Los  Angeles  Herald-Express; 
Harry  Crocker,  King  Features  Syndicate; 
Ralph  Jordan,  International  News;  Harry 
Mines,  Los  Angeles  Daily  News;  Hy  Gard- 
ner ;  Harry  Friedman ;  Inez  Robb ;  Whitney 
Bolton,  Morning  Telegraph;  Erskine  Johnson; 
Arthur  Ungar,  Variety ;  and  Herbert  Stein, 
all  of  Hollywood;  Jack  Alicoate,  Don  Mer- 
sereau,  Chester  B.  Bahn,  George  Morris,  THE 
FILM  DAILY;  Martin  Quigley,  James  Cun- 
ningham, A-Mike  Vogel,  Motion  Picture 
Herald ;  Sam  Shain,  Al  Finestone,  Motion 
Picture  Daily ;  John  Flinn,  Roy  Chartier, 
Variety ;  Red  Kann,  Bill  Ornstein,  Box- 
office;  Chick  Lewis,  Showmen's  Trade  Re- 
view; Lew  Mentlik,  the  Exhibitor;  Jack  Har- 
rower,  Exhibitor  News;  Herman  Schleier, 
Hollywood    Reporter. 


'Black  Gold"  is  Next 

on  Goldwyn's  Schedule 

Following  his  purchase  of  "The 
Little  Foxes,"  Samuel  Goldwyn  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  work  would 
start  immediately  on  "Black  Gold." 
Borden  Chase  will  adapt  the  story. 
Vera  Zorina,  now  on  loan  to  20th 
Century-Fox,  will  play  the  leading 
feminine  role  and  Gary  Cooper,  who 
has  just  completed  "The  Westerner" 
will  have  the  top  male  part.  Story 
calls  for  another  male  star  not  yet 
cast. 

This  is  the  second  Goldwyn  pro- 
duction announced  since   Saturday. 


EXHIB.  GROUPS  BACK 
FINNISH  FUND  DRIVE 


Both  the  MPTOA  and  Allied,  as 
well  as  unaffiliated  exhib.  groups, 
are  solidly  behind  the  drive  to  raise 
$500,000  within  the  film  industry^for 
Finnish  relief,  it  was  said  yesta  Jy 
by  Maj.  Leslie  E.  Thompson,  -Na- 
tional chairman  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Division  of  the  Fund. 

Approximately  10,000  U.  S.  film 
theaters  will  join  in  observing  "Help 
Finland  Days"  on  Feb.  17-18.  Two 
girls  in  Finnish  costumes  will  be 
stationed  in  the  lobbies  to  receive 
contributions  on  those  two  days. 

Execs,  of  organizations  and  cir- 
cuits already  co-operating  include: 

Frank  O.  Story,  Interstate  Circuit;  Wil- 
liam L.  Ainsworth,  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and 
Upper  Michigan;  Fred  Herrington,  and  M.  A. 
Rosenberg,  MPTO  of  Western  Pennsylvania; 
Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA;  Hulda  McQuin, 
California  Theaters  Association ;  Roy  E.  Har- 
rold,  ATO  of  Indiana;  Martin  G.  Smith, 
ITO  of  Ohio;  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  States; 
and  W.  F.  Crockett,  MPTO  of  Virginia; 
S.  J.  Hyman,  West  Virginia  TMA;  H.  R. 
Berry,  TOA  of  North  and  South  Carolina; 
Roy  L.  Walker,  TO  of  Texas;  A.  A.  Galston, 
ITO  of  Southern  California;  Leo  F.  Wolcott, 
ITO  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska;  Bob  White, 
ITO  of  Oregon;  Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTO 
of  St.  Louis,  Eastern  Missouri  and  Southern 
Illinois;  Joseph  H.  Brennan,  Allied  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Morris  G.  Leonard,  Exhibitors 
Association  of  Chicago ;  Frank  A.  Hannig, 
MPTO  of  Maryland;  Lewen  Pizor,  UMPTO  ; 
Lee  Newbury,  New  Jersey  Allied;  Charles 
R.  Gilmour,  Gibraltar  Enterprises;  and  G.  W. 
Erdmann,  Cleveland  MPEA. 


SAG  Amendment  Affects 
Class  B  Bargaining  Rights 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — By  a  vote  of  420  to 
31  Class  A  members  of  the  Screen 
Actors'  Guild  adopted  an  amend- 
ment which  guarantees  by  law  what 
has  already  been  in  practice  insofar 
as  Class  B,  the  extras,  are  concerned 
particularly.  The  amendment  affects 
collective  bargaining  rights  of  the 
B  membership  and  specific  approval 
by  Class  B  Council  of  any  demands 
regarding  collective  bargaining,  and 
arbitration  between  the  Guild  and 
motion  picture  producers. 

The  measure  also  grants  Class  B 
members  the  right  to  call  a  strike  by 
a  vote  of  75  per  cent  of  paid-up  B 
members,  such  a  strike  not  affecting 
Class  A  members,  however. 

Leonard  with  Stromberg 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Robert  Z.  Leonard 
will  direct  "Pride  and  Prejudice," 
starring  Laurence  Olivier  and  Greer 
Garson,  with  Hunt  Stromberg  the 
producer.  After  this  assignment, 
Leonard  will  remain  with  Stromberg 
as  associate  producer-director,  with 
"Quo  Vadis,"  in  Technicolor,  sched- 
uled as  their  first  production. 

Retsama  Cancels  "Chocolate" 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Retsama  Films  Pro- 
ductions has  announced  the  resigna- 
tion of  Henry  Bellous,  producer-di- 
rector. The  Russian  novel,  "Choco- 
late," which  was  to  have  been  filmed 
at  the  Retsama  studios  by  Bellous 
has  been  cancelled  as  well  as  all 
contracts  pertaining  to  the  picture. 


The  I940 

FILM  DAILY  YEAR  BOOK 

of  over  1200  pages  of  valuable  information 
and  advertising  will  be  ready  for  distribution 
early  next  month  to  all  subscribers  to  — 

™^  FIRST  daily  motion  picture 
trade  paper. 

The  OLDEST  daily  motion 
picture  trade  paper. 
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Th*  ONLY  daily  motion  picture 
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LARGER  HOME  TELE     Short  Subject  Reviews 
DEVELOPED  BY  RCA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ing   to   testimony   given   before   the 
FCC  here  by  E.  W.  Engstrom,  re- 
search   director    of    the    Victor    Di- 
vision of  RCA  Laboratories. 

Development  of  the  home  set  is 
proceeding  simultaneously  with 
RCA's  development  of  large-screen 
television  for  theatrical  and  other 
public  assembly  use.  Latter  will 
throw  a  picture  9  by  12  feet,  it  is 
stated. 

Thomas  F.  Joyce,  of  RCA,  is  on 
record  before  the  FCC  as  predicting 
a  sale  of  25,000  tele  receivers  this 
year. 

Indications  last  night  were  that 
the  FCC  is  not  yet  ready  to  accept 
the  tele  standards  proposed  by  the 
RMA.  Major  E.  H.  Armstrong  asked 
the  FCC  to  hold  tele  allocations  in 
abeyance  until  public  service  pos- 
sibilities of  frequency  modulation 
have  been  studied. 

Tele  hearings  ended  yesterday. 
Summaries  may  be  filed  later. 


Court  Dismisses  Sherwood 
Action  Against  20th-Fox 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dismissed  yesterday  with  costs  by 
New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Peter  Schmuck.  The  Court  ruled 
that  no  question  of  copyright  in- 
fringement or  plagiarism  was  in- 
volved, but  merely  a  contention  of 
the  plaintiffs  that  the  defendant's 
film  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln"  unfairly 
competed  with  Sherwood's  play  "Abe 
Lincoln  In  Illinois."  In  dismissing, 
the  Court  said  that  only  the  "un- 
believably ignorant  and  unsophis- 
ticated" could  confuse  the  two,  and 
since  the  names  were  not  identical, 
a  decision  in  the  defendant's  favor 
was  required.  Decision  followed  a 
three-day  trial. 


Bingo  Legalization  Bill 

Calls  for  License  Tax 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

enforcement  up  to  State  instead  of 
localities;  in  turn,  licenses  would  be 
issued  by  Secretary  of  State,  $100 
annually,  plus  10  per  cent  tax  on 
gross  receipts  of  Bingo  cards,  with 
minimum  nickle  levy. 

Bans  on  Sunday  Bingo  and  play 
after  midnight  are  contained.  Limit 
of  playing  time  would  be  four  hours. 
Operation  of  games  is  limited  as  in 
the  Goldstein  bill  to  charitable, 
civic,  educational,  fraternal,  veteran 
or  religious  organizations,  volunteer 
firemen,  granges,  etc.,  with  licensees 
organized  at  least  five  years  before 
issuance   permit. 


Ahem!!! 

New  Haven — Roger  Sherman  marquee 
dual:  "A  Child  is  Born"  .  .  .  "Oh, 
Johnny,    How   You    Can    Love." 


"Pound  Foolish" 

M-G-M  20  mins. 

Fine  Short 

The  latest  of  Metro's  Crime  Does 
Not  Pay  series  is  up  to  the  high 
standard  of  earlier  releases  and 
drives  home  its  object  lesson  with  a 
punch.  Dealing  with  smuggling  by 
well-to-do  people  in  order  to  cheat 
the  customs,  the  two-reeler  has  ac- 
tion and  a  well  pointed  out  moral. 
The  wife  of  a  Government  official 
returns  from  abroad  to  tell  a  friend 
how  she  managed  to  bring  in  clothes 
and  jewelry  without  paying  duty. 
Both  women,  well  able  to  pay  the 
duty  if  necessary,  now  work  out  a 
scheme  whereby  the  second  one  will 
get  a  diamond  necklace  delivered. 
However,  the  customs  have  discov- 
ered how  the  smuggling  racket  is 
being  worked,  and  the  necklace  not 
only  proves  to  be  the  cause  of  death 
for  the  first  woman  and  the  smug- 
gler, but  brings  disgrace  and  a  po- 
litical smashup  to  the  husband  of 
the  second  one. 


"Frankie  Masters  and  his 

Orchestra" 

Paramount  11  mins. 

Tuneful  Musical  Number 

Reel  is  a  tuneful  number  that 
audiences  will  enjoy.  Frankie  Mast- 
ers and  his  ork  play  pleasingly,  and 
Masters,  Marian  Francis  and  the 
Masters  Voices  vocalize.  Using  the 
word  heart  as  a  theme,  Masters,  the 
ork  and  vocalists  render  the  fol- 
lowing songs  with  word  heart; 
"Says  My  Heart,"  "Heart  And 
Soul,"  "Peg  O'  My  Heart,"  "Hearts 
And  Flowers,"  "The  Curse  Of  An 
Aching  Heart"  and  "Key  To  My 
Heart." 


Would  Amend  N.  Y.  Law 
on  Admission  to  Theaters 


Albany,  N.  Y. — Assemblyman  Da- 
vidson has  hoppered  an  amendment 
to  the  civil  law  regarding  entering 
and  remaining  in  places  of  public 
amusement.  It  provides  that  per- 
sons over  21  presenting  tickets  of 
admission  at  a  reasonable  time  be- 
fore the  opening  of  a  performance 
must  be  admitted  nor  can  they  be 
ejected  except  for  disorderly  con- 
duct. Theaters  are  definitely  men- 
tioned. 


Sunday  Pix  Back  In  Cohoes 

Cohoes — Sunday  pictures  are  back 
again  in  this  city  as  they  were  from 
1919  until  a  Common  Council  or- 
dinance ruled  them  out  Jan.  12. 
Fabian  Theaters  opened  the  Rialto 
and  Regent  Sunday  with  official  ap- 
proval and  the  repealer  is  scheduled 
to  be  revoked  at  the  next  aldermanic 
meeting,  it  is  understood. 

Six  Get  Writers'  Pacts 

Hollywood  —  New  writing  con- 
tracts are  announced  at  Metro 
with  Leon  Gordon,  James  Edward 
Grant,  Howard  Dimsdale,  Dorothy 
Yost,  John  Goulder  and  H.  S.  Kraft. 


"On  the  Trail  of  the  Tarpon" 
New  York  Zoological  Society 

11  mins. 
Crackerjack  Sport  Reel 

Filmed  under  the  auspices  of  the 
New  York  Aquarium,  this  short 
packs  a  big  kick  for  the  fisherman 
and  audiences  generally.  It  opens 
with  some  fine  shots  of  tarpon  leap- 
ing from  the  water  and  fighting 
when  hooked.  Then,  by  means  of 
underwater  photography,  the  tar- 
pon's feeding  grounds  are  shown  and 
studied.  Further  investigation  of  the 
tarpon's  spawning  and  breeding  hab- 
its are  shown  and  the  picture  closes 
with  several  shots  taken  in  the  lab- 
oratory of  the  New  York  Aquarium. 
At  the  present  time  an  intensive 
study  of  the  fish  is  being  made  and 
the  material  shown  in  the  picture 
was  all  gathered  by  the  Aquarium. 


"Maintain  the  Right" 

M-G-M  10    mins. 

The  Mounties  Get  Their  Man 

One  of  Pete  Smith's  best,  this,  the 
latest  is  his  popular  Metro  series, 
gives  a  short  but  accurate  account 
of  what  makes  a  Northwest  Mounted 
Policeman.  Opening  with  three  ap- 
plicants for  the  force,  we  see  them 
working  at  their  various  tasks  in 
preparatory  training  for  their  job 
when  they  become  full-fledged  mem- 
bers of  the  force.  Our  young  hope- 
fuls are  a  bit  down  in  the  mouth 
about  their  routine  when  a  superior 
officer  tells  them  the  story  of  another 
young  offices  who  profited  by  the 
same  routine.  Yarn  shows  the  chase 
and  ultimate  cornering  of  a  killer 
by  the  policeman,  with  the  respect 
he  commanded  causing  an  Indian 
tribe  to  return  his  dead  bodv  to  the 
post  and  also  turning  over  the  killer 
be  had  tracked  down,  only  to  lose 
his  life  by  disease  while  helping  the 
tribe  fight  the  same  malady. 


Report  $312,000  in  GWTW 
Advance  Sales  in  10  Cities 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  advance  sales  were  said  to  be 
equal  to  twice  the  gross  for  com- 
plete engagements  of  earlier  most 
successful    pictures. 

Cities  in  which  the  advance  sales 
were  reported  include  Baltimore. 
Davton,  Indianapolis.  Memphis.  New 
Orleans.  Rochester,  Washington,  D. 
C.  St.  Louis,  Cleveland  and  Detroit. 

Twenty-nine  additional  engage- 
ments were  announced  yestredav- 
bringing  the  total  bookings  to  207 
in    190    cities. 


Harry  Sherman  to  Produce 
High-Budgeted  Para.  Pic 

(Continued  from  Page  1  *> 

Paramount.  Sherman,  who  is  in 
New  York,  said  yesterday  that  the 
story  would  be  "The  Roundup," 
based  on  a  well-known  Klaw  &  Er- 
langer  play  of  several  years  ap-o, 
and  would  cost  approximately  $400,- 
000.  Production  will  get  under  way 
in  July.    No  star  has  been  named. 


GOL.  WOULD  BLOCK 
EXECS' ORAL  EXAM 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

grounds  and  was  supported  by  an 
affidavit  of  Louis  D.  Frohlich,  attor- 
ney for  Columbia.  /\ 

Columbia  claims  that  HarryT^/'.in 
is  not  subject  to  an  examination 
because  he  is  a  non-resident  of  New 
York  state.  In  addition,  the  notice 
contends  that  the  Government  has 
failed  to  particularize  the  allega- 
tions of  the  complaint  either  by  way 
of  a  bill  of  particulars  or  answers 
to  interrogatories.  The  third  ground 
states  that  the  defendant  is  re- 
quired already  to  answer  Govern- 
ment interrogatories.  Finally,  the 
notice  asserts  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  the  examination  at  this 
time. 

Frohlich's  affidavit  states  that 
Harry  Cohn  is  required  for  produc- 
tion work  in  California.  "To  com- 
pel Harry  Cohn  to  come  to  New 
York  and  testify  on  this  proposed 
examination  before  trial  would  mean 
a  disruption  of  the  entire  produc- 
tion program  of  Columbia  and  a 
consequent  substantial  loss  to  that 
company.  This  is  the  height  of  the 
producing  season.  Many  pictures 
are  now  in  production  by  Columbia," 
it  was  stated  by  the  affidavit. 

Should  the  Government  want  tes- 
timony, it  can  get  it  in  advance  of 
trial  by  written  interrogatories, 
frohlich  said.  In  addition,  the  af- 
fidavit claims  that  the  Government 
had  failed  to  give  adequate  infor- 
mation to  Columbia  and  in  spite  of 
this  fact  was  now  seeking  an  ex- 
amination  of   Columbia   officials. 

Anv  examination  should  be  post- 
poned until  after  the  Government 
furnishes  answers  to  Columbia's  in- 
terrogatories so  that  Columbia 
would  be  sufficiently  apprised  of  the 
charges  made  against  it  before  its 
officers    are   compelled   to   testify. 

"Young  Tom  Edison"  Will 
Open  in  Port  Huron  Feb.  11 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

arrive  on  a  train  of  the  1850's  and 
will  act  as  a  "train  butcher"  among 
the  notables,  including  members  of 
Edison's  family,  mayors  and  about 
40  governors,  who  will  be  passeng- 
ers. 

The  historic  train  is  owned  by 
Henry  Ford  and  will  be  sent  over 
the  exact  route  from  Detroit  to  Port 
Huron  as  traveled  by  Edison  when 
he   was   a  "train  butcher." 

The  town  of  Port  Huron  is  plan- 
ning a  big  celebration  for  the  pre- 
miere and  will  transform  the  com- 
munity into  19th  Century  atmos- 
phere. 


Swank  in  Booth 

Altoona,  Pa. — There'll  be  an  extra 
touch  of  swank  to  the  local  premiere 
of  CWTW  at  Wilmer  f>  Vincent's  State 
Theater  Friday  night.  Manager  Dave 
Murphy  has  directed  Charles  Brunner 
and  Harold  Zerbie,  projectionists,  to  don 
tuxedos. 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent   in   Thought 
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Newspapers  Eye  Neely  Bill/  Critical  of  Its  Benefits 

NEW  ITALJAN  PIX  SETUPJNSATISFACTORf TO  U.  S. 

Theaters  Outside  Scope  of  Proposed  Neb.  Chain  Tax 


Initiative   Petition   Safeguards 

State's  Circuits  for 

First  Time 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Outside  of  gradu- 
ated occupation  tax  legislation,  such 
as  it's  applied  to  chain  stores  in 
every  legislative  session,  are  Ne- 
braska theater  circuits  for  the  first 
time,  as  legislators  are  lining  up 
for  the  regular  session  in   1941. 

Petition  went  into  circulation  this 
week,  needing  35,000  signatures,  to 
place  on  the  April  9  primary  elec- 
tion ballot,  a  special  tag  for  voters 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


KY.  BILL  PROPOSES 
"CENSOR  CONGRESS" 


Frankfort,  Ky. — A  state  board  of 
film  censorship,  to  approve  only 
those  motion  pictures  of  "a  moral, 
educational  or  amusing  and  harmless 
character"  would  be  created  under 
a  bill  prepared  for  introduction  to 
the  State  legislature  by  Representa- 
tive T.  J.  Fitzpatrick  of  Coving- 
ton.     A   $1  fee  for  censoring   each 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Affiliated  Circuit  Houses 
in  Milwaukee  Area  at  101 


Milwaukee — Affiliated  circuit  the- 
aters in  the  Milwaukee  territory 
now  total  101,  of  which  96  are  in 
Wisconsin  and  five  in  upper  Michi- 
gan, according  to  a  1940  guide  iust 
published    by    Benjamin    J.    Miller, 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"Spiritual  Cosmetics" 

Ottawa — Hollywood  is  "an  industry  of 
spiritual  cosmetics,"  John  Grierson, 
former  British  producer  and  now  Can- 
adian Film  Commissioner,  told  the  Wo- 
men's Canadian  Club  here.  Grierson 
said  that  Hollywood  had  taught  people 
to  dress  and  walk  better  and  had  spread 
"Hie  common  sense  of  democracy  of  the 
North  American  continent"  over  the 
world. 


The  Fighting  69th  Regiment  is  Thrilled 

as  Warners  Unfold  Pix  in  Brilliant  Preview 

Warners'  dynamic  saga  "The  Fighting  69th"  roared  across  the  screen  of  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  last  night  in  a  memorable  preview  held  before  the  members  of  the 
noted  regiment  whose  exploits  in  the  World  War  the  picture  depicts.  The  event  was 
precedent-setting,  celebrity-packed,  and  inspiring  as  a  standout  example  of  the 
cherishing  of  American  ideas  and  ideals.  Not  since  the  Armistice  of  1918  has  there 
been  an  occasion  for  such  enthusiasm  as  the  picture  evoked  from  the  165th  Infantry 
members  who  thrilled  to  the  performances  of  James  Cagney  as  Jerry  Plunkett-  Pat 
O'Brien  as  Father  Patrick  Duffy;  and  Jeffrey  Lynn  as  the  soldier-poet,  Joyce  Kilmer. 
Governor  Herbert  H.  Lehman  headed  the  brilliant  array  of  honor-guests  from  civil  and 
film  industry  life.  Shortly  after  neon  yesterday  the  stars  of  the  opus  placed  wreaths 
on  the  statue  of  Father  Duffy  in  Duffy  Square  as  a  prelude  to  last  night's  preview 
ceremonies.  (For  details  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria  festivities  see  "Along  the  Rialto" 
on  Page  3.     THE   FILM   DAILY'S   review   of  the   picture   is   reprinted   on   Page  9.) 


HEAVY  SNOW  HITS  BIZ,  PCA  FINDS  FEATURES 
DELIVERIES  UP-STATE    STATIONARY  IN  1939 


Albany — Heavy  snow  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  Adirondacks,  north 
of  Utica  and  particularly  in  St. 
Lawrence  and  Lewis  Counties,  has 
retarded  the  delivery  and  return  of 
prints.  Business  also  has  been  hit, 
especially  theaters  playing  on  per- 
centage, by  the  cold  weather  and 
snow. 

The       situation      was      improved 

(Continued  on  Page   15) 

Mich.  Solon  Wants  FCC 

to  Police  Air  Giveaway 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Fight  against  ra- 
dio's "Pot  o'  Gold"  giveaway  waged 
by  Co-operative  Theaters  of  Mich- 
igan on  the  ground  that  the  Tums- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Number  of  features  approved  by 
the  Production  Code  Administration 
in  1939  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  1938  figure,  but 
the  number  of  shorts  passed  fell  off 
markedly,  according  to  a  12-month 
checkup  just  completed.  Features 
okayed  in  1939  totaled  596  as  com- 

( Continued  on  Page  15) 


Denver  Theaters  Can  Give 
3  Autos  on  Single  Night 


Denver  —  Revamped  auto  give- 
away of  the  11  Fox  Denver  houses 
makes  possible  an  offer  of  three 
Fords  on  some  nights.  Starting 
with  two  cars,  one  will  be. given  and 
the   other   offered    only  to   the  first 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


U.  S.  Dailies  Open  Fire  on  Neely  Bill- 
Assert  It  Won't  Help  But  Hurt  Films 


Regulations  in  Decree  Effec- 
tive Feb.  I  Found  to  be 
"Fantastic" 

Italy  will  have  to  both  formulate 
better  provisions  and  "raise  the 
ante"  very  considerably  if  it  expects 
U.  S.  product  to  return  to  that  mar- 
ket, it  was  asserted  by  authorita- 
tive industry  channels  here  yester- 
day. 

According  to  the  informing 
sources,  the  recent  decree  regula- 
tions, which  bring  into  operation  on 
Feb.  1  the  new  Fascist  film  organi- 
zation whose  function  it  will  be  to 
negotiate  directly  with  foreign  pro- 
ducers for  purchase  of  their  prod- 
uct   for    distribution    in    Italy,    are 

t Continued  on  Page  4) 

LOUISIANA  EXHIBITORS 
FEAR  AMUSEMENT  LEVY 


Baton  Rouge,  La. — With  a  meas- 
ure to  refer  the  sales  tax  back  to 
the  public  before  the  extraordinary 
session  of  the  State  Legislature 
here,  exhibition  interests  are  ap- 
prehensive   that,    should    the    sales 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Latin-American  Deals  Give 
UA  Pix  Wider  Distribution 


Completion  of  a  record  number  of 
product  deals  in  Latin-American 
countries  was  announced  yesterday 
by  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president  in 
charge    of   foreign    distribution    for 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Mexican  Producers  Ass'n 
Elects  Jesus  Grovas  Prexy 


Mexico,  D.  F. — Jesus  Grovas,  dis- 
tributor and  producer,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Asociacion 
Mexicana  de  Productores  de  Pelicu- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Daily  press,  in  the  past  generally 
content  to  let  the  trade  debate  the 
issues  involved  in  the  Neely  bill,  is 
beginning  to  display  lively  interest 
editorially  in  the  anti-block-booking 
and  blind-selling  measure  pending 
in  the  House. 

Both  the  editorials  and  in  signa- 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Students  Help  Biz 

Broadway  business  generally  got  a 
slight  hypo  yesterday  from  some  10,000 
or  more  high  school  students  who  were 
on  the  loose  between  examinations.  Most 
houses  reported  better  than  average 
business  and  the  Rivoli  with  "Crapes  of 
Wrath"  and  the  Capitol  with  CWTW  did 
SRO  business  throughout  the  day.  Twen- 
tieth-Fox last  night  reported  "Crapes" 
had  cracked  all  Rivoli  attendance  records 
on  its  opening  day. 
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Two  Circuits  Take  Over 

Detroit  Frontenac,  Dawn 

Detroit— Two  East  side  Detroit 
houses  are  changing-  hands  in  cir- 
cuit deals  this  week.  Wisper  & 
Wetsman  Circuit  add  their  four- 
teenth house  in  the  Frontenac, 
taken  over  from  John  O'Dell,  Jr., 
son  of  the  late  circuit  owner.  Barney 
Kilbride,  owner  of  a  small  local  cir- 
cuit, is  taking  over  the  Dawn  from 
Homer  Warren  Realty  Company. 
Both  houses  will  be  extensively  re- 
modeled, with  expenditures  estimated 
at  $75,000.  Rogvoy  and  Wright  are 
architects  for  the  remodeling  of  the 
Frontenac,  and  C.  Howard  Crane, 
Inc.,  for  the  Dawn. 


Mexican  Producers  Unite 

for   Export   Distribution 

Mexico,  D.  F. — Productores  Mexi- 
canos  Asociados  (Associated  Mexi- 
can Producers),  a  new  distributing 
organization  has  just  been  estab- 
lished for  the  handling  of  native 
films  in  foreign  territories,  by  the 
producing  concerns  of  Felipe  Mier  y 
Cia.,  Alfonso  Sanchez  Tello,  Grovas 
y  Cia.,  Fernando  de  Fuentes,  S.  de 
R.   L.,   and  Vicente   Saiso   Piquer. 

Vicente  Saiso  Piquer,  formerly 
with  Paramount  Films  as  manager 
in  Mexico  and  several  South  Amer- 
ican spots,  heads  the  new  distribut- 
ing agency. 


Wants  Pre-Trial  Testimony 
by  Schines  and  Fenyvesseys 

Application  was  filed  yesterday 
in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court  by 
Carl  Erikson  for  an  order  directing 
Meyer  and  Louis  Schine  and  Ches- 
ter and  Paul  Fenyvessey  to  testify 
before  trial  in  reference  to  Erik- 
son's  suit  against  Schine  Enter- 
prises Corp.,  the  Schines  individual- 
ly, and  Fenyvessey  Enterprises,  for 
$35,000  brokerage  fees.  Plaintiff 
claims  this  sum  due  on  the  sale  of 
four  theaters  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


7  Two-Reelers  Nominated 
for  MP  Academy  Awards 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  following  two-reel 
short  subjects  have  been  nominated 
for  M.  P.  Academy  award  selection: 
M-G-M's  "Drunken  Driving"  and 
"Somewhat  Secret";  RKO's  "Five 
Times  Five";  Universal's  "Rhumba- 
land";  and  Warner  Bros.'  "Sons  of 
Liberty,"  "Slapsie  Maxie"  and  "Roy- 
al Rodeo." 


Mary  Pickford  Plans 

Two  Pictures  for  UA 

Mary  Pickford  revealed  yesterday 
that  she  plans  to  reorganize  her  pro- 
duction company  and  make  two  pic- 
tures for  release  by  United  Artists 
for  1940-41. 

Miss  Pickford  said  that  she  might 
return  to  the  screen  and  that  she  is 
collaborating  with  Adela  Rogers  St. 
John  on  a  picture  not  yet  titled. 


Aid  for  Mexican   Production 
Urged  on  Cardenas  by  Union 

Mexico,  D.  F. — Pointing  out  that 
withdrawal  of  native  producers  has 
forced  two  studios  to  close,  with  re- 
sulting heavy  unemployment,  the 
National  Committee  of  the  Union 
of  Workers  of  the  Motion  Picture 
and  Related  Organizations  of  the 
Mexican  Republic  has  addressed  an 
urgent  appeal  to  President  Carde- 
nas for  assistance.  Production  slump 
has  continued  for  the  last  eight 
months. 

The  National  Committee  of  the 
Union  declared  that  promises  of  sup- 
port of  the  film  industry  have  often 
been  given  to  producers  and  work- 
ers alike  by  the  Federal  Government 
but  that  nothing  effective  has  been 
done  to  this  date,  notwithstanding 
•  he  fact  that  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry has  proven  an  important  fac- 
tor in  the  national  economy  and  a 
powerful  means  of  propaganda  for 
Mexico. 


Canada  May  Ask  Hollywood 
Aid  in  Producing  Feature 

Montreal — Canada  may  make  over- 
tures to  either  Hollywood  or  the 
British  film  industry  for  co-operation 
in  making  a  feature  that  will  pre- 
sent the  Dominion  distinctively  as  a 
country  with  its  own  special  char- 
acter and  destiny,  it  is  reported  in 
the  wake  of  a  radio  address  made  by 
John  Grierson,  commissioner  of  the 
National  Film  Board. 

Grierson,  expressing  the  hope  that 
such  a  film  would  be  made,  said  he 
considered  the  time  propitious  for 
its  production. 

The  National  Film  Board  recently 
released  "Call  to  a  Nation,"  film  deal- 
ing with  Canda's  first  war  loan,  and 
has  been  co-operating  with  the 
March  of  Time  in  filming  "Canada 
at  War,"  expected  to  play  11,000 
world  theaters. 


Weeks  Leaves  for  Final 

Swing  of  Mono.  Branches 

George  W.  Weeks  leaves  tomor- 
row on  a  final  swing  of  Monogram's 
southern  and  midwest  exchanges  be- 
fore retiring  as  the  company's  gen- 
eral sales  manager.  Before  return- 
ing to  New  York  about  March  1, 
Weeks  plans  to  spend  10  days  in 
Florida    on    vacation. 

During  the  next  month,  Weeks 
also  will  complete  plans  for  his 
forthcoming    production    enterprise. 


Postpone  Hammons'  Exam. 

Earle  W.  Hammons,  former  head 
of  Grand  National,  will  be  exam- 
ined at  a  GN  hearing  on  Jan.  29 
in  the  Federal  Court.  Hammon's 
examination  scheduled  for  yesterday 
was  postponed  when  the  attorney 
for  the  trustee  was  unable  to  ap- 
pear. 


Zeb  Epstin  Convalescing 

Zeb  Epstin,  managing  director 
of  the  N.  Y.  Strand,  is  convalescing 
after  an  emergency  appendectomy 
at  the  Polyclinic  Hospital. 


comino  mid  Gome 


AL  SANTELL  is  here  from  the  Coast  for  a 
brief  stay  on  business. 

LEE  GOLDBERG,  of  Big  Feature  Rights  Ex- 
change, Cincinnati,  has  returned  there  after  a 
business   trip   to   New  York. 


MR.  and  MRS.  J.  L.  WARNER  are  V,/  the 
Waldorf. 

JAMES  ROOSEVELT  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
after  a   trip   to  several  cities   in   the   Northwest. 

DENNIE  MOORE  leaves  Hollywood  this  week- 
end for  New  York  after  completing  a  role  in 
a   new  Warner  release. 

DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK  has  delayed  his  return 
to    the    Coast   until    tomorrow. 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK  is  due  to  leave  for 
Florida   tomorrow. 

PETER  LEVATHES,  of  National  Theaters,  and 
his  wife,  sailed  yesterday  on  the  Oriente  for  a 
two-week   stay   in   Cuba. 

E.  V.  RICHARDS,  of  the  Saenger  circuit,  has 
returned   to   his   headquarters   in   New  Orleans. 

NAT  WACHSBERGER  of  Film  Alliance  of  the 
U.   S.    is   in    Florida. 

NORMAN  ELSON  of  Film  Alliance  of  the 
U.  S.  is  en  route  to  the  Coast. 


Canadian  Pioneer  Film 

Club  to  Meet  on  Jan.  31 


Toronto — Canadian  Pioneer  Film 
Club,  which  parallels  the  Motion 
Picture  Pioneers  on  the  other  side 
of  the  border,  holds  its  first  lun- 
cheon at  the  Royal  York  Jan.  31. 


Gloria  Jean  at  Capital 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Gloria  Jean,  Univers- 
al player,  leaves  here  tomorrow  for 
Washington  to  appear  at  the  Presi- 
dent's Ball  Monday.  Charles  Pre- 
vin,  "U's"  musical  director,  flies  in 
advance. 


Lou  Pollock  goes  to  Washington 
at  the  week-end  to  handle  the  arrival 
there  Monday  of  Gloria  Jean. 


Arbitrators  to  Meet 

Meeting  of  the  arbitration  board 
huddling  on  the  question  of  wage 
increases  Local  306,  projectionists, 
is  seeking  from  the  major  New 
York  circuits  will  be  held  today. 
It    was    scheduled    for    yesterday. 


•est    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on    their   birthdays: 

JANUARY   25 
Victor   M.   Shapiro 

May    M il lay 
Abraham   Schreiber 
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LAUNCHES  PIX  SURVEY 
AS  HELP  TO  INDUSTRY 


1 1 


By  RALPH  WILK 

!  West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles — While  the  industry 
continues  to  mark  time  on  the  fre- 
Qut'it'w  voiced  proposal  that  it 
undertake  a  survey  to  establish  pub- 
l  lie  likes  and  dislikes,  Robert  F.  Del- 
linger,  avid  fan  here,  has  stolen  a 
march,  inaugurating  the  "Motion 
Picture  Patrons  Monthly  Voting  Bal- 
lot" on  his  own. 

Recipients  of  the  ballot,  scattered 
across  the  country,  are  asked  to 
answer  20  questions  and  then  to  mail 
it  to  Will  H.  Hays.  Dellinger,  it  is 
understood,  did  not  contact  Hays 
prior  to  sending  out  his  question- 
naires, and  is  wholly  unknown  to  the 
MPPDA  prexy. 

Questions  include:  What  theater 
showed  the  best  picture  of  the 
month?  What  picture  did  you  like 
the  best  of  this  month?  What 
actress  did  you  like  best  this  month  ? 
What  actor  did  you  like  best  this 
month?  What  supporting  actress 
or  actor?  What  juvenile  actor  or 
actress?  What  was  the  best  pro- 
duced picture,  and  who  wrote  it? 
What  was  the  best  song  in  a  picture, 
and  how  were  the  costumes?  Who 
did  the  best  directing,  and  the  best 
editing,  and  name  one  actor  or 
actress  who  should  be  a  star. 

Also  name  the  studio  that  pro- 
duced the  best  picture,  and  suggest 
some  improvements,  and,  while 
you're  about  it,  do  you  like  stage 
plays  as  well  as  you  like  pictures, 
and  how  about  a  couple  of  names  of 
people  you  know  who  should  be  in 
pictures  ? 

Dellinger  told  The  Film  Daily 
that  no  individuals  or  organizations 
are  associated  with  him  and  that  he 
has  defrayed  all  expenses  of  his  sur- 
vey. He  feels,  however,  that  a  vot- 
ing bureau  for  the  fans  should  be 
supported  by  the  producing  compa- 
nies as  well  as  the  theaters.  An 
enthusiastic  fan,  during  past  five 
years  Dellinger  has  only  missed  at- 
tending pictures  10  nights. 


First  knowledge  the  MPPDA  head- 
quarters here  had  of  the  Dellinger- 
instituted  poll  as  a  voluntary  indus- 
try aid  was  the  arrival  of  a  ballot, 
The  Film  Daily  was  advised.  It  is 
understood,  however,  that  this  is  the 
second  time  Dellinger  has  sought  to 
learn  public  reactions  to  films.  Prior 
to  the  last  Academy  elections,  he 
circulated  1,000  ballots,  personally 
footing  the  bill. 


Davidson  With   FAUS 

Sidney  C.  Davidson  joins  Film 
Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  as  Advertising 
and  Publicity  Director.  Coincident 
with  the  new  appointment  is  the 
general  expansion  of  personnel  by 
Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  Larger 
quarters  are  being  arranged  for  in 
the    RKO    building. 


with  PHIL  M.  DALT; 


•  •      •     THERE  was  a  wedding  last  night  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of 

New    York's    Waldorf-Astoria twixt    the    superb    showmanship     of 

fhe  House  of  Wamer and  the  glamor  of  the  grand  and  traditional 

Fighting  69th  Regiment Only  such  a  union  could  have  given  birth 

and  being  to  such  quality  and  inspiring  festivities and  it  must  be 

set    down    for    the    account    of    filmland    generally and    its    theater 

operators    in    particular that    this    key    preview    of    the    Warners' 

spectacular  production.   "The   Fighting   69th" one   of   some   40    held 

concurrently    throughout    the    U.    S will,    like    Lincoln's    renowned 

address   at    Gettysburg (regardless    of   the    modesty    of    its    makers) 

long  be  remembered  both  for  what  was  said  there  and  what  was 

done  there ▼  y  y 

•  •      •     HISTORY -MAKING   is   the   compound   word   for   the 

feteful  evening which  was  climaxed  by  the  presentation  of 

the  picture  to  an  audience qualified  above  all  others  to  pass 

upon  its  merits  and  soul-stirring  content That  at  its  finale 

the  members  of  Regiment accorded  to  it  a  thunderous  ovation 

which  literally  rocked  the  Waldorf's  steel  rafters should  be 

the  tip-off  to  Mister  Exhib as  to  the  treat  he  can  expect  both 

for  himself  and  his  most  discriminating  and  excitement-loving 
patrons y  y  y 

•  •      •     MANY  and  many  a  preview  has  been  held  in  the  austere 

shadows    of    Pa    Knickerbocker's    skyscrapers but    in    this    corner's 

long  memory none   has   had   the   dramatic,   pulsating   power 

which  surged  last   night The   some    1,500   expectant   Sixty-Ninthers 

and  notables who  packed  the  Grand  Ballroom  of  America's  most 

famous   hostelry had    a    "you   gotta   show   me"    attitude and 

the  Warners  did and  how! After  the  Most  Rev.  John  F.  O'Hara. 

recently  ordained  Auxiliary  Bishop  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Diocese 

delivered  the  invocation the  colorful  dinner  got  under  way 

as  on  the  dais  sat  Governor  Herbert  H.  Lehman,  Jack  L.  Warner,  Major 
Albert   Warner,   Will   H.   Hays,   S.   Charles   Einfeld,   Gradwell   L.   Sears. 

Tames  Cagney.  Pat  O'Brien,  Jeffrey  Lynn.  Col.  John  J.  Mangan 

Brigadier  General  A.  E.  Anderson,  Col.  William  J.  ("Wild  Bill")  Donovan. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  Haskell,  Gen.  Hugh  Drum,  Hon.  Jeremiah  T.  Mahoney. 
Joseph  Hazen  and  the  gracious  Leo  T.  McCauley,  consul  general  of  the 
Irish  Free  State T  T  T 

•  •      •     COLONEL  Mangan  acted  as  m.c,  introducing  among 

others Colonel  Donovan  who  eloquently  referred  to  the  film's 

"reverent  capture  of  the  spirit  and  the  human  understanding  of 

Father  Duffy" and  stated  the  production  "will  evidence  the 

good  that  may   be  done  through  the  medium  of  the  film  in  its 

proper  use   in  the   service   of  the   whole   people" Governor 

Lehman,  who  gave  a  rousing  patriotic  panegyric James  Cag- 
ney, who  told  of  the  vast  undertaking  the  film  had  been Pat 

O'Brien,  who  admitted  that  the  occasion  was  "the  thrill  of  my  life" 

and  asserted  he  could  hear  the  spirit  of  Father  Duffy  say 

to  him anent  O'Brien's  characterization  of  the  beloved  priest: 

"Sure  it's  only  a  little  acting  you're  doing,  and  1  won't  hold 

it  against  you!" Brigadier  Gen.   Anderson,  who   delivered 

a   scintillating   speech Jeffrey    Lynn,    who    touched    heart 

strings  with  his  rendition  of  Joyce  Kilmer's  poem,  "Rouge  Bouquet" 

and  Jack  L.  Warner  who  delineated  the  Warner  policy  of 

"using  talking  pictures  in  the  best  of  taste" 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE  event  was  broadcast  o'er  a  national  NBC  hook-up 

but  the  most  amazing  part  oi  the  affair  was  the  wholesale  autograph- 
seeking  even  by  the  celebrities  themselves which  on  this  triumphal 

Warner  evening  led  Pat  O'Brien  to  sign  a  seating  arrangement  list 

and  put  it  in  his  own  pocket which  will  give  you  an  idea  of  what 

the  preview  was  like! 


DflT€  BOOK 


Jan.  28:  Actors  Fund  of  America   benefit,  Win- 
ter  Garden. 

Jan.  29:     C.    C.    Kellenberg    testimonial    dinner. 
William    Penn    Hotel,    Pittsburgh. 

Feb.  1-3:     National   Board  of  Review  of  Motion 
Pictures  conference,   Hotel   Pennsylvania. 

Feb.  4:     NVA   annual    benefit,    Alvin   Theater. 

Feb.  9-11:     National      Poster     Service     Associa- 
tion  convention,    New   York. 

Feb.   15:     Detroit    Variety    Club     Feather    Party, 
Book-Cadillac     Hotel. 

Feb.   17:     Coast  Warner  Club  dinner-dance,  Bilt- 

more    Bowl. 
Feb.   29:    Academy   Awards   banquet,    Hollywood. 
April  21 :     AAAA    Ball,    Waldorf-Astoria. 

April  22-25:     SMPE     Spring     convention,     Chal- 
fonre-Haddon    Hall    Hotel,    Atlantic    City. 


"69th"  Dinner  on  Coast 

Has  Warner  as  Speaker 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Harry  M.  Warner, 
Gov.  Culbert  Olson  and  Mayor 
Fletcher  Bowron  topped  the  list  of 
speakers  at  the  local  Fighting  69th 
dinner  last  night  at  the  Biltmore 
Hotel,  coincidental  with  the  screen- 
ing of  Warners'  "The  Fighting 
69th." 

Other  guests  includes  Hal  B. 
Wallis,  under  whose  supervision 
"The  Fighting  69th"  was  produced; 
George  Brent,  Alan  Hale,  Frank 
McHugh,  Dennis  Morgan,  Guinn 
(Big  Boy)  Williams,  Frank  Wilcox, 
Tom  Dugan,  Harvey  Stephens, 
William  Lundigan  and  De  Wolf 
Hopper,  all  of  whom  appear  in  the 
picture;  General  Patrick  J.  Farrell, 
Joseph  I.  Breen,  Major  J.  O.  Dono- 
van, John  C.  Dunn,  president  of  the 
local  American  Legion;  Thomas  H. 
O'Neill,  president  of  the  Los  An- 
geles Chapter  of  the  Rainbow  Di- 
vision   and   Alexander   Woolcott. 


Chicago — A  thousand  persons  at- 
tended last  night's  preview  of  War- 
ner Bros,  picture,  "The  Fighting 
69th,"  at  the  Sherman  Hotel  meet- 
ing of  the  Rainbow  Division. 


Plans  All-Negro  Musical 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — George  Randol  is  put- 
ting into  shooting,  Feb.  3,  an  all- 
Negro  musical,  "Dark  Town  Strut- 
ters Ball"  with  Shelton  Brooks  and 
F.  E.  Miller  in  the  comedy  leads. 
Brooks  wrote  the  songs,  and  he  and 
Miller  authored  the  story.  Negotia- 
tions are  now  on  to  have  the  Mills 
Bros,  in  the  show,  as  well  as  "Stuff" 
Smith  and  his  band.  Production 
will  be  at  Talisman  Studio  and  In- 
ternational Roadshows  will  release. 
The  plan  is  to  make  this  a  big  time 
musical  which  will  be  able  to  play 
to  the  regular  trade  as  well  as  in 
the  houses  which  now  cater  to  the 
Negro  trade. 


Binkley  Acquires  House 

Amelia,  O.— William  Binkley  has 
taken  over  Montjoy's  theater  at 
Newton,    for   opening    Saturday. 
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THEATERS  OUT  OF  NEB. 
PROPOSED  CHAIN  TAX 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  mark  which  will  force  the  1941 
solons  to  draw  a  bill  placing-  gradu- 
ated tax  on  chain  stores  and  filling 
stations. 

The  tax  is  $10  for  each  unit  up 
to  ten,  and  moves  up  to  $550  per 
unit  for  500  or  more. 

In  the  past,  the  graduated  tax 
measure  on  chains  has  been  intro- 
duced many  times,  and  at  some  time 
during  the  course  of  amendments 
and  committee  recommendations, 
the  circuit  theaters  have  appeared 
to  come  under  similar  provisions. 

However,  by  this  initiative  peti- 
tion, the  course  of  the  legislature  is 
charted,  and  it  cannot  go  outside 
the  chain  stores  and  the  filling  sta- 
tions as  stated  on  the  ballot,  so 
theaters  are  safe. 

The  petition  is  being  circulated 
by  Homer  McGrew,  a  Lincoln  at- 
torney, who  says  no  group  is  back- 
ing him.  He  claims  the  chains  have 
maintained  too  strong  a  lobby  for 
the  43  legislators  to  get  over,  but 
he  believes  this  petition  will  bring 
the  matter  to  the  people  who'll  de- 
mand its  passage. 

Circuits'  only  shudder  is  whether 
or  not  the  petition  might  not  set 
a  precedent. 


Public  Justified  in  Making  Constructive 

Criticism  of  Film  Industry,  Asserts  Hays 

The  public  is  justified  in  making  constructive  criticisms  of  an  industry  which  is 
as  close  to  the  people  as  the  motion  picture  business,  Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  president, 
told  the  Men's  Club  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Rochelle  Tuesday  night. 
As  long  as  the  public  maintains  an  interest  in  pictures,  Hays  said,  there  will  be  a 
steady  rise  in  quality. 

Hollywood  producers  know  their  responsibilities,  Hays  continued,  adding  that  the 
industry  was  striving  to  create  better  product.  The  MPPDA  president  did  not  touch 
on   block-booking   or   the   Government   suit. 


Mich.  Solon  Wants  FCC 

to  Police  Air  Giveaway 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sponsored  program  is  a  lottery  was 
seconded  here  yesterday  by  Rep.  R. 
G.  Tenerowicz  of  Michigan  who 
called  for  "immediate  policing"  of 
the  program  by  the  FCC. 

Rep.  Tenerowicz,  referring  to  the 
Co-operative  Theaters  of  Michigan 
protest  to  the  FCC,  said  that  the 
efforts  thus  far  had  been  futile  "be- 
cause of  legal  loopholes"  and  that 
the  Commission  may  be  unable  to 
act. 

The  Congressman  termed  the  "Pot 
o'  Gold"  program  "a  palpably  un- 
ethical intrusion." 


SLRB  Reserves  Decision 

Plea  was  entered  yesterday  before 
the  SLRB  by  the  TMAT  to  have  the 
recent  election  of  employes  in  the 
Nelson-Renner-Endicott  circuit  set 
aside.  The  TMAT  received  a  setback 
in  both  units  of  the  employes  who 
voted  when  the  election  was  held. 
Decision  was  reserved  by  the  com- 
missioners who  held  the  hearing. 


Salute  to  Metro 

Greenwich,  Conn. — Council  of  Women 
has  passed  a  resolution  commending 
Metro  "for  producing  more  pictures  of 
high  character  which  could  be  endorsed 
from  a  moral  and  psychological  stand- 
point, than  any  other  company,  during 
the   year   1939." 


Denver  Theaters  Can  Give 
3  Autos  on  Single  Night 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

number  drawn  each  Tuesday  night, 
and  if  not  claimed  will  be  carried 
over.  This  will  be  done  until  three 
autos  are  offered,  then  one  will  be 
given  no  matter  how  many  num- 
bers have  to  be  drawn,  with  the 
remaining  two  offered  only  on  the 
first  number  drawn. 

A  change  in  the  cash  giveaway 
will  mean  that  two  $100  awards 
will  be  given,  also  on  Tuesday 
nights,  instead  of  various  amounts 
being   offered   as   in   the   past. 

Fox  Denver  houses  are  also  con- 
tinuing the  double  offer  of  any  "Pot 
O'  Gold"  radio  program  offer,  with 
no  limit  on  amounts,  providing  the 
person  called  is  a  Coloradoan  and  is 
'"i  a  Fox  Denver  house  at  the  time. 
Fox  houses  outside  Denver  and  in 
'he  Intermountain  division  are  of- 
fering to  match  any  "Pot  O'  Gold" 
offer,  but  with  a  weekly  limit  of 
$1,500,  providing  the  person  called 
is   in    a   Fox  house. 

The  Orpheum  is  entering  the 
Tuesday  night  giveaways  with  a 
tieup  with  radio  station  KLZ  and 
Seven  Up,  a  drink,  with  $200  being 
offered  for  suitable  answers  to  ques- 
tions propounded  by  the  announcer. 


Mexican  Producers  Ass'n 
Elects  Jesus  Grovas  Prexy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

las  (Mexican  Association  of  Motion 
Picture  Producers)  to  succeed  Juan 
Pezet,  who  becomes  secretary  with 
Ferdinando  de  Fuentes,  producer- 
director,  as  treasurer. 


Craig   In   Dietrich    Pix 

West    Coast  Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  James  Craig  just 
completed  "River  of  Missing  Men" 
at  Universal  and  has  been  assigned 
one  of  the  male  leads  in  the  next 
Marlene  Dietrich  picture  at  Univer- 
sal where  he  is  under  contract.  Pre- 
vious to  his  Hollywood  work,  Craig 
was  on  the  New  York  stage  and 
lately  worked  in  Guthrie  McClintic's 
"Missouri   Legend." 


"Pinocchio"  Skating  Plug 

Dorothy  Lewis  and  her  troupe 
of  15  skaters  will  appear  today  on 
the_  Rockefeller  rink  in  costumes 
depicting  leading  characters  in 
Walt  Disney's  production  of  "Pi- 
nocchio." Stunt  will  be  staged  be- 
tween 1-3  p.m.  with  Pathe  News 
covering  the   affair. 


Malco  Gets  McGehee  House 

McGehee,  Ark.  —  The  Ritz  The- 
ater has  been  sold  to  the  Malco 
Theaters,  Inc.,  it  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  O.  W.  Clark,  owner 
of  the  building.  Fixtures  and 
equipment  were  sold  by  Mrs.  B. 
Baradel,   who    operated   the   house. 


Richmond  Ball  Feb.  14 

Richmond,  Va. — The  eleventh  an- 
nual Theatrical  Ball,  sponsored  by 
Local  87,  IATSE,  will  be  held  at 
Tantilla  Garden  on  Feb.  14.  Harry 
Jaivis  is  general  chairman  with 
John  Leary,  chairman  of  ticket  com- 
mittee; Tom  Jones,  chairman  of 
Advertising  Committee,  and  Claude 
Wilson,  chairman  of  program  com- 
mittee. Members  of  local  who  are 
taking  active  part  are  L.  C.  Ratliff. 
Tom  Murphy,  Jim  Evans.  Earl  Clay- 
tor,  Stewart  Atkisson,  Charles  Col- 
gin.  Joe  LaPrade,  Bill  Walsh.  Frank 
Mathews,  C.  C.  Leibs,  Kenneth 
Sickinger,  Dan  Anderson,  Otis 
Bugs-,  Joe  Beard,  Louis  Levin,  B. 
W.   McCann  and  John  Claytor. 


ITALY'S  NEW  PICTURE 
SETUP  UNFAVORABLE 


Warners  Lease  la.  House 

New  Hampton,  la.  —  The  New 
Hampton  Firemen's  theater  nego- 
tiated a  10-year  lease  with  War- 
ners, represented  by  Harry  Herman 
of  Des  Moines,  at  $300  a  month. 
E.  C.  Patten,  present  lessee,  has 
been  paying  $175  a  month.  The 
new  lease  will  begin  May  15. 


White  at  20th-Fox 

Wet    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Robertson  White  is 
now  at  20th  Century-Fox  where 
he  is  working  on  the  screenplay 
of  "Charlie  Chan's  Oriental  Cruise'" 
which  goes  into  production  the  end 
of    this    month. 


Coney  Island  House  Burns 

The  Mardi  Gras,  1,000  seat  house 
in  Coney  Island  operated  by  the 
G  and  A  Holding  Corp.,  was  de- 
stroyed yesterday  by  fire.  Two 
story  building  which  housed  the 
theater  was  built  50  years  ago. 
Origin  of  the  fire  was  not  deter- 
mined. 


Coal  Co.  Sells  to  Circuit 

Pittsburgh — The  Nemacolin  The- 
ater in  Nemacolin,  operated  by  the 
Buckeye  Coal  Co.  for  many  years, 
has  been  taken  over  by  the  Ideal 
Amusement  Co.,  Johnstown  circuit, 
headed  by  Vernon  F.  Scott.  Duff 
Burdge  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager   of   the    Nemacolin. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

more  "oppressive"  than  those  which 
sprang  from  the  Decree  of  Sept.  4, 
1938,  which  was  responsible  for  the 
withdrawal  of  American  films  £^m 
the  Italian  market.  *■> 

"If  American  companies  couldn't 
do  business  under  the  1938  decree, 
they  even  more  certainly  can't  under 
the  new  one,"  it  was  explained. 

According  to  Rome  dispatches 
the  new  Italian  film  monopoly  group 
has  laid  aside  a  million  lire  for  the 
purchase  of  American  pictures.  This 
means  that  a  sum  in  American  dol- 
lars of  only  $50,500  has  thus  been 
provided  for  film  purchases,  figured 
on  yesterday's  published  foreign  ex- 
change quotations. 

The  consensus  of  company  chan- 
nels here  is  that  the  new  Italian 
move  is  "fantastic."  Admittedly, 
however,  full  examination  of  the  de- 
cree's ramifications  is  taking  place. 


Affiliated  Circuit  Houses 
in  Milwaukee  Area  at  101 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

film  attorney.  Total  number  of 
seats  in  the  affiliated  circuit  houses 
is    99,926. 

The  independent  circuit  theaters 
in  Wisconsin  total  42  with  a  seat- 
ing total  of  25  939;  while  in  upper 
Michigan  the  respective  figures  are 
13  for  a  total  of  9,431  seats.  The 
independent  theaters  in  Wisconsin 
number  the  largest  of  all,  305,  seat- 
ing 149,563;  while  in  upper  Michi- 
gan there  are  36  independent  houses 
seating   14,204. 

Forty-seven  of  the  497  houses  in 
Milwaukee  territory  are  listed  as 
dark. 


GWTW  Clicks  In  Denver 

Denver — "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
played  to  three  packed  houses  here 
yesterday  at  the  Orpheum  and  the 
street  at  night  was  packed  for  the 
gala  opening.  Indications  are  that 
the  entire  first  week  will  see  the 
house  jammed. 


Morros  to  Star  Artie  Shaw 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Boris  Morros  plans  to 
make  a  feature  based  on  the  life  of 
Artie  Shaw  in  which  he  will  star  the 
band  leader  himself. 


79  :  10  :  :  501  :  5 

Lincoln,  Neb. — "Ten  Best"  poll  after- 
math: 

Sometimes  a  better  job  of  picking 
pictures  can  be  done  by  staying  away 
from  them.  Richard  Veach,  15-year- 
old  Grafton,  Neb.  high  school  boy, 
picked  all  10  films  in  the  Sunday  Journal 
and  Star's  annual  local  poll  in  conjunc- 
tion with  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  symposium. 

Barney  Oldfield,  motion  picture  edi- 
tor of  the  sheet,  picked  only  five. 
Veach  saw  79  films  during  the  year, 
and  Oldfield  501. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Jury 

Our  case  rests-  The  power  and 
ability  of  a  great  studio  is  again 
revealed  in  the  case  of 


// 


I  TAKE 


THIS  WOMAN 


// 


.  si. 


We  are  prepared  to  state  emphatically  that  "I 
TAKE  THIS  WOMAN"  is  one  of  the  year's 
outstanding  attractions.  Screen  it  for  yourself 
and  we  know  your  showmanship  sense  will  agree. 


We  know  that  "I  TAKE  THIS  WOMAN "  will 
make  you  prouder  than  ever  that  you  have  an 
M'G-M  contract.  It  shows  how  a  great  organi- 
zation can  come  through.  SPENCER  TRACY 


gives  one  of  the  finest  performances  of  his 
magnificent  career. 

HEDY  LAMARR  is  a  dream  of  beauty  and  her 
work  will  make  the  public  and  critics  applaud  her. 

Congratulations  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II,  for  the  splen- 
did direction.  Also  James  K.  McGuinness  for  his 
screen  play  from  Charles  McArthur's  story. 


We   know  what  we're   talking   about  when 
we  say  that — 


«fe. 


YOU'LL  BE  PROUD  OF 


SPENCER  TRACY  and 

HEDY  LAMARR  ,„ 
I  TAKE  THIS  WOMAN 

(A  Metro*Goldwyn*Mayer  Picture) 


M 
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(Review  reprinted  from 
THE  FILM  DAILY  of  Jan.  5) 

The  Fighting  69th' 


.  ~*ith    Pat   O'Brien,   James   Cagney, 
~f  George  Brent 

Warners  90  Mins. 

OUTSTANDING,  DISTINCTIVE  WAR 
PICTURE  SHOULD  SCORE  BRILLIANTLY 
AT  THE  BOX-OFFICE. 

Put  this  down  in  the  book:  "The  Fight- 
ing 69th"  is  an  outstanding,  distinctive 
war  picture,  taking  rank  with  the  best  in 
the  screen's  history.  Endowed  with  a 
closely  knit  story  which  hews  faithfully  to 
the  regimental  line,  its  drama  cannily  re- 
lieved by  service  comedy,  and  moving  for- 
ward as  irresistibly  as  the  69th  on  many 
a  battlefield,  the  picture  should  score  bril- 
liantly at  the  box-office.  And  this  despite 
the  absence  of  boy-meets-girl  and  further, 
the  complete  lack  of  femininity  in  cast.  As 
a  substitute  for  conventional  romance,  the 
picture  generously  proffers  three  things: 
First,  the  saga  of  a  valorous  regiment.  Sec- 
ondly, a  finely  etched  character  study  of 
the  gallant  chaplain,  the  well  beloved 
Father  Francis  Patrick  Duffy.  Thirdly,  the 
simple  story  of  the  complex  Jerry  Plunkett, 
regimental  thorn-in-the-flesh.  As  this  re- 
viewer sees  it,  that  is  enough  and  more. 
In  translating  into  terms'of  cinematic  action 
the  World  War  chronicle  of  the  69th, 
Warners  confronted  a  monumental  task. 
Few  regiments  in  American  military  history 
have  so  distinguished  a  service  record;  few 
regiments  are  so  imbued  with  so  fierce  a 
loyalty.  Add  to  that  the  fact  that  there 
are  alive  today  not  only  those  who  figure 
prominently  in  the  story  but  countless  others 
whose  prototypes  again,  by  Hollywood  magic, 
fight  in  the  bloody  Argonne;  add,  too,  the 
vivid  memories  of  Father  Duffy  and  of 
Joyce  Kilmer,  and  you  have  a  fair  concept 
of  the  challenge  faced.  It  has  been  fully 
met,  not  only  by  Norman  Reilly  Raine, 
Fred  Niblo,  Jr.,  and  Deah  Franklin  who 
fashioned  the  original  story,  but  by  Jack 
L.  Warner,  Hal  B.  Wallis  and  Louis  F. 
Edelman  on  the  production  side,  by  Director 
William  Keighley  and  his  aide,  Frank  Heath, 
by  Tony  Gaudio,  responsible  for  magnificent 
camera  work,  and  by  as  perfectly  tailored 
a  cast  as  you'd  find  in  all  filmland.  Say 
that  Pat  O'Brien  was  born  to  portray,  rev- 
erently and  humanly,  Father  Duffy  and  you 
won't  be  far  wrong.  Say  that  James 
Cagney  instills  the  breath  of  life  into  the 
fictional  Plunkett  (fictional?  wasn't  there 
one  in  every  regiment!)  and  who  is  there 
to  deny?  Say  that  George  Brent  is  "Wild 
Bill"  Donovan  to  the  very  life,  that  Jeffrey 
Lynn  catches  the  essence  of  Joyce  Kilmer, 
soldier-poet,  that  Alan  Hale,  Frank  Mc- 
Hugh,  Dennis  Morgan,  Dick  Foran,  William 
Lundigan,  Sammy  Cohen  and  the  many 
others  bring  back  the  old  Fighting  69th  and. 
again,  who  is  there  to  deny?  From  Camp 
Mills,  where  the  regiment  prepared  for 
"over  there,"  through  days  and  nights  of 
battle,  finding  a  bloody  climax  in  the  Ar- 
gonne, finally  to  New  York's  Victory  Pa- 
rade, the  saga  progresses,  the  tempo  so 
expertly    maintained    that    the    90    minutes 


'Life  On  The 
Hortobagy" 

with  Janos  Onega,   Mrs.  Janos  Cinega 
Jewel  Productions  79  Mins. 

PASTORAL  HUNGARIAN  FILM  LACK- 
ING IN  DRAMA  FAILS  TO  BE  ENTER- 
TAINING. 

More  of  a  travelogue  in  some  aspects  than 
a  feature  picture,  this  new  Hungarian  re- 
lease may  please  the  Magyar  fans,  but  it 
fails  to  be  very  entertaining.  Picture  is 
an  interesting  travelogue  in  presenting  the 
people  and  life  on  the  Hungarian  plains, 
but  its  dramatic  aspects  fall  flat  as  the 
actors  are  not  convincing  and  the  general 
technique  of  the  film  is  poor.  Janos 
Cinega  and  his  wife  head  the  cast.  Film 
uses  the  angle  of  old  and  new  in  doing 
business  as  a  theme,  with  Cinega's  son  at- 
tempting to  sway  his  father  to  modern 
methods  of  doing  things. 

CAST:  Janos  Cinega,  Mrs.  Janos  Cinega, 
Istvan  Kanyasi,  Margit  Szincsak,  Mihaly 
Nagy,  Janos  Sarkany,  Imre  Kovacs,  Mrs.  Imre 
Kovacs,  L.  Kelemen,   Istvan  Veres. 

CREDITS:  Hollering  Production;  Direc- 
tor, George  M.  Hollering.  Presented  at  the 
Cameo  Theater  with  Hungarian  dialogue 
and    English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Fair. 


of  screen  time  seem  like  60.  The  per- 
sonal story  of  Jerry  Plunkett  essentially  is 
one  of  regeneration,  spiritual  no  less  than 
moral.  A  scoffer,  a  braggart,  psychologically 
unfit  for  the  front,  Jerry  heroically  redeems 
himself,  dies  a  hero's  death  instead  of  be- 
fore a  regimental  firing  squad.  His  feat: 
Operating  a  Stokes  gun,  he  saves  the  69th 
from  decimation,  enables  it  to  achieve  its 
Argonne  objective.  There  are  many  stand- 
out scenes.  Unforgettable  is  the  scene  in 
which  Lynn  reads  Joyce's  "Rouge  Bouquet." 
Unforgettable,  too,  the  scene  in  which 
O'Brien  reads  the  Hebrew  prayer  to  little 
"Mike  Murphy,"  born  Mischa  Moskiewicz. 
And  graven  deeply,  certainly,  is  the  fitting 
finale  which  finds  O'Brien,  beside  the  Duffy 
Memorial  in  Times  Square,  uttering  a  prayer 
for  peace.  Truly  a  brilliant  example  of 
screencraft,   this   "The   Fighting  69th." 

CAST:  James  Cagney,  Pat  O'Brien, 
George  Brent,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Alan  Hale, 
Frank  McHugh,  Dennis  Morgan,  Dick  Foran, 
William  Lundigan,  "Big  Boy"  Williams,  John 
Litel,  Henry  O'Neill,  Sammy  Cohen,  Har- 
vey Stephens,  Charles  Trowbridge,  DeWolf 
Hopper,  Tom   Dugan,   Frank  Wilcox. 

CREDITS:  In  charge  of  production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B. 
Wallis;  Associate  Producer,  Louis  F.  Edel- 
man; Original  Screenplay  by  Norman  Reilly 
Raine,  Fred  Niblo,  Jr.,  and  Deah  Franklin; 
Director,  William  Keighley;  Assistant,  Frank 
Heath;  Cameraman,  Tony  Gaudio;  Technical 
Advisors,  Capt.  John  T.  Prout  and  Mark 
White;  Special  Effects,  Byron  Haskin  and 
Rex  Wimpy;  Editor,  Owen  Marks. 

DIRECTION,  Aces.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
The  Best. 


"Uz  Bence" 

with  Paul  Javor,  Bella  Bordy 
Hungaria  Pictures  85  Mins. 

COMBINATION  COMEDY  -  DRAMA 
PLEADS  CASE  OF  HUNGARIANS  NOW  IN 
ROUMANIA. 

Although  this  new  Hungarian  film  does 
not  loudly  claim  that  all  Magyars  living  in 
territory  ceded  to  Roumania  after  the  war 
should  be  immediately  returned,  it  pleads 
the  case  in  effective  fashion.  Situations 
are  created  to  show  the  superiority  of  the 
Hungarians  over  the  Roumanians.  Film  has 
amusing  comedy  and  many  pictorially  love- 
ly scenes  that  will  give  Magyars  here  a 
nostalgic  feeling  for  their  native  land.  Paul 
Javor  is  fine  in  his  role  and  Bella  Bordy  is 
attractive  and  capable.  Remainder  of  the 
cast  comprises  a  number  of  Magyar  fav- 
orites, all  of  whom  are  fine  players. 

CAST:  Paul  Javor,  Bella  Bordy,  Laszlo 
Szilassy,  Gero  Maly,  Zsoka  Olvedy,  Zoltan 
Gregus,   Tivadar   Bilincsy,   Sandor   Tompa. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Hunnia  Master 
Films;  Director,  Jeno  Csepreghy.  Presented 
at  the  Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian 
dialogue   and    no    English    titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"La  Ley  Que 
Olvidaron" 

(Forgotten  Law) 
with    Libertad    Lamarque,    Santiago    Arrieta 
M.  Kunszler  79  Mins. 

SINCERE  PERFORMANCES  BY  ABLE 
CAST  OVERCOME  WEAK  STORY  MA- 
TERIAL. 

Although  the  story  material  used  in  this 
film  is  old,  sincere  performances  by  an  able 
cast  make  it  entertaining  screenfare  for 
the  Spanish  fans.  Picture  does  not  have 
any  English  titles,  necessarily  limiting  its 
exhibition  scope.  Libertad  Lamarque,  well 
known  for  her  charming  singing  voice,  dis- 
plays dramatic  ability  in  addition  to  her 
voice  in  this  release.  Santiago  Arrieta  is 
able  opposite  Miss  Lamarque.  Story  con- 
cerns Miss  Lamarque's  enforced  motherhood 
when  she  is  forced  to  appear  as  the  mother 
of  an  illegitimate  baby  born  to  the  daughter 
of  the  proprietress  in  the  boarding  house 
where  she  works.  Picture  has  a  neat  solution 
for  all  the  difficulties  involved. 

CAST:  Libertad  Lamarque,  Santiago  Ar- 
rieta, Herminia  Franco,  Pepita  Munoz,  Jose 
Maz.lli,  Oscar  Soldati,  Carmen  Mendez, 
Maria   Vitaliani,    Juan    Carrara,   Z.    Cariroli. 

CREDITS:  Side  Production;  Director,  Jose 
A.  Ferreyra.  Presented  at  the  48th  St. 
Theater  with  Spanish  dialogue  and  no  Eng- 
lish titles. 

DIRECTION,  O.K.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Solether  Gets  Hudson  House 

Hudson,  0.— C.  H.  Giles,  owner 
of  the  Buss  Block,  has  awarded 
contracts  in  the  amount  of  $25,- 
000  to  remodel  his  building  into 
a  450-foot  film  theater.  The  the- 
ater, to  be  completed  in  May,  has 
been  leased  by  Loren  B.  Solether, 
owner  of  the  Falls  Theater,  Cha- 
grin   Falls. 


*  COmflKRCIAL  ft 


"The  Green  Hand" 

(ATLANTA   PREVIEW) 

with  All-Georgia  Amateur  Cast 

Future  Farmers  of  America  90  Mins. 

OUTSTANDING  VISUAL  EDUCATION 
FEATURE  PIONEERS  IN  THE  COMMER- 
CIAL  FIELD. 

Mark  this  one  down  as  a  pioneer  effort 
that  will  have  marked  effect  upon  both 
the  visual  education  and  commercial  film 
fields.  Sponsored  by  the  Future  Farmers 
of  America,  it  is  designed  for  theatrical 
distribution  as  well  as  for  exhibition  by  the 
F  F  of  A's  chapters  throughout  the  United 
States.  Film  was  produced  in  eight  weeks 
by  the  C.  L.  Venord  Co.  of  Peoria,  III., 
with  a  cast  of  259  Georgians,  including 
members  of  Georgia  chapters  of  the  Future 
Farmers,  educators  and  students  of  the 
University  of  Georgia's  College  of  Agricul- 
ture. "Angel"  is  understood  to  have  been 
the  Chicago  mail  order  house  of  Sears,  Roe- 
buck. Unlike  most  films  with  claims  to 
visual  education  value  and  a  commercial 
slant,  "The  Green  Hand"  is  an  adaptation 
of  Dean  Paul  Chapman's  book  by  the  same 
title,  and  its  plug  for  scientific  farming 
methods  and  a  better  type  of  American 
agriculture  is  romance-coated.  Story  deals 
with  a  wayward  farm  boy  (Alpha  Fowler, 
Jr.)  who,  after  accidentally  shooting  his 
school  principal  and  standing  trial,  is  per- 
suaded by  his  teacher  to  join  the  Future 
Farmers  of  America.  In  that  organization, 
he  gains  glory  by  winning  the  national 
Future  Farmers  of  America  oratorical  con- 
test and  paying  off  the  mortgage  on  his 
home.  There's  a  boy-meets-girl  twist,  the 
heroine  being  played  by  Betty  Johnson. 
Treatment  and  production  values  may  not 
be  exactly  Hollywoodian,  but  for  farming 
communities,  the  pix  has  possibilities.  More 
importantly  still,  it  points  the  way  to  com- 
mercial  producers. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

To  Fete  Mary  Howard  at  Ball 

Middlesboro,  Ky. — Gov.  Keen  John- 
son will  play  host  to  Mary  Howard, 
one  of  the  featured  players  in  RKO 
Radio's  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  at 
a  ball  at  the  Hotel  Cumberland  to- 
morrow. Event  will  inaugurate  the 
festivities  in  connection  with  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  Lincoln  Me- 
morial University  and  that  of  Mid- 
dlesboro. Southern  States  premiere 
of  "Abe  Lincoln"  takes  place  Satur- 
day at  Harrogate,  Tenn. 


Schneider  Will  Triple 

Ben  Schneider,  of  the  New  York 
World-Telegram,  has  been  appointed 
drama-movie-amusement  editor  of 
Seward  Brisbane's  Civil  Service 
Leader.  He  retains  his  connection 
with  the  World-Telegram  and  con- 
tinues as  Broadway  columnist 
(Brodway  Hi-Lites)  for  Cara- 
van, the  magazine  distributed  by 
the  Hitz  Hotel  chain. 


<< 


All-time  opening  record 
of  New  York's  Rivoli 
smashed  by  biggest 
business  in  entire  22- 
year  history  of  theatre! 
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"City  Of  Chance" 

with  Lynn  Bari,  Donald  Woods 
20th-Fox  57   Mins. 

WELL-PACED  ACTION  MELLER  WITH 
ABLE  CAST  WILL  SERVE  NICELY  ON  ANY 
BILL. 

Snappily  paced,  with  plenty  of  action  and 
an  able  cast  to  keep  the  ball  rolling,  this 
picture  w!ll  serve  nicely  on  any  bill.  The 
cast  is  pleasing,  including  Lynn  Bari,  C. 
Aubrey  Smith,  Donald  Woods,  Amanda 
Duff,  June  Gale,  Richard  Lane,  Robert 
Lowery  and  Alexander  D'Arcy.  Director 
Ricardo  Cortez  gives  the  film  a  snappy  pace 
and  the  story  provides  plenty  of  action. 
Miss  Bari,  a  reporter,  crashes  an  exclusive 
gambling  club  to  get  an  inside  story  for 
her  paper  and  the  police.  Woods,  the 
owner,  is  attempting  to  make  his  fortune  the 
easy  way.  Smith  is  a  gentleman  gambler 
of  the  old  school.  Lane,  a  gangster,  who 
has  sent  a  hired  hand  to  rub  out  Woods 
when  he  won't  sell  to  him.  Miss  Duff 
and  Lowery,  a  young  married  couple,  are 
also  in  the  place,  with  D'Arcy  blackmailing 
the  girl  on  an  old  score.  Wrap  up  these 
characters  and  you  can  readily  imagine  that 
the  complete  package  contains  plenty  of 
emotion,  excitement,  drama  and  suspense 
before   the   climax. 

CAST:  Lynn  Bari,  Amanda  Duff,  C  Au- 
brey Smith,  Donald  Woods,  June  Gale,  Rich- 
ard Lane,  Robert  Lowery,  Alexander  D'Arcy, 
Harry  Shannon,  George  Douglas,  Edward 
Marr,  Robert  Allen,  Charlotte  Wynters,  Nora 
Lane. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  Wurtzel;  Direc- 
tor, Ricardo  Cortez;  Original  Screenplay, 
John  Larkin  and  Barry  Trivers;  Cameraman, 
Lucien   Andriot;   Editor,    Norman   Colbert. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

New  House  for  M  &  P 

Brighton,  Mass.  —  Final  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  new  Cir- 
cle Theater  in  Cleveland  Circle, 
Chestnut  Hill,  have  been  completed 
by  Architects  Krokyn  and  Browne. 
The  theater  will  be  managed  by 
M  &  P  Theaters   Corp. 


$600  Less  for  Va.  Censors 

Richmond,  Va.  —  In  his  budget 
recommendations  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, Governor  James  Price  in- 
cluded the  annual  appropriation  of 
$42,415  for  the  Division  of  Motion 
Picture  Censorship,  which  is  a  de- 
crease of  $600  under  the  present 
biennium. 


Horn  Falls  Through  Ice 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  Charles  S. 
Horn,  Jr.,  operator  of  film  theaters 
in  Lewes  and  Rehoboth,  was  unhurt 
though  plunged  into  the  chill  waters 
of  Assawoman  Bay  when  ice  buck- 
led beneath  him  while  he  was  sail 
skating. 

Kerasotes  Bros.  Add  Two 

Chillicothe,  111.— The  Palace  and 
Sunset  theaters  were  recently  sold 
by  Frank  J.  Rolan  to  the  Kera- 
sotes   Brothers     circuit. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"That  Inferior  Feeling" 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Riotous  Benchley  Comedy 

To  be  a  man  or  a  mouse,  is  the 
problem  confronting  Robert  Bench- 
ley  in  his  latest  Metro  release,  one 
of  his  funniest.  Portraying  that 
great  American,  Joe  Doakes,  Mr. 
Benchley  takes  us  through  the 
emergencies  such  a  man  faces  in  his 
lifetime.  Marriage  and  fumbling 
for  the  ring;  registration  at  a  hotel 
with  a  slightly  fresh  room  clerk 
making  the  situation  embarrassing; 
trying  to  find  out  what  time  a  train 
leaves  without  asking  one  of  the 
trainmen  so  you  will  not  appear 
stupid;  and  cashing  a  check  in  a 
strange  bank.  These  incidents  and 
others  provide  Benchley  with  a  high- 
ly fertile  field  in  which  to  cringe 
and  blunder.     Audiences  will  howl. 


"Touchdown  Review" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Good  Football  Number 

Sports  commentator  .  Bill  Slater 
gives  the  public  an  interesting  in- 
sight into  the  game  of  football  in 
this  reel,  which  introduces  a  number 
of  the  nation's  top  ranking  coaches. 
The  camera  recaptures  all  the  razzle 
dazzle  of  big  time  college  football, 
including  the  highlight  plays  of  -  a 
number  of  the  most  thrilling  games 
of  the  past  season.  Slow  motion  and 
camera  stops  analyzing  the  plays, 
showing  why  they  were  successful. 


"Land  of  Alaska  Nellie" 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Interesting  Traveltalk 

This  latest  of  the  James  A.  Fitz- 
Patrick  Traveltalk  series  takes  us  up 
to  Alaska,  where  we  meet  Nellie 
Neal-Lawing,  one  of  the  country's 
most  famous  pioneers.  Reel  opens 
with  some  magnificent  shots  of  the 
inland  waterway  that  is  Alaska's 
gateway  by  sea,  and  Seward,  rail- 
head for  the  interior.    We  go  inland 


to  Lawing,  a  town  of  26  residents. 
Here  we  meet  Nellie  and  her  road- 
house,  most  famous  in  the  country. 
Her  history  is  highly  interesting  and 
the  Technicolor  does  the  Alaskan 
countryside  full  justice. 


"Xochimilco" 

Atlas  Film  Exchange  11  mins. 

Fine  Travelogue 

Story  of  the  Aztecs,  once  over- 
lords of  all  that  is  now  Mexico,  is 
one  of  the  most  fascinating  chapters 
in  the  history  of  the  new  world.  This 
short  not  only  shows  the  fabulous 
floating  gardens  of  Mexico  City  built 
originally  by  the  Aztecs,  but  it  also 
serves  as  a  connecting  link  with  a 
glamorous  past.  Fine  cross  section 
of  Mexican  life  is  shown,  with  a 
carnival  of  markets  and  dancing 
passing  in  a  never  ending  parade 
of  gaiety  and  color  through  the 
gardens.  Max  Urban  produced  the 
reel. 


"The  Pyramids  of  Mexico" 

Atlas  Film  Exchange  11  mins. 

Interesting  Travel  Reel 

Short  is  laid  in  the  Mexican  ruins 
of  the  once  mighty  Aztec  civiliza- 
tion. Teocalis,  excavated  at  the  foot 
of  towering  Mt.  Popocatepetl,  is  par- 
ticularly interesting  as  it  was  the 
place  of  worship  to  the  sun  god. 
Many  other  wonders  of  this  lost 
civilization  are  also  shown.  Entire 
reel  is  of  great  interest.  Max  Urban 
produced. 


"Judo  Experts" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Good  Sport  Reel 

The  ancient  and  honorable  sport 
of  Jiu  Jitsu  and  Judo  are  ably  demon- 
strated in  this  reel  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public.  Ted  Husing  gives  an 
interesting  commentary  and  the  reel 
should  prove  of  interest  to  any  type 
of  audience.  It  shows  defense 
against  a  number  of  attacks  and 
clearly  shows  that  a  small  man  can 
master  a  larger  opponent  if  he 
knows  how  to  do  it. 


Columbia  Promotes  Campos 

Mexico,  D.  F.— Rafael  Sevilla 
Campos,  for  many  years  sales  man- 
ager and  booker  for  Columbia's  Mex- 
ican exchange  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  to  succeed  Charles 
Kussiel. 


Minnesota  to  Benzes? 

Minnepolis — If  the  Benz  inter- 
ests close  a  deal  to  take  over  the 
4,000-seat  Minneapolis  theater, 
house  will  have  a  stage-film  policy, 
it  is   reported. 


Cooper  Takes  Cole  House 

Cleveland  —  Eldred  B.  Cooper, 
former  theater  owner  of  Youngs- 
town  and  Ashtabula,  has  taken 
over  the  Arion  Theater  from  Ed 
Cole. 


Negro  House  for  Toledo 

Toledo,  O.— The  Dixie  Theater, 
Toledo's  newest  neighborhood  house, 
and  the  first  house  catering  to  col- 
ored patrons,  has  opened  in  a  build- 
ing which  housed  the  National  the- 
ater about  20  years  ago.  Everett 
D.  Stutz  has  leased  the  property 
for    20    years. 


To  Reopen  In  Morehead 

Morehead,  Ky—  Lou  Mills  of  the 
Mills  Theater,  Olive  Hill,  will  re- 
open   the     Cosy,     closed    for    some 

time. 


Nordquist  Sells  to  Reed 

Pittsburgh  —  J.  A.  Nordquist, 
Veteran  exhib.  in  this  territory, 
has  sold  the  Shinglehouse  Theater, 
Shinglehouse,    ot    F.    Kenyen    Reed. 


KY.  BILL  PROPOSES 
"CENSOR  CONGRESS" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

reel,  not  exceeding  1,000  feet,  would 
be  charged.  Another  $1  would  be 
charged  for  each  additional  l.P°Q 
feet  or  fraction  thereof.  Fhy  re 
provided  for  violations.  I  ' 

The  three  -  member  censorship 
board  would  be  placed  in  the  De- 
partment of  Education.  Members 
would  be  appointed  by  the  Governor 
"to  serve  during  his  pleasure,"  and 
would  receive  expenses  but  no  pay. 

One  section  of  the  bill  allows  the 
Board  to  work  with  such  boards  in 
other  states  as  a  "Censor  Congress," 
and  the  congress  action  would  be 
taken  as  that  of  the  State  Board. 

The  bill  took  Louisville  theater 
interests  by  surprise,  and  indications 
there  were  that  it  would  meet  vigor- 
ous opposition. 

Jesse  L.  Lausman,  acting  head  of 
the  Kentucky  Theater  Business 
Ass'n  said  his  group  was  not  suffi- 
ciently organized  to  take  part  in 
the  actual  fight,  but  said  the  bill 
had  his  disapproval. 

In  another  bill  affecting  theaters, 
Senator  Rodman  W.  Keenon  of  Lex- 
ington has  proposed  repeal  of  a  1938 
act  legalizing  "cash  prize  nights." 


Alba  Films  to  Handle 

Spanish   Pix   In   Mexico 

Mexico,  D.  F. — A  new  company 
has  just  been  established  here  for  the 
distribution  of  Spanish-made  pictures 
«nd  which  will  be  known  as  Alba 
Films.  It  plans  to  present  from 
12   to    20   new    Spanish   productions 


Shapiro  Turns  Politician 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Victor  Shapiro  has 
been  appointed  publicitv  relations 
director  for  Lieut.  Gov.  Ellis  E.  Pat- 
terson in  his  campaign  for  United 
States  Senator.  Shapiro  will  also 
function  on  the  strategy  committee. 


New  Spanish  Trade   Paper 

Empresario  Internacional,  new  bi- 
monthly business  magazine  covering 
the  amusement  industries  in  all 
Spanish-reading  countries,  will  make 
its  appearance  in  March,  published 
by  Specialized  Export  Publications, 
Inc.,  220  W.  42nd  St. 


Pavone  Leaves  Warners 

New  Haven — -John  Pavone,  War- 
ner exchange  salesman,  has  re- 
signed, after  17  years  with  First 
National  and  Warner  in  this  terri- 
tory in  various  capacities,  and  al- 
most 25  years  on  Meadow  Street. 


Wilby-Kincey  Buys 

Charlotte  —  The  Wilby-Kincey 
interests  have  acquired  control  of 
the  Carolina  in  Lumberton,  N.  C, 
which  has  been  operated  many 
years  by  the  Anderson  Theaters, 
Inc.,    of    Dillon,    S.    C. 


Thursday,  January  25,  1940 


DAILY 


15 


HEAVY  SNOW  HITS  BIZ, 
DELIVERIES  UP-STATE 


U.  S.  Dailies  Open  Fire  on  Neely  Bill;  PGA  FINDS  FEATURES 
Assert  It  Won't  Help  But  Hurt  Films     STATIONARY  IN  1939 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
slightly  yesterday,  but  Smith-How- 
'ell,  only  ,+  'acker  covering  the  terri- 
toi  ~7'^J,*i  prints,  has  been  unable 
to  ^Jwthrough  the  20-foot  drifts. 
'Films  are  being  expressed  two  days 
in  advance  to  Watertown,  Sacketts 
Harbor,  Adams,  Carthage,  Canton, 
Potsdam,  Gouverneur,  Norfolk,  Nor- 
wood, Massena,  Ogdensburg,  and 
Clayton.  Trains  are  the  only  trans- 
portation getting  through  and  they 
are  running  hours  late. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  moun- 
tains there  is  plenty  of  snow  but 
the  trucks  are  getting  through  with 
prints  and  exchanges  claim  that  no 
houses  have  had  to  go  dark.  Early 
in  the  week,  slow  return  of  prints 
,from  the  North  forced  exchanges,  in 
some  cases,  to  drive  the  film  to  near- 
by localities. 


Buffalo — Business  in  this  terri- 
tory is  said  to  be  from  60  to  80 
per  cent  off  because  of  the  heavy 
snow  storm  which  hit  this  area  last 
;week-end.  Carriers  have  been  able 
to  get  prints  through  so  far.  Con- 
ditions were  somewhat  improved 
yesterday  but  a  new  storm  is  fore- 
cast for  the  region.  Sub-zero  tem- 
peratures, not  the  snow,  is  cause  of 
decline  in  theater  attendance,  ex- 
hibitors say. 


Movie  Trade  Scrip  is  New 
Theater   Stimulation    Plan 


Kansas  City  —  A  new  admission 
stimulation  plan,  known  as  Movie 
Trade  Scrip,  is  being  launched  here. 
Scrip  is  issued  by  theaters  sponsor- 
ing the  plan  and  is  redeemed  at  full 
face  value  by  merchants  cooperating 
with  the  theaters.  A  theater  also 
may  accept  the  scrip  at  full  face  val- 
ue on  all  or  part  payment  of  admis- 
sions at  its  box  office  for  any  per- 
formance. Under  the  plan,  it  is  pos- 
sible to  obtain  Movie  Trade  Scrip  in 
any  denomination,  scaled  according 
to  the  theater's  admission  price,  al- 
though 5  cents  appears  to  be  the 
most  popular. 

Originators  of  the  Scrip  plan  are 
'Julian  Kirk  and  Arthur  Haysler. 


Amusement  Tax  Urged 

Toronto — A  resolution  unanimous- 
ly passed  by  the  Brant  County  Coun- 
cil, calls  for  the  reimposition  of  the 
amusement  tax  on  all  forms  of 
amusements  and  entertainment,  with 
the  express  exception  of  amateur 
sports  and  entertainments.  The 
revenue  thus  derived  should  be  ear- 
marked for  hospital  and  public 
health  expenditures. 


Smalley  to  Build  Two 

Cooperstown,  N.  Y. — W.  C.  Smal- 
ley, head  of  Smalley's  Theaters,  Inc., 
is  planning  the  erection  of  two  new 
theaters  during  1940.  Circuit  reno- 
vated  four  last  year. 


(Continued 
ture  columns,  the  Neely  bill  and 
the  claims  made  for  and  against  it 
are  coming  in  for  close  scrutiny,  in- 
dicating that  when  the  House  In- 
terstate Commerce  Committee  in- 
augurates its  public  hearings,  prob- 
ably in  mid-February,  the  sessions 
will  get  unusual  press  association 
coverage. 

While  the  tenor  of  the  editorial 
comment  is  not  unanimous,  sam- 
pling reflects  a  "show  me"  attitude 
on  the  part  of  the  press,  with  the 
majority  of  editorial  writers  and 
columnists  evidently  dubious  that 
legislative  tinkering  with  the  indus- 
try would  bring     benefits. 

Digest  of  recent  editorial  and 
columnar  comment  follows: 

Dallas  News  (John  Rosenfield): 
"Advocates  of  the  Neely  bill  say 
that  the  proposed  law  will  guar- 
antee decency.  We  say  it  won't  do 
any  such  thing.  We  ask  only  that 
the  advocates  of  the  Neely  bill  lay 
their  cards  on  the  table  and  quit 
threatening  the  movies  with  further 
stifling   inhibitions." 

Newark  Call:  "Like  many  well- 
meant  reforms,  this  one  has  been 
drafted  by  inexpert,  insufficiently 
informed  persons,  whose  $KH"k  prom- 
ises to  make  a  bad  situation  worse. 
More  sensible,  probably,  would  be 
the  appointment  of  a  federal  com- 
mission to  make  a  careful  study 
and  evolve  a  reform  which  would 
cure  the  patient  without  giving  him 
a  lot  of  new  diseases." 

New  London  (Conn.)  Day :  "The 
issue  involved,  in  other  words,  is 
extremely  complicated  and  some- 
times wholly  misunderstood.  It  be- 
hooves Congress,  quite  obviously,  to 
investigate  the  matter  as  fully  as 
possible,  before  acting  upon  the  bill. 
Some  of  the  practices  of  the  motion 
picture  industry,  in  the  sale  of  pic- 
tures produced,  doubtless  need  an 
airing.  (Some  of  the  pictures  pro- 
duced do, .  for  that  matter).  But 
drastic,  unheeding  action  is  not  ad- 
visable, certainly  without  the  fullest 
information  about  the  facts  in  the 
case." 

White  Plains  Reporter  CW^Liv- 
ingston  Larned) :  "Here  is  a  bit  of 
thinking-out-loud:  are  these  the 
most  propitious  times,  with  more 
than  half  the  world  in  arms,  to 
stir  up  trouble  with  various  lines  of 
business,  handicapped  in  any  event, 
and  having  a  struggle  to  exist?  It 
is  true,  that  whatever  the  present 
system,  the  public  benefits,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  movies.  Never  have 
pictures  been  better,  never  have  they 
cost  less  in  proportion  to  their  ad- 
mittedly high  quality,  never  have 
even  the  smallest  communities 
boasted  such  big,  modern,  clean, 
well-equipped  theaters,  wisely  and 
courteously  conducted.  I  can  re- 
member when,  in  smaller  towns, 
movie  theaters  were  clap-trap  holes 
in  the  wall,  as  gloomy  as  Alcatraz. 
Whatever   the    system,   we    may   all 
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enjoy  the  excellent  programs  at 
minimum  cost,  under  ideal  condi- 
tions." 

Canton  (O.)  Repository  (Dennis 
R.  Smith):  "Since  the  buying  and 
selling  of  pictures  is  pretty  much 
the  private  business  of  the  producers 
and  exhibitors  it  looks  like  the  sen- 
sible thing  is  to  let  them  handle  it 
in  their  own  way  without  burdening 
the  industry  with  additional  legis- 
lative handicaps.   .  ." 

McKeesport   (Pa.)  News:  "The  in- 
dustry might  have  done  many  more 
things   than   it  has   accomplished   in 
!  an   attempt  to  get  its  hou^in  or- 
,  der.    but    the    problem    is    not    one 
'  which  demands  such  drastic  and  ex- 
;  treme  action  as  the  Neely  Bill  pro- 
poses.     In    fact,   the    Neely    Bill   is 
\  anything  but  a  cure.'* 

New  Brunswick  (N.  J.)  Home 
News:  "Passage  of  the  measure 
would  strangle  the  industry,  would 
force  many  persons  out  of  employ- 
ment because  it  would  force  fewer 
productions.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
would  lead  to  higher  admission 
|  prices,  not  only  because  it  would 
lessen  competition,  but  because  it 
provides  no  allowable  price  difer- 
entials   in   bookings.    .   ." 

Phoenix  (Ariz.)  Republic:  ".-  .  . 
The  measure,  in  the  final  analysis, 
is  nothing  more  than  a  price  con- 
trol law,  since  it  will  force  the  leas- 
ing of  films  in  single  units  at  the 
same  prices  that  now  prevail  under 
the  block-booking  systems  employed 
by  the  film  distributors.  It  is  an- 
other effort  to  assume  government 
control    of   business." 

Springfield  (Mass.)  Union  &  Re- 
publican (Louise  Mace):  "Holly- 
wood should  be  allowed  toi  run  its 
own  business  so  long  as  it  keeps 
that  business  on  the  present  plane 
to  which  no  moral  objection  can  be 

Toledo  (O.)  Times:  "The  Neely 
bill  should  be  killed  in;  this  session 
of  congress  and  should  remain  out 
of  the  picture  once  and  for  all. 
Let's  stop  tampering  with  organ- 
ized successful  business  and  give 
■-.he  industry  a  free  hand  to  do  its 
best  to  please  the  American  public." 

Dallas  Journal:  "The  Neely  bill, 
if  made  law,  will  not  serve  the  pur- 
pose which  its  supporters  assert  in- 
spires it.  It  will  raise  the  cost  of 
motion  pictures  and  that  means  the- 
ater prices." 

Port  Chester  Item:  ".  .  .  No  one 
will  quarrel  with  the  effort  to  lift 
the  level  of  motion  picture  offer- 
ings, particularly  when  that  attempt 
is  to  permit  buyers  to  know  in  ad- 
vance the  character  of  the  offered 
film,  in  order  that  'communitv  free- 
dom' in  selection  may  be  advanced. 
But  the  real  question  is  whether 
this  Neely  Bill,  in  seeking  its  as- 
serted goal  may  not  actually  bring 
worse   ills."  i^~~ 

Trenton  Times:  "Regardless  of 
the    object    of   the    proposed   law,   it 
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pared  with  594  in  1938,  while  num- 
ber of  shorts  fell  from  1938's  total 
of  833  to  715. 

Of  the  596  features,  523  were  ap- 
proved on  the  West  Coast,  the  New 
York  office  accounting  for  73.  The 
Hollywood  office  passed  436  shorts, 
the  Eastern  office,  279. 

Re-issues  okayed  by  the  PCA  in 
1939  numbered  only  12  as  compared 
with   49. 

Latin-American   Deals  Give 
UA  Pix  Wider  Distribution 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

United  Artists.  Wider  distribution 
and  more  extended  runs  are  assured, 
he  said,  in  the  deals  with  important 
circuit   buyers   and   first-runs. 

Among  the  circuits  signing  for 
UA's  1939-40  are  the  Glucksmann 
Circuit,  Montevideo;  Italo-Chilean 
Theater  Chain,  Santiago  and  Val- 
paraiso; British-Colonial  group  in 
Port-of-Spain  and  the  U.  S.  Army 
Circuit  in  the  Canal  Zone. 

Deals  for  first-runs  in  Manila  and 
Bombay  were  also  reported. 


Louisiana  Exhibitors  Fear 
Amusement  Levy  Impends 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

tax  be  repealed,  a  new  source  of 
tax  income  to  replace  it  will  be 
needed.  Exhib.  experience  in  the 
past  has  been  that  amusements  be- 
come the  goat  in  such  event. 

Added  source  of  worry  is  the 
House  presence  of  Rep.  Paul  Fink, 
anti-administration  leader.  Fink  is 
author  of  the  twice-defeated  tax 
on  chain  theaters,  and  is  reported 
as  still  believing  in  his  measure, 
with  the  prospect  that  it  will  re-ap- 
pear at  the   next   regular   session. 


Named  to  Detroit  V.  C.  Crew 

Detroit — Samuel  Seplowin,  Repub- 
lic manager;  Frank  J.  Downey,  M- 
G-M  manager;  and  Harris  Silver- 
berg,  National  Screen  Service  man- 
ager, have  been  elected  members  of 
the  Crew,  governing  body  of  De- 
troit Variety  Tent. 


would  seem  to  be  another  objection- 
able bit  of  government  interference 
with  business." 

Millville  (N.  J.)  Republican:  "The 
proposed  law  would  impose  price 
control  on  wholesale  distribution 
which  is  without  precedent  in  the 
motion  picture  industry  and  is  un- 
heard  of  in   other  businesses." 

Bakersfield  Californian:  ".  .  .  If 
the  films  are  to  reach  their  highest 
purpose,  the  producer  and  the  pub- 
lic have  to  come  to  an  understand- 
ing of  its  economic  and  moral  obli- 
gations. The  Neely  bill  will  have  at- 
tained a  satisfactory  end  if  it  draws 
attention  to  this,  even  if  it  does  not 
I  become  law." 


CROWDS.. CROWDS.. STORMING  THE  BOX-OFFICE 
FROM  9  A.  M.  'TIL  1  O'CLOCK  NEXT  MORNING  AND 
OFF  TO  RECORD  WEEK  AT  THE  GLOBE  THEATRE! 


Alexander  Korda 
Again  Stirs  The  Enter- 
tainment World... 


'Magnificent... absorbing  and  vivid/' 
—New  York  Daily  News 

'Worth  seeing  because  it  is  enorm- 
ously entertaining.  How  England  de- 
fends itself  is  told  vividly,  excitingly." 

—  World-Telegram 

'A  tremendously  interesting  and  ex- 
citing motion  picture.  The  facts  them- 
selves are  wildly  melodramatic.  The 
German  raid  is  a  gripping  and  fearful 
sequence.  The  British  raid  over  Kiel 
a  suspenseful  bit  of  film  business." 
—New  York  Times 

'A  fascinating  film. ..brilliantly  staged 
and  staunchly  performed.  The  most 
fascinating  section  describes  the 
secret  defense  system.  Spectacular 
scenes.  Even  those  to  whom  the  war 
seems  very  remote  are  likely  to  find 
it  extremely  interesting." 

—Herald -Tribune 

'Interesting  and  well  made.  Lowell 

Thomas  as  narrator  was  expert  touch." 

—New  York  Sun 

'Every  minute  of  it  is  absorbingly  in- 
teresting." —Daily  Mirror 
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Congressional  Bloc  Weighs  Legislative  Alternatives 

|l'  MAYSJMPLIFY  CORPORATE  SETUP,  RECAPITALIZE 

Small  Town  Dailies  Join  in  Press  Neely  Bill  Attacks 


Editors    and    Columnists    See 

Measure  as  a  Menace, 

Urge   Defeat 

Small  cities  and  towns,  supposed- 
ly centers  of  pro-Neely  bill  strength 
in  the  past,  are  lining  up  strongly 
against  the  measure,  according  to 
a  second  sampling  of  daily  newspa- 
per editorial  comment  and  columnar 
discussion. 

At  the  same  time,  analysis  of  the 
editorials  and  columns  shows  con- 
tinued opposition  to  the  anti-block 
booking  and  blind-selling  measure 
now   pending   in   the    House   in   the 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


LUNCHEON  TO  WALKER 
GALLS  FILM  LEADERS 


One  of  the  largest  outpourings  of 
top  film  personalities,  and  those  of 
other  branches  of  the  amusement 
world,  is  expected  today  to  attend 
the  gala  luncheon  in  the  Hotel  As- 
tor  which  is  being  tendered  to  James 
J.  Walker  by  the  Amusement  Di- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Film  Biz  Needs  "Dictator," 
Ohio  ITO  Secretary  Writes 

Columbus,  0.  —  Film  industry 
needs  a  "dictator,"  Pete  J.  Wood, 
secretary  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  de- 
clares in  a  current  service  bulletin 
in  which  he   pays  tribute  to  Judge 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Screen  Quiz  Ruled  Lottery  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Screen  Quiz,  theater  game  used  by  local  exhibitors,  was  ruled  a  lottery 
yesterday  by  Corporation  Counsel  Barnet  Hodes.  Ruling  brought  a  quick  announcement 
by  Police  Commissioner  Allman  that  the  ruling  would  be  enforced  and  the  game  banned. 


Four-Point  Program  Before  First 
Session  of  Mexican  Industry  Congress 


By  MARCO-AURELIO  GALINDO 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Mexico,  D.  F. — With  production  in 
domestic  studios  exactly  minus — not 
a  picture  being  before  the  cameras 
— the  first  National  Convention  of 
the  Mexican  Motion  Picture  Indus- 
try is  in  session  here,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Secretary  of 
National  Economy. 

Chief  objectives  of  the  Conven- 
tion, which  the  Mexican  representa- 


tives of  the  major  American  dis- 
tributors are  attending,  are  four. 
First,  to  secure  steady  financing  for 
native  production,  secondly,  to  or- 
ganize its  regular  distribution  in 
foreign  markets,  thirdly,  to  increase 
theater  building  throughout  the 
country,  and  fourthly,  to  revise 
booking  methods. 

While  studios  expect  that  produc- 
tion   will    be    resumed    soon    on    a 

(Continued  on  Page  17) 


UA  Motion  for  Dismissal 
of  Goldwyn  Suit  Up  Today 

Application  was  filed  yesterday 
in  the  Federal  Court  by  United  Ar- 
tists Corp.  and  will  be  heard  today 
for  an  order  dismissing  the  suit  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn  for  $54,559.  UA 
claims  that  the  complaint  fails  to 
state  a  cause  of  action.     Goldwyn's 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Col.  Cole  to  Attend  Conn. 
Allied  Meeting  on  Jan.  30 

Boston — Colonel  H.  A.  Cole,  Al- 
lied president,  is  slated  to  be  the 
guest  of  honor  at  a  luncheon  meet- 
ing of  Allied  Theaters  of  Connec- 
ticut in  the  Garde  Hotel  at  New 
Haven  on  Jan.  30.  Nathan  Yamins, 
national    executive    board    member, 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Reports    Net    of    $1,153,321 

As  Against  $591,178 

Loss  Year  Ago 

Simplification  of  Universal's  cor- 
porate setup  is  being  studied  by 
company  executives  with  the  view 
to  consolidating  Universal  Corp.,  the 
parent  company,  and  Universal  Pic- 
tures Co.,  it  was  revealed  yesterday 
in  the  financial  statement  issued  to 
stockholders  by  J.  Cheever  Cowdin, 
chairman  of  the  board. 

The  statement  showed  that  Uni- 
versal earned  a  net  profit  of  $1,- 
153,321  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Oct.  28,  1939,  compared  with  a  net 
loss  of  $591,178  for  the  same  period 
(Continued  on  Page  17) 

LOEW  STOCKHOLDERS 

ACTION  IS  DISMISSED 


"Shop"  Clicks  Big 

SRO  business  greeted  the  opening  of 
"The  Shop  Around  the  Corner"  yesterday 
at  Radio  City  Music  Hall  where  morning 
and  aftenoon  figures  were  described  as 
being  equal  to  those  on  the  opening 
day  of  "Ninotchka."  The  M-C-M  pic- 
ture is  reported  to  be  topping  normal 
business  from  18-43  per  cent  in  Balti- 
more, Springfield,  Mass.,  Albany,  In- 
dianapolis, Rochester,  Syracuse,  Kansas 
City,  Wilmington,  Toledo,  St.  Louis,4| 
Nashville,   Louisville  and  Dayton.  ■ 


Three  Possible  Approaches  to  Film 
Legislation  Weighed  by  House  Bloc 


Metro  Signs  Clark  Gable 
to  7- Year,  $2,000,000  Pact 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  M-G-M  yesterday 
signed  a  new  seven-year  contract 
with  Clark  Gable.  His  salary  is  $5,- 
000  a  week  for  part  of  the  contract 
period  and  then  increases  until,  when 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — At  least  two  legis- 
lative alternatives  for  the  Neely 
bill  were  considered  at  a  meeting 
of  14  Congressmen  at  a  meeting 
last  Sunday  when  a  three-hour  con- 
fab on  ways  and  means  to  effect 
action  on  motion  picture  legislation 
was  held.  This  was  revealed  yes- 
terday by  Rep.  Lyle  H.  Boren  (Dem., 
Okla.),  author  of  the  divorcement 
and  local  buying  bill,  who  told 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Louis  A.  Valente  yesterday  dis- 
missed the  stockholders'  suit  of  Nor- 
man Wolf  and  Manes  Fuld  against 
Loew's,  Inc.,  AT&T,  Western  Elec- 
tric   and    Erpi   for   the   cancellation 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Admissions  Tax  Sponsor 

Attacked  by  Union  Chief 

Blistering  attack  on  State  Sen. 
William  Bewley,  Rep.,  of  Lockport, 
was  made  in  a  statement  made  pub- 
lic yesterday  by  Thomas  Murtha, 
president  of  the  Central  Trades  and 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"Gropes"  Repeats 

Continuing  its  terrific  opening  day 
business  at  the  Rivoli,  20th-Fox's  "The 
Crapes  of  Wrath"  played  to  SRO  again 
yesterday,  with  a  week's  gross  well 
above  $50,000  reported  in  prospect. 
Long  lines  were  at  both  the  regular  box 
office  and  the  emergency  office  before 
the  picture  opened  yesterday,  and  con- 
tinued through  the  day.  Picture  re- 
ceived smash  notices  from  New  York 
critics  yesterday.  For  resume,  turn  to 
Page   4. 
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SECURITY 


Final  Columbia  Divisional 

Sales  Meeting  at  Frisco 

San  Francisco — Final  of  the  ser- 
ies of  divisional  sales  meets  will 
be  held  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel 
here  by  Columbia  Pictures,  with 
sessions  set  for  tomorrow  and  Sun- 
day, over  which  A.  Montague,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  will  preside. 
Only  other  h.o.  exec,  attending  is 
Rube  Jackter,  assistant  sales  man- 
ager. 

Some  30  delegates  will  participate 
in  the  two-day  conclave.  These 
representatives,  headed  by  Jerome 
Safron,  Western  Division  Manager, 
comprise  branch  managers  and  their 
sales  force  members.  Exchanges 
participating  are  Salt  Lake  City, 
Denver,  Los  Angeles,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Portland  and  Seattle.  Branch 
managers  present  will  be  W.  G.  Seib, 
R.  C.  Hill,  W.  C.  Ball,  L.  E.  Till- 
man, J.  B.  Beale,  and  Neal  Walton. 

Montague  and  Jackter  train  out 
of  here  on  Monday,  and  are  sched- 
uled to  be  back  in  New  York  on 
Feb   1. 


National  Theater  Supply 
Managers  Meet  Concludes 

Convention  of  National  Theater 
Supply  Co.  managers  closed  yester- 
day at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 
Meeting  opened  Sunday  with  Walter 
Green,  National  prexy,  presiding. 
Executives  of  International  Projec- 
tor as  well  as  manufacturers  of  all 
types  of  equipment  also  attended  the 
huddle.  Following  the  close  of  yes- 
terday's session,  Oscar  Neu,  head 
of  Neu-Made  Products,  took  the  en- 
tire group  to  his  plant.  Visiting 
managers  from  National's  branch 
offices  will  spend  today  at  the  home 
office  before  returning  to  their  posts. 


E.  M.  Loew  to  Establish 

Houses  in  Cuba,  Nassau 


Miami,  Fla. — Elias  M.  Loew,  pres- 
ident of  E.  M.  Loew's  Theater  Cor- 
poration, Boston,  is,  in  Miami  visit- 
ing his  brother  Ira  Loew,  manager 
of  the  Miami  Drive-in.  Loew  has 
negotiated  for  a  new  theater  in 
Nassau  and  is  about  to  buy  acreage 
in  Havana  for  a  new  Drive-in. 


Two  Feature  Films  to  be 

Televised   Next  Saturday 

NBC  has  set  three  telecasts  of 
feature  films  for  next  week.  "Secret 
of  Stamboul"  will  be  televised  next 
Friday  afternoon  while  "Little  Men" 
and  "Mill  on  the  Floss"  will  go  on 
the  air  from  W2XBS  on  the  follow- 
ing day. 


A  F  of  M  to  Defer  Action 
on  Tele,  Pit  Ork  Questions 

Miami — A  F  of  M  Executive 
Board,  now  in  session  here,  will 
sidestep  both  the  television  and  pit 
ork  issues,  it  is  indicated,  considera- 
tion being  deferred. 


De  Courville  Considering 
Producing  Feature  in  U.  S. 

Albert  de  Courville,  British  di- 
rector who  made  "An  Englishman's 
Home,"  which  will  be  released  by 
Columbia,  is  considering  the  pro- 
duction of  a  picture  in  the  U.  S. 
Suggestion  that  he  make  an  Ameri- 
can picture  came  from  Aldwych 
Productions,  producers  of  "An  Eng- 
lishman's Home,"  following  the 
closing  of  the  American  deal.  De 
Courville  said  yesterday  he  had  not 
decided  on  an  American-made  pic- 
ture as  yet,  but  if  he  did  he  might 
explore  the  possibilities  of  making 
it  in  the  East. 

A  greater  American  market  for 
British-made  pictures  was  predicted 
by  de  Courville,  who  said  that  Brit- 
ish producers  were  eliminating  the 
"very  Britishy"  dialogue  from  their 
pictures,  making  the  characters 
speak  in  an  English  understood  by 
Americans.  This  factor,  he  said, 
was  making  English  pictures  more 
acceptable  in   the  U.   S. 


J.  A.  McConville  to  Leave 
by  Train  on  Mexican  Trip 

J.  A.  McConville.  Columbia's  For- 
eign manager,  leaves  tomorrow  by 
train  for  a  visit  to  the  company's 
office  in  Mexico.  From  there,  he 
aoes  to  Cuba,  coming  back  to  New 
York  in  time  to  board  the  S.  S. 
Elena  leaving  February  23  for  South 
America. 

McConville's  trip  down  along  the 
West  Coast  of  South  America  in 
February  takes  in  Columbia's  Pan- 
ama, Peru  and  Chile  offices.  He  re- 
turns along  the  East  Coast  with 
stop-overs  in  Argentina.  Brazil  and 
British  West  Indies,  arriving  in  New 
York  about  the  middle  of  April. 


1939  Ohio  Amusement  Tax 
Total  Shows  $46,537  Jump 

Columbus.  O. — Revenue  data  re- 
leased by  the  Ohio  department  of 
taxation  shows  an  increase  of  $46,- 
537.73  in  amusement  tax  receipts 
during  1939  when  compared  to  1938. 
Actual  receipts  totaled  $1,645,- 
147.57  for  the  past  year,  and  $1,- 
598,809.84  a  year  aero.  Increase 
was  approximately  $5,000  short  of 
the  jump  recorded  in  1938  over  the 
preceding  year.  The  excise  tax  di- 
vision credits  much  of  the  increase 
to  the  World  Series  business  boom 
in    Cincinnati. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Boyd 
Are  Guests  of  the  President 

Fort  Meyer,  Va.— Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bill  Boyd  were  the  guests  of  Presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  Roosevelt  at  the  an- 
nual horse  show  here  last  night.  The 
Boyds  were  seated  in  the  Presiden- 
tial box  and  later  were  guests  of 
honor  at  a  supper  dance.  They  will 
remain  in  Washington  for  the  Pres- 
ident's ball  on  Jan.  30.  Dorothy 
Lamour   will   join   them   on   Jan.   27. 


COmiliG  MID  G0IDG 


ZOLTAN     KORDA,  his    wife    and     son,     and 

SABU,   young   star   of  Alexander   Korda's   "Thief 

of    Bagdad,"    are    due  in    New    York   from    Eng- 
land  on    Feb.    1. 

W.  F.  RODGERS  returned  yesterdaf  «rom 
Florida.  f 

TED  CURTIS,  sales  manager  for  Eastman  Film 
Co.,    leaves    today   for   the    Coast. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN  returns  to  the  Coast 
Monday   night. 

BOB  O'DONNELL  returns  to   Dallas  tonij**  _- 

ROBERT  GRAHAM,  A.  L.  Pratehett's  new 
assistant  in  Cuba,  Mexico  and  Central  Amer- 
ica, takes  up  his  new  duties  for  Paramount  in 
Mexico    City   on    Feb.    5. 

HARRY   BRAND  returns  to  the  Coast  tonight. 

JOHN  A.  OJERHOLM,  head  of  Paramount'* 
British  technical  staff,  sails  for  Europe  tomor- 
row   on    the    Manhattan    after   a    vacation    here. 

SIR     CEDRIC     HARDWICKE     leaves    for    the 

Coast   today. 

TYRONE  POWER  and  ANNABELLA  train  in 
from    the    Coast    this    morning   on    the    Century. 

BRENDA  JOYCE  arrives  here  next  week  from 
Hollywood. 

IRENE  HERVEY  arrives  here  shortly  from  the 
Coast  to  join  her  husband,  Allan  Jones,  who 
is  on   a   concert   tour. 


Argument  on  Crescent  Suit 
Motions  at  Nashville  Feb.  2 


Nashville,  Tenn.— Hearing  on  mo- 
tions to  require  the  Government  to 
file  a  bill  of  particulars  in  its  anti- 
trust suit  against  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  of  Nashville  and 
affiliated  companies  will  begin  on 
Feb.  2,  in  the  U.  S.  District  court. 

Suit  was  filed  Aug.  11  by  Assis- 
tant U.  S.  District  Attorney  Owen 
Hughes  in  behalf  of  the  Department 
of  Justice  and  contends  that  inde- 
pendent theaters  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  first  class  features  because 
of  extensive  block-booking  of  the 
Crescent  company  and  its  affiliates 
and   subsidiaries. 

Motions  for  a  bill  of  particulars 
were  filed  by  the  attorneys  for  the 
defendant  companies,  seeking  a  de- 
tailed explanation  of  the  basis  of 
the  Government's  suit. 


Arkansas  Theater  Burns 

Clarendon,  Ark. — The  Paramount 
Theater,  operated  by  J.  W.  Crabtree, 
burned. 


EXHIBITORS! 

EXHIBITORS! 

EXHIBITORS! 
COMING  SOON! 

AN     INDEPENDENT     "SCKEAMLINED" 

JACK  BENNY   picture 

THAT    WIIX    BE    THE    LAUGH    RIOT 
OF    1940. 
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WOOD  SAYS  FILM  BIZ 
NEEDS  A  'DICTATOR' 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

K.  M.  Landis,  high  commissioner  of 
baseball,  for  his  recent  crackdown 
or  (>]|najor  league  club  owners. 
TrV^nte  is  in  form  of  an  open  let- 
ter to  Judge  Landis,  and  Wood  de- 
clares that  it  is  his  "fondest  hope" 
that  the  film  industry  will  have  a 
"dictator"  in  the  "very  near  fu- 
L^i-e." 

Writes  Wood: 

"In  addition  to  pending  Federal 
legislation  and  Government  lawsuits, 
we  find  ourselves  faced  with  more 
internal  lawsuits  than  any  other  in- 
dustry. There  being  no  one  in  au- 
thority, like  yourself  in  baseball,  our 
industry,  after  many  months  of  con- 
ferring and  negotiating,  was  forced 
to  admit  defeat  when  it  came  to 
agreeing  upon  a  Code  of  Fair  Trade 
Practice  for  the  industry  and,  as  a 
consequence,  many,  many  hundreds 
of  independent  exhibitors  through- 
out the  country  are  today  forced  to 
bow  to  even  harsher  terms  than 
they  did  twenty  years   ago." 


Line  for  GWTW  Scorns 

Sub-Freezing  Weather 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. — In  sub-freez- 
ing weather,  hundreds  stood  in  line 
for  as  long  as  five  and  a  half  hours 
as  tickets  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
went  on  sale  at  the  Tivoli  theater 
here.  It  was  the  longest  line  that 
has  ever  formed  to  buy  advance 
tickets  for  any  local  entertainment 
event.  Hawkers  did  a  box-office 
business  in  selling  hot  coffee  and 
sandwiches. 


Great  States  Books  'Scandals' 

Chicago — Great  States  circuit  has 
booked  George  White's  "Scandals" 
for  South  Bend  Feb.  13,  Decatur,  15, 
Peoria,  16,  and  Springfield  17.  Ted 
Fiorita's  band  laso  has  been  booked 
by  the   circuit  for  personals. 


■est    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following   on    their    birthdays: 

JANUARY  26 
Abe  Meyer  Norman  Burnstine 

Elise    Damereaux 

JANUARY   27 
Jerome  Kern  George  K.  Arthur 

George  G.  De  Sylva  Paul    S.    Burger 

Joyce  Compton  Irving    Talbot 

JANUARY   28 
Robert  W.  Bischoff  Paul  Malvern 

Florence    Dudley  Ted  Green 


T  T  T 

•  •      •      JUST  this  week  we  came  upon  an  unofficial  screening 

of    Harry   Sherman's   new    Paramount    feature,    "Knights    of    the    Range" 

which    evoked    some    subsequent    meditation    'pon    the    Sherman 

formula from  whence  spring  'orse  operas  of, — if  you'll  pardon  the 

punny  phrase, — unbridled  excellence Definitely  there's  such  a  thing 

as  the  Sherman  "touch" representing  a  unique  blending  of  show- 
manship, care  and  discrimination It's  obvious  that  Handsome  Harry 

recognizes  that  one  can't  make  powerful  pix  with   peanuts Report 

has  it  that  Showman  Sherman  spends  a  minimum  of  75  Grand  on  each 

of  his  prairie  productions and  often  up   into  the   early   six  figures 

But   dollars   alone   can't   hatch    good   pix so    just    what  is   it 

that   makes   the   "Hopalongs" and   other   Sherman   cactus-country 

dramas  so  Tiffany-like and,  at  the  same  time,  so  pulsating  for  the 

public? 

T  T        -  T 

•  •      •     AMONG  the  factors  is  that  of  story-choice and  on 

that  score  Showman  Sherman  is  a  very  particular  gent He 

has  an  aversion  to  "corny"  yarns hence  his  productions  have 

freshness  and  substance  in  contrast  to  a  great  many  contemporary 

western  features Further,  he's  a  stickler  on  casting and 

if  you  need  any  proof  of  this,  just  glance  over  the  roster  of  play- 
ers in  any  one  of  his  pictures Again,  all  the  proverbial  King's 

horses  and  men  can't  move  him  from  the  use  of  magnificent  scenic 

locales  for  his  productions Action  bristling  in  the  foreground 

of  such  settings  is  a  Sherman  fetish and  accounts  tremendous- 
ly for  each  outdoor  opus  being  spine-tingling  plus  eye-filling 

No  less  an  authority  on  cactus  country  spectacles  than  Mister 
Cecil  Blount  DeMille  is  a  Sherman-opus  "fan" . .'. . .  .and  this  cor- 
ner will  string  along,  too,  until  better  equine  dramas  are  fabri- 
cated  

T  T  T 

•  •      •      TONIGHT the  battle  hymn  of  the  Republic  folks 

trade  press.  Met.  daily  and  fan  mag  representatives will  be:  "On 

to  Greenwich  Village!" for  the   world  premiere  of  the   company's 

new  musical   feature   production,    "Village   Barn   Dance" Festivities 

will  be  appropriately  conducted  in  the  pleasant  precincts  of  New  York's 

only  country  night  club the  famous  Village  Barn In  the  Barn 

at  one  and  the  same  Time will  be  New  York's  No.  1  citizen 

Mayor  Fiorello   H.   LaGuardia and   filmland's   No.    1    western   star 

Mister  Gene  Autry as  honor  guests together  with  that 

delightful  rural  Miss Judy  Canova The  Mutual  Network  will 

broadcast  the  big  doin's  nationally and  a  battery  of  stations  will 

ditto  locally 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     JANUARY aside    from   the    whoopla    arrival    of 

1940 came  in  like  a  lamb but  seems  to  be  goin'  out  like 

a  social  lion As  active  as  the  month  has  been  of  late 

with  parties  and  premieres feasting  and  fetes your  ole 

friend  Phil  M.  Daly  has  managed  somehow  to  survive  the  strain 
but  our  morale  is  seriously  shaken,  we  admit,  by  the  an- 
nouncement on  the  desk  top  re  next  Feb.  7 the  date  ascribed 

to  a  Pinocchio  costume  party  and  dance  in  the  Rainbow  Room. . .  . 
in  wake  of  the  Disney  classic's  world  premiere  at  the  Center  The- 
ater  the  same  night It's  a  helluva  choice whether 

to  costume  yourself  as  Pinocchio,  the  puppet. . ., .  .Jiminy  Cricket, 
his  conscience;  J.  Worthington  Foulfellow;  The  Blue  Fairy;  Giddy; 
Stromboli;  The  Coachman;  Lampwick;  or  the  whale,  Monstro.. ,' . 
We  never  appreciated  'til  now ..... -those  tender  words. ....  .."Be 

yourself."....:..:,  ■    --• 


LUNCHEON  TO  WALKER 
CALLS  FILM  LEADERS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vision  of  the  Federation  of  Jewish 
Charities. 

B.  S.  Moss,  Division's  treasurer, 
and  John  Golden,  luncheon  chairman 
expressed  the  conviction  that  the 
testimonial  function  will  be  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  in   local  annals. 

Enthusiasm  manifested  toward 
the  event  yesterday  in  every  quarter 
of  the  industry  indicated  that  home 
offices,  exchanges  and  even  the  ex- 
ecutive quarters  of  local  theaters 
would  be  depleted  at  the  noon  hour. 

Toastmasters  will  be  George  Jes- 
sel  and  Ben  Bernie,  and  with  them 
on  the  dais  will  be  such  notables  as 
Gertrude  Lawrence,  Irving  Berlin, 
Molly  Picon,  Daniel  Frohman,  Max 
Gordon,  Sam  Forrest  and  Noble  Sis- 
sle. 

Demand  for  reservations  has  been 
so  great  that  a-  capacity  crowd  was 
indicated  as  early  as  the  beginning 
of  the  present  week.  Entire  tables 
have  been  reserved  by  leading  ma- 
jor and  indie  groups,  including  War- 
ners, Paramount,  20th-Fox,  Loew's- 
M-G-M,  Universal,  UA,  RKO,  Al- 
liance Films,  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice, Motion  Picture  Associates, 
MPPDA. 

Other  table  reservations  have 
been  made  by  Maurice  Sanders,  Da- 
vid Weinstock,  Samuel  Rinzler,  Will 
H.  Hays,  Marvin  Schenck,  Herbert 
Rosenthal,  Jack  Alicoate,  Louis 
Nizer,  Marcus  Heiman,  Sam  Shain, 
Harry  Buxbaum,  Maurice  Kann, 
Jack  Mills,  Max  Rudnick,  Herman 
Bernie,  William  Morris,  Jr.,  B.  S. 
Moss,  WHN,  WMCA,  Donald  Flamm, 
John  Shubert,  Columbia  Artists  Bu- 
reau, Sam  Lyons,  Harry  Mayer, 
Bertram   Lebhar. 

Today's  luncheon  will  climax  the 
1939  drive  which  the  Amusement 
Division,  co-chairmaned  by  David 
Bernstein  and  Major  Albert  War- 
ner, has  conducted  on  behalf  of  the 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  Federation 
campaigns.  The  latters'  objective 
was  the  raising  of  funds  which 
would  aid  in  maintaining  the  hu- 
manitarian work  of  some  116  hos- 
pitals, welfare  institutions,  homes 
for  the  aged,  family  service  agen- 
cies,  orphan   asylums. 


"Lion"  for  Loew  Houses 

UA's  "The  Lion  Has  Wings"  has 
been  set  to  play  Loew  metropolitan 
theaters,  deal  resulting  from  biz 
done  at  the  Globe  where  the  pic- 
ture holds  over. 


That  2:30  A.M.  Urge 

Wilmington,  Del. — Phone  inquiry  of 
the  week  was  received  by  Edgar  J.  Doob, 
manager   of   Loew's   Theater. 

The  caller  asked:  "Is  'Gone   With   the 
Wind'   a  sequel  to   'Hurricane'?" 
-  Time    of    the'  phone    call:    about   2:30 
a.m. 


m 
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LOEW STOCKHOLDERS 
ACTION  IS  DISMISSED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  contracts  which  leased  sound 
equipment  and  for  $5,000,000  dam- 
ages. Plaintiffs  had  claimed  that 
A  T  &  T  by  reason  of  its  position  as 
a  large  stockholder  of  Loew's  ex- 
acted excessive  rentals  on  equip- 
ment. The  Court  ruled  that  the 
complaint  made  charges  "without  a 
vestige  of  fact,"  and  that  the  plain- 
tiffs were  "merely  groping  in  the 
dark." 

In  addition,  the  Court  stated  that 
the  plaintiffs  had  failed  to  make  a 
demand  on  the  directors  of  Loew's 
to  cancel  the  contracts.  The  opin- 
ion concluded  by  saying  that  a  re- 
cision  would  result  in  chaotic  condi- 
tions. 


Col.  Cole  to  Attend  Conn. 
Allied  Meeting  on  Jan.  30 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Frank  Lydon,  Eastern  regional  vice- 
president,  and  Arthur  K.  Howard, 
Independent  Exhibitors'  business 
manager,  who  has  been  supervising 
reorganization  of  the  Connecticut 
affiliate,  are  also  to  be  on  hand. 


German  and  Russian  Films 

Not  Shown  in  Antwerp 

Antwerp  (By  Cable) — Since  the 
beginning  of  hostilities  between 
England  and  France  against  Ger- 
many, no  German  pictures  have  been 
show  here,  nor  any  Russian  films 
since  her  attack  on  Finland  started. 

American  pictures  have  first  place 
in  Belgian  theaters,  with  French  a 
close  second.  During  the  first  half 
of  December  seven  out  of  13  the- 
aters here  featured  U.  S.  pix;  four 
houses  at  Liege  showed  American 
productions  as  did  four  of  the  six 
theaters  at  Gand,  and  half  of  Char- 
leroi's  four  houses. 

U.  S.  product  is  receiving  increas- 
ing time  on  Brussels'  screens,  the 
Metropole,  the  Beaux  Arts  and  the 
Cinemax  featuring  them. 


N.  Y.  Critics  Hail  "Grapes  of  Wrath 


// 


Wilmington's  Standee 

Ordinance  Now  in  Effect 


Wilmington,  Del. — Acting  in  the 
absence  of  City  Council  President 
Albert  W.  James,  Councilman  Wil- 
liam J.  Winchester  as  presiding 
officer  last  night  proclaimed  that  the 
new  fire  ordinance,  having  been  ap- 
proved by  the  council  and  by  Mayor 
Walter  W.  Bacon,  is  now  the  law  of 
the   city. 

Effective  at  once  standees  are  per- 
mitted between  the  rear  row  of  the- 
ater seats  and  foyer  wall  in  the  ratio 
of  one  person  per  each  four  square 
feet  of  standing  room  space,  provided 
that  an  unobstructed  passageway  of 
not  less  than  five  feet  ia  maintained 
at  all  times. 


TIMES  (Frank  S.  Nugent) :  In 
the  vast  library  where  the  celluloid 
literature  of  the  screen  is  stored 
there  is  one  small,  uncrowded  shelf 
devoted  to  the  cinema's  master- 
works,  to  those  films  which  by  dig- 
nity of  theme  and  excellence  of 
treatment  seem  to  be  of  enduring 
artistry,  seem  destined  to  be  recalled 
not  merely  at  the  end  of  their  par- 
ticular year  but  whenever  great 
motion  pictures  are  mentioned.  To 
that  shelf  of  screen  classics  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  yesterday  added 
its  version  of  John  Steinbeck's 
"The  Grapes  of  Wrath,"  adapted  by 
Nunnally  Johnson,  directed  by  John 
Ford  and  performed  at  the  Rivoli 
by  a  cast  of  such  uniform  excel- 
lence and  suitability  that  we  should 
be  doing  its  other  members  an  in- 
justice by  saying  it  was  "headed" 
by  Henry  Fonda,  Jane  Darwell, 
John  Carradine  and  Russell  Simp- 
son. 

HERALD  -  TRIBUNE  (Howard 
Barnes)  :  A  great  film  has  come  out 
of  Hollywood  called  "The  Grapes  of 
Wrath."  Based  on  John  Steinbeck's 
account  of  the  "Okie"  hegira  from 
the  dust  bowl  to  California,  it  is  an 
honest,  eloquent  and  challenging 
screen  masterpiece.  Great  artistry 
has  gone  into  its  making  and  great- 
er courage,  for  this  screen  tribute 
to  the  dispossessed  not  only  has 
dramatized  the  large  theme  of  Mr. 
Steinbeck's  novel  in  enduring  vis- 
ual terms — it  has  demonstrated  be- 
yond any  question  that  the  cinema 
can  take  the  raw  stuff  of  contem- 
porary living  and  mold  it  to  a  pro- 
vocative photoplay  pattern.  For 
once  in  a  long,  long  time  the  screen 
has  made  electric  contact  with  the 
abiding  verities  of  existence  in  "The 
Grapes  of  Wrath,"  and  the  result  is 
a  heai't-shaking  and  engrossing  mo- 
tion picture. 

WORLD  TELEGRAM  (William 
Boehnel)  :  A  great  film,  one  of  the 
greatest  ever  produced,  has  come 
to  the  Rivoli.  This  is  the  grim 
and  bitter,  deeply  compassionate, 
memorable  screen  version  John  Ford 
and  Nunnally  Johnson  have  fash- 
ioned from  "The  Grapes  of  Wrath," 
John  Steinbeck's  scathing  indictment 
of  a  society  which  permits  such 
horrible  poverty  and  oppression 
among  its  small  farmers.  The  film 
dares  to  be  intelligent.  This  in  it- 
self should  be  enough.  But  it  also 
dares  to  tell  the  truth  without  com- 
promise, to  point  to  a  monstrous 
wrong  which  exists  in  a  land  of 
plenty. 

DAILY  NEWS  (Kate  Cameron) : 
It  is  the  most  daring  picture  that 
has  ever  come  out  of  Hollywood, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  most  important. 
It  is  a  great  social  and  human  docu- 
ment, more  powerful  in  its  visual 
appeal  than  the  John  Steinbeck 
novel,  on  which  it  is  based. 

Darryl  Zanuck,  who  bought  the 
story,  much  to  the  astonishment  of 
all  Hollywood,  and  produced  the  pic- 
ture; John  Ford,  who  piloted  it 
through  its  turbulent  course  to  the 


screen,  and  Nunnally  Johnson,  the 
adapter,  have  done  magnificent  work 
in  transferring  from  book  to  film 
this  epic  struggle  of  the  victims  of 
the  dust  bowl  in  their  search  for  a 
decent  place  in  the   California  sun. 

DAILY  MIRROR  (Lee  Mortimer)  : 
Darryl  Zanuck  has  taken  John 
Steinbeck's  controversial  hot-potato, 
"The  Grapes  of  Wrath,"  in  his 
stride.  The  result,  while  certainly 
more  Zanuck  than  Steinbeck,  is  as 
brave  a  picture  as  has  yet  come  out 
of  Hollywood.   .   .  . 

This  is  a  picture  deserving  of  the 
patronage  of  thoughtful  people  who 
are  wondering  what  is  to  happen  to 
the  land  now  that  its  last  frontier  is 
closed.  It  is  a  good  picture,  whether 
you  liked  the  book  or  not — which  is 
more  than  could  be  said  of  the  book. 

POST  (Archer  Winsten)  :  "The 
Grapes  of  Wrath"  is  a  sincerely  un- 
beautiful  picture.  It  tells  the  story 
of  the  dispossessed  sharecroppers  of 
Oklahoma,  how  they  were  tractored 
off  the  land  by  the  Shawnee  Land 
and  Cattle  Co.,  how  they  went  west 
to  California  on  U.  S.  66,  and  what 
they  found  of  human  misery  and 
want  out  there.  It  is  not  an  evenly 
entertaining  piece.  It  is  much  big- 
ger than  that,  ambitiously  standing 
as  spokesman  for  a  tragic  people. . . 

MORNING  TELEGRAPH  (Leo 
Mishkm) :  Out  of  the  pages  of  John 
Steinbeck's  "The  Grapes  of  Wrath," 
Nunnally  Johnson  and  John  Ford 
have  fashioned  one  of  the  greatest 
pictures  in  the  history  of  the  screen, 
a  picture  of  such  savage  power  and 
tremendous  impact  as  to  leave  you 
stunned  with  wonder.  Here  is  the 
screen  speaking  in  the  thunderous 
tones  of  which  it  is  capable,  here  is 
the  motion  picture  brought  to  a 
point  where  it  says  something  and 
says  it  in  a  manner  that  well  nigh 
overshadows  every  other  medium  of 
expression.  It  is  not  even  too  much 
to  say  at  this  point  that  the  film 
at  the  Rivoli  even  surpasses  the 
novel,  in  its  direct  drive  and  surg- 
ing force;  the  very  fact  that  it  is  a 
motion  picture  adds  immeasurably 
to  the  biting,  trenchant  theme  on 
which  it  has  been  built. 

JOURNAL  AND  AMERICAN 
(Rose  Pelswick) :  Dramatically 
effective,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck's  screen 
version  of  the  John  Steinbeck  novel, 
"The  Grapes  of  Wrath,"  opened  yes- 
terday at  the  Rivoli  Theater.  The 
picture  was  directed  by  John  Ford, 
and  Mr.  Ford,  who  was  responsible 
for  the  memorable  "The  Informer," 
once  again  demonstrates  his  ability 
to  create  suspense  in  even  so  sim- 
ple a  scene  as  that  of  a  man  trudg- 
ing down  a  highway. 

SUN  (Eileen  Creelman) :  John 
Ford  has  done  another  of  his  vital 
jobs  with  the  direction.  He  had 
Nunnally  Johnson  as  both  associate 
producer  and  scenarist.  Together 
they  have  turned  out  a  picture  in 
which  each  scene  bites  deep.  .  .  . 
A  perfect  cast,  a  rarity  anywhere, 
assists  Mr.  Ford  in  his  forceful 
presentation  of  a  forceful  tale. 


UNION  CHIEF  ATTACKS 
ADMISH  TAX  SPONSOR 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Labor  Council,  as  a  result  of  the 
Senator's  bill  to  impose  taxes  on 
mmebership  dues,  theater  4  mis- 
sions and  receipts  from  businel-  and 
services. 

Murtha  termed  the  measure  "re- 
actionary and  destructive  in  the  ex- 
treme."     Statement  said  in  part: 

"Let  us  consider  only  one  of  the 
many  obnoxious  provisions  of  Mr. 
Bewley's  latest  creation — the  impo- 
sition of  a  10  per  cent  tax  on  all 
admission  tickets  costing  more  than 
51  cents. 

"Unquestionably  this  tax  would 
cause  thousands  of  moviegoers  a 
week  to  stay  home.  This  would  re- 
sult in  the  shutting  down  of  many 
film  houses,  with  hundreds  of  movie 
machine  operators  and  other  work- 
ers now  employed  in  these  theaters 
losing  their  jobs." 


UA  Motion  for  Dismissal 
of  Goldwyn  Suit  Up  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

suit  is  based  on  a  contractual  clause 
which  calls  for  payment  of  bonuses 
on  pictures  which  bring  in  addi- 
tional revenue.  Actual  dispute  con- 
cerns payments  of  interest  on  bonu- 
ses. 


Westinghouse  Earnings 

for  1939  Climb  50  P.C. 


East  Pittsburgh  ■ —  Westinghouse 
Electric  &  Mfg.  Co.  in  1939  earned 
$5.18  a  share  on  its  combined  com- 
mon and  preferred  stocks,  an  in- 
crease of  better  than  50  per  cent 
above  1938  earnings,  it  is  announced 
here. 

December  net  was  $1,598,595,  as 
against  $1,822,117  in  Nov.,  and  $1,- 
363,840  in  Oct.;  net  earnings  of 
the  last  quarter,  therefore,  amount- 
ing to  $4,784,552. 

Approximately  48,500  employes 
will  receive  this  month's  adjusted 
compensation  in  the  company's  57 
manufacturing  and  service  plants 
and  in  hundreds  of  sales  and  ser- 
vice  offices. 

Total  1939  net  profit  of  the  com- 
pany was  $13,854,360,  against  $9,- 
052,773  in   1938. 


RKO  Negotiating  Term 

Pact  with  Raymond  Massey 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — RKO  Radio  is  nego- 
tiating with  Raymond  Massey,  stage  . 
and  screen  star,  whose  latest  appear- 
ances in  both  media  was  in  "Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois,"  for  a  term  con- 
tract under  the  provision  of  which 
Massey  would  be  starred  in  two  pic- 
tures annually. 


Hetoe  Tkey  Ate! 

-IH  TH[  BIGGEST 

MONEY' MAKER  Of 

AIL  SHOW  TIME! 


IN  UNIVERSAL '/  ROOT/N', 
NOLDOVER  TOOTIN',  SA6A- 
DAGA  OF  THE  WEST! 


With  Joseph  CalleiaDick  Foran*  Donald  Meek 'Fuzzy  Knight 

Margaret  Hamilton  •  Ruth  Donnelly 

DIRECTED   BY   EDWARD  CLI 

PRODUCED   BY   LESTER   COWAN 

YEE-OW!  RIDE  THAT  f HOWMANJHIP 
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0(/r  WEST- where  Mae 
has  room  for  her 
"fiip-nofic"  ways  ! 

WAY  OUT  WEST- where 
the  mighty  Bill  Fields 
can  dodge  with  the 
best ! 

WAY,  WAY  OUT  WEST- 

where  the  funniest 
twain  in  hic-history 
meets  and  shakes 
every  tepee  to  its 
baggy  foundation. 
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CADDIE  WUH  UNIVERSAL,  PARPNER! 


IT'S  A  TRAIL  OF  GOLDEM  PATES 
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SCAN  ALTERNATIVES 
IN  FILM  LEGISLATION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

The  Film  Daily  that  the  confab 
considered  three  possible  approaches 
to  K'~i  film  legislation  situation. 

B^fn  named  the  approaches  as 
(1)  introduction  and  pressure  for 
j  action  on  his  divorcement  and  local 
j  buying  bill;  (2)  using  all  influence 
to  obtain  hearings  and  speedy  House 
action  on  the  Neely  bill,  or  (3)  a 
move  for  a  Congressional  investiga- 
tion of  the  film  industry.  The  group 
did  not  decide  which  method  of  at- 
tack it  would  employ,  he  said. 

Participants  in  the  Sunday  con- 
fab were  all  Congressmen,  he  said, 
and  did  not  include  representatives 
of  Allied  or  other  trade  groups. 
Boren  stated  that  the  Congressmen 
were  all  interested  in  some  form  of 
motion  picture  legislation  and  rep- 
resent a  much  larger  group  of  the 
House.  He  declined  to  reveal  their 
names  or  how  many  members  were 
cooperating  on  film  legislation,  stat- 
ing they  did  not  wish  to  disclose 
their  strength  at  this  time. 

Although  the  House  Foreign  and 
Interstate  Commerce  Committee  has 
stated  it  expects  hearings  on  the 
Neely  bill  to  start  in  mid-February, 
Boren  said  their  group  discussed 
steps  to  insure  that  hearings  will 
be  held. 

If  the  oft-rumored  substitution 
legislation  for  the  Neely  bill  is  de- 
cided upon,  the  Oklahoma  solon  said, 
it  will  be  in  the  form  of  his  di- 
vorcement and  local  buying  pro- 
posal. If  this  course  is  decided  upon, 
he  revealed  their  tactics  will  be  to 
present  it  as  a  substitute  legislation 
when  the  Neely  bill  comes  up  be- 
fore the  committee.  The  film-mind- 
ed legislators  will  make  their  choice 
of  one  of  the  three  methods  of  ap- 
proach before  the  Neely  bill  comes 
up   before   the    committee,   he    said. 

Of  the  three,  the  Congressional  in- 
vestigation  is  considered  least  likely 
'  because  of  the  delay  it  would  in- 
volve. 


Reviving  "The  Informer" 

RKO's  "The  Informer"  is  being 
revived  next  Tuesday  at  the  Thalia 
Theater. 
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Birth  of  a  son  on  Monday  to  Mrs. 
John  B.  Nathan,  wife  of  Para- 
mount's  managing  director  for  Ar- 
gentina, Uruguay  and,  Paraguay 
was  announced  by  cable  yesterday 
from  Buenos  Aires,  Nathan's  head- 
quarters. The  child,  who  has  not 
yet  been  named,  is  the  Nathans' 
second.  They  have  another  son, 
John,  aged  two. 


Sam  Coolick  of  Loew's  Advertis- 
ing Department,  father  of  a  baby 
girl,  Marilyn  Ann,  born  in  Bush- 
wick  Hospital,  Brooklyn. 


Newspapers  in  Small  Cities,  Towns 
Call  (or  Defeat  of  Neely's  Measure 


(Continued 
larger  cities,  such  as  Memphis, 
Cleveland   and   Dallas. 

Digest  of  comment  follows: 

Far  Rockaway  Journal:  Block- 
booking,  which  the  Neely  bill  aims 
to  abolish,  has  its  drawbacks.  But 
the  bill,  in  attempting  to  destroy 
the  short-cuts  of  ordinary  salesman- 
ship as  practiced  in  every  important 
field  of  enterprise,  is  burning  down 
the  house  to  chase  out  the  mouse. 
That's  why  we  think  it's  timely  to 
remind  you  that  a  post  card  to  your 
Congressman   works   wonders. 

Willow  Grove  (Pa.)  Guide:  .  .  . 
What  may  be  more  far-reaching  in 
its  effect  is  the  encroachment  of 
price-fixing  in  business.  The  Neely 
bill  has  already  passed  the  Senate 
and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Interstate 
Commerce.  Write  your  Congress- 
man on  the  subject. 

Newburyport  (Mass.)  Daily  News 
(Ned  Brown):  We  are  convinced 
that  there  has  existed,  in  the  argu- 
ments of  those  who  opposed  block- 
booking,  either  an  innocent  misun- 
derstanding or  a  too  willing  accept- 
ance of  statements  which  bear  all 
the  earmarks  of  subtle  propaganda. 
...  It  is  not  a  practice  of  this  col- 
umn to  tell  the  people  to  run  to 
their  legislators  about  this  and  that 
— although  Mr.  and  Mrs.  America 
should  wake  up  to  their  rights  in 
so  doing — but  we  consider  that  this 
matter  is  of  vital  importance  to 
those  of  us  who  wish  to  retain  our 
present  privileges  as  grateful  visi- 
tors in  "Shadowland." 

Far  Rockaway  Argus:  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  people  here  will  do 
their  utmost  to  smash  the  pernici- 
ous Neely  bill  which  would  make  it 
a  criminal  act  for  persons  in  the 
moving  picture  industry  to  continue 
to  do  business  as  they  are  now  do- 
ing it. 

Woodbury,  N.  J.  Times:  The 
Neely  bill  paves  the  way  for  pri- 
vate, pressure  censorship  of  Amer- 
ican  motion  pictures. 

Memphis  Commercial  Appeal 
(Harry  Martin) :  "Blind-buying" 
sounds  like  a  foul  matter  indeed. 
Yet  it  must  be  remembered  that  it 
exists  in  every  business.  Senator 
Neely's  bill  would  require  that  every 
theater  owner  must  see  each  pic- 
ture he  buys  in  advance  of  the  pur- 
chase, which  is  much  like  saying 
we  must  show  our  local  distributors 
in  each  town  every  copy  of  the  Com- 
mercial Appeal  daily  prior  to  their 
taking  their  orders  for  shipment. 
From  a  practical  standpoint,  it 
simply  isn't  possible  for  movies  to 
be  sold  on  such  a  basis. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  Sunday  Star: 
The  passage  of  the  Neely  bill  will 
place  production  studios  in  a  hazar- 
dous position  when  it  comes  to  sell- 
ing its  pictures  and  will  certainly 
result  in  the  theater  owners  paying 
higher  prices  for  their  films.  These 
increased     expenses,     as    in     every 
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other  business,  will  eventually  be 
passed  along  to  the  public,  which 
will  mean  increased  admission 
prices.  No  definite  public  benefits 
will  be  served  and  it  is  to  be  sin- 
cerely hoped  that  no  added  govern- 
mental restrictions  will  be  placed 
on  the  motion  picture  industry  and 
that  Congress  will  see  fit  to  defeat 
the  Neely  bill. 

Manchester  (Conru)  Evening 
Herald:  .  .  .  When  the  backers  of 
the  Neely  bill  pin  their  faith  on  the 
independent  exhibitors  to  buy  bet- 
ter pictures  if  given  the  chance  it 
may  be  that  the  reed  is  not  quite  as 
strong  as  it  looks. 

Far  Rockaway  News:  The  Neely 
bill  may  destroy  this  entire  system 
of  credit  and  business  as  it  affects 
the  moving  picture  industry;  it  is 
sure  to  so  curtail  the  production 
and  exhibition  of  movies  as  to  make 
the  moving  picture  house  a  bore  in- 
stead of  a  place  of  entertainment. 
Do  you  want  such  a  thing  to  hap- 
pen ?    Of  course,  not. 

Hudson,  N.  J.  Dispatch:  There 
are  too  many  restrictive  laws  on 
the  books  now  that  keep  business 
in  a  straightjacket. 

Dallas  Morning  News:  The  Neely 
bill  which  would  ban  block-booking 
is  merely  another  of  those  senseless 
measures  introduced  in  response  to 
the  universal  urge  —  "There  ought 
to  be  a  law." 

Denver  Post  (A.  de  Bernardi,  Jr.) : 
But  censorship  definitely  is  your 
business, — and  notwithstanding  den- 
ials, the  Neely  bill  is  a  step  towards 
censorship,  just  as  certainly  as  it 
contains  absolutely  nothing  that  will 
assure  better  pictures  for  the  pub- 
lic. 

Rochester  Times  Union  (Amy  H. 
Croughton):  The  clause  in  the  Neely 
bill  requiring  producers  to  furnish 
a  synopsis  of  pictures  to  be  made, 
and  to  live  up  to  it,  is  as  useless  as 
it  is  impossible.  As  the  knowing 
Charles  Laughton  once  said,  "You 
can't  censor  a  leer."  It  is  not  the 
story  of  picture  as  that  story  may 
be  outlined  in  advance  that  counts, 
it  is  the  way  the  story  is  treated  by 
director  and  players. 

Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  (W.  Ward 
Marsh):  One  of  the  wildest  phases, 
to  give  an  example  of  the  Neely 
bill,  makes  it  necessary  for  exhibi- 
tors to  approve  film  scripts  before 
each  picture  is  made.  Imagine  what 
a  script  will  look  like  when  a  dozen 
exhibitors  get  through  with  it! 

Springfield  (Mass.)  News-Journal 
(Jane  Williams):  .  .  .  What  annoys 
me  about  the  darned  bill  is  that  if 
it  passes  the  theater  manager  will 
be  acting  as  my  censor  and  will 
bring  in  only  such  pictures  HE 
wants  me  to  see,  and  then,  too,  most 
of  us  feel  that  the  Government  al- 
ready is  regulating  private  business 
to  an  alarming  extent. 

Amesbury  (Mass.)  Daily  News: 
If  you  enjoy  the  present  ability  of 


NEW  GABLE  CONTRACT 
TOTALS  $2,000,000 
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the  seven  years  expire,  his  pay  will 
total  $2,000,000. 

Contract  is  for  a  52-week  year  in- 
stead of  the  customary  40-week 
year.  He  has  just  completed  "Strange 
Cargo"  and  will  next  appear  in 
"Boom  Town."  "Witch  in  the  Wil- 
derness" and  "The  Great  Canadian" 
are  on  his  later  schedule. 

M-G-M  has  tentatively  scheduled 
Rostand's  "Cyrano  de  Bergerac"  for 
Spencer  Tracy,  having  bought  the 
rights   from    Alexander   Korda. 

Ann  Rutherford  has  been  added 
to  the  cast  of  "Pride  and  Prejudice" 
and  Rose  Hobart  to  "Susan  and 
God." 


365  Openings  for  "69th" 

Warners'  "The  Fighting  69th" 
will  have  365  key  city  openings  this 
week.  The  film,  which  is  nationally 
released  tomorrow  opens  at  the 
New  York  Strand  today.  At  to- 
night's showing  at  the  Strand  a 
number  of  officers  and  veterans  of 
the    69th   Regiment   will   attend. 

Jugoslavia  Censors  Reel 

Belgrade  (By  Cable)— The  official 
censor  has  reversed  a  prior  stand 
in  which  he  permitted  News  of  the 
Day  newsreel  sequences  depicting 
scenes  of  aerial  warfare  between 
British  and  German  planes  to  be 
shown.  German  Legation  here  is 
said  to  have  lodged  strong  protest 
of  footage,  which  disclosed  a  dozen 
Messerschmidt  planes  destroyed  by 
Royal  Air  Force  machines. 


Belgian  Amusement  Tax 

Brussels  (By  Cable) — From  Jan. 
1939  to  Sept.  30,  the  receipts  of  the 
Belgian  Government  from  taxes  on 
all  sorts  of  amusements  amounted 
to  28,406,788  francs.  This  is  a  drop 
of  4,401,180  francs  from  the  receipts 
of  the  corresponding  period  in  1938. 

your  manager  to  get  the  pictures 
which  you  like  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment,  get  in  touch  with  your 
Congressman  and  Senator  and  tell 
him  that  you  desire  that  the  Neely 
bill  should  be  defeated. 

Vernon  (Tex.)  Record:  The  public 
will  not  be  greatly  affected  by  this 
bill.  It  is  a  fight  within  the  indus- 
try, between  the  independents  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  larger  companies 
on  the  other,  and  should  be  recog- 
nized as  such,  and  the  final  decision 
made    on   that   basis. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Petersburg,  Va. — Harriet  Rubin, 
daughter  of  Herman  Rubin,  city 
manager  of  Neighborhood  Theaters, 
was  married  to  Dr.  Louis  Savel  of 
Newark,  N.  J. 
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"Inspector  Hornleigh 
On  Holiday" 

with   Gordon    Harker,   Alistair   Sim 
20th-Fox  76  Mins. 

ENTERTAINING  AND  SUSPENSEFULLY 
WORKED  OUT  MURDER  MYSTERY  IS 
GOOD  SCREENFARE  FOR  ANY  TYPE  OF 
AUDIENCE. 

If  20th-Fox's  English  production  unit  con- 
tinues to  turn  out  pictures  in  this  series 
that  are  as  good  as  this  one,  the  series  will 
become  extremely  popular  in  this  country. 
The  story  is  good,  it  is  well  worked  out, 
well  paced  and  suspenseful.  The  cast  is 
fine  and  the  direction  of  Walter  Forde  is 
good.  Gordon  Harker  is  humorous  and 
able  as  the  Scotland  Yard  inspector,  and 
his  faithful  sergeant,  Alistair  Sim,  grows 
funnier  with  each  picture.  Remainder  of 
the  cast  is  above  average  for  performance 
and  ability.  Harker  and  Sim  are  vacation- 
ing. An  accident  turns  into  murder  and 
they  are  led  on  an  exciting  chase  before 
they  finally  round  up  the  culprits.  Any 
type  of  audience  will  enjoy  this  picture  as 
it  is  a  first-rate  picture  in  every  respect. 

CAST:  Gordon  Harker,  Alistair  Sim,  Lin- 
den Travers,  Wally  Patch,  Edward  Chapman, 
Philip    Leaver,    Kynaston    Reeves. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Edward  Black;  Di- 
rector, Walter  Forde;  Screenplay,  Sidney 
Gilliat;  Based  on  a  character  created  by  H. 
W.   Priwin;  Cameraman,  Jack  Cox. 

DIRECTION,  Actionful.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 


Columbus  Variety  Club 

Gives  Pullin  Gold  Key 

Columbus,  0. — From  all  indica- 
tions a  new  Variety  Club  tradition 
was  born  when  retiring  Chief  Bark- 
er W.  C.  Pullin  presented  the  new 
president  with  a  gold  key  to  the 
club.  The  presentation  was  part  of 
the  induction  ceremonies  when  C. 
Harry  Schreiber,  City  RKO  man- 
ager, became  chief  barker  of  Tent 
Two. 

For  his  first  official  act  as  chief 
barker  Schreiber  named  heads  of 
the  various  committees:  Finance, 
Jake  Luft,  manager  of  the  Giand 
Theater  Bldg.;  membership,  Max 
Stearn,  Southern  Theater;  general 
activities,  Virgil  Jackson,  Uptown 
Theater;  Heart  Committee,  P.  J. 
Wood,  ITOO  secretary,  and  Luft; 
publicity,  Ken  Tooill,  Ohio  State 
Journal  m.e.;  professional  guests, 
Fred  Ostreicher,  Loew's  p.a.;  shut- 
in-movies,  Lou  Holleb,  New  The- 
ater; barn  dance,  Milt  Staub,  Gustav 
Hirsh  Organization. 

On  Saturday  night  the  new  offi- 
cers will  play  host  to  the  member- 
ship with  a  supper  dance.  Special 
event  will  be  opening  of  the  "Cave." 


Metro  Five  to  Play  UA 

Metro's  basketball  team,  after  de- 
feating the  Republic  five  by  a  score 
of  82-24,  will  play  UA  tomorrow 
afternoon,  at  the  Jacob  Riis  House. 
This  game  will  be  another  step  to- 
wards the  formation  of  a  Motion 
Picture  Company  Basketball  League. 


"Straight  Shooter" 

with  Tim  McCoy,  Julie  Sheldon,  Ted  Adams 
Principal  Pictures  54  Mins. 

ACTIONFUL  WESTERN  WILL  ENTER- 
TAIN THE  TIM  MCCOY  FANS. 

Starting  off  with  a  bang,  this  new  Tim 
McCoy  starrer  has  plenty  of  action  and 
punch  to  carry  it  through  to  the  finish 
without  any  letup.  Tim  McCoy  is  his  usual 
straight-shooting  self,  once  again  a  demon 
agent  of  the  law  in  disguise.  Julie  Sheldon 
has  the  femme  lead,  Ben  Corbett  acts  as 
McCoy's  man  Friday,  and  Ted  Adams  will 
get  a  hiss  in  any  theater  as  the  villain. 
McCoy  is  sent  out  by  the  Government  to 
try  and  locate  a  cache  of  stolen  bonds. 
Miss  Sheldon  is  also  interested  in  the  ranch 
where  the  bonds  are  supposedly  hidden. 
Adams,  a  member  of  the  gang,  also  wants 
the  ranch  to  try  and  locate  the  bonds.  Mc- 
Coy winds  the  affair  up  with  the  bracelets 
on  the  villains  and  Miss  Sheldon  as  a  half 
partner  in  his  ranching  venture. 

CAST:  Tim  McCoy,  Julie  Sheldon,  Ben 
Corbett,  Ted  Adams,  Reed  Howes,  Forrest 
Taylor,  Bud  Buster. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sam  Katzman;  Di- 
rector, Sam  Newfield;  Screenplay,  Basil 
Dickey  and  Joseph  O'Donnell. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
O.  K. 

Court  Finds  No  Contract 
to  Pay  Bank  Night  Prize 

Nashville,  Tenn. — The  Tennessee 
Court  of  Appeals  has  affirmed  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Davidson  County 
in  a  Bank  Night  suit  involving  $280 
in  which  a  verdict  for  the  defendant, 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  had  been 
given. 

Suit  was  brought  by  Augusta 
Sparks  whose  "number"  at  the 
Woodland  Theater  apparently  was 
drawn.  The  manager  of  the  the- 
ater claimed  the  number  was  not 
in  the  barrel  although  it  was  called; 
and  that  he  had  withheld  the  num- 
ber after  he  suspected  trickery  but 
had  announced  the  winner  for  fear 
there  would  be  a  disturbance.  He 
had  given  the  winner  a  check,  but 
later  recalled  it. 

In  the  Court  of  General  Sessions, 
judgment  was  entered  for  the  plain- 
tiff but  on  appeal  to  Circuit  Court, 
the  decision  was  reversed.  In  af- 
firming the  Circuit  Court,  the  Ten- 
nessee Court  of  Appeals,  in  an  opin- 
ion by  Judge  S.  L.  Felts,  held  that 
"There  was  neither  a  contract  on 
the  part  of  defendant  to  pay  the 
prize  or  sufficient  delivery  to  make 
out  a  gift." 


Kaufman  Heads  Realfilm 

With  Sidney  Kaufman  as  presi- 
dent, Realfilm  Productions,  Inc., 
1600  Broadway,  has  been  organized 
to  conduct  a  general  pix  biz  spe- 
cializing in  production  of  industrial, 
educational,  institutional,  scientific 
documentary  and  commercial  films. 
John  Ferno  will  be  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction, Leo  Mittler  will  handle  the- 
atrical releases. 


"Heaven  With  A 
Barbed  Wire  Fence" 

with   Jean    Rogers,    Raymond   Walburn, 

Glenn  Ford 

20th-Fox  62   Mins. 

DRAMATIC  YARN  WITH  ABLE  CAST 
RATES   AS    NEAT   NABE  OFFERING. 

Combining  pathos  and  humor  this  release 
tells  a  story  which  will  ring  true  fictionally, 
and  will  be  received  well  by  nabe  audi- 
ences. It  has  plenty  of  drama  in  the  tell- 
ing and  an  able  cast  handles  the  assign- 
ments well.  Ricardo  Cortez  gets  credit 
as  the  director.  Jean  Rogers,  Glenn  Ford, 
Marjorie  Rambeau,  Raymond  Walburn  and 
Nicholas  Conte  head  the  cast.  Ford  has 
invested  his  earnings  in  a  mail  order  ranch 
in  Arizona.  Hitch-hiking  his  way  west  he 
meets  Jean,  a  Spanish  refugee  on  her  way 
to  a  relative's  home  in  California.  Conte, 
an  embittered  youth  also  joins  them.  On 
the  way  they  meet  Walburn  in  a  hobo 
jungle.  A  fight  ensues  and  Walburn  helps 
them  to  escape.  Ford  marries  Jean  to  save 
her  from  the  immigration  authorities,  but 
she  is  ashamed  of  the  marriage  and  runs 
away.  However,  despite  Ford's  disillusion- 
ment when  he  sees  his  ranch,  the  return  of 
Jean  makes  everything  alright  and  they  have 
a  new  life  to  start  together. 

CAST:  Jean  Rogers,  Glenn  Ford,  Raymond 
Walburn,  Marjorie  Rambeau  Nicholas 
Conte,  Eddie  Collins,  Ward  Bond,  Irving 
Bacon,  Kay  Linaker. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  M.  Wurtzel;  Di- 
rector, Ricardo  Cortez;  Screenplay,  Dalton 
Trumbo,  Leonard  Hoffman  and  Ben  Grau- 
man  Kohn;  Based  on  an  original  story  by 
Dalton  Trumbo;  Cameraman,  Edward  Cron- 
jager;   Editor,    Norman   Colbert. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Miss   Exhib.  Ass'n  Aiding 

Infantile  Paralysis  Drive 

Jackson  —  Towns  in  Mississippi 
which  do  not  have  Sunday  shows 
are  holding  matinees  again  on  Jan. 
28,  as  was  the  case  on  Jan.  21,  and 
giving  all  revenue  other  than  film 
rental  to  Mississippi's  Celebration  of 
the  President's  Birthday  charity 
drive  to  obliterate  infantile  paraly- 
sis. 

Shows  are  being  held  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  various  County  Commit- 
tees and  with  approval  of  City  and 
County  authorities.  R.  X.  Williams, 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Theater 
Owners,  asserts  that  the  shows,  aside 
from  the  splendid  charity  which  they 
will  advance,  are  bound  to  create 
good-will  for  the  theaters  and  ap- 
peal to  many  who  are  not  theater 
customers. 


R.   M.   Phillips  Transferred 

Charles  City,  la.— R.  M.  Phillips, 
manager  of  the  Charles  Theater 
here  for  nearly  five  years,  has  been 
transferred  by  the  Central  States 
Theater  Corp.  to  Norfolk,  Neb., 
where  he  will  be  in  charge  of  two 
houses.  N.  R.  Lynn  of  Kearney, 
Neb.,  Will  assume  charge  of  the 
Charles   theater   around   Feb.    1. 


"Chasing  Trouble" 

with  Frankie  Darro,  Marjorie  Reynolds, 

Milburn   Stone 

Monogram  64  Mins. 

SPY  STORY  WITH  AMUSINGf~~vVIST 
WILL  SERVE  NICELY  AS  PROGRAI  J  ARE. 

A  little  different  from  the  usual  spy 
story,  this  new  Monogram  release  will  do 
alright  as  a  program  offering  in  the  nabe 
houses.  Picture  has  enough  action  and 
suspense  to  keep  it  interesting  throughout. 
Frankie  Darro  heads  a  hard  working  cast 
that  includes  Milburn  Stone,  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds, George  Cleveland  and  Alex  Callam. 
Darro,  messenger  boy  for  a  florist  as  well 
as  being  an  amateur  graphologist,  continually 
pries  his  way  into  other  people's  business. 
Darro  unwittingly  stumbles  into  a  nest  of 
spies  and  is  being  used  by  the  ring  as  he 
believes,  Callam,  the  ringleader,  is  a  gov- 
ernment agent.  Milburn  Stone,  a  news- 
paper reporter,  and  a  new  book  on  grapho- 
logy finally  change  Darro's  mind  about 
Callam.  From  there  on  to  the  finish  then 
is  plenty  of  action  before  the  spies  an 
rounded   up   and   a   bombing  plot  is  foiled. 

CAST:     Frankie     Darro,     Milburn    Stone, 
Marjorie    Reynolds,    Alex    Callam,    George 
Cleveland,  Mantan  Moreland,  Lillian  Elliott, 
Tristam  Coffin,  Stanford  Jolley,  Willy  Cos 
tello,   Donald  Kerr,  Cheryl  Walker. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Grant 
Withers;  Director,  Howard  Bretherton; 
Screenplay,  Mary  McCarthy;  Cameraman, 
Harry  Neumann. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Lincoln  Street  Widening 

to  Eliminate  the  Varsity  I 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Varsity,  Nebraska 
Theaters,  Inc.,  operated,  and  Jennie 
and  Frank  Kimball  owned,  was  ap- 
praised by  a  city  council  appointed 
committee  of  real  estate  men  as  of 
$58,000  value.  It  will  be  torn  down 
this  year  in  a  street  widening  move, 
which  will  reduce  seating  by  1,100 
here. 

Also  estimated  $6,685  damage 
would  be  done  to  the  Colonial  (J.  J. 
Buck,  owner)  wall  on  the  other  side 
of  the  street.  Colonial,  action  spot, 
is  operated  by  George  Monroe. 


France  Sends  Documentary 
Pictures  to  the  Japanese 


Paris  (By  Cable) — Through  the 
department  of  propaganda  for  for- 
eign nations,  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Information  has  recently 
sent  15  carefully  selected  French 
documentary  films  to  Japan.  The 
pictures  are  to  be  shown  as  a  part 
of  the  regular  programs  in  Japanese 
cinemas,  with  part  of  the  revenue 
being  sent  back  to  France — self- 
paying  propaganda. 

Among  the  films  selected  are  Mar- 
cel Ichac's  "Mission  of  France"  and 
Louis  Cuny's  "Le  Violon,  Rouen." 


"De  Murcie"  as  "Heritage" 

French  Cinema  Center  will  release 
'Jardin  de   Murcie"   as   "Heritage." 
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IT  IS  AS  IMPERISI 


"Despite  an  array  of  diplomatic  and  official  celebrities  that 
had  even  Supreme  Court  Justices  sitting  in  the  balcony  <- . 
the  greatest  possible  compliment  is  that  it  stole  the  show 
from  its  own  World  Premiere." 


-Don  Craig,  Washington  Daily  New< 


u 


Will  be  echoed  by  audiences  everywhere  so  long  as  the  celluloid 

UpOn  Which  it  iS  reCOrded  Shall  laSt."- Carol  Fr/nk,  Washington  Times-Herat 


"A  miracle  of  collaboration  which  Providence  sees  fit  to 
make  a  rarity. . .  Hollywood  is  entitled  to  feel  it  has  created 

a  fitting  memorial   tO   LinCOln."  -Jay  Carmody,  Washington  Evening  Sta, 

"A  TRIUMPHANT  ACHIEVEMENT  OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE. "-«.ta  «*««  oa«y 

"DISTINCTIVE,  RICH  IN  DRAMA,  SHOULD  REPEAT  AS  AWARD  WINNER 
AND  AT  BOX  OFFICE. 

"ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  PICTURES  WHICH  EVER  HAS  REACHED  THE  SCREEN." 

-Hollywood  Reporter 

"TRANSCENDS  ALL  PREVIOUS  EFFORTS... A  SUPERB  JOB. " -H«,(yWood variety 
"ONE  PICTURE  EVERYONE  SHOULD  SEE  AND  EVERY  EXHIBITOR  PLAY." 

-  Red  Kann,  in  Box  Office 

"ONE  OF  THE  GREATEST,  MOST  WARMLY  HUMAN  FILMS  . . .  HOLLYWOOD 
HAS  EVER  TURNED  OUT."  -The™,0, 

"HOLDS  ONE  SPELLBOUND . . .  SCREEN'S  FINEST ...  A  PICTURE  TO  BE 
SEEN  AND  TREASURED."  .s,™,r,s.S!ws. 

"AN  EMOTIONAL  SMASH  WHICH  WILL  SEND  FILMGOERS  OUT  OF 
THE  THEATRE  TO  LAUD  IT."  _Variety 
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IT  IS  AS  IMPERI 


"Despite  an  array  of  diplomatic  and  official  celebrities  that 
had  even  Supreme  Court  Justices  sitting  in  the  balcony.  . 
the  greatest  possible  compliment  is  that  it  stole  the  show 
from  its  own  World  Premiere."        -Doncra,g,  Washington  Daiiy  n«n 

"Will  be  echoed  by  audiences  everywhere  so  long  as  the  celluloid 

UpOn  Which  it  iS  reCOrded  Shall  laSt."-Caro/Frinfc,  Washington  Times-Herald 

"A  miracle  of  collaboration  which  Providence  sees  fit  to 
make  a  rarity. . .  Hollywood  is  entitled  to  feel  it  has  created 
a  fitting  memorial  to  Lincoln."     .Jay  Carmotly,  Wa.Mngton  Evening  st* 

"A  TRIUMPHANT  ACHIEVEMENT  OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE.  -«„„„„  „«„„  „,„> 

"DISTINCTIVE,  RICH  IN  DRAMA,  SHOULD  REPEAT  AS  AWARD  WINNER 
AND  AT  BOX  OFFICE. 

-  Film  Daily 

"ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  PICTURES  WHICH  EVER  HAS  REACHED  THE  SCREEN." 

HTnatiAMP>IM.    -  -Hollywood  Reporter 

TRANSCENDS  ALL  PREVIOUS  EFFORTS... A  SUPERB  JOB.' «—..*, 
"ONE  PICTURE  EVERYONE  SHOULD  SEE  AND  EVERY  EXHIBITOR  PLAY. 

-Red  Kann,  in  Box  Office 

m  e«»t  122: M0ST  mm  mm  ms  ■  ■  ^m 

-  The  Exhibitor 

"HOLDS  ONE  SPELLBOUND . . .  SCREEN'S  FINEST      A  PIPTIIRF  TO  BE 
SEEN  AND  TREASURED.'  "  A  PICTURE  T0  B 

-Showmen's  Trade  Review 

"AN  EMOTIONAL  SMASH  WHICH  WILL  SEND  FIIMPnFRS  nilT  OF 
THE  THEATRE  TO  LAUD  IT.  FILMGOERS  OUT  OF 

-  Variety 
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■  >nd  continoed  cold  lo<|.y  and 
tomorrow.     Temperalures    yesler- 
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FRONT  PAGE  NEWS  IN  THE' 
NATION'S  CAPITAL!  •*.  ^ 

•"/ere  attended  by  the  most  distinguished 
group  0/  diplomatic,  official  and  society  per- 
sonages ever  gathered  in  a  theatre!..  Weeks 
°'  publicity  in  the  Washington  papers,  cul- 
minating in  an  avalanche  of  notices  such  as 
I  "ever  has  been  recorded  for  a  show  before! 


Sty 


Or     T  II  C     1 1 1 1 1| "   SAYS  RED  BOOK  MAGAZINE,  calling  it  "•»< 
of  Jh*  mncr  «,tf»i»ieant  motion  pictures  of  our  times" 


I  Way  tran.Urrcd  to 


First  Lady  Leads 
Notables  Greeting 
World  Premiere 

Stars  in  Screen  Drama  Cheered  by 
Crowds  at  RKO  Keith's 

By  CAROL  FRINK 


AS  WE  GO  TO  PRESS .. . 

WASHINGTON  . . .  Keith's  Theatre  reports  heavy  advance  sale 
of  reserved  seats  at  $1.10.  FIRST  THREE  NIGHTS  PLAYED 
TO  ABSOLUTE  CAPACITY.  Mornings,  55c,  afternoons,  75c.  • 
City  blanketed  by  almost  foot  of  snow.  Schools  closed,  traffic 
tied  up. 

ADVANCED  PRICE,  RESERVED  SEAT  ENGAGEMENTS 

set  in  Sheridan  Theatre,  Miami  Beach;  Paramount,  Palm  Beach; 
Capital,  St.  Petersburg;  Victory,  Tampa;  Florida,  Jacksonville; 
Auditorium,  Daytona  Beach  . . .  Opens  twice  daily  engagement 
at  Four  Star,  Los  Angeles,  Feb.  1. 

NO  WONDER  THE  PICTURE  IS  SENSATIONAL! 

For  Two  years  the  dominant  box-office  attraction  of  the 
stage-on  Broadway  and  the  road . . .  Road  engagements 
grossing  $20,000  and  $30,000  a  week... This  Pulitzer  Prize 
Play  establishing  itself  everywhere  as  the  top  attraction! 
NOW,  ASA  PICTURE, 
DESTINED  FOR  THE  SAME  KIND  OF  BOX-OFFICE  SUCCESS! 


ROBERT  E.  SHERWOOD'S 

ABE  LINCOLN  in  ILLINOIS 


with  RAYMOND  MASSEY  •  Gene  Lockhart  •  Ruth  Gordon  •  Mary 
Howard  •  Dorothy  Tree  •  Harvey  Stephens  •  Minor  Watson  •  Alan  Baxter 

Produced  by  Max  Gordon  •  Directed  by  John  Cromwell  •  screen  play  by  Robert  e.  Sherwood 
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buuwa    11    rv  1 1  n  rncdcni    11     wviin  r  jlm  i    if    run 

PRIDE  •  PRESTIGE  •  PROFIT 


Friday,  January  26,  1940 


"&%&; 


17 


T  MAY  SIMPLIFY 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

last  year  and  a  net  loss  of  $1,- 
OS-^dp  in  1937. 

O^wdin  pointed  out  that  consoli- 
dation of  the  parent  company  and 
the  operating  company  would  in- 
volve recapitalization  and  that  it 
was  hoped  a  report  on  such  a  project 
could  be  submitted  to  stockholders 
this  year. 

Universal's  steady  rise  in  volume, 
cash  position  and  earnings  during 
the  last  three  years  can  be  seen  by 
the  figures  in  the  current  state- 
ment. As  to  volume,  an  increase  of 
$88,000  was  reported  from  the  start 
of  the  new  fiscal  year,  Dec.  23,  1939, 
over  the  same  period  of  1938. 
Fourth  quarter  net  earnings  were 
$366,325  against  a  profit  of  $161,929 
in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the 
preceding  fiscal  year. 

The  consolidated  balance  sheet  of 
Universal  Pictures  and  subsidiaries 
at  Oct.  28,  1939,  showed  a  net  work- 
ing capital  of  $5,512,194,  an  increase 
of  approximately  $900,000  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  date 
of   1938. 

During  the  three  years  ending  Oct. 
28  last,  Universal  increased  its  gross 
income  $5,727,992  or  31.5  per  cent. 
A  net  loss  from  operations  of  $1,- 
030,488  has  been  converted  into  a 
net  operating  profit  of  $1,578,078, 
an  improvement  of  $2,608,566. 

"That  the  increase  in  net  work- 
ing capital  has  not  been  sufficient 
in  itself  to  support  the  enlarged 
program  of  the  company,"  the 
statement  reads,  "is  evidenced,  how- 
ever, by  the  fact  that  due  to  the  in- 
creased inventory,  the  bank  loans 
at  Oct.  30,  1939,  amounted  to  $3,- 
117,460,  or  an  increase  of  $1,042,500 
in  the  12-month  period." 

Foreign  business  has  been  larger 
during  the  1939  period  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  The  state- 
ment points  out  that  the  company's 
foreign  business  in  1939  accounted 
for  $8,987,128  of  the  year's  revenue, 
or  37.64  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Costs  of  labor  reached  an  all- 
time  high  last  year,  it  was  said, 
resulting  in  a  serious  problem  in 
reducing  basic  picture  costs.  Taxes 
have  increased  93.96  per  cent  over 
1937.  Last  year,  Universal  paid 
81.8  cents  in  taxes  for  every  dol- 
lar of  net  profit. 

Modernizations  and  improvements 
to  the  studio  cost  approximately 
$700,000  last  year. 


WB  Reargument  Motion  Lost 

Albany  —  The  Court  of  Appeals 
yesterday  denied  the  motion  of  War- 
ner Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  for  rear- 
gument of  the  William  La  Varre 
plagiarism  case.  The  court  recent- 
ly decided  the  facts  should  be  deter- 
mined by  a  jury. 


nCIVS  Of  TH€  DflV 


Dover,  N.  H.  —  Melvin  Morrison, 
manager  of  the  Strand  Theater,  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Dover 
Retail  Merchants'  Association. 


Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico — V.  P. 
Byrne  formerly  of  Delta  Colorado  is 
succeeding  E.  D.  Nelson  as  manager 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Theater  here.  Nel- 
son is  being  transferred  to  the  Hia- 
watha Theater  in  Denver. 


New  Haven — Boston  Amusement 
Corporation  has  been  incorporated 
here  with  a  $50,000  capitalization 
and  Elsie  Gurian,  Samuel  R.  Hadel- 
man,  and  Ida  Echter,  of  New  Hav- 
en, as  incorporators.  Hadelman 
operates  the  Capitol,  Bridgeport,  and 
has  just  acquired  the  Colonial, 
Bridgeport. 


Chicago — M.  Abrams,  N.  N.  Gross 
and  L.  Shapiro,  all  well-known  to 
the  Chicago  film  trade,  have  organ- 
ized the  Met  Amusement  Corporation 
with  offices  at  238  West  31st  Street 
to  operate  film  theaters. 


Cincinnati — Warner's  Yarrow  Mil- 
ler, Jimmy  Brunetti  and  Sam  Osh- 
rey,  Paramount's  Ross  Spencer,  BF 
Rights,  Don  Duff  and  Metro's  Tom 
McMahon  are  captains  of  the  newly 
reorganized  Film  Row  Bowling 
teams. 


Albany  —  Fabian  changes  an- 
nounced by  Lou  Golding,  area  man- 
ager, send  George  Seed  in  as  man- 
ager of  The  Hall,  Oscar  Perrin  mov- 
ing over  to  The  Grand.  Larry  Cowan 
is  supervising  manager  of  both  the- 


aters. Seed  formerly  managed  the 
Colonial,  last-run  Utica  house  now 
showing  vodvil. 


Cleveland — Dick  Deutsch  of  the 
Dick  Deutsch  Printing  Co.  and  Nate 
Gerson  of  Real  Art  Pictures,  have 
been  appointed  official  territorial  dis- 
tributors for  Keen-O-Kwizz,  screen 
game. 


Miami  Beach,  Fla.— Ferd  Midel- 
burg,  owner  of  a  chain  of  movie  the- 
aters in  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
has  bought  a  $30,000  winter  residence 
on  Biscayne  waterway  and  plans  to 
spend  at  least  a  part  of  his  time 
here. 


Miami — To  celebrate  the  conclu- 
sion of  its  school  session  for  em- 
ployees, Wometco  Theaters  gave  70 
of  its  ushers,  assistant  managers 
and  managers  a  "graduation"  ban- 
quet here  Monday  night  at  the  Royal 
Palm   Club. 


Morning  Sun,  la. — The  Electric 
Theater  has  opened  under  new  man- 
agement of  C.  J.  Sears  who  pur- 
chased the  house  recently  from  E.  L. 
Hohns.  The  house  has  been  closed 
for  three  weeks  for  repairs. 


Fordyce,  Ark. — Gerry  Doig,  man- 
ager of  the  Dallas  Theater  here  for 
the  past  several  months,  has  been 
transferred  to  Waldron  where  he  is 
in  charge  of  remodeling  another 
house  which  was  recently  bought  by 
K.  Lee  Williams  Theaters,  Inc.  Lew 
Stocker,  Hobbs,  N.  M.,  will  succeed 
Doig  as  manager. 


Plans  Coast,  New  York  Shows 
For  Actors'  Locals'  Home 


W est    Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Edward  Arnold,  presi- 
dent of  AFRA  and  active  in  4-A's, 
has  announced  plans  for  a  gigantic 
dinner  and  show  at  Cocoanut  Grove, 
Feb.  22,  to  raise  funds  to  provide  a 
home  for  the  locals  of  actors'  unions. 
Plans  are  to  buy  or  lease  a  build- 
ing. 

Many  of  the  biggest  names  have 
agreed  to  appear  on  the  program 
with  skits  and  songs.  Plans  are 
being  made  to  hold  the  same  type 
of  show  at  Astor  Hotel  in  New 
York   on   the   same   night. 


New  Theaters  W.  of  Rockies 
Cost  $3,850,000  in  1939 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 


Hollywood  —  Estimated  cost  of 
new  theater  construction  in  the  ter- 
ritory west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
for  1939  is  $3,850,000,  while  cost  of 
remodeling  houses  was   $2,420,000. 

Joins   Birdwell   Office 

Ethel  Butterworth,  formerly  with 
M-G-M  and  Columbia  as  a  writer, 
has  joined  Russell  Birdwell  and  As- 
sociates. 


GWTW  in  Two  Move-overs 
at  Miami  and  Miami  Beach 


Miami,  Fla. — Although  more  than 
65,000  persons  saw  GWTW  at  the 
Olympia  in  Miami  and  Sheridan  in 
Miami  Beach,  during  the  8-day 
showing,  so  great  is  the  demand  for 
seats  that  the  pix  is  held  for  another 
week,  moving  over  to  the  Colony  in 
Miami  Beach  and  the  Roxy  in 
Miami.  Enough  money  was  left  at 
the  offices  the  first  day  of  sale  to 
fill  both  theaters  for  three  days, 
according  to  W.  R.  Lynch,  general 
manager  of  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc. 


Reds  Delete  Nazi  Affronts 
from  Eisenstein's  Picture 


Moscow  (By  Cable) — In  an  effort  to 
whip  up  patriotism  in  its  war  with 
Finland,  Russia's  propaganda  de- 
partment has  reissued  Sergei  Eisen- 
stein's "Alexander  Nevsky,"  after 
ordering  deletion  of  all  episodes  in 
any  way  derogatory  to  the  Nazis, 
but  leaving  in  any  that  might  of- 
fend the  Fascists,  since  Italy  is  giv- 
ing help  to  the  Soviets'  enemy,  Fin- 
land. 


FOUR-POINT  PROGRAM 
BEFORE  MEX.  INDUSTRY 

(Continued  from  Page  I) 

steady  basis,  there  are  at  present 
only  three  new  pictures  scheduled 
to  begin  shooting  within  the  next 
10  days.  Camera  work  was  com- 
pleted last  week  at  the  studios  of 
Cinematografica  Latino  Americana, 
S.  A.  on  Films  Mundiales,  S.  A.'s 
"Que  viene  mi  Marido"  (There 
Comes  my  Husband),  with  Arturo 
de  Cordova,  Domingo  Soler,  Carlos 
Lopez  Moctezuma,  Julian  Soler,  Ju- 
lieta  Palavicini  and  Beatriz  Ramos 
heading  the  cast.  An  adaptation  of 
the  stage  success  of  Spanish  play- 
wright Carlos  Arniches,  was  mega- 
phoned by  Chano  Urueta. 

At  the  plant  of  Gabriel  Garcia 
Moreno  (Estudios  Azteca),  Produc- 
ciones  Rene  Cardona  has  just  fin- 
ished shooting  "Amor  de  los 
Amores"  (Love  of  Loves),  under  the 
direction  of  Rene  Cardona  himself 
and  with  Josefina  Escobedo,  Rafael 
Falcon  and  Carlos  Riquelme  topping 
the  cast. 

These  two  pictures  are  additions 
to  the  list  of  more  than  30  Mexican- 
made  films  which  are  yet  to  be  re- 
leased despite  the  official  decree  is- 
sued last  October  making  it  com- 
pulsory for  all  picture  theaters  to 
play  native  productions.  Only  11 
native  pictures  have  had  releases 
since  the  publication  of  the  decree, 
with  many  houses  having  failed 
to  date  to  comply  with  it,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  they 
may  incur  government  sanctions  for 
such  a  failure. 

Latest  Mexican  picture  released 
was  Producciones  Fenix,  A.  en  P.'s 
"La  Locura  de  Don  Juan"  (The 
Madness  of  Don  Juan),  with  Leo- 
poldo  ("El  Chata")  Ortin  starring 
and  Tomas  Perrin,  Susana  Guizar, 
Miguel  Montemayor,  Carlos  Lopez 
Moctezuma,  Rafael  Icardo  and  Emma 
Roldan  heading  the  supporting  cast. 
Adapted  by  Marco-Aurelio  Galindo 
from  the  play  by  celebrated  Spanish 
dramatist  Carlos  Arniches,  it  was 
made  into  a  deftly-handled,  fast- 
moving  farce  of  family  life  by  di- 
rector Gilberto  Martinez  Solares. 

A  new  producing  company  is  be- 
ing organized  under  the  name  fo 
ARIEL  by  Ernesto  Santos  Galindo, 
who  last  year  produced  with  Miguel 
de  Leon,  a  version  of  Jorge  Isaac's 
novel,  "Maria."  ARIEL  plans  to 
produce  four  pictures  within  the 
coming  12-month. 


Goldstone  Asks  Accounting 

Phil  Goldstone  Productions  filed 
suit  yesterday  in  the  New  York 
Supreme  Court  against  Majestic 
Pictures  Corp.,  Major  Film  Labora- 
tories, Herman  Gluckman  and 
Thomas  W.  Evans,  for  $35,000  and 
an  accounting.  Plaintiff  claims  that 
Majestic  received  distribution  rights 
to  10  of  the  plaintiff's  films  and 
later  assigned  16  mm.  rights  to 
these  films  without  the  plaintiff's 
permission. 
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last  year  and  a  net  loss  of  $1,- 
08^T\8  in  1937. 

C^Wdin  pointed  out  that  consoli- 
dation of  the  parent  company  and 
the  operating  company  would  in- 
volve recapitalization  and  that  it 
was  hoped  a  report  on  such  a  project 
could  be  submitted  to  stockholders 
this  year. 

Universale  steady  rise  in  volume, 
cash  position  and  earnings  during 
the  last  three  years  can  be  seen  by 
the  figures  in  the  current  state- 
ment. As  to  volume,  an  increase  of 
$88,000  was  reported  from  the  start 
of  the  new  fiscal  year,  Dec.  23,  1939, 
over  the  same  period  of  1938. 
Fourth  quarter  net  earnings  were 
$366,325  against  a  profit  of  $161,929 
in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the 
preceding  fiscal  year. 

The  consolidated  balance  sheet  of 
Universal  Pictures  and  subsidiaries 
at  Oct.  28,  1939,  showed  a  net  work- 
ing capital  of  $6,512,194,  an  increase 
of  approximately  $900,000  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  date 
of   1938. 

During  the  three  years  ending  Oct. 
28  last,  Universal  increased  its  gross 
income  $5,727,992  or  31.5  per  cent. 
A  net  loss  from  operations  of  $1,- 
030,488  has  been  converted  into  a 
net  operating  profit  of  $1,578,078, 
an  improvement  of  $2,608,566. 

"That  the  increase  in  net  work- 
ing capital  has  not  been  sufficient 
in  itself  to  support  the  enlarged 
program  of  the  company,"  the 
statement  reads,  "is  evidenced,  how- 
ever, by  the  fact  that  due  to  the  in- 
creased inventory,  the  bank  loans 
at  Oct.  30,  1939,  amounted  to  $3,- 
117,460,  or  an  increase  of  $1,042,500 
in  the  12-month  period." 

Foreign  business  has  been  larger 
during  the  1939  period  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  The  state- 
ment points  out  that  the  company's 
foreign  business  in  1939  accounted 
for  $8,987,128  of  the  year's  revenue, 
or  37.64  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Costs  of  labor  reached  an  all- 
time  high  last  year,  it  was  said, 
resulting  in  a  serious  problem  in 
reducing  basic  picture  costs.  Taxes 
have  increased  93.96  per  cent  over 
1937.  Last  year,  Universal  paid 
81.8  cents  in  taxes  for  every  dol- 
lar of  net  profit. 

Modernizations  and  improvements 
to  the  studio  cost  approximately 
$700,000  last  year. 


R€UJS  Of  TH€  DAV 


Dover,  N.  H.  —  Melvin  Morrison, 
manager  of  the  Strand  Theater,  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Dover 
Retail  Merchants'  Association. 


WB  Reargument  Motion  Lost 

Albany  —  The  Court  of  Appeals 
yesterday  denied  the  motion  of  War- 
ner Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  for  rear- 
gument of  the  William  La  Varre 
plagiarism  case.  The  court  recent- 
ly decided  the  facts  should  be  deter- 
mined by  a  jury. 


Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico — V.  P. 
Byrne  formerly  of  Delta  Colorado  is 
succeeding  E.  D.  Nelson  as  manager 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Theater  here.  Nel- 
son is  being  transferred  to  the  Hia- 
watha Theater  in  Denver. 


New  Haven — Boston  Amusement 
Corporation  has  been  incorporated 
here  with  a  $50,000  capitalization 
and  Elsie  Gurian,  Samuel  R.  Hadel- 
man,  and  Ida  Echter,  of  New  Hav- 
en, as  incorporators.  Hadelman 
operates  the  Capitol,  Bridgeport,  and 
has  just  acquired  the  Colonial, 
Bridgeport. 


Chicago — M.  Abrams,  N.  N.  Gross 
and  L.  Shapiro,  all  well-known  to 
the  Chicago  film  trade,  have  organ- 
ized the  Met  Amusement  Corporation 
with  offices  at  238  West  31st  Street 
to  operate  film  theaters. 


Cincinnati — Warner's  Yarrow  Mil- 
ler, Jimmy  Brunetti  and  Sam  Osh- 
rey,  Paramount's  Ross  Spencer,  BF 
Rights,  Don  Duff  and  Metro's  Tom 
McMahon  are  captains  of  the  newly 
reorganized  Film  Row  Bowling 
teams. 


Albany  —  Fabian  changes  an- 
nounced by  Lou  Golding,  area  man- 
ager, send  George  Seed  in  as  man- 
ager of  The  Hall,  Oscar  Perrin  mov- 
ing over  to  The  Grand.  Larry  Cowan 
is  supervising  manager  of  both  the- 


aters. Seed  formerly  managed  the 
Colonial,  last-run  Utica  house  now 
showing  vodvil. 


Cleveland — Dick  Deutsch  of  the 
Dick  Deutsch  Printing  Co.  and  Nate 
Gerson  of  Real  Art  Pictures,  have 
been  appointed  official  territorial  dis- 
tributors for  Keen-O-Kwizz,  screen 
game. 


Miami  Beach,  Fla.— Ferd  Midel- 
burg,  owner  of  a  chain  of  movie  the- 
aters in  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
has  bought  a  $30,000  winter  residence 
on  Biscayne  waterway  and  plans  to 
spend  at  least  a  part  of  his  time 
here. 


Miami — To  celebrate  the  conclu- 
sion of  its  school  session  for  em- 
ployees, Wometco  Theaters  gave  70 
of  its  ushers,  assistant  managers 
and  managers  a  "graduation"  ban- 
quet here  Monday  night  at  the  Royal 
Palm   Club. 


Morning  Sun,  la. — The  Electric 
Theater  has  opened  under  new  man- 
agement of  C.  J.  Sears  who  pur- 
chased the  house  recently  from  E.  L. 
Hohns.  The  house  has  been  closed 
for  three  weeks  for  repairs. 


Fordyce,  Ark. — Gerry  Doig,  man- 
ager of  the  Dallas  Theater  here  for 
the  past  several  months,  has  been 
transferred  to  Waldron  where  he  is 
in  charge  of  remodeling  another 
house  which  was  recently  bought  by 
K.  Lee  Williams  Theaters,  Inc.  Lew 
Stocker,  Hobbs,  N.  M.,  will  succeed 
Doig  as  manager. 


Plans  Coast,  New  York  Shows 
For  Actors'  Locals'  Home 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Edward  Arnold,  presi- 
dent of  AFRA  and  active  in  4-A's, 
has  announced  plans  for  a  gigantic 
dinner  and  show  at  Cocoanut  Grove, 
Feb.  22,  to  raise  funds  to  provide  a 
home  for  the  locals  of  actors'  unions. 
Plans  are  to  buy  or  lease  a  build- 
ing. 

Many  of  the  biggest  names  have 
agreed  to  appear  on  the  program 
with  skits  and  songs.  Plans  are 
being  made  to  hold  the  same  type 
of  show  at  Astor  Hotel  in  New 
York    on   the   same   night. 


New  Theaters  W.  of  Rockies 
Cost  $3,850,000  in  1939 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 


Hollywood  —  Estimated  cost  of 
new  theater  construction  in  the  ter- 
ritory west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
for  1939  is  $3,850,000,  while  cost  of 
remodeling  houses   was   $2,420,000. 


Joins   Birdwell   Office 

Ethel  Butterworth,  formerly  with 
M-G-M  and  Columbia  as  a  writer, 
has  joined  Russell  Birdwell  and  As- 
sociates. 


GWTW  in  Two  Move-overs 
at  Miami  and  Miami  Beach 


Miami,  Fla. — Although  more  than 
65,000  persons  saw  GWTW  at  the 
Olympia  in  Miami  and  Sheridan  in 
Miami  Beach,  during  the  8-day 
showing,  so  great  is  the  demand  for 
seats  that  the  pix  is  held  for  another 
week,  moving  over  to  the  Colony  in 
Miami  Beach  and  the  Roxy  in 
Miami.  Enough  money  was  left  at 
the  offices  the  first  day  of  sale  to 
fill  both  theaters  for  three  days, 
according  to  W.  R.  Lynch,  general 
manager  of  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc. 


Reds  Delete  Nazi  Affronts 
from  Eisenstein's  Picture 


Moscow  (By  Cable) — In  an  effort  to 
whip  up  patriotism  in  its  war  with 
Finland,  Russia's  propaganda  de- 
partment has  reissued  Sergei  Eisen- 
stein's "Alexander  Nevsky,"  after 
ordering  deletion  of  all  episodes  in 
any  way  derogatory  to  the  Nazis, 
but  leaving  in  any  that  might  of- 
fend the  Fascists,  since  Italy  is  giv- 
ing help  to  the  Soviets'  enemy,  Fin- 
land. 


FOUR-POINT  PROGRAM 
BEFORE  MEX.  INDUSTRY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

steady  basis,  there  are  at  present 
only  three  new  pictures  scheduled 
to  begin  shooting  within  the  next 
10  days.  Camera  work  was  com- 
pleted last  week  at  the  studios  of 
Cinematografica  Latino  Americana, 
S.  A.  on  Films  Mundiales,  S.  A.'s 
"Que  viene  mi  Marido"  (There 
Comes  my  Husband),  with  Arturo 
de  Cordova,  Domingo  Soler,  Carlos 
Lopez  Moctezuma,  Julian  Soler,  Ju- 
lieta  Palavicini  and  Beatriz  Ramos 
heading  the  cast.  An  adaptation  of 
the  stage  success  of  Spanish  play- 
wright Carlos  Arniches,  was  mega- 
phoned by  Chano  Urueta. 

At  the  plant  of  Gabriel  Garcia 
Moreno  (Estudios  Azteca),  Produc- 
ciones  Rene  Cardona  has  just  fin- 
ished shooting  "Amor  de  los 
Amores"  (Love  of  Loves),  under  the 
direction  of  Rene  Cardona  himself 
and  with  Josefina  Escobedo,  Rafael 
Falcon  and  Carlos  Riquelme  topping 
the  cast. 

These  two  pictures  are  additions 
to  the  list  of  more  than  30  Mexican- 
made  films  which  are  yet  to  be  re- 
leased despite  the  official  decree  is- 
sued last  October  making  it  com- 
pulsory for  all  picture  theaters  to 
play  native  productions.  Only  11 
native  pictures  have  had  releases 
since  the  publication  of  the  decree, 
with  many  houses  having  failed 
to  date  to  comply  with  it,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  they 
may  incur  government  sanctions  for 
such  a  failure. 

Latest  Mexican  picture  released 
was  Producciones  Fenix,  A.  en  P.'s 
"La  Locura  de  Don  Juan"  (The 
Madness  of  Don  Juan),  with  Leo- 
poldo  ("El  Chata")  Ortin  starring 
and  Tomas  Perrin,  Susana  Guizar, 
Miguel  Montemayor,  Carlos  Lopez 
Moctezuma,  Rafael  Icardo  and  Emma 
Roldan  heading  the  supporting  cast. 
Adapted  by  Marco-Aurelio  Galindo 
from  the  play  by  celebrated  Spanish 
dramatist  Carlos  Arniches,  it  was 
made  into  a  deftly-handled,  fast- 
moving  farce  of  family  life  by  di- 
rector Gilberto  Martinez  Solares. 

A  new  producing  company  is  be- 
ing organized  under  the  name  fo 
ARIEL  by  Ernesto  Santos  Galindo, 
who  last  year  produced  with  Miguel 
de  Leon,  a  version  of  Jorge  Isaac's 
novel,  "Maria."  ARIEL  plans  to 
produce  four  pictures  within  the 
coming  12-month. 


Goldstone  Asks  Accounting 

Phil  Goldstone  Productions  filed 
suit  yesterday  in  the  New  York 
Supreme  Court  against  Majestic 
Pictures  Corp.,  Major  Film  Labora- 
tories, Herman  Gluckman  and 
Thomas  W.  Evans,  for  $35,000  and 
an  accounting.  Plaintiff  claims  that 
Majestic  received  distribution  rights 
to  10  of  the  plaintiff's  films  and 
later  assigned  16  mm.  rights  to 
these  films  without  the  plaintiff's 
permission. 


"Destined  to  be  recalled  whenever  great 
motion  pictures  are  mentioned.  Added  to 
the  small  uncrowded  shelf  devoted  to  the 
cinema's  masterworks.  Flawless.  Almost 
incredible  Tightness  of  film's  casting.  A 
great  American  motion  picture.  Its  great- 
ness lies  in  many  things.  What  we've  been 
trying  to  say  is  that  The  Grapes  of  Wrath' 
is  just  about  as  good  as  any  picture  has  a 
right  to  be;  if  it  was  any  better,  we  just 
wouldn't  believe  our  eyes." 

— Frank  S.  Nugent,  N.  Y.  Times 

"Honest,  eloquent,  challenging  screen 
masterpiece.  A  great  film.  A  heart-shak- 
ing and  engrossing  motion  picture. 
Speaks  straight  and  passionately  of  things 
close  to  the  hearts  of  the  people.  A  triumph 
of  artistry  and  showmanship.  An  exciting 
and  enriching  emotional  experience. 
Makes  one  proud  to  have  even  a  small 
share  in  the  affairs  of  the  cinema." 

— Howard  Barnes,  N.  Y.  Herald  Tribune 


"The  most  daring  picture  that  has  ever 
come  out  of  Hollywood  and  one  of  the  most 
important.  Magnificent . . .  great  film  docu- 
ment. An  absorbing  spectacle." 

— Kate  Cameron,  N.  Y.  Daily  News 

"Darryl  Zanuck's  greatest  production 
achievement.  A  work  of  great  importance 
and  significance.  Always  it  is  intensely 
fascinating  and  stirring.  Has  outstanding 
factors  for  boxoffice  success.  Well-nigh 
flawless."  —Hollywood  Reporter 

"Profoundly  stirring  narrative  takes  pos- 
session of  the  screen  and  you.  Much  big- 
ger than  entertaining  .  .  .  unusually 
powerful."  —Archer  Winsten,  N.  Y.  Post 

"Dynamic  entertainment  pointed  towards 
top  grosses.  Takes  its  place  with  industry's 
milestones.  Grippingly  and  effectively  en- 
acted. The  emotional  impact  is  tremen- 
dous and  the  picture  seems  to  eclipse  the 
book  itself."  —Film  Daily 


Second  day  tops  Rivoli's 
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"Limitless  superlatives  of  praise  are  its 
just  due.  Will  hold  audiences  enthralled 
through  flawless  production,  direction, 
acting  and  the  pathos  of  its  theme.  Cast- 
ing was  inspired."  —Boxoffice 

"A  gripping  picture.  One  you  will  remem- 
ber for  a  long  time."  — Jimmie  Fidler 

"Merits  a  badge  of  honor  for  the  U.S. 

movie  industry."  — Life  magazine 

"One  of  the  greatest  pictures  in  the  history 
of  the  screen.  Of  such  power  and  tremen- 
dous impact  as  to  leave  you  stunned  with 
wonder.  Even  surpasses  the  novel  in  its 
surging  force.  The  adjectives  'overpower- 
ing' and  'magnificent'  are  all  too  inade- 
quate in  the  face  of  an  achievement  like 
this.  Nothing  like  it  has  ever  been  turned 
out  by  the  movies  before.  It  stands  as  a 
masterpiece." 

— Leo  Mishkin,  N.  Y.  Morning  Telegraph 


'Better  than  the  book." 


■Walter  Winchell 


"A  magnificent  picture.  An  absorbing 
story  filled  with  human  interest  and  tense- 
ness. A  picture  20th  Century-Fox  can 
boast  about  and  Darryl  Zanuck  can  feel 
is  a  real  feather  in  his  hat." 

— Louella  O.  Parsons 

"A  great  film,  one  of  the  greatest  ever  pro- 
duced. Memorable.  Belongs  to  everyone. 
An  epic  of  courage.  Unexcelled  directing 
and  acting.  John  Ford  has  proved  once 
and  for  all  that  he  is  Hollywood's  master 
story  teller  with  the  camera.  Theme  is 
powerful  enough  to  grip  you  and  thrill 

you." 

— William  Boehnel,  N.  Y.  World-Telegram 


record-breaking  opening! 


It  isn't  coincidence  •  that 
so  many  of  the  industry's 
executives  *  reach  automa- 
tically *  for  the  Film  Year 
Book  •  for  accurate  in- 
formation *  they  know  its 
value  *  The  1940  Edition 
out  very  soon  •  will  surpass 
all  previous  year  books  * 
in  every  way  *•*•** 


Friday,  January  26,  1940 
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CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 
COMPLETED  BY  NBRMP 


Consideration  of  the  broad  topic, 
"Fifty  Years  of  Films,"  will  feature 
the  16th  Annual  Conference  of  the 
NatiPT^.'  Board  of  Review  of  motion 
pictures  to  be  held  in  the  Hotel  Penn- 
sylvania here  from  Feb.  1-3,  inclu- 
sive. 

Program  for  initial  day  comprises: 
Registration  at  10  a.m.  in  Salle 
i»Ioderne;  Opening  Session,  10.30; 
Discussion  of  Community  Motion 
Picture  Activities,  11  a.m.;  "Fifty 
Years  of  Films"  (Part  1),  2.30  p.m.— 
scheduled  papers  being  "Travels  of 
a  Cameraman  in  the  90's"  (Francis 
Doublier),  "The  Story  Content  of 
Early  Films"  (Robert  Gessner), 
"Dominant  Personalities  of  the  Sil- 
ent Screen"  (Norbert  Lusk),  "An 
Actress  and  Her  Work"  (Elissa 
Landi),  and  "The  Art  of  the  Silent 
Film"  (Richard  Griffith). 

In  the  evening  at  8:30,  delegates 
will  join  the  Motion  Picture  Course 
at  New  York  University,  where  a 
yet  unreleased  feature  will  be  shown. 

Friday's  program  is  as  follows: 
Delegates'  meeting  with  Committee 
an  Exceptional  Photoplays  for  re- 
viewing of  a  new  picture,  10  a.m.; 
"Fifty  Years  of  Films"  (Part  2), 
in  Salle  Moderne,  scheduled  papers 
being  "The  Change  to  Sound"  (Al- 
bert Howson),  "Trends  in  the  Use 
of  Educational  Motion  Pictures"  (W. 
W.  Whittinghill),  "Films  and  Audi- 
ences" (Arthur  L.  Mayer),  and 
"Filming  a  European  War"  (Herbert 
Kline),  2:30  p.m. 

On  Friday  evening  at  8  o'clock, 
delegates  will  be  conducted  on  a  tour 
of  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art,  and 
view  a  program  of  selected  early 
films. 

Saturday  morning  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  Salle  Moderne  the  National 
Board's  Junior  Groups,  the  4-Star 
Clubs,  will  be  held. 

Conference's  concluding  event  will 
be  the  25th  Annual  Luncheon,  sched- 
uled for  noontime  that  day  in  the 
Hotel  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Brill,  newly-elected 
chairman  of  the  National  Board,  will 
play  an  important  role  in  the  three- 
day  proceedings,  which  he  will  launch 
via  an  address  of  welcome  on  the 
conclave's  opening  day. 

The  Conference  Committee,  members  of 
which  will  take  part  in  the  Thursday  morning 
discussion  of  community  motion  picture  ac- 
tivities, consists  of  the  following  delegates: 
Mrs.  Hubbell  J.  Adams,  Buffalo;  Mrs.  Lewis 
P.  Addoms,  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  Lawrence  S. 
Akers,  Memphis;  Mrs.  Frank  R.  Anderson, 
Cleveland;  Mrs.  L.  R.  Andrews,  Jacksonville; 
Dr.  Frank  Astor,  New  York  City;  Mrs.  Sara 
L,  Bach,  Scarsdale,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  Jesse  M. 
Bader,  New  York  City;  Mrs.  Emanuel  M.  Bars- 
ham,  Wilmington;  Mrs.  Raymond  R.  Bear, 
Allentown;  Dr.  A.  A.  Brill,  New  York  City; 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Bruns,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs. 
A.  F.  Burt,  St.  Louis;  Mrs.  E.  H  Cahill, 
New  York  City;  Mrs.  Ray  D.  Champlin, 
Oneonta,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  Piercy  Chestney,  Macon; 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Corrington,  Miami;  Mrs.  James 
A.  Craig,  Jacksonville;  Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Cuth- 
bert,  Atlantic  City;  Judge  John  R.  Davies,  New 
York  City;  Mrs.  Clarence  Echols,  Dallas; 
Mrs.  Fred  Evans,  Jacksonville;  Mrs.  Walter 
Gilbert,  Cobleskill,  N.  Y.;  Prof.  Henry  David 
Gray,  Stanford,  Calif. ;  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Griebe, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  Harry  G.  Grover, 
Rutherford,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  V.  J.  Guthery,  Char- 
lotte, N.  C;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Hamner,  Lynch- 
burg; Mrs.  Oliver  Harriman,  New  York  City; 


Liberal  Church  Cardinalate  for  Showman 

Denver — Film    biz    now    can    claim    a    Cardinal    as    exhibitor. 

It's  thiswise:  Bishop  Frank  Rice,  who  as  Supreme  Pontiff  heads  Denver's  unique 
Liberal  Church,  has  conferred  the  cardinal's  rank  on  E.  P.  "Buzz"  Briggs,  manager  of 
the  State  Theater.  Liberal  Church  is  no  gag,  but  an  incorporated  religious  organization 
ministering  to   the  city's  poorer  classes. 


'REBECCA'  PREMIERE 
IN  MIAMI  FEB.  21 


Mass.  SLRB  to  Hold  Hearing     Nazis  Resume  Television 

on  WMT-TMAT  Holyoke  Case         Activities  Halted  by  War 


Springfield,  Mass. — Daniel  J.  Col- 
lins of  Boston,  examiner  for  the 
State  Labor  Relations  Board,  con- 
ducted a  hearing  on  charges  brought 
by  Alfred  Page,  former  manager  of 
the  Strand  Theater  in  Holyoke,  that 
he  was  discharged  for  union  activi- 
ties. Alleging  unfair  labor  prac- 
tices by  the  Western  Massachusetts 
Theaters,  Inc.,  owner  of  the  Strand 
and  other  motion  picture  houses  in 
this  area,  Page  asks  the  board  to 
order   his    reinstatement. 

Sharp  clashes  developed  during 
the  hearing  between  Nathan  E. 
Goldstein,  president  of  the  theater 
chain,  and  Charles  O.  Carroll  of 
New  York,  national  president  of  the 
'motion-picture  division  of  the 
TMAT.  Page  alleges  the  theater 
chain  management  began  moves 
which  led  to  his  dismissal  after  it 
was  revealed  that  he  was  a  union 
member  at  a  hearing  before  the 
board  last  summer. 

At  the  close  of  the  hearing,  it 
was  agreed  that  written  briefs 
would  be  submitted  by  Jules  Ber- 
man  of  New  York,  counsel  repre- 
senting the  union,  and  Attorney 
Harry  Ehrlich  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
pany and  that  later,  another  hear- 
ing will  be  held  at  Boston  before 
members  of  the  State  Labor  Rela- 
tions Board.  The  theater  company 
claims  Page's  dischai'ge  was  for 
cause,  and  had  no  connection  with 
his  union  activity. 


Stage  Show  for  Atlanta 

Atlanta,  Ga.— The  Erlanger  The- 
ater, film  and  stage  house  here,  will 
reopen  Feb.  2  with  the  stage  show, 
"Leave  It  to  Me." 


Mrs.  Edward  T.  Herbert,  New  York  City: 
Mrs.  Carl  VV.  Hill,  Tampa;  Dr.  John  A.  Hol- 
linger,  Pittsburgh ;  Mrs.  N.  Irving  Hyatt. 
Spartanburg,  S.  C. ;  Mrs.  Coring  Jones,  Rock- 
ville  Center,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Kennard. 
Ithaca;  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Kerwin,  New  Bedford; 
Dr.  George  W.  Kirchwey,  New  York  City; 
Mrs.  Alonzo  Klaw,  New  York  City;  Mrs 
Frank  Linzel,  Washington;  Mrs.  James  F. 
Looram,  New  York  City;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Lord. 
State  College,  Miss.;  Mrs.  B.  L.  Meek. 
Knoxville;  Mrs.  Walter  V.  Magee.  Cleveland; 
Mrs.  LeRoy  Montgomery.  South  Norwalk, 
Conn.;  Mrs.  Elmer  Munsell.  Hamburg,  N.  Y. ; 
Mrs.  Charles  T.  Owens.  Philadelphia;  Mrs. 
George  E.  Pariseau,  Bethesda.  Md.:  Mr.  J. 
K.  Paulding,  New  York  City;  Dr.  Walter  W. 
Pettit.  New  York  City;  Mr.  Langdon  Post, 
New  York  City;  Mr.  Joseph  M.  Price,  New 
York  City;  Mrs.  Miriam  Sutro  Price,  New 
York  City;  Dr.  Grace  Fisher  Ramsey,  New 
York  City;  Mrs.  Alonzo  Richardson,  Atlanta; 
Mrs.  Ina  Roberts,  T.os  Angeles;  Mrs.  Fred  B. 
Ross,  West  Englewood.  N.  J.:  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Saleeby,  Johnson,  Yt. ;  Mrs.  Marguerite  E. 
Sehwarzman.  New  York  Citv;  Prof.  Walter 
Spearman,  Chapel  Hill.  N.  C;  Mrs.  Charles 
W.  Swift,  Elmira;  Mrs.  Clifton  L  .Thornley, 
Pawtucket;  Dr.  Frederic  M.  Thrasher,  New 
York  City;  Mrs.  Wilder  Tileston,  New  Hav- 
en; Mrs.  Albert  S.  Tucker.  New  Orleans; 
Dr.  Francis  D.  Tyson.  Pittsburgh;  Mrs.  John 
Vruwink,  Los  Angeles;  Mrs.  J.  L.  White, 
Montclair,  N.  J.;  Mr.  W.  W.  Whittinghill, 
Detroit;  Mr.  George  J.  Zehrung,  New  York 
City. 


Washington    Biccau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Commercial  Attache 
Sam  E.  Woods  in  Berlin  has  reported 
to  the  Commerce  Department  that 
Germany  has  resumed  its  activities 
in  the  field  of  television  which  were 
discontinued  at  the  outbreak  of  war. 
The  Reichpost  Television,  Ltd.  is  ex- 
panding its  network  of  sound-tele- 
vision cables,  it  is  reported.  Seven 
auditoriums  in  Berlin  have  been 
wired  and  are  being  used  for  sound 
television  reception.  Cable  trans- 
mittal of  television  programs  to 
Hamburg  is  scheduled  to  begin  with- 
in a  short  time.  The  resumption  of 
sound  television  opei'ations  in  Ger- 
many on  a  "skeleton"  basis  is  of- 
ficially explained  by  the  necessity 
of  continuing  scientific  and  technical 
progress  in  this  field  notwithstand- 
ing war  conditions,  Woods  reports. 


Miami  Beach — Selznick's  "Rebec- 
ca," released  by  UA,  will  have  its 
world  premiere  at  the  Lincoln  the- 
ater here  Feb.  21.  It's  the  third 
premiere  on  the  winter  resort's  hori- 
zon. Maymon's  "Tevya,"  Yiddish 
pix,  starts  at  Wometco's  Plaza  Jan. 
30,  with  Maurice  Schwartz,  starred, 
set  for  a  p.a.  Twentieth-Fox's  "Lit- 
tle Old  New  York"  opens  the  fol- 
lowing night  at  Wometco's  Lincoln. 


Films  Okay  Via  Clipper 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Sources  close  to  the 
Post  Office  Dept.  declared  here  yes- 
terday that  henceforth  no  articles 
nor  materials  may  be  mailed  to  bel- 
ligerent countries  via  trans-Atlantic 
clipper  planes,  but  that  such  air 
shipments  would  be  held  exclusively 
to  mail.  However,  films  may  be  car- 
ried as  an  exception,  it  is  understood. 

ITOA  to  Aid  Finns 

The  ITOA  has  pledged  its  sup- 
port to  the  nation-wide  campaign 
for  Finnish  relief,  Harry  Brandt, 
president,  announced  yesterday.  The 
motion  picture  industry  will  solicit 
funds  in  theater  lobbies  on  Feb. 
17-18. 
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PICTURE 


EDMUND  LOWE  •  ROSE  H0BART 

JAMES  STEPHENSON    •   WILLIAM  DEMAREST 
ANDREW  T0MBES   •   BEN  WELDEN 

mtBEm 


This  is  a  grand  occasion  for  us.  We  feel  warm,  happy  and  grateful  and  we  want  to  thank  you 
.  .  .  Exhibitor  Leaders,  Exhibitors,  Producers,  Trade  Paper  Publishers  and  Editors  .  .  .  the 
whole  industry  . . .  for  the  hundreds  of  congratulatory  messages  you  sent  on  the  creation 
of  our  new  child  . . .  ADVERTISING  ACCESSORIES,  INC. 


•  In  this  new  addition  to  the  NATIONAL  SCREEN 
family  we  assume  a  tremendous  obligation  to  our  cus- 
tomers, to  the  distributors  whose  product  we  handle 
and  to  the  industry.  Our  aim  is  satisfied  customers  . . . 
good,  showmanship  theatre  advertising  that  will  help 
you  sell  your  show  .  .  .  and  increased  service  .  .  . 
NATIONAL  SCREEN  Service! ...  and  fair  dealing  to  all. 

•  We  have  nothing  to  sell  but  advertising.  Trailers 
on  the  screen  through  NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE. 
Lobby  displays  through  NATIONAL  SCREEN 
ACCESSORIES,  INC.,  and  now  the  complete  line  of 
distributor  accessories  for  all  companies  serviced 
through  the  new  baby  .  .  .  ADVERTISING  ACCES- 
SORIES, INC.  Our  aim  has  been  and  always  will  be 
to  give  you  the  best  theatre  advertising  it  is  possible 
to  produce  at  the  fairest  prices. 

•  Accessories  for  all  companies  serviced  through  the 
new  ADVERTISING  ACCESSORIES,  INC.,  will  be 
available  to  you  on  a  rental  basis  with  current  rental 
prices  prevailing. 

THERE  WILL  BE  NO  INCREASE  IN  PRICES! 

•  That  means  immediate  savings  to  those  exhibitors 
who  now  buy  their  accessories  outright.  And,  peering 
into  the  future,  we  feel  certain  that  as  our  organiza- 
tion develops  and  our  business  increases  we  will  be 
able  to  make  substantial  reductions  in  the  price  of 
accessories,  as  we  did  with  trailers.  Our  record  speaks 
for  itself. 


•  We  have  been  in  business  twenty-one  years  and  as 
our  business  has  grown  we  have  shared  the  benefits 
with  our  customers  in  reduced  prices  and  superior  ser- 
vice. We  will  continue  to  share,  for  we  have  learned 
during  the  years  that  fair  dealing  pays  dividends. 

•  We  are  optimistic  about  our  future  and  the  future 
of  motion  pictures.  The  whole  NATIONAL  SCREEN 
SERVICE  ORGANIZATION  has  been  built  around 
men  with  the  ability  to  accept  and  foresee  new  trends 
...  to  inject  new  creative  inspiration  into  theatre  ad- 
vertising. 

•  We  will  continue  to  build  that  way,  with  the  new 
baby  too,  ADVERTISING  ACCESSORIES,  INC.,  devis- 
ing new  ways  and  means  of  bringing  more  people  into 
your  theatres  through  these  great  mediums  of  theatre 
advertising  .  .  .  TRAILERS  . . .  LOBBY  DISPLAYS  . . . 
ACCESSORIES. 

*  i 

•  We  repeat-ADVERTISING  ACCESSORIES,  INC., 
entails  many  heavy  obligations.  A  tremendous  finan- 
cial obligation  to  our  COMPANY  ...  a  serious  obliga- 
tion to  DISTRIBUTORS  whose  productions  we  handle 
...  an  important  obligation  to  EXHIBITORS  whom 
we  service.  We  will  try  to  meet  them  in  the  same 
manner  that  we  have  always  met  our  obligations. 

•  For  if  has  been  a  rule  of  our  business  life  to  let  per- 
formance be  our  best  advertisement.  We  will  continue 
to  live  by  that  rule. 


nfliionfliC^vi  service  •  nflTionnL$»^  accessories 
HnvFRTisinr.  accessaries.  ,nf 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Of  Motion  Pictures 
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TEN  CENTS 


A  F  of  M  and  I A  TSE  Upheld  in  Fight  on  'Canned'  Music 

CIRCUITlREPORTED  NOTfPOSED  TO  ARBITRATION 

Warner  Quarterly  Net  at  $642,129,  Gain  of  $538,324 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Cold  to  Allied  Plan 

5=  By  WINFIELD  ANDRUS  ===== 


DOMESTIC 

ALLIED  ARBITRATION :  Rejec- 
tion by  distributors  of  the  Allied 
arbitration  plan  was  seen  by  Grad- 
well  Sears,  Warner  v-p  and  sales 
head,  because  of  the  proposal  to  put 
two  indies  on  the  board  with  only 
one  each  for  distributors  and  affili- 
ated circuits.  On  his  arrival  in  New 
York,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  prexy, 
asserted  that  Allied  is  sincere  in  the 
arbitration  proposal,  and  that  he  was 
not  surprised  at  Sears'  opinion. 

*  #         # 

NEW  PROGRAM  PLANS:  Ad- 
vance word  of  1940-41  programs 
came  from  three  sources  during  the 
week.  Warners,  in  line  with  their 
previously  printed  policy  to  drop  B's, 
announced  through  Production  Head 
Jack  L.  Warner  that  features  from 
Burbank  would  range  in  cost  from 
$350,000  to  $2,500,000.  Warner  also 
revealed  that  production  costs  are 
up  from  300  to  400  per  cent  in  the 
last  four  years.  Universal  is  con- 
templating producing  a  few  more 
films  for  the  new  season  than  were 
announced  for  the  current  lineup. 
Arriving  from  the  Coast,  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  M-G-M  v.-p.  in  charge  of 
production,  announced  that  his  com- 
pany would  not  cut  the  next  pro- 
gram, holding  to  52  features  for 
1940-41. 

NEELY  BILL :  That  newspapers 
are  eyeing  the  Neely  Bill  and  are 
critical  of  its  benefits  was  disclosed 
by  a  Film  Daily  survey  of  editorial 
comment,  including  both  large  and 
small  town  papers.  That  a  Congres- 
sional bloc  is  laying  plans  for  some 
sort  of  film  legislation  was  revealed 
late  in  the  week  in  a  story  from 
Washington  indicating  that  they 
were  studying  several  alternatives 
in  film  legislation. 

*  *         * 

ON  VARIED  FRONTS:     Darryl 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Equals    $6.27    Per    Share    on 

Outstanding  Pfd.,  14 

Cents  on  Common 

Warners  and  subsidiary  compa- 
nies report  for  the  13  weeks  ending 
Nov.  25  last,  a  net  operating  profit 
of  $642,129.09  after  deducting  all 
charges  including  amortization  and 
depreciation  and  Federal  income 
taxes,  as  compared  with  a  net  op- 
erating profit  of  $103,804.73  re- 
ported for  the  corresponding  period 
the  previous  year.    Gain  is  $538,324. 

Operating  profit  is  equal  to  $6.27 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


RKO  ASSETS 
TRANSFERRED 

Single  Step  Remains  to  Com- 
plete   Reorganization 


FEDERATION  LUNCHEON 
BRINGS  DRIVE  $85,000 


Climaxing  the  current  drive  of  the 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  Fedei-ations 
of  Jewish  Charities'  Amusement  Di-  . 
vision,  of  which  David  Bernstein 
and  Maj.  Albert  Warner  are  co- 
chairmen,  an  overflow  crowd  of  more 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Warners  May  Distribute 
Two  Howard  Hughes  Films 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Warners  is  reported 
talking  a  releasing  deal  with  How- 

{Continued  on  Page  10) 


Assets  of  RKO  were  transferred 
on  Friday  by  the  Irving  Trust  Co., 
as  trustee,  to  the  new  company 
headed  by  George  J.  Schaefer  under 
an  order  of  Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  which,  in  effect,  completed 
the  major  portion  of  the  RKO  re- 
organization proceedings.  The 
transaction,  in  contrast  with  seven 
years  of  complicated  Court  proceed- 
ings, was  effected  in  15  minutes' 
time  at  the  offices  of  the  Irving 
Trust    at    1    Wall    St.      Company's 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

BROWN, PARaTTALK 
EASTERN  PROD.  DEAL 


Rowland  Brown  is  negotiating 
with  Paramount  on  a  deal  whereby 
he  would  make  one  or  more  pictures 
at  Eastern  Service  Studios.  Deal  is 
said  to  be  in  the  final  stages  and 
details  may  be  announced  shortly. 

If  consummated,  it  will  be  Para- 

( Continued  on  Page  7) 


N.  Y.  Appellate  Court  Upholds  Unions 
in  Legal  Fight  Against  Canned  Music 


Act  to  Require  Showing 

of  Filipino  Films  Killed 

Manila  (By  Cable) — Move  by  na- 
tive film  interests  for  compulsory 
exhibition  of  domestic  features  in 
this  capital's  theaters  failed  when 
Mayor  Eulogio  Rodriguez  late  last 
week  vetoed  a  City  Council  ordi- 
nance which  would  have  made  man- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


In  a  decision  of  marked  interest  to 
the  film  industry,  the  Appellate  Di- 

:  vision  of  New  York  Supreme  Court 

\  on  Friday  upheld  organized  labor's 
right  to  seek  by  lawful  and  orderly 
means   to   block   the   introduction   of 

!  labor-saving  devices  as  a  means  of 
conserving    employment    opportuni- 

|  ties. 

By  a  three-to-two  ruling,  the  Ap- 
pellate  Division  reversed  the   order 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Midwestern    Circuit    is    "For 
It";  Others  Said  to  be  Study- 
ing Proposed  Plan 

Preliminary  reaction  to  Allied's 
proposal  for  the  establishment  of  an 
arbitration  system  within  the  indus- 
try indicates  that  some  of  the  larger 
affiliated  circuits  "are  not  opposed" 
to  arbitrating  differences,  while  one 
large  independent  circuit  has  gone 
on  record  as  being  "very  much  for 
it." 

C.  A.  Schultz,  president  of  the 
Commonwealth  circuit,  which  oper- 
ates 41  theaters  in  Kansas,  Mis- 
souri, Iowa  and  Arkansas,  informed 
The  Film  Daily  that  his  organiza- 
tion "would  certainly  welcome  arbi- 
tration." 

It  is  understood  that  RKO  is  will- 

'  Continued  on  Page  4) 

LINDEN  ANTITRUST 

ACTION  IS  SETTLED 


Baltimore — Anti-trust  suit  brought 
by  the  Linden  Theater  against  the 
eight  majors  and  the  Rome-Durkee 
circuit  was  settled  out  of  court  on 
Friday.  Harry  Shapiro,  attorney 
for  the  plaintiff,  announced  that  a 
"satisfactory"  settlement  had  been 
effected  but  did  not  reveal  the 
terms. 

Owners  of  the  Linden  charged  in- 

( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Re-hearing  on  Wis.   Bingo 

Ban  Will  Be  Requested 

Milwaukee — A   request   for    a    re- 
hearing on  the  recent  State  Supreme 
Court    decision    ruling   Bingo    a    lot- 
tery  will  be   filed   shortly  with  the 
(Continued. on  Page  7) 

Para.'s  New  Studio  Plans 
Not  Dropped,  Says  Freeman 

Paramount  has  not  discarded  its 
plans  to  build  a  new  studio  in  Hol- 
lywood but  the  project  will  be  held 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 
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{QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 

Col.  Piers,  vtc.  (2Vi%) 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   22'/2     22'/2     22'/2   +     Vl 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd 

East.  Kodak  161  ft  161ft  161ft  +     ft 

do    pfd 

Gen.  Th.   Eq 12ft     12ft     12ft     

Loew's,    Inc 35%     35%     35%  +     ft 

do  pfd 

Paramount    7%       7ft       7%   -f-     ft 

Paramount   1st   ^fd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd 

Pathe    Film    10%      9%     10ft  +     ft 

RKO     1ft       1ft       1ft     

20th  Century-Fox    ...    12ft     12         12ft     

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.  Pict.  pfd 77ft     70         76ft   +  6 

Warner  Bros 3%       3%       3%     

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's   deb.   3fts46.102%     102ft  1025/8   +     % 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.    Picts.   6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3fts47 

RKO    6s41     543/4     54ft     54ft   +     ft 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85         85         85         

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor 14%     14%     14%      

Trans-Lux 1ft       1ft       1ft     

Universal  Corp.  vtc. .     3%       3ft       3%     

Universal    Picts 9%       9  9%  4-     % 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 

Fox   Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


11  The  Broadway  Parade  11 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

Cone   With   the  Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)— 7th   week CiPito,! 

The    Crapes   of   Wrath    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)     ••••.■  K'vo 

The   Shop   Around    the   Corner    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Music    Hall 

The   Fighting  69th    (Warner   Bros.) ....Strand 

Remember    the    Night    (Paramount    Pictures) • Paramount 

Green    Hell     (Universal    Pictures) R'alr0 

Brother   Rat   and   a    Baby    (Warner   Bros.) ■ ■    .Roxy 

Judge    Hardy   and   Son    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer)—  2nd   week Criterion 

The  Lion   Has  Wings    (United   Artists)— 2nd   week .Globe 

Inspector  Hornleigh  on  Holiday   (20th  Century-Fox)    (a) ■  •  ■  •  .Central 

Straight    Shooter    (Victory    Pictures)     (a) • Central 

Destry    Rides    Again     (Universal)     (b) Loews    State 

The  Mad  Empress   (Warner  Bros.)    (a) £« 

Cowboy   from   Texas    (Republic    Pictures)     (a) rn 

The    Hunchback   of    Notre    Dame    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)     (b) Palace 

♦   TWO-A-DAY  RUNS    ♦ 

Cone  With   the  Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 7th   week Astor 

The   Blue   Bird    (20th   Century-Fox)— 2nd   week Hollywood 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGU AGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest   (French  Cinema   Center)— 18th  week World 

Entente   Cordiale    (Concord   Films)— 6th   week 55th   St.    Playhouse 

Katia    (Mayer-Burstyn)— 5th   week Little   Carnegie 

Napoli   di    Altri   Tempe    (Esperia    Films) Cinecitta 

Ultimatum   (Hoffberg)    5th  Avenue   Playhouse 

Life    (Danubia    Films) — 2nd    week Cameo 

Charlie,  the   Inkeeper  (Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures)    48th  St.   Playhouse 

♦   FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Swiss    Family    Robinson    (RKO   Radio)     (c) Music    Hall 

Little  Old   New  York    (20th   Century-Fox)    (e) Roxy 

Congo    Maisie     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)      (c) Criterion 

Geronimo     (Paramount    Pictures)     (c) Paramount 

Pinocchio    (RKO    Radio-Disney) — Feb.    7 Center 

The  Lone  Wolf  Strikes  (Columbia)    (c) Globe 

Swanee    River    (20th    Century-Fox) — Feb.    8     (a-b) Palace 

Married   and    In   Love    (Universal) — Feb.   8    (a) Palace 

Foreign 

The  Human  Beast  (Juno  Films) — Feb.   19 55th  St.  Playhouse 

The  Baker's  Wife   (The   Baker's  Wife,    Inc.)    (c) World 

Uno  Donna  fra   Fue  Mondi    (Esperia  Films)    (c) Cinecitta 

Louise    (Mayer-Burstyn) — Feb.    2 Little    Carnegie 

(a)    Dual  bill.         (b)    Subsequent   run.         (c)    Follows   current   bill. 


"69th"  Sets  House  Records 
in  New  York,  9  Other  Spots 

Opening  day  records  in  New  York 
and  in  11  other  cities  were  toppled 
by  Warners'  "The  Fighting  69th," 
week-end  reports  to  the  home  office 
asserted.  In  New  York,  the  pix  was 
credited  with  giving  the  Strand  its 
biggest  opening  day  in  house  his- 
tory, with  the  result  that  today  six 
complete  stage  and  screen  shows, 
plus  two  extra  screen  shows,  are 
scheduled.  It's  the  first  time  the 
house  has  run  six  stage  shows  on 
a  Monday.  Paul  Whiteman's  ork 
is  the  stage  attraction. 

At  Friday's  opening,  the  house 
was  SRO  by  the  time  the  first  fea- 
ture went  on  at  9  a.m.  and  an  hour 
later,  there  was  a  triple  line  ex- 
tending around  the  block  to  Eighth 
Ave.  Business  over  the  week-end 
was  smash. 

On  the  basis  of  reports  from  St. 
Louis,  Boston,  Kansas  City,  Phil- 
adelphia, Omaha,  San  Francisco, 
Syracuse,  Memphis,  Youngstown, 
Fall  River,  and  Dallas,  all  of  which 
with  two  exceptions  reported  new 
house  records  for  opening  days, 
Warner  execs,  predicted  the  "69th" 
would  prove  one  of  the  company's 
top  grossers  of  all  time. 

At  the  Warner  theater,  Memphis, 
the  pix  set  a  house  record  despite 
a  10  below  zero  temperature. 

Testimonial  for  Yamins 

Boston  —  Nate  Yamins,  former 
prexy  of  national  Allied,  will  be  ten- 
dered a  testimonial  dinner  at  the 
Hotel  Statler  on  Feb.  6. 


See  Record  Rivoli  Week 

for  "Grapes  of  Wrath" 

"The  Grapes  Of  Wrath"  continued 
its  record-setting  pace  at  the  Ri- 
voli through  the  week-end,  with 
little  short  of  a  blizzard  likely  to 
keep  it  under  a  new  record  week  for 
the  house.  Picture  has  played  vir- 
tually continuously  to  SRO  since  its 
opening  last  Wednesday  with  an 
auxiliary  box-office  still  necessary. 
Police  have  also  been  necessary 
every  day  to  handle  the  long  lines 
waiting  to  get  in. 

Associated  Press  has  picked 
"Grapes"  as  the  picture  of  the 
month. 


cominc  am  Gome 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK  was  due  to  leave  New 
York  at  the  week-end  after  a  brief  visit  here. 

JACK  L.  WARNER  was  scheduled  to  return 
to  the  Coast  at  the  week-end. 

DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK,  MRS.  ZANUCrf^  "NE 
MARKEY  and  his  wife,  HEDY  LAMARR,^  .ined 
out  for  Hollywood  Saturday  night  on  the  Cen- 
tury. 

LYNN  FARNOL,  ad.  and  pub.  chieftain  of 
United  Artists,  flies  to  the  Coast  this  week. 


Joan  Bennett  to  Small 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Edward  Small  has 
signed  Joan  Bennett  to  play  the 
feminine  lead  opposite  Louis  Hay- 
ward  in  his  forthcoming  "The  Son 
of  Monte  Cristo,"  scheduled  to  go 
before  the  cameras  on  March  1 
with  Rowland  V.  Lee  directing,  from 
the  screenplay  by  George  Bruce. 


SAM  KATZ,  Metro  producer,  arrives  here 
Friday  from   the  Coast. 

MICKEY  ROONEY  gets  here  Wednesday  after 
attending  the  President's  Birthday  Ball  in  Wash- 
ington. 

ONA  MUNSON  flies  to  Washington  tonight 
for  the  President's  Ball. 

GENE  AUTRY  returned  to  Washington  over  the 
week-end. 

FRANK  SELTZER,  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  for  Hal  Roach,  returned  to  the  Coast 
Friday  after  a  three-week  stay  in  New  York. 

LEONARD  SCHLESINGER  and  EDDIE  SHER- 
MAN have  sailed  on  the  Nieuw  Amsterdam  for 
a  cruise. 

JAMES  CAGNEY,  PAT  O'BRIEN  and  EDWARD 
G.  ROBINSON  leave  for  Washington  tonight  to 
attend   the   President's   Birthday   Ball. 

WILLIAM  SUSSMAN,  Eastern  division  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  returns  to  the  home  office 
today  after  a  Florida  vacation. 

E.  PERLMAN,  of  National  Screen,  flew  t 
Kansas  City  Friday  night  via  TWA. 

ANNE  UNCER  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  staff  is 
vacationing  in  Miami. 

AL  MELNICK  flew  to  the  Coast  at  the  week- 
end via   TWA. 

MADELEINE  CARROLL  sails  for  Europe  this 
week-end  on  the   Conte  di  Savoia. 

PHILLIPS  HOLMES  arrives  here  early  in  Feb. 
from  Italy. 

LOUIS  POLLOCK  is  in  Washington. 

CHARLES  PREVIN  flies  to  Washington  today 
from  the  Coast. 


Pavone  Joins  Universal 

New  Haven  —  John  Pavone  has 
been  appointed  Universal  salesman, 
as  of  today  in  addition  to  A.  Titus. 
Pavone  resigned  last  week  from 
Warners,  after  approximately  17 
years  with  First  National  and  WB 
in  New  Haven. 


// 


GIVE  ME 


Pick  up  your  phone 


and  express  the 
preference  of  dis- 
criminating advertis- 
ers who  appreciate 
fine  craftsmanship. 


PHOTO  ENGRAVING  CORP. 

250  WEST  54th  STREET.  NEW  YORK 

Telephone COIumbui   5-6741 
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WARNER  QUARTER  NET 
SHOWS  $538,324  GAIN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

par  share  on  102,277  shares  of  pre- 
ferred outstanding  and  to  14  cents 
per  share  on  3,701,090  shares  of 
common  outstanding.  Preferred  div- 
idends in  arrears  as  at  Dee.  1 
amounted  to  $29.8375  per  share. 

Net  profit  from  operations  for  the 
13  weeks  before  charges  for  amor- 
tization and  depreciation  of  proper- 
ties, and  Federal  income  taxes,  was 
$2,343,637.16. 

Gross  income,  after  eliminating 
intercompany  transactions,  for  the 
13  weeks  was  $24,741,166.79.  The 
comparable  gross  income  for  the  13 
weeks  ending  Nov.  26,  1938  was 
$25,418,166.15. 

For  the  13-week  period,  film  ren- 
tal income,  theater  admissions,  sales 
and  miscellaneous  income  totaled 
$23,753,028.61,  with  rents  from  ten- 
ants and  royalties  aggregating 
$988,138.18. 

Report  lists  amortization  of  film 
costs  at  $6,761,355.74,  with  operat- 
ing and  general  expenses  at  $14,- 
463,493.22  and  other  costs,  includ- 
ing royalties  and  participations  at 
$434,821.10. 

Under  inventories,  released  pro- 
ductions are  given  as  $7,330,328.89, 
productions  completed  but  not  re- 
leased, at  cost,  $5,833,560.80,  pro- 
ductions in  progress  and  charges  to 
future  productions,  at  cost,  $2, 
259,065.93,  rights  and  scenarios  un- 
produced  (at  cost  less  reserves  of 
$497,883.73),  $1,274,954.64,  and  raw 
materials,  accessories,  supplies,  etc., 
at  cost  or  less,  $341,245.95. 

Report  shows  good  will  carried  at 
$8,331,792.24. 

During  the  quarter,  there  was  a 
net  credit  of  $71,732.70  made  di- 
rectly to  earned  surplus,  which  as 
of  Nov.  25  totaled  $2,325,908.38. 
Capital  surplus  is  reported  as  $57,- 
241,427.59. 


Touney  Plans  Conversion 

Wauseon,  O. — P.  R.  Touney,  own- 
er and  manager  of  the  Princess  The- 
ater, is  reported  to  have  closed  a 
lease  for  a  large  storeroom  on  the 
main  business  street,  which  he  will 
convert  into  a  300-seat  theater. 


Best. wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following   on    their    birthdays: 

JANUARY    29 

Ernst   Lubitsch 

Earl   C.   Culick 
Albert    Conti 

Arthur  Clayton 

Johnnie  Cassidy 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     IT  was  like  old  times to  look  up  from  an  expanse  of 

white   tablecloth and   see    the    familiar   figure    of   James   J.   Walker 

addressing    in    his    uniquely    impressive    oratorical    style an 

amusement  industry  assemblage It  took  us  back  to  the  days  of  the 

Roaring  '20s a  decade  when  filmland  was  undergoing  monumental 

changes and  a  sparkplug  in  many  of  these  metamorphoses 

was  this  same  limmie  Walker So  Friday  noon,  last,  was  more  than 

a  luncheon  gathering  in  the  interests  of  a  great  humanitarian  enterprise 
that  being  carried  on  so  vitally  by  the  Federation  of  Jewish  Chari- 
ties  It  was  a  symbol  of  the  affection  in  which   Jimmie   is  held  by 

our  movie  clans and  by  those  of  the  amusement  world  generally. 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     ONE  could  have  shot  the  proverbial  cannon  through 

pix  executive,  offices  shortly  after  high  noon  on  Friday 

without   hitting   any   top   official for   they   were    all   at   the 

Federation's  conclave  in  the  Hotel  Astor to  give  solid  moral 

and  financial  backing to  a  campaign  whose  glorious  goal 

is  to  enable  in  1940  the  116  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Federation 
Agencies  to  continue  their  noble  work  in  caring  for  the  needy . . . . 
a  task  which  in  1939  saw  25  Child  Care  Agencies  aiding  23,690 

children Nine  Hospitals  giving  771,500  days  of  free  care 

Eight  Dispensaries  furnishing  1,003,240  clinic  visits 18  Neigh- 
borhood Centers  extending  its  facilities  to  an  attendance  which 

averaged   520,000   monthly Two   Family    Welfare   Agencies 

making  lighter  the  burden  of  existence  for  11,675  families and 

a  Behavior  Correction  Agency  which  treated  6,700  children! 

That  is  the  banner  to  which  the  pix  industry  hereabouts  rallied  on 

Friday so  militantly  and  so  creditably Film  Row  offices 

were  empty because  their  usual  occupants'  hearts  were  full. 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     FRIDAY  in  fact   was   a  decidedly  dining   day for   the 

Music   Hall   Executive   Staff   tendered   a   testimonial   luncheon    to   Mister 

Ernst  Lubitsch producer  and  director  of  M-G-M's  "The  Shop  Around 

the  Corner" which  opened  at  that  l'il  house  on  Thursday  to  heavy 

biz .....  .  Gus   Eyssell,    right   bower   of   Managing   Director   W.    G.    Van 

Schmus  (who's  in  sunny  Cal.) presided  at  the  festivities Nap- 
kin tuck-inners  included  Leon  Leonidoff.  Russell  Markert,  Gene  Snyder, 
Florence  Rogge,  Hattie  Rogge,  Erno  Rapee,  Maurice  Baron.  Fred  Cruise, 
Gene  Braun,  Robert  E.  Henderson,  and  Hazel  Flynn 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  e      •     SLINKING  past  the  Hotel  Astor's  Hunting  Room 

with  an  already  capacity  luncheon  aboard your  correspondent 

had  thrust  into  his  paws  an  amazing  menu  on  which  a  score  of 
delectable  dishes  appeared christened  in  honor  of  the  Holly- 
wood correspondents who  came  here  from  the  Coast  to  cover 

Warners'  "The  Fighting  69th"  preview  and  dinner Those  WB 

exploiteers  don't  miss  a  trick! 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     REPUBLIC  wound  up  a  festive   Friday via  the   world 

premiere  of  its  "Village  Barn  Dance" The  company   couldn't  have 

chosen  a  more  appropriate  setting  for  the  debut than  the  colorful 

Village  Barn  at  52  West  8th  St Nor  could  that  country  night  club 

in  the  heart  of  New  York have  had  a  more  appropriate  attrac- 
tion   Preluding    the    picture   itself    was    a    wow   floor   show in 

which  both  Gene  Autry  and  Judy  Canova  graciously  and  effectively 
appeared  as  guest  stars Herbert  J.  Yates,  Joseph  Bernhard,  Con- 
gressman Jack  Nichols  of  Oklahoma,  Stan  Lomax,  and  a  long  list  of 
other  well-knowns  were  on  hand together  with  copious  representa- 
tives of  the  trade  and  daily  press 'Twas  a  swell  evening  which  got 

the  new  screen  production  off  to  a  flying  start 


CIRCUITS  STUDYING 
ARBITRATION  PLANS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing   to   arbitrate   disputes  in   which 
its  own  theaters  are  involved.  „ 


^Ll'r3 


R.  J.  O'Donnell,  general  maJ|  ^'ar 
of  the  Texas  Interstate  Circuit 
on  Friday  that  he  could  not  speak 
officially  on  the  subject  but  that  he 
believed  some  method  should  be 
adopted  whereby  differences  could 
be  adjusted. 

Several  leading  affiliated  and  in- 
dependent circuits  which  were  con- 
tacted by  The  Film  Daily,  pre- 
ferred to  remain  "mum"  until  the 
subject  could  be  given  further  study. 
In  most  cases,  however,  a  definite 
rejection  was  not  issued. 


Para.'s  New  Studio  Plans 
Not  Dropped,  Says  Freeman 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  abeyance  until  conditions  become 
more  settled,  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
studio  executive,  said  Friday.  The 
plans  for  the  new  lot  have  been 
drawn  and  approved,  he  added. 

Freeman  returns  to  the  Coast  to- 
night, following  production  confer- 
ences here. 


Pre-release  of  "Lincoln" 
In   Los  Angeles  Thursday 

"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,"  RKO 
Radio's  screen  version  of  Robert  E. 
Sherwood's  Pulitzer  Prize  play,  will 
have  a  pre-release  showing  at  the 
Four  Star  Theater,  Los  Angeles, 
starting  Thursday. 

The  opening  will  be  a  gala  event 
with  tickets  scaled  at  $5.50.  Fol- 
lowing the  premiere  the  policy  will 
revert  to  two  reserved-seat  show- 
ings daily  with  matinee  seats  scaled 
at  83c  and  $1.10  and  seats  for  the 
evening  performance  priced  at  $1.10 
and    $1.65. 


Towns  Could  Repair  Unsafe 
Bldgs.  Under  Proposed  Bill 

Albany — Under  the  provisions  of 
a  bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  by 
W.  Pliny  Williamson,  Republican  of 
Westchester  county,  the  village  law 
is  amended  to  permit  a  village  to 
repair  dangerous  or  unsafe  build- 
ings used  for  public  assembly  in 
case  the  owner,  after  notice,  refuses 
to  do  so,  and  assess  the  cost  against 
the  land.  This  amendment  would 
apply  to  motion  picture  theaters. 


STORKS! 


Halifax,  N.  S. — Arthur  Butler,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Capitol,  has 
a  new  daughter. 


A  Private  Nurse  Asks: 


"Which  would 


or  your  own 
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Lombard 
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Only  a  doctor  could — or  would 
dare — tell  this  startling,  off-duty 
story  of  woman's  most  dramatic 
profession;  only  the  A  UTHOR 
OF  "THE  CITADEL"  could 
tell  it  so  vividly,  so  absorbingly, 
that  three  great  stars  reach  new 
heights  in  its  portrayal.  From 
the  pages  of  Good  Housekeep- 
ing Magazine's  most  sensational 
serial  comes  A.  J.  CRONIN'S 
striking  drama  of  a  girl  who 
made  three  heroic  sacrifices  to 
win  the  love  of  one  man  who 
thought  her  shameless! ...BOX 
OFFICE  IN  EVERY  SCENE 
OF  PUNCH  DRAMA! 


v 


* 


* 


-* 

Nl 


JULIEN  MITCHELL*  ROBERT  COOTE  -  BRENDA  FORBES  •  PETER  CUSHING 
roduced  and  Directed  by  the  man  who  made  'Gunga  Din'  GEORGE  STEVENS 

ANDRO  S.  BERMAN  In  Charge  off  Production     •      RKO  RADIO   PICTURE 

Screen   Play   by   Fred   Guiol  .  .  .  P.   J.   Wolfson  .  .  .  Rowland   Leigh 
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AFOFM,  IATSEWINS 

'CANNED' MUSIC  FIGHT 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  Supreme  Court  Justice  Kenneth 
O'Brien  granting  a  permanent  in- 
juncr^n  to  Opera  on  Tour,  Inc.,  re- 
stra^g  Joseph  N.  Weber,  AF  of  M 
prexy,  and  George  E.  Browne, 
IATSE  prexy,  from  directing  musi- 
cians, stage  hands  or  other  employes 
to  refuse  to  work  for  the  plaintiff 
because  of  its  use  of  mechanically 
reproduced  music  in  place  of  an  or- 
chestra and  chorus. 

Justice  Callahan's  decision  pointed 
out  that  the  labor  unions  had  delib- 
erated carefully  on  the  effect  that 
the  use  of  "canned"  music  in  the  the- 
atre and  motion  picture  houses 
would  have  on  unemployment  among 
musicians  and  determined  to  oppose 
the  use  of  mechanical  music  in  all 
places  where  orchestras  might  be 
hired.  The  two  unions  made  a  com- 
pact on  the  question. 

"The  defendants,  in  order  to  se- 
cure what  they  believed  to  be  their 
economic  betterment,  are  endeavor- 
ing to  prevent  the  use  of  a  mechan- 
ical contrivance  which  is  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  labor-saving  device,"  the 
court  said.  "Such  conduct  on  de- 
fendants' part  is  justified  as  a  legiti- 
mate endeavor  of  labor,  even  though 
it  results  in  some  injury  to  plaintiff." 

"It  is  contended  by  plaintiff  that 
the  objection  to  the  use  of  machinery 
is  an  attempt  to  arrest  progress," 
he  said.  "While  many  may  deem 
this  to  be  true,  there  are  those  who 
question  the  fact  that  we  'progress' 
where  we  use  machinery  to  such  an 
extent  that  we  destroy  the  opportun- 
ity for  men  to  live  by  employment 
and  thus  create  vast  numbers  of  per- 
manently unemployed. 

"In  any  event,  we  see  no  reason 
why  it  is  not  a  legitimate  object  of 
workingmen  to  attempt  by  lawful 
means  to  limit  such  alleged  'prog- 
ress' when  it  results  in  direct  injury 
to  them." 

Presiding  Justice  Francis  Martin, 
in  dissenting,  said  the  union's  con- 
tention would  make  it  necessary  to 
halt  all  progress  resulting  from  in- 
ventions "if  it  interferes  with  the 
employment  of  some  individuals, 
even  though  it  may  afford  employ- 
ment and  pleasure  to  thousands  of 
other  people." 


MPPDA's  "Land  of  Liberty" 
Inspires  Fair  Stage  Show 

Inspired  by  the  MPPDA's  feature, 
"Land  of  Liberty,"  outstanding  film 
j  presented  at  the  1939  New  York 
World's  Fair,  the  Fair  is  planning  to 
produce  "American  Cavalcade,"  stage 
show,  in  a  new  12,000-seat  theater 
this  year. 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Cold    to   Allied    Plan 


"Edith  Cavell"  Censored 

Santiago,  Chile  (By  Cable)— The 
Governor  of  Santiago  province  cen- 
sored RKO's  "Nurse  Edith  Cavell," 
following  Nazi  protests  the  film  was 
"unneutral." 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

F.  Zanuck,  20th-Fox  production  chief, 
renewed  his  attacks  on  practice  of 
"yanking"  first-runs  on  top-flight 
pictures  .  .  .  That  producers  will 
ask  a  cut  in  wage  scales  was  indi- 
cated by  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  who 
said  the  producers'  request  will  be 
based  on  lower  receipts  due  to  war 
conditions  .  .  .  Five  film  salaries  were 
included  in  the  ten  highest  for  1938. 
Claudette  Colbert,  Warner  Baxter, 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Bing  Crosby,  and 
S.  P.  Skouras  "made"  the  first  ten 
list  .  .  .  Columbia  announced  that  it 
will  ask  Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  to  set  aside  the  Government's 
notice  of  oral  examination  of  Harry 
Cohn,  Jack  Cohn  and  A.  Montague. 
.  .  .  Late  in  the  week,  J.  Cheever 
Cowdin,  Universal  board  chairman, 
indicated  in  the  company's  financial 
statement,  that  the  corporate  setup 
might  be  simplified  by  consolidating 
Universal  Corp.  and  Universal  Pic- 
tures Co.  "U"  earnings  for  the  1939 
fiscal  year  were  $1,153,321  compared 
with  a  loss  of  $591,178  in  1938  and 
a  loss  of  $1,084,998  in  1937. 


FOREIGN 

ITALIAN  MARKET:  News  that 
a  new  official  Italian  organization 
might  supplant  the  ENIC  monopoly, 
brought  little  hope  to  foreign  de- 
partment heads,  who  claim  the  new 
decree  regulations  are  more  "oppres- 
sive" than  those  in  the  original  plan. 


Philip  Irving  Nominated 

for  Presidency  of  AGVA 

Philip  Irving  has  been  selected  by 
the  American  Guild  of  Variety  Ar- 
tists nominating  committee  as  the 
candidate  for  president  of  the  New 
York  local,  it  was  announced  Fri- 
day. Candidates  for  all  other 
offices  were  also  nominated,  with 
voting  to  be  held  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  local,  on  or  before  Feb. 
23.  Additional  candidates  may  be 
named  by  any  petition  with  50  or 
more  names  of  paid  up  members, 
but  no  opposition  seems  likely. 


Beatrice  Greene  Resigns 

After  16  Years  with  WB 


LINDEN  ANTI-TRUST 
ACTION  IS  SETTLED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ability  to  get  product  until  after 
pictures  had  played  the  Rome-Dur- 
kee  theaters  and  that  under  the 
clearance  arrangements  good  pic- 
tures were  not  made  available  until 
they  were  too  old  for  profitable  use. 
The  plaintiffs  also  asked  that  the 
defendant  circuit  be  enjoined  from 
adding  moi-e  theaters  to  its  group. 


Re-hearing  on  Wis.  Bingo 

Ban  Will  Be  Requested 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

court  at  Madison,  according  to  Max 
Raskin,  attorney  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  F.  Zrimsek,  operators  of  the 
Bahn  Frei  hall  here. 

The  high  court  sustained  Circuit 
Judge  Charles  L.  Aarons'  decision 
granting  Charles  W.  Trampe,  head 
of  the  Monogram-Midwest  Film  ex- 
change here,  an  injunction  to  re- 
strain the  Bahn  Frei  from  conduct- 
ing Bingo  games. 

Local  halls,  including  the  Bahn 
Frei,  are  continuing  the  games 
pending  the  return  of  documents  in 
the  case  by  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
addition  to  the  usual  20  days  set 
aside  for  such  procedure,  a  further 
stay  of  execution  is  expected  to  re- 
sult from  the  request  for  a  hearing. 


Rowland  Brown,  Paramount 
Talk  Eastern  Production  Deal 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

mount's  first  venture  in  Eastern 
production  since  the  release  of  "One 
Third  of  a  Nation." 

Brown  has  been  a  director  and 
writer  for  both  major  and  indepen- 
dent producers  since  1928. 


Beatrice  Greene,  secretary  to  Jos- 
eph Hummel,  general  Foreign  man- 
ager, has  resigned  from  Warners 
after  more  than  16  years  of  service 
in  the  foreign  department,  having 
started  at  First  National  as  secre- 
tary to  Bruce  Johnson. 

Mrs.  Monroe  Levy  of  Lynbrook  in 
private  life,  she  has  one  young  son 
and  is  expecting  a  new  arrival 
sometime  in  April.  Members  of 
Hummel's  department  presented  her 
with  a  gift  for  the  new  baby. 


Ernst  Lubitsch  Gives  Eastern 
Production  Plan  "Thought" 

Newspaper  reports  on  Friday 
linking  Ernst  Lubitsch  with  the  pro- 
duction of  a  picture  in  the  East 
were  described  by  the  producer  over 
the  week-end  as  being  premature. 
Lubitsch  said  he  had  been  giving 
the  subject  some  thought  but  had 
made  no  decision  and  had  not  even 
considered   a   story. 

Lubitsch  will  remain  in  New  York 
until  the  latter  part  of  this  week 
when  he  will  return  to  the  Coast. 
Next  picture  has  not  been  deter- 
mined. 


«REVI€UJS» 


"Spring  Parade"  for  Durbin 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Universal  has  set 
"Spring  Parade"  as  Deanna  Durbin's 
next.  It's  an  original  story  by  Bruce 
Manning  and  Felix  Jackson.  Gus 
Kahn  and  Robert  Stolz  will  do  the 
score.  Henry  Koster  will  direct,  Joe 
Pasternak,  produce. 


"Bullets  and  Ballads" 


Universal 


18  mins. 


Mediocre  Variety  Show 

This  two-reeler  is  just  so-so  en- 
tertainment. It  is  comprised  of  a 
number  of  vaudeville  acts,  a  couple 
of  production  numbers  with  chorus 
girls  that  are  just  fair,  and  it  in- 
cludes a  six-year-old  tap  dancer. 
Armida  dances  and  sings;  Ken  Stev- 
enson sings;  The  Fanchonettes  pro- 
vide the  chorus  numbers;  The  Texas 
Rangers  vocalize;  The  Caits  Brothers 
give  a  comedy  dance;  and  Marilyn 
Kay,  the  six-year-old  tap  dancer, 
tap  dances.  Larry  Ceballos  was  the 
director. 


"Andy  Panda  Goes  Fishing" 

Universal  9  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

Young  Andy  Panda  has  a  hair- 
breadth escape  from  trouble  in  this 
reel  which  will  amuse  the  kids.  While 
fishing,  Andy  meets  a  turtle  that 
shows  him  a  number  of  tricks  to 
catch  fish.  Andy,  however,  sticks 
to  his  old  fashioned  methods  and 
catches  an  electric  eel  that  creates 
plenty  of  excitement.  The  eel  and 
the  turtle  help  Andy  escape  the 
Panda  hunters  when  they  close  in 
and  the  three  comrades  rout  the  foe 
completely  before  the  short  ends. 


"Rhythm  Jamboree" 

Universal  18  mins. 

Fast  Moving  Musical 

Presenting  a  variety  of  acts,  this 
short  is  a  fast  moving  musical  num- 
ber that  is  entertaining.  Judy  Starr, 
well-known  swing  sister;  the  Ada 
Broadbent  Dancers;  Johnny  O'Brien 
and  his  Harmonica  Hi-Hats;  Billy 
Burt,  a  tap  dancer;  Arkin  and  Col- 
by, dancers;  The  Brown  Sisters, 
colored  swing  trio;  The  Pickerts,  a 
dance  team;  and  Don  Rowland  and 
his  band  of  six  swingsters  who  pro- 
vide the  music  in  most  part  comprise 
the  show.     Larry  Ceballos  directed. 


"Strange  American  Animals" 

Universal  9  mins. 

Interesting  Nature  Study 

Some  very  unusual  animal  studies 
have  been  caught  in  this  new  Uni- 
versal short,  and  the  reel  should 
prove  of  interest  to  audiences  gen- 
erally. Picture  shows  a  fight  be- 
tween a  mountain  lion  and  an  Iguana 
that  has  plenty  of  drama.  Also  seen 
in  the  reel  are  parasosos,  ant  eat- 
ers, racoons,  otters,  opossums, 
spider  monkeys,  turtles,  porcupines 
and  a  number  of  other  strange  ani- 
mals that  are  indigenous  to  the 
western  hemisphere.  Majority  of  the 
animals  shown  are  rarely  pictured  in 
their  native  habitats,  making  the 
reel  more  interesting  than  most 
shorts  of  this  type. 


THEATER     CHANGES 

Theater  Closings-Openings-New  Houses-Renovations-Ownership  Changes 

A  Nation-wide  Survey  of  Theater  Conditions   Conducted  Exclusively  for  THE  FILM  DAILY  by 


ROSS  FEDERAL  SERVICE,  INC. 
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Theater  Closings 


ARKANSAS 

Clarendon — Paramount,  (1-21-40) 
Owner:  J.  W.  Crabtree;  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Dermott — Allied,  (1-1-40)  Owner: 
C.  H.  McCraskey;  destroyed  by  fire. 

Star  City— Star,  (1-10-40)  Owner: 
W.  D.  Mitchell;  destroyed  by  fire. 

INDIANA 

Huntington — Huntington,  (2-1-40) 
Owner:   G.  Lancaster;  renovation. 

IOWA 

Dubuque— Grand  (12-11-39)  Own- 
er: Bradley  &  Maclay. 
KANSAS 

Parsons  —  Orpheum,  (12-19-39) 
Owner:  Clyde  McAleer;  destroyed  by 

LOUISIANA 

Lake  Charles  —  Paramount;  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

OKLAHOMA 
Cheskosha — Washita;  destroyed  by 
fire. 

MISSOURI 
Mexico — Rex,  700  seats. 

TENNESSEE 
Manchester — Lyric;  fire. 

TEXAS 
Malakoff— Dodd,  (12-5-39)  Owner: 
Roy  Parnell;  destroyed  by  fire. 

Childress — Gem,  sometime  in  Jan- 
uary 1940;  Owner:  Phipps  &  Layton. 
VIRGINIA 
Danville  —  Broadway  (12-18-39); 
Owner:  Danville  Enterprises:  moved 
to  new  location. 

Theater  Openings 

ARKANSAS 

Gurdon   —    Hoo-Hoo       (12-21-39) 
Owner:  K.  Lee  Williams  Inc.;  House 
Manager:  Carrolton  Allman. 
ILLINOIS 

Okawville— Main,  300  seats,  (11- 
22-39)  Owner:  Lanhan;  House  Man- 
ager: Lanhan;  previously  closed  10 
vears  ago. 

INDIANA 

Huntington — Jefferson,  886  seats, 
(1-20-40)  House  Manager:  G.  Lan- 
caster; same  Owner.  Previously 
closed  1-2-39. 

New  Theater 
Openings 

ARKANSAS 

Hampton — Progress,  300  seats 
(12-6-39)  House  Manager:  John  M. 
Harvey  Jr. 


ILLINOIS 

New  Baden — Modern,  300  seats, 
(11-22-39)  Builder:  Geo.  Yeager; 
Cost:  $10,000;  House  Manager:  Fred 
Hoomre. 

INDIANA 

Vincennes — New  Moon,  1,250  seats, 
(12-14-39)  6th  and  Main;  Builder: 
Theodore  Charles;  House  Manager: 
Theodore  Charles. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

New  Oxford— Earl,  400  seats,  (1- 
1-40)  Main  St.;  Builder:  Edwin  C. 
Myers;  Cost:  $17,000;  House  Man- 
ager:   Earl   Rohrbaugh. 

MICHIGAN 

Three  Oaks — Lee's,  400  seats; 
(12-22-39);  Builder:  Frank  Lee; 
House  Manager:  Frank  Lee. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Marshall— State    (12-23-39). 
SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Martin— Inland,  300  seats,  (1-14- 
40)  Cost:  $13,000;  House  Manager: 
Bradshaw. 

TENNESSEE 

Munford—  Munford,  300  seats  (12- 
1-39)  House  Manager:  H.  N.  Hod- 
dad. 

TEXAS 

Nocona — Ritz,  330  seats;  (11-10- 
39);  Builder:  Lutzer  Bros.;  House 
Manager:  J.  B.   Stout. 

Nocona — Cona,  701  seats;  (12-30- 
39);  House  Manager:  S.  F.  Squibb. 

UTAH 

Vernal — Main,  400  seats,  (11-25- 
39)  Main  St.;  Builder:  T.  L.  Kar- 
ren-Francis  Feltch. 

WISCONSIN 

Blanchardville  —  Blanchard,  300 
seats,  (December  1939)  Old  Store 
Bldg.;  Builder:  M.  Prokopovitz; 
House  Manager:  T.  J.  Watson. 


Theaters  Planned 


KANSAS 

Parsons — New,  18th  and  Broad- 
way. 

KENTUCKY 

Falmouth — New;  Main  St.;  Build- 
er: Max  Goldberg;  Operator:  Max 
Goldberg. 

LOUISIANA 

Baton  Rouge — Hart,  2,200  seats; 
Convention  St.;  Builder;  Columbia 
Theaters  Inc.,  Architect:  R.  W.  Neaf ; 
Cost:  $300,000;  Operator:  Richards. 

MISSOURI 

Mexico — Milky  Way,  about  400 
seats,  Operator:  Wm.  Pyle. 

TEXAS 

Houston — Hollywood,  1,200  seats; 
Architect:  J.  Finger  Inc.;  Cost: 
$125,000. 


Renovations 
Planned 

INDIANA 

Huntington  —  Huntington;  Work 
Planned:  Completely  rebuilt  interior, 
plus  new  front;  Owner:  G.  Lancas- 
ter; to  be  completed  5-1-40. 

KENTUCKY 

Morehead — Cozy;    Work   Planned: 
Remodeled;  to  be  completed  soon. 
MISSISSIPPI 

Picayune — Ritz;     Work    Planned: 
Change   front   and   operating   room, 
larger  balcony;  Owner:  W.  L.  Mose- 
ly;  to  be  completed  2-1-40. 
NEW  MEXICO 

Estancia — Star;  Work  Planned:  60 
new    seats     and    remodel;     Owner: 
Grace  and  Fritz  Sturges. 
UTAH 

Salt  Lake  City— Rialto;  Work 
Planned:  New  marquee,  upright 
sign;  Owner:  J.  L.  Lawrence;  to  be 
completed   12-25-39. 

Theaters  Under 
Construction 


LOUISIANA 

Shreveport— Ritz,  300  seats;  1701 
Milam  St.;  Builder:  Robert  Neff; 
Architect:  Vanos  Flaxmah;  Cost: 
$20,000;  Operator:  Claude  Hazel; 
to  be  completed  3-20-40. 
OREGON 

Bend — Tower;  Main  St.;  Cost: 
$75,000;  Operator:  Kenneth  Hodkin- 
son;  to  be  completed  around  Feb. 
15th,  1940. 

VIRGINIA 

Danville — Lee,  750  seats,  Old 
Broadway  Bldg.;  Builder:  King  An- 
derson; Architect:  Bryant  Heard; 
Cost:  $25,000;  Operator:  Leonard 
Lee;   to   be   completed   5-1-40. 

Norfolk— The  Gem,  500  seats.  Cor- 
ner Olney  Road  and  Church;  Build- 
er: Associated  Theaters;  Cost:  $25,- 
000;  Operator:  Sydney  J.  Gates;  to 
be  completed  3-15-40. 

WISCONSIN 

Waukesha- — New,  500  seats,  near 
the  5  points;  Builder:  L.  F.  Thur- 
wachter;  Operator:  L.  F.  Thurwach- 
ter;  to  be  completed  February  1940. 


Change  in 
Ownership 


ARKANSAS 

Waldron — Pines,  transferred  to  K. 
Lee  Williams  Theaters  Inc.  by  John 
H.   Forrester. 


Sparkman — New,  transferred  to 
G.  W.  Jones  by  James  Taylor. 

CALIFORNIA 

Fairfield — Soland     transferred     to 
Harvey    Amusement    Co.    by    Vaca 
ville  Theaters  Inc.;  House  Manager 
G.    R.    Moore. 

FLORIDA 

Jay — Santa    Rosa    transferred    to 
Mr.   W.  J.  McCurdy  and  Mr.  S.  R. 
Joyner  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Wagner;  House 
Manager:  Mr.  S.  R.  Joyner. 
IDAHO 

Coeur  D'Alene — Dream,  transfer- 
red to  W.  A.  Simons  Amusement  Co. 
by  N.  E.  Huff  and  Judge  Ailshie; 
House  Manager:  E.  K.  Taylor. 

Coeur  D'Alene — Liberty,  trans- 
ferred to  W.  A.  Simons  Amusement 
Co.  by  N.  E.  Huff  and  Judge  Ailshie; 
House  Manager:  E.  K.  Taylor. 

Coeur  D'Alene — Huff,  transferred 
to  W.  A.  Simons  Amusement  Co.  by 
N.    E.     Huff    and    Judge    Ailshie; 
House  Manager:  E.  K.  Taylor. 
IOWA 

Sigourney — Garden,  transferred  to 
W.    H.    Eddy    by    J.    A.    Meredith; 
House    Manager:    Wayne    Eddy. 
KENTUCKY 

Lexington — Opera    House,    trans- 
ferred to  Shine's  by  Harry  Swartz; 
House  Manager:  Mr.  Frish. 
MISSISSIPPI 

Shelby — Shelby,  transferred  to  A. 
E.  Moore  by  Albert  Cohn;  House 
Manager:  A.  E.  Moore. 

NEW  MEXICO 

Estancia  —  Star,  transferred  to 
Grace  &  Fritz  Sturges  by  Elmer 
Smith. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Marshall — Madison,  transferred  to 
Cherokee  Amusement  Co. 

Marshall — Princess,  transferred  to 
Cherokee  Amusement  Co. 

Bryson — Bryson,  transferred  to  J. 
E.    Massie   by   C.   Regan. 
OHIO 

St.  Marys — Broad  and  Regent  the- 
aters transferred  to  Chakeres   The- 
aters by  Thomas  Broad. 
OREGON 

Portland — Roseway  transferred  to 
Jess  Jones  by  Walter  Tibbets;  House 
Manager:  Archie  Holt. 

Portland — Granada  transferred  to 
Jess  Jones  by  Walter  Tibbets;  House 
Manager:  Archie  Holt. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Mansfield — Twain    transferred    to 
Harry  Taylor  by  H.  Swain. 
TENNESSEE 

Gatlinburg — Gatlinburg,    transfer- 
red to  J.  E.  Massie  by  C.  R.  Regan. 
WISCONSIN 

Kiel  —  Kiel  (formerly  Pastime) 
transferred  to  H.  Melcher  &  M.  Mor- 
gan by  Edwin  Burth. 
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Cleveland— Sam  Fine  has  sold  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Theater  to  Charles 
I  Gottlob  and  Ben  Fain,  who,  in  turn 
jhave  sold  the  Main  Theater  to  Ber- 
!  nard   Garfinkle.      Messrs.   Fain   and 
Got '^3  also  own  the  Milo  and  Sun- 
bea*  'Theaters.    Gottlob,  who  form- 
erly managed  the  Milo  is  now  man- 
aging  the    Mount    Pleasant.      Fain, 
formerly  at  the  Sunbeam  moves  over 
to  the  Milo  and  Lee  Berger,  a  vet- 
eran theater  man  formerly  with  As- 
sociated Circuit,  moves  in  as   man- 
ager of  the  Sunbeam. 

Denver  —  Gerald  Whitney,  city 
manager  of  the  Fox  theaters  at  La 
Junta,  Colo.,  returns  to  Denver  as 
manager  of  the  Gothic  and  Jewel, 
belonging  to  the  C.  U.  (Bank  Night) 
Yaeger  group.  The  managers  of 
the  theaters,  Ralph  Hamilton  and  Ed 

'  Ward,  stay  on  as  assistants  to  Whit- 
ney.    Whitney  was  succeeded  at  La 

<  Junta  by  Elwood  Voorhees,  recent- 
ly city  manager  for  Fox  at  McCook. 
Neb.  In  that  city  Ray  Search,  assist- 
ant manager,  was  promoted  to  the 

;  city  managership. 

Hartford — Installation  of  Western 
',  Electric  Mirrophonic  sound,  new  fix- 
tures, mats,  furniture  and  redecora- 
tion  of  the  Palace  Theater  will  be 
completed  by  Loew's  in  time  for  the 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  opening  Feb. 
2.  The  house  has  also  been  complete- 
ly reseated. 


Conn.  Allied  Prexy  to  Build  Mew  House 

Bridgeport — A.  M.  Schuman,  operator  of  the  Black  Rock  Theater,  and  Allied  of 
Connecticut  president,  is  having  architects  draw  new  plans  for  a  theater  in  the  same 
section,   to   be   built  this  spring  on   a   site   for  a   business   block   acquired   last  year. 


San  Antonio — L.  L.  Etchison,  a 
former  San  Antonian  but  recently  a 
theater  manager  in  Dallas,  returns 
to  San  Antonio  as  manager  of  the 
Joy    Theater   here. 


Detroit — Moule  and  Newman  Cir- 
cuit is  the  third  Detroit  circuit  to 
take  over  another  theater,  within  a 
week,  by  acquiring  the  Arc  from 
Variety  Enterprises.  Some  remodel- 
ling is  planned. 


Detroit- — New  Drive-In  Theater  is 
to  be  erected  in  the  Northwest  dis- 
trict by  the  Philip  Smith  interests 
of  Boston,  who  have  operated  a 
Drive-In  here  on  the  East  side  for 
two  years. 


La  Porte  City,  la. — Marvin  Fosse, 
manager  of  the  Pastime  Theater 
here,  has  purchased  the  Kline  build- 
ing as  a  site  for  a  new  picture  house. 
The  building  will  be  remodeled  inside 
and  out  with  the  floor  lowered  and 
new  air  conditioning  and  heating  sys- 
tems installed.  Opening  is  scheduled 
for  May  or  June. 


Omaha— Inland  Theater,  307-seat- 
er  at  Martin,  S.  D.,  built  at  cost  of 
$25,000,  has  just  been  opened  by  C. 
E.  Bradshaw. 


New  Haven  —  A  new  850-seat 
stadium-type  Bristol  Theater  will  be 
built,  Warner  Theater  Department 
reports,  to  replace  the  Bristol  The- 
ater, recently  burned  to  the  ground. 
The  house  should  be  ready  by  mid- 
summer. 


Columbus,  O. — Ralph  Resinger,  for 
past  seven  years  operator  of  the 
nabe  Hollywood  Theater,  has  closed 
the  house.  The  Rappold  Bros.,  own- 
ers of  the  Innis  and  Ideal  Theaters 
on  the  southside,  are  to  take  over 
the  house  as  soon  as  legal  difficulties 
are  ironed  out  with  the  trustees  of 
the   property. 


Chicago  —  The  Alliance  Theater 
circuit  has  taken  over  the  Mars 
Theater  at  Marseilles,  from  the 
Hartford  circuit.  Alliance  has  just 
re-opened  the  Indiana  Theater  at 
Kokomo,  after  remodelling.  New 
1200-seat     theater,     going     up     at 


Logansport,   Ind.,  is  expected  to  be 
ready  for  Spring. 

Dover-Foxcroft,  Me.  —  Firemen 
from  three  communities,  working  in 
15  below  zero  temperatures,  battled 
a  fire  which  destroyed  the  Palmer 
block  and  Star  Theater,  with  a  loss 
of  $100,000. 

Rockingham,  N.  C— H.  C.  Wall 
has  just  completed  the  Little  Theater 
here,  which  makes  three  houses  for 
Rockingham. 

Cleveland  —  Leo  C.  Glaab  is  the 
new  owner  of  the  Olympia  and  New 
Broadway  Theaters,  previously 
owned  by  the  late  Harry  Horwitz. 

Kearney,  Neb.  —  The  Empress, 
George  O.  Monroe's  900-seat  action 
house  here,  burned  with  a  $22,500 
loss. 

Waldron,  Ark. — John  H.  Forrester, 
owner  of  the  Pines  Theater  here, 
has  sold  the  house  to  the  K.  Lee 
Williams  Theaters,  Inc. 

Columbus,  O.  —  Myer  Rothstein, 
owner  of  the  East  Columbus  Theater, 
is  making  extensive  alterations  and 
plans  to  reopen  about  Feb.  10.  Al- 
though he  has  owned  the  building 
for  several  years,  this  will  mark  his 
first  personal  venture  into  the  ex- 
hibiting field.  House  has  been  dark 
since  summer. 


"The  Bat"  to  be  Ready 

for  UA  Release  in  May 

Portland,  Ore. — Globe  Productions, 
Inc.,  will  have  "The  Bat,"  its  initial 
feature  for  UA,  ready  for  May  re- 
lease, James  Roosevelt  said  while 
here  to  speak  before  the  Portland 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  a 
dinner  honoring  Theodore  Roosevelt 
Gamble,  manager  of  the  J.  J.  Parker 
Theaters,  who  was  named  the  city's 
junior  first  citizen. 


New  House  for  Pawtucket 

Pawtucket,  R.  I.— William  A.  Pi- 
nault,  druggist,  has  petitioned  the 
Pawtucket  Zoning  Board  for  a  per- 
mit to  build  a  700-seat  motion  pic- 
ture theater,  to  cost  between  $50,- 
000  and  $75,000,  in  the  Darlington 
section.  Pinault  says  he  has  four 
applications  for  lease  of  the  the- 
ater. 


V.  C.  Plans  Bingo  Party 

Detroit — Detroit  Variety  Club  is 
holding  the  first  Bingo  party  of  the 
year  in  its  club  rooms  next  Satur- 
day, with  Film  Censor  Charles  W. 
Snyder,  new  Entertainment  chair- 
man, in  charge. 


Ticket  Brokers  Measure  i  New  Mexicans  Go  to  Films       Plan  $90,000  Renovation 

Again  in  N.  Y.  Assembly        Average  of  Twice  Monthly        for  N.  Y.  Waldorf  Theater 


Albany — Under  the  provisions  of 
a  bill  introduced  in  the  Assembly  by 
MacNeil  Mitchell,  New  York  City 
Republican,  licensing  and  supervis- 
ion of  theater  ticket  brokers  would 
be  transferred  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  local  authorities. 

A  similar  measure  failed  of  pas- 
sage last  year. 

Measure  would  add  a  clause  to 
the  present  business  law  requiring 
the  printing  or  endorsing  on  the 
ticket  of  the  maximum  amount,  not 
exceeding  75  cents,  at  which  it  could 
be  resold  or  offered  for  resale,  and 
it  would  be  unlawful  for  persons, 
firms  or  corporations  to  resell  above 
75  cents  over  the  original  price 
charged  for  admission. 


AIVC  Makes  Awards 

American  Institute  of  Voice 
Teachers  has  bestowed  its  annual 
"Voice  personality"  awards  on  Lo- 
retta  Young  and  Douglas  Fairbanks, 
Jr.,  it  is  announced  by  Irving  Gie- 
low,  president. 


Albuquerque,  N.  M. — In  a  report 
just  issued  by  the  New  Mexico  Bu- 
reau of  Revenue  for  September, 
1939,  $209,677  was  taken  in  by  film 
theaters.  Basing  this  on  the  1930 
population  of  423,317,  and  the  av- 
erage admission  of  25c,  two  shows 
were  seen  during  the  month  by  every 
individual  in  the  State.  The  amount 
for  September  was  an  increase  of 
$16,862  over  August,  1939. 


Courtney  Pix  Gets  Award 

Halifax,  N.  S.— Thomas  J.  Court- 
ney, manager  of  FPC's  Casino,  has 
won,  for  the  second  year  in  suc- 
cession, one  of  the  10  annual  prizes 
given  by  the  Amateur  Cinema 
League,  of  the  U.  S.,  for  the  best 
non-theatrical  films.  His  subject 
was  the  royal  visit  to  Halifax  in 
1939. 


Circosta  Gets  W.  Va.  House 

Bellaire,  O. — James  Circosta,  lo- 
cal theater  owner  has  recently  ac- 
quired a  small  house  in  Benwood, 
W.  Va. 


"Ice  Follies"  Hits  B.  O. 

Providence— "Ice  Follies  of  1940," 
playing  a  week's  engagement  to 
SRO  at  the  R.  I.  Auditorium  here, 
gave  film  theaters  their  toughest 
opposition  of  the   season. 


Stern  Org.  Moves 

Master  Photographers,  Inc.,  of 
which  Sam  Stern  is  president,  takes 
up  new  and  larger  quarters  today  at 
443-445  West  41st  St.,  moving  from 
the  company's  former  offices  located 
at  318  West  46th  St. 

Extensive  alterations  have  been 
made  to  the  new  premises  to  care  for 
the  Stern  organization's  present  pro- 
gram of  expansion. 


Renovation  to  the  Waldorf  The- 
ater, on  50th  St.  between  Sixth  and 
Seventh  Aves.,  will  be  carried  on 
shortly  at  a  cost  approximating 
$90,000,  it  was  announced  on  the 
week-end.  Extensive  equipment 
which  will  comprise  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  theater  changes  will 
be  supplied  by  Joe  Hornstein,  Inc., 
well-known  local  supply  house. 

Schedule  of  improvements  in- 
cludes entire  new  theater  front  ef- 
fectuated in  glass;  new  circular  type 
glass  marquee;  latest  type  sil- 
houette lettering,  new  lobby  and 
glass  entrance  doors;  re-carpeting  of 
the  entire  auditorium  and  balcony 
floors;  new  chairs  and  stage;  and 
building  of  a  new  smoking  loge  fur- 
nished with  spacious  seats. 


Buffalo  Theaters  Will 

Build  Three  New  Houses 


Buffalo— Buffalo  Theaters  (Shea 
Circuit)  is  planning  three  new 
houses,  to  be  constructed  during 
1940.  V.  R.  McFaul.  Buffalo  The- 
aters president,  has  contracted  with 
RCA  Photophone  for  High  Fidelity 
sound  i-eproducing  equipment  for  all 
three.  T.  F.  McCleary,  Photophone 
sales  specialist,  negotiated  the  deal. 


ONE  MORE  STEP  WILL 
COMPLETE  RKO  REORG. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

voluntary  petition  for  appointment 
of  a  receiver  was  filed  Jan.  27, 
1933. 

The  proceedings  consisted  of  the 
manual  delivery  of  a  number  of 
securities  and  other  evidences  of 
ownership  from  the  Irving  Trust  to 
officials  of  RKO.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Irving'  Trust  Co.  will  con- 
tinue its  offices  in  the  RKO  Build- 
ing for  several  weeks  to  wind  up  a 
number  of  details.  The  last  remain- 
ing step  before  a  formal  order  ter- 
minating the  proceedings  is  entered 
is  the  passing  on  allowances  by  the 
Court. 

During  the  seven  years  of  admin- 
istration under  Court  supervision, 
the  fixed  indebtedness  of  RKO  and 
its  subsidiaries  was  reduced  by 
more  than  $11,000,000.  This  was 
exclusive  of  the  further  reduction 
effected  by  the  reorg.  plan.  The 
consolidated  cash  position  more  than 
doubled  without  including  the  cash 
received  from  proceeds  of  the  re- 
cent sale  of  new  common  stock. 
Gross  income  increased  from  ap- 
proximately $44,000,000  in  1933  to 
approximately  $52,000,000  in  1939. 

The  new  company  has  no  outstand- 
ing indebtedness;  its  capital  struc- 
ture consists  only  of  preferred  and 
common  stock.  The  RKO  Corp. 
group  of  companies  now  has  exten- 
sive working  capital  with  over  $8,- 
000,000  cash  in  bank  alone,  which 
amounts  to  approximately  twice  the 
current  liabilities.  In  addition,  RKO 
has  a  substantial  book  surplus. 

Present  at  Friday's  takeover  cere- 
monies were:  H.  C.  Ottiwell  of  the 
Chemical  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  and 
Daniel  James  of  Wright,  Gordon, 
Zachry  &  Parlin,  attorneys  for  that 
institution;  A.  Christensen  and  Gar- 
rett Van  Wagner  of  the  Irving  Trust, 
and  O.  C.  Doering,  Jr.,  and  Ambrose 
L.  Cram,  Jr.,  representing  William 
J.  Donovan,  solicitor  for  the  trustee. 

Also:  W.  J.  Merrill,  William  Mal- 
lard, William  H.  Clark,  O.  R.  Mc- 
Mahon,  J.  Miller  Walker  and  G.  E. 
Youngman,  for  RKO,  and  Hamilton 
C.  Rickaby  and  Richard  Jones,  3rd, 
for  Simpson,  Thacher  &  Bartlett,  at- 
torneys for  RKO;  J.  P.  Harrigan  of 
the  Central  Hanover  Bank  and  Trust 
Co.  and  Stephen  Millett  of  Larkin, 
Rathbone  &  Perry,  attorneys  for  that 
bank;  and  Harold  Hunkele  of  the 
City  Bank  Farmers  Trust  Co.  and 
R.  W.  Hurry  of  Delafield,  Marsh, 
Porter  &  Hope,  attorneys  for  that 
trust  company. 

RKO  sent  a  statement  to  creditors 
and  stockholders  Saturday,  inform- 
ing them  that  they  may  now  receive 
securities  of  the  new  corporation  by 
surrender  of  present  securities  with 
Bankers  Trust  Co.,  16  Wall  St.  RKO 
will  soon  make  application  for  list- 
ing its  preferred  and  common  stocks 
on  the  Stock  Exchange  and  its  option 
warrants  on  the  Curb,  it  was  stated. 


FCC'S  Okay  of  Commercial  Tele  to  Bring 

Rush  of  Advertisers,  John  Royal  Asserts 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 
Hollywood — large     number     of     commercial     sponsors     are     prepared     to     enter     the 

television  field  as  soon  as  the  FCC  okays  commercialized  tele,  John  f.  Royal,   NBC  vice- 

prexy,    declared    here. 

Royal    predicted    that    the    next    Presidential    inauguration    would    be    televised. 


Act  to  Require  Showing 

of  Filipino  Films  Killed 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

datory  the  presentation  of  at  least 
one   Philippine   production   monthly. 

Vetoed  measure  was  modeled  af- 
ter the  Mexican  decree  which  re- 
cently gave  concern  to  both  distrib- 
utors and  exhibitors  there,  and  its 
objective  was  the  same — playing 
time  for  native  product.  Philippine 
studios  are  now  turning  out  from 
50  to  60  pictures  of  varying  lengths 
annually. 

Considerable  confidence  is  being 
restored  in  film  circles  here  at  the 
prospect  of  a  halting  of  legislation 
directed  at  picture  commerce  in  the 
Islands,  although  both  importers  and 
exhibitors  have  not  fully  recovered 
from  the  added  burden  placed  upon 
them  by  enactment  of  tax  laws  dur- 
ing the  past  several  months.  These 
latter  included  new  admission  tax 
scales  and  levies  on  footage  brought 
in  from  foreign  countries. 

Any  philosophical  attitude  which 
has  been  taken  thus  far  with  respect 
to  the  admission  and  theater  income 
taxes  has  arisen  from  the  conviction 
that  they  are  not  of  a  discrimina- 
tory nature,  since  all  branches  of 
business  have  been  obliged  to  pay 
into  the  national  budget  fund. 

At  present  there  is  a  rigid  ban 
in  the  Philippines  on  so-called  gang- 
ster films,  such  entertainment  being 
frowned  upon  by  the  some  12  to  14 
censors  appointed  by  the  President. 
Posts   are  essentially  non-political. 

Approximately  225  sound-equipped 
theaters  are  in  operation  in  the  Is- 
lands, but  the  future  is  causing  the 
film  trade  anxiety  because  in  1946 
the  Independence  Law  will  become 
effective,  and  when  it  does  the  Phil- 
ippines will  lose  the  advantage  of 
free  trade  with  the  U.  S. 

Prosperity  of  the  Philippines  de- 
pends largley  on  the  marketing  of 
sugar,  revenue  from  which  comprises 
some  60  per  cent  of  trade  with  for- 
eign lands.  Motion  picture  inter- 
ests here  are  wide  awake  to  the 
both  obvious  and  harmful  fact  that 
independence  will  cause  duties  to  be 
imposed  on  the  native  sugar  im- 
ported by  the  U.  S.,  and  result  will 
be  serious  with  respect  to  public's 
ability  to  buy  any  and  everything, 
including  entertainment. 


Warners  May  Distribute 
Two  Howard  Hughes  Films 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ard  Hughes  for  two  pictures  which 
he  will  make  this  year  when  he  re- 
sumes production  after  a  seven-year 
lapse.  Hughes  has  signed  Howard 
Hawks  to  direct.  Hughes'  story  prop- 
erties available  include  stories  by 
Ben  Hecht  and  Ernest  Hemingway. 
Warners  recently  closed  a  deal  to 
release  the  first  Capra-Riskin  fea- 
ture which  the  latter  will  make  inde- 
pendently and  has  been  reported  as 
talking  a  deal  with  Sam  Goldwyn  for 
his  "The  Westerner."  Latter,  how- 
ever, is  believed  off. 


Holtz  Building  $100,000 

Theater  In  Sacramento 


Exhib.  on  School  Board 

Morristown,  N.  J. — Walter  M. 
Hoffman,  in  charge  of  Roth  the- 
ater interests  here,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  Board  of  Education 
to  serve  a  five-year  term  by  Mayor 
Potts.  Hoffman  is  a  former  presi- 
dent of  both  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and   the   Rotary   Club. 


Sacramento  —  A  new  $100,000 
house  is  being  erected  here  by 
Charles  Holtz,  local  theater  man.  It 
will  seat  900  persons,  and  be  of 
modernistic  architecture,  with  a  cir- 
cular foyer  having  "blue"  plate 
glass  mirrors  along  the  walls,  with 
rest  rooms  on  the  mezzinine,  and  a 
special  sound  proof  "crying  room" 
for  mothers  with  babies. 

Special  hidden  lights  will  reflect 
color  on  the  building,  and  there  will 
be  a  60-foot  tower  to  hold  an  elec- 
tric sign  above  the  marquee.  June 
1  has  been  tentatively  set  as  open- 
ing day. 


SAG,  AFRA  and  Equity  Will 
Seek  Tele   Understanding 

Representatives  of  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors Guild  and  AFRA  will  sit  in  at 
the  Equity  Council  meeting  tomor- 
row when  an  attempt  will  be  made 
to  reach  an  understanding  on  tele- 
vision scales  and  jurisdiction.  Meet- 
ing is  a  continuation  of  previous 
huddles  on  the  subject,  with  last 
week's  session  postponed  because  of 
more  urgent  business  on  the  Equity 
calendar. 


Whitehead   Sues   Thomson 

Libel  suit  for  $100,000  was 
brought  at  the  week-end  against 
Ken  Thomson.  SAG  executive  secre- 
tary, by  Ralph  Whitehead,  former 
head  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Actors.  Whitehead  previously 
named  seven  other  defendants  in 
the   same   action. 


Metro  Signs  Judith  Anderson 

We  t    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Judith  Anderson, 
New  York  stage  star,  has  signed  a 
long-term    contract   with    Metro. 


FEDERATION  LUNCHEON 
RRINGS  DRIVE  $85,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

than  500  film,  stage  and  radio  ex- 
ecutives, and  personages  prominent 
as  entertainers  in  these  fie^ ?  at- 
tended a  luncheon  in  the  Hotel  As- 
tor  and  to  the  1939  campaign  gave 
total  of  $85,000  in  cash  and  pledges. 

The  gathering,  enthusiastically 
supporting  the  116  Federation  and 
social  welfare  institutions,  paid 
tribute  to  the  philanthropic  and 
communal  efforts  of  former  Mayor 
James  J.  Walker,  who  was  guest  of 
honor.  John  Golden  was  chairman 
and    George    Jessel   toastmaster. 

Seated  on  the  dais  were:  Edwin 
S.  Friendly,  former  Justice  Joseph 
M.  Proskauer,  Mr.  Bernstein,  Mr. 
Jessel,  Mr.  Golden,  Will  H.  Hays, 
Irving  Berlin,  Barney  Balaban,  B. 
S.  Moss,  Jack  Cohn,  Poastmaster  Al- 
bert Goldman,  Daniel  Frohman, 
Commissioner  of  Licenses  Paul 
Moss,  Herman  Robbins  and  Molly 
Picon. 

In  outlining  the  needs  of  the 
"largest  network  of  humanitarian 
agencies  in  the  world,"  former  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  Proskauer 
lauded  the  activities  of  the  Amuse- 
ment Division  on  behalf  of  "the 
orphan,  the  sick  and  the  underprivi- 
leged among  our  neighbors  here  at 
home." 

In  introducing  the  former  Mayor. 
Golden  said  that  he  belonged  in 
"show  business  with  the  rest  of  us. 
He  began  his  career,  so  to  speak, 
as  a  song  writer,  and  now  he  is 
turning  out  another  great  song." 
A  scroll  was  presented  to  Walker 
on  behalf  of  the  Amusement  Divi- 
sion. 

Among  others  noted  were  Julian 
Abeles,  Willard  Alexander,  Jack 
Alicoate,  Glen  Anders,  Chester  B. 
Bahn,  Maurice  Bergman,  Herman 
Bernie,  Irving  Caesar,  Oscar  A. 
Doob,  Sam  Forrest,  David  Golding, 
Howard  Dietz,  Al  Grossman,  Arthur 
Israel,  Maurice  Kann,  Eddie  Le- 
Baron,  Bertram  Lebhar,  Gypsy 
Rose  Lee,  Jules  Levey,  Sam  Lyons, 
Mack  Littman,  Ted  Lloyd,  Margo, 
Don  M.  Mersereau,  Dr.  Leo  Michel, 
William  Morris,  Jr.,  George 
H.  Morris,  Louis  Nizer,  Isroy  M. 
Norr,  Ole  Olsen,  Sidney  H.  Pier- 
mont,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Rinzler, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Rinzler,  Al 
Rogers,  Budd  Rogers,  Charles  A. 
Rogers,  Max  Rudnick,  Eddie  Rugoff, 
Marvin  N.  Schenck,  Sam  Shain,  M. 
H.  Shapiro,  Lillian  Shaw,  Jos- 
eph Shaller,  Nathaniel  Shilkret, 
John  Shubert,  Louis  Shurr,  Noble 
Sissle,  Bernard  Sobel,  Arthur  Tracy, 
Al  Trahan,  Sam  Yolen. 


Mice  vs.  Rats 

Wilmington,  Del. — It's  mice  vs.  rats 
on  the  marquees  here,  what  with  Loew's 
playing  "Of  Mice  and  Men"  and  War- 
ner's countering  with  "Brother  Rat  and 
a   Baby." 


M       I'       I'WMI)       1)1    SI 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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25  Pictures  Suitable  for  Classroom  Study  in  1939 

RELEASES!  THE  U.  S.  DWNG 1939  TOTALLED  761 

Enforcement  of  Ohio's  Film  Rental  Tax  is  Expected 


Hearing  on   Ohio  Tax  Slated 

For  March  Hearing;  See 

Victory  for  State 

Columbus,  O. — With  about  all  pos- 
sible dilatory  motions  exhausted,  it 
now  seems  likely  that  the  taxpay- 
ers' suits  involving  non-payment  of 
sales  tax  on  film  rentals  will  be 
heai'd  by  mid-March.  One  year  ago 
when  the  suits  were  first  filed,  the 
odds  were  even  on  the  court's  de- 
cision. Now  all  indications  point  to 
a  decision  requiring  the  payment  of 
the  tax. 

The  hopes  of  the   exhibitors  who 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


ACADEMY  NOMINATES 
11  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


j  West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
„  Hollywood — Eleven  short  subjects 
j  will  be  voted  on  for  Academy  Awards 
,  at  the  annual  banquet  next  month. 
;  "Oscars"  will  be  awarded  for  three 

classifications  of  shorts,  one-reel- 
,  ers,  two-reelers  and  cartoons.  Nom- 
';  inations  in  each  group,  as  announced 

yesterday,  are: 

One-reelers:    "Busy    Little    Bars," 
I  Paramount;     "Information    Please," 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

ITO  of  Ohio  to  Determine 
Most  Profitable  1939  Pix 


Columbus,  0. — P.  J.  Wood,  secre- 
tary of  the  Ohio  ITO,  is  conducting 
a  survey  to  determine  the  most 
profitable  product  used  in  1939.  Said 
Wood:  "I  have  found  that  a  vast 
majority   of  theater  owners   do  not 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Debute  Neely  Bill 

Montclair,  N.  J. — Felix  Jenkins  of 
20th  Century-Fox  and  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
Allied  president,  debated  the  Neely  Bill 
controversy  before  the  Motion  Picture 
Council  here  last  night  at  the  YMCA. 
Jenkins  argued  against  the  measure. 
Cole  spoke  in  favor  of  it. 


Russia  Wants  Three  20th-Fox  Pictures 

Bid  by  the  Russian  Government  for  three  20th-Fox  pictures  was  reported  yesterday, 
with  "The  Grapes  cf  Wrath"  one  of  the  pictures  the  Soviet  is  seeking.  Other  two  are 
"Alexander's  Ragtime  Band"  and  "In  Old   Chicago." 


PROPOSED  N.Y.  TAX     PAYNTER  NEW  SALES 
HIT  BY  LABOR  CHIEF:  HEAD  OF  EMPIRE-T 


The  seriously  adverse  effects 
which  imposition  of  a  sales  tax 
would  place  on  the  motion  picture 
biz,  for  example,  was  sketched  by 
Thomas  Murtha,  president  of  the 
Central  Trades  and  Labor  Council 
here  in  blasting  the  Bewley-Whitney 
retail  sales  impost  bill  as  pending 
in  Taxation  Committees  in  Albany 
now. 

Murtha,  whose  AFL  unions,  in- 
clude the  powerful  IATSE  groups, 
said   in   a   public    statement: 

"To  take  only  one  of  its  provis- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Pathe  Completes  Purchase 
Of  Cinema  Lab.'s  Assets 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Pathe  Laboratories, 
Inc.,  has  completed  the  purchase 
of  all  the  assets  of  Cinema  Labora- 

(Continned  on  Page  2) 


Montreal — Harry  Paynter,  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec  manager  for  Empire- 
Universal  Films,  has  been  appointed 
general  sales  manager  of  that  com- 
pany and  will  leave  for  Toronto  next 
week  to  begin  his  new  duties.  He 
is  succeeded  in  Montreal  by  Mickey 
Isman,  who  for  a  number  of  years 
has  been  provincial  manager  for 
Warner-Vitagraph    at    Montreal. 


Judges  Hand  Down  Decrees 
In  Nebraska  Ascap  Action 

Lincoln,  Neb.  —  Judges  Garner, 
Munger  and  Donohoe,  who  heard 
the  arguments  in  Ascap's  suit  to 
test  constitutionality  of  the  anti- 
Ascap  law  passed  by  the  1937  Ne- 
braska legislature,  handed  down 
their  decree  last  week. 

It  has  three  points,  (1)  making 
the  temporary  injunction  set  up  Nov. 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Improvement  in  Quality  of  Pictures 
Noted  by  Natl  Educational  Group 


Dannenberg  Contends  GN 
Got  Worst  of  Educ.  Deal 


Joseph  Dannenberg,  attorney  for 
the  trustees  of  Grand  National,  at 
yesterday's  examination  of  Earle  W. 
Hammons  attempted  to  show  that 
GN  got  the  worst  of  a  deal  in  which 
it  turned  over  to  Educational  Pic- 
tures 1,100,000  shares  of  common 
stock     and     assumed     Educational's 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Improvement  in  the  quality  of  mo- 
tion pictures  during  the  last  five 
years  is  evidenced  by  the  yearly  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  features 
recommended  for  classroom  study, 
according  to  William  Lewin,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  motion  pic- 
tures of  the  National  Education  As- 
sociation's Department  of  Second- 
ary Education. 

Prior  to  1935,  Lewin  said  yester- 
day, not  more  than  two  or  three  pic- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


American  Companies  Produced 

483  Pictures  Last  Year; 

278  Pix  Imported 

Features  released  in  the  U.  S. 
market  during  1939  totaled  761,  of 
which  388  were  released  by  the  eight 
major  companies  and  373  by  inde- 
pendent distributors.  American- 
made  features  totaled  483  (includ- 
ing seven  foreign  language  films), 
of  which  367  were  produced  by  the 
majors  and  116  by  indies.  Imported 
features  totaled  278  of  which  21 
were  released  by  majors  and  257 
by  indies. 

U.  S.  produced  features  gained  28 
over  1938  when  455  were  released, 
346  by  majors  and  109  by  indies. 
Imported  features,  however,  drop- 
ped off  36  from  the  314  brought  in 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

W.  B.  TOlOLDSALES 
MEETING  IN  CHICAGO 


Warner  Bros,  will  hold  a  two-day 
mid-season  sales  meeting  of  district 
and  branch  managers  and  field  ex- 
ploitation men  in  Chicago  Feb.  3-4. 
Grad  Sears,  general  sales  manager, 
called  the  meeting  to  discuss  plans 
for    merchandising    the    balance    of 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Rowland  Brown  to  Produce 
"Young  Man  of  Manhattan" 


Rowland  Brown's  first  picture  to 
be  made  at  Eastern  Service  Studios 
will  be  "Young  Man  of  Manhattan." 
Paramount    will    distribute.        Joel 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Three  Pix  Start 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Three    pictures   are   sched- 
uled to  go  into  production  this  week. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Charlie  Chan's 
Cruise"  with  Sidney  Toler.  At  Repub- 
lic: "Rancho  Grande"  starring  Gene 
Autry.  At  Monogram:  "The  Cheyenne 
Kid"  starring  Jack  Randoll  with  Louise 
Stanley. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low    Close    Chg. 

Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    7  6%      7         

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   23V2     23  >/4     23%  +     % 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.   Fm.   Ind.   pfd 

East.  Kodak  161  %  161  '/4  161 V*  —     Va 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 12l/2     12'/2     12l/2     

Loew's,  Inc 35%     35%     35%  +     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7%       T*A       7%     

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd..     9  9  9         

Pathe  Film   10%     10l/4     10%  +     Vi 

RKO     1%       1%       13/4  +     1/4 

20th  Century-Fox   ...   12%     12%     12%     

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 80%     79        79      —     % 

Warner    Bros 3%       3%       3%  +     % 

do  pfd 

NEW  YORK    BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3V,s46.102%  102%  102%     

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Paramount  Picts.  6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3'/4s47 

RKO  6s41    5734     551/4     57%   +  2% 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85         85         85         


NEW  YORK   CURB   MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone  Corp 1  %      1  %       1  %     

Technicolor    15        14%     15       +     Vz 

Trans-Lux 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3%       3i/4       33/g   +     % 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe     Film    7     pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  "45..  71%     73% 
Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 66         68 
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New  York  City 
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Pathe  Completes  Purchase 
Of  Cinema  Lab.'s  Assets 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tories,  including  the  plant  of  Santa 
Monica  Blvd.  The  new  affiliate  will 
be  known  as  Pathe  Laboratories, 
Inc.  of  California. 

O.  Henry  Briggs,  Pathe  president, 
and  Robert  Benjamin,  its  counsel, 
consummated  the  transfer.  Briggs 
will  remain  here  to  put  into  effect 
the  new  laboratory's  extensive  ex- 
pansion plans. 

Board  of  directors  of  the  new 
company  are  Briggs,  T.  P.  Loach, 
Trem  Carr,  Robert  Benjamin,  C. 
Merwin  Travis,  Arthur  Miller  and 
Russell  H.  Wilson.  Briggs  is  presi- 
dent, Loach  and  Travis,  vice-presi- 
dents, and  R.  E.  Young,  secretary- 
treasurer. 


Ricketson  Shifts  Managers 

Denver — Rick  Ricketson,  manager 
of  the  Pox  Intermountain  theaters, 
has  moved  Ed  Nelson  from  city 
managership  at  Las  Cruces,  N.  M., 
to  Denver,  where  he  will  manage  the 
Hiawatha;  Die  Byrne  goes  from  the 
city  manager  post  at  Delta  to  the 
Nelson  job  at  Las  Cruces;  Vern 
Fletcher,  Billings,  Mont.,  manager, 
will  be  city  manager  in  Montrose, 
Colo.;  Don  Dungan,  city  manager  at 
Montrose,  goes  to  the  same  position 
in  Delta,  and  Lloyd  Boreing  has 
been  promoted  from  an  assistant's 
job  to  be  manager  of  the  Babcock 
theater,  Billings,  Mont. 


Ripley  Story  for  Cagney 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Warner  Bros,  have 
purchased  "They  Died  With  Their 
Boots  On,"  authored  by  Thomas  Rip- 
ley. Ripley  served  25  years  with 
the  Georgian  American  newspaper. 
The  story  was  bought  with  James 
Cagney  in  mind.  Dave  Bader  han- 
dled the  sale  for  Kathleen  Clifford's 
Artist's  Agency,  Inc. 


Shooting  All-Negro  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Aetna  Productions 
and  Goldberg  &  Port,  are  producing 
"Mystery  in  Swing"  with  an  all  Ne- 
gro cast  and  Arthur  Dreifuss  direct- 
ing. Mack  Stengler  is  doing  the 
camera  work.  The  picture  will  be 
released  by  International  Road 
Shows. 


McDonald  On  Autry  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Frank  McDonald,  who 
directed  "Village  Barn  Dance"  and 
"Jeepers  Creepers"  for  Republic, 
has  started  work  on  "Rancho 
Grande"  starring  Gene  Autry  for 
Republic. 


Mrs.  Barsham  to  N.  Y. 

Wilmington,  Del. — Mrs.  Edmund 
M.  Barsham  will  attend  the  16th 
Annual  Conference  of  the  National 
Board  of  Review  to  be  held  Feb. 
1-3  in  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  New 
York. 
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Logical  Sequel 

From  the  World  Theater  o'er  on  West 
49th  St.  comes  the  announcement  that 
the  long,  long  run  of  the  French  fea- 
ture, "Harvest,"  will  conclude  on  Feb. 
25.  In  the  attraction,  grain  and  bread 
play  an  important  part.  Coincidentally, 
the  new  film  moving  into  the  World 
Theater  for  its  American  Premiere  on 
Feb.  26  is  also  a  French  production 
titled  "La  Femme  du  Boulanger,"  which 
in  plain  English  means  "The  Baker's 
Wife." 


Fine  Arts  Preparing  Three 
Pictures;  Buys  New  Story 

West    Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — With  the  purchase  of 
"Flying  Heels"  by  Franklyn  War- 
ner, for  his  newly  organized  Fine 
Arts  Producing  and  Distributing 
Corp.,  this  producer  now  has  three 
stories   being   scripted. 

He  has  assigned  Bradley  King  to 
do  the  script  for  M.  Coates  Web- 
ster's "Derelict  Street";  Arthur 
Hoerle  and  John  Krafft  have  been 
given  the  Charles  Nevill  Buck  orig- 
inal,  "Flying   Heels." 

The  Hoerle  original  is  expected 
to  be  the  first  to  go  before  the  cam- 
eras with  Otis  Garrett  directing. 


To  Honor  George  Ritch 

Stamford,  Conn. — George  Camp- 
bell Ritch,  managing  director  of  the 
Strand  and  Palace  Theaters,  who 
has  resigned  his  position,  effective 
Feb.  1,  will  be  guest  of  honor  at 
a  testimonial  dinner,  tomorrow 
night.  Arrangements  for  the  din- 
ner, to  be  held  at  Rich's  Restaurant, 
Old  Greenwich,  are  in  charge  of 
William  Michalson,  manager  of  the 
Plaza  Theater.  Ritch,  it  is  under- 
stood, will  be  associated  with  one 
of  the  larger  theater  chains.  He 
was  a  former  division  manager  for 
the  Skouras  Theater  Corp.,  before 
coming  here  three  and  a  half  years 
ago. 


To  Argue  Col.  Application 

Special  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Robert  L.  Wright  arrived  here 
yesterday  from  Washington  to  op- 
pose the  application  of  Columbia 
Pictures  for  an  order  to  vacate  the 
government's  notice  of  examination 
of  Harry  and  Jack  Cohn  and  A. 
Montague.  Argument  of  the  appli- 
cation will  be  heard  today  by  Fed- 
eral Judge  William  Bondy. 

Cortez  On  Bums  Film 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Stanley  Cortez,  who 
recently  returned  from  Honolulu 
where  he  photographed  backgrounds 
for  "It's  A  Date"  starring  Deanna 
Durbin,  is  now  doing  the  camera 
work  on  "Alias  the  Deacon"  starring 
Bob  Burns. 


SITUATION  WANTED 

New  York  C.P.A. — Expert  organizer  and 
systematize!-  —  personnel  manager  — • 
comptroller  —  6  years'  experience  in 
motion    picture    industry. 

LEO     LIVINGSTON 
993   Carroll  St.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


comma  nno  come 


BARNEY   BALABAN    is   vacationing   in   Florida 

EDWARD  C.  RUFF,  Paramount  New  Haven 
exchange  manager,  leaves  for  Havana  on  the 
S.   S.  Oriente  Feb.  7.  ^,ln 

MR.  and  MRS.  JOSEPH  SHULMAN^.  .  the 
Rivoli  and  Webster  Theaters,  Hartford,  and 
the  newly-constructed  Plaza,  Windsor,  are  vaca- 
tioning  in    Miami. 

CARROLL  DUNNING,  head  of  Dunningcolor 
is  due  here  today  from  the  Coast  on  a  busi- 
ness  trip. 

JOSEPH  MOSKOWITZ,  20th-Fox  exec,  is 
scheduled  to  leave  for  the  Coast  this  week-end. 

HARRY  M.  KALMINE,  Pittsburgh  zone  man- 
ager for  Warners,  has  left  for  a  month's  trip 
to   Mexico   and   Cuba. 

EMIL  STERN,  president  of  the  Essaness  cir- 
cuit in  Chicago,  has  returned  to  that  city 
after  a   Florida  vacation. 

JOHN  STAHL  and  his  wife  were  in  Chicago 
over  the  week-end. 

HARRY  A.  BRUNO,  of  H.  A.  Bruno  &  Asso- 
ciates, left  New  York  yesterday  to  visit  the  Floyd 
B.  Odiums  in  Hollywood. 

BRIAN  AHERNE  arrived  here  yesterday  from 
Hollywood. 

MADELEINE  CARROLL  is  here  for  a  short 
stay  before  she  sails  for  Europe. 

DOROTHY  LAMOUR,  OLIVIA  DE  HAVILLAND, 
BRENDA  JOYCE,  MICKEY  ROONEY,  CLORIA 
JEAN,  JAMES  CAGNEY,  EDWARD  G.  ROBIN- 
SON, TYRONE  POWER,  PAT  O'BRIEN,  GENE 
AUTRY  and  BILL  BOYD  are  in  Washington  today 
to  attend  the  President's  Birthday  Ball. 


Mclntyre  Heads  343,  Omaha 

Omaha— Local  343,  IATSE,  elected 
R.  L.  Mclntyre,  Fox  screen  room 
operator,  as  prexy  for  1940,  suc- 
ceeding Adolph  Fells.  Howard  Jack- 
son, Omaha  Theater,  is  the  new 
business  agent,  replacing  Carl 
Krumrei.  Other  officers  are  Alvin 
Kostlan,  Brandeis,  first  vice-presi- 
dent; Shep  Owens,  Benson,  second 
vice-president;  Clyde  Cooley,  Winn, 
rec.  secretary;  G.  E.  Jordon,  Muller, 
financial  sec,  and  Baird  Loomis, 
Brandeis,  treasurer. 

Weiser  Joins  CCNY 

Jacob  A.  Weiser,  formerly  with 
the  Theater  Guild  and  M-G-M,  will 
give  a  16-week  course  in  dramatics, 
playwriting  and  history  of  the 
American  theater  at  the  College  of 
the  City  of  New  York  during  the 
coming  school  term. 


Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  30 

Gradwell   L.  Sears 

C.    C.    Burr 

E.  V.  Richards 

Greta    Nissen 

Oscar   Serlin 

Henry  McCarthy 


Tuesday,  January  30, 1940 
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ENFORCEMENT  OF  OHIO 
TAX  EXPECTED  SOON 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

are  trying  to  avoid  payment  were 
given  a  severe  setback  with  the  rul- 
ingj^the  Louisiana  Supreme  Court 
eH  than>ne  collection  of  sales  tax  on 
$]  film  rentals  is  legal.  Case  was 
that  of  the  Saenger  theater,  New 
Orleans,  brought  as  a  test  suit.  And 
back  of  it  all  is  the  precedent  estab- 
lished by  a  similar  case  in  New 
York  where  likewise  the  decision 
was  in  favor  of  the  tax  department. 

WB  to  Hold  Mid-Season 

Sales  Meet  in  Chicago 



(Continued  from  Page  1) 

this  season's  program.     Those  who 
will  attend  from  New  York  include: 

Gradwell    L.    Sears,    Charles    Einfeld,    Carl 

\  Leserman,    Mort    Blumenstock,    Roy    Haines, 

Ben    Kalmenson,     Arthur    Sachson,    Norman 

Moray,    and    Mitchell    Rawson. 

"      District   and   branch   managers   who   will   be 

present,   are :    Ed    Schnitzer,    Eastern   district 

,  manager    with    headquarters    in    New     York 

and  branch  managers :   Paul  S.  Krumenacker, 

Albany  1    N.   J.   Ayers,    Boston;    Chas.    Rich, 

I  Buffalo;    John    R.    Mahan,    New    Haven;    S. 

I  Lefkowitz,  New  York. 

R.  Sneltzer,  Central  district  manager  with 
j  headquarters  in  Washington  and  branch  man- 
agers :  Ralph  Kinsler,  Cincinnati ;  T.  L. 
Mendelssohn,  Cleveland;  F.  E.  North,  De- 
troit ;  W.  G.  Mansell,  Philadelphia ;  Harry 
Seed,  Pittsburgh;  F.  W.  Beiersdorf,  Wash- 
ington. 

Rud  Lohrenz,  Midwest  district  manager  with 
headquarters    in     Chicago     and    branch    man- 
agers :   T.   R.   Gilliam,   Chicago ;    Fred   Green- 
berg,  Indianapolis;   R.  T.   Smith,  Milwaukee; 
.  C.  K.  Olson,  Minneapolis. 

James  Winn,  prairie  district  manager  with 
headquarters  in  Kansas  City  and  branch  man- 
agers: A.  W.  Anderson,  Des  Moines;  Homer 
Hisey,  Memphis;  W.  O.  Williamson,  Jr., 
Kansas  City ;  Sid  Rose,  Omaha ;  Hall  Walsh, 
St.  Louis. 

Fred  M.  Jack,  Southern  district  manager 
with  headquarters  in  Dallas  and  branch  man- 
agers: R.  L.  McCoy,  Atlanta;  John  A.  Bach- 
man,  Charlotte ;  Doak  Roberts,  Dallas ;  L. 
Conner,  New  Orleans;  J.  O.  Rohde,  Okla- 
homa  City. 

Henry  Herbel,  West  Coast  district  man- 
ager with  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles  and 
branch  managers :  E.  A.  Bell,  Denver ;  W.  E. 
Callaway,  Los  Angeles ;  V.  Stewart,  Port- 
land; Wm.  F.  Gordon,  Salt  Lake  City;  Al 
Shmitken,  San  Francisco;  Wm.  Shartin,  Seat- 
tle. 

W.  Cohen,  Canadian  district  manager  with 
headquarters  in  Toronto  and  branch  man- 
agers: Sam  Pearlman,  Calgary;  M.  J.  Isman, 
Montreal;  L.  McKenzie,  Saint  John;  Jos. 
Plottel,  Toronto;  I.  Coval,  Vancouver;  Lou 
Celler,  Winnipeg. 

Field  exploitation  men  who  will  attend, 
include :  Sam  Clark,  Chicago ;  Cameron  Shipp, 
Atlanta;  Dick  Hyland,  Dallas;  Monroe  Rub- 
inger,  Kansas  City;  Phil  Engel,  New  York; 
Martin  Weiser,  Los  Angeles. 


Dannenberg  Contends  GN 
Got  Worst  of  Educ.  Deal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

obligations  in  return  for  receiving 
the  major  part  of  the  latter  com- 
pany's assets.  Dannenberg  delved 
into  an  estimate  of  $1,068,922  as  the 
valuation  of  Educational's  trade- 
marks and  reissue  rights  assigned  to 
GN,  and  stated  that  assets  on  Educa- 
tional's books  were  set  up  at  the 
figure  of  $55,389. 

Buys  In  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati  —  Maurice  Chase  has 
taken  over  the  Crescent  theater, 
Winton  Place. 


•  •      •     IF  you  happened  to  be  on  the  UA  studio  set  t'other  night 

ior   the  feed-bag   fiesta   staged   thereupon  by   Sol   Lesser in 

honor  of  the  ladies  and  gents   of   the  Press and  the   members   of 

the    cast    of    "Our    Town" whose    launching    into    production    was 

a   prime   object   of   the   celebration you'd   have   gotten   more    than 

the  savory  New  England  Dinner  which  weighed  down  the  festive  boards 

Although  it  wasn't  on  the  menu along  with  the  celery  and 

olives,  cream  of  pea  soup,  boiled  beef,  corned  beef,  boiled  turkey 

cabbage,  boiled  potatoes,  pork  and  beans Boston  brown  bread,  tea 

biscuits,   pumpkin   pie    and    coffee there    was   a   Iotta    confidence 

served  up confidence  on  the  part  of  all  concerned  that  the  Pulitzer 

Prize- winning    play,    "Our    Town" was    gonna    go    to    town    as    a 

b.o.   "Big  Bertha" 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •     •     MISTER    Lesser    demonstrated    his    conviction    very 

definitely 'cause  it's  not  usual  for  celebrations  to  take  place 

prior  to  production But  it  appears  to  have  a  number  of  jus- 
tifications  such  as  Mister  Lesser  himself,  with  a  record  of  suc- 
cessful pix-making  over  a  span  of  25  years the  tremendous 

appeal   of  Thornton   Wilder-created  property the   fact   that 

Sam  Wood  is  directing William  C.  Menzies  as  production 

designer and  finally,  an  expert  cast  to  enact  the  yarn 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  SPEAKING  of  confidence we  had  a  splendid  manifes- 
tation of  it   along  local  Film  Row   this   past   week The  M-G-M 

basketball  team  was  slated  to  play  UA's  quintette So  positive  of 

victory  were  the  lion-hearted  sons  of  Leo that  this  department  got 

a  news  release  long  before  the  two  squads  treked  to  the  court  battle 
When  the  fray  was  over the  missing  fragments  were  sup- 
plied   Here's  the  news  release,  the  material  in  parentheses  forth- 
coming  AFTER   the   tussle: "The   Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   basketball 

team  defeated  the  (United  Artists)  today  by  a  score  of  (52)  to  (19)  at  the 
Jacob  Riis  gymnasium.    High  scorer  for  the  Metro  Quintet  was  (Horowitz) 

who  scored  (18)  points" Nothin'  Casper  Milquetoastish   about  that 

Metro  mob! 


Eleven  Nominations  for 

Academy  Shorts  Awards 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

RKO;  "Prophet  Without  Honor," 
M-G-M;  "Sword  Fishing,"  Warners. 

Two-reelers:  "Drunk  Driving,"  M- 
G-M;  "Five  Times  Five,"  RKO;  "Sons 
of  Liberty,"  Warners. 

Cartoons :  "Detouring  America," 
Warners;  "Peace  on  Earth,"  M-G-M; 
"The  Pointer"  and  "The  Ugly  Duck- 
ling," RKO-Disney. 

Awards  for  cinematography  will 
be  divided  into  black  and  white  and 
color  classes.  Nominations  for  the 
black  and  white  award  are:  "First 
Love,"  "The  Great  Victor  Herbert," 
"Gunga  Din,"  "Intermezz  o," 
"Juarez,"  "Lady  of  the  Tropics,"  "Of 
Mice  and  Men,"  "Only  Angels  Have 
Wings,"  "The  Rains  Came,"  "Stage- 
coach," and  "Wuthering  Heights." 

Nominations  for  the  color  cinema- 
tography award  are:  "Drums  Along 
the  Mohawk,"  "Four  Feathers," 
"Gone  With  the  Wind,"  "The  Mika- 
do," "The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth 
and  Essex,"  and  "The  Wizard  of  Oz." 


Judges  Hand  Down  Decrees 
In  Nebraska  Ascap  Action 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

13,  1937,  permanent  and  perpetual, 

(2)  restraining  the  state,  as  defen- 
dant, from  interfering  with  Ascap 
agents  in  duties  of  copyright  pro- 
tection, or  further  attempt  to  en- 
force   the    legislative   measure    and 

(3)  pay  the  complainant  proper 
costs. 

Judgment  was  made  after  consid- 
eration of  the  1938  Ascap  business 
in  Nebraska,  when  107  danceries, 
24  hotels-restaurants,  10  radio  sta- 
tions and  250  theaters  (film),  div- 
vied $68,759. 


Rowland  Brown  to  Produce 
"Young  Man  of  Manhattan" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

McCrae  and  Frances  Dee  will  be 
starred.  It's  a  one  picture  deal  but 
Brown  may  continue  to  produce  in 
New  York  after  its  completion.  Pro- 
duction starts  in  April. 


PROPOSED  N.Y.  TAX 
HIT  BY  LABOR  CHIEF 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ions,  the  tax  on  theater  admissions, 
I  believe  there  can  be  no  question 
that  if  this  10  per  cent  impost  on 
admissions  costing  more  than  51 
cents  were  to  go  into  effect,  it  would 
cause  thousands  of  moviegoers  each 
week  to  stay  home  and  scores  of 
film  houses  to  shut  down.  This,  of 
course,  would  mean  the  loss  of  em- 
ployment now  had  by  the  operators 
and  other  workers  in  these  the- 
aters." 

Murtha  was  referring  to  the 
clause  which  exempted  theater  ad- 
missions of  50  cents  or  below  but 
which  would  impose  a  levy  on  tickets 
in  excess  of  that  price  class. 


ITO  of  Ohio  to  Determine 
Most  Profitable  1939  Pix 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
really  know  the  final  profit  or  loss 
on  the  'lines'  they  handle  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  time  has  ar- 
rived for  all  theater  owners  to 
analyze  their  intake  and  outgo  to 
know  exactly  where  they  stand  with 
respect  to  their  product  buying." 

Instructions  and  tabulation  forms 
were  mailed  over  the  week-end  to 
the  ITO  members  in  Ohio.  Balloting 
is  entirely  anonymous.  Wood  an- 
nounced that  the  results  would  be 
made  public  as  soon  as  sufficient 
replies  were  received  to  give  an  ac- 
curate cross-section  of  the  situation. 


Avenue,  Chicago,  Sold 

Chicago — Terrace  Theater  Corp., 
with  offices  at  105  W.  Monroe  St., 
has  acquired  the  Avenue  theater  at 
3108  Indiana  Ave.  Harry  Nichols 
is  president,  George  Sikolus  vice- 
president  and  treasurer  and  E.  H. 
Allen,  secretary.  Name  of  the 
house  will  be  changed  to  the  Ter- 
race theater,  following  moderniza- 
tion. Contracts  were  signed  with 
Western  Electric  for  new  sound  and 
White  Way  Electric  for  a  new  front. 


Hyams  Heads  Metro  Club 

New  Haven  —  Thomas  Donald- 
son, honorary  president,  and  Milton 
Hyams,  president,  head  the  new  of- 
ficers' list  of  the  Metro  Pep  Club. 
Also  elected  were  Mollie  Smith, 
vice-president,  Ann  Caparossi  treas- 
urer, Alice  Lee,  secretary,  and 
George  Weber,  chairman  of  the  en- 
tertainment committee.  The  club 
plans  to  meet  the  first  Monday  of 
each  month. 


Senta  Acquires  N.  Y.  House 

Senta  Theater  Corp.,  recently 
formed,  has  acquired  the  Hastings 
Theater,  Hastings-on-Hudson,  N.  Y., 
from  Clarence  D.  Loewe.  Harry 
Kosch,  attorney,  represented  Senta 
while  George  Blake  represented 
Loewe  in  the  transaction. 


The  Mighty  Magnet  of 


Now  Adds  the  Magic  Names  o 


OS' 


Tuesday,  January  30,  1940 


DAILY; 


761 PIX  RELEASED 
IN  U.  S.  LAST  YEAR 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

during  1938,  leaving  a  net  decrease 
of  eight  features  for  the  year. 

English  language  pictures  avail- 
able totaled  520  for  1939,  compared 
with  499  in  1938. 

Foreign  made  pictures,  imported 
and  given  at  least  one  showing  in 
the  U.  S.  during  1939,  were  as  fol- 
lows: Germany,  85;  England,  44; 
France,  36;  Mexico,  21;  Italy,  16; 
Hungary,  15;  Russia,  13;  Sweden, 
10;  Poland,  7;  Argentina,  6;  Czecho- 
slovakia, 6;  Spain,  4;  China,  3;  Cuba, 
2;  Finland,  2;  Ireland,  2;  Denmark, 
Egypt,  Greece,  Holland,  Norway  and 
Switzerland,  one  each. 

Major  companies  released  17  of 
the  English  films  and  four  of  the 
French  with  the  balance  of  the  for- 
eign features  going  through  indies. 

Imports  from  Argentina,  Cuba, 
Mexico  and  Spain  totaled  32  Span- 
ish language  films. 

Foreign  language  pictures  pro- 
duced in  the  U.  S.  included  six  Yid- 
dish and  one  Ukrainian. 

Data  was  compiled  for  THE  FILM 
DAILY  YEAR  BOOK. 


REVIEWS  OF  Mill  flLfflS 


RKO  Radio-Walt  Disney 


Walt  Disney's 

'Pinocchio' 


(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 


88  Mins. 


ENCHANTING  ANIMATED  FEATURE  WILL  DELIGHT  ALL  AND  IS  A  SPLENDID 
TRIBUTE  TO  THE  SKILL  OF  DISNEY  AND  HIS  ORGANIZATION. 


"Pinocchio"  is  a  tribute  to  the  skill  and 
ingenuity  of  Walt  Disney  and  his  small 
army  of  adaptors,  animators,  and  lyric  and 
music  writers  who  made  the  characters  of 
a  famous  story  so  captivating  and  enchant- 
ing that  the  picture  is  certain  to  charm 
children  of  all  ages  from  6  to  60 — and  over. 
Jimminy  Crickett,  the  talking  crickett  (voiced 
by  Cliff  "Ukulele  Ike"  Edwards)  no  bigger 
than  a  split  second,  is  one  of  the  most  ap- 
pealing characters,  while  Pinocchio,  the 
puppet  who  comes  to  life  through  the  good 
auspices  of  the  Blue  Fairy,  will  delight 
every  one.  Geppeto  (voiced  by  Christen 
Robb)  a  kindly  old  wood  carver,  and  his 
pets  Figaro  the  Kitten  and  Cleo  the  Gold- 
fish, add  much  to  the  merriment.  Honest 
John  Foulfellow  (voiced  by  Walter  Catlett) 
and  his  dupe,  the  cat  Giggy,  represent  evil 
forces  allied  with  Stromboli,  cunning  cruel 
puppet  master,  and  the  coachman.  An- 
other interesting  character  is  tough  little 
Lampwick.  Disney  and  his  colleagues  have 
injected  many  clever  touches  in  the  pro- 
duction   which    is   in   Technicolor.      Laughs 
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PICTURE 


EDMUND  LOWE  •  ROSE  HOBART 

JAMES  STEPHENSON    •   WILLIAM  DEMAREST 
ANDREW  TOMBES    •   BEN   WELDEN 


come  thick  and  fast  during  the  picture's  88 
minutes.  "When  You  Wish  Upon  A  Star," 
"Little  Wooden  Head,"  "Give  A  Little 
Whistle,"  "Hi  Diddle  De  De,"  "I've  Got  No 
Strings,"  are  lilting  songs  and  were  written 
by  Leigh  Harline,  Paul  J.  Smith  and  Ned 
Washington.  Pinocchio  is  endowed  with  life 
by  the  Blue  Fairy  and  to  help  him  prove 
his  right  to  become  a  real  boy  she  makes 
Jimminy,  the  vagabond  crickett,  Pinocchio's 
conscience,  dubbing  him  "Lord  High  Keep- 
er of  Right  and  Wrong."  Pinocchio  marches 
off  to  school  but  is  accosted  by  the  fox 
who  convinces  him  he  should  become  an 
actor  in  the  Stromboli  Puppet  Show.  The 
Blue  Fairy  rescues  Pinocchio  from  Stromboli 
who  has  mistreated  him.  Again  the  fox 
tempts  Pinocchio,  inducing  him  to  go  to 
Pleasure  Island.  There  children  are  turned 
into  donkeys  and  Pinocchio  flees  when  he 
sees  his  own  donkey  ears  and  tail  growing. 
Through  Pinocchio's  ingenuity  he  and  Jim- 
miny rescue  Geppeto,  Figaro  and  Cleo,  who 
have  been  imprisoned  in  a  monster  whale's 
belly.  The  Blue  Fairy  rewards  Pinocchio 
by  making  him  a  real  boy. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Walt  Disney,  Based 
on  Collodi's  Immortal  Story;  Supervising  Di- 
rectors, Ben  Sharpsteen,  Hamilton  Luske; 
Sequence  Directors,  Bill  Roberts,  Norman 
Ferguson,  Jack  Kinney,  Wilfred  Jackson,  T. 
Hee;  Animation  Directors,  Fred  Moore,  Mil- 
ton Kahl,  Ward  Kimball,  Eric  Larson,  Frank- 
lin Thomas,  Vladimir  Tytla,  Arthur  Babbitt, 
Woolie  Reitherman;  Story  Adaptation,  Ted 
Sears,  Webb  Smith,  Joseph  Sabo,  Otto  Eng- 
ender, William  Cottrell,  Erdman  Penner, 
Aurelius  Battaglia;  Character  Designs,  Joe 
Grant,  Albert  Hurter,  Campbell  Grant,  John 
P.  Miller,  Martin  Provensen,  John  Wal- 
bridge;  Music  and  Lyrics,  Leigh  Harline, 
Ned  Washington,  Paul  J.  Smith;  Art  Di- 
rectors, Charles  Philippi,  High  Hennesy, 
Dick  Kelsey,  Terrell  Stapp,  John  Hubley, 
Kenneth  Anderson,  Kendall  O'Connor,  Thor 
Putnam,  McLaren  Stewart,  Al  Zinnen;  Back- 
grounds, Claude  Coats,  Ed  Starr,  Merle  Cox, 
Ray  Huffine;  Animation,  Jack  Campbell, 
Berny  Wolf,  Don  Lusk,  Norman  Tate,  Lynn 
Karp,  Oliver  M.  Johnston,  Don  Towsley, 
John  Lounsberry,  John  Bradbury,  Charles 
Nichols,  Art  Palmer,  Don  Tobin,  George 
Rowley,  Don  Patterson,  Les  Clark,  Hugh 
Fraser,  Joshua  Meador,  Robert  Martsch, 
John  McManus,  Preston  Blair,  Marvin  Wood- 
ward, John  Elliotte. 


Warner  Dates  for  GWTW 

New  Haven — Warner's  open  their 
"GWTW"  engagements  with  the 
Capitol,  New  Britain,  Feb.  3.  The 
house  has  been  dark  since  last 
March,  and  will  be  specially  opened 
for  the  occasion.  The  Garde,  New 
London  has  the  picture  Feb.  9,  and 
other  Warner  dates  for  the  Em- 
press, Danbury,  Broadway,  Norwich, 
and  Alhambra,  Torrington  will  soon 
be  announced.  The  first  indie  to 
play  the  picture  in  the  state  is  Sam 
Weiss,  at  the  Stamford  Theater, 
1  Stamford,  Feb.  9. 


25  PICTURES  OKAY 
FOR  SCHOOL  STUDY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tures  a  year  were  worthy  of  serious 
school  room  discussion.  During  1939, 
25  features  were  recommendedupnd 
were  the  subjects  of  Classroom  »„-  Jy 
Guides,  pamphlets  which  are  distrib- 
uted to  10,000  schools,  colleges  and 
libraries. 

In  1938,  20  pictures  were  recom- 
mended; in  1937,  15;  in  1936,  11,  and 
in  1935,  the  committee  recommended 
nine. 

Lewin  expects  that  the  committee 
will  be  able  to  approve  30  pictures 
during  1940,  or  one  weekly  during 
the  school  term. 


L.  J.  Carkey  Organizes  New 
Theater  Operating  Company 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — Articles  of 
incorporation  for  a  new  Theater- 
operating  concern,  to  be  known  as 
Carkey  Theaters,  Inc.,  with  offices 
in  Gloversville,  have  been  filed  with 
the  county  clerk  in  Johnstown.  The 
firm  is  capitalized  at  $20,000  and 
proposes  to  lease  and  operate  mo- 
tion picture  theaters. 

L.  J.  Carkey,  Gloversville,  is  pres- 
ident, with  directors  for  the  first 
year  listed  as  Joseph  F.  Perrone, 
Joseph  Perella  and  James  F.  Rossi, 
all  of  this  city. 

The  company's  first  acquisition  is 
the  Rivoli,  formerly  the  Lyric,  in 
Utica,  N.  Y.  The  closed  house  is 
being  thoroughly  renovated.  It  has 
been  leased  for  three  years  from 
the  owner,  Carmen  Scala,  Utica. 

Carkey  is  a  theater  operator  of 
long  experience,  his  last  position  be- 
ing with  RKO  in  Spokane,  Wash. 
He  was  with  Schine  Entreprises  as 
division  manager  for  eight  years, 
operating  theaters  in  the  Utica 
area.  Besides  the  Utica  location, 
two  others  are  to  be  leased  short- 
ly, Carkey  said,  adding  that  he  has 
in  mind  an  upstate  New  York  chain 
of  14  to  16  houses. 


Harry  Brandt  Defends  His 
"Box  Office  Poison"  Stand 


Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  de- 
fended his  "box  office  poison"  state- 
ment of  1938  in  a  telegram  to  Col- 
umnist Ed  Sullivan  who  recently 
commented  on  the  box-office  success 
of  certain  stars  whom  Brandt  men- 
tioned as  having  lost  their  appeal. 

Brandt  contended  that  the  first 
sign  of  a  fading  star  "is  reflected  at 
the  theater  and  as  a  matter  of  good 
box-office  policy  the  exhibitor  is  go- 
ing to  let  Hollywood  know  about  it." 
He  declared  that  his  1938  statement 
did  not  say  that  the  mentioned  stars 
"were  through"  and  that  they  could 
not  make  a  comeback.  Brandt  as- 
serted that  exhibitors  hoped  the 
players  had  climbed  back  into  the 
public's  affection,  "for  we  need  more 
money-making  stars." 


The  manager  of  the 

rivoli  theatre  writes 

•  about  the  grapes  of  wrath 


RIVOLI 
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Thank  You,  Film  Critics, 

For  Voting 

the  best  picture  of  the  year 


Sam  Wood 

Director 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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British  Films  Council  Approves  Retention  of  Quota 

COL.  SEEKS  TO  AVOID  MVTS  QUIZ  OfOFFICERS 

Neely  Proponents  Want  Unfair  Advantage- -Schaefer 


Abram  Myers  and  RKO  Presi- 
dent Debate  Neely  Bill  Fe- 
fore  SWG  in  Hollywood 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Members  of  the 
Screen  Writers  Guild  yesterday  were 
weighing  the  arguments  against  the 
Neely  Bill  as  advanced  by  George 
J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president,  and  Ab- 
ram F.  Myers,  Allied  president. 
Both  men  gave  their  interpretations 
of  the  bill  in  addresses  before  the 
SWG  Monday  night. 

Schaefer  asserted  that  Allied 
members  who  were  supporting  the 
Neely  Bill  wanted  an  unfair  buying 
advantage.  Myers  took  the  position 
that  there  would  have  been  no  need 
for    the    introduction    of   the    Neely 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

NSS  MAY  ME  OVER 
TRAILER-MADE,  INC. 


National  Screen  Service  is  re- 
ported to  be  negotiating  with  E. 
Schwartz,  head  of  Trailer-Made,  Inc., 
on  a  deal  whereby  NSS  will^  take 
over  the  latter  company.  It  is  re- 
ported that  Trailer-Made  franchise 
holders  have  been  advised  of  the  ne- 
gotiations. 

Schwartz  founded  Trailer-Made  in 
1938.  He  formerly  headed  Ad-Vance 
Trailer  Service  which  also  was 
bought  by  National  Screen. 


Mayor  and  Griffis  Confer 

On  Local  Pix  Production 


Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
conferred  recently  with  Mayor  La 
Guardia  and  Clendenin  Ryan,  Jr.,  on 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 

Hammons  Says  Write-downs 
Contributed  to  GN  Losses 


Continuation  of  examination  of 
Earle  W.  Hammons,  former  head  of 
Grand   National   Pictures,   Inc.,  was 

(.Continued  on  Page  7) 


IV.  Y.  Projectionists  Condemn  Neely  Bill 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — State  meeting  of  New  York  State  projectionists  association  yes- 
terday passed  a  unanimous  motion  condemning  passage  of  the  Neely  Bill  and  voted  to 
write   representatives    personally. 

Clenn  Humphreys,  Utica,  was  endorsed  to  succeed  himself  as  secretary  of  the 
Tenth   District   IATSE  at   the   next  election. 


RCA's  Inter-City  Tele  Development 
Looms  as  First  Competition  to  Pix 


Completion  of  television  to  mo- 
tion pictures  loomed  as  a  greater 
possibility  yesterday  when  RCA  an- 
nounced that  the  development  of  the 
radio  relay  method  of  transmitting 
television  signals  between  cities  had 
been  advanced  to  the  point  where  it 
was  technically  ready  for  the  first 
step  of  application  in  a  public  ser- 
vice. 

This  new  development  by  the  RCA 
Laboratories  makes  possible  the  es- 
tablishment   of   inter-city   television 


networks  similar  in  effect  to  the 
wire  networks  of  sound  broadcast- 
ing. It  is  feasible,  according  to 
RCA  engineers,  to  set  up  a  radio 
relay  system  for  television  linking 
New  York,  for  example,  with  Wash- 
ingtno,  D.  C,  and  with  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  other  intermediate  cities. 
Similar  radio  relay  networks  could 
be  established  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  the   engineers   say. 

Even     such     a     limited     network 

(Continued  on   Page  3) 


Hollywood  Stars  Add  Color 
To  F.D.R.'s  Birthday  Ball 


Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Stars  of  Hollywood 
added  glamour  to  the  President's 
birthday   ball   last   night. 

The  stars  in  attendance  here  were : 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Advertising  Accessories 

Start  Operations  Tomorrow 

Advertising  Accessories,  Inc.,  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  subsidiary,  to- 
morrow takes  over  the  special  ad- 
vertising accessories  of  RKO  and 
Paramount  in  32  key   cities.      Uni- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Film  Bank  Plan  Regarded  as  Unlikely 
Because  of  Brit.  Gov't's  Objections 


Ohio  ITO  Members  Advised 
Against  Daily  Tax  Report 

Columbus,  0. — Members  of  the 
ITO  are  being  urged  to  ignore  the 
request  of  the  Ohio  Department  of 
Taxation  for  a  daily  listing  of  re- 
ceipts in  connection  with  the  month- 
ly admission  tax  reports.  P.  J. 
Wood,    ITO    secretary,   has    notified 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


London  (By  Cable) — Films  Coun- 
cil approved  here  yesterday  com- 
mittee recommendations  for  reten- 
tion of  the  quota  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Government  film  bank,  via 
which  British  pictures  could  be 
financed. 

The  recommendations  are  now  to 
be  considered  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Coincident  with  the  Film  Coun- 
cil's   approval    of   the   recommenda- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


U.   S.    Moves   to   Strike   Out 

Col.'s  Interrogatories 

in  Equity  Suit 

Renewed  activity  developed  yes- 
terday in  the  Government's  New 
York  equity  action  against  the  ma- 
jors when  the  Columbia  group  of 
defendants  asked  Federal  Judge 
William  Bondy  to  vacate  the  notice 
of  examination  of  Harry  and  Jack 
Cohn  and  A.  Montague,  and  the 
Government  retaliated  by  filing  no- 
tice fo  motion  to  strike  out  Colum- 
bia's 59  interrogatories. 

Government's  application  will  be 
heard  on  Feb.  6  at  10:30  a.m.  by 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
who  is  slated  to  preside  at  the  trial. 

Some  12  objections  were  raised  by 
the  Government  as  an  excuse  for  not 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

KENTUCKYENACTS  TAX 

OF  20  GENTS  PER  SEAT 


Frankfort,  Ky.— The  State  Legis- 
lature passed  a  bill  reviving  an  occu- 
pational tax  on  theaters  and  certain 
other  forms  of  business  throughout 
the  state.  The  tax  calls  for  an  an- 
nual assessment  of  20  cents  a  seat  in 
every  theater  in  the  state.  Similar 
legislation  was  passed  two  years  ago, 
but  was  shelved  later  when  it  was 
found  that  the  expense  of  collecting 
the  tax  was  exceeding  the  tax  col- 
lected. 


Five  Springfield,  Mass., 
Theaters  to  Herman  Rifkin 


Springfield  Mass. — Five  theaters 
operated  by  the  Winchester  Amuse- 
ment Co.  have  been  sold  to  Herman 
Rifkin     former     Republic     franchise 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


RKO  Closes  Final  Circuit 
Deals  for  1939-40  Program 

Seventeen  circuits  embracing  239 
theaters  were  closed  by  RKO  in  its 
final  week  of  selling,  preparatory  to 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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'Shop  Around  Corner"  Goes 
Into  Second  Week  at  M.  H. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.— 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fred- 
man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
W.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphic Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY  —  Marco-Aurelio  Galindo, 
Av.  Coyoacan  No.  100B,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz,  Heraldo  Del 
Cinematografista,    Corrientes    1309. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  <2'/2%> 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   23'/2     23 14     23y2   +     V4 

Con.  Fm.   Ind 

Con.  Fm.  Ind.  pfd 

East.  Kodak   161^161       16iy4     

do  pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 125/8     12V4     12i/2      

Loew's,    Inc 35%     35 Vg     35%  +     14 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7%       7Vs       714     

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     9  9  9         

Pathe  Film   10%     10%     10% 

RKO     1% 

20th    Century-Fox     ..    12% 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 65 

Warner  Bros 3% 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK   BOND   MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101'/4  10114  101  %  —     % 
Loew's    deb.    3 %s46. 1023,4  102y4  102%  —     % 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   49         49        49       +     % 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47     

RKO    6s41     61         575/8     61       —  2 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85         85         85         

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone  Corp iy2       1%       1  14  —     % 

Technicolor    14%     143,4     143/4—     i/4 

Trans-Lux     1%       1%       1%     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100y2  104 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st   '47. 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 


"The  Shop  Around  the  Corner" 
goes  into  its  second  week  at  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  tomorrow,  follow- 
ing a  heavy  first  week's  business. 
The  M-G-M  picture's  first  week  gross 
was  said  to  have  been  only  slightly 
under  that  of  "JNinotchka." 

In  out-of-town  situations  picture 
is  reported  to  be  topping  normal 
business.  At  the  Poli,  Bridgeport, 
the  film  is  doing  62  per  cent  over 
normal;  Century,  Baltimore,  43; 
Chinese,  Los  Angeles,  38;  Palace, 
Albany,  36;  Poli,  Springfield,  36; 
State,  Rochester,  27;  State,  Syracuse, 
25;  Palace,  Indianapolis,  34;  Midland, 
K.  C,  25;  Loew's,  Wilmington,  23; 
Poli,  New  Haven,  24;  Poli,  Hartford, 
30;  State,  Los  Angeles,  27. 


Broadcast  Music's  Board 
Held  Set  to  Launch  Plans 


Board  of  directors  of  Broadcast 
Music  Corp.,  new  music  pool,  met 
yesterday  to  discuss  its  impending 
operations  plan  which  may,  it  is  re- 
liably reported,  be  declared  in  force 
by  the  middle  of  next  week,  coin- 
cident with  another  board  meeting 
set  for  that  time. 

Organization,  it  is  said,  feels  en- 
couraged by  progress  of  its  setup  to 
date,  which  calls  for  a  $1,500,000 
financing  goal,  approximatley  70  per 
cent  of  which  sum  is  asserted  to 
have  already  been  reached. 


Goldwyn  to  Re-Unite  Hall 
and  D.  Lamour  in  "Tahiti" 
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Samuel  Goldwyn  announced  yes- 
terdav  that  preparations  would  start 
shortlv  on  another  picture.  He  has 
signed  Arthur  Tuckerman  to  adapt 
Somerset  Maugham's  "Macintosh," 
which  will  be  made  under  the  title  of 
"Tahiti,"  and  will  re-unite  Jon  Hall 
and  Dorothy  Lamour.  Picture  may 
be  made  in  the  South  Seas.  This 
makes  three  pictures  which  Goldwyn 
has  in  various  stages  of  preparation. 


'Fighting  69th"  Heading 
For  Strand's  Record  Week 


After  setting  an  all-time  record 
at  the  Strand,  Broadwav,  on  Mon- 
day, Warners'  "The  Pi  eh  ting  69th" 
continued  to  nlay  to  SRO  throughout 
yesterdav.  Street  lines  were  in  evi- 
dence all  day.  Indications  are  that 
the  picture  will  break  all  existing 
records  for  the  week.  House  was  sold 
out  by  10:15  yesterday  morning. 


R  &  R  Meeting  Today 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — More  than  75 
officials  of  the  Robb  &  Rowley 
Theaters  will  meet  at  the  Albert 
Pike  Hotel  here  today  and  tomorrow 
with  managers  and  partners  from 
Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  tak- 
ing1 part  in  the  conference.  A  movie 
ball  will  be  held  at  which  Maureen 
O'Hara,  Arleen  Whelan,  Tim  Holt, 
and  Phyllis  Brooks  will  appear. 


To  Hold  Premiere  Tonight 
Of  "Little  Old  New  York" 


Miami — World  premiere  of  20th- 
Pox's  "Little  Old  New  York"  will  be 
held  tonight  at  the  Lincoln  Theater 
with  a  host  of  prominent  film  people 
attending.  Admission  prices  have 
been  advanced  for  tonight's  opening. 

Among  those  who  will  attend  will 
be:  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Major  Al- 
bert Warner,  Harry  Brandt,  William 
Brandt,  Norman  Moray,  A.  H.  Blank, 
N.  L.  Nathanson,  E.  J.  Sparks,  Frank 
Rogers,  George  Skouras,  George 
Weeks,  Ben  Sherman,  Leo  Spitz, 
Herman  Robbins,  Louis  Frisch,  M. 
B.  Shanberg,  Marty  Mullin,  Sam 
Pinansky,  Sidney  Meyer,  Mitchell 
Wolfson  and  Harry  Ross. 

Also  Harry  Richman,  Jack  Demp- 
sey,  Milton  Berle,  Sheila  Barrett, 
Kay  Kyser,  Tony  Martin,  Abe  Ly- 
man, George  Jessel,  Francis  Faye 
and  Joe  E.  Lewis. 


"Grapes  of  Wrath"  Breaks 
All-Time  Record  at  Rivoli 


"The  Grapes  of  Wrath"  drew  an 
attendance  of  85,714  patrons  during 
its  first  week  at  the  Rivoli,  Broad- 
way, thereby  setting  a  new  record 
for  the  house.  It  begins  its  second 
week  of  an  extended  engagement  to- 
day. The  opening  day's  attendance 
was  said  to  be  the  biggest  in  the 
22-year  history  of  the  2,000-seat  the- 
ater. 


'GWTW"  Bookings  Total 
249  Theaters  in  230  Cities 


Forty-two  additional  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  engagements  have  been 
announced  by  M-G-M.  This  brings 
the  total  bookings  thus  far  sched- 
uled to  249  in  230  cities. 

In  38  of  the  new  situations  the 
film  will  be  shown  twice  daily  on  a 
reserved  seat  basis. 


Grainger  to  Sales  Meet 

James  R.  Grainger,  Republic's 
president  and  general  manager  of 
distribution,  left  New  York  last 
night  by  plane  for  Pittsburgh,  Cleve- 
land and  Chicago  to  attend  sales 
meetings  in  each  of  these  key  cities. 

He  will  return  to  the  home  office 
Monday,  according  to  present  plans. 


To  Run  for  Lieut.-Gov. 

Gresham,  Neb.  —  W.  H.  "Bill" 
Diers,  Senator  from  here  to  Nebras- 
ka's unicameral  for  the  past  two 
sessions,  has  filed  for  Lieutenant 
Governor  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

He  runs  the  Gresham  Theater 
here. 
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cominG  add  Gome 


LOUIS  B.  MAYER  and  MRS.  MAYER  have  left 
New   York   for   a   Florida   visit. 

ARTHUR  LOEW,  Metro  foreign  manager,  left 
yesterday   for   New   Orleans   and    the   Coast. 

JAMES    R.    GRAINGER,    Republic    p-*.'  and 

general    sales    manager,    left    yesterday  hold 

sales     meetings     in     Pittsburgh,     Cleveland  and 
Chicago. 

HARRY  BRANDT  is  due  back  from  Florida 
Monday. 

MR.  and  MRS.  KEN  CLAYTON,  motion  pic- 
ture editor  and  film  critic,  respectively,  of  the 
Des  Moines  Register-Tribune,  were  visitors  at 
the  Warner  office  yesterday. 

CARL  ROGERS,  assistant  manager  of  Loew's 
Theater,  Harrisburg,  and  his  wife,  are  in  New 
York  for  a   short  stay. 

HERMAN  RIFKIN,  Boston  film  exec,  is  in 
Florida    for  a   two-week   stay. 

BILL  SIRICA,  of  the  Lido,  Waterbury,  Conn., 
leaves    next   week   for   Havana. 

FRED  WARNER,  of  Paramount's  New  Haven 
staff,  leaves  this  week  for  a  month's  stay  in 
Florida. 

MARY  HOWARD  arrives  here  today  from 
Washington.  She  recently  completed  a  role 
in    "Abe   Lincoln   in    Illinois"   for   RKO. 

LEON  SCHLESINGER  returns  to  Hollywood 
this  week  after  a  five-week  stay  here  on  busi- 
ness. 


Eyssell  To  Host  Stars 

Gus  Eyssell,  secretary  of  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  Corp.,  and  in  charge 
of  that  theater's  operations  during 
the  absence  of  Managing  Director 
W.  G.  Van  Schmus  in  California, 
will  act  as  host  at  a  cocktail  recep- 
tion for  the  press  and  invited  guests 
tomorrow  in  the  Music  Hall  Studio 
Apartment. 

Guests  of  honor  will  be  Miss 
Madeleine  Carroll  and  Brian  Aherne, 
stars  of  the  UA-Edward  Small  pro- 
duction,  "My   Son,  My  Son." 


Monogram  Title  Changed 

Monogram  has  changed  the  title 
of  its  forthcoming  horror  film  to 
"The  Human  Monster."  Starring 
Bela  Lugosi,  this  picture  formerly 
was  called  "The  Crime  of  Dr.  Or- 
loff." 


You'll  get  your  job 
when  you  want  it  .  . 
as  you  want  it.  Our 
facilities  make  service 
a   matter  of  routine. 
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TELE  RELAY  IS  SEEN 
AS  PIX  COMPETITION 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

could  make  television  programs  im- 
mediately available  to  approximate- 
ly 2^)00,000  persons,  or,  roughly, 
one>-=dah  of  the  nation's  population. 
Programs  could  originate  as  well  as 
be  received  at  any  city  which  is  part 
of  the  radio  relay  system. 


FCC  Group  to  Witness  Tele 
Demonstrations  This  Week 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — -The  FCC  announced 
yesterday  that  members  of  the  com- 
mission would  spend  Feb.  1-5  wit- 
nessing television  demonstrations  by 
various  firms  interested.  Itinerary 
includes  Albany,  Schenectady  and 
Poughkeepsie  on  Thursday;  New 
York  City  and  Passaic,  N.  J.,  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  and  Camden, 
'}  N.  J.,  and  Philadelphia  on  Monday. 


To  Set  Up  Joint  Committee 
To  Regulate  Tele  Players 

Actors'  Equity  Association  Coun- 
cil yesterday  agreed  to  the  setting 
up  of  a  joint  committee  to  administer 
the  television  field  for  a  period  of 
six  months  with  no  question  of  juris- 
diction to  be  involved,  thereby  tem- 
porarily declaring  a  truce  in  the 
struggle  among  the  4A  unions  for 
control  of  the  field  and  speeding  up 
ultimate  action  on  a  scale  of  wages 
and  working  conditions. 

Ken  Thomson  represented  SAG  at 
the  huddle,  and  George  Heller  and 
Mark  Smith  represented  AFRA.  It 
was  expected  that  the  boards  of  these 
unions  would  approve  the  plan  speed- 
ily, with  a  five  man  committee  to  be 
set  up.  Equity  and  Chorus  Equity 
will  each  have  one  representative, 
SAG  and  AFRA  will  each  have  one 
representative,  and  a  fifth  man  will 
be  selected  by  these  representatives. 


"Friday"  Tops  "Smith" 

Philadelphia  —  Columbia's  "His 
Girl  Friday"  got  away  at  the  Stan- 
ley to  better  biz  than  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington." 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

JANUARY  31 

Eddie  Cantor 
Tallulah  Bankhead 
Marcia  Manners 
Joyce  Murray 
Adele  Watson 
Marcella  Daly 
James    Boyle 
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•  •      •     FROM  Buenos  Aires  comes  a  flash  announcing  results  of  the 

recent  poll conducted  by   the  film  trade   publication,  Heraldo  Del 

Cinematografista.  to  determine  the  best  pix  of  1939 released  in  that 

land Three    awards    were    made respectively    to    an    English 

language,   Spanish   language,   and   French   language   feature as 

selected  by  26  Argentine  critics 10  of  whom  are  on  newspapers, 

eight  on  magazines,  and  eight  reviewing  pix  via  radio. ....  .It  appears 

that    the    boys    and    girls    held    Mister    Samuel    Goldwyn's    "Wuthering 

Heights"  in  great  esteem for  they  voted  it  the  top  spot  'mong  the 

English  languagers "Prisoners  of  the  Earth"  was  ballotted  the  best 

Spanish-tongue    attraction while    "End    of    the    Day"    grabbed    the 

laurels  in  the  French  division 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  #  THAT  Argentinians  relish  rich  cinema  concoctions 
is  demonstrated  by  the  English-language  pix  on  the  list  of  run— 
ners-up These  were, — "You  Can't  Take  It  With  You,"  "Pyg- 
malion," "Stagecoach,"  "Boys  Town,"  "The  Citadel,"  and  "Good- 
bye,   Mr.    Chips" 'Tis   interesting    to   note    that   all   of   the 

English-language  pix  from  winner  through  the  honor  roll 

were  FILM  DAILY  Ten  Best  either  in  the  1938  or  1939  poll 

with  the  sole  exception  of  "Stagecoach" which  missed  land- 
ing in  the  Ten  Best  of  1939  by  a  margin  of  only  13  votes 

At  that,  it  headed-up  the  honor  roll If  it  seems  strange  that 

some  pix  which  were  released  in  the  U.  S.  in  1938  appear  in  the 

1939  Heraldo  Del  Cinematografista  probe it's  simply  because 

neither  Nature's  seasons  nor  releasing  seasons  down  Argentina- 
way  coincide  with  our  own 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •      "ACTION"  is  the  word  for  Norman  (Silent  Films)  Kerry 

who  has  been  servin'   with   the   Anglo-American   Ambulance    Corps   in 

France Since  there  wasn't  much  of  anyone  needing  an  ambulance 

on  this  side  of  the  Maginot  Line  since  "hostilities"   started the 

bored  Mister  Kerry  ups  and  joins  the  French  Foreign  Legion which 

may  prove  to  be  a  short-cut  back  to  filums  for  Norman.  .  .  •  That's 
a  right  pert  blotter  Mecca  Film  Labs  sent  through  the  trade  t'other  day 

It's  in  the  form  of  an  auto  license  plate the  numbers  thereon 

bein'  Mecca's  business  phone 

T  ▼  T 

•  •     •     THE  Budd  (Alliance  Films  Corp.)  Rogers  family  was 

reported  yesterday  to  be  "resting  comfortably" after  a  week 

of  activity  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  the  Clan  Rogers 

A  week  ago  today,  the  Rogerses'  son,  Richard,  graduated  from 

junior  high Friday,  last,  was  the  youth's  birthday and 

Saturday  was  the  20th  Wedding  anniversary  of  Budd  and  Mrs. 
Rogers 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     UNCLE  Sam's  P.O.  Dept.  is  bein'  bombarded   with  letters 

asking  in  indignant  tones why  Thomas  A.  Edison,  father  of  filmland 

via  the  Kinetoscope is  not  among  the  American  inventors  portrayed 

on  the  new  series  of  postage  stamps honoring  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse, 

Eli  Whitney,  Cyrus  M.  McCormick,  Elias  Howe  and  Alexander  Graham 

Bell The  screwy  part  of  it  all  is  that  the  m.p.  industry  which  Edison 

is  very  much  responsible  for  having  hatched has  turned  out  either 

features  or  shorts  dealing  with  all  the  gents  whom  the  P.  O.  Dept.  is 

about   to   honor So,   come   on.   Mister   Farley,    give    our   daddy    a 

break! (There  was  an  Edison  stamp  in   1929,  but  it  displayed  no 

portrait  of  the  great  inventor. — only  his  first  electric  light  bulb) 


SGHAEFER  AND  MYERS 
DEBATE  NEELY  BILL 
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Bill  if  the  larger  companies  had 
given  more  consideration  to  the  in- 
dependent exhibitors. 

Said  Schaefer:  "The  bill  prohibits 
us  from  selling  our  product  to  the 
best  of  our  ability  and  I  believe 
takes  away  our  constitutional  rights 
and  ham-strings  American  system 
of  free  enterprise.  The  proposed 
measure  attacks  the  fundamental 
basic  plan  of  selling  and  buying  de- 
veloped under  a  competitive  system 
over  a  period  of  years.  In  recent 
years,  distributors  have  granted  ex- 
hibitors a  10  per  cent  cancellation 
clause.  Let  proponents  submit  evi- 
dence that  the  exhibitors  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  cancellation  privilege 
and  cancelled  pictures  of  question- 
able moral  content." 

Schaefer  said  the  proposed  act 
was  not  only  unintelligent  but  un- 
American,  declaring  that  "it  ham- 
pers free  enterprise  and  gives  ad- 
vantage to  the  buyer  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  producer  and  seller." 

Myers  contended  that  investiga- 
tions have  disclosed  that  compulsory 
block-booking  was  not  enforced 
against  the  2,500  affiliated  theaters, 
asserting  that  affiliated  houses  were 
privileged  to  buy  selectively  from 
all  distributors.  He  stressed  the  al- 
leged monopoly  prevailing  in  the 
business  today  and  predicted  a  de- 
centralization of  theater  districts. 

The  big  downtown  theaters  are 
losing  their  influence,  Myers  said, 
declaring  that  in  a  few  years  the 
"sacred  first-run  revenue  that  ma- 
jor companies  have  been  trying  so 
desperately  to  protect  will  no  longer 
be  worth  the  effort." 

Myers  denied  there  was  any  im- 
plication of  censorship  in  the  Neely 
Bill,  nor  any  government  price  fix- 
ing clauses. 


Butterfield  to  Build 

Traverse  City,  Mich. — Butterfield 
will  build  a  new  house  here  instead 
of  remodeling  the  Lyric. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Atlanta,  Ga. — The  marriage  of 
Tom  Grady,  traveling  auditor  for 
Warner  Brothers,  and  Mina  Manas- 
sa,  who  operates  the  Ritz  Theater 
at  Stark,  Florida,  has  been  an- 
nounced here. 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Elizabeth  Cline, 
daughter  of  Director  Edward  F. 
Cline  and  Mrs.  Cline,  will  be  mar- 
ried to  James  Bain  tomorrow  at  Las 
Vegas,  Nevada.  Following  their 
marriage  they  will  go  to  Chicago 
where  they  will  reside. 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Maris  Wrixon,  screen 
actress,  and  Rudolf  Fehr,  film  edi- 
tor, were  married  here  on  Sunday. 
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COL.  SEEKS  TO  AVOID 
GOV'T  EXAMINATION 
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answering    these     interrogatories. 

Judge  Bondy  reserved  decision  on 
Columbia's  motion  after  questioning 
the  advisability  of  requiring  Harry 
Cohn  to  travel  to  New  York  from 
Hollywood  in  order  to  testify.  Louis 
D.  Frohlich,  of  the  law  firm  of 
Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  counsel  for 
Columbia,  pointed  out  that  Harry 
Cohn  was  a  California  resident  and 
that  his  presence  was  necessary  on 
the  Coast  to  act  as  production  ad- 
ministrator. It  would  be  unfair,  he 
said,  to  require  his  appearance  here 
when  the  examination  could  be  con- 
ducted on  the  Coast. 

Frohlich  argued  that  it  would  be 
a  bad  precedent  if  the  court  directed 
his  appearance  here,  and  would  give 
the  D  of  J  the  advantage  of  forcing 
other  high  motion  picture  officials 
to  journey  all  the  way  across  the 
continent. 

Special  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Robert  L.  Wright  denied  that 
this  was  the  Government's  inten- 
tion and  contended  that  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  court  required  examina- 
tions in  New  York. 

Columbia  opposed  the  examina- 
tions of  Jack  Cohn  and  A.  Montague 
on  the  ground  that  the  Government 
has  failed  to  serve  answers  to  Co- 
lumbia's interrogatories.  Frohlich 
asked  that  the  examinations  be  post- 
poned until  the  Government  had 
complied  with  this  request.  Wright 
stated  that  the  Government  had 
reached  an  agreement  with  all  other 
defendants  on  interrogatories,  and 
that  Columbia  alone  had  refused  to 
co-operate.  He  argued  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  entitled,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  to  examination. 

Frohlich  told  Judge  Bondy  that 
examinations  were  unnecessary  be- 
cause Government  interrogatories, 
when  answered,  would  supply  the 
necessary  information.  He  also  as- 
serted that  Jack  Cohn  and  A.  Mon- 
tague were  out  of  New  York  and 
could  not  appear  on  Feb.  5,  as  re- 
quired by  the  Government. 

The  Government's  12  objections 
were  as  follows:  (1)  That  the  inter- 
rogatories asked  disclosure  of  im- 
material and  irrelevant  matters;  (2) 
that  they  call  for  evidence  obtained 
after  defendants'  interrogatories 
were  filed;  (3)  that  they  request 
hearsay  evidence  on  matters  which 
the  Government  had  no  first-hand 
information;  (4)  that  they  call  for 
classification  of  evidence  not  within 
the  issues  of  the  pleading;  (5)  that 
they  seek  expressions  of  opinion  and 
statements  of  Government  claims, 
rather  than  facts;  (6)  that  they  re- 
quire the  furnishing  of  names  of 
probable  witnesses  in  arbitrary  clas- 
sifications; (7)  that  they  seek  to 
limit  Government  evidence;  (8)  that 
they  will  not  aid  the  defendants  ma- 
terially in  their  defense;  (9)  that 
they  would  be  an  unreasonable  bur- 
den in  answering;  (10)  that  they  are 


Cincinnati  Bingo  Players  Paid  $1,924,681 

Last  Year;  $1,458,959  Profit  to  Sponsors 

Cincinnati — Statistics  have  established  Bingo  as  a  major  form  of  recreation  in  Cin- 
cinnati, according  to  report  of  Chief  of  Police  Weatherly.  Theater  attendance  in  the 
past  year,  was  four  times  greater  than  Bingo  attendance;  But  Bingo  receipts  were  half 
as  great  as  theater  receipts.  Attendance  at  Bingo  totaled  2,431,861  at  2,229  parties, 
at  which  $1,924,681.19  was  paid  by  patrons,  and  $465,721.59  returned  in  prizes.  Leav- 
ing a  net  profit  to  sponsors  of  Bingo  of  $1,458,959.50.  In  greater  Cincinnati, 
churches  and  the  American  Legion  only  are  permitted  to  use  of  Bingo,  which  is  not 
licensed. 


Hollywood  Stars  Add  Color 
To  F.D.R.'s  Birthday  Ball 
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Gene  Autry,  Tyrone  Power,  Brenda 
Joyce,  Walter  O'Keefe,  Pat  O'Brien, 
Jim  Cagney,  Ed  Robinson,  Mary 
Howard,  Edward  Everett  Horton, 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Red  Skelton, 
Mickey  Rooney,  Elsa  Lanchester, 
Bill  Boyd,  Olivia  De  Havilland,  Ona 
Munson,  Kay  Kyser,  and  Gloria  Jean. 

The  stars  had  lunch  at  the  White 
House  yesterday  noon  after  a  recep- 
tion at  District  Commissioner  Haz- 
en's  office. 

Washington  youths  seemed  to  tear 
down  every  barrier  to  rush  Mickey 
Rooney  and  Gene  Autry  for  auto- 
graphs. 

Kay  Kyser  and  his  band  played 
at  the  Mayflower  Hotel  last  night 
where  Mrs.  Roosevelt  again  wel- 
comed the  visiting  stars  and  cut 
the  birthday  cake  after  the  Presi- 
dent's radio  broadcast. 


Para.  Completes  Bowling 
Tie-up;  New  Cartoon  Ready 

Paramount  has  completed  an  ex- 
ploitation tie-up  with  Brunswick- 
Balke-Collender  Co.  on  its  current 
short  subject  release,  "Bowling 
Skill,"  to  enable  exhibitors  to  cash 
in  on  the  present  popularity  of  the 
sport. 

It  was  also  announced  yesterday  by 
Paramount  that  the  first  of  the  new 
Max  Fleischer  Stone  Age  series 
would  be  released  Feb.  9.  Title  is 
"Way  Back  When  a  Triangle  Had 
its  Points." 


Adornos  Ask  Jury  Trial 

Middletown,  Conn.— Judge  Edwin 
S.  Dickenson  has  under  advisement 
the  claim  for  jury  trial  of  defen- 
dants Salvatore,  Maria  and  Joseph 
Adorno,  in  the  suits  of  Middlesex 
Theater,  Inc.  and  S  &  S  Corp. 
against  them,  asking  a  total  of 
$269,000   damages. 

"Swiss"  at  Music  Hall 

The  world  premiere  of  "Swiss 
Family  Robinson"  will  be  the  next 
attraction  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall. 


too  numerous,  burdensome  and  op- 
pressive; (11)  that  they  would  place 
an  undue  burden  on  the  Court  and 
waste  its  time;  and,  (12)  that  they 
are  improper  in  form,  too  broad  in 
scope,  and  contrary  to  the  Federal 
rules. 

A  stipulation  was  filed  yesterday 
by  the  Government  extending  its 
time  to  Feb.  2  to  object  to  interro- 
gatories of  all  defendants  except 
United  Artists  and  Columbia. 


Five  Springfield,  Mass., 

Theaters  to  Herman  Rifkin 
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holder  in  Boston  and  his  son  Julian. 
The  houses  are  the  Phillips,  Liberty, 
Jefferson,  Strand  and  Garden.  Louis 
Cohn  was  president  and  Harry  Cohen 
was  treasurer  of  the  Winchester 
Company. 

The  Rifkins  operate  the  Suffolk 
and  Majestic  Theaters  in  Holyoke 
and  the  Academy  of  Music  in  Nort- 
hampton. 


Advertising  Accessories 
Start  Operations  Tomorrow 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
versal  comes  in  under  the  plan  on 
Feb.  15. 

It  was  said  yesterday  very  few  of 
the  personnel  of  the  involved  com- 
panies were  affected  and  that  a  ma- 
jority were  absorbed  by  the  new  or- 
ganization. 


Robarge,  Pioneer  Exhibitor 
And  Film  Man,  Dies  in  Wis. 

Milwaukee  —  A.  L.  Robarge,  61, 
pioneer  Wisconsin  exhibitor  and 
former  operator  of  Cosmotheater, 
Merrill,  is  dead  at  Tomahawk,  Wis. 
Robarge  at  one  time  operated  the- 
aters in  ten  Wisconsin  cities  and  also 
film  exchanges  in  Minneapolis  and 
Milwaukee.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  two  children. 


Aviation   Documentary 

Premiere  of  a  new  aviation  film 
entitled  "Conquest  Of  The  Air"  was 
held  Friday  night  at  a  dinner  given 
by  the  Institute  of  Aeronautical 
Sciences  at  the  Biltmore.  Picture 
was  produced  by  Pathe  News  for 
Films,  Inc.,  distributors.  Documen- 
tary of  aviation's  progress  will  be 
distributed  principally  in  schools, 
colleges  and  CCC  camps  in  16  mm. 

Ed  Smith  Joins  WMT 

Holyoke,  Mass.  —  Edward  Smith 
has  been  named  managing  director 
of  the  Paramount  Theater  in  Spring- 
field, to  succeed  William  T.  Powell, 
who  has  been  appointed  city  man- 
ager here  of  Western  Massachusetts 
Theaters,  Inc.  theaters. 


"Louise"  Opens  Friday 

The  screen  opera  "Louise,"  star- 
ring Grace  Moore  will  have  its 
American  premiere  at  the  Little 
Carnegie  Playhouse  on  Friday,  the 
fortieth  anniversary  of  the  first  per- 
formance of  the  opera  in  Paris. 


RETENTION  OF  QUOTA 
FAVORED  BY  COUNCIL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tions,  well-informed  sources  along 
local  Film  Row  expressed  the  con- 
viction that  the  setting-up  of  ^."llm 
bank  is  very  unlikely  to  mate*,  -lize 
because  of  the  known  reticence  in 
Government  circles  to  such  a  plan. 

In  substantiation  of  this  opinion, 
it  is  cited  that  in  any  event  allo- 
cation of  finances  will  be  first  to 
propaganda  films,  but  that  to  date 
even  these,  in  salient  instances,  have 
been  freighted  for  British  produc- 
ers  by   "overseas   capital." 

Authoritative  channels  also  point 
out  in  connection  with  U.  S.-Brit- 
ish  film  relations  that  the  Govern- 
ment here  is  not  concerned  with  the 
problem  as  to  how  the  American  dis- 
tributors will  make  percentage  di- 
vision among  themselves  of  the  ap- 
proximately $17,500,000  permitted 
them  to  transfer  out  of  Britain. 

Nobody  knows,  it  is  added,  what 
the  individual  "takes"  by  U.  S.  dis- 
tributors in  the  British  market  have 
been,  as  these  figures  have  been  held 
between  the  distributing  companies 
as  confidential.  Consequently,  the 
increments  they  collectively  decide 
upon  for  division  under  the  present 
exchange  transfer  regulations  can 
only  be  a  subject  of  conjecture. 

Retention  of  the  quota  on  the 
present  basis,  or  with  some  mutually 
advantageous  modifications,  is  held 
a  strong  possibility. 


Mayor  and  Griffis  Confer 

On  Local  Pix  Production 
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film  production  in  New  York,   City 
Hall  sources  revealed  yesterday. 

It  was  reliably  stated  that  Griffis 
took  up  the  possibility  of  Para- 
mount's  co-operation  with  the 
Mayor's  plan,  and  that  the  use  of 
Paramount's  Eastern  Service  Stu- 
dios in  Long  Island  City  was  seri- 
ously discussed. 


"Husbands"  Campaign  Goes 
To  Russell  Birdwell  Org. 

Russell  Birdwell  &  Associates  has 
been  signed  by  Columbia  and  Wes- 
ley Ruggles  to  handle  special  pub- 
licity and  exploitation  for  Somerset 
Maugham's  "Too  Many  Husbands," 
which  will  be  released  this  Spring 
as  one  of  Columbia's  top  pictures  for 
the  year.  Picture  stars  Jean  Arthur, 
Melvyn  Douglas  and  Fred  MacMur- 
ray. 


RKO  Corp.  Files  In  N.  Y. 

Albany  —  RKO  Corp.,  chartered 
under  Delaware  laws  with  stated 
capital  of  130,000  shares  preferred 
stock  $100  par  value  and  8,000,000 
shares  of  common  stock  $1  par  value 
has  filed  a  certificate  of  statement 
and  designation  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  enable  it  to 
do  business  in  New  York  State. 


The  Author  of 
"The  Citadel" 


I 


£s 
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The  man  who  gave  the  world  its  first  inside 
drama  of  the  medical  profession  now  turns 
his  pen  of  fire  on  the  world  of  the  nurse  .  .  . 
of  those  cloistered  women  who  know  men 
too  well,  yet  must  somehow  find  love  in  the 
midst  of  terror,  toil  and  disillusionment!  .  .  . 
As  it  appeared  serially  in  Good  Housekeep- 
ing Magazine,  here  is  the  tremendously 
absorbing  story  of  two  sisters,  one  of  whom 
pays  for  the  other's  fatal  mistake!  .  .  .  TER- 
RIFICALLY STIRRING- AND  PLAYED 
BY  THE  YEAR'S  BIG  CAST! 


CAROLE 


BRIAN 


ANNE 


Vigil  intheTVight 


From  the  New  Best- Seller  by  A.  J.  CRONIN 

with  JULIEN  MITCHELL-  ROBERT  COOTE  •  BRENDA  FORBES  •  PETER  CUSHING 
Produced  and  Directed  by  the  man  who  made  'Gunga  Din'  G  EORG E  STE V EN S 
PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  In  Charge  of  Production     •      RKO  RADIO   PICTURE 

Screen    Ploy   by   Fred   Guiol  .  .  .   P.   J.   Wolfson  ...  Rowland   Leigh 
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FINAL  CIRCUIT  DEALS 
CLOSED  BY  RKO-RADIO 
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the  Ned  Depinet  drive  for  billings. 
These     deals     practically    wind    up 
RK  ^/coverage  of  major  circuits  for 
the  ~Iy39-40  program. 

The  new  deals  include  the  Wehren- 
berg  circuit,  St.  Louis;  Black  Hills 
Amusement  Co.,  Denver;  Goldberg 
Circuit,  Omaha;  Delft  Theaters, 
Michigan;  Danze  Circuit,  Seattle; 
Blumenfeld  Circuit,  San  Francisco; 
Marchesi  Bros.,  Illinois;  Affiliated 
Circuit,  Philadelphia;  John  Harris, 
Western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio; 
Moe  Horwitz,  Cleveland;  Allen's  Cir- 
cuit, Ontario;  Interstate,  New  Eng- 
land; Lichtman  Circuit,  Washington; 
White-Libson,  Cincinnati;  E.  M. 
Loew,  New  England;  Pitts  Circuit, 
Washington,  and  Schulte  Circuit,  De- 
troit. 


Narragansett  Track  Drops 
Passes;  Exhibs.  Jubilant 

Providence — Rhode  Island  theater 
men  received  with  pleasure  the  an- 
nouncement by  James  E.  Dooley, 
president  of  Narragansett  race 
track,  that  daily  and  season  passes 
will  be  abolished  at  the  track  this 
year  and  a  50-cent  grandstand  and 
$1  club  house  admission  scale  estab- 
lished. In  former  years  passes  were 
as  common  around  the  track  gates 
as  flys  around  the  stables,  though 
passholders  had  to  pay  a  service 
charge. 


Doyle  Forms  New  Corp. 

Albany— Capital  stock  of  $10,000 
has  been  authorized  in  charter  pa- 
pers issued  Doyle  Pictures  Corp., 
Rochester,  with  Edward  J.  Doyle, 
Brighton,  William  B.  Leonard,  Roch- 
ester and  Raymond  W.  Staub,  Brigh- 
ton  as  incorporators. 


Arkansas  to  Tighten  Dp  on  Fire  Prevention 

Laws;  Seven  Theaters  Destroyed  in  10  Days 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — The  recent  destruction  by  tire  of  seven  film  theaters  in  this 
state  within  a  period  of  10  days  brought  a  statement  from  State  Fire  Marshal  Guy  E. 
Williams  that  strict  adherence  to  the  rules  governing  fire  prevention  in  theaters  will  be 
required.  All  theaters,  he  stated,  are  being  inspected  and  new  houses  will  not  be  allowed 
to  operate  until  they  have  been  approved. 


Ohio  ITO  Members  Advised      RKO  Screens  "Abe  Lincoln" 
Against  Daily  Tax  Report         For  Exhibs.;  1,500  Attend 


Wilkinson  Succeeds  Father 

New  Haven  —  George  H.  Wilker- 
son,  Jr.  has  been  elected  treasurer 
of  Connecticut  MPTO,  succeeding 
his  father,  George  H.  Wilkerson,  re- 
cently deceased.  The  new  officer 
operates  the  Wilkinson,  Wallingford. 


Stores  as  Box  Offices 

Hartford — Loew's  have  taken  va- 
cant stores  in  the  center  of  the  city 
here  and  in  Springfield  for  the 
GWTW  reserved  seat  sale  since  the- 
ater space  was  inadequate  for  a 
special  booth. 
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the  department  that  ITO  members 
have  been  instructed  not  to  comply 
with  the  request,  which  was  made 
in  the  admission  tax  forms. 

In  advising  the  members,  Wood 
wrote  that  the  department  did  not 
have  the  right  to  demand  this  in- 
formation in  a  form  "that  is  bur- 
densome to  the  taxpayer  and  which 
is  readily  obtainable  through  an 
audit  of  the  taxpayer's  books. 


200  at  Testimonial  Dinner 
Pay  Homage  to  Kellenberg 

Pittsburgh — More  than  200  exhib- 
itors, film  men,  members  of  the  local 
Variety  Club  and  American  Legion 
attended  the  testimonial  dinner  giv- 
en in  honor  of  C.  C.  Kellenberg, 
sales  manager  for  the  local  20th 
Century-Fox  branch,  in  the  Urban 
Room  of  the  William  Penn  Hotel  here 
Monday  evening,  in  celebration  of 
his  twenty  years  association  with 
that  company. 

C.  J.  Latta,  chief  barker  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Variety  Club  and  assistant 
to  Harry  M.  Kalmine,  zone  manager 
for  Warner  theaters  in  this  terri- 
tory, was  toastmaster,  and  Edward 
J.  Sterling,  state  commander  of  the 
American  Legion,  was  master  of 
ceremonies.  Ira  H.  Cohn,  branch 
manager  for  20th  Century-Fox  in 
this  city,  presented  Kellenberg  with 
a  monetary  gift  in  behalf  of  those 
who  attended  the  banquet. 


Trane  Co.  Installation 

In  New  U  of  W  Theater 


Chicago — The  Trane  Co.  has  sup- 
plied the  heating  and  air  condition- 
ing equipment  for  the  new  1,300-seat 
Memorial  Union  Theater  at  Madison 
for  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Two 
4,000  CFM  Trane  suspended  type 
commercial  air  conditioners  were  in- 
stalled. Corbett  &  MacMurray  were 
the  architects,  with  Charles  Moore 
in  charge  of  the  construction.  C.  A. 
Hooper  &  Co.  were  in  charge  of  the 
ventilating  and  air  conditioning  in- 
stallation. 


Fort  Worth,  Texas — A  daughter 
was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowell 
T.  Bodiford  in  Harris  Memorial  Hos- 
pital in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  on  Jan. 
24.  Father  is  manager  of  the  Park- 
way Theater  in  Fort  Worth. 


Books  "Birth  of  Movies" 

The  Comerford  Circuit  has  booked 
the  Alliance  Films  short,  "Birth  of 
the  Movies"  through  the  Alliance 
franchise  holder,  International  Dis- 
tributing Company  in  Philadelphia. 


Peckham  With  Excellent 

Detroit — Ralph  Peckham,  former 
branch  manager  for  Grand  National 
here  and  at  Buffalo,  is  joining  the 
staff  of  Excellent  Pictures  as  city 
salesman. 


RKO  yesterday  held  a  preview  of 
"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  for  New 
York  exhibitors  at  the  Hollywood 
Theater.  Approximately  1,500  per- 
sons attended.  Among  those  present 
were: 

Bob  Wolff,  RKO  Radio's  New  York 
branch  manager;  Max  Gordon,  co- 
producer  of  the  film;  Charles  Bryant, 
general  manager  of  the  Walter 
Reade  Circuit;  Walter  Reade,  Jr., 
am  and  Harold  Rinzler,  Randforce 
Circuit;  Arthur  Mayer  and  George 
Hoffman  of  the  Rialto  Theater; 
Charles  Steiner,  De  Luxe  Circuit; 
Laurence  Bolognino  and  Al  Suchman, 
Consolidated  Circuit;  Abe  Leff, 
Bronx  Theaters;  Morris  Jacks,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Leo  Justin,  Walter  Reade 
Circuit;  J.  Thompson  and  Harold 
Klein,  Cocalis  Circuit;  Al  Lewis  and 
Fred  Schwartz,  Century  Circuit; 
David  Weinstock  and  Emanuel  Hert- 
zig,  Raybond  Theaters. 

Oscar  Larger,  Charles  Moses  and 
Herman  Pett,  Moses  Circuit;  Mayors 
McMahon  and  Doerch  of  Montclair 
and  Caldwell,  New  Jersey;  Otto 
Rettig,  Ormont  Theater  Company; 
Mr.  Smith,  St.  Cloud  Circuit;  A.Hoch- 
berg,  Associated  Theater  Owners  of 
New  Jersey;  Dave  Snaper,  Jr.,  Snap- 
er  Circuit;  Maurice  Spewak,  Cart- 
eret Circuit;  H.  B.  Stern,  Stern  Cir- 
cuit, Bob  Mapletoft,  Moe  Kridel  and 
family,  Kridel  Circuit;  Doc  Emmott, 
Newbury  Circuit. 


Kodachrome  Arc  Projection 
Improved  by  New  Carbon 

A  new  type  of  carbon,  said  to  pro- 
duce illumination  much  higher  in 
red  ray  content  than  heretofore 
available  in  arc  lamp  projection,  is 
announced  by  Bell  &  Howell  Co.  and 
is  said  to  be  of  major  importance  in 
the  projection  of  16mm.  Kodachrome 
film. 

All  Kodachrome  film  is  especially 
corrected  for  projection  with  incan- 
descent light,  which  is  high  in  red 
content,  and  when  this  film  is 
screened  with  arc  lamp  illumination, 
which  is  deficient  in  red,  there  is  a 
slight  coldness  of  color.  With  the 
introduction  of  the  new  type  carbon, 
this  deficiency  has  been  overcome, 
says  Bell  &  Howell,  and  the  colors 
in  Kodachrome  will  screen  in  their 
true  warmth  and  tonal  values.  Pro- 
jection of  black  and  white  film  re- 
mains unchanged. 


MOUNT  LEE  TELECASTS 
TO  START  BY  SUMMER 


Ark.  Theater  Burns 

Clarendon,  Ark. — The  Paramount 
Theater  has  been  destroyed  by  fire 
which  started  from  an  overheated 
stove.  J.  W.  Crabtree,  theater  own- 
er, said  losses  totaled  about  $2,000. 


Telecasts  will  start  in  about  six 
months  from  the  new  Don  Lee  tele- 
vision site,  atop  Mt.  Lee,  Los  An- 
geles, Harry  R.  Lubcke,  director  of 
television  of  the  Don  Lee  Broadcast- 
ing System,  declared  here  yesterday. 
Reliable  signal  range  of  from  80  to 
100  miles  is  anticipated  when  the 
present  power  of  one  kilowatt  is 
doubled,  as  the  Mt.  Lee  site  is  one 
and  half  times  higher  than  the  Em- 
pire State  Building,  the  present 
highest  tele  site. 

Present  program  schedules  of  ten 
and  a  half  hours  of  live  and  film  en- 
tertainment weekly  will  be  augment- 
ed by  W6XAO,  when  the  new  quart- 
ers are  completed.  Lubcke  also  re- 
vealed that,  contrary  to  the  general 
impression  that  no  major  picture 
companies  will  co-operate  to  the  ex- 
tent of  giving  or  renting  films  for 
television  use,  two  major  companies 
have  made  repeated  offers  to  the 
West  Coast  experimenters  to  use 
their  pictures.  While  current  issues 
will  not  be  made  available,  the  Don 
Lee  station  may  have  access  to  old- 
er pictures. 

In  discussing  television  program 
structures,  Lubcke  emphasized  that 
"Contrasts  in  program  content"  are 
vital.  He  declared  that  Thomas  Lee, 
head  of  the  Don  Lee  network,  puts 
great  stress  on  this  factor  in  at- 
tempting to  build  larger  television 
audiences.  Lubcke  said  that  he  con- 
sidered program  "content"  more  im- 
portant than  the  mere  form  used, 
such  as  pictures,  variety,  plays  or 
outdoor  pick-ups.  About  half  the 
entertainment  televised  by  W6XAO 
is  film,  while  the  remaining  half  is 
live. 


Hammons  Says  Write-downs 
Contributed  to  GN  Losses 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

conducted  yesterday  before  Referee 
Peter  B.  Olney,  Jr. 

Hammons  stated  that  he  had  ob- 
tained no  salary  from  GN  since  De- 
cember, 1938.  It  was  revealed  that 
GN  lost  $616,111  in  its  first  39  weeks 
of  operations.  Hammons  claimed 
that  a  substantial  part  of  this  loss 
was  due  to  writing  down  films'  valu- 
ation. 

Transactions  between  GN,  Skibo 
Productions  and  Arcadia  Pictures 
were  touched  upon.  Saul  E.  Rogers, 
attorney  for  Hammons,  asked  the 
return  from  the  Trustee  of  the  rec- 
ords of  Educational  Pictures.  Ex- 
amination of  Hammons  will  con- 
tinue on  Friday.  Officials  of  the  Na- 
tional City  Bank  will  be  examined 
today  on  a  loan  of  $25,000  received 
by  GN  from  that  bank  several 
months  ago. 


Champion  Fan? 

Pueblo,  Colo. — Nation's  fan  champion- 
ship is  claimed  by  Miss  Irene  Scroggs, 
of  this  city,  who  since  1915  has  seen 
approximately  4,000  films.  That's  an 
average  of  160  yearly. 

Any    challengers? 


3i{< 


DAILY 


Wednesday,  January  31,  1940 


-V  :<  REVIEWS  Of  THE  REUI  FILfllS   -V  .V 


"Sidewalks  of  London" 

with    Charles    Laughton    and    Vivien    Leigh 

Paramount-Mayflower  84   Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

VERY  ENTERTAINING  STORY  OF 
LONDON'S  CURBSTONE  ENTERTAINERS 
WITH  FINE  PERFORMANCES  BY  LAUGH- 
TON   AND  LEIGH. 

This  is  a  very  entertaining  picture  deal- 
ing with  buskers,  London's  famous  curb- 
stone entertainers  and  highlighted  by  out- 
standing performances  by  Charles  Laugh- 
ton  and  Vivien  Leigh.  Turning  from  his 
usual  cruel  and  terrifying  roles,  Laughton 
plays  a  busker,  who  sings,  recites  and 
dances.  He  befriends  Vivien,  who  is  a 
little  hoyden,  determined  to  get  to  the  top 
in  musical  comedy.  Tim  Whelan  has  done 
a  splendid  job  of  directing,  injecting  many 
warm,  human  touches.  Producer  Erich 
Pommer  deserves  many  bows,  while  Clem- 
ence  Dane  contributed  a  pleasing  screen- 
play. Arthur  Johnson,  an  American  song- 
writer, wrote  lilting  music  and  Eddie  Pola 
the  lyrics.  Jules  Kruger's  photography  is 
very  praiseworthy.  Rex  Harrison,  Larry 
Adler,  the  harmonica  player,  and  Tyrone 
Guthrie  and  Gus  McNaughton,  authentic 
buskers,  do  good  work.  The  production 
number,  "Straw  Hats  In  The  Rain,"  is 
expertly  handled.  Vivien  joins  Laughton's 
little  troupe  of  buskers,  who  entertain  the 
l.nes  of  people  waiting  to  enter  theaters 
and  who  pass  the  hat  for  help.  He  recog- 
nizes her  ability,  encourages  her  upward 
climb  and  she  pushes  on  relentlessly,  hurt- 
ing others  as  she  gains  success  and  honors 
for  herself.  Rex  Harrison,  top  musical 
comedy  writer,  also  does  much  to  help  her. 
When  she  reaches  the  top  as  the  reigning 
London  musical  comedy  star,  Laughton, 
who  has  remained  a  busker,  takes  to  heavy 
drinking.  Vivien  searches  for  him  and 
tries  to   encourage  him. 

CAST:  Charles  Laughton,  Vivien  Leigh, 
Rex  Harrison,  Larry  Adler,  Tyrone  Guthrie, 
Gus  McNaughton,  Bart  Cormack,  Edward 
Lexy,  Marie  O'Neil,  Basil  Gill,  Claire  Greets, 
David  Burns,  Cyril  Smith,  Ronald  Ward, 
Romilly  Lunge,  Helen  Haye,  Phyllis  Stan- 
ley, Jerry  Verno,  Polly  Ward,  Alt  Goddard, 
Carroll  Gibbons  and  his  Ork  and  the  Luna 
Boys  and  other  London   street  entertainers. 

CREDITS:  Erich  Pommer;  Director  Tim 
Whelan;  From  the  story  "St  Martin's  Lane" 
by  Clemence  Dane;  Screenplay,  same; 
Cameraman,  Jules  Kruger;  Editors,  Hugh 
Stewart  and  Robert  Hamer;  Musical  Di- 
rector, Muir  Mathieson;  Music,  Arthur 
Johnson;  Lyrics,  Eddie  Pola;  Dance  Direc- 
tor,   Philip    Buchel. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,   Good. 


Joins  Ann  Watkins,  Inc. 

Dorothy  Allen,  wife  of  Lewis  Al- 
len of  the  Gilbert  Miller  office,  is 
now  associated  with  Ann  Watkins, 
Inc.  Latter  has  just  sold  Thelma 
Strabel's  new  story,  "Reap  the  Wild 
Wind,"  to  Paramount. 


'Green  Hell' 


with    Douglas    Fairbanks    Jr.,   Joan    Bennett 
Universal  87  Mins. 

ADVENTURE  STORY  WITH  STRONG 
CAST    IS   ENTERTAINING  SCREENFARE. 

Audiences  generally  should  like  this  new 
Universal  release.  In  the  first  place  it  is 
a  good  adventure  story;  secondly,  the  pic- 
ture has  been  afforded  a  strong  and  able 
cast  with  plenty  of  marquee  power;  and 
finally,  the  story  has  plenty  of  action, 
drama  and  romance.  Head  hunting  Indians, 
hidden  treasure  in  ancient  temples,  jungle 
fever,  tropical  storms  and  plenty  of  other 
hokum  with  just  as  much  audience  interest 
has  been  neatly  woven  into  the  script. 
Fairbanks  is  good  in  his  role,  and  Miss 
Bennett  is  an  attractive  addition  to  the 
picture.  The  supporting  cast  is  excellent, 
including  Alan  Hale,  George  Sanders, 
George  Bancroft,  Vincent  Price,  Gene  Gar- 
rick  and  John  Howard,  who  is  one  of  the 
best  bets  seen  on  the  screen  in  some  time. 
Harry  Edington  gets  credit  as  the  producer 
and  James  Whale  handled  the  directorial 
reins.  Picture  readily  lends  itself  to  ex- 
ploitation and  exhibitors  should  get  good 
results  at  the  box-office.  Fairbanks  and 
the  members  of  the  expedition  leave  a 
Brazilian  town  for  jungle  fastnesses  where 
they  are  seeking  an  ancient  Inca  city. 
Success  crowns  their  efforts,  but  after  the 
temple  is  discovered  Price  is  killed  by  hos- 
tile Indians.  The  expedition's  Indians 
return  from  a  trip  to  the  outer  world  with 
additional  provisions  and  Miss  Bennett, 
wife  of  the  dead  man.  Dissension  rises 
among  the  men,  the  natives  desert  and 
head  hunters  attack  them.  However, 
after  Garrick  and  Sanders  have  died,  part 
jf  their  native  retinue  return  with  help 
to  drive  off  the  head  hunters  and  save 
the    day. 

CAST:  Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr.,  Joan  Ben- 
nett, Alan  Hale,  John  Howard,  George 
Bancroft,  Vincent  Price,  George  Sanders, 
Gene  Garrick,  Francis  McDonald,  Ray  Mala, 
Peter    Bronte. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Edington;  Di- 
rector, James  Whale;  Original  Screenplay, 
Frances  Marion;  Cameraman,  Karl  Freund; 
Editor,  Ted  Kent. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


New  Louisville  Negro  House 

Louisville — The  Palace,  new  Ne- 
gro theater  being  erected  here  by 
the  Williston  interests  of  Indianapo- 
lis, will  cost  $80,000,  equipment  in- 
cluded.    It  will  open  in  the  Spring. 

Building   In   London,  Ky. 

London,  Ky. — O.  J.  Minnix  and  A. 
H.  McClure  are  building  a  new  the- 
ater here  just  two  doors  from  their 
other  one,  the   Southland. 

Franchise  to  H.  J.  Peskay 

Alliance  Films  has  closed  a  fran- 


Peskay 
Corp. 


of    Majestic     Distributing 


"I  Take  This  Woman" 

with    Spencer   Tracy,   Hedy    Lamarr 
M-G-M  97  Mins. 

MARQUEE  POWER  OF  TRACY  AND 
LAMARR  WILL  PUT  THIS  ONE  OVER 
STRONG. 

Although  the  story  is  not  strong,  the 
pulling  power  in  the  names  of  Spencer 
Tracy  and  Hedy  Lamarr  should  bring  the 
customers  to  the  box-office.  The  stars 
rise  above  their  material,  while  Verree 
Teasdale,  in  a  breezy  role,  does  much  to 
enliven  the  proceedings.  Mona  Barrie, 
Laraine  Day,  Paul  Cavanagh,  Louis  Calhern 
and  Frances  Drake  are  among  others  who 
do  good  work.  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  handled 
the  direction,  while  James  Kevin  McGuin- 
ness  furnished  the  screenplay,  based  on  a 
story  by  Charles  MacArthur.  Tracy,  who 
is  a  clinic  doctor  in  New  York's  tenement 
district,  spends  his  vacations  hunting  mi- 
crobes in  far  off  countries.  He  is  in  Yuca- 
tan when  Hedy  tries  suicide  over  a  love 
affair  and  he  prevents  her  from  ending  her 
life.  They  return  to  New  York  and  he 
interests  her  in  his  work.  They  marry,  but 
she  still  retains  an  interest  in  Kent  Tay- 
lor, whom  she  fears.  To  finally  settle 
the  matter  she  goes  to  his  apartment  for 
a  complete  breakoff  and  discovers  he  no 
longer  holds  any  interest  for  her.  She 
tells  Tracy  of  the  visit  and  although  he  has 
advised  her  to  face  Taylor,  he  becomes 
enraged  and  leaves  her.  It  remains  for 
Verree  Teasdale  to  bring  them  together 
for  a  happy  ending.  Hedy  has  been  beau- 
tifully photographed,  with  Harold  Rosson 
at   the   camera. 

CAST:  Verree  Teasdale,  Kent  Taylor, 
Laraine  Day,  Mona  Barrie,  Jack  Garson, 
Paul  Cavanagh,  Louis  Calhern,  Frances 
Drake,  Marjorie  Main,  George  E.  Stone, 
Willie  Best,  Don  Castle,  Dalies  Frantz, 
Reed   Hadley. 

CREDITS:  Director,  W.  S.  Van  Dyke,  II; 
Author,  Charles  MacArthur;  Screenplay, 
James  Kevin  McGuinness;  Cameraman,  Har- 
old Rosson;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbons; 
Associate,  Paul  Groesse;  Editor,  George 
Boemler;  Musical  Score,  Bronislau  Kaper 
and   Arthur  Guttman. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Newsreel  for  Negro  Houses 

Chicago — Initial  release  of  Pio- 
neer National  News  Reel,  designed 
for  Negro  theaters,  will  be  pre- 
viewed at  WB's  Metropolitan  the- 
ater here  tomorrow.  Producing  com- 
pany is  headed  by  Dwight  L.  Jones. 

To  Play  "Tobacco  Road" 

Harrisburg,  Pa.— The  State  The- 
ater will  deviate  from  its  picture 
policy  for  one  day  in  March  to  pre- 
sent   "Tobacco    Road." 


Larsens  Form  Wabash  Co. 

Wabash,  Ind. — Larsen  Bros,  have 


chise  deal  for  California  with  H.  J.    organized'the  Larsen  Picture  Corp. 


here.       They   formerly    operated    in 
New  York  and  Miami, 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Navajoland" 
RKO  Pathe  News 


~^7 

10  mins. 


Excellent   Short   Subject 

The  Indian  tribes  of  this  country 
are  among  the  most  interesting 
races  in  the  world,  and  the  Navajo 
nation  and  its  rambling  16,000,000 
acre  reservation  in  the  southwest  is 
presented  in  this  reel  in  highly  in- 
teresting fashion.  Not  only  the  na- 
tion's history  and  traditions  are 
presented,  but  the  problems  facing 
the  once  great  race  today.  Reel 
skillfully  depicts  the  whys  and 
wherefores  of  these  problems,  prin- 
cipal among  them  being  aridity. 
The  short  intelligently  shows  how 
these  problems  can  be  and  are  be- 
ing overcome  by  the  government. 
Reel  should  do  much  to  arouse  in- 
terest around  the  country  in  some- 
thing that  is  definitely  the  problem 
of  the  citizens  as  much  as  the  gov- 
ernment. Louis  Rousseau  directed, 
with  Frederic  Ullman  Jr.  the  pro- 
ducer, and  Frank  Donovan  the  su- 
pervisor. 


"Unusual  Occupations" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Interesting   Subject  Material 

"Unusual  Occupations"  continues 
to  hold  its  place  among  the  top- 
notch  short  series  with  this  release. 
The  subject  material  chosen  is  ex- 
tremely interesting  and  well  pre- 
sented. Reel  presents  an  ark  build- 
er who  is  anticipating  the  end  of 
the  world;  an  interesting  sequence 
showing  what  can  be  done  with 
painted  straws;  a  man  who  ap- 
praises and  sells  fresh  water  pearls 
from  the  Mississippi;  a  woman  who 
makes  a  living  out  of  raising 
gourds;  and  a  thrilling  aerial  se- 
quence done  by  Hollywood's  number 
one   stunt  pilot. 


"Stranger  Than  Fiction" 

Universal  9  mins. 

Excellent  Short 

Latest  in  this  series,  it  is  one  of 
the  best,  its  subject  matter  unusual- 
ly interesting.  Reel  opens  with  a 
sequence  that  shows  how  model  ships 
are  put  in  bottles,  and  it  is  a  fascin- 
ating process.  Next  we  meet  Can- 
ada's leading  horologist,  collector  of 
watches  to  you,  and  the  collection 
of  ancient  and  modern  timepieces  is 
highly  interesting.  Painting  on  spid- 
er webs  also  presents  something  new 
in  the  way  of  novelties.  Reel  winds 
up  with  an  invention  that  cuts  swamp 
grass  underwater,  and  a  bull  dog 
that  helps  out  in  a  garage  in  a  most 
efficient  manner.  Reel  has  great  in- 
terest for  very  type  of  audience. 
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THEATER  EQUIPMENT 
OUTLOOK  'VERY  GOOD' 


The  outlook  for  theater  equipment 
sales  during  1940  is  "very  good," 
according  to  Homer  B.  Snook,  RCA 
Photophone  reproducer  sales  man- 
ager, who  has  just  returned  from  a 
lengthy  business  trip  into  the  deep 
South  and  Middlewest. 

"My  talks  with  exhibitors,  chain 
operators  and  others  on  the  'firing 
line'  in  the  motion  picture  industry 
lead  me  to  anticipate  a  volume  of 
equipment  business  substantially 
ahead  of  1939,  which  was  a  good 
year  as  far  as  RCA  Photophone  is 
concerned,"  Snook  said.  "The  bright- 
er outlook  is  the  result  of  increasing 
box  office  receipts  and  an  overall 
improvement  of  business  conditions 
throughout  the  country." 

Looking  back  over  1939,  Snook  said 
that  the  new  series  of  High  Fidelity 
RCA  Photophone  equipments  intro- 
duced early  in  the  year  met  with  an 
enthusiastic  reception  from  both 
chain    and    independent    exhibitors. 

"The  new  Photophone  equipments 
are  being  sold  on  the  basis  of  built- 
in  quality  of  workmanship,  and  prov- 
en performance  capabilities,"  he  said. 
"Reports  from  the  hundreds  of  the- 
aters where  the  new  equipments  are 
operating  enable  us  to  add  the  claim 
of  reliability  to  the  others.  The  year 
was  one  of  progress  in  many  fields." 


Sonneman  to  Build  Two 

Houses  In  Fayetteville 


Fayetteville,  Ark. — W.  F.  Sonne- 
man, owner  of  three  theaters  here, 
has  announced  that  a  new  Royal  The- 
ater to  replace  the  one  which  burned, 
will  be  built  immediately.  Construc- 
tion also  will  begin  soon  on  a  new 
theater  on  Dickson  St.,  near  the  uni- 
versity campus.  The  two  theaters 
now  operating  here  are  the  Ozark 
and  Palace. 


Butterfield  Remodeling 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  — A  $15,000 
remodeling  job  is  under  way  at  the 
Butterfield  Majestic  Theater  here. 
Roger  Allen  is  the  architect.  Con- 
tract is  held  by  the  Osterink  Con- 
struction Co. 


New  House  in  Acworth 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Construction  is  un- 
der way  on  a  new  theater  at  Ac- 
worth.  According  to  V.  S.  Golden, 
owner  and  operator,  the  seating  ca- 
pacity will  be  500  and  work  will  be 
completed  by  Jan.  1. 


nCUJS  Of  TH€  DfiV 


Fayeteville,  Ark. — A  fire  which  did 
total  of  $75,000  damages  in  the  main 
business  section  here  completely  de- 
stroyed the  Royal  Theater  along 
with  other  buildings. 


ager  of  the  Strand  here.  He  suc- 
ceeds John  A.  McLeod,  Jr.,  recently 
transferred  to  the  Ritz,  McGehee. 


Bridgeport  ■ —  Samuel  Hadelman, 
who  operates  the  Capitol,  has  taken 
title  to  the  499-seat  Colonial  The- 
ater, acquired  from  Lou  Anger. 
Anger  operates  the  Barnum,  Bridge- 
port, Astor,  East  Hartford,  and  Al- 
cazar, Naugatuck,  and  has  a  new 
site  for  a  theater  in  Bridgeport. 


Huntington,  Ind. — The  Huntington 
Theater  Corp.  is  planning  to  spend 
$75,000  on  improvements  to  their 
Huntington,  Jefferson  and  Tivoli  The- 
aters. 


San  Jose,  Calif. — Lawrence  Borg 
and  Joseph  Lima,  operators  of  San 
Jose  Amusement  Company's  three 
theaters,  announce  plans  for  con- 
struction of  a  new  1,000-seater  here. 


Denver — J.  J.  Goodstein  has  re- 
opened the  old  Bideawee  Theater  as 
the  Lincoln  after  spending  $10,000 
on  modernization  and  remodeling. 


Pittsburgh — Leon  Reichblum,  who 
at  present  operates  the  Castle  The- 
ater, Castle  Shannon,  Pa.,  the  State 
Theater,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  and  the 
Menlo  Theater,  Charleroi,  Pa.,  has 
just  awarded  a  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  750-seat  theater  in 
Charleroi,  on  which  work  is  to  be- 
gin not  later  than  Feb.  1. 


San  Francisco  —  Bill  Crosby  has 
been  appointed  manager  of  the  El 
Rey  Theater,  Golden  State  Theater 
Circuit  house. 


Cleveland — Lee  Chapman,  for  the 
past  four  years  affiliated  with  the 
local  Monogram  exchange  in  a  sales 
capacity,  has  resigned  to  become  a 
member  of  the  sales  organization  of 
the  Cleveland  office  of  Big  Feature 
Rights,  Exchanges,  Inc. 


Cleveland  —  The  Savoy  Theater, 
closed  since  last  spring,  was  sold  last 
week  to  Sam  Fine,  former  owner  of 
the  Mt.  Pleasant  Theater  which  he 
recently  sold  to  Charles  Gottlob  and 
Ben  Fain. 


Double  Credit 

Casey  Robinson  is  the  only  writer  in 
12  years  to  achieve  the  distinction  of 
sole  screenplay  credit  on  two  of  the 
"10  Best"  pictures  of  any  one  year. 
His  "Dark  Victory"  and  "The  Old  Maid" 
screenplays  give  him  this  honor.  In 
the  "10  Best"  pictures  of  1927,  Benjamin 
Glazer  contributed  the  screenplays  to 
"Seventh  Heaven"  and  "Flesh  and  the 
Devil." 


Pine  Bluff,  Ark. — Ralph   Lehman, 
Little  Rock,  has  been  named  man- 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Alvin  Hendricks, 
formerly  with  the  Nebraska  The- 
aters, Inc.  as  assistant  manager  to 
Howard  Federer,  the  g.m.,  has  re- 
turned to  the  outfit  in  the  same 
capacity  after  laying  off  since  last 
July. 


Cleveland  —  Charles  Gottlob  who 
has  operated  the  Main  Theater  since 
early  in  1939,  has  relinquished  the 
house  in  favor  of  Bernard  Garfinkle. 


Cincinnati  —  Queen  City  Variety 
has  inaugurated  a  $10,000  drive  for 
their  charity  fund.  J.  J.  Grady  heads 
fifteen  team  captains  for  the  affair 
which  will  wind  up  with  a  Victory 
dance  and  distribution  of  handsome 
prizes. 

Hillsborough,  N.  H. — O.  Stone  has 
resigned  as  manager  of  the  Capitol 
Theater  here  because  of  ill  health. 
He  has  been  succeeded  by  Raymond 
Bruce. 

Dallas — The  Joy  theater  has  Doyle 
Davenport  as  its  new  resident  man- 
ager, to  replace  L.  L.  Etchison, 
transferred  to  San  Antonio  to  take 
over  the  newly  completed  Joy  the- 
ater there.  Davenport  comes  from 
the  Warner  theater  in  Oklahoma 
City. 


Cleveland — Norman  Wheaton,  for 
seven  years  with  the  local  Warner 
theater  department,  has  resigned  as 
assistant  manager  at  the  Hippo- 
drome. His  succsesor  is  Don  Reilly, 
manager  of  Warners'  Plaza  in  San- 
dusky prior  to  sale  of  the  theater 
to  the  Seitz  interests. 
Crone. 


Maiden,  Mass. — Beano  privileges 
would  come  high  under  the  plan  of 
Mayor  William  A.  Hastings,  who  an- 
nounces that  he  is  willing  to  license 
Beano  games  for  six  organizations — 
at  $15  per  day.  The  $25,000  per 
year  netted  by  this  plan  would  be 
used  for  welfare  work,  Mayor  Has- 
tings said. 


Hartley,  la. — The  Hartley  theater 
has  been  sold  by  C.  E.  Werden  to 
Harry  Pace,  of  Pocahontas. 


Court  Reserves  Decision 

on  Goldwyn  Suit  Dismissal 


United  Artists  has  asked  Fed- 
eral Judge  William  Bondy  to 
dismiss  the  suit  of  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn against  UA  for  $54,559  which 
Goldwyn  claims  is  due  him  under 
contractual  clauses  as  a  bonus  for 
additional  revenue  on  pictures.  Af- 
ter argument  on  the  legal  question 
of  whether  the  complaint  states  a 
cause  of  action,  Judge  Bondy  re- 
served decision. 


Philip  Sherman  Appointed 
Warner  Montreal  Manager 

Philip  Sherman,  former  salesman 
for  Warner  Bros.'  Toronto  exchange, 
has  been  promoted  to  branch  man- 
ager of  the  company's  Montreal 
branch  office,  Roy  Haines,  Eastern 
and  Canadian  sales  manager  an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Sherman  replaces  M.  J.  Isman, 
resigned.  The  change  is  effective 
immediately. 


COMMERCE  DEPT.  MAY 
RECALL  MAJOR  EXECS. 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  With  the  belief 
growing  on  Capitol  Hill  that  the 
Depai'tment  of  Commerce  vj^  as- 
sume a  permanent  role  as  mWiator 
in  anti-trust  cases,  the  Department 
announced  at  the  week-end  that  the 
report  on  the  film  industry,  in  prep- 
aration for  several  months,  would  be 
held  up,  pending  further  confer- 
ences  with   industry   spokesmen. 

While  no  date  has  been  definitely 
set  for  the  resumption  of  the  con- 
ferences, it  is  expected  that  the  in- 
vitations to  industry  leaders  will  go 
out  early  in  the  new  year.  In  all 
probability,  presidents  of  the  majors 
will  be  among  those  to  be  recalled, 
it  was  learned. 

(The  industry-D  of  C  conference 
were  inaugurated  on  June  6  when 
Will  H.  Hays,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
H.  M.  Warner,  George  J.  Schaefer 
and  others  met  Departmental  chiefs 
headed  by  Secretary  Harry  Hop- 
kins). 

The  Department  will  be  repre- 
sented again  by  Dr.  Willard  Thorp, 
E.  A.  Tupper,  statistician,  and  Nate 
Golden,  chief  of  the  Department's 
motion  picture  division,  with  Sec- 
retary Harry  Hopkins  due  to  sit  in 
finally. 

The  effect  of  the  conferences  and 
subsequent  report,  which  will  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice,  upon  pending  in- 
dustry anti-trust  cases  instituted  by 
the  Government  is  highly  proble- 
matical, of  course.  Yet  marked  im- 
portance is  attached  here  to  the 
Department  of  Commerce's  experi- 
ment with  an  intermediary  role. 

If  the  D  of  J  accepts  the  Com- 
merce Department's  recommenda- 
tions in  the  potash  anti-trust  case 
and  a  settlement  results,  it  is  the 
Commerce  Department's  view  that 
a  wholly  new  field  with  "tremen- 
dous possibilities"  has  been  opened. 
That  envisions,  among  other  things, 
permanency  for  the  "go  between" 
role,  and  the  possibility  of  a  consent 
decree  in  film  cases  through  the 
Department's    good   offices. 

It  is  emphasized  here,  however, 
that  the  Commerce  Department  can 
only  present  its  recommendations; 
there  is  no  compunction  upon  the 
D  of  J  to  accept  them,  and  that  is  a 
sizeable  fly  in  the  mediatory  oint- 
ment. 


Apple  Pie  Giveaways 

Milwaukee — Attempts  to  date  to  end 
giveaways  have  proven  futile  and  the 
handouts  range  from  carving  sets  to 
apple  pies.  The  Mirth  Theater,  local 
nabe  house,  promoted  100  of  the  latter 
from  a  local  pie  bakery  in  connection 
with  glass-bake  giveaways.  Giveaways 
for  kids  offer  a  similar  variation  with 
such  handouts  including  rulers,  ice  cream 
and  packages  of  shredded  wheat,  the  lat- 
ter promoted  by  the  Bay  Theater  in 
Creen   Bay  from   a   nabe  fruit  market. 
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Moral  Issue  Eliminated  in  Neely  Campaign,  Says  Cole 

EDUCATIONAL  PIGTURESJNC.,  FILES  AS  BANKRUPT 

Iowa-Neb.  Unit  Urges  Percentage  "Ceiling"  of  35  P.  G 


AITO    Serving   20    Per    Cent 

Cancellation    Privilege 

Demand  on  Distribs. 

Des  Moines — Thirty-five  per  cent 
"ceiling"  on  all  percentage  deals  is 
advanced  by  the  Allied  Independent 
Theater  Owners  of  Iowa-Nebraska, 
Inc.,  although  the  exhib.  unit  is  op- 
posed to  percentage  deals  in  prin- 
ciple. 

In  the  wake  of  the  unit's  an- 
nual convention,  held  at  Marshall- 
ville,  distribs.  are  confronted  with 
an  "unconditional"  demand  for  a 
cancellation  privilege  of  "at  least" 
20  per  cent. 

By  a  series  of  resolutions  adopted, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Wis.-mighTpagt  ends 
truck  license  "war" 


Milwaukee,  Wis. — Exchanges  and 
film  delivery  firms  serving  Michigan 
exhibitors  hailed  an  agreement  end- 
ing the  interstate  license  warfare 
between  Wisconsin  and  Michigan. 
The  pact  follows  to  some  extent 
a  Wisconsin-Minnesota  truck  license 
reciprocity  agreement  approved  last 
November.  It  specifies  that  pas- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


"Brooklyn  Bridge"  to  be 

20th-Fox  Top  Budget  Pix 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Darryl  F.  Zanuck  has 
purchased  Arthur  Caesar's  story, 
"Brooklyn  Bridge"  and  plans  to 
make  it  one  of  the  biggest  produc- 
tions on  20th-Fox's  schedule  for  the 
new  year.  Niven  Busch  will  write 
the  screenplay. 


Detroit  Censor  Rejects 

and  Scissors  Fewer  Films 


Detroit — Number  of  films  rejected 
and  of  cuts  both  declined  in  1939, 
according  to  the  annual  report  of 
the  Detroit  censor,  Sergt.  Charles 
W.  Snyder.  Films  rejected  dropped 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Photographic  and  Projection  Goods 

Exports  for  1939  Show  $803,000  Drop 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 
Washington — Exports    of    photographic    and    projection    goods    for    December,     1939, 
increased  by  $274,000  over  the  same  month  of   1938,   the  Commerce  Department  reports. 
December,    1939,    exports   amounted    to   $1,803,000   compared    to   $1,529,000   for   Decem- 
ber,  1938. 

Year  end  summary,  however,  shows  1939  exports  slightly  less  than  those  in  1938. 
Total  1939  figure  was  $19,064,000  compared  to  $19,867,000  for  1938,  representing  a 
decrease   of   $803,000. 


CLEVELAND  BIZ  HIT     CONN.  ALLIED  AGAIN 


25  TO  33%  BY  BINGO 


Theater  grosses  in  Cleveland  are 
being  affected  25-33  per  cent  by 
Bingo  games,  it  was  said  by  Meyer 
Fine,  circuit  operator,  in  New  York 
yesterday.  Principal  competition  is 
from  churches  which  send  buses  to 
homes  to  pick  up  their  Bingo-play- 
ing patrons. 

Theaters  throughout  the  area, 
Fine    said,    are    feeling    keenly    the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Gala  Miami  Beach  Opening 
for  "Little  Old  New  York" 


Miami  Beach,  Fla.  —  Twentieth 
Century-Fox's  "Little  Old  New 
York"  had  its  world  premiere  on 
the  screen  of  the  Lincoln  Theater 
last  night   while   on   the   stage,  im- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


BACKS  NEELY'S  BILL 


New  Haven — Unanimous  and  un- 
qualified support  of  the  Neely  Bill 
was  voted  by  Allied  Theaters  of 
Connecticut  at  a  special  luncheon- 
meeting,  and  the  executive  secre- 
tary, Lawrence  C.  Caplan,  was  in- 
structed so  to  advise  Connecticut 
representatives  in  Congress  at  once. 

Frank  Lydon,  of  Boston,  regional 
vice-president    Arthur    K.    Howard, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Ohio  Court  to  Determine 
"Prosperity  Club"  Status 

Lima,  O. — Legality  of  "Prosperity 
Club,"  theater  game  used  by  War- 
ner's Ohio  theater,  will  be  decided 
in  the  Third  District  Court  of  Ap- 
peals   as   result   of   the   filing   of   a 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Moral  Issue  No  Longer  Playing  Part 
in  Neely  Campaign,  Says  Allied  Prexy 


Ford  Trust  Suit  Hearing 
Waits  on  Return  of  Judge 


Chicago  —  Hearing  in  the  anti- 
trust action  brought  by  Frank  Ford, 
operating  the  Stadium  theater, 
Evanston,  against  B  &  K  and  the 
majors  again  has  been  deferred  to 
await  the  return  from  a  winter  va- 
cation of  Federal  Judge  Wilkerson. 


Necessity  for  passage  of  the  Neely 
bill  is  no  longer  a  moral  issue,  in 
the  opinion  of  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Al- 
lied president.  Cole  said  the  Legion 
of  Decency  and  other  agencies  had 
been  influential  in  the  production  of 
cleaner  pictures  and  that,  in  his 
opinion,  little  fault  could  be  found 
in  the  morality  of  current  product. 

It  is  the  inability  of  an  exhibitor 
to   select  his  programs   that  makes 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Liabilities,   $577,923;   Assets, 

$352,442;    Liquidation 

is    Requested 

A  voluntary  petition  in  bankruptcy 
was  filed  yesterday  in  the  Federal 
Court  by  Educational  Pictures,  Inc., 
which  listed  liabilities  of  $577,923 
and  assets  totaling  $352,442.  The  peti- 
tion was  signed  by  E.  W.  Hammons, 
as  president,  and  called  for  liquida- 
tion  of  the  company. 

Liabilities  were  itemized  as  fol- 
lows: Secured  claims,  $448,522;  un- 
secured claims,  $109,253;  accommoda- 
tion paper,  $18,251;  and  taxes  in  the 
amount  of  $1,895. 

Chief  asset  listed  was  a  bond  and 
mortgage    of    Educational    Studios, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

PARA/S  DOMESTIC 
SALES  AT  NEW  HIGH 


Neil  Agnew,  Paramount's  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  sales,  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  the  com- 
pany's domestic  sales  contracts  for 
the  current  season  had  reached  an 
all-time  high  of  10,098. 

Agnew  pointed  out  that  many  of 
these  contracts  cover  situations 
where  the  product  is  split  between 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

N.  Y.  Assembly  May  Pass 
Brokers  Measure   Monday 

Albany  —  Assembly  advanced  to 
third  reading  yesterday  the  Mitchell 
bill  transferring  from  secretary  of 
state  to  municipalities  regulation  of 
theater  ticket  brokers.  The  bill 
will   be    on    third    reading    calendar 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


ITO  of  Ohio  to  Convene 

in  Columbus  on  Feb.  28 


Columbus,  O. — P.  J.  Wood,  secre- 
tary of  the  Ohio  ITO  announces  the 
annual  convention  will  be  held  here 
Feb.    28-29.      Directors   of  the   ITO 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat - 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)    6V4      6%      634—     i/4 

Columbia   Picts.    pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.   Fm.   Ind.   pfd...     8y2      8i/2      8V2  —     Vs 

East.    Kodak    160'/2  160'/2  160'/2  —    % 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 123,4     12y2     12l/2     

Loew's,    Inc 35y8     355/8     355/8  —     Vs 

do    pfd 1073,4  1073/4  1073,4  +   1% 

Paramount    7V4      7  7—14 

Paramount  1st  pfd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd.. .     9  9  9        

Pathe    Film    105/8     103/8     10i/2  +     i/8 

RKO    13/4       15/8       i5/8  _     i/8 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    11%     1134     11 34  _     l/8 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  243/4     243,4     243,4  —     1/4 

Univ.  Pict.   pfd 79'/2     79        79'/2  +     V2 

Warner  Bros 33/4       3%       35/8     ... .. 

do    pfd 471/4     471/4     47'/4  +     1/4 

NEW   YORK   BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's  deb.  314S46 

Para.   B'way  3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.3V4s47     

RKO   6s41     61  %     61%     61  %  -f-  4% 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.6s48  85 1/2     851/2     85l/2  +     l/2 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1  %       \Vi       1 Vl     

Technicolor 15        15        15       +     V* 

Trans-Lux    1  1  1       —     Vs 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3V4       3V4       31/4  —     l/8 

Universal  Picts 95/g       9%       95/8  —     y4 

N.  Y.  OVER-THE-COUNTER  SECURITIES 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100i/2  104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd  deb.   '45.   71l/2     73l/2 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 66        68 


Cinema  Lodge  Will  Meet 

Feb.  8  at  Hotel  Edison 


Cinema  Lodge  No.  1366  B'nai 
B'rith,  instituted  in  1939,  will  hold 
a  general  meeting  in  the  Sun  Room 
of  the  Hotel  Edison  on  Feb.  8. 

The  Lodge  is  distributing  the  in- 
augural issue  of  its  new  publica- 
tion, the  Cinema  Lodge  Bulletin, 
which  discloses  that  the  principal 
speakers  at  the  forthcoming  meet- 
ing will  be  Dr.  Charles  H.  John- 
son, Past  Grand  Master,  F.  &  A.  M., 
State  of  New  York;  Louis  Nizer,  and 
Myron  Sulzburger. 

Welcome  to  membership  is  ex- 
tended through  the  Bulletin  to  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  Nate  Blumberg,  Louis 
Diamond,  Monroe  R.  Goodman,  Ar- 
thur Israel,  Jr.,  William  B.  Jaffe, 
Louis  Joffe,  Joseph  L.  Lee,  Alec 
Moss,  Dr.  David  DeSola  Pool,  Sam- 
uel Rosen,  Adolph  Schimel,  Max 
Schosberg,  Al  Sherman,  Arthur 
Silverstone,  Emanuel  D.  Silverstone, 
Murray  Silverstone  and  A.-Mike 
Vogel. 


Loew's  New  Metro  Theater 
in  Cairo  Opens  Tomorrow 

Loew's,  Inc.,  announced  yesterday 
that  the  new  1,700-seat  Metro  The- 
ater in  Cairo,  Egypt,  would  open 
tomorrow  with  "Out  West  With  the 
Hardys"  as  the  initial  attraction. 
The  modern,  steel-constructed  and 
air-conditioned  theater  is  the  first  of 
its  kind  to  be  built  in  the  Near  East. 


SAFETY)  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Chargot,  Michigan  Circuit 
Owner,  Hurt  In  Car  Crash 

Detroit — Michael  J.  Chargot,  cir- 
cuit owner,  received  chest  injuries 
and  bruises  in  a  car  accident,  re- 
turning from  his  theaters  at  Port 
Huron.  His  general  manager,  Art 
Black,  had  his  leg  broken  in  two 
places.  Both  are  in  Henry  Ford 
Hospital. 


Stone  Named  Chairman 

of  Atlanta  Censor  Board 


Atlanta,  Ga. — Troy  Stone  has  been 
named  chairman  of  the  Atlanta 
Board  of  Film  Review,  succeeding 
Sherwood  Astin,  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  Carnegie  Library.  Stone  has 
been  a  member  of  the  library  board 
for  several  years  but  this  is  his  first 
time  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Film  Review. 


GWTW  to  Get  Eighth  Week 
at  Loew's  Grand,  Atlanta 

Atlanta,  Ga.  —  Selznick's  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  which  had  its  world 
premiere  here  in  December,  will  be 
held  at  Loew's  Grand  theater  for  at 
least  another  (eighth)  weeks,  Feb. 
3-9,  according  to  Manager  Eddie 
Pentecost. 


State  Legislators  Weigh 

Passing  Pari-Mutuel  Bill 

Albany  —  Intense  opposition  of 
legislators  here  to  the  income  tax 
levy,  advocated  by  Governor  Leh- 
man to  provide  sufficient  funds  to 
carry  out  the  proposed  State  bud- 
get needs,  may  make  imperative  the 
passage  of  a  pari-mutuel  betting 
bill  this  year,  it  is  pointed  out  by 
channels  close  to  the  budget  prob- 
lem. 

Difficulty  the  legislative  leaders 
are  facing  now  is  to  find  $15,000,- 
000  either  through  budget  cuts  or 
revised  revenue  estimates  to  escape 
imposing  the  tax  raise  on  civilian 
income. 

Senator  John  J.  Dunnigan  as- 
serted here  yesterday  that  a  re- 
vised pari-mutuel  bill  will  be  whip- 
ped into  shape  to  substitute  for  the 
original  measure  he  proposed. 


Abe  Berman,  Former  Foreign 
Rep.,  Dies  in  Los  Angeles 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  for 
Abe  Berman,  54,  who  died  of  heart 
trouble,  will  be  held  at  two .  o'clock 
today  at  the  Home  of  Peace  with 
Rabbi  Dubin  officiating.  Berman,  a 
law  graduate,  several  years  ago 
established  exchanges  for  United 
Artists  in  England,  Germany  and 
Canada.  More  recently  he  represent- 
ed Selznick  International  in  England 
and  last  June  he  entered  the  whole- 
sale woolen  business  in  Los  Angeles. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 


Switch  Runs,  Cut  Prices 

Chicago — B  &  K  has  cut  admis- 
sion prices  at  its  Nortown  and  Ter- 
minal Theaters  frcm  25  cents  to  20 
cents  for  matinees  and  from  40  cents 
to  35  cents  for  evenings.  Cuts  were 
permitted  because  the  theaters 
switch  to  a  C-class  run.  The  Cine 
Theater,  which  goes  into  general 
release,  has  dropped  admissions  15 
cents  for  matinees  and  25  cents  for 
evenings. 


Three  Illinois  Theaters 

Acquired  by  Van  Nomikos 

Chicago  —  Van  A.  Nomikos  has 
added  three  theaters  to  his  circuit, 
taking  over  the  Webb  and  Orpheum 
at  Savannah  and  the  Antioch  at  An- 
tioch. 


commG  and  Gome 


TOM  WALKER,  vice-president  and  Eastern 
representative  of  Hal  Roach  Productions,  leaves 
for  the  Coast  tomorrow. 

DANNY  WINKLER  is  scheduled  to  return  to 
Hollywood   today   via   TWA. 

MONROE  GREENTHAL  left  last  night  K.  Hol- 
lywood. 

EDWARD  SMALL  left  last  night  by  train  for 
the  Coast. 

CLIFF   LEWIS   returns  to   Hollywood   today. 

JOHN  GRIERSON,  Canadian  Film  Commis- 
sioner, sailed  yesterday  from  Los  Angeles  for 
Australia. 

OLIVIA  DE  HAVILLAND  and  JEFFREY  LYNN 
flew  to  the  Coast  last  night  via  TWA. 

CEORGE  KRASKA,  Boston  exhib.,  and  MRS. 
KRASKA,  arrive  in  town  today  for  a  short 
stay. 

20LTAN  KORDA,  MRS.  KORDA,  their  son,  and 
SABU,  star  of  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad,"  arrive 
here  today  on  the  Conte  di  Savoia. 

MEYER  FINE,  Cleveland  circuit  operator,  left 
New  York  last  night  for  that  city  after  a 
Florida    vacation. 

JOHN  M.  STAHL  is  at  the  Waldorf. 

I.  J.  SCHMERTZ,  20th  Century-Fox  branch 
manager  at  Cleveland,  MRS.  SCHMERTZ  and 
their  daughter  ESTELLE,  are  vacationing  in 
Miami. 

BERTRAM  WILLOUGHBY,  prexy  of  Ideal  Films, 
Inc.  of  Chicago  has  gone  to  Florida  for  a 
winter   vacation. 

A.  G.  CONSTANT,  head  of  a  nine-house 
Ohio  circuit  which  bears  his  name,  and  MRS. 
CONSTANT  will  spend  a  month  at  Miami  Beach. 

MRS.  LENA  STILLMAN,  owner  of  the  Bed- 
ford Theater,  Bedford,  O.,  returns  Sunday  from 
a  trip  to  Mexico  where  she  went  to  complete 
her   recovery   fom    pneumonia. 

JOAN  FONTAINE  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
the  Coast. 

BRIAN  AH  ERNE  is  here  from  the  Coast. 

JAMES  CACNEY  returns  to  Hollywood  next 
week. 

EDWARD  C.  ROBINSON  is  in  New  York  for  a 
month's  stay,  returning  to  Hollywood  the  first 
part  of  March. 

DOLORES  DEL  RIO  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
Hollywood. 

HENRY  O'NEILL  leaves  Hollywood  next  week 
for  a   New  York  vacation. 

MAX  STEUER  is  in  Hollywood  on  business. 

WILLIAM  DIETERLE  and  his  wife  have  re- 
turned to  the  Coast. 

ROBERT  STACK   is   here   for   a   short  stay. 

Kirsch  Adds  the  Circle 

Chicago  —  Purchase  by  Jack 
Kirsch,  Illinois  Allied's  prexy,  of 
the  Circle  theater,  600-seater  on 
Roosevelt  Road,  was  disclosed  yes- 
terday. It  gives  the  Kirsch-Cooper 
interests  four  houses. 


LIBERMAN  FLAG  AND  VALANCE  co* 

Is  Now  Located  At 

71  FIFTH  AVE.  (at  15th  St.) 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
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EDUGATION'L  PICTURES 
FAILS,  OWES  $577,923 

i  

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Inc.,  on  the  studio  located  in  Holly- 
wood, estimated  at  $250,000.  Other 
assets  were  a  loan  to  Grand  Na- 
tioii^  now  also  in  bankruptcy,  of 
$90,f^l,  and  a  loan  to  Educational 
Studios,  Inc.,  of  $12,370.  Remaining 
assets  were  16  mm.  prints,  stock  of 
Educational  Films  Corp.  of  Amer- 
ica and  of  Educational  Studios,  Inc., 
of  unknown  value. 

The  largest  creditor  listed  in  the 
schedules  was  Erpi,  with  a  claim  of 
$241,673,  secured  by  a  mortgage  on 
the  company's  studio  in  Hollywood. 
Next  largest  claim  is  one  of  Lloyd 
Wright,  as  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of 
Grand  National  Films,  Inc.,  for 
'$200,000,  secured  by  15,000  shares 
of  preferred  and  150,000  shares  of 
common  stock  of  Grand  National 
,  Pictures.  Other  creditors  are  E.  W. 
Hammons,  for  approximately  $50,000 
in  salary;  Jeremiah  D.  McGuire,  for 
$38,409  for  a  lease;  The  National 
City  Bank  for  $18,251,  for  liabilities 
of  Grand  National  guaranteed  by 
Educational;  Snider,  Duke  &  Landis, 
attorneys  for  $12,501,  for  legal  fees; 
and  Edmund  V.  Hally,  for  $6,342  for 
promissory  notes  secured  by  all  the 
capital  stock  of  Educational  Films 
Corp.  of  America.  Claims  of  a  num- 
ber of  smaller  creditors  were  also 
listed. 

Hammons  said  last  night  that 
Educational  was  put  into  voluntary 
bankruptcy  in  order  to  protect  its 
creditors  and  preserve  its  interests 
and  large  cash  loans  to  Grand  Na- 
tional. 

It  is  understood  that  the  action 
will  lead  to  a  quick  reorganization 
of  Educational  and  the  possible  re- 
sumption of  short  subject  produc- 
tion. 


ITO  of  Ohio  to  Convene 

in  Columbus  on  Feb.  28 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
will  meet  Tuesday  to  discuss  ar- 
rangements. At  the  same  time  a 
final  decision  will  be  made  on  the 
proposed  campaign  to  combat  radio's 
"Pot  of  Gold"  giveaway. 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

FEBRUARY    1 

Clark    Cable 
Helen  Chandler 
Harold   Rodner 
Franciska  Caal 
Ernest  Hilliard 
Cene   Sheldon 
Marie   (Pat)    Donohoe 
Maxwell   A.   Silver 


•      •      •     MOST  oi  the  so-called   "wiseacres"   had   the   notion 

that  the  big  b.o.  "take"  at  the  turn  of  the  year was  a  flash  in  the 

pan but  viewing  January  in  retrospect the  entire  month,  cold 

as  it  was  hereabouts,  was  decidedly  "hot"  for  grosses because  the 

product  was  "hot" But  what's  a  helluva  lot  more  important  than 

what  has  been  happening is  the  immediate  present  and  near  future. 


•  •  •  WITNESS  Metro-Selznick's  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
roaring  along  at  the  Capitol  and  Astor Warners'  "The  Fight- 
ing 69th"  packing  'em  in  at  the  Strand "Grapes  of  Wrath" 

making  Broadway  history  and  profits  for  2Qth-Fox  and  the  Rivoli 

The  Music  Hall  holding-over  the  Metro-Lubitsch  lily,  "The 

Shop   Around   the   Corner" the   Paramount   understandably 

standing  pat  for  a  third  week  with  "Remember  the  Night" 

Loew's  Criterion  going  great  guns  with  a  third  week  of  Metro's 
"Judge  Hardy  and  Son" and  the  Rialto  poised  to  give  Uni- 
versale  "Green  Hell"   a  second   week an   attraction   which 

didn't  seem  to  rate  so  well  with  local  reviewers but  is  defi- 
nitely a  "type"  picture  having  high-power  b.o.  advantages 

as  a  capacity  first  week  at  the  Rialto  roundly  demonstrated 


•      •      •     WITNESS,  too on  the  roster  of  forthcoming  attractions 

the  group  of  bound  to  be  b.o.  winners ......  which  hold  promise 

of  sustained  "good  times"  for  exhibs.  and  public  alike Looming  im- 
mediately for  local  consumption is  one  of   20fh-Fox'   ace  pictures, 

"Little  Old  New  York,"  which  moves  into  the  Roxy  tomorrow and 

the   suspense   'mong   local   Film  Row-ites   will   continue    to   grow   more 

weighty  until  the  night  of  Feb.  7 when  Mister  Walt  Disney's  "Pi- 

nocchio"  goes  into  the  Center  Theater  for  what  appears  to  be  a  certain 
marathon  run 


•     •     •     OF  such  quality  is  the  present  and  impending  product 

that  ifs  a  tip-off  to  all  exhibs.  who  have  yet  to  play  the 

attractions of  the  b.o.  joys  in  the  offing  for  them  and  their 

audiences The  record  is  clear for  during  the  past  few 

weeks this  department  has  seen  lines lines LINES 

more  and  longer  than  at  any  time  in  Broadway  area  his- 
tory  — lines  which  in  some  instances  stretched  clear  around 

blocks Just  how  good  business  has  been  for  New  York's  pix 

palaces  can  be  gleaned  from  the  haggard  looks  in  the  eyes  of 
overworked  ushers and  noticed  in  the  orbs  of  femme  cash- 
iers  In  fact  biz  has  been  so  big  that  Broadway  exhibition 

solons   no   longer  ask   each   other: "How's   business?" 

That  question  is  currently  as  outmoded  as  a  horse-car 


•      •      •     OTHER  keys  and  smaller  situations  are  also  doin'  mighty 

well with    contemporary    product Opposition    seems    to    have 

receded    as    a   consequence For    example,    we    know   that    out    in 

Cleveland  recently Mary  (My  Heart  Belongs  to  Daddy)  Martin  ap- 
peared in  person  at  the  RKO  Palace  there The  M.  C.  announced 

that  Miss  Martin's  first  pix,  "The  Great  Victor  Herbert" would  open 

at  Loew's  State,  next  door,  the  following  Friday! 
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CONN.  ALLIED  AGAIN 
BACKS  NEELY'S  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

business  agent  of  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors, Inc.,  and  E.  Thornton 
Kelly,  membership  campaign  super- 
visor, were  guest  speakers. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  fol- 
lowing two  hours  of  heated  discus- 
sion, during  which  members  of  Con- 
necticut MPTO  were  invited  to  voice 
their  opposition  arguments.  A.  M. 
Schuman  of  Bridgeport,  presided 
at  the  meeting. 

Show  of  hands  revealed  that  most 
indies  present  considered  the  bill 
would  not  prevent  purchase  of  more 
than  one  picture  at  a  time. 

National  Allied  policies,  and  the 
Government  anti-trust  suits  were 
also  discussed.  However,  much 
pressing  business  was  reported  un- 
finished, and  a  new  luncheon-meet- 
ing has  been  called  for  12:30  p.m., 
Tuesday,  Feb.  13  at  the  Hotel  Garde. 
At  this  time,  committees  on  legis- 
lation, dues,  grievance  and  other 
projects  will  be  appointed  and  a 
new  operating  machinery  for  the 
unit  set  in  motion. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied 
president,  scheduled  as  the  main 
speaker  of  the  afternoon,  was  un- 
able to  attend. 


Ohio  Court  to  Determine 
"Prosperity  Club"  Status 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
suit  by  Prosecutor  Paul  T.  Landis. 
Petition  charges  that  Warner  Bros., 
the  defendant,  has  "misused  a  cor- 
porate franchise  granted  under 
Ohio  laws  by  advertising  and  con- 
ducting a  lottery  or  game  of  chance," 
asking  that  the  court  appoint  trus- 
tees to  liquidate  the  operating  com- 
pany. 


ST 


Chicago — A  son  was  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Irving  Joseph  at  the  Lying 
In  Hospital.  The  father  is  on  Co- 
lumbia's  sales   staff  here. 


Chicago  —  Jim  Donnelly  of  the 
Sheridan  Theater,  (Essaness  Cir- 
cuit) has  a  new  baby  daughter  which 
arrived  at  the  Swedish  Covenant 
Hospital. 


Chicago — A  seven  pound  baby  boy 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Brown 
at  the  St.  Anne's  Hospital.  Father 
is  assistant  manager  of  the  B  &  K 
United  Artists  Theater. 


San  Francisco — A  daughter  was 
born  here  on  Friday,  last,  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jack  D.  Marpole.  The  new 
arrival  is  christened  Jacklyn  Alma. 
Jack  Marpole  is  vice-president  of 
Ten-O-Win  Amusement  Co.,  with 
offices  in  the  Kress  Building  here, 
and  with  National  Screen  Service  in 
New  York. 
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IOWA-NEB.  UNIT  ASKS 
PERCENTAGE  CEILING 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  exhib.  unit  opposed  increase  of 
admission  prices  and  higher  theater 
taxes,  advised  members  against  mak- 
ing deals  with  distribs.  which  will 
not  negotiate  "short  deals,"  re- 
affirmed support  of  the  Neely  bill, 
and  called  upon  members  who  find 
radio's  "Pot  o'  Gold"  damaging  to 
file  complaints  with  the  FCC. 

Leo  F.  Wolcott  of  Eldora  was  re- 
elected president.  W.  B.  Franke  of 
Hulboldt  was  named  vice-president, 
W.  A.  Dutton  of  Manchester,  secre- 
tary. Directors  named,  in  addition 
to  the  officers,  were  E.  M.  Garbett 
of  this  city  and  E.  W.  Mason  of 
Osage. 


Rex,  Shinnston,  Burns; 

Operator  Will  Rebuild 

Pittsburgh  —  The  Rex  Theater, 
Shinnston,  W.  Va.,  owned  and  op- 
erated by  Miss  L.  B.  Monroe  who 
also  has  the  Princess  and  Columbia 
Theaters  there,  was  completely  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  Work  will  begin 
immediately  on  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Rex,  and  in  the  meantime  Miss 
Monroe  will  recondition  and  reopen 
the  Columbia  Theater  which  has 
been  closed  for  some  time,  for  show- 
ing pictures  which  were  schedulde 
to  play  at  the  Rex. 


Hoffberg  and  Affiliate 

Open  N.  Y.-Chi.  Offices 

Chicago — Midwest  Film  Exchange, 
Inc.,  affiliate  of  Hoffberg  Produc- 
tions, Inc.,  has  opened  its  new  of- 
fice here  at  1325  S.  Wabash  Ave. 
Arthur  Benjamin  and  Bob  Snyder 
are  in  charge  of  the  office.  "Escape 
From  Yesterday"  has  been  set  by 
Midwest  for  a  first-run  at  the  Clark 
Theater. 

Hoffberg  Productions,  Inc.,  has 
opened  its  new  offices  at  1600  Broad- 
way in  New  York. 


Charlotte  Leads  Mono.  Drive 

The  Charlotte  Monogram  branch 
is  in  the  top  spot  at  the  end  of  the 
first  week  of  the  "March  for  Mono- 
gram" drive.  New  Orleans  is  in 
second  place  and  Oklahoma  City  is 
the  runner-up. 


Radio  Poll  Victory 
for  Metro's  "Cliips" 

Echoing  the  results  of  THE  FILM 
DAILY'S  recent  "Ten  Best  Pictures" 
symposium,  Metro's  "Coodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,"  was  the  best  picture  of  1939, 
according  to  a  radio  poll  conducted  by 
Sam  Taylor,  film  commentator  for  WHN, 
on  the  "Hollywood  Sound  Stage"  pro- 
gram. More  than  50  pictures  were  men- 
tioned among  the  2142  ballots  cast. 
CWTW  was  ineligible  in  both  THE  FILM 
DAILY  and  WHN   polls. 


nCUJS  Of  TH6  DAY 


Cleveland — L.  H.  Walters,  manager 
of  the  local  office  of  National  Theater 
Supply  Co.  announces  that  his  com- 
pany will  erect  its  own  building  just 
East  of  its  present  location  in  the 
Film  Bldg.  Work  on  the  one-story 
structure  will  be  started  as  soon  as 
the  weather  permits. 


Cleveland — Don  Marcus,  RKO  ad 
sales  manager,  is  being  retained  by 
AA,  Inc.  as  shipper. 


Chicago — Liberman  Brothers  and 
A.  Shanes  have  organized  the  Talka- 
Phone  Manufacturing  Co.  with  offices 
and  plant  at  1847  S.  Millard  Ave., 
to  manufacture  electrical  and  radio 
equipment. 


Pittsburgh — The  Avenue  Theater, 
Brackenridge,  Pa.,  has  been  pur- 
chased by  Melvin  Holford  from  the 
Alleghany  Theatrical  Enterprises, 
Inc. 


to  join  Skouras  theaters  staff.  Ed- 
ward Peskay  is  in  charge  at  Stam- 
ford temporarily. 


Linden,  Ala.— The  new  Dianne,  a 
250-seater  has  opened  here.  T.  L. 
Williams  is  manager. 


Brundidge,  Ala. — A  new  theater, 
now  under  construction  on  Main 
Street,  will  be  opened  in  February. 


Atlanta,  Ga. — C.  E.  Kessnick,  of 
Atlanta,  district  manager  in  the 
South  for  Loew's,  Inc.,  is  visiting 
branch  offices  in  New  Orleans,  Dal- 
las, Oklahoma  City  and  Memphis. 


Stanford,   Conn.  —  George   Rich, 
manager  of  the  Palace,  has  resigned 


Springfield,  111. — S.  N.  Bonansing- 
na,  business  agent  of  the  IATSE 
union,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  _  Springfield  Federation  of  Labor. 

Center,  Tex. — R.  A.  Gill,  owner  of 
the  Cartex  Theater  at  Carthage,  Tex- 
as, has  purchased  the  Fred  Kyle 
building  here  and  will  remodel  it 
into  a  theater  immediately. 


Gala  Miami  Beach  Opening 
for  "Little  Old  New  York" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
mediately  before  the  showing,  Abe 
Lyman  and  Joan  Abbott  were  in- 
ducted into  office  as  mayor  and 
mayoress,  respectively,  of  Miami's 
"Little  Old  New  York"  by  Everett 
Sewell  and  John  Levi,  respective 
Mayors  of  Miami  and  Miami  Beach. 

Roman  candles  flared,  kleigs  blaz- 
oned, and  a  175-piece  fife-and-drum 
corps  blared  as  a  crowd  of  thou- 
sands thronged  Lincoln  Road  to 
watch  the  arriving  celebs,  who  were 
announced  as  they  drove  up. 

Stars  of  screen,  stage  and  radio, 
many  of  the  candidates  in  the  "ma- 
yoralty election,"  which  was  con- 
ducted by  the  Miami  Daily  News, 
lent  a  gala  air  to  the  occasion. 
Among  them  were  Tony  Martin,  Joe 
E.  Lewis,  Alan  Cross,  Henry  Dunn, 
George  E.  Price,  Abe  Lyman, 
Sheila  Barrett,  Hildegarde,  Fran- 
ces Daye,  Joan  Abbott,  Paul 
and  Grace  Hartman,  Vilma  and 
Buddy   Ebsen   and  Lou   Holtz. 

Film  executives  present  included 
Louis  B.  Mayer,  A.  H.  Blank,  Maj. 
Albert  Warner,  N.  L.  Nathanson, 
M.  B.  Shanberg,  Sam  Pinansky,  Col. 
Abe  Hallow,  Harry  Brandt,  Leo 
Spitz,  George  W.  Weeks,  Louis 
Frisch,  Sidney  Meyer,  Mitchell 
Wolfson,  Robert  Mochrie  and  Max 
Stuart. 

Representing  20th  Century-Fox 
were  Harry  Ballance,  Southern  dis- 
trict manager;  Paul  Wilson,  Atlanta 
branch  manager;  I.  J.  Schmertz, 
Cleveland  branch  manager;  Christy 
Wilbert,  Harry  Mersay  and  Roger 
Ferri  of  the  home  office. 

Jack  Kuhne,  Movietone  News 
cameraman,  photographed  the  event 
for  the  Fox  newsreel,  while  station 
WIOD  broadcast  it. 


Detroit  Censor  Rejects 

and  Scissors  Fewer  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
from    five    to    two,    and    eliminated 
footage     slumped     from     8,915     to 
3,442. 

Detroit's  municipal  censor  passed 
on  a  total  footage  of  5,698,000  as 
against  5,733,000  in  1938,  but  fea- 
tures increased  from  495  in  1938  to 
521  and  shorts  from  762  to  863. 

Foreign  films  passed  dropped 
sharply,  going  from  177  in  1938  to 
98.  Aggregate  of  foreign  footage 
last  year  was  1,153,000  feet  as  com- 
pared with  1,363,000  in  1938. 

Foreign  films  showed  some  dra- 
matic changes,  with  Chinese  pictures 
leaping  from  zero  to  top  place,  due 
to  many  benefit  screenings,  Polish, 
German,  Hungarian,  Swedish,  Greek, 
and  Slovak  films  all  showed  de- 
creases, while  French  films  increased 
notably.  Russian  films  lost  out  when 
the  Cinema  Theater  refused  to  show 
them  last  Fall,  while  Spanish  and 
Mexican  films  dropped  out  of  their 
leading  position  to  a  low,  with  the 
closing  of  the  Latin  Theater.  Many 
of  these  changes  reflected  conditions 
due  t  othe  war,  notably  the  appear- 
ance of  Finnish  films  here  for  the 
first  time.  Yiddish  pictures  also 
dropped.  Liftman's  Theater  adopted 
a  legit  policy. 

Kyne  Story  for  Sherman 

West    Coast  Bureau    of    THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — "The  Parson  of  Pana- 
mint,"  Satevepost  story  by  Peter  B. 
Kyne,  has  been  purchased  by  Para- 
mount and  will  be  produced  by 
Harry   Sherman. 

Alabama  Theater  Burns 

Uniontown,  Ala. — Uniontown  The- 
ater was  destroyed  in  a  $25,000 
fire,  originating  in  a  defective  flue. 


NO  MORAL  ISSUE  NOW 
IN  NEELY  FIGHT-COLE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  Neely  Bill  desirable,  Cole  said 
yesterday.  Prison  and  gangster  pic- 
tures usually  have  a  good  mor?1,.  he 
continued,  and  the  patrons  m|£  en- 
joy them  occasionally.  But  when  a 
theater  has  to  play  six  gangster 
or  prison  pictures  in  a  row,  the  cus- 
tomers get  "fed  up,"  he  declared. 
Greater  selectivity  would  cure  such 
a  situation,  he  added. 

Felix  Jenkins,  counsel  for  20th 
Century-Fox,  who  opposed  Cole  in  a 
debate  on  the  measure  before  the 
Montclair,  N.  J.,  Motion  Picture 
Counsel,  Monday  night,  said  that  he 
was  "both  pleased  and  surprised  at 
Mr.  Cole's  admission  as  to  the  moral 
issue,  since  the  bill  had  been  sold 
to  the  women's  organizations 
throughout  the  country  almost  en- 
tirely on  the  false  moral  issue." 

Cole  at  the  debate  admitted  that 
the  block-booking  system  did  not 
force  immoral  and  obscene  pictures 
on  exhibitors.  Jenkins  devoted  most 
of  his  time  to  an  attack  on  the  synop- 
sis and  criminal  provisions  of  the 
bill. 


Mason  New  Pres.  of  SPG 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Leslie  Mason  was 
elected  president  of  the  Screen 
Publicists  Guild  yesterday. 


Indicted  for  Giveaway 

Mobile,  Ala.  —  Ricardo  Cortez, 
manager  of  the  Saenger  Theater, 
was  indicted  by  the  county  grand 
jury  on  a  lottery  charge,  in  connec- 
tion with  operation  of  the  theater's 
giveaway. 


Cleveland  P.  A.  for  Lamour 

Cleveland— Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great 
Lakes  division  manager  announces 
that  Dorothy  Lamour  will  be  the 
headline  stage  attraction  at  the  RKO 
Palace,  for  the  week  of  March  8. 


Charles  C.  Fead  Dead 

Detroit  —  Charles  C.  Fead,  75, 
president  of  the  Port  Huron  The- 
ater Co.,  which  operated  the  Ritz, 
died  suddenly.  Two  brothers  and  a 
sister  survive.  Burial  was  in  Lex- 
ington Cemetery. 


Governor  Urges  All 
Ohio  to  View  GWTW 

Columbus,  O. — Gov.  John  W.  Bricker 
of  Ohio  in  a  letter  to  Clinton  Wander, 
manager  of  Loew's  Broad  Theater,  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  every  citizen  of 
the  state  see  "Gone  With  the  Wind," 
in  his  own  words:  "a  dramatization  of  a 
great  crisis  in  our  national  history  so 
ably  written  by  Margaret  Mitchell." 


Canton,  O. — Objecting  to  "Cone  With 
the  Wind"  because  it  assertedly  portrays 
Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  "backwoods  fool 
and  ignoramus,"  the  Canton  Workers' 
Alliance  asked  the  City  Council  to  pro- 
hibit its  showing  here.  The  Council 
refused  to  act. 
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CLEVELAND  BIZ  HIT 
25  TO  33%  BY  BINGO 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

effect  of  the  games  and  in  some  cases 
are  trying  to  combat  the  situation 
witT>    various  types  of  stimulants. 

Co.!  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president, 
in  commenting  on  the  Cleveland  sit- 
uation said  that  theaters  everywhere 
were  partly  responsible  for  Bingo 
competition,  in  that  money  games  in- 
troduced in  theaters  aroused  a  gam- 
bling spirit  and  whetted  the  appe- 
tites of  the  patrons  for  more  games 
of  chance.  He  remarked  that  in 
many  cases  the  exhibitors  have  only 
themselves  to  blame  for  the  condi- 
tion. 

Texas  theaters,  Cole  said,  do  not 
have  Bingo  to  contend  with  as  it 
was  outlawed  several  years  ago. 


Wisconsin-Michigan  Pact 
Ends  Truck  License  "War" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
senger  vehicles  registered  in  either 
state,  will  be  extended  full  privi- 
leges in  the  other  state  for  90  days. 
The  agreement  further  provides 
that  a  private  trucker  operating  his 
.  own  vehicle  and  hauling  his  own 
goods  from  one  to  the  other  will  re- 
ceive full  license  privilege  in  both 
states  and  that  truckers  mav  not 
engage  in  intrastate  transportation. 


N.  Y.  Assembly  May  Pass 
Brokers  Measure  Monday 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
for  passage  Monday  night.      Secre- 
tary of  State  Michael  F.  Walsh  is 
said   to   have   no    objection   to   pas- 
sage of  bill. 

Assemblyman  Boccia  yesterday 
hoppered  a  civil  rights  bill  providing 
equal  rights  and  privileges  guaran- 
teed to  all  persons  as  tenants  or 
lessee  or  for  use  of  public  places  of 
assembly.  Clause  is  part  of  meas- 
ure which  generally  would  prohibit 
interference  by  municipalities  or  of- 
ficials with  distributing  handbills, 
the  picketing  or  patrolling  of  public 
streets,  etc. 


Set  Walt  Disney  Exhibit 
for  Radio  City's  Museum 

Exhibit  displaying  detailed  work 
done  on  "Pinocchio,"  Walt  Disney's 
second  full-length  production  which 
has  its  world  premiere  on  Feb.  7 
at  the  Center  Theatre,  Radio  City, 
will  be  opened  in  the  New  York 
Museum  of  Science  and  Industry  in 
Radio  City.  The  showing  is  said  to 
be  the  most  complete  exhibition  of 
Walt  Disney  material  ever  assem- 
bled for  public  viewing.  Following 
the  tour,  Walt  Disney  short  sub- 
jects will  be  shown  patrons  in  the 
museum's  little  theater. 


REVIEWS  Of  nEUI  flLfltS 


"Swiss  Family 
Robinson" 

with  Thomas  Mitchell,  Edna  Best,  Tim  Holt, 

Freddie  Bartholomew 
RKO  93  Mins. 

PICTURIZATION  OF  FAMED  ADVEN- 
TURE NOVEL  IS  ABLY  CAST  TO  MAKE 
IT  STRONG  ATTRACTION  FOR  FAMILY 
TRADE. 

A  cherished  story,  read  by  untold  millions, 
this,  the  first  production  of  Gene  Towne 
and  Graham  Baker,  is  an  appealing  picture 
for  the  family  trade  and  should  click  strong- 
ly. Different  from  the  conventional  Hol- 
lywood adventure  romance,  with  marked 
human  appeal,  its  adaptation  to  the  screen 
by  Towne,  Baker  and  Walter  Ferris  is  a 
genuine  accomplishment.  The  script,  de- 
spite departures  from  Wyss'  classic,  loses 
none  of  the  heartening  flavor  of  the  classic. 
Incidentally,  and  importantly,  exhibitors 
in  the  theme,  not  without  a  significant  ele- 
ment of  timeliness,  have  a  definite  selling 
angle.  Thomas  Mitchell  is  fine  as  the 
father  of  the  Robinson  family.  Edna  Best 
as  the  mother,  and  Tim  Holt,  Terry  Kil- 
burn,  Freddie  Bartholomew  and  Baby  Bobby 
Quillan,  as  the  sons,  are  all  good.  Edward 
Ludwig  directed  with  sensitivity  from  a 
screenplay  by  Towne,  Baker  and  Walter 
Ferris.  The  story  concerns  the  deep  rooted 
conviction  of  the  head  of  the  Robinson  fam- 
ily, Mitchell,  that  his  sons  will  never  be 
worthwhile  human  beings  in  the  glittering 
pleasure-mad  London  of  1811.  Mitchell, 
despite  protests  from  his  entire  family,  sells 
everything  he  owns  and  the  family  sails  for 
Australia.  A  storm  washes  the  crew  over- 
board and  wrecks  the  brig.  Mitchell  man- 
ages to  get  the  family  to  a  nearby  island 
on  a  raft  and  salvage  enough  essentials 
from  the  boat  to  make  living  comparatively 
easy.  The  story  from  there  on  tells  of 
their  hardships  and  triumphs,  and  the  re- 
generation of  the  sons.  Bartholomew  and 
Holt  leave  reluctantly  when  a  rescue  ship 
finally  appears.  Miss  Best  elects  to  stay 
with  Mitchell,  realizing  that  life  with  him 
is  more  important  than  the  comforts  of 
English   society. 

CAST:  Thomas  Mitchell,  Edna  Best,  Fred- 
die Bartholomew,  Tim  Holt,  Terry  Kilburn, 
Baby  Bobby  Quillan. 

CREDITS:  Producers,  Gene  Towne  and 
Graham  Baker;  Director,  Edward  Ludwig; 
Screenplay,  Gene  Towne,  Graham  Baker  and 
Walter  Ferris;  Based  on  a  novel  by  Johann 
David  Wyss;  Cameraman,  Nicholas  Musura- 
ca;  Editor,  George  Crone. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


GWTW  Places  Pittsburgh's 
Ritz  in  First-Run  Category 

Pittsburgh — For  the  duration  of 
the  engagement  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  at  the  Warner  Theater,  War- 
ners have  converted  the  Ritz  The- 
ater in  downtown  Pittsburgh  into  a 
first-run  house  where  they  will  play 
holdovers  from  Loew's  Penn  and 
the  Stanley  Theaters  and  pictures 
which  ordinarily  would  play  first- 
run  at  the  Warner.  The  Ritz,  which 
seats  900,  was  just  recently  remod- 
eled, renovated  and  refurnished. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Information  Please  No.  5" 

RKO  Pathe  News  11  mins. 

Good  Entertainment 

The  popular  experts  of  the  In- 
formation Please  radio  show,  Frank- 
lin P.  Adams,  John  Kieran  and  Oscar 
Levant,  are  augmented  by  Chris- 
topher Morley  in  this  reel.  Clifton 
Fadiman  is  the  master  of  ceremonies 
and  questioner.  The  experts  do  ex- 
tremely well  with  a  number  of  very 
tricky  questions  in  this  reel.  Short 
should  be  of  interest  to  any  type  of 
audience.  Only  one  question  is  muffed 
by  the  experts.  Frederic  Ullman, 
Jr.,  was  the  producer,  with  Frank 
Donovan  supervising. 


'Information   Please   No.  6" 

RKO  Pathe  News  10  mins. 

Entertaining  Reel 

Former  heavyweight  champion 
Gene  Tunney  joins  the  Information 
Please  experts  in  the  sixth  issue  of 
the  series.  Incidentally,  this  issue 
is  one  of  the  best  to  date.  Franklin 
P.   Adams,  John   Kieran  and   Oscar 


PARA/S  DOMESTIC 

SALES  AT  NEW  HIGH 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

two  or  more  houses  under  the  same 
management  so  that  actually  there 
are  many  more  theaters  served  than 
the  number  of  contracts  indicate. 
Agnew  estimates  that  the  total  num- 
ber of  contracts  for  the  season  will 
be    approximately    12,350. 


Garrison   Handling  Short 

Two-reel  short,  "Men  and  Dust," 
produced  by  Lee  Dick,  Inc.  will  be 
released  by  Garrison  Films  Inc. 
about  Feb.  15.  A  novelty  sound 
track  arrangement  features  four 
different  commentators:  Will  Geer 
(the  current  Jeeter  Lester  in  "To- 
bacco Road") ;  Robert  Porterfield, 
director  of  the  Barter  Theater;  Eric 
Dalz;  and  Storrs  Haynes,  featured 
in  Pare  Lorentz'  current  production 
"Fight  for  Life." 

Levant  are  the  other  members  of 
the  board,  with  Clifton  Fadiman  the 
questioner.  Questions  that  the  ex- 
perts wrestle  with  are  tricky,  and  a 
number  of  amusing  incidents  occur. 
Frederic  Ullman,  Jr.,  produced  and 
Frank  Donovan  supervised. 
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Co-op.  Theaters  of  Michigan  Lashes  at  Neely  Measure 

D  OF  J  WOULD  STRIKE  JJEFENSE  INTERROGATORIES 

U.  S.  Film  Exports  Slump  Sharply,  Brazil  Best  Market 


South  American  Republic  Re- 
places UK  as  Latter 
Gets  50%  Less 

Washington   Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Preliminary  statis- 
tics of  American  motion  picture 
film  exports  for  1939,  made  public 
here  yesterday  by  Nathan  D.  Gol- 
den, chief  of  the  motion  picture  di- 
vision of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce's Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  presents  these 
highlights: 

First,  a  decrease  of  14.7  per 
cent  in  the  positive  and  negative 
sound  motion  picture  films  ex- 
ported to  world  markets,  equiv- 
{Continued  on  Page  9) 

GOVT  MAKiNGMONEY 

ON  TRUST  SUIT  DRIVE 


Ohio  Pastor's  Convention  Hits  Battle  Night 

as  "Definite  Feeder  of  Gambling  Mania" 

Columbus,  0. — At  the  annual  Ohio  pastors'  convention,  sessions  of  which  closed 
yesterday,  Bank  Night  was  decried  as  "a  definite  feeder  of  the  gambling  mania''  and 
it  was  recommended  that  ministers  of  the  state  lose  no  opportunity  to  denounce  it  and 
similar  "games  of   chance." 

Films  also  came  in  for  clerical  attention,  the  convention  accusing  the  industry 
of  "ignoring  its  social  responsibility."  Critical  of  the  Hays  organization,  the  convention 
nevertheless   praised    the   accomplishments   of   Joseph    I.    Breen. 


Allied  May  Place  Arbitration  Stand 
Formally  Before  Major  Distributors 


Chicago — The  Department  of  Jus- 
tice's anti-trust  campaign  against 
the  film  and  other  industries  was 
pictured  as  a  source  of  revenue  for 
a  Government  in  need  of  funds  here 
yesterday  by  Thurman  Arnold,  As- 
sistant Attorney  General,  and  chief 
of  the  Department's  Anti-Trust  Di- 
vision. 

Arnold  was  here  to  address  the  II- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Experimental  Technique 

Seen  Returning  to  Films 

"The  return  of  purpose  and  pas- 
sion to  films,  as  exemplified  by 
'Confessions  of  a  Nazi  Spy'  and  'The 
Grapes  of  Wrath'  is  causing  a  re- 
vival of  experimental  technique," 
Richard  Griffith,  of  the  Los  Angeles 
{Continued  on  Page  12) 

Academy  Music  Nominations 
Selected  by  Studio  Ballots 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood   —   Nominations      for 
Academy  awards  for  music  achieve- 
ments   have    been    selected    by    the 
music    departments    of   the    various 
{Continued  on  Page  12) 


Allied's  declaration  in  favor  of  ar- 
bitration may  be  submitted  formally 
to  the  distributors  when  Abram  F. 
Myers,  general  counsel,  returns  to 
his  Washington  headquarters  from 
Hollywood. 

It  is  reported  that  the  distribu- 
tors have  taken  no  action  on  Allied's 
arbitration  proposals  because  they 
were  not  notified  formally,  receiv- 
ing their  information  only  from 
trade  paper  accounts  of  the  recent 


Allied  board  meeting  in  Washing- 
ton where  the  arbitration  resolution 
was  passed. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president, 
said  yesterday  that  he  would  advise 
Myers  of  the  desirability  of  officially 
notifying  the  distributors  of  the  or- 
ganization's wishes. 

This  action  may  start  the  ball 
rolling  towards  discussions  on  the 
subject,  it  was  believed  by  some 
here   yesterday. 


UA  Board  to  Consider 

Korda's  Shift  to  U.  S. 


United  Artists'  board  of  directors 
is  scheduled  to  meet  Tuesday  to  con- 
sider several  important  issues.  One 
point  for  discussion  is  expected  to 
be  Alexander  Korda's  proposed  move 
{Continued  on  Page  12) 


Warner  Execs.  Leaving 

for  Chi.  Sales  Parley 

Headed  by  Jack  L.  Warner,  Grad 
L.  Sears  and  Charles  Einfeld,  War- 
ner execs,  leave  New  York  tonight 
for  Chicago  to  participate  in  a  three- 
day  meeting  of  district  and  branch 
managers  and  field  exploitation  men 

{Continued  on  Page  5) 


Neely  Bill  Seen  as  Four -Fold  Threat 
to  Indies  by  Michigan  Co-op  Theaters 


Find  Regimentation  Menace 
Lurking  in  Neely  Measure 

Portland,  Ore.— Meeting  here,  the 
Oregon  unit  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Conference  of  Independent  Theater 
Owners  by  resolution  went  on  rec- 
ord  as   unalterably   opposed  to  the 

{Continued  on  Page  5) 


By  H.  F.  REVES 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Detroit — Co-operative  Theaters  of 
Michigan,  booking  circuit  embracing 
approximately  100  indie  houses,  un- 
limbered  its  heavy  artillery  and 
opened  fire  on  the  Neely  bill  yes- 
terday. 

The  booking  circuit,  acting  through 
{Continued  on  Page  12) 


Gov't  Surprise  Move  Viewed 
as  Presaging  a  Knock- 
down Legal  Fight 

An  application  to  strike  out  all  in- 
terrogatories of  every  defendant  in 
the  Equity  suit  with  the  exception 
of  United  Artists  was  filed  by  the 
Government  yesterday.  The  Gov- 
ernment's motion,  which  will  be 
heard  Tuesday,  by  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard,  is  based  on  12 
objections,  identical  to  those  made 
in  a  similar  move  against  Columbia. 

The  notice  states  that  although 
these  objections  are  set  forth  in  a 
single  motion,  the  Government  in- 
tends that  the  Court  consider  these 
as  addressed  to  each  separate  set  of 
interrogatories.  Judge  Goddard, 
who  will  hear  the  Government's  mo- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 

FRIED  PHILLTfRUST 
SUIT  SAID  SETTLED 


Philadelphia — Harry  Fried's  suit 
against  Stanley-Warner  and  the 
majors  has  been  settled,  although 
no  one  will  talk  officially  for  the 
record.  The  settlement,  it  was 
learned  yesterday,  resulted  from 
pressure  of  certain  distributors  to 
end  the  court  case  rather  than  enter 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Upholds  Newsreel's  Right 
to  Record  Rehearsing  Ork 

Pathe  News  has  won  a  long  pend- 
ing law  suit  involving  the  recording 
of  music.     Case  was  thrown  out  of 
court  on  Jan.  20  without  having  had 
{Continued  on  Page  9) 

Amkino  Reported  Closing 

After  Drop  in  Business 

Early  dissolution  of  Amkino 
Corp.,  distributor  of  Russian  pic- 
tures in  the  U.  S.,  was  reliably  re- 
ported here  yesterday. 

N.  Napoli,  head  of  Amkino,  re- 
{Continued  on  Page  12) 
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20th  Century-Fox   .  .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK 


Vi 
60y2  1 
75       1 

123/4 

361/g 


8i/2        8i/2      

60 1/2  I6O1/2      

75       175  +  2 

121/2       123/4  +       I/4 

36        361/g  +     y2 


105/a 
15/g 

113/4 


IOV2      105/g    +      l/g 

H/2         15/g       

113/4       113/4       


80        78V2     80  +  Vi 

33/4         33/4         33/4  +  l/8 

47         47         47  —  i/4 
BOND    MARKET 


Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46  101 1/4  101 1/4  101 1/4     

Lcew's   deb.   3V2s46 

Para.    B'way    3s55...   493^     49 Vi     49 Vi   +     Vi 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 Vis47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  86         86         86       +     Vi 
NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone  Corp 1  Vi       1  Vi       1  Vi     

Technicolor    15Vg     14%     15Vg   +     l/g 

Trans-Lux     1  1  1  

Universal  Corp.  vtc...     3           3           3       —     V4 
Universal    Picts 


N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe     Film     7     pfd 100Vil04 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty   6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse.  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s   1st  '57 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 
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New  York  City 
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SECURITY 


Pathe  Not  to  Foreclose 

Producers  Pictures  Claim 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  At  a  meeting  of 
creditors  of  Producers  Pictures 
Corporation  yesterday,  Attorney 
Robert  F.  Benjamin  of  New  York, 
representing  Pathe  Laboratories, 
Inc.  declared  that  Pathe  although  it 
holds  a  first  and  unencumbered  lein 
for  entire  indebtedness  due  it  has 
every  desire  to  help  the  unsecured 
creditors  whose  claims  amount  to 
$40,000.  He  further  stated,  Pathe 
has  no  inclination  to  foreclose  on  its 
security  or  take  any  other  steps 
prejudicial  to  either  the  creditors 
or  officers  of  Producers  Pictures 
Corporation  and  he  denied  a  pub- 
lished report  that  Pathe  is  insisting 
on  Ben  Judell's  withdrawal. 

Creditors'  committee  representing 
Agfa  Cinema  Props  Co.,  Internation- 
al Studio  Equipment,  Inc.,  and  Quig- 
ley  Publications  was  named  to  co- 
operate with  Pathe  in  working  out 
a  favorable  solution  of  present  dif- 
ficulties. Benjamin  stated  that  the 
many  distributors  of  Producers  Pic- 
tures Corp.  have  expressed  their 
anxiety  for  continued  production, 
and  Pathe  therefore  is  considering 
several  proposals  for  these  purposes. 
Pathe  claim  against  Producers 
Pictures  Corp.  represents  $90,000, 
which  is  protected  by  seven  pictures 
already  completed,  of  which  one  is 
"Goose  Step,"  formerly  "Beast  of 
Berlin,"  and  early  grosses  on  the 
picture  are  very  favorable. 


Postpone  Yamins  Dinner; 
Now  Scheduled  in  March 


Boston — Postponement  of  the  Na- 
than Yamins  testimonial  dinner, 
scheduled  for  the  Hotel  Statler  next 
Tuesday,  was  announced  yesterday. 
Yamins,  former  head  of  both  na- 
tional Allied  and  its  New  England 
affiliate,  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  is  now  chairman  of  the  lat- 
ter's  executive  board. 

Morris  Pouzzner  of  Regional  The- 
aters, Frank  Perry  of  Orpheum  The- 
ater, Foxboro,  and  Wilbur  Peterson 
of  Orpheum  Theater,  Somerville, 
the  committee  in  chargre.  indicate 
that  the  testimonial  will  probably 
be  held  early  next  month. 

Yamins  is  now  out  of  town. 


GN  Trustee  Wants  Control 
of  Property  in   England 

Joseph  Dannenberg,  attorney  for 
the  trustee  of  Grand  National,  ex- 
amined F.  G.  Holleran,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  National  City  Bank,  yes- 
terday at  a  hearine  before  Referee 
Peter  B.  Olney.  Holleran  testified 
concerning  a  $25,000  loan  made  to 
the  company. 

On  the  same  day  Referee  Olney 
granted  permission  to  the  trustee 
to  retain  Hollander  &  Bernheimer 
to  obtain  possession,  for  the  trus- 
tee, of  GN  property  in  Great  Brit- 
ain. 


Carroll,  Aherne  Feted 

at  Music  Hall  Reception 

Gus  Eyssell,  Leon  Leonidoff,  R.  V. 
Downing,  Erno  Rapee  and  Russell 
Markert  hosted  a  cocktail  reception 
in  the  studio  apartment  of  the  Ra- 
dio City  Music  Hall  last  evening  for 
Madeleine  Carroll  and  Brian  Aherne, 
stars  of  UA's  "My  Son,  My  Son," 
which  is  soon  to  be  released  na- 
tionally, and  also  set  for  Music  Hall 
showing. 

Among  the  large  representation 
of  local  Film  Row  personalities,  in- 
eluding  the  trade  and  daily  Press, 
were  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  Lynn  Farnol, 
Jack  Alicoate,  John  Herts,  Jr.,  Al 
Margolies,  Sammy  Cohen,  Al  Wil- 
kie,  Don  M.  Mersereau,  Rutgers 
Neilson,  Cal  Swanson,  J.  J.  Mil- 
stein,  Irene  Thirer,  Eileen  Creelman-, 
Radie  Harris,  Chick  Lewis,  Hazel 
Flynn,  Bob  Gillham,  Martin  Starr, 
and   Tom  Wenning. 


Syracuse  IATSE  Local 

Marks  25th  Anniversary 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  —  Local  376, 
IATSE,  went  swank  to  mark  its  25th 
anniversary,  tossing  a  banquet  in 
the  grand  ballroom  of  the  Hotel 
Syracuse.  Event  attracted  nearly 
300. 

Among  those  on  the  dais  were 
Fred  S.  Boukhout,  or  Rochester, 
prexy  of  the  state  projectionists  as- 
sociation; Glenn  Humphreys,  secre- 
tary of  the  10th  district,  IATSE; 
Mayor  Rolland  B.  Marvin,  Fire  Mar- 
shal; Charles  JWilkes  and  officers  of 
the  local. 

Invocation  was  given  by  the  Rev- 
Rrthur  Merriman,  former  exhibitor, 
now  a  leading  Episcopal  rector  here. 
Entertainment  program  included  18 
acts  of  vaude. 


Three  in  Both  Feb.,  March 
From  Warners,  Says  Sears 

Warners  will  release  three  pix 
each  during  February  and  March, 
according  to  the  latest  release 
schedule  announced  by  Grad  Sears. 
Releases  for  February  are: 

"Calling  Philo  Vance,"  3;  "Get 
Your  Gun,"  10;  and  "Castle  on  the 
Hudson,"  17.  There  will  be  no  re- 
lease for  the   24th. 

Set   for   March    are: 

"Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet,"  2; 
"Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish,"  16; 
and  "Virginia  City,"  23. 


Condition  of  Al  Steffes 

Shows  Great  Improvement 

Al  Steffes.  Northwest  Allied  lead- 
er now  confined  to  the  Providence 
Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C,  was  re- 
ported to  be  "greatly  improved" 
yesterday.  Steffes  was  stricken 
while  attending  the  Allied  board 
meeting  last  month. 


Jean  Muir  Leaving  AGVA 

Jean  Muir,  assistant  executive  sec- 
retary of  AGVA,  announced  yester- 
day that  she  is  resigning  that  post 
in  order  to  fulfill  a  contract  for 
Metro  on  the  Coast. 


cominc  MID  G0MG 


;aves    I 


NATE  J.  BLUMBERG,  Universal  prexy,  leaves 
today  for  a  two-week  stay  in  Florida. 

ARTHUR  WILLI,  head  of  RKO's  Eastern  talent 
department,  left  yesterday  for  Hollywood  to 
confer  with  studio  execs. 

W.  C.  VAN  SCHMUS,  managing  direct  of 
the  Music  Hall,  returns  from  the  Coast  shortly, 
where   he   is   vacationing. 

HARVEY  SCRIMMER  is  at  the  Waldorf  for  a 
short   stay   before   returning   to   Hollywood. 

GEORGE  KRASKA,  Boston  exhib..  and  his 
wife,   are  at  the   Edison. 

HELEN  BEVERLY  leaves  for  the  Coast  in  the 
near  future   to   fulfill   a   film   contract. 

HARRY  CAREY  is  here  from  the  Coast  for 
a  visit,  and  will  be  an  honor  guest  at  the 
National   Board  of  Review  luncheon  tomorrow. 

BILL  HEBERT  has  left  for  the  Coast. 

OSCAR  A.  DOOB,  Loew's  exec,  leaves  next 
week  for  a   vacation   in  Palm  Springs. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic  prexy,  re- 
turns to  New  York  Monday  after  holding  sev- 
eral   sales    meets   in    the    Midwest. 

CHARLES  REACAN,  Western  division  manager 
of  Paramount,   is   in  Detroit. 

HARRY  COHN  is  expected  to  arrive  here 
over  the  week-end  from   the  Coast. 

A.  MONTACUE  and  RUBE  JACKTER  were 
scheduled  to  return  to  New  York  last  night 
after  a   business  trip   to   Hollywood. 

JACK  L.  WARNER,  GRAD  SEARS,  CHARLES 
EINFELD,  CARL  LESERMAN,  MORT  BLUMEN- 
STOCK,  ROY  HAINES,  BEN  KALMENSON, 
ARTHUR  SACHSON,  NORMAN  MORAY,  MIT- 
CHELL RAWSON  and  LEE  BLUMBERC  leave 
New  York   tonight  for  Chicago. 


Montreal  Exhib.  Again 

Admits  Children;  Fined 

Montreal — Minimum  sentence  of 
$50  and  no  costs,  or  one  month  in 
jail,  was  imposed  on  George  Capad- 
retes,  owner  of  the  Cameo  Theater, 
when  he  pleaded  guilty  before  Re- 
corder Leonce  Plante  to  admitting 
children  less  than  16  years  of  age 
to  a  motion  picture  hall.  The  rec- 
ord showed  that  Capadretes  was 
convicted  for  the  same  offense  last 
December.  Accused  was  allowed  un- 
til Feb.  15  to  pay  the  fine. 

"Light"  Set  for  Radio 

Ronald  Colman,  Ida  Lupino  and 
Murial  Angelus  will  appear  in  a  ra- 
dio version  of  "The  Light  That 
Failed"  on  the  Maxwell  House  pro- 
gram on  Feb.  8,  portraying  the  same 
rolls  in  which  they  appeared  in 
Paramount's  screen  version. 


Two  More  Keaton  Shorts 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Buster  Keaton  has 
been  signed  by  Columbia  to  appear 
in  two  more"  comedy  shorts  for  re- 
lease this  season.  This  will  bring 
the  actor's  current  series  to  four  for 
the  company.  He  will  also  super- 
vise production  of  the  new  tab  reels. 


Wanted — Original  negative  on  South 
American  cities,  agriculture  and  in- 
dustries. CHelsea  2-0698,  Roger 
Barlow. 


LITTLE  OLD  NEW  YORK  "AT  MIAMI 
PREMIERE  HAILED  AS  OUTSTAND- 
ING 1940  GROSSER  AND  WORTHY 
OF  ROAD-SHOW  PRICES  RY 
CIRCUIT  HEAD  SIDNEY  MEYER 
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SEE  KNOCKDOWN  FIGHT 
OVER  INTERROGATORIES 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 

tion,  is  slated  to  act  as  trial  judge 
in  the   suit. 

The  move  appeared  to  be  a  com- 
plete surprise  to  attorneys  for  the 
majors,  several  of  whom  stated  that 
thev  were  nonplussed  because  of  the 
action  taken.  It  is  understood  that 
combined  interrogatories  have  been 
prepared  by  the  majors  with  a  view 
toward  reaching  a  compromise  with 
the  Government.  Neither  the  Gov- 
ernment or  attorneys  for  the  defen- 
dants would  comment  further  on 
the  Government's  action  which  indi- 
cates a  knock-down  fight  before  the 
question  is  finally  straightened  out. 

Points  on  which  the  Government 
asks  to  be  excused  from  answering 
the  major's  queries  are  as  follows: 
That  the  interrogatories  are  im- 
material, and  irrelevant;  that  they 
ask  for  evidence  which  has  been  ac- 
quired after  filing  of  the  demand; 
that  they  are  hearsay  and  seek  to 
classify  evidence  not  within  the 
pleadings;  that  they  call  for  near 
expressions  of  opinion  and  not  facts; 
and  that  they  require  the  furnishing 
of  names    of   probable   witnesses. 

In  addition,  the  Government  claims 
that  the  interrogatories  would  limit 
Government  evidence,  while  in  no  way 
materially  aiding  the  defendants  in 
the  preparation  of  their  case.  Final- 
ly the  Government  claims  that  the 
interrogatories  would  prove  to  be  an 
unreasonable  burden  on  both  the  D 
of  J  and  the  Court  and,  consequently, 
a  violation  of  the  Federal  rules  of 
civil  procedure. 


Montiel  Faces  Charge 

Mobile,  Ala.  —  Manager  of  the 
Saenger  theater,  indicted  on  a  lot- 
tery charge  in  connection  with  op- 
eration of  a  theater  game,  is  Ricardo 
Montiel,  not  a  Ricardo  Cortez,  as 
first  reported. 


Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 

to   the   following  on   their  birthdays: 

FEBRUARY   2 

Hyman  Silverman  Ethel    Doherty 


Burton    Lane 
Frank    Zucker 


Mary    Carlisle 
Pat   H.    Harman 


Frank    Albertson 
Benny    Rubin 

FEBRUARY   3 

James    A.    Starr 
Milton    Silver 


FEBRUARY   4 
Nate    H.    Blumberg  Nigel   Bruce 


Albert  Margolies 


Pat  Dowling 


4LCN6  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 

T  ▼  ▼ 


•  •  •  OUT  of  Richmond,  Va.,  comes  an  editorial  from  the  Times- 
Dispatch anent    the    fact    that    Edith    Lindeman,    that    newspaper's 

film  critic was  one  of  the  six  American  motion  picture  appraisers 

to  pick  nine  of  the  "Ten  Best"  in  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  1939  poll 

The  Times-Dispatch  is  justifiably  proud  of  its  reviewer's  prowess  at  pix- 
picking and  then  goes  on  to  assert  some  points  re  the  construc- 
tive functions  of  film  critics Salient  among  the  observations  is  that 

pix  reviewers  "are  gentler  with  the  bad  pictures  than  dramatic  critics 
have  ever  been  with  bad  plays,  although  perhaps  the  newspapers'  first 
nighters  have  always  been  too  rough  on  the  stage".  .  .  .and  adds, — 
"Even  today,  with  the  greatest  of  ease,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  kill  off 
an  entire  cast  with  a  clever  phrase" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      #     THEN  declares  the  editorial: "The  movie  critics 

let  the  producers  off  lightly  sometimes,  but  they  do  not  let  their 

audiences  down They  have  developed  a  great  deal  of  insight 

into  the  cinematic  art,  and  they  give  their  readers  the  benefit  of 
their  technical  knowledge Like  Miss  Lindeman,  other  mo- 
tion picture  critics  have  made  their  regular  pilgrimages  to  Holly- 
wood, to  see  what  really  goes  into  the  making  of  a  picture 

When  they  go  into  the  theater,  their  practiced  eyes  look  for  the 
fine  points  that  make  the  difference  between  a  good  picture  and  a 
poor  one" 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  CONTINUING,  the  Times-Dispatch  asserts: "Poor  film- 
ing  can   destroy   a   masterpiece,   even   if   the   cast   happens   to   be   of   a 

high  order  of  ability On  the  other  hand,  it  is  rare  that  we  see  a 

picture  distinguished  by  outstanding  photography,  that  doesn't  rank  high 
in  other  respects  also The  detailed  criticism  that  the  motion  pic- 
tures have  gotten  from  their  critics  in  recent  years  have  helped  them  to 

grow The  encouraging   thing  is  that  the   best   pictures   now  being 

produced    are    usually    getting    the    largest    audiences The    critics 

have  helped  the  appreciative  faculties  of  the  audiences  so  that  the  pro- 
ducers need  no  longer  be  afraid  of  putting  their  best  into  a  production" 

— all  of  which  are  pretty  astute  observations  which  indeed  merit 

not  attention  merely but  a  spot  of  serious  meditation 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  GEORGE  Kraska,  major  domo  of  the  Art  Cinema  Guild 
and  Fine  Arts  Theater  of  Boston blew  into  town  yes'day  ac- 
companied by  the  Missus Heralding  George's  arrival  was  a 

note  to  this  desk  saying: "I  am  coming  to  New  York  with 

Mrs.  Kraska  to  celebrate  our  25th  wedding  anniversary buy- 
ing films" which,  to  say  the  least,  is  a  right   business-like 

way  of  celebratin' They're  at  the  Hotel  Edison.  .  .     •   Add 

to  the  industry's  lists  of  clever  concoctions Jack  D.   (Ten-O- 

Win  Amusement  Co.)  Marpole's  announcement  of  the  birth  of  his 
brand  new  daughter,  Jacklyn  Alma,  in  Frisco.  .  .     •   Liberman 

Flag  and  Valance  Co.,  now  located  o'er  at  71  Fifth  Ave 

fashioned  that  swell  "Grapes  of  Wrath"  banner  for  the  Rivoli  run. 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      THANX  to  Ray  Bell  of  Loew's  Washington  Theaters 

for  the  Jan.  29  Congressional  Record-Senate whose  Page  1136  con- 
tains Senator  Barkley's  tribute  from  the  floor  to  Olivia  de  Havilland 

on  the  occasion  of  her  visit  to  the  Senate's  family  gallery during 

the    recent    hegira    of    pix    stars    to    the    nation's    capital    for    President 

Roosevelt's  Birthday  festivities It   all   came  about,   we   understand, 

via  the  astuteness  of  Carter  Barron to  whom  we  lift  a  respectful 

lid 


«       «       « 
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FRIED  PHILLY  TRUST 
SUIT  SAID  SETTLED 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
into  a   prolonged,   expensive,  litiga- 
tion. 

It  is  believed  that  when  distk  a- 
tor  attorneys  got  together  here  re- 
cently to  discuss  the  case,  certain 
of  them  in  no  uncertain  terms,  said 
they  preferred  a  settlement,  rather 
than  a  costly  suit. 

As  a  result,  Fried,  who  has  the 
Suburban,  Ardmore,  gets  Paramount 
and  Columbia  product,  in  addition 
to  20th  Century-Fox,  which  he  has. 
Paramount  and  Columbia  pictures 
had  been  played  in  the  Stanley-War- 
ner Ardmore.  Both  the  Ardmore 
and  the  Suburban  are  in  opposition 
and  have  the  same  run,  seven  days 
after  69th  Street,  and  which  is  28 
days   after  first-run   Philadelphia. 

In  addition,  Fried's  Anthony 
Wayne,  at  Wayne,  on  the  main  line, 
is  getting  the  same  run  as  his  Sub- 
urban and  the  Ardmore.  Fried's 
Seville,  Bryn  Mawr;  in  between  Ard- 
more and  Wayne,  will  play  seven 
days  after  Ardmore  and  Wayne. 

These  are  reported  to  be  the  main 
concessions  from  the  distributors. 
The  results  will  be  two-fold  here,  it 
is  thought.  Exhibitors,  who  have 
brought  similar  actions,  think  that 
they,  too,  may  be  given  concessions 
in  order  to  prevent  further  litiga- 
tion, while  on  the  other  hand,  ex- 
hibitors who  have  been  trying  to  set- 
tle problems  through  mediation  are 
expected  to  file  their  cases  in  court, 
hoping  settlement  may  follow. 

This  is  but  one  of  a  series  of  set- 
tlements in  this  area.  Among  the 
others  were  the  Herb  Elliott-Fern 
Rock  case,  the  William  Goldman  is- 
sue (which  never  reached  court), 
the  Erlen  case  (which  never  reached 
court),  the  Shapiro  case,  recently 
postponed,  but  which  many  believe 
will  be  settled. 


Col.  Salmon  Recovering 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  —  Col.  Nathan 
Salmon,  who  has  undergone  two  ma- 
jor operations  recently  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic,  is  expected  to  return  to  Santa 
Fe  in  about  a  month,  according  to 
Col.  E.  John  Greer,  his  son-in-law 
who  has  returned  from  Rochester. 
Col.  Salmon  is  owner  of  the  theater 
here. 


Reunion  In  IV.  Y. 

Actor  Harry  Carey  should  feel  right 
at  home  during  the  National  Board  of 
Review's  25th  Annual  Luncheon  tomor- 
row, since  he  will  have  the  same  gavel 
before  him  which  he  used  in  his  role 
of  Vice-President  of  the  U.  S.  in  Co- 
lumbia's "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washing- 
ton." Carey  will  take  part  in  the  formal 
awarding  of  the  Board's  "Ten  Best" 
prizes  at  the  luncheon,  which  climaxes 
the  three-day  conclave  in  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania.  The  gavel  was  one  of 
the  prizes  presented  by  various  pix  com- 
panies  to   the   Board's   junior  groups. 
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WARNER  EXECS.  LEAVE 
FOR  CHI.  SALES  MEET 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

called  by  Sears.  Conclave  will  be 
J     1  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel. 

Vlans  for  the  merchandising  of 
Warners'  features  currently  in  re- 
lease and  scheduled  for  release  dur- 
ing the  balance  of  the  1939-40  sea- 
son will  be  discussed. 

Leaving  here  in  addition  will  be: 

Carl  Leserman,  assistant  general 
sales  manager;  Mort  Blumenstock,  in 
charge  of  advertising  and  publicity 
in  the  East;  Roy  Haines,  Eastern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager;  Ben  Kal- 
menson,  Western  and  Southern  sales 
manager;  Arthur  Sachson,  sales  de- 
partment executive;  Norman  Moray, 
Vitaphone  sales  manager;  Mitchell 
Rawson,  Eastern  publicity  manager, 
and  Lee  Blumberg. 

District  managers  from  over  the 
country,  who  will  attend  are: 

Ed  M.  Schnitzer,  Eastern  District  with 
headquarters  in  New  York ;  R.  Smeltzer,  Cen- 
tral District  with  headquarters  in  Washington ; 
Rud  Lohrenz,  Midwest  District  with  head- 
quarters in  Chicago ;  James  Winn,  Prairie 
District  with  headquarters  in  Kansas  City ; 
Fred  M.  Jack,  Southern  District  with  head- 
quarters in  Dallas ;  Henry  Herbel,  West  Coast 
District  with  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles ; 
W.  Cohen,  Canadian  District  with  head- 
quarters   in    Toronto. 


A  "£MU"  from  "JMs 


By  RALPH  WILK 


"  SEE  NEELY  MEASURE 
REGIMENTATION  MOVE 


"The   Sea   Hawk"   Starts 

'"T^HE  SEA  HAWK,"  one  of  the 
most  ambitious  pictures  planned 
by  Warners  in  years,  is  now  in 
production  under  supervision  of 
Hal  B.  Wallis,  executive  produc- 
er. Heading  its  cast  are  Errol  Flynn, 
Brenda  Marshall,  Claude  Rains,  Flora 
Robson,  Una  O'Connor,  Donald  Crisp, 
Montagu  Love,  Henry  Daniell,  James 
Stephenson  and  William  Lundigan. 
Michael   Curtiz  is   the  director. 

Requirements  of  the  pix  have 
necessitated  the  building  of  20  sets, 
many  enormous.  Program  also  called 
for  revamping  of  several  back  lot 
streets. 

T  ▼  T 

Bromfield  Story  to  Metro 

Metro  has  acquired  rights  to  Louis 
Bromfield's  story,  "A  Night  in  Bom- 
bay," published  serially  in  Cosmo- 
politan under  the  title  "Bombay 
Nights." 

T  T  T 

Two  Signed  for  "Our  Town" 

Ruth  Tobey,  10-year-old  starlet, 
has  been  engaged  by  Sol  Lesser  to 
play   the   role   of  Rebecca   Gibbs   in 


HOLLYWOOD  the  screen  version  of  Thornton  Wild- 
er's  "Our  Town."  Another  cast  note 
on  the  "Our  Town"  lot  is  that  of 
Dore  Merande  as  Mrs.  Soames. 


Schildkraut  Declines  BIP  Bid 

Joseph  Schildkraut  is  another  of 
Hollywood's  contingent  to  be  invited 
overseas  for  picture  making,  despite 
war  conditions.  Schildkraut's  offer 
comes  from  BIP  for  appearance  in 
"White  Paper,"  British  film,  which 
will  be  produced  in  London  under 
government  supervision.  Pending 
studio  commitments  in  this  country 
will  prevent  Schildkraut  from  ac- 
cepting the  offer. 


Foote  Sought  as  Dramatist 

The  rather  unusual  chore,  for  a 
screen  scenarist,  of  dramatizing  a 
book  for  the  stage  has  been  offered 
Metro's  scrivener  Bradbury  Foote, 
who  collaborated  on  the  writing  of 
"Edison  the  Man."  Foote  has  been 
approached  for  the  job  of  dramatiz- 
ing Charles  Graham's  book,  "Vine- 
gar and  Honey,"  for  Broadway  pro- 
duction by  Al  Woods  next  Fall. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

Neely     bill,     now     awaiting    House . 
committee   action   at  Washington. 

Action  of  the  unit  was  predicated 
on  the  conviction  that  its  passage 
would  mean  further  regimentation 
of  the  film  industry.  Proper  ap- 
proach for  correction  of  any  indus- 
try abuses  is  action  by  those  within 
the  industry,  the  unit  affirms. 

Some  80  theater  owners  and  op- 
erators from  key  spots  in  Oregon 
and  from  centers  in  Washington 
along  the  Columbia  River  attended 
the  parley. 

James  Hone,  managing  secretary 
of  the  Washington  unit,  in  his  brief 
address  talked  on  adverse  legisla- 
tion, including  the  Neely  bill. 

Named  as  Oregon  representatives 
to  the  Coast  meeting  to  be  held  in 
Los  Angeles  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day were  Bob  White,  of  the  Bob 
White  Theaters,  Portland,  and  Wes 
Johnson  of  the  Helig  Theater, 
Eugene.  Other  board  members  may 
attend  as  well. 

Pledges  from  some  85  independent 
theaters  are  now  on  the  Oregon 
membership  rolls  of  the  P.C.C.I.T.O. 
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GOV'T  MAKING  MONEY 
ON  TRUST  SUIT  DRIVE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
linois  Agricultural  Association  at  the 
Stevens  Hotel,  his  subject  being, 
"The  Anti-Trust  Laws  and  Agricul- 
ture." While  he  asserted,  "Of  course, 
we  are  not  running  the  Division  to 
collect  fines,"  he  was  most  emphatic 
in  stressing  that  during  the  last 
four  years  it  has  become  "not  an  ex- 
pense but  a  revenue  to  the  Govern- 
ment." 

Arnold  approached  this  unusual 
angle  towards  the  close  of  his  ad- 
dress.    He  said: 

"I  am  aware  of  the  drive  for  bal- 
ancing the  budget,"  Arnold  declared." 
"Therefore,  I  want  explicitly  to  point 
out  that  the  Anti-Trust  Division  is 
not  an  expense  but  a  revenue  to  the 
Government.  Let  me  illustrate  the  dif- 
ference in  expense  between  enforce- 
ment and  non-enforcement.  From 
ly^y  to  1936  the  Anti-Trust  Division 
spent  about  $300,000  a  year.  That 
small  organization,  occupied  with 
the  31  Acts  which  are  related  to  the 
anti-trust  problem,  collected  $73,000 
in  lines  during  that  period. 

"Last  year  the  Anti-Trust  Divi- 
sion was  given  $1,300,000.  Six 
months  of  tnat  year  have  gone  by 
and  approximately  half  of  that  ap- 
propriation has  been  spent— about 
$700,000.  We  have  already  collected 
$2,400,000  in  fines  and  we  have  a 
potential  of  $5,000,000  more.  Of 
course,  we  -are  not  running  the  Di- 
vision to  collect  fines,  but  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  types  of 
enforcement  as  a  narrow^  budget  bal- 
ancing matter  are  strikingly  illus- 
trated by  these  figures.1  If  you  don't 
want  anti-trust  enforcement  you  can 
always  get  non-enforcement  by  pay- 
ing lip  service  to  the  principles  and 
cutting  down  appropriations,  but 
your  excuse  can  never  be  economy 
because  the  Anti-Trust  Division  pays 
revenue  into  the  Treasury  instead 
of  taking  it  away." 

Elsewhere  in  his  addrses  Arnold 
developed  his  anti-trust  method  of 
investigating  and  acting  on  one  in- 
dustry at  a  time. 

"You  cannot  solve  the  problems 
of  the  distribution  of  steel  by  the 
same  kind  of  organization  necessary 
for  the  effective  distribution  of  mov- 
ing pictures,"  he  pointed  out.  "You 
cannot  find  out  how  reasonably  to 
govern  the  use  of  patents  on  glass 
food  containers  by  studying  the  dis- 
tribution of  nitrogen  by  the  Allied 
Chemical  Company." 


\  REVIEWS  Of  THE  HEUJ  f ILfllS  :< 


To  Rebuild  Alvarado 

Fort  Worth,  Texas — The  Alvarado 
Theater,  at  Alvarado,  near  Fort 
Worth,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
of  unknown  origin,  is  to  be  rebuilt 
immediately,  according  to  W.  M. 
Barnes,  manager.  Loss  to  theater 
was  estimated  at  $20,000. 


"Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic 
Bullet" 

with  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Ruth  Gordon, 

Otto   Kruger 

Warners        -  103  Mins. 

BRILLIANTLY  CONCEIVED,  SUPERBLY 
PRODUCED  AND  MASTERFULLY  ACTED, 
THIS  FILM  SHOULD  TAKE  RANK  AS  ONE 
OF  THE  FINEST  PICTURES  OF  THIS  OR 
ANY  YEAR. 

Exhibitors  and  the  public  alike  will  long 
remember  this  picture.  It  is  one  of  the 
finest  screen  presentations  of  this  or  any 
year;  a  delicate  subject  has  been  handled 
with  ultimate  finesse  to  make  it  completely 
absorbing  drama  at  its  best;  it  should  com- 
pletely grip  any  audience  from  beginning 
to  end;  it  affords  Edward  G.  Robinson 
probably  the  finest  screen  role  «f  his 
career,  and  he  gives  what  many  will  term 
the  finest  performance  of  his  career;  and 
it  adds  new  laurels  to  the  Warner  Bros.' 
standard,  as  well  as  representing  a  great 
achievement  for  everybody  connected  with 
the  picture.  The  picture  readily  lends 
itself  to  dramatic  exploitation  as  it  is  truly 
one  of  the  great  episodes  in  the  crusading 
history  of  medicine.  No  audience  can  fail 
to  be  stirred  and  thrilled  by  the  screen 
story  of  this  particular  episode  of  medical 
history  which  Warners  present.  Jack  L. 
Warner,  Hal  B.  Wallis  and  Wolfgang  Rein- 
hardt  deserve  praise  for  their  production 
roles;  William  Dieterle  directs  the  film 
with  consummate  skill,  never  allowing  a  scene 
to  be  overplayed  or  forced,  never  losing 
the  dramatic  thread  of  the  story,  and  sub- 
limating the  actors  themselves  to  the  story 
as  it  is  greater  than  they  are,  and  John 
Huston,  Heinz  Herald  and  Norman  Burn- 
side  rate  laurels  for  their  deftly  conceived 
and  executed  screenplay.  Robinson's  per- 
formance could  not  be  surpassed,  his  make- 
up throughout  the  picture  is  perfect  and 
the  shading  he  brings  to  his  performance 
leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  Ruth  Gor- 
don is  fine  as  his  wife.  Otto  Kruger  is 
excellent  as  his  friend  and  collaborator; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  cast,  including 
Donald  Crisp,  Maria  Ouspenskaya,  Montagu 
Love,  Sig  Rumann,  Donald  Meek,  Albert 
Basserman  and  Edward  Norris,  give  splen- 
did characterizations  in  supporting  roles. 
The  story  itself  tells  the  history  of  Dr. 
Ehrlich  and  his  accomplishments,  achieved 
only  after  struggling  against  scorn,  ignor- 
ance, intolerance,  prejudice,  jealousy,  lack 
of  funds  and  other  obstacles  that  would 
defeat  a  man  without  a  purpose.  Each 
episode  in  Ehrlich's  life  that  leads  to  a 
new  discovery  has  tremendous  dramatic 
power,  but  the  drama  of  the  story  as  a 
whole  remains  strong  throughout.  Ehrlich's 
vindication  and  complete  triumph  in  his 
greatest  fight  gives  the  film  a  splendid 
climax,  and  his  death  shortly  thereafter 
will  leave  audiences  in  tears,  and  they  will 
leave  the  theater  knowing  that  they  have 
seen  a  picture  of  a  great  man,  truly  painted 
with  sincerity  and  truth,  who  lived  and 
died  to  better  humanity. 

CAST:  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Ruth  Gordon, 
Otto  Kruger,  Donald  Crisp,  Maria  Ouspens- 
kaya, Montagu  Love,  Sig  Rumann,  Donald 
Meek,  Henry  O'Neill,  Albert  Basserman, 
Edward     Norris,     Harry     Davenport,    Louis 


"The  Saint's  Double 
Trouble" 

with    George    Sanders,    Jonathan    Hale 
RKO  68  Mins. 

MYSTERY  MELLER  HAS  PLENTY  OF 
ACTION  AND  SUSPENSE  FOR  GENERAL 
TRADE. 

The  latest  in  the  Saint  series  to  come 
from  the  RKO  studios  is  a  good  mystery 
meller  for  general  consumption.  George 
Sanders  portrays  the  well  known  Leslie 
Charteris  character  once  again  with  his 
customary  suavity,  and  in  addition,  he 
doubles  for  himself  as  a  crook  who  poses 
as  the  Saint.  Remainder  of  the  cast  is 
adequate,  including  Jonathan  Hale  as  the 
English  police  inspector,  Helene  Whitney, 
Bela  Lugosi  and  Thomas  W.  Ross.  Picture 
fails  to  live  up  to  the  full  possibilities 
of  the  story  through  a  slightly  muddled 
script,  and  several  situations  that  are  trite. 
Sanders  pays  a  visit  to  this  country,  goes 
to  Philadelphia,  and  presto,  murder  has 
been  done  by  his  double  and  he  is  charged 
with  the  crime  because  a  card  is  left  on 
the  body  with  the  Saint's  signature.  Sand- 
ers meets  Hale  and  convinces  him  he  is 
not  the  murderer.  Ross  is  also  murdered 
by  the  gang,  who  have  smuggled  diamonds 
into  the  country  via  a  mummy  sent  to  Ross. 
Sanders  gets  himself  into  a  number  of 
tight  spots,  but  manages  to  ease  out  of 
them  with  a  whole  skin  as  he  cleverly 
breaks  up  the  gang  and  gets  his  double 
shot  by  the  police. 

CAST:  George  Sanders,  Helene  Whitney, 
Jonathan  Hale,  Bela  Lugosi,  Donald  Mac- 
Bride,  John  F.  Hamilton,  Thomas  W.  Ross, 
Elliott  Sullivan. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Cliff  Reid;  Direc- 
tor, Jack  Hively;  Screenplay,  Ben  Holmes; 
From  a  stffi-y  by  Leslie  Charteris;  Camera- 
man, J.   Roy   Hunt;  Editor,  Theron  Warth. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Projectionist  Burned 

Des  Moines,  la. — A  fire  in  the 
projection  booth  at  the  Tri-States 
downtown  Garden  theater  caused 
serious  injury  to  the  operator,  Tom 
Warner,  66,  who  suffered  second  de- 
gree burns. 


Calhern,  Louis  Jean  Heydt,  Charles  Halton, 
Irving  Bacon,  Douglas  Wood,  Theodor  Von 
Eltz,   Hermine   Sterler. 

CREDITS:  In  Charge  of  Production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B. 
Wallis;  Associate  Producer,  Wolfgang 
Reinhardt;  Director,  William  Dieterle; 
Screenplay,  John  Huston,  Heinz  Herald, 
Norman  Burnside;  Based  upon  original  bio- 
graphical material  in  the  possession  of  Dr. 
Ehrlich's  family;  Dialogue  Director,  Irving 
Rapper;  Cameraman,  James  Wong  Howe; 
Art  Director,  Carl  Jules  Weyl;  Film  Editor, 
Warren  Low;  Special  Microscopic  Effects, 
Robert  Burks. 

DIRECTION,  Brilliant.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Excellent. 


*  SHORTS  * 


"Bowling  Skill" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Interesting  Sport  Reel 

By  actual  count  there  are  supposed 
to  be  more  bowlers  in  this  country 
than  golf  players  and  tennis  players 
combined,  so  this  reel  should  have 
a  wide  audience  value.  It  shows  bowl- 
ing on  the  green,  duck  pin  bowling 
and  bowling  with  the  standard  size 
equipment.  It  also  shows  a  new  Hol- 
lywood alley  that  is  the  largest  in 
the  world.  Gene  Gagliardi,  world's 
champion  bowler,  does  some  amazing 
tricks  with  the  hefty  bowling  balls 
to  wind  up  the  reel.  Ted  Husing  is 
the  narrator. 


"Shakespearean  Spinach" 

Paramount  7  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

This  irresistible  Pop  Eye  manages 
to  defeat  Bluto  again  in  this  short 
with  aid  of  his  trusty  spinach.  The 
audiences  who  enjoy  Pop  Eye  will 
get  a  kick  out  of  the  reel.  Pop  Eye 
and  Olive  are  appearing  as  Romeo 
and  Juliet  on  the  stage.  Bluto  at- 
tempts to  gum  up  the  works,  but  he 
gets  his  just  deserts  before  Pop 
Eye  finishes  with  him. 


Kay  Theaters  to  Operate 
New  Film  House  in  Bronx 

David  Berk  and  J.  Krumgold,  the- 
ater real  estate  brokers,  1501  Broad- 
way, have  consummated  for  the  New 
Era  Management  Corp.,  Dr.  B.  A. 
Kantrowitz,  president,  a  21-year 
lease  for  a  new  motion  picture  the- 
ater to  be  erected  at  85-89  Hugh  J. 
Grant  Circle,  Bromjfc,  at  an  aggregate 
rental  of  over  $250,000.  /^  This  lease 
has  been  made-to  Kay  Theaters,  Inc. 
George  Kleinman,  treasurer,  was 
represented  by  Attorney  Moses  H. 
Hoenig.  New  Era's  counsel  was 
Max  E.  Lynne. 

The  location  for  the  new  theater 
is  directly  opposite  Metropolitan 
Ave.,  which  is  the  proposed  main 
thoroughfare  through  the  new  Met- 
ropolitan Housing  Development,  and 
directly  at  the  IRT  station  of  the 
Hugh  J.  Grant  Circle. 

Plans  call  for  a  stadium  type  the- 
ater, with  additional  equipment  an- 
ticipating television  broadcasts.  The 
lobby  is  being  designed  with  an  all- 
glass  entrance.  Theater  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  about  June  1  of  this 
year.  Charles  A.  Sandblom  of  145 
W.  45th  St.,  is  the  architect. 


STORKS! 


Santa  Fe,  N.  M. — A  7-pound  son 
was  born  to  Frank  Mahboub  man- 
ager of  the  three  Gibraltar  Theaters 
here. 


'"  H()lilx 


sv.  ^ 


tiiv- 


i.hot\° 


n\'\ 


X>m 


^ 


v 


^v 


tail    it    ^  %utHi 


01  H 


COV 


■-'  «ask 


«tg,    *  * 


I'l 


'  ^'1   th 


*<*<1 


ffc4£ 


A  late  ^ 


she 


-»>^W^C 


I  m 


ake  the  £•  ***  av  **$D'A\ 


fc 


'lr>K-fish  to  ^ 
"mtbe. 


*s 


"^ 


f  crab?      ^ 


YOUR  BOX  OFFICE  THE  GATEWAY  TO  ADVENTURE 

loLfiliU. . .  .The  most  amazing  thrills  ever  lived,  from  the  most 
imagination-stirring  story  ever  written! . .  .Shipwrecked  by  tidal 
wave!. ..Saved  by  a  raft  of  barrels  flung  up  on  uncharted  shores 
...Carving  a  new  life  among  the  strange  terrors  and  bounties  of  a 
South  Seas  paradise,  where  man  had  never  stepped  before!... 
THAT'S  MAGIC— escape  to  the  golden  land  of  nowhere.. .A  B/G* 
SHOW  made  for  the  movie  millions  who  know  what  they  want! 


GENE  TOW 

presents 


WITH 


THOMAS  MITCHELL  •  EDNA  BES1 
FREDDIE  BARTHOLOMEW  • 
TERRY  KILBURN  •  TIM  HOLT 
BABY  BOBBY  QUILLAN 

DIRECTED  BY  EDWARD  LUDWIG 

PRODUCED      BY 

GENE  TOWNE  ,w  GRAHAM  BAKER 


SCREEN   FLAT   if  NALTEt   FEBB1 S. 
GENE    TOWNE    and   CIAIA*    BARER 
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UPHOLDS  NEWSREEL 
RIGHT  TO  RECORD 


BrazilJSecomes  BesttU.»$.^FilmAMart 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
any  publicity,  although  the  case  is 
coi.  _£red  important. 

In  1938,  Pathe  News  shot  scenes 
at  the  rehearsal  of  the  annual  Cir- 
cus Saints  &  Sinners  banquet.  An 
orchestra  headed  by  Floyd  Hynes 
played  for  the  rehearsal  and  the 
music  was  recorded  on  the  news 
shots  which  were  incorporated  into 
a  regular  newsreel  release.  Hynes 
then  brought  suit  against  Pathe, 
seeking  $20  per  musician  on  the 
grounds  that  the  music  was  used 
in  a  motion  picture. 

Following  a  trial  in  a  municipal 
court  on  Jan.  11,  1939,  the  case  was 
dismissed  and  Hynes  took  it  to  the 
Appellate  Term  of  the  N.  Y.  Su- 
preme Court  which  affirmed  the  ac- 
tion of  the  lower  court.  The  Ap- 
pellate Division  also  denied  a  mo- 
tion for  a  re-hearing.  Pathe  this 
week  was  paid  $56  costs  by  Hynes' 
attorney,  Harry  Sacher. 

In  arguing  the  case,  Pathe  at- 
torneys asked  the  plaintiffs  if  a 
shot  were  taken  of  a  parade  whether 
all  the  members  of  the  marching 
band  should  be  paid  because  the 
newsreel  photographed  it.  The 
plaintiffs  declared  the  bandsmen 
should  be  paid,  but  the  court  did 
not  agree. 


as  U.  K.  Imports  Show  Slump  of  50% 


B  b  K,  Chi.  Radio  Stations 
Swap  Air  Time  for  Trailers 

Chicago — B  &  K  has  closed  an- 
other swap  deal  with  stations 
WIND  and  WJJD,  the  arrangement 
closely  paralleling  that  in  effect  last 
summer.  It  provides  for  the  two 
stations  carrying  spot  announce- 
ments daily  plugging  current  pix 
at  B  &  K  houses  throughuot  the  lo- 
cal metropolitan  area.  In  return, 
all  B  &  K  houses  will  run  a  daily 
trailer  at  each  performance  advis- 
ing film  fans  of  the  broadcast  ser- 
vice and  also  carrying  station  slo- 
gans. 

Deal  last  summer  enabled  B  &  K 
to  use  a  spot  campaign  to  plug  its 
cool  theaters. 


Hubbard  Associate  Producer 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Lucien  Hubbard, 
formerly  with  M-G-M,  Warners  and 
Paramount,  has  been  made  an  asso- 
ciate producer  at  20th  Century-Fox. 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  studio  chief, 
further  revealed  plans  for  a  reas- 
signment of  product  under  which 
Sol  M.  Wurtzel  will  be  associated 
with  a  greater  number  of  important 
productions.  In  line  with  Zanuck's 
New  reassignment  program,  Ralph 
Dietrich  and  Walter  Moroseo,  pro- 
duction assistants,  were  elevated  to 
full  rank  associate  producers.  Their 
first  assignment  will  be  to  produce 
jointly  the  next  "Cisco  Kid"  and 
"Charlie  Chan"  productions. 


alent  to  27,600,000  linear  feet. 

Secondly,  Brazil  replaces  the 
United  Kingdom  as  the  largest 
consumer  of  American  films  in 
point  of  footage,  the  South 
American  republic  importing 
14,119,038  linear  feet  of  posi- 
tive and  negative  with  a  $268,065 
valuation  as  compared  with  13,- 
078,753  linear  feet  valued  at 
$255,953  in   1938. 

Thirdly,   all   types   of   motion 
picture  equipment  exports  show 
a  marked  decline  during  1939. 
A  total  of  160,582,315  linear  feet 
of     motion     picture     entertainment 
films,  with  a  declared  value  of  $3,- 
400,657  were  exported  during  all  of 
1939   as  compared  with   188,237,129 
linear    feet    valued    at    $4,268,818. 
(Valuation    figures     should    not    be 
confused     with     film     remittances. 
Valuation  is  based  upon  raw  stock 
film  costs). 

Positive  Sound  Negative  Off  18.9% 
Exports  of  sound  negative  dropped 
in  1939  4.3  per  cent,  going  from  8,- 
498,012  in  1938  to  8,079,437  last 
year.  Comparative  values  are  $300,- 
351  and  $339,602.  Positive  sound 
slumped  from  186,739,117,  valued 
at  $3,968,467  in  1938,  to  152,502,878 
feet,  valued  at  $3,061,055,  a  percent- 
age fall  of  18.9. 

Exports  of  Amei'ican  motion  pic- 
ture positive  sound  film  to  the  10 
leading  markets  of  the  world  during 
1939  were,  according  to  Golden,  in 
the  following  order.  First,  Brazil, 
as  stated. 

Argentina  follows  closely  with  13,- 
588,743  feet  of  American  films  with 
a  value  of  $227,433  for  the  twelve 
months  of  1939  as  compared  with 
14,307,290  feet  valued  at  $242,263 
during  1938.  Mexico,  as  in  1938, 
remains  in  third  position  among  the 
consumers  of  American  films.  Dur- 
ing 1939,  8,785,001  linear  feet  of 
film  valued  at  $265,252  were  ex- 
ported to  this  market,  as  compared 
with  9,091,383  feet  with  a  declared 
value  of  $265,884  during  1938. 
U.  K.  Imports  Down  50% 
U.  K.'s  imports  of  positive  and 
negative  motion  pictures  from  the 
Unitde  States  during  1939  show 
more  than  a  50  per  cent  decrease 
which  reflects  itself  primarily  in 
positive  imports  since  negative  im- 
ports show  an  increase. 

During  1939,  6,692,205  linear  feet 
of  positive  film  were  exported  to 
the  United  Kingdom  with  a  value 
of  $149,838,  as  compared  with  14,- 
359,042  feet  valued  at  $380,040  dur- 
ing 1939.  Negative  film  for  the  year 
1939  increased  by  500,000  feet,  there 
being  shipped  1,923,884  feet  of  nega- 
tive film  valued  at  $71,108  as  com- 
pared with  1,407,974  feet  valued  at 
$54,892  for  the  year  1938. 

The  British  West  Indies  remains 
in  fifth  position.  During  1939  6,- 
641,000  feet  of  American  films,  val- 
ued at  $11,054  were  taken  as  com- 
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pared  with  7,582,128  feet  valued  at 
$17,404  in   1938. 

Next  five  leading  markets  in  1939 
were  Panama,  with  5,676,788  feet, 
valued  at  $85,377;  Sweden,  5,252,630 
feet,  valued  at  $126,239;  France,  4,- 
946,561  feet,  valued  at  $108,365; 
Cuba,  4,890,904  feet,  valued  at  $87,- 
465,  and  Venezuela,  4,650,431  feet, 
valued  at  $82,671. 

Exports  of  sensitized  not  exposed 
35  mm  positive  motion  picture  film 
for  the  year  1939  totalled  110,135,- 
120  linear  feet  valued  at  $941,817 
as  compared  with  132,573,556  feet 
valued  at  $1,238,184  for  the  year 
1938.  Unexposed  negative  film  ex- 
ports of  35  mm  gauge  totalled  48,- 
835,467  linear  feet  valued  at  $1,- 
281,579  for  the  year  1939  as  com- 
pared with  41,034,667  linear  feet 
valued  at  $1,086,493  for  1938.  Amer- 
ican exports  of  sensitized  not  ex- 
posed positive  motion  picture  film  of 
less  than  one  inch  amounted  to  11,- 
199,579  linear  feet  valued  at  $109,- 
309  during  1939  and  sensitized  not 
exposed  negative  motion  picture 
films  of  the  same  size  amounted  to 
36,730,467  linear  feet  valued  at  $891,- 
040  making  a  combined  total  for 
this  class  during  1939  of  47,930,046 
linear  feet  valued  at  $1,000,349  as 
against  44,011,816  linear  feet  of  less 
than  one  inch  negative  and  positive 
sensitized  not  exposed  film  valued 
at  $1,059,435  during  the  year  1938. 
Totals  of  16  mm  Film  Exports 
During  1939  there  were  exported 
to  all  markets  of  the  world  35,712,- 
342  linear  feet  of  16  mm  exposed 
positive  film  with  a  value  of  $887,- 
634  and  1,911,497  linear  feet  of  16 
mm  exposed  negative  film  valued  at 
$92,901. 

During  1939,  155  motion  picture 
cameras  of  35  mm  gauge  were  ex- 
ported with  a  value  of  $65,163  as 
compared  with  197  35  mm  cameras 
valued  at  $108,445  for  the  year  1938. 
Projector  exports  of  35  mm  gauge 
during  1939  totalled  1,121  with  a 
value  of  $367,256  as  against  1,070 
standard  gauge  projectors  valued  at 
$382,729  during  the  full  year  of 
1938. 

Exports  of  sub-standard  gauge 
motion  picture  cameras  of  16  mm 
or  less  during  1939  totalled  16,912 
with  a  value  of  $454,155 — a  drop 
from  25,866  cameras  valued  at  $754,- 
822  during  the  year  1938. 

Exports  of  sub-standard  gauge 
silent  motion  picture  projectors  of 
16  mm  or  less,  amounted  to  19,448 
with  a  value  of  $414,440  during  1939 
as  compared  with  25,866  projectors 
with  a  value  of  $754,822  for  the 
year  1938.  Sound  projectors  of  the 
same  class  are  carried  for  the  first 
time  during  1939;  the  total  exports 
of  sound  projectors  during  this  12- 
month  period  amounted  to  1,548 
projectors  with  a  value  of  $245,337. 
Recording  sound  equipment  ex- 
ports for  the  year  1939  amounted 
to  $217,060  as  compared  with  $283,- 


ASSESSED  VALUATION 
OF  MUSIC  HALL  RISES 


The  Music  Hall  and  RKO  Build- 
ing, Radio  City,  is  given  a  valua- 
tion of  $11,700,000,  a  $100,000  jump, 
on  the  1940-41  tax  books,  according 
to  the  Tax  Department's  new  valua- 
tions made  public  yesterday.  Pro- 
gress assessment  of  $6,500,000  is 
given  for  The  Center  and  the  U.  S. 
Rubber  Building,  Radio  City. 

Following  is  a  list  of  some  of  the 
new  valuations    affecting   important 
theater    properties    throughout    the 
greater  city,  as  issued  yesterday: 
MANHATTAN 

.Metropolitan    Opera    House $5,400,000 

Empire    845 ,000 

Loew's   State   4,100,000 

Palace    1,325,000 

Mayfair     1,800,000 

Roxy's     4,100,000 

Ziegfeld 1,100,000 

Carnegie    Hall     1,950,000 

New    Amsterdam    1,000,000 

Times-Apollo    1,475,000 

Booth-Shubert      1,200,000 

Columbia    Radio    Playhouse    No.    1        440,000 

Astor     1,750,000 

Globe 1,150,000 

Strand   3,200,000 

Gaiety    2,210,000 

Rivoli     1,625,000 

Capitol     2,350,000 

Hollywood    1,125,000 

Al   Jolson   1,325,000 

The    Criterion    6,700,000 

Rialto     3,000,000 

Winter   Garden    ._ 2,375,000 

BRONX 

Grand  Theater 1,090,000 

Keith's     Fordham     775,000 

Paradise    1 ,300,000 

BROOKLYN 

Albee  Theater    1,700,000 

Paramount    3,070,000 

Strand   550,000 

Majestic    250,000 

QUEENS 

Lasky   Famous   Players   Studio....  735,000 

Keith's,   Flushing   788,000 

Valencia,    Jamaica    1,060,000 

RICHMOND 

St.  George  Theater  and  Building.  .  620,000 

Pickwick,  Greenwich,  Books 
Concerts  and  Stage  Plays 


The  Pickwick  Theater,  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  which  has  been  in  the  spot- 
light because  of  its  fight  to  obtain 
first-run  pictures,  has  booked  a  num- 
ber of  important  concert  names,  or- 
chestras and  hit  plays  for  occa- 
sional presentation. 

First  personality  of  the  series  will 
be  Rachmaninoff  on  Monday,  Feb. 
12,  to  be  followed  the  next  day  by 
Fritz  Kreisler.  The  stage  hit,  "Kiss 
the  Boys  Goodbye,"  goes  in  for  a 
week  on  Feb.  22.  Lily  Pons  and  the 
New  York  Philharmonic  Orchestra 
will  play  individual  April  dates. 

No  pictures  will  be  offered  on 
those  days. 


Complete  Finnish  Short 

"Industrious  Finland"  a  one-reel 
short  depicting  the  home  life  of 
Finland,  its  industries,  etc.,  has  been 
completed  with  an  original  score 
and  dialogue  by  Pictorial  Films,  Inc. 


139  worth  of  this  equipment  in  1938. 
Sound  reproducing  equipment  ex- 
ports for  1939  were  valued  at  $936,- 
236  as  against  $1,340,438  during  the 
calendar  year  of  1938. 
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•     COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

•     PROJECTION 


HERTZLER  NAMED  YORK 

GENERAL  SALES  CHIEF 


York,  Pa.  —  Stewart  E.  Lauer, 
president  of  the  York  Ice  Machinery 
Corp.,  announces  the  appointments 
of  John  R.  Hertzler  as  general  sales 
manager  and  Ralph  B.  Meisenhelder 
as  assistant  to  the  president. 

Hertzler  has  been  with  York  since 
1927  and  in  1937,  was  appointed  gen- 
eral representative.  Post  of  general 
sales  manager,  until  recently  was 
occupied  by  Lauer.  During  his  air 
conditioning  sales  experience  he  has 
been  closely  associated  with  Consoli- 
dated Film  Industries,  among  others. 

Meisenhelder  joined  York  in  1906. 
In  1917  he  became  manager  of  the 
factory  order  department  and  in 
1920  joined  the  York  Products  corpo- 
ration, which  was  at  that  time  the 
exclusive  York  distributor  for  the 
entire  western  part  of  the  United 
States,  as  manager  of  the  accessories 
division.  In  1930  he  returned  to 
York  as  assistant  to  Lauer,  who  was 
then  general  sales  manager. 


To  Remodel  in  Madill 

Madill,  Okla.  —  Corgan  &  Moore, 
Dallas  architectural  firm,  has  an- 
nounced that  it  will  begin  remodel- 
ing the  Majestic  Theater  here  im- 
mediately. The  house  is  owned  by 
Harry  Lawrence;  seats  400  on  one 
floor.  Work  will  start  in  April  and 
will  take  six  weeks  to  complete. 


C  .    ROSS 

for 
MOTION     PICTURE 
LIGHTING  EQUIPMENT 

RENTALS: 

A  full  line  of  modern  equipment  to- 
gether with  a  staff  of  trained  men  to 
handle  any  job  large  or  small  any  time, 
anywhere.  Generator  trucks,  searchlights 
and  floodlights,  for  premieres  and  gen- 
eral lighting  activities. 
SALES: 

Everything  in  the  line  of  equipment 
for     motion     picture     and     photographic 
studios. 
SERVICE: 

We  are  prepared  to  offer  the  finest 
service,  equipment  and  technical  advice 
obtainable  in  the  East.  Your  require- 
ments taken  care  of  to  the  last  minute 
detail. 

As  Sole  Eastern  Distributors,  we 
carry  the  full  and  complete  line 
of  equipment  manufactured  by: 

MOLE-RICHARDSON    CO. 

Hollywood,    California 
Incomparable   Lighting  Equipment 

Estimates   Cheerfully   Given 

Let    Vs  Enlighten   You   On    Your 
Lighting    Problems 

CHARLES  ROSS,  INC. 

244-50   WEST   49th    ST.,    N.    Y.    C. 
Telephones:  Circle  6-5470-1-2 


Rubber  for  Floors 

Lake  City,  Mich. — Don  Iverson  will 
open  the  new  300-seat  Don  Theater 
here  Feb.  15.  House  embraces  many 
new  features,  including  sound-deadening 
sponge  rubber  covering  for  floors  and 
aisles,  sound-proof  "cry  room"  and  floor 
plan  developed  by  the  American  Seating 
Co. 


130-Foot  Throw  to  Screen 
In  Detroit's  New  Van  Dyke 

Detroit — New  Van  Dyke  Theater, 
East  Side  house,  has  been  opened  by 
Irving  &  Sydney  Moss,  with  Jake 
Sullivan  as  manager.  House  is  of 
exceptionally  long  construction,  with 
130-ft.  throw  to  screen,  and  only  30 
ft.  wide.     Seating  capacity  is  570. 

Bennett  &  Straight,  theatrical 
architects,  designed  the  house,  which 
was  built  by  Adler  Contracting  Co. 
Decorating  was  by  T.  J.  Jagmin  & 
Co.,  sign  by  Long  Sign  Co.,  Metalon 
front  by  Martin  Hoffman  Co.,  elec- 
tric wiring  by  Jackson  Electric  Co., 
seats  by  American  Seating  Co.,  and 
drapes  by  Mork-Green  Studios.  Car- 
pets were  by  Bigelow-Sanford. 

Oliver  Theater  Supply  Co.  fur- 
nished booth  equipment,  including 
RCA  High  Fidelity  sound,  with  Bren- 
kert  lamps  and  rectifiers  and  other 
equipment. 


RCA  Sound  for  Sparks 

Contracts  for  new  sound  equip- 
ment for  two  Sparks  theaters  in 
Florida,  and  modernization  of  the 
sound  system  in  a  third,  have  been 
closed.  The  Palace  at  West  Palm 
Beach,  managed  by  R.  H.  Thomas, 
and  the  Florida  at  Daytona  Beach, 
managed  by  J.  T.  Cartright,  are  get- 
ting new  equipments.  Modern  sound- 
heads are  being  installed  at  the 
Scenic  at  Lake  Wales.  The  deal  was 
closed  by  J.  B.  Dumestre,  RCA  Pho- 
tophone  sales  engineer. 


Altec  Signs  Baehr  Bros. 

Baehr  Bros,  of  Brainerd,  Minn., 
has  contracted  for  Altec  to  service 
10  Baehr  operated  theaters  in  Min- 
nesota and  North  Dakota.  R.  Hilton 
negotiated  for  Altec. 


DEVELOP  STER1LAMPS 

FOR  AIR  CONDITIONING 


A  "new  dimension  in  air  condition- 
ing"— the  use  of  ultraviolet  rays  to 
kill  air-borne  bacteria  —  was  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  H.  C.  Rentschler  di- 
rector of  research  for  the  Westing- 
house  Lamp  Division  at  Bloomfield, 
N.  J.,  and  Dr.  Rudolph  Nagy,  of  his 
research  staff,  to  members  of  the 
American  Society  of  Heating  and 
Ventilating  Engineers  at  its  recent 
annual  meeting  in  Cleveland.  Devel- 
opment is  of  direct  interest  to  thea- 
ter operators. 

As  a  result  of  hundreds  of  tests 
made  on  an  actual  installation  of 
Westinghouse  "Sterilamps"  in  an 
air  duct  delivering  5,800  cubic  feet 
per  minute  in  an  auditorium  at  the 
Lamp  Division,  40  lamps  killed  99.5 
per  cent  of  all  bacteria  passing 
through  the  duct;  32  lamps  killed 
98.2  per  cent. 

There  is  no  difference  in  the  bac- 
tericidal effect  of  ultraviolet  over  a 
range  of  relative  humidity  between 
35  and  95  per  cent,  or  over  the  nor- 
mal range  of  temperature  usually 
found  in  air  conditioning  systems. 
The  use  of  ultraviolet  radiation  for 
destroying  bacteria,  when  properly 
applied,  has  the  advantage  over 
other  bactericides  in  that  nothing  is 
added  to  or  removed  from  the  air. 

Hundreds  of  tests  in  the  labora- 
tory and  at  the  auditorium  installa- 
tion preceded  announcement  of  the 
new  application  for  the  Sterilamp, 
slender  tubular  source  of  ultraviolet 
radiations  of  a  wavelength  known  to 
be  most  fatal  to  bacteria. 


\  Replacement  in  Cleves 

Cincinnati  —  Robert  and  Walter 
Herrell,  owners  of  the  Avalon  Thea- 
ter, Cleves,  are  building  a  new  500- 
seat  theater,  planning  to  close  old 
house.  House  will  cost  $40,000, 
de  luxe  job  to  include  air  condition- 
ing and  "bawl  room."  Contractor 
is  the  F  &  Y  Theater  Division,  Co- 
lumbus. 


IBERMAN  FLAG  AND  VALANCE  co< 

Is  Now  Located  At 

71  FIFTH  AVE.  (at  15th  St.) 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

GRamercy  7-0383 
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NTS  Extends  Such  If 

By  F.  LCP 
Sales  Promotion  Dept 

ONE  of  the  early  and  significant0!1 
developments  of  1940  has  ar- 
rived with  the  announcement  of 
National  Theater  Supply  Co.  that 
it  is  extending  its  services  to  the 
field  of  public  address  equipment 
for  theaters,  via  a  new  line  of  fully 
licensed  systems  which  are  now 
ready  for  marketing  under  the  name 
of  RDR  equipment. 

This  new  line  will  be  the  first 
line  of  licensed  public  address  sound 
to  be  sold  with  an  unqualified  one- 
year  guarantee  and  installation 
supervision  by  Altec.  A  number  of 
RDR  public  address  installations 
have  already  been  made  in  the 
Brandt  circuit  houses  in  New  York 
City,  and  in  various  Times  Square 
area  theaters. 

RDR  public  address  equipment  is 
exclusive  with  National  in  all  of  its 
29  branches.  The  line  has  been  de- 
veloped for  NTS  by  the  Radio  De- 
velopment and  Research  Corpora- 
tion, comprising  a  group  of  well- 
known  engineers  and  sound  techni- 
cians, long  specializing  in  the  pub- 
lic address  field. 


NITS  in  the  RDR  line,  as  an- 
nounced by  National,  range 
from  a  portable  system  rated  at  8 
watts  and  selling  for  $79.50  to  a 
de  luxe  theater  type  system  with 
an  undistorted  output  of  35  watts 
and  listing  at  $875.  Included  in  the 
line  are  two  types  of  12  watt  sys- 
tems, two  types  of  24  watt  units, 
special  systems  for  both  phonograph 
and  microphone  reproduction  and 
various  intermediate  popular-priced 
units  suitable  for  theaters  of  700  to 
5,000  seats. 

According  to  National,  there  is  a  . 
wide  market  for  a  line  of  quality 
public  address  equipment  that  will 
give  sound  reproduction  comparing 
favorably  with  the  best  types  of  the- 
ater sound  systems.  National  claims 
that  its  new  RDR  line,  being  fully 
licensed,  guaranteed  for  one  year 
and  with  installation  supervised  by 
Altec,  will  provide  a  quality  of  sound 
reproduction    and    service   equaiied 
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STUDIOS 

•     FURNISHINGS 
•     SCREENS 
•     SOUND  SYSTEMS 


iS  SYSTEMS  ■ 

ent  to  Theater  Field 

(IDMAN 

I  pi  Theater  Supply  Co. 

only  by  the  most  costly  and  elabor- 
ate studio  type  units. 
,  Ideal  for  use  in  theaters  for 
|5cre£no  and  other  games,  lobby  dis- 
plays, box  office  ballyhoo,  vaude- 
ville performances,  stage  presenta- 
tions either  for  one  or  two  micro- 
phones, the  RDR  public  address  units 
are  also  well  adapted  for  night 
clubs,  orchestras,  dance  halls,  meet- 
ing rooms,  churches  and  many  sim- 
ilar spots. 


A  FEATURE  of  RDR  public  ad- 
dress equipment  is  that  any 
part  of  the  basic  systems  may  be  re- 
adapted  and  combined  to  take  care 
of  any  special  installations.  This, 
s  states  National  Theater  Supply, 
makes  possible  virtually  tailor-made 
units  for  theater  use. 

Plenty  of  eye  appeal  has  been 
buitt  into  RDR  public  address  sys- 
tems. Amplifier  cabinets  are  in  a 
combination  of  black  and  gray 
crackle,  smartened  by  plenty  of 
chromium  trim.  Controls  are  sim- 
ple, conveniently  placed  and  easily 
operated.  Wiring  layouts  are  claimed 
to  be  superior  to  any  comparable 
units.  Speakers  are  of  the  perman- 
ent magnet  type  and  the  purchaser 
has  his  choice  of  different  micro- 
phones, including  crystal,  dynamic 
and  Western    Electric  mikes. 

National  Theater  Supply  Com- 
pany is  now  preparing  for  its  new 
RDR  line  a  complete  manual  show- 
ing technical  specifications  and 
other  data  on  the  RDR  public  ad- 
dress equipment. 


INTERSTATE  IMPROVES 
FORT  WORTH  THEATERS 


Lobby  Fireplace 

Vaughan,  N.  M. — The  Studio  Theater 
here  has  not  only  installed  a  new  heat- 
ing unit  but  also  a  large  fireplace  in  the 
lobby. 


Fort  Worth,  Tex. —  The  Majestic, 
operated  by  Interstate,  will  go  dark 
on  Feb.  26  for  one  month,  for  exten- 
sive remodeling.  Theater  formerly 
used  for  vaudeville  in  recent  years, 
has  been  a  second-run  movie  theater. 
Remodeling  calls  for  an  enlarged 
inner  lobby,  installation  of  new  heat- 
ing system,  and  new  floating  com- 
fort seats,  and  new  box-office,  new 
marquee  and  new  front  will  be  built. 
The  cooling  system  will  be  enlarged 
and  the  projection  equipment  will  be 
improved.  The  interior  will  be  re- 
painted, but  the  original  architec- 
ture, furnishings  and  interior  deco- 
rations will  be  retained. 

The  Worth  and  Hollywood  Thea- 
ters, first-run  Interstate  theaters, 
will  have  new  fronts  and  new  mar- 
quees, with  neon  lighting  soon,  in 
modernization  program  for  these 
two  theaters,  according  to  Frank 
Weatherford,  city  manager  for  In- 
terstate Circuit  theaters  in  Fort 
Worth. 


Underground  Loudspeakers 

As  Feature  of  Drive-In 


Tucson,  Ariz.  —  A  new  Drive-In 
Theater  will  open  shortly  with  new 
individual  underground  loudspeakers 
for  each  car.  The  new  speaker  sys- 
tem was  perfected  jointly  by  RCA 
Photophone  and  the  Drive-In  Thea- 
ters, and  is  being  used  for  the  first 
time. 


RCA  P.  A.  SYSTEMS  GO 
IN  CLEVELAND  HOUSES 


Hoffman  Co.  Gets  Contract 

Detroit — Martin  Hoffman  Co.  has 
been  awarded  the  porcelain  enamel 
front  contract  on  the  new  Farming- 
ton  Theater,  being  erected  at  Farm- 
ington  for  Associated  Theaters. 
Charles  Kanser  has  been  awarded  the 
masonry  contract. 


Associated  Theaters,  Inc.,  has  con- 
tracted for  public  address  systems 
for  11  of  its  theaters  in  Cleveland. 
RCA  Photophone  is  installing  the 
equipment  in  the  Lorain-Fulton,  Jen- 
nings, Garden,  Hilliard  Square,  Cap- 
itol, Detroit,  Homestead,  Rialto, 
Dennison  Square,  Memphis  and 
Franklin. 


Finish  DeVry  Additions 

Chicago  —  The  DeVry  Corp.  has 
finished  an  addition  to  the  labora- 
tory building  on  Ashland  Ave.,  add- 
ing 10,000  square  feet  of  floor  space 
to  the  structure.  The  DeForest 
Training  School  will  also  make  use 
of  the  facilities  of  the  new  building. 
Another  addition  to  the  Armitagre 
Ave.  plant  has  been  finished. 


Gourlay  Co.  Moves 

Detroit  —  Headquarters  of  the 
Gourlay  Dress  &  Uniform  Co.  have 
been  moved  to  10349  Linwood  Ave. 
The  company  is  adding  a  dry  clean- 
ing service  in  addition  to  theatrical 
uniform  manufacturing. 


Shafer  Job  for  Dearborn 

Detroit  —  Dearborn  Engineering 
Co.  is  installing  a  cooling  system  in 
the  Shafer  Theater,  Garden  City,  for 
Walter  Shafer. 
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Installs  Novachord 

Loew's  Jersey  Theater,  Jersey 
City,  has  installed  a  Hammond  nova- 
chord. 


Morris  Kutisker  Plans 

Long  Island  City  House 

Morris  Kutisker,  New  York  film 
exhibitor,  has  leased  the  corner 
building  at  10th  St.  and  40th  Ave., 
Long  Island  City,  from  Queens- 
bridge  Realty,  Inc.,  and  will  improve 
the  property  with  construction  of  a 
new  600-seat  film  theater. 

The  Amusement  Supply  Co.,  Inc., 
of  341  West  44th  St.,  Manhattan, 
theater  designers  and  equipment  con- 
tractors, have  been  awarded  the  en- 
tire contract  for  construction  and 
equipment. 


"GONE  WITH  THE  WIND" 

This  epic  of  the  old  South  will  be  pleasing  audiences 
long  after  lesser  films  have  been  forgotten.  So  will 
Alexander  Smith  Carpet.  Which  is  why  you  find 
it    in    most    of    the    country's    successful    theatres. 

ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPET 
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NEW  TECHNIQUES 
RETURNING  TO  FILMS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
Times,  told  the  16th  annual  confer- 
ence of  the  National  Board  of  Re- 
view of  Motion  Pictures  at  the  Ho- 
tel Pennsylvania  yesterday.  Ses- 
sions of  the  conference  continue  to- 
day  and  tomorrow. 

Griffith,  discussing  "The  Art  of 
the  Silent  Film,"  declared,  "Not  only 
is  sound  being  used  imaginatively 
as  well  as  literally  for  the  first  time 
in  such  productions,  but  the  camera 
is  again  being  employed  in  ways 
reminiscent  of  the  highly-developed 
art  of  the  silent  films." 

Approximately  300  attending  yes- 
terday's opening  sessions  heard,  in 
addition  to  Griffith,  Robert  Gessner 
of  New  York  University,  Norbert 
Lusk,  scenarist  and  critic,  and  Elissa 
Landi.  Welcoming  address  was 
given  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Brill,  prexy  of 
the  Board;  Henry  Hart,  member  of 
the  Board's  committee  on  excep- 
tional photoplays,  presided. 

Last  night,  meeting  with  the  film 
course  at  New  York  University,  the 
Conference  members  saw  "Abe  Lin- 
coln in  Illinois"  through  RKO's 
courtesy.  Dr.  Fredric  M.  Thrasher 
was  chairman. 

This  morning,  the  Conference 
members  will  see  "The  Grapes  of 
Wrath"  at  20th-Fox.  Speakers  this 
afternoon  will  include  Albert  S. 
Howson  of  Warners,  W.  W.  Whit- 
tinghill,  Detroit  educator;  Arthur  L. 
Mayer  of  the  Rialto  theater  and 
Hans  Byrger,  associate  director  of 
"Crisis."  Tonight,  there  will  be  a 
showing  of  early  films  at  the  Mu- 
seum of  Modern  Art  Film  Library 
and  a  tour  of  the  Museum. 

Junior  session  of  the  Conference 
will  be  held  tomorrow  morning,  with 
the  annual  Conference  luncheon  fol- 
lowing as  the  finale. 


Neely  Bill  Seen  as  Four-Fold  Threat 
to  Indies  by  Michigan  Co-op  Theaters 


Motion  to  Quash  Brady 

Indictment  Is  Weighed 

St.  Louis — Circuit  Judge  Thomas 
Rowe  has  under  advisement  a  mo- 
tion to  quash  the  extortion  indict- 
ment against  State  Rep.  Edward  M. 
Brady  which  grew  out  of  the  alleged 
payment  of  $10,000  to  him  in  Oc- 
tober, 1936,  when  local  motion  pic- 
ture theater  owners  were  negotiat- 
ing a  new  wage  contract  with  Local 
No.  143  of  the  Moving  Picture  and 
Projection  Machine  Operators  Union, 
an   IATSE   affiliate. 

At  a  hearing  before  Judge  Rowe, 
Paul  Dillon,  attorney  for  Brady, 
argued  the  indictment  was  not  based 
on  sufficient  facts  to  support  the 
charge  because  John  P.  Nick,  IATSE 
International  vice-president,  who 
was  indicted  jointly  with  Brady, 
was  cleared  of  the  charge  Jan.  11 
when  Judge  Rowe  sustained  a  de- 
fense demurrer. 


(Continued  f 

its  board  of  directors,  has  voted  to 
oppose  the  pending  House  measure, 
appraising  it  as  a  four-fold  threat ; 
to  the  nation's  indies. 

Position  of  Mich.  Co-op.  was  out- 
lined in  a  statement  made  public  by 
Tom  McGuire,  public  relations  di- 
rector, as  follows: 

"One,  while  the  bill  would  pre- 
vent distributors'  from  forcing 
blocks  of  pictures  on  exhibitors,  it 
would  do  nothing  to  prevent  an  ex- 
hibitor's competition  from  willingly 
buying  the  majors'  blocks,  to  the 
detriment  of  present  contract  cus- 
tomers. Except  where  the  exhibitor, 
seeking  to  take  advantage  of  pro- 
tective provisions  of  bill  would  find 
at  the  last  minute,  in  order  to  be 
left  without  majors'  product  through 
sale  to  his  competitor,  he  must  raise 
the  ante  and  'voluntarily'  increase 
his  bid  for  the  whole  block.  This 
would  leave  independents  worse  off 
than  today. 

"Two,  Cooperative  Board  members, 
after  theoretically  applying  provis- 
ions of  the  bill  to  individual  setups, 
felt  they  had  nothing  to  gain,  on 
the  contrary,  they  felt  their  invest- 
ments would  be  in  jeopardy  if  the 
act  passed. 

"Three,  result  of  enactment  would 
be  three  to  four  year  delay  of  ac- 
tion, as  the  act  would  not  become 
effective  till  Spring  or  Summer  next 
year.  By  that  time  buying  for  1941 
would  be  completed.  The  Federal 
coui'ts  would  be  clogged  with  indus- 
try  cases    starting   that   Fall   when 


om  Page  1) 

buying  of  1942  product  is  under  way. 
Losers  would  appeal  to  circuit 
courts,  losers  here  to  the  Supreme 
Court  on  each  issue  involved.  So 
much  clamor  would  result  nation- 
ally, Government  attorneys  would 
try  to  get  one  case  of  each  type  to 
the  Supreme  Court  to  be  answered 
all  at  one  time.  These  two  appeals, 
and  i-econciliation  of  conflicting  suits 
would  take  at  least  two  additional 
years  of  haphazard  operation  in  in- 
dustry. The  industry  would  then  be 
in  negotiation  for  1945  product.  But 
many  independents  could  not  survive 
these  years  of  uncertainty,  especial- 
ly those  competing  with  affiliated 
theaters,  which  would  be  enjoying 
good  business,  unmolested  by  the 
Neely  act. 

"Four,  one  of  greatest  evils  today 
is  overseating.  Under  the  bill,  the 
man  with  the  largest  house  would 
be  able  to  pay  most  for  a  pictui-e 
to  get  it  first,  without  l-egai'd  to  any 
former  clearance  granted  the  exhibi- 
tor; and  the  big  new  house  would 
grab  all  big  pictures.  What  would 
stop  promoters  from  erecting  a  sign 
next  door  announcing  the  big  new 
theater's  construction?  The  inde- 
pendent would  face  the  problem  of 
buying  off  the  promoter  before  he 
breaks  ground,  buying  out  the  new 
house  after  being  built,  or  wait  a 
while  and  fold  up  after  the  new 
house  opened  and,  under  boon  of  the 
bill,  took  his  top  product  away,  or 
maybe  the  newcomer  would  buy  him 
out  at  a  sacrifice  price." 


Academy  Music  Nominations 
Selected  by  Studio  Ballots 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

studios  where  participating  musi- 
cians conducted  their  own  voting, 
selecting  the  music  achievements 
which  they  considered  best  in  their 
studio.  Three  awards  are  given  in 
the  music  field,  for  best  original 
score,  best  score  regardless  of  source 
of  music  and  for  best  song  in  a  mo- 
tion picture. 

Nominated  for  final  voting  were: 
Best  original  score:  "Dai'k  Vic- 
tory," Max  Steiner,  Warners; 
"Eternally  Yours,"  Werner  Jenssen, 
Wanger;  "Golden  Boy,"  Victor 
Young,  Columbia;  'Gone  With  the 
Wind,"  Max  Steiner,  Selznick; 
"Gulliver's  Travels,"  Victor  Young, 
Paramount;  "The  Man  in  the  Iron 
Mask,"  Lud  Gluskin  and  Lucien 
Moraweck,  Edward  Small;  "Man  of 
Conquest,"  Victor  Young,  Republic; 
"Of  Mice  and  Men,"  Aaron  Copland, 
Roach;  "Nurse  Edith  Cavell,"  An- 
thony Collins,  RKO;  "The  Rains 
Came,"  Alfred  Newman.  Fox;  "Wiz- 
ard of  Oz,"  Herbert  Stothart  and 
George  E.  Stoll,  M-G-M;  "Wuther- 
ing  Heights,"  Alfred  Newman,  Gold- 
wyn. 

Best  scoring  regardless  of  source 
of  music:  "Babes  in  Arms,"  George 
E.  Stoll,  Roger  Edens,  M-G-M; 
"Elizabeth   and   Essex."   Eric  Wolf- 


200  Southern  Theaters 

Close  for  Korda  Film 


Korda's  "The  Lion  Has  Wings" 
goes  into  200  theaters  in  the  At- 
lanta, Charlotte  and  New  Orleans 
territories  as  the  result  of  circuits 
deals  set  with  Wilby,  Kincey  and 
Sanger. 


gang  Korngold,  Warners;  "First 
Love,"  Charles  Previn.  Universal; 
"The  Great  Victor  Herbert,"  Louis 
Lipstone  Paramount:  "Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame."  Al  Newman,  RKO; 
"Intermezzo,"  Lou  Forbes,  Selznick: 
"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington." 
Dimitri  Tiomkin,  Columbia;  "Of 
Mice  and  Men,"  S.  S.  Van  Keuren, 
Roach;  "She  Married  a  Cop,"  Cy 
Feuer,  Republic:  "Stagecoach,"  Rich- 
ard Hageman,  Frank  Harling,  John 
Leipold,  Leo  Shuken,  Wanger; 
"Swanee  River,"  Louis  Silver,  Fox: 
"They  Shall  Have  Music,"  Alfred 
Newman.  Goldwyn;  "Way  Down 
South,"  Victor  Young,  Lesser;  Best 
Song:  "Faithful  Forever"  from 
"Gulliver's  Travels,"  Leo  Robin. 
Ralph  Rainger,  Paramount;  "I 
Poured  Mv  Heart  Into  a  Song,"  from 
"Second  Fiddle,"  Irving  Berlin.  Fox: 
"Over  the  Rainbow,"  from  "Wizard 
of  Oz."  Y.  Harburg,  Harold  Arlen, 
M-G-M. 


UA  BOARD  TO  CONSIDER 
KORDA'S  SHIFT  TO  U.S. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  shift  his  production  activities 
from  London  to  Hollywood.    ,f~\ 

It  is  understood  that  v.. /.tan 
Korda's  arrival  here  yesterday  rep- 
resented the  "advance  guard"  and 
that  the  latter  Korda  will  lay  the 
groundwork  for  his  brother's  pro- 
duction plans  in  the  U.  S. 

Another  issue  may  be  the  reported 
induction  of  John  M.  Stahl  into  the 
UA  fold,  following  discussions  this 
week  between  the  director  and  Mur- 
ray Silverstone,  top  executive  of  the 
distributing  company. 

It  is  believed  by  some  that  the 
Samuel  Goldwyn  situation  also  may 
be  thrashed  out  at  Tuesday's  meet- 
ing. Indications  are  that  Goldwyn's 
deal  with  Warner  Bros,  has  been 
discarded  and  that  he  will  continue 
to  distribute  through  UA. 

Zoltan  Korda  said  yesterday  when 
he  arrived,  that  in  all  probability 
"The  Jungle  Book"  would  be  pro- 
duced in  Hollywood  as  it  had  been 
planned  originally  that  this  picture 
would  be  made  in  the  U.  S.  Alex- 
ander Korda  is  due  here  this  month. 


Amkino  Reported  Closing 

After  Drop  in  Business 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
fused  to  comment  on  the  report, 
stating  that  he  expected  to  have 
information  at  a  later  date.  How- 
ever, it  was  learned  last  night,  most 
of  the  office  staff  has  been  let  out 
recently  and  several  Soviet  films,  not 
yet  shown  here,  have  been  shipped 
back  to  Russia. 

Folding  of  the  Soviet  distribution 
agency  is  attributed  to  a  sharp  drop 
in  business  during  the  past  few 
months,  making  it  unprofitable  to 
operate. 


Boiler  and  Building  Code 

Measures  Drafted  In*  Va. 


Richmond,  Va.  —  Bills  providing 
for  a  boiler  code  and  a  building 
code  are  expected  to  be  offered  the 
General  Assembly  this  week.  The 
boiler  code  bill  would  provide  for 
a  State  board  on  boiler  rules,  to 
consist  of  the  Commissioner  of  La- 
bor and  four  men  appointed  by  the 
Governor.  Rules  compiled  by  the 
board  would  have  to  be  approved  by 
the  Governor  and  their  administra- 
tion would  be  carried  out  through 
boiler  inspectors. 

The  bill  for  a  building  code,  out- 
growth of  a  campaign  by  the  Vir- 
ginia Building  Officials'  Conference 
of  the  League  of  Virginia  Munici- 
palities, would  provide  minimum 
standards  for  buildings  and  would 
include  a  fire  escape  code.  Tenta- 
tive plans  call  for  a  building  code 
commission  of  three.  A  permit 
would  be  required  before  any  con- 
struction job  involving  costs  of 
more  than  $600  could  be  started. 


WORLD-WIDE 
SUPREMACY 


NINE  out  of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  chosen 
in  the  Film  Daily's  1939  critics'  poll  were 
made  on  Eastman  Negative  Films.  Two  of 
the  Ten  Best  Pictures  were  made  in  Eng- 
land, and  both  were  on  Eastman — striking 
evidence  of  the  world-wide  recognition 
of  this  film's  excellence.  Eastman  Kodak 
Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brula- 
tour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort  Lee,  Chi- 
cago, Hollywood.) 


NINE  OF  THE  "TEN  BEST" 
ON  EASTMAN  NEGATIVE 


2134  THEATRES  DATED 
HIS  GIRL  FRIDAY'  IN  ITS 
FIRST  WEEK  OF  RELEASE. 
IN  SPITE  OF  THE  SEVEREST 
WEATHER  IN  A  GENERA- 
TION. THE  RDSINESS  OF 
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TREND  TOWARDS  SETTLINGJOCAL  SUITSjNDICATED 

Court  Rules  Col.  Prexy  Must  Submit  to  Examination 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

D   of   J's   Surprise 

=     By  L.  H.  MITCHELL     = 


DOMESTIC 

EQUITY  SUIT:  In  a  surprise 
move,  the  D  of  J  sought  to  strike 
defense  interrogatories  .  .  .  Colum- 
bia moved  to  avoid  the  Government's 
quiz  of  its  officers. 


.  LITIGATION :  Settlements  of  the 
Harry  Fried  (Philadelphia)  and  Lin- 
den (Baltimore)  anti-trust  suits 
were  effected  .  .  .  Appellate  Division, 
N.  Y.  Supreme  Court,  upheld  the 
A  F  of  M  and  the  IATSE  in  their 
fight  on  "canned"  music  .  .  .  Court 
decree  embodying  a  permanent  in- 
junction was  handed  down  in  the 
Nebraska  Ascap  action. 
*         *         * 

NEELY  BILL :  George  J.  Schaef- 
er,  debating  with  Abram  F.  Myers 
before  the  SWG  on  the  Coast,  de- 
clared that  its  proponents  want  an 
unfair  advantage  .  .  .  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole  in  a  debate  with  Felix  Jenkins 
at  Montclair,  N.  J.,  said  the  moral 
issue  was  no  longer  a  factor  in  the 
Neely  campaign  .  .  .  Co-operative 
Theaters  of  Michigan  viewed  the  bill 
as  a  four -fold  threat  to  indies  .  .  . 
Conn.  Allied  again  endorsed  the 
measure  .  .  .  Oregon  unit  of  the 
PCC  of  ITO  condemned  it. 


ARBITRATION:  Circuits  were 
reported  as  not  opposed  to  arbitra- 
tion .  .  .  Allied  may  place  its  arbitra- 
tion stand  formally  before  the  maj- 
ors, it  was  disclosed  by  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole. 

*  *  * 

LEGISLATION:  Kentucky  en- 
acted a  measure  levying  a  seat  tax 
of  20  cents. 


TELEVISION:  RCA's  inter-city 
development  loomed  as  the  first  real 
competition  to  theaters  .  .  .  Unions 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Application    by   Company    to 

Vacate  Notices  in  Equity 

Suit  Denied 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  on 
Friday  denied  the  application  of  Co- 
lumbia Pictures  to  vacate  notices  of 
examination  of  Harry  Cohn,  Jack 
Cohn,  and  A.  Montague,  company 
officials,  which  had  been  served  by 
the  D  of  J. 

The  Court  in  its  opinion  directed 
that  the  examination  of  Harry  Cohn 
take  place  in  Los  Angeles  "unless 
he  is  in  or  comes  to  New  York,  in 
which  event  the  depositions  may  be 
taken  in  New  York." 

Judge  Bondy  then  went  on  to  say 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


HEAR  4  A'S  DIVIDED 
ON  JOINT  TELE  PLAN 


Following  a  veiled  threat  last  week 
that  the  Screen  Actors'  Guild  might 
withdraw  from  the  4A's,  indicating 
that  reports  of  harmony  existing 
within  the  body  on  the  question  of 
one  big  union  and  television  juris- 
diction may  be  wrong.  Paul  Dulzell, 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 

"Abe  Lincoln"  Will  Play 

at  Music  Hall  6.O.  Scale 


"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  will  make 
its  New  York  bow  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  early  in  March.    Picture 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


MERRILL,  RKO 
TREASURER 

Mallard  Quits  Board,  Stays 
as  General  Counsel 


W.  J.  Merrill  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  RKO,  the  parent  company, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors 
on  Friday.  At 
the  same  time 
William  Mal- 
lard resigned 
as  a  member 
of  the  board 
but  will  re- 
main as  gen- 
eral counsel 
and  secretary 
of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  board 
also  received 
a  report  on 
the  reorgani- 
zation of  RKO 
which  is  now  out  of  receivership  . 

Merrill  for  the  last  year  has  been 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


W.    J.    MERRILL 


Davidson  Named  Receiver 

for  Educational  Pictures 


Hearings  on  Educational  Pictures, 
bankrupt,  were  referred  on  Friday 
to  Referee  John  E.  Joyce  by  Fed- 
eral Judge  William  Bondy. 

In  another  order,  signed  the  same 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


$1500,000  GWTW  7-Week  Gross 
Sets  All-Time  High  in  Speedy    Takes 


Too  Many  Film  "Purgers," 

National  Board  is  Told 


There  are  too  many  public  or- 
ganizations existing  for  the  purpose 
of  "purging  the  screen"  and  too  few 
whose  aim  is  to  increase  the  screen's 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Since  the  night  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  opened  in  Atlanta  on  Dec.  17, 
approximately  a  month  and  a  half 
ago,  $3,500,000  has  been  taken  in 
at  box  office  windows  throughout  the 
country,  it  was  learned  at  the  week- 
end. This  figure  establishes  an  all- 
time     high     in     speedy     admission 

{Continued  on  Page  5) 


Tendency  to  Adjust  Legitimate 

Complaints  Out  of  Court 

in  Evidence 

Settlement  of  the  Fried  anti-trust 
case  in  Philadelphia  and  the  Linden 
Theater  case  in  Baltimore  without 
any  money  changing  hands  has  given 
rise  to  the  belief  by  some  that  the 
distributors  are  seeking  peaceful 
settlements  of  suits  in  which  the 
plaintiffs  apparently  have  legitimate 
complaints. 

As  far  as  can  be  learned,  there  is 
no  set  policy  or  agreement  among 
the  distributors  to  settle  such  cases 
out  of  court,  but  there  appears  to 
be  a  tendency  to  adjust  situations, 
where  possible,  without  resorting  to 
court  action. 

There  was  no  cash  settlement  in 
either  the  Fried  or  Linden  cases,  but 
product,  heretofore  allegedly  with- 
held from  the  plaintiffs,  was  made 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 

LOEWSI2-WEEK  NET 
DOWN  TO  $1,393,456 

Loew's,  Inc.,  for  the  12  weeks 
ended  Nov.  23  last,  reports  a  net 
profit  of  $1,393,456  as  against  $2,- 
979,943  for  the  same  period  in  1938. 
Earnings  are  equivalent  to  $10.19 
on  the  preferred,  and  71  cents  on 
the  average  common  stock.    A  year 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 

Court  Gets  Crescent  Plea 
for  More  Specific  Charges 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Defense  motions 
that  the  Government  be  required  to 
make  its  charges  more  specific  in  the 
anti-trust  suit  brought  by  the  D  of  J 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


"Three  Girls  and  a  Gob," 

Lloyd's  First  RKO  Film 

"Three  Girls  and  a  Gob"  will  be 
Harold  Lloyd's  first  personally  pro- 
duced picture  for  RKO  release.  Lloyd 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Low     Close     Chg 


7 

21% 


7  7+% 

21  y4     2H/4—    7/8 


603/8  i 
76       1 

123/4 

361/4 


60      160      —    % 
75       176       +  1 

123/4      123/4       

353/4    36      —     y8 


Am.    Seat.    
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Loew's,    Inc 

do  pfd 

Paramount    

Pathe    Film    
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NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    ...      1  1  1  
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Moray  to  Tour  Branches 

Leaving  tomorrow  for  an  extended 
trip  which  will  cover  all  the  War- 
ner branches,  Norman  Moray,  Vita- 
phone  sales  manager,  will  make  a 
survey  that  will  determine  the  com- 
pany's shorts  program  for  the  1940- 
41  season.  He  expects  to  return  to 
the  home  office  about  April  15. 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


LI  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture   and    Distributor  Theater 

Gone   With   the   Wind    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 8th    week Capitol 

Judge   Hardy   and   Son    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — 3rd   week Criterion 

The   Shop   Around   the   Corner    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — 2nd   week Music    Hall 

Remember  the  Night   (Paramount   Pictures) — 3rd  week Paramount 

The   Grapes  of   Wrath    (20th   Century-Fox) — 2nd   week Rivoli 

The   Fighting   Sixty-Ninth    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 2nd   week Strand 

Green    Hell    (Universal    Pictures) — 2nd    week Rialto 

Little    Old    New    York    (20th    Century-Fox) Roxy 

The    Lone    Wolf    Strikes    (Columbia    Pictures) ..Globe 

Pioneer  Days    (Monogram    Pictures)    (a) Central 

Invisible    Killer    (Syndicate    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Mysterious   Mr.    Moto   of   Devil's   Island    (20th   Century-Fox)    (a) Pix 

Shanghai    (a)     Pix 

Swanee    River    (20th    Century-Fox)     (a-b) • Palace 

Married   and   in    Love    (RKO    Radio   Pictures)    (a) Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUNS    ♦ 

Gone   With    the    Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 8th    week Astor 

The  Blue  Bird   (20th  Century-Fox) — 3rd  week Hollywood 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest   (French   Cinema   Center) — 19th   week World 

Entente  Cordiale    (Concord   Films) — 7th   week 55th   St.    Playhouse 

Life    (Danubia    Films) — 3rd    week Cameo 

Charlie,  the  Innkeeper  (Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures) — 2nd  week 48th  St.  Theater 

Napoli    di    Altri    Tempe     (Esperia    Films) — 2nd    week Cinecitta 

Louise   ( Mayer  &  Burstyn) Little  Carnegie 

Skeleton  on   Horseback    (Mike  Mindlin) Belmont 

Ultimatum    (J.   H.   Hoffberg) 5th   Ave.    Playhouse 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Pinocchio    (RKO  Radio-Walt  Disney) — Feb.   7 Center 

Geronimo     (Paramount     Pictures) — Feb.     7 Paramount 

Congo    Maisie     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Feb.    7 Criterion 

Swiss  Family  Robinson   (RKO  Radio  Pictures) — Feb.  8 Music  Hall 

The  Saint's   Double  Trouble    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)— Feb.    12 Rialto 

Dr.   Ehrlich's   Magic   Bullet    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures)    (c) Strand 

Horrors   of  War    (Syndicate    Pictures) — Feb.    7    (a) Central 

Bullets    for    Rustlers    (Columbia    Pictures) — Feb.    7     (a) Central 

He    Married    His    Wife    (20th    Century-Fox)— Feb.    8    (a-b) Palace 

Calling    Philo    Vance    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Feb.    8    (a) Palace 

Of  Mice  and   Men    (United  Artists-Hal   Roach)    (c) Roxy 

Foreign 

Una   Bonna  pra  Due  Mondi   (Esperia  Pictures) — Feb.  8 Cinecitta 

The  Human   Beast   (Juno  Films) — Feb.   19 55th   St.   Playhouse 

The    Baker's   Wife    (Malcolm-Browne    Pictures) — Feb.    26 World 

(a)    Dual   bill.         (b)    Subsequent   run.  (c)    Follows   current   bill. 


"Westerner"  Going  to  UA; 
Goldwyn  Silent  After  That 

Samuel  Goldwyn's  "The  West- 
erner" will  be  released  under  the 
United  Artists  banner,  it  was  an- 
nounced officially  on  Friday,  there- 
by ending  speculation  as  to  its  ul- 
timate distributor.  Although  it  had 
been  announced  by  Warner  Bros. 
that  the  picture  would  be  handled 
by  that  company,  it  was  believed 
in  the  trade  that  the  deal  would  not 
be  consummated  in  view  of  the  ex- 
clusive contract  held  by  UA  for  all 
Goldwyn  pictures  until  1945. 

It  was  not  indicated  by  Goldwyn 
whether  his  succeeding  product 
would  be  delivered  to  UA  for  dis- 
tribution. Goldwyn  is  suing  to  have 
his  exclusive  distribution  contract 
voided. 


It's  Smith  Versus  Smith 
As  RKO  Plans  Smith  Month 


March  will  be  Smith  Month  in  the 
RKO  organization,  with  Smith  com- 
peting against  Smith.  Cresson 
Smith,  western  and  southern  divis- 
ion manager,  and  Andv  W.  Smith, 
eastern  and  Canadian  division  man- 
ager, will  hurl  their  forces  against 
each  other  as  a  part  of  the  Ned 
Depinet  Drive  which  gets  under  way 
this    week. 

Herb  Maclntyre,  drive  captain, 
returns  to  New  York  today  after 
spending  five  weeks  covering  38  ex- 
changes where  he  prepared  the  field 
men  for  the  billing  campaign  which 
ends  May  10. 


Trailer-Made  Will  Retire; 
To  be  Liquidated  by  NSS 

National  Screen  Service  has  ac- 
cepted for  liquidation  purposes  an 
assignment  of  Trailer-Made's  exist- 
ing contracts  with  exhibitors  under 
the  prevailing  terms  and  rentals, 
which  will  remain  in  force  until  the 
expiration  of  such  agreements. 
Trailer-Made,  Inc.,  is  retiring  from 
business. 

National  Screen  will  service  its 
own  trailers  to  Trailer-Made  cus- 
tomers. When  the  contracts  expire, 
exhibitors  may  renew  with  National 
Screen  under  new  arrangements  for 
the   continuation  of  the   service. 

Trailer-Made  was  organized  two 
years  ago  by  E.   Schwartz. 


702-Pathe  Film  Lab.  Sign 

Contract  between  Local  702,  lab. 
technicians  union,  and  Pathe  Film 
Laboratories  New  York  lab.  on  45th 
St.  was  closed  last  week.  Pact, 
which  is  retroactive  to  Jan.  1,  ex- 
pires on  Dec.  31.  It  grants  one 
week's  vacation  with  pay,  a  closed 
shop  and  general  wage  increases. 


"Grapes"  Still  Clicking 

With  business  at  the  Rivoli  con- 
tinuing at  a  record-breaking  pace, 
it  is  expected  that  "The  Grapes  Of 
Wrath"  will  stay  at  the  house  a 
minimum  of  10  weeks.  Picture  has 
been  playing  12  days  to  SRO  busi- 
ness with  no  sign  of  the  heavy  at- 
tendance slackening. 


cominG  finD  Gome 

.  - 

MURRAY  SILVERSTONE  and  ZOLTAN  KORDA 
leave   for  the   Coast  Thursday. 

LYNN  FARNOL,  United  Artists  ad.  and  pub. 
manager,   leaves  for   Hollywood   tomorrow. 

HARRY  HAM  and  MADELEINE  CARROUfeiiled 
for  Europe  Saturday  on  the  Conte  di  Sa^H. 

RICHARD  GREENE  is  due  in  this  week  from 
the  Coast. 

EMMA  JASIN  and  MAISIE  DETGEN,  of  Metro- 
politan Theaters,  left  for  Hollywood  Saturday 
via   New  Orleans. 

JOSEPH  LEE,  sales  manager  of  the  20th-Fox 
exchange  in  New  York,  is  in  Florida  for  a  three- 
week    stay. 

PAUL  EDMONDS  left  for  the  Coast  over  the 
week-end. 

HERB  MclNTYRE,  captain  of  the  Ned  Depinet 
Drive  at  RKO,  returns  to  the  home  office  today 
from   a    nation-wide   trip. 

JOSEPH  MOSKOWITZ,  20th-Fox  exec,  has 
temporarily  postponed  his  trip  to  the  Coast. 

PAUL  DULZELL,  Equity  exec,  and  GEORGE 
HELLER  and  EMILY  HOLT,  of  AFRA,  flew  to 
Hollywood   Friday. 

LIEUT.  HARRY  COSTELLO,  Chicago  film  cen- 
sor,   is   spending   his   vacation    in    Florida. 

MR.  and  MRS.  AARON  FISHMAN  of  the 
Community,  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  family  will 
join  Dr.  J.  B.  and  Abe  Fishman,  also  of  Fishman 
Theaters    in    Miami    Feb.    23. 

SAM  KATZ  is  at  the  Sherry  Netherland. 

FORREST  TUCKER,  who  plays  an  important 
role  in  Samuel  Goldwyn's  forthcoming  produc- 
tion, "The  Westerner,"  starring  Gary  Cooper, 
'.s  paying  a  brief  visit  to  New  York. 


Summation  in  Hub  Trust 

Suits  to  Start  Mar.  25 


Boston  —  Attorneys  in  the  com- 
bined Morse  and  Rothenberg  and 
George  Walsh-Lou  Anger  anti-trust 
suits  are  going  over  the  volume  of 
evidence  amassed  in  the  last  14 
months  of  litigation,  preparing  con- 
cluding arguments  for  presentation 
to  Philip  Hendrick,  Master  sitting 
on  the  case.  The  battery  of  defense 
lawyers  and  George  S.  Ryan,  at- 
torney for  the  plaintiffs,  are  sched- 
uled to  begin  their  summation 
March  25. 


Herman  Rifkin  May  Add 

More  Houses  to  String 

Boston — Herman  Rifkin,  former 
Republic  franchise  holder,  who  last 
week  took  over  five  Springfield  the- 
aters, is  operating  the  houses  under 
the  setup  and  existence  when  the 
Cohen  Brothers  sold  out.  The  ac- 
quisition gives  Rifkin  eight  New 
England  houses.  He  is  considering 
additional  theater  properties. 


BR»»nt9-4153-4 


When  VIVIEN  LEIGH  swings  it! . . . 

and  CHARLES  LAUGHTON  sings  it! . . .  WOW  !  ! 


•  Your  chance  to  get  the  year's 
greatest  star  discovery,  Vivien  Leigh 
.  .  .  together  for  the  first  time  with 
the  screen's  supreme  character 
actor,  Charles  Laughton — in  the 
show  that's  got  everything — sing- 
ing, dancing,  drama,  and  a  love 
story  that  hits  straight  at  the  heart! 

CHARLES 

LAUGHTON 

VIVIEN  LEIGH 


^.  A  Heart-Stirring  Di 


A  Heart-Stirring  Drama  of  Peace- Time  London! 


MDEWAIKS  OF  LONDON 


## 


! 


with  REX  HARRISON  •  Screen  Play  by  Clemence  Dane  •  Directed  by  TIM  WHELAN 
Produced  by  ERICH  POMMER       •       A  Pommer-Laughton  "Mayflower"  Production 


A  Paramount  Release 


■     ■ 
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TREND  SEEN  TOWARDS 
SETTLING  LOCAL  SUITS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

available    and    clearances    adjusted. 

It  has  been  indicated  from  various 
sources  that  some  distributors  who 
have  been  named  defendants  in  local 
suits  no  longer  want  to  be  dragged 
into  the  actions  merely  because  they 
are  major  companies.  They  argue, 
it  is  said,  that  if  a  circuit  operates 
in  such  a  way  that  suits  are  filed, 
there  is  no  reason  why  a  distributor 
who  wants  to  iron  out  the  contro- 
versy must  go  along  with  the  others 
and  go  to  court. 

It  is  reported  unofficially  that 
other  local  suits  may  be  settled 
shortly  on  the  same  basis. 


Court  Gets  Crescent  Plea 
for  More  Specific  Charges 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

against  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co., 
its  affiliates  and  the  majors  were 
argued  before  Federal  Judge  Elmer 
D.  Davis  here  Friday  and  Saturday. 

Specifically,  the  defense  sought 
bills  of  particulars,  a  more  detailed 
bill  of  complaint  and  40  days  addi- 
tional time  in  which  to  file  answers. 

Here  from  New  York  for  the  hear- 
ing was  a  group  of  film  attorneys  in- 
cluding Louis  D.  Frohlich  and  John 
Caskey.  Crescent's  counsel  is  George 
H.  Armistead,  Jr. 


Edison"  Preview  Slated 

for  3  Port  Huron  Houses 


With  Mickey  Rooney  in  person, 
"Young  Tom  Edison"  will  have  a 
special  preview  at  three  theaters  in 
Port  Huron,  Mich.,  next  Saturday. 
Port  Huron  was  Thomas  Edison's 
boyhood  home  and  he  is  portrayed 
on  the  screen  by  Rooney.  Two  show- 
ings of  the  picture  will  be  held  at 
7  P.M.  at  the  Family  and  Majestic 
Theaters  and  at  the  Desmond  The- 
ater at  8  P.M. 

One  hundred  and  30  guests  will 
arrive  in  the  town  on  Henry  Ford's 
"Edison   train." 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  5 

Jack   Donohoe 

Stanley    W.     Hand 

Walter    W.    Simons 

Monta    Bell 

J.  A.    Miller 


ALCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALY; 

T  T  T 


•      •      •     JUST  recently a  thesis  or  two  in  this  colyum  had  to  do 

with   good  product bringing   iolks    in   droves    to    pix   houses 

locally    and    elsewhere since    the    turn    oi    the    year Now    it 

appears  fitting  to  talk  a  bit  about  another  factor  which  has  a  lot  to  do 

with  the  b.o namely,  "good-will" Every  year  sees  this  vital 

element    on    the   increase    twixt    the   industry    and    the    public and 

most  of  it,  we  believe,  springs  from  consideration  shown  to  patrons  by 
perceiving  showmen  in  the  conduct  of  their  theaters 


•  •  •  THIS  department  remembers  the  wry  faces  of  film 
critics  hereabouts whenever  a  job  of  film  reviewing  in  a  cer- 
tain Broadway  area  theater  had  to  be  done The  critical  ones 

didn't  fancy  the  rather  rough-and-tumble  atmosphere which 

they  unanimously   asserted  prevailed  from  the   doorman  to   the 

ushers and   upward   even   to   the   management Finally 

their  annoyance   got   the   better   of  their   tempers and   they 

"went  to   work"  on   the  theater via  some   decidedly   brutal 

barbs shot  in  the  very  midst  of  their  film  reviews Not 

only  did  the  sensitive  pix  appraisers  "go  temperamental" 

but  the  public,  too with  the  result  that  a  helluva  picture  had 

to  grace  the  house's  screen to  get  John  Q.  Public  &  Co.  in- 
terested in  attending All  this  happened  some  years  ago 

but  doubtless  had  a  marked  influence  upon  the  hasty  creation  of 

"house  staff  militarism" which  meant  the  actual  drilling  of 

house  attaches spiced  with  heel-clicking,  saluting,  et  al 


•  •  •  BUT  the  perceiving  showman  knew  that  fancy  dress  and 
military  fanfare couldn't  disguise  any  lack  of  courtesy  and  con- 
sideration  So  came  into  being  an  auxiliary  campaign — the 

innoculation  of  the  theater  staffs  with  strong  serums  of  politeness   and 

diplomacy administered  under  the  banner:  "The  Patron  Is  Always 

Right" Often  it  was  tough  medicine  because  the  law  of  average 

brought  staff  members  into  trying  situations  where  the  patron  was  as 
wrong  as   the  proverbial   "Jim" who   was   out  of  step   exclusively. 


•      •      •     TODAY,  there's  a  whale  of  a  lot  of  courtesy  extended 

to  filmgoers and  the   latter  know  it and   appreciate   it 

But  there's  always  room  for  more Anent  this,  there 

comes   to   mind   the   thorough   and   hawk-like   manner   in   which 

Charles  H.  Ryan  of  Warners'  Chicago  theaters watches  every 

opportunity   to   effect   results  in  patron-relations "Business, 

like  friendship,  is  sensitive;  it  goes  where  it  is  best  treated,  and 

stays  where  it  is  best  served" — a  Ryanism  worth  heeding 

and  adopting lock,  stock  and  barrel 


•      •      •      CHARLES   Goldreyer,   former  New   York   area  exhib 

has  become  affiliated  with  Filmland  Press  Theater  Printers,  Inc 

with  headquarters  at  358  West  44th  St.  and  plant,  specializing  in  offset 

printing,    at    636    Eleventh    Ave Another    pix    industry    gent,    Joe 

Bonomo,  former  "U"  serial  star  and  "Tarzan" is  now  at  the  head 

of  a  newly-formed  publishing  org in  the  physical  culture  and  health 

field which  is  publishing   the   mag,   "Good  Healthkeeping" 


RULES  HARRY  GOHN 
MUST  BE  EXAMINED 


«    «    « 


»    »    » 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

that  an  affidavit  had  been  submitted 
that  day  which  indicated  that  Cohn 
was  now  in  New  York.  "If  this  is 
so,"  the  Court  said,  "he  must  suJ^it 
to  the  examination  in  New  Yoi^-ds 
stated  in  the  notice  of  examination." 

Under  this  ruling  Cohn,  if  in  New 
York,  must  submit  to  examination 
today. 

The  affidavit  referred  to  in  the 
opinion  was  made  by  Special  Assis- 
tant William  P.  Farnsworth,  of  the 
D  of  J,  who  claimed  that  Harold 
Ranstad,  an  FBI  agent,  had  located 
Cohn  at  the  Sherry  Netherlands 
Hotel  in  New  York  and  that  Cohn 
had  arrived  on  Thursday.  Farnsworth 
claimed  that  there  was  no  necessity 
of  examining  Cohn  in  Los  Angeles. 


Davidson  Named  Receiver 

for  Educational  Pictures 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

day,  Judge  Bondy  appointed  James 
A.  Davidson  as  receiver  under  a 
$5,000  bond.  Davidson  was  author- 
ized to  take  immediate  possession 
of  all  Educational's  assets  pending 
further  Court  order.  Creditors  of 
the  company  are  restrained  from  in- 
terfering with  company  assets. 

Davidson  was  appointed  on  appli- 
cation of  Loyd  Wright,  trustee  of 
the  estate  of  Grand  National  Films, 
Inc.,  a  $200,000  creditor.  Wright 
claimed  in  an  affidavit  that  immed- 
iate appointment  of  a  receiver  was 
necessary  because  the  trustee  of 
Grand  National  Pictures  was  threat- 
ening to  dispossess  valuable  equip- 
ment from  the  California  studio. 
Educational,  according  to  Wright, 
has  a  mortgage  of  $50,000  on  the 
equipment  and  a  possible  additional 
$40,000  lien. 

In  addition,  Wright  stated,  E.  V. 
Hally,  a  $6,000  creditor,  was  threat- 
ening to  sell  valuable  collateral  con- 
sisting of  rights  to  motion  pictures. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Engagement  of  Sidney  Fried- 
berg,  an  associate  of  the  firm  of 
Phillips  &  Nizer,  film  attorneys,  to 
Miss  Bernice  Rocker,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Rocker,  of  88 
Central  Park  West,  New  York  City, 
and  Andover,  N.  J.,  was  announced 
yesterday.  Freidberg  studied  law  at 
Yale,  while  his  fiancee  was  educated 
at  Ethical  Culture  School,  Vassar 
College  and  Packard.  A  reception 
at  the  Rocker  home  is  to  be  held 
Feb.  22.  The  wedding  is  planned 
for  early  Fall. 


Frances  Smith,  secretary  to  H.  M. 
Richey,  RKO's  director  of  exhibitor 
relations,  revealed  Friday  that  she 
was  married  in  late  November.  She 
now  is  Mrs.  Robert  O.  Benson. 


Monday,  February  5,  1940 


W*V£uLY 


GWTW  TOTAL  GROSS 
ALREADY  $3,500,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"takes,"  with  the  picture  already 
netting  a  higher  admission  total  in 
monetary  returns  than  the  average 
piebgg  does  in  a  lifetime.  Picture 
has'- 1  yet  opened  in  all  keys. 

This  figure,  on  a  ratio  basis 
against  the  straight  70  per  cent 
under  which  it  is  being  sold  by 
Metro,  brings  in  almost  $2,500,000 
to  Metro  and  Selznick  International. 
That  figure  is  more  than  half  the 
production  cost. 

Fifty-one  new  dates  for  "Wind" 
were  announced  over  the  week-end, 
bringing  the  total  engagements  to 
300  in  279  cities. 

Reports  from  the  field  reveal  that 
the  picture  is  grossing,  in  some 
situations,  four  to  five  times  a  the- 
ater's normal  good  business.  Week- 
ly grosses  at  the  Astor  and  Capitol, 
Broadway,  are  more  than  $100,000. 
Receipts  at  the  Carthay  and  United 
Artists,  Los  Angeles,  totalled  slight- 
ly more  than  $50,000.  Similar 
grosses,  in  proportion  to  seating 
capacities  and  population,  are  re- 
ported from  all  sections. 


Chicago— GWTW  will  open  in  10 
Great  States  key  situations  before 
the  end  of  the  month.  Quincy, 
Galesburg  and  Alto  are  the  latest 
set. 


Cinema  Lodge  to  Induct 

Dr.  David  DeSola  Pool 


Dr.  David  DeSola  Pool,  Rabbi  of 
the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Syna- 
gogue of  New  York  City,  will  be 
inducted  as  a  member  of  Cinema 
Lodge  of  B'Nai  B'Rith  at  a  general 
meeting  to  be  held  Thursday  at  8:30 
P.M.  in  the  Hotel  Edison's  Sun 
Room.  A.  W.  Schwalberg  of  War- 
ners will  preside. 

Speakers  will  include  Charles  J. 
Johnson,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the 
F.  &  A.  Masons,  State  of  New  York; 
Judge  Myron  Sulzberger,  and 
Louis  Nizer,  film  industry  attorney; 
and  Dr.  DeSola  Pool. 

Rabbi  Aaron  Opher,  of  the  He- 
brew Tabernacle  of  N.  Y.  C.  will  de- 
liver the  invocation,  and  Rabbi  Saul 
H.  Applebaum,  associate  Rabbi,  Cen- 
tral Synagogue,  will  deliver  the 
benediction.  Harold  Rodner,  Chair- 
man of  the  Program  Committee,  has 
arranged  for  the  presentation  of  the 
Choral  Ensemble  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  Leo  Braun. 


Scare  Kills  Exhib. 

Nine  Years  Later 

Norfolk,  Neb. — A  scare  given  August 
J.  Tews,  when  manager  of  the  Granada 
here  nine  years  ago,  resulted  in  his  death 
last  week.  Always  in  perfect  health 
he  was  held  up  as  he  was  putting  the 
money  in  the  office  safe,  and  the  fright 
developed    heart    trouble. 

It  was  during  one  of  these  attacks 
nine  years  after  the  robbery,  that  he 
died. 


Michigan's   Episcopal 
Churches  Ban  Games 

Detroit — Condemnation  of  gambling 
by  the  Diocesan  Convention  of  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Church  here  resulted 
in  an  absolute  ban  on  all  games  of 
chance  in  any  form  at  churches  of  that 
denomination.  Ruling  was  issued  by 
the  Bishop  of  Michigan,  Frank  W. 
Creighton,  and  applies  to  Bingo  parties 
particularly,  a  favorite  form  of  activity 
on  the  part  of  some  churches  in  this 
territory,  and  long  a  source  of  complaint 
on  the  part  of  theater  owners. 


WB  Publicists  Promoted; 
Chicago  Meet  Ends  Today 

Chicago  —  Charles  Einfeld,  War- 
ners' director  of  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising, announced  at  the  current 
three-day  meeting  of  district  and 
branch  managers  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel  here  a  series  of  promotions 
among  the  company's  field  repre- 
sentatives, effective  immediatley. 

Sam  Clark,  publicity  representa- 
tive in  the  Midwest,  headquartering 
in  Chicago,  takes  over  the  West 
Coast  territory  with  headquarters 
in  Los  Angeles,  working  under 
Henry  Herbel,  district  manager. 
Fred  Barto,  M-G-M's  Chicago  pub- 
licist for  the  past  decade,  has  been 
engaged  to  succeed  Clark  here, 
working  under  Rud  Lohrenz,  dis- 
trict manager. 

Dick  Hyland,  publicity  represen- 
tative in  Dallas,  is  promoted  to  the 
Washington,  D.  C,  territory,  where 
he  will  serve  under  Central  District 
Manager  Bob  Smeltzer.  Bill  Lewis, 
free-lance  publicist,  replaces  Hyland 
in  Dallas,  where  he  will  work  under 
Fred  Jack,  Southern  district  man- 
ager. 

Cameron  Shipp,  field  representa- 
tive in  Atlanta,  is  promoted  to  the 
company's  publicity  staff  in  Bur- 
bank,  and  is  replaced  by  Jack  Gold- 
smith, h.o.  press  book  department. 
Milton  Skolsky,  free  lance  writer 
moves  into  the  post  vacated  by 
Goldsmith. 

Other  WB  field  representatives 
are  Phil  Engel  of  the  N.  Y.  and 
New  England  territroy,  headquar- 
tering in  New  York;  Monroe  Rubin- 
ger,  stationed  in  Kansas  City  and 
covering  the  Prairie  District  under 
James  Winn;  and  Martin  Weiser 
working  out  of  Los  Angeles  and 
serving  under  newly  appointed  Sam 
Clark. 

The  meeting  here,  called  by  Gen- 
eral Sales  Manager  Gradwell  L. 
Sears  winds  up  this  evening. 


Ten  Best"  Poll  Winner 

Looks  Over  Hollywood 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Richard  Veach,  15- 
year-old  Grafton,  Neb.,  high  school 
boy  who  won  the  Sunday  Journal 
and  Star  (Lincoln,  Neb.)  10  best 
movie  poll  in  conjunction  with  Film 
Daily,  is  now  in  Hollywood  gander- 
ing  the  studios,  the  first  prize.  He 
is  accompanied  by  his  brother,  Bob, 
and  they're  stopping  at  the  Holly- 
wood  Roosevelt. 


F  &  M  Buys  White  Space 
to  Plug  GWTW  Opposition 

St.  Louis — When  a  circuit  opera- 
tor these  days  purchases  display 
space  to  praise  a  competitor's  at- 
traction and  "earnestly  urge"  its 
patronage,  that's  more  than  news  in 
film    biz — its    about   the    millenium. 

But  it  has  happened  here. 

Harry  C.  Arthur,  Jr.,  vice- 
prexy  and  general  manager  of  F  & 
M,  bought  wide  space  in  the  dailies 
to  publish  an  "open  letter"  hailing 
GWTW,  running  currently  at  Loew's, 
sole  first-run  competitor  of  F  &  M's 
Ambassador,  Fox  and  Missouri  the- 
aters.     Text   of  the  letter  follows: 

"It  isn't  often  that  one  feels  im- 
pelled to  praise  publicly  a  competi- 
tor's product — but  such  is  the  case 
here. 

"  'Gone  With  the  Wind'  is  a  truly 
great  film  production  which  glor- 
iously augments  a  brilliant  Cine- 
matic history,  and  which  must — of 
necessity — raise  to  a  new  and  higher 
level  Today's  Standards  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Art. 

"As  fellow-competitors,  we  salute 
Loew's  Theater — and  express  a  sin- 
cere wish  that  St.  Louis  will  greet 
this  brilliant  film  in  truly  brilliant 
fashion. 

"We  earnestly  urge  everyone  to 
visit  Loew's  to  witness  this  greatest 
of  motion   picture   achievements." 


New  Jersey  Labor  Joins 

in  Fight  on  Neely  Bill 

Newark,  N.  J.— The  New  Jersey 
State  Federation  of  Labor  has 
joined  the  unions'  assault  upon  the 
Neely  bill. 

Louis  P.  Marciante,  president,  and 
City  Commissioner  Murphy,  secre- 
tary-treasurer, wrote  to  the  con- 
gressional delegation  that  "if  the 
bill  is  enacted  it  will  have  a  pos- 
sible devastating  effect  on  the  popu- 
lar   American    movie    industry." 


Rochester,  N.  Y. — At  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Rochester  Theatrical 
Proctective  Union,  the  Central 
Trades  and  Labor  Council  has  adopt- 
ed a  resolution  opposing  the  Neely 
bill  and  calling  upon  Congressmen 
in  this  district  to  vote  against  it. 

Resolution  asserts  the  measure 
"would  solve  none  of  the  problems 
of  the  industry"  but  instead  would 
"do  great  damage  to  a  major  Amer- 
ican industry." 


Philadelphia — The  Motion  Picture 
Forum  at  its  last  meeting  adopted 
a  resolution  protesting  the  passage 
of  the  Neely  bill. 


Hear  Writ  Application 

Application  will  be  heard  today 
by  Justice  Samuel  I.  Rosenman  for 
a  preliminary  injunction  which 
would  decree  that  the  suspension  of 
Local  258,  United  Theatrical  and 
Motion  Picture  Service  Employes' 
Union,  from  the  United  Retail  and 
Wholesale  Employes  of  America, 
CIO,  is  void.  Action  is  being 
brought    to    seek   reinstatement. 


«REVI6WS» 

"Little  Old  New  York" 

with  Richard  Greene,  Fred  MacMurray, 

Alice  Faye,  Brenda  Joyce 

20th-Fox  100  Mins. 

HUMOROUS  AND  DRAMATIC  BY  TURN, 
STORY  OF  ROBERT  FULTON  IS  SOLID 
ENTERTAINMENT,  SHOULD  SCORE  AT 
BOX   OFFICE. 

Pre-sold  by  history,  this  picturization  of 
Robert  Fulton  and  his  steamboat  should  do 
extremely  well  at  the  box  office.  There 
is  plenty  of  power  in  the  top  names  in  the 
cast,  the  story  is  highly  interesting  apart 
from  its  historic  value,  and  it  recreates 
an  era  of  American  history  that  can't  fail 
to  be  of  interest  to  everybody.  The  pic- 
ture readily  lends  itself  to  untold  exploita- 
tion possibilities  for  enterprising  exhibitors. 
Executive  producer  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and 
Raymond  Griffith,  associate  producer,  get 
credit  for  the  rich  production  value;  and 
Director  Henry  King  does  a  deft  job  in 
guiding  his  players  through  the  picture, 
creating  considerable  suspense  in  addition 
to  the  dramatic  and  humorous  aspects  of 
the  film.  Richard  Greene  is  personable 
as  the  struggling  young  inventor.  The  two 
top  female  spots  are  admirably  filled  by 
the  Misses  Faye  and  Joyce,  both  of  whom 
are  attractive  and  capable.  Fred  MacMur- 
ray is  good  as  a  burly  ship  builder,  and  a 
fine  supporting  cast  complements  the  prin- 
cipals, including  Andy  Devine,  Henry  Steph- 
enson and  Ward  Bond.  A  smoothly  running 
screenplay  has  been  provided  by  Harry 
Tugend  from  a  story  by  John  Balderston. 
Greene  returns  to  New  York  after  some 
years  in  Europe  with  a  new  model  of  his 
boat.  However,  Stephenson  withdraws  his 
financial  support.  Previously  Greene  has 
had  a  fight  with  Ward  Bond,  a  shipbuilder, 
who  fires  MacMurray.  Bond,  fearful  that 
this  new  "contraption"  will  destroy  the 
shipbuilding  business,  smashes  the  model 
and  puts  every  obstacle  possible  in  the  path 
of  Greene  and  MacMurray,  who  has  signed 
up  to  build  the  boat.  The  first  ship  is 
burned,  but  after  numerous  difficulties  a 
second  ship  is  completed  that  actually 
works,  astounding  the  critics  and  assuring 
Fulton's  success.  Romantic  interest  between 
Greene  and  Miss  Joyce  and  MacMurray  and 
Miss  Faye  is  well  handled,  wih  everything 
straightened  out  after  some  misunderstand- 
ings. 

CAST:  Alice  Faye,  Brenda  Joyce,  Fred 
MacMurray,  Richard  Greene,  Henry  Steph- 
enson, Ward  Bond,  Andy  Devine,  Fritz  Feld, 
C.  H.  Wilson,  Robert  Middlemass,  Roger 
Imhof,  Theodore  Von  Eltz,  Arthur  Ayles- 
worth,  Virginia  Brissac,  Stanley  Andrews, 
Ben  Carter,  0.  G.  Hendrian,  Harry  Tyler, 
Victor  Killian,  Paul  Sutton,  Tyler  Brooke, 
Herbert  Ashley,  Jody  Gilbert,  Herbert  Hey- 
wood. 

CREDITS:  Executive  Producer,  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck;  Associate  Producer,  Raymond  Grif- 
fith; Director,  Henry  King;  Screenplay, 
Harry  Tugend;  Story,  John  Balderston; 
Based  on  a  play  by  Rida  Johnson  Young; 
Cameraman,  Leon  Shamroy;  Editor,  B.  Mc- 
Lean. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Ex- 
pert. 

B  &  K  Holdes  "69th" 

Chicago — B  &  K  is  holding  War- 
ners' "The  Fighting  69th"  at  the 
Chicago  Theater.  Dorothy  Lamour 
tops  the  stage  bill. 
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LOEWS  12-WEEK  NET 
DOWN  TO  $1,393,456 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ago,  the  preferred  paid  $21.90,  the 
common  $1.74  for  the  12  weeks. 

The  company's  share  of  operating 
profit  after  subsidiaries'  preferred 
dividends  was  $3,017,481  as  against 
$4,938,934  in  1938.  Depreciation  and 
taxes  totaled  $1,124,025  in  1939,  $1,- 
458,991  in  1938. 

In  both  years,  $500,000  was  set 
aside  as  reserve  for  contingencies. 

Earning  statement  is  subject  to 
year-end  audit,  statement  issued  by 
David  Bernstein,  vice-prexy  and 
treasurer,  states. 


Merrill,  RKO  Treasurer; 

Mallard  Leaving  Board 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

assistant  to  President  George  J. 
Schaefer  and  was  elected  a  vice- 
president  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
board.  Before  joining  RKO,  Merrill 
held  several  important  positions.  He 
was  vice-president  of  the  Royal  Bak- 
ing Co.,  vice-president  of  the  Great 
Island  Holding  Co.  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  W.  &  J.  Sloane. 


Shows  "iVazt  Spy" 

Gets  Five  Years 

Rome  (By  Cable) — Nazi  conquerors 
of  Poland  have  imprisoned  a  Poznan 
film  exhibitor  for  five  years  because  in 
June  last,  prior  to  German  occupation, 
he  ran  Warners'  "Confessions  of  a  Nazi 
Spy,"  it  is  charged  in  a  second  pamphlet 
issued  here  by  Polish  envoys  to  the 
Vatican   and   to    Italy. 


HEAR  4  A'S  DIVIDED 
ON  JOINT  TELE  PLAN 


"Abe  Lincoln"  Will  Play 

at  Music  Hall  B.O.  Scale 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  play  at  regular  admission  prices, 
although  advanced  scales  have  been 
set  in  other  situations. 

The  West  Coast  premiere  occurred 
last  week  at  Hollywood's  Four  Star 
Theater,  the  first  road  show  to  play 
there  since  "In  Old  Chicago"  two 
years  ago.  Roadshow  engagements 
also  are  current  in  various  Florida 
cities,  and  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

executive  secretary  of  Equity,  and 
Emily  Holt  and  George  Heller,  AFRA 
chieftains,  suddenly  left  for  the 
Coast  Friday  by  plane  to  confer  with 
Ken  Thomson,  SAG  executive  secre- 
tary, and  other  execs,  of  A  AAA 
unions  there. 

It  is  believed  that  the  agreement 
on  a  joint  board  to  administer  the 
television  field  is  not  finding  favor 
with  certain  4A  bodies  and  they  are 
seeking  a  revision.  None  of  the  de- 
i  parting  executives  commented  on  the 
purpose  of  their  trip  and  inquiries 
at  union  headquarters  brought  forth 
statements  that  the  trip  was  just  a 
routine  checkup  on  different  matters. 


"Three  Girls  and  a  Gob," 

Lloyd's  First  RKO  Film 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  not  appear  in  the  picture  which 
will  have  an  all-star  cast. 

Lloyd's  most  recent  pictures  were 
"Professor  Beware"  and  "The  Milky 
Way." 


Too  Many  Film  "Purgers," 

National  Board  is  Told 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vision  and  scope,  Arthur  Mayer  of 
the  Rialto  theater  told  the  annual 
conference  of  the  National  Board  of 
Review  of  Motion  Pictures  which 
closed  Saturday  with  the  annual  lun- 
cheon at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 

Mayer  declared  that  from  his  own 
experience  as  a  theater  manager, 
producer  of  documentaries  and  im- 
porter of  foreign  pix,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  lack  of  popular  enthu- 
siasm has  been  the  principal  reason 
why  many  well-made,  socially  im- 
portant films  have  left  their  makers 
out  of  pocket  and  put  a  damper  on 
the  making  of  others. 

Albert  S.  Howson,  of  Warners, 
another  speaker,  asserted  "there  is 
no  doubt  that  in  the  not  very  distant 
future,  we  will  have  three-dimen- 
sional photography  perfected  to 
such  a  degree  that  a  picture  on  the 
screen  will  have  the  same  depth 
that  a  room  now  has  to  the  human 
eye." 

Hans  Burger,  director,  discussed 
production  of  documentaries,  and 
W.  W.  Whittinghill,  Detroit  educa- 
tor, trends  in  the  use  of  educational 
motion  pictures. 

Conference  went  on  record  as  com- 
mending 20th-Fox  for  its  produc- 
tion of  "The  Grapes  of  Wrath"  and 
pledged  its  support. 

Luncheon,  at  which  Dr.  A.  A. 
Brill,  board  chairman,  was  toastmas- 
ter,  was  attended  by  the  following 
honor  guests: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Robin- 
son, Harry  Carey,  Bert  Lytell,  Bur- 
gess Meredith,  Sara  Allgood,  Ona 
Munson,  Edmond  O'Brien,  Mary 
Howard,  Louise  Rousseau,  John 
Beal,  Donald  Cook,  Betty  Field,  Van 
Heflin,  Allison  Skipworth,  Ezra 
Stone,  Robert  Stack,  Bertita  Hard- 
ing, Hal  Hode. 


1,000th  for  "Harvest" 

"Harvest,"  the  French  picture 
called  the  best  of  1939's  foreign  lan- 
guage importations  by  the  New  York 
film  critics,  played  its  1,000th  per- 
formance at  the  World  Theater  on 
Saturday,  having  opened  there  on 
Oct.  2. 


THE  WEEI\  IN 
REVIEW 

D  of  J's  Surprise 
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prepared  to  set  up  a  five-man  joint 
committee  to  regulate  tele  plavers. 


w 
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STATISTICAL:  Department  of 
Commerce  reported  a  serious  slump 
in  U.  S.  film  exports  for  1939,  with 
Brazil  replacing  the  U.K.  as  the  best 
market  .  .  .  Photographic  and  pro- 
jection goods  exports  for  the  year 
fell  $803,000  .  .  .  Total  of  761  fea- 
tures were  released  in  the  U.  S.  in 
1939;  U.  S.  companies  483;  278  were 
imports. 

*  *  * 

PRODUCTION:  Rowland  Brown 
was  disclosed  as  taking  an  Eastern 
production  deal  with  Paramount, 
whose  Stanton  Griffis  conferred  with 
Mayor  LaGuardia  .  .  .  Twentieth 
Century-Fox  signed  Lucien  Hubbard 
as  an  associate  producer  .  .  .  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  bought  "Brooklyn  Bridge" 
for  a  top  budget  pix  .  .  .  Sam  Gold- 
wyn  announced  plans  for  "Tahiti," 
reuniting  Dorothy  Lamour  and  Jon 

Hall.  

FOREIGN 

QUOTA:  The  British  Films  Coun- 
cil approved  retention  of  the  quota; 
the  Film  Credit  Bank  plan  was  re- 
garded as  unlikely  because  of  British 
governmental  opposition. 


Examination  of  Hammons 
Will  Resume  on  Feb.  15 


Examination  of  Earle  W.  Ham- 
mons, former  head  of  Grand  Na- 
tional, continued  on  Friday  with 
Hammons  testifying  as  to  the  de- 
tails of  a  $9,000  loan  made  by  Sally 
Hammons,  his  mother,  to  Grand  Na- 
tional. 

This  loan  after  $3,000  had  been 
repaid,  Hammons  stated,  had  been 
assumed  by  Educational,  the  parent 
company. 

Examination  was  adjourned  to 
Feb.  15  to  afford  the  trustee's  at- 
torneys an  opportunity  of  further 
preparation. 


Rites  for  Sid  Dennenberg 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  for 
Sid  Dennenberg,  43,  who  died  here 
were  held  Sunday  at  the  Home  of 
Peace  with  Rabbi  Neches  officiating. 
Dennenberg,  who  came  to  California 
a  month  ago  for  his  health,  was  for 
the  past  several  years  advertising 
manager  for  Warners'  Ohio  zone  the- 
aters and  was  with  Paramount  be- 
fore joining  Warners. 


STORKS! 


A  daughter,  christened  Nancy  Lo- 
rinda,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Lind  on  Thursday  night,  last, 
in  the  Harkness  Pavilion,  Medical 
Center.  Lind  is  manager  of  Mono- 
gram Pictures  contract  department. 
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Publicists,  Film  Editors  Join^SWG's  Neely  Bill  Fight 

COL.  NEVER  CONSIDERETJPNG  THEATERS  -COHN 

Two  Large  Poster  Exchanges  Taken  Over  by  A  A,  Inc. 


Cincinnati    and    Kansas    City 

Poster  Firms  Taken  By 

NSS  Subsidiary 

Theater  Poster  Supply  Co.  of  Cin- 
cinnati, said  to  be  the  largest  inde- 
pendent poster  renter  in  the  U.  S., 
and  the  Independent  Poster  Ex- 
change of  Kansas  City  have  been 
taken  over  by  Advertising  Acces- 
sorise, Inc.,  subsidiary  of  National 
Screen  Service,  Charles  Casanave, 
vice  president,  announced  yesterday. 
These  moves  bring  two  of  the  most 
important  poster  exchanges  into  the 
AA  fold. 

Billy  Bein,  head  of  the  Cincinnati 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Y.  FRANKlEEMAN 
ELECTED  AMPP  PREXY 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Y.  Frank  Freeman 
was  elected  president  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  M.  P.  Producers  at  its 
annual  meeting.  Other  officers  elect- 
ed include  Edward  J.  Mannix,  first 
vice-president;  Cliff  Work,  second 
vice-president;  Fred  W.  Beetson,  ex- 
ecutive vice-president. 

Mannix  succeeds  Jack  L.  Warner 
who  asked  to  be  relieved  of  his  duties 
because  of  press  of  studio  produc- 
tion work. 

The  board  of  directors,  composed 

{Continued  on  Page  8) 

Coast  Production  Picks  Up; 
Nine  Films  Start  This  Week 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Nine  new  pictures  are 
scheduled  to  go  into  production  this 
week. 

At  Paramount:  "The  Ghost  Break- 
ers" with  Bob  Hope,  Paulette  God- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Bernhard,  Warner  Theater 
Head,  Undergoes  Operation 

Joseph  Bernhard,  general  man- 
ager of  Warner  Bros.  Theaters,  was 
operated  upon  yesterday  at  the 
Lenox  Hill  Hospital,  New  York,  for 
gallstones.  He  is  resting  comfort- 
ably. 


Chairman  of  Pennsylvania  Censor  Board 

to  Visit  Studios  at  Producers*  Expense 

Philadelphia — Mrs.  Edna  Carroll,  chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Censors, 
now  en  route  to  the  Coast  to  visit  the  studios,  disclosed  at  a  dinner  given  in  her  honor 
prior  to  her  departure,  that  the  producers  were  paying  her  expenses  on  the  trip.  Mrs. 
Carroll   is   accompanied   by   Miss   Florence   Averill,    local    Metro   employe. 

The  dinner  was  attended  by  representatives  of  nearly  all  the  exchanges,  as  well  as 
1,200  political  leaders  and  friends.  Her  frank  admission  that  the  producers  were  paying 
her  expenses  brought  a  shower  of  praise  for  her,  and  was  entirely  in  line  with  the 
policy  adopted  by  her  since  she  took  office.  Mrs.  Carroll  has  already  broken  precedent 
by  being  quoted  on  several  occasions  and  recently  released  statistics  on  state  censoring, 
something  which   had  never  been   done  previously. 


Pick  Schaefer  and  O'Connor  to  Lead 
Catholic  Charities   Drive  in  Films 


George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  prexy, 
and  John  J. 
O'Connor, 
RKO  Thea- 
ter chief, 
have  been 
named  as 
c  hairman 
and  v  i  c  e- 
chairman  o  f 
the  Motion 
Pictures 
Committee  of 
the  Arch- 
bishop's 
Committee  of 
the  Laity  for 
1940,  and  are 
now  mobilizing  their  group.     Latter 


CEORCE  J.  SCHAEFER 


is  one  of  45  committees  making  an 
intensive  canvass  for  special  gifts 
in  connection  with  the  1940  Appeal 
of  the  Catholic  Charities  of  the 
Archdiocese  of  New  ork,  which  will 
conclude  the  week  of  March  3  with 
the  solicitation  in  the  373  parishes. 

Catholic  Charities  was  organized 
in  1920  by  the  late  Patrick  Cardinal 
Hayes.  The  current  appeal  is  the 
first  under  the  personal  leadership 
of  the  Most  Rev.  Francis  J.  Spell- 
man,  Archbishop  of  New  York. 

An  increase  in  the  number  and 
membership  of  special  trade  and  in- 
dustry groups  has  been  planned  by 
the  archbishop's  committee,  headed 
by  former  Governor  Alfred  E.  Smith 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


20th-Fox  Asking  Extended 
Playing  Time  for  "Grapes" 

Between  100  and  150  pre-release 
day  and  date  bookings  are  now  being 
set   by   the   20th-Fox   sales   depart- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Philly  PTA  Wants  Killings 
Restricted  to  Two  a  Film 

Chicago  —  Thirty  Parent-Teachers 
Associations,  with  a  total  of  5,000 
parents    present    and    voting,    have 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


SWG   Special   Committee  Adopts 
Resolution  Against  Neely's  Bill 


NFCA  Film  Nominations 
Reflect  1939  "Ten  Best' 


Minneapolis— Seven  of  the  10  pic- 
tures appearing  on  The  Film 
Daily's  1939  "Ten  Best"  have  been 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


West    Coast  Bureau    of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Screen  Publicists 
Guild,  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture 
Film  Editors  and  various  other  Hol- 
lywood organizations  have  indicated 
that  they  will  follow  the  lead  of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Company  Prexy's  Oral  Exam. 

in  Equity  Action 

is  Completed 

Harry  Cohn,  president  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures,  at  an  oral  examination 
conducted  by  the  Government  yes- 
terday told  Special  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General  Robert  L.  Wright  that 
Columbia  had  never  considered  the 
advisability  of  purchasing  theaters. 
Cohn  was  asked  whether  he  con- 
sidered it  necessary  for  a  producer 
to  own  theaters,  but  attorneys  for 
Columbia  strenuously  objected  to  an 
answer.  It  was  contended  by  the 
Columbia  attorneys  that  this  question 
was  "the  ultimate  issue  in  the  suit" 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

GOV'T  WiLLANSWER 

50  INTERROGATORIES 


The  Government  yesterday  agreed 
to  answer  a  consolidated  set  of  50 
interrogatories  filed  against  it  by  all 
majors,  except  Columbia  and  United 
Artists.  These  questions,  under  a 
stipulation,  will  be  answered  by 
March  1  either  in  the  form  of  a 
single  document  or  a  series  of  them. 
Each  answer  will  identify  the  de- 
fendants affected  by  it  and  the 
charges  made  in  it.  It  was  further 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Neb.  to  Ask  Rehearing 

of  Anti-Ascap  Action 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Attorney  General 
Walter  Johnson  said  this  week  he 
would  file  for  re-hearing  of  the  anti- 
Ascap  case,  testing  constitutionality 
of  the  1937  legislation  barring  the 
music  combination  from  the  right  to 
conduct  business  in  Nebraska. 

He  has  10  days,  following  the  de- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Companies  Plan  Exhibit 
at  1940  N.  Y.  World's  Fair 

Definite  plan  is  being  formulated 
by  the  film  companies  for  an  exhibit 
at  the  1940  New  York  World's  Fair, 
it  was  learned  yesterday.  Building 
which  would  be  taken  would  have  a 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 


Am.  Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.(2Vi%) 
Columbia  Picts.  pfd. . 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd... 

East.  Kodak 

do  pfd 

Cen.  Th.   Eq 

Loew's,  Inc.   

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pfd..  . 
Paramount    2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe    Film    

RKO      

20th  Century-Fox   .  .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 

do  pfd 


1  1  1 

158%  155"   156V2 


125/g  12'/2  125/a  +     i/8 

36  355/g  36      —     i/8 

1075/s  1075/g  1075/s  —     i/e 

71/s  7           7         

86i/4  86i/4  86i/4  _  ll/4 


101/2  IOI/4  101/2  +       l/4 

lVz  1%  1%  —     '/a 

11%  ll5/8  "%  —      VS 

891/2  87"  89i/2  +2% 

33/4  33/4  33/4  —     i/g 


NEW  YORK    BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3i/2s46. 102!/8  102       102y8   +     1/4 

Para.    B'way  3s55 

Para.  Picts.  6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3i/4s47  85         85         85       —     1/2 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  8614     853/4     86y4  +     1/4 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 1  %       1  %       1 5/8   4-     l/8 

Technicolor    I61/4     153/4     16'/4  +     1/4 

Trans-Lux     1  1  1       —     l/8 

Universal  Corp.  vfc 

Universal  Picts. 

N.   Y.  OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 10Ol/2  104 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.  2nd  deb.   '45.   71 V2     73 Vi 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.  4s   1st   '57 67i/2     69 Vi 


SAFETYI  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
T2f  Seventh  Ave. 
Nw  York  City 
•Ryant  t-SWO 


SECURITY 


Einfeld  and  Blumenstock 
Back  From  WB  Chi.  Parley 

Charles  Einfeld,  Warners'  national 
publicity-advertising  director,  accom- 
panied by  Mort  Blumenstock,  in 
charge  of  publicity  in  the  East,  re- 
turned yesterday  to  the  home  office 
from  the  three-day  sales  meeting 
which  concluded  last  night  in  the 
Hotel  Blackstone,  Chicago. 

To  initiate  new  phases  of  the  cam- 
paign on  "Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bul- 
let," and  other  releases,  including 
"Virginia  City,"  Einfeld  left  the 
mid-West  conclave  before  its  close. 
In  Chicago,  he  addressed  the  dele- 
gates and  paid  tribute  to  both  Jack 
L.  Warner  and  Hal  B.  Wallis.  He 
specially  mentioned  Wallis'  winning 
of  the  Irving  G.  Thalberg  Memorial 
Award   last  year. 

Sears  read  a  wire  from  Wallis 
outlining  forthcoming  pix,  already 
announced  to  the  trade,  and  gave 
assurances  that  the  months  ahead 
would  see  "box  office  consistency" 
increased   "positively." 

Norman  Moray,  Vitaphone  short 
subject  sales  manager,  pointed  out 
at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  that  of  4,- 
000  exhibs.  questioned  on  their  likes 
and  dislikes  in  this  field,  over  3,800 
responded.  Their  reactions  will  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  the  formulation 
of  the  company's  1940-41  shorts 
schedule. 

Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales 
manager,  and  Carl  Leserman,  assis- 
tant sales  manager,  arrive  in  New 
York  today  from  Chicago. 


Bill  Karrer  Named  Prexy 

of  New  Philly  Film  Club 

Philadelphia — At  the  organization 
meeting,  Bill  Karrer,  Republic,  was 
elected  president  of  Motion  Picture 
Associates  of  Philadelphia,  composed 
of  salesmen,  distributors,  etc.,  but 
not  exhibitors.  Body  is  mainly  for 
benevolent  purposes.  Other  officers 
are:  Epy  Epstein,  RKO,  vice-presi- 
dent; Bill  Bethell,  Columbia,  secre- 
tary; Bill  Humphries,  20th  Century- 
Fox,  treasurer;  Dave  Korson,  Co- 
lumbia,   sergeant-at-arms. 

The  board  includes  Sam  Lefko, 
RKO;  Jack  McFadden,  RKO;  Mort 
Magill,  UA;  Sam  Rosen,  Monogram; 
Bill   Doyle,  "U." 

Meetings  will  be  held  monthly. 


"Little  Old  New  York" 

Equalling  Top  Roxy  Biz 

Business  equal  to  that  set  by  other 
top  grossing  company  pictures  at 
the  Roxy  was  reported  yesterday 
bv  20th-Fox  for  the  first  three  days 
"Little  Old  New  York"  has  played 
the  house.  It  was  also  stated  that 
"The  Grapes  Of  Wrath"  continued 
to  do  SRO  business  at  the  Rivoli, 
and  "The  Blue  Bird"  was  said  to 
have  done  its  biggest  week-end  busi- 
ness since  it  opened  an  extended 
engagement  at  the  Hollywood. 

Run  for  "Ultimatum" 

"Ultimatum,"  French  film  distrib- 
uted in  this  country  by  J.  H.  Hoff- 
berg,  has  been  set  for  an  extended 
run  at  the  Fifth  Ave.  Playhouse. 


Ampa  to  Hold  Luncheons 
in  Dempsey's  Restaurant 

Beginning  Thursday,  Ampa's  reg- 
ular meetings  will  be  held  in  the 
private  Supper  Room  of  Jack  Demp- 
sey's Eighth  Avenue  Restaurant. 
The  two  weeks'  lapse  in  luncheons 
has  been  due  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  select  a  res- 
taurant with  facilities  to  answer  all 
of  the   organization's   requirements. 

The  new  arrangement  gives 
Ampa  meetings  a  capacity  of  over 
200  persons  and  provides  a  piano 
and  public-address  system  with 
which  entertainers  can  perform. 

The  line-up  of  guests  for  Thurs- 
day's luncheon  includes  I.  Goldsmith, 
Joan  Edwards,  and  Katherine  Con- 
rad. 


Universal  Sales  Execs. 

on  Swing  of  Territories 

Universal's  sales  executives  are 
covering  their  territories  in  the  wake 
of  16,000  32-page  broadsides,  an- 
nouncing the  balance  of  pictures  for 
the  current  season,  which  have  just 
been  mailed  to  the  field. 

General  Sales  Manager  William 
Scully  returns  today  from  Boston 
conferences.  Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy, 
Eastern  sales  head,  is  en  route  to 
Nashville  for  the  first  of  a  series 
of  exchange  confabs,  while  William 
Heineman,  Western  sales  chief,  is  in 
Kansas  City,  first  stopping  place  in 
a  tour  of  branches  in  his  division. 

The  broadside,  in  color,  lists  14 
top  pictures,  of  which  five  have  been 
completed  and  released. 


Herb  Maclntyre  Closes 

Tour  of  RKO's  Branches 


Herb  Maclntyre,  captain  of  the 
Ned  Depinet  Drive,  concluded  his 
tour  of  38  exchange  centers  yester- 
day with  a  meeting  of  the  person- 
nel of  Bob  Wolff's  New  York  RKO 
exchange.  Attending  were  Andy 
Smith,  Harry  Michalson,  A.  A.  Schu- 
bart,  M.  G.  Poller,  W.  J.  McShea, 
Dick  Anderson  and  Harry  Gittleson, 
the  latter  editor  of  Flash,  company 
house    organ. 


Brandt  to  Resume  Drive 

Against  Neely  Measure 

Renewal  of  his  anti-Neely  bill  ac- 
tivities, with  special  reference  to  ex- 
hib.  units,  is  expected,  following  the 
return  to  New  York  yesterday  of 
Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  prexy. 

Brandt,  who  went  to  Florida  short- 
ly after  his  return  from  a  cross- 
country swing,  stopped  in  Washing- 
ton en  route  to  New  York. 


Garrett  in  Havana  Post 

Charles  B.  Garrett,  formerly  of 
Gaumont  British  and  Monogram  in 
New  York,  has  been  named  distri- 
bution director  of  a  Cuban  newsreel 
with  headquarters  in  Havana.  The 
reel  is  known  as  Noticiario  Cine- 
matagrafico  Cubano  and  is  issued  by 
CMQ,  Cuba's  largest  radio  station 
and  El  Crisol,  a  daily  newspaper. 


com  i  no  ADD  G0IDG 


MURRAY  SILVERSTONE  leaves  for  the  Coast 
Thursday.  He  will  be  accompanied  by  CHARLES 
SCHWARTZ,    UA  attorney. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  "U"  sales  manager, 
returns  today  from   Boston. 

W.  F.  RODGERS,  HOWARD  DIETZ.W  M. 
SAUNDERS,  MICKEY  ROONEY,  WILLIAlJPVER- 
CUSON  and  LES  PETERSON  leave  tomorrow  for 
Port  Huron,  Mich. 

NATHAN  D.  GOLDEN  and  MRS.  GOLDEN  re- 
turn to  Washington  from  New  York  tomorrow; 
they  are  at  the  Astor. 

HARRY  BRANDT,  ITOA  prexy,  returned  to 
New  York  from  Florida,  via  Washington,  yester- 
day. 

WILLIAM  S.  HART  is  at  the  Astor. 

LOU  GOLDINC,  Fabian  district  manager,  leaves 
Albany  tonight  for  a  boat  trip  to  Cuba  and 
Florida. 

TESS  MICHAELS,  of  the  United  Artists  pub- 
licity department,  leaves  for  the  Coast  today. 

DON  HARTMAN,  writer,  has  returned  to  the 
Coast  after  a  New  York  stay. 

JUNE  DUPREZ  sails  for  this  country  today 
on  the  Rex. 

GEORGE  GREEN  and  CARL  WINSTEN,  Produc- 
ers Corp.  of  America  execs.,  are  here  from  the 
Coast.      SIC  SCHLAGER   joins   them   today. 

LEE  PATRICK  leaves  Hollywood  tomorrow  for 
a   vacation  here. 

WILLIAM  HEINEMAN,  Universal  Western 
division  manager,  is  in   Kansas  City. 

FRANK  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  Universal's  East- 
ern division  manager,  is  in  Nashville. 

DOLORES  DEL  RIO  is  at  the  Waldorf. 

CHARLE  CHASE,  comedian  and  director,  leaves 
the  Coast  today  for  a  New  York  visit. 

TERRY  KILBURN  arrives  here  Thursday  from 
the  Coast. 


Western  ITOA  Units  to  Send 
Delegates  to  PCC  Conference 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — L.  O.  Luken  and  Wil- 
liam Ripley,  representing  the  ITOA 
of  Washington,  Northern  Idaho  and 
Alaska;  Bob  White  and  P.  West 
Johnson,  ITOA  of  Oregon;  Rotus 
Harvey  and  Ben  Levine,  ITOA  of 
Northern  California;  Hugh  Bruen 
and  Jack  Y.  Berman,  ITOA  of  South- 
ern California,  Arizona  and  Nevada; 
and  Executive  Secretary  Robert  H. 
(Bob)  Poole,  will  attend  a  two-day 
session  of  Pacific  Coast  Conference 
of  Independent  Theater  Owners  to- 
day and  tomorrow.  Date  for  annual 
convention  will  be  set. 


Writ  Decision  Reserved 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Samuel  I.  Rosenman  yesterday  re- 
served decision  on  an  application  of 
Local  258,  United  Theatrical  and  Mo- 
tion Picture  Service  Employes' 
union,  for  an  injunction  to  restrain 
the  United  Retail  and  Wholesale 
Employes  of  America,  CIO,  from 
suspending   its   charter. 


SITUATION  WANTED 

New  York  C.P.A. — Expert  organizer  and 
systematizer  —  personnel  manager  — • 
comptroller  —  6  years'  experience  in 
motion    picture   industry. 

LEO     LIVINGSTON 
993   Carroll  St.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Tuesday,  February  6,  1940 


;  CfHlSuLY: 


TWO  POSTER  FIRMS 
TAKEN  OVER  BY  AA 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

organization,  will  remain  with  the 
company  in  an  important  executive 
PfWn  the  New  York  office.  Homer 
L.  ^.iackwell,  president  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  company,  also  will  hold  an 
exclusive  position  in  the  latter  city. 
Both  men  have  been  in  the  poster 
business  in  their  respective  cities 
for  16  years. 

Casanave  said  yesterday  that  ac- 
quisition of  the  two  poster  compa- 
nies was  another  step  in  a  series  of 
moves  instituted  by  Herman  Rob- 
bins,  president  of  AA  and  National 
Screen. 

Bein  predicted  that  the  new  setup 
would    result    in    greater    efficiency 
i  and  service  than  could  be  extended 
under  strictly  local  operation. 


20th-Fox  Asking  Extended 
Playing  Time  for  "Grapes" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ment  for  March  1  on  "The  Grapes 
Of  Wrath,"  it  was  announced  yes- 
terday by  Herman  Wobber,  general 
manager  of  distribution.  Demand 
from  exhibitors  throughout  the  coun- 
try for  an  early  opportunity  to  play 
the  picture  determined  this  policy, 
Wobber    said. 

Exhibs.  who  get  the  picture  will 
be  asked  to  play  it  as  a  single  bill 
and  a  guarantee  of  extended  play- 
ing time  will  also  be  requested.  Com- 
pany will  put  a  special  ad  campaign 
behind  "Grapes"  and  will  ask  exhibs. 
to  increase  their  ad  budgets  for  the 
engagement  in  conjunction  with  the 
company  campaign. 


Companies  Plan  Exhibit 
at  1940  N.  Y.  World's  Fair 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

theater  where  a  new  picture  would 
be  previewed  every  day  and  would 
also  house  a  comprehensive  exhibit. 


Best  wishts   from  THE   FILM  DAILY 

to  the  following  on  their  birthdays : 

FEBRUARY    6 

Joseph    P.    Kennedy 

Louis    Nizer 

Ronald   Reagan 

Russell  Gleason 

Charles   S.    Goeti 

Ramon  Novarro 

Ben   Lyon 

Lupe    Vele 

Marion    Orth 

Jack  Luden 

Wm.   Cary   Duncan 


with  PHIL  At.  kDALTi 


▼  T  T 

•  •      •     SIXTH  Avenue which  already  boasts  of  the  Radio  City 

Music  Hall makes   another  big   bid   for  cinematic   lame   tomorrow 

night when   Mister  Walt   Disney's   "Pinocchio"   rides   triumphantly 

into  the  Center  Theater  for  its  world  premiere and  what  is  certain 

to  be  a  very  long  tenancy  at  that  house The  debut's  gonna  be  at 

least  two  things. — brilliant and  jealousy-producing  as  far  as  Broad- 
way is  concerned for  this  is  asserted  to  be  the  iirst  gala  opening 

on  the  new  Sixth  Avenue ......  new,  because  it  has  had  its  macadam 

face  lifted and  the  "el"  knocked  out   of  it which  is   all  for 

the  best 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     BEFORE  the  opus  flashes  on  the  Center's  screen 

a  mass  of  dinner  parties  will  be  afoot  in  local  restaurants,  hotels 
and  night  clubs and  after  the  final  fade-out  of  what  is  her- 
alded as  Waifs  masterpiece "Pinocchio"  parties  will  flare  up 

again  in  the  Rainbow  Room,  Stork  Club  and  Hotel  New  Yorker 

At  the  premiere  itself  will  be  an  array  of  notables  including 

Gabriel  Hess,  Gus  Eyssel,  Jules    Brulatour,   Arthur  Loew,   Sam 

Dembow,  John  J.  O'Connor,  Carl  E.  Milliken Conde  Nast, 

John  Balaban,  Harry  Cohn,  David  Sarnoff,  Richard  C.  Patterson, 

Jr.,  Phil  Reisman,   Cresson  E.   Smith W.   H.   Clark,   Major 

Leslie  E.  Thompson,  William  Mallard,  Harry  Michalson,  W.  J. 
Merrill,  Major  Albert  Warner,  General  James  G,  Harbord,  Spyros 

Skouras,  George  Skouras,  Charley  Petti  John Jimmy  Grainger, 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  Jack  Cohn,  Sidney  Kent,  George  J.  Schaefer, 
M.  H.  Aylesworth,  Herbert  Bayard  Swope,  Hal  Home S.  Bar- 
ret McCormick,  Andy  Smith,  Leon  Goldberg,  Fred  Myers 

Stanton  Griffis,  Brian  Aherne,  Joan  Fontaine,  Walter  Hampden, 

Edmond  O'Brien Gosh!,  the  rest  of  the  list  is  so  long  that  we 

wonder  how  RKO  Radio's  gonna  get  all  those  celebs,  in! 


Philly  PTA  Wants  Killings 
Restricted  to  Two  a  Film 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

launched  a  campaign  to  the  slogan, 
of  "not  more  than  two  people  killed 
in  any  one  picture,  and  indorsed 
ideal  Saturday  matinees"  for  chil- 
dren at  neighborhood  theaters. 

Ideal  program,  which  also  has 
been  adopted  by  the  County  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs  as  the  mo- 
tion picture  project  for  1940,  rec- 
ommends a  two-hour  show,  rather 
than  a  three  hour  show,  which  will 
include  one  good,  wholesome,  fam- 
ily-time feature,  one  good  comedy, 
one  animated  cartoon  and  one  edu- 
cational short. 

Both  bodies  also  seek  cutting  or 
elimination  of  shooting  scenes,  mor- 
bid, tragic  frightening  sequences, 
modern  war  pictures,  pointless  noisy 
shorts.  Film  companies  and  ex- 
hibitors are  being  contacted  now, 
with  changes  dseired  when  new  sea- 
son  begins. 


Ken  Boothman  Dead 

Mingo  Junction,  O. — Ken  Booth- 
man,  owner  of  the  Auditorium,  died 
suddenly  of  a  heart  attack. 


Neb.  to  Ask  Rehearing 

of  Anti-Ascap  Action 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cree  of  the  three  judges  who  heard 
the  case,  which  was  handed  down 
last  week.  Judges  said  the  law  was 
inoperative,  made  the  temporary  in- 
junction permanent  against  enforce- 
ment of  the  Nebraska  statute,  freed 
Ascap  agents  to  operate  without  re- 
striction, and  ordered  the  state  to 
pay  complainant  costs. 

When  the  ruling  was  made  a  cou- 
ple of  months  ago  against  the  state's 
case,  William  J.  Hotz,  special  de- 
fense attorney  assigned  to  the  case 
by  the  attorney  general,  said  the  rul- 
ing would  be  appealed  to  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  court.  Johnson,  however, 
said  this  week  it  was  undecided.  It 
is  known  that  the  state's  legal  de- 
partment had  only  a  limited  legisla- 
tive appropriation  to  fight  the  anti- 
Ascap  battle,  which  may  be  the  cur- 
rent halting  factor. 


Auto  Hurts  Kill  Badger 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.— Walter  A. 
Badger,  former  film  theater  owner 
here,  and  prominent  in  fraternal  cir- 
cles, died  of  a  fractured  skull,  sus- 
tained in  an  auto  accident. 


GOV'T  WILL  ANSWER 
50  INTERROGATORIES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

agreed  that  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
preparation  of  the  trial  the  govern- 
ment may  furnish  answers  from 
time  to  time  prior  to  March  1,  and 
that  the  majors  may  move  for  fur- 
nishing of  additional  information  if 
obtained  by  the  government  subse- 
quent to  the  filing  of  the  answers. 

The  interrogatories  refer  to  the 
charges  in  the  complaint  such  as 
monopoly  of  first-run  houses;  coer- 
cive selling  methods;  division  of 
territories;  exchange  of  talent;  and 
a  number  of  other  claims  of  con- 
spiracy. In  each  instance  the  gov- 
ernment will  identify  the  person 
having  knowledge  of  facts  "tending 
to  establish  the  charges"  and  item- 
ize the  nature  of  the  activity,  con- 
dition, complaint  or  charge  which 
the  witness  has  knowledge  of,  and 
to  name  the  defendant  affected 
thereby.  A  description  of  docu- 
ments which  establish  a  charge  in 
whole  or  part  must  be  set  forth. 


Schaefer,  O'Connor  to  Lead 
Catholic  Charities  Drive 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

as  chairman,  and  John  A.  Coleman 
as  executive  chairman.  Meetings  of 
the  special  gifts  committee  at  which 
progress  of  the  appeal  is  reported 
are  held  at  5  P.M.  every  Thursday 
in  the  Empire  State  Club. 


Stirn  Re-hearing  Motion 
Denied  by  Supreme  Court 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  yesterday  denied  the  petition 
of  Ernest  W.  Stirn  for  a  rehearing 
in  the  RKO  bankruptcy  case.  The 
high  court  had  previously  denied 
Stirn's  request  for  a  review  on  Jan. 
2  along  with  H.  Cassell  Co.  petition. 


D.  J.  Sullivan  Dead 

Worcester,  Mass. — Dennis  J.  Sul- 
livan, 46,  for  the  past  five  years 
connected  with  the  management  of 
the  Plymouth  Theater  and  formerly 
for  four  years  manager  of  Dublin's 
famed  Abbey  Players  during  their 
appearances  in  this  country,  died  at 
City    Hospital. 


STORKS! 


Andy  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Eastern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager  of  RKO,  be- 
came the  father  of  an  8Y2  pound 
baby  boy  Sunday  morning.  Event 
took  place  at  the  United  Hospital, 
Port  Chester.  The  arrival  has  been 
named  Frank  Clawson  Smith. 


Chicago — A  daughter  was  born  at 
the  St.  Luke's  hospital  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ben  Barthelstein  of  the  Elm 
theater. 


IT  DOESN'T  TAKE 
A  SHOW  THE  SIZE 

• .  •  But  it  doesl 
that  knows  S 


(THE  KIND  OF  WARNER  SHOWMANSHIP  THAT 

It  takes  courage  and  it  takes  daring 
to  be  different  .  .  .  and  it  takes 

SHOWMANSHIP  to  know 

how  to  be  different! 
The  company  that  has 
proved  how  well  it  can 
be  different  is  now  ready 
to  blaze  a  new  motion 
picture  trail  on  an  un- 
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Directed  by  WIL 

(Mgtoa! Screen  Plar  byJohn  Huston,  Heinz  Herald  & ftormaa Burn 
A  Worh«r  Brot. 


WfiGIC  TO  DELIVER 

OF  MAGIC  BULLET 

take  a  studio 

DWMANSHIP 

IDE  FIGHTING  69TH  THE  SMASH  IT  IS  TODAY!) 

beaten  path.  As  unprecedented  an 
achievement  as  the  first  talkie,  the 

first  musical,  the  first 
biographical  film  and 
the  first  gangster  film  is 
this,  the  first  astound- 
Uti        m&  picture  in  a  field 

the  screen  hasn't  dared 
talk  about... 'til  now! 
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tUGER  •  Donald  CRISP 

AM  DIETERLE 

It  •  From  ao  Weak?  Normal  turaitfe  •  Musts bj  Mai Stelner 

>l  Notional  Picture 


LOS     ANGELES 


EVENING_HEBAli5__ANB_^ 


f^fi/Jpy'1 


J&' 


^JW*' 


tew*' 


«&>«" 


frf 


^a  »  **  very  *******  £* 

r  .  .*   at>*        »w*e  tvw    »  awn*?   Lake 


tiK 


I 


r<  ;<  o 

RADIO 


PICTURES 


I 


NHHi 


SMASEESCtKS 


'RKO  can  well 
Baker,  for  a 


ctiofi  that  definitely  hm 


the  smash  bit  s  s^r 

Jimmy  Starr,  Los  Angates  Herald  & 
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"Hollywood's  parade  of  p 

'Gone  With  The  Wind/  'She  Lincoln  in  III 

'Swiss  Family  Robinson'. . .  a  motion  pic 


continues.  Joining  such  recent  smash  hits  as 
ms/  "Grapes  of  Wrath'  and  'The  Fighting  69th'  is 
e  that  every  member  of  the  family  should  see.' 

-€.  J.,  Los  Angeles  Examiner 

Towne  and  Baker's  The  Play's  The  Thing'  idea." 

-Philip  K.  Scheuer,  Los  Angeles  Times 

"Pleasing  entertainment  for  old  and  young  alike." -«arry  Mines,  Los  Angeies  oaiiy  News 


"'Swiss  Family  Robinson'  augurs  well  for 


THE  NEW  PICTURE  OPENING  AT  RAM 
CITY  MUSIC  HALL  THIS  WEEK,  IS . . 


.■■■■         -  ■ 


-  "A  solid  piece  of  wide-appeal  merchandi 
. . .  The  story  is  one  of  the  two  or  three  im 
completely  escapist  storms  ever  written 

-  "The  kind  of  film  the  w fa- 
joy  .  . .  ACTION  AM&F.XC 
deep  appeal  for  all  th 
*get  away  from  it  i 

-  "Ah  outstanding  pit 


with 
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BAR TH 010 
TIM  HOLT    6 

Directed  by  BDWARD  LUDWIG     Produced  by  G£/ 


-  "An  appealing  picture,  and  should  click 
strongly . . .  DIFFERENT.  A  genuine  accom- 
plishment/' -  nim  oaiiy 

-  "Definitely  among  RHO  Radio's  BIG  PIC- 
TURES of  the  yes  -  ae*  office 

Reel  entertainment . . ,  moving,  human 
ction  and  \  spec- 

tacle .  .  ,  MAS  A  HI  m-  A 
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PUBLICISTS  JOIN  SWG'S 
FIGHT  ON  NEELY  BILL 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  SWG  in  fighting  the  Neely  bill. 

SWG  special  committee  consisting 
of  Chairman  Ralph  Block,  John  How- 
ard Lawson,  Sidney  Buchman,  Dore 
Schary  and  Wolfe  Kaufman,  which 
studied  the  measure,  unanimously 
adopted  a  resolution  urging  members 
of  the  Guild  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

The  resolution  condemns  the  bill 
primarily  because  of  its  censorship 
implications.  The  resolution,  which 
was  slated  to  be  passed  upon  by  the 
Guild's  executive  board  last  night, 
was  certain  of  adoption.  Block, 
Schary  and  Buchman,  members  of 
the  special  committee,  are  also  mem- 
bers of  the  board. 

The  resolution  also  declared  there 
are  many  evils  in  the  industry,  in- 
cluding block-booking  and  monopoly, 
but  that  the  Neely  bill  does  not  offer 
the  proper  remedies.  The  resolution 
will  also  be  submitted  to  the  general 
membership  of  the  Guild  and  is  as- 
sured of  an  overwhelming  majority. 
With  its  adoption,  a  committee  of 
three,  of  which  Block  will  be  a  mem- 
ber, will  go  to  Washington  to  fight 
against  Neely's  bill  when  it  is  to  be 
passed  upon  in  Congress. 

Y.  Frank  Freeman  Elected 
President  of  Producers  Ass'n 


NFCA  Film  Nominations 

Reflect  1939  "Ten  Best" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  Harry  Cohn,  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
Hal  B.  Roach,  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
Walter  Wanger,  Mannix,  Freeman 
and  J.  L.  Warner,  remains  unchanged 
except  for  the  addition  of  James 
Roosevelt,  president  of  Globe  Pro- 
ductions, who  was  elected  a  member. 
Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  president, 
reported  on  the  foreign  situation  and 
on  domestic  problems. 

'Legal'  Bingo  Substitute 
To  Have  New  Jersey  Test 

Newark,  N.  J. — A  game  similar  to 
Bingo,  yet  said  to  be  within  the 
law,  will  be  tested  here  and  in  neigh- 
boring communities  within  the  next 
two  weeks,  according  to  Richard 
Spitz,  Newark  lawyer  and  exalted 
ruler  of  the  Irvington  Lodge  of 
Elks.  Bingo  has  been  banned  in 
Essex  and  many  other  Jersey  coun- 
ties by  the  county  prosecutors. 

The  Elks  lodge  is  reported  to  head 
a  group  of  20  church  and  fraternal 
organizations,  former  Bingo  spon- 
sors, who  have  devised  a  new  game, 
to  be  known  as  "Tally."  The  plan 
is  that  no  admission  will  be  charged 
and  players  will  be  limited  to  the 
membership  of  clubs  affiliated  with 
the  church  or  fraternal  organiza- 
tions. Members  will  pay  weekly 
dues  and  will  be  privileged  to  at- 
tend  "meetings." 

Cash  prizes  will  not  be  given  di- 
rectly to  winners.  Instead  they  will 
receive  certificates  stating  they  have 
been  selected  to  write  an  essay  for 
certain  remuneration.  This,  its 
backer  claim,  will  remove  play  from 
the  classification  of  a  lottery. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
nominated  by  a  committee  of  50 
newspaper  critics  for  award  consid- 
eration by  the  recently  formed  News- 
paper Film  Critics  of  America.  Addi- 
tionally, the  critics  will  consider  two 
on  The  Film  Daily's  Honor  Roll, 
and  one  released  too  late  for  inclu- 
sion on  the  "Ten  Best"  eligibility 
list. 

The  seven  are  "Dark  Victory," 
"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,"  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Pygmalion," 
"The  Women,"  "Wizard  of  Oz,"  and 
"Wuthering  Heights."  From  the 
Honor  Roll  are  "Love  Affair"  and 
"Stagecoach."  Tenth  pix  is  "Ni- 
notchka." 

Balloting,  according  to  Merle  Pot- 
ter of  the  Times-Tribune,  poll  direc- 
tor, will  include  voting  for  the  best 
performance  by  an  actor  and  an 
actress;  best  performance  by  male 
and  female  supporting  players,  and 
the  young  actor  and  actress  likely  to 
make  the  most  progress  this  year. 
Winners  will  be  announced  in  about 
three  weeks. 

Nominations: 

Performance  by  Actors — John  Barrymore  in 
"Great  Man  Votes";  Robert  Donat  in  "Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips"  ;  Henry  Fonda  in  "Young  Mr. 
Loncoln";  Leslie  Howard  in  "Pygmalion"; 
Charles  Laughton  in  "The  Beach  Comber"; 
Paul  Muni  in  "Juarez";  Laurence  Olivier  in 
"Wuthering  Heights";  Mickey  Rooney  in 
"Babes  in  Arms";  James  Stewart  in  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington";  Spencer  Tracy 
in   "Stanley   and   Livingstone." 

Performance  by  Actresses — Ingrid  Bergman 
in  "Intermezzo";  Bette  Davis  in  "Dark  Vic- 
tory"; Marlene  Dietrich  in  "Destry  Rides 
Again";  Irene  Dunne  in  "Love  Affair";  Greta 
Garbo  in  "Ninotchka";  Wendy  Hiller  in 
"Pygmalion";  Anna  Neagle  in  "Nurse  Edith 
Cavell";  Merle  Oberon  in  "Wuthering 
Heights";  Rosalind  Russell  in  "The  Women"; 
Norma   Shearer   in   "Idiots   Delight." 

Male  Supporting  Player — Brian  Aherne  in 
"Juarez" ;  Richard  Barthelmess  in  "Only 
Angels  Have  Wings" ;  Walter  Brennan  in 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone" ;  Brian  Donlevy 
in  "Beau  Geste" ;  John  Garfield  in  "Juarez"  ; 
Cedric  Hardwicke  in  "Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame" ;  Wilfred  Lawson  in  "Pygmalion" ; 
Gene  Lockhart  in  "Blackmail" ;  Thomas 
Mitchell  in  "Stage  Coach" ;  Akim  Tamiroff  in 
"Disputed  Passage." 

Female  Supporting  Player— Alice  Brady  in 
"Young  Mr.  Lincoln" ;  Jane  Bryan  in  "We 
Are  Not  Alone"  ;  Billie  Burke  in  "The  Wizard 
of  Oz" ;  Geraldine  Fitzgerald  in  "Dark  Vic- 
tory" ;  Greer  Garson  in  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips" ;  Edna  Mae  Oliver  in  "Drums  Along 
the  Mohawk" ;  Maria  Ouspenskaya  in  "Love 
Affair" ;  Flora  Robson  in  "We  Are  Not 
Alone" ;  Rosalind  Russell  in  "The  Women" ; 
Dame  Mae  Whitty  in  "The  Lady  Vanishes." 

Young  Actor — Eddie  Albert,  Richard  Carl- 
son, Robert  Cummings,  William  Holden.  John 
Howard,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Victor  Mature,  Ed- 
mund O'Brien,  Robert  Preston,  Robert  Stack. 

Young  Actress — Linda  Darnell,  Betty  Field, 
Susanna  Foster,  Helen  Gilbert,  Gloria  Jean, 
Brenda  Joyce,  Mary  Martin,  Maureen  O'Hara, 
June    Preisser,    Lana    Turner. 


Ont.  May  Fail  to  Re-enact 
Amusement  Tax  Measure 

Toronto  —  Although  it  was  pre- 
dicted the  Ontario  Legislature,  now 
in  session,  would  vote  to  restore 
the  amusement  tax,  bringing  ap- 
proximately $2,000,000  revenue  to 
the  Government,  it  now  is  stated 
Premier  Hepburn  has  placed  the 
amusement  tax  plan  at  the  bottom 
of  the  list  of  new  ways  in  which 
he  might  supplement  Ontario's  rev- 
enue. The  Ontario  budget  will  be 
presented  to  the  legislature  shortly. 


Theater  'Feed'  Ends; 
Ends  Rabbit  Hunt 

York,  Neb. — A  rabbit  won  for  Man- 
ager Carl  Rose  of  the  York,  action  house 
here,  spreads  in  every  state  paper,  be- 
cause the  bunny  eluded  capture  for 
three  days  and  stayed  in  the  theater. 
After  many  chases  by  ushers  and  cus- 
tomers, the  rabbit  was  finally  caught, 
killed  and  eaten  in  a  theater  "feed." 

Like  all  press  agents,  who  get  eaten 
one   place  or  another! 


Coast  Production  Picks  Up; 
Nine  Films  Start  This  Week 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dard  and  Paul  Lukas,  and  "A  Night 
At  Earl   Carroll's." 

At  M-G-M:  "Mortal  Storm"  co- 
starring  Margaret  Sullavan  and 
James  Stewart  with  Frank  Morgan 
and  Robert  Young. 

At  Universal:  "Sandy  Is  a  Lady" 
with  Baby  Sandy,  Mischa  Auer,  Nan 
Grey,  and  "If  I  Had  My  Way"  with 
Bing  Crosby,  Gloria  Jean  and  El 
Brendel. 

At  Warners:  "Torrid  Zone"  in 
which  James  Cagney,  Pat  O'Brien 
and  Ann  Sheridan  head  the  cast, 
and  "An  Angel  From  Texas"  with 
Eddie   Albert. 

Bernard  Ray  puts  into  production 
an  all-colored  feature  titled  "Broken 
Strings,"  starring  Clarence  Muse, 
and  George  Randol's  "Dark  Town 
Strutters  Ball,"  all-colored  picture 
with  the  Mills  Bros.,  both  for  In- 
ternational Road  Show  release. 


40  Cents  Per  Hour  Wage 

Bill  in  N.  Y.  Legislature 

Albany  —  Effectuation  of  a  40 
cents  per  hour  minimum  wage  pay 
scale,  a  40-hour  week  unless  tbe  em- 
ploye receives  one  and  a  half  times 
the  regular  rate  for  overtime  and 
double  for  more  than  54  hours  is 
asked  in  the  bill  sponsored  by  Sen- 
ator Phil  Kleinfeld  and  Assembly- 
man Boccia  which  has  the  endorse- 
ment of  organized  labor. 

The  bill  would  set  up  an  Indus- 
trial Commissioner,  who  would  ap- 
point wage  boards  to  investigate 
biz  conditions,  issue  special  licenses 
for  the  handicapped,  reconsider 
wage  orders,  issue  directory  and 
mandatory  wage  orders  and  publish 
the  names  of  non-complying  employ- 
ers. 

Conditions  would  not  apply  to  em- 
ployes receiving  more  than  $3,000 
per  annum  or  those  employed  to  pro- 
tect life  or  property  during  periods 
of  emergency  or  to  those  working 
not  more  than  10  weeks  in  the  ag- 
gregate in  any  year  in  an  industry 
which  the  commissioner  shall  by 
general  regulation  find  to  be  sea- 
sonal. Whether  theaters  in  the 
Adirondack,  Catskill  and  other  sum- 
mer resort  ranges  would  be  in- 
cluded in  the  last  named  provision 
is  not  specified. 

Penalty  clause  includes  provisions 
for  first  offense  to  be  punishable 
by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $25  nor 
more  than  $500  and  second  or  sub- 
sequent violations  by  not  less  than 
$250  nor  more  than  $5,000. 


NEVER  CONSIDERED 
BUYING  THEAS.--G0HM1 
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and  that  expert  testimony  could  noi 
be  received. 

Cohn  then  refused  to  answer,  and 
Wright  reserved  the  question'  )  de- 
cision by  a  Federal  Judge.  John's 
examination,  which  was  completed 
after  several  hours,  took  place  be- 
fore attorneys  representing  all  ma- 
jor companies.  Wright  was  assisted 
by  Thomas  Lynch  and  William  P. 
Farnsworth.  Cohn,  at  the  outset  of 
the  examination,  described  his  duties 
and  gave  a  short  history  of  his  ac- 
tivities since  1918  when  he  first  con- 
nected himself  with  the  film  indus- 
try. His  first  feature,  he  said,  was 
called  "More  to  be  Pitied  than 
Scorned,"  and  cost  about  $20,000.  In 
1924,  he  said,  Columbia  was  or- 
ganized as  a  successor  of  his  form- 
er company. 

Columbia  made  no  effort  from  1924 
to  1929  to  secure  release  of  films 
through  any  of  the  majors,  he  con- 
tinued. In  1929,  Columbia,  through 
the  purchase  of  a  number  of  states 
rights  exchanges,  set  up  its  own  dis- 
tribution system,  he  said. 

The  company,  he  stated,  had  loaned 
talent  to  independents  since  1930  in 
86  instances.  Wright  attempted  to 
obtain  an  admission  from  Cohn  that 
these  loans  were  made  to  producers 
who  released  through  one  of  the 
major  companies.  Cohn  refused  to 
concede  this  and  declared  that  Co- 
lumbia was  not  interested  in  who  re- 
leased pictures,  but  merely  in 
whether  it  would  be  paid,  the  billing 
of  stars  and  the  type  of  story  for 
which  the  player  was  loaned. 

Wright  and  Cohn  differed  on 
whether  a  producer  lost  his  inde- 
pendent status  when  he  released 
through  a  major.  Columbia  had  not 
borrowed  from  independents  because 
they  had  no  talent  to  lend,  Cohn  said. 
At  several  times  Cohn  brought 
laughs  from  his  legal  spectators  at 
certain  of  his  remarks.  On  one 
occasion  he  stated  that  in  his  opinion 
Metro  most  consistently  made  good 
pictures,  but  refused  to  name  the 
second  best  company.  At  another 
time  he  stated  that  a  $50,000  picture 
might  be  deemed  class  A  by  Colum- 
bia, but  with  Metro  it  might  be 
class  G. 

Jack  Cohn,  vice-president,  will  be 
examined  Friday.  A.  Montague,  who 
was  scheduled  to  appear  yesterday 
will  not  testify  this  week  because  of 
illness.  It  was  learned  that  Univers- 
al officials  will  not  testify  before 
March  1,  although  scheduled  for  next 
week. 


K.   F.  Boothman  Dead 

Pittsburgh — K.  F.  Boothman,  45, 
who  owned  and  operated  the  Pythian 
Theater  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and 
the  Mingo  Theater,  Mingo  Junction, 
died  suddenly  from  a  heart  attack. 

Legion  Okays  "Wrath" 

The  Legion  of  Decency,  it  was  dis- 
closed yesterday,  has  rated  "The 
Grapes  Of  Wrath"  as  "unobjection- 
able for  adults." 
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More  Dailies  Aim  Editorial  Guns  at  Neely  s  Measure 

ARBITRATION  DOUBTFUUW  EQUITY  SOTT  ENDS 

Studios  Paid  Hollywood's  Extras  $3,134,671  in  1939 


Gain    of    $276,225;    Average 

Daily  Wage  of  $10.61  is 

Slightly  Lower 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Hollywood's  extras 
earned  an  aggregate  of  $3,124,671.64 
in  1939,  an  increase  of  $276,225.96 
over  1938's  total  of  $2,848,445.68, 
according  to  Central  Casting's  an- 
nual summary. 

The  average  daily  wage,  however, 
was  slightly  lower  in  1939,  Central 
Casting  reporting  $10.61  as  against 
$10.78  in  1938. 

Average    number    of    extras    emr 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

OKLAHOMAEXHIBITORS 

FIGHTING  NEELY  BILL 


Higher  Taxes  on  All  Outdoor  Advertising 

Provided  in  Bill  Passed  by  Va.'s  Senate 

Richmond,  Va. — The  State  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  billboard 
advertising,  with  a  companion  bill  now  being  in  committee  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 
The  bill  is  to  increase  taxes  on  all  forms  of  outdoor  advertising  and  compel  the  adver- 
tiser to  remove  boards  30  days  after  attraction  has  played. 


AUSTRALIA  WILL  NOT   !  4,000  INDIES  TO  AID 
RESTRICT  PIX  MONEY    FINNISH  RELIEF  FUND 


Oklahoma  City— Opposition  to  the 
Neely  Bill  is  being  staged  by  indi- 
vidual theater  owners  of  the  state, 
large  theater  organizations  and  the 
Theater  Owners  of  Oklahoma, 
MPTOA  affiliate.  The  latter  is  di- 
recting small  theater  owners  in 
their  efforts  to  present  reasons  why 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Mo.  Appeals  Court  Upholds 
Ousting  of  Nick  and  Weston 

St.  Louis — St.  Louis  Court  of  Ap- 
peals yesterday  upheld  the  decision 
of  Circuit  Judge  Oakley  last  April 
21  outsting  John  P.  Nick,  interna- 
tional vice-president  of  the  IATSE, 
and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  manager  of 
Local  143,  operators  union,  from 
control  of  the  assets  and  affairs  of 
the   Local. 

The  Missouri  Supreme  Court  last 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Equity,  SAG,  AFRA  To  Co-op 
On  "One  Big  Union"  Scheme 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— That  Actors  Equity, 
AFRA  and  SAG  will  co-operate  on 
"one  big  union"  policy,  AGVA 
problems  and  other  matters  was  in- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Sydney  (By  Cable) — Australia  has 
no  present  plans  to  restrict  film  re- 
mittances and  American  distribs. 
will  be  permitted  to  take  out  full 
earnings  on  the  basis  of  business 
done  in  1939,  although  special  per- 
mission from  the  Government  will 
be  necessary,  it  was  learned  authori- 
tatively yesterday. 

As  Australia's  participation  in  the 
European  war  enters  its  sixth  month, 
theater  business  remains  strong.  A 
war-time    boom,    spurring    the    ex- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Gloria  Theater  Denied  Writ 
in  Suit  Against  Randforce 


Judge  Grover  Moskowitz  in  Brook- 
lyn's Federal  Court  yesterday  denied 
a  motion  for  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion made  by  the  395  Amusement 
Corp.,  operator  of  the  Gloria  the- 
ater, Red  Hook  section  of  Brooklyn, 
in  a  suit  charging  the  Randforce 
Amusement  Corp.  five  of  the  major 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Four  thousand  indie  theater  own- 
ers throughout  the  U.  S.  have 
pledged  support  to  the  Finnish  Re- 
lief Fund  drive  in  response  to  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  6,000  indies  by  the 
Fund's  chairmna,  former  President 
Herbert  Hoover,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday. 

All  of  the  major  theater  circuits 
have  similarly  agreed  to  co-operate, 
according  to  Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Court  Absolves  Theater 

in  Ladies  Room  Hold-up 

In  a  decision  of  unusual  impor- 
tance to  exhibitors,  the  Appellate 
Division,  Second  Department,  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court,  has  ruled  that  a  film 
theater  is  not  responsible  for  the 
assault  and  robbery  of  a  women 
patron  in  its  secluded  ladies'  room 
even  though  no  attendant  is  on  duty 
to  furnish  protection. 

Action  has  been  before  the  courts 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Setting  Up  of  Boards   Might 

Prove  Wasted  Motion, 

Observers'  View 

Chances  for  the  setting  up  of  an 
arbitration  system  in  the  industry 
until  the  Government's  equity  suit 
is  settled  one  way  or  another  appear 
unlikely,  a  checkup  yesterday  re- 
vealed. 

Industry  observers  were  of  the 
opinion  that  any  system  established 
for  the  settlement  of  clearance  or 
contract  disputes  might  be  toppled 
over  by  the  outcome  of  the  suit  and 
to  set  up  boards  might  be  wasted 
motion. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  exhibi- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

SPECIALlESTERNER' 
TERMS  MAY  BE  ASKED 


Samuel  Goldwyn  is  reported  to 
have  formulated  a  special  policy  for 
the  showing  of  "The  Westerner," 
plan  calling  for  extended  playing 
time,  higher  percentage  terms  and 
the  stipulation  that  it  be  played  only 
on   single  feature   programs. 

The  picture  may  be  given  pre-re- 

(Continucd  on  Page  8) 


Newspapers  See  Political  Censorship 
Menace  in  Neely  Block-Booking  Bill 


RKO  Settles  Suit  Against 

Center  Music  Hall,  Inc. 


Settlement  of  the  $164,751  breach 
of  contract  suit  of  RKO  against 
the  Center  Music  Hall,  Inc.,  and 
Rockefeller   Center,  Inc.,   on  undis- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Trend  of  editorial  and  columnar 
comment  upon  the  Neely  bill,  await- 
ing House  action,  continues  to  run 
strongly  negative,  according  to  a 
third  sampling  by  The  Film  Daily, 
completed    yesterday. 

Criticism  voiced  ranges  from  ex- 
pressions   of    fear    that    the    bill's 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


William  Goetz  Reduces  His 
20th  Century-Fox  Holdings 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — In  30  separate  trans- 
actions William  G^etz  has  disposed 
of  6,300  shares  of  20th-Fox  common 
stock,  it  is  reported  by  the  SEC  in 
its  semi-monthly  summary  of  secur- 
ity transactions  and  holdings.  Goetz 
now  holds  178,343  shares  of  common, 
it  was :  reported.     He  also  holds  55,- 

(Continutd  on  Page  8) 

Ticket  Resale,  Bingo  Bills 
Hoppered  jn  N.  Y.  Legislature 

Alban'y^AssemMytrian  Wilson  of 
Westchester  hoppered  a;' bill  broad- 
ening present  law  regarding  licens- 
ing of  persons  for  the  sale  and  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1  '/2       1 V4       1  Vi  —     '/s 

Technicolor 16i/8     15%     16'/s  —     Va 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     33/g       33/8       33/8   +     1/4 

Honors  for  John  Cromwell 

National  Education  Association 
has  appointed  John  Cromwell  to  its 
Film  Advisory  Board  and  is  award- 
ing- him  a  special  trophy  as  a  result 
of  his  direction  of  "Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois." 
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Equity  Okays  Complete  Motion  for  New  Trial  Made 

Telecast  of  B'way  Play  in  Neb.  Anti-Ascap  Fight 


Actors  Equity  Council  yesterday 
agreed  to  permit  the  telecasting  of 
a  complete  Broadway  drama  with 
the  provision  that  the  players  re- 
ceive the  same  rates  as  for  a  regu- 
lar stage  preformance.  Arrange- 
ment was  made  by  Robert  Hender- 
son, producer  of  "When  We  Are 
Married,"  showing  at  the  Lyceum 
Theater,  and  Equity.  The  play  will 
be  televised  by  W2XBS  on  Sunday, 
Feb.  25. 

Action  on  "When  We  Are  Mar- 
ried" may,  it  is  believed,  break  the 
stalemate  that  has  existed  between 
Equity  and  tele  officials  over  the 
televising  of  complete  Broadway 
plays. 


Special  Campaigns  Back 

Tests  of  "Magic  Bullet" 

Warners  launch  this  week  two  of 
a  planned  series  of  pre-release  en- 
gagements of  "Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic 
Bullet"  in  key  cities  via  the  open- 
ing of  the  film  tomorrow  at  the 
Warner  Theater,  Memphis,  and  at 
the  Virginian,  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
on  Friday. 

Special  campaigns  are  being  ac- 
corded the  film  in  both  situations. 
Ads,  giveaways,  displays  and  letters 
are  being  used  to  enlist  the  interest 
of  doctors,  nurses,  chemists  and 
pharmacists  in  a  subject  which  has 
heretofore  been  taboo  on  the  screen. 
Unusual  cooperation  is  being  ex- 
tended by  the  newspapers  in  both 
cities. 


Bioff  Extradition  Up  Feb.  13 

Sacramento,  Calif.  —  Extradition 
hearing  on  Feb.  13  for  William 
Bioff,  international  IATSE  exec, 
wanted  in  Chicago  as  a  fugitive  from 
justice,  was  yesterday  ordered  by 
Gov.  Culbert  Olson.  U.  S.  Attorney 
Ben  Harrison,  in  Los  Angeles,  where 
Bioff  faces  an  income  tax  evasion 
charge,  has  not  opposed  the  extra- 
dition hearing. 

West    Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Federal  Judge  Ralph 
E.  Jenney  has  set  May  28  for  trial 
of  William  Bioff  on  the  charge  of 
attempted  evasion  of  $85,000  in  in- 
come taxes  for  1936  and  1937. 


Crites  to  Take  Appeal 

Virgil  C.  Crites,  the  plaintiff  in  a 
patent  infringement  suit  against 
Warner  Brothers,  United  Research 
Corp.,  Radtke  Patents  Corp.,  and 
others,  yesterday  filed  in  the  Fed- 
eral Court  a  notice  of  appeal  to  the 
Circuit  Court  from  a  dismissal  of 
the  suit.  Action  had  charged  in- 
fringement of  patents  for  optically 
reproducing   sound. 


McDonough  on  AMPP  Board 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — In  the  AMPP  setup 
for  1940  J.  R.  McDonough  of  RKO 
continues  as  a  megnber  of  the  board 
of  directors.  His  name  was  inad- 
vertently omitted  from  the  list  of 
directors  for  this  year. 


Lincoln,  Neb.- — A  motion  for  a 
new  trial  in  Nebraska's  anti-Ascap 
fight  was  made  in  the  U.  S.  District 
Court  here  yesterday.  Motion  was 
accompanied  by  22  affidavits  by 
state  legislators  who  voted  for  the 
statute  outlawing  Ascap  in  1937  in 
which  they  claimed  that  the  main 
features  of  the  measure  relate  to 
unlawful  monopolies  and  combina- 
tions and  their  prohibition. 

The  motion  for  a  new  trial  will  be 
Iropped,  it  is  stated,  if  the  Court 
agrees  to  strike  out  certain  portions 
of  the  ruling  relative  to  public  per- 
formance   rights. 


Brandt,  Forde  Negotiating 
Releasing  Deal  with  RKO 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Jerry  Brandt  and 
Charles  Forde  are  negotiating  with 
RKO  to  release  a  series  of  "Scat- 
tergood  Baines"  pictures  written  by 
Clarence  Budington  Kelland.  The 
outfit  is  negotiating  with  Guy  Kib- 
bee  to  play  the  lead  role.  The  pro- 
ductions, when  the  deal  is  completed, 
will  most  likely  be  made  at  the  RKO 
Pathe  studios. 


Order  Hearings  in  Move 

to  Dismiss  Educ.  Suit 

Hearings  on  an  application  to  dis- 
miss a  $10,000,000  stockholders  suit 
against  Educational  Films  Co.,  Inc., 
and  Canadian  Educational  Films  Co., 
Ltd.,  was  ordered  before  Paul  J. 
McCauley  yesterday  by  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Louis  A.  Valente.  De- 
fendants claim  that  the  New  York 
Courts  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the 
companies  because  they  are  foreign 
concerns.     Plaintiff  is  A.  Fairchild. 


"Abraham  Lincoln"  Will 

be  Televised  Saturday 

NBC  will  televise  "Abraham  Lin- 
coln," film  feature  starring  Walter 
Huston,  next  Saturday  afternoon. 
Week's  television  program  also  in- 
cludes a  second  feature,  "Bad  Boy." 

McNutt  to  be  V.  C.  Guest 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Paul  V.  McNutt  will 
be  the  guest  of  honor  at  a  luncheon 
to  be  given  by  the  Variety  Club 
here   next  Wednesday. 

L.  C.  Ratliff  Injured 

Richmond,  Va.— L.  C.  Ratliff,  pro- 
jectionist of  the  State,  suffered  a 
broken  a  leg  when  a  trunk  fell  on  it. 
Rathff  is  at  the  Stuart  Circle  Hos- 
pital. 
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COfllMG  ADD  GOinC 


WALTER  J.  HUTCHINSON,  director  of  foreigi 

distribution  for  20th-Fox,   is  scheduled  to   go  U 

Florida   the  latter  part  of  this  week  for  a  shor 
stay. 

JOSEPH    S.    HUMMEL,    Warne 
is    in   Cuba. 

LYNN  FARNOL,  United  Artists  ad.  and  pub 
manager,   goes   to   the  Coast  tomorrow 

JOSEPH  A.  McCONVILLE,  Columbia's  foreig 
manager,   is  en  route  from   Mexico  to  Cuba. 

HARRY    L.    COLD,    vice-president    and     East 
em    general    sales    manager    for    United    Artists 
left  for  the  Coast  yesterday,   stopping  off  at 
number  of  exchanges  en   route. 

JAMES  CACNEY  left  for  Hollywood  yesterda 
after  an  extended   vacation   in   the   East. 

JOHN  GARFIELD  leaves  the  Coast  this  week 
end  for  a   New  York  vacation. 

LOU  BROWN,  publicity  head  of  the  Loew 
Poli  division  at  New  Haven,  will  leave  with 
MRS.  BROWN  and  SHIRLEY-LOU  for  a  Coronadi 
Beach  vacation  tomorrow.  The  HARRY 
SHAWS   will    go    to    the    Coast   on    their   return 

AKIM  TAMIROFF  gets  here  tomorrow  from 
the   Coast. 

BENNY  FIELDS  left  yesterday  for  Miami. 

JIMMY  FIDLER  and  his  caravan  of  screei 
stars  will  start  an  engagement  at  Loew's  Stati 
on   March   14. 

HARRY  A.  KAUFMAN  has  returned  from  tha 
Coast. 

HERB  MORCAN,  Metro  short  subjects  publicity 
manager,    returns    today    from    Florida. 


Zukor,  Hicks  to  Argentina 

Santiago,  Chile  (By  Cable)  - 
Adolph  Zukor,  Paramount's  boarc 
chairman,  and  John  W.  Hicks,  head 
or  foreign  distribution,  are  en  route 
to  Buenos  Aires,  following  the  lay- 
ing of  the  corner  stone  of  the  new 
1,800-seat  Rex  Theater  here.  Zukor 
and  Hicks  are  due  in  Buenos  Aires 
on  Sunday. 


McConville  to  Cuba 

Joseph  A.  McConville,  Columbia's 
foreign  manager,  is  en  route  tc 
Cuba  from  Mexico.  In  Havana,  he 
will  hold  product  sales  conferences 
with  the  company's  Cuba  manager, 
Ernesto  P.  Smith.  McConville  re- 
turns from  his  present  Pan-Amer- 
ican   jaunt   in    about   two    weeks. 


You'll  get  your  job 
when  you  want  it  .  . 
as  you  want  it.  Our 
facilities  make  service 
a  matter  of  routine. 
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CABLE  ADDRESS 
"FAMFiLM" 


December  5,  1939 


>Mr.  Harry  Sherman 
Harry  Sherman  Productions 
7250  Santa   Monica   Boulevard 
Hollywood,      California. 


Dear  Harry: 

Our  family,  children, 
always  gather  every  Saturday  night 
in  our  home . 


and  grandchildren 
to  run  a  picture 


The  three  generations  represented  in 
these  gatherings  demand  Hopalong  Cassidy  pictures 
whenever  they  can  be  obtained,  and  Bill  Boyd  is,  of 
course,  one  of  the  family  heroes.  His  fine  honesty 
and  sound  American  principles  are  good  for  the 
children  to  absorb. 


KNiGHTS 


Last   Sunday   night   you   graciously  sent  us 
OF    THE   RANGE,    your   recent  Zane   Grey   production 
with  Victor    Jory,   Russell  Hayden,    Jean   Parker,   Morris 
Ankrum  and    J.   Farrell  MacDonald  .     We  were  all  delighted 
with  it.      Some    of  the   shots    of   the   great   herds    of    cattle 
grazing    on    the  western   plains    as   far  as   the    eye   could 
reach  were    thrilling,    not    only   for    the   drama    they   re- 
presented,  but  for    their  great    beauty. 

I    extend    to   you   the  plaudits   and    appre- 
ciation of   three  generations  for   an   exciting    evening. 

Sincerely, 


cCjl^Ol^-^^CX^ 


CBdM-C 


Cecil   B.    deMille. 


DAILY 
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OKLAHOMA  EXHIBITORS 
FIGHTING  NEELY  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

the  bill  should  not  be  passed  to  PTA 
and  other  groups  which  have,  in  the 
past,  been  contacted  by  pro-Neely 
forces. 

C.  B.  Akers  was  named  to  head 
the  "anti"  drive  on  the  part  of  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  The  circuit 
is  staging  an  active  educational  cam- 
paign. 

Industry's  Neely  Measure 
Tactics  Hit  by  Dr.  Wilbur 

San  Francisco  —  Addressing  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Research  Council  here,  Dr.  Ray 
Lyman  Wilbur,  president  of  Stan- 
ford University  and  Council  head, 
sharply  criticized  film  industry  tac- 
tics in  opposing  the  Neely  bill  as 
"more  than  irresponsible." 

"The  public  relations  organization 
of  the  film  business  is  seeking  to 
create  a  situation  like  that  depicted 
in  the  film,  'Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,'  where  thousands  of 
well  meaning  citizens  were  led  to 
send  telegrams  denouncing  a  Sena- 
tor whose  activities  were  misrepre- 
sented to  them,"  Dr.  Wilbur  charged. 

He  contended  spokesmen  for  the 
movie  producers  were  attacking  as 
"sore  spots  on  democracy"  such  or- 
ganizations as  the  National  Congress 
of  Parents  and  Teachers,  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Catholic  Women 
and  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
which  have  supported  the  bill. 


Denver  Takes  First  Place 

In  Monogram  Sales  Drive 

The  Denver  exchange  has  climbed 
to  top  place,  passing  Charlotte,  in 
the  second  week  of  the  March  for 
Monogram  playdate  drive,  accord- 
ing to  Edward  A.  Golden,  general 
sales  manager.  Charlotte  is  in  sec- 
and  place  and  New  Orleans  in  third. 


Essaness  Managers   III 

Chicago — Ted  Morris  of  the  West 
End  theater  and  George  Burdick .  of 
the  Crown  theater,  both  Essaness 
houses   are   on  the   sick   list. 


Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their  birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  7 

Edward  Nugent 

Buster  Crabbe 
Fred   F.   De  Silva 
Paul    Cuertzman 

Fred    Stanley 


with  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


•  •      •     NEXT  Saturday  will  be  a  great  day  up  in  Port  Huron,  Mich. 

and  a  significant  one  additionally  lor  the  pix  industry 'cause 

it  will  mark  the  world  premiere  of  M-G-M's  "Young  Tom  Edison" 

and  usher-in   the   93rd   anniversary   of   the   inventor's   birth Three 

theaters  in  the  town,  which  was  Edison's  boyhood  home,  will  present 

the  film  on  Saturday  night and  the  community  will  be  packed  with 

dignitaries and  have  its  thoroughfares  ablaze  with  light Film 

will  run  at  the  Desmond the  Family  and  Majestic  showings  being 

for  the  premiere  night   only 

▼  TV 

•  •     •     TO  provide  color  and  romance Henry  Ford  has 

arranged  for  his  famous  ole  wood-burning  train including 

a  restoration  of  the  historic   baggage   car  which  Edison  nearly 

burned  up  during  his  career  as  a  "train  butcher" to  carry 

the  big-shot  guests  from  Detroit  to  Port  Huron  for  the  celebration 

Govenor  Luren  Dickinson  of  Michigan  will  head  the  list  of 

honor  guests  drawn  by  the  antique  choo-choo Occupying  the 

time-worn  seats,  too,  will  be  Louis  B.  Mayer  and  Mrs.  Mayer; 
Norman  Taurog,  director  of  "Young  Tom  Edison";  Mrs.  Taurog, 
Edsel  Ford,  Mickey  Rooney,  Howard  Dietz,  William  F.  Rodgers, 

Eddie  Saunders,  Bill  Ferguson and  flocks  of  civic  and  biz 

solons from  far  and  wide 


•      •      •     WHEN  "Old  Sam  Hill,"  as  the  wood-consuming  locomotive 

is  known puffs  on  Saturday  morn  into  Port  Huron there'll  be 

a  whale  of  a  luncheon  ready The  triple  premiere  showings  will 

be  followed  by  the  Edison  Memorial  Celebration  Ball Charles  Edi- 
son, Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  son  of  Thomas  A.  Edison,   will  send 

greetings  to  Port  Huron  and  the  dignitaries via  a  special  telegraph 

hook-up  from  New  York and  will  handle   the  key  as  his  daddy 

did  so  many  years  ago  as  an  itinerant  telegrapher and  later  during 

his  days  at  Menlo  Park 


•  •  •  WHAT  Edison  did  was  to  launch  the  movies  on  a  com- 
mercial basis What  Maestro  Music  Publishers  are  doin'  cur- 
rently  is  to  enable  them  to  be  more  fully  enjoyed for 

the  company  has  just  published  a  new  swing-song  titled:  "Hats 
Off  to  the  Ladies Who  take  Their  Hats  Off  in  the  Movies".  .  . 

•  Tomorrow  night  at  10  o'clock  the  Hotel  Wyndham  is  unveiling 

its  new  Trojan  Room and  proclaims  that  the  guests  of  honor  at 

the  premiere  will  be  "Cynthia,"  world's  most  famous  model; 
"Pinocchio,"   in   person;   and   screen    and   stage    celebrities.    .    . 

•  That  lion-hearted  Metro  basketball  team  had  a  "field  night"  on 

Sat'day  up  in  the  Jacob  Riis  gym nosing  out  Republic's  five 

by  a  count  of  105  to  11 which  sounds  like  a  percentage  deal 

(exhib.  version) 

▼      ■•     ▼  T 

•  •      •     LAST  NIGHT  in  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art the  Trustees 

of  the  Children's  Aid  Society  introduced  that  body's  two  new  pix.  "Re- 
covery Road."  commentary  by  Raymond  Gram  Swing and   "The 

Disinherited,"  commentary  by  John  Kieran.  .  ,  •  Ned  Waybum  is 
prominently  mentioned   as  research  director  for  the  backgrounds  of   a 

new  M-G-M  pix  associated  with  the  name  of  Ziegfeld No  man  living 

is  more  filled  with  Ziegfeld  knowledge  and  tradition.  .  .  •  "Le  Paquet 
au  Front."  an  American  org.  formed  to  send  kit  bags  and  other  comforts 

to  French  soldiers  at  the  front will  sponsor  the  premiere  of  "The 

Baker's  Wife"  at  the  World  Theater  on  Feb.  26 


$3,134,671  TOGOAST 

EXTRAS  DURING  1939 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ployed  daily  last  year  was  959,  com- 
prising daily  averages  of  644  men, 
266  women  and  49  children.  fr'  aily 
average  in  the  preceding  yea*1  was 
844,  divided  as  follows:  Men,  567; 
women,  236,  and  children,  41. 

Total  number  of  individuals  used 
in  1939  was  9,849.  Average  of  day's 
work  per  individual  was  29.89.  Av- 
erage annual  earnings  per  individ- 
ual was  $316.26. 

Total  placements  of  extras  by 
Central  Casting  in  1939  was  294,- 
432,  divided  as  follows:  Men,  197,- 
615;  women,  81,710;  boys,  8,993; 
girls,  6,114. 

Of  total  extras  employed  in  1939, 
6,678  earned  less  than  $500,  while 
2,245  earned  from  $500  to  $1,000, 
868  from  $1,000  to  $2,000,  and  only 
58  from  $2,000  to  $3,000,  latter  being 
the  top  figure. 


Mo.  Appeals  Court  Upholds 
Ousting  of  Nick  and  Weston 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

November  ruled  that  it  was  without 
jurisdiction  in  this  case  since  no 
proper  constitutional  questions  had 
been  raised.  Commenting  on  the 
failure  of  Nick  and  Weston  to  pre- 
sent evidence  in  opposition  to  the 
receivership  suit  filed  by  66  mem- 
bers of  the  union,  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals opinion  states  that  it  is  "with 
poor  grace  for  the  appellants  to  in- 
sist that  the  court  should  disbe- 
lieve and  disregard  the  great  mass 
of  convincing  evidence  introduced 
by  the  plaintiff." 

It  added  that  Nick  and  Weston 
were  "either  powerless  or  unwilling 
to  deny  the  evidence  against  them." 
The  court  also  stated  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  no  protection  through  appeal 
to  a  tribunal  within  the  union  or- 
ganization from  the  rulings  of  Nick 
and  Weston  in  the  Local. 

The  decision  affects  only  the  tem- 
porary receivership  since  Judge 
Oakley  still  has  under  consideration 
the  petition  of  the  anti-Nick  mem- 
bers for  a  permanent  receivership. 
Evidence  in  that  case  was  concluded 
on  Dec.  27. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Chicago — John  Smith,  business 
agent  of  the  Chicago  Operators 
Union,  announces  the  marriage  of 
his  daughter,  Irene,  to  John  Maz- 
zuca  at  the  St.  Pascal  church. 


Renick  Takes  Over  Acme  Co. 

Detroit  —  Joseph  S.  Renick  has 
taken  over  the  Acme  Theater  Sup- 
ply Company  as  sole  owner.  His 
former  partner,  Thomas  Napoletano, 
will  handle  equipment  repair  service 
using  the  same  shop. 
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ARBIT'N  DOUBTFUL 
(TILL  EQUITY  SUIT  ENDS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tors  yesterday  said  that  they  did  not 
believe  settlement  of  controversies 
by  -fcbitration  would  conflict  with 
the  Government  action. 

W.  F.  Rodgers,  key  man  in  the 
code  negotiations  and  spokesman  for 
the  distributors,  said  that  Allied's 
bid  for  arbitration  might  be  consid- 
ered if,  and  when,  Allied  formally 
notified  the  distributors  that  arbi- 
tration was  desired.  To  date,  there 
has  been  no  organized  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  distributors  to  take 
Allied's  proposal  under  advisement. 


Court  Absolves  Theater 

in  Ladies  Room  Hold-up 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  six  years.  Plaintiff  was  Cora  L. 
Hart,  of  Brooklyn,  victim  of  a  rob- 
bery in  a  Times  Square  theater  in 
February,  1934.  The  Appellate  Di- 
vision upheld  a  lower  court's  dismis- 
sal of  Miss  Hart's  suit  for  $3,000 
damages  upon  the  ground  that  the 
motion  picture  house  had  no  reason 
to  anticipate  the  assault. 

"To  assume  that  the  presence  of 
a  matron  in  the  ladies'  room  would 
have  prevented  the  assault  is  mere- 
ly to  speculate  upon  the  degree  of 
criminality  possessed  by  the  thief," 
the  court  wrote.  "Human  experience 
proves  that  the  presence  of  two  or 
more  women  does  not  prevent  a 
thief  from  plying  his  calling,  nor 
protect  from  assault  and  injury  one 
who  courageously  attempts  resis- 
tance." 

The  court  added  that  the  assault 
upon  the  plaintiff  could  not  have  been 
foreseen  nor  could  it  be  said  to  be 
"the  reasonable  or  probable  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  a  matron 
from  the  ladies'  room  or  of  an 
usher  from  that  particular  passage- 
way." 

Counsel  for  the  theater  had  ar- 
gued that  notice  to  "the  defendant 
of  the  existence  of  danger  is  an  es- 
sential to  a  finding  of  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant." 


Farnsworth  Demonstrates 

Mobile  Tele  in  Boston 


Boston — Farnsworth  mobile  tele- 
vision demonstration  unit  has  open- 
ed a  week's  demonstration  here  at 
the  Jordan  March  store.  Public  re- 
ception of  the  demonstration  has 
been  exceptionally  good  and  the  unit 
will  appear  in  a  number  of  other 
New  England  cities  through  to 
March  20. 


PCC  Meetings  Closed 

fVest   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAI  Li 

Hollywood — Delegates  to  the  Pa- 
cific Coast  Conference  held  two 
closed  meetings  yesterday,  but  no 
details  regarding  matters  discussed 
will  be  given  out  until  today. 


^  REVIEWS  Of  THE  I1EUJ  flUIlS  A 


"Married  And  In  Love" 

with    Alan    Marshal,    Barbara    Read,    Patric 

Knowles,   Helen   Vinson 
RKO  Radio  59  Mins. 

SKILFULLY  PRODUCED  AND  ACTED 
MARITAL  DRAMA  WHICH  WILL  ENTER- 
TAIN  MOST  FANS. 

Thwarted  love  theme  is  developed  in 
this  story  which  tells  of  two  romantic  souls 
who  passed  up  the  opportunity  to  wed, 
and  married  other  mates.  Producer  Robert 
Sisk  has  surcharged  it  with  freshness,  with 
the  result  that  it  becomes  good  entertain- 
ment. Outstanding  virtue  is  the  manner 
in  which  the  story  is  recounted  via  the  em- 
ployment of  "cut-back"  sequences.  The 
intrinsic  lovers  are  Alan  Marshal  and  Helen 
Vinson,  both  of  whom  turn  in  convincing 
dramatic  performances,  as  do  the  other 
pair  in  the  marital  "mix-up,"  Patric 
Knowles  and  Barbara  Read.  The  latter, 
through  her  understanding  of,  and  devotion 
to,  her  husband,  Alan  Marshal,  succeeds 
in  saving  their  happiness,  although  in  the 
climax  action  there  is  a  serious  threat  to 
the  permanency  of  their  union.  However 
both  married  couples  survive  the  storm 
which  breaks  out  in  emotional  fury  when 
Marshal  encounters  in  New  York  the  allur- 
ing Helen  Vinson,  who  was  his  really 
"great  love"  since  their  college  days.  Mar- 
shal's young  wife,  despite  her  own  solidity 
of  character  and  unaffected  personality, 
appears  to  him  a  plain  and  unglamorous  wo- 
man in  comparison  to  his  former  flame. 
The  film  ends  on  a  note  of  good  morality 
and  justice,  and,  despite  the  usual  human 
wish  that  romance  shall  rule  in  life,  audi- 
ences will  subscribe  whole-heartedly  to 
matters  as  they  stand  at  the  finale.  Direc- 
tion and  photography  are  well  handled. 

CAST:  Alan  Marshal,  Barbara  Read,  Pat- 
ric Knowles,  Helen  Vinson,  Hattie  Noel, 
Frank   Faylen,  Carlo  Hughes. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Sisk;  Di- 
rector, John  Farrow;  Story  and  Screenplay, 
S.  K.  Laurent;  Production  Executive,  Lee 
Marcus;  Music  Score,  Arthur  Lange;  Cam- 
eraman, J.  Roy  Hunt;  Art  Director,  Van 
Nest  Polglase;  Art  Associate,  Albert 
d'Agostino;  Gowns,  Renie;  Recording  En- 
gineer, Hugh  McDowell,  Jr.;  Editor,  Harry 
Marker. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


McLaughlin  Rites  Today 

Pittsburgh — L.  Claire  McLaughlin, 
67,  who  was  a  local  theatrical  book- 
ing agent  for  35  years,  died  follow- 
ing a  stroke.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Margaret  Bendle  Mc- 
Laughlin, a  daughter,  Mrs.  Raymond 
A.  Turpen,  and  three  granchildren. 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  today 
at  the  home  of  his  nephew,  George 
H.  Stitz,  in  Etna,  Pa. 


J.  P.  Ronan  Recovering 

Chicago — Thomas  P.  Ronan,  dis- 
trict manager  for  Great  States  cir- 
cuit at  Danville,  is  recovering  from 
injuries,  sustained  in  an  automobile 
accident. 


"Business  Pulse  of  the  Nation" 

Emerson  Yorke  22  Mins. 

Grand  Two-Reeler 

Skillfully  and  interestingly  pre- 
senting a  wide  variety  of  the  activ- 
ities of  Government  bureaus,  this 
short,  produced  by  Emerson  Yorke 
for  the  U.  S.  Golden  Gate  Interna- 
tional Exposition  Commission,  has 
intense  audience  appeal,  and,  there- 
fore, is  a  "natural"  for  both  the- 
atrical and  non-theatrical  outlets. 
The  third  of  a  series  of  informative 
tab  productions,  it  recounts  with  sure 
showmanship,  accuracy  and  eye  to 
romantic  values  the  functional  duties 
of  Marine  Inspection  and  Naviga- 
tion, Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey, 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Bureau  of  Census,  Bur- 
eau of  Standards,  Patent  Office,  Bur- 
eau of  Lighthouses  and  the  Bureau 
of  Fisheries.  The  latter  two  agencies 
are  depicted,  although  under  the  re- 
cent Governmental  Reorganization 
Plan  they  were  transferred  from  the 
U.  S.  Dept.  of  Commerce  to  the  U. 
S.  Treasury  Dept.  and  the  U.  S.  Dept. 
of  the  Interior,  respectively.  Ma- 
terial for  this  short  has  been  select- 
ed with  astonishing  deftness, — and 
a  contributing  factor  is  that  the 
liaison  officer  twixt  Producer  Yorke 
and  the  Government  was  Nathan  D. 
Golden,  chief  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  Golden's 
expert  knowledge  of  his  own  official 
sphere  has  been  coupled  with  his  im- 
mense conversance  with  technical 
aspects  of  film-making,  notably,  in 
this  instance,  "scene  suitability." 
The  result  is  footage  packed  with 
the  sort  of  sequences  the  American 
people  should,  and  will  like  to,  see. 
Yorke  produced,  directed, — and  also 
penned  the  narration  which  is  de- 
livered excellently  by  Alois  Havrilla. 
Cinematography  by  Edward  J.  Hor- 
ton  is  tip-top,  as  is  the  music  rend- 
ered by  the  U.  S.  Marine  Band  Sym- 
phony Orchestra  under  the  baton  of 
William  F.  Santlemann.  Contrac- 
tors for  the  production  were  Louks 
and  Norling  Studios.  This  is  an 
"ace"  two-reeler  which  adds  to 
Yorke's  already  high  industry  pres- 
tige. 


"Sugar  Wind" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Good  Travelogue 

Camera  tour  of  the  island  of  Bar- 
bados presented  by  Paramount  in 
this  reel  will  prove  of  interest.  Al- 
though the  island  lies  in  the  Carib- 
bean and  has  an  interesting  history, 
it  is  not  a  widely  known  place.  Reel 
shows  how  the  principal  industry  of 
the  island,  grinding  of  sugar  cane, 
is  still  carried  on  with  the  primitive 
wind  mill  method.  Rhythmic  Negro 
songs  provide  a  musical  background. 


*    fOREIGR   * 


"Skeleton  On 
Horseback" 

(Czechoslovakian  dialogue,  English  titles) 
Mike   Mindlin  78  Mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Picture  eloquently 
makes  plea  for  peace,  and  is  pre- 
sented interestingly  and  acted  with 
sincerity. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Film  is  an 
enduring  and  prophetic  indicator  of 
the  miseries  now  loose  in  the  world. 
Acting  is  exemplary  and  direction 
masterly. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Story  is  one 
which  must  wring  a  sympathetic  re- 
sponse from  every  opponent  of  fas- 
cism and  mass  brutality. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Moldavia  Films; 
Director,  Hugo  Haas.  PLAYERS:  Hugo 
Haas,   Zdanek    Stepanek,    Bedrich    Karen. 


"Louise" 

(French  dialogue,  English  titles) 
Mayer  and   Burstyn  72  Mins. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Thanks  to  a 
plot  which  is  quaintly  old  fashioned, 
and  the  singing  of  Grace  Moore,  film 
achieves  moments  of  charm. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Fine  voices  of 
Miss  Moore,  Georges  Thill  and  Andre 
Fernet  can't  be  denied. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Picture  marks  an- 
other triumph  for  Grace  Moore. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Societe  Parisienne 
de  Production  de  Films;  Director,  Abel 
Gance.  PLAYERS:  Grace  Moore,  Georges 
Thill,  Andre  Pernet. 


'Ultimatum' 


(French  dialogue,  English  titles) 
Hoffberg    Production  76    Mins. 

New  York   Press  Comment: 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Vivid,  natur- 
alistic account  of  a  war  of  nerves. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Gallic  impor- 
tation has  had  a  distinguished  collab- 
oration. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Eloquent  document 
imbued  with  tensity. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Forrester-Parant 
Pictures;  Director,  Robert  Wiene.  PLAY- 
ERS: Dita  Parlo,  Eric  von  Stroheim,  Bernard 
Lancret. 


"Kalle  Paa  Spaangen" 

(Swedish  dialogue,  English   titles) 
Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures  94  Mins. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Delightful 
and  tuneful  importation  from  Scan- 
dinavia. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Edward 
Persson  amuses  Swedish  speaking 
patrons,  and  even  those  depending  on 
English  titles. 

CREDITS:  Europa  Film  Production;  Di- 
rector, Emil  A.  Persson.  PLAYERS:  Ed- 
vard  Persson,  Bullan  Weijden,  Carl  Strom. 
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AUSTRALIA  WILL  NOT 
RESTRICT  PIX  MONEY 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

pansion  of  home  industry  and  boom- 
ing employment,  is  having  a  favor- 
able box-office  effect. 

A  Government  subsidy  has  been 
granted  to  Cinesound,  Pagewood  and 
Figtree  studios  to  spur  picture  pro- 
duction, with  the  possibility  that  the 
number  of  pictures  produced  will  go 
above  last  year's  total.  Addition- 
ally, the  film  industry  as  a  body  has 
pledged  the  government  every  co- 
operation and  a  series  of  propa- 
ganda pictures,  probably  shorts,  are 
being  planned.  These  will  be  made 
by  the  industry  without  cost  to  the 
Government  and  they  will  be  sold  to 
theaters  on  a  rental  basis. 

No  limitation  on  imports  is  ex- 
pected, but  the  Government  has 
classed  films  in  the  "C"  or  non-es- 
sential  group. 

South  Australia  has  adopted  the 
building  license  law  now  in  effect 
in  New  South  Wales  and  other  states 
may  follow.  This  would  curtail  the- 
ater building. 

Tax  scale  on  prints  remains  at 
16  cents  per  foot  on  imports,  with 
new  two  cent  per  foot  tax  on  im- 
ported raw  stock  in  effect.  How- 
ever, newsreels  and  features  pro- 
duced here  get  a  refund  from  the 
Government  of  the  raw  stock  tax. 

New  Zealand  is  maintaining  its 
monetary  restriction  on  exports 
which  "freeze"  25  per  cent  of  earn- 
ings. No  change  in  the  New  Zea- 
land law  is  expected  at  the  present 
time. 


RKO  Theaters  Suit  Against 
Center  Music  Hall,  Inc. 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

closed  terms  was  revealed  yester- 
day when  a  stipulation  was  filed  in 
the  Federal  Court.  Plaintiff  had 
claimed  the  violation  of  a  contract 
which  provided  for  exhibition  of 
films  for  five  years. 

Suit,  which  was  filed  in  1936, 
charged  the  defendants  with  ex- 
hibiting only  11  pictures  in  1935-36 
instead  of  a  required  minimum  of 
22. 


Alliance  Set  in  KC 

Alliance  Films  has  closed  a  Kan- 
sas City  territory  franchise  deal  with 
W.  Lee  Norris  of  the  Norris  Dis- 
tributing   Co.,    Kansas    City. 


To  Rekindle  Romance 

Niagara  Falls  —  National  campaign 
planned  for  "Too  Many  Husbands" 
swung  into  action  locally  when  Mayor 
Ernest  Mirrington  yesterday  issued  a 
proclamation  asserting  that  "too  many 
husbands  drop  their  roles  as  lovers  as 
soon  as  the  honeymoon  is  over."  He 
called  upon  the  U.  S.  generally  to  re- 
kindle the  romance  that  too  many  hus- 
bands have  forgotten  about.  The  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  is  now  working  on  a 
special  campaign,  using  the  same  idea, 
with  the  City  of  Niagara  Falls  as  spon- 
sor. 


A  "JUttU"  Uo*»  "£ols" 


By  RALPH  WTLK 


4,000  INDIES  TO  AID 
FINNISH  RELIEF  FUND 


HOLLYWOOD 
Metro   Acquires   Properties 

A/fETRO  has  acquired  rights  to  the 
play,  "Port  of  Hope,"  by  Gina 
Kaus  and  Ladislaus  Fodor,  and  the 
original  story  by  Bernadine  Fritz 
on  which  the  play  is  based.  Other 
property  acquisitions  embrace  "Chil- 
dren's Crusade,"  an  original  unpub- 
lished story  by  Robert  Thoeran  and 
Fritz  Rotter,  and  the  story  "Old 
Lady  31,"  by  Mary  Louise  Foster, 
and  the  two  stage  dramatizations, 
by  Jeanette  Wade  and  Rachel 
Crothers. 

Y  Y  ▼ 

Old  Tunes  In  "The  Westerner" 

Popular  tunes  of  the  '80's  to  be 
re-introduced  by  Sam  Goldwyn's 
"The  Westerner,"  will  include  "Port- 
land Fancies,"  "Varsovienne,"  "My 
Beautiful  Creole  Belle,"  "Tenting 
Tonight,"  "While  Strolling  Through 
the  Park  One  Day,"  "Come  Home 
Father"  and  "Are  You  Going  To  the 
Ball   This   Evening?" 

Y  ▼  Y 

Para.   Plans   Unique   Musical 

Planned  by  Para,  as  one  of  the 
unusual  musical  films  of.  1940,  "In- 
terlochen,"  the  story  of  the  famed 
National  Musical  Camp  for  Young 
America  at  Interlochen,  Mich.,  will 
be  produced  and  directed  by  Andrew 
Stone  with  Allan  Jones  and  Susanna 
Foster  as  leads. 

T  T  T 

Mono.  Sets  "Covered  Wagon  Days" 

"Covered  Wagon   Days,"  starring 


Jack  Randall,  will  go  into  produc- 
tion at  the  Monogram  Studios  on 
Feb.  19.     Harry  Webb  will  produce. 

Y  Y  Y 

Spencer  as  Eli  Yale? 

With  biographical  features  taking 
a  strong  hold  on  the  public's  or- 
dinarily flighty  fancy,  Clarence 
Brown,  on  completing  direction  of 
M-G-M's  "Edison,  The  Man,"  may 
turn  to  the  life  of  Elihu  Yale,  after 
whom  the  famed  institution  of  learn- 
ing was  named,  for  his  next  direc- 
torial assignment.  Spencer  Tracy 
may  star. 

▼  T  T 

Four   Studios  Seek  Del  Ruth 

Now  that  his  contract  with  20th 
Century-Fox  is  completed,  four  dif- 
ferent studios  are  bidding  for  the 
services  of  Roy  Del  Ruth.  They 
are  M-G-M,  Paramount,  RKO  and 
Universal. 

T  T  T 

Churchill's    Novel    as    Film? 

Edward  Sutherland  and  Edward 
Churchill,  studio  "flack,"  have  been 
in  a  huddle  over  the  latter's  novel, 
"Wings  To  The  Sun,"  which  Suth- 
erland believes  will  make  an  excel 
lent  motion  picture. 

T  T  T 

58  Stars,  Players  at  Warners 
New  Warner  studio  roster  shows 
a  total  of  58  stars  and  featured  play- 
ers under  term  contracts.  Working 
for  the  studio  are  41  writers  and  12 
directors   under   contract. 


Gloria  Theater  Denied  Writ 
in  Suit  Against  Randforce 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

distributors  —  20th-Fox,  Warners, 
Paramount,  Universal  and  UA — and 
others  with  restraint  of  trade. 

The  court,  denying  the  motion, 
pointed  out  an  immediate  trial  of 
the  case  is  possible  and  that  there- 
fore there  was  no  reason  for  a  tem- 
porary writ.  No  date  for  the  trial 
has  been  set. 

The  plaintiff  complains  that  Rand- 
force conspired  with  the  other  de- 
fendants to  book  all  first-run  pic- 
tures into  the  Clinton  theater,  which 
was  recently  constructed  as  a  com- 
petitor to  the  Gloria.  Randforce 
acquired  the  Clinton  from  William 
Yost,  it  is  claimed. 

Recently,  the  plaintiff  alleges,  it 
has  been  forced  to  run  only  re-is- 
sues and  old  releases,  resulting  in 
a  $200  loss  weekly. 

The  defendants  categoric.  Uly  deny 
all   charges. 

Leroy,  Gutman  &  Goldbe.  repre- 
sent the  plaintiff. 


R.  P.  Rassmussen  Dead 

Chicago — Robert  P.  Rassmussen, 
50,  president  of  the  Economy  Equip- 
ment Co.  (air  conditioning),  is  dead. 


Ticket  Resale,  Bingo  Bills 
Hoppered  in  N.  Y.  Legislature 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

sale  of  theater  and  amusement  ad- 
mission tickets  to  include  every  cor- 
poration, individual,  telegraph  com- 
pany and  telephone  company  resell- 
ing or  engaging  in  the  business  of 
reselling  tickets  of  admission  or 
through  money  orders  exchangeable 
for  tickets.  It  is  a  companion  meas- 
ure of  Senator  William  S.  Condon's 
proposal  introduced  in  the  Senate 
Monday. 

A  third  Bingo  legalization  bill 
was  hoppered  yesterday  bv  Senator 
McCall  of  New  York  which  would 
put  licensing  and  issuance  of  per- 
mits up  to  municipalities.  The  game 
would  be  limited  to  religious  or 
charitable  groups,  with  license  fees 
not  to  exceed  $100  a  year  in  com- 
munities over  300,000,  lower  scales 
prevailing  for  smaller  cities.  It 
also  limits  prizes  to  merchandise  or 
personal  property,  forbidding  cash 
awards. 


"Swanee  River"  Held  In  Ky. 

Cincinnati— 20th  Fox's  "Swanee 
River,"  is  a  holdover  throughout 
Kentucky,  including  smaller  towns. 
Business  is  exceptional  in  Paris, 
Richmond,  Lexington,  Maysville  and 
Carrolton,  Ky. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

national  chairman  of  the  Fund's  mo- 
tion picture  division. 

Fund  collections  will  be  m/'  in 
the  theaters  on  Feb.  17-18.  W  jby 
solicitation  is  planned,  with  the  so- 
licitors to  be  provided  wherever  pos- 
sible by  Scandinavian  organizations. 

Vincent  G.  Hart  is  national  direc- 
tor for  Major  Thompson's  division. 

Enlistment  of  exhibs.  for  Finnish 
relief  marks  the  second  time  that 
the  industry  has  co-operated  with 
Hoover  in  relief  work.  In  1920-21, 
millions  were  raised  to  feed  Eu- 
rope's starving  children. 


Robert  Stack,  who  appeared  oppo- 
site Deanna  Durbin  in  Universal's 
"First  Love,"  will  be  a  guest  of 
honor  tonight  at  the  Finnish  Relief 
Fund  supper  dance  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria. 


Detroit — Industry's  Finnish  Relief 
Fund  Committee  has  been  organized 
for  Detroit  with  William  Carlson, 
chairman;  Tom  McGuire,  executive 
chairman;  Jack  Hurford,  publicity; 
Earl  Hudson,  financial  secretary; 
Pearl  M.  Sprott,  secretary;  C.  C. 
Perry  and  Dan  J.  Lewis,  arrange- 
ments. 


Equity,  SAG,  AFRA  To  Co-op 
On  "One  Big  Union"  Scheme 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

dicated  at  a  session  of  SAG's  board 
of  directors  which  was  attended  by 
representatives  of  Equity  and  AFRA. 

Walter  Abel,  Lucille  Gleason  and 
Noel  Madison,  with  Paul  Harvey 
and  Boris  Karloff  as  alternates, 
were  appointed  to  confer  with  Ken- 
neth Thomson  of  SAG,  Emily  Holt 
and  George  Heller  of  AFRA,  and 
Walter  Greaza  of  Equity  regarding 
one  big  union,  the  reorganization  of 
AGVA  and  to  report  back  to  the 
board. 

Thomson  has  been  suggested  to 
take  temporary  charge  of  AGVA 
affairs  and  it  is  believed  that  if 
sufficient  pressure  is  brought  to  bear 
upon  him  by  all  groups  in  the  4  A's 
interested  that  he  will  not  refuse  the 
post.  The  SAG  board  would  have  to 
okay  his  leave  of  absence. 

The  Guild  board  may  support  a 
proposed  television  contract  which 
has  already  been  ratified  by  other 
4A  groups.  Under  the  agreement, 
television  contracts  will  be  prepared 
by  a  committee  consisting  of  three 
representatives  of  the  Guild,  Equity 
and  AFRA  and  will  be  approved  by 
the  board  of  directors  of  each  or- 
ganization. 


Or  Do  They? 

Weedsport,  N.  Y. — Truth  in  advertis- 
ing. The  following  double  feature  pro- 
gram played  at  the  Weedsport  last  week: 

"These    Clamour    Girls" 

"Tell   No  Tales." 


Coming  / 
Soon/" 


PRODUCTION 

•  •      • 

DISTRIBUTION 

•  •      • 

EXHIBITION 


•      •      • 


Short  Subject  Series,  Produc- 
ers and  Distributors. 

•  •     • 

Features  imported  during  the 

past  year. 

Serials  released  since  1920. 

•  •     • 

Work  of  Players,  Directors, 
Authors,  Screen  Play  Writers, 
Cameramen,  Film  Editors, 
Song  Writers  and  Dance  Di- 
rectors. 


More  than  1200  pages, 

leatherette  binding, 

stamped  in  gold. 


A  list  of  theaters  in  the 
United  States,  Alaska  and 
Canada. 

•  •     • 

A  list  of  nearly  17,000  titles 
of  motion  pictures  released 
since  1915. 

•  •     • 

Addresses  of  Producers,  Dis- 
tributors, Exchanges,  Labora- 
tories, Agents,  Equipment 
Manufacturers  and  Distribu- 
tors. 


Credits  on  pictures  released 
in  1939. 

•  •     • 

Exploitation  Section. 

•  •     • 

An  up-to-the-minute  Equip- 
ment Buying  Guide.  Non- 
Theatrical  Section. 

•  •     • 

Legal  points  and  decisions 
of  importance  to  everyone. 

•  •     • 

Personnel  of  Important  Com- 
panies, Studios. 

•  •     • 

Financial  Structures  of  mo- 
tion picture  companies. 


AND  1001  OTHER  IMPORTANT  ITEMS  OF 
VITAL  INTEREST  WILL  BE  FOUND  IN 

THE  1940  FILM  YEAR  BOOK 
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20TH-FOX  HOLDINGS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

284  shares  of  $1.50  cumulative  pre- 
ferred. 

Report  of  Loew's,  Inc.,  states  Leo- 
pold Friedman  has  disposed  of  100 
shares  of  common  and  now  holds  712 
shares.  Sam  Katz  reports  disposi- 
tion of  750  shares  of  common,  now 
holding  two  shares,  and  J.  Robert 
Rubin  reports  disposition  of  1,400 
shares  of  common,  now  holding  30,- 
015  shares. 

Malcolm  Kingsberg  reports  acqui- 
sition of  300  shares  of  K-A-O's  7 
per  cent  cumulative  convertible  pre- 
ferred, bringing  his  total  in  this 
class  to  500  shares.  Michael  J. 
Meehan  has  disposed  of  300  shares, 
it  was  reported,  and  now  holds  26,504 
shares. 

Columbia  Pictures  Co.  reports  A. 
Schneider  has  added  100  common 
voting  trust  certificates  to  his  hold- 
ings for  a  total  of  504. 

Report  of  Pathe  Film  states  Allan 
P.  Kirby  holds  2,100  shares  of  com- 
mon directly:  1,000  shares  through 
Holding  Company  A  and  4,000  shares 
through  Holding  Company  B  after 
adding  86  shares  in  the  latter  classi- 
fication. He  also  holds  600  shares 
in  trust. 

Charles  D.  Prutzman  reports  ac- 
quisition of  200  common  voting  trust 
certificates  of  Universal  Corp.  bring- 
ing his  total  holdings  to  900  of  the 
certificates. 

Warners  report  Morris  Wolf  has 
disposed  of  500  shares  of  common 
and  now  holds  450  shares  directly 
and  167  shares  in  trust. 


Court  Weighs  Evidence 

in  "Road  to  Glory"  Suit 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington— A  soldier's  $1,000,- 
000  plagiarism  suit  against  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  is  under  consid- 
eration by  Justice  James  W.  Morris 
after  one  of  the  longest  hearings  in 
the  history  of  District  Court. 

For  nearly  three  months,  the  court 
heard  a  parade  of  witnesses  and 
viewed  various  exhibits,  including 
the  film  "The  Road  to  Glory,"  the 
authorship  of  which  is  claimed  by 
Robert  H.  Sheets,  soldier  attached 
to  March  Field.  Calif.  Suit  was  filed 
the  middle  of  1937. 

In  supporting  the  contention  he 
wrote  the  manuscript  on  which  the 
picture  was  based  in  his  home  town 
of  Jackson,  Tenn.,  in  1935,  the  sol- 
dier produced  eight  witnesses  who 
testified  they  either  read  the  manu- 
script or  saw  him  writing  it.  The 
film  company  argued  that  Sheets' 
manuscript  was  not  in  existence 
when  the  production  was  decided  on, 
and  that  the  scenario  was  the  com- 
bined work  of  several  established 
writers.  It  was  in  1936  that  the 
film   was   produced. 


Menace  in  Neely  Block-Booking  Bill 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 


enactment  would  increase  admissions 
beyond  present  box-office  levels  to 
the  conviction  that  it  would  be  the 
forerunner  of  political  censorship. 
In  the  latter  connection,  the  South 
Texan,  official  organ  of  the  South 
Texas  Chamber  of  Commerce,  sees 
danger  of  "autocratic  despotism." 

Digest  of  editorial  opinion  of  daily 
and  Sunday  newspapers  and  other 
publications  follows. 

Lowell  (Mass.)  Evening  Leader 
(Charles  E.  Gallagher) :  Enactment 
of  this  bill  will  throw  the  motion 
picture  industry  into  confusion.  No 
theater  manager  would  know  from 
week  to  week  what  picture  he  was 
going  to  play  a  month  hence,  what 
he  would  have  to  pay  for  it  and  what 
his  chances  of  profit  or  loss  would 
be.  The  Neely  bill  will  destroy  ef- 
ficient, economical  marketing  of  mo- 
tion picture  entei'tainment.  It  forces 
an  increase  in  the  cost  of  motion 
pictures — or  a  decrease  in  value. 
Stripped  of  its  camouflage,  it  is  a 
price  control  law.  The  theaters 
would  either  have  to  charge  a  higher 
admission  to  its  patrons  or  give  a 
cheaper  show  for  the  admission  paid. 
Either  way  the  theaters'  business 
would  suffer  and  so  would  their 
patrons. 

Pittsburgh  Post-Gazette:  Study 
reveals  that  the  Neely  bill  is  but 
one  more  wholly  impractical  and 
highly  dangerous  attempt  to  extend 
the  unnecessary  government  regu- 
lation of  business.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  House  will  refuse  thus  to 
hamper  one  of  the  country's  great 
industries  and  to  damage  quality  of 
picture  entertainment  and  will  re- 
ject the  Neely  bill  when  it  comes 
up  for  consideration. 

Crowell  (Tex.)  News  (Julian  Cap- 
ers, Jr.):  The  motion  picture  indus- 
try, by  long  trial  and  error,  has 
evolved  certain  methods  of  produc- 
ing and  distributing  its  product. 
That  these  methods  are  efficient  and 
satisfactory  both  to  the  industry  and 
the  great  majority  of  patrons  is  self- 
evident   .  .  . 

South  Texan:  The  passage  of  this 
bill  is  at  best  a  still  further  exten- 
sion of  government  control  and  reg- 
ulation over  business  and  this  is 
utterly  undesirable.  Moreover,  the 
idea  of  prohibiting  a  business  prac- 
tice which  is  now  quite  legal  and 
essentially  unobjectionable  and  pre- 
scribing penalties,  is  very  close  to 
autocratic  despotism  and  is  obnox- 
ious to  the  general  citizenship. 

Erie  (Pa.)  Times:  That  Neely  bill 

in  Congress  is  loaded  with  dynamite. 

Burlingame       (Calif.)      Advance: 

Most  of  the  layman  support  of  the 
Neely  bill  springs  from  approval 
of  the  aims  of  its  author  rather 
than  from  appreciation  of  what  the 
practical  results  would  be  .  .  . 
.  .  .  there  are  objections  to  this  bill 
which  only  a  fuller  understanding 
of    its    contents    and    of    the    movie 


production  problems  enable  one  to 
discover. 

Dallas  Jewish  American:  Thanks 
to  pettyfogging  politics  and  obstruc- 
tionist tactics,  the  fifth  largest  in- 
dustry in  the  United  States — the 
Motion  Picture  Industry — faces  an- 
nihilation. Already  passed  thru  the 
Senate  is  a  bill  known  as  the  Neely 
bill..    .. 

Lubbock  (Tex.)  Journal:  "Block- 
booking"  is,  without  doubt,  a  cum- 
bersome and,  in  many  respects,  a 
decidedly  poor  method  of  retailing 
motion  picture  films. 

It  may  be  that  "block-booking" 
should   be   discontinued. 

But  the  "Neely  bill"  would  do 
more  than  merely  discontinue  a 
trade  practice  which  is  of  no  mo- 
ment to  the  public  at  large.  It 
would,  in  effect,  set  up  more  or  less 
of  a  federal  censorship  of  the  movie 
industry.  .  .  . 

Columbus  (Ga.)  Sunday  Ledger- 
Enquirer:  The  impression  given  by 
wording  of  the  bill  is  that  the  moral 
tone  of  pictures  would  thus  be  im- 
proved, but  close  students  of  the 
matter  both  in  and  out  of  the  in- 
dustry assert  it  would  have  little 
such  effect.  They  say  it  would  touch 
only  those  producers  already  under 
the  Hays  board  of  censorship,  while 
the  independent  producers,  not  un- 
der this  board,  who  are  said  to  pro- 
duce the  really  objectionable  pic- 
tures would  not  be  affected  by  the 
law,  as  they  usually  sell  their  wares 
after  finishing  them  and  submitting 
to  the  exhibitor. 

Torrington  (Conn.)  Register: 
Wholesome  public  opinion  is  the 
most  effective  agency  for  better  pic- 
tures. This  Neely  bill  may  bring 
about  a  dangerous  political  censor- 
ship with  no  really  beneficial  re- 
sults for  the  public. 

South  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Amer- 
ican Weekly:  With  such  legislation 
on  the  statute  books  of  the  nation, 
it  is  inevitable  that  the  theaters  re- 
maining open  will  be  forced  to  ad- 
vance admission  prices  to  meet  the 
increased  cost  of  film  automatically 
brought  about  by  the  tremendous 
increases  in  the  cost  of  production 
and  distribution.  Thus  the  public 
would  have  to  share  in  these  in- 
creased costs  in  the  form  of  higher 
admission. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Journal:  The 
result  would  be  a  chaotic  condition 
in  which  originality  and  enterprise 
by  producers  would  be  discouraged 
and  the  indusrty  blocked  from  con- 
tinuing the  phenomenal  progress  it 
has  made  in  its  comparatively  short 
limetime.  .  The  bill  also  amounts 
to  unnecessary  tinkering   ... 

Federalsburg  (Md.)  Times:  We 
urge  all  our  readers  to  write  or  wire 
their  Congressman  immediately,  pro- 
testing the  possible  passage  of  the 
Neely  bill. 

Bridgeton  (N.  J.)  News:  The  mov- 


TERMS  MAY  BE  ASKED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lease  road  show  engagements.  It  is 
also  said  that  advanced  admission 
prices  on  all  bookings  may  be/**ked. 

"The  Westerner"  is  to  be  rek  ~ 
by  United  Artists. 


~tod 


Five   New  Film  Companies 
Get  New  York  Charters 


Albany — Five  new  film  industry 
companies  have  been  chartered  by 
the  Secretary  of  State: 

East  Coast  Animation  Co.,  Inc., 
New  York  City,  to  produce  and  dis- 
tribute motion  picture  cartoons,  cap- 
ital 550  shares  preferred  stock  $20 
par  value  and  450  shares  common 
stock  non  par  value.  Byron  Rab- 
bitt,  Jack  Rubin,  Sam  Morganstern, 
incorporators. 

Bergere  Pictures  Corp.,  New  York 
City,  capital  200  shares  non  par 
value  stock,  distribute  motion  pic- 
tures. Charles  Ettinger,  Miriam 
Tobias,  Pauline  Scharf,  incorpora- 
tors. 

Trident  Film  Corp.,  New  York 
City,  capital  $20,000,  deal  in  motion 
pictures.  John  Redchuk,  Mary  Red- 
chuk,  Vasile  Avramenko,  incorpora- 
tors. 

National  Recording  &  Equipment 
Corp.,  New  York  City,  capital  200 
shares  non  par  value  stock,  deal  in 
motion  picture  equipment.  Joseph 
Allentuck,  Bernard  L.  Seligman,  Ja- 
cob J.  Milman,  Incorporators. 

Carkey  Theaters,  Inc.,  Glovers- 
ville,  capital  $20,000,  exhibit  motion 
pictures.  Joseph  F.  Perrone,  Joseph 
Perella,  James  F.  Rossi,  incorpora- 
tors. 


Ascap's  Radio  Study  Ready 

The  radio  committee  of  Ascap 
yesterday  completed  its  study  of 
the  broadcast-license  situation.  For- 
mal presentation  of  the  report  to 
the  Ascap  board  will  be  made 
shortly. 

Ascap  is  currently  completing  a 
new  setup  of  branch  offices  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  It  will  operate  di- 
rectly 15  branches  with  its  own 
managers  in  charge.  Among  the 
cities  included  are  San  Francisco, 
Portland,  Denver  and  Los  Angeles. 


Chi  Club  Will  Move 

Chicago  —  Chicago  Amusement 
Club  will  move  to  new  quarters  in 
the  Stevens  Hotel. 


ing  picture  industry  has  been  its 
own  best  regulating  agency,  and 
may  be  counted  upon  to  continue  its 
present  policies  of  fair  dealing  with- 
in itself  and  with  its  public.  Cen- 
sorship has  ceased  to  be  necessary 
except  in  a  few  isolated  cases.  The 
industry's  own  censorship  supersedes 
that  of  any  group  or  agency  and 
its  conformity  to  public  taste  and 
morals  has  had  few  setbacks  in  re- 
cent years. . . . 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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See  Weekly  "Jake" of  $2,000,000  in  Sight  for  GWTW 

ASK  MANDATORY  ARBITNJN  NEELY  AMENDMENT 

Draft  Anti-Ascap  Measure  for  New  York  Legislature 


Bill  to   License  Collectors  of 

Royalties  Hoppered  in 

the  Assembly 

Albany- — Reports  are  rife  here 
that  an  anti-Ascap  bill  is  being 
framed  by  a  small  group  of  legisla- 
tors who,  it  is  said,  plan  to  intro- 
duce the  measure  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. Specific  nature  of  the  bill  has 
not  yet  been  disclosed,  but,  if  and 
when  introduced,  it  is  expected  to 
parallel  those  already  on  statute 
books  and  contested  by  Ascap. 

Meanwhile,  Assemblyman  A.  J. 
Canney,  D.,  of  Buffalo,  hoppered 
a  request  bill  yesterday  which  pro- 

(Continued  on  Page   3) 


"U"  SALES  CONTRACT 
RUNNING  10%  HIGHER 


Universal's  1940-41  sales  contracts 
to  date  are  approximately  10  per 
cent  ahead  of  the  total  number  of 
deals  signed  for  the  1939-40  pro- 
gram "William  A.  Scully,  general 
sales  manager,  said  yesterday.  In- 
dications are  that  Universal  may  hit 
a  new  high  in  sales  contracts  this 
year. 


Hear  FCC  Ready  to  Act 

to  Halt  Radio  Giveaway 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Early  FCC  action  to 
halt  the  Pot  o'  Gold  giveaway  on 
Turns'  Horace  Heidt  radio  program 
is  in  prospect,  it  was  authoritatively 
reported  yesterday. 

Spearhead  of  the  exhibitor  attack 

(Continued  on  Page   3) 

Thomson  Not  Coming  East 
On  AGVA  Reorg.  Duties 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — As  the  result  of  con- 
ferences between  SAG,  Equity  and 
AFRA,  Ken  Thomson,  executive  sec- 
retary of  SAG,  will  remain  here  and 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Walt  Disney's  "Pinocchio"  Surpasses  Anything 
Yet  Accomplished  in  Animated  Entertainment 

Walt  Disney's  "Pinocchio,"  glorified  by  the  hues  of  Technicolor  at  its  best,  world 
premiered  last  night  at  the  local  Center  Theater  before  an  audience  of  distinguished 
personages  who  acclaimed  its  virtues  as  surpassing  anything  yet  accomplished  in  the 
world  of  animated  film  entertainment.  Intensely  human  and  humorous,  the  Disney  pro- 
duction exacted  frequent  applause-demonstrations  from  the  onlookers,  who  marveled  at 
the  grandeur  of  the  delineation  and  thrilled  to  the  footage's  content  of  rousing  and 
amusing  scenes.  Reaction  generally  was  that  "Pinocchio"  marks  a  milestone  in  film 
annals  and  adds  immeasurably  to  the  already  achieved  pre-eminence  of  Disney  in  the 
sphere  of  the  "drawn"  drama.  The  elevator  operator  who  transported  this  reviewer  to 
the  third-floor  Press  Room  after  the  performance  was  solicitous  (not  having  seen  the 
film)  as  to  the  possibility  of  its  long  occupancy  of  the  Center's  screen.  Long  will  he 
run  the  "lift"  for  the  "Pinocchio"  engagement! — (See  Along  The  Rialto,  Page  3,  for 
account   of   the   premiere.) — MORRIS. 


PCC  Sets  Convention  for  Los  Angeles 
May  8-10;  Against  Move-over  Policy 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — May  8-10  has  been  set 
as  the  dates  for  the  first  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Pacific  Coast  Confer- 
ence theater  owners,  with  the  con- 
vention to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles, 
and  with  the  ITOA  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona  as  hosts.  Hugh 
Bruen,  Jack  Y.  Berman,  H.  R.  Rotus 


Harvey,  Ben  Levin  and  R.  H.  "Bob" 
Poole  will  comprise  the  program 
committee. 

The  Conference  went  on  record 
as  opposing  any  restraint  by  pro- 
ducers and  distributors  of  a  free 
and  unrestrained  purchase  by  exhib- 
itors of  any  and  all  advertising  mat- 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Mich.  Co-op  Would   Embody 

Trade  Reforms  in  Bill's 

Changes 

By  H.  F.  REVES 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Detroit  —  Suggestions  for 
amendments  to  the  Neely  bill, 
now  pending  in  the  House,  have 
been  presented  to  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Committee  by  Co-opera- 
tive Theaters  of  Michigan,  it  was 
disclosed  here  yesterday  by  Tom 
McGuire,  the  booking  circuit's  direc- 
tor of  public  relations. 

McGuire  returned  to  Detroit  yes- 
terday from  a  trip  to  New  York  and 
Washington.  In  the  metropolis,  he 
was  the  victim  of  a  subway  accident, 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Report  National  Poster  Service  Group  Dissolving 


On  the  eve  of  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  National  Poster  Ser- 
vice Association  scheduled  to  open 
here  tomorrow,  it  was  learned  that 
the  organization  was  on  the  verge 
of  dissolving,  owing  to  the  number 
of   members    reportedly    selling   out 


to  Advertising  Accessories,  Inc., 
new  subsidiary  of  National  Screen 
Service. 

Twenty-six  poster  exchanges  be- 
long to  the  national  group,  two  of 
which  already  have  been  taken  over 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 


$2,000,000  Weekly      Take 
for  "GWTW"  Seen  as  Possible 


Nugent,  Times  Film  Critic, 
Reports  to  20th-Fox  Apr.  8 

Frank  S.  Nugent,  motion  picture 
critic  for  The  New  York  Times,  re- 
ports to  the  20th  Century-Fox  stu- 
dio on  April  8  on  a  one-year  writer's 
contract.  He  gives  up  his  post  on 
the  Times  in  mid-March. 


On  the  basis  of  a  reported  $1,- 
890,000  box-office  "take"  rolled  up 
last  week  in  approximately  110  the- 
aters throughout  the  U.  S.,  by  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  possibility  that  the 
picture  would  hit  at  least  the  $2,000,- 
000  mark  weekly  for  a  period  of  suc- 
ceeding weeks  was  seen  yesterday. 

Estimate   of   $2,000,000   is   predi- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


GROSS  ASSETS  OF  GN 
REPORTED  AS  $60,000 


Gross  assets  of  Grand  National 
Pictures  at  present  total  $60,000, 
according  to  an  affidavit  of  Harry 
G.  Fromberg,  GN  trustee,  filed  with 
referee  Peter  B.  Olney,  Jr.  yester- 
day. The  affidavit,  which  revealed 
for  the  first  time  total  estimated 
assets,  was  filed  in  securing  an  or- 
der of  the  referee  empowering  the 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 

Mich.  Allied  Sidesteps 

'40  National  Convention 


Detroit  —  Allied  States'  national 
convention  probably  will  go  to  an- 
other city  although  Detroit  was 
awarded  the  meeting  at  the  recent 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Equity  Trial  Date  Order 

Signed;  Sets  May  1  Start 

Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  yes- 
terday signed  a  formal  order  refer- 
ring'  the    Government's    equity   suit 
to  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)     7  7  7  

Columbia    Picts.    pfd 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...      8%       8%       87/g    +     % 

East.    Kodak    157V2   156       157V2   +   1  Vi 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.     Eq 12%     12%     12%—     Vs 

Loew's,    Inc 36 V8     36         36 V8   +     Vs 

do    pfd 

Paramount   71/8       7'/8       7'/g      

Paramount    1st   pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd. 

Pathe    Film    10%     10%     10%   +      Va 

RKO     1  Vi       1  %       1  %      

20th    Century-Fox  11%     11 '/2     11%   +      % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  24  Vi     24 Vi     24 Vi      

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 94V2     92         94Vi   +  3Vi 

Warner  Bros 334       3%       3%    +      Vs 

do   pfd 47         47         47  

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith   B.   F.   ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3y2s46 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3V4s47  85         85         85  

RKO    6s41     575/8     575/8     57S/8  _  4% 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  86 Vi     86Vi     86 Vi   +      Va 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Moncgram   Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 1%       1%       1%   +      Vs 

Technicolor     16  16  16       —     Vs 

Trans-Lux     1%        1%        1%+     % 

Universal  Corp.  vtc.  4  3%       4        4-      % 

Universal    Picts IOV4     10V4     10V4    4-      Vi 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe     Film     7     pfd 100y2104 

Fox    Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.    Realty  6s   1st   '47 

Met.    Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd   deb.   '45.   71  Vz     73 V2 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 67 Vi     69 Vi 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or   Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Wilfred  Fawcett  Dies  at  54        Casanave  Will  Address 

As  Result  of  Heart  Attack  Ampa's  Meeting  Today 


West    Coast  Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles — -Wilfred  Hamilton 
Fawcett,  54,  nominal  head  of  Faw- 
cett Publications,  Inc.,  died  here  yes- 
terday as  the  result  of  a  heart  ail- 
ment from  which  he  had  suffered 
for  the  past  three  years  and  which 
had  prompted  him  to  leave  to  his 
four  sons  and  to  Allen  E.  Norman, 
general  manager,  the  direction  of 
the  firm. 

The  company  publishes  some  20 
magazines,  including  True  Confes- 
sions, Motion  Picture,  Screen  Life, 
Hollywood,  Romantic  Story,  and 
Mechanix  Illustrated. 

Deceased's  sons  are  Roger,  of 
New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.;  Gordon,  of 
Los  Angeles;  Wilfred,  of  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  Roscoe,  of  Port  Ches- 
ter, N.  Y.  His  daughter  is  Mrs. 
Marion  Bagg  of  Tulsa,  Okla.  He  is 
also  survived  by  his  wife,  Frances 
Fawcett  of  Minneapolis. 

Interment  will  be  on  Monday  in 
Lakewood  Cemetery,  Minneapolis. 


Warner  Club  Ball  to  be 

Held  at  Waldorf  March  9 


Headquarters  of  the  Warner  Club 
announced  yesterday  that  some  1,- 
200  of  its  members  and  guests  will 
attend  the  club's  11th  Annual  Ban- 
quet and  Ball  in  the  Grand  Ball 
Room  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria  on 
Saturday    evening,    March   9. 

An  elaborate  program  of  enter- 
tainment has  already  been  arranged, 
and  it  was  disclosed  that  Jan  Savitt 
and  His  Top-Hatters  will  provide 
the  dance  music. 

Committee  for  this  year's  event 
comprises  A.  W.  Schwalberg,  chair- 
man; Max  Blackman;  Nat  Fellmah, 
president  of  the  Warner  Club;  Harry 
Mayer,  in  charge  of  entertainment; 
S.  Schneider.  Jules  Levey,  Harold 
Rodner,  and  Irving  Birnbaum. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Max 
Blackman,  a  lavish  Souvenir  Book 
is  being  prepared  for  the  function. 


Jack  Cohn  Examination 

Postponed  to  Tuesday 

Examination  here  by  the  D  of  J 
of  Jack  Cohn,  vice-president  of  Co- 
lumbia, in  connection  with  the  cur- 
rent equity  action  brought  by  the 
Government  against  the  majors,  has 
been  deferred  until  next  Tuesday  at 
2  p.m.  Cohn  was  scheduled  to  ap- 
pear for  the  examination  tomorrow 
at  2  p.m.,  but  the  four-day  postpone- 
ment was  agreed  upon. 


"U"  Preferred  at  94 V2, 

Highest  in  Two  Years 

Universal's  preferred  hit  a  two- 
year  high  yesterday,  closing  at  94%, 
a  gain  of  3%  points  for  the  day. 
On  the  Curb,  both  Universal  Corp. 
vtc  and  Universal  Pictures  common 
made  fractional  gains,  closing  at  4 
and  10 Va,  respectively. 


Charles  Casanave,  vice-prseident 
of  Advertising  Accessories,  Inc.,  will 
be  one  of  the  principal  speakers  at 
today's  Ampa  luncheon  meeting  to 
be  held  in  Jack  Dempsey's  Restaur- 
ant, Eighth  Ave.  and  50th  St.,  at 
12:45  p.m.  Casanave  will  outline 
the  policies  of  Advertising  Acces- 
sories, with  respect  to  workers  in 
local  art  departments. 

A  capacity  crowd  is  expected  to 
attend  the  session  at  which  Mai'y 
Howard,  star  of  "Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois";  Terry  Kilburn,  young  lu- 
minary of  "Swiss  Family  Robinson"; 
■Joan  Edwards,  currently  appearing 
at  the  Strand  with  Paul  Whiteman; 
Katherine  Conrad,  European  favor- 
ite; and  several  surprise  personali- 
ties will  appear. 


Ed  Golden  Leaving  Today 
On  Tour  of  Mono.  Branches 


Leaving  today  on  a  Coast-to- 
Coast  trip,  Edward  A.  Golden,  Mon- 
ogram's general  sales  manager,  will 
visit  15  exchanges  in  the  interest 
of  the  "March  for  Monogram"  play- 
date  drive  which  is  now  in  its  third 
week. 

Sales  meetings  will  be  held  in  At- 
lanta, Memphis,  New  Orleans,  Dal- 
las, Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco, 
Denver,  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis, 
Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Detroit,  Cleve- 
land, Buffalo  and  Albany. 

Golden  said  yesterday  that  every 
effort  would  be  made  to  give  Mono- 
gram branches  the  company's  most 
important  pictures  during  the  cam- 
paign. 


"Abe  Lincoln"  May  Start 

at  Music  Hall  on  Feb.  22 


"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  may  go 
into  Radio  City  Music  Hall  on  Feb. 
22  instead  of  in  early  March,  as 
previously  announced.  It  was  indi- 
cated yesterday  that  "Rebecca," 
which  was  due  at  the  Music  Hall  on 
the  22nd,  may  not  be  ready  by  that 
date  and  the  possibilities  are  that 
"Abe  Lincoln"  will  be  booked  in. 


Schine  Renews  Altec  Deal 
For  Theaters  in  4  States 


Renewal  of  the  Schine  Circuit 
contract  with  Altec  Service  Corp. 
for  110  theaters  in  New  York,  Ohio, 
Maryland  and  Kentucky  was  an- 
nounced yesterday.  Bert  Sanford 
negotiated  for   Altec. 


New  Col. -De  La  Varre  Pact 

Columbia  announced  yesterday 
that  a  new  contract  has  been  con- 
cluded between  it  and  Andre  de  La 
Varre  by  the  terms  of  which  the 
latter  will  produce  his  second  series 
of  Columbia  Tours,  for  the  com- 
pany's short  subjects  line-up. 


Pridmore,  Architect,   Dead 

Chicago — John    E.    Pridmore,    75, 
theater  architect,  is  dead. 


commc  mid  come 


WILLIAM  F.  RODCERS.  Metro  sales  chief- 
tain, MRS.  RODCERS.  MR.  and  MRS.  HOWARD 
DIETZ,  MICKEY  ROONEY  and  LES  PETERSON 
arrive    in    Detroit    today    from    New   York. 

t  K*. 

E.    M.    SAUNDERS,    Eastern    division  jgei 

for    Metro,    leaves    today    for    Detroit    ai.    °Port 
Huron. 

ERNST  LUBITSCH  leaves  today  for  a  vaca- 
tion   in   Puerto    Rico. 

HARRY  SHERMAN  has  returned  to  New  York 
from  Florida,  and  is  scheduled  to  leave  for  the 
Coast   this   week-end. 

I.  GOLDSMITH.  British  producer,  left  yester- 
day  for   Hollywood   via   American   Airlines. 

A.  J.  HERMAN,  Eastern  district  manager 
for  Universal,  is  visiting  the  company  exchanges 
in    Boston   anl    New   Haven. 

ZOLTAN  KORDA,  MRS.  KORDA,  and  SABU. 
entrain   for  the   Coast   today. 

OSCAR  NEU,  president  of  Neumade  Products, 
left  yesterday  for  a  nation-wide  trip  which 
will  take  him  to  the  Coast.  He  returns  here 
around  April   6. 

E.  S.  GREGG,  foreign  manager  of  Erpi,  leaves 
for  Mexico  City  today  on  an  inspection  tour 
that  will  take  him  to  13  Latin-American  coun- 
tries,  returning  to   New  York  about   May  I. 

JOHN  GARFIELD  leaves  Hollywood  next  Sat- 
urday by   plane  for  New  York. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  sales  manager  of  Film 
Alliance,  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks'  stay 
on    the    Coast. 


2,500  Girls  Will  Collect 

for  Finnish  Relief  Fund 


More  than  2,500  girls  will  be  used 
in  the  lobbies  of  film  theaters  in 
Greater  New  York  on  Feb.  17-18 
to  take  the  collections  for  the  Fin- 
nish Relief  Fund.  These  girls  are 
now  being  selected  by  Mrs.  B.  W. 
Huebsch,  well  known  Finnish  wel- 
fare worker,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Na- 
than Ottinger,  the  wife  of  former 
Supreme  Court  Justice. 

Major  L.  E.  Thompson,  Chairman 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Division  of 
the  Finnish  Relief  Fund,  announced 
yesterday  that  the  independent  the- 
ater owners  of  New  York  City  had 
voted  to  co-operate  with  the  drive, 
and  submitted  their  entire  list  of 
theaters. 

Major  Thompson  also  disclosed 
that  the  Bijou  Theater  Co.  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  has  already  forwarded 
31  checks  to  National  Headquarters, 
representing  a  contribution  from 
their  31  theaters. 


I  am  ready  to  accept  a 
secretarial  position  with  a 
reliable  company  located  in 
New  York  where  personality, 
appearance,  experience  and 
ability  counts. 

Excellent  references  upon 
request. 

Box    1504 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501   Broadway  New  York  City 
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$2,000,000  WEEKLY 
GWTW  "TAKE"  SEEN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cated  on  the  further  assumption  that 
during  those  weeks  the  picture  will 
be  (^3>wing  simultaneously  in  about 
150   theaters. 

Materialization  of  the  unprece- 
dented $2,000,000  would  require  fur- 
ther revision  of  the  anticipated  ag- 
gregate gross,  already  tilted  to  the 
astronomical  figure  of  $25,000,000 
by  observers. 

As  of  yesterday,  GWTW  has 
played  a  total  of  235  weeks  through- 
out the  country,  including  move- 
overs  in  six  cities — Montgomery, 
Chattanooga,  Miami,  Albany,  Santa 
Barbara  and  Miami  Beach.  In  the 
latter  city,  the  pix  is  playing  its 
third  house. 

Closings  to  date  number  three — 
Harrisburg  and  Reading  and  in  one 
Boston  house.  At  the  latter,  GWTW 
stayed  five  weeks,  two  days. 

Metro  yesterday  announced  27  ad- 
ditional dates,  bringing  the  total 
bookings  thus  far  scheduled  to  327 
in  306  cities.  Eighteen  of  the  new 
situations  call  for  showings  twice 
daily  on  a  reserved  seat  basis.  In 
the  others,  pix  will  be  shown  three 
times  daily  with  only  the  evening 
show  reserved,  and  twice  daily  on 
Sunday  with  seats  reserved  at  both 
performances. 


Hear  FCC  Ready  to  Act 

to  Halt  Radio  Giveaway 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  the  program,  held  detrimental  to 
the  nation's  box  offices,  has  been  Co- 
operative Theaters  of  Michigan, 
which  filed  a  formal  protest  with  the 
FCC  and  followed  it  up  via  Congres- 
sional pressure. 

Michigan  Co-op  contends  the  Pot 
o'  Gold  offer  is  a  lottery,  and  hence 
must  be  banned  from  the  air. 

Tom  McGuire,  representing  Co-op 
of  Michigan,  was  here  for  several 
days  to  press  the  fight. 
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Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  8 

King    Vidor 

Samuel   J.    Briskin 

Howard  Jackson 

Louis    Morrison 

Hallam   Cooley 

Billy    Dooley 

Charles    A.    Logue 

Walter  Klinger 

William    M.    Pizor 

Roger  Williams 


ALCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      A    little    child    did    lead    them 3,500    strong    into    the 

Center  Theater  last  night — a  child  brought  to  lite  from  puppetdom 

through  the  good  offices   of  the   Blue  Fairy ......  and   the   genius 

of  Walt  Disney the   child   being   Pinocchio 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE   brilliant  audience whose   ranks   comprised 

the  Who's  Who  and  the  Social  Register packed  every  nook 

and  cornet  of  the  vast  theater which  is  the  little  brother,  or 

sister,  if  you  prefer of  the  gigantic  Radio  City  Music  Hall 

Although  the  world  premiere  of  "Pinocchio" was  slated 

for  8:45  p.m. a  good  half  hour  before  the  prescribed  time 

saw  swanky  limousines  discharging  their  cargoes  of  "greats" 

at  the  door eager  to  be  in  proper  time  for  the  main  title 

flash  of  what  is  easily  the  high  point  in  Disney's  already  spec- 
tacular career for  in  this  department's  opinion,  "Pinocchio" 

is    Walt's   piece    de    resistance in   French    or    in    any    other 

language 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      SHORTLY  after  nine  o'clock the  Disney-hungry  throng 

was   licking   its    esthetic    chops but   to    make    sure    that    all   hands 

would  be  on  hand  for  the  full  presentation  of  the  picture the  solons 

of  RKO  Radio  presented  as   an  hors   d'oeuvre a  newsreel   which 

was  followed  by  the  latest  issue  of  "Information  Please" probably 

to  make  sure  that  the  Rockefellers  had  finished  their  dinner 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     FINALLY    "Pinocchio"    started and    it    was    not 

long  before  the  captivating  cleverness  of  Disney  made  deep  in- 
roads  in  the  emotional  make-up  of  the  onlookers There 

was  the   early  metamorphosis   of  Pinocchio  from   lifelessness   to 

life the    coy    Cleo,    the    goldfish Figaro    the    cat 

Gepetto,  the  wood-carver Jiminy  Cricket,  Pinocchio' s  "con- 
science"  to  carry  the  action  along Then  there  appeared 

Stromboli,  J.  Worthington  Foulfellow    (a  glorious  force  of  evil) 

and    his    side-kick,    Gideon Lampwich    and    the    Coachman 

to  provide  the  sinister  influences  and  the  excitement 

But  what  most  thrilled  the  sophisticated  gatYtering  was  Monstro, 

the  whale which  symbolized  the  colossal  production  which 

"Pinocchio"  really  is 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      LOOKING  over   the   sea  of  evening   dress which  per- 
vaded  the   main   floor,   mezzanines,    and   balconies one   could    not 

help  but  think  of  the  famous  line  penned  by  the  poet  Wordsworth 

to  the  effect  that  "the  child  is  father  of  the  man" Everyone  last 

night  in  the  Center  Theater  was  a  child  at  heart watching  with 

undisguised  rapture  this  Disney  fantasy Mister  Exhibitor  in  every 

section  of  the  land  should  have  been  present 'cause  the  ovations 

accorded  to  the  film  at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  premiere 

were  eloquent  testimony  of  the   vast  gold which  lurks  for  him   in 

this   Disney  masterpiece packed   with   gorgeous   touches   of   humor 

and  divine  human  appeal 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THIS  department  stood  by  the  lobby  doors which 

were  bathed  in  the   beams  of  sunlight  arcs  atop  the  trucks   of 

Charles  Ross to  witness  the  in-pouring  of  one  of  the  greatest 

collections  of  celebrities ever  to  attend  the  opening  of  a  film 

in  New  York's  dynamic  history Be  it  said  that  they  came 

not  in  vain for  "Pinocchio"  marks  a  new  high  in  rapturous 

entertainment which  will  ever  remain  a  milestone  in  motion 

picture  production 

▼  ▼  ▼ 


N.  Y.  ANTI-ASCAP  BILL 

IS  BEING  DRAFTED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vides  for  licensing  of  persons  col- 
lecting royalties  from  any  copy- 
righted musical  composition,  music 
books,  recorded  music  for  mechan- 
ical reproduction,  or  for  radio  pro- 
grams, in  connection  with  the  sale, 
singing,  playing  or  other  use  there- 
of. 

License  fee  would  be  $1,000  an- 
nually with  application  made  to  the 
State  Dept.  of  Taxation  and  Finance. 
Bill  would  appropriate  $10,000  to 
the  Taxation  and  Finance  Dept.  to 
provide  maintenance  and  operation 
provisions. 


Equity  Trial  Date  Order 

Signed;  Sets  May  1  Start 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  trial.  The  order  also  provided 
that  trial  start  on  May  1. 

Government  officials  stated  that 
this  order  definitely  fixed  the  date 
of  trial  upon  the  Court  calendar. 
Judge  Knox,  after  the  Government 
application  for  a  preference  last 
fall,  had  stated  that  he  would  with- 
hold his  decision  until  preliminary 
questions  on  interrogatories  and 
bills  of  particulars  were  settled. 
The  order  is  his  final  decision  on 
that  application. 

It  was  learned  yesterday  that  Wil- 
liam A.  Scully,  Universal  sales  man- 
ager, will  appear  for  Government 
examination  on  Feb.  14.  Other  Uni- 
versal officials  will  not  testify  until 
a  later  date. 


Farrar  and  Turner  Acquire 
Two  Chester,  III.,  Houses 

Chester,  111.— Walter  Light's  Gem 
and  Joy  theaters  here  have  been  ac- 
quired by  Steve  Farrar  and  Oscar  L. 
Turner  of  Harrisburg  as  the  19th 
and  20th  houses  of  their  Southern 
Illinois  circuit. 

Farrar  and  Turner  will  erect  a 
new  1,200-seater  in  Harrisburg. 


Interboro  to  Build  House 
on  Site  Held  for  15  Years 


Interboro  Circuit  will  erect  a 
1,200-seat  stadium  type  house  on  a 
site  acquired  15  years  ago  by  Prexy 
Samuel  Strausberg  on  Myrtle  Ave., 
Brooklyn.  Site  is  one  block  east  of 
the  new  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  Dis- 
trict housing  development. 


STORKS! 


Kansas  City,  Mo. — Paul  Reinke, 
manager  of  the  Madrid  Theater,  is 
the  father  of  a  new  baby  daughter, 
named  Mary. 
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ASKMANDATORYARBIT. 

IN  NEELY  AMENDMENT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

suffering  a  fractured  arm  and  other 
injuries. 

Co-operative  Theaters,  which  re- 
cently assailed  the  Neely  bill  as  a 
four-fold  menace  and  proposed  a 
Federal  statute  making  local  arbi- 
tration mandatory,  will  rely  upon 
amendments  to  the  Neely  measure 
rather  than  new  legislation,  Mc- 
Guire  stated.  The  indie  group  feels 
that  the  latter  would  have  no  chance 
of  passage  at  this  session. 

At  Washington,  McGuire  pre- 
sented two  suggestions  to  the  Con- 
gressional committee  along  the  fol- 
lowing lines: 

"Section  three:  Mandatory 
provision  that  all  disputes  on 
contract  over-buying,  clearance, 
etc.,  be  submitted  to  a  fair  ar- 
bitration board  to  be  set  up 
locally.  This  board  to  be  com- 
prised as  set  forth  in  the  final 
draft  of  the  code  or  as  Al- 
lied suggested  recently,  but  in 
any  event,  equitable  to  all  con- 
cerned, with  deciding  vote  al- 
ways in  hand  of  an  outside  party 
or  neutral.  This  would  still  al- 
low the  right  granted  under  the 
constitution  of  appeal  to  Fed- 
eral  District  Court. 

"Section  four:  First,  manda- 
tory 20  to  25  per  cent  elimina- 
tion or  cancellation  clause  in 
all  block-booking  contracts. 

"Second,  prohibition  of  forcing 
of  shorts,  newsreels,  trailers, 
and    reissues. 

"Third,  prohibition  against 
forced  collective  playing  time 
on  percentage  pictures. 

"Fourth,  prohibition  against 
distributors  charging  score 
charges. 

"Fifth,  provision  providing 
identification  of  pictures  con- 
tracted for,  to  eliminate,  reas- 
onably   blind-buying. 

"Sixth,  provide  for  cancella- 
tion by  producers  of  part  of 
block  not  to  affect  exhibitors' 
cancellation  percentage  arrived 
at  numerically  originally." 


"Geronimo"  and  Orks  Draw 

A  glass  panel  of  a  box  office  was 
broken  and  a  doorman  suffered  chest 
injuries  at  the  Paramount  Theater 
yesterday  morning  when  crowds 
greeted  the  opening  of  "Geronimo" 
with  near-riot  enthusiasm.  Extra 
police  were  called  to  handle  the 
crowds.  Matinee  admission  figures 
were  above  the  11,000  mark,  accord- 
ing to  Manager  Bob  Weitman.  Stage 
show  included  two  bands,  Matty 
Malneck's  and  Van  Alexander's. 


Shea   Books  Alliance  Film 

Pamo-0  Film  Exchange,  the  Al- 
liance Films  franchise  holder  in 
Buffalo,  has  closed  a  deal  with  the 
Shea  Theaters  for  Alliances'  "North 
Sea  Patrol." 


LaGttardia's  Eastern  Production  Plans 

to  Materialize  Within  3  Mos.,  Says  Aide 

While  declining  to  give  facts  and  figures,  Clendenin  Ryan,  who  heads  Mayor  La- 
Cuardia's  Eastern  production  campaign,  said  yesterday  that  definite  plans  would 
materialize   within   the  next   two  or  three   months. 

Ryan  told  THE  FILM  DAILY  that  the  optimism  over  the  success  of  the  venture 
may  have  been  artificial  a  few  months  ago,  but  that  recent  developments  had  caused 
the  enthusiasm   to   be  genuine. 


Mich.  Allied  Sidesteps 

'40  National  Convention 


(Continued  from  Page  \) 

session  of  Allied's  board  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Meeting  here  yesterday,  Michigan 
Allied's  board,  in  a  surprise  move, 
failed  to  set  the  dates  for  the  na- 
tional parley. 

Following  the  meeting,  Edgar  E. 
Kirchner,  Allied  secretary-treasurer, 
said,  "The  Michigan  Board  doesn't 
think  that  the  local  unit  can  afford 
to  swing  the  convention,  in  view  of 
the  expenses  involved." 

As  a  result,  it  is  expected  Allied 
will  name  Chicago,  which  sought  the 
honor  but  withdrew  in  favor  of  De- 
troit. 

The  Neely  bill  was  discussed  at 
yesterday's  meeting,  but  no  new  ac- 
tion was  taken,  the  board  standing 
by  its  previous  endorsement. 


RKO  Shifts  Cincy  Managers 

Cincinnati — RKO  theater  changes 
this  week  included  Gene  Works,  for- 
mer manager  of  RKO  Family,  moved 
to  managership  of  Gifts.  Arthur 
ficcola,  former  assistant  manager 
at  Palace,  moved  to  Family  as  man- 
ager. James  Geers,  assistant  man- 
ager of  Orpheum,  moved  to  Palace 
as  assistant  manager.  Joseph  Hens- 
berry,  former  assistant  at  Lyric, 
goes  to  the  Orpheum  as  assistant. 
Harold  Waugh,  chief  of  Service  at 
downtown  RKO  Palace,  is  made 
Lyric  assistant   manager. 


RKO  Books  Fight  Films 

RKO  has  booked  the  official  pic- 
tures of  the  Joe  Louis-Arturo  Godoy 
championship  battle  which  takes 
place  in  Madison  Square  Garden  to- 
morrow night.  Saturday,  the  film 
will  be  shown  on  the  screens  of  the 
Palace,  the  Albee  and  other  RKO 
Theaters  throughout  the  Metropoli- 
tan area  as   an  added  attraction. 


32  Dates  for  "Grapes" 

Announcement  was  made  yester- 
day by  20th-Fox  that  32  pre-release 
engagements  for  "The  Grapes  Of 
Wrath"  have  been  set,  starting  Feb. 
29.  Meanwhile,  "Little  Old  New 
York"  is  being  held  over  at  the 
Roxy. 


Dealy  as  Receiver's  Counsel 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  has 
appointed  James  F.  Dealy  as 
attorney  for  James  A.  Davidson,  re- 
ceiver of  Educational  Pictures. 
Dealy  will  represent  Davidson  at 
hearings  to  be  held  in  the  near  fu- 
ture before  referee  John  E.  Joyce. 


Cinema  Lodge  Ceremonial 
Expected  to  Attract  400 

More  than  400  members  and 
friends  will  attend  Cinema  Lodge  of 
the  B'nai  B'rith's  ceremonies  to- 
night at  8:30  o'clock  in  the  Hotel 
Edison  to  induct  Dr.  David  de  Sola 
Pool,  who  for  the  past  32  years  has 
been  associated  with  the  Spanish 
Portuguese   Synagogue. 

Guest  speakers  will  be  Dr.  Charles 
N.  Johnson,  Past  Grand  Master,  F. 
&  A.  Masons,  State  of  New  York, 
and  Louis  Nizer,  prominent  film  at- 
torney. Rabbi  Ahron  Opher  of  the 
Hebrew  Tabernacle  will  deliver  the 
invocation,  and  the  benediction  will 
be  given  by  Rabbi  Saul  Applebaum 
of  Central  Synagogue,  New  York. 
A  musical  program  has  been  ar- 
ranged, under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Leo  Braun,  by  Harold  Rodner,  chair- 
man of  Cinema  Lodge's  program 
committee.  A.  W.  Schwalberg  will 
preside. 

A.  Ralph  Steinberg,  chairman  of 
the  Century  Membership  Campaign 
Committee,  and  Harry  B.  Epstein, 
president  of  District  Grand  Lodge 
No.  1,  B'nai  B'rith,  will  also  be 
present. 


Butterfield  Will  Build 

Traverse  City  House 

Detroit — Edward  C.  Beatty,  presi- 
dent of  Butterfield,  was  tendered  a 
community  dinner  by  civic  leaders  of 
Traverse  City.  Occasion  was  an- 
nouncement of  plans  for  a  new  But- 
terfield Theater,  the  third  to  be 
erected  in  the  town.  Construction 
is  to  start  in  March,  with  a  late 
Summer   opening. 


May  Reopen  Minn.  Theater 

Minneapolis — It  is  likely  that  the 
Minnesota  Theater  will  reopen  it 
was  stated  following  a  meet- 
ing of  the  bondholders.  A  60- 
day  option  was  granted  to  George 
Benz  &  Son  of  St.  Paul,  according 
to  Benz.  "We  have  no  definite  plan 
regarding  the  reopening,"  Benz  said. 
"Any  plans  will  have  to  hinge  on 
legal  technicalities  determining 
whether  or  not  we  can  obtain  pic- 
tures." 


Elmer  Rice  as  Arbitrator 

Elmer  Rice  has  been  named  to  the 
national  panel  of  arbitrators  of  the 
American  Arbitration  Association. 
He  will  serve  in  theatrical  disputes. 

Max  Roszkoski  Dead 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. — Max  Rosz- 
koski, 73,  operator  of  the  Fulton 
Theater  here  for  16  years,  is  dead. 


THOMSON  NOT  COMING 
EAST  ON  AGVA  DUTY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  new  head  for  AGVA  will  be  chosen 
soon.  K 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the.  (litest 
Coast  problem  facing  AGVA  win  in- 
crease in  importance  with  the  re- 
opening of  the  San  Francisco  Fair 
in  May  and  that  Thomson  will  make 
his  advice  available  to  AGVA  in  the 
West  in  addition  to  his  SAG  duties. 
Representatives  will  be  received  from 
performers'  branches  in  New  York 
and  Los  Angeles. 

Agreement  was  reached  on  future 
policy  of  4A's  plan  for  "one  big 
union"  and  co-operation  on  complet- 
ing the  organization  of  AGVA.  Rep- 
resentatives are  to  submit  their  re- 
port to  the  Guild's  board  of  directors. 


UFA  No  Longer  Requires 
Foreign  Markets,  is  Claim 

Berlin  (By  Cable)— The  Ufa  Film 
Company  is  no  longer  dependent  on 
foreign  markets,  its  General  Direc- 
tor Klitzsch  points  out  in  the  annual 
report.  Formerly,  40  per  cent  of  the 
production  costs  were  absorbed  by 
purchasers  in  other  countries.  At- 
tendance at  UFA-controlled  theaters 
has  increased  to  47  million  during 
the  past  year,  as  against  27  million 
in  1933  and  40  million  in  1938.  UFA 
production  in  1939  included  36  fea- 
tures, among  them  six  foreign  lang- 
uage films,  also  15  sound  shorts,  28 
German  and  32  foreign  language 
educational  films,  156  weekly  reviews 
and  125  industrial  pictures. 

Para.  Cameramen  Rescued 

Three  members  of  a  Paramount 
camera  crew  were  rescued  by  a  Cu- 
ban destroyer  recently  when  the  mo- 
tor of  their  launch  failed  and  they 
drifted  into  rough  open  water,  it 
was  learned  yesterday  from  a  cable 
received  at  the  Para,  home  office. 
Members  of  the  camera  crew,  Dewey 
Wrigley,  William  Heckler  and  Andy 
Durkus  were  scouting  locations  for 
a  forthcoming  Paramount  picture. 


Madill  Again  a  Regent 

Albany — Grant  Madill  of  Ogdens- 
burg  has  been  reelected  by  the 
legislature  for  a  12-year  term  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 
The  Regents  now  constitute  the  ap- 
peals source  when  exhibition  license 
applications  are  rejected  by  the  cen- 
sor. 


Scenic  Artists'  Title 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Correct  title  of  scenic 
artists  is  Sign,  Scenic  and  Painters 
Union,  Local  831.  It  is  not  at  pres- 
ent affiliated  with  the  A  F  of  L  but 
is  joining  it. 


To  Get  New  Marquees 

New  Haven — Loew's  Palace,  Meri- 
den,  Palace,  Hartford  and  Elm 
Street,  Worcester,  will  have  new 
marquees. 


I 


ALL  ABOARD! 


THE  FAMOUS  TRAIN  ON  WHICH  THOMAS  A.  EDISON  AS  A 
BOY  WORKED  AS  A  "TRAIN  BUTCHER"  FOR  THE  GRAND 
TRUNK  WESTERN  RAILROAD  .  .  .  Including  a  restoration  of  the 
baggage  car  young  Edison  nearly  burned  down  as  a  result  of  one  of  his 
youthful  experiments,  the  train  once  again  will  traverse  the  route  between 
Detroit  and  Port  Huron  on  Saturday,  February  10,  when  "Young  Tom 
Edison,"  first  of  two  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  pictures  dramatizing  the  life 
of  the  celebrated  inventor,  will  have  its  preview  in  Port  Huron,  where 
Edison  passed  his  childhood.  The  train  is  now  owned  by  Henry  Ford. 

Mickey  Rooney,  who  portrays  Edison  as  a  boy  in  "Young  Tom  Edison," 
will  make  the  trip  in  his  film  character  and  will  act  as  "train  butcher" 
for  Edsel  Ford,  Governor  Luren  D.  Dickinson  of  Michigan  and  many 
other  dignitaries  of  the  political  and  business  world  who  will  also  be 
aboard  the  train.  On  their  arrival  in  Port  Huron,  they  will  participate 
in  a  mammoth  Edison  Day  celebration.  Men  and  women  of  the  city 
will  wear  costumes  of  the  1850  period  as  part  of  the  celebration.  Con- 
tinuing the  story  of  the  great  inventor,  Spencer  Tracy  will  be  seen  as 
"Edison  the  Man"  in  the  M-G-M  picture  of  that  title  now  in  produc- 
tion at  the  Culver  City  studios. 


i  i 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER  is  engaged  in  filming  the  life  of 
Thomas  A.  Edison.  The  project  has  fallen  naturally  into  two 
divisions  and  accordingly  two  important  productions  are  on  their  way. 
The  first  dealing  with  the  youth  of  the  great  inventor,  entitled  "YOUNG 
TOM  EDISON",  a  complete  narrative  in  itself  which  shows  episodes  in 
the  life  of  a  boy  which  led  directly  to  the  final  flourishing  powers  of 
"EDISON  THE  MAN",  which  is  the  title  of  the  second  film. 

"YOUNG  TOM  EDISON"  is  portrayed  by  Mickey  Rooney.  He  gives  a 
serious  and  careful  characterization  of  the  struggles  of  a  great  American 
during  his  early  days  in  Port  Huron.  Directed  by  Norman  Taurog, 
"YOUNG  TOM  EDISON"  is  an  exciting  and  authentic  story  of  a  great 
mind  in  its  formative  stages  groping  in  the  dark  before  the  dawn  of 
modern  progress. 

It  is  a  story  typical  of  American  opportunity,  perhaps  not  con- 
cerned with  widening  the  territorial  frontiers  of  the  Continent,  but 
definitely  indicative  of  steps  that  have  been  made  in  broadening  the 
horizon  of  our  daily  life.  There  is  something  of  Horatio  Alger  in  it; 
something  of  Mark  Twain,  something  of  Tarkington,  and  above  all, 
something  essentially  American. 

We  see  a  family  as  it  lived  its  life  during  the  time  when  the  Union 
itself  was  a  question  mark  and  when  the  era  of  witchcraft  and  super- 
stition had  not  yet  been  completely  discredited.  "YOUNG  TOM  EDISON" 
is  simply  a  great  story  and  it  is  a  great  story  simply  told.  We  suggest 
that  you  see  "YOUNG  TOM  EDISON",  as  portrayed  by  Mickey  Rooney 
and  later  on  we  urge  you  to  watch  for  "EDISON  THE  MAN"  as  carried 
forward  by  that  unquestionable  artist,  Spencer  Tracy,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Clarence  Brown. 


The  first  (scheduled  for  March  release)! 
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"Village  Bam  Dance" 

with  Richard  Cromwell,  Doris  Day, 

George   Barbier 

Republic  74  Mins. 

f^Y    ROMANTIC-COMEDY-MUSICAL 

WELL  SUITED  TO  FAMILY  TRADE  AND 

YOUTHFUL   FANS. 

Pitched  in  the  modern  key  and  tempo, 
via  a  bevy  of  popular  radio  entertainers  aug- 
menting the  main  body  of  pix  personalities, 
this  newest  Republic  opus  carries  its  appeal 
to  family  audiences,  particularly  the  younger 
generation  which  appears  ever  more  inter- 
ested in  pep  than  in  plot.  Richard  Crom- 
well essays  the  leading  male  role  of  ro- 
mance, while  wholesomely  alluring  Doris  Day 
handles  the  top  femme  assignment.  The 
former,  armed  with  personableness  and  per- 
sonality, bobs  into  a  small  town  in  an  effort 
to  make  his  recently  acquired  college  de- 
gree pay  his  way  in  the  world.  His  voca- 
tion is  that  of  an  electrical  engineer,  and 
so,  befriended  by  George  Barbier,  who  is 
"some  pumpkins"  in  the  town,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  community  is  ruled  in  almost 
dictatorial  fashion  by  Esther  Dale  (who  is 
disclosed  at  the  finale  to  be  Barbier's  story- 
wife),  the  youth  lands  a  job  in  the  local 
radio  station.  Of  course  young  Mr.  Crom- 
well and  young  Miss  Day  fall  in  love,  un- 
aware that  their  affection  is  jeopardizing 
the  chances  of  the  town  getting  a  new 
power  plant,  and  new  industries  in  its 
wake.  It's  a  delicate  situation  'cause  Crom- 
well's rival  has  the  say-so  as  to  whether 
his  dad's  big  milk  enterprise  will  locate  in 
the  town,  and  if  it  doesn't  the  merchants 
who  have  mortgaged  their  all  will  be  ruined. 
But  everything  turns  out  for  the  best  and 
love  triumphs.  There's  a  lot  of  action 
and  good  melody  throughout.  The  principals 
are  efficient,  as  are  the  radio-ites,  Lulubelle 
and  Scotty,  Barbara  Jo  Allen  (Vera  Vague), 
Don  Wilson,  The  Kidoodlers,  Helen  Troy, 
Frank  Cook,  and  the  Texas  Wanderers. 
Frank  McDonald's  direction  is  good,  as  is 
Ernest   Miller's   photography. 

CAST:  Richard  Cromwell,  Doris  Day, 
George  Barbier,  Esther  Dale,  Robert  Bald- 
win, Andrew  Tombes,  plus  the  radio  enter- 
tainers listed  above. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Armand 
Schaefer;  Director,  Frank  McDonald;  Or- 
iginal Screenplay,  Dorrell  and  Stuart  Mc- 
Gowan;  Production  Manager,  Al  Wilson; 
Cameraman,  Ernest  Miller;  Supervising  Edi- 
tor, Murray  Seldeen;  Film  Editor,  Edward 
Mann;  Art  Director,  John  Victor  Mackay; 
Musical  Director,  Cy  Feuer;  Wardrobe, 
Adele    Palmer. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Teddy,  The  Rough  Rider" 

Warners  19  mins. 

Splendid  Historical  Short 

Here's  a  worthy  addition  to  the 
historical  series  of  featurets.  Every 
audience  will  be  thrilled  by  it,  as  it 
is  historically  accurate  and  paints 
one  of  the  greatest  eras  in  U.  S. 
history.  The  characterization  of 
TheodoVe  Roosevelt  by  Sidney  Black- 
mer  is  artistic  acting  on  a  high 
plane,  with  Roosevelt  seemingly  alive 
on  the  screen  with  all  his  vitality 
and  fierce  crusading  spirit.  Film 
opens  in  1895  when  he  took  over 
the  post  of  New  York  police  com- 
missioner. From  there  on  it  traces 
his  history  as  assistant  secretary 
of  the  Navy,  leader  of  the  Rough 
Riders  in  the  Spanish  war,  gover- 
nor of  New  York,  vice-president, 
and  then  president  when  McKinley 
was  assassinated.  His  accomplish- 
ments as  president  are  depicted  and 
in  the  closing  sequence  of  the  film, 
following  his  retirement  from  pub- 
lic life,  he  makes  an  impassioned 
plea  for  Americanism  and  Democ- 
racy that  could  well  be  used  as  the 
watchword  of  this  nation  today.  Di- 
rector Ray  Enright;  Charles  L.  Ted- 
ford,  author  of  the  original  screen- 
play; and  the  Warner  Brothers,  de- 
serve praise  for  this  outstanding 
contribution  in  the  shorts  field,  not 
only  as  a  picture,  but  as  a  part  of 
our  Americana  that  makes  us  Amer- 
icans in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 


Edgar  breaks  loose  and  makes  a  bee- 
line  for  the  track.  He  wins  the 
race  and  the  junkman  and  Edgar 
invest  their  winnings  very  satisfac- 
torily. Short  is  a  Paul  Terry  pro- 
duction. 


Pix  Title  for  Book 

Pocket  Books,  Inc.,  in  arrange- 
ment with  Warners,  will  publish  a 
special  edition  of  Paul  DeKruif's 
"Microbe  Hunters"  under  the  title 
i  of  "Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet," 
title  of  the  forthcoming  WB  pro- 
duction, starring  Edward  G.  Robin- 
son. 


"Mighty  Hunters" 

Warners  7  mins. 

Fine  Cartoon 

First  cartoon  in  a  series  based  on 
the  James  Swinnerton  characters, 
Canyon  Kiddies,  this  reel  should  get 
a  favorable  reception,  especially 
from  kids.  Another  unusual  feature 
is  the  use  of  oils  to  paint  the  back- 
grounds, giving  a  sense  of  depth  and 
natural  color  that  is  very  effective. 
Reel  shows  the  kiddies  starting  on  a 
hunting  trip.  They  have  a  number 
of  adventures  before  they  return 
empty  handed,  but  safely,  to  their 
beds  in  the  peaceful  Indian  village. 
Leon  Sehlesinger  was  the  producer. 


French  Pix  to  RKO 

RKO  has  acquired  six  French  pic- 
tures from  Nat  Wachsberger  for 
distribution    in    South    America. 


"Edgar  Runs  Again" 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

Edgar,  a  broken  down  race  horse, 
is  the  hero  of  this  cartoon.  Edgar 
is  ousted  from  his  park  bench  and 
chased  by  the  cops  when  he  becomes 
a  fugitive  from  a  glue  factory.  How- 
ever, his  luck  turns  when  he  upsets 
a  peddlar's  cart  and  the  man  be- 
friends him.  He  pulls  the  cart,  but 
his  zeal  to  help  his  new  master  gets 
them  both  in  trouble  with  the  police. 
It  looks  bad  for  them  when  the  po- 
lice   radio    is    tuned   in    on    a    race. 


"Top-Notch  Tennis" 

20th-Fox  10  mins. 

Interesting  Sport  Reel 

Tennis,  as  it  is  demonstrated  by 
the  top  ranking  stars  in  this  reel,  is 
something  to  watch.  Anybody  who 
plays  the  game  will  be  particularly 
interested,  the  reel  proving  highly 
instructive.  World's  singles  cham- 
pion Bobby  Riggs  is  seen  doing  his 
stuff.  The  attractive  English  top- 
notch  player  in  the  female  tennis 
world,  Miss  Kay  Stammers,  and  Dor- 
othy Bundy,  daughter  of  a  former 
lady  champion,  are  seen.  Welby 
Van  Horn,  sensational  young  Cali- 
fornia player,  and  the  great  Aus- 
tralian players,  now  doubles  cham- 
pions of  the  world,  Adrian  Quist 
and  Jack  Bromwich,  are  also  seen 
in  action.  A  variety  of  shots  are 
demonstrated  by  the  players  and 
some  fast  tennis  in  actual  compe- 
tition is  shown.  Ed.  Thorgersen 
gives  the  commentary  in  interest- 
ing fashion. 


*    FOREIGn   * 


"Following  the  Hounds" 

20th-Fox  10  mins. 

Superb  Sport  Reel 

Using  the  magnificent  Westches- 
ter hunting  country  as  a  background, 
and  photographed  in  breathtakingly 
beautiful  Technicolor,  this  short  is 
outstanding.  It  combines  dramatic 
action  and  beauty  perfectly  to  hold 
the  attention  of  an  audience  from 
start  to  finish.  Cameraman  Jack 
Painter  does  a  splendid  job  of  pho- 
tography. Opening  with  a  sequence 
devoted  to  the  training  of  hunters, 
the  reel  moves  briskly  into  an  ex- 
hibition of  what  a  well  trained  hun- 
ter can  do  when  it  comes  to  taking- 
jumps.  Reel  then  shows  a  West- 
chester hunt  club  starting  out  for 
the  day's  chase.  The  scarlet  coats 
provide  a  striking  contrast  against 
the  hues  of  the  autumnal  country- 
side. The  chase  is  thrilling  and 
finally  the  fox  is  run  into  his  den. 


"II  Paraninfo" 

(Italian  dialogue,  no  English  titles) 
A.  Marozzo  83  Mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Musco  comedy  pro- 
vides a  lot  of  fun. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Musco' s 
merry  personality  amuses  patrons  of 
New  York  Italian  cinemas. 

CREDITS:  Ventura  Film  Production;  Di- 
rector, Amleto  Palermi.  PLAYERS:  Angelo 
Musco,    Rosina    Anselmi,    Mariu    Glick. 


"Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  3" 

Warners  10  mins. 

Very    Interesting 

Reel  rates  as  one  of  the  best  in 
this  series.  First  sequence  deals 
with  a  new  chemical  substance  re- 
sembling silk  which  can  be  manu- 
factured to  take  the  place  of  silk 
in  wearing  apparel.  Second  sequence 
deals  with  cold  light.  Another  se- 
quence deals  with  election  signs  and 
reel  concludes  with  a  sequence  de- 
voted to  the  salmon  fishing  indus- 
try in  Alaska.  Color  helps  bring 
out  the  beauty  of  the  Alaskan  back- 
ground and  also  highlights  the  other 
subject  matter.  Short  was  written 
and  directed  by  Ira  Genet.  John 
Deering  does  the  narration. 


"Fashion  Forecast" 

20th-Fox  10  mins. 

Beautiful    Style    Show 

Beautiful  clothes  and  beautiful 
girls  delight  the  eye  in  this  new 
release  of  the  Vyvyan  Donner  "Fash- 
ion Forecast"  series  20th-Fox  Mo- 
vietone News  is  producing.  Style 
show  features  play  clothes  for  in- 
doors and  out  of  doors  for  the 
north  and  south  in  winter.  Women 
should  be  particularly  intrigued 
with  the  reel.  Commentary  by  Ilka 
Chase  is  witty  and  the  Technicolor 
photography  by  Jack  Painter  is  fine. 
Reel  uses  several  sets  depicting  a 
cabana  colony,  a  beach  eating  place 
on  the  swanky  side  and  a  night 
dancing  set.  The  male  members  of 
audiences  will  also  see  what  they 
should  wear  while  at  the  beach  or 
dancing  under  a  tropical  moon  at 
night. 


"Aqua  poise" 

RKO  Pathe  News  9  mins. 

Fair  Sport  Reel 

Beginners  in  the  art  of  aquaplan- 
ing are  shown  how  to  become  ex- 
perts in  this  reel.  Their  instruction 
starts  on  dry  land  for  balancing 
lessons.  Then,  taking  to  the  water 
they  are  towed  behind  speedboats 
with  instructors  riding  near  them  to 
tell  them  when  they  make  a  mistake 
and  how  to  correct  it.  Short  is  set 
against  a  Florida  background,  but 
the  stunts  done  by  the  experts  have 
been  done  before,  and  there  is 
nothing  that  is  really  new  or  novel 
in  the  reel.  Frederic  Ullman,  Jr., 
produced,  and  Frank  Donovan  super- 
vised. 

"Dog  In  a  Mansion" 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Fair   Cartoon 

This  cartoon  will  probably  amuse 
kids.  It  depicts  the  life  of  a  pam- 
pered dog.  The  poor  animal  gets 
egg  shampoos  and  all  sorts  of  other 
annoying  indignities  heaped  upon  its 
shoulders  when  it  would  rather  be 
out  digging  in  the  dirt.  Comes  a 
day  when  Fido  gets  loose  and  invites 
all  the  gutter  dogs  in  and  a  merry 
time  is  had  by  all.  Reel  is  a  Paul 
Terry  production. 
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Cincinnati — Ed  Hall,  Indianapolis, 
has  opened  The  Fine  Arts  Producing 
and  Distributing  Co.,  at  Film  Row. 

Cincinnati — Ethel  Jean  Liebel  has 
been  added  to  M-G-M's  booking  staff, 
replacing  Dorothy  Hamersmith,  re- 
signed. 

Elizabeth,  N.  J.  —  The  Gaiety,  a 
landmark  in  the  Elizabethport  sec- 
tion more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, is  one  of  the  buildings  to  be 
razed  this  month  to  make  way  for 
a  $2,000,000  low-cost  housing  proj- 
ect. 


Atmore,  Ala.  —  Manager  Howard 
Schad  of  the  Strand  Theater  means 
for  his  patrons  to  be  warm,  what- 
ever the  weather.  He  has  installed 
a  larger  heating  plant  and  replaced 
a  curtain  entrance  with  panel  doors 
as  a  result  of  the  unusual  weather. 


Indianapolis  —  Frank  Holland,  a 
former  Ohio  exhibitor  in  planning  to 
build  a  new  suburban  house  in  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind. 

Cleveland — Mrs.  Morris  Berkowitz, 
wife  of  a  local  theater  owner,  slipped 
on  the  ice  in  front  of  her  home  and 
broke  her  leg. 


Cleveland  Exhibs.  Find  Opposition  Offer 

To  Air  Giveaway  Failing  to  Boost  "Tahes" 

Cleveland — Cleveland  exhibitors  who  inaugurated  a  double  Pot  O'  Cold  on  Tuesday 
night,  report  that  it  has  not  boosted  their  Tuesday  business  appreciably.  It  has  been 
operating  three  weeks. 


Cincinnati — Al  Kolitz,  Nate  Le- 
vene  and  Irving  Sochin  are  the  din- 
ner committee  for  induction  of  offi- 
cers in  the  Cinema  Club  Feb.  23,  at 
the  Nethei'land  Plaza. 


Cincinnati  —  Mrs.  William  Bein, 
wife  of  Theater  Poster  Supply 
prexy,  is  confined  to  the  Jewish  hos- 
pital, following  a  major  operation. 

Chicago  —  Elmer  Immerman, 
brother  of  Walter  Immerman,  B  &  K 
general  manager  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  direction  of  the 
Garrick  Theater,  to  director  of  per- 
sonnel of  the  circuit.  Stuart  Tom- 
ber,  goes  into  the  Garrick  Theater 
from  the  Fargo  Theater  at  Syca- 
more, 111. 

Plymouth,  Ind.  —  The  new  Rees 
Theater  has  opened.  Stuart  B.  Rees, 
owner,  also  operates  the  Gem  The- 
ater here. 


N.  Y.,  Port  Huron  Luncheons 
Part  of  "Edison"  Ballyhoo 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  Charles 
Edison,  son  of  the  late  Thomas  A. 
Edison,  and  Gov.  A.  Harry  Moore 
of  New  Jersey  will  be  guests  of 
honor  at  the  luncheon  Saturday  at 
the  Hotel  Astor  of  the  Edison  Pio- 
neers, commemorating  the  ninety- 
third  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
the  inventor. 

Simultaneously,  a  second  luncheon 
will  be  held  in  Port  Huron,  where 
Metro's  "Young  Tom  Edison,"  is  to 
be  previewed  for  the  first  time  Sat- 
urday night.  The  speakers  at  the 
Port  Huron  gathering  will  include 
Gov.  Luren  Dickinson  of  Michigan, 
Premier  Mitchell  Hepburn  of  On- 
tario, Mrs.  Mina  M.  Edison  Hughes, 
widow  of  the  inventor,  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  and  Mickey  Rooney,  star  of 
the  pix.  Invocation  will  be  given 
by  Father  Flanagan  of  Boys'  Town. 

At  2:30  P.M.  a  message  will  be 
sent  from  the  Astor  Hotel  in  New 
York  to  the  Port  Huron  luncheon 
by  Charles  Edison,  over  the  old 
Western  Union  telegraph  appara- 
tus actually  used  by  the  sender's 
father.  At  5:30  P.M.  in  Port  Hu- 
ron, Mrs.  Mina  M.  Edison  Hughes 
will  turn  on  the  50,000  watt  beacon 
light  which  is  to  serve  as  a  perma- 
nent memorial  to  the  inventor. 

Henry  Ford  and  his  son,  Edsel, 
will  give  a  luncheon  today  at  the 
historical  old  Clinton  Inn  in  Green- 
field Village  at  which  the  guests 
will  be  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  Mickey  Rooney,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  Dietz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  Howard  Strick- 
ling,  Leslie  Peterson  and  Frank 
Orsatti. 


Hollywood  Color-Films 

to  Use  Carleton  Process 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Hollywood  Color- 
Films,  Inc.,  has  moved  to  its  new 
plant  in  Burbank  where  it  is  now 
ready  to  turn  out  35  as  well  as  16 
mm  color  work.  It  is  also  equipped 
to  turn  out  black  and  white  prints. 
The  color  process  is  that  of  the 
Carleton  Bros.,  who  have  been  ex- 
perimenting with  color  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  who  operate  the 
Duplex  Cinema  Equipment  Co.,  the 
latter  makes  the  machines  used  by 
the  Hollywood  Color-Film  Co.  whose 
trade  name  will  be  known  as  Vita- 
Color.  It  will  be  available  in  two 
and  three  color. 

Officers  of  the  concern  are  Dr.  H. 
Breckwedel,  president;  W.  E.  Carle- 
ton, secretary  and  treasurer;  H.  O. 
and  G.  W.  Carleton,  vice-presidents 
and  R.  A.  Calhoun  is  general  man- 
ager. 


Form  Central  Labor  Union 

Hackensack,  N.  J. — Formation  of 
a  Central  Labor  Union  of  A  F  of  L 
affiliates  in  Bergen  County  will  be 
completed  the  latter  part  of  this 
month.  Lester  Clutterbuck  of  Lo- 
cal 462,  IATSE,  has  been  elected 
temporary  vice-president  and  is  re- 
ported slated  for  a  permanent  office. 
The  organization  expects  a  35,000 
membership. 


Ork  Leader  Turns  Exhib. 

Karnes  City,  Tex. — Dave  Smason, 
formerly  orchestra  leader  at  the 
Majestic  theater  in  San  Antonio, 
has  purchased  the  Karnes  City  The- 
ater here. 


Louisville,  Ky. — C.  B.  Blake,  form- 
er operator  of  the  Savoy  Theater 
here  is  confined  to  a  private  hospital 
in  Chicago.    His  condition  is  critical. 


Jasper,  Ind.  —  Annett  Kuebler, 
operator  of  the  Astra  and  Tivoli 
Theaters  here  is  confined  to  a  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  hospital  after  a  minor 
operation. 


Clearwater,  Fla. — Howell  Reddick, 
formerly  of  Lakeland  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  manager  of  the 
Capitol  and  Ritz  Theaters.  He  takes 
the  place  of  Will  Brown  who  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  Sparks 
Scenic  Theater  in  Lake  Wales. 


Coral  Gables,  Fla. — Manager  Dan 
Boone  of  the  Gables  Theater  has 
been  given  an  assistant,  Fred  Pope, 
who  was  formerly  with  the  Olympia 
of  Miami. 


New  Castle,  Pa. — Speer  Marousis, 
local  theater  operator,  has  purchased 
one  of  the  oldest  hotels  in  New  Cas 
tie,  the  Fountain  Inn,  on  the  Public 
Square. 


Rison,  Ark. — Ernest  Austin,  "Rus- 
sellville,  has  been  named  manager 
of  the  New  Theater  here. 


Richmond,  Va. — The  State  Corpo- 
ration Commission  has  issued  a  char- 
ter to  the  Smith  Theaters  Corp., 
Grundy,  with  a  capital  of  $30,000. 
C.  E.  Smith  is  president. 


Youngstown,  O. — Joseph  E.  Sha- 
grin  succeeds  Joseph  W.  Trunk  as 
manager  of  the  State,  in  which  he 
is  a  stockholder. 


Stamford — Bob  Hines,  formerly  at 
the  Strand  and  more  recently  opera- 
tor of  the  Hastings  Theater,  has  re- 
turned to  the  Strand  under  Edward 
Peskay. 


Pittsburgh — F.  J.  Slavik  has  taken 
over  the  Pythian  Theater  in  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  which  was  owned  and 
operated  by  K.  F.  Boothman  until 
his  recent  death. 


New  Negro  Film  Company 
Planning  Own  Exchanges 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Dixie  National  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  has  been  formed  with 
Ted  Toddy  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  president; 
Jed  Buele,  executive  producer  and 
vice-president;  Norman  Stephenson, 
secretary-treasuer.  Among  mem- 
bers of  Board  of  Directors  are  Jack 
Coyle  and  the  Rev.  James  K.  Fried- 
rich,  who  produced  "The  Great 
Commandment"  which  was  sold  to 
20th   Century-Fox. 

Dixie  plans  to  make  eight  all- 
Negro  pictures  and  two  exploitation 
pictures  which  will  be  distributed  by 
its  own  organization,  Dixie  National 
Exchanges,  Inc.  Exchanges  will  be 
operated  in  New  York,  Chicago,  Los 
Angeles,  Atlanta,  Dallas  and  Char- 
lotte, N.  C. 


Scher  With  Hamilburg 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — George  Scher  is  join- 
ing Mitchell  J.  Hamilburg  agency 
as  an  associate.  Hamilburg  han- 
dles commercial  tie-ups  and  repre- 
sents film  stars.  Scher  was  for- 
merly publicity  director  of  Lennen 
&  Mitchell  and  leaves  Universal's 
exploitation  department  for  his  new 
connection. 


To  Replace  In  Bristol 

Bristol,  Conn.  —  John  Eberson, 
New  York  architect,  is  drawing  War- 
ner plans  for  a  new  theater  in  Bris- 
tol to  replace  the  house  burned  down 
last  week.  Construction  will  start 
at  once. 


Paramount  to  Plug  10  Pix 
On  Major  Radio  Programs 

Ten  important  pictures  on  Para- 
mount's  spring  schedule  will  be  sold 
via  radio  programs,  using  top  flight 
names  on  the  company's  contract 
list,  it  was  disclosed  in  a  statement 
of  mechandizing  plans  prepared  by 
Robert  Gillham,  director  of  publicity 
and  advertising. 

Air-selling  of  the  pictures  begins 
tonight  when  Ronald  Colman  and  Ida 
Lupino  appear  on  the  Good  News 
program  with  a  radio  version  of 
"The  Light  That  Failed."  Charles 
Laughton  and  his  wife,  Elsa  Lan- 
chester,  will  publicize  "Sidewalks  of 
London"  on  the  Lux  Radio  Hour 
Monday  night. 

Other  air-selling  plans  call  for 
Jackie  Cooper  and  Betty  Field  on 
the  Vox  Pop  show  Feb.  15  in  connec- 
tion with  "Seventeen";  Bing  Crosby 
will  introduce  songs  of  "Road  to 
Singapore"  on  March  15,  with  further 
plugging  of  the  songs  on  the  Bob 
Hope  program  March  19;  radio  cov- 
erage for  "Dr.  Cyclops"  and  "The 
Biscuit  Eater"  in  late  March,  and 
further  plans  for  nation-wide  cov- 
erage are  being  prepared  for  "Ty- 
phoon," "Buck  Benny  Rides  Again," 
"Those  Were  the  Days"  and  "Un- 
tamed." 


Recuperates  From  Operation 

New  Haven — A.  Germaine,  father 
of  Samuel  Germaine,  20th-Fox, 
Henry  Germaine,  Paramount,  and 
Larry  Germaine,  Warner  Theater 
Department,  New  Haven,  is  recup- 
erating from  an  operation  at  Grace 
Hospital. 


•  .  •  with  the  word  of  the 
all-time  record-breaking 
New  York  run  spreading 
the  country  over  .  •  • 

•  •  •  with  big-space  news 
breaks  hitting  top-circu- 
lation newspapers  and 
magazines  to  reach  every 
man,  woman  and  child 
in  the  land  •  •  • 


•  .  .  with  the  greatest  re 
views  ever  written  laud 
in g 'The  Grapes  of  Wrath 
as  the  greatest  entertain 
menf  of  all  time  •  •  • 


ai 


.  .  •  with  the  ace  colum- 
nists and  radio  commen- 


tators  voicing  their  high- 
est praise  to  their  vast 
personal  fallowings  •  •  • 

•  •  •  with  the  Rivoli  man- 
ager reporting  "'The 
Grapes  of  Wrath"  sur- 
passes anything  in  my 
entire  experience",  and 
predicting  a  "ten  weeks' 
to  three  months'  run"*  •  • 


•  •  •  with  such  radio  pro- 
grams as  "Information 
Please"/' We  the  People", 
"Pursuit  of  Happiness" 
featuring  "The  Grapes 
of  Wrath"  from  coast 
to  coast  in  response  to 
unparalleled  public 
interest  •  •  • 

• . .  with  the  millions 
asking  when  they 
can  see  it . .  • 
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NAT'L  POSTER  SERVICE  A 
GROUP  MAY  DISSOLVE ' 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  AA,  Inc.  They  are  the  Theater 
Pos+er  Supply  Co.,  of  Cincinnati, 
an-.'=3;he  Independent  Poster  Ex- 
change, of  Kansas  City,  both  of 
which  are   veteran   poster  dealers. 

It  was  said  yesterday  that  other 
member-exchanges  were  negotiating 
with  the  NSS  subsidiary  which  is 
launching  a  nation-wide  accessories 
organization. 

George  P.  Aaron  is  general  coun- 
sel of  the  poster  men's  group  and 
Simon  Lebros  is  president.  Whether 
the  association  will  break  up  after 
the  meeting  which  is  scheduled  to 
be  held  in  New  York  tomorrow  is 
not  known. 


Swedish  Film  Co.  Produces 
Expeditionary  Pix  in  Siam 

Stockholm  (By  Cable)  —  The 
Swedish  Film  Industry  Co.,  activi- 
ties of  which  embrace  both  produc- 
tion and  theater  operation,  turned 
out  six  features,  two  of  them  ex- 
peditionary films,  as  well  as  shorts 
and  newsreels  during  the  year,  an- 
nual report  discloses. 

"Whale  Hunters,"  one  of  the  ex- 
peditionary features,  was  largely 
filmed  in  the  Antarctic  while  the 
second,  "A  Handful  of  Rice"  was 
produced  in  Siam. 

Company's  film  houses  increased 
by  four  during  the  year,  its  hold- 
ings now  numbering  more  than  100 
in  40  Swedish  cities. 


Face  Charges  by  FTC 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Northwest  Film  Ad 
Service,  Inc.,  Portland,  Ore.,  and 
Frank  D.  Atkins,  an  individual,  dis- 
tributors of  advertising  films  and 
moving  picture  trailers,  are  charged, 
in  a  complaint  issued  by  the  FTC 
with  unfair  methods  of  competition 
and  unfair  and  deceptive  acts  and 
practices.  Frank  D.  Atkins  is  pres- 
ident of  the  corporation,  and  for- 
mulates and  directs  its  policies,  the 
FTC  charges. 


Set  Film  Center  Leases 

Robert  Lefkoff,  film  renovating 
and  processing,  has  leased  space  on 
the  11th  floor  of  the  Film  Center 
Building.  Cross  &  Brown  Co.,  agents 
have  also  renewed  the  leases  of  Pru- 
dential Film  Distributors  Corp., 
Tacme  Film  Service,  Inc.,  Advance 
Film  Exchange,  Inc.,  Times  Pictures, 
Inc.,  Syndicate  Exchanges,  Inc.,  and 
Progressive  Poster  Exchange,  Inc. 


To  Star  Ann  Sheridan 

West    Coast  Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Warners  will  star 
Ann  Sheridan  in  "Calamity  Jane," 
by  Jerry  Wald  and  Richard  Macau- 
lay.  Film  is  based  on  the  life  of  the 
fabulous  frontier  woman. 


"£M&"  fat*  "Jltis 


By  RALPH  WOK 


"  GROSS  ASSETS  OF  GN 
REPORTED  AS  $60,000 


HOLLYWOOD 
RKO  Buys  "Water  Gypsies" 
J?  KO  Radio  has  purchased  "Water 
Gypsies,"  by  A.  P.  Herbert,  Brit- 
ish novelist,  as  the  next  starring 
vehicle  for  Maureen  O'Hara.  Erich 
Pommer,  recently  signed  by  RKO  Ra- 
dio as  a  producer,  will  make  "Water 
Gypsies"  as  his  first  assignment. 

Y  Y  ▼ 

In   "An   Angel   from    Texas" 

Wayne  Morris  and  Rosemary  Lane 
have  joined  Jane  Wyman  and  Ron- 
ald Reagan  at  the  head  of  the  cast 
that  will  appear  in  Warners'  "An 
Angel  from  Texas."  The  picture, 
which  is  based  on  an  original  story 
by  Wally  Klein,  will  go  into  produc- 
tion when  the  recently  married  Miss 
Wyman  and  Reagan  return  from 
their  honeymoon  late  this  month. 

T  T  T 

Metro  Sets  Final  Titles 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Girl"  is  announced 
as  final  title  of  the  new  story  in  the 
Metro  series.  "The  Ghost  Comes 
Home"  is  the  final  title  for  the  new 
M-G-M  production  in  which  Frank 
Morgan  has  the  principal  role,  deal- 
ing with  an  immigrant  who  inherits 
a  fortune. 

T  T  T 

Friedman's    3-Way    Contract 
Charles    Friedman,   who    was    co- 
author and  director  of  "Sing  Out  the 


News,"  and  contributed  sketches  to 
"Pins  and  Needles,"  has  signed  a 
contract  with  Metro  as  writer,  pro- 
ducer and  director. 

T  T  T 

One  More  for  Carolyn  Lee 

After  listening  six  months  to  per- 
suasive arguments,  the  parents  of 
four-year-old  Carolyn  Lee  today 
agreed  to  permit  the  youngster  to 
make  "just  one  more  picture."  It's 
"Virginia"  which  Edward  H.  Grif- 
ffith  will  produce  and  direct. 

▼  T  T 

Dieterle  on  "Franklin" 

William  Dieterle  will  direct  "Ben- 
jamin Franklin,"  which  will  star 
Edward  G.  Robinson.  Norman  Reilly 
Raine  and  Aeneas  MacKenzie  have 
been  writing  the  screenplay  for  War- 
ners. 

Y  Y  Y 

It's  "Free,  Blonde  and  Twenty -One" 

The  second  "Hotel  for  Women" 
film  being  produced  by  20th  Century- 
Fox  with  Lynn  Bari,  Joan  Davis, 
Elise  Knox,  Helen  Ericson,  Joan 
Valerie,  Henry  Wilcoxon  and  Robert 
Lowery  in  the  cast  will  be  titled 
"Free,    Blonde   and    Twenty-One." 

T  T  T 

Roland  In  "Sea  Hawk" 
Gilbert    Roland    has    been    signed 
by  Warners  for  a  featured  role  in 
"The  Sea  Hawk,"  under  the  direction 
of  Michael  Curtiz. 


Bernhardt,  Former  German 
Director,  Joins  Warners 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Kurt  Bernhardt,  who 
directed  in  Germany,  "The  Woman 
One  Desires"  with  Marlene  Diet- 
rich, "The  Tunnel"  with  Jean  Ga- 
bin,  in  France,  "The  Rebel"  with 
Luis  Trenker  which  Universal  dis- 
tributed in  United  States,  and  "The 
Last  Company"  with  Conrad  Veidt 
which  Universal  also  handled,  and 
"Crossroads,"  which  was  shown  in 
Hollywood  recently,  has  become  a 
director  of  Warner  Bros.  He  will 
do   a  picture  for  Henry  Blanke. 


DeVry  to   Film   Newsreels 

Detroit  —  DeVry  Co.  will  soon 
start  work  on  two  more  newsreels 
for  the  Pioneer  National  News  Reel, 
under  the  direction  of  Dwight  L. 
Jones.  When  these  are  completed, 
it  is  expected  that  the  first  public 
release  will  be  made  by  the  newly 
organized  company.  Organization 
of  a  circuit  to  show  these  Negro 
newsreels  is  in  progress. 

Wants  Boyer  for  "Victory" 

West    Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Paramount  is  nego- 
tiating for  the  services  of  Charles 
Boyer  for  the  chief  male  role  in  its 
forthcoming  picturization  of  Joseph 
Conrad's  novel  of  the  Java  Sea,  "Vic- 
tory." Ida  Lupino  has  been  cast  for 
the  leading  feminine  role. 


Wis.  Juve  Performers  Must 

Have  Principals'  Approval 



Milwaukee  - —  With  an  increasing 
number  of  film  theaters  staging 
amateur  shows  and  talent  nights, 
the  State  Industrial  commission,  dis- 
turbed because  many  school  chil- 
dren, who  are  minors,  are  request- 
ing permits  for  appearances  in  pub- 
lic performances,  has  invited  school 
principals  to  pass  on  permit  appli- 
cations. 

This  suggestion  was  made  because 
it  is  felt  that  too  many  public  ex- 
hibitions on  the  part  of  minors  may 
be  injurious  to  their  health  and  re- 
tard the  pupils'  class  work.  Under 
the  child  labor  law,  permits  must  be 
obtained  by  minors  before  they  can 
make  public  appearances. 


Father  Flanagan  in  Film 

Ifr-t    Coast   Bureau   oi    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Father  E.  J.  Flana- 
gan of  Boys'  Town  will  appear  in 
M-G-M's  sequel  to  its  picture,  "Boys' 
Town."  Company  is  said  to  have 
paid  Father  Flanagan  $100,000  for 
his  appearance.  Spencer  Tracy  and 
Mickey  Rooney,  principals  in  the  first 
film,  will  also  appear  in  the  sequel. 

Hickey  Joins  NSS 

Chicago — "Duke"  Hickey,  former- 
ly Chicago  publicity  director  for 
Universal,  has  joined  the  National 
Screen  Service  here  as  promotion 
director. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

trustee  to  pay  salaries  of  $2,830  to 
approximately  70  employes. 

Administration  expenses  up  to  the 
time  of  the  appointment  of  the  trus- 
tee totaled  $32,000,  Fromberg  said, 
leaving  a  net  balance  of  $28,000. 
These  expenses  consist  of  $17,000 
still  due  the  National  City  Bank  on 
a  loan  of  $25,000;  $12,000  due  for 
rentals  and  the  balance  of  salaries. 

Fromberg  "conservatively"  esti- 
mates the  assets  as  follows:  $38,148 
cash  on  hand  as  of  Feb.  5,  against 
which  there  are  certain  claims,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  approximatley  $20,- 
000;  studio  property  in  Hollywood 
which  cost  $134,000,  against  which 
are  mortgages  totaling  $33,000, 
leaving  an  estimated  liquid  value 
of  $20,000;  $10,000  in  assets  located 
in  28  exchanges;  and  finally  $10,000 
in  negatives  and  prints. 

Proceedings  will  be  commenced  to 
set  aside  the  mortgages  against  the 
Hollywood  studio,  the  affidavit  de- 
clared. These  mortgages,  it  said, 
the  trustee  considered  were  invalid. 
In  the  event  that  the  mortgages 
were  vacated,  the  property  of  the 
company  would  be  increased  by  that 
amount. 


"Ecstasy"  Contempt  Review 
Sought  by  Georgia  Exhib. 

Atlanta  —  "Ecstasy,"  the  motion 
picture  which  last  May  was  nejoined 
from  everything  except  leaving 
town,  came  back  into  the  limelight 
as  John  H.  Carter,  Brookhaven  the- 
ater manager,  sought  a  writ  of  cer- 
tiorari on  contempt  of  court  charges. 

Carter  was  fined  $200  and  sen- 
tenced to  10  days  in  jail  on  May 
18,  five  days  after  he  had  been  en- 
joined by  Judge  James  C.  Davis,  of 
the  Stone  Mountain  Circuit  Court, 
from  showing  "Ecstasy"  at  a  mid- 
night show.  His  sentence  was  up- 
held by  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
September.  The  writ  of  certiorari 
he  has  just  filed  asks  for  a  review 
of  his  trial  by  the   Supreme  Court. 


Aetna  Finishing  "Swing" 

West   Coast  Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Aetna  Film  Corp.,  is 
completing  its  all-colored  feature 
"Mystery  In  Swing,"  at  Talisman 
Studios.  The  cast  includes  CeePee 
Johnson  and  his  orchestra,  Margaret 
Whitten,  the  Four  Toppers,  Sybil 
Lewis,  Monte  Hawley,  Bob  Webb, 
Tommy  Moore  and  F.  E.  Miller.  Ar- 
thur Dreifuss  directed  with  Gold- 
Berg  &  Port,  co-producers.  Interna- 
tional Road   Shows  will  release. 


Two  In  Booking  Posts 

Chicago — Dave  Kimmel  has  been 
named  a  booker  at  the  RKO  Chicago 
offices  and  Saul  Horowitz  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Essaness  circuit 
booking   staff. 


m 


14 


^ 


Thursday,  February  8,  1940 


DAILY: 


NEW  MEXICO  WOULD 
SLAP  TAX  ON  FILMS 


D  of  C  Continuing  Parleys  With  Film 
Execs,  as  Arnold  Studies  Thorp  Memo 


Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  —  New  Mexico's 
search  for  sources  of  new  revenue 
has  been  extended  to  films,  with  the 
probability  that  a  tax  will  be  levied 
on  films  leased  to  the  state's  exhibs. 
Assessment  would  be  against  the  dis- 
tributor, not  the  theater,  according  to 
G.  S.  Cartel',  State  Sales  Tax  Direc- 
tor, just  returned  from  Hollywood 
conferences. 

Carter,  reluctant  to  mention  any 
figure,  said  the  tax  would  net  the 
state  "important  money." 

"I  am  confident  we  can  reach  an 
agreement  by  conference,"  Carter 
said,  "but  if  we  can't  the  Bureau  of 
Revenue  is  prepared  to  take  legal  ac- 
tion and  carry  it  as  far  as  it  has  to 
go." 

The  contemplated  tax  of  2  per  cent 
is  assessable  against  the  lease  or  ren- 
tal of  "tangible  personal  property," 
a  classification  including  film,  Carter 
said. 


Michigan  Film  Library 

Claims  "Golgotha"  Title 

Detroit — Suit  for  an  injunction  is 
to  be  filed  in  Federal  Court  at  Mil- 
waukee by  Michigan  Film  Library, 
Alban  J.  Norris,  manager,  dis- 
closed, against  Golgotha  Corp.,  of 
New  York,  Kodascope  Division  of 
Eastman,  and  Films,  Inc.  of  New 
York  and  Chicago. 

Norris  charges  infringement  of 
the  title  of  "Golgotha"  to  which  he 
obtained  national  copyright  in  1939, 
he  says.  The  actual  film  being  dis- 
tributed, he  pointed  out,  is  not  ob- 
jected to,  the  planned  action  only 
relating  to  the  title  rights. 

Norris  said  this  applies  to  both  16 
and  35  mm.  versions.  Notice  is  also 
being  sent  to  Universal  Producing 
Corp.  of  Fairfield,  la.,  which  has 
been  distributing  it  nationally  in 
16  mm. 


Three  All-Negro  Specials 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Goldberg  &  Port,  pro- 
ducers of  all-colored  cast  films,  to- 
day announced  that  beside  their  reg- 
ular 12  pictures  schedule  for  re- 
lease by  International  Roadshows, 
they  will  turn  out  three  specials. 
Clarence  Muse  will  direct  one  from 
his   own   original   story. 


Three  Weeks  for  GWTW 

Minneapolis  —  The  Orpheum  the- 
ater will  run  GWTW  for  at  least 
three  weeks,  according  to  the  Min- 
nesota Amusement  Co. 


Three  Holdovers  Set 
Springfield  Record 

Springfield,  Mass. — For  the  first  time 
in  the  town's  history,  its  Main  Stem 
h~s  three  film  holdovers.  Pix  are 
CWTW,  "His  Girl  Friday"  and  "The 
Fighting  69th,"  playing  at  Loew's  Poli, 
the    Bijou    and    Capitol,    respectively. 


By  PRESCOTT  DENNETT 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — While  the  D  of  J 
is  considering  a  film  industry  inter- 
departmental memo  prepared  by  Dr. 
Willard  L.  Thorp  of  the  D  of  C,  the 
latter's  conferences  with  film  execs, 
have  not  been  terminated,  Dr.  Thorp 
told  The  Film  Daily  yesterday,  fol- 
lowing his  return  from  New  York. 

The  D  of  C  official  declined  to  dis- 
cuss reports  in  circulation  that 
among  his  most  recent  conferees 
here  was  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
Loew's  prexy.  Inquiry  at  the  office 
of  Carter  Barron,  local  Loew  exec, 
brought  the  statement  that  Schenck 
had  not  been  at  the  capital. 

Referring  to  the  continuing  con- 
ferences, Dr.  Thorp  stated  that  there 
are  no  definite  appointments  for  ma- 
jor execs,  to  converge  on  Washing- 
ton. "I  have  been  seeing  film  peo- 
ple all  along,"  he  said,  "and  expect 
to  continue  to  do  so." 

In  all  probability,  Dr.  Thorp  dis- 
closed, his  memorandum  now  before 
Thurman  Arnold,  Assistant  Attorney 
General,  for  study,  will  not  be  made 
public.  He  declined  to  discuss  its 
findings  and  recommendations. 


Arnold's  Budget  Cut;  Gets 
$59,000  Less  Than  Current 

Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Increase  of  $41,000 
in  appropriation  for  the  anti-trust 
division    of    Department    of   Justice 


has  been  recommended  by  the  sub- 
committee of  the  House  Committee 
on  Appropriations.  The  sub-com- 
mittee boosted  the  appropriation  for 
the  division  from  $1,209,000  recom- 
mended in  the  budget  for  1941  to 
$1,250,000,  $59,000  less  than  the 
current  year's  figure.  Arnold's  di- 
vision has  $1,309,000  for  the  1940 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  next, 
and  Arnold  had  sought  $2,300,000, 
an  increase  of  $991,000,  for  next 
year. 

Arnold  made  mention  of  movie 
cases  when  he  testified  before  the 
subcommittee  on  Jan.  15,  the  record 
shows.  In  enumerating  the  number 
of  attorneys  engaged  on  various 
cases,  he  stated  that  during  the  past 
year,  motion  picture  cases  necessi- 
tated the  services  of  six  of  the  legal 
staff. 

"There  needs  to  be  brought  12  or 
15  new  major  cases,"  Arnold  told 
the  sub-committee.  Belief  that  the 
patent  situation  in  industry  as  a 
whole  needs  investigation,  was  ex- 
pressed by  Arnold. 

Major  cases  "which  cannot  be 
dropped  and  which  will  carry  over 
into  the  next  fiscal  year  include 
'the  movie  case',"  Arnold  told  the 
sub-committee.  Reference  was  to 
the  New  York  equity  suit. 

His  division  will  be  unable  to  take 
on  any  new  cases  with  a  limited 
budget,  Arnold  said,  in  appearing 
before  the  sub-committee. 


Bank  Night  Guarantee  ,  "acific  NatM  Theaters 

Ticket  Collector  Fined  Files  Detailed  Answer 


Davenport,  la. — A  collector  for 
Bank  Night  guarantee  tickets,  Goe 
Gregg,  47,  of  Rock  Island,  111.,  was 
fined  $50  and  costs  for  possession 
of  lottery  tickets.  His  attorney  ap- 
peared for  him  and  entered  a  plea 
of   guilty. 

Gregg  was  arrested  Jan.  24  with 
Bank  Night  guarantee  tickets  in  his 
possession.  He  told  officers  when 
arrested  he  was  collecting  the  tick- 
ets from  taverns,  grocery  and  drug 
stores  which   acted  as   agents. 


Visual  Education  Forum 

Chicago — Paul  Edwards,  director 
of  visual  education  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Schools  and  Dr.  W.  C.  Reavis, 
of  the  University  of  Chicago  are  in 
charge  of  the  program  and  exposi- 
tion, to  be  arranged  for  the  second 
annual  Visual  Education  Forum  to 
be  held  at  the  Morrison  Hotel,  April 
5-6.  Attendance  of  1,500  is  ex- 
pected. 


Johnson  Addresses  6FC 

Grand  Rapids.  Mich. — -Allen  John- 
son, partner  of  B  &  J  Theaters  here, 
who  has  just  returned  from  a  six- 
week  visit  to  Hollywood  addressed 
the  Better  Films  Council  at  its  din- 
ner meeting  yesterday  on  produc- 
tion  and   censorship    of  films. 


Wilmington,  Del. — Pacific  Nation- 
al Theaters,  a  dissolved  Delaware 
corporation,  has  filed  in  the  New 
Castle  County  Court  of  Chancery 
here  a  detailed  answer  to  the  amend- 
ed bill  of  Margaret  M.  Stevens  and 
W.  Ernest  Choate,  complainants, 
who  are  seeking  the  appointment  of 
a  receiver  under  Section  43  of  the 
General   Corporation  Law. 

The  respondent,  Pacific  National, 
admitted  Southwest  Theaters  Cor- 
poration's ownership  of  approxi- 
mately 6,000  shares  of  the  10.697.90 
shares  of  Pacific  National  stock  out- 
standing from  June  15,  1936,  to 
Feb.  15,  1937,  but  denied  that  these 
shares  constituted  voting  control  of 
respondent  for  ratification  of  the 
sale  of  assets.  For  such  sale  rati- 
fication by  two-thirds  of  the  out- 
standing stock  was  required  by  the 
certificate  of  incorporation. 


Sol  Davis  to  Aid  McKenna 

Oklahoma  City — Sol  Davis,  head 
of  the  Republic  branch  here,  has 
been  named  new  assistant  property 
man  of  the  local  Variety  Club  (Tent 
22)  to  assist  Property  Man  B.  J. 
McKenna.  F.  R.  "Buddy"  Moran  has 
also  been  named  chairman  of  the 
entertainment  committee. 


PCC  CONVENTION  SET 
FOR  LOS  ANGELES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ter  from  all  sources.  The  organi- 
zation will  also  insist  any  exhibitor 
enjoying  a  certain  run  shall  hp\  al- 
lowed to  retain  this  run  yearVj  ,er 
year  if  he  does  not  permit  his  the- 
ater to  become  obsolete  and  if  his 
run  or  classification  was  not  origin- 
ally obtained  through  fraud  or  mis- 
representation. 

The  Conference  also  adopted  a 
resolution  opposing  commercialized 
preview  and  move-over  policy  as  un- 
fair  competition. 
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Wisconsin's   Unemployment 
Compensation  Law  Changed 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  — Changes  have 
become  effective  in  Wisconsin's  un- 
employment compensation  law  which 
provide,  among  other  things,  for  a 
reduction  from  three  to  two  weeks 
in  the  waiting  period  before  the  un- 
employed become  eligible  for  bene- 
fit payments. 

Workers  now  laid  off  are  entitled 
to  one  week's  compensation  for 
every  three  weeks  of  employment 
during  the  previous  year  against  one 
week's  compensation  for  every  four 
weeks  of  employment  in  1939.  The 
new  regulations  extend  from  26  to 
68  weeks  the  statute  of  limitations 
for  filing  claims  against  employers 
and  the  benefit  payments  will  be 
computed  in  steps  of  $1.50  instead 
of  $1  as  formerly. 

The  new  law  also  provides  that 
an  assessment  of  1  per  cent  may 
be  made  against  the  payrolls  of 
employers  covered  by  the  act  if  the 
state  compensation  department's 
"balancing"  fund  drops  below  $500,- 
000.  This  fund  now  totals  more 
than  $1,500,000  and  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  an  assessment,  accord- 
ing to  H.  Herman  Rauch,  director  of 
the  local  office  of  the  state  compen- 
sation department. 

About  450,000  Wisconsin  workers 
are  employed  in  industries  and  busi- 
nesses covered  by  the  law  and  some 
11,500  state  employers,  including 
theater  operators  and  film  ex- 
changes,  are  subject  to  it. 


Yes,  Sir,  You  Never 
Know  Till  You  Try 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — You  never  know  until 
you   try. 

Harry  Unterfort,  acting  city  manager 
of  RKO-Schine  houses  here  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Gus  Lampe,  vacationing  in 
Florida,  wondered  if  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  get  a  plug  for  "The  Great  Vic- 
tor Herbert"  from  Claude  Frigerio,  Met. 
baritone,  here  for  a  recital. 

So  he  invited  Frigerio  and  Dr.  Nicholas 
Gualillo,  new  conductor  of  the  Syracuse 
Symphony,  to  attend  the  first  show. 
They  came.  As  a  result,  a  large  por- 
trait of  Herbert  went  into  Lincoln  Audi- 
torium for  the  recital,  Frigerio  sang  "I'm 
Falling  in  Love  with  Some  One,"  one 
of  the  film's  tunes,  and  when  respond- 
ing to  an  encore  call,  plugged  the  pix 
directly. 
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Turning  Point  in  Italian  Situation  in  Sight-Miggins 

EXHIB.  LEADERS  COOL  TOJEELY  AMENDMENT  PLAN 

Radio  Giveaway  Complaints  Referred  to  D  of  J  by  FCC 


Data    on    Pot    o'    Gold    and 

"Mystery  Women"  Before 

Justice  Dept. 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Exhibitor  opposition 
to  radio's  giveaways  on  varying 
grounds,  including  the  charge  that 
lotteries  were  involved,  resulted  yes- 
terday in  the  turning  over  by  the 
FCC  of  data  collected  on  the  Hor- 
ace Heidt  Pot  o'  Gold  and  other  pro- 
grams to  the  Department  of  Justice. 

Figuring  specifically  in  the  trans- 
fer, it  was  learned,  was  informa- 
tion on  the  "Mystery  Women"  pro- 

(Contimted  on  Page  8) 

hoover Confers  here 
on  finnish  relief 


Expect  Chicago  to  Get  Allied  Conclave 

National  Allied's  annual  convention  is  expected  to  be  held  in  Chicago  instead 
of  Detroit.  Withdrawal  by  Michigan  Allied  as  host  to  the  annual  conclave  probably 
will  throw  the  support  of  the  directors  to  Jack  Kirsch's  Illinois  unit,  which  made  a 
bid   for  the  convention   at  the  national   board   meeting   in   Washington   last   month. 

Possibility  of  holding  the  convention  in  Atlantic  City  was  said  to  have  been 
eliminated  and  that  only  other  possibilities  are  Indianapolis  or  Chicago,  with  the  latter 
city    favored. 


CONSPIRACY  ACTION    PLAYWRIGHTS  IN  MOVE 
DROPPED  BY  LENROSE  FOR  MAJOR  TELE  ROLE 


Herbert  Hoover,  chairman  of  the 
Finnish  Eelief  Fund,  and  Major  Les- 
lie E.  Thompson,  chairman  of  the 
drive's  Motion  Picture  Division,  con- 
ferred yesterday  in  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria with  publishers  and  editors  of 
film  trade  publications  on  the  two- 
day    campaign    which    will    be    con- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Henry  A.  Lydecker,  Oldest 
Member  of  NFCA,  Dies  at  53 

Boston — Henry  A.  Lydecker,  old- 
est member  of  the  National  Film 
Carriers  Association,  is  dead  here 
after  a  long  illness  at  the  age  of 
53.  Lydecker,  who  operated  the 
oldest  film   transportation   company 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


A  stipulation  discontinuing  the 
suit  of  Lenrose  Amusement  Corp. 
against  MPPDA  and  all  major  com- 
panies was  filed  yesterday  in  the 
Federal  Court.  Under  the  stipula- 
tion the  plaintiff  is  barred  from  re- 
newing the  suit.  Plaintiff  filed  suit 
claiming  that  the  defendants  in 
violation  of  anti-trust  laws  deprived 
its   Newark  Theater  of  product. 

Suit,  which  was  filed  last  March, 
sought   triple    damages   of   8150,000 

(Continued  on   Page  5) 


British  Malayan  Theater 

Business  Said  Improved 

No  restrictions  exist  in  the  Brit- 
ish Malaya  territory  either  on  the 
importation  of  pictures  or  the  ex- 
port of  money,  and  military  concen- 
trations coupled  with  a  boom  in  the 
rubber  and  tin  industries  which  has 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


First  concerted  and  pretentious 
move  of  legit,  theater  interests  to 
assume  a  major  role  in  television 
came  yesterday  with  the  announce- 
ment that  Elmer  Rice,  S.  N.  Behr- 
man,  Maxwell  Anderson,  Robert  E. 
Sherwood  and  the  estate  of  Sidney 
Howard  had  formed  the  Playwrights' 
Radio  Co.  to  function  exclusively 
in  tele  and  radio  under  the  super- 
vision of  Henry  Souvaine. 

The  dramatists  and  producers 
named    already    are    functioning    as 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Mich.   Co-op   Proposals   Seen 

as  Meaning  Greater 

Gov't  Regulation 

By  AL  STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Proposals  of  Co-operative  Theaters 
of  Michigan  to  embody  trade  re- 
forms in  amendments  to  the  Neely 
bill  were  met  with  varied  comments 
by  exhibitor  leaders  yesterday.  In 
a  majority  of  the  cases,  the  reac- 
tion was  unfavorable,  even  by  those 
who  agreed  with  Co-operative  in  its 
stand  against  the  block-booking 
measure. 

Co-operative  Theaters  of  Michigan 
suggested  to  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Committee  that  the  Neely  bill 
be  amended  so  as  to  make  arbitra- 

(Continucd  on  Page  8) 

ADV.  ACCESSORIES 
IN  COLUMBIA  DEAL 


Committeeman  Raps  Dies 
for  "Reds  in  Hollywood" 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Rep.  Jerry  Voorhis 
(D.,  Calif.)  member  of  the  Dies  Com- 
mittee yesterday  denounced  Chair- 
man   Martin    Dies    (D.,   Texas)    for 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"Ehrlich"  Gives  Memphis 
House  Best  Biz  in  7  Years 


Memphis — Paced  by  a  test  adver- 
tising-publicity campaign,  Warners' 
"Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet"  drew 
the  biggest  opening  day  biz  in  seven 
years  at  its  world  premiere  at  the 
Warner  theater  here   yesterday. 

Picture    opens    at    the    Virginian 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


War -time  Patronage  of  French  Film 
Theaters  Growing  Steadily --Miggins 


Business  Groups  Launch 

Attack  on  Neely  Measure 

Lexington,  Ky. — Anticipated  fore- 
runner of  similar  action  by  other 
business  men's  organizations 
throughout  the  country,  the  local 
Board  of  Commerce  has  adopted  a 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


European  governments  look  upon 
motion  pictures  as  a  necessity,  not 
a  luxury,  during  the  present  war 
and  most  governments  are  co-operat- 
ing to  the  fullest  with  the  industry 
in  supplying  their  peoples  with  film 
entertainment.  This  observation  was 
expressed  yesterday  by  Ben  Mig- 
gins, 20th   Century-Fox's   managing 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Columbia  has  joined  Advertising 
Accessories,  Inc.,  in  the  new  cen- 
tralized plan  for  the  distribution  of 
special  accessories,  it  was  announced 
yesterday  by  Charles  Casanave,  vice- 
president  of  AA.  Paramount  and 
RKO    started    operating    under    the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Censorship  Fee  Measure 
Reported  Passed  in  Brazil 

Home  offices  of  the  majors  re- 
ported yesterday  receipt  of  advices 
from  Brazil  to  the  effect  that  cen- 
sorship regulations  have  been  passed 
there,  attended  by  a  boost  in  fees, 
and,   further,    that   reciprocal   turn- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Government  Must  Answer  50 
Interrogatories  by  Mar.  1 

The  group  of  50  interrogatories 
agreed  upon  by  attorneys  for  the 
Government  and  the  major  company 
defendants  in  the  equity  suit  were 
approved      yesterday     by     Federal 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
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SECURITY 


20th'Fox  Closing  Monday;  Others  at  I  P.  iff. 


Twentieth    Century-Fox    will    close    all    day    Monday, 
other  companies  are  scheduled   to  close  at   1    P.M. 


Lincoln's    birthday,    while    all 


More  Effective    Use  of  Pix 
in  New  York  Schools  Sought 

Albany — Frank  P.  Graves,  State 
Commissioner  of  Education,  has  au- 
thorized a  series  of  conferences  be- 
tween school  principals  and  super- 
visors and  members  of  the  State 
Education  Department,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Ward  C.  Bowen, 
Chief  of  the  State  Bureau  of  Radio 
and  Visual  Aids,  to  secure  co-opera- 
tion leading  toward  the  more  effec- 
tive use  of  films,  radio  and  related 
teaching  aids. 

In  the  discussion  at  the  first  con- 
ference, it  was  brought  out  that  it 
is  often  desirable  to  show  a  film  as 
many  as  three  times  in  the  class- 
room. The  first  showing  gives  the 
pupil  the  general  outline  of  the  sub- 
ject. Particular  points  are  selected 
for  the  next  exhibition  and  the  final 
projection  serves  to  connect  up  the 
whole  lesson. 

"The  value  of  a  picture  in  the 
schools,"  Doctor  Bowen  said,  "is  de- 
pendent almost  entirely  on  the  per- 
sonality and  experience  of  the 
teacher  and  the  circumstances  of 
the  particular  occasion.  The  State 
Department  can  not  review  and 
evaluate  any  large  number  of  pic- 
tures for  this  and  other  reasons. 
We  feel,  however,  that  the  teacher, 
if  it  is  in  any  way  possible,  should 
preview  a  picture  before  it  is  shown 
to  the  class." 


Soviet  Bomber  Destroys 

Home  of  Mono.  Distrib. 


Norton  V.  Ritchey,  Monogram  for- 
eign manager  received  word  yester- 
day from  Helsinki  that  the  home  of 
Nils  Dahlstroem.  managing  direc- 
tor of  Suomi  Pilmi,  Monogram's 
Finnish  distrib.,  has  been  bombed 
and  completely  destroyed  by  a  re- 
cent Societ  air  raid.  The  Dahl- 
stroems  escaped  injury. 

Soumi  Filmi  has  moved  headquar- 
ters from  Helsinki  to  Tammerfors 
in  the  interior.  Suomi  Filmi  films 
all  newsreel  material  at  the  Finnish 
front,  shipments  going  out  of 
Stockholm  through  the  office  of  the 
Svensk  Film  Industry. 

Dahlstroem,  himself,  is  reported 
now  in  command  of  a  border  "pill 
box." 


"Blue  Bird"  Takes  Wing 

Run  of  "The  Blue  Bird"  at  the 
Hollywood  ended  last  night.  Pic- 
ture will  go  into  the  Roxy  in  three 
weeks.  "Little  Old  New  York"  plays 
the  Roxy  for  another  week  starting 
today  and  "Of  Mice  And  Men"  fol- 
lows it  for  a  two-week  stay. 

Shift  Exhib.  Meet  Date 

Boston — The  next  business  meet- 
ing of  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc., 
Allied  affiliate,  has  been  shifted 
from  Feb.  13  to  Feb.  20  by  Business 
Manager  Arthur  K.  Howard. 


C  of  C  Okay  Doesn't  Make 
Game  Legal,  Okla.  Ruling 

Oklahoma  City — The  blessing  of 
a  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  not 
enough  to  offset  the  State's  ban  on 
"bank  night." 

The  Attorney  General's  office  put 
a  ban  on  the  game  in  1938,  but  two 
Guthrie  theaters,  operated  under  the 
same  management,  have  been  main- 
taining a  variation  of  "bank  night" 
nevertheless.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Guthrie  Chamber  of 
Commerce  passed  a  resolution  of  co- 
operation and  one  of  its  representa- 
tives has  been  conducting  the  draw- 
ings. 

But  this  is  a  lottery,  resolution 
or  no,  Stephen  Holloway,  Assistant 
Attorney  General,  has  ruled  for 
Hugh  Adams,  Logan  county  attor- 
ney, and  it  can  be  stopped  by  in- 
junction as  a  "common  nuisance." 


Jones  and  Wallace  Will  Do 
Three  Films  for  Hal  Roach 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Grover  Jones  and 
Richard  Wallace,  screen  writer  and 
director  respectively,  have  been 
signed  to  do  three  pictures  for  Hal 
Roach,  the  first  of  which  is  Kenneth 
Robert's  "Captain  Caution."  The 
other  two  are  to  be  announced 
shortly. 

"Captain  Caution"  will  follow 
"Turnabout,"  Roach's  next  produc- 
tion which  gets  under  way  Feb.  19. 


Whitehead  Seeks  Charter 
to  Organize  Circus  Field 

Miami — Application  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  A  F  of  L  Executive 
Council,  now  in  session  here,  by 
Ralph  Whitehead  for  a  charter  to 
organize  workers  in  circuses,  car- 
nivals and  other  outdoor  shows. 
Whitehead  was  formerly  executive 
secretary  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Actors.  However,  when  the 
AAAA  created  AGVA  to  replace  the 
AFA  when  their  charter  was  with- 
drawn, they  waived  jurisdiction  over 
this  type  of  worker.  No  action  has 
been  taken  yet. 


Indianapolis  Will  Have 

$60,000  Open  Air  Theater 

Indianapolis — An  open-air  theater 
with  a  capacity  of  500  automobiles 
will  be  built  in  Broad  Ripple  park 
this  Spring,  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  $60,000.  Project  is  announced 
by  the  architectural  firm  of  Graham 
&   Knowlton. 


To  Show  Irish  Color  Film 

"Here  Is  Ireland,"  natural  color 
film,  will  be  presented  Sunday  at 
the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Music  by 
William  Alexander,  distributor. 


cominG  add  Gome 


JOE  NEWMAN,  Metro  short  subjects  director, 
returned   to   the   Coast   last  night  via    Detroit. 

JACK  SCHLAIFER,  United  Artists  vice-presi- 
dent and  Western  division  manager,  returns  here 
this  week-end  after  a  visit  to  Coast  exchanges 

VAL  PAUL,  production  manager  folf  ^Yward 
Small,  sailed  yesterday  from  San  Franciioo  on 
the  Matsonia  to  line  up  locations  in  several 
south  sea  islands  for  a  forthcoming  Small  pro- 
duction. 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR  and  JOHN  W.  HICKS  have 
arrived  in  Buenos  Aires  after  visiting  several 
cities   in    Chile. 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK,  20th-Fox  board  chair- 
man, is  here  from  the  Coast  for  a  short  stay 
on  business. 

RICHARD  HARLAN,  director,  has  left  Holly- 
wood for  Buenos  Aires  where  he  will  direct 
pictures    for   an    independent   producer. 

SAM  BISCHOFF  leaves  for  the  Coast  this 
week-end. 

ROBERT  STACK,  Universal  player,  has  returned 
to   the   Coast  via   American  Airlines. 

OTIS  SKINNER  sails  today  for  South  Amer- 
ica on   the   Santa   Lucia. 

BEN  MICGINS,  continental  European  manag- 
ing director  for  20th-Fox,  arrived  here  yester- 
day on  the  Washington. 

KEITH  COLDSMITH.  Far  East  exec,  for 
20th-Fox,  is  here  from  Singapore  for  home  office 
conferences  and  a  vacation. 

JACK  KIRSCH,  prexy  of  Illinois  Allied,  goes 
to    Florida    for    a    winter    vacation. 

WALTER  IMMERMAN,  B  &  K  general  man- 
ager has  returned  to  Chicago  from  a  New  York 
booking   trip. 

ROBERT  STACK,  Universal  player  has  returned 
to  the  Coast  on  an  urgent  call  from  the  studio 
for    a    new    picture    assignment. 


Television  for  Dominion 

Said  Matter  of  Finances 


Montreal — Television  is  an  eco- 
nomic rather  than  technical  prob- 
lem, Allan  B.  Oxley,  RCA  acoustic 
engineer,  told  members  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  Kiwanis  Club.  As  far  as 
this  area  is  concerned,  someone  must 
be  found,  Oxley  suggested,  willing 
to  spend  $100,000  while  other  re- 
sources will  be  required  for  camera, 
studio  equipment,  towers,  a  license 
from  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corp.,  and   other  incidentals. 


RESULT 

GETTING  ASSISTANT! 

Outstanding  record  in  pictures  and 
theatres. 

Unusually  versatile  as  a  confiden- 
tial  right-hand   man   to   an   Executive. 

Capable  managing  responsibilities 
and  planning  intelligently  with  a  stick- 
to-it-iveness  determination. 

Salary  secondary  to  opportunity. 

Excellent  recommendations  of  un- 
tarnishable  repute  as  to  integrity, 
loyalty,   honesty  and  capability. 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

Box  No.  1510 

1501  Broadway  New  York  City 
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ft  turns  to  Gold/ 

It's  another  Fighting  69th  already! 
Opening  show  within  few  dollars 
of  all-time  top!  Strikes  Charleston 
today!  Strikes  Springfield,  Mass. 
next  week!  Keep  on  the  watch  for 
SHOWMANSHIP  in  all  its  glory! 
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ADV.  ACCESSORIES 
IN  COLUMBIA  DEAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

new  setup  last  Thursday,  while  Uni- 
versal begins  next  Thursday. 

It  is  expected  that  service  on  all 
Columbia  pictures'  accessories  will 
be  launched  through  AA  on  or 
about   March   1. 

Advertising  Accessories,  Inc.,  is 
a  subsidiary  of  National  Screen 
Service. 


Bancroft  Back  to  Para. 

for  Role  in  De  Mille  Pix 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — George  Bancroft,  once 
a  top  ranking  star  at  Paramount, 
will  return  to  the  studio  for  a  fea- 
tured role  in  Cecil  B.  DeMille's  Tech- 
nicolor production  "Northwest 
Mounted  Police."  As  a  French-In- 
dian leader  of  Canada's  so-called 
Riel  Rebellion  of  1885,  Bancroft  will 
be   entirely   retyped. 

The  picture  is  scheduled  to  go  be- 
fore Technicolor  cameras  March  5. 


Westinghouse  January 

Biz  Best  Since  April,  37 

Westinghouse  orders  taken  in 
January  are  reported  to  have  been 
at  the  highest  level  for  any  month 
since  April,  1937,  a  period  when  the 
electrical  industry  generally  was 
running  at  record  levels.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  Januarv  orders  were 
roughly  50  per  cent  better  than  those 
for  December  and  about  40  per  cent 
ahead  of  those  taken  in  January, 
1939. 


New  III.  Motor  Law 

Chicago — All  film  carriers  here 
will  register  under  the  new  state 
motor  law  which  goes  into  effect 
shortly.  Law  provides  full  insurance 
protection    for    all    departments. 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

FEBRUARY   9 

Ronald    Colman  Lee  L.   Goldberg 

James     Murray  Albert  De  Sart 

Lyle     Talbot  L.   Virgil   Hart 

Lon   Chaney,   Jr.  Joe     King 

Heather  Angel  Phil    Zuinn 

FEBRUARY   10 
Alan    Hale  Henry   Herzbrun 

John    Farrow  Geo.  Henry  Leverett 

Roy   D'Arcy  W.    C.    Fields 

Harry   Beaumont  B.    F.   Lyon 

Fay   Pulsifer 

FEBRUARY   11 
Joseph  Mankiewicz  Mike    Mindlin 


Anita    Garvin 
Dave    O'Malley 


Sam   Rothstein 


Rex  Lease 
Ben    Hirsh 


ALCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  H.  OALYi 


•  •  •  BACK  to  Jack  Dempsey's  Eighth  Ave.  feed-bag  emporium 
went  the  Ampa-ites  yes'day following  a  fling  at  fashion- 
able  and   foibleous   Fifth   Ave.   fare and,    truth   to   tell,    the   org.'s 

membership  appeared  not  only  happy  to  get  back  in   the   atmosphere 

which   glorifies  the   erstwhile   "Manassa  Mauler" but   appeared  in 

such  great  numbers  that  an  S.R.O.  sign  threatened  to  come  in  handy. 


•     •     •     PREXY  Paul  Lazarus,  Jr.,  flashed  excellent  form  in 

the  emcee  spot and  proved  that  should  words  ever  fail  him 

he  can  make  his  way  as  a  talented  talent  scout for 

after  he  presented  two  very-well-knowns Mary  Howard,  star 

of  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,"  and  Terry  Kilburn,  youthful  luminary 

of  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips" he  pulled  out  of  his  sleeve 

or,  more  literally,  out  of  a  Jack  Dempsey  corner a  quintet 

of  young  entertainers  known  as  "The  Reviewers" This  combo 

delivered  a  slick  satire  in  the  form  of  a  meeting  of  the  Joan  Craw- 
ford Fan  Club then  a  bit  wherein  Cleopatra's  Needle,  Grant's 

Tomb  and  the  Statue  of  Liberty  picket  the  re-opening  of  the  N.  Y. 

World's   Fair then    travesties    on   movie    villains,    including 

"Psychopathic  Blues" and  finally,  as  an  encore,  a  film  studio 

recording    jibe "The    Reviewers"    were    super-terrific 

and  bid  fair  to  be  adopted  by  Ampa 


•      •      •     FEATURE  of  the  luncheon  program  was  the  talk  delivered 

by  Charley  Casanave anent  the  new  Advertising  Accessories,  Inc., 

of  which  he  is  v.-p Charley  told  the  ad  boys  and  gals  that  the 

company's  policies  and  set-up  mark  a  vast,  forward  step  in  pix  industry 

procedure and  when  he  had  finished they  not  only  agreed 

with  him but  also  with  the  fact  that  the  luncheon  meetin'  generally 

was  as  "wow"  as  any  in  recent  Ampa  annals 


•     •     •     LEAVING  the  subject  of  the  Ampa  shindig, — 

Joe  Newman,  Metro  shorts  director,  hied  out  last  evenin'  for  Sunny 

Cal after  shiverin'  for  four  weeks  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

where  he  made  a  Pete  Smith  short  at  Frank  Buck's  wild 

animal  farm Accompanied  by  Herb  Morgan,  shorts  publicity 

chief,  plus  a  camera  crew,  Newman  went  to  Florida  on  a  maximum 

10-day  shootin'  schedule Well,  Sir,  the  Arctic  weather  kept 

the  whole  shebang  there  for  a  month 'cause  the  icicle-be- 
decked animals  went  on  strike  for  balmy  workin'  conditions 

It  took  two  extra  weeks  to  obtain  the  desired  shots 


•      •      •     BUT  to  get  back  to  the  weather Newman  and  Morgan 

said  the  cold  snap  caught  everyone  unprepared Galvanized  cans  of 

the  garbage  genus  were  made  into  improvised  stoves  and  were  placed 

in  the  aisles  of  theaters  and  in  restaurants Patrons  brought  along 

their  blankets  to  pix  houses City  gas  was  rationed,  as  was  fire- 
wood   while  a  guy  who  owned  a  flannel  shirt  was  a  bloated  pluto- 
crat   Newman  vows  Florida  can't  compete  with  Sunny  Cal.  as   a 

home   of   movies Naturly   Floridians   will   rule    out   his   testimony, 

'cause  Mister  Newman   was  born   and  raised   in   Hollywood He's 

been  with  M-G-M  for  15  years His  first  link  with  pixdom  was  as  a 

newsboy  in  front  of  the  M-G-M  studio when  it  was  a  Triangle  lot. 
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SEES  TURNING  POINT 
IN  ITALIAN  SITUATION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

director  for  Continental  Europe,  who 
arrived  in  New  York  yesterday  on 
the  Washington.  He  was  (f^.'Vm- 
panied  by  his  wife. 

Miggins  also   declared  that: 

(1)  The  Italian  situation  in 
regards  to  American  pictures 
is  unchanged,  although  a  turn- 
ing point  is  in  sight; 

(2)  Theater  business  in  France 
is  booming  and  even  production 
is  being  resumed; 

(3)  The  company's  office  in 
Prague  is  operating,  but  there 
is  no  definite  information  as  to 
activity   in   Warsaw. 

Miggins  said  that  it  was  evident 
Italy  wanted  American  pictures  but 
could  not  say  "what  was  in  the 
Italians'  minds"  as  to  how  thre  situ- 
ation could  be  adjusted.  A  big  ob- 
stacle that  would  have  to  be  over- 
come, he  asserted,  was  the  cutting 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  American  films  from  $1,- 
000,000  to  $500,000.  On  the  other 
hand,  more  currency  appears  avail- 
able for  Italian  production. 

The  belief  that  the  situation  might 
change  is  based  on  Mussolini's  ap- 
pointment of  Paulucci,  sponsor  of 
the  film  monopoly  decree,  to  the  post 
of  ambassador  to  Belgium.  With 
Paulucci  off  the  scene,  a  change  in 
motion  picture  affairs  is  possible. 
Although  American  distributors 
hope  the  change  will  be  for  the  best, 
there  is  always  the  chance  that  the 
arrow  will  point  the  other  way,  it 
was  said. 

Theater  business  in  France  is  in- 
creasing steadily,  Miggins  said,  and 
patronage  is  only  about  30  per  cent 
below  normal.  The  Government 
believes  that  the  people  need  motion 
pictures  to  relieve  them  of  the  war 
strain.  There  are  practically  no 
restrictions  on  theaters  which  have 
bomb-proof  cellars,  Miggins  said. 
Import  and  export  permits  are  not 
difficult  to  obtain,  he  added. 

Miggins  said  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  most  of  the  company's 
staff  in  Prague  had  returned  to 
work,  although  a  few  were  on  the 
missing  list.  He  also  said  that  he 
believed  all  operations  in  Helsinki 
had  been  suspended  bu  that  the- 
aters were  open  in  some  parts  of 
Finland.  The  situation  in  Warsaw 
is  not  known. 

Truman  Talley,  editor  of  Movie- 
tone News,  is  in  Europe  to  speed  up 
operations  and  direct  the  camera- 
men. Miggins  said  he  thought  Tal- 
ley would  sail  for  home  on  Feb.  21. 


STORKS! 


Chicago — Mrs.  B.  H.  Blumenthal, 
the  former  Dorothy  Maull,  secretary 
of  Louis  Lipstone,  is  the  mother  of 
a  baby  girl,  born  at  the  Edgewater 
Hospital. 
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HOOVER  CONFERS  HERE 
ON  FINNISH  RELIEF 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ducted  on  Feb.  17  and  18  among 
motion  picture  theaters  throughout 
the  7and  in  support  of  Finland's 
caff^ 

A*" short  subject  on  Finland,  it 
was  disclosed,  has  been  compiled  by 
Emerson  Yorke,  prominent  maker  of 
informative  film  productions,  for  re- 
lease shortly  to  the  nation's  the- 
aters in  connection  with  the  drive. 

Mr.  Hoover  asserted  that  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Division's  goal  is  a 
minimum  of  $300,000.  Discussing 
Finland's  heroic  efforts  for  survival, 
he  declared  that  the  little  nation  is 
so  organized  today  that  were  the 
U.  S.,  with  its  vast  population  of 
some  120,000,000  people,  proportion- 
ately regimented,  it  would  mean  that 
26,000,000  Americans  would  actually 
be  under  arms  on  fighting  fronts. 

He  added  his  conviction  that  the 
film  exhibitors  of  the  nation  would 
bend  every  effort  to  make  the  Feb. 
17  and  18  dates,  set  for  the  indus- 
try's drive,  a  practical  and  patriotic 
success. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  divis- 
ional chairmen  of  the  Finnish  Re- 
lief' Fund  Drive  to  contact  exhibi- 
tors, but  because  of  the  short  period 
of  time  intervening  between  now 
and  Feb.  17-18,  all  houses  might  not 
be  able  to  be  contacted.  He  urged, 
therefore,  that  exhibitors  take  the 
'  initiative  on  Feb.  17-18  and  arrange 
collections  from  the  public  in  their 
theater  lobbies. 

Every  film  theater  in  the  U.  S., 
it  is  hoped,  will  cooperate. 


Special  Matinees  Boost 

Chi.  Finnish  Relief  Fund 


Chicago  —  Glenda  Farrell,  Alan 
Dinehart,  Lyle  Talbot,  Simone  Si- 
mon, Mitzi  Green,  Jack  Whiting, 
Mary  Brian,  Arthur  Jarrett,  Clif- 
ton Webb,  Raymond  Massey,  all 
playing  in  Chicago  at  this  time,  will 
participate  in  special  matinees  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Finnish  Relief 
Fund,  according  to  announcement 
from  Philip  R.  Clarke,  chairman  of 
the  Chicago  committee.  Chicago  has 
raised  almost  $110,000  for  the  fund, 
exceeding  its  $100,000  quota,  with 
prospects  for  much  larger  receipts 
this  month. 


Mrs.  J.  F.  Sharkey  Dead 

Detroit  —  Mrs.  Agnes  Sharkey, 
wife  of  James  F.  Sharkey,  RKO 
branch  manager,  is  dead  after  a 
lingering  illness.  Four  children  also 
survive. 


Lauyhton  Will  Play 
Capt.  Kidd  for  RKO 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Charles    Laughton     is    go- 
ing   back    to    the    bounding    main. 

RKO  Radio  announced  yesterday  it 
will  produce  "Captain  Kidd,"  with 
Charles  Laughton  as  17th  century  pirate 
who   finally   hung. 


Billinys  Records  Brohen  in  Depinet  Drive 

Billings  records  tor  a  single  week  were  broken  in  the  first  week  of  the  Ned 
Depinet  Drive,  RKO  announced  yesterday.  With  the  New  Haven,  Montreal  and 
Seattle    branches    in    the    lead,    exchanges    nationally    were    over    their    quota    marks. 


Playwrights  Group  Moves  Government  Must  Answer  50 

for  Major  Role  in  Tele  Interrogatories  by  Mar.  1 


CONSPIRACY  ACTION 
DROPPED  BY  LENROSE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Playwrights'  Producing  Co.,  Inc. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  new 
venture,  60  plays  written  by  the 
five  playwrights  will  be  made  avail- 
able immediately  to  radio  and  later, 
when  the  commercial  stage  is 
reached,  to  television. 

Plans  of  the  new  company,  how- 
ever, do  not  end  there.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  invite  J.  P.  McEvoy,  Arch 
Oboler,  Henry  Robinson,  Irwin 
Shaw,  Irving  Reiss,  and  others,  ad- 
ditionally to  write  original  material. 

A  complete  staff  of  radio  produc- 
ers, directors  and  adaptors  has  be- 
come associated  with  the  company, 
including  Dwight  Cooke,  Norman 
Corwin,  Carlo  DeAngelo,  George 
Faulkner  and  Clyde  North.  Kurt 
Weill  has  been  engaged  as  musical 
director. 

Behind  the  formation  of  the  new 
company  is  said  to  be  the  play- 
wrights' conviction  that  tele  holds 
enormous  potentialities,  and  that  its 
ultimate  effect  upon  the  stage  and 
films  will  be  profound.  Decline  of 
the  legit.,  it  is  pointed  out,  stemmed 
from  its  failure  to  comprehend  the 
possibilities  of  the  then  struggling 
films.  The  dramatists  do  not  pro- 
pose to  be  caught  napping  the  sec- 
ond time. 


Henry  A.  Lydecker,  Oldest 
Member  of  NFCA,  Dies  at  53 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  New  England,  will  be  buried  to- 
morrow at  St.  Agnes  Church  in 
Arlington  Center.  Deceased  was  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Friars  Club. 
He  leaves  his  widow,  one  sister,  a 
son  and  a  daughter. 


Senator  Kleinfeld  Introduces 
Civil  Rights  Bill  at  Albany 

Albany,  N.  Y.— Senator  Phil  Klein- 
feld of  Brooklyn  yesterday  hoppered 
a  civil  rights  bill  which  would  en- 
title all  persons,  organizations,  etc., 
to  full  and  equal  privilege  in  renting 
or  leasing  any  place  of  public  as- 
sembly. 

Theater  ticket  broker  measure 
sponsored  by  Assemblyman  MacNeil 
Mitchell  is  now  scheduled  for  final 
lower  house  consideration  Monday 
night. 

Rivoli,  Ebensburg,  Burns 

Pittsburgh — The  Rivoli  Theater, 
Ebensburg,  which  is  part  of  the 
Rivoli  Theater  Circuit  operated  by 
R.  Allison,  was  completely  destroyed 
by  fire.  Work  on  reconstruction  of 
the  theater  is  to  begin  immediately 
and  it  is  expected  to  reopen  by  the 
first  of  May. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  in  an  or- 
der filed  in  the  Federal  Court.  The 
stipulation,  confirmed  by  the  Judge, 
calls  for  Government  answers  by 
March  1.  The  Government  motion 
to  be  excused  from  answering  sep- 
arate interrogatories  of  Columbia, 
scheduled  to  be  heard  today,  was 
postponed  until  Feb.  13  in  a  stipu- 
lation filed  yesterday  in  the  Federal 
Court. 


Mich.'s  Co-op  Theaters 

to  Boost  Capitalization 

Detroit — Co-operative  Theaters  of 
Michigan,  booking  combine  with 
about  100  member  theaters,  is  in- 
creasing capitalization  from  $50,000 
to  $60,000.  President  Fred  DeLod- 
der  said  that  the  action  was  being 
taken  in  order  to  act  on  new  appli- 
cations for  membership,  as  all  the 
older  stock  had  been  issued  to  pres- 
ent members.  Minimum  stock  for 
each  member  is  one  share,  at  $100, 
DeLodder  said. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

under  the  Sherman  Act,  charging 
conspiracy  and  restraint  of  trade. 
M-G-M  Pictures  Corp.,  M-G-M  Dis- 
tributing Corp.,  Columbia,  Loew's, 
Inc.,  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  Par- 
amount Productions,  Paramount 
Pictures  Distributing  Corp.,  United 
Artists,  Universal,  Big  "U"  Film 
Exchange,  Warner's,  Vitagraph, 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  RKO  Distribut- 
ing Corp.,  20th-Fox  and  MPPDA 
were  the  original  defendants  in  the 
suit. 


Pittsburgh  Variety  Club 

to  Have   Harris   Memorial 


Pittsburgh  —  The  local  Variety 
Club  is  enlarging  and  renovating 
its  quarters  in  the  William  Penn 
Hotel  here  at  an  expense  of  over 
$10,000.  John  H.  Harris,  national 
chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs 
of  America,  is  donating  and  will 
completely  furnish  a  library  for  the 
Pittsburgh  Club  in  memory  of  his 
father,  the  late  Senator  John  P. 
Harris,  and  his  uncle,  the  late  Harry 
Davis,  who  were  the  pioneers  of  mo- 
tion picture  theater  operators  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  and  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Harris  Theater  Cir- 
cuit. 
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"Pioneer  Days" 

with  Jack  Randall,  June  Wilkins 
Monogram  51   Mins. 

PLENTY  OF  SHOOTING  AND  FAST  RID- 
ING SHOULD  PLEASE  WESTERN  FANS. 

Plenty  of  bullets  and  fast  riding  keep 
this  western  moving  at  a  lively  pace.  The 
locations  are  okay  and  the  story  holds  to- 
gether. Jack  Randall,  June  Wilkins,  Frank 
Yaconelli,  Nelson  McDowell  and  Ted  Adams 
head  the  cast.  Randall  makes  a  dashing 
figure  as  the  hero.  Randall  and  his  pals, 
Yaconelli  and  McDowell,  are  about  to  rob  a 
stage,  but  are  forced  to  chase  Adams  and 
his  gang  as  they  have  gotten  to  the  scene 
first.  Miss  Wilkins,  a  passenger,  fore- 
stalls a  robbery  by  thanking  them  for  sav- 
ing her  life.  Randall  has  considerable  trou- 
ble with  Adams  before  the  picture  is  over 
as  Adams  cheats  Miss  Wilkins  in  a  business 
deal  and  frames  Randall  for  a  murder,  but 
he  solves  everythng  and  turns  out  to  be  a 
secret  agent  for  the  express  company. 

CAST:  Jack  Randall,  June  Wilkins,  Frank 
Yaconelli,  Nelson  McDowell,  Ted  Adams, 
Bud  Osborne,  Robert  Walker,  Glenn  Strange. 

CREDITS:  Producer  and  Director,  Harry 
Webb;  Original  Screenplay,  Bennett  Cohen; 
Cameraman,  Edward  Kull;  Editor,  Robert 
Golden. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.   PHOTOGRAPHY,  O.K. 

Committeeman  Raps  Dies 
for  "Reds  in  Hollywood" 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
writing  a  series  of  articles  for  Lib- 
erty Magazine  on  "The  Reds  in  Hol- 
lywood." 

"The  committee  has  held  no  hear- 
ings in  relation  to  un-American  ac- 
tivities in  the  movie  colony,"  Voor- 
his  stated,  "and  the  appearance  of 
these  articles  puts  the  investiga- 
tion in  a  very  difficult  situation  and 
makes  it  hard  for  any  investigation 
not  to  be  colored  by  opinions  and 
statements. 

"The  job  of  this  committee  is  to 
take  evidence,  establish  facts  and 
then  write  a  report." 

Voorhis  assailed  Dies  for  his  lit- 
erary activities  from  the  floor  of 
the  House. 

Meanwhile,  Dr.  J.  B.  Matthews, 
Committee  research  director,  told 
The  Film  Daily  the  Hollywood  in- 
vestigatien  is  marking  time,  due  to 
the  illness  of  Dies. 


'Bullets  For 
Rustlers" 


MPRC  Re-elects  Officers 

San  Francisco  —  Motion  Picture 
Research  Council  has  re-elected  all 
officers  for  1940.  Slate  includes  Dr. 
Ray  Lyman  Wilbur,  president;  Mrs. 
Calvin  Coolidge  and  Stephen  P.  Ca- 
bot, honorary  vice-presidents;  Mrs. 
William  Cavalier,  executive  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Vernon  Skewes-Cox, 
vice-president,  and  Allen  W.  Widen- 
ham,   treasurer. 

Curby  A.  Smith,  Sr.,  Dead 

Morrilton,  Ark.— C.  A.  Smith,  69, 
father  of  Curby  A.  Smith,  Jr.,  man- 
ager of  the  Rialto  Theater  here,  died 
at  the  family  home  in  Little  Rock. 


with  Charles  Starrett,  Lorna  Gray, 
Bob   Nolan 
Columbia  58  Mins. 

WELL-PACED  WESTERN  HAS  PLENTY 
OF  ACTION  AND  SNAP. 

The  latest  of  Charles  Starrett's  western 
opuses  for  Columbia  is  on  a  par  with 
previous  releases  and  it  should  please  the 
|  cowboy  fans.  Picture  has  plenty  of  ac- 
tion worked  into  a  fast-moving  story.  The 
Sons  of  the  Pioneers  sing  pleasingly  and 
the  outdoor  locations  are  well  chosen.  Star- 
ret  is  manly  and  capable  in  the  lead  role, 
and  Lorna  Gray  provides  the  female  charm. 
Dick  Curtis,  Kenneth  MacDonald  and  Fran- 
cis Walker  fill  the  villain  roles  neatly,  and 
the  rest  of  the  cast  is  adequate.  Starrett 
is  sent  by  the  cattleman's  association  to 
Cottonwood  Valley  to  break  up  a  gang  of 
rustlers.  He  takes  the  sheriff  into  his  con- 
fidence and  the  ball  is  started  rolling.  He 
is  suspected  by  the  cattlemen  and  the  rust- 
lers at  the  same  time,  and  he  has  to  get 
out  of  a  number  of  tight  situations  before 
he   achieves   his   purpose. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Lorna  Gray,  Bob 
Nolan,  Dick  Curtis,  Kenneth  MacDonald, 
Jack  Rockwell,  Edward  LeSaint,  Francis 
Walker,  Eddie  Laughton,  Lee  Prather,  Hal 
Taliaferro,  The  Sons   of   the   Pioneers. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor, Sam  Nelson;  Original  Screenplay,  John 
Rathmell;  Cameraman,  George  Meehan; 
Editor,    Charles    Nelson. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Business  Groups  Launch 

Attack  on  Neely  Measure 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

protest  to  Congress  against  passage 
of  the  Neely  bill. 

Ed  Wilder,  executive  secretary  of 
the  local  board,  said  the  protests  are 
being  made  on  grounds  that  large 
exhibitors  of  pictures,  should  the 
bill  be  enacted,  would  be  unable 
to  get  concessions  from  the  pro- 
ducers and  distributing  companies 
upon  making  large  orders  for  pic- 
tures, but  would  be  required  to  pay 
the  same  price  to  exhibit  films  as 
operators  of  individual  theaters 
have  to  pay,  according  to  the  trade 
body. 

Further,  the  bill  would  make  it 
necessary  for  the  wholesale  distrib- 
utor to  provide  each  retail  exhibi- 
tor with  a  "synopsis"  or  detailed 
description  of  each  picture  offered, 
which,  in  reality,  would  make  it  nec- 
essary for  the  distributor  to  exhibit 
the  picture  before  offering  it  for 
sale,  to  see  that  nothing  objection- 
able is  contained  in  the  film,  the 
protest  further   stated. 


Mildo  Forms  New  Firm 

Paris  (By  Cable)— M.  Mildo,  pro- 
ducer of  "Katia,"  has  formed  a  new 
producing  company,  backed  by  a 
group  of  financiers,  and  plans  to 
make  four  pictures  during  1940-41. 


"The  Lone  Wolf 
Strikes" 

with  Warren  William,  Joan  Perry,  Eric  Blore 

Columbia  57  Mins. 

CROOK  MELLER  IS  ENTERTAINING 
FARE  FOR  AUDIENCES  GENERALLY. 

With  Warren  William  suavely  portraying 
the  role  of  Michael  Lanyard,  urbane  crook 
hero  of  the  Joseph  Vance  stories,  this  release 
is  entertaining  screenfare  for  audiences  gen- 
erally. Picture  has  plenty  of  action  and  is 
well  paced.  In  addition  to  William,  there 
are  Joan  Perry,  Eric  Blore,  Alan  Baxter,  Astrid 
Allwyn,  Montagu  Love  and  Robert  Wilcox 
to  make  the  proceedings  lively.  Fred  Kohl- 
mar  produced  and  Sidney  Salkow  directed. 
Wnen  a  murder  has  been  committed  and  a 
priceless  string  of  pearls  stolen,  William  is 
asked  by  a  friend  to  find  out  what  is  going 
on  and  recover  the  pearls  for  Joan  Perry, 
who  is  the  daughter  of  the  murdered  man. 
William  immediately  sets  out  on  his  task, 
but  has  considerable  difficulty  before  he 
finally  gets  back  the  pearls  and  turns  the 
murderer  over   to  the  police. 

CAST:  Warren  William,  Joan  Perry,  Alan 
Baxter,  Astrid  Allwyn,  Eric  Blore,  Mon- 
tagu Love,  Robert  Wilcox,  Don  Beddoe,  Fred 
A.  Kelsey,  Addison  Richards,  Roy  Gordon, 
Harland    I  ucker,  Peter  Lynn. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Fred  Kohlmar;  Direc- 
tor, Sidney  Salkow;  Screenplay,  Harry  Segall 
and  Albert  Duffy;  Story,  Daiton  irumoo; 
eased  on  a  novel  oy  Joseph  Vance;  Camera- 
man,  Henry   Freunch;   Editor,  Al   Clark. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Censorship  Fee  Measure 
Reported  Passed  in  Brazil 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

over  of  newsreels  is  expected  by 
legislative  channels  in  that  country. 

Currently,  representations  are  be- 
ing made  via  the  American  diplo- 
matic channels  to  the  Brazilian  Gov- 
ernment protesting  the  latter's  ac- 
tion, since,  it  is  claimed,  legislation 
which  has  just  been  passed  violates 
both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
existing  trade  pact  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  pact  calls  specifically  for  a  sta- 
tus in  which  U.  S.  commercial  prod- 
ucts, including  films,  will  not  be 
placed  in  a  position  more  subservient 
than  that  which  they  occupied  at  the 
time  of  the  pact's  effectuation. 

What  The  Brazilian  Government 
appears  to  be  striving  for  specifical- 
ly is  that  newsreels  from  that  coun- 
try shall  be  shown  in  the  U.  S.  in 
some  proportionate  degree  to  the  ex- 
hibition of  American  newsreels  in 
American  houses. 


Farren  Will  Freelance 

William  A.  (Bill)  Farren,  network 
and  Paramount  newsreel  announcer, 
has  resigned  after  seven  years  from 
the  NBC  announcing  staff  to  free- 
lance. Farren  has  established  busi- 
ness headquarters  with  Voices,  Inc., 
in   the  RCA  Building. 


"The  Invisible  Killer" 

with  Grace  Bradley,  Roland  Drew, 
William  Newell 

Producers  Distributing  Corp.  61  Mins. 

LIVELY  RACKET  MELLER  WIlIJVlT 
IN  NEATLY  AS  SECOND  ATTRACTION 
ON  NABE  BILLS. 

Nabe  audiences  will  be  satisfied  with 
this  release  as  a  second  attraction  on  local 
bills.  Film  is  lively  and  has  plenty  of 
acton  to  keep  it  moving.  Story  deals  with 
the  smashing  of  a  racket  ring.  Grace  Brad- 
ley is  attractive  and  able  as  a  reporter, 
and  Roland  Drew  is  equally  good  as  a  hard 
nitting  police  lieutenant.  William  Newell, 
Alex  Callam,  Frank  Coletti,  Sydney  Gray- 
ler,  and  a  cast  of  capable  players  support 
them.  Miss  Bradley  has  a  considerable 
amount  of  inside  information  on  the  local 
gambling  ring.  Drew  worries  about  this 
with  trouble  brewing  in  several  quarters. 
Murder,  more  murder  and  attempted  mur- 
der keep  Drew  busy  until  he  and  Miss  Brad- 
ley clean  up  the  gang  in  a  fast  climax. 

CAST:  Grace  Bradley,  Roland  Drew,  Wil- 
liam Newell,  Alex  Callam,  Frank  Coletti, 
Sydney  Grayler,  Glen  Wilenchick,  Boyd  Ir- 
win, Jeanne  Kelly,  David  Oliver,  Harry 
Worth,  Ernie  Adams. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Producers  Pic- 
tures Corp.;  Director,  Sherman  Stout;  Or- 
iginal Story,  Carter  Wayne;  Cameraman, 
Jack  Greenhalgh;  Editor,  H.  N.  Todd. 

DIRECTOR,  O.K.    PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Local  Republic  Sales  Meet 
Inaugurates  Regional  Series 

Eastern  regional  sales  meet  of 
Republic  opens  today  in  the  New 
York  Athletic  Club,  paving  the  way 
for  further  sessions  set  for  Chicago, 
Atlanta,  Dallas,  and  Los  Angeles. 

Plans  for  company  operations  in 
the  next  quarter  will  be  discussed, 
and  progress  in  the  last  quarter  re- 
viewed. 

On  the  agenda  today  will  be  inter- 
changes of  delegates'  views  on  the 
distribution  of  the  company's  de  luxe 
production,  "Dark  Command,"  which 
is  scheduled  for  release  on  or  about 
March  1. 

Franchise  holders  and  branch  man- 
agers from  the  Eastern  territories 
will  participate  in  the  local  huddle. 
The  Chicago  meeting  tomorrow  will 
be  held  in  the  Drake  Hotel;  the  At- 
lanta conclave  on  Feb.  15  in  the 
Henry  Grady  Hotel;  Dallas,  on  Feb. 
17,  in  the  Hotel  Adolphus;  and  the 
final  meet  at  Republic's  studios  in 
North  Hollywood  on  Feb.  19. 


Bondholders  Accept  Offer 

Chicago — Majority  of  the  bond- 
holders of  the  Sheridan  Theater 
Building  at  4038  Sheridan  Road, 
have  accepted  the  offer  to  sell  their 
interest  to  William  J.  McCormack 
for  $155,000.  The  American  Na- 
tional Bank  and  Trust  Company  is 
trustee.  The  2,649-seater  is  leased 
to  the  Greater  Chicago  Theater 
Corp.,  an  Essaness  subsidiary,  on 
a  long-time  lease. 
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REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


"Siege" 

RKO  Pathe  News  10  mins. 

Excellent  War  Short 

Filmed  in  and  around  Warsaw 
while  the  city  was  being  constantly 
borr^d  and  bombarded  by  long- 
rai^^  German  artillery,  this  short 
is  probably  the  most  honest  and  pic- 
torially  excellent  document  of  the 
European  war  to  date.  Photographed 
and  narrated  by  Julien  Bryan,  Pathe 
[cameraman,  it  tells  the  story  of  the 
i  Polish  people.  It  shows  the  destruc- 
tion, death  and  despair  forced  upon 
a  peaceful  nation,  and  serves  as  a 
warning  of  what  war  does  in  its  mod- 
iern  ferocity.  Men,  women,  children, 
grimly  silent  though  suffering  loss  of 
families,  homes,  wounds  and  a  way 
of  living.  Hospitals  bombed  and 
scores  of  mothers  with  children  a 
few  days  old  huddled  in  damp  cellars 
to  escape  the  ruthless  and  unending 
bombing  attacks  will  bring  a  catch 
in  anybody's  throat.  Women  lying 
dead  in  potato  fields,  machine  gunned 
by  planes;  gaping  craters  in  churches 
and  religious  relics  smashed;  men, 
women  and  horses  dead  in  streets 
from  bombs  and  machine  gun  bullets 
from  the  air;  all  this  and  more  is 
shown  in  the  film.  One  spectacular 
shot  depicts  a  German  plane  falling 
in  flames,  but  Bryan  has  focused  his 
camera  on  the  people,  and  the  re- 
sults of  the  war  on  them,  rather  than 
on  actual  combat.  The  result  shown 
is  a  horrible  nightmare  that  is  no 
longer  a  nightmare  in  Europe,  but 
a  grim  and  terrible  reality.  Frederic 
Ullman,  Jr.  and  Frank  Donovan  pro- 
duced and  edited  the  reel. 


"Harvest  Time" 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Excellent  Cartoon 

Filmed  in  Technicolor,  this  is  one 
of  the  best  cartoons  Paul  Terry  has 
produced  to  date.  The  characters 
in  the  reel  are  entertaining  and  any 
type  of  audience  should  get  a  big 
kick  out  of  it.  Depicting  the  glories 
of  an  opulent  countryside  at  har- 
vest time,  the  reel  introduces  the 
busy  bugs  who  are  storing  up  their 
winter  supplies.  Their  activities  will 
get  plenty  of  laughs.  However, 
everybody  doesn't  work,  and  a  vaga- 
bond grasshopper  comes  along  with 
his  fiddle.  He  gets  into  trouble 
on  several  occasions,  but  when  a 
spider  captures  the  leading  lady  in 
the  bugs  pageant  when  their  work  is 
done    and    the    grasshopper   rescues 


her,   he   becomes   quite   a   figure  in 
bugville. 


"Double  Or  Nothing" 

Warners  20  mins. 

Fairly   Entertaining 

Lee  Dixon  gets  in  a  dentist's  chair 
and  sees  a  number  of  stars'  dou- 
bles while  under  the  influence  of 
gas.  Outstanding  are  the  imperso- 
nations of  Mae  West,  Eddie  Cantor, 
ZaSu  Pitts  and  Hugh  Herbert.  A 
number  of  other  stars  are  also  rep- 
resented by  doubles.  Two  reeler 
uses  a  Hollywood  studio  setting 
for  doubles  to  make  a  few  scenes. 
There  are  also  several  specialty 
songs  and  a  dance  routine  by  Lee 
Dixon.  Roy  Mack  was  the  direc- 
tor.   

"Africa    Squeaks" 
Warners  7  mins. 

Very  Good  Cartoon 

Porky  Pig  sets  out  on  a  trek 
through  the  African  jungle,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  belly  laughs  be- 
fore the  windup.  Porky  encounters 
a  number  of  strange  sights  en  route, 
only  possible  in  cartoon  Africa.  Af- 
ter a  vain  search  for  Livingston  he 
finds  a  currently  popular  radio  star 
to  provide  a  musical  ending.  Leon 
Schlesinger  produced  the  reel. 


"The  Horrors  Of  War" 

Merit  Pictures  51  mins. 

Flimsy  Documentary 

Presented  as  a  documentary  film, 
despite  a  preachment  against  any 
entanglement  in  foreign  wars  by  this 
country,  this  release  apparently  con- 
sists in  its  entirety  of  clips  from 
newsreels  and  old  features.  It  seem- 
ingly has  been  thrown  together  hast- 
ily and  fails  to  put  over  its  message 
in  convincing  fashion.  Some  scenes 
are  also  repeated,  and  few  will  fail 
to  note  that.  Trick  photography  is 
used  to  point  "up  some  of  the  se- 
quences. Sound  effects  are  spotty. 
Maple  Attractions  was  the  producer. 

"Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra" 

Warners  10  mins. 

Fast   Musical 

Using  a  night  club  setting  the 
band  plays  several  numbers.  Ruth 
Petty  assists  the  ork  as  a  vocalist, 
and  Gloria  Rich  dances.  Apollon's 
brother  gets  laughs  in  a  gag  se- 
quence and  reel  winds  up  with  "Mu- 
sic Maestro  Please."  It  is  suitable 
for  any  type  of  audience.  Roy  Mack 
directed. 


N.  Y.  Critics  Acclaim  Disney's     Pinocchio 


TIMES:  ...  the  best  thing  Mr.  Disney 
has  done  and  therefore  the  best  cartoon  ever 
made. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  It  is  pure  animated 
cartoon,  fashioned  with  the  rarest  of  artistry. 
In    short,    "Pinocchio"    is   another    masterpiece. 

DAILY  NEWS :  ...  the  most  enchanting 
film    ever    brought   to    the   screen. 

DAILY  MIRROR:  This  is  really  grand 
and   happy  stuff.      Don't  miss  it. 

WORLD-TELEGRAM:  It  is  a  lovable 
film,    full    of    endearing    bits    of    comic    char- 


acterization and  incident — one  that  leaves  you 
tingling    with   joy    and    laughter. 

SUN:  ...  a  screen  classic,  another  of 
Walt    Disney's     cheerful     masterpieces. 

JOURNAL  and  AMERICAN:  "Pinocchio" 
is  picture  making  at  its  best. 

POST:  To  put  it  in  the  simplest  possible 
terms,  this  film  is  fantastically  delightful, 
absolutely  perfect,  and  a  work  of  pure,  un- 
adulterated  genius. 

EAGLE:  There  is  a  pair  of  everything  good 
in  "Pinocchio."  There  is  no  other  way 
in   which   Disney  could   surpass   Disney. 
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EXHI8,  LEADERS  COOL 
TO  MICHIGAN  PROPOSAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  mandatory,  and  include  cancel- 
lation privileges  up  to  25  p. a,  non- 
forcing  of  shorts,  elimination  of 
score  charges,  identification  of  pic- 
tures contracted  for  and  cancella- 
tion by  producers  of  a  part  of  a 
block  but  not  so  that  it  will  affect 
the  exhibitors'  cancellation  percent- 
age. 

While  some  exhibitors  were  of 
the  opinion  that  the  idea  had  some 
merit,  it  was  generally  agreed  that 
it  would  not  be  practical  to  foster 
such  a  move  at  this  time.     It  was 

also  understood  that  Co-operative 
sought  to  introduce  its  proposals  as 
a  new  bill  and  not  as  provisions  to 
be  added  to  the  Senate-passed  meas- 
ure. 

The  consensus  was  that  Co-opera- 
tive's proposals  called  for  greater 
Government  regulation  than  that 
which  opponents  of  the  bill  claim 
would  be  imposed  if  the  bill  should 
be   passed. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president, 
in  commenting  on  the  Michigan  or- 
ganization's platform,  said  that  it 
was  "almost  identical  with  the  trade 
relations  plan  for  which  the  MPTOA 
has  fought  for  years,"  but  he  added 
that  he  did  not  think  it  advisable 
or  practical  to  offer  amendments  to 
the  "already  impossible  Neely  bill 
along  this  line." 

Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  general 
counsel  and  board  chairman,  in 
Washington,  declined  to  comment 
until  he  had  given  the  Michigan  pro- 
posal  further   study. 

Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president, 
said  that  he  was  against  the  amend- 
ments, but  admitted  that  the  arbi- 
tration proposal  would  be  good  if  it 
could  be  brought  into  operation  with- 
out legislation.  But,  he  added,  the 
Neely  bill,  itself,  "is  terrible." 

Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTOA  leader 
of  St.  Louis,  was  one  who  endorsed 
the  proposals.  "I  heartily  aaree 
with  Co-operative  Theaters  of  Mich- 
igan regarding  suggested  amend- 
ments to  the  Neely  bill,"  he  wired  to 
The  Film  Daily,  adding  that  the 
bill  "in  its  present  form  would  be 
disastrous  to  small  theater  owners." 

Other  comments  were: 

Fred  Herrington,  secretary  of  Al- 
lied of  Western  Pennsylvania:  "My 
organization  repeatedly  has  gone  on 
record  for  the  Neely  bill  as  now  be- 
ing sponsored.  We  are  still  satis- 
fied as  to  its  merits  and  stand 
thereby." 

Max  Cohen,  president  of  New 
York  Allied:  "We  need  no  legisla- 
tion to  cure  the  evils  in  this  busi- 
ness.    It  can  be  done  from  within." 

H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  exhibitor 
relations  for  RKO:  "I  believe  Co-op- 
erative's proposals  would  make  the 
recently  discarded  code  a  Federal 
law.     This  might  be  made  severe  to 


n€UIS  Of  TH€  DRV 


Detroit — Fred  Schader,  former  di- 
rector of  publicity  for  the  Fox  The- 
ater, has  been  named  local  repre- 
sentative for  Theater  Authority, 
representing  the  welfare  depart- 
ments of  the  united  theatrical 
unions. 


Detroit — Loyal  Theater  Co.  is  be- 
ing incorporated  as  a  Michigan  com- 
pany, with  a  capitalization  of  $50,- 
000,  by  David  E.  Flayer,  owner  of 
the  Amo,  who  is  sole  stockholder 
listed. 


Chicago — Sam  Levine  of  B  &  K's 
Luna  Theater  has  been  named  as 
manager  of  the  Belpark  Theater, 
succeeding  the  late  Harry  Hadfield. 
Levine  also  will  continue  to  super- 
vise operation  of  the  Luna  Theater. 


Huntsville,  Ark.— The  Dixie  The- 
ater, recently  destroyed  by  fire,  will 
be  rebuilt,  according  to  Carl  Pres- 
ley, owner. 


Oklahoma  City — James  Milt  Gar- 
rison of  Dallas,  Texas,  has  been 
named  the  new  manager  of  the 
Variety  Club  club  rooms  in  the  pent- 


house of  the  Black  Hotel  here.     He 
succeeds  Don  Wittington,  resigned. 


North  Platte,  Neb. — Vem  Austin 
has  resigned  as  manager  of  the  State, 
a  Bob  Mapel  house,  and  has  been 
succeeded  by  his  brother,  Lee  Aus- 
tin. 


Deadwood,  S.  D. — Leo  Peterson 
has  sold  his  interests  in  the  Black 
Hills  Amusement  Co.  to  the  other 
partners,  Charles  Klein  and  John  A. 
Bertalero.  The  latter  also  will  man- 
age the  company  theaters  in  Rapid 
City,  S.  D. 


Denver — Clyde  Anderson,  manager 
of  the  Civic  Theater's  Oriental,  has 
resigned  and  gone  to  Helena,  Mont., 
where  he  will  manage  the  Rio  for 
Fox.  Ted  Kirkmyer,  who  has  been 
city  manager  there,  will  devote  his 
full  time  to  the  Marlow.  Herbert 
Thornbrough,  manager  of  the  Egyp- 
tian, has  been  moved  to  the  Oriental 
job,  while  Si  Gertz,  away  from  the 
Civic  Theaters  for  some  time,  returns 
as  manager  of  the  Egyptian,  as  well 
as  editor  of  the  Civic  News,  the  pub- 
licity paper  of  the  group. 


British  Malayan  Theater 

Business  Said  Improved 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

materially  decreased  unemployment, 
has  improved  theater  business  in 
the  territory  considerably,  Keith 
Goldsmith,  managing  director  of  the 
20th-Fox  Singapore  office  covering 
British  Malaya,  British  North  Bor- 
neo and  Siam,  reported  upon  his  ar- 
rival here  this  week. 

Goldsmith  is  here  to  confer  with 
home  office  executives  and  take  a 
vacation.  He  stated  that  censor- 
ship has  been  eased  on  a  number 
of  pictures  dealing  with  espionage 
and  similar  subjects  since  the  start 
of  the  war.  For  the  dual  purpose 
of  propaganda  and  keeping  the  pub- 
lic entertained  and  informed,  there 
has  been  no  limitation  set  on  news- 
reel  shipments  to  the  territory  from 
England  by  air,  it  was  learned. 

He  also  reported  that  theater  mo- 
nopolies which  have  existed  in  Singa- 
pore and  Bangkok,  Siam,  have  been 
broken  recently,  resulting  in  new 
theater  construction  and  more  play- 
ing time  for  distributors.  He  re- 
lated an  interesting  sidelight  on  the 
war  regarding  the  British  military 
to  the  effect  that  British  soldiers 
below  the  rank  of  major  are  admitted 
to  theaters  at  half  price. 


some  than  the  Neely  bill  as  it  would 
tend  to  result  in  Government  regu- 
lation." 

Sidney  Samuelson,  Allied  of  East- 
ern Pennsylvania:  "I  stand  with  my 
organization  for  the  bill  as  passed 
by  the   Senate." 


"Ehrlich"  Gives  Memphis 
House  Best  Biz  in  7  Years 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Theater,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  today, 
where  it  was  also  accorded  a  special 
campaign. 

An  innovation  in  the  handling  of 
preview  reactions,  a  teletype  ma- 
chine and  operator  were  stationed 
in  the  Warner  lobby,  flanked  by 
booth  for  interviewers  from  the 
Memphis  Press-Scimitar  and  Com- 
mercial Appeal,  and  special  repre- 
sentative of  Postal  Telegraph.  Com- 
ments from  patrons  leaving  the  the- 
ater after  the  first  evening  showing 
were  transmitted  for  nation-wide 
dissemination  to  leading  U.  S.  ex- 
hibitors, Warner  home  office  and 
studio  executives,  as  well  as  to  all 
of  the  company's  district  and  branch 
managers  and  the  amusement  desks 
of  Metropolitan  newspapers  in  key 
cities. 

Local  Press-Scimitar,  viewing  the 
pix  as  an  important  public  service, 
placed  its  resources  behind  the  pic- 
ture, and  it  is  understood  Warners 
will  try  for  similar  press  co-op.  in 
all  spots. 


Two  Features  for  Tele 

NBC  will  televise  two  feature 
films  next  week,  "Corsair"  being  set 
for  Friday  afternoon  and  "Thunder- 
bolt" for  Saturday  afternoon. 


Hart  Fights  Pneumonia 

Akron — Willard  C.  Hart,  owner  of 
the  Rialto  Theater  is  ill  at  the  Akron 
City  Hospital,  suffering  with  pneu- 
monia. 


RADIO  GIVEAWAY  KICKS 
REFERRED  TO  D  OF  J 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gram,  recently  broadcast  by  Kan- 
san  and  Texan  stations,  and  spon- 
sored   by   a    baking   company. 

Decision  to  shift  the  comf^.nts 
to  the  D  of  J  followed  full  coTsl'his- 
sion  discussion  of  the  FCC's  power 
to  act  on  complaints  on  programs 
involving  gifts  of  money  by  chance. 
Complaints,  filed  by  exhibitor 
groups  and  circuits,  charged  the 
programs  violated  Section  316  of 
the  Communications  Act  which  pro- 
hibits broadcasting  of  ".  .  .  any  ad- 
vertising, or  information  concerning 
any  lottery,  gift  enterprise  or  simi- 
lar schemes.  .  ." 

The  Commission,  it  is  understood, 
was  unable  to  agree  on  its  own  au- 
thority to  act  in  the  matter,  some 
commissioners  feeling  that  provis- 
ions in  the  Act  also  prohibited  ac- 
tion on  program  material.  Fear  of 
the  cry  of  censorship  was  a  factor, 
it  is  reported. 

In  referring  the  issue  of  the  D  of 
J,  the  Commission  indicated  that  any 
assistance  desired  would  be  immed- 
iately given. 


ITO  of  Ohio  Postpones 
Action  on  Air  Giveaways 

Columbus,  O. — Board  of  Directors 
of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  meeting  here 
yesterday,  again  deferred  action  on 
the  proposed  "insurance  plan"  to 
combat  radio's  major  giveaway,  the 
Horace  Heidt  Pot  o'  Gold  program, 
sponsored  by  Turns. 

Board  first  tackled  the  plan, 
backed  by  Pete  J.  Wood,  secretary 
of  the  ITO,  and  contemplating  a 
counter  offer  of  double  the  $1,000 
Pot  o'  Gold  award,  at  a  parley  on 
Tuesday,  but  marked  time  until  yes- 
terday when  it  was  announced  that 
Wood  would  make  a  final  stab  at 
lining  up  Cleveland  exhibs.  as  a 
group  next  Tuesday. 

In  all  probability  the  campaign 
will  be  dropped  unless  the  Cleveland 
group  participates,  but  a  majority  of 
the  indie  operators  there  apparently 
prefer  their  own  setup. 

ITO  directors  are  cold  to  the  idea 
of  increasing  the  ante  per  seat  so 
as  to  enable  those  already  signed  up 
to  get  under  way. 

When  the  proposed  campaign  was 
announced  10  weeks  ago,  the  mini- 
mum was  set  at  200,000  seats.  To 
date,  the  total,  including  the  highly 
doubtful  Lake  City  theaters,  would 
hardly  reach  150,000.  However, 
Wood  stated  they  will  start  at  once, 
despite  the  border  line  number  of 
participants,  if  the  Cleveland  ex- 
hibitors will  consolidate  activities. 


DeVry  Appoints  Reps. 

Chicago — The  DeVry  Co.  has  ap- 
pointed the  Mulnix  Sound  System, 
Denver,  representative  for  Colorado 
and  Wyoming;  Walker  Cottrell  of 
Richmond  for  the  Virginia  territory, 
B.  F.  Schearer  &  Co.,  Seattle,  for 
Oregon  and  Washington  territory. 


M      i 
Z  \\ 

N 


I >  IV  I  )  t  )       I  ) 
W      4  A       ST 


S  T 


Intimate  in  Character 
international  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


n0  ^'oT  REMOTE 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


ro:^7.  NO.  30 


NEW  YORK.  MONDAY.  FEBRUARY  12.  1940 


TEN  CENTS 


106  Cases  Settled  by  Arbitration  in  Canada  in  1939 

MAYERjAYS  70%  POLJCfON  GWTW  SUCCESSFUL 

Brandt  Expansion  Plans  Include  11  New  England  Towns 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Equity  Trial  on   May  1 

=====     By  L.  H.  MITCHELL     ===== 


DOMESTIC 

EQUITY  SUIT:  The  Government's 
jquity  suit  against  the  majors  was 
set  to  start  May  1.  Gov't  agreed  to 
inswer  50  interrogatories.  March 
L  was  set  as  final  date  for  answers 

.  .  Harry  Cohn,  examined  by  Gov't, 
stated  Columbia  had  never  considered 
Duying  theaters. 

*         *         * 

EXHIBITION:  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  was  reported  to  have  grossed 
$3,500,000  in  seven  weeks,  with  $2,- 
300,000  weeks  in  sight  for  an  in- 
definite number  of  weeks  as  bookings 
increase  to  150.  Some  observers  pre- 
dicted that  the  picture  would  gross 
$25,000,000  . . .  Walt  Disney's  "Pinoc- 
zhio"  opened  at  the  New  York  Cen- 
ter Theater  to  the  greatest  rave  no- 
tices N.  Y.  critics  have  ever  accord- 
ed a  picture,  cartoon  or  otherwise, 
and  is  attracting  great  business. 


PRODUCTION:  Studio  produc- 
tion stepped  up  with  nine  new  films 
going  before  the  cameras  .  .  .  Har- 
old Lloyd's  first  for  RKO  will  be 
"Three  Girls  and  a  Gob"  .  .  .  M-G-M 
is  set  on  a  sequel  to  "Boys'  Town," 
with  Father  Flanagan  of  Boys'  Town 
making  a  film  appearance  at  a  re- 
ported price  of  $100,000.  Firm  is 
considered  Eli  Yale  biog.  role  for 
Spencer  Tracy,  and  has  bought  "Port 
of  Hope,"  "Children's  Crusade"  and 
"Old  Lady  31"  .  .  .  George  Bancroft, 
former  Para,  star,  returns  to  the 
company  in  Cecil  de  Mille's  "North- 
west Mounted  Police."  Para,  is  seek- 
ing Charles  Boyer  for  lead  in  Joseph 
Conrad's  "Victory"  .  .  .  RKO  sets 
"Water  Gypsies"  for  Maureen 
O'Hara,  with  Erich  Pommer  direct- 
ing .  .  .  Warners  cast  Edward  G. 
Robinson  in  biog.  film  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  .  .  .  Grover  Jones  and  Rich- 
ard Wallace  will  produce  three  pix 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


New  Houses  Planned  for  Rhode 

Island,  Connecticut, 

Massachusetts 

Plans  for  the  expansion  of  the 
Brandt  circuit  to  include  the  con- 
struction of  modern  type  theaters 
in  11  spots  in  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts  were  an- 
nounced over  the  week-end  by  Harry 
Brandt,  president.  The  new  houses 
will  be  built  along  Colonial  lines  and 
will  have  facilities  for  adding  tele- 
vision to  the  programs  when  that 
form      of     entertainment     can     be 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


COLUMBIA  CAMPAIGN 
TO  HONOR  MONTAGUE 


Columbia's  annual  sales  and  bill- 
ing drive  has  been  dubbed  Mon- 
tague 15th  Anniversary  Campaign 
as  a  tribute  to  its  general  sales  man- 
ager, who  rounds  out  this  year  a 
decade  and  a  half  of  company  ser- 

( Continued  on  Page  5) 

20th-Fox  Sets  New  Record 
For  Sales;  10,964  Pacts 

Twentieth-Fox  at  the  week-end 
had  established  a  new  company  rec- 
ord for  contracts  closed,  with  10,964 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


FOUR  $750,000 
REP.  SPECIALS 

Company  Plans  52  features, 
Four  Serials — Yates 


Republic  will  produce  no  fewer 
than  52  features  and  four  serials 
for  the  1940-41  season,  with  four 
specials  budgeted  at  $750,000  apiece, 
Herbert  J.  Yates  stated  before  he 
left  for  the  Coast  Friday  night  via 
Chicago.  Yates  also  disclosed  that 
plans  are  under  way  to  expand  the 
company's  exchange  system  wher- 
ever satisfactory  deals  can't  be 
worked  out  with  franchise  holders. 

Disclosure  of  the  number  of  pix 
on  new  program  which  Yates  and 
James  R.  Grainger,  prexy  and  sales 
chieftain,  will  set  at  Coast  Confer- 
ences in  the  next  few  weeks  came 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Producers,  Unions  Confer 
Thursday  on  Wage  Issue 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — First  conference  be- 
tween producers  and  labor  represen- 
tatives regarding  request  of  pro- 
ducers that  studio  unions  agree  to 
rescind  the  10  per  cent  pay  increase 
given  them  will  be  held  Thursday. 
Approximately  15,000  studio  workers 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Film  Arbitration  Boards  in  Dominion 
Settled  106  Cases  by  Awards  in  1939 


Circuit  Court  Sets  Aside 

Writ  in  Mori  Trust  Case 


Philadelphia— U.  S.  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  here  on  Friday  set  aside 
the  preliminary  injunction  issued  on 
Nov.  6  last  by  Federal  Judge  William 
H.  Kirkpatrick  in  the  Mori  (Vine- 
land,  N.  J.)   anti-trust  action.  Writ 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Toronto — Operation  of  the  film  ar- 
bitration boards  in  the  Dominion 
continued  highly  satisfactory  in 
1939,  the  figures  for  the  past  year 
showing  225  complaints  filed.  A  to- 
tal of  106  awards  were  made,  and  74 
cases  were  adjusted  before  consid- 
eration. In  1938,  there  were  238 
cases  of  which  121  were  settled  by 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Only  Two  or  Three  Theaters 

Playing  "Wind"  Failed 

To  Show  Profit 

By  H.  F.  REVES 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Detroit  —  Metro's   GWTW   sales 
policy  through  which  exhibitors  play- 
ing   the    picture    on    the    company's 
70    per    cent 
terms  are 
guar  anteed 
against     loss 
has     clicked, 
Louis    B. 
Mayer,    com- 
pany's   pro- 
duction chief, 
disclosed 
here. 

Mayer,  ad- 
dressing 
a  civic  lun- 
cheon audi- 
ence of  400 
at  the  Book 
Cadillac  in  connection  with  the  Port 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

S-l  ASKING  MILLION 
FOR  GWTW  ON  RADIO? 


LOUIS  B.   MAYER 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Radio  serial  rights  to 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  are  being 
talked    between    David    O.    Selznick 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Milton  Schwarzwald  in  Charge 
of  'U'  Exploitation,  Music  Pix 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Universal    announced 

at  the  week-end  that  Milton  Schwarz- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


The  Weeh's  Quip 

Detroit — Quip  of  the  week,  local  ex- 
hibs.  are  agreed,  was  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers',  "Contrary  to  general  belief,  we 
will  not  charge  70  per  cent  for  'Young 
Tom  Edison',"  voiced  by  Metro's  sales 
chief  at  Friday's  Book  Cadillac 
luncheon  attended  by  400. 
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f  monciflL 

(QUOTATIONS   AS    OF   FRIDAY) 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low    Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 10'/4     lOVs     10'/8   +     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2Vi%)    7  7  7         

Columbia   Picts.   pf d 

Con.   Fm.  Ind 1  1  1  

Con.  Fm.  Ind.  pfd 

East.   Kodak   161       159/2  159l/2  —     Vz 

do  pfd 177       177       177       +  1 

Cen.    Th.    Eq W/s     123/4     12%   +     V4 

Loew's,  Inc 36%    36%    36%     

do    pfd 1081/g  1081/s  1081/s   +     1/2 

Paramount    7V4       7l/8       Vfy  +     % 

Paramount    1st    pfd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd...     9  8%      9       +     % 

Pathe  Film   10%     10%     W2   +     14 

RKO     1%       1%       1%     

20th    Century-Fox    ..12        11%     11%  +     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 94         93         94         

Warner  Bros 4  3%       3%     

do     pfd 471/2      471/2      471/2—      % 

NEW  YORK    BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101i/4  101 1/4  101 1/4     

Loew's    deb.    3y2s46.103       102%  103       +     % 

Para.   B'way  3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 i/4s47    85         85         85         

RKO  6s41    623/s     59%     623/8   -f-  4% 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  863/8     86V4     86y4     

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor 16         153/4     153/4—     % 

Trans-Lux     1%       1%       1%     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     4V4       4i/8       4y8  —     i/a 

Universal    Picts 11         11         11        +     % 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER  SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe  Film  7  pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.    Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..   71%     73i/2 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 67         69 


PROGRESS 
FILM   LIBRARY 


STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 
Conveniently  Catalogued 


729  SEVENTH  AVE.  N.Y.C. 

BRYANT  9-5600 


B  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

Cone  With  the  Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)— 9th  week c3P!t°! 

The    Grapes    of    Wrath    (20th    Century-Fox)— 3rd    week .Rivoli 

The   Fighting  Sixty-Ninth    (Warner  Bros.   Pictures)— 3rd   week Strand 

Little  Old    New   York    (20th   Century-Fox)— 2nd   week ..Roxy 

Pinocchio     (RKO    Radio    Pictures-Disney) Center 

Green  Hell   (Universal  Pictures)— 2nd  week,  last  day • Rwlto 

Swiss   Family   Robinson    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) Music    Hall 

Congo    Maisie     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Criterion 

Ceronimo    (Paramount   Pictures)     Paramount 

British    Intelligence    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) ..Globe 

Bullets    for    Rustlers    (Columbia    Pictures) • Central 

He    Married    His   Wife    (20th    Century-Fox)     (a-b) Palace 

Calling  Philo  Vance    (Warner  Bros.   Pictures)    (a) Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUNS    ♦ 

Gone   With    the   Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)— 9th    week Astor 

♦   FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES   ♦ 

Harvest     (French     Cinema     Center)— 20th     week World 

Entente  Cordiale  (Concord  Films)— 8th  week -55th  St.  Playhouse 

Overture    to    Glory Cameo 

Louise    (Mayer-Burstyn) — 2nd    week • Little    Carnegie 

Between  Two  Worlds  ( Esperia  Pictures) Cinecitta 

Caballo   a    Caballo    (Columbia    Pictures)     (a) 48th    St.    Theater 

Mexico  Lindo   (Azteca  Films)    (a) 48th  St.  Theater 

Ultimatum    (J.   H.    Hoffberg) — 2nd   week 5th   Ave.    Playhouse 

Skeleton  on   Horseback    (Mike   Mindlin) — 2nd   week Belmont 

♦   FUTURE  OPENINGS   ♦ 

The  Saint's   Double   Trouble    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) — opens   tomorrow Rialto 

The  Sidewalks  of  London   (Paramount  Pictures) — Feb.  14 Paramount 

Of  Mice  and   Men    (United  Artists-Hal   Roach)— Feb.    16 Roxy 

Our  Neighbors,   the  Carters    (Paramount  Pictures) — Feb.    15 Criterion 

Dr.   Ehrlich's   Magic   Bullet    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures)— Feb.   23 Strand 

Rebecca    (United   Artists)    (c) Music    Hall 

Invisible  Stripes   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) — Feb.    15    (a-b) ; Palace 

Honeymoon   Deferred    (Universal   Pictures)    (a) Palace 

Foreign 

The    Baker's    Wife    (The    Baker's    Wife    Co.)— Feb.    26 World 

The   Human   Beast   (Juno   Films)— Feb.   19 55th   St.   Playhouse 

We  Were  Seven  Widows   (Esperia   Films) — Feb.   15 Cinecitta 

(a)    Dual   bill,      (b)    Subsequent   run.      (c)    Follows  current   bill. 


Motion  to  Strike  Answers 
in  H.  &  S.  Sonn  Suit  Denied 


Application  of  H.  &  S.  Sonn,  Inc., 
to  strike  out  the  answers  of  the 
White  Plains  Hamilton  Corp.,  RKO 
Film  Booking  Corp.,  and  RKO  Ser- 
vice Corp.,  was  denied  Friday  by 
New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Philip  J.  McCook.  H.  &  S.  Sonn, 
Inc.,  had  brought  suit  for  $200,000 
damages  against  the  defendants  for 
alleged  breach  of  a  lease  under 
which  the  defendants  were  to  pay 
50  per  cent  of  net  profits  of  the  RKO 
Hamilton  Theater  in  White  Plains, 
plus  an  annual  rental  to  the  plaintiff. 
The  plaintiff  charged  in  its  motion  the 
defendants  with  disobeying  an  Ap- 
pellate Division  order  directing  a 
sweeping  examination  of  records  of 
the  defendants. 


"Fighting  69th"  Is  Held 
Over  in  All  365  Bookings 

Holdovers  on  Warners  "The  Fight- 
ing 69th"  were  100  per  cent  last 
week  in  all  365  situations  where  it 
has  opened  and  is  now  playing,  it 
was  learned  at  the  week-end.  In  11 
key  cities,  pix  has  been  held  for  a 
third  week. 


"Bank  Roll"  No  Lottery 

Indianapolis  Jury  Rules 

Indianapolis  —  "Bank  Roll,"  the- 
ater game,  is  no  lottery,  a  Municipal 
Court  jury  found  in  the  case  of  Orin 
J.  Moore,  manager  of  the  Ohio  the- 
ater, and  James  Kenny,  house  at- 
tache. 


Rodner  to  Select  Stars 

for  Will  Rogers  Short 

Harold  Rodner,  Warner  exec,  and 
vice-president  of  the  Will  Rogers 
Memorial  Fund,  leaves  for  the  Coast 
tonight  to  supervise  the  selection 
of  stars  and  the  arrangements  for 
the  filming  of  the  annual  Will  Rog- 
ers short  subject.  Reel  will  be  shown 
in  theaters  throughout  the  country 
during  Will  Rogers  National  The- 
ater Week,  beginning  April  18.  Pix 
will  again  be  filmed  at  one  of  the 
major  studios. 


Gable,  Tracy,  Colbert  and 
Lamarr  for  "Boom  Town" 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Clark  Gable,  Spencer 
Tracy,  Claudette  Colbert  and  Hedy 
Lamarr  have  been  signed  for  M- 
G-M's  "Boom  Town."  Frank  Mor- 
gan and  Walter  Brennan  are  set 
for  important  roles.  Jack  Conway 
will  direct  and  Sam  Zimbalist  pro- 
duce. 


Aussenberg  Named  European 
Representative  for  DeVry 

Appointment  of  Julius  Aussenberg 
as  English  and  general  European 
representative  for  the  DeVry  Corp. 
was  announced  Friday  by  Herman 
DeVry.  Aussenberg  was  general 
European  representative  for  11 
years  for  William  Fox  and  has  also 
been  interested  in  production  on  the 
Coast.  Date  for  his  departure  is 
indefinite. 


cominG  nno  come; 


HERBERT  J.  YATES  and  JAMES  R.  GRAINCER 
left   for   Hollywood   Friday   night,   with   stopover  ' 
scheduled  in  Chicago  this  week  to  hold  a  regional 
sales    meeting. 

HERMAN  DE  VRY  left  New  York  Friday 
night  for  Chicago.  /fIi- 

BENJAMIN     MIGCINS,     continental^ropear, 
manager   for  20th-Fox,   was   scheduled   to   go   tc 
Florida    over    the    week-end    for    a    short    stay.  I 
He   arrived   here  last  week   from   Europe   on   the 
Washington. 

MRS.   DAVID  E.   ROSE,  wife  of  Para.'s  London^ 
production    head,    sailed    Friday    on    the    Wash- 
ington   for   London. 

WILLIAM  WYLER  and  MRS.  WYLER  arrive  in 
New  York  this  morning  from  the  Coast. 

A.    C.    BROWN,    foreign    traveling   auditor    for 
Paramount,  sailed  on  the  Washington   Friday  for 
Europe.       Another    passenger   was    MRS.    W.    R.  I 
WEBB,    wife    of    the    vice-chairman    of    Eastman 
Kodak  Co. 

RUTH  RICH,  secretary  for  Gus  S.  Eyssel  of  the 
Music  Hall,  left  Saturday  for  a  two-week  vaca- 
tion  in   Florida. 

REGINALD  REUBENSON,  English  distributor, 
sailed  on   the  Rex  Saturday. 

JAMES    ROOSEVELT    will    go    to    Philadelph 
to    deliver    a    Washington's    birthday    address 
Independence    Hall. 

WILLIAM  J.  FADIMAN,  M-C-M's  Eastern  sto  . 
editor,  is  conferring  with  studio  production 
execs,    in    Hollywood. 

FRED  ASTAIRE  and  his  wife  were  scheduled 
to  leave  the  Coast  at  the  week-end  for  Nev, 
York. 

MRS.  EMILY  HOLT,  AFRA  exec,  secretary 
has  returned  from  the  Coast. 

FRED  MACMURRAY  and  CLAUDE  BINYON 
are   on   a    Mexican    hunting   expedition. 

MARCO  WOLFE  and  HARRY  ARTHUR  left 
the  Coast  at  the  week-end  for  St.   Louis. 

ALEX  MANTA  of  the  Indiana  and  Illinois 
Theater  Circuit  has  returned  to  Chicago  from 
New  York. 

HARRY  SHERMAN  left  New  York  Saturday  for 
the  Coast,  with  stopovers  in  Chicago  and  Mil- 
waukee  planned. 

WALLACE  WOLFE,  Chief  RCA  Photophone  | 
Engineer  at  Hollywood,  is  on  a  two-week  busi-J 
ness  visit  to  the  Photophone  laboratories  at] 
Camden    and    New    York. 

DAVID     "SKIP"     WESHNER,     Warner    district] 
manager,   with   Philly   headquarters,    is   vacation- 
ing   in    Florida. 

HAROLD  RODNER  of  Warners  leaves  for  the 
Coast  tonight. 


MALE  SECRETARY 

Let  me  lessen  your  burdens  Mr. 
Busy  Executive! 

An  able  assistant  with  unlimited 
qualifications.  Thoroughly  familiar  with 
pictures,  theatres  and  radio. 

Competent  in  taking  complete 
charge  of  an  office  and  all  details  to 
the  most  minute  degree. 

Merit  and  competency  with  affida- 
vits and  recommendations  to  substan- 
tiate same. 

THE   FILM   DAILY 

Box  N. 

1501  Broadway  New  York  City 
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They  quit  the  side- 
walks of  MIAMI 
in  droves  for  the 
"SIDEWALKS  OF 
LONDON"  to  see 
Charles    Laughton 
and  Vivien  Leigh 
(famous   for   her 
Scarlett  O'Hara  per- 
formance) when  this 
Paramount  release 
of  the  Pommer- 
Laughton  "May- 
flower" Production 
the  whole  country's 
waiting  for,  played 
Miami  Beach. 

They  quit  the  side- 
walks  of  LOS 
ANGELES  for  the 
"SIDEWALKS  OF 
LONDON"  to  see 
these  famous  screen 
personalities  in  this 
emotion-packed 
drama  of  peace- 
time London  when 
it  opened  in  Los 
Angeles. 

In  other  words,  this 
is  the  picture  they 
want  to  see  be- 
cause it's  got  the 
stars  they  want  to 
see  . . .  NOW ...  at 
popular  prices. 


CHARLES  LAUGHTON  and  Vivien  Leigh 
SIDEWALKS  OF  LONDON" 

with  REX  HARRISON  •  Screen  Play  by  Clemence  Dane 

Directed  by  Tim  Whelan  •  Produced  by  ERICH  POMNIER 

A  Pommer-Laughton  "Mayflower"  Production 

A  Paramount  Release 
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CANADA  SETTLED  106 
GASES  BY  ARBITRATION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

awards  and  71  were  adjusted  before 
scheduled  hearings. 

The  value  of  the  claims  in  the  225 
cases  in  1939  was  $74,887  and  the 
amounts  of  awards  totalled  $40,668. 

Arbitration  boards  have  been  in 
operation  in  Canada  since  1925  and 
have  proved  successful. 


Films  Banned  in  CanadaDrop; 
Fall  101  to  17  in  Eight  Years 

Toronto — The  film  censors  of  Can- 
ada in  1939  turned  down  17  pictures, 
some  of  which  were  rejected  by 
more  than  one  board  so  that  the  ac- 
tual number  of  pictures  involved  was 
much  less  than  the  total.  One  fea- 
ture was  condemned  by  five  Prov- 
inces in  succession.  In  1938,  there 
were  23  refusals  all  by  one  or  more 
boards. 

Eliminations  in  pictures  subse- 
quently approved  by  censor  boards 
have  also  declined.  The  chief  re- 
maining censorship  problem  in  Can- 
ada is  found  in  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec where  the  board  continues  to  op- 
pose any  pictures  relating  to  di- 
vorce. In  1932  the  censor  boards  of 
Canada  rejected  101  pictures,  the 
number  declining  annually. 


"Pinocchio"  to  Out-Gross 
"Snow  White,"  Says  Smith 

Basing  his  opinion  on  critics'  re- 
views and  public  reaction,  Andy 
Smith  on  Friday  predicted  that 
"Pinocchio"  would  top  the  grosses 
of  "Snow  White  and  the  Seven 
Dwarfs."  The  RKO  Eastern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager  said  the 
latest  Walt  Disney  feature  length 
cartoon  would  set  new  records  for 
long  runs  and  intake. 

First  dates  outside  of  New  York 
and  Los  Angeles  have  been  set  for 
a  score  of  Florida  situations  and 
Buffalo  and  others  will  follow  in  key 
cities  on  a  big  scale  early  in  March, 
Smith  said. 


"Lincoln"  Set  at  M.  H. 

"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  will  have 
its  New  York  premiere  at  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  on  Washington's 
Birthday,  Feb.  22. 


FEBRUARY  12 

Cabriel    L.   Hess 

Tom  Moore 

Wallace   Ford 

Barry   Trivers 

William    Collier,    Sr. 

Murray  Zucker 
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with  PHIL  M.  DALY, 


T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     JUST  four  score  years  ago a  tall,  gaunt  man  rose  to 

deliver  an  address  in  our  town before  the  local  Cooper  Institute 

— in  fact  it  was  exactly  four  score  years  ago  this  very  month  of 

February One  thing  he  said  on  that  occasion  bears  appropriate  re- 
peating here  today both  because  it  is  his  birthday and  be- 
cause the  particular  sentence  can  probably  be  applied  now  and  for- 
ever to  filmland. — an  industry  which  the  tall,  gaunt  man  perhaps 

never  imagined  would  someday  exist in   this  land  for   which   he 

nobly   gave   his   full    measure    of    devotion    that    it   might   live — 

devotion  even  more  full  than  that  of  the  sleeping  legions  he  praised  at 
Gettysburg's  dedication 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     SAID  the  tall,  gaunt  man  in  our  town: "What  is 

conservatism? Is  it  not  adherence  to  the  old  and  tried 

against  the  new  and  untried?" In  the  scores  of  years  lying 

ahead   for   filmland progress   can   scarcely    be    expected    to 

spring  from  conservatism adherence  to  the  old  and  tried 

Lincoln  knew  the  fatality  of  this and  so  do  the  TRUE  show- 
men in  every  sphere  of  motion  picture  activity But  it  takes 

the  courage  of  this  tall,  gaunt  man and  fibre  as  firm  as  his 

to  fight  against  those  in  our  midst whose  practice  is  to 

fight  against  the  new and  untried 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     MAYBE  we're  telling  tales  out  of  school but  a  lively 

and  lovely  example  of  what  worth-while  results  can  come  from  trying 

the   "untried" bobbed  up  last  Friday  afternoon As  the  clock 

in  huge  Madison  Square  Garden  neared  the  hour  of  four a  young 

engineer  stood  in  the  very  roped  ring  where  a  few  hours  later the 

Messrs.  Joe  Louis  and  Arturo  Godoy  were  scheduled  to  appear in 

a  pound-'em-to-pulp  proceeding The   voice   of  the  young  engineer 

kept  saying  into  a  Press  demonstration  hook-up  of  three  microphones: 
"Joe  (not  meaning  the  Brown  Bomber,  of  course)  took  father's  shoe- 
bench  out.  she  was  waiting  at  my  lawn" and  kept  adding:  "Sister 

Susie  sells  silk  shirts  to  six  submarine  sailors" Sounds  nuts,  doesn't 

it but   he   was   merely   using   scientific   sentences   to   test   out   the 

mikes one  of  which  he  has  just  developed  via  his  association  with 

Bell  Telephone  Labs,  for  Western  Electric The  name  of  the  young 

engineer  is  Bob  Marshall and  the  new  mike,  termed  the  "Multimike," 

is   gonna  make  history  in  pix  studios But   the  interesting  human 

sidelight  is  that  youthful  Bob  developed  the  instrument with  a  will 

and  imagination  unfettered  by  OLD  AND  TRIED  PRACTICES and 

was  encouraged  by  his  f arsighted  employers 

T  ▼  T 

•  •     •     ANOTHER  slick  example  of   benefits  accruing  from 

trying  the  "untried" has  long  been  noticed  o'er  in  the  "den" 

of  Leo  the  Lion Some  time  ago,  Wiley  Paden,  art  dept.  head 

of   Loew's   theaters created   a    cartoon   feature,   titled    "It's 

True,"  depicting  odd  facts  'bout  stars,  players  and  pix When 

he  quit  Loew's  and  went  into  the  agency  biz,  Loew's  got  him  to 

continue  the  cartoons  for  Metro  press  books  on  Metro  players 

Mats  were  supplied  to  newspapers,  and  on  the  cuff Paden 

has  recently  completed  his  300th  drawing  in  the  series 'Twas 

right  smart  showmanship  on  Metro's  part  to  recognize  the  pos- 
sibilities presented  via  Paden' s  drawings and  so  the  company 

just  "ups"  and  harnesses  a  helluva  lot  of  newspaper  circulation 
at  minimum  cost  to  itself 


«      «       « 


»      »      »> 


DRT6  BOOK 


Feb.  15:     Detroit    Variety    Club    Feather    Party, 
Book-Cadillac    Hotel. 

Feb.  17:    Coast  Warner  Club  dinner-dance,  Bilf- 
more    Bowl. 

Feb.  28-29:     ITO  of  Ohio  convention,  Columbus 

Feb.   29:   Academy   Awards   banquet,    t1*11   wood. 

10V 
March  9:     Warner   Club    Ball,    Waldorf-Astoria. 

May  8-10:     Pacific  Coast  Conference  convention, 
Los  Angeles. 

March  25:     MPPDA  annual  meeting,  Hays  office. 
April  5-6:     Second  annual  Chicago  Visual  Educa 
tion    Forum,    Morrison    Hotel. 

April  18:     Will    Rogers    National    Theater   Week 
opens. 

April  21:     AAAA    Ball,    Waldorf-Astoria. 

April  22-25:     SMPE     Spring     convention,     Chal- 
fonte-Haddon    Hall    Hotel,    Atlantic    City. 


20th-Fox  Sets  New  Record 
For  Sales;  10,964  Pacts 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pacts  inked  and  at  the  home  office. 
Figures  as  of  Friday  topped  last 
year's  total  by  253.  On  this  basis, 
it  is  expected  that  the  company  will! 
go  over  12,100  contracts  for  the 
year,  also  a  new  record  total. 


Radio  Guide  Adds  Picture 
News  to  Enlarged  Magazine 

Officials  of  Movie  and  Radio  Guide, 
which  will  appear  after  Feb.  14  as 
an  enlarged  form  of  the  original 
Radio  Guide,  held  a  luncheon  in  the 
Ritz  Carlton  Hotel  on  Friday  which 
was  attended  by  local  film  company 
representatives  and  members  of  the 
trade  press.  Saul  Flaum,  advertis- 
ing director  of  the  new  Movie  and 
Radio  Guide,  introduced  Gordon 
Swartout,  recently  appointed  motion 
picture   editor   of  the  publication. 


Will  Telecast  Broadway 

Play  in  Full  on  Mar.  3 

First  Broadway  production  to  be 
telecast  in  its  entirety  during  its 
metropolitan  run,  NBC  will  tele 
vise  "When  We  Are  Married,"  Rob- 
ert Henderson's  Lyceum  production, 
at  8:30  p.m.  Sunday,  March  3. 


GWTW  Expected  to  Stay 
10  Weeks  at  Boyd,  Philly 

Philadelphia— GWTW  is  now  ex- 
pected to  run  10  weeks  at  the  Boyd 
theater.  Pix  is  pulling  strong  busi- 
ness as  well  at  the  Earle. 


Court  Sees  Hazard 
In  Descending  Aisle 

New  Haven  —  Judge  Kenneth  Wynne 
awarded  Katherine  Falso  of  Hartford 
$900  damages  in  her  Superior  Court  suit 
against  Poli-New  England  Theaters  who 
fell  on  entering  one  of  the  Poli  houses. 
The  Judge  finds  an  element  of  hazard  in 
a  descending  aisle  because  of  the  tend- 
ency of  the  patron  to  glance  at  the 
screen  while  finding  a  seat,  and  would 
require  better  lighting  and  escort  to  a 
seat   by   an    usher  with   a   flashlight. 
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•£*  ft  REVIEWS  OF  THE  nEUJ  FILfllS  tt  ik 


"Northwest  Passage" 

(In  Technicolor) 
with  Spencer  Tracy,  Robert  Young,  Walter 

Brennan,  Ruth  Hussey 
Metro  125  Mins. 

^     (HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

f~RRING,  EXCITING  STORY  OF  ROG- 
ERS RANGERS  SHOULD  GET  TOP  GROSSES. 

This  is  a  stirring,  exciting  picture,  made 
in  Technicolor  and  dealing  with  as  brave 
and  courageous  a  band  of  soldiers  as  the 
screen  has  ever  known.  The  soldiers  com- 
prise the  Rogers  Rangers,  composed  of 
Americans,  Englishmen,  Scotch  Highland- 
ers and  Irish  and  they  fought  off  Indians, 
Frenchmen,  hunger,  hardships  and  priva- 
tions. King  Vidor  has  done  an  outstand- 
ing directorial  job  in  bringing  Kenneth 
Roberts'  famous  novel  to  the  screen.  To 
Hunt  Stromberg  goes  credit  as  producer. 
Spencer  Tracy  does  splendid  work  as  the 
leader  of  the  Rangers,  while  Robert  Young 
is  very  good  as  the  young  Harvard  student, 
who  wants  to  paint  Indians,  and  who  is 
converted  into  a  fine,  upstanding  soldier 
by  Tracy.  Walter  Brennan  gives  a  moving 
portrayal  of  an  Indian  fighter,  who  is  al- 
ways at  Young's  side  and  aiding  him.  Ruth 
Hussey  is  decorative  and  capable  as  the 
love  interest  opposite  Young.  Laurence 
Stallings  and  Talbot  Jennings  fashioned  a 
gripping  screenplay.  Exciting  action  and 
beautiful  backgrounds  were  caught  by  the 
cameras  handled  by  Sidney  Wagner  and 
William  V.  Skall.  One  of  the  most  exciting 
scenes  ever  filmed  is  that  of  the  "human 
chain,"  which  carries  Tracy's  men  over  the 
turbulent  St.  Francis  river.  Another  pulse- 
stirring  scene  is  that  in  which  Tracy's 
staunch  followers  carry  their  boats  up,  over 
and  down  a  steep  hill  to  elude  the  Indians 
and  French.  Tracy  and  his  Rangers  set 
out  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  on  a  perilous 
trip  to  the  village  of  St.  Francis,  where  they 
are  to  attack  a  tribe  of  Indians,  who  have 
been  menacing  and  massacring  the  whites 
for  five  years.  Through  every  form  of 
hardship,  Tracy  leads  his  men  to  St.  Fran- 
cis, where  they  swoop  down  on  the  Indians, 
who  are  holding  a  drunken  celebration. 
Following  a  stirring  battle,  in  which  most 
of  the  Indians  are  slain  and  the  rest  put  to 
rout,  the  Rangers  start  a  long  and  weary 
trek  to  Fort  Wentworth.  For  days  and 
days  they  march,  with  only  handfuls  of 
corn  to  keep  them  alive.  Despite  attacks 
by  the  Indians  and  the  French,  they  reach 
Fort  Wentworth,  and  food  and  supplies 
are  soon  brought  by  the  British. 

CAST:  Spencer  Tracy,  Robert  Young, 
Walter  Brennan,  Ruth  Hussey,  Nat  Pen- 
dleton, Louis  Hector,  Robert  Barrat,  Lums- 
den  Hare,  Donald  McBride,  Isabel  Jewell, 
Douglas  Walton,  Addison  Richards,  Hugh 
Sothern,  Regis  Toomey,  Montagu  Love, 
Lester  Matthews,  Truman  Bradley,  Andrew 
Pena. 

CREDITS :A  King  Vidor  Production;  Pro- 
ducer, Hunt  Stromberg;  Director,  King  Vi- 
dor; Author,  Kenneth  Roberts;  Screenplay, 
Laurence  Stallings  and  Talbot  Jennings; 
Cameramen,  Sidney  Wagner,  ASC,  and 
William  V.  Skall,  ASC;  Technicolor  Color 
Director,  Natalie  Kalmus;  Associate,  Henri 
Jaffa;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbons;  As- 
sociate, Malcolm  Brown;  Editor,  Conrad 
A.  Nervig;  Musical  Score  by  Herbert  Srot- 
hart. 

DIRECTION,  Outstanding.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,  Fine. 


"Calling  Philo  Vance" 

with  James  Stephenson,   Margot  Stevenson, 

Henry  O'Neil 
Warners  62  Mins. 

SMOOTHLY  GEARED  MURDER  MYS- 
TERY WITH  SNAPPY  PACE  IS  FIRST 
RATE  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Adapted  from  an  S.  S.  Van  Dine  novel, 
this  release  is  a  well  geared  murder  mys- 
tery that  will  entertain  any  audience.  The 
continuity  is  smooth,  the  characteriza- 
tions are  good  and  the  pace  is  fast.  Wil- 
liam Clemens  directed  the  picture  from  a 
screenplay  provided  by  Tom  Reed.  Film 
was  adapted  from  the  well  known  "Kennel 
Murder  Case."  James  Stephenson,  English 
actor,  is  personable,  suave  and  credible 
as  Philo  Vance.  Henry  O'Neil  is  good  as 
Markham,  head  of  the  investigation  depart- 
ment. Edward  Brophy  provides  some  hu- 
mor as  a  police  sergeant,  and  Margot 
Stevenson,  Sheila  Bromley,  James  Conlon, 
Donald  Douglas  and  Ralph  Forbes  fit  neatly 
into  supporting  roles.  Stephenson,  inves- 
tigating for  the  government  in  Europe, 
discovers  evidence  that  he  needs,  but  can't 
take  any  action  as  papers  he  had  as  proof 
were  taken  from  him.  The  trail  brings 
him  back  to  this  country  where  he  con- 
tinues his  investigation  at  the  home  of  a 
plane  manufacturer.  Double  murder  en- 
sues, and  there  is  never  a  dull  moment 
from  there  to  the  finish  when  the  murderer 
is  cleverly   unmasked   by  a   faithful   dog. 

CAST:  James  Stephenson,  Margot  Steven- 
son, Henry  O'Neil,  Edward  Brophy,  Ralph 
Forbes,  Martin  Kosleck,  Donald  Douglas, 
Sheila  Bromley,  James  Conlon,  Edward  Ra- 
quello,  Creighton  Hale,  Harry  Strang,  Rich- 
ard Kipling,   Bo  Ling,  W.  Nowell. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Bryan  Foy; 
Director,  William  Clemens;  Screenplay, 
Tom  Reed;  Based  on  an  S.  S.  Van  Dine 
novel;  Cameraman,  L.  W.  O'Connell;  Edi- 
tor,  Benjamin   Liss. 

DIRECTION,  Smooth.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Columbia's  Sales  Campaign 
Will  Honor  Abe  Montague 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vice.  Campaign  will  be  launched 
Feb.  17  and  is  to  continue  through 
May  10. 

Jack  Cohn,  vice-president  of  Co- 
lumbia, coincident  with  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  drive,  praised 
Montague's  constant  contributions 
to  the  company's  distribution  set-up. 

Among  the  Columbia  features 
planned  for  release  during  the  sales 
drive  are  "Too  Many  Husbands," 
"The  Doctor  Takes  a  Wife,"  "BJon- 
die  on  a  Budget,"  "Five  Little  Pep- 
pers at  Home,"  and  "I  Married 
Adventure." 


Zenith  Tele  Programs 
on  Air  Three 


Nights 


Chicago  —  Zenith's  experimental 
tele  station,  W9XZV,  is  now  tele- 
casting programs  on  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday and  Friday  nights,  programs 
embracing  both  films  and  flesh. 


*  SERIAL  * 


"Drums  Of  Fu-Manchu" 

Republic  20  mins.  per  Chap. 

Blood  and  Thunder  Thriller  is 

Sure  Fire 

The  serial  fans  will  get  a  treat 
with  this  new  Republic  release  which 
is  based  on  one  of  Sax  Rohmer's 
well  known  books.  There  is  all  the 
blood  and  thunder,  intrigue,  mystery, 
murder  and  action  anybody  could 
want.  Serial  opens  with  a  bang  and 
the  action  is  fast  and  furious  from 
there  on.  Hiram  S.  Brown,  Jr.,  pro- 
duced the  picture,  and  William  Wit- 
ney and  John  English  directed. 
Henry  Brandon  gives  a  good  char- 
acterization as  the  sinister  Chinese. 
William  Royle  is  able  as  Nayland 
Smith,  and  Olaf  Hytten  portrays  Dr. 
Petrie.  Robert  Kellard,  Gloria 
Franklin,  Luana  Walters  and  a  cast 
of  capable  players  adequately  sup- 
port the  principals.  Picture  should 
do  well  as  it  is  pre-sold  by  radio 
programs  about  the  Sax  Rohmer 
character,  and  there  is  a  large  read- 
ing public  familiar  with  the  books. 


Mobeel  Trust  Suit  Against 
Majors  and  Century  Dropped 

Stipulation  was  filed  Friday  in 
the  Federal  Court  discontinuing  the 
suit  of  Mobeel  Enterprises,  Inc., 
against  all  major  companies,  Mono- 
gram Distributing  Corp.,  Republic 
Pictures,  and  Century  Circuit.  At- 
torneys for  the  parties  refused  to 
discuss  reasons  for  the  discontinu- 
ance. Plaintiff,  owner  of  the  Glen- 
wood  Theater,  Brooklyn,  had  filed 
suit  for  $75,000  triple  damages  con- 
tending that  it  had  been  deprived 
of  product  in  violation  of  the  anti- 
trust laws. 


Broadcast  Music  to  Start 
Licensing  Plan  on  April  1 

Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  will  become 
operative  immediately  and  begin 
April  1  the  licensing  of  music  for 
public  performance.  Neville  Miller, 
National  Association  of  Broadcast- 
ers' president  will  serve  as  head  of 
Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  set-up  of 
which  is  as  a  potential  Ascap  com- 
petitor. Offices  are  at  580  Fifth 
Ave. 

Harry  Joe  Brown  Will 

Attend  Reunion  at  S.  U. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  —  Harry  Joe 
Brown,  20th-Fox  producer,  and  his 
wife,  Sally  Eilers,  will  come  here  in 
June  to  attend  the  25th  anniversary 
reunion  of  Syracuse  University's 
Class  of  1915.  Brown  graduated 
with  the  class,  as  did  Ralph  Murphy, 
Paramount  director,  and  C.  Harold 
"Lefty"  Lewis,  Hollywood  composer. 


*    fORtlGFl   * 


"Between  Two  Worlds" 

(Italian    dialogue,     English    titles) 
Esperia  Films  78  mins. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Likeable 
modern  romance. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Film  has  two 
principal  ingredients  which  seem  to 
make  for  infallible  popularity  with 
Italian-speaking  trade. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Picture  stands  up 
remarkably  well,  although  filmed 
several  years  ago,  and  is  stepping 
stone  for  Isa  Miranda  in  migration 
to  Hollywood. 

CREDITS:  Astra  Films  Production;  Di- 
rector, Goffredo  Allessandrini.  PLAYERS: 
Isa   Miranda,  Vasa  Prihoda,  Assia  Noris. 


"Chi  E  Piu  Felice 
DiMe" 

(Italian  dialogue,  no  English  titles) 
Reno  Conti  81   Mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Schipa  reputation 
will  attract  fans. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Tenor  is  in 
excellent  form  but  has  too  few  num- 
bers to  sing. 

CREDITS:  Appia-Safa  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Guido  Brignone.  PLAYERS:  Tito  Schipa, 
Caterina    Boratto,    Maria   Jacobini. 

AGVA  Elects  Hoyt  Haddock 
To  Exec.  Secretary  Post 

Hoyt  S.  Haddock  was  unanimous- 
ly elected  as  executive  secretary 
Friday  by  the  American  Guild  of 
Variety  Artists  board.  Haddock,  a 
labor  consultant,  took  over  the  post 
immediately.  He  told  reporters  that 
the  organization  will  go  ahead  with 
its  membreship  drive  in  the  outdoor 
field,  including  carnivals,  circuses, 
etc.,  in  addition  to  its  drive  in  the 
vaudeville  and  night  club  field. 

He  said  that  the  organization, 
which  has  been  pledged  the  complete 
support  and  co-operation  of  all  other 
unions  in  the  AAAA,  would  oppose 
any  issuance  of  a  charter  to  Ralph 
Whitehead  by  the  A  F  of  L  to  or- 
ganize workers  in  the  outdoor  field, 
and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
was  unlikely  the  A  F  of  L  would 
grant  Whitehead's  request  for  a 
charter  in  that  field. 

Haddock  formerly  was  the  head 
of  the  American  Radio  Telegraph- 
ists Association  and  has  been  con- 
nected with  Standard  Oil  of  New 
Jersey  and  other  companies  in  the 
capacity  of  a  labor  adviser.  It  was 
also  announced  Friday  that  AGVA 
has  recently  closed  350  contracts 
with  night  clubs  and  vaudeville 
houses  in   California. 
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and  several  top  ad.  agencies  which 
are  interested  in  securing  the  story 
for  clients,  it  was  reported  at  the 
week-end.  Asking  price  is  understood 
to  be  $1,000,000  for  the  rights  in  39 
chapters.  Selznick  owns  the  radio 
and  television  rights,  in  addition  to 
all  performances  by  living  persons, 
it  was  understood. 


Producers,  Unions  Confer 
Thursday  on  Wage  Issue 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  be  affected  by  the  negotiations. 
In  the  event  the  producers  and  the 
union  representatives  cannot  reach 
an  agreement,  the  matter  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  arbitration  with  each  side 
naming  an  arbitrator.  If  these  two 
are  unable  to  agree  on  a  third  man, 
the  American  Arbitration  Ass'n  will 
be  asked  to  name  a  third  arbitrator. 


A.  A.  Pittis,  80,  Industry 
Pioneer,  Dies  In  Conneaut 

Conneaut,  O.— W.  A.  Pittis,  80, 
who  pioneered  in  the  motion  picture 
industry  is  dead  at  his  home  here. 
More  than  30  years  ago  Pittis,  and 
two  associates  laid  the  foundation 
for  one  of  the  first  film  exchanges 
operating  out  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
He  opened  the  first  movie  house  here 
in  1906,  and  later  bought  theaters 
in  Cleveland  and  Buffalo. 


Coyle  to  Build  Another 

Pittsburgh — Robert  S.  Coyle,  who 
operates  the  Coyle  Theater  in  Char- 
leroi,  has  announced  that  he  will 
erect  a  new  900-seat  house  there. 
Construction  is  scheduled  to  start 
April  1.  This  will  give  Charleroi 
two  new  theaters  by  fall,  as  Leon 
Reichblum,  who  operates  the  Menlo 
Theater  three,  is  already  in  the 
process  of  building  a  700-seat  house 
in  the  town,  which  now  has  three 
theaters. 


Stahl  House  In  Munhall 

Pittsburgh — John  S.  Stahl,  Sr., 
who  now  owns  and  operates  two  the- 
aters in  Homestead,  will  build  a  new 
750-seat  house  in  Munhall,  a  neigh- 
boring town,  on  which  work  will 
start  in  early  March. 


STORKS! 


New  Haven — Jim  Memery,  artist 
of  the  Loew-Poli  Division  office,  is 
the  father  of  a  7  pound,  3  ounce  boy, 
James  Parker,  born  at  New  Haven 
Hospital. 

A  daughter,  christened  Judy,  was 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Levy 
on  Friday  in  Menorah  Hospital, 
Brooklyn.  Levy  is  a  member  of 
RKO's   publicity   department. 
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Mexico,  Mo. — William  Pyle  con- 
templates the  opening  of  a  new  400- 
seater  here  to  be  known  as  the 
Milky  Way. 


Okawville,  111.— The  reopened  300- 
seat  Main  Theater  is  clicking.  The 
house  had  been  dark  for  about  10 
years. 


Chicago — Schoenstadt  Theater  cir- 
cuit has  completed  its  $100,000  mod- 
ernization program.  The  Palace  The- 
ater at  Cicero  received  a  new  front, 
new  lounges,  new  booth  equipment 
and  new  carpets.  The  Peoples  The- 
ater, at  47th  and  Ashland  Ave.  re- 
ceived a  new  front,  lighting  system, 
and  2,300  new  seats. 


Manchester,  N.  H. — A  permit  has 
been  issued  to  Lucien  Descoteaux, 
owner  of  the  Empire  and  Globe  The- 
aters here,  to  remodel  the  old  Sun 
Building  into  a  modern  motion  pic- 
ture house.  The  theater,  planned  to 
seat  550,  is  expected  to  be  completed 
early  in  April. 


Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.  —  Two  new 

houses  have  been  announced  for  this 
town,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  both 


will  be  built.  The  one  calls  for  an 
800-seat  house  to  be  built  by  George 
E.  Hannon,  manager  of  Standard 
Theaters'  Bay  Theater  in  Green  Bay, 
and  the  other  by  Frank  Borchert, 
operator  of  the  Door  Theater  here. 
The  first  would  be  known  as  the 
"West"  and  the  latter  as  the  "Bay 
View." 


Mt.  Carroll,  111. — Marchesi  Bros, 
of  Amboy,  has  purchased  the  W.  W. 
Hartman  building  here  and  will  re- 
model, with  house  expected  to  open 
about  May  1.  Marchesi  Bros,  oper- 
ate houses  at  Prophetstown,  Free- 
port,  Warren,  Amboy  and  Lockport. 


Spencer,  la.  —  Pioneer  Theater 
Corp.,  announced  plans  to  open  new 
400-seater  in  Spencer,  giving  city  its 
third,  all  operated  by  Pioneer.  New 
house  will  be  in  the  Shine  Brothers 
building  and  will  open  in  June. 


Chicago — The  DeVry  Co.  has  com- 
pleted three  huge  vaults  at  2533  N. 
Ashland  Ave.,  to  house  more  than  3,- 
000,000  feet  of  film,  now  carried  in 
storage  by  the  company.  A  new  stu- 
dio and  editing  room,  have  also  been 
completed  recently. 


Paramount  Announces  Process 
Doubling  Camera  Lens  Speed 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Anti-reflection  process 
which  almost  doubles  speed  of  the 
motion  picture  camera  lens  is  an- 
nounced by  Paramount's  engineer- 
ing department.  It  involves  appli- 
cation of  high  vacuum  evaporation 
process  discovered  by  Dr.  John 
Strong  of  the  California  Institute 
of  Technology. 

Gain  in  lens  speed  is  produced  by 
an  increase  in  definition  in  resolving 
power  and  photographic  brilliance 
along  with  an  increase  of  28  per 
cent  in  light  transmission. 


U.  S.  Duals  in  Morocco 

Morocco  (By  Cable)— The  Vox 
Theater  has  inaugurated  a  new  pol- 
icy of  showing  double-feature  Amer- 
ican pictures  exclusively.  The  Lux 
alternates  French  with  American 
films  while  the  Rialto  features 
American  pictures  only.  Movies  are 
the  principal  entertainment  in  the 
city. 


MPA  Will  Install 

Installation  of  officers  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Associates  will  be  held 
tomorrow  at  a  luncheon  at  the  As- 
tor.  Harry  Hershfield  will  act  as 
toastmaster.  Jack  Ellis,  re-elected 
as  president,  will  preside. 

Bryan  Theater  Bows  In 

Bryan,  O. — The  new  $40,000  Bryan 
Theater,  1,000  seater,  opened  Friday 
with  Albert  W.  Yahraus,  also  mana- 
ger of  the  Temple  here,  as  manager. 
John  Eberson  was  architect. 


Circuit  Court  Sets  Aside 

Writ  in  Mori  Trust  Case 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

restrained  the  majors  from  denying 
the  theater,  an  indie,  the  right  to 
equal  treatment  in  obtaining  fea- 
tures. 

Circuit  Court  set  aside  the  injunc- 
tion on  the  ground  it  was  prema- 
turely issued,  without  a  final  hear- 
ing. The  Court  ordered  the  case 
back  to  Judge  Kirkpatrick  for  a  final 
hearing,  with  trial  expected  in 
March. 


"Little  Old  New  York"  Tops 
Miami  House's  Record  Gross 


Miami — First  week's  run  of  20th- 
Fox's  "Little  Old  New  York"  at  the 
Lincoln  Theater  set  a  new  record 
gross  for  the  house,  topping  "Alex- 
ander." Picture,  which  is  being  held 
over,  compiled  its  first  week  record 
in  one  less  day  than  "Alexander." 


TM  Renews  With  Altec 

Theatrical  Managers,  Inc.,  has 
renewed  contracts  for  Altec  service 
for  14  theaters  and  have  added  the 
Strand,  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  to  the  ser- 
vice contract.  F.  C.  Dickely  and 
E.  C.  Shriver  negotiated  for  Altec. 


Para.  Signs  Florence  Enright 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  signed 
Florence  Enright  as  dramatic  coach. 
She  was  formerly  with  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox. 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Equity  Trial  on  May  1 


for 

the  first 
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Hal    Roach,    "Captain    Caution" 

*         *         *  i   ''• 
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NEELY  BILL:  Screen  publicists 
of  Hollywood  and  film  editors  joined 
SAG  in  its  fight  on  the  Neely  bill . . . 
Newspaper  barrage  against  the  bill 
continued  editorially  .  .  .  Co-op.  The- 
aters of  Michigan  suggested  an 
amendment  to  Neely's  bill,  now  pend- 
ing in  the  House,  providing  for  man- 
datory arbitration.  Proposal  found 
distribs.  cool. 


THIS   AND    THAT:       A  A,    Inc., 

NSS  subsid.,  absorbed  Theater  Post- 
er Supply  Co.  of  Cincy  and  the  In- 
dept.  Poster  Exchange  of  K.  C.  and 
is  negotiating  deal  with  Columbia 
Pictures  .  .  .  Y.  Frank  Freeman  was 
elected  AMPP  prexy  .  .  .  Film  com- 
panies plan  an  exhibit  at  the  N.  Y. 
World's  Fair  .  .  .  Playwrights  Pro- 
ducing Co.  planned  invasion  of  tele 
field  .  .  .  PCC  set  May  8-10  for  its 
first  annual  convention  in  L.  A.  .  .  . 
Anti-Ascap  measure  reported  in 
drafting  process  in  N.  Y.  .  .  .  Loew's 
12-week  net  was  down  to  $1,393,456 
.  .  .  "U"  reported  sales  contracts  up 
10  per  cent .  .  .  Lenrose  Amuse.  Corp. 
dropped  its  conspiracy  suit  against 
majors  and  MPPDA  .  .  .  New  Mex. 
plans  to  tax  films  at  expense  of  dis- 
tribs. 


FOREIGN 

ON  VARIOUS  FRONTS:  Aus- 
tralian cable  reported  that  country 
would  not  restrict  pix  money  .  .  . 
Ben  Miggins,  20th-Fox  European 
mgr.,  reported  Italian  situation  at 
the  turning  point  .  .  .  Brazil's  cen- 
sorship fee  bill  was  reported  passed. 


Name  Burnhorn  Special  Rep. 
of  Indiana-Illinois  Circuit 


Chicago — John  Burnhorn,  former- 
ly district  manager  for  the  Indiana 
and  Illinois  Theater  circuit,  has  been 
made  special  representative  of  the 
Chicago  headquarters  and  will  con- 
tact the  entire  circuit. 

Tod  Ensminger  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  Vogue  theater  at 
South  Bend  and  Don  Johnson  goes 
to  the  Gayety  theater  at  South  Chi- 
cago as  house  manager.  Will  Pal- 
mer is  named  manager  of  the  Vic 
at  Indiana  Harbor,  succeeding  Mor- 
ris Parfrey,  who  has  resigned. 

Kay  Kiser  has  been  named  assis- 
tant manager  at  the  Indiana  theater 
at  Indiana  Harbor  and  Chick  Tomp- 
kins goes  to  the  Hoosier  theater  at 
Whiting,   Ind.,   from    East   Chicago. 

Rex  Williams  has  been  made  dis- 
trict manager  for  Elkhart  and 
Goshen  districts  and  will  make  his 
headquarters  at  the  Elco  theater, 
Elkhart. 


The  Industry  Of  The 
Screen  Marches  on 
Changes  Were  Plenty 
During  1939  Q)  Keep 
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Huron  premiere  of  "Young  Tom 
Edison,"  credited  William  F.  Rod- 
gers,  Metro's  sales  head,  with  orig- 
inating the  guarantee  idea.  Said 
Mayer: 

"It  was  Rodgers  who  suggested 
that,  since  exhibitors  might  be  un- 
willing to  accept  new  terms  for 
'Gone  With  the  Wind'  because  they 
are  new,  we  should  guarantee  to 
make  them  money— and  there  are 
only  two  or  three  theaters  where  we 
have  to  pay  back  money." 

Mayer  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
made  a  plea  for  racial  and  religious 
tolerance,  and  the  elimination  of 
hatred,  stressed  moral  rearmament 
and  saw  in  "Young  Tom  Edison"  a 
picture  that  "will  perhaps  inspire 
our  young  men  and  discourage  them 
from  communism." 

Mayer  defined  his  business  law  as 
"You  never  get  in  trouble  buying 
brains,"  and  declared  that,  "In  the 
dislocation  of  war,  the  only  solution 
is  to  add  still  more  young  and  clever 
talent."  The  Culver  City  studios, 
he  said,  "were  not  run  by  New  York 
City." 

"When  we  lost  several  great  stars 
close  together,  we  went  forward  be- 
cause our  second  and  third  ranks 
filled  right  up.  Yet  we've  seen  stu- 
dios fold  up  because  they  lost  one 
star,"  he  asserted. 

Mayer  was  highly  optimistic  as  to 
Metro's  future,  while  his  humorous 
references  to  the  Neely  bill,  percen- 
tages and  other  industry  issues 
found  a  highly  appreciative  audience. 

The  luncheon,  one  of  several  in- 
cident to  the  "Edison  Days"  cele- 
bration tied  in  with  the  Port  Huron 
premiere  Saturday  night,  was  tend- 
ered to  Metro  officials  and  attracted 
a  notable  audience.  John  E.  Flynn, 
Metro  district  manager,  was  toast- 
master.    On  the  dais  were: 

Alfred  0.  Tate,  former  secretary 
to  Edison;  Howard  Dietz,  John  Con- 
sidine,  Jr.,  producer;  E.  M.  Saund- 
ers, F.  J.  Downey,  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers, Louis  B.  Mayer,  E.  C.  Beatty, 
prexy  of  Butterfield  Theaters;  Ed- 
mund C.  Shields,  Father  E.  J.  Flan- 
agan of  Boys'  Town;  Lawrence  and 
Charles  Fisher,  E.  T.  Keller,  Edsel 
Ford,  acting  Gov.  Harry  F.  Kelley, 
acting  Mayor  John  W.  Smith. 

Tributes  to  Mayer  were  paid  by 
Mickey  Rooney,  starred  in  the  pix, 
and  Father  Flanagan,  the  latter  hail- 
ing the  production  chief  as  "a  man 
with  a  great  heart,  not  just  satis- 
fied to  make  a  picture  to  make 
money." 

Henry  and  Edsel  Ford  were  hosts 
to  Mayer,  Rooney  and  other  Metro 
visitors  at  the  Ford  Motor  Co.  Trip 
from  this  city  to  Port  Huron  Sat- 
urday was  made  via  the  historic 
train  on  which  Edison  worked  as  a 
boy,  the  invited  passengers  number- 
ing 130.  Excursion  train  was  also 
run. 

At  Port  Huron,  there  was  another 
luncheon  attended  by  the  Metro 
party,  Governor  Dickinson,  Premier 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

•        •        •      Introducing  Interesting  Personalities      •        •        • 

JULES  LEVEY.  Born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  attended  public  school  and 
*^  high  school  in  Rochester.  Served  in  a  business  capacity  with  the  Detroit 
Tigers  of  the  American  League.  Was  also  a  business  representative  of 
Dockstader  Minstrels.  Was  advance  man 
for  Henry  W.  Savage  for  two  seasons. 
Operated  his  own  independent  exchange, 
Michigan  Feature  Films  Co.,  Detroit.  Was 
Universal  exchange  manager  in  Toledo,  De- 
troit and  Washington,  D.  C.  Was  Eastern 
division  manager  for  Universal,  serving  in  the 
Universal  sales  cabinet  with  Ned  Depinet  and 
Ned  Marin.  Joined  United  Artists  as  special 
home  office  representative.  Became  New  York 
sales  manager  for  First  National  and  served 
in  this  capacity  for  three  years.  Was  general 
manager  of  RKO's  film  booking  office.  Sales 
manager  of  RKO.  Is  president  of  Mayfair  Pictures 
Corp.,    which    will    release    through    Universal. 


Regulation  of  Outdoor 

Adv.  Urged  by  Poletti 

Albany — Lieut. -Gov.  Charles  Po- 
letti told  the  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs  here  that  "the  only  argument 
for  outdoor  advertising  is  one  of 
selfishness  and  I  believe  public  in- 
terest must  prevail.  Why  should  we 
regulate  the  public  utilities  and 
not  other  interests?" 

Billboard  advertising  bills  have 
been  hoppered  by  State  Senator 
Thomas  C.  Desmond  of  Newburgh, 
Assemblyman  John  A.  Devany  of  the 
Bronx  and  others,  but  the  hard  drive 
for  enactment  is  just  getting  under 
way  now. 

However,  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor.  AFL  New  York  link,  reit- 
erated its  opposition  in  its  first 
legislative  bulletin  released  this 
week  by  saying  it  had  in  the  past 
"consistently  opposed  the  enact- 
ment." 


"Bullet"  Clicks  in  Test 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — Test  engage- 
ment here  of  Warners  "Dr.  Ehrlich's 
Magic  Bullet"  at  the  Virginian  The- 
ater netted  a  packed  house  Friday. 
Engagement  was  second  test  run 
for  the  picture,  following  the  pre- 
miere last  week  in  Memphis. 


65  "Grapes"  Pre-Releases 

20th  Century-Fox  at  the  week-end 
reported  65  pre-release  bookings  set 
for  "The  Grapes  of  Wrath."  Capitol 
in  Cincy  will  be  first  theater  to  show 
it  after  the  N.  Y.  Rivoli. 


Hepburn  of  Ontario,  and  Mrs.  Minna 
M.  Edison  Hughes,  widow  of  the 
inventor.  Telegram  of  greetings 
was  received  from  Charles  Edison, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  then  attend- 
ing the  annual  luncheon  of  the  Edi- 
son Pioneers  at  the  Astor,  New 
York. 

Dedication  of  the  Edison  beacon 
memorial  at  Port  Huron  preceded  the 
triple  premiere  at  the  Family,  Ma- 
jestic and  Desmond  theaters,  which, 
in  turn,  was  followed  by  a  ball. 


Milton  Schwarzwald  in  Charge 
of  'U'  Exploitation,  Music  Pix 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

wald  would  assume  charge  of  Uni- 
versal's  exploitation  and  musical 
pictures,  and  that  Jack  Gross  would 
take  over  supervision  of  the  com- 
pany's idea  pictures. 

John  Brown,  Cliff  Work's  execu- 
tive secretary,  will  be  Gross's  as- 
sistant, with  Gregg  Dowling,  secre- 
tary to  David  Garber,  operations 
manager,  going  into  the  spot  vacated 
by  Brown. 

At  the  same  time  Marshall  Grant, 
story  editor,  was  elevated  to  an  as- 
sociate producer  with  "Bombay  Up- 
rising" as  his  first  assignment. 
Grant's  assistant,  Leonard  Gripps, 
becomes  the  new  story  editor  under 
the  supervision  of  Dan  Kelley. 


Quality  in  Tele  Pictures 
to  be  SMPE  Meeting  Topic 

Atlantic  Coast  Section  Meeting  of 
SMPE  will  be  held  at  8  p.m.  Wednes- 
day in  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  when 
a  paper,  "Quality  In  Television  Pic- 
tures," will  be  delivered  by  Peter 
C.  Goldmark  and  John  N.  Dyer,  of 
CBS  Television  Engineering  Dept. 

The  meeting  was  originally  sched- 
uled to  be  held  in  the  CBS  studios, 
but  it  was  decided  on  Friday  to  shift 
locale  to  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 


400 at  1st  'Pinocchio'  Matinee 

Four  hundred  children,  newspaper 
and  magazine  editors  and  writers, 
attended  the  first  matinee  of  "Pinoc- 
chio" at  the  Center  Theater  Satur- 
day, following  which  they  saw  a 
"Pinocchio"  exhibit  in  the  New  York 
Museum  of  Science  and  Industry  in 
the  RCA  building. 


Cinema  City  Studio  Burns 

Rome  (By  Cable) — Stage  3,  larg- 
est of  the  nine  studios  embraced  by 
Cinema  City,  Italy's  Hollywood,  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 


NEW  ENG.  EXPANSION 
FOR  BRANDT  CIRCUIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
brought  to  motion  picture  theaters. 
The  Brandt  circuit,  which  now  op- 
erates 85  theaters  in  New  Jersey, 
New  York  and  Connecticut,  pla^1  to 
start  construction  this  Sprin£v  in 
Pawtucket  and  Providence,  R.  I., 
Putnam,  Danielson,  Bridgeport,  Dar- 
ien  and  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  South 
Bridge,  Milford,  Great  Barrington 
and  Plymouth,  Mass. 


Four  $750,000  Specials 

on  Rep.  Program  of  52 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
when  he  was  asked  if  the  company 
would  cut  its  output.  He  also  stated 
that  company's  domestic  business  for 
the  first  five  weeks  of  this  year  was 
up  about  20  per  cent,  almost  off- 
setting foreign  losses. 

Yates  and  Grainger  will  hold  a 
sales  meeting  in  Chicago  this  week 
and  then  go  to  Hollywood. 

Yates  and  Grainger  held  a  region- 
al sales  meeting  at  the  New  York 
Athletic  Club  Friday.  Grainger  ac- 
companies him  to  Chicago  and  the 
Coast. 


Conn.  Allied  to  Appoint 

Committees,  Plan  Action 

New  Haven — Allied  Theaters  of 
Connecticut  will  meet  at  luncheon 
at  12:30  p.m.  tomorrow  at  the  Hotel 
Garde,  with  A.  M.  Schuman  presid- 
ing. Appointment  of  budget,  legis- 
lative, and  other  committees  will 
be  made,  and  the  augmented  organi- 
zation will  adopt  a  plan  of  action 
for  the  year.  The  group  was  re- 
cently affiliated  with  Independent 
Exhibitors,  Inc.  of  Boston.  Frank 
Lydon,  regional  vice-president  of 
Allied,  is  expected  to  address  the 
meeting. 


Plymouth,  Detroit  Suburb, 
to  Have  Another  Theater 


Detroit — New  700-seat  house  will 
be  built  by  Harry  Lush  at  Plymouth, 
marking  third  new  house  in  Detroit's 
northwestern  suburbs  announced 
within  a  month;  others  are  at  Birm- 
ingham and  Farmington.  Lush  now 
controls  the  two  Penniman- Allen  The- 
aters, the  only  theaters  now  existing 
in  Plymouth  and  nearby  Northville. 
Construction  will  start  in  March. 

The  present  P-A  Theater  in 
Plymouth  will  be  remodelled  and  re- 
seated when  the  new  house  is  built. 


New  3,000-Seat  Rio  House 

Rio  de  Janeiro  (By  Cable) — The 
owners  of  the  Broadway  Theater, 
Societad  Ponce,  are  building  a  new 
picture  theater  to  seat  3,000  on  the 
premises  of  the  Grand  Hotel  Copa. 
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International  in  Scope 
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D  OF  J  PROBES  BUILDING  RESTRICTIONS  IN  FRISCO 

Poster  Exchanges  Mull  A.  A.  Deals;  Kendis  Firm  Joins 


Libros  Said  to  be  Acting  For 

Members  of  Nat'l  Poster 

Service  Ass'n 

Acquisition  of  Exhibitors  Poster 
Service  Co.  of  Cleveland  by  Adver- 
tising Accessories,  Inc.,  National 
Screen  Service  subsidiary,  was  an- 
nounced yesterday,  simultaneous 
with  the  report  that  a  number  of 
the  poster  exchanges  which  belong  to 
the  National  Poster  Service  Associa- 
tion are  considering  similar  moves. 

The  Cleveland  organization,  which 

has  been  operated  by  Phillip  Kendis 

for  27  years,  becomes  a  part  of  AA, 

Inc.,  on  Feb.  19.   Leroy  Kendis,  man- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

FRENCH  PRODUCTION 
IN  SPEEDY  PICK-UP 


By    A.    KOCH-MARTIN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Paris  (By  Cable)— French  film 
studios  and  production  interests  gen- 
erally are  becoming  re-vitalized  rap- 
idly under  the  aegis  of  Henry  Tor- 
res, who  recently  succeeded  Yves 
Chataigneau  as  Director  of  the  Film 
Section  of  the  French  Propaganda 
Office. 

Since  the  shift  was  effected  about 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Educational  Films  Corp. 

May  File  in  Bankruptcy 

As  a  further  step  in  protecting  its 
creditors,  it  is  reported  that  Educa- 
tional Films  Corp.  of  America  will 
be  placed  in  voluntary  bankruptcy, 
possibly  today.  The  holding  com- 
pany, Educational  Pictures,  Inc., 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Seven  Studios  Starting 

Nine  Features  This  Week 


432  Correspondents,  Photographers  and 

Radio  News  Gatherers  Serve  Hollywood 

W est    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — Total    of    432    accredited    correspondents    and    photographers    are    now 

covering  this  world  film  capital,  check   up  establishes. 

Wire    services    are    represented    by    19    correspondents,    newspapers    by    140,    trade 

publications    by    50,    national    magazines    by    41,    fan    magazines    by    31     and    foreign 

periodicals  by  75,  while  34  news  writers  free  lance. 

Nine    news    photographers    are    on    the    job,    while    radio    is    served    by    33    news 

gatherers. 


Davis,  Gable,  Former    Oscar 
Winners,  Again  Award  Contenders 


By  RALPH  WILK 

West  Coast  Bunau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Robert  Donat,  Clark 
Gable,  Laurence  Olivier,  Mickey 
Rooney  and  James  Stewart  will  fight 
it  out  for  male  acting  honors  and 
Bette  Davis,  Irene  Dunne,  Greta 
Garbo,  Greer  Garson  and  Vivien 
Leigh  for  the  corresponding  femme 


"Oscar"   as   the  result   of   Academy 
award  nominations. 

Ballots  will  be  mailed  on  Thurs- 
day, following  announcement  of  the 
nominees.  Awards  will  be  made  at 
the  Academy  banquet  Feb.  29.  Donat 
and  Garson  were  named  for  their 
"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  performances, 
Gable   and   Leigh  for   their   GWTW 

(Continued  on  Page   3) 


Jimmy  Walker  Radio  Show 
From  Loew's  Stage  via  WHN 

Originating  from  the  stage  of 
Loew's  State  Theater  on  Broadway, 
a  new  type  of  radio  amateur  pro- 
gram will  be  launched  on  Feb.  26 
with  Jimmy  Walker,  ex-mayor  of 
New  York,  presiding.  Sponsored  by 
Princess  Pat  cosmetics,  the  show,  to 
be  known  as  "Jimmy  Walker's  Op- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Willard  C.  Patterson,  Warner 
Exec,  Dies  in  Palm  Springs 

Palm  Springs— Willard  C.  Patter- 
son, assistant  to  Joseph  W.  Bern- 
hard,  Warner  Theaters  general  man- 
ager, died  yesterday  of  tuberculosis. 
He  was  63  years  old. 

Prior  to  becoming  Bernhard's  as- 
sistant in  1926,  Patterson  had  been 
New  York  director  of  Warner  The- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Nine  new  pictures  are 

scheduled  to  go  into  production  this 

week. 
At    Columbia:     "The    Man    Who 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


Federal  Regulation  Aspect  of  Neely 
Measure  Alarms  American  Press 


Henry  Ginsberg  Joining 

Para,  as  Freeman  Aide 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Henry  Ginsberg,  for- 
mer Selznick  International  executive, 
will  join  Paramount's  executive  staff 
as  an  assistant  to  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  studio 
operations. 


Editorial  and  columnar  barrage 
against  the  Neely  bill  by  the  news- 
paper and  magazine  press  continues, 
fourth  sampling  of  opinion  by  THE 
Film  Daily  discloses. 

Dailies  are  particularly  apprehen- 
sive over  the  possibilities  of  further 
Federal  regulation  of  business. 

Opposition  to  the  Neely  measure 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Gov't    Takes     Entirely    New 

Tack  in  West  Coast 

Investigation 

By  VERN  GODKIN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

San  Francisco — Taking  an  entirely 
different  tack,  the  Department  of 
Justice  has  launched  a  film  industry 
investigation  to  determine  if  the  anti- 
trust laws  are  being  violated  by  a 
local  campaign  for  restrictions  on 
theater  construction,  it  was  reliably 
reported  yesterday. 

In  charge  of  the  probe,  it  is  said, 
is  Morris  Clark,  one  of  Thurman 
Arnold's  special  aides,  who  has  been 
quietly  at  work  here  for  some  time, 
his  special  province  being  the  build- 
ing   trades    field. 

Clark  turned  his  attention  to  film 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

HOLIDAY  CROWDS  UP 
BROADWAY  GROSSES 


A  full  holiday  for  some  and  a 
half-holiday  for  others  resulted  in 
heavy  business  for  the  Broadway  the- 
aters yesterday  as  New  York  ob- 
served Lincoln's  birthday.  Every 
house  reported  better-than-average 
grosses,  some  hitting  the  "sensa- 
tional" status. 

Radio   City  Music  Hall's  "attrac- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Report  Columbia  Weighing 
Four  Eastern  Productions 

Financial  details  are  expected  to 
determine  today,  according  to  a  re- 
port along  local  Film  Row  yester- 
day,   whether    Columbia    will    seri- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Union  Claims  Producers  39 
Profit  Greater  Than  in  '38 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  A  spokesman  for 
union  forces  indicated  last  night  that 
the  unions  will  fight  termination  of 

(Continued   on   Page    6) 
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The    New     York    stock    and     bond     market 
were    closed    yesterday,    Lincoln's    birthday. 


Shift  From  Bell  to  Erpi 

to  be  Completed  in  1940 

Shifting  of  all  research  on  sound- 
on-film  recording  from  Bell  Labora- 
tories to  Erpi  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted this  year.  Under  contract, 
Bell  was  doing  research  for  Erpi 
but  was  ordered  to  stop  by  the  FCC 
a  year  ago.  Erpi  will  do  its  own 
research  when  present  commitments 
by  Bell  have  been  completed. 

Cleveland  Foreign  House 

Closes,  Lacking  Product 

Cleveland — The  Penn  Square,  only 
foreign  picture  theater  in  the  city 
has  closed.  R.  Rose,  lessee,  states 
that  insufficient  product  is  the  cause 
of  the  closing. 


Tweedsmuir  Rites  Tomorrow 

Ottawa — State  funeral  services  for 
John  Buchan,  Lord  Tweedsmuir, 
Governor  General  of  Canada,  who 
died  Monday  night,  will  be  held  to- 
morrow. He  was  the  author  of  many 
novels,  among  them  "The  Thirty- 
nine  Steps"  which  scored  a  hit  when 
made  into  a  film. 


SAFETY |  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Pot  O'  Gold  Sponsor  Sees 
D  of  J  Action  as  Unlikely 

Lewis-Howe  Corp.,  manufacturers 
of  Turns,  and  Stack-Goble,  advertis- 
ing agency  handling  the  Horace 
Heidt  air  show,  are  not  contemplat- 
ing any  trouble  as  a  result  of  the 
FCC  turning  over  the  "Pot  O'  Gold" 
radio  giveaway  data  to  the  D  of  J. 

They  have  been  advised  by  counsel 
that  the  entire  show  is  legal  and 
entirely  free  from  interference; 
exhibitors  have  assailed  the  "Pot  O' 
Gold"  plan  as  a  lottery.  While  the 
renewal  of  the  series  has  not  as  yet 
been  announced  by  either  the  agency 
or  the  network,  there  is  no  doubt 
whatsoever  that  the  series  will  be 
continued,  it  was  learned. 

Basing  its  entire  action  on  the 
advice  which  was  forthcoming  from 
the  legal  staff,  the  sponsor  has  de- 
cided that  program  will  be  continued 
as  is  when  the  renewal  date  comes 
due.  It  has  also  been  learned  that 
Merlin  H.  Aylesworth,  attorney  and 
former  president  of  RKO  and  NBC, 
is  one  of  the  men  who  investigated 
the  program  for  the  agency,  and 
who  reported  that  program  could 
be  continued  without  fear  of  federal 
intervention. 


Wilmington  Picketing 

Decree  to  Be  Appealed 

Wilmington,  Del. — Assignments  of 
error  filed  in  the  New  Castle  County 
Court  of  Chancery  here  by  H.  Albert 
Young,  attorney  for  Local  No.  473, 
IATSE-MPMO,  gave  eight  reasons 
for  reversal  of  Chancellor  William 
Watson  Harrington's  decree  last 
Summer  restraining  the  projection- 
ists' union  from  picketing  the  inde- 
pendent Rialto  Theater.  Filing  of 
the  assignments  was  the  initial  step 
in  an  appeal  of  the  case  to  the  State 
Supreme  Court. 

Rialto,  only  indie  first-run  house 
in  the  city,  is  outlet  for  20th-Fox 
product.  A.  J.  Belair  is  manager 
and  president  of  the  company.  Wil- 
liam H.  Foulk  is  attorney  for  the 
theater. 


Outdoor  Advertising  Firm 

Organized  By  Levenkron 

Albany  —  Outdoor  Photographic 
Display  Corp.,  with  offices  in  Man- 
hattan, has  been  incorporated  here 
in  papers  filed  with  Michael  F. 
Walsh,  Secretary  of  State,  to  oper- 
ate a  general  billposting  and  adver- 
tising business. 

Authorization  is  for  600  shares, 
150  preferred  with  $100  par  value 
each  and  450  shares  of  common,  no 
par  value.  Incorporators  are  David 
A.  Levenkron  and  Joseph  A.  Leven- 
kron, of  the  Bronx  and  Harry  A. 
Levenkron,  of  Long  Island  City. 


Boost  Scale  In  Cincy 

For  "Grapes  Of  Wrath" 

Cincinnati — "Grapes  Of  Wrath,"  is 
set  for  Washington's  Birthday,  at 
RKO  Palace,  for  an  extended  run  at 
increased  prices,  with  a  60  cent  top. 


75,000  See  GWTW  In  First 
Two  Weeks  In  Louisville 


Louisville,  Ky. — Total  attendance 
for  the  first  two  weeks  of  GWTW  at 
Loew's  topped  75,000.  The  first 
week's  attendance,  some  45,000,  set 
a  new  house  record,  and  the  second 
week's  run  topped  all  other  records 
except  that  for  the  first  week  of 
GWTW. 


Laconia,  N.  H. — "Gone  with  the 
Wind"  will  be  played  at  the  Colonial 
Theater  here  the  week  of  Feb.  25, 
despite  earlier  reports  that  no  city 
north  of  Concord  would  show  the 
film  in  New  Hampshire  this  season. 


Cleveland— GWTW  in  its  second 
week  at  Loew's  Stillman  grossed 
within  five  per  cent  of  the  first 
week's  take,  which  was  capacity. 
First  week's  gross  was  $30,000. 
Second  week's  gross  was  $28,000. 
At  the  moment,  all  reserved  seats 
are  sold  up  to  Feb.  19. 


Schenectady— GWTW  which  start- 
ed in  Fabian's  Palace  here  Feb.  9 
and  after  playing  here  a  week,  will 
move  to  Fabian's  State  on  the  16th 
for  the  balance  of  the  run.  This  is 
the  same  policy  as  pursued  in 
Albany. 


Neely  Bill,  70%  Terms  and 
Television  Before  Ohio  ITO 


Columbus,  O.— ITO  of  Ohio  con- 
vention at  the  Neil  House  here  Feb. 
28-29  will  tackle  the  Neely  bill,  70 
per  cent  terms  for  films  and  televi- 
sion's effect  upon  the  box  office,  ac- 
cording to  Pete  J.  Wood,  secretary. 


Report  Horwitz  Resigns 

as  Ohio  ITO  Treasurer 


Cleveland — It  is  reliably  rumored 
that  M.  B.  Horwitz  has  resigned  as 
treasurer  and  Board  member  of  the 
Independent  Theater  Owners  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Horwitz  has  been  active  in  ITO 
affairs    since    1934. 


Autry  In  "Rancho  Grande" 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Gene  Autry  is  now 
working  in  Republic's  "Rancho  Gran- 
de," story  written  around  the  title 
of  the  famous  song  hit,  "El  Rancho 
Grande"  which  at  the  present  time 
stands  high  on  the  Hit  Parade  of 
songs. 


BRnnr  9-4153-4 


COfflMG  MID  G0IHG 


L.  B.  MAYER,  HOWARD  STRICKLINC  and 
WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  are  scheduled  to  arrive 
on  the  Coast  today  after  attending  the  pre- 
miere of  "Young  Tom  Edison"  in  Port  Huron. 
Mich. 

J.  i.  MILSTEIN,  Eastern  representative  for 
Edward  Small,  left  yesterday  for  a  Seri"hern 
vacation.  L^  . 

WILLIAM  J.  FADIMAN,  Eastern  story  editor 
for  Metro,  is  on  the  Coast  for  studio  huddles. 

JOSEPH  A.  McCONVILLE,  Columbia's  foreign 
manager,  returned  by  plane  to  New  York  at 
the   week-end   from   Mexico,   via   Cuba. 

CHRISTY  WILBERT,  of  the  20th-Fox  ex- 
ploitation staff,  goes  to  New  Haven  tomorrow 
to  confer  with  exhibs.  on  handling  "The  Crapes 
Of  Wrath." 

SETH  FIELD,  Schine  short  subject  booker; 
FRANK  WILLIAM,  booker  for  the  Benton  cir- 
cuit; and  Dan  Houlihan,  of  the  20th-Fox  office 
in    Cloversville,   are   vacationing   in    Miami. 

BILL  ONIE,  of  the  Monogram  exchange  in 
Cincinnati,    is   vacationing   in   Hot  Springs. 

GERALD  C.  GROSS  and  E.  K.  JETT,  of  the 
FCC,  arrive  here  tomorrow  on  the  Santa  Bar- 
bara   from    South   America. 

NAT  WOLFF,  agent,  and  his  wife,  EDNA 
BEST,    arrived    here    yesterday    from    the    Coast. 

EDDIE  BRACKEN  left  for  the  Coast  yester- 
day to  take  a  role  in  a  new  Paramount  picture. 

LEILA  ERNST  leaves  for  the  Coast  within  the 
next  two  weeks  to  start  work  under  a  new 
Paramount    contract. 

ANDY  DEVINE  returned  to  Hollywood  yes- 
terday. 

MARGOT  GRAHAME  has  left  for  Montreal 
after  stopping  in  New  York  at  the  Sherry 
Netherland. 

H.  M.  RICHEY,  director  of  RKO  exhibitor 
relations,    is    in    Cleveland. 


Great  States  Books  "Grapes" 

Chicago — Great  States  Circuit  has 
booked  "The  Grapes  Of  Wrath"  for 
early  showing  in  Springfield,  Peoria 
and  other  key  spots,  downstate.  The 
film  goes  into  B  &  K's  Chicago  The- 
ater for  an  extended  engagement  on 
March  1. 


Joseph   Bernhard   Improved 

Condition  of  Joseph  Bernhard, 
Warner  theater  executive,  was  re- 
ported much  improved  last  night  at 
the  Lenox  Hill  hospital. 
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POSTER  MEN  MULLING 
DEALS  WITH  AA,  INC. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

ager,  and  present  employes  will  be 
retained,  it  was  said. 

Simon  Libros,  president  of  Na- 
tic~Kline  Poster  Co.,  of _ Philadel- 
phia, is  in  New  York  for  discussions 
with  Charles  Casanave,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  AA, 
Inc.  It  is  understood  that  members 
of  the  poster  association  authorized 
Libros  to  represent  them  in  nego- 
tiating with  the  National  Screen  sub- 
sidiary, giving  him  the  power  to 
make  the  best  deals  possible. 

Libros  yesterday  said  the  confer- 
ences with  Casanave  would  continue 
for  several  days  and  that  a  state- 
ment would  be  forthcoming  later  in 
the  week. 


Para,  and  Fawcett  Sponsor 
Contest  for  New  Song  Poem 

Paramount  and  Fawcett  Publica- 
tions have  completed  a  tie-up  where- 
by they  will  sponsor  a  song-poem 
contest  in  Fawcett's  True  Confes- 
sions Magazine,  winner  to  receive 
regular  royalties  on  copies  sold  and 
recordings.  Sam  Coslow  will  put  the 
winning  poem  to  music  and  either 
Famous  Music  Corp.  or  Paramount 
Music  Corp.  will  publish. 

Lou  Diamond,  president  of  Fam- 
ous Music  and  head  of  Paramount's 
short  subject  department,  said  yes- 
terday that  the  winning  song  would 
be  featured  on  the  Chesterfield  and 
Franco-American  radio  programs 
and  would  be  recorded  by  Bluebird 
Recording  Co.  In  addition,  Harry 
Sherman,  Paramount  producer,  will 
feature  the  song  and  give  screen 
credit  in  one  of  his  pictures. 


Two  Chi.  Theaters  Used 

26  Bands  During  1939 

Chicago  —  The  Chicago  theater 
played  16  bands  in  18  weeks,  in  1939, 
while  the  State  Lake  theater  in  a 
9-week  period,  used  10  bands. 

The  band  policy  continues  for  this 
year,  with  the  booking  of  Benny 
Goodman  at  the  Chicago,  for  the 
week  of  Feb.  23,  with  Orrin  Tucker, 
Horace  Heidt  and  Hal  Kemp  booked 
tentatively  to  follow  Goodman  and 
his  band. 
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George    Fitzmauriee 

Tom   Cerety 

John     Wray 

Howard    Bretherton 

Dorothy    Mathews 


ALCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  OALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     NOW    it's    official we    mean    the    big    doin's    out    in 

Virginia    City.   Nev..    on    March    16 on   which    date   the   Warners 

will  world-premiere  its  "Virginia  City" both  in  that  community  and 

in  Reno 'cause  Nevada's  Governor  E.  P.  Carville  has  dispatched 

letters  to  all  WB  execs,  in  the  h.o.  and  the  Burbank  studio  inviting 
them  to  take  part  in  the  celebration The  text  of  the  invitation- 
letters  reveals  not  only  the  warmth  of  welcome but  the  fact  that 

His  Excellency   wields   a   colorful   pen which   well   might   find   a 

niche  in  Hollywood  film-writing  circles should  he  ever  decide  to 

turn  his  talents  in  that  direction 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     SEZ  His  Excellency,  anent  the  approaching  celebration 

and  the  Nevada  community  which  the  film  glorifies "Surely 

the  ghost  of  Flood,  Fair,  Mackay,  O'Brien,  Sutro,  Comstock  and 

the  countless  others who  took  more  than  $700,000,000  in  silver 

and  gold  from  the  Comstock  lode will  walk  that  day  (March 

16) Virginia  City  has  changed  little  in  the  80  years  since  its 

splendid   edifices,  its   magnificent   mansions its   gaudy   bars 

and  gambling  houses rode  over  the  ruins  of  a  rude  pros- 
pector's dugout It  is  a  ghost  city,  yes,  but  the  evidence  of 

its  lusty  past  is  on  every  hand" Yep,  that's  writin',  pardner! 


T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     BUT   to    this    department it's    impossible   to    think    of 

Virginia  City without  thinking  of  Charley  Einf eld the  War- 
ners' promotional  kingpin You'll  have   to   dig  through  a  lode  of 

pix to  find  three  of  such  widely  divergent  types  as  "The  Fighting 

69th,"  "Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet,"  and  "Virginia  City" yet  Mister 

Einf  eld's  versatility  has  given  to  each  a  bang-up  campaign which 

means  gold  to  his  company  and  gold  to  exhibs.  everywhere The 

outstanding  factor  in  the  Einfeld  formula  is  that  he  obviously  believes 
in  selling  the  exhib.  on  pictures,. ..  .and  their  full  potentialities  for 
making  coin 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  YES'DAY,  W.  French  Githens,  prexy  of  Newsreel  The- 
aters, Inc.,  took  his  place  as  Steward  of  the  Fox  Terrier  entries 

at   the    Westminster   Kennel   Club    show    in   Madison   Sq. 

Garden He's  a  rabid  pooch-fancier  himself having  the 

Ensarr  Kennels currently  comprising  11  French  Poodles 

on  his  N.  J.  estate They're  more  than  just  French  Poodles 

they're  French  Githens'  Poodles,  Suh! 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AT   the   Center  Theater "Pinocchio"   is  proving  itself 

a  strong  attraction  for  kids and  should  do  surprisingly  good  biz 

on  such  days  as  the  young  folks  aren't  wrapped  around  their  school- 
books Saturday  matinee  and  evening  shows and  on  Sundays 

and  holidays The  kids  kept  the  Center  busy  yesterday There 

being  no  classes  to  claim  their  attention.  .  .  •  From  Cleveland,  Milt 
Harris  reports that  two  enterprising  nurses  in  that  city  have  estab- 
lished  a   Baby   Parking   Lot    adjacent   to    the   Stillman    Theater   where 

GWTW  is  playing Parents  may  park  their  moppets  for  35  cents  an 

hour while  pa  and  ma  blow  in  to  see  GWTW 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     ONE  of  the  slickest  of  recent  campaigns is  that 

engineered  by  Barret  McCormick  for  "Swiss  Family  Robinson" 

which  is  packing  'em  in  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall and 

is  bound  to  ditto  in  all  types  of  stands  throughout  the  nation 


<4     «     « 
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DAVIS,  GABLE  AGAIN 
AWARD  CONTENDERS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

characterizations,  Olivier  for  work 
in  "Wuthering  Heights";  Rooney, 
"Babes  in  Arms";  Stewart,  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington";  Davis, 
"Dark  Victory";  Dunne,  "Love  Af- 
fair," and  Garbo,  "Ninotchka." 

Both  Davis  and  Gable  are  previous 
award  winners,  while  Donat,  Dunne 
and  Garbo  have  been  nominated  in 
previous  years.  Rooney  received  a 
special  award  as  a  child  actor  last 
year. 

The  Academy's  announcement  of 
the  nominations  called  attention  to 
"the  large  proportion  of  foreign- 
born  actors  and  actresses  nominated, 
the  broadening  of  the  voting  rules 
to  emphasize  eligibility  of  foreign- 
made  productions  released  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  selection  of 
meritorious  achievements  without 
regard  to  nationality,  creed  or 
color." 

Ten  outstanding  pictures  nominated 
include:  "Dark  Victory,"  WB;  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  S-I-Metro;  "Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips,"  Metro  (England); 
"Love  Affair,"  RKO;  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  Col.;  "Ni- 
notchka," Metro;  "Of  Mice  and  Men," 
UA-Roach;  "Stagecoach,"  UA-Wan- 
ger;  "Wizard  of  Oz,"  Metro;  "Wuth- 
ering Heights,"  UA-Goldwyn. 

Other  nominations: 

For  the  best  supporting  actor:  Brian  Aherne 
in  "Juarez"  WB;  Harry  Carey  in  "Mr. 
Smith,";  Brian  Donlevy  in  "Beau  Geste," 
Para:;  Thomas  Mitchell  in  "Stagecoach,"  UA- 
Wanger;  and  Claude  Rains  in  "Mr.  Smith." 
Mitchell   was   nominated   once   before. 

For  the  best  supporting  actress:  Olivia 
De  Havilland  and  Hattie  McDaniel  in  GWTW; 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald  in  "Wuthering  Heights"; 
Edna  Mae  Oliver  in  "Drums  Along  the  Mo- 
hawk" 20th-Fox;  and  Maria  Ouspenskaya  has 
been    nominated    once    before. 

For  the  best  screen  play:  the  late  Sidney 
Howard  for  GWTW;  R.  C.  Sherriff,  Claudine 
West  and  Eric  Maschwitz  for  "Mr.  Chips"; 
Sidney  Buchman  for  "Mr.  Smith";  Charles 
Brackett,  Billy  Wilder  and  Walter  Reisch  for 
"Ninotchka'  and  Ben  Hecht  and  Charles  Mac- 
Arthur    for    "Wuthering    Heights." 

For  the  best  original  screen  story:  Felix 
Jackson  for  "Bachelor  Mother"  (RKO);  Mil- 
dred Cram  and  Leo  McCarey  for  "Love  Af- 
fair"; Lewis  R.  Foster  for  "Mr.  Smith"; 
Melchior  Lengyel  for  "Ninotchka"  and  Lamar 
Trotti   for   "Young  Mr.   Lincoln." 

For  the  best  direction  Victor  Fleming 
for  GWTW;  Sam  Wood  for  "Mr.  Chips"; 
Frank  Capra  for  "Mr.  Smith";  John  Ford 
for  "Stagecoach"  and  William  Wyler  for 
"Wuthering  Heights.  Capra  has  won  the 
award   three   times. 

Of  all  the  pictures,  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
and  "Mr.  Smith"  led  with  seven  mentions 
apiece.  "Mr.  Chips"  and  "Wuthering  Heights" 
each  received  five;  "Ninotchka"  and  "Love  Af- 
fair," four  apiece;  "Stagecoach,  three,  and 
"Dark  Victory,"  two.  By  studios,  the  tally 
is  Metro,  eleven;  Selznick  and  Columbia, 
seven  each;  RKO  and  Goldwyn,  five;  War- 
ners and  Wanger,  three;  Fox,  two,  and  Para- 
mount  and   Roach,    one   each. 


Burnette  P.A.  Tour 
Sets  Records  Galore 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Smiley  Burnette  recently 
returned  from  a  two-and-a-half  months' 
p.a.  tour  throughout  the  Southeast. 
Smiley  averaged  breaking  three  box-office 
records  a  week  during  the  entire  tour, 
setting  a  new  high  for  p.a.  tours.  Bur- 
nette is  now  appearing  in  Republic's 
"Rancho  Grande"  which  stars  Cene 
Autry. 
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"Young  Tom  Edison" 

with  Mickey  Rooney,  Fay  Bainter,  George 

Bancroft,   Virginia   Weidler 

Metro  82  mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

WARM,  HUMAN,  APPEALING  STORY 
SHOULD  CLICK  HANDSOMELY  IN  EVERY 
THEATER. 

With  Mickey  Rooney,  the  screen's  top 
ranking  box  office  star,  in  a  warm,  human, 
appealing  story  dealing  with  the  boyhood 
of  the  famous  inventor,  the  picture  should 
click  handsomely  in  every  theater.  Mickey 
does  fine  work  in  the  title  role  and  dem- 
onstrates he  can  handle  serious,  dramatic 
moments  as  well  as  he  does  his  popular 
comedy  roles.  Norman  Taurog's  direction 
is  of  the  very  best  and  he  again  shows  he 
has  no  superior  in  the  handling  of  young- 
sters. In  addition,  he  has  gained  outstand- 
ing performances  from  his  adult  principals. 
John  W.  Considine,  Jr.,  functioned  as  pro- 
ducer, deserves  praise  for  his  work.  Fay 
Bainter  is  unusually  good  as  the  mother, 
whose  staunch,  unflinching  faith  in  her 
son  carries  him  over  many  rough  times. 
When  everyone  in  Tom's  home  town  of 
Port  Huron,  Michigan,  including  his  father, 
believe  he  is  "addle-pated"  and  he  is  ex- 
pelled from  school,  it  is  his  mother  who 
fights  for  him  and  refuses  to  become  dis- 
couraged. George  Bancroft  does  convinc- 
ing work  as  the  boy's  stern  father,  who 
finally  relents  and  becomes  very  proud  of 
his  offspring.  Virginia  Weidler  and  Eugene 
Palletre  give  excellent  performances.  Brad- 
bury Foote,  Dore  Schary  and  Hugo  Butler 
shaped  a  splendid  screenplay,  based  on 
material  assembled  by  H.  Alan  Dunn.  Young 
Tom  delves  for  causes  rather  than  effects 
and  his  experiments  get  him  into  many 
scrapes.  He  is  very  enterprising  and  gets 
a  job  on  a  train  as  a  news  butcher,  but 
when  his  concoction  for  an  explosive  proves 
to  be  nitroglycerin  and  scares  the  wits  out  of 
a  train-load  of  passengers,  Tom  is  literally 
kicked  out  of  work.  To  add  insult  to  in- 
jury, Tom  is  expelled  from  school  when  one 
of  his  concoctions  causes  everyone  to  be- 
lieve the  school  is  on  fire.  However,  Tom, 
now  16  years  old,  with  his  heart  set  on 
becoming  a  telegraph  operator,  becomes 
the  town's  hero  when  he  prevents  a  train 
wreck  by  sending  a  Morse  code  message 
of  warning  on  a  train  whistle. 

CAST:  Mickey  Rooney,  Fay  Bainter, 
George  Bancroft,  Virginia  Weidler,  Eugene 
Pallette,  Victor  Kilian,  Bobbie  Jordan,  J.  M. 
Kerrigan,  Lloyd  Corrigan,  John  Kellogg,  Clem 
Bevans,   Eily   Malyon,   Harry   Shannon. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  John  W.  Considine, 
Jr.;  Associate  Producer,  Orville  0.  Dull; 
Director,  Norman  Taurog;  Authors,  Brad- 
bury Foote,  Dore  Schary,  Hugo  Butler; 
Screenplay,  same;  Based  on  material  by 
H.  Alan  Dunn;  Cameraman,  Sidney  Wagner; 
Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbons;  Associate, 
Harry  McAfee;  Editor,  Elmo  Veron;  Musical 
Score,   Edward  Ward. 

DIRECTION,  The  Best.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 

Goldman  Joins  WB  Staff 

Chicago  —  Harry  Goldman  joins 
Warners  country  sales  staff  here. 
He  fills  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  promotion  of  Robert  M.  Al- 
len to  the  city  staff. 


"My  Little  Chickadee" 

with  Mae  West  and  W.  C.  Fields 

Universal  83  mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

LAUGH- PACKED  COMEDY  RATES  AS 
A  BOX  OFFICE  NATURAL  WITH  STARS 
JCORING  STRONGLY. 

Teamed    for   the   first   time,    Mae   West, 
vith    her   hip-swishing,   eye-rolling   and   in- 
iTiitable   style   and   W.   C.   Fields,   with   his 
elighrful    Pickwickian    comedy,    muster    a 
ieavy    total   of   laughs,    some    of   the    belly 
ariety.      It    is    all    lusty    fun,    with    Mae 
wringing  new  life  to  the  old  West  of  buf 
aloes  and  Indians.     Mae  and  Bill  wrote  the 
riginal    story    and    screenplay    and    have    a 
.eld   day.     They   concocted   some   amusing 
^ags  and   situations,  with   the   most   laugh- 
rovoking  scene  being  that  of  the  amorous 
ill    emerging    from    a    bath    and    entering 
is  bed  in  the  dark.    There  he  finds  a  goat 
jther   than   the   lovely   Mae,   his  supposed 
.fe,  Mae  having  installed  the  animal  as  a 
substitute    while    she    dallied    in    the    hills 
with    her    mysterious    masked    sweetheart, 
who    has    been    holding    up    stagecoaches. 
Director    Edward    F.    Cline,    a    veteran    in 
handling  comedy,  guided  the  fun  with  splen- 
did  results.     Lester  Cowan   deserves  praise 
as   producer.    When    Mae,   a   two-gun   gal, 
goes   West   she    meets    Bill,    and    believing 
Bill   is   wealthy,   she   agrees    to    marry    him. 
She    has   a   gambler    friend,    Donald    Meek, 
who    has    a    pious    appearance,    perform    a 
"phoney"    ceremony.     Joseph    Calleia,    big- 
shot   gambler,    who   controls   his   town,    has 
Bill    made    sheriff.      Dick    Foran,    tall    and 
handsome,   is  the  town's  editor  and   leader 
of    the    reform    element,    but    he    starts    to 
fall    for    Mae.     When    the    town's    school 
teacher    becomes    ill,    Mae    steps    in    and 
teaches  the  youngsters  some  quaint  lessons 
in    mathematics    and    such.     Calleia    is    re- 
vealed as  the  masked  bandit,  who  has  been 
making  love  to  Mae,  and   he   and   his  men 
are   brought   to  justice. 

CAST:  Mae  West,  W.  C.  Fields,  Joseph 
Calleia,  Dick  Foran,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Mar- 
garet Hamilton,  Donald  Meek,  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Willard  Robertson,  George  Moran,  Jackie 
Searl,  Fay  Adler,  Gene  Austin,  "Coco"  and 
"Candy". 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Lester  Cowan;  Di- 
rector, Edward  F.  Cline;  Authors,  Mae  West 
and  W.  C.  Fields;  Screenplay,  same;  Cam- 
eraman, Joseph  Valentine;  Art  director, 
Jack  Otterson;  Associate,  Martin  Obzina; 
Editor,  Edward  Curtiss;  Musical  Director, 
Charles  Previn;  Musical  Score,  Frank  Skin- 
ner; Song  by  Milton  Drake  and  Ben  Oakland. 
DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


Curtiz  With  WB  14  Years 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Michael  Curtiz  is  cele- 
brating his  14th  year  with  Warners 
by  directing  "The  Sea  Hawk."  Among 
the  pictures  he  has  directed  are 
"Virginia  City,"  "Elizabeth  and  Es- 
sex," "Dodge  City"  and  "Four 
Daughters." 

12  Featurets  for  World 

During  the  next  six  months  World 
Pictures  Corp.  will  release  12  fea- 
turets. "Ski  Chase"  and  "The  City" 
are  included. 


"The  Farmer's 
Daughter" 

with  Martha  Raye  and  Charlie  Ruggles 

Paramount  60  mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

AMUSING  COMEDY  WITH  PLENTY  OF 
LAUGHS  SHOULD  PLEASE  POP  AUDI- 
ENCES. 

Here  Martha  Raye  has  a  sympathetic  role 
and  as  an  awkward,  well-meaning  country 
girl,  she  piles  up  many  laughs.  Charlie 
Ruggles  is  also  in  for  a  heavy  bundle  of 
laughs,  while  Jack  Norton,  in  his  best 
screen  role  to  date,  goes  to  town  as  a 
drunken  playwright,  who  cannot  write  with- 
out the  accompaniment  of  Broadway  noises 
and  New  York  air.  Gertrude  Michael  is 
a  standout  as  a  temperamental  stage  star, 
and  Richard  Denning  is  good  as  a  hand- 
some leading  man.  James  Hogan  has  turned 
in  a  splendid  directorial  job,  while  William 
C.  Thomas,  the  producer,  has  provided 
worthwhile  production  values.  Lewis  R. 
Foster  fashioned  an  amusing  screenplay, 
based  on  an  original  story  by  Delmar  Daves. 
As  usual  Martha  Raye  scores  with  her 
songs,  this  time  singing  "Jungle  Jingle", 
by  Frederick  Hollander  and  Frank  Losser, 
and  Stephen  Foster's  "Jeanie  With  The 
Light  Brown  Hair",  as  re-arranged  by  Dave 
Rose.  Ruggles,  a  Broadway  producer,  con- 
verts the  barn  on  Martha's  farm  into  a 
strawhat  theater.  The  backer  of  the  show 
has  sent  Gertrude  Michael  to  star  in  the 
new  play,  so  that  he  can  go  South  for  his 
surprise  marriage  without  being  molested 
by  Gertrude.  As  the  curtain  is  about  to 
go  up  on  the  opening  performance,  Ger- 
trude learns  of  the  backer's  marriage  and 
she  walks  out  on  Producer  Ruggles.  Martha, 
who  has  been  helping  Denning  with  his 
lines,  steps  into  the  starring  role  and  scores 
a  smash  hit  with  her  singing  and  dancing. 

CAST:  Martha  Raye,  Charlie  Ruggles, 
Richard  Denning,  Gertrude  Michael,  Wil- 
liam Frawley,  Jack  Norton,  William  Dem- 
arest,  William  Duncan,  Ann  Shoemaker, 
Benny  Baker,  Tom  Dugan,  Lorraine  Krueger, 
Betty  McLaughlin,  Anne  Harrison. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  William 
C.  Thomas;  Director,  James  Hogan;  Author, 
Delmar  Daves;  Screen  Play,  Lewis  R.  Foster; 
Cameraman,  Leo  Tover;  Art  Directors,  Hans 
Dreier,  Franz  Bachelin;  Editor,  Archie  Mar- 
shek. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


Bentons  to  Truck  Films 

From  Atlanta  to  Florida 


Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  ICC  has  granted 
Benton  Brothers  Film  Express  per- 
mission to  transport  film  by  motor 
carrier  from  the  film  exchanges  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  certain  points  in 
Florida.  Operations  will  be  con- 
ducted daily  including  Sunday  and 
special  attention  will  be  given  to 
emergency  shipments  in  order  to 
prevent  the  concellation  of  a  show, 
ICC  found  in  its  report.  They  re- 
ported four  distributors  in  Atlanta 
desire  the  extended  service  to 
Florida. 


"Outside  the  3-Mile 
Limit" 

with  Jack  Holt,  Harry  Carey,  Sig  Rumann 
Columbia-Darmour  63  mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW)  fiti 
MYSTERY  MELLER  WITH  GOOD  rKO- 
DUCTION   VALUES  SHOULD   PLEASE. 

A  good,  solid,  though  inexpensive  mys- 
tery meller  that  should  please.  The  direc- 
tion is  smooth;  the  screenplay  intelligent, 
and  the  acting  subtle  yet  active  enough 
to  please  the  patrons  at  whom  the  picture 
is  aimed.  The  "production"  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  miniature  shots,  is  above 
par  for  a  picture  in  this  budget  bracket. 
An  excellent  cast  studded  with  such  names 
as  Harry  Carey,  Sig  Rumann,  Eduardo  Cian- 
nelli,  Donald  Briggs  and  Dick  Pureed,  in 
support  of  Jack  Holt,  stamps  this  Larry 
Darmour  production  with  the  seal  of  class. 
The  story  deals  with  the  activities  of  a 
Secret  Service  Agent's  efforts  to  track  down 
a  gang  of  counterfeiters,  who  are  planting 
their  "Queer"  on  patrons  of  a  gambling 
ship  anchored  off  the  coast  of  Southern 
California.  Jack  Holt,  as  Conway  the 
secret  agent,  secures  a  job  on  the  motor 
yacht  gambling  palace,  operated  by  Dave 
Reeves,  played  by  Eduardo  Ciannelli.  Holt's 
partner  played  by  Dick  Pureed,  is  killed 
and  thrown  overboard  by  Reeves,  who  then 
clears  the  ship  of  passengers  and  heads  out 
to  sea  for  a  cruise  to  nowhere  in  an  effort 
to  escape  before  the  murdered  man's  body 
is  washed  ashore.  Captain  Bailey  (Harry 
Carey),  Skipper  of  the  ship,  inveigles  the 
party  to  accept  the  hospitality  of  one  Van 
Cleve  (Sig  Rumann)  who  after  mutiny, 
double  crossings  galore,  fire,  and  at  the  end, 
the  ride  to  the  rescue  of  the  local  Central 
American  Mounted  Police,  is  uncovered  as 
the  secret  power  behind  the  counterfeiting 
ring.  The  boy  in  the  person  of  Donald 
Briggs  and  the  girl  played  by  Irene  Ware, 
clinch — and  Conway  scores  another  win 
for   Uncle  Sam. 

CAST:  Jack  Holt,  Harry  Carey,  Sig 
Rumann,  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  Donald  Briggs, 
Irene  Ware,  Dick  Pureed,  Ben  Weldon,  Paul 
Fix,  George  Lewis. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Larry  Darmour;  Di- 
rector, Lewis  D.  Collins;  Authors,  Eric 
Taylor  and  Albert  DeMond;  Screenplay, 
Albert  DeMond;  Cameraman,  James  S. 
Brown,  Jr.;  Editor,  D wight  Caldwell;  Music 
by  Lee  Zahler. 

DIRECTION,      Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Good. 


"Biscuit  Eater"  Premiere 
To  Be  Held  Despite  Storm 

Albany,  Ga. — Despite  the  tornado 
which  almost  leveled  this  town  last 
week,  plans  to  hold  the  world  pre- 
miere of  Paramount's  "The  Biscuit 
Eater"  on  or  about  April  10  will  not 
be  changed.  The  picture  was  made 
in  and  around  the  city  and  features 
local  actors  and  singers. 

A  national  broadcast  from  Albany 
will  be  held  on  the  night  of  the  pic- 
ture's opening,  with  visiting  notables, 
newspaper  men  and  southern  ex- 
hibitors in  attendance.  It  appears 
certain  that  the  town  will  have  risen 
from  the  wreckage  before  the  pre- 
miere date. 
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FRISCO  RESTRICTIONS 
OF  BUILDING  STUDIED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

biz  at  the  instigation  of  Alfred 
Graziani,  counsel  for  the  Bridge 
Theaters,  Inc.,  who  charged  that  the 
inrU^passage  by  the  San  Francisco 
Boa-  .  of  Supervisors  of  an  ordinance 
limiting  theaters  of  more  than  300 
seats  to  Class  A  steel  and  concrete 
construction  was  part  of  a  "con- 
spiracy" by  large  downtown  and 
neighborhood  theater  chains  to 
"squeeze    out"   smaller   theaters. 

Ordinance  was  given  preliminary 
approval  after  Fire  Chief  Charles 
Brennan  supported  it  as  a  public 
safety  measure,  this,  Graziani  la- 
belled a  subterfuge. 

Department  of  Justice  action  is 
possible  because  building  materials 
and  theater  equipment  are  handled 
in  interstate  commerce. 


Want  Frisco   Houses   Seating 
More  Than  300  in  "A"  Class 

San  Francisco  —  All  new  theaters 
here  of  more  than  300  seats  must  be 
of  class  "A"  construction  if  a  new 
ordinance  passes  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. The  old  ordinance  permits 
frame  theaters  of  fewer  than  400 
seats  outside  the  fire  limits. 

Small  theater  operators  have  bit- 
terly attacked  the  new  ordinance, 
while  large  downtown  theater  opera- 
tors and  chain  operators  are  sup- 
porting it. 

Small  operators  charged  that  the 
reduction  from  400  to  300  seats 
would  make  small  theaters  unprofit- 
able and  was  an  attempt  to  extend 
monopoly   of  large  theater   chains. 

Large  theater  operators  urged  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance  as  a  safety 
factor.  Fire  Chief  Charles  Brennan 
stated  that  he  regretted  that  it  could 
not  be  made  retroactive. 

Supervisor  Arthur  Brown  is  op- 
posed to  the  measure,  contending  it 
was  designed  to  prevent  construction 
of  small  neighborhood  theaters  by 
making  them  unprofitable. 

Supervisor  Jesse  Colman  declared 
that  in  his  opinion  it  was  one  of  the 
most  unfair  measures  ever  put  be- 
fore the  board. 

Eight  other  supervisors  favor 
adoption. 

Fly  to  Florida  Vacation 

Richmond,  Va.  —  Floyd  Stawls, 
manager  of  the  Carillon,  and  Bill 
Attmore,  RCA  engineer,  both  regis- 
tered air  pilots,  left  here  by  plane 
Sunday  to  spend  a  week  in  Florida, 
visiting  Miami  and  Pensacola. 


Hollywood  Striking 
Back  at  His  Honor? 

Hollywood  is  striking  back  against 
Mayor  LaGuardia's  Eastern  production 
drive  by  its  own  "campaign  of  villifica- 
tion  by  implication,"  employing  scenes 
and  sequences  in  new  pix  to  establish 
that  "New  York  is  several  miles  this 
side  of  Utopia,"  according  to  a  Duncan 
Underhill  byliner  in  the  World-Telegram 
Saturday. 

Underbill's  story  cited  "Destiny,"  "It's 
a  Date,"  "Black  Friday"  and  "Remember 
the  Night." 


A  "£Mc"  hat*  "£ois" 


By  RALPH  WOK 


HOLLYWOOD 
Tilt  Budget  for  "Anne" 

"^NNE  of  Windy  Poplars,"  next 
solo  starring  vehicle  for  Anne 
Shirley,  has  been  catalogued  in  the 
higher  budget  class  and  will  be  pro- 
duced by  Cliff  Reid  as  one  of  the 
major  features  on  RKO  Radio's  pro- 
gram. To  be  directed  by  Jack  Hively, 
story  is  a  companion  novel  to  "Anne 
of  Green  Gables,"  by  L.  M.  Mont- 
gomery. 

T  T  ▼ 

Werker  on  "Pago  Pago" 

Alfred  Werker  will  direct  "South 
of  Pago   Pago"  for   Edward   Small. 

T  T  T 

Hollywood  Castings 

Castings:  Wendy  Barrie  in  RKO's 
"The  Saint  Takes  Over" . .  .  Ruth 
Terry  in  Warners'  "An  Angel  from 
Texas"  and  Harry  Davenport  and 
Sybil  Harris  in  the  same  studio's 
"All  This  and  Heaven,  Too" . .  . 
Barbara  Stanwyck  in  Para.'s  "The 
Night  of  Jan.  16" .  .  Phillip  Wood 
and  Dix  Davis  in  Sol  Lesser's  "Our 
Town" .  .  .  Clarence  Muse  in  the  Gold- 
berg-Port "Broken  Strings." 

RKO    Signs    Elaine    Shepard 

Elaine  Shepard,  New  York  model, 
who  has  been  placed  under  term  con- 
tract by  RKO  Radio,  will  make  her 
debut  in  "The  Romantic  Mr.  Hink- 
lin,"  now  being  produced  by  Cliff 
Reid. 

T  T  T 

Ruggleses  as  Haberdashers 

The  first  of  a  chain  which  they 
plan  for  the  Pacific  Coast,  Wesley 
Ruggles  and  Brother  Charlie  have 
taken  over  a  newly  opened  swank 
toggery  shop  adjacent  to  San  Fran- 
cisco's Mark  Hopkins  Hotel. 


$197,500  in  City  License 
Fees  Paid  by  Chi.  Exhibs. 

Chicago — City  of  Chicago  received 
$197,500  in  license  fees  last  year 
from  312  theaters,  with  327,910  seats, 
according  to  records  of  Louis  Rix- 
mann,  collector.  This  was  approxi- 
mately the  same  amount  as  received 
in  1938,  according  to  L.  Geis  of  the 
collector's  office. 


"Birth  of  a  Nation,"  GWTW 
Running  Simultaneously 

Richmond,  Va.  —  Sam  Bendheim, 
Jr.,  general  manager,  Neighborhood 
Theaters,  has  booked  "The  Birth  of 
a  Nation"  into  the  first-run  Capitol 
for  a  week.  It  will  run  simultane- 
ously with  the  third  week  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  at  Loew's. 


Trans-Atlantic  Chartered 

Dover,  Del.  —  Trans- Atlantic  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  has  been  granted  a  char- 
ter to  deal  in  films.  Capitalization 
is  $100,000,  par  $10.  The  incorpo- 
rators listed  are  David  H.  Jackman, 
Edwin  E.  Lindgren,  and  John  E.  Cos- 
grove,  New  York. 


O'Hara  In  "One  of  Six  Girls" 

Maureen  O'Hara  will  be  starred 
by  RKO  Radio  in  "One  of  Six  Girls," 
to  be  produced  this  Spring  by  Erich 
Pommer.  "One  of  Six  Girls,"  an 
original  story  by  Vicki  Baum,  cen- 
ters its  plot  around  a  chorus  girl's 
struggle  to  become  a  great  dancer. 
Lucille  Ball  and  Barbara  Read  will 
be  in  the  cast. 


Dubbing  In  Edison's  Words 

In  filming  Thomas  A.  Edison's  ex- 
periments with  sound,  Clarence 
Brown,  directing  "Edison,  The  Man," 
for  Metro,  will  dub  in  the  actual 
words  used  by  the  inventor  for  his 
first  record.  These  words  were  en- 
graved on  tinfoil,  and  the  original 
machine  was  loaned  to  Brown  by 
Henry  Ford. 


Wood  Finds  "New  England" 

Because  the  northern  California 
coast  around  Point  Arena  and  Fort 
Bragg  most  closely  resembles  the 
coast  of  New  England,  Sam  Wood 
will  take  his  "Our  Town"  company 
north  for  several  days  of  shooting 
in  that  vicinity.  Wood,  on  loan  from 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  is  directing  "Our 
Town"  for  Sol  Lesser. 


WILLARDC.  PATTERSON 
DIES  IN  PALM  SPRINGS 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

aters  public  relations,  coming  to  that 
spot  from  divisional  managerships 
with  Publix  and  Universal  Theaters 
in  Atlanta,  his  home  town.  He  had 
a  long  career  in  show  business,  start- 
ing in  the  legit  end  and  moving  into 
pictures  as  manager  of  the  Criterion 
and  Metropolitan  theaters,  Atlanta. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
starts  back  to  Atlanta  today  with 
his  body.  Funeral  arrangements  will 
be  completed  later  in  the  week. 


Ice  Follies  Hurts  B.  O. 

of  New  Haven  Theaters 


New  Haven — Ice  Follies  of  1940 
at  the  4,500-seat  Arena  proved  the 
outstanding  amusement  gross  re- 
corded in  the  state.  The  show  took 
$55,000  in  eight  evenings  and  two 
matinees.  Demand  for  tickets  at 
85c,  $1.10,  $1.65  and  $2.50,  prompted 
the  management  to  put  on  the  extra 
Monday  show  yesterday,  which  fin- 
ished the  run.  At  the  same  time, 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  at  the  1500- 
seat  College  for  a  second  week  took 
$19,000,  in  addition  to  the  estimated 
$21,000  first  week.  All  other  down- 
towns were  badly  hit. 
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JIMMY  WALKER  TO  BE 
RADIO  SHOW  EMCEE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

portunity  Hour,"  will  be  broadcast 
over  WHN  every  Monday  evening 
from  9  to  10. 

Purpose  of  the  program,  in  addi- 
tion to  entertainment,  is  to  uncover 
obscure  talent.  In  accepting  the  job 
of  emcee,  Walker  said: 

"New  York,  which  really  means 
the  Metropolitan  distinct  with  its 
more  than  11,000,000  population,  has 
the  largest  entertainment  -  seeking 
audience  in  the  world,  yet  its  lament- 
able quota  of  representatives  in  this 
field  would  make  it  appear  like  a 
thriving  hamlet  of  about  2,000  hon- 
est, deserving  souls.  That  figure 
never  did  set  right  in  my  mind.  This 
is  a  strange  paradox  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  our  Metropolitan  district 
is  the  entertainment  capital  of  the 
world.  If  it  is  for  lack  of  oppor- 
tunity, I  am  going  to  find  out." 


Union  Claims  Producers  '39 
Profit  Greater  Than  in  '38 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

the  10  per  cent  pay  increase  to  be 
asked  by  producers  at  the  initial 
meeting  between  producers  and  la- 
bor representatives   on  Thursday. 

He  declared  that  certain  major 
companies  showed  a  greater  profit 
in  1939  than  in  1938  and  that  fed- 
eral amusement  taxes  for  1939  ex- 
ceeded those  for  1938  by  $284,977. 
When  the  producers  granted  the  10 
per  cent  pay  tilt  several  weeks  ago 
it  was  agreed  that  the  raise  would 
be  subject  to  adjustment  on  Feb.  15. 


UA  Gets  Trade  Award 

First  prize  in  the  annual  competi- 
tion of  the  Martin  Cantine  Company 
for  "outstanding  skill"  in  the  use 
of  coated  paper  in  motion  picture 
trade  paper  advertising  during  1939, 
was  awarded  to  UA. 


Cleveland — Of  interest  to  local 
film  folks  is  the  announced  engage- 
ment of  Irving  Shenker,  son  of  Max 
Shenker,  sales  representative  for 
Berlo  Vending  Machine  Co.,  and  An- 
nette Newman  of  this  city.  Wedding- 
will  take  place  in  June. 


Cleveland — Sam  Gerace,  manager 
of  the  Rialto  Theater,  was  married  to 
Julia  Gibac  of  this  city. 


Cleveland — Miss  Thelma  Hirsch,  of 
the  Associated  Circuit  secretarial 
force,  has  announced  her  marriage  to 
David  Lasher  of  this  city.  The  bride 
continues   with   Associated. 


Cleveland — Sidney  Garfinkle,  local 
sales  representative  for  Quality  Pre- 
miums, and  Miss  Evalyn  Goldstein, 
cashier  at  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Theater 
have  announced  their  engagement. 
They  are  planning  a  May  wedding. 


news  Of  TH6  DAY 


Richmond,  Va. — Records  went  with 
the  wind  in  the  Theater  Duckpin 
League  as  Pete  Southward  rolled  a 
set  of  388,  while  Victor  Friedman's 
record  game  of  145  and  Keith  Cau- 
dle's set  of  373  led  Colonial  to  rec- 
ords of  591  and  1624.  Southward's 
record  set  paced  Brookland-Bellevue 
to  two  wins  over  State,  while  the 
Colonial  was  winning  three  from 
Grand.  Park  took  three  games  from 
the  Carillon. 


Albany  —  Roder  Amusement  Co., 
Inc.,  of  New  York  City,  has  been 
chartered  to  exhibit  motion  pictures. 
William  J.  Boxer,  Samuel  Levitt, 
Benjamin  Dronge  are  incorporators. 


Albany — Chinese  American  Films, 
Inc.,  has  been  granted  a  charter.  S. 
E.  Sydney,  Rudolph  Allen  and  Miri- 
am Kaplan,  listed  at  565  Fifth  Ave- 
nue, New  York  City,  are  subscribers. 


Westport,  Conn. — With  complete 
interior  and  exterior  renovation  near- 
ing  completion,  the  Fine  Arts  The- 
ater is  expected  to  be  opened  by 
George  Comden  Thursday. 


Carthage,  Tex. — R.  A.  Gill,  own- 
er of  the  Cartex  Theater,  has  pur- 
chased the  Kyle  building  and  will 
convert  it  into  a  modern  theater. 


Madill,  Okla.  —  Plans  have  been 
completed  by  Corgan  &  Moore,  Dal- 
las architects,  for  the  remodeling  of 


the-  Majestic  Theater.  The  house  is 
owned  by  Harry  Lawrence  and  will 
seat  400  persons.  Work  will  start 
April  1  and  six  weeks  will  be  re- 
quired to  complete  it. 


Binghamton,  N.  Y.  —  Frederick 
Nansen,  contractor,  will  build  a  new 
600-seater  here,  to  be  operated  by 
his  wife. 


Massillon,  O.  —  The  new  Weslin 
Theater,  1,000-seater,  representing 
an  investment  of  approximately 
$100,000  has  been  opened  here.  The 
theater,  third  for  this  city  was  built 
by  Skirball  Bros,  of  Cleveland,  which 
circuit  also  operates  the  Grand  here. 
A.  O.  Brinham,  manager  of  the 
Grand  will  also  supervise  the  new 
house. 


Chicago — Terrace  Theater  Co.  has 
been  organized  by  E.  H.  Allen,  H. 
Nichols  and  G.  Sikokis  to  operate 
vaudefilm  theaters.  Headquarters  are 
maintained  at  105  W.  Monroe  St. 


Lawrenceville,  111. — C.  D.  Carter, 
B.  N.  Yosowitz  and  C.  O.  Carter  have 
organized  the  Carter  Theater  Corp. 
to  operate  theaters  in  this  territory. 


Batesville,  Ark.  —  Jake  Engles, 
owner  of  the  Melba,  has  sold  an  in- 
terest in  the  house  to  Commonwealth 
Theaters  Corp.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
William  Headstream  will  serve  as 
manager. 


Seven  Studios  Starting 

Nine  Features  This  Week 
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Would  Not  Die"  with  Boris  Karloff 
and  Roger  Pryor. 

At  M-G-M:  "One  Was  Beautiful" 
featuring  Jean  Muir,  with  Laraine 
Day,  Billie  Burke  and  Robert  Cum- 
mings. 

At  RKO:  "The  Saint  Takes  Over" 
with  George  Sanders  and  Wendy 
Barrie;  and  Gene  Towne  and 
Graham  Baker's  "Tom  Brown's 
School  Days"  with  Jimmy  Lydon, 
Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  Polly  Moran 
and   Freddie   Bartholomew. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  The  Jones 
Family  in  "The  Modern  39'rs". 

At  Universal:  "La  Conga  Night" 
with  Hugh  Herbert. 

At  Republic:  "Ghost  Valley  Raid- 
ers" starring  Donald  Barry  with 
Lona  Andre  in  the  feminine  lead. 

At  Monogram:  "Midnight  Limited" 
with  John  King  and  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds, and  "Son  of  the  Navy"  with 
Jean  Parker  and   Martin   Spellman. 


Kerasotes  Circuit  Takes 
Rolan   Chillicothe   Houses 

Springfield,  111.  —  The  Karasotes 
circuit  has  added  the  Palace  and 
Sunset  theaters  of  Chillicothe.  These 
houses  had  been  operated  by  Frank 
J.  Rolan.  Luther  Worley  has  been 
named  Chillicothe  manager  for  the 
circuit. 


Two  Traffic  Safety  Film 

Awards  Again  Offered 

Boston — Miller  McClintock,  chair- 
man of  the  Motion  Picture  Traffic 
Safety  Committee,  announces  his 
group  has  been  asked  to  judge  two 
important  traffic  safety  film  awards 
that  have  been  offered  again  by  two 
of  its  member  organizations  for  mo- 
tion pictures  or  sound-slide  films 
produced  in  1939. 

The  awards  are  the  C.I.T.  Safety 
Foundation  Award  for  International 
Motion  Pictures,  which  is  a  bronze 
plaque  for  the  institutionally  spon- 
sored motion  picture  that  most  ef- 
fectively encourages  a  safer  use  of 
the  streets  and  highways;  and  the 
American  Automobile  Ass'n  Award 
For  Sound  Slide  Films,  a  sculptured 
trophy  for  the  sound  slide  film  pro- 
duction that  is  most  effective  in  its 
contribution  toward  more  orderly 
and  safe  use  of  streets  and  high- 
ways. 


Warner,  Warner  Everywhere! 

Broadway  currently  has  a  strong 
Warner  flavor,  and  by  tomorrow, 
'twill  be  still  stronger  when  "The 
Mad  Empress"  opens  at  the  Cen- 
tral. This  newcomer  to  the  street 
will  mean  four  WB  pix  running  con- 
currently,— the  others  being  "The 
Fighting  69th"  at  the  Strand;  "Brit- 
ish Intelligence"  at  the  Globe;  and 
"Calling  Philo  Vance"  at  the  RKO 
Palace. 


FRENCH  PRODUCTION 
IN  SPEEDY  PICK-UI 
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a  month  ago,  Torres'  plans  for  th 
completion  of  all  film  production: 
interrupted  by  commencement  o± 
hostilities  have  been  forgingQ  ead. 
It  is  asserted  here  that  theik*'  pic- 
tures will  be  completed  by  the  end 
of  March,  and  that  50  additional  at- 
tractions are  currently  being  readied 
for  the  cameras. 

More  than  10  new  films  are  to  be 
started  this  week,  thus  rendering  a 
pre-war,  normal  aspect  to  all  the 
local  studios. 

Official  France,  it  is  pointed  out, 
does  not  intend  to  let  its  film  indus- 
try "die"  as  was  the  case  in  the 
1914-18  years. 

In  the  vanguard  of  the  new  pro- 
ductions will  be  the  Danielle  Dar- 
rieux  starring  vehicle,  "Ce  N'est  Pas 
Pour  Les  Enfants,"  which  her  hus- 
band, Henri  Decoin,  now  a  captain 
in  the  army,  will  direct  during  a 
three-month  leave;  "L'Empreinte 
du  Dieu,"  now  being  directed  by 
Leonide  Moguy  at  the  Pathe  studio 
in  Joinville;  "Abri-39,"  to  be  directed 
by  Jacques  de  Baroncelli,  and  star- 
ring Josephine  Baker. 

The  Air  Ministry  is  co-operating 
with  the  making  of  "The  Ace"  which 
Yvan  Noe  is  directing;  Leslie  How- 
ard is  preparing  two  dramatic  fea- 
tures dealing  with  Britain's  partici- 
pation in  the  war;  and  Maurice  de 
Canonge,  well-known  director,  starts 
shooting  his  picture  "Soldiers  With- 
out a  Uniform"  on  Feb.  20. 

Roger  Richebe,  veteran  French 
producer,  will  make  several  features, 
among  the  first  of  which  will  be  "Le 
Roman  de  Renart"  and  "Madame 
Sans-Gene." 


Benson  Waddell  Stricken 

Newark  —  Benson  Foraker  Wad- 
dell, 56,  who  assisted  Lee  De  Forest 
in  development  of  talking  and  silent 
films,   is   dead  here. 


John  E.  Hoban  Dead 

Claremont,  N.  H.— John  Edward 
Hoban,  72,  for  many  years  a  film 
exhibitor  in  Barre,  Vt.,  is  dead  here. 

Mrs.   Elihu  Webster  Dead 

Rochester,  N.  H.  —  Mrs.  Harriet 
Webster,  wife  of  Elihu  Webster, 
manager  of  the  City  Opera  House, 
is  dead  here. 


Richmond,  Va.  —  Elizabeth  Cope- 
land  Norfleet,  movie  editor  and 
critic,  News  Leader,  gave  birth  to 
a  baby  boy  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital. 


Cincinnati — Andy  Niedenthal,  The 
Belvedere  Theater,  is  father  of  a 
7V2   lb.   son. 


Alderson,  W.  Va. — Jimmy  Russel, 
proprietor  of  the  Russel  Theater,  is 
father  of  a  baby  boy. 
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HOLIDAY  CROWDS  UP 
BROADWAY  GROSSES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion,  "Swiss  Family  Robinson,"  at- 
tracted a  tremendous  attendance, 
lobby  delays  and  lines  being  the 
rule  during  both  afternoon  and  eve- 
ning performances.  During  the  first 
matinee  showing,  an  estimated  2,- 
000  patrons  were  lined  up  waiting 
for  the  "break."  Business  was  "ca- 
pacity plus"  at  the  Capitol  where 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  continued  its 
fast  pace,  and  the  same  feature  at 
the  reserved-seat  Astor  was  a  sell- 
out. "Grapes  of  Wrath"  rolled  up  a 
huge  take  at  the  Rivoli  throughout 
the  day. 

A  rather  surprising  aspect  of  the 
Lincoln's  Birthday  holiday  theater 
jam  was  the  character  of  business  at 
the  Center  Theater,  which  is  round- 
ing out  the  initial  week  of  "Pinoc- 
chio."  Box-office  check-up  revealed 
the  house  being  crowded  with  an 
estimated  96  per  cent  kid  audience. 
B.  O.  line  at  times  stretched  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  yesterday.  Reserved 
seats  were  said  selling  into  early 
April. 

"Little  Old  New  York,"  20th-Fox, 
in  its  second  week  at  the  Roxy  did 
an  impressive  week-end  business, 
with  long  lines  at  the  theater  yes- 
terday. Metro's  "Congo  Maisie" 
proved  a  big  attraction  at  the  Cri- 
terion, and  "The  Saint's  Double 
Trouble,"  new  RKO  release,  opened 
strong  yesterday  at  the  Rialto. 

Because  of  the  heavy  business  on 
"The  Fighting  69th"  reported  by  the 
Strand  since  the  picture  opened, 
holiday  crowds  had  little  effect  al- 
though it  was  believed  that  the  gross 
would  be  slightly  higher  at  the  end 
of  the  day.  Lobby  lines  and  stand- 
ing room  were  the  rule  of  the  day,  as 
has  been  the  case  since  the  opening. 

"Geronimo"  and  two  stage  bands 
at  the  Paramount  packed  the  house 
throughout  the  day,  with  business  re- 
ported as  being  well  above  average. 

Loew's  State's  stage  show  and 
"Balalaika"  on  the  screen  also  drew 
heavier-than-usual  business. 


Report  Columbia  Weighing 
Four  Eastern   Productions 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

ously  entertain  a  proposal  said  to 
have  been  made  to  Harry  Cohn,  com- 
pany's president,  in  conjunction  with 
a  conference  late  last  week  with 
Mayor  F.  H.  LaGuardia,  by  terms 
of  which  Columbia  is  asked  to  make 
four  top-bracket  features  in  New 
York. 

Cohn  could  not  be  reached  last  eve- 
ning for  verification  of  the  proposi- 
tion. 


"Lincoln"  for  Philly,  Boston 

"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  goes  into 
the  Boyd,  Philadelphia,  and  Keith's, 
Boston,  following  its  engagement  at 
Radio  City  Music  Hall,  beginning 
Feb.  22.  Boston's  opening  has  been 
set  for  March  7. 


Federal  Regulation  Aspect  of  Neely 
Measure  Alarms  American  Press 


(Continued 

is  particularly  well  defined  in  Texas, 
upwards  of  a  100  papers  in  that  state 
being  reported  lined  up. 

Defense  of  the  bill  is  virtually 
non-existent  in  the  press  thus  far. 

Among  the  latest  papers  repre- 
sented in  the  sampling  are: 

Akron  (O.)  Beacon  Journal  (Ed- 
ward E.  Gloss) :  It  is  my  opinion  that 
Uncle  Sam's  venture  into  the  role  of 
play  doctor  is  more  likely  to  produce 
an  abortion  than  a  new  birth  of 
freedom  for  theater  owners  and 
movie  fans. 

And  at  best,  his  cure  will  be  a 
painful  and  tedious  one.  Because 
through  the  last  decade  of  big  busi- 
ness in  films,  the  Federal  jobholders 
have  had  greedy  eyes  upon  the  riches 
of  the  movies.  The  Neely  bill,  I  can 
assure  you,  is  only  the  first  step 
over  a  long  and  twisting  road  of 
Federal  regulation,  restriction  and 
interference  in  the  making,  distribu- 
ting and  seeing  of  movies  .  .  . 

Port  Morris  (N.  J.)  Advertiser- 
Press:  Instead  of  being  in  the  pub- 
lic interest,  the  enforcement  of  the 
bill's  alleged  regulations,  as,  if  and 
when  it  becomes  a  law,  would  work 
a  definite  hardship  on  the  public  by 
curtailing  picture  production  and  by 
handicapping  exhibitors  and  bring 
about  either  a  big  advance  in  admis- 
sion price  or  impair  the  quality  and 
patronage  interest  in  the  pictures 
themselves  .  .  . 

Norwich  (Conn.)  Bulletin:  Trying 
to  educate  the  public  to  better  pic- 
tures, or  to  demand  better  pictures, 
is  a  movement  that  finds  much  sup- 
port. The  idea  of  getting  rid  of  the 
harmful  and  undesirable  ones  has 
plenty  of  backing,  but  the  plan  of 
obtaining  the  desired  results  through 
the  provisions  of  the  Neely  act,  when 
submitted  to  study,  doesn't  serve  the 
purpose  intended  .  .  . 

New  York  New  Leader  (M.  Horo- 
witz and  V.  Feister):  Designed,  ac- 
cording to  the  Senator,  to  help  the 
small  independent  exhibitor  against 
the  monopoly  of  the  large  film  pro- 
ducers, the  bill  is  actually  an  at- 
tempt to  muzzle  the  independent  ex- 
hibitors and  even  more  so  the  work- 
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ers  engaged  in  the  movie  industry. 
Should  it  become  a  law,  it  will  sub- 
ject the  exhibitor  to  the  wishes  of 
the  small-town  politician  .  .  . 

Write  your  representative  today 
in  protest  against  the  Neely  bill! 

Greensburg  (Pa.)  Review:  If  the 
Government  gets  away  with  its  plans 
to  clamp  on  the  movie  industry  and 
hamper  its  operations,  there  is  not 
any  reason  why  it  cannot  do  the 
same  thing  to  other  lines  of  indus- 
try. That  is  why  business  in  general 
is  not  friendly  to  the  Neely  bill  .  .  . 

Amarillo  (Tex.)  Globe  (William 
Wilson) :  The  Neely  bill  won't  pass. 
There's  too  much  opposition  against 
it.  If  by  some  queer  quirk  it  should 
happen  to  pass,  it'll  probably  be  in 
such  a  modified  form  that  it  won't 
hurt  the  exhibitors  much  .  .  . 

Bordentown  (N.  J.)  Register:  Ev- 
ery film  is  severely  censored  now  by 
the  Will  Hays  office,  the  various 
State  Boards  of  Censors  and  the 
Catholic  Legion  of  Decency.  Our 
movies  are  certainly  being  sifted, 
sieved  and  strained  for  us. 

Surely  we  do  not  need  Mr.  Neely's 
bill,  right  now. 

Pampas  (Tex.)  News  (Brownwood 
Emerson:  Editorials  in  more  than 
100  Texas  newspapers  have  opposed 
the  bill.  Best  argument  against  the 
measure  is  the  gist  of  a  Houston 
Post  editorial  claiming  the  bill  would 
"impose  on  the  movies  a  stupid 
rule"  .  .  . 

Cue  Magazine  (Fillmore  Hyde): 
Since  everyone  has  to  be  either  for 
or  against  issues  in  this  age,  I  go 
on  record  as  against  the  bill.  It  is 
a  typical  specimen  of  half-baked 
legislation,  and  typifies  the  reform- 
er's mind,  which,  though  well-mean- 
ing, insists  on  meddling  with  com- 
plicated commercial  machinery  it 
doesn't  completely  understand. 

The  facts  are,  that  although  block- 
booking  has  its  evil  aspects,  it  also 
has  its  advantages  .  .  . 

To  me  the  best  remedy  for  the 
whole  business  is  simply  to  intro- 
duce a  generous  and  practical  can- 
cellation clause  into  the  exhibitor's 
block-booking  leases. 


Educational  Films  Corp. 

May  File  in  Bankruptcy 
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went    into    voluntary    bankruptcy    a 
few  weeks  ago. 

It  is  understood  that  E.  W.  Ham- 
mons,  president,  believes  that  re- 
organization of  the  companies  can 
be  worked  out  more  advantageously 
under  voluntary  bankruptcy  and  at 
the  same  time  permit  the  receiver, 
James  A.  Davidson,  to  take  full 
charge  of  the  company.  The  bank- 
ruptcy action  will  not  affect  the 
Educational  studio  in  Hollywood. 


Cincy  Bingo  Attendance 

Off  but  Receipts  Climb 

Cincinnati — Bingo  attendance  was 
off  in  January  but  receipts  increased, 
according  to  monthly  police  report. 
Attendance  at  209  Bingos  grossed 
$198,861.72.  Net  profit  to  sponsors 
was  $147,068.22,  according  to  Chief 
of  Police  Weatherly. 

WB   May  Star  Basserman 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Albert  Basserman, 
refugee  actor  who  does  so  well  in 
"Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullets,"  may 
be  starred  by  Warners  in  "One  Hour 
of  Glory"  by  Mary  Roberts  Rine- 
hart. 


70%  OF  ARGENTINA'S 
FEATURES  FROM  U.S. 


Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable) — Exhibi 
tion  figures  just  compiled  disclose 
that  498  features  and  335  shorts  oc- 
cupied local  screens  in  1939. 

Approximately  70  per  cent  of  the 
features  and  93  per  cent  /*'  the 
shorts  came  from  the  U.  S.— ^L  346 
full-length  films  and  314  tab  attrac- 
tions. One  of  the  U.  S.  features  had 
part  English  and  part  Spanish  dia- 
logue, but  this  was  not  received  with 
much  favor. 

Six  of  the  Hollywood  features  pre- 
sented Latin-American  artists,  and 
were  unusually  popular,  as  were  the 
films  of  large  production  stature. 

Argentina's  studios  furnished  51 
features  and  six  shorts.  Additional- 
ly, two  locally-made  newsreels,  each 
issued  twice  weekly,  enjoyed  high 
popularity  with  patrons. 

France  was  represented  by  46  fea- 
tures and  four  shorts,  all  of  which 
were  distributed  by  local  indie  firms. 
UA,  M-G-M,  Columbia  and  20th-Fox, 
together  with  one  small  local  dis- 
tributor, released  16  British-made 
films.  Germany,  which  in  former 
years  had  been  neck-in-neck  numer- 
ically with  French  releases,  was  rep- 
resented by  only  six  genuine  Ger- 
man features  and  one  short.  The 
sextette  of  full-length  attractions' 
grosses  were  negligible. 

In  addition,  three  Spanish-dialogue 
pix,  made  during  the  Spanish  Civil 
War  by  German  interests,  were 
shown,  and  one  silent  feature  which 
was  a  French  version  of  a  German 
production.  The  local  Nazi  Party 
showed  some  German  newsreels  for 
party  members. 

Italy's  efforts  to  "flood"  the  local 
market  resulted  in  only  10  features 
on  screens  here,  plus  eight  shorts. 
Both  types  of  footage  had  little  b.o. 
success. 

Mexican  features  numbered  six; 
Spanish-made,  four;  while  Cuba, 
Brazil  and  Uruguay  contributed  one 
each.  Soviet  imports  included  one 
release  by  Amkino.  Poland  sent  in 
two  Yiddish  features.  Mexico  and 
Cuba  sent  in  one  short  each. 
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G.  R.  Bilson  Addresses  FWC 
Meet  on  "Our  Town"  Angles 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  George  R.  Bilson, 
handling  exploitation  for  Sol  Lesser's 
feature,  "Our  Town,"  which  recently 
went  into  production,  addressed  a 
meeting  of  district  managers  of  Fox 
West  Coast  theaters  here  yesterday. 
He  outlined  sales  angles  to  be  used 
on  the  film,  and  sought  listeners' 
reactions  to  proposed  national  ex- 
ploitation  stunts. 

Lesser's  aim  is  to  key  his  sales 
promotion  campaign  to  a  policy  of 
easy  execution  by  theater  operators, 
and  by  obtaining  first-hand  reactions 
at  this  early  date  hopes  to  be  able 
to  achieve  maximum  results. 


Wise's  Father  Expires 

Chicago — H.  Wise,  father  of  Har- 
old Wise,  Paramount  booker  is  dead. 


M 


I  >  1/  I  )  I  )       I  )   I     b   T 


Z\l      W      Lr  L,       ST 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
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Jimmy  Walker  May  be  Co-ordinator  for  Indie  Exhibs. 

21  MAM  POSTER  RENTERS  BOUGHT  BYAA,  INC. 

i  

Court  Raps  Gov't  Attitude  on  Equity  Interrogatories 


Sees  "Buck  Passing"  Attempt 

by  D  of  J;  Jack  Cohn 

Examined 

Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard, 
ander  threat  of  withholding  decis- 
on  for  over  a  month  on  the  Gov- 
ernment's application  to  strike  out 
Columbia's  interrogatories  and  a 
:ross-motion  of  Columbia's  against 
Government  interrogatories,  yester- 
day forced  an  adjournment  to  March 
B  and  efforts  in  the  meantime  toward 
agreement  on  these  questions. 

The  Court  criticized  the  Govern- 
ment's "attitude"  and  stated  that 
it  was  not  co-operative  in  its  ada- 
mant   stand   which   would   result   in 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


OHIO  ITO  WILL  DROP 
GIVEAWAY  INSURANCE 


Gov't  Tips  Its  Hand  in  Equity  Suit 


What  amounts  to  a  clear  delineation  of  the  Government's  theory  of  its  New 
York  equity  action  against  the  majors,  was  set  forth  yesterday  in  a  memorandum 
of  law  which  the  Government  submitted  to  Judge  Goddard  on  its  application  to 
strike  out  Columbia's  interrogatories.    The  memorandum,  in  part,  stated: 

"It  is  manifestly  impossible  for  the  Government  to  include 
within  the  confines  of  a  law  suit  evidence  as  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  these  proceedings  in  each  community. 

"The   Government's   case  must,  necessarily,  be  built  on  gen- 
eral lines  and  will  be  primarily,  concerned  with  showing  how  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


CO-OP'S  NEELY  PLAN 
FAILS  TO  WIN  BRANCH 


PARA.  EXECS.  DRAFT 
NEELY  FIGHT  PLANS 


Cleveland — Theater  insurance  plan 
proposed  by  the  ITO  of  Ohio  to 
counteract  radio  giveaways  in  gen- 
eral and  Horace  Heidt's  Pot  o'  Gold 
program  in  particular  is  slated  for 
a  fade-out. 

Pete  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
exhib.  unit,  was  told  by  Cleveland 
exhibs.  at  a  meeting  here  yester- 
day that  the  local  offer  to  pay  dou- 
ble  the   Heidt  $1,000  gift  proved  a 

(Continued   on    Page    6) 

Industry  Execs,  to  Aid 

Catholic  Charity  Drive 

Acceptances  of  industry  execs,  to 
served  on  the  motion  picture  commit- 
tee of  the  Catholic  Charity  Drive 
were  announced  yesterday  by  John 
J.  O'Connor  of  RKO  Theaters,  again 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Beatrice,  Neb.,  Exhib. 

Preparing  Trust  Action 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Flanked  by  two  at- 
torneys well  versed  in  the  cross- 
points  which  crop  up  in  the  film 
business,  Frank  Hollingsworth,  ex- 
hibitor  in   Beatrice,   plans   to   walk 

(Continued  on  Page  1y 


Detroit — Proposal  by  Co-operative 
Theaters  of  Michigan  that  the  Neely 
bill  be  amended  to  include  provis- 
ion for  mandatory  local  arbitration 
finds  Ray  Branch,  prexy  of  Allied 
Theaters  of  Michigan,  disinclined  to 
jump   on  the   Co-op  bandwagon. 

Discussing  the  proposal  with  The 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Research  Council  Expands 
Activities  Under  Zanuck 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Darryl  F.  Zanuck, 
chairman  of  the  Research  Council 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Academy  of 
Arts    and    Sciences,    has    announced 

(Continued   on   Page    6) 


Miami  Beach,  Fla. — Line  of  at- 
tack to  be  followed  in  opposing  the 
Neely  bill,  now  awaiting  considera- 
tion in  the  House  at  Washington, 
and  other  legislation  deemed  harm- 
ful to  the  industry  was  discussed 
here  Monday  by  Paramount  top 
execs,  and  theater  partners  and  as- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Educational  Films  Fails; 

Lists  $392,876  Liabilities 

Voluntary  petition  of  bankruptcy 
was  filed  yesterday  in  the  Federal 
Court  by  Educational  Films  Corp. 
of    America   which   listed    liabilities 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Plan  to  Make  Walker  Co-ordinator 
for  Indies  in  the  Formative  Stage 


AMPP  to  Formulate  Plan 
to  Expedite  Labor  Matters 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  [DAILY 

Hollywood — One  of  the  first  acts 
of  the  new  regime  will  be  the  for- 
mulation of  a  plan  to  expedite  han- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


The  often-discussed  plan  whereby 
former  Mayor  Jimmy  Walker  would 
become  a  co-ordinator  of  independent 
exhibitors'  interests  has  moved  a 
step  closer  to  realization  and  is  in 
a  formative  stage.  Walker,  himself, 
yesterday  admitted  that  discussions 
of  the  subject  had  been  held  with 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


NSS  Subsidiary  Completes  Plan 

For  the  Centralization  of 

Poster  Services 

One  of  the  most  important  moves 
towards  the  centralization  of  poster 
rentals  has  been  completed  by  Ad- 
vertising Accessories,  Inc.,  which 
yesterday  announced  the  purchase 
of  21  major  poster  exchanges 
throughout  the  counrty.  Comple- 
tion of  deals  involving  three  other 
renters  on  the  West  Coast  is  ex- 
pected to  be  announced  today. 

The  poster  exchanges,  which  com- 
prised the  National  Poster  Service 
Association,  have  been  bought  out- 
right and  will  be  incorporated  into 
the  vast  program  of  centralized  ac- 
cessories as  formulated  by  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  subsidiary.    In 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

WALL  SUEES  PARA. 
PROFIT  OF  $4,000,000 

Pick  up  in  theater  attendance 
holds  out  the  prospect  of  larger 
earnings  for  majors  with  theater 
holdings,  the  Wall  St.  Journal  de- 
clared yesterday.  Paper  said  that 
GWTW  was  partly  responsible,  add- 
ing that  "outside  of  this  one  film  a 
real  pick  up  is  discernible." 

Estimating  earnings,  the  Journal 

(Continued   on   Page    6) 

Screen  Playwrights  Request 
Ending  of  Producer  Contract 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Screen  Playwrights, 
Inc.,  which  fought  with  Screen 
Writers  Guild  to  gain  sole  leader- 
ship of  Hollywood  writers  yesterday 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Horlacher  Loses  Move 

for  Service   Extension 


Harrisburg,   Pa. — The    application 

of  Horlacher  Delivery  Service,  Inc., 

for    approval    of    additional    rights 

and    privileges   of   operating   motor 

(Continued   on   Page   6) 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif- 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fred- 
man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
W.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphic Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY  —  Marco- Aurelio  Galindo, 
Av.  Coyoacan  No.  100B,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz,  Heraldo  Del 
Cinematografista,    Corrientes    1309. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 10  9%     10       —     >/8 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    7i/8      7  7         

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 7/8         %         %  —     Ms 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   ptd 

East.  Kodak   160       158       158       —    % 

do    pfd 178       176       178       +  1 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 13V8     12%     13%   +     V4 

Loew's,    Inc 36%     36%     36%  —     % 

do     pfd 

Paramount    7%       7%       7%  —     % 

Paramount  1st  pfd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd...     8%       8%       8%  —     % 

Pathe    Film    10V2     10%     IOV4  —     V4 

RKO    1%       1%       1%  —     % 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    12         11 3^     1134—     l/4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  247/8     243,4     243/4  +     1/4 

Univ.   Pict.   pfd 93        92 V2     92%  —  li/2 

Warner    Bros 3%       3%       3%  —     % 

do    pfd 49%     49%     49%  +  2 

NEW  YORK   BOND    MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.1013^  101%  101%   +     % 
Loew's    deb.    3%s46.103       102%  102%  +     % 
Para.     B'way    3s55...   49%     49%     49%—     % 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3  V4s47    85         85         85         

RKO   6s41     64%     633,4     64%   +  1  % 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  86%     863/8     86%   +     % 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone   Corp 1%       1%       1%     

Technicolor    15%     15%     15%     

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     4%       4           4      — 
Universal  Picts 


Va 


N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe  Film  7  pfd 101%  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..   71%     73% 
Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 67         69 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


27  Milwaukee  Indies  Aid 
Finnish  Relief  Campaign 

Milwaukee  —  The  Finnish  relief 
fund  drive  here  has  received  the 
support  of  27  independent  theaters 
in  Milwaukee  county,  which  will  sell 
special  tickets  from  Feb.  26  to  Mar. 
11  and  share  the  proceeds  with  the 
fund.  It  is  hoped  to  raise  more 
than  $5,000  in  this  manner. 

Participating  theaters  include  the 
Tower,  Oriental,  Abby,  Alamo,  Ara- 
gon,  Atlas,  Burleigh,  Climax,  Colon- 
ial, Comet,  Fern,  Franklin,  Grand, 
Greendale,  Hollywood,  Liberty,  Lyric, 
Mozart,  Murray,  Park,  Pearl,  Peer- 
less, Rainbow,  Roosevelt,  Roxy, 
Tosa  and  Violet. 


Hold  Patterson  Funeral 

in  Atlanta  on  Saturday 

Rites  for  Willard  C.  Patterson, 
Warner  Theater  executive,  who  died 
Monday  at  Palm  Springs,  Calif.,  will 
be  held  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Saturday, 
at  11  a.m.  from  the  Funeral  Parlors 
of  Patterson  &  Son. 

Mrs.  Patterson  is  en  route  to  At- 
lanta and  will  be  at  the  Biltmore 
Hotel. 

Nat  Fellman  of  the  Warner  The- 
ater executive  staff,  will  represent 
the  company  at  the  funeral.  Mrs. 
Irma  Flanders,  Patterson's  secre- 
tary, is  leaving  New  York  Thursday 
to  attend  the  funeral. 


Lillian  Hellman  May  Do 

Script  of  "Little  Foxes" 

William  Wyler  is  conferring  in 
New  York  with  Lillian  Hellman,  and 
the  playwright  will  be  signed  to  do 
the  script  of  "The  Little  Foxes," 
which  Sam  Goldwyn  will  direct,  it 
was   learned  yesterday. 

Wyler,  here  on  the  start  of  a  be- 
lated honeymoon,  leaves  today  for 
Lake  Placid  with  Mrs.  Wyler,  They 
will  sail  within  a  week  or  10  days 
on  a  South  American  cruise. 


Roach  Planning  Six  for  UA 
With  Budget  of  $7,500,000 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — With  a  program  call- 
ing for  the  production  of  six  pic- 
tures at  a  cost  of  $7,500,000,  Hal 
Roach  is  beginning  his  third  season 
as  a  producer  for  United  Artists. 
Details  of  the  program  are  to  be 
worked  out  during  the  next  few 
weeks  in  conferences  between  Roach 
and  Murray  Silverstone,  UA  top 
executive. 


Harrison  Named  Treasurer 
of  Harris  Amusement  Co. 


Pittsburgh — After  having  served 
37  years  as  auditor  for  the  Harris 
Amusement  Co.  here,  George  S.  Har- 
rison has  been  appointed  treasurer 
of  the  company.  Before  assuming 
his  new  position,  Harrison  is  taking 
a  three  months'  vacation  in  Florida. 


Industry  Good-Will  Rally 

Set  for  Altoona  April  3 

Pittsburgh  —  The  second  annual 
industry  "Good-Will  Get-Together" 
of  main  line  exhibitors  and  film 
sales  representatives  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday,  April  3,  at  the  Penn 
Alto  Hotel  in  Altoona,  Pa.  The  fol- 
lowing committee  has  been  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  this  affair:  F.  D. 
"Dinty"  Moore,  of  Vitagraph,  George 
Elmo,  of  Paramount,  George  Tice, 
of  Columbia,  and  Jack  Judd,  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Service.  Burt  Bishop, 
local  M-G-M  branch  manager,  will 
be  master  of  ceremonies. 


Rube  Jackter  to  Direct 

Col.'s  Montague  Drive 

Columbia's  home  office  announced 
yesterday  that  Rubt  Jackter,  assis- 
tant sales  manager,  has  been  ap- 
pointed chairman  in  charge  of  the 
"Montague  15th  Anniversary  Cam- 
paign" on  billing  and  sales  which 
gets  under  way  next  Saturday  and 
continues  through  May  10. 

Aiding  Jackter  on  the  campaign 
committee  will  be  Lou  Astor  and 
Lou  Weinberg,  circuit  sales  execs.; 
Max  Weisfeldt,  short  subjects  sales 
supervisor;  Maurice  Grad,  sales  pro- 
motion manager;  Harry  Kaufman, 
exchange  operations  manager;  and 
George  Josephs,  manager  of  the 
sales  accounting  department. 


Rites  for  Earl  Knight 

Held  at  Fairmont,  W.  Va. 

Fairmont,  W.  Va.— Earl  "Fuzzy" 
Knight,  for  many  years  manager 
of  Warners'  Fairmont  and  Virginia 
Theaters  in  Fairmont,  until  his 
resignation  about  a  year  ago  when 
he  took  over  a  night  club  in  that 
town,  died  suddenly  at  his  home. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  a 
brother,  "Fuzzy"  Knight,  the  movie 
actor.  Funeral  services  were  held 
yesterday  at  the  Jones  Funeral 
Home. 


Would  Amend  Constitution 
to  Make  Bingo  Legal  Here 

Albany  —  Assemblyman  Max  M. 
Thurshen,  of  Kings  County  yester- 
day hoppered  a  resolution  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  state  constitu- 
tion to  empower  the  legislature  to 
authorize  and  allow  operation  of 
Bingo  under  religious  and  charitable 
auspices.  If  passed  by  two  different 
legislatures  in  successive  years,  it 
would  go  to  the  people  for  vote,  as 
did  pari-mutuel  last  Fall. 


Col. 


May  Sign  Martin 

for  $500,000  Musical 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Columbia  is  reported 
talking  a  deal  with  Tony  Martin  for 
another  musical  pix.  Production 
would  be  budgeted  at  $500,000,  it 
is  understood.  Martin  is  now  filling 
a  Miami  p. a.  engagement. 


cominc  Arm  Gome 


NED  DEPINET,  vice-president  of  RKO,  returned  | 
yesterday  from  the  Coast. 

CEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER,  RKO  president,  leaves 
Hollywood  for  New  York  on  Friday. 

WILLIAM    WYLER    and    MRS.    WY!  of  leave  I 

today    for    Lake    Placid    to    spend    sevetS.  days; 

returning   to   New   York,    they   will   spend  about 

a    week    here   after   which    they   will   sail  for   a  | 
South   American  cruise. 

MACK  MILLER  is  at  the  Pierre. 

PAUL  BUCHANAN  is  en  route  to  Rio  de  I 
Janeiro  and  Buenos  Aires,  in  the  interest  of  | 
Walt   Disney's  foreign   versions. 

CHARLES  STUART  leaves  for  Florida  this  | 
Saturday. 

MIRIAM   HOPKINS   has  arrived  here  from   the! 
Coast    after    completing    her    role     in    Warners' 
"Virginia   City." 

SONJA  HENIE  is  at  the  Waldorf  for  a  few 
days. 

NORMAN  FOSTER  and  his  wife,  SALLY 
BLAINE,  have  left  Hollywood  for  a  month's  vaca- 
tion in  Mexico. 

LEE  SHUBERT  returned  from  a  sojourn  in 
Florida  on  Monday.  His  brother,  J.  J.  Shu- 
bert,  returns  today. 

MORRIS  RYSKIND  returns  today  from  the 
Coast  bringing  script  of  the  new  Irving  Berlin- 
B.    G.    DeSylva    musical    play,    "Louisiana." 

MRS.  ABE  FISHMAN  will  join  Abe  Fishman 
and  other  members  of  the  Fishman  Theater, 
New   Haven,   office   in   Miami   Beach   this   week. 

BILL  SIRICA,  of  the  Lido,  Waterbury,  Conn, 
is   enjoying   a   Miami   vacation. 

ADOLPH  G.  JOHNSON  of  the  Strand,  Ham- 
den,   Conn,   has  returned  from  a   trip  to  Detroit. 


Bob  Hope  to  Broadcast 

From  New  York  in  May 

Bob  Hope,  now  making  "The 
Ghost  Breakers"  on  the  Coast  for 
Paramount,  will  come  East  in  May 
for  a  couple  of  weeks.  Hope  will 
bring  his  air  show  troupe  (Pepso- 
dent)  to  New  York  and  broadcast 
from  here  during  his  Coast  absence. 


120  "Pre"  Dates  for  "Grapes" 

Pre-release  dates  set  on  "The 
Grapes  Of  Wrath"  have  reached  a 
total  of  120  in  number,  it  was  an- 
nounced yesterday.  Coast  premiere 
of  the  film  has  been  set  for  Feb.  27 
at  the  Four  Star  Theater,  Los  An- 
geles. Picture  will  open  simultane- 
ously the  following  day  in  three  Los 
Angeles  houses,  the  Four  Star, 
Loew's    State    and    Grauman's    Chi- 
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WALKER  MAY  BE  INDIE 
EXHIB.  CO-ORDINATOR 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  and 
that  further  conferences  would  be 
held.  He  declared,  however,  that  no 
outright  offer  had  been  made. 

Under  the  reported  plan,  Walker, 
identified  with  the  MPTOA  in  its 
early  days,  would  co-ordinate  the  in- 
terests of  the  various  independent 
organizations  and  represent  them 
in  solving  current  problems. 

Brandt  yesterday  said  that  he  was 
surprised  that  Walker  had  talked 
about  the  proposal  but  did  not  deny 
that  such  a  move  was  in  the  offing. 

Walker,  who  was  interviewed  by 
the  press  in  connection  with  the 
ex-mayor's  participation  in  the  new 
WHN  radio  program  which  will  be 
broadcast  from  Loew's  State  The- 
ater every  Monday  night,  said  that 
the  exhibitors  needed  leadership,  in- 
dicating that  the  proposed  plan 
might  be  the  solution. 


Equity  Council  Marks  Time 
on  Report  of  Coast  Confab 

Report  on  the  recent  Coast  hud- 
dle between  representatives  of  Ac- 
tors Equity,  AFRA  and  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  was  given  to  the  Equity 
Council  yesterday,  but  no  action  was 
taken.  Report  is  now  before  the 
AAAA  board  for  further  action. 
Walter  Greaza,  Equity,  and  Ruth 
Richmond,  Chorus  Equity,  were  ap- 
pointed as  members  of  the  joint 
television  board.  Quarterly  meeting 
for  March  29  was  set,  at  which 
time  a  nominating  committee  will  be 
selected  to  draft  a  slate  of  officers 
for  this  year's  election. 


Steffes  Stays  in  Hospital 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Despite  steady  im- 
provement in  his  condition,  Al 
Steffes,  Northwest  Allied  leader,  has 
been  advised  by  his  physician,  Dr. 
Richard  Johnson  of  Detroit,  to  re- 
main in  bed  at  the  Providence  Hos- 
pital here  for  another  six  weeks. 
Steffes,  who  was  stricken  while  at- 
tending the  Allied  board  meeting 
here  last  month,  declared  yesterday 
that  his  hospital  room  would  be  his 
"office"   until  further   notice. 
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Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 

to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  14 

Stuart   Erwin 

Jack    Benny 

Florence  Rice 

Fred  Scott 

Marcia   Harris 

Michael   D.   Farley 

William    R.    Swigart 


4LCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  At.  DALYi 


•  •      •     ALWAYS,  the  symbol  of  courage  has  been,  and  is,  the  lion 
Even  the  tawny-maned  gent  of  Aesop's  fable  roared  defiance 

when  a  thorn  became  imbedded  in  his  prodigious  paw There  wasn't 

any  whimpering 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     IN  our  modern  "fabulous"  pix  biz we,  too,  have 

a  lion with  all  the  breed's  courageous  qualities His  name 

is  Leo Now  last  September,  this  tawny-maned  gent  got   a 

figurative  thorn  in  his  paw The  thorn  was  the  outbreak  of 

Europe's  war and  the  outlook  was  admittedly  somewhat  pain- 
ful at  the  time for  such  thorns  presumably   go  deep  into 

the  normal  flesh  of  business Leo  didn't  whimper — he 

roared  defiantly,  signaling  that  he  didn't  intend  to  let  any  little 
paw-trouble interfere  with  his  progress 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     WELL,  Sir,  Leo  got  right  up  on  his  haunches and  de- 
cided to  give  battle not  only  by  making  standout  product but 

selling  that  product  in  a  standout  manner Leo  sagely  figured  out 

that  even  if  one  paw  was  partially  hors  de  combat namely,  a  cur- 
tailed European  market there  were  several  very,  very  good  paws 

he  could  still  use In  fact  the  best  one  was  still  intact — the 

mighty  U.  S.  market,   with  its  some    17,000   theaters Upon   these, 

Leo  concentrated cementing  further  the  close  bonds  twixt  him  and 

exhibitors  and  circuits  everywhere He  roared  loudly  and  sincerely 

of  his  product's  merit and  he  got  big  results So  did  the  exhibs. 

who  heard  and  heeded  him 

T  ▼  T 

•  •     •     LEO  didn't  resort  to  any  strange  strategy He 

simply  sold   to  the  FIRST   SOURCE,— Mister  Exhibitor,— 

and  sold  him  in  the  most  direct  and  impressive  manner 

through  Mister  Exhibitor's  own  industry  trade  press How  Leo 

did  it  is  eloquently  told  in  figures  compiled  for  the  period  from 

Sept.  1  to  just  a  few  days  ago In  that  span  the  Lion  really 

ROARED  in  trade  media instead  of  pulling  in  his  ears 


•  •      •     ALONG  the  line Leo  roared  in  a  second  direction 

that  of  the  magazine  field and  strongly  merchandised  certain  pix 

in  behalf  of  his  pal,  Mr.  Exhib "Broadway  Melody   of    1940"   is 

an    example Said    Leo    to    his    customers: "Here's    the    way 

this  circulation  builds  business   for   you" and   then   he   listed,    as 

carrying  "The  Lion's  Roar"  colyum.  12  general  mags,  with  a  21,235,778 

circulation five  farm  mags  with  7.880.121 and   IS  fan  mags 

with  4,644,808 or  a  grand  circulation  total  of  33,780,707 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     THE  voice  of  Leo  is  very  important  to  the  industry 

and  it's  natural  that  the  Lion  himself  should  know  this 

It's  natural,  additionally,  that  he  should  rig-up  his  merchandising 
"loudspeakers"  to  carry  in  ALL  DIRECTIONS with  the  max- 
imum efficacy Leo  appears  to  be  a  disciple  of  the  sage  Cer- 
vantes  who  declared  in  his  famous  "Don  Quixote" — 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  "IT  is  the  part  of  a  wise  man  to  keep  himself  today  for  to- 
morrow, and  not  to  venture  all  his  eggs  in  one  basket." 


«      «       « 


»       »       *? 


21  POSTER  RENTERS 
PURCHASED  BY  AA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

explaining  the  deals  yesterday, 
Charles  Casanave,  vice-presidp~f  and 
general  manager  aof  AA,  I^f,  de- 
clared that  every  poster  exchange 
head  who  had  sold  out,  was  happy 
and  satisfied  with  the  deals.  Simon 
Libros,  president  of  the  poster  ser- 
vice association,  represented  his 
members  in  the  transactions.  Libros 
has  been  retained  in  an  advisory 
executive  capacity.  The  poster  or- 
ganization has  been  dissolved. 

The  poster  exchanges,  their  own- 
ers and  the  cities  involved  in  the 
deals  include: 

Theater  Poster  Supply,  William 
Bein,  Cincinnati;  Theater  Poster  Ex- 
change, Homer  Blackwell,  Kansas 
City;  Exhibitors  Poster  Service,  Le- 
roy  and  Phil  Kendis,  Cleveland;  Na- 
tional Kline  Poster  Co.,  Simon  and 
O.  Libros,  Philadelphia;  Progressive 
Poster  Exchange,  Inc.,  L.  Weinzimer 
and  H.  Egert,  New  York;  Exhibitors 
Poster  Supply  Co.,  Inc.,  Harry 
Schlitt  and  S.  Bram,  New  York; 
Poster  Exchange,  Inc.,  Atlanta;  D. 
C.  .foster  Exchange,  R.  Dial,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C;  Rex  Poster  Exchange, 
S.  R.  Reams,  New  Orleans;  Photo- 
play Advertising  Co.,  J.  Bloom  and 
H.  Porozynski,  Chicago  and  St. 
Louis;  Premier  Advertising  Service, 
Charles  Burns  and  Raymond  Cran- 
dal,  Kansas  City;  Clark's  Poster  Ser- 
vice, G.  Clark,  Oklahoma  City; 
Cinema  Service,  G.  Le  Veque,  De- 
troit; Carolina  Poster  Exchange,  F. 
Beddingfield,  Charlotte;  National 
foster  Exchanges  and  Chicago  Pos- 
ter Exchange,  I.  Sokolof,  Omaha, 
Des  Moines  and  Chicago;  Movie  Pos- 
ter Service  and  H.  T.  Liebtag,  Inc., 
H.  T.  Liebtag,  Indianapolis;  Texas 
Poster  Exchange,  Dallas  Poster  Ex- 
change and  Allied  Poster  Exchange, 
Harry  Harris,  Dallas;  Exhibitors 
Poster  Service,  J.  Powers,  Minneap- 
olis; Independent  Display  Co.,  D. 
Rosenfeld,  Pittsburgh;  Economic 
Poster  Exchange,  J.  Goldstein  and 
F.  Wyckoff,  Buffalo;  Mutual  Adver- 
tising Service,  H.  Wenzel  and  J. 
Berliner,  New  Haven;  Theater  Dis- 
play Co.,  Harry  Rabinowitz  and 
John  Bylancyk,  Albany. 

The  West  Coast  deals  which  are 
expected  to  be  consummated  today 
involve  the  Western  Poster,  Inc., 
of  San  Francisco;  Southern  Poster, 
Inc.,  of  Los  Angeles,  and  the  West- 
ern Poster  Co.,  N.  W.,  Seattle.  Max 
Morris  is  president  of  all  three  units 


Lederer  Joins  Merit 

Otto  Lederer,  former  associate  of 
Harry  H.  Thomas  in  First  Division 
Exchanges  has  become  associated 
with  Merit  Pictures  Corp.,  630  9th 
Ave.,  and  will  actively  participate 
in  its  operation.  Simultaneously 
with  this  change  Jerry  Wilson  and 
E.  V.  Segall  have  been  made  Led- 
erer's  co-associates. 
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'Broadway  Melody  of 
1940" 


M-G-M 


>»tith    Fred    Astaire,    Eleanor    Powell, 
George  Murphy 

102   Mins. 

LAVISH  MUSICAL  WITH  ASTAIRE- 
POWELL  AND  MURPHY  GREAT  IS  SOLID- 
LY ENTERTAINING  FILM. 

Top-flight  dancing,  tuneful  music  and 
lavish  production  have  been  neatly  rolled 
up  into  one  package  for  the  benefit  of 
audiences  in  this  new  Metro  release.  It 
should  solidly  entertain  any  type  of  audi- 
ence. Seldom,  if  ever,  has  there  been 
such  an  assemblage  of  top-flight  dancing 
talent  in  one  film,  and  the  dance  routines 
performed  by  Fred  Astaire,  Eleanor  Powell 
and  George  Murphy,  although  numerous, 
are  cleverly  conceived  and  staged,  and  first 
rate  in  every  respect.  Frank  Morgan,  Ian 
Hunter  and  Florence  Rice  adequately  bolster 
the  three  dancing  stars  in  the  workings  of 
the  story,  and  Morgan  will  get  a  number  of 
laughs.  Production  credit  goes  to  Jack 
Cummings,  and  the  smooth  directing  job  is 
accounted  for  by  Norman  Taurog.  Leon 
Gordon  and  George  Oppenheimer  also  rate 
a  hand  for  a  screenplay,  which  though  de- 
signed as  a  background  for  dance  routines, 
still  has  continuity.  It  is  always  a  thrill 
to  watch  the  nimble  and  graceful  Mr. 
Astaire  go  through  his  paces,  and  he  has 
never  been  better  than  he  is  in  this  pic- 
ture. Miss  Powell's  dancing  is  also  fine, 
and  George  Murphy  does  a  first  rate  job, 
with  more  of  a  chance  to  show  his  own 
dancing  talents  than  has  been  usually  given 
to  him  in  the  past.  Cole  Porter's  corking 
tune,  "Begin  the  Beguine,"  is  used  in  the 
picture,  and  he  also  has  whipped  up  five 
new  numbers,  with  "I've  Got  My  Eyes 
On  You"  top  notch.  The  production  num- 
bers also  deserve  special  mention,  with  the 
set  in  which  Astaire  and  Powell  dance  to 
the  "Begin  the  Beguine"  music,  and  one  in 
which  they  do  a  Harlequin  number,  out- 
standing. Story  itself  is  on  the  light  side. 
Astaire  and  Murphy,  a  dance  team,  get 
split  up  when  Murphy  accidentally  gets  a 
job  as  leading  man  for  Eleanor,  Broadway 
star,  in  her  next  show.  Astaire  sticks 
to  Murphy  despite  bad  treatment  when 
Murphy  gets  a  swelled  head,  and  finally 
saves  the  show  when  Murphy  can't  go  on. 
Murphy  repays  him  and  everybody  is  happy. 
Exhibs.  have  good  exploitation  possibilities 
with  this  picture,  particularly  with  popular 
Cole  Porter's  music. 

CAST:  Fred  Astaire,  Eleanor  Powell, 
George  Murphy,  Frank  Morgan,  Ian  Hunter, 
Florence  Rice,  Lynne  Carver,  Ann  Morriss, 
Trixie   Firschke,   Douglas  McPhail. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jack  Cummings;  Di- 
rector, Norman  Taurog;  Screenplay,  Leon 
Gordon  and  George  Oppenheimer;  Original 
Story,  Jack  McGowan  and  Dore  Schary; 
Lyrics  and  Music,  Cole  Porter;  Dance  Di- 
rector, Bobby  Connolly;  Cameramen,  Oliver 
T.  Marsh  and  Joseph  Ruttenberg;  Editor, 
Blanche  Sewell. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Opens  Own  Agency 

Bette  Raskin,  formerly  of  Murray 
Phillips  office,  has  opened  her  own 
agency  at  1650  Broadway. 


"British  Intelligence" 

with  Boris  Karloff,  Margaret  Lindsay 
Warners  62  Mins. 

SPY  MELLER  WITH  ACTION  AND  SUS- 
PENSE WILL  SERVE  NICELY  FOR  NABE 
TRADE. 

As  a  spy  meller  designed  for  the  neigh- 
borhood trade,  this  release  will  fit  the  bill 
nicely.  It  has  action,  suspense  and  a  hard 
working  cast.  In  addition,  there  are  several 
spectacular  air  raid  shots  that  are  extremely 
realistic.  The  spy  situation  gets  a  little 
thick  at  times  with  what  country  the  spies 
are  working  for  a  little  hard  to  tell,  but  they 
are  all  safely  sorted  out  and  disposed  of 
eventually.  Picture  also  serves  as  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  lampoon  at  Hitler.  Boris  Karloff 
is  able  as  the  German's  master  spy,  and 
Margaret  Lindsay  is  attractively  effective  as 
an  English  spy  working  for  the  Germans. 
Bruce  Lester,  Holmes  Herbert,  Leonard 
Mudie  and  other  seasoned  troupers  give  ade- 
quate support.  Terry  Morse  directed  from  a 
screenplay  by  Lee  Katz.  Miss  Lindsay  is 
brought  to  England  from  her  duties  in 
France  in  an  effort  to  capture  the  head  of 
the  German  spy  ring.  She  is  planted  in  a 
cabinet  minister's  house  where  Karloff  is 
also  working  as  a  butler.  Plenty  of  action 
ensues  from  there  on  until  she  finally  learns 
that  Karloff  is  the  man  they  really  want. 
A  satisfactory  solution  is  worked  out  with 
Karloff  killed  in  an  air  field.  Picture  has 
good  exploitation  possibilites  for  exhibitors 
to  work  on. 

CAST:  Boris  Karloff,  Margaret  Lindsay, 
Maris  Wrixon,  Holmes  Herbert,  Leonard 
Mudie,  Bruce  Lester,  Winifred  Harris,  Lester 
Mathews,  John  G.  Spacy,  Austin  Fairman, 
Clarence  Derwent,  Louise  Brien,  Frederick 
Vogeding,  Carlos  de  Valdez. 

CREDITS:  Warner  Bros.  Production;  Di- 
rector, Terry  Morse;  Screenplay,  Lee  Katz; 
Based  on  a  play  by  Anthony  Paul  Kelly;  Cam- 
eraman, Sid  Hickox;  Editor,  Thomas  Pratt. 

DIRECTION,  O.K.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Industry  Execs,  to  Aid 

Catholic  Charity  Drive 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  active  committee  head.  They 
include: 

Harry  Buckley,  UA;  H.  M.  Doh- 
erty,  WB;  Austin  Keough,  Para.; 
Charles  I.  O'Reilly,  Sanitary  Auto- 
matic Candy  Co.;  Martin  J.  Quigley, 
N.  J.  Blumberg,  Universal;  William 
A.  Scully,  Universal;  George  C. 
Walsh,  Netco  Theaters;  Jack  Pegler, 
Lord  &  Thomas;  James  R.  Grainger, 
Republic;  Joseph  McConville,  Co- 
lumbia; Charles  B.  McDonald,  RKO 
Theaters  and  Frank  C.  Walker, 
Comerford  Theaters. 

The  full  Committee  is  expected  to 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  this 
week. 


Mono.'s  Prexy  Recovered 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram's 
president,  returned  to  his  desk  in 
the  home  office  yesterday,  having  re- 
covered from  a  cold  which  had  con- 
fined him  to  his  apartment  in  the 
Hotel  Warwick  for  a  week. 


"Oh,  Johnny,  How  You 
Can  Love" 

with  Tom  Brown,  Peggy  Moran, 

Allen  Jenkins 

Universal  63  Mins. 

AMUSING  COMEDY-DRAMA  WITH 
PLEASING  CAST  SHOULD  ENTERTAIN 
THE  JUVE  TRADE. 

Introducing  the  song  "Oh,  Johnny"  et  al 
on  the  screen,  picture  also  has  several  other 
musical  numbers,  gangsters,  runaway  heir- 
esses and  a  handsome  traveling  salesman 
truck  driver  to  make  the  goings-on  enter- 
taining. Picture  should  appeal  to  the  juve 
trade  as  it  is  lively  and  has  an  engaging 
cast  of  young  players  in  addition  to  able 
veterans.  Tom  Brown  and  Peggy  Moran 
have  the  top  roles,  with  support  provided  by 
Allen  Jenkins,  Donald  Meek,  Isabel  Jewell, 
Juanita     Quigley     and     Horace     McMahon. 

Brown's  car  collides  with  Peggy's  and  she 
hitches  a  ride  with  him.  However,  he  gets 
caught  in  the  middle  of  a  fight  between 
gangsters  and  police  and  Allen  Jenkins 
jumps  in  and  orders  him  to  drive  into  Can- 
ada. They  get  stopped  in  a  small  town  and 
sent  to  an  auto  court  run  by  Donald  Meek, 
an  eccentric  inventor  on  the  side.  From 
there  to  the  finish  there  are  laughs  and 
plenty  of  fireworks,  literally,  as  it  is  the 
fourth  of  July.  Brown  saves  Peggy  from 
being  kidnapped  by  Jenkins  and  his  gang  in 
a  fast  finish,  with  Meek's  wacky  inventions 
in  the  auto  camp  sure  to  get  laughs  as  they 
help  lick  the  gangsters. 

CAST:  Tom  Brown,  Peggy  Moran,  Allen 
Jenkins,  Donald  Meek,  Isabel  Jewell,  Juanita 
Quigley,  Horace  McMahon,  Betty  Jane 
Rhodes,  Joe  Downing. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ken  Goldsmith;  Di- 
rector, Charles  Lamont;  Screenplay,  A.  T. 
Horman;  Original  Story,  Edwin  Rutt;  Cam- 
eraman, Milton  Krasner. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Heywood-Wakefield  Cuts 

1939  Net  Loss  by  75% 

Heywood-Wakefield  Co.,  and  its 
wholly-owned  Canadian  subsidiary, 
whose  products  include  film  theater 
seats,  report  for  the  year  ended  Dec. 
31,  1939,  a  net  loss,  after  provision 
for  all  charges,  of  $25,487,  compared 
with  a  net  loss  of  $108,051  for  the 
year  1938. 

Improvement  in  general  business 
conditions  which  took  place  during 
the  final  quarter  of  1939  enabled  the 
company  to  operate  at  a  profit  and 
substantially  reduce  the  loss  re- 
ported for  the  nine  months  ended 
Sept.  30,  1939. 

Net  sales  were  15  per  cent  in  ex- 
cess of  those  billed  for  the  preced- 
ing year. 


Operation  for  Nelson  Eddy 

Minneapolis  —  Nelson  Eddy  will 
submit  to  an  eye  operation  immed- 
iately after  his  p.a.  at  the  Minneap- 
olis Northrup  Auditorium,  Feb.  29. 
A  St.  Paul  specialist  will  perform 
the  operation. 


"All  Women  Have 
Secrets" 

with  Joseph  Allen,  Jr.,  Virginia  Dale, 

Jean  Cagney 

Paramount  74  Mins. 

APPEALING  CAMPUS  STORY  WITH 
ENERGETIC  CAST  SHOULD  DO  ALL  RIGHT 
WITH  POP  TRADE. 

The  theory  that  two  can  live  cheaper 
than  one  is  put  on  a  mass  production  basis 
in  this  release  with  entertaining  results. 
Picture  should  appeal  to  the  pop  trade  and 
also  serves  to  bring  Jean  Cagney  to  the 
screen,  and  her  debut  is  auspicious.  She  is 
attractive  and  able  as  an  actress.  Direction 
was  handled  by  Kurt  Neumann  with  Agnes 
Christine  Johnson  contributing  a  well-timed 
screenplay.  In  addition  to  Miss  Cagney, 
Joseph  Allen,  Jr.,  Peter  Hayes,  Virginia  Dale, 
Betty  Moran,  John  Arledge  and  Lawrence 
Grossmith  enliven  the  proceedings.  Story 
concerns  three  couples  on  the  campus  of  a 
midwestern  university  who  decide  to  get 
married.  Marriage  of  Miss  Cagney  and 
Allen  is  the  center  of  the  story  interest. 
His  career  is  threatened  as  his  medical 
studies  are  suffering  from  trying  to  work  at 
other  jobs  at  the  same  time.  However,  after 
Jean  has  gotten  a  job  as  a  singer  and  things 
look  brighter,  she  is  forced  to  quit  as  she 
is  going  to  have  a  baby.  A  kindly  professor 
who  learns  of  their  difficulties  provides  a 
happy  solution  by  helping  them  out. 

CAST:  Virginia  Dale,  Joseph  Allen,  Jr., 
Jean  Cagney,  Peter  Hayes,  Betty  Moran, 
John  Arledge,  Janet  Waldo,  Lawrence  Gros- 
smith, Una  O'Connor,  Kitty  Kelly,  Joyce 
Mathews,  Audrey  Maynard,  Wanda  McKay, 
Margaret  Roach,  Constance  Keane. 

CREDITS:  A  Paramount  Production;  Di- 
rector, Kurt  Neumann;  Screenplay,  Agnes 
Christine  Johnson;  Based  on  a  story  by  Dale 
Eunson;  Editor,  Arthur  Schmidt. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


GWTW  Helps  Biz  Generally, 
Kansas  City  Stores  Find 

Kansas  City — Three  months  ago 
12  downtown  merchants  scheduled 
a  fashion  show  for  today  and  to- 
morrow at  Loew's  Midland.  That 
was  before  GWTW  schedules  were 
set.  To  keep  this  agreement  and 
still  not  interfere  with  the  two-a- 
day  performances  of  GWTW,  the 
Merchants'  Style  Show  will  be 
staged  from  10:30  until  12:30  the 
two  mornings  and  GWTW  will  be- 
gin immediately  thereafter,  guaran- 
teeing a  matinee  performance  as 
well  as  the  evening  offering. 

GWTW  grossed  about  $100,000  in 
first  two   weeks  here. 

Checkup  reveals  that  railroad,  bus 
lines,  hotels,  department,  clothing 
and  furniture  stores  report  an  in- 
crease of  business  through  the  in- 
flux of  out-of-town  visitors  brought 
to  the  city  by  the  pix. 

Rep.   Booker  Turns  Exhib. 

Oklahoma  City— F.  R.  "Buddy" 
Moran,  booker  with  Republic  ex- 
change here,  has  resigned  to  take 
over  the  Pawnee  Theater  at  Pawnee, 
from  Luther  Groves. 
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WALL  ST.  SEES  PARA. 
PROFIT  OF  $4,000,000 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

said  that  Para.'s  1939  net  should  be 
around  $4,000,000,  equal  to  about  $1 
on  the  common.  Para,  it  was  said, 
"has  suffered  a  smaller  percentage 
decline  in  gross  income  than  most 
of  its   rivals." 

The  paper  added  that  the  current 
quarter  should  bring  back  20th-Fox's 
profits  closer  to  normal,  that  the 
February  Warner  quarter  should  be 
"somewhat  better"  than  the  Novem- 
ber period,  and  that,  helped  by 
GWTW,  Loew's  "might  very  well 
show  $1  to  $1.25  a  share  for  the 
period  ending  in  February." 

Journal  further  stressed  that  the 
foreign  situation  is  getting  no  worse 
and  that  income,  while  down,  is  not 
as  bad  as  some  had  anticipated. 


Horlacher  Loses  Move 

for  Service  Extension 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

vehicles  as  a  common  carrier  in  ex- 
tended territory  has  been  dismissed 
by  the  Public  Utility   Commission. 

Horlacher  Delivery  Service  sought 
permission  to  operate  between  Phil- 
adelphia and  points  on  the  primary 
route  up  to  and  including  Williams- 
port  and  points  on  the  spur  route 
from  Pottsville  to  Middleport;  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Pottsville 
and  points  north  thereof;  between 
Norristown,  Bridgeport,  Consho- 
hocken  and  up-state  routes;  between 
Philadelphia  and  the  Reading  terri- 
tory; between  Philadelphia  and  the 
Pottsville  territory;  between  Phila- 
delphia and  points  north  of  Potts- 
ville; between  Philadelphia  and  Wil- 
liamsport,  and  between  Philadelphia 
and  points  on  spur  route  from  Potts- 
ville to  Middleport. 


A" £UtU" turn" lots" 


By  RALPH  WOK 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Jack  Randall,  Mono- 
gram cowboy  star,  was  married  last 
Friday  in  Yuma,  Ariz.,  to  Louise 
Stanley,  the  "gal"  he  never  won 
when  she  played  his  leading  lady  in 
several  rip-roaring  western  pictures. 
Randall  and  his  wife  were  married 
more  than  a  year  ago  in  Mexico. 
They  were  later  divorced,  however, 
but  the  romance  was  renewed  when 
Miss  Stanley  was  Randall's  leading 
lady  in  a  recent  Monogram  west- 
ern, "The  Cheyenne  Kid." 

Las  Vegas,  Nev.  ■ —  Artie  Shaw, 
band  leader,  and  Lana  Turner,  film 
actress,  were  married  here  yester- 
day. 


Wedding  of  Charles  Roberts,  La- 
tin-American supervisor  for  Colum- 
bia, and  Margara  Ruiz  was  announc- 
ed at  the  week-end.  Marriage  took 
place  in  Mexico  City  last  week. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Colman,  Rogers  to  Co-star 
PRESIDENT  George  J.  Schaefer 
of  RKO  Radio  has  signed  Ronald 
Colman  to  appear  opposite  Ginger 
Rogers  in  "Good  Luck."  Originally 
titled  "Bonne  Chance,"  the  pix  will 
mark  Harry  Edington's  first  assign- 
ment as  executive  producer  for  RKO 
Radio  and  will  be  produced  by  George 
Haight. 

It  will  mark  the  first  time  that 
Ronald  Colman  has  ever  been  co- 
starred. 

T  T  T 

Hornblow  Revives  "Freedom" 

With  British  ships  stopping  Jap- 
anese liners  and  taking  from  them 
home-going  German  citizens  of  mil- 
itary age,  and  Japanese  men-of-war 
retaliating  by  holding  up  British 
ships  on  the  high  seas,  Paramount 
producer  Arthur  Hornblow,  Jr.,  is 
considering  production  of  the  mag- 
azine story,  "Freedom  of  the  Seas," 
which  he  wrote  more  than  20  years 
ago.  This  story  concerns  itself 
with  similar  activities  just  prior  to 
the  War  of  1812,  when  English  war- 
ships pressed  American  seamen  into 
their  navy. 

T  V  T 

Harvey  In  "The  Sea  Hawk" 

Michael  Harvey,  erstwhile  Broad- 
way  stage  actor  who   recently  was 


OHIO  ITO  WILL  DROP 
GIVEAWAY  INSURANCE 


signed  to  a  term  contract  by  War- 
ners, has  been  assigned  to  a  fea- 
ture role  in  "The  Sea  Hawk." 

T  T  T 

Partridge   Reports    to    Para. 

Bellamy  Partridge,  author  of 
"Country  Lawyer,"  acquired  by  Par- 
amount, has  reported  to  begin  work 
on  the  screenplay.  "Country  Law- 
yer" tells  the  story  of  the  author's 
late  father,  a  Phelps,  N.  Y.,  attor- 
ney. 

T  T  T 

MacMurray  and  Carroll  Again 

Continuing  the  romantic  comedy 
team  of  Fred  MacMurray  and  Made- 
leine Carroll,  Paramount  will  co-star 
them  in  a  film  version  of  "There's 
Always  Juliet,"  John  Van  Druten's 
London  and  New  York  stage  hit  of  a 
few  seasons  ago. 


Cummings  Supplies  Own  Props 

Probably  the  finest  collection  of 
personally  autographed  pictures  of 
early-day  stage  stars  extant,  owned 
by  Irving  Cummings,  are  being  used 
by  the  director  to  decorate  the  Tony 
Pastor  office  of  "Lillian  Russell," 
which  Cummings  is  megaphoning  for 
20th  Century-Fox.  Cummings  has 
this  collection  of  pictures  insured  for 
$10,000,  but  actually  values  them 
at  more  than  $25,000. 


"Dark  Night  of  the  Mayas" 
Voted  Best  Mexican  Film 


Mexico  City — Films  de  Artistas 
Mexicanos  Asociados'  (FAMA)  "La 
Noche  de  los  Mayas"  (The  Dark 
Night  of  the  Mayas)  won  the  award 
of  the  Comite  Nacional  de  la  Indus- 
tria  Cinematografica  Mexicana  (Na- 
tional Committee  of  the  Mexican 
Motion  Picture  Industry)  as  the 
best  picture  made  in  native  studios 
in  1939,  in  the  first  serious  judging 
of  domestic  pictures  made  since  the 
Mexican  film  industry  was  born  in 
1931. 

Fernando  de  Fuentes  was  voted 
the  best  director  for  his  megaphon- 
ing "La  Casa  del  Orgo"  (Ogre's 
House),  with  Fernando  del  Corral's 
story  for  the  same  production  voted 
the  best  original  story. 

Juan  Bustillo  Oro  and  Humberto 
Gomez  Landero's  adaptation  of 
"Cada  Loco  con  su  Tema"  (Every- 
man to  his  Mania)  was  also  voted 
best  in  1939.  Best  photography,  Gab- 
riel Figueroa  Mateos'  in  "La  Noche 
de  los  Mayas."  Best  performance  by 
an  actor,  Fernando  Soler  in  "La  Casa 
del  Ogro,"  best  by  an  actress,  Isa- 
bela  Corona  in  "La  Noche  de  los 
Mayas." 

FAMA's  "La  Noche  de  los  Mayas" 
was  an  original  by  Antonio  Mediz 
Bolio,  a  modern  tragedy  of  Maya 
life  directed  by  Chano  Urueta,  with 
Arturo  de  Cordova,  Stela  Inda,  Isa- 
bela  Corona,  Miguel  Angel  Ferriz 
and  Rodolfo  Landa  topping  the  east. 


Griffith  Circuit  Buys  Out 
Hominey,  Okla.,  Opposition 

Oklahoma  City  —  The  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  has  announced  pur 
chase  of  the  Pettit  theater  at  Horn 
iney,  from  Fred  Vincent.  The  cir- 
cuit has  one  other  theater,  the  Ritz 
at  Hominey.  Coy  McCullough,  man- 
ager of  the  Ritz,  will  have  charge 
of  both  houses. 

Griffiths'  new  Seminole  theater  at 
Seminole,  has  opened  with  Foster 
Lyman,  city  manager,  in  charge. 

The  circuit  is  also  constructing 
a  deluxe  house  at  Bartlesville,  to 
replace  the  Odeon  there.  Corgan 
&   Moore   are  the  architects. 

Lew  Chatham,  who  has  been  doing 
special  work  for  the  Griffith-Dick- 
inson circuit  at  Kansas  City,  has 
taken  over  the  Bartlesville  theaters 
recently  purchased  from  the  Berry- 
man  Brothers. 


P.  H.  Conley  Dead  at  81 

Reedsburg,  Wis. — P.  H.  Conley, 
81,  retired  exhibitor,  is  dead  here. 
Conley,  who  built  and  later  man- 
aged the  city's  first  motion  picture 
theater,  is  survived  by  his  wife  and 
two  sons. 


First  Theater  for  Rudyard 

Detroit  —  New  Rudyard  Theater 
which  is  being  opened  at  Rudyard, 
by  Fred  Willett,  will  be  the  first 
house  in  the  town.  Equipment  is 
being  supplied  by  McArthur  The- 
ater Equipment  Co. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

b.o.  flop  during  a  four  weeks'  trial 
period.  Fifty-four  theaters  in  the 
Cleveland  area  had  joined  in(0f  e 
counter-offer.  *»/ 

Wood  indicated  that  the  assess- 
ment paid  the  ITO  by  approximately 
100  state  theaters  would  be  returned, 
and  the  plan  dropped. 


Ignore  Air  Giveaway,  Mich. 
Allied  Prexy,  Tells  Exhibs. 

Detroit — Best  course  for  exhibs. 
is  to  ignore  such  radio  giveaways 
as  Horace  Heidt's  Pot  o'  Gold  pro- 
gram, in  the  opinion  of  Ray  Branch, 
Michigan  Allied's  prexy. 

Commenting  on  the  attacks 
launched  upon  radio  giveaways  by 
Co-operative  Theaters  of  Michigan, 
the  Ohio  ITO  and  Nebraska  exhibs., 
Branch  said: 

"I'm  afraid  if  you  start  combat- 
ting it,  you  will  increase  publicity 
for  it,  and  radio  operators  will  be 
able  to  say  that  it  must  be  popular, 
because  it  is  arousing  theater  oppo- 
sition. The  best  course  is  to  ignore 
it.  Combatting  it  gives  it  a  great 
buildup,  and  radio  may  start  attack- 
ing the  theater. 

"I  don't  think  the  idea  of  tying 
up  an  award  with  the  theater  ticket, 
in  defense,  as  in  Ohio,  is  good,  be- 
cause there  is  a  possibility  that  this 
is  a  lottery." 

Branch  said  that  the  language  of 
the  FCC  was  very  broad,  and  might 
allow  a  defense  to  the  Heidt  pro- 
gram, and  that  it  need  not  be  con- 
sidered a  lottery  under  Federal  law. 

Branch  said  that  he  understood 
a  Michigan  law  might  stop  radio 
stations  in  this  State  from  picking 
up  the  program,  but  that  listeners 
could  readily  dial  in  to  programs 
aired  in  other  states  instead.  He 
emphasized  that  he  spoke  personally 
and  not  officially  in  his  views. 


Research  Council  Expands 
Activities  Under  Zanuck 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

expansion  of  council  activities  to 
investigate  problems  important  in 
laboratory  processing,  photography, 
cine-technology,  sound  recording  and 
optics.  Basic  committee  chairmen 
appointed  include  John  Nickolahs, 
laboratory;  John  Arnold,  photogra- 
phy; Grover  Laube,  cine-technical; 
Loren  Ryder,  sound,  and  B.  F.  Mil- 
ler, optical.  Nathan  Levinson  was 
re-elected    vice-chairman. 


STORKS! 


Pittsburgh — Mrs.  Manny  Stein- 
berg, wife  of  the  exhibitor  operating 
the  Pastime  Theater  in  this  city, 
presented  her  husband  with  a  dou- 
ble feature — twin  daughters,  born 
in  the  Montefiore  Hospital  here. 
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DAILY 


CO-OP'S  NEELY  PLAN 
FAILS  TO  WIN  BRANCH 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Film   Daily  here,  Branch  said: 

"I  am  naturally  in  favor  of  local 
ar^^ation,  which  Michigan  Allied 
it£5/  approved  at  the  last  conven- 
tion. However,  I  would  not  defi- 
nitely say  it  should  be  included  in 
the  Neely  bill.  We  are  trying  to 
work  toward  the  same  end  along 
other  lines. 

"Most  companies  are  not  forcing 
shorts,  newsreels  and  reissues  now, 
anyway.  You  don't  have  score 
charges  from  most  or  all  compa- 
nies now. 

"The  provision  to  identify  pic- 
tures always  has  been  desirable. 
Warners,  Metro  and  perhaps  others, 
have  now  voluntarily  offered  10  to 
20  per  cent  cancellation,  based  upon 
average  film  rental  paid.  Increas- 
ing the  percentage  is  apt  to  make 
it  unreasonable.  I  believe  the  clause 
we  now  have,  voluntarily  submitted, 
is  practical. 

"I  can't  speak  on  forced  selective 
playing  time,  because  I'm  not  per- 
sonally a  victim  of  it." 


Beatrice,  Neb.,  Exhib. 

Preparing  Trust  Action 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

into  Federal  Court  here  this  week 
and  file  an  anti-trust  action  against 
Fox  Midwest,  his  opposition. 

Attorneys  are  E.  F.  Nye,  who 
handled  the  cases  of  the  Omaha 
Film  Board  of  Trade  until  recently, 
and  Paul  F.  Good,  whose  winning  of 
the  protection  suit  against  the  ma- 
jors several  years  ago  in  the  case  of 
William  Youngclaus,  small  town  ex- 
hibitor,  is  well   remembered. 

Hollingsworth  has  been  beefing 
under  thumb  of  Fox  Midwest  in  the 
Beatrice  situation  for  a  long  time, 
first  as  a  second-run  operator,  who 
was  forced,  according  to  his  claims, 
to  sign  second-run  contracts  which 
permitted  him  to  play  films  only  in 
order  of  release,  as  against  leeway 
offered  the  first-run  spots  who  could 
refuse  to  play  a  picture,  thereby 
throwing  his  contracts  out  of  joint. 

Recently,  Fox  Midwest  dropped  its 
Fox  in  Beatrice,  which  Hollings- 
worth grabbed,,  giving  him  two  to 
one  on  houses  and  playing  time,  but 
a  vice  versa  situation  on  product. 

Beatrice,  the  last  6-day  town  in 
Nebraska  of  any  size,  has  been  in 
the  courts  frequently  with  give- 
aways, Bank  Night,  and  other  tricks 
in  the  past  few  years.  The  Hol- 
lingsworth filing,  which  will  be  simi- 
lar to  the  Ralph  Goldberg  case  in 
Omaha  against  Para.-Tri-States,  will 
be  the  first  major  event  sprung  for 
the  town  in  courtroom  circles. 


B  &  K  Using  Book  Night 

Evanston,  III.— Valencia  and  Cor- 
onet theaters  of  the  B.  &  K.  circuit 
are  starting  book  nights,  twice  a 
week. 


reviews  of  new  nuns 


"Pioneers  of  the 
Frontier" 

with  Bill  Elliott,  Linda  Winters,  Dick  Curtis 
Columbia  58   Mins. 

ACTIONFUL  WESTERN  HAS  PLENTY 
OF  GUN  THROWING  AND  FAST  RIDING. 

Replete  with  gun  fights,  fast  riding  and 
hard  action,  the  latest  of  the  Bill  Elliott 
series  Columbia  is  producing  is  one  of 
his  best.  Picture  is  in  no  way  apart  from 
most  other  westerns  in  plot  or  scenery, 
but  the  plentiful  action  is  convincing. 
Elliott  looks  like  a  quick-fingered  gunman, 
and  Linda  Winters  is  extremely  attractive, 
and  Dick  Curtis  is  the  principal  villain. 
Elliott  is  called  back  to  his  uncle's  ranch 
by  Linda  when  the  kindly  rancher  is 
murdered  by  Curtis'  henchmen.  From  there 
on  it  is  touch  and  go  between  Elliott  and 
his  friends  and  Curtis  and  his  gang  until 
they  are  cleaned  up  thoroughly. 

CAST:  Bill  Elliott,  Linda  Winters,  Dick 
Curtis,  Dub  Taylor,  Stanley  Brown,  Rich- 
ard Fiske,  Carl  Stockdale,  Ralph  McCul- 
lough,  Lafe  McKee,  Al  Bridge. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Di- 
rector, Sam  Nelson;  Original  Screenplay, 
Fred  Myton;  Cameraman,  George  Meehan; 
Editor,  James  Sweeney. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


"Timberland  Terror" 

with  Frank  Leighton,  Shirley  Ann  Richards 
Hoffberg  Productions  56  Mins. 

ACTION  DRAMA  IN  AUSTRALIAN 
TIMBER  COUNTRY  OKAY  FOR  NABE 
TRADE. 

Laid  in  the  Australian  timber  lands,  and 
produced  there  by  Cinesound,  this  action 
drama  is  okay  as  nabe  fare.  The  story  is 
all  right  and  the  players  work  hard.  In  addi- 
tion, there  is  considerable  action  in  the 
picture.  Frank  Leighton,  Shirley  Ann  Rich- 
ards, Campbell  Copling,  Frank  Harvey  and 
Harvey  Frank  head  the  cast.  Copling  and 
Harvey  are  conspiring  to  rob  Frank  of  his 
timberlands  by  sabotaging  an  important 
contract.  Leighton  saves  Miss  Richards 
from  drowning  and  later  applies  to  Frank, 
her  foster  father,  for  a  job.  He  goes  to 
work  in  the  timber  country  and  learns  of 
the  plot.  Action  is  fast  and  furious  as  it 
works  up  to  a  good  climax  when  the  plot- 
ters are  eliminated  from  the  picture.  A 
sequence  showing  a  whole  forest  being 
felled  at  the  same  time  is  quite  spectacular. 

CAST:  Frank  Leighton,  Shirley  Ann  Rich- 
ards, Campbell  Copling,  Frank  Harvey,  Har- 
vey Frank,  Aileen  Britton,  Joe  Vali,  Letty 
Cray  don. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Cinesound;  Direc- 
tor, Ken  G.  Hall. 

DIRECTION,  O.K.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  O.K. 


Walters  Acquires  Sixth 

Huntington,  W.  Va.  —  Mrs.  John 
Walter  has  purchased  the  Park  the- 
ater, from  James  Rodgers.  This 
gives  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  control 
of  six  houses  in  Milton  and  Hunt- 
ington, W.  Va.,  five  of  which  are 
operating. 


*    fORCICfl   * 


"Overture  To  Glory" 

(Yiddish  dialogue,  English  titles) 
G.  &  L.  Distributing  Co.  85  mins. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Picture  is  an 
artistic  triumph  for  the  Yiddish  film 
industry  in  general. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Picture  is  de- 
signed to  tug  on  the  heartstrings,  and 
dramatics  are  generously  provided. 

POST:  Should  prove  of  deep  in- 
terest to  music  lovers,  since  its  score 
is  profoundly  beautiful. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Elite  Productions, 
Inc.;  Director,  Max  Nosseck.  PLAYERS: 
Moishe  Oysher,  Florence  Weiss,  Baby 
Winkler. 


'Rozmaring' 


(Hungarian  dialogue,  no  English  titles) 
Hungaria  Pictures,  Inc.  85  mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  All-star  cast,  fine 
directorial  touches  and  clever  comedy 
lines  make  film  a  farce  of  exceptional 
merit. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Picture  is  a 
fairly  amusing  comedy. 

CREDITS:  Harmonia  Film  Production; 
Director,  Emil  Martonffy.  PLAYERS:  Antal 
Pager,   Ida  Turay,  Gero  Maly. 


"CaballaaCabolla" 

(Spanish  dialogue,  no  English  titles) 
Oro  Films  106  mins. 

DAILY    NEWS:     Mirth    provoking 
film. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Slapstick  farce 
has  popular  Mexican  players. 

CREDITS:    Grovas    Production;    Director, 

Bustillo    Oro.      PLAYERS:    Consuelo    Frank, 
Chato    Ortin,    Enrique    Herrerra. 


Ticket  Broker  Measure 

Before   New  York  Senate 


Albany — The  Assembly  has  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  the  Mitchell 
bill  transferring  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  municipalities  supervis- 
ion  over  theater  ticket  brokers. 


MPA  Installs  Officers 

Installation  of  officers  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Associates  was  held 
yesterday  at  the  Astor,  with  Jack 
Ellis,  president,  announcing  that  the 
organization  now  had  240  members, 
a  new  high.  About  110  people  at- 
tended the  luncheon  and  installation 
with  Harry  Hershfield  acting  as 
toastmaster.  The  question  of  unem- 
ployment insurance  was  discussed 
and  the  new  board  of  directors,  Leo 
Brecher,  David  Levy,  Morris  Saun- 
ders, William  Stein  and  Jerry  Wil- 
son, was  announced. 


flCUJS  Of  THE  DRV 


Springfield,  Mass.  — James  Skif- 
fington  has  been  replaced  as  manager 
of  the  Strand  Theater  in  Winchester 
Square  by  Harold  Moreau.  The 
change  was  made  by  Julian  Riffkin, 
new  owner. 


Schenectady — Mont  Pleasant,  op- 
erated for  years  by  Morris  Silver- 
man, reopens  as  the  New  Metro  with 
Robert  Brodkin,  New  York  exhib, 
operating.  Brodkin  has  Thoroughly 
renovated  the  theater. 


Holyoke,  Mass. — David  F.  Perkins, 
for  the  past  three  years  manager  of 
the  Calvin  Theater,  Northampton,  is 
now  manager  of  the  Strand  theater 
here,  replacing  Alfred  P.  Page. 
George  Labby,  formerly  manager  of 
the  Victory  theater  here,  goes  to  the 
Calvin.  All  three  theaters  are  in  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Theaters, 
Inc.,  group. 


Whitehouse,  O.  —  F.  J.  Sipher, 
president  of  the  Whitehouse  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  is  operating  the  Empress 
Theater,  formerly  leased  to  Fred 
Schram. 


Portsmouth,  O. — George  Delos,  op- 
erating The  Garden,  has  taken  over 
the  Strand  theater. 

Educational  Films  Fails; 

Lists  $392,876  Liabilities 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

totalling  $392,876  and  assets  of  un- 
known value. 

Filing  was  a  result  of  bankruptcy 
proceedings  instituted  by  the  peti- 
tioning company's  parent  organiza- 
tion, Educational  Pictures,  Inc., 
which  filed  several  weeks  ago. 

Listed  among  liabilities  were  taxes 
of  $47,349,  now  in  dispute;  secured 
claims  of  $242,066;  unsecured  claims 
of  $3,460;  and  litigation  brought 
against  the  company  by  Armanda 
and  George  Seibert  for  $100,000 
damages. 

Assets  were  set  forth  as  the 
trade  mark  "The  Spice  of  the  Pro- 
gram"; cash  on  hand  of  $259;  and 
royalties  payable  by  a  number  of 
companies  on  16  mm.  and  sub-stand- 
ard   rights. 

These  companies  are  stated  to  be 
Astor  Productions,  Inc.;  Motion 
Picture  Bureau  of  the  Y.M.C.A.; 
Walter  Gutlohn;  Universal  Camera 
Corp;  Eastman  Kodak  Co.;  Bell  & 
Howell  Co.;  Films,  Inc.;  and  J.  C. 
Cosman.  These  rights  are  of  un- 
known value 

Largest  secured  creditor  is  Erpi, 
with  a  claim  of  $211,600.  Other 
secured  creditors  are  Jeremiah  D. 
McGuire,  $20,466,  and  National  City 
Bank,   $10,000. 

Unsecured  creditors  are  De  Luxe 
Labs.,  $2,660;  Henry  Barnett,  $500; 
and   Clark  and  Nicholson,  $300. 

Immediate  liquidation  will  follow 
the  filing  of  the  petition. 
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COURT  RAPS  GOV'T'S 
INTERROG.  ATTITUDE 
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"passing  the  buck  to  the  Court."  It 
was  pointed  out  at  the  hearing  that 
Judge  Goddard,  in  order  to  prepare 
himself  for  a  May  1  trial,  had  to 
clear  up  a  considerable  amount  of 
outside  legal  work  and  that  the 
burden  of  deciding  the  motions  heard 
yesterday  might  delay  the  start  of 
the  trial. 

Jack  Cohn,  vice-president  of  Co- 
lumbia, submitted  to  an  examina- 
tion conducted  by  Special  Assistant 
Attorney  General  Robert  L.  Wright, 
which  was  held  immediately  after 
the  hearing  before  Judge  Goddard. 
Cohn's  examination  was  completed 
after  he  agreed  to  submit  a  number 
of  lists  and  other  information  to  the 
Government. 

Charges  "Deal"  With  Gov't 

Louis  Frohlich,  of  Schwartz  & 
Frohlich,  attorneys  for  Columbia, 
at  the  hearing  argued  forcefully 
against  Columbia  accepting  the  con- 
solidated interrogatories  which  other 
defendants  have  agreed  upon  with 
the  Government.  He  stated  that  Co- 
lumbia was  in  an  entirely  different 
position  in  that  it  was  chiefly  in- 
terested in  production,  rather  than 
exhibition.  He  claimed  that  the 
other  defendants  had  made  a  "deal" 
with  the  Government  wherein  they 
would  secure  considerable  informa- 
tion on  exhibition  at  the  sacrifice 
of  the  production  field. 

Columbia,  he  concluded,  has  been 
"dragged  into  the  suit"  and  had 
been  unable  to  obtain  any  informa- 
tion as  to  why  the  Government 
claims  it  conspired  with  the  other 
majors. 

William  P.  Farnsworth,  Special 
Assistant  representing  the  Govern- 
ment, contended  that  the  consolidated 
interrogatories  would  furnish  Co- 
lumbia with  ample  information.  He 
argued  that  the  answers  should  not 
include  the  substance  of  what  wit- 
nesses would  testify  to,  since,  he 
said,  the  Government  could  not  war- 
rant that  the  witnesses  will  stick  to 
their  stories  under  trial.  Since  the 
Government  did  not  know  personally 
of  conditions,  but  only  through  the 
mouths  of  witnesses,  this  informa- 
tion would  be  hearsay  if  incorpo- 
rated in  answers  to  interrogatories. 

Judge  Goddard  stated  that  both 
parties  should  confine  themselves  to 
specific  objections  and  that  a  re- 
quest to  strike  out  all  interrogatories 
would  be  burdensome  upon  the 
Court.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Co- 
lumbia was  entitled  to  at  least  some 
of  the   interrogatories,   he  asserted. 


One  Night  Stand 

Detroit — Ted  Pemas  of  the  Victory 
Theater,  Bay  City,  opened  the  Radio  at 
Unionville — and  closed  it  again  the  same 
night.  Reason — poor  business.  Re- 
ported he  may  reopen,  following  fire 
that  destroyed  the  theater  at  nearby 
Sebewaing. 


Gov't  Tips  Its  Hand  in  Equity  Suit 
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industry  developed,  the  extent  of  the  actual  control  exercised  by 
the  producers  over  the  policies  of  their  own  affiliated  theaters  and 
the  effect  of  the  control  upon  competition  in  the  industry. 

"In  showing  this  effect,  the  practical  necessities  of  a  law  suit 
compel  the  Government  to  select  what  it  regards  as  representative 
evidence  rather  than  cover  the  entire  field  of  the  defendants'  ac- 
tivities for  the  period  in  question. 

"It  is  impracticable  to  secure  all  of  the  data  called  for  within  a 
reasonable  time.  In  offering  oral  testimony,  the  Government  can- 
not attempt  to  cover  all  cities  but  will  only  select  those  situations 
which  it  regards  as  representative." 

This  statement  clearly  indicates  that  the  Government,  on  trial,  will 
confine  itself  to  certain  key  cities  and  to  situations  in  those  particular 
cities.  A  number  of  these  cities  have  been  set  forth  in  the  Government's 
demands  for  answers  to  interrogatories. 


Racine  Exhibs.  to  Oppose 
Proposed  City  Income  Tax 

Racine,  Wis. — Exhibitors  are  ex- 
pected to  oppose  an  ordinance  pro- 
viding for  a  city  tax  of  V/2  per 
cent  on  all  salaries,  wages,  commis- 
sions and  other  compensations 
earned  by  residents  or  earned  in 
Racine  by  non-residents  and  on  net 
profits  of  businesses,  professions 
and  other  activities,  which  is  now 
before  the  city  council  committee  of 
the  whole.  The  measure  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Wisconsin  Home 
&    Property   Owners'   Association. 


DiMaura  Would  Reorg. 

Milford,  Conn. — Thomas  DiMaura, 
Inc.,  owner  of  Connecticut's  first 
drive-in  theater,  the  550-car  Milford 
Drive-In,  has  filed  a  petition  for  re- 
organization under  Chapter  10  of 
the  National  Bankruptcy  Act.  The 
house  was  leased  and  operated  by 
Drive-In  Theater  of  Milford,  Inc. 
last  spring  and  summer,  but  no  plans 
have  been  announced  for  this  year. 


Move  for  Sunday  Night 

Films  In  Harlan  Fails 


Harlan,  Ky.  —  The  Harlan  City 
Council  voted  down  a  move  to  alter 
an  ordinance  forbidding  Sunday- 
night  shows.  Theater  operators 
sought  permission  to  schedule  one 
show  after  church  services  Sunday 
nights,  but  two  clergymen  and  a 
former  mayor  of  the  city  argued 
against  it  and  pointed  out  that  the 
present  ordinance,  which  permits 
shows  Sunday  afternoons,  is  a  "com- 
promise settlement  of  the  Sunday 
movie  question  and  should  not  be 
revised." 


Gillespie  Joins  RKO 

James  G.  Gillespie  has  joined 
Terry  Turner's  exploitation  force  at 
RKO  Radio  and  will  handle  pub- 
licity and  exploitation  on  "Pinoc- 
chio,"  "Swiss  Family  Robinson"  and 
"Vigil  in  the  Night"  in  Pennsylvania 
with  headquarters  in  Philadelphia. 


Under  his  prompting,  both  parties 
agreed  to  wait  until  the  Govern- 
ment had  filed  answers  on  March  1. 
If  no  agreement  can  then  be  reached, 
a  further  hearing  will  be  held  on 
March  8  at  2:15  p.m.  in  Federal 
Court. 

During  Cohn's  examination,  he  was 
questioned  in  some  detail  on  his 
personal  history  in  the  industry, 
and  his  duties  with  Columbia. 

To  Provide  Franchise  List 

Cohn  agreed  to  furnish  the  Gov- 
ernment with  a  list  of  all  franchises 
with  exhibitors;  a  list  covering  the 
names  of  producers  who  independent- 
ly made  pictures  for  Columbia,  and 
the  financing  terms;  and  a  list  of 
pictures  sold  separately  rather  than 
in  group.  Only  one  request  for  an 
itemized  statement  was  objected  to 
by  Columbia's  counsel.  This  list 
would  require  Columbia  to  set  forth 
all  exhibitors  in  36  key  cities  who 
have  had  the  selective  right  to  first- 
run  showings  for  the  past  five  sea- 
sons. Columbia  claimed  that  this 
request  would  prove  burdensome  and 
expensive. 

It  was  further  testified   by  Cohn 


that  he  had  no  interest  in  any  other 
company  with  the  possible  exception 
of  a  few  hundred  shares  of  stock. 
As  to  this  Cohn  was  not  certain, 
and  stated  that  he  would  check  with 
the  company's  Comptroller. 

Attorneys  for  the  defendants  re- 
fused to  allow  Cohn  to  state 
whether  he  had  considered  the  ad- 
visability of  Columbia  acquiring  any 
interest  in  theaters.  This  question 
had  been  previously  answered  neg- 
atively by  Harry  Cohn,  president  of 
Columbia. 

To  Examine  A.  Montague 

A  number  of  questions  were  re- 
ferred by  Jack  Cohn  to  A.  Montague, 
company's  general  sales  manager, 
who  will  be  questioned  later.  Mon- 
tague will  set  forth  in  detail  nego- 
tiations by  Columbia  in  each  of  the 
36  key  cities  listed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Cohn  claimed  that  local  ex- 
change managers  in  these  cities 
handled  the  deals  between  Colum- 
bia and  exhibitors  located  there. 

William  A.  Scully,  Universale 
general  sales  manager,  will  be  ex- 
amined today.  RKO  executives  will 
be   questioned  next  week. 


PARA,  EXECS.  DRAFT 
NEELY  FIGHT  PLANS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sociates,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday. 

Additionally,  the  conferees  who 
included  a  "considerable  number" 
of  theater  operators  affiliated ,  with 
the  company,  considered  genera' of  he- 
ater problems,  it  was  stated.    ^ 

While  the  parley  was  described  as 
informal,  in  attendance  were  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  Austin  Keough,  Leon- 
ard Goldenson,  Sam  Dembow,  Leon 
Netter,  Stanton  Griffis  and  George 
Thorpe,  all  from  the  home  office,  and 
S.  A.  Lynch,  N.  L.  Nathanson  and 
E.  G.  Sparks. 


Screen  Playwrights  Request 
Ending  of  Producer  Contract 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

requested  an  immediate  abrogation 
of  its  contract  with  producers  and 
in  turn  the  producers  announced  of- 
ficial acceptance  of  the  request.  The 
next  step  will  be  the  legal  dissolu- 
tion of  the  organization,  President 
John  L.  Mann,  announced. 

Screen  Playwrights  held  a  five- 
year  contract  with  producers  entered 
into  April  17,  1937.  The  Play- 
wrights sought  dissolution  because 
more  writers  failed  to  join  the  or- 
ganization and  because  of  the  pres- 
ent membership  failed  to  support  i 
financially. 

In  a  letter  to  producers  the  Play- 
wrights said:  "We  wish  to  offer  our 
opinion  that  there  is  unquestionably 
need  for  some  Hollywood  writers' 
organization  with  which  picture  pro- 
ducers may  negotiate  fair  settle- 
ment of  such  legitimate  problems  as 
admittedly  exist  in  the  writer-pro- 
ducer relationship.  Our  own  with- 
drawal from  the  situation  is  an  en- 
tirely realistic  admission  of  the  fail- 
ure of  Screen  Playwrights  to  serve 
successfully  as  that  organization. 
We  should  now  like  to  offer  the  best 
of  luck  to  any  writers  and  produc- 
ers who  may  be  smart  enough  and 
sane  enough  to  bring  about  a  solu- 
tion  of   this    problem." 

AMPP  to  Formulate  Plan 
to  Expedite  Labor  Matters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dling  of  labor  matters,  it  was  an- 
nounced following  initial  meeting  of 
AMPP,  presided  over  by  President 
Y.  Frank  Freeman. 

Plans  were  discussed  for  the  first 
conference  Thursday  afternoon  with 
representatives  of  studio  unions  over 
termination  of  the  10  per  cent  wage 
increase.  Contract  with  Screen  Pub- 
licists Guild  is  expected  to  be  signed 
by  all  producers  this  week. 


The  Last  Word 

Minneapolis  —  The  last  word  in  thea- 
ter service  is  claimed  by  St.  Louis  Park 
Theater.  When  the  weather  drops  to 
below  zero  marks  the  management  has 
a  couple  of  storage  batteries  rigged  up, 
and  sends  out  an  attendant  to  aid  driv- 
ers with  congealed  motors  get  their  cars 
started.  This  saves  batteries  and  saves 
calling  a  garage. 
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Gov  t  Told     U     Grants  No  Favors  in  Allotting  Films 

INDUSTRY  SCHOOL  TIE^UF  BOOMS  1 6 MM.  SALES 

Cleveland  Exhibs.  Fight  Curfew  Move;  Spread  Feared 


Ordinance  Favored  by  Safety 

and  Police  Execs.  Like 

That  in  Detroit 

Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Motion 
Picture  Exhibitors  Association  yes- 
terday declared  war  on  a  curfew 
ordinance  introduced  in  the  City 
Council  by  Councilman  Raymond  J. 
Taylor,  at  the  request  of  Robert 
Chamberlin,  assistant  safety  direc- 
tor, and  Capt.  Arthur  Roth,  head 
of  the  police  department's  Juvenile 
Bureau. 

Ordinance  is  modeled  after  that 
in  effect  in  Detroit.  Exhibition  in- 
terests   here    see    in    the    measure 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


GERING  DROPS  PLANS 
TO  PRODUCE  IN  EAST 


Marion  Gering  has  dropped  his 
plans  for  Eastern  production,  al- 
legedly due  to  lack  of  co-operation 
by  New  York  banking  interests. 
Gering,  who  was  to  have  made 
"Bricks  Without  Straw"  in  New 
York  for  Columbia,  leaves  today  for 
the  Coast  where  he  intends  to  put 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Look  Magazine  is  Planning 
Series  of  Short  Subjects 

Look  Magazine  is  planning  to  mar- 
ket a  series  of  short  subjects  pat- 
terned after  The  March  of  Time, 
but  covering  subjects  of  a  less  seri- 
ous nature.  First  reel  has  been  com- 
pleted and  has  been  given  test 
showings  in  a  number  of  cities  with- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


N.S.W.  Moves  to  Speed  Up 
Production  via  Guarantee 


Sydney  (By  Cable) — Film  produc- 
tion in  New  South  Wales  is  being 
speeded  up  by  the  Government's 
guarantee  of  60  per  cent  of  the  cost 
of  certain  films  to  be  made  by  Cine- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Coast  Hears  a  Major  Planning  to  Steal 

March  on  Rivals  With  Early  Sales  Meet 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood — One  of  the  major  companies  has  tentatively  set  approximately  90  per 
cent  of  its  1940-41  program,  with  a  view  to  stealing  a  march  on  the  other  distribs. 
and  launching  an  unusually  early  sales  campaign,  it  was  reported  yesterday.  Studio  in 
question,  it  is  said,  expects  to  quickly  complete  the  tentative  line-up  of  stories  and  titles. 
Production  and  distribution  execs,  have  huddled  quietly,  both  here  and  in  New  York. 
Behind  the  decision  for  an  early  sales  campaign  this  year  is  said  to  be  the  conviction 
that  slow  selling  this  season  has  been  due,   in  part,  to   its  comparatively  late  start. 


Gross  of     Gone  With  The  Wind 
More  Than  $7,000,000— Metro 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  already 
has  rolled  up  a  gross  of  more  than 
$7,000,000,  it  was  announced  yester- 
day by  Howard  Dietz,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  M-G-M. 
Picture  had  its  world  premiere  in 
Atlanta  on  Dec.  15  and  is  now  play- 
ing  170   engagements. 

Twenty-one     additional     bookings 


for  March  announced  yesterday  bring 
the  total  to  400  in  368  cities. 

In  20  of  these  new  situations  the 
film  will  be  shown  three  times  daily 
with  only  the  evening  show  reserved. 
The  bookings  are:  1,  State,  Modesto, 
Cal.;  Liberty,  Olympia,  Wash.;  Ma- 
nos,    Indiana,    Pa.;    2,    Kane,    Kane, 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Top  Industry  Execs,  to  be 
Witnesses  in  Vineland  Case 

Trial  of  the  Vineland,  N.  J.,  anti- 
trust case  writ  decision  in  which 
was  reversed  last  week  by  the  U.  S. 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  Phila- 
delphia, will  get  under  way  next 
month.  It  is  believed  by  attorneys 
that    the    trial    will    last    a    month, 


(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Philly  Two-Hour  Show  Plan 
Seen  Dependent  on  S-W  Aid 

Philadelphia— Proposal  by  Parent- 
Teacher  Associations  and  the  Coun- 
ty Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  that 
film  programs  be  cut  33  1-3  per  cent, 
from  three  to  two  hours,  finds  local 
exhibs.  generally  lukewarm. 

Theater  operators  contacted  indi- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Universal  Sales  Chief  Denies  Gov't 
Charge  of  Favoritism  in  Allocation 


MPPDA  Plan  to  Supply  Shorts 

For  Schools  Successful 

in  First  5  Months 

Organized  efforts  of  the  industry 
to  make  short  subjects  available  to 
educational  institutions  have  met 
with  encouraging  success  during  the 
first  five  months  in  which  the  plan 
has  been  in  operation. 

The  number  of  schools  which  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  available 
shorts  probably  will  not  be  revealed 
until  Will  Hays  makes  his  annual 
report  on  the  industry  about  March 
15.  but  it  is  known  that  the  list  is 
growing  steadily  and  the  manufac- 
turers of  16  mm.  equipment  are 
benefitting    because    of    the    sudden 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


N.  Y.  ALLIED  ALBANY 
UNIT  TO  BE  REVAMPED 


New  York  Allied  will  reorganize 
the  Albany  unit  immediately,  it  was 
determined  yesterday  at  a  meeting 
of  the  organization's  officers  and  di- 
rectors in  New  York.  Four  of  the 
Albany  group's  officers  and  direc- 
tors recently  withdrew  from  the  unit. 

(Continued    on    Page    6) 


125  "Inspectors"  Passes 
Enough,  Says  Lowell  Mayor 

Lowell,  Mass.— The  pass  racket 
here  may  not  be  exactly  kayoed,  but 
it  is  at  least  punch  drunk  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  decree  by  Mayor  George 
T.  Ashe  reducing  the  number  of  lo- 

(Continucd  on  Page  8) 


William  A.  Scully,  sales  chief  of 
Universal,  vigorously  denied  the 
Government's  contention  that  Uni- 
versal favored  certain  theaters  in 
allotting  its  product,  during  a  full- 
day  examination  conducted  yester- 
day by  Special  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Robert  L.  Wright.  Scully 
stated   that    Universal   makes    every 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Priority  Right  Controversy 
Rages  Anew  in  Nova  Scotia 

Halifax,  N.  S. — Controversy  has 
again  broken  out  between  indie  ex- 
hibs. and  the  distribs.  over  the  pri- 
ority right. 

The  provincial  ai-bitration  board, 
which  is  a  stopgap  to  the  enforce- 
ment   of    drastic    legislation   passed 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Yates,  Grainger  Attending 
Rep.  Atlanta  Meet  Today 

Atlanta  —  Herbert  J.  Yates  and 
James  R.  Grainger  arrive  here  to- 
day for  another  in  the  series  of 
quarterly  territorial  sales  meetings, 
to  be  held  at  the  Henry  Grady  Hotel. 
The  two  execs,  proceed  to  Dallas  for 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%) 
Columbia   Picts.    pfd. . 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 

East.    Kodak    1 

do    pfd 

Cen.   Th.   Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pfd..  . 
Paramount    2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe  Film   

RKO    

20th    Century-Fox    . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 

do  pfd 


High 

9% 


MARKET 

Net 
Low  Close  Chg. 
9%       9%  -     l/8 


83/4 

58i/2  i 

13" 

363/4 


83/4  83/4    —      l/8 

571/2  1571/2   —       l/2 

13"  13"  —  "i/8 

36Vs  361/2  —     i/g 


7i/s 


7        —      1/8 


8% 

103/4 

13/8 

11% 

241/2 

91 

3% 


8% 
IOI/4 

13/8 


"3/4       1!% 


8%     

105/s    +       3/8 
1% 


241/2 

91 

37/8 


241/2    —      1/4 

91       —H/2 
37/8      


NEW  YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3'/2s46. 102%   102%  1027/8 
Para.     B'way    3s55.  .50         50         50 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 1/4S47 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  86V2     86I/2     86V2 
RKO    6s41     64i/2     641/2     64i/2 


NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1  %       1  %       1  %   +     Ve 

Technicolor    157/s     15i/2     15l/2  —     % 

Trans-Lux      

Universal  Corp.  vtc...      4  4  4  

Universal    Picts 

N.  Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe  Film  7  pfd 100l/2   104 

Fox   Thea.   Office   Bldg.    1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 .... 

Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


NBC  to  Telecast  Feature 
Film  on  Sunday  Afternoon 

For  the  first  time,  NBC  has  sched- 
uled a  telecast  of  a  feature  film 
for  Sunday  afternoon.  Pix  is  "City 
Park"  and  will  be  televised  next 
Sunday  at  2:30   over  W2XBS. 

Next  week's  television  program 
emphasizes  films.  Sunday  night's 
feature  will  be  Carveth  Wells  and 
his  Malay  Jungle  films;  on  Thurs- 
day, there  will  be  telecasts  of  two 
March  of  Time  subjects,  "News 
Front  of  War"  and  "Uncle  Sam, 
Farmer"  as  well  as  an  episode  of 
"Burn  'Em  Up  Barnes,"  serial,  and 
"Repair,  Supply  and  Relief,"  short. 
On  Feb.  24,  "Emil  and  the  Detec- 
tives," another  feature  film,  is  sched- 
uled for  an  afternoon  telecast. 


"Northwest  Passage"  Will 
Open  at  Boise  on  Feb.  20 

M-G-M's  "Northwest  Passage" 
will  have  its  world  premiere  at  the 
Pinney  Theater,  Boise,  Ida.,  on  Feb. 
20.  A  premiere  committee,  appoint- 
ed by  Gov.  C.  A.  Bottolfsen,  is  spon- 
soring "Northwest  Passage  Days," 
a  period  of  celebration  a  week  in 
advance  of  the  opening.  Members  of 
the  cast,  including  Ilona  Massey, 
Nat  Pendleton,  Isabel  Jewell  and 
Truman  Bradley,  will  be  present. 
Opening  ceremonies  will  be  broad- 
cast by  KIDO. 


Alexander  Korda  Arrives 
Today;  To  Coast  at  Once 

Alexander  Korda  arrives  today  on 
the  Rex.  The  London  Films  head 
plans  to  leave  immediately  upon  his 
arrival  for  the  Coast.  It  is  under- 
stood that  he  will  discuss  plans  for 
the  production  of  "The  Jungle  Book" 
in  Hollywood  with  Murray  Silver- 
stone,  who  is  now  on  the  Coast. 


Vaude  Aids  Brandt   Houses, 
Circuit  Operator  Declares 

Miami  Beach,  Fla.  —  William 
Brandt,  vacationing  in  the  Miami 
area,  says  that  since  his  company 
started  in  an  experimental  way  to 
offer  vaudeville  in  connection  with 
films,  business  has  steadily  in- 
creased. 


Crescent,  Stengle  Circuit 
Deals  Closed  by  Universal 

Universal  has  closed  deals  with 
the  Crescent  and  Stengle  circuits, 
covering  64  situations,  according  to 
F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Eastern  division 
manager,  who  returned  yesterday 
from    Nashville. 


Chi.  Censor  Okays  "Grapes" 

Chicago — Lieut.  Harry  Costello, 
police  censor,  yesterday  passed  "The 
Grapes  of  Wrath"  for  exhibition 
here,  but  halted  showings  of  "In- 
vasion of  Poland,"  Polish  film. 


"Life  on  the  Hortobagy" 
No  Newsreel,  Court  Rules 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Aaron  J.  Levy  yesterday  denied  an 
application  of  Levrad  Amusement 
Co.,  operator  of  the  Cameo  Theater, 
and  Jack  Haupt  against  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  New  York  State  and 
Erwin  Esmond,  director  of  the  motion 
picture  division  of  the  New  York 
Department  of  Education.  The  plain- 
tiff had  sought  to  restrain  the  de- 
fendant from  interfering  with  the 
exhibition  of  the  film,  "Life  on  the 
Hortobagy,"  on  the  grounds  that  it 
was  a  newsreel  and  did  not  require  a 
state  license.  Justice  Levy  stated 
that  he  had  seen  the  picture  and 
was  convinced  that  it  was  not  a 
newsreel  and  therefore  required  a 
license. 


Phi  Delta  Theta  Dinner 
To  Have  Hays  as  Speaker 

Indianapolis  —  Will  H.  Hays, 
MPPDA  prexy,  and  past  president 
of  the  general  council  of  Phi  Delta 
Theta,  will  be  the  principal  speaker 
at  the  annual  Founder's  Day  banquet 
in  the  Columbia  Club  here  March  9. 
Hays  graduated  from  Wabash  in 
1900. 

Attendance  is  expected  to  reach 
450,  with  members  from  chapters 
at  Indiana,  DePauw,  Butler,  Han- 
over, Franklin,  Purdue  and  Wabash 
representing  the  active  chapters,  in 
addition  to  the  many  alumni  who 
will  attend. 


Trane  Net  for  1939  Soars 
to  $530,533;  $333,908  Gain 

Report  of  the  Trane  Co.  and  sub- 
sidiary, manufacturers  of  air  con- 
ditioning and  heating  systems,  for 
the  year  ended  Dec.  31,  shows  net 
income  of  $530,533,  after  usual  de- 
ductions, equal  after  preferred  divi- 
dends to  $2.02  a  share  on  252,890 
shares   of  common. 

This  compares  with  net  income  of 
$196,625  or  71  cents  a  share  on  251,- 
755   shares   of  common   in   1938. 


No  Change  in  Erpi-Bell 

Relationship — Stevenson 

In  commenting  upon  a  rumor  to 
the  effect  that  Erpi  will  do  its  own 
research  when  present  commitments 
with  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories 
have  been  completed,  T.  K.  Steven- 
son yesterday  said  that  no  change 
in  the  present  relationship  of  the 
two  companies  has  been  made  or  is 
contemplated. 


Bioff  to  Voluntarily  Go 

to  Illinois,  Says  Counsel 

Sacramento,  Calif.: — William  Bioff, 
IATSE  exec,  will  voluntarily  return 
to  Chicago  to  face  charges  pending 
there  should  Governor  Olson  deny 
extradition,  it  was  said  here  yester- 
day by  his  counsel,  Michael  G. 
Luddy. 


COfllMG  flflD  GOinG 


WILL  H.  HAYS  is  en  route  to  New  York  from 
the  Coast. 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  arrives  in  New  York  from 
Europe   today   aboard   the    Rex. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES,  president  of  Con*  b  ted 
Film  Industries,  and  JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  .  .esi- 
dent  of  Republic,  arrive  in  Atlanta  today  from 
New  York  for  Republic's  Southeastern  terri- 
tory sales  meeting. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  Universale  Eastern  divi- 
sion manager,  returned  yesterday  from  Nash- 
ville. 

JOHN  S.  HARRINGTON,  manager  of  Mono- 
gram's prints  and  accessories  department,  is  on 
a    tour   of   29  exchanges. 

TERRY  KILBURN,  young  star  of  "Swiss  Family 
Robinson,"  is  on  a  personal  appearance  tour 
of   14   key  cities. 

JOHN  BOLES  arrived  in  New  York  yesterday 
from   Boston. 

JACK  KIRKLAND  has  arrived  on  the  Coast 
from    New    York. 

EDNA   BEST   is   at   the   Ambassador. 

CHARLEY  CHASE  has  arrived  in  New  York 
from    Hollywood. 

JUNE  DUPREZ,  British  film  star,  arrives  in 
New  York   today  from   Europe  on   the  Rex. 

JERRY  HORVVIN  left  New  York  for  Florida 
yesterday. 

EDWARD  C.  ROBINSON  left  New  York  for  the 
Coast   yesterday. 

STANLEY  HAND,  Altec's  staff  representative, 
is  back  in  New  York  after  a  business  trip  to 
Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  and 
Detroit. 

JAY   BLAUFOX   has   returned   from    the   Coast. 

JAMES  ROOSEVELT  comes  East  next  week, 
with  visits  to  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
planned. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY  leaves  for  Florida  to- 
morrow. 


New  Haven  Exchange  Leads 
in  RKO's  Depinet  Drive 

B.  Pitkin's  New  Haven  exchange 
is  leading  RKO's  Ned  Depinet  Drive 
at  the  close  of  the  second  week.  In 
second  place  is  M.  Plotters  Montreal 
exchange,  while  E.  A.  Lamb's  Seat- 
tle office  is  in  third  place. 


Hall  Leaves  Ross  Federal 

Donovan  Hall  has  resigned  as 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity 
after  two  years  with  the  Ross  Fed- 
eral Research  Corp.  Resignation  is 
effective   immediately. 


Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 
FEBRUARY   15 
John  Barrymore 
Howard  Higgins 
William  Janney 

Leo    Trainor 

I.   E.  Chadwick 

A.   H.   Halprin 

Benjamin  Listengart 

Lou    Ostrow 
Hugh  Wedlock,  Jr. 


WATCH  THE  MOVIE  SKY! 
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N.  Y.  ALLIED  ALBANY 
UNIT  TO  BE  REVAMPED 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

allegedly  because  of  disagreement 
on  policy. 

It  also  was  voted  yesterday  to 
hold  the  annual  state  meeting  on 
May  22-23  in  Syracuse.  A  testimon- 
ial dinner  in  honor  of  Max  A.  Cohen, 
New  York  Allied  president,  will  be 
held  on  the  night  of  May  23. 

Reorganization  of  the  Albany  unit 
will  be  in  charge  of  Ray  Pashley, 
vice-president  pro  tem,  George  Ab- 
ramson  of  Brooklyn  and  Ed  Sou- 
hami,  field  representative  and  attor- 
ney for  New  York  Allied.  New  of- 
ficers and  directors  will  be  elected. 
It  was  urged  that  men  who  "would 
not  act  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
the  membership"  be  named. 


Mass.  LRB  Finds  for  WMT 
in  Charges  Filed  by  TMAT 

Springfield,  Mass.— The  State  La- 
bor Relations  Board  has  dismissed 
a  charge  filed  against  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Theaters  Inc.  by  the 
TMAT. 

On  Jan.  15,  Harry  Storin,  for  the 
TMAT,  asked  the  board  to  move 
against  the  theater  chain  and  pro- 
tested the  dropping  of  Alfred  Page, 
manager  of  the  Strand  Theater  in 
Holyoke,  claiming  Page  was  the 
sixth  executive  to  be  dropped  by  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Theaters, 
Inc.  in  an  allegedly  deliberate  move 
against  the  union. 

The  State  Labor  Relations  Board, 
however,  in  its  communication  to 
the  Western  Massachusetts  The- 
aters, Inc.,  said  that  at  an  execu- 
tive session  of  the  board  "it  was 
voted  to  dismiss  the  charge  filed 
against  you  for  the  reason  that  af- 
ter full  investigation  and  considera- 
tion it  was  decided  that  sufficient 
evidence  was  not  found  to  warrant 
the  issuance  of  a  formal  complaint." 
The  charge  was,  therefore,  dismissed 
without  prejudice,  the  letter  said. 

The  finding  of  the  board  was  made 
public  through  the  office  of  Atty. 
Harry  M.  Ehrlich,  counsel  for  the 
theatrical    organization. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Emma  Decker,  secretary  of  Ross 
Federal  Service  in  Albany,  will  be 
married  in  Hudson  Feb.  25  at  St. 
John's  Lutheran  Church  to  Fred- 
erick Spath.  Albany  Film  Row 
friends  of  Miss  Decker  are  to  fete 
her  at  a  shower  next  week. 


Camden,  Ark. — Miss  Darace  Mc- 
Murry  and  Howard  L.  Dean  were 
married  here.  Dean  is  Arkansas 
representative  for  Paramount  Pic- 
tures. He  is  a  graduate  of  Southern 
Methodist  University. 


ALCNG  THE 


wiTti  PIILM.  DALYi 


•  •      •     YESTERDAY'S  blizzard  tied  Pa  Knickerbocker's  traffic  into 

knots but    it    couldn't    stop    Flash    Gordon    from    whirling    through 

wild   and  woolly  melodramatic? for   the    edification    of    the    trade 

press  reviewers who  gathered  to  see  "Flash  Gordon  Conquers  the 

Universe" in    Universale    projection    room Flash,    personified 

by  stalwart   Buster   Crabbe,   dashed   through   the   stratosphere   with   the 

greatest  of  ease and  hopped,  in  the  new  serial's  first  three  episodes 

shown,  from  planet  to  planet with  even  more  ease  than  a  bill  col- 
lector   does    from    door    to    door But    it's    all    going    to    seem    quite 

plausible    to    an    enthusiastic,    red-blooded    younger    generation    of    fans 

who    like    to    get    their    excitement    quickly    and    undiluted 

without  having  to  wait  for  logical  climaxes  to  be  built  up So  Mister 

Nabe    Theater   Operator   should   keep    a   weather    eye   peeled   for   this 

one for  it'll  keep  the  boys  and  gals  on  edge and  likewise 

on  that  geographical  portion  of  theater  chairs ...... 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  HOW  Hollywood's  present-day  serial  script  writers 
and  producers succeed  in  saturating  their  efforts  with  excite- 
ment  is  a  far  cry  from  the  milder  forms   which  prevailed 

when  serials  were  once  a-bloom  in  the  silent  films  era Say 

what  you  will  about  the  current  serials. . .  .which  please  a  helluva 

large  stratum  of  pixgoers, — they  have  shown  in  their  own 

sphere  a  degree  of  improvement  and  progress proportionate 

to  their  more  staid  and  sedate  cinematic  brethren 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  BILL  Scully,  Universal's  vice-prexy  and  general  sales  man- 
ager   hies  away  to  Florida  tomorrow for  a  well-earned  win- 
ter   vacation That    swell    showing    that    Universal under    the 

leadership  of  Nate  Blumberg is  making  these  days is  due  in 

no  small  degree to  the  personal  efforts  of  the  company's 

popular  sales  head The  studio  provides  the  product Bill  sells 

'em And  you   can   note   the   highly   satisfactory   result in    the 

company's  earnings  statement 

T  T  ▼ 

•  #      •     IF  there's  a  Variety  Club  in  your  town you  can 

look  forward  shortly to   a   visit  from   Bob    O'Donnell 

chief  barker  of  the  Dallas  club and  John  H.  Harris chief 

barker  of  the  national  organization They'll  make  a  tour 

to  personally   extend   invitations to   attend   the   forthcoming 

convention in  the  Texan  metropolis next  April  18-20. . . . 


•      •      •      NOW    the   blizzard    which   Pa   Knickerbocker    fought    tooth- 

and-nail  yes'day was  doubtless  an  offspring  of  the  blizzard  (if  not 

the  McCoy)  which  earlier  in  the  week  swept  o'er  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

On  our  desktop  is  a  dispatch  from  that  city telling  of  the  "mush- 
ing" through  the  driving  snows by  Dr.  Walter  Bierring,  74-yeaT-old 

former  prexy  of  the  American  Medical  Association to  join  friends 

at  the  Des  Moines  showing  of  Warners'  "Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet" 

and  pay  tribute  to  the  man  to  whom  the  pix  is  dedicated, — Dr.  Paul 
Ehrlich,  19th  Century  chemist Dr.  Bierring,  present  health  commis- 
sioner of  Iowa,  was  a  pupil  of  Louis  Pasteur and  knew  Ehrlich  at 

the  time  the  latter  discovered  "test  606" the  cure  for  syphilis 

Dr.  Bierring  praised  the  Warners  for  their  courage  in  bringing  to  the 
screen  a  hitherto  taboo  cinematic  subject 


«      «      « 


»      »      »> 


"Reviews* 

"Finland  Fights!" 
Finish  Relief  Fund; 
Emerson  Yorke  Studios        5'/2  mins. 
Excellent  Reel 

Presented  by  the  Friends  of  Fin- 
land as  an  auxiliary  to  the  work  of 
the  Finnish  Relief  Fund's  F^ion 
Picture  Division,  this  short  isT  jlail- 
able  to  exhibition  outlets  in  connec- 
tion with  the  most  worthy  two-day 
campaign  which  is  to  be  carried  on 
in  film  houses  on  Feb.  17-18.  Pack- 
ing intense  human  appeal,  it  is 
bound  to  stir  the  emotions  of  all 
Americans  who  have  at  heart  the 
plight  of  Finland's  suffering  civilian 
population, — suffering  brought  about 
by  the  tragedy  of  the  little  nation's 
invaded  soil.  Emerson  Yorke,  vet- 
eran short  subject  and  informative 
films  producer,  compiled  the  ma- 
terial, and  the  result  is  standout. 
Scenes  depict  Finland  at  peace,  prior 
to  last  November's-end  when  the 
small,  industrious  democracy  sud- 
denly found  itself  in  the  vortex  of 
unwanted  war.  There  are  scenes  of 
Jan  Sibelius,  world-renowned  com- 
poser; Paavo  Nurmi,  brilliant  track 
luminary  and  patriot;  Herbert  Hoov- 
er, making  his  stirring  appeal  for 
aid  to  the  stricken  Finns;  and  of  the 
awesome  rain  of  terror  from  the 
skies  above  Finland's  modern  cities, 
as  Soviet  planes  hurl  down  incendi- 
ary bombs  on  defenseless  communi- 
ties. Harry  Blair  wrote  the  script, 
a  highly  creditable  job,  as  is  the 
narration  by  popular  Alois  Havrilla. 
Circuits  and  exhibitors  everywhere 
will  find  this  reel  a  splendid  aid  in 
the  relief  fund  drive  Feb.  17-18  when 
lobby  collections  in  more  than  9,000 
film  theaters  are  planned.  Vincent 
G.  Hart  rates  applause  for  his  di- 
rection. 


British  Actor  Dead 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Hugh  E. 
Wright,  60,  British  stage  and  screen 
actor,  dramatist  and  song  writer,  is 
dead  at  Windsor. 


STORKS! 


Charles  Sonin,  general  purchasing 
agent  for  Loew's,  Inc.,  is  a  grand- 
pop.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Monroe  J. 
Meyers,  gave  birth  to  a  son  last 
week-end. 


Philly  Two-Hour  Show  Plan 
Seen  Dependent  on  S-W  Aid 

(Continued  from  Page    1) 

cated  that  while  they  would  try  to 
co-operate,  the  plan,  to  become  effec- 
tive, requires  Stanley- Warner  align- 
ment. In  other  words,  elimination 
of  the  long  show  here  hinges  upon 
100  per  cent  agreement. 

While  the  PTA-Women's  Clubs 
specific  targets  are  the  Saturday 
shows  patronized  by  children,  long 
Sunday  matinee  programs,  including 
two  features,  serial  and  array  of 
shorts,  are  increasing  in  number. 
These  programs  last  as  long  as  3% 
hours,  running  up  to  5:30  p.m. 
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CLEVELAND  EXHIBITORS 
FIGHT  CURFEW  MOVES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

more  than  merely  a  local  threat,  be- 
lieving that  similar  ordinances  will 
mal^^  their  appearance  in  other 
large    cities. 

I  The  measure  is  designed  to  keep 
unaccompanied  children  under  17 
from  all  amusement  places  after 
-10.30  p.m.,  forbidding  girls  under 
19  and  boys  under  21  from  amuse- 
ment places  between  2  and  6  a.m., 
also  forbidding  all  unaccompanied 
children  under  16  from  amusement 
places  between  8  a.  m.,  and  1  p.m., 
ixmless  there  is  a  school  vacation 
or  holiday. 

Ordinance  provides  it  is  obliga- 
tory to  post  provisions  in  all  amuse- 
ment places.  Violations  would  be 
considered  misdemeanors,  punishable 
jby  a  $100  minimum  fine  or  30  days' 
-sentence  or  both. 


Priority  Right  Controversy 
Rages  Anew  in  Nova  Scotia 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

last  year,  has  been  called  on  to  hear 
a  number  of  complaints  lodged  by 
the  indies  against  Paramount  and 
other  distribs.  Para,  is  alleged  to 
favor  Famous  Players  Canadian 
with  the  first  showings  of  its  top 
product. 

A.  J.  Mason,  Springhill,  and  E. 
R.  Lynn,  Sydney,  leading  the  inde- 
pendents, were  in  Halifax  for  the 
first  meeting  of  the  provincial  con- 
ciliation board,  organized  to  adjust 
differences  between  the  exhibs.  and 
distribs. 

In  addition  to  the  grievances  of 
the  indies,  the  Allied  Exhibitors,  of 
Nova  Scotia,  presented  a  formal 
protest  against  obsolete  clauses  in 
the  new  rule  book,  recently  dis- 
tributed to  exhibitors.  Directly 
aimed  at  were  (a)  Arrest  without 
need  of  a  warrant  of  any  exhibitor 
for  violation  of  any  of  the  rules, 
even  the  lack  of  an  exit  light,  (b) 
fine  of  $50,  for  presence  on  a  stage 
of  any  female  in  bare  legs,  (c)  fee 
of  $100  a  performance  for  any  pres- 
entation troupe  used  in  connection 
with  films. 

Following  a  huddle  with  the  con- 
ciliation board,  the  Allied  Exhibitors 
met  to  discuss  the  situation. 


Exhibitor  as  Mayor 

Doubles  as  Judge 

New  Glasgow,  N.  S. — N.  W.  Mason, 
operating  the  Roseland  and  Academy  of 
Music,  has  found  his  debut  as  a  judge 
satisfactory  to  two  courts.  As  mayor  of 
New  Clasgow,  the  exhibitor  donned  the 
judicial  robes  in  the  absence  of  the 
local  judge,  contending  the  mayor  had 
this  right.  In  his  first  and  only  court 
case,  he  registered  a  conviction.  An 
appeal  was  entered  on  the  ground  Mason 
was  illegally  operating  as  judge.  The 
exhibitor's  action  was  affirmed,  first, 
in  the  county  court  and  next  in  the 
provincial    Supreme    Court. 


ntUJS  Of  TH€  DRV 


Cincinnati — An  invitation  preview 
of  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  featured 
the  opening  of  Lou  Wiether's  new 
Westwood  theater.  House  is  equip- 
ped with  1940  model  RCA  Magic 
Voice  Sound,  Cincy's  first  installed 
Brenkert  Motion  Picture  Projectors, 
?nd  new  rubberized  seats,  all  sup- 
plied by  Midwest  Theater  Supplies, 
who  also  furnished  complete  equip- 
ment. 


Oklahoma  City — Ross  Howard  has 
been  named  new  ad  sales  manager  at 
the  20th-Fox  exchange  here,  succeed- 
ing Don  Wahl,  recently  promoted  to 
fd  sales  manager  with  20th-Fox  at 
Memphis. 


Oklahoma  City— W.  P.  Moran  of 
Southwestern  Theaters  general  of- 
fices here,  announces  Charles  Mohler 
has  been  named  manager  of  the  State 
theater  at  Pawhuska,  replacing  Roy 
Wellman,  resigned. 


Cleveland — Ben  Elkins  has  taken 
over  the  operation  of  the  Clark  Thea- 
ter, previously  operated  by  R.  C. 
Wahl. 


Cincinnati — H.   Bugie   is   reported 

to  have  severed  his  connections  with 
Co-operative  Theaters  of  Ohio,  Inc., 
a  booking  enterprise. 


Mingo  Junction,  O. — John  Valuska 
is  the  new  owner  of  the  Auditorium 
having  purchased  it  from  the  estate 
of  Ken  Boothman  who  died  last  week. 


Lisbon,  N.  H.— The  Lisbon  Thea- 
ter, destroyed  by  fire  on  Dec.  1,  has 
been  rebuilt. 


Lincoln,  Neb.  —  Barney  Oldfield, 
Sunday  Journal  and  Star  movie  ed, 
did  his  600th  radio  broadcast  yester- 
day. 


Springfield,  Mass. — John  Kamuda, 
owner  of  the  Grand  theater  in  Indian 
Orchard,  has  purchased  a  plot  50  x 
132  containing  a  brick  monitor  build- 
ing, for  future  expansion  of  his  thea- 
ter. 

Detroit  —  Fire  in  the  projection 
booth  drove  250  patrons  out  of  the 
midnight  shows  the  Monroe  Theater, 
small  downtown  house.  Fire  was 
nearly  extinguished  by  the  projec- 
tionist, Beverly  Poole,  before  firemen 
arrived. 


Detroit  —  New  Cass  Theater  at 
Cass  City  is  slated  to  open  Feb.  28. 
House  replaces  one  burned  down  last 
fall.    Owner  is  Harold  Schuckert. 


Cincinnati — National  theater,  local 
landmark,  erected  in  1837,  is  being 
demolished  for  a  parking  lot. 


SCHOOL  TIE-UP  AIDS 
16  MM,  EQUIPMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

rush  to  buy  projectors.  It  is  i-e- 
liably  reported  that  manufacturers 
are  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  or- 
ders for  school  room  equipment. 

The  plan  went  into  effect  on  June 
30  of  last  year,  following  the  for- 
mation of  the  Advisory  Committee 
on  the  Use  of  Motion  Pictures  in 
Education.  The  organization  of- 
fered a  solution  to  the  problem  of 
making  films  accessible  to  schools 
and  at  the  same  time  safeguard  le- 
gitimate business  interests  and  pre- 
vent  competition   to   theaters. 

Under  the  present  system,  schools 
lease  educational  prints  for  terms 
up  to  three  years.  The  films  can 
be  shown  only  durjng  school  periods 
and  must  not  be  used  for  a  purpose 
other  than  instructional.  The  Ad- 
visory Council,  which  was  sponsored 
by  the  MPPDA,  is  a  non-profit  or- 
ganization, but  the  money  derived 
from  the  rentals  is  put  back  for  fur- 
ther development  of  the  system. 
Owners  of  the  pictures  used  for 
classrooms  are  Columbia,  Walt  Dis- 
ney, Educational,  Loew's,  Inc.,  RKO, 
20th  Century-Fox  and  Warner  Bros. 

The  plan  is  expected  to  enlarge 
because  school  systems  are  begin- 
ning to  include  motion  picture  equip- 
ment in  their  new  budgets. 


Yates,  Grainger  Attending 
Rep.  Atlanta  Meet  Today 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

a  similar  meeting  on  Saturday,  with 
Hollywood  to  follow.  Latter  meet- 
ing will  be  held  Monday. 

Attending  today's  meeting  will  be 
A.  C.  Bromberg,  Republic  franchise 
holder  for  the  Southeastern  terri- 
tory; Carl  Floyd,  Atlanta  manager; 
Henry  Glover,  Tampa  manager;  J. 
H.  Dillon,  Charlotte  manager;  L.  V. 
Seicshnaydre,  New  Orleans  man- 
ager; and  William  Snelson,  Memphis 
manager. 

The  Dallas  meeting  at  the  Adol- 
phus  Hotel  will  be  attended  by  W. 
G.  Underwood  and  Claude  Ezell, 
franchise  owners  for  the  Dallas  ter- 
ritory; Lloyd  Rust,  Dallas  manager; 
Sol  Davis,  Oklahoma  franchise  hold- 
er; Morris  Loewenstein;  and  B.  F. 
Busby,  franchise  holder  for  the  Lit- 
tle Rock  territory. 

J.  T.  Sheffield,  franchise  holder  in 
the  Northwestern  territory  which  in- 
cludes Republic  Exchanges  in  Seat- 
tle, Portland,  Denver,  Salt  Lake 
and  Butte;  San  Francisco  branch 
manager  Sid  Weisbaum,  and  Los  An- 
geles branch  manager  Francis 
Bateman,  will  meet  with  M.  J. 
Siegel,  president  of  Republic  Pro- 
ductions, Yates,  and  Grainger  at 
Republic's  Studios  in  North  Holly- 
wood. 

Yates  will  remain  on  the  Coast 
for  at  least  a  four-week  period. 
Grainger  will  return  to  New  York. 


r,chai.dCROMWELL- do«,s  DAY- ceokge  BARBIER 

RADIO'S  BRIGHTEST  STARS    •    A  Republic  Picture 
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'GWTW'  GROSS  MORE 
THAN  $7,000,000 
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Pa.;  Franklin,  Saginaw,  Mich.;  3, 
Regent,  Bay  City,  Mich.;  Regent, 
Muskegon,  Mich.;  5,  Pinney,  Boise, 
Idaho;  6,  Casino,  Marshalltown,  la.; 
7,  Orpheum,  Hannibal,  Mo.;  8.  Cri- 
terion, Poplar  Bluffs,  Mo.;  Time, 
Mattoon,  111,;  10,  Colonial,  Norwich; 
Rialto,  Little  Falls;  Strand.  0<rdens- 
burg;  Paramount,  Kinston.  N.  C; 
12,  Capitol,  Taylorville,  111.;  14, 
Carolina,  Hickory,  N.  C;  Chateau, 
Rochester,  Minn.;  24,  State,  Winona, 
Minn. 

At  the  Academy,  Meadville,  Pa., 
the  film  will  be  shown  twice  daily 
on  a  reserved  seat  basis. 


Top  Industry  Execs,  to  be 
Witnesses  in  Vineland  Case 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

with  top  executives  of  all  branches 
of  the  industry  to  be  subpoenaed. 

The  case  is  considered  unusual  and 
important,  inasmuch  as  a  decree 
granting  a  temporary  injunction 
against  the  distributors  was  reversed 
upon  the  appeal  of  the  defendants. 
The  Vineland  Theater  charged  that 
it  was  unable  to  get  first-run  prod- 
uct and  named  Warner  Bros.  The- 
aters and  major  distributors  in  its 
complaint.  Judge  Kirkpatrick  ord- 
ered the  injunction  based  on  evidence 
in  affidavits  only.  The  U.  S.  Circuit 
Court  has  ordered  the  case  now  to 
be  heard  on  its  merits. 


Budget  Hearing  at  Albany 
Boosts  "Take"  of  GWTW 


Albany — It  is  not  news  when 
GWTW  does  landoffice  biz,  espe- 
cially on  Lincoln's  Birthday.  It  is, 
though,  when  out-of-towners  pour 
in  from  all  over  the  state  to  espouse 
or  oppose  Governor  Lehman's  $396-, 
700,000  budget  and  then  break  the 
monotony  of  400  speakers  and  a  12- 
hour  hearing  by  going  next  door. 

Fabian's  Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall, 
now  housing  GWTW  for  its  second 
week,  after  the  downtown  Palace 
did  $42,800  in  22  performances,  was 
added  and  abetted  Lincoln's  Birth- 
day by  the  budget  hearing  held  in 
the   State  Armory. 

Out  of  town  trains  arrived  from 
New  York,  Buffalo  and  Rochester 
in  the  morning  and  many  of  the 
holiday  visitors  broke  their  time  by 
walking  in  next  door  to  GWTW.  It 
was  a  houseful  at  all  three  per- 
formances for  George  Seed,  Fabian 
theater  manager.  Seed  knew  the 
budget  marchers,  for  all  had  badges, 
slogans  or  pins  attached.  Biz  was 
best   afternoon    since   pix  moved   in. 


Orlando  Drive-in  Opens 

Orlando,  Fla. — Orlando  has  a  new 
theater,  the  Drive-In  located  on 
Orange  Blossom  Trail.  C.  H.  Brad- 
bury is  manager. 


Universal  Sales  Chief  Denies  Gov't 
Charge  of  Favoritism  in  Allocation 


(Continued  fr 

effort  to  sell  its  product  where  it  can 
get  the  best  returns  and  that  it 
deals  with  as  many  houses  as  will 
show  film. 

Clearance,  he  continued,  depended 
upon  such  factors  as  location  of  the 
house,  its  ability  to  pay  film  rental, 
its  general  policy  and  the  class  of 
competitors  it  has.  He  declared  that 
Universal  could  not  take  into  consid- 
eration the  clearance  that  other  dis- 
tributors gave  to  a  theater  when 
fixing  its  own  policy  and  pointed  out 
that  treatment  of  each  house  de- 
pended not  on  a  general  policy,  but 
rather  on  each  individual  exhibition 
contract. 

Scully  denied  the  inference  that 
subsequent-run  houses  are  compelled 
to  accept  an  entire  season's  prod- 
uct and  claimed  that  many  subse- 
quent-run theaters  had  the  right  of 
selection.  When  challenged  to  name 
theaters  of  this  class,  Scully  de- 
clared that  the  Beverly  and  Clifton 
Theaters  in  New  York  were  among 
those  with  selective  rights. 

Scully,  at  the  outset  of  the  ex- 
amination, in  describing  his  back- 
ground stated  that  he  had  been  em- 
ployed for  many  years  by  M-G-M 
in  its  exchanges.  Wright  questioned 
him  on  the  differences  between  the 
sales  methods  of  M-G-M  and  Uni- 
versal. In  response,  Scully  said  that 
there  was  no  great  difference  except 
that  it  was  more  difficult  to  sell  Uni- 
versal product  because  M-G-M  made 
a  greater  number  of  better  pictures. 
He  claimed  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  any  co-operation  among 
theater-owning  producers  in  the  sale 
of  film.  As  an  example,  he  said, 
Paramount  does  not  give  Loew's  pic- 
tures a  preference  over  Universal 
because  Loew's  would  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  book  Paramount  product  for 
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its  houses  and  Universal  would  not. 

As  an  example,  he  said,  M-G-M 
pictures  would  not  be  preferred  over 
Universal  pictures  in  a  Paramount- 
affiliated  house  because  Loew's  could 
reciprocate  by  giving  Paramount 
film  the  same  preference  in  its 
houses. 

Scully  testified  that  he  personally 
owned  no  outside  interests.  He  re- 
fused to  answer  a  question  whether 
it  was  advisable  for  a  producer  to 
own  its  own  theaters. 

During  the  early  parts  of  the  ex- 
amination, Scully  was  questioned  on 
his  first-run  policy  in  each  of  the  36 
key  cities  listed  by  the  Government. 
He  named  the  companies  and  the 
theaters  in  each  city  which  were  en- 
titled to  a  first-run  showing  on  Uni- 
versal product.  He  also  stated  that 
the  period  of  time  during  which  the 
theaters  obtained  first-run  and 
whether  negotiations  by  Universal 
had  been  held  to  seek  other  first- 
run  houses  in  these  cities.  With  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  instances, 
Scully  said  no  change  had  been  made 
by  Universal  within  the  last  few 
years. 

In  Brooklyn,  he  continued,  the 
RKO  Albee  and  Loew's  Metropoli- 
tan were  entitled  to  50  per  cent  each 
of  first-run  product.  He  was  asked 
whether  there  was  any  agreement 
between  these  two  theaters  as  to 
the  method  of  division  of  Universal 
product.  Scully  denied  any  knowl- 
edge of  such  an  agreement  and  said 
that  exhibition  contracts  provided 
for  a  simple  method  for  dividing  the 
pictures. 

Cliff  Work,  Universal  production 
head,  will  testify  next  Tuesday,  the 
Government  announced.  Ned  Depi- 
net,  RKO  vice-president,  will  ap- 
pear on  the  following  day. 


125  "Inspectors"  Passes  Look  Magazine  is  Planning 

Enough,  Says  Lowell  Mayor  Series  of  Short  Subjects 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cal  license  commission  passes  from 
450  to  125. 

Under  the  peculiar  setup  here,  the 
license  commission  is  privileged  to 
issue  official  passes  admitting  the 
bearer  and  guest  to  all  10  local  the- 
aters at  any  time,  with  the  pass 
holder  authorized  to  examine  the 
premises  as  a  commission  represen- 
tative. 

The  Mayor  concluded  it  didn't  re- 
quire 450  inspectors  to  look  over  the 
10  houses  for  the  commission,  with 
the  added  hunch  that  900  Annie 
Oakleys  possible  weekly  at  each 
house  was  bad  for  biz.  But  are 
those   off   the   pass   list   squawking! 


Operate  on  Dave  Golding 

Dave  Golding,  staff  writer  for  Box- 
office,  entered  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital 
yesterday  for  a  hernia  operation. 


'Continued  from  Page    1) 

out    advance    publicity,    in    order    to 
get   audience   reaction. 

Reel  is  reported  to  be  not  a  Look 
enterprise  but  an  independently- 
made  series,  embodying  pictorial 
subjects  illustrated  in  the  magazine. 
The  producers  are  American  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  of  Chicago  and  Holly- 
wood. 

First  reel  contained  three  features. 
One  was  on  "How  to  Wash  a  Dog"; 
another,  "How  a  Girl  Should  Say 
Goodnight  to  Her  Boy  Friend,"  and 
the  third  was  a  "minute  mystery." 

Plans  for  distribution  have  not 
yet  been  completed. 


LITTLC  fROfl)  LOTS 


By  RALPH  WILK 


McDonald  On  Weaver  Pix 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Frank  McDonald  will 
direct  Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry  in 
"Old  Missouri"  for  Republic.  Pro- 
duction is  slated  to  start  Feb.  26. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Metro  Augments  Casts 

(^AST  additions  at  Metro  are  Edna 
May  Oliver  for  "Pride  and  Prej- 
udice," dramatization  of  Jane,»i\j.s- 
ten's  novel,  also  Lucile  Watsor  rid 
C.  Aubrey  Smith  for  "Waterloo 
Bridge,"  screen  version  of  Robert  E. 
Sherwood's  play. 

T  T  T 

Burnette  Writes  Comedy  Tune 

Smiley  Burnette  has  composed  a 
new  song,  "You  Can  Take  The  Boy 
Out  of  the  Country,"  a  comedy  tune 
which  he  will  feature  vocally  in 
Republic's  musical  western  "Rancho 
Grande"  now  in  production. 
t  t  ▼ 
Ed  Small  Borrows  Hall 

Edward  Small  has  borrowed  Jon 
Hall  from  Sam  Goldwyn  for  the 
leading  role  in  "South  of  Pago 
Pago." 

N.S.W.  Moves  to  Speed  Up 
Production  via  Guarantee 
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sound  Productions,  Ltd.,  Argosy 
Films,  Ltd.,  and  Famous  Feature 
Films,  Ltd.  The  Government  guar- 
antee amounts  to  £52,000  and  is  to 
be  paid  back  out  of  proceeds  upon 
exhibition  prior  to  other  interests. 

In  some  quarters  it  is  felt  that 
American  producers  may  be  attract- 
ed by  the  Government  subsidy  and 
enter  the  production  field  here,  to  a 
limited  extent,  at  least. 

Hoyts  Theaters  is  interested  in 
production  under  the  N.S.W.  guaran- 
tee and  is  financially  backing  Charles 
Chauvel's  new  Famous  Feature 
Films'  production,  "40,000  Horse- 
men." This  is  the  first  time  that 
Hoyts  has  been  concerned  in  produc- 
tion, having  hitherto  confined  its 
activities  to  the  theater  field. 

"As  Australia's  leading  exhibitor 
organization,  Hoyts,"  said  Charles 
E.  Munro,  head  of  the  company, 
"feels  impelled  at  this  juncture  to 
lend  practical  co-operation  to  the 
scheme,  and  trusts  that  its  support 
will   have   a   beneficial   effect." 


Marion  Gering  Drops  Plans 

to  Produce  Pix  in  East 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  picture  in  work  shortly.  It  is 
understood  that  the  Columbia  agree- 
ment stands. 

Gering  was  reported  to  have  had 
a  two-picture  deal  with  Columbia. 
It  was  also  said  that  Chris  Dunphy, 
former  Paramount  studio  publicity 
head,  was  interested  from  the  finan- 
cing angle. 


Fox  Midwest  Managers 

Press  Neely  Bill  Attack 

Kansas  City — Fox  Midwest  man- 
agers at  the  direction  of  Elmer  C. 
Rhoden,  district  manager,  have 
started    a    concerted    attack    on   the 

Neely   bill. 
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Storm  in  East  Cuts  Biz  50-60  P.  C/  Closes  Some  Houses 

GOLDWYNASKS  COURT  DECREE  UA  PACT  CANCELLED 

Four  U.  S.  Distributors  Reported  Selling  Films  to  Italy 


Deals     Involve    75     Features, 

Says  Monty  Banks,  New 

Mussolini    Associate 

e      Monty    Banks,    director    for    20th 

"  Century-Fox  in  England,  arrived 
yesterday  on  the  Rex  with  the  state- 

..  ment  that  four  American  companies 
had  sold  75  pictures  to  the  new 
Italian  film  bureau.  He  named  the 
companies  as  being  RKO,  Universal, 

.  United  Artists  and  Columbia. 

(Efforts   to    confirm    Banks'    state - 

.  ment  yesterday  and  last  night  were 
unavailing.) 

Banks  said  he  was  leaving  20th- 
Fox  in  June   to   become   a   member 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


FILM  INDUSTRY  DUE 
FOR  PROBE  BY  DIES 


i   Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Charges  that  "the 
Hollywood  film  industry"  mysteri- 
"  ously  has  obtained  a  confidential 
committee  report  on  subversive  ac- 
tivities in  Hollywood,  were  made 
yesterday  by  Chairman  Martin  Dies 
(D.,  Texas)  of  the  House  Committee 
investigating     un-American     activi- 

(Continucd  on  Page  6) 


.  Stock  Transfer  Defended 

by  Grand   National   Heads 

Earle  W.  Hammons,  former  Grand 
National  head,  Bruno  Weyers,  for- 
1  mer  vice-president,  John  R.  Munn, 
:  former  director,  and  Walter  Duke, 
attorney,  were  examined  yesterday 
in  Grand  National  adjourned  hear- 
ings.   All  witnesses  were  questioned 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Warners  Oppose  Payment 

of  Additional  1935  Tax 


Attempt  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Bureau  to  collect  an  additional  $313,- 
908  income  tax  for  1935  is  being 
fought  by  Warners  before  the  Tax 
Appeals  Board  at  Washington. 

In   dispute   is   the   cost   of   super- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Warners  Develops  New  Automatic  Tempo 

Machine  to  Facilitate  Scoring  of  Films 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — An  automatic  tempo  machine  to  facilitate  the  scoring  of  pictures  has 
been  developed  by  Warner  Bros,  sound  department  under  supervision  of  Major  Nathan 
Levinson.  The  machine  automatically  manufactures  tempo  records  on  film  which  provide 
beats  occurring  at  any  rate  between  3 Vi  seconds  to  one  beat  per  second  in  intervals 
of  1/192  of  a  second. 


COAST  WAGE  CONFAB 
ADJOURNS  TILL  TODAY 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Following  a  three- 
hcur  session,  representatives  of  stu- 
dio unions  and  producers  issued  a 
brief  statement  to  the  effect  that 
they  had  met  "to  discuss  the  wage 
structure  in  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry in  accordance  with  agreement 
reached  Nov.  25,"  and  that  the  meet- 
ing had  been  adjourned  until  this 
afternoon.  Both  groups  refused  to 
elaborate  on  this  statement  or  to 
give  any  details  regarding  the  ses- 
sion which  was  devoted  to  the  pro- 

(Continued    on    Page    6) 

Poll  Executive  Committee 
on  Allied  Convention  City 

National  Allied's  executive  com- 
mittee is  being  polled  by  mail  as  to 
the  time  and  place  of  the  associa- 
tion's   annual    convention.       Because 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


KORDA  WILL  FINISH 
"THIEF"  IN  ARIZONA 


Alexander  Korda's  plans  to  pro- 
duce in  Hollywood  are  still  indefinite, 
the  London  Films  head  said  yester- 
day upon  his  arrival  from  Europe  on 
the  Rex.  Korda  said  that  he  would 
complete  the  shooting  of  "The  Thief 
of  Bagdad"  in  Arizona,  as  war  con- 
ditions had  prevented  completion  of 
the  picture  in  Europe. 

Several  studios  are  working  in 
England,  Korda  said,  with  consider- 
able activity  in  Denham.  Theater  at- 
tendance in  London  is  almost  normal, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Court  Refuses  to  Dismiss 
Goldwyn's  $54,559  Action 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday denied  an  application  of 
United  Artists  to  dismiss  the  suit  of 
Samuel    Goldwyn    Inc.,    for    $54,559 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Few  Closings  Due  to  Storm  in  East 
But  Attendance  is  Cut  to  Minimum 


Government  Experts  Will 
Comb  Equity  Suit  Answers 

Under  a  stipulation  which  will  be 
filed  today  in  Federal  Court,  the  time 
for  the  majors  to  answer  Govern- 
ment equity  suit  interrogatories  will 
be  staggered  over  a  period  up  to 
March   1.      Questions   1  through   24 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


The  severe  wind  and  snow  storm 
which  swept  the  Eastern  states  on 
Wednesday  left  closed  theaters  and 
delayed  film  shipments  in  its  wake. 
While  the  number  of  theaters  that 
were  forced  to  close  was  relatively 
small,  patronage  was  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  Trucks  carrying  film  were 
stalled  in  snow  drifts  on  the  high- 
ways and  in  many  cases  shows  were 

(Continued    on    Page    6) 


Producer's   Complaint  Claims 

Plan  to  Drive  Him  Out 

of  Business 

In  a  154-page  complaint  filed  yes- 
terday in  the  Federal  Court,  Samuel 
Goldwyn  and  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc., 
named  United  Artists  Corp.,  Lon- 
don Film  Productions,  Ltd.,  and 
Alexander  Korda  as  defendants  and 
asked  the  Court  to  adjudicate  that 
Goldwyn's  distribution  contract  had 
been  legally  cancelled.  The  com- 
plaint, in  addition,  asked  for  an  in- 
junction against  United  Artists  and 
its  employes  to  restrain  them  from 
interfering  with  the  plaintiffs  and 
with  any  company  which  the  plain- 
tiffs may  deal  with  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  Goldwyn's  films  for  the  per- 
iod up  to  Dec.  2,  1945,  the  normal 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

WACHSBERG'R-BRANDT 

PLANNING  TO  PRODUCE 


Plans  for  the  organization  of  a 
new  producing  company  in  Holly- 
wood, to  be  affiliated  with  Film  Al- 
liance of  the  U.  S.,  were  announced 
yesterday  by  Nat  Wachsberger,  ex- 
ecutive vice-president  of  Film  Al- 
liance, and  Harry  Brandt,  who  is 
an  executive  of  the  company.  Wachs- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Columbia  Denies  Plans 

to   Produce  in   New  York 

Rumors  that  Columbia  would  pro- 
duce pictures  in  the  East  were  em- 
phatically denied  in  a  statement  is- 
sued by  the  company  yesterday.  The 
statement  emphasized  the  fact  that 

(Continued   on    Page    6) 

Wallis  Arriving  Monday 

for  "Ehrlich"  Premiere 


Hal  Wallis,  Warners'  executive 
producer,  arrives  in  New  York  on 
Monday  to  attend  the  New  York 
premiere    of    "Dr.    Ehrlich's    Magic 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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83/4 

57  Vs  1 
36% 
083/g  1 
73/8 


83/4         83/4       

563/4  1563/4  _     3/4 

361/4  36l/4  —     1/4 

083/g  1 083/g   +     l/4 

7'/8  71/4  +     1/4 


9l/8 

13/8 
11% 
241/2 


9  91/g    +      l/4 

103,4  11%    +       % 

13/g         13/g       

11%  H%    —      % 

241/4  241/4   —      I/4 

88  88—3 

3%       3%      


BOND   MARKET 


Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101i/2  101Vi  101 1/2 

RKO   6s41    641/z     641/z     64 Vi 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1%       1%       1% 

Technicolor 15 1/2     15y2     15l/2 


Viana  Olson  Rites  Held 

Chicago — Viana  Olson,  of  the  B  & 
K  accounting  department,  is  dead. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from 
Grace  Church,  with  burial  at  Irving 
Park  Cemetery. 

Yockey  Funeral  Held 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  John  Yockey,  89, 
former  exhib. 
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Columbia  Puts  Up  Awards 
for  12- Week  Billing  Drive 

In  connection  with  its  "Montague 
15th  Anniversary  Campaign,"  sales 
and  billing  drive,  Columbia  has  set 
up  a  series  of  national  awards,  based 
on  billings.  These  prizes  will  go 
to  the  manager,  salesman,  office 
manager  and  bookers  of  the  first  12 
branches  to  show  the  greatest  im- 
provement in  billings  at  the  end  of 
the  drive,  which  commences  tomor- 
row and  concludes  on  May  10. 

In  addition  to  the  national  awards 
there  will  be  special  territorial 
awards  to  branch  managers  of  the 
leading  branch  in  each  division. 
Further,  there  will  be  personal 
awards  to  bookers  of  the  six  lead- 
ing branches  which  show  greatest 
billing  records  on  shorts  and  serials. 


Appeals  to  All  Theaters 

to  Aid   Finnish  Campaign 

An  appeal  to  all  theater  owners 
who  have  not  been  contacted  by  the 
motion  picture  division  of  the  Fin- 
nish Relief  Fund  to  join  in  the  lobby 
collections  drive  tomorrow  and  Sun- 
day was  voiced  yesterday  by  Maj. 
L.  E.  Thompson,  division  chairman. 
Major  Thompson  suggested  that  the 
theaters  transmit  moneys  collected 
to  Raymond  Sawtelle,  Fund  treas- 
urer, at  the  New  York  headquarters. 

More  than  400  prints  of  "Finland 
Fights,"  drive  short,  will  be  shown 
in  theaters  this  week-end;  an  addi- 
tional 400  prints  will  be  available 
next  week. 


Court  Views  Warner  Pix 

In  Plagiarism  Suit  Trial 

Federal  Judge  Clarence  G.  Gal- 
ston  yesterday  saw  Warners  "The 
Son  Of  A  Sailor"  at  the  start  of  a 
trial  for  plagiarism  brought  by  Ed- 
ward A.  Lynch  against  Warners, 
First  National  Pictures,  and  Joe 
E.  Brown.  Plaintiff  asks  $100,000 
damages,  claiming  his  book,  "When 
Homer  Comes  Marching  Home,"  is 
plagiarized  by  the  Warner  produc- 
tion which  starred  Brown. 


RKO-Albee,  Providence, 

Signs  Local  B-129  Pact 

Providence — RKO-Albee  has  an- 
nounced signing  of  contracts  with 
Theatrical  Employes  Local  B-129, 
IATSE  affiliate  giving  pay  increases 
to  all  front-of-house  employes.  Con- 
tract runs  to  Nov.  1,  1941.  Albee  is 
second  first-run  house  in  city  to  agree 
to  union's  terms;  Loew's  State  hav- 
ing recently  signed  similar  union 
contract. 


Chi. 


Better  Films  Council 
Will  Discuss  Neely  Bill 


Chicago  —  Chicago  Better  Films 
Council  will  discuss  the  Neely  Bill, 
pro  and  con,  at  its  meeting  next 
Wednesday. 

Warner  managers  in  this  zone  are 
reported  sounding  out  patrons  on  the 
Neely  measure, 
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Eden  Theater  Co.  Would  Sue 
St.  Louis  Union's  Receivers 


St.  Louis— The  Eden  Theater  Co., 
operator  of  the  Fox  Theater,  a  5,- 
000-seat  de  luxer,  has  filed  a  peti- 
tion in  the  Circuit  Court  asking  per- 
mission to  bring  a  suit  for  $75,000 
damages  against  James  A.  McKeown 
and  William  Brandt,  secretary  of  the 
Central  Trades  and  Labor  Union,  as 
co-receivers  for  Local  143,  opera- 
tors. 

The  petition  avers  that  the  com- 
pany has  suffered  $75,000  damages 
through  lost  business,  profits  and 
good-will  because  of  the  union's 
picketing  and  boycotting  of  the  Fox. 

The  Eden  Theater  Company  has 
a  contract  with  the  Fanchon  &  Marco 
Service  Corp.  to  manage  the  house. 

Fanchon  &  Marco  recently  filed 
a  $200,000  damage  suit  against  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  union 
alleging  loss  of  business  due  to  the 
picketing  of  their  theaters. 

Berkson,  Mills  Set  First 

for  State  Right  Market 

J.  S.  Berkson  and  B.  H.  Mills, 
former  Republic  franchise  holders 
in  Albany,  Buffalo  and  Detroit  who 
recently  formed  Screencraft  Pictures, 
Inc.,  to  distribute  through  the  state 
right  market,  have  "War  Angels" 
adapted  from  "The  Mad  Parade",  a 
series  of  six  Tim  McCoy  Westerns 
and  a  series  of  six  Thrill-O-Dramas 
ready. 

Screencraft  closed  with  Pam-O- 
Pictures  in  upper  New  York,  and 
with  Max  Shulgold  of  Fine  Arts 
Producing  &  Distributing  Corp.  a 
new  exchange  in  Pittsburgh.  Shul- 
gold was  former  GN  exchange  man- 
ager in  that  territory. 

Berkson  is  now  on  a  trip  cover- 
ing the  Eastern  and  Midwest  terri- 
tories. 


Outcome  of  SWG's  Neely 
Vote  Waits  Till  Next  Week 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Although  6  p.m.  to- 
day is  the  closing  time  for  receipt 
of  vote  from  the  Screen  Writers' 
Guild  members  on  the  Neely  Bill,  re- 
sults will  likely  not  be  made  public 
until  Monday  or  Tuesday  after  the 
Guild's  board  of  directors  has  been 
notified  of  the  outcome. 

It  is  believed  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  members  voted  against 
the  censorship  clause  which  would 
require  producers  to  submit  synopses 
of  stories  to  exhibitors  in  advance  of 
production. 


Broadway 


comma  add  come 


HAL  B.  WALLIS  arrives  here  Monday  from 
the   Coast. 

JOSEPH  HUMMEL,  Warner  foreign  executive 
returns  here  March  1  after  an  extensive  South 
American    and    West    Indies   survey    tourrTi 

JOHN  BALABAN  has  returned  to  Chica^f 
Rochester   where    he   was   hospitalized. 

SAM  KATZ  has  returned  to  Hollywood  after 
a   visit   in   Chicago. 

NAT  WACHSBERGER,  vice-president  of  Film 
Alliance  of  the  U.  C,  leaves  today  by  Clipper 
for   Europe. 

MONTY  BANKS  and  CRACIE  FIELDS  arrived 
here   yesterday   on    the    Rex. 

COL.  MAX  STUART  returns  today  from  a 
five-week   vacation    in   Florida. 

SI   SEADLER   returns   to   his   desk    Monday. 

ARMAND  DENIS  and  LELA  ROOSEVELT,  pro 
ducers  of  "Dark  Rapture,"  have  returned  to 
this  country  from  an  Asiatic  expedition  with 
footage  for  a  new  travel  feature. 

JOSEPH  BASSON,  president  of  Local  306 
projectionists  union,  returns  to  New  York  thi; 
week-end  from  the  AFL  and  IATSE  meetings  in 
Miami. 

RICHARD  WALSH,  LOUIS  KROUSE  and  J.  J. 
BRENNAN,  IA  officers,  returned  to  New  York 
yesterday    from    Miami. 

FLORA  ROBSON  left  Los  Angeles  last  night 
for   New  York. 

AARON  JONES,  JR.  of  Jones,  Linick  G 
Schaefer,  Chicago  circuit,  is  joining  his  fathe 
in    Florida. 

BERNIE  KLEID  of  National  Theater  Supply  Co 
leaves    New    York    today    for    Florida. 


Isaac  With  Loew's  24  Years 

Lester  B.  Isaac,  director  of  pro 
jection  for  Loew's  Theaters,  cele 
brates  today  his  24th  anniversary 
in  association  with  the  Loew  inter- 
ests, which  he  joined  on  Feb.  16 
1916,  in  the  role  of  chief  projec 
tionist  for  Loew's  Columbia  Theatei 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  On  July  18 
Isaac  was  appointed  projection  di- 
rector for  the  circuit  nationally. 


American  Seating  Parley 

Chicago — American  Seating  Co.  ii 
holding  a  sales  staff  meeting  at  the 
Palmer  House. 
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GIVE  ME 


Pick  up  your  phone 
and  express  the 
preference  of  dis- 
criminating advertis- 
ers who  appreciate 
fine  craftsmanship. 


PHOTO  ENGRAVING  CORP. 

250  WEST  54th  STREET,  NEW  YORK 

Telephone COIumbuj  5-6741 


THE  PUBLIC 


Q 


IS  BEING  TAUGHT  TO  DEMAND 


MORE  LIGHT  is  the  slogan  of  the  day.  From  news- 
papers and  magazines,  the  lecture  platform  and  the 
school,  the  public  is  being  taught  the  sight  saving  value 
of  plenty  of  light. 

Put  your  theater  in  step  with  this  upward  trend  in 

light  intensity.   It  has  popular  appeal.   People  like  to 

enter  a  theater  in  which  they  can  see  their  way  to  their 

seats.  And  they  can  do  just  that  in  the  many  theaters 

Write  for  a  free  copy  of  the  booklet,  ''The 


that  are  now  equipped  with  high  intensity  projection. 
Think  this  over  if  you  still  have  low  intensity  pro- 
jection. Those  first  minutes  of  blindness  result  from  the 
low  level  of  general  illumination  necessitated  by  lack  of 
light  on  the  screen.  Don't  let  poor  lighting  drive  your 
patrons  to  other  theaters.  Install  Simplified  High 
Intensity  projection  and  attract  that  growing  body  of 
theater-goers  who  appreciate  plenty  of  light. 
Eternal  Triangle  in  Picture  Projection." 


SIMPLIFIED 
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PROJECTION 
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INTERNATIONAL  SEATS 
FINDING  WIDE  DEMAND 


Brisk  demand  on  the  part  of  new 
film  theaters  and  houses  undergoing 
remodeling  operations  for  chairs 
manufactured  by  International  Seat 
Corp.,  of  Union  City,  Ind.,  is  continu- 
ing, with  orders'  sources  represent- 
ing motion  picture  outlets  in  every 
section  of  the  U.  S.,  it  is  reported 
currently  from  channels  close  to  the 
company. 

Circuit  and  indie  exhibitor  favor, 
and  that  of  many  prominent  theater 
architects,  for  International's  seats 
has  gained  further  impetus  as  a  re- 
sult of  numerous  advances  effected 
by  the  company's  engineers  and  de- 
signers during  the  past  12  months. 

Among  these  advances  is  seat  cush. 
ion  spring  construction  improvement, 
by  using  20  coils  of  springs  instead 
of  12.  This  made  it  possible  to  use 
a  lighter  gauge  wire,  due  to  the  fact 
of  using  so  many  more  coils. 

Discussing  refinements,  C.  C. 
Koontz,  president  of  International 
Seat  Corp.,  declares:  "We  have  de- 
veloped an  automatic  up-lift  using 
two  springs  instead  of  one.  One 
spring  raises  the  cushion  automatic- 
ally, and  the  other  brings  it  back  to 
any  given  point  that  is  desired,  there- 
by making  a  positive  point  at  which 


C.  ROSS 

for 

MOTION    PICTURE 

LIGHTING  EQUIPMENT 

RENTALS: 

A  full  line  of  modern  equipment  to- 
gether with  a  staff  of  trained  men  to 
handle  any  job  large  or  small  any  time, 
anywhere.  Cenerator  trucks,  searchlights 
and  floodlights,  for  premieres  and  gen- 
eral   lighting   activities. 

SALES: 

Everything  in  the  line  of  equipment 
for  motion  picture  and  photographic 
studios. 

SERVICE: 

We  are  prepared  to  offer  the  finest 
service,  equipment  and  technical  advice 
obtainable  in  the  East.  Your  require- 
ments taken  care  of  to  the  last  minute 
detail. 

As  Sole  Eastern  Distributors,  u>e 
carry  the  full  and  complete  line 
of  equipment  manufactured  6y:— 

MOLE-RICHARDSON   CO. 

Hollywood,    California 
Incomparable  Lighting  Equipment 

Estimates   Cheerfully  Given 

Let  Vs  Enlighten  You   On   Your 
Lighting    Problems 

CHARLES  ROSS,  INC. 

244-50   WEST   49th    ST.,    N.    Y.    C. 
Telephones:  Circle  6-5470-1-2 


iVew  Plastic 

Tennessee  Eastman  Corp.,  subsidiary  of 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  is  introducing  a  new 
plastic  which  it  believes  will  eventually 
take  the  place  of  cellulose  acetate,  in  a 
new  use  for  plastics  employing  new 
technique.  The  material  is  called  cellu- 
lose acetate  butyrate  and  is  superior  to 
the  older  acetate  form  in  resistance  to 
water,   heat  and  sunlight. 


Westinghouse  Employes 
To  Get  10%  Pay  Advance 

Pittsburgh  —  Westinghouse  em- 
ployes to  the  number  of  about  49,500 
will  have  their  salaries  and  wages 
adjusted  upward  10  per  cent  from 
base  rates  in  February  in  accordance 
with  the  wage  and  salary  plan  under 
which  the  amount  of  compensation 
is  established  each  month  in  propor- 
tion to  the  average  earnings  in  the 
preceding  three  months. 

Net  profit  for  the  three  months 
ended  Jan.  31,  1940,  was  $4,379,450 
against  $2,064,558  in  like  period  a 
year  ago. 


the  cushion  can  be  stopped,  and  this 
point  can  be  at  any  position  desired 
by  the  exhibitor. 

"One  of  the  big  factors  in  improve- 
ment is  the  harmony  of  colors  which 
has  gradually  taken  place  in  the  last 
few  years,  but  more  emphatically  in 
the  past  year,  enabling  the  exhibitor 
to  purchase  paint  color  of  one  kind, 
back  upholstery  of  another,  and, 
if  it  is  a  welted  back,  he  can  have  a 
color  welt  of  still  another  color,  and 
the  top  of  the  seat  cushion  whatever 
mohair  he  might  desire.  The  ends 
also  can  be  decorated  to  give  a  more 
pleasing  atmosphere  in  the  theater. 

"In  times  past,  nearly  all  theater 
chairs  were  equipped  with  arms 
which  were  stained  walnut  or  ma- 
hogany, or  painted.  We  started  using 
the  natural-finish  arms,  which  not 
only  give  better  service  and  satis- 
faction, but  help  to  show  vacant 
seats." 


Formica  Wins  Popularity 

In  Film  Theater  Field 


Growing  vogue  among  theater 
architects  for  houses  whose  design 
keynote  is  that  of  simplicity,  which 
factor  makes  for  permanency  and 
architecturally,  insures  any  house 
against  being  outmoded,  has  brought 
into  rapid  popularity  the  use  of 
Formica  as  a  surface  and  paneling 
medium. 

Manufactured  by  the  Formica  In- 
sulation Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  the  ma- 
terial is  excellently  suited  for  doors 
and  lobby  paneling,  according  to 
authoritative  architects.  Striking 
color  combinations  and  smooth  mod- 
ern surfaces  provided  by  such  doors 
and  paneling  produce  an  unusually 
attractive  effect,  which  invites  pat- 
ronage and  has  decided  advantages, 
among  them  the  fact  that,  once  up, 
Formica  maintains  its  original  ap- 
pearance for  many  years  without 
change  in  color,  and,  further,  that 
there  are  no  maintenance  costs. 


Concrete  Institute  Will 

Hold  Chicago  Convention 

Chicago — The  36th  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Concrete  In- 
stitute will  be  held  at  the  Palmer 
House,  Feb.  27-29.  Scheduled  talks 
will  interest  the  theater  builder. 


900-Seater  for  Toledo 

Toledo,  O.  —  A  new  building  to 
house  stores  and  a  900-seat  film  the- 
ater will  be  built  at  209  Superior 
Ave.  The  general  contract  has  been 
awarded  to  the  GC  Compte  Construc- 
tion Co. 


Para.  Contract  to  RCA 

New  RCA  Photophone  sound  and 
projection  equipment  is  being  in- 
stalled in  Paramount's  screening 
room  at  Washington,  under  a  con- 
tract closed  by  Paramount's  New 
York  office. 
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FLAG  AND  VALANCE  COMPANY 

71  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


646  N.. Michigan  Ave. 
Chicago,    Illinois 


8954  Gibson  Street 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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WE  Device  f 

By,  \\ 
Microphone  Specie  l< 

TALKING   motion   pictures 
new  all-purpose  cardioid     H 
which  at  the  turn  of  a  switel 
of  any  studio  and   thus  give  k 
effects  of  acoustic  conditions  p 
speech  and  music. 

Where  acoustic  treatment  i 
properly,  the  multimike,  whi 
phone  Laboratories  and  its  a 
will  reduce  the  "boominess" 
also  cut  down  excess  reverb 
will  be  realized  most  fully,  . 
concerned,    when  recording  ' 

THE  new  multimike  gives 
six  distinct  instruments  irl 
picked  up  with  equal  sensi 
directions,  front  and  back;  o 
these  standard  characteristic) 
"cardioid  directional."  Whc 
diminishes  from  front  to  ba 
exists  directly  behind  the  ins 
In  addition  to  these  three i 
be  switched  for  any  of  three  | 
remarkable  feature  enables 
successfully  in  reverberant  in 
sound  ordinarily  depreciates  i 
out  the  desired  sound.  In  the 
diagram  of  the  instrument's 
instead  of  one.  These  areas 
mike.  A  rotary  selector  swe 
hands  of  a  clock  advancing 
in  other  words,  one  hand 
clockwise. 

BY  aiming  the  dead  areas  i 
originate,  or,  in  the  case 
and  other  principal  feedbacl 
suppressed.  The  dead  areas 
well  as  horizontal,  and  if  th 
made  visible  they  would  ap{ 
cone  of  insensitivity  which 
the  instrument. 


Alpine  Circuit  Plans 

South  Charleston  House 


S.  Charleston,  W.  Va.— The  Alpine 
Circuit  has  completed  plans  for  a 
new  600-seat  theater,  set  for  April 
15  opening.  W.  B.  Uhrling,  con 
nected  with  Alpine  Circuit,  is  erect- 
ing a  400-seat  house  at  Wayne 
W.  Va.,  which  will  open  the  same 
date. 


Installs  Walker  Screen 

Hope,  Ark. — The  Saenger  Theater 
has  installed  a  new  Walker  white 
screen. 
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llrflMIKE"   ■ 

c  Pix  Studios 

AY 

i'v.  Electric  Company 

!  decided  benefits  through  the 
i  I  known  as  the  "multimike," — 
t6f  to  the  reverberation  pattern 
itjtiineers  wide  control  over  the 
fliiiy  of  naturalness  of  reproduced 


it  io  fails  to  absorb  bass  tones 
been  developed  by  Bell  Tele- 
ced  by  Western  Electric  Co., 
ing  musical  numbers.  It  will 
inherent  versatility,  however, 
film  industry  applications  are 
ration. 

;  engineers  the  equivalent  of 
\  unit.  With  it  sound  may  be 
ill  directions;  from  but  two 
ont  only.  Engineers  designate 
fictional,"  "bi-directional,"  and 
as  a  cardioid,  the  sensitivity 
single  wide  zone  of  deadness 

terns,  the  new  multimike  can 
yper-cardioid"  operation.  This 
pick  up  wanted-sound  more 
e  the  hollow  ring  of  reflected 
nd  where  echoes  tend  to  blot 
tic!  positions  a  two  dimensional 

s^ihows  two  areas  of  deadness 
,\y  from  the  rear  of  the  multi- 

^trward,  in  three  steps  like  the 
directions  from  6  toward  12; 
vise   and    the    other    counter- 


sources, — points  where  echoes 
dress  uses,  at  the  loudspeaker 
:desired  sounds  are  effectively 
pear  in  all  planes,  vertical  as 
id  pattern  of  the  mike  could  be 
ljt;e  and  form  a  sort  of  hollow 
I  out  into  space  from   behind 


W  &W  Still  Expanding 

Detroit — Plans  for  still  another  new 
house  for  Wisper  &  Wetsman  Circuit 
have  just  been  disclosed.  Newest  addi- 
tion is  the  Royal,  to  be  in  the  north- 
west territory  at  Seven  Mile  and  Meyers 
Roads.  House  is  to  seat  2,500,  with  con- 
struction to  start  at  once.  Charles  N. 
Agree  is  the  architect. 


Unique  Organ,  Ork  Lifts 

in  Augusta,  Ga.,  House 

Augusta,  Ga.  —  Architects,  engi- 
neers and  prominent  film  and  theater 
people  from  many  sections  of  the 
U.  S.,  are  being  attracted  to  this 
city  by  the  advanced  architectural  and 
entertainment  features  incorporated 
in  the  new  local  Miller  Theater. 

Among  the  house's  unusual  as- 
pects are  the  unique  lifts  for  the 
orchestra  and  the  Hammond  electri- 
cal pipeless  organ,  each  of  which  is 
a  separate  unit.  Reverberation  cham- 
bers have  been  provided  for  four 
tone  cabinets  for  the  organ  which 
are  to  be  installed  in  four  separate 
locations  in  the  proscenium  arch. 

To  assure  the  best  possible  acous- 
tical set-up,  the  Hammond  Rever- 
beration Control  device  has  been 
added  to  the  organ  console,  thus  pro- 
viding for  more  effective  acoustics. 


Stephens-Gray  to  Build 

$75,000  Newman  House 

Newman,  Cal. — A  new  650-seater, 
$75,000  theater  will  be  constructed 
here  by  James  Stephens  and  Charles 
Gray,  owners  and  operators  of  the- 
aters in  Gustine  and  Newman.  It 
will  be  named  the  West  Side  Theater. 


Five  Altec  Installations 

Detroit — Altec  Service  Corp.  has 
installed  Simplex  Four  Star  WE 
sound  in  Circle  Theater,  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  and  the  Kaufman  Theater,  Mont- 
pelier,  O.,  Mills  Theater,  Moorehead, 
Ky.;  Harrod  Theater,  Harrodsburg, 
Ky.;  Cairo  Theater,  Cairo,  W.  Va.; 
Manager  Fred  C.  Dickely  reports. 
All  installations  were  sold  through 
National  Theater  Supply  Co. 


SefaucUt4p 

the  Motion  Picture  Industry  with 
STILLS,  SLIDES,  AD  PHOTOS  AND  COPIES 


MASTER  PHOTOGRAPHERS,  INC. 

Samuel  Stern,   Pres. 
443-445  West  41st  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  BR.  9-0690 


First  Kroehler  Push-Back 

Seats  in  Detroit  Area 


Detroit — The  Adams  Theater,  Bal- 
aban-operated  first-run  house,  has 
been  equipped  with  the  first  installa- 
tion of  Kroehler  Push-Back  seats  in 
this  territory.  House  has  been  par- 
tially remodeled,  including  new  floor- 
ing in  both  mezzanine  and  balcony, 
to  accommodate  the  new  seats. 

New  carpeting  was  installed  by 
Universal  Carpeting  Co.,  and  the 
house  completely  redecorated  with 
all  designs  supervised  by  Architects 
Pereira  &  Pereira  of  Chicago  and 
Elmer  Kiehler. 


Filmack  Trailer  Expands 

Chicago — The  Filmack  Trailer  Co. 
is  expanding  its  quarters.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  studios,  laboratories,  and 
offices  located  on  two  floors  at  843 
S.  Wabash  Ave.,  the  company  has 
taken  a  long  lease  on  an  additional 
floor  of  office  space  adjoining  its 
present  building  to  house  the  print- 
ing plant  and  new  laboratory  equip- 
ment. 

Organize  Seating  Co. 

Chicago— H.  Brody,  H.  M.  LeVine 
and  E.  Fox  have  organized  the  Brody 
Seating  Co.  with  offices  at  100  N.  La- 
Salle  St. 


6IGEL0W  CARPET  GOES 
INTO  MANY  THEATERS 


Large  yardage  sales  of  Bigelow 
carpet  for  use  in  film  theaters  is 
continuing,  actuated  to  a  consider- 
able extent  by  the  Bigelow  Carpet 
Counsel  whose  function  it  is  to  give 
expert  advice  to  architects  and  op- 
erators of  motion  picture  houses  as 
to  the  right  grades  and  colors  for  all 
spaces  in  the  modern  theater. 

The  new  Avon  theater  in  Stamford, 
Conn.,  is  Bigelow-carpeted  through- 
out. 

Avon's  powder  room  features  Big- 
elow Crescendo,  a  very  deep  piled 
carpet,  in  old  rose.  Bigelow's  Var- 
sity Lokweave  in  beige  is  used  on 
the  theater's  stairs,  while  company's 
Gropoint  Lokweave  in  cedar  is  ex- 
ceptionally effective  in  the  Lounge. 

Among  recent  and  notable  instal- 
lations of  Bigelow  carpet  are  those 
in  the  Newsreel  Theater,  and  the 
State  Lake,  Chicago;  Capitol,  Rome, 
N.  Y.;  Fairfax,  Oakland,  Calif.; 
De  Anza,  Riverside,  Calif.;  Bleakers, 
Wildwood,  N.  J.;  and  the  Palomar 
and  the  Blue  Mouse  Theaters,  Seat- 
tle. 


"BROADWAY  MELODY" 


Every  Alexander  Smith  Carpet  is 
designed  to  achieve  a  pleasing  har- 
mony of  color  and  line  .  .  .  one 
reason  why  you  find  these  famous 
floor  coverings  in  most  of  the  coun- 
try's successful  theatres. 


ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPET 
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STORM  IN  EAST  GUTS 
BIZ  50  TO  60  P.G. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

able  to  operate  only  by  bicycling 
prints  between  theaters. 

Reports  from  exchange  centers 
last  night  follow: 

BOSTON — New  England  film  in- 
dustries were  crippled  yesterday  as 
aftermath  of  the  blizzard  in  which 
14  inches  of  snow  fell  officially  in 
Boston.  Drifts,  sometimes  15  feet 
high,  tied  up  film  delivery  trucks  as 
well  as  private  cars.  Many  theaters 
closed  Wednesday  night  and  yester- 
day. Others  opened  late  yesterday 
as  employes  straggled  in. 

Downtown  Boston  houses  remained 
open  in  some  instances  Wednesday 
night  to  accommodate  thousands 
stranded  in  the  city.  Many  out  of 
town  theaters  which  tried  to  do  busi- 
ness Wednesday  night  called  off 
shows  when  three,  four,  or  five,  pa- 
trons made  up  the  entire  audiences. 

Several  thousands  Sonja  Henie 
fans  who  attended  ice  carnival  at 
Boston  Gardens  Wednesday  evening 
were  obliged  to  remain  over  night. 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  audience  at 
Loew's  State,  Providence,  bunked  in 
the  theater. 

It  was  impossible  to  make  film  de- 
liveries with  any  regularity  yester- 
day. Film  row  was  jammed  yester- 
day with  automobiles  hemmed  in  by 
drifts.  Only  skeleton  crews  were  at 
work  in  some  exchanges,  while  other 
exchanges  closed.  Major  activities 
on  Film  Row  were  done  by  tele- 
phone. 

Fires  are  feared  throughout  the 
territory.  Some  fire  departments 
have  seized  horses  from  milk  wagons 
for  emergency  use.  Railroads  are 
still  following  no  schedules.  It  was 
reported  that  no  planes  will  be  able 
to  leave  or  land  at  local  airports  be- 
fore next  week.  Boston  streets,  ex- 
cept for  a  few  main  arteries,  were 
still  impassable  last  night.  Suburbs 
are  worse  off.  Enforced  holdovers 
rule  in  many  New  England  theaters 
at  the  present  time. 

BUFFALO  —  Truckers,  battling 
eight-foot  drifts,  reached  their  des- 
tinations after  many  hours  of  de- 
lay.    Luckily,  most  of  the  theaters 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

FEBRUARY   16 
Chester  Morris  William   LeBaron 

Leah  Ray  H.    R.    Kassman 

Dolores   Starr 

FEBRUARY  17 

Mary   Bryan  Sol  Lesser 

Milton  Krasner  Wayne   Morris 

FEBRUARY   18 
Edward  Arnold  Adolphe   Menjou 

Russell    Hopton  Maury   Ascher 


ALONG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  A4.  DALY; 


•  •      •     UP   at   the   Rivoli our   Metropolitan   pix   imbibers    con- 
tinue to  revel  in  that  excellent  current  vintage labeled  "The  Grapes 

of  Wrath" for  they  find  it  stimulating,  "heady"  entertainment 

Pretty  soon  now  the  distribution  set-up  of  20th-Fox will  ship  their 

select   vintage fo   retail    outlets Already    the    solons    of    20th- 

Fox  have  arranged  some   120   pre-release   dates  for   "Grapes" in- 
cluding the  film's  Coast  premiere  at  L.A.'s  Four  Star  Theater  on  Feb.  27 

while  the  following  day  will  see  the   attraction  opening  for  John 

Q.  Public at  the  Four  Star,  Loew's  State,  and  Grauman's  Chinese 

absolutely  simultaneously 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     WHILE  Mr.  Exhib.  at  large  has  been  eyeing  with  keen 

interest the  hubbub  "Grapes"  has  raised  on  Old  Broadway 

a  lot  of  the  gents  use  N.  Y.   audience  reaction  as  only   a 

partial    yardstick of    a    film's    true    strength Therefore 

they're  awaiting  with  keen  interest for  additional  harbingers 

in  the  form  of  what  the  opus  will  do  at  box-offices  in  other 

U.  S.  communities 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     CHINNING  'bout  pix  problems  o'er  a  local  tablecloth  yes'day 

some  right  well-versed  members  of  the  celluloid  clan  avered  that 

as  a  consequence  of  producers  leaning  toward  fewer  and  better 

fofoplays plus   the  consideration   that  there   are   sure   to  be   many 

less  foreign  pix  invading  the  U.  S 1940  returns  will  probably  show 

a  dip  in  releases That  will  echo  to   the   advantage   of  the  indie 

gents Phil  M.  contends,  along  this  same  tack,  that  Franklyn  (Fine 

Arts  Pictures)  Warner  has  chosen  a  strategic  time to  step  into  the 

production   situation for   indications   point    to    exhibs.    needin'    more 

product 


in  this  area  did  not  change  their 
programs  until  yesterday,  thereby 
avoiding  delays  in  getting  pictures 
for  the  new  show.  One  theater,  the 
Cameo  in  Syracuse,  remained  closed 
Tuesday  because  of  weather  condi- 
tions. Others  that  remained  open 
reported  business  as  being  60  per 
cent  below  normal. 

Only  one  truck  failed  to  reach  its 
destination,  the  driver  reported  to 
be  somewhere  in  Tompkins  County, 
trying  to  reach  Ithaca. 

PITTSBURGH— A  34-hour  snow 
storm  demoralized  business  in  this 
territory.  Many  theaters  were  dark 
because  of  delayed  shipments,  as  film 
trucks  were  three  to  eight  hours 
late.  Theater  attendance  was  re- 
ported as  being  the  worst  since  the 
1936  floods.  For  the  first  time  since 
its  opening,  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
at  the  Warner  did  not  play  to  capa- 
city Wednesday.  The  theater  was 
only  half  filled  at  the  matinee  and 
several  hundred  reservations  were 
cancelled  for  the  night  show. 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Practically 
every  local  theater  had  film  yes- 
terday, although  reports  from  the 
territory  were  not  so  encouraging. 
Blocked  roads  forced  many  theaters 
to  continue  with  the  pictures  they 
had  on  hand.  Only  bright  spot  was 
in  Reading  where  "Swiss  Family 
Robinson"  had  one  of  its  best  Wed- 
nesday openings  in  months  despite 
the  storm. 


Government  Experts  Will 
Comb  Equity  Suit  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

must  be  answered  tomorrow,  25 
through  39  by  Feb.  24,  and  40 
through  59  by  March  1.  Answers 
which  are  deemed  confidential,  ac- 
cording to  the  stipulation,  need  not 
be  filed  on  these  dates. 

The  Government,  it  is  reliably  un- 
derstood, has  granted  this  extension 
as  an  indication  that  it  is  not  tak- 
ing an  arbitrary  stand  on  prelim- 
inaries before  trial.  It  was  learned 
that  the  Government  has  lined  up 
a  staff  of  statistical  experts  who  are 
set  to  scrutinize  these  answers  care- 
fully. The  answers,  therefore,  will 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  Wash- 
ington for  their  examination.  The 
D  of  J  has  until  March  1  to  file  its 
answers.  Columbia  is  the  only  ma- 
jor not  included  in  this  stipulation 
since  it  and  the  government  has 
cross  motioned  to  strike  out  inter- 
rogatories. 


ALBANY  —  Business  in  Albany, 
Troy,  Schenectady  and  surrounding 
towns  was  off  50  per  cent  because 
of  the  snow  storm,  but  oddly,  the 
Northern  part  of  the  state  was  al- 
most untouched.  Film  truckers  were 
getting  through,  but  Massachusetts 
roads  were  said  to  be  impassable. 


COAST  WAGE  CONFAB 
ADJOURNS  TILL  TODAY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ducers'  request  that  the  unions  term- 
inate the  10  per  cent  wage  incFi?se. 

The  producers'  committee  n^>ed 
by  Y.  Frank  Freeman  and  consisting 
of  Edward  J.  Mannix,  B.  B.  Kahane, 
Walter  Wanger,  Fred  Pelton,  Pat 
Casey,  M.  B.  Silverberg  and  Joseph 
M.  Schenck  had  assembled  earnings 
statements,  cost  figures,  box  office 
records  and  other  data  to  support 
their  view  that  continuation  of  the 
pay  increase  was  not  warranted.  It 
is  known  that  the  producers  are 
contending  that  they  are  paying 
higher  wages  than  any  other  indus- 
try and  that  because  .of  loss  in  for- 
eign markets  and  the  embargo  on  the 
removal  of  money  from  many  for- 
eign countries,  economy  must  be  en- 
forced. 

Labor  leaders  have  declared  that 
increases  in  domestic  grosses  should 
more  than  offset  any  foreign  losses. 
The  unions  were  represented  by  Wil- 
liam BiofF,  J.  W.  Buzzell,  secretary 
of  the  Central  Labor  Council,  A.  H. 
Petterson  and  Walter  Redmond. 
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Motion  Picture  Industry 

Due  for  Probe  by  Dies 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ties  upon  his  return  to  the  Capitol 
from  Texas. 

First  move  of  the  committee  now 
will  be  to  start  an  inquiry  into  sub- 
versive influences  in  the  movie  in- 
dustry, Dies  declared.  "We  are 
determined  to  expose  Hollywood," 
he  asserted. 

Motion  picture  producers  have 
"one  of  the  best  organized  cam- 
paigns against  the  committee"  in 
existence,  Dies  told  newspaper  men. 
Charging  the  industry  with  hiring 
"the  highest  priced  publicity  ser- 
vice in  the  world,"  he  declared  they 
would  use  this  to  "turn  heaven 
and  earth  in  an  attempt  to  stop  an 
investigation  by  the  committee." 

"They  have  a  lot  of  political  in- 
fluence," he  said.  "I  think  they  are 
going  to  start  one  of  the  darndest 
campaigns  of  ridicule  you  ever  saw." 
Belief  that  Hollywood  will  make  a 
film  attacking  his  committee  was 
expressed   by  Dies. 


Columbia  Denies  Plans 

to  Produce  in   New  York 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  company  had  no  intention  or 
plans  at  this  time  to  engage  in  pro- 
duction in  New  York. 



Mike  Wilkes  Dead 

Mike  Wilkes,  Canadian  exploita- 
tion representative  for  United  Ar- 
tists since  1932,  died  Wednesday 
night  of  a  heart  attack  and  will  be 
buried  today  in  Buffalo.  Wilkes  was 
55  years  old  and  was  one  of  the 
famed  old-time  theatrical  advance 
men  of  Canada. 
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FOUR  U.  S.  DISTRIBS.     Goldwyn  Charges  UA  C 


SAID  IN  ITALIAN  DEAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  board  of  a  new  motion  picture 
company  headed  by  Vittorio  Musso- 
lin1'  '  •  Rome.  He  said  the  new  com- 
pai— -known  as  ACI,  would  produce 
four  or  five  pictures  this  year  in 
English  and  French  dialogue.  The 
first  picture  will  get  under  way  in 
Rome  on  May  15.  He  said  the  com- 
pany also  would  build  several  new 
theaters  in  Italy.  The  new  organiza- 
tion, Banks  added,  was  capitalized 
for  $3,000,000  and  was  financed  by 
private  sources. 

Banks  leaves  today  for  the  Coast 
to  discuss  the  remainder  of  the 
British  program  with  Darryl  F.  Za- 
nuck.  He  said  that  he  also  would 
negotiate  for  the  distribution  of  sev- 
eral American  pictures  in  Italy. 


Stock  Transfer  Defended 

by  Grand  National  Heads 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  the  transfer  of  1,100,000  shares 
of  GN  stock  to  Educational  in  re- 
turn for  the  major  part  of  its  as- 
sets. Fairness  of  the  deal  was  de- 
fended in  their  testimony.  Ham- 
mons  will  be  examined  again  on 
Feb.  29. 


The  first  meeting  of  creditors  of 

Educational    Pictures,    Inc.,    will    be 

held  no  Feb.   29  at   10  a.m.  before 

,  Referee  John  E.  Joyce.     A  trustee 

.  will  be  appointed  at  that  time. 


Warners  Oppose  Payment 

of  Additional  1935  Tax 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

'  vising  and  managing  motion  picture 
theaters  owned  or  leased  by  sub- 
sidiary companies.  Warners  claim 
the  cost  to  the  parent  company  was 
$2,738,294  in  the  year  ended  Aug.  31, 
1935,  and  deducted  the  amount  from 
its  taxable  income.  The  bureau  dis- 
allowed the  deduction  and  assessed 
the  additional  taxes.  The  company 
already  had  paid  $143,702  taxes  on 
net  income,  which  it  reported  as 
$894,863. 

Korda  Says  He  Will  Finish 
"Thief  of  Bagdad"  in  Ariz. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

he  asserted,  although  business  is  off 
in  the  West  End. 

The  London  Films  head  left  last 
night  by  plane  for  Hollywood. 

Gracie  Fields  also  was  a  passen- 
ger on  the  Rex.  The  English  star 
leaves  today  for  the  Coast  to  discuss 
her  next  picture  with  Darryl  Zanuck. 

Wallis  Arriving  Monday 

for  "Ehrlich"  Premiere 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Bullet"  at  the  Strand  Feb.  23  and 
to  confer  with  Maj.  Albert  Warner, 
Grad  Sears  and  Charley  Einfeld  on 
future  product. 


onceive< 


Plan  to  Drive  Him  Out  of  B 


usiness 


(Continued 

expiration  date  of  his  contract  with 
UA. 

(An  earlier  Goldwyn  declara- 
tory judgment  suit  against  UA, 
brought  in  Federal  Court  in 
Delaware,  was  dismissed  in  late 
December  because  the  amended 
complaint  failed  to  join  Korda, 
London  Films,  the  late  Douglas 
Fairbanks  and  Elton  Corp.  as 
defendants). 

Among  other  charges  in  the  com- 
plaint, Goldwyn  set  forth  14  alleged 
methods  by  which  United  Artists 
"maliciously  and  wrongfully,  with- 
out justification  and  wholly  in  vio- 
lation of  its  duties  towards  the 
plaintiffs,  conceived  the  plan  to  drive 
the  plaintiffs  out  of  business."  Cate- 
gorically, United  Artists  is  charged 
with  the  following: 

Goldwyn's  14  Charges 

1.  With  failing  to  devote  its  best 
efforts  in  the  proper  distribution  of 
plaintiffs'  film. 

2.  With  failing  to  use  its  best 
efforts  to  make  distribution  as  com- 
plete and  efficient  as  possible. 

3.  With  failing  to  use  its  best 
efforts  to  procure  the  best  and  high- 
est prices  obtainable  in  distribution. 

4.  With  using  plaintiffs'  pictures 
to  influence  exhibitors  to  license 
pictures   of  other   distributors. 

5.  With  offering  inducements  to 
exhibitors  with  respect  to  pictures 
of  other  Droducers  as  an  inducement 
not  to  take  plaintiffs'  pictures. 

6.  With  isolating,  the  plaintiffs 
from  the  defendants'  employes  at  a 
national  UA  salesmen's  convention, 
held  in  Los  Angeles  in  May,  1939. 
In  this  way  the  complaint  says, 
Goldwyn  was  unable  to  entertain  the 
salesmen  and  to  establish  good  will 
with  them.  He  also  claimed  that  of- 
ficials addressing1  the  convention 
were  allowed  to  make  derogatory  re- 
marks about  him  and  his  company. 

7.  With  instructing  agents  not  to 
use  their  best  efforts  in  advertising 
or  selling  plaintiffs'  pictures. 

8.  With  discriminating  against  the 
plaintiffs   in   advertising. 

9.  With  releasing  to  the  press 
false,  malicious  and  misleading  state- 
ments concerning  the  plaintiffs  and 
with  so  intending  to  create  a  doubt 
as  to  the  plaintiffs'  financial  ability 
and  further  continuation  in  business. 

10.  With  attempting  to  induce  val- 
ued agents  of  Goldwyn  to  leave  his 
employ. 

11.  Of  withholding  substantial 
sums  due  to  Goldwyn  on  wholly  un- 
iustified  pretexts. 

12.  With  publishing  statements  to 
the    trade    press    that    plaintiff   had 


from  Page  1) 
breached    his    distribution    contract. 

13.  With  causing  publication  in 
the  trade  press  of  an  item  that  ar- 
tists, directors  and  employes  of 
plaintiffs    were    resigning. 

14.  With  committing  other  acts  in 
violation  of  fiduciary  duties  towards 
the  plaintiffs. 

Claims  Contract  Breached 

The  complaint,  in  addition,  claims 
that  both  Korda  and  Douglas  Fair- 
banks obtained  permission  from  UA 
to  organize  new  companies  and  to 
substitute  these  companies  as  pro- 
ducers associated  with  UA.  This 
permission  was  granted,  Goldwyn 
claimed,  at  an  annual  meeting  of 
stockholders  held  on  Jan.  16,  1939, 
over  the  express  opposition  of  the 
plaintiffs.  This  act  of  UA,  which 
resulted  in  the  organization  by  Korda 
of  the  Alexander  Korda  Film  Pro- 
ductions, Ltd.,  constituted  a  mate- 
rial breach  of  Goldwyn's  contract, 
according  to  the  complaint. 

The  complaint  also  sets  forth  at 
length  the  dispute  which  Goldwyn 
had  with  UA  over  the  payment  of 
$54,559  and  interest  allegedly  due 
him  under  the  Silverstone  plan,  and 
for  which  he  had  previously  filed 
suit.  Goldwyn  contends  that  the 
payment  was  not  made  when  due  and 
that  when  UA  finally  tendered  it  the 
sum  did  not  include  interest  due  up- 
on it.  This,  he  said,  was  a  material 
breach  of  his  contract. 

Says  UA  Crimped  Two  Deals 

On  Dec.  18,  1939,  the  complaint 
continued,  Goldwyn  notified  UA  in 
a  letter  to  Murray  Silverstone  that 
he  cancelled  his  contract  forthwith. 
Silverstone,  on  Dec.  26,  in  an  answer- 
ing' letter  refused  to  accept  the  can- 
cellation. Thereafter,  Goldwyn, 
dickered  with  Paramount  and  War- 
ner Bros,  for  the  distribution  of  his 
"ewly  completed  picture,  "The 
Westerner."  Goldwyn  asserts  that 
he  had  obtained  terms  more  favor- 
able than  under  his  distribution  con- 
tract with  UA,  but  that  UA  crimped 
both  deals  by  threatening  litigation. 
Finally,  the  complaint  says,  in  des- 
peration Goldwyn  was  forced  to  re- 
lease his  picture  through  UA.  Un- 
less the  defendants  are  restrained 
from  interfering  with  the  release  of 
plaintiffs'  films  the  plaintiffs'  invest- 
ment estimated  at  millions  will  be 
"totally  destroyed"  the  complaint 
concludes. 

The  suit  also  asked  for  an  ac- 
counting of  all  moneys  allegedly  due 
to  Goldwyn  by  UA  and  damages  for 
alleged  interferences  with  the  release 
of  "The  Westerner." 


Injuries  Fatal  to  Neale 

Mayfield,  Ky.— H.  C.  Neale,  74, 
veteran  Kentucky  exhibitor,  died  in 
an  East  St.  Louis,  111.,  hospital  of 
injuries  received  in  an  automobile 
accident.  Neale  formerly  operated 
theaters  for  Warners  in  Kentucky. 


Harry  Tate,  War  Victim 

London  (By  Cable) — Harry  Tate, 
67,  British  screen  and  stage  come- 
dian, is  dead  here,  a  war  raid  vic- 
tim.   He  was  hit  by  a  shell  splinter. 


WACHSBERG'R-BRANDT 

PLANNING  TO  PRODUCE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

berger  leaves  today  on  the  Yankee 
Clipper  for  France  and  England 
where  he  intends  to  sign  several 
French  players  and  producers  and 
English  stars  who  will  be  brought 
to  Hollywood  for  the  new  enterprise. 

Wachsberger  said  yesterday  that 
he  also  had  signed  several  Ameri- 
can names  and  that  production  on 
the  Coast  would  get  under  way  late 
in    March. 

Film  Alliance  will  combine  the 
new  American  product,  which  will 
include  six  pictures  for  Spring  and 
Summer  shooting,  with  the  French 
and  English  pictures  and  will  con- 
tinue its  previously  announced  pro- 
gram of  25  foreign  pictures  for 
1940. 

Wachsberger  is  due  back  in  the 
U.  S.  in  about  two  weeks. 


Court  Refuses  to  Dismiss 
Goldwyn's  $54,559  Action 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  interest  allegedly  due.  The 
Court  ruled  that  Goldwyn's  claim 
against  UA  had  been  reassigned  by 
the  Bank  of  America  to  the  plain- 
tiff for  commencement  of  action, 
and  that  UA  had  received  notice. 
The  application  had  claimed  that 
Goldwyn  could  no  longer  sue  since 
he  had  assigned  his  claim  to  the 
bank. 

The  decision  directed  Goldwyn  to 
file  a  bill  of  particulars.  Suit  is 
based  on  a  claim  that  UA  owes 
the  plaintiff  $54,559  plus  interest  on 
bonuses  under  the  Silverstone  plan. 


Poll  Executive  Committee 
on  Allied  Convention  City 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  lack  of  sufficient  city  membership 
in  Detroit,  Allied  of  Michigan  de- 
cided it  would  be  inadvisable  to  be 
host  this  year  to  the  organization's 
delegates,  although  Detroit  was 
voted  the  convention  city  by  the 
board  of  directors  in  Washington 
last  month. 

It  is  understood  that  Jack  Kirsch's 
Illinois  unit  has  put  in  a  bid  for  the 
sessions  to  be  held  in  Chicago,  while 
Indianapolis  is  said  to  be  seeking  the 
convention,  also.  Decision  is  expect- 
ed shortly. 


Loew's  State  Offering 

Para.  Pix  as  First-Run 


Loew's  State,  Broadway,  this  week 
is  deviating  from  policy  by  offering 
Paramount's  "The  Farmer's  Daugh- 
ter" first-run.  House  usually  fol- 
lows the  Paramount  Theater,  but 
"Gulliver's  Travels"  played  four 
weeks  at  the  latter  house,  thereby 
taking  most  of  the  "cream"  from 
the  Broadway  possibilities. 


WORLD-WIDE 
SUPREMACY 


NINE  out  of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  chosen 
in  the  Film  Daily's  1939  critics'  poll  were 
made  on  Eastman  Negative  Films.  Two  of 
the  Ten  Best  Pictures  were  made  in  Eng- 
land, and  both  were  on  Eastman — striking 
evidence  of  the  world-wide  recognition 
of  this  film's  excellence.  Eastman  Kodak 
Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brula- 
tour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort  Lee,  Chi- 
cago, Hollywood.) 


NINE  OF  THE  "TEN  BEST" 
ON  EASTMAN  NEGATIVE 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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IATSE  to  Organize  Technicians  in  Television  Field 

FOUR  MAJORS  REVEAL  4JEAR  GROSS  BlTTO  GOV'T 

Strong  Films  Sharply  Reduce  Broadway  Consumption 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Court  Raps  Gov't 

=     By  L.  H.  MITCHELL     == 


DOMESTIC 

EQUITY  SUIT:  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard  rapped  Govern- 
ment's attitude  on  distributors'  in- 
terrogatories in  the  equity  suit,  call- 
ing it  non-co-operative  and  accused 
D  of  J  of  "buck  passing"  .  .  .  "U" 
execs,  told  Gov't  it  granted  no  favors 
in  allotting  pix. 

*  ^  ^ 

DISTRIBUTION:  Louis  B.  Mayer 
stated  that  M-G-M's  70  per  cent 
policy  on  "GWTW"  was  clicking. 
Film's  gross  up  to  last  week  was 
more  than  $7,000,000  .  .  .  20th-Fox 
announced  120  pre-releases  for 
"Grapes  of  Wrath"  now  in  its  fourth 
week  at  the  N.  Y.  Rivoli. 

*  *         * 

PRODUCTION:  M-G-M  assigned 
Clark  Gable,  Spencer  Tracy,  Claud- 
ette  Colbert  and  Hedy  Lamarr  to 
stellar  roles  in  "Boom  Town,"  with 
Frank  Morgan  and  Walter  Brennan 
in  supporting  roles  .  .  .  RKO  signed 
Ronald  Colman  to  co-star  with  Gin- 
ger Rogers  in  "Good  Luck"  .  .  .  Para. 
will  co-star  Fred  MacMurray  and 
Madeleine  Carroll  again — this  time 
in  John  Van  Druten's  "There's  Al- 
ways Juliet"  .  .  .  RKO  signed  Ben 
Piazza,  home  from  a  year  in  Europe, 
to  head  its  talent  department  and 
to  supervise  casting  .  .  .  Studios 
started  seven  new  pix  last  week  .  .  . 
Alexander  Korda,  arriving  from  Lon- 
don, said  he  would  complete  "The 
Thief  of  Bagdad"  in  Arizona. 

*  #         * 

THIS  AND  THAT:  Advertising 
Associates  bought  out  21  poster  rent- 
ers .  .  .  Educational  Films  failed 
with  $392,876  in  liabilities  .  .  .  Studio 
unions  and  producers  met  on  wage 
rescinding  and  adjourned  for  further 
discussion  .  .  .  Para,  execs,  at  Miami 
ccnf erred  on  fight  on  the  Neely  bill. 
SWG  vote  was  expected  to  be  over- 
whelmingly against  the  bill  .  .  . 
Jimmy    Walker   is   considering   post 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Six  Major  Houses  in  25-Week 

Period  Play  Only  71 

Features 

Proof  of  the  high  quality  of  the 
current  1939-40  season's  major  com- 
pany product  is  furnished  by  a 
checkup  of  extended  playing  time 
accorded  to  features  by  a  group  of 
six  top  Broadway  area  houses  over 
the  period  from   Sept.   1   to  date. 

During  this  span,  survey  discloses, 
attractions  have  been  so  strong  that 
not  only  have  past  precedents  been 
shattered,    but    it    is    revealed    that 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


RKO,  COL.  AND  "IT 
DENY  ITALIAN  DEALS 


Monty  Banks'  assertion  that  four 
U.  S.  film  companies  had  sold  75 
pictures  to  Italy  brought  vehement 
denials  from  the  foreign  heads  of 
three  of  the  companies  over  the 
week-end.  Banks,  who  announced 
+hat  he  was  joining  a  new  film  com- 
pany in  Italy,  declared  upon  his  ar- 

(Continucd  on  Page  5) 


Producers  Say  Wage  Boost 
Unwarranted;  Adjourn  Talks 

Hollywood  —  Following  a  lengthy 
huddle  Friday  between  the  producers 
and    representatives    of    unions,    at 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


GWTW  TO  HIT 
$8,600,000? 

Weather  Determines;  Another 
$2,000,000  Week  Sure 


As  of  this  morning,  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  will  have  grossed  between 
$8,400,000  and  $8,600,000  depending 
on  the  weather  across  the  country 
over  the  week-end,  according  to  lat- 
est figures  available  Saturday.  Pic- 
ture was  a  certainty  to  go  over  the 
$2,000,000  mark  again  last  week  — 
the  previous  week's  gross  totaling 
$2,369,000— to  continue  its  string  of 
box  office  records. 


WB,  RKO  TO  ACQUIRE 
TWO  BROADWAY  HITS 


Deals  for  the  film  rights  to  two 
current  Broadway  hits  were  re- 
ported in  the  closing  stage  at  the 
week-end.  Legit,  pieces  are  "The 
Male  Animal,"  by  James  Thurber 
and  Elliott  Nugent,  in  which  the 
latter  is  appearing  at  the  Cort,  and 
the  George  Abbott  production,  "Too 
Many  Girls,"  by  Rodgers  and  Hart 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Actors  and  Electricians  in  Tele 

Field  Unaffected  by  IATSE  Move 


Foreign  Rights  to  Denis 

Feature  Acquired  by  UA 

World  distribution  rights,  with  the 
exception  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  to  the  Armand  Denis-Leila 
Roosevelt    adventure    feature    have 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Next  organizational  drive  by  the 
IATSE  in  the  theatrical  field  will 
be  in  television,  it  was  learned  at 
the  week-end.  Move  was  decided 
at  the  recent  huddle  of  the  IA  ex- 
ecutive board  in  Miami,  with  the 
organization  standing  on  the  recog- 
nized   jurisdiction    in    its    American 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Who's   who   in   production,   who   they   are,    what     If    it    is    about    pictures    or   picture    people    you 
they  did  all  told   in  1940  Year  Book.— Advt.  will  find  it  in  the  Year  Book.— Advt. 


Para.,   Universal,  M-G-M  and 

20th-Fox  to  File  Answers 

to  Queries  1-25  Today 

Answers  to  Government  interroga- 
tories filed  in  the  Federal  Court  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  by  United  Art- 
ists, Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  RKO 
and  Columbia  revealed  for  the  first 
time  the  gross  business  of  United 
Artists  for  the  four  years  from  1935 
through  1938,  and  revealed  the  finan- 
cial structures  of  the  other  compa- 
nies which  filed  their  interrogatories. 
With  the  exception  of  UA,  the  com- 
panies confined  their  answers  to 
Questions  1  through  24  out  of  the 
total  of  59  Government  interroga- 
tories. 

Paramount,  Universal,  M-G-M  and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

J.  J.  NOLAN  NAMED 
RKO'S  STUDIO  HEAD 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Appointment  of  J.  J. 
Nolan  as  vice-president  in  charge  of 
RKO  studios  was  announced  Friday 
by  President  George  J.  Schaefer  as 
he  departed  for  New  York.  It  is  un- 
derstood here  that  the  appointment 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

20th-Fox  Prints  Destroyed 
as  Nazis  Sink  S.  S.  Songa 

First  record  war  loss  of  prints  at 
sea  by  a  major  falls  to  20th-Fox, 
with  i9,000  feet  of  positive  footage 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


National  AUied's 

Convention  in  Chi. 

Allied's  annual  convention  will  be 
held  in  Chicago.  Jack  Kirsch.  head  of 
Illinois  Allied,  informed  THE  FILM 
DAILY  over  the  week-end  that  the 
Windy  City  had  been  designated  for 
the  conclave.  Dates  and  hotel  at  which 
the  sessions  will  be  held  have  not  been 
determined.  Kirsch  currently  is  vaca- 
tioning in   Florida. 


Chicago — Illinois    Allied    will    hold    its 
annual  convention  early  in  March. 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY,  FEB.  16) 

NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.   Seat 10        10        10       +     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2!/2%>    7  7  7         

Columbia   Picts.  pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1  1  1       +     Vs 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.  pfd...     8%      &%      8%     

East.  Kodak  156'/2  15514  155V4  —  U/2 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 1234     T23/4     123/4  —     % 

Loew's,  Inc 36V8     35%    36</8  —     Vs 

do    pfd 1081/g  108  %  108  Vs  —     % 

Paramount    73/8      7y4      7'/4     

Paramount  1  st  pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     9V4       9'/8       9'/4  +     Vs 

Pathe  Film   1 1  Vs     105/8     10%  —    3/8 

RKO    1%       1V4       H/4—     Vs 

20th    Century-Fox    ..11%     11%     11%  +     Vs 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 87         86'/2     87       —1 

Warner    Bros 4  3%       3y8     

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK   BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3y2s46.1023/4  1023/4  1023/4  —     i/8 

Para.   B'way  3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Piers,  cv.  3V&47  85         85        85         

RKO  6s41    

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 15-16        %         %  —     Vs 

Sonotone  Corp 1  Vz       1 V2       1  Vz  —    Vs 

Technicolor    15V4     15'/8     1514  —     % 

Trans-Lux 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3%       33^       334  —     i/4 

Universal  Piers 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100'/2  104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45...   71  Vz     73V2 
Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 663A    683,4 


SAFETY  |  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  ot  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  D 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

Cone  With  the  Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)— 10th  week Capitol 

The    Fighting  Sixty-Ninth    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — 4th   week Strand 

The  Crapes  of  Wrath    (20th  Century-Fox) — 4th  week Rivoli 

Pinocchio    (RKO  Radio   Pictures-Walt  Disney)— 2nd   week Center 

I  Take  This  Woman   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Music   Hall 

Of   Mice   and   Men    (United   Artists-Hal    Roach) Roxy 

Sidewalks  of   London    (Paramount   Pictures) Paramount 

Our   Neighbors — the   Carters    (Paramount   Pictures) Criterion 

A  Chump  at  Oxford    (United  Artists-Hal   Roach) Rialto 

The    Farmer's    Daughter    (Paramount    Pictures) Loew's    State 

East  Side   Kids    (Monogram   Pictures) Clobe 

Cowboys    from    Texas    (Republic    Pictures)     (a) Central 

The    Mad    Empress    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)     (a-b) Central 

Invisible   Stripes    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Honeymoon   Deferred    (Universal   Pictures)    (a) Palace 

♦   TWO-A-MV  RUIVS    ♦ 

Gone  With  the  Wind   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 10th  week Astor 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGU AGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center) — 21st    week World 

We  Were   Seven   Widows    (Esperia    Films) Cinecitta 

Louise    (Mayer-Burstyn) — 3rd    week Little    Carnegie 

Skeleton   on   Horseback    (Mike    Mindlin) — 3rd   week Belmont 

Overture  to  Glory  (G  &  L  Distributing  Co.) — 2nd  week Cameo 

The   Human   Beast    (Juno   Films) 55th   St.    Playhouse 

Entente  Cordiale    (Concord   Films)    (d) 5th   Ave.   Playhouse 

♦   FUTURE  OPENINGS   ♦ 

Seventeen   (Paramount  Pictures) — Feb.  28 Paramount 

The   Man   from    Dakota    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — Feb.    22 -....Criterion 

Dr.    Ehrlich's    Magic    Bullet    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Feb.    23 Strand 

Abe   Lincoln   in   Illinois    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) — Feb.   22 Music    Hall 

Blue   Bird    (20th   Century-Fox)    (b-c) Roxy 

It's    a    Date    (Universal    Pictures)     (c) Rivoli 

Convicted   Woman    (Columbia    Pictures) — Feb.   24 Globe 

Legion  of  the   Lawless    (RKO  Radio   Pictures)— Feb.   21    (a) Central 

Vengeance   of   the    Deep    (Times    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Little  Old   New  York    (20th   Century-Fox)— Feb.   22    (a-b) Palace 

Charlie  Chan   in   Panama    (20th   Century-Fox) — Feb.   22    (a) Palace 

Foreign 

Friendship    ( Esperia    Films) — Feb.    22 Cinecitta 

The   People   of   the   Hagbo    Farm    (Scandinavian    Talking    Pictures) — Feb.    23 

48th   St.   Theater 
The   Baker's   Wife    (The   Baker's  Wife   Co.)— Feb.    26 World 

(a)  Dual  bill,     (b)  Subsequent  run.     (c)   Follows  current  bill,      (d)   Return  engagement. 


Mono  Claims  New  Playdate 
Record  for  Next  8  Weeks 


A  new  all-time  high  for  advance 
playdates  is  claimed  by  Monogram 
for  the  next  eight  weeks.  President 
W.  Ray  Johnston  said  on  the  week- 
end that  the  playdate  totals  ex- 
ceeded by  $1,200  the  peak  in  advance 
business  which  was  reached  last 
May.  Included  in  the  compilation 
are  five  weeks  of  the  "March  for 
Monogram"  playdate  drive  which 
runs  from  Feb.  25  to  March  30. 

Johnston  declared  that  failure  to 
maintain  schedules  on  the  part  of 
a  few  companies  had  obviously 
worked  to  the  advantage  of  the 
others,  including  Monogram,  and 
that  the  caliber  of  Monogram  prod- 
uct available  had  created  a  justi- 
fiable demand. 

Meanwhile,  the  Washington  branch 
jumped  from  fourth  to  second  place 
in  the  playdate  drive,  while  the 
Denver  exchange  retained  its  first 
place  position. 


"Pinocchio"  Given  Nine 

Performances  on  Saturday 

The  Center  Theater  gave  "Pinoc- 
chio" nine  shows  Saturday  because 
of  the  huge  crowds.  By  11:30  Satur- 
day morning,  the  house  was  filled 
and  more  than  800  persons  were 
standing.  Lines  were  forming  be- 
fore 8  o'clock. 


Move  to  Block  Extension 
of  Horlacher  Routes  Fails 


Philadelphia— State  Public  Utility 
Commission  dismissed  a  protest  filed 
against  the  granting  to  Horlacher 
Delivery  Service,  Inc.,  of  additional 
rights  and  privileges  of  operating 
vehicles  as  a  common  carrier  in  ex- 
tended route  territory.  Earlier  Har- 
risburg  dispatches  to  the  effect  that 
Horlacher  had  lost  a  move  to  extend 
services  were  erroneous.  Horlacher 
had  already  instituted  the  additional 
service. 


Fox  West  Coast  Books 

"The  Lion  Has  Wings" 

"The  Lion  Has  Wings"  has  been 
booked  over  the  entire  Fox  West 
Coast  circuit  involving  about  450 
theaters,  according  to  L.  J.  Schlai- 
fer,  vice-president  and  western 
sales  manager  of  United  Artists. 


Talley  to  Sail  for  U.  S. 

Following  conferences  with  Ital- 
ian premiere  Benito  Mussolini  and 
other  Italian  officials  and  an  audi- 
ence with  the  Pope,  Truman  Talley, 
Movietone  News  chieftain,  is  ex- 
pected to  sail  for  this  country  some- 
time this  week  after  an  extended 
European  stay.  Talley  made  a  com- 
plete survey  of  the  war  front  while 
in  Europe. 


WILL  H.  HAYS  is  expected  to  arrive  this  | 
morning  from  the  Coast. 

HAL  B.  WALLIS  is  at  the  Waldorf. 

WALTER    J.    HUTCHINSON,    director    of    for-  I 
eign    distribution    for    20th-Fox,     leaves  Florida 
today   for   a   short   stay   in   Cuba. 

MONTY   BANKS   left   for   the   Coast   Friday. 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  flew  to  Hollywood  over 
the  week-end. 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER  is  due  to  return  to  the 
home  office  this  morning  after  several  weeks 
on   the    Coast. 

WILLIAM  WYLER  and  MRS.  WYLER  who  re- 
turn today  from  Lake  Placid  go  to  Boston  to- 
morrow. 

GREGORY  LaCAVA  is  due  in  New  York  today 
from   the  Coast  on   vacation. 

JOE  PENNER  and  his  wife  have  returned  to 
Hollywood. 

WILLY  POCANY  of  Hollywood,  is  at  the 
Sherry-Netherland. 

LAWRENCE  REID,  editor  of  Motion  Picture 
Magazine  of  the  Fawcett  group,  flies  to  Holly- 
wood Thursday  for  a  brief  visit  to  the  studios. 

F.    T.    MURRAY,    Universal    branch    operations 
manager,   has  left  on  a   tour  of   15  of  the  com-^ 
pany's  Western,  Southern  and  Eastern  exchanges. 

J.  A.  McCONVILLE,  Columbia's  foreign  head, 
sails  for  South  America   Friday. 

ROSEMARY  LANE  arrives  in  Hollywood  to- 
day from   Chicago. 

ROBERT  E.  SHERWOOD  returned  to  New  York 
Friday  from  the  Midwest. 

ANITA  LOUISE  has  returned  here  after  per- 
sonal appearances   in  the  Midwest. 


Ellsworth  Named  Ad  Chief 
of  Ross  Federal  Research 


Thomas  B.  Ellsworth  has  become 
advertising  and  publicity  director  of 
Ross  Federal  Research  Corp.,  suc- 
ceeding Donovan  Hall,  resigned. 

Ellsworth  has  been,  for  the  past 
year  and  a  half,  assistant  advertis- 
ing director  at  Ross  Federal  and 
editor  of  the  Ross  Federal  house  or- 
gan. He  was  previously  associated 
with  the  J.  Walter  Thompson  Co., 
and  with  George  N.  Wallace,  Sales 
Consultant. 


Lomba   Filling   In 

Following  the  death  of  J.  M.  Amo- 
dio,  20th-Fox  manager  in  Venezuela, 
who  had  been  with  the  company  five 
years,  E.  F.  Lomba,  special  foreign 
representative  is  handling  the  ter- 
ritory until  a  permanent  appoint- 
ment is  made.  Charles  Matzen  has 
been  appointed  to  the  post  of  branch 
manager  for  20th-Fox  in  Lima, 
Peru,   succeeding   Santiago   Chiesa. 


Schulberg  Back  to  Col. 

Columbia  has  signed  B.  P.  Schul- 
berg to  a  producer  contract,  it  was 
announced  at  the  week-end.  Schul- 
berg was  a  Columbia  producer  once 
before,  having  first  joined  the  com- 
pany in  1935,  later  going  to  Para- 
mount. 


Defer  Adelphi  Case  Hearing 

Chicago — Hearing  in  the  Adelphi 
theater  anti-trust  action  against  B 
&  K  and  the  majors  was  deferred 
to  April  15,  Friday,  by  Federal 
Judge    Michael   Igae. 
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WB,  RKO  TO  ACQUIRE 
TWO  BROADWAY  HITS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  George  Marion,  Jr.,  at  the  Im- 
perial. 

Warners  is  the  potential  purchaser 
of  the  former,  with  the  price  said 
to  be  about  $125,000,  while  the  lat- 
ter is  slated  to  go  to  RKO  Radio 
for  a  reported  $100,000,  with  the 
deal  being-  handled  by  Martin  Ju- 
row  of  MCA.  Commitment  calls  for 
Abbott's  services  as  producer  next 
summer,   it  is   said. 

RKO  apparently  is  in  an  aggres- 
sive buying  mood,  the  company  re- 
ported as  acquiring  "Sister  Carrie" 
by  Theodore  Dreiser,  with  a  view  to 
starring  Carole  Lombard,  and  "Half 
a  Rogue,"  an  original  by  Garrett 
Fort,  for  Charles  Laughton.  RKO 
additionally  is  said  to  be  negotiating 
for  Carl  Van  Doren's  biography  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  to  be  inter- 
ested also  in  Jack  Kirkland's  "I 
Must  Love  Someone." 

Kirkland  is  now  on  the  Coast 
where  several  studios,  including 
20th-Fox,  are  said  to  be  again  in- 
terested in  "Tobacco  Road,"  still 
running  at  the  Forrest  here.  Lively 
bidding  by  several  companies  for 
the  Howard  Lindsay-Russel  Crouse 
"Life  With  Father,"  presented  by 
Oscar  Serlin  at  the  Empire,  and  Sam 
H.  Harris's  "The  Man  Who  Came  to 
Dinner"  by  Moss  Hart  and  George 
S.  Kaufman  at  the  Music  Box  is  con- 
tinuing. Overtures  for  rights  to  the 
John  Barrymore  vehicle,  "My  Dear 
Children,"  at  the  Belasco,  have  been 
made  by  two  studios  as  well. 

Twentieth-Fox  at  the  week-end 
disclosed  the  purchase  of  rights  to 
"I  Married  a  Nazi"  by  Oscar  Schis- 
gall  and  Polan  Banks'  unpublished 
novel,  "Fifth  Avenue." 

Warners  at  the  week-end  was  said 
to  be  discussing  a  $75*000  deal  for 
rights  to  "The  Jealous'  House"  by 
Clarence   Budington   Kelland. 


Empire,  Syracuse,  Passes 

to  Martina  on  March  1 


Syracuse — Charles  Martina  of  Al- 
bion takes  possession  of  the  Em- 
pire March  1st.  Following  altera- 
tinos,  the  Empire  will  reopen  March 
23  with  first-runs.  Empire  manager 
Morris  Fitzer  takes  his  entire  staff 
to  the  Rivoli  where  the  present  Em- 
pire  policy  will  be   continued. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Harvey  Miller, 
of  the  State  Theater  staff,  and 
Gladys  Smolizer,  of  Harrisburg, 
were  married  Sunday. 

Alliance,  O.  —  Frank  Matthews, 
manager  of  the  Morrison  theater 
here,  and  Alice  Jean  Perry  of  Hemp- 
stead, L.  I.,  and  Canton,  O.,  will  wed 
in  the  Spring. 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY, 


•  •  •  VIRILE,  punchy  "Of  Mice  and  Men" Hal  Roach's  con- 
tribution to  the  contemporary  hit  parade rolled  into  the  Roxy  last 

Friday on  the  crest  of  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  versatile  pub- 
licity-exploitation-ad   campaigns which    commenced    shortly    after 

Xmas and  which  continued  to  gain  momentum  right  up  to  its  open- 
ing  day Every   really    worth-while    attention-getting    channel    was 

harnessed  by  the  UA-ites in  behalf  of  the  Roach  property Pro- 
motion came  along  in  wave  after  wave via  news  services,  radio. 

paper  plugs  in  national  mags,  specially  syndicated  material,  and 
even  by  actively  associating   cast  members   in   various   ways  with   the 

campaign The  local  ad  splurging  started  10  days  before  the  Roxy 

bow  in  all  "papers" insertions  running  from  40-line  teaser  ads   to 

600-line  smash  display  copy The  drive  represented,  we  estimate, 

an  outlay  of   a   minimum    15   grand or   more   than   a   grand-and-a- 

half  prior  to  the  opening It's  only  right  that  big  booming  should 

accompany  big  Berthas 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     PROVIDENCE  certainly  took  care  of  pix  patrons  on 

last  week's  blizzard  night  up  in  that  capital  Rhode  Island  city 

At  least  the  smart  managements  at  Fays,  Strand,  RKO-Albee,  Ma- 
jestic and  Loew's  State  did for  they  invited  the  marooned 

customers   to   "stay   the   night" Manager   Ed   Reed   found    a 

pianist  and  singer  in  the  Strand  audience and  put  on  both  a 

community  sing  and  a  preview  of  next  day's  attraction RKO- 

Albee's  Manager  George  French  served  up  Java  and  cakes,  rigged 

up  a  radio  so  folks  could  dance Ed  McBride,  solon  at  Loew's 

State. .  also  served  copious  coffee  in  the  house  and  "on  the  house" 

and  the  400  stymied  guests  had  a  helluva  congenial  time  until 

dawn-did-them-part 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AS  a  mite  taxpayer  to  a  mighty  one Phil  M.  extends 

all  the  moral  support  he  can  muster  to  Ned  Sparks in   that,  pix 

comedian's  chew-'em-up  battle  with  Uncle  Sam  anent  income  levy.  .... 

Ned  avers  he  had  his  teeth  out  and  replaced  with  a  $3,500  set 

so  that  his  career  wouldn't  suffer  by  studio  mikes  picking  up  his  hissing 

of  the  letter  S Ed  Conroy,  Ned's  lawyer,  told  Frisco's  Federal  Court 

of  Appeals  that  his  client  expected  Uncle  Sam  to  allow  deduction  of  $3,000 
which  seems  fair  enough  since  Ned  lopped  off  $500  from  the  pur- 
chase price on  the  premise  that  he  used  the  new  teeth  to  some 

extent  outside  of  acting  hours This  department's  sympathy  pos- 
sibly springs   from   the    fact   that   the    Federal   Courts have   been 

laden  for  many  years  with  reorganization  proceedings  involving  in- 
dentures  and  it  appears  about  time  that  just  plain  dentures  got  a 

break  from  black-robed  judges Besides,  we  like  news  that  has  an 

unusual   slant and  here's   an   instance   more   unique   than    a   man 

biting  a  dog for  when  Ned  had  his  molars  and  incisors  out 

it  was  the  first  case  in  human  annals  of  "grindstones"  flying  out  of 
Sparks 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     TODAY,  Hal  Wallis  rides  into  town  from  Burbank 

which  reminds  that  in  Hollywood  there  are  those  already  willing 

to  wager that  Wallis  has  next  year's  Academy  award  winner 

in  "Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet" Hal   and  Mrs.   Wallis 

(better  known  in  pixland  as  Louise  Fazenda)  will  be  feted  at  a 
cocktail  reception  tomorrow   afternoon  in  the   Waldorf-Astoria's 

Carpenter  Suite — a  most  appropriate  locale,  for  who  knows 

any   more   about   putting   entertainment   "timber"   together 

than  the  hard-driving  Mister  Wallis? 


'VIRGINIA  CITY'  DUAL 
PREMIERE  MARCH  16 


Warners'  "Virginia  City"  will  have 
its  world  premiere  simultaneously 
in  two  Nevada  towns,  Reno  and  Vir- 
ginia City,  on  March  16.  A  special 
16-car  Southern  Pacific  trai**—  will 
carry  250  players,  newspapt  cor- 
respondents and  execs,  from  Los 
Angeles  to  Reno  where  they  will  be 
tendered  a  reception  by  the  state's 
Governor,  E.  P.  Carville.  A  Western 
parade  will  follow  with  the  guests 
proceeding  next  to  Virginia  City,  22 
miles  away,  to  be  present  at  the 
initial  performance  of  "Virginia 
City"  in  the  town's  single  theater. 
Premiere  will  wind  up  with  the  "Vir- 
ginia City  Comstock  Ball"  to  be  held 
in  the  State  House  Auditorium  in 
Reno. 

Errol  Flynn,  Ann  Sheridan,  Pris- 
cilla  Lane,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Rose 
mary  Lane,  Alan  Hale,  Eddie  Albert, 
Randolph  Scott  and  Jean  Parker  will 
attend  the  premiere. 


Foreign  Rights  to  Denis 

Feature  Acquired  by  UA 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

been  acquired  by  United  Artists 
The  Denis-Roosevelt  Asiatic  expedi- 
tion returns  to  New  York  todaj 
from  a  10-month  trip  to  China,  In- 
dia and  Africa. 

Denis  previously  produced  "Dark 
Rapture,"  "Goona  Goona,"  "Wheels 
Across  Africa"  and  "Wild  Cargo,' 
the  latter  for  Frank  Buck. 


Court  Reserves  Decision 
In  Lynch  Suit  vs.  Warners 

Federal  Judge  Clarence  G.  Gal 
ston  on  Friday  reserved  decision  af- 
ter trial  on  the  suit  of  Edward  A 
Lynch  for  an  injunction  and  $100,- 
000  damages  against  Warner  Bros 
Pictures,  First  National  Pictures  and 
Joe  E.  Brown.  Suit  claims  plagiar 
ism  of  a  book  by  the  plaintiff  in  the 
Warner  production  "Son  Of  A  Sai 
lor." 


J.  M.  Franklin  In  Florida 

St.  John,  N.  B.— J.  M.  Franklin 
founder  and  head  of  the  Franklin  & 
Herschorn  theater  chain  in  the  mari 
time  provinces,  is  on  his  annual  so- 
journ in  Florida,  with  base  at  Miami 
Beach.  He  expects  to  return  to  St 
John  in  April,  and  is  accompaniec 
by  Mrs.  Franklin.  They  took  then 
car  along  with  them,  and  travellec 
mostly  by  sea. 


:-, 


STORKS 


Chicago — J.  Winsberg,  manage 
of  the  B  &  K  Lakeside  theater  i 
the  father  of  a  baby  girl,  born  a 
the  Garfield  Park  hospital. 


<: 


Chicago — A  baby  girl  was  born  t« 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Allen.  Thf 
father  is  city  salesman  for  WarnersI 
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IATSE  TO  ORGANIZE 
TELEVISION  WORKERS 


J 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Federation  of  Labor  charter  over 
labor  crafts  in   the  theatrical   field. 

However,  the  union  plans  no  move 
whi^h  will  in  any  way  encroach  on 
thc^- :ting  field  or  electrical  work- 
ers domain.  Technicians  such  as 
cameramen,  stagehands,  grips  and 
property  men  are  among  the  crafts 
active  in  television  over  which  the 
IA  has  complete  jurisdiction  in  films 
and  on  the  stage. 

At  the  Miami  huddle,  Minneapolis 
was  selected  as  the  convention  city, 
with  the  organization's  bi-ennial 
conclave  to  start  June  2  and  run 
through  the  week.  It  is  expected 
that  George  E.  Browne,  incumbent 
president,  will  be  a  candidate  to 
succeed  himself.  Whether  or  not 
he  will  be  opposed  has  not  been  in- 
dicated. 

Louis  Krouse,  general  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  IA,  will  leave  New 
York  the  latter  part  of  this  week  to 
select  the  convention's  headquarters 
in  Minneapolis  and  make  other  ar- 
rangements. Record  convention  turn- 
out is  expected. 


i  Conn.  MPTO  to  Discuss 

P.  0.  Dep't  Mail  Box  Ban 

New  Haven— Connecticut  MPTO 
will  meet  at  luncheon  at  12:30  to- 
morrow at  Ceriani's  Restaurant, 
with  Arthur  Lockwood  presiding. 
Herman  Levy,  executive  secretary, 
will  present  the  problem  of  the  post 
office  department  prohibition  of  plac- 
ing theater  advertising  matter  in 
house  mail  boxes.  Complaints  have 
come  especially  from  small  towns  on 
this  restriction.  The  budget  and 
Bingo  committees  will  also  report. 


Local  199  to  Install 


Detroit— Local    199,    IATSE,    will 
install    officers    at    its    annual    ban- 
,    quet    Wednesday    midnight    at    the 
Book  Cadillac  Hotel.    Slate  includes: 
President,    Frank    Kinsora;    Vice- 
president,  T.  J.  Kirby;  financial  sec- 
retary,   Roy    R.    Ruben;    treasurer, 
James  P.  Murtaugh;  recording  sec- 
f    retary,   Joe    Sullivan;   business   rep., 
i    Roger  M.  Kennedy;  "Seventh  Mem- 
i    ber"  of  the  board,  Andrew  Trainer; 
Board    of    Trustees:    Edward    Ram- 
o    sey,  H.  S.  Morton,  and  Ira  Rottell; 
:    sergeant-at-arms,  Jack   Smuckler. 


Consolidated  Adds  Another 

Hominy,  Okla.  —  The  1,200-seat 
Pettit  theater  has  been  sold  by 
Mrs.  Charles  Pettit  and  son,  Harris 
B.  Pettit,  to  Consolidated  Theaters, 
Inc.  C.  R.  McCullough  of  the  Con- 
solidated's  Ritz,  will  manage  both 
theaters. 


Cinema  Club  Plans  Stag 

Cincinnati— Al  Kollitz,  RKO,  is  re- 
ceiving reservations  for  Cincy's 
Cinema  club  stag  dinner  and  enter- 
tainment, Feb.  23,  at  $2.50  a  plate, 
at  the   Queen   City  Variety   Club. 


R€VI€UJS  Of   l)6UJ   flLmSMHUOLANDT 

DENY  ITALIAN  DEALS 


"Honeymoon 
Deferred" 

with  Edmund  Lowe,  Margaret  Lindsay 
Universal  59  Mins. 

MURDER  MYSTERY  WITH  PLENTY  OF 
ACTION  AND  COMEDY  IS  VERY  ENTER- 
TAINING SCREENFARE. 

A  neatly  contrived  murder  mystery  with 
plenty  of  action  and  a  nice  flavoring  of 
comedy,  this  is  thoroughly  entertaining 
screenfare  for  audiences  generally.  Edmund 
Lowe  is  suavely  efficient  as  a  private  in- 
vestigator, and  Margaret  Lindsay  is  attrac- 
tive and  capable  as  his  wife.  Elisabeth  Ris- 
don,  Joyce  Compton,  Chick  Chandler  and 
other  able  performers  turn  in  good  support- 
ing characterizations.  Lew  Landers  directed 
the  picture  with  an  eye  to  action,  suspense 
and  comedy,  and  achieves  all  three  nicely. 
Lowe  and  Miss  Lindsay  are  married  and 
about  to  sail  for  their  honeymoon  when  a 
phone  call  informs  him  that  his  former  boss 
and  friend  has  been  found  dead.  Lowe 
finds  himself  involved  in  a  family  seething 
with  intrigue  and  conflict  for  a  number  of 
reasons.  His  task  is  also  complicated  by  a 
lack  of  co-operation  from  the  police,  but  he 
turns  the  trick  in  a  highly  effective  manner 
with  the  assistance  of  his  wife;  proving  that 
he  man  committed  suicide,  but  a  later  at- 
.empted  murder  was  done  by  the  person 
who  tried  to  make  his  suicide  look  like 
murder  in  order  to  cash  in  on  an  insurance 
policy. 

CAST:  Edmund  Lowe,  Margaret  Lindsay, 
Joyce  Compton,  Elisabeth  Risdon,  Chick 
Chandler,  Anne  Gwynne,  Jerry  Marlowe, 
Cliff  Clark,  Julie  Stevens. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ken  Goldsmith;  Di- 
rector, Lew  Landers;  Screenplay  and  Origi- 
nal Story,  Roy  Chanslor;  Cameraman,  Elwood 
Bredell. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


John  Huston  in  Training 

for  Directorial   Berth 


John  Huston,  heretofore  a  writer 
for  Warners,  is  expected  to  draw  a 
directorial  assignment  upon  his  re- 
turn to  the  Coast  at  the  expiration 
of  his  present  leave  of  absence. 

It  is  with  that  in  view  that  Hus- 
ton at  present  is  directing  "Pas- 
senger in  Bali,"  starring  his  father, 
Walter  Huston.  Play,  heading  for 
Broadway,  opens  what  may  be  its 
last  road  date  tomorrow  night  in 
Boston,  following  New  Haven  and 
Pittsburgh  tryouts. 

Huston  most  recently  did  the 
screenplay  for  Warners'  "Dr.  Ehr- 
lich's    Magic    Bullet." 


Select  Talks  Producing 

Tie  up  with  Boy  Scouts 

Select  Attractions,  Inc.,  has  sec- 
ured for  immediate  production  the 
rights  to  Watford  Glenn's  newest 
story,  "Youth  Marches  On."  Nego- 
tiations are  now  under  way  to  make 
the  pix  in  conjunction  with  The 
Boy  Scouts  of  America. 


"East  Side  Kids" 

with  Leon  Ames,  Dennis  Moore, 
Joyce    Bryant 

Monogram  62  Mins. 

MELLER  ABOUT  REFORMATION  OF 
TOUGH  KIDS  WILL  SERVE  AS  NABE  PRO- 
GRAMMER. 

Designed  as  a  program  offering  for  nabe 
houses,  this  release  will  probably  entertain 
juve  audiences  as  a  gang  of  kids,  billed  as 
"the  original  East  Side  kids,"  are  an  integral 
part  of  the  proceedings.  A  number  of 
ancient  cliches  have  been  worked  into  the 
story  and  there  is  little  new  or  novel  about 
it,  but  it  does  have  a  fairly  lively  pace.  Leon 
Ames,  Dennis  Moore  and  Joyce  Bryant  head 
the  cast.  Director  Bob  Hill  gets  all  there  is 
to  get  from  the  script.  Ames,  a  cop,  at- 
tempts to  reform  a  gang  of  kids  by  interest- 
ing them  in  a  gymnasium  and  boys'  police 
club.  However,  Moore,  a  crook,  gums  up 
the  works  by  getting  the  kids  to  innocently 
spread  counterfeit  money.  Ames  is  dis- 
credited on  the  police  force,  the  kids  are  in 
disgrace,  but  all  comes  out  for  the  best 
after  a  hectic  climax. 

CAST:  Leon  Ames,  Dennis  Moore,  Joyce 
Bryant,  Vince  Barnett,  Dave  0  Brien,  Rich- 
ard Adams,  Maxine  Leslie,  Sam  Edwards, 
Robert  Fiske,  Jack  Edwards,  James  Farley, 
Aiden  Chase,  Fred  Hoose,  Eric  Burtis,  Eddie 
Brian,  Frank  Yaconeili,  Hally  Chester,  Harris 
Berger,  Frankie  Burke,  Donald  Haines,  David 
Durand. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sam  Katzman;  Di- 
rector, Bob  Hill;  Original  Story  and  Screen- 
play, Robert  Lively;  Cameraman,  Art  Reed; 
Editor,   Earl  Turner. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Union  to  Pay  Six  of  15  Men 
in  Springfield  House's  Ork 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  Because  too 
many  musicians  were  after  the  job 
of  playing  at  the  Paramount  The- 
ater, the  plan  of  using  25  men  in 
the  pit  for  a  Sunday  performance 
has  been  discarded  and  another  plan, 
already  agreed  to  by  Nathan  E. 
Goldstein,  president  of  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Theaters,  Inc.,  has 
been  ratified  by  the  executive  board 
of  Local  171,  A  F  of  M. 

Employment  of  15  musicians  will 
be  possible  under  this  agreement  in 
case  the  stage  show  does  not  bring 
its  own  band.  Nine  musicians  will 
be  paid  by  the  theater  and  six  by 
the  union  when  the  theater  books 
vaudeville  acts.  A  standby  charge 
of  $300  will  be  paid  when  an  out- 
side band  is  booked  for  the  week. 


"Robinson"  Set  in  Chi. 

Chicago  —  RKO's  "Swiss  Family 
Robinson"  starts  at  the  RKO  Palace 
Thursday,  backed  by  a  heavy  posting 
campaign;  more  than  150  billboards 
are   being   used. 


Mrs.  Thos.  McElligott  Dead 

Chicago — Mrs.  Thomas  McElligott, 
wife  of  the  chief  engineer  of  B  & 
K's   South  Town  theater  is  dead. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

rival  here  Thursday  that  RKO,  Uni- 
versal, United  Artists  and  Columbia 
had  resumed  business  with  the  Ital- 
ian market. 

Phil  Reisman,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  distribution  for 
RKO,  branded  Banks'  statement  as 
"ridiculous."  RKO,  he  said,  has 
made  no  deals  in  Italy,  adding  that 
Banks'  remarks  were  "absolutely 
false." 

Joe  Seidelman,  foreign  head  of 
Universal,  also  denied  the  report, 
declaring  that  his  company  was 
"sticking  with  the  others  in  with- 
holding product  from  Italy."  No 
such  step,  he  said,  was  contemplated. 

Joe  McConville,  Columbia's  for- 
eign department  chief,  expressed  the 
same  sentiments.  Columbia,  he  de- 
clared, has  made  no  deal  for  dis- 
tribution in  Italy. 


Western  Electric  Reports  1939 
Net  Earnings  of  $16,476,086 

Annual  report  of  Western  Electric 
for  1939  reports  net  earnings  of 
$16,476,086  as  against  a  net  of  $5,- 
734,033  in  1938.  Gross  income  for 
1939  was  $186,860,341  as  against 
$175,163,410  for  1938. 

Dividends  amounted  to  $12,600,000 
or  $2.10  per  share.  Company's  sur- 
plus at  the  end  of  the  year  was  $18,- 
204,000. 


Accumulation  of  25  cents  on  Con- 
solidated Film  Industries  $2  prefer- 
red stock,  payable  April  1  to  stock- 
holders of  record  March  15,  will 
bring  arrears  to  $7.25  a  share. 


"Grapes"  to  Play  Canton 

at  Higher  B.  O.  Tariff 

Canton,  O. — George  A.  Delis,  dis- 
trict manager  of  the  Inter- State 
Theaters  Inc.,  headed  by  A.  G.  Con- 
stant of  Steubenville,  has  announced 
that  "Grapes  of  Wrath"  will  pre- 
miere in  this  territory  at  the  Palace 
here  Friday,  March  1.  The  con- 
tract, he  said  provides  for  extended 
time  showing  at  advanced  prices  but 
there  will  be  no  reserved  seats. 


Col.  C.  B.  Blake  Stricken 

Louisville,  Ky. — Col.  Cincinnatus 
B.  Blake,  67,  veteran  Louisville  the- 
ater man,  died  here  following  a 
year's  illness.  He  had  owned  and 
operated  the  Savoy  here  nearly 
twenty  years. 


Hold   Rites  for  Cruciger 

Canton,  O. — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Richard  Paul  Cruciger, 
29,  former  manager  of  the  Ohio  the- 
ater here,  and  for  the  past  two  years 
manager  of  Warners  Columbia  the- 
ater at  Portsmouth.  Cruciger  died 
in  the  latter  city  following  an  emer- 
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20th-Fox  will  file  their  answers  to 
Questions  1-25  today,  it  was  stated. 
None  of  the  companies  that  have 
filed  their  interrogatories  revealed 
their  net  profits  for  the  years  1935 
through  1938  as  requested  by  the 
Government  with  the  exception  of 
RKO.  Figures  disclosed  by  RKO, 
parent  holding  company,  were  as  fol- 
lows: 1935,  gross  was  $1,212,389  with 
a  net  of  $3,154;  1936,  gross  was  $2,- 
234,423  with  a  net  of  $1,161,168; 
1937,  $1,679,437  with  a  net  of  $771,- 
878;  and  in  1938  the  gross  was 
$1,402,602  with  a  net  of  $273,497.  All 
answers  were  given  as  of  Sept.  1, 
1939. 

Columbia,  Warner  Bros.,  and 
United  Artists  stated  that  they 
would  reveal  their  net  figures  on  in- 
come in  confidential  answers  which 
will  not  be  filed. 

UA's  Four- Year  Grosses 

The  United  Artists  gross  income 
from  1935  through  1938  was  set 
forth  as  follows:  1935,  $10,554,521; 
1936,  $9,707,990;  1937,  $12,909,149; 
and  in  1938  the  gross  totaled  $11,- 
746,985.  UA  explained  that  it  was 
a  privately  owned  company  and  that 
its  net  figures  were  strictly  confi- 
dential. 

In  addition,  Columbia  and  Warner 
Bros,  stated  that  the  names  and 
amounts  for  loans  extended  through 
them  were  confidential.  United  Art- 
ists listed  all  the  films  that  it  dis- 
tributed during  the  1936-37  season 
and  the  number  of  playdates  of  these 
films  with  a  statement  of  the  total 
film  rentals  of  each  picture.  The 
most  profitable  film  for  that  season 
was  "A  Star  Is  Born"  with  a  total 
film  rental  of  $1,374,348  on  10,807 
playdates  in  the  domestic  market. 
This  figure  does  not  include  foreign 
business.  UA,  in  response  to  a 
question  as  to  what  interest  it  held 
in  other  companies,  named  Walter 
Wanger  Productions,  Inc.,  as  its  sole 
outside  interest.  It  holds  12,500 
shares  of  the  Wanger  company's  pre- 
ferred $6  stock  out  of  a  total  of  15,000 
shares  issued,  and  1,200  class  B  com- 
mon, which  was  the  total  issuance. 
It  was  stated  that  UA  does  not  hold 
any  class  A  stock  in  the  Wanger 
company. 

United  Artists  has  no  fixed  in- 
debtedness outstanding  and  no  cur- 
rent loans,  with  its  outstanding  stock 
privately  held  by  the  five  partner 
concerns. 

WB  Interested  in  50  Firms 

Warner  Bros.'  answers  stated  that 
out  of  an  authorized  capital  stock 
issue  of  7,603,107  of  which  103,107 
is  preferred,  there  are  3,801,344 
shares  of  common  issued  and  all  of 
the  preferred.  Warner  Bros,  lists  over 
50  companies  in  which  it  holds  some 
financial  interest.  The  only  company 
which  holds  any  stock  in  it  is  J.  E. 
Brulatour,  Inc.,  with  50  shares,  it 
was  stated.  Five  of  the  questions 
referring  to  current  obligations  and 
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HOLLYWOOD 
20  Mule  Team"  Shooting 
ETRO  has  placed  "Twenty  Mule 
Team"  in  production,  having  set 
up  a  location  camp  at  Death  Valley. 
Wallace  Beery  is  starred,  J.  Walter 
Ruben  is  producer,  and  Richard 
Thorpe  director.  In  the  cast  of  the 
new  film,  which  is  based  on  a  story 
by  Robert  C.  Dusoe  and  Owen  Atkin- 
son, are  Leo  Carrillo,  Noah  Beery, 
Jr.,  Anne  Baxter,  Douglas  Fowley, 
and  Arthur  Hohl. 


Monogram  Buys  "Lighthouse" 

"Lighthouse,"  an  original  by  John 
Reinhardt,  has  been  purchased  by 
Monogram  as  a  vehicle  to  star  Boris 
Karloff,  it  is  announced  by  Scott  R. 
Dunlap,  in  charge  of  production. 
The  author  has  also  been  signed  to 
write  the  screenplay. 


Linda  Darnell,  John  Payne  and  Ro- 
land Young  heading  the  cast,  such  a 
success  that  Darryl  Zanuck  has  giv- 
en her  a  new  contract. 

*        *        * 

Tucker    Marks    Birthday 

Forrest  Tucker,  who  has  one  of  the 
important  roles  in  Sam  Goldwyn's 
"The  Westerner,"  celebrated  his 
birthday.  Among  his  guests  who 
helped  celebrate  were  Helen  Parrish, 
her  mother,  and  Herman  Satorius 
of  New  York  who  is  visiting  Tucker. 

T  T  T 

Foote  Writing  for  Radio 

A  one-time  successful  vaudeville 
skit  writer,  now  an  ace  scenarist, 
Bradbury  Foote,  under  contract  to 
M-G-M,  enters  the  radio  writing  field 
with  his  sale  of  four  of  a  series  of 
10  skits  to  an  advertising  company 
for  use  on  the  air  by  various  Holly- 
wood stars. 


Cuban  Business  Gaining, 

Joseph  McConville  Finds 

Business  conditions  in  Cuba  are 
on  the  up-beat,  according  to  Joseph 
A.  McConville,  Columbia's  foreign 
manager,  recently  returned  from  a 
visit  to  the  island  republic  and  Mex- 
ico. 

Discussing  his  trip,  McConville 
said  that  in  Mexico  City  he  had  seen 
the  latest  Grovas-Oro  feature  which 
Columbia  will  release.  He  charac- 
terized it  as  among  the  very  best 
musicals  yet  to  be  made  below  the 
Rio  Grande.  Production's  title  is 
"Melodias  de  Antano,"  and  will 
probably  premiere  in  Mexico  City's 
Alemeda. 

McConville  plans  to  leave  Friday 
on  the  Grace  Line,  proceeding 
through  the  Panama  Canal  to  coun- 
tries on  the  West  Coast  of  South 
America.  Tentative  schedule  calls 
for  his  crossing  the  Andes  and  visit- 
ing East  Coast  lands  before  return- 
ing in  April  to  New  York. 


Northwest  Passage"  Set 
for  150  Week-end  Dates 


Metro's  "Northwest  Passage"  will 
open  in  about  125  situations  over 
the  week-end  beginning  Feb.  22, 
Washington's  Birthday.  First  show- 
ing of  the  Spencer  Tracy  starring 
film  following  its  world  premiere  to- 
morrow at  the  Pinney  Theater, 
Boise,  Idaho,  will  be  a  day-and- 
date  engagement  at  the  State  and 
Chinese  Theaters,  Los  Angeles,  on 
Wednesday. 

Key  city  holiday  openings  include 
the  Poli,  New  Haven;  Colonial,  Read- 
ing; State  and  Orpheum,  Boston, 
day-and-date;  Poli,  Hartford;  Reg- 
ent, Harrisburg;  Poli,  Worcester; 
Ohio,  Columbus;  Poli,  Bridgeport; 
Loew's,  Canton;  Poli,  Springfield; 
State,  Louisville;  Fox,  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Palace,  Albany.  On  Feb. 
23,  the  picture  will  begin  engage- 
ments at  the  State,  Minneapolis,  and 
the  Paramount,  St.  Paul:  and  on 
Feb.  24,  at  the  Paramount,  Salt 
Lake  City,  and  the  Poli,  Waterbury. 


profits  were  withheld  as  confidential 
and  will  be  submitted  privately. 

Columbia  set  forth  a  fixed  indebt- 
edness of  $1,250,000.  It  was  stated 
that  75,000  shares  of  $2.75  converti- 
ble common  and  367,160  shares  of 
regular  common  out  of  an  authorized 
1,000,000  shares  have  been  issued.  In 
reference  to  a  question  as  to  the 
names  of  persons  and  companies  en- 
gaged in  production  that  had  any 
financial  interest  in  Columbia,  the 
following  four  were  listed:  Celebrity 
Productions,  Inc.,  100  shares;  Frank 
R.  Capra,  15  shares  in  the  form  of 
a  voting  trust;  David  L.  Loew,  an 
18-share  voting  trust;  and  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  a  422-share  voting  trust. 

RKO  Subsidiaries  File  Answers 

Separate   answers   were   filed   not 

only  by  Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Corp., 

but   also    by    RKO    Radio    Pictures, 

Inc.,   Pathe  News,  Inc.,   Van  Buren 


Corp.,  RKO  Proctor,  Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum  Corp.,  and  RKO  Mid- 
west. The  fixed  indebtedness  of  RKO 
Radio  Pictures  as  of  Sept.  1,  1939, 
was  said  to  be  $4,163,869,  secured 
by  an  open  mortgage  of  $3,200,000 
on  its  Hollywood  studio  and  an  addi- 
tional mortgage  of  $963,869  on  the 
Pathe  Studios.  The  figures  given  by 
the  company  in  reference  to  its 
financial  structure  have  been  previ- 
ously revealed  in  RKO  reorganiza- 
tion proceedings. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that 
Pathe  News  for  the  first  time  re- 
vealed its  gross  and  net  earnings  for 
the  years  1935  through  1938.  Fig- 
ures were  set  forth  as  follows:  1935, 
gross  was  $1,756,294  with  a  net  profit 
of  $5,907;  1936,  gross  was  $1,724,505 
with  a  loss  of  $241.00;  1937,  gross 
was  $1,729,627  with  a  net  of  $63,011; 
and  in  1938  the  gross  was  $1,755,079 
with  a  net  of  $97,199. 


J.  J.  NOLAN  NAMED 
RKO'S  STUDIO  HEAD 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  Nolan  will  not  affect  the  status  of 
Harry  Edington,  recently  named  pro- 
duction chief. 

At  the  same  time,  it  was  annourced 
that  RKO  had  acquired  the  oen 
rights  to  Theodore  Dreiser's  novel, 
"Sister  Carrie"  for  production  this 
year. 

Starting  in  the  film  business  20 
years  ago  with  Robertson-Cole,  No- 
lan later  served  in  the  publicity  and 
accounting  departments  in  New 
York  as  well  as  acting  as  assistant 
secretary.  In  1934,  he  was  transfer- 
red to  the  RKO's  Hollywood  studio 
where  he  served  as  assistant  secre- 
tary and  assistant  to  the  president. 


More  Acceptances  Received 
To  Serve  on  Catholic  Com. 


Jack  Alicoate,  Film  Daily;  Harry 
Brandt,  Brandt  Theaters;  Max  Cohen, 
Cinema  Circuit;  Maurice  Kann,  Box 
Office;  John  Kane,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures; John  Murphy,  Loew  Theaters; 
John  O'Connell,  Republic  Pictures; 
Phil  Reisman,  RKO  Radio  Pictures; 
Herman  Robbins,  National  Screen 
Service;  W.  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M; 
George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  Corpora- 
tion; George  Skouras,  Skouras  The- 
aters; and  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  have  accepted  in- 
vitations to  serve  on  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture and  Amusement  Industries  Com- 
mittee to  aid  the  1940  Drive  for 
Catholic  Charities  in  the  Archdio- 
cese of  New  York. 


Dismiss  Vocafilm's  Suit 
Against  Erpi,  WE,  AT  &  T 

Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
on  Saturday  dismissed  the  suit  of 
Vocafilm  Coi'p.  of  America  against 
Erpi,  Western  Electric  and  AT  &  T, 
with  prejudice  to  any  renewal.  The 
plaintiff  had  asked  for  $65,953,125 
damages  in  a  suit  filed  in  July,  1933. 
The  defendants  were  charged  with 
conspiring  in  violation  of  the  anti- 
trust laws  to  force  the  plaintiff  out 
of  the  business  of  manufacturing 
motion  picture  parts  and  accessories. 
No  costs  were  allowed. 


Salesman's  Claim  Against 
Producers  Lab.  is  Upheld 

In  an  action  for  commissions  on 
the  sale  of  the  picture,  "Small  Town 
Idol,"  to  the  Vitaphone  Corp.,  Jos- 
eph Klein,  film  salesman,  obtained 
a  verdict  for  the  full  amount  of  his 
claim  against  Producers  Labora- 
tories, Inc.,  and  Jack  Cosman,  less 
payments  on  account.  Plaintiff  was 
represented  by  Harry  Lewis,  as  at- 
torney, and  Harry  Kosch,  of  coun- 
sel. Defendants  were  represented 
by  Sheer  &  DeLemos,  Max  Shalleck, 
of  counsel. 
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of  co-ordinator  for  indie  exhibs.  .  .  . 
(Samuel  Goldwyn  asked  the  court  to 
dec— "his  UA  contract  cancelled  .  .  . 
(Maioin  Dies  intimated  Hollywood 
was  in  for  an  anti-American  probe 
.  .  .  Wall  St.  forecast  $4,000,000  prof- 
it for  Para.  .  .  .  Storm  in  East  closed 
some  theaters,  cut  biz  50-60  per  cent 
.  .  .  Republic  announced  four  $750,- 
000  specials  for  1940-41. 


FOREIGN 


o  ON  THREE  FRONTS:  Argen- 
tina's film  imports  from  the  U.  S. 
total  70  per  cent  of  pictures  shown 
there  .  .  .  Canada's  arbitration  sys- 
tem functioned  well  in  1939,  106 
cases  of  exhib.-distrib.  differences 
being  settled  .  .  .  Under  aegis  of 
Henri  Torres  as  director  of  the  film 
section    of    the   French   Propaganda 

{Office,  production  in  that  country  is 

,;in  for  a  speedy  pick-up. 

20th-Fox  Prints  Destroyed 
as  Nazis  Sink  S.S.  Songa 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

'destined  for  Holland  going  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Irish  sea  when  the 
Cosmopolitan  Lines  S.  S.  Songa  was 
either  torpedoed  or  destroyed  by  a 

'mine.    Prints  of  "Drums  Along  The 

\  Mohawk,"  "Charlie  Chan  In  The  City 
In  Darkness"  and  a  Terrytoon  were 

'  included  in  the  shipment  lost. 


news  Of  TH€  DAY 


Cynthiana,  Ky. — Carl  Rohs,  who 
operates  the  Rohs  Theater  here,  is 
building  another  one,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  for  opening  Easter 
week. 


Louisville,  Ky. — Carroll  Hannah, 
manager  of  the  Brown  Theater  here 
for  several  years,  resigned  to  go 
into  the  hotel  business  in  Florida. 
The  house  belongs  to  the  Fourth 
Avenue  Amusement  Co.'s  downtown 
string. 


Kansas  City — J.  H.  Rogatnick,  of 
Minneapolis,  has  been  transferred 
by  Universal  to  the  Kansas  City 
office   as   district  booker. 


Downers  Grove,  111. — Don  Theater 
Co.  has  been  formed  here  by  Harry 
Munns,  C.  A.  Schram  and  W.  Alex- 
ander, to  operate  theaters. 


Lawrenceville,  III.  —  Charles  D. 
Carter  and  B.  N.  Yosowitz  have  or- 
ganized the  Carter  "Theater  Corp.  to 
manage  theaters  in  this  territory. 


Chicago — The  new  Galewood  The- 
ater, projected  for  North  and  Nagle 
Aves.,  by  the  J.  C.  Jensen  Co.,  has 


been    postponed,    owing   to   unsatis- 
factory business  conditions. 


Chicago  —  The  Dudley  Gazzollo 
Theater  Co.  has  been  organized  by 
Gazzollo  Brothers,  with  offices  at 
2329  W.  Madison  St.,  to  operate 
theaters. 


Chicago  —  Gil  Martin,  formerly 
with  the  Gregory  Circuit,  has  been 
named  city  manager  for  the  Alger 
Circuit  at  Urbana,  and  Champaign, 
111. 


Chicago — Harry  Goldman,  form- 
erly booker  for  the  Lasker  Theater 
circuit,  has  joined  the  Chicago  War- 
ner Exchange  as  country  salesman 
in  the   Southern  Illinois   territory. 


Lee,  Mass. — Elizabeth  Formento's 
new  theater  on  Main  St.  will  open 
March  23,  Easter  Saturday.  Ex- 
hibitress  also  operates  the  Park  here. 


Oklahoma  City  — W.  P.  Moran, 
Southwestern  Theaters  executive 
here,  has  been  named  chairman  of  a 
special  entertainment  committee  of 
The  Variety  Club  Tent  22  here  to 
plan  a  series  of  parties  designed  to 
raise  funds  for  club  charities. 


U.  S,  PATENT  SYSTEM 
IMPAIRMENT  OPPOSED 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  U.  S.  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  which  recently  quer- 
ied its  affiliates  on  Government  reg- 
ulation of  business,  yesterday  re- 
ported these  reactions: 

1.  Any  proposals  having  for 
their  object  the  control  of  industries 
by  governmental  agencies  should  be 
opposed. 

2.  The  patent  system  should  be 
maintained  without  impairment,  in- 
cluding freedom  of  patentees  to 
grant    licenses    restricted   to    use. 

3.  Existing  remedies  under  the 
anti-trust  laws  are  ample  and  can 
and  should  be  enforced  in  an  order- 
ly manner. 

4.  Proposals  for  addition  of  more 
civil  remedies  to  the  anti-trust  laws 
should  be   opposed. 

5.  Such  rights  as  the  anti-trust 
laws  now  contain  to  permit  reason- 
able arrangements  should  be  pre- 
served. 

6.  Extension  of  the  Clayton  Act 
to  give  the  FTC  authority  as  to  ac- 
quisition of  assets  by  corporations 
should  be  opposed. 


Producers  Say  Wage  Boost 
Unwarranted;  Adjourn  Talks 


Co-op  Ad  Campaign  Backs 
Advance  "Grapes"  Dates 

At  the  week-end  20th-Fox  had 
closed  more  than  220  dates  for  "The 
Grapes  Of  Wrath"  on  a  pre-release 
basis  which  will  give  the  picture 
extended  playing  time  and  special 
terms  in  first-run  houses  in  keys 
throughout  the  country. 

Advance  bookings  will  also  be 
backed  by  the  largest  co-operative 
ad.  campaign  ever  undertaken  by  the 
company,  according  to  Charles  E. 
McCarthy,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity.  More  than  350,000 
lines  of  co-op  advertising  has  al- 
ready been  set,  and  6,000  24-sheet 
boards  are  being  used  to  supplement 
this  campaign.  Spot  radio  plugs  will 
also  be  used. 


Mono.  Adds  Office  Space 

at  the  Talisman  Studios 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Monogram  is  expand- 
ing its  offices  in  the  Talisman  stu- 
dios to  accommodate  the  Paul  Mal- 
vern unit  which  is  moving  from 
6606  Sunset  Boulevard.  Malvern  will 
occupy  offices  formerly  quartering 
Charles  Bigelow's  production  staff 
which  will  take  over  the  Benny 
Zeidman  suite. 

Malvern's  first  picture  on  Mono- 
gram's current  scheduled  will  be 
"Queen  of  the  Yukon,"  based  on  the 
Jack  London  story. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

which  time  the  producers  submitted 
figures  to  show  that  continuation  of 
the  10  per  cent  wage  increase  grant- 
ed last  Fall  is  unwarranted,  meeting 
was  adjourned  for  preparation  of 
more  detailed  data. 

No  date  was  set  for  the  continu- 
ance. Statement  of  the  adjournment 
was  issued  jointly  by  the  producers 
and  union  representatives.  Under 
terms  of  the  pact  signed  when  the 
wage  increase  went  into  effect,  a 
revision  was  made  possible  by  stipu- 
lating conferences  in  February  of 
this  year  to  further  discuss  the  mat- 
ter. 


Schine  Directors  Re-name 
J.  Myer  Schine  President 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — All  nine  di- 
rectors were  re-elected  at  the  annual 
stockholders'  meeting  of  Schine  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  held  at  the  corpora- 
tion's offices  in  the  Schine  building. 
After  the  stockholders'  meeting,  the 
directors  convened  and  renamed  J. 
Myer  Schine  president  of  the  cir- 
cuit, with  Louis  W.  Schine  treasur- 
er and  secretary  in  charge  of  the- 
ater operations. 

Other  officers  include:  John  A. 
May,  comptroller,  and  Miss  Florence 
Thompson,  assistant  secretary  and 
office  manager. 

Directors  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  are:  J.  M.  Schine,  L.  W.  Schine, 
J.  A.  May,  Hildegarde  Schine,  Mar- 
tha R.  Schine,  J.  Guy  Selmser,  F.  L. 
Thompson,  Fred  Billingham  and  At- 
torney Gordon  Park  Young. 
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FORECAST  $225,000 
6WTW  ATLANTA  GROSS 


Atlanta,  Ga.— GWTW,  which  had 
its  world  premiere  here  on  Dec.  15 
and  which  at  the  time  was  expected 
to  stay  five  or  six  weeks,  finally  is 
ready  to  bow  out  after  10  weeks. 
Pix  started  its  last  seven-day  stanza 
at  Loew's   Grand  theater   Saturday. 

On  the  basis  of  what  the  picture 
has  done  to  date,  as  well  as  the 
advance  for  the  remainder  of  en- 
gagement, it  is  expected  the  total 
local  gross  for  the  10  weeks  will 
approximate  $225,000.  GWTW,  of 
course,  has  set  a  record  for  con- 
tinuous run  of  a  first-run  pix  here. 


Wilmington,  Del.  —  Fourth  week 
holdover  of  GWTW  at  Loew's  The- 
ater establishes  new  house  record. 
It's  initial  first-run  engagement  of 
more  than  two  weeks  there. 


Montgomery,  Ala.  —  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  is  in  its  third  week  here, 
an  all-time  record.  Showing  at  the 
Paramount  the  first  week,  it  was 
switched  to  the  Empire,  where  it 
continues. 


Akron,  O.— GWTW  in  its  first 
week  at  Loew's  grossed  $44,000,  a 
money  record  for  the  Rubber  City. 
Picture  may  go  three  weeks. 


Meriden,  Conn.  —  Loew's,  Inc. 
opened  the  1,022-seat  Poli  Theater, 
closed  for  the  past  five  years,  for 
the  GWTW  holdover.  Nat  Rubin, 
assistant  at  the  Loew-Poli,  New  Ha- 
ven, is  temporarily  assisting  Joe 
Samartano   in   Meriden. 


Louisville,  Ky.— GWTW  is  held 
for  a  third  week  at  Loew's  here, 
while  across  the  street,  the  Mary 
Anderson  has  held  "The  Fighting 
69th"   for  a  third. 


Albuquerque,  N.  M.— The  Sun- 
shine is  holding  GWTW  for  an  ad- 
ditional week. 


Chicago — Indiana  and  Illinois  cir- 
cuit has  set  GWTW  to  open  at  Elk- 
hart, Mich.,  on  Feb.  29  and  at  Mich- 
igan City  on   Mar.  7. 


Lucas-Jenkins  to  Build 

Largest  Atlanta  Nabe 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Construction  of  a 
$40,000  nabe  theater  will  be  begun 
within  the  next  two  weeks,  it  has 
been  announced  by  Lucas  &  Jen- 
kins, Inc. 

The  new  theater  will  be  the  larg- 
est nabe  in  Atlanta,  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  1,250  persons  including 
a  balcony.  Average  seating  capac- 
ity of  present  neighborhood  theaters 
in  Atlanta  is  only  600. 

The  building  will  be  fireproof  with 
marquee,  basement  and  mezzanine. 
It  will  be  located  in  the  heart  of 
the  West  End  section  where  Lucas 
&  Jenkins  for  several  years  have 
been  operating  the  West  End  and 
Cascade   theaters. 


GWTW,  "Fighting  69th"  and  "Vigil  in  Night" 
Unite  to  Give  Providence  Holdover  Records 

Providence — GWTW  is  in  its  fourth  week  at  Loew's  State  here  while  "Fighting 
69th,"  after  a  two  week's  run  at  the  Majestic,  has  moved  over  to  Carlton  Theater 
for  a  third  week.  In  memory  of  veteran  theater  followers,  this  is  first  time 
in  history  that  two  pictures  playing  simultaneously  in  city  have  gone  beyond  a 
seccnd  week  holdover.  Also  on  hold-over  lists  is  "Vigil  in  Night,"  now  in  its  second 
week  at  RKO-Albee;  making  another  "first"  in  local  theater  history  of  three  hold- 
overs current  in  town.  GWTW  in  three  weeks  grossed  $119,442.  Four-week  run  is 
expected   to   hit  the  $150,000   mark. 


Six  Broadway  Theaters  Require  Only 
71  Features  From  Sept.  1  to  Date 


(Continued  f 

during  the  approximately  25  weeks, 
which  arbitrarily  represent  virtually 
the  entire  first  half  of  the  season, 
the  six  houses, — Radio  City  Music 
Hall,  Roxy.  Capitol,  Strand,  Para- 
mount and  Rivoli, — played  an  aggre- 
gate of  only  71  features.  Full  sig- 
nificance can  be  realized  by  citing 
the  fact  that  had  the  six  houses 
changed  their  programs  each  week, 
they  would  have  consumed  some  150 
pictures. 

So  much  playing  time  was  given 
to  the  group  of  71  features  that  the 
average-per-picture  run  is  in  excess 
of  two  weeks. 

The  Rivoli,  which  on  Sept.  1  was 
showing  for  the  third  week  "When 
Tomorrow  Comes,"  has  had  only 
eight  pictures  on  its  screen  to  date. 
These  are.  inclusive  of  the  forego- 
ing, "The  Under-Pup,"  "Real  Glory," 
"Jamaica  Inn,"  "First  Love,"  "Des- 
try  Rides  Again,"  "Light  That 
Failed"  and  the  current  "Grapes  Of 
Wrath."  Four  of  these  films  ran  for 
four  weeks  each, — "Real  Glory," 
"Jamaica  Inn,"  "Destrv  Rides 
Aa-ain"  and  "Light  That  Failed." 
"Grapes  of  Wrath"  is  now  in 
its  fourth  week  and  going  strong. 
"First  Love"  got  three  weeks  and 
"Under-Pup"  two.  There  were  no 
sinp'le-weekers. 

Strand  exhibited  only  10  during 
the  span.  In  order,  and  number  of 
weeks  indicated  after  each  they  were 
"Old  Maid"  (three  of  its  six  weeks 
were  pursuant  to  Sent.  1) :  "Es- 
pionage Aa'ent."  2:  "Dust  Be  My 
Destinv"  2:  "On  Your  Toes,"  1; 
"Dead  End  Kids  on  Dress  Parade," 
?:  "Roaring  20's."  3:  "Elizabeth  and 
Fs=ex,"  3:  "Four  Wives."  3:  "In- 
visible Stripes,"  2;  and  "The  Fiaht- 
ine-  69th,"  now  in  its  fourth  week. 

Paramount  played  11:  "Star 
Maker."  3:  "Honevmoon  in  Bali,"  3: 
"What  a  Life,"  "Disputed  Passage." 


Variety  Post  Sets  Benefit 

Cleveland  —  A.  M.  Goodman,  UA 
branch  manager  is  chairman  of  the 
Variety  Post  committee  in  charge 
of  the  Post  benefit  midnight  show 
q.t  the  Circle  Theater  on  March  15. 
Members  of  the  committee  assisting1 
Goodman  are  LeRoy  Kendis.  Howard 
Roth  and  Dick  Deutsch.  Funds  col- 
lected will  be  used  to  send  under- 
privileged bovs  to  camp  next  sum- 
mer. John  Himmelein  is  commander 
of  the  Post. 
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"Rulers  of  the  Sea,"  "Cat  and  the 
Canary,"  and  "The  Great  Victor 
Herbert,"  2  each;  "Gulliver's  Trav- 
els," 4;  "Remember  the  Night,"  3; 
"Geronimo,"  1;  and  "Sidewalks  of 
London,"   now   in   its   first   week. 

Capitol  handled  an  even  dozen, 
commencing  the  span  with  the  third 
week  of  "Wizard  of  Oz."  "Lady 
of  the  Tropics"  and  "Blackmail"  got 
one  week  each;  "The  Women,"  3; 
"Thunder  Afloat,"  1;  "Babes  in 
Arms,"  3;  "Dancing  Co-Ed"  and 
"Marx  Brothers  at  the  Circus,"  one 
each;  "Another  Thin  Man."  2;  "Sec- 
ret of  Dr.  Kildare"  and  "Remember," 
one  each;  preceding  GWTW,  now  in 
its  ninth  week. 

Music  Hall  has  had  13  pix,  ushered 
in  bv  second  week  of  "Fifth  Ave. 
Girl."  "Golden  Boy,"  "Nurse  Edith 
Cavell"  and  "Intermezzo"  got  two 
each;  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washing- 
ton" and  "Ninotchka,"  three  each; 
"We  Are  Not  Alone"  2;  "Balalaika," 
two  plus;  "Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame,"  close  to  2;  "His  Girl  Fri- 
day" and  "Shop  Around  the  Corner" 
two  each:  "Swiss  Familv  Robinson," 
1;  and  "I  Take  This  Woman,"  cur- 
rently in  its  first  week. 

Roxy  accounted  for  17.  including 
"Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes" 
which  was  plaving  at  season's  out- 
set. Then  followed  "The  Rains 
Came."  3;  "Here  I  Am  a  Stranger" 
and  "Eternally  Yours."  1  each:  "Hol- 
lywood Cavalcade,"  2:  "20  000  Men 
a  Year."  1:  "Drums  Alone-  the  Mo- 
hawk," 3:  "Davtime  Wife."  "House- 
keeper's Daughter"  and  "Barricade." 
1  each:  "Everything-  Happens  at 
Niaht"  and  "Swanee  River."  2  each: 
"Raffles."  "He  Married  His  Wife" 
and  "Brother  Rat  and  a  Babv."  1 
each:  "Little  Old  New  York,"  2: 
and  "Of  Mice  and  Men"  which  opened 
last  Friday. 


Bands  for  Grand  Rapids 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. — Keith's,  a 
Butterfield  house,  is  featuring  top 
name  bands  in  addition  to  pictures. 
Duke  Ellington  arrives  Feb.  18,  Don 
Bestor  on  the  29th,  Clyde  McCoy  on 
March  14  and  Vincent  Lopez  on 
March  21. 


Week-end  Band  Policy 

Chicago — Warner  Theater  Circuit 
is  adding  "name"  bands,  to  week-end 
stage  bills  at  the  Straford  Theater. 


COMMITTEES  NAMED 
FOR  SMPE  CONCLAVE 


Committees  for  the  Spring  con- 
vention of  the  SMPE.  scheduled  for 
Chalfonte-Haddon  Hall,  Atlantic 
City,  April  22-25,  have  beeri^  ap- 
pointed by  E.  A.  Williford,  pre^"  ant. 

Convention's  technical  sessions 
will  be  held  in  the  hotel's  Viking 
Room,  the  get-together  luncheon  in 
the  Benjamin  West  Room  and  the 
semi-annual  banquet  and  dance  in 
the   Rutland   Room. 

Committees  functioning  are: 

Reception  and  Local  Arrangements — Harry 
Blumberg,  chairman;  M.  C.  Batsel,  A.  B. 
Fieeman,  C.  A.  Seubert,  C.  W.  Treen,  E.  O. 
Wilschke.  W.  J.  Charles,  M.  Lewis,  W.  Con- 
ner, E.  W.  Kellogg.  H.  Walters,  F.  B.  Evans, 
and    L.    Ratener. 

Registration  and  Information — W.  C.  Kunz- 
mann.  chairman;  E.  R.  Geib,  J.  Frank,  Jr. 
and   F.   Hohmeister. 

Hotel  and  Transportation — E.  O.  Wilschke 
chairman;  S.  Abrams,  C.  Cohen,  F.  J.  Bet 
telli,  C.  A.  Seubert,  B.  Blumberg,  C.  Pres 
grave,  J.  Defrenes,  H.  J.  Maire,  and  G.  L 
Dimmick. 

Publicity — T.  Haber,  chairman;  S.  Harris, 
J.  J.  Finn,  P.  A.  McGuire,  and  F.  H.  Richard- 
son. 

Convention  Projection — H.  Griffin,  chairman; 
M.  C.  Batsel,  M.  Lewis,  C.  W.  Treen,  H. 
Blumberg.  H.  Walters,  F.  Hohmeister,  E.  O. 
Wilschke.  W.  J.  Charles,  and  A.  B.  Freeman, 
officers  and  members  Projectionists  Local  310, 
IATSE. 

Banquet  and  Dance — M.  C.  Batsel,  chair- 
man; H.  Blumberg,  W.  J.  Charles,  E.  O. 
Wilschke.  E.  W.  Kellogg,  H.  Walters,  O.  F. 
Neu.  B.  Blumberg,  A.  B.  Freeman,  and  C.  W. 
Treen. 

Ladies'  Reception  Committee — Mrs.  O.  F 
Neu.  hostess;  assisted  by  Mrs.  M.  C.  Batsel 
Mrs.  H.  Blumberg.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Freeman, 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Wilschke,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Treen,  Mrs 
B.  Blumberg.  and  Miss  L.  A.  Mover,  Social 
Director,    Chalfonte-Haddon   Hall. 


"Cash  Night"  Investigation 
Results  In  Two  Arrests 


Helena,  Ark. — Two  persons  have 
been  arrested  here  following  inves- 
tigation of  operation  of  "cash  night" 
at  the  Paramount  and  Pastime 
theaters.  John  Oxford,  managei 
has  been  charged  with  embezzle 
ment  and  obtaining  money  undei 
false  pretense;  Fred  Pyland,  type- 
writer salesman,  was  charged  witli 
larceny  by  trick  and  obtaining  mone>; 
under  false  pretenses. 

Deputy  Prosecuting  Attorney  John 
Anderson  said  it  was  found  that 
names  of  persons  regularly  attend- 
ing the  show  on  "cash  night"  and 
many  of  those  who  had  registered, 
were  not  included  in  the  "hopper': 
from  which  the  winning  name  was 
drawn. 

Roy  Hale,  an  employe  of  Rich- 
ards-Lightman  Co.,  operators  of  the 
theaters,  has  been  placed  in  charge 
here. 


Westport  Reopening  Feb.  22 

Westport,  Conn. — George  Comden 
announces  a  Feb.  22  opening  date 
for  his  remodeled  and  enlarged  Fine 
Arts  Theater.  The  house  has  been 
increased  from  499  to  714  seats,  and 
a  new  Colonial  front  constructed 
The  interior  has  also  been  completely 
remodeled,  and  re-equipped. 
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Four  Industry  Stocks  Among  Those  Colled  by  British 

SUBSEQUENT  RUNS  AFFECTED  BY  WAVE  OF  HOLDOVERS 

Wallis  Sees  Right  Pix  Here  Offsetting  Drop  Abroad 


1940-41     Lineup    Won't    Be 

Keyed  to  Any  "Trend," 

WB  Exec.  Says 

Production  of  the  proper  type  of 
features  by  the  U.  S.  industry  can 
compensate  to  a  large  degree  for 
foreign 
market  losses 
which  are  the 
i  n  e  v  i  t  a  ble 
con  sequence 
of  European 
hostilities,  it 
was  asserted 
v  e  s  t  e  r  d  ay 
afternoon  by 
Hal  B.  Wal- 
lis, associate 
executive  in 
charge  of 
p  r  o  d  u  ction 
for  Warner 
Bros.,  upon 
his  arrival  in  New  York  from  Bur- 

(Continucd  on  Page  8) 

UNLICENSED  16  MM. 
SHOWS  HIT  IN  CHI. 


HAL    B.    WALLIS 


Chicago — A  drive  is  under  way 
here  to  stop  the  showing  of  16  mm. 
pictures  without  a  city  permit  in 
taverns.  Joseph  Good,  owner  of  the 
Good  Tavern,  was  arrested  for  show- 

(Continucd  on  Page  5) 

Funeral  Rites  Tomorrow 

for  Barrett,  Board  Exec. 

Funeral   services   will   be   held    in 
Riverside  Memorial  Chapel,  76th  St. 
{Continued  on  Page  3) 


WB  to  he  Consulted 
On  Coin-in-Slot  Pix 

Chicago — Warner  Bros,  is  reported  to 
be  interested  in  the  new  "nickle-in-the- 
slot"  movies  novelty.  Dave  Dollnig, 
manager  of  the  films  department  of 
Mills  Novelty  Co.,  has  gone  to  Holly- 
wood to  consult  with  Warners  regard- 
ing Mills'  automatic  Sono-Vision  ma- 
chine. Device  shows  six  three-minute 
movies   with    music   for   five   cents. 


Paramount,  Metro  and  20th-Fox  Serve 

Interrogatory  Replies  on  the  Government 

Paramount  Pictures,  Metro  and  20th-century  Fcx  yesterday  served  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment replies  to  the  D  of  J's  first  24  interrogatories.  The  replies  were  not  filed 
in  the  Federal  Court  in  answer  to  a  request  of  Paramount  and  M-C-M  that  they  be 
considered  confidential  until  March  1.  Universal  will  file  its  answers  within  the  next 
day  or  two. 

Replies  of  20th-Fcx  will  probably  be  disclosed  today,  it  was  learned  last  night. 
Paramount,  Universal  and  M-G-M  gave  as  their  reason  for  requesting  confidential 
treatment  that  certain  figures  were  prepared  in  haste  and  required  rechecking  and  pos- 
sible correction.  William  P.  Farnsworth,  special  assistant  attorney  general  in  charge 
of  the  local  office  of  the  anti-trust  department,  left  for  Washington  yesterday  with 
the  majcrs'   replies  for  consultation   there. 


RCA'S  LOAN  TO  RKO 
UNDER  FIRE  IN  SUIT 


Charging  negligence  and  wasteful 
management  and  the  illegal  assign- 
ment of  patent  rights  and  assets, 
J.  Webster  Manning,  holder  of  1,000 
shares  of  RCA  common,  yesterday 
filed  a  stockholders'  suit  for  more 
than  $270,000,000  against  RCA, 
Westinghouse   and   General   Elecrtic 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Springfield  to  Get  GWTW 
Back  After  Month's  Lapse 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  comes  back  to  Springfield 
on  March  10  after  playing  to  91,000 
persons  at  Loew's  Poli  where  it  end- 
ed a  run  Feb.  15.    Picture  goes  into 

(.Continued  on  Page  6) 


FIRE  HAZARD  SURVEY 
FOR  MARYLAND  HOUSES 


Baltimore,  Md.  —  Inspection  of 
every  film  theater  in  Maryland,  out- 
side of  Baltimore,  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  fire  hazards  is  to  be 
undertaken  by  inspectors  for  the 
State  Board  of  Motion  Picture  Cen- 
sors. The  Board  will  act  in  co-op- 
eration   with    the    State    Insurance 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Hollywood  Studios  Send 

Eight  Pix  Before  Cameras 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Eight  new  pictures 
are  scheduled  to  go  into  production 
this  week. 

At    Columbia:     Larry     Darmour's 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


British-Owned  Securities  of  Loew's, 
Para.,  RCA  and  du  Pont  Must  be  Sold 


Schools  Film  Committee 

Says  Circuits  Fail  to  Aid 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  "indus- 
try's present  policy  of  offering  all 
things  for  all  audiences  on  the  same 
level"  was  expressed  by  Mrs.  Alonzo 
Klaw,  chairman  of  the  Schools'  Mo- 
tion Picture  Committee,  in  a  letter 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Four  amusement  stocks  were  in- 
cluded among  the  partial  mobiliza- 
tion of  British-owned  American  se- 
curities which  was  ordered  by  the 
British  government  Sunday.  The 
treasury  announced  that  all  private 
holders  of  a  list  of  60  U.  S.  securi- 
ties must  sell  their  holdings  to  the 
Government  at  last  Saturday's  mar- 
ket value  in  New  York.  Listed 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Long    Runs   of    Pix   Reported 

Bringing  Complications 

In  Many  Situations 

Current  wave  of  extended  runs 
and  moveovers  has  created  a  seri- 
ous shortage  of  major  product  among 
second  and  subsequent-run  theaters 
in  several  situations,  with  the  result 
that  independent  pictures  are  get- 
ting strong  breaks,  a  key  city  check- 
up shows.  In  many  spots,  dishes 
and  other  premiums  are  being  used 
to  bolster  trade  because  of  the  lack 
of    major   features. 

A  prime  example  is  the  situation 
in  Buffalo.  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
is  putting  the  later  runs  and  subse- 
quents  about  seven  pictures  behind 
schedule.       Local    exhibitors    expect 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

HIGH  WIND  HITS  B.O. 
ON  EASTERN  SEABOARD 


A  40-mile  wind  that  drove  a  steady 
rain  before  it  brought  with  it  a 
slump  at  Broadway  box-office  yes- 
terday   and    last    night    as    theater 

(Continued  on  Page   3) 

Roxy,  Trans-Lux  Raise 

$1,996  for  Finnish  Aid 

Finnish  Relief  Fund  collections  at 
the  Roxy  Theater  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  brought  a  check  for  $1,350  to 

(Continued    on    Page    5) 


Hays,  Storm  Casualty; 
Sprains  Ankle  fit  Chi. 

Will  H.  Hays,  film  industry  administra- 
tor, literally  rode  into  New  York  yester- 
day from  the  Coast.  Upon  alighting 
from  the  20th  Century  Limited,  he  com- 
mandeered a  perch  atop  his  own  luggage 
which  a  "red  cap"  had  placed  on  a 
hand-truck.  Reason  was  a  painfully 
sprained  ankle  which  the  General  suf- 
fered in  Chicago  on  Sunday  during  a 
storm.  The  trade  press  beys  who  tried 
to  keep  up  with  the  hand-truck  in  order 
to  interview  General  Hays,  as  he  rode 
"side-saddle,"  had  quite  a  workout. 
The  "red  cap,"  proud  of  his  distinguished 
passenger,  scurried  along  like  Man  of 
War   in  his  prime. 
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High     Low 

Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)    7'/8       7 

Columbia    Picts.    pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1  1 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd 

East.   Kodak   155 1/2  153 

do  pfd 

Gen.     Th.     Eq 13'/4     13         13 1/4   +     V4 

Loew's,    Inc 36'/2     36         36 1/4  —     % 

do    pfd 107%  1077/s   107%  —     V4 

Paramount    8%       7'/2       8'/8   +     % 

Paramount  1st  pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd..      9V2       93/8       91/2   +     V4 

Pathe  Film   11 1/4     105/8     11        +     1/4 

RKO     13/8       1%       1%      

20th    Century-Fox     . .    12l/4     12  12V4   +      1/4 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 89 

Warner  Bros 4'/j 

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.102       102       102       +     l/2 

Loew's    deb.    3'/2s46 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3  V4s47     

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

RKO    6s41     643/3     64         643/8  —     i/8 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  87  87         87        +     '/2 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1        +     '/8 

Sonotone  Corp 1  %       l_5/8       1 5/8   _j-     i/a 

Technicolor 153/8 

Trans-Lux   1  % 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     334 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100 1/2  104 

Fox    Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..   71%     73i/2 
Roy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 66%     68% 


AAAA  Resolution  Expected 
To  Strengthen  AGVA  Position 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  AAAA 
international  board  at  the  week-end 
are  expected  materially  to  strength- 
en the  position  of  the  American 
Guild  of  Variety  Artists  in  the  en- 
tertainment field,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday.  Resolutions  asked  mem- 
ber unions  of  the  AAAA  to  pass  on 
them  this  week. 

Principal  results  will  be  to  force 
agents  to  sign  with  AGVA  as  the 
union's  members  will  be  instructed 
to  seek  other  agents  at  contract  ex- 
piration unless  the  agent  is  accredit- 
ed with  the  union;  and  membership 
will  be  spurred  as  the  resolutions 
contain  a  clause  which  will  instruct 
members  of  other  4A  unions  not  to 
work  with  AGVA  members  unless 
they  are  paid  up. 


Pinocchio's"  National 

Release  for  Easter  Week 


"Pinnochio"  will  be  released  na- 
tionally during  Easter  week,  coast- 
to-coast  dates  having  been  set.  The 
Walt  Disney  production  currently  is 
playing  only  in  New  York  and  Los 
Angeles. 


"Pinocchio's"  second  week  at  the 
Center  Theater,  which  winds  up  to- 
morrow, will  outgross  the  first,  ac- 
cording to  Manager  John  Kenneth 
Hyatt.  The  "take"  for  last  Friday 
was  the  biggest  for  any  week  day 
of  the  run  to  date,  including  the 
opening.  The  b.o.  line  throughout 
Saturday  and  Sunday  varied  from 
one  to  three  blocks  in  length. 


First  "New"  U.  S.  Pix  Seen 
in  Italy  in  More  Than  Year 
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FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


"Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up," 
the  first  relatively  new  American 
picture  to  be  shown  in  Rome  since 
January,  1939,  caused  a  stampede  in 
the  Italian  capital,  according  to 
cable  advices  received  here.  Police 
were  called  to  control  the  crowds 
which  stormed  for  seats  in  the  the- 
ater. It  was  explained  here  yester- 
day by  Joseph  Seidelman,  Univers- 
al's  foreign  department  head,  that 
the  Deanna  Durbin  picture  was 
among  the  last  group  to  be  distrib- 
uted in  Italy  before  Universal  pulled 
its  business  out  of  the  country. 


Ohio  ITO  Parley  to  Talk 

Preferred   Playing  Time 

Columbus,  O. — Preferred  playing 
time  issue  will  receive  attention  at 
the  ITO  of  Ohio's  convention  at  the 
Neil  House  here  Feb.  28-29.  Exhib. 
unit  is  claiming  that  preferred  play- 
ing time  is  not  so  generally  de- 
manded as  it  is  in  Ohio. 

Convention  also  will  throw  a  spot- 
light on  observance  of  cancellation 
promises  by  distribs.  and  will  fur- 
ther consider  the  effect  of  National 
Screen's  new  subsidiary,  Advertis- 
ing Accessories,  on  exhibs. 


Mohawk  Film  Corp.  Gets 

Charter  as  Distributor 


Albany — Mohawk  Film  Corp.,  New 
York  City,  has  been  chartered  to 
distribute  motion  picture  films.  Ed- 
win K.  Lingren,  John  E.  Cosgrove, 
David  H.  Jackman  are  the  incor- 
porators. 

Happy  Home  Amusement  Corp., 
Inc.,  Richmond  Borough,  New  York 
City,  has  also  been  incorporated  to 
operate  motion  picture  theaters  by 
Freida  Golod,  H.  David  Epstein, 
Charles  G.  Luloff. 


Bernhard  Out  of  Danger 
But  Recovery  Complicated 

Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager 
of  Warner  Theaters,  is  definitely  out 
of  danger,  although  his  recovery 
from  a  gall  bladder  and  appendicitis 
operation,  was  complicted  with  pneu- 
monia. 

Doctors  will  permit  him  to  see 
visitors  in  another  week  or  10  days. 


Jack  Ginsberg  Stricken; 

Paterson  Rites  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  this 
morning  at  11  o'clock  at  the  Taharas 
Israel  Funeral  Chapel,  Paterson,  N. 
J.,  for  Jack  Ginsberg,  46,  New  York 
and  New  Jersey  exhibitor.  Ginsberg, 
who  died  suddenly  Sunday  night,  op- 
erated the  Majestic  Theater,  Pat- 
erson, and  the  Beacon  Theater,  Bea- 
con, N.  Y.  In  addition  ot  his  wife, 
Jean,  and  two  children,  Bernard  and 
Rita,  he  is  survived  by  his  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Ginsberg. 


Expect  "Mice  and  Men" 

to  Stay  Three  at  Roxy 

"Of  Mice  and  Men"  is  expected 
to  run  three  weeks  at  the  Roxy, 
Broadway,  it  was  indicated  yester- 
day, following  three  of  the  biggest 
days  the  house  has  had.  During  the 
three  opening  days,  the  picture 
played  to  56,812  persons. 


"Ellery  Queen"  Rights 

Acquired  by  Darmour 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM  <DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Larry  Darmour  has 
closed  for  film  rights  to  more  than 
30  "Ellery  Queen"  mystery  novels 
and  the  weekly  transcontinental  ra- 
dio programs.  He  has  exclusive  pic- 
ture rights  for  three  years  and  will 
make  2  or  3  pictures  a  year,  pos- 
sibly for  Columbia  release. 


com  1  no  add  Gome 


CHARLES  EINFELD,  Warner  ad.  and  pub. 
chieftain,  returns  to  the  Coast  Friday  follow- 
ing the  opening  of  "Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bul- 
let" in  Albany  on  Thursday,  which  will  be  at- 
tended by  Einfeld  and  Hal  B.  Wallis. 

.ill. 

JOSEPH  HAZEN,  Warner  executivesen  'ived 
yesterday    from    the    Coast.  <"" 

ARTHUR  WILLI,  head  of  the  RKO  talent 
department,  returned  to  the  home  office  yes- 
terday. 

SAM  NATHANSON,  president  of  Coast  Pic- 
tures, affiliate  of  Hoffberg  Productions,  Inc., 
arrived  in  town  at  the  week-end  for  a  short 
stay. 

BUD  GETSCHAL,  of  Paramount's  exploitation 
department,   left  for  Nashville  yesterday. 

EDWARD  C.  ROBINSON  has  returned  to  the 
Coast. 

CLARE  BOOTH E  is  scheduled  to  sail  for  Europe 
this   week-end. 

JOHN   HUSTON   has  returned   to   Hollywood. 

EMIL  STERN,  Essaness  prexy,  and  his  wife 
and    daughter    are    vacationing    in    Palm    Springs. 

JUNE   DUPREZ   leaves  for  the   Coast  today. 

LEE  GOLDBERG,  of  Big  Features  Rights,  is 
in   New  York  on  business. 

ROBERT   ROSS    leaves   for   the   Coast   today. 

P.  T.  DANA,  Universal  district  manager  in 
Kansas   City,    leaves   Sunday   for   Miami. 

SAM  ABEND,  manager  of  Exhibitors  Film 
Delivery,  and  CEORGE  HARTMAN,  Friendly 
Theaters,  and  JACK  SCHRINER,  Gem  Theater, 
North    Kansas  City,   have   left  for  Miami. 

GRETA  CARBO  is   in   Nassau. 

DR.  PAUL  KORETZ,  head  of  the  20th-Fox 
story  department  in  Europe,  has  arrived  on  the 
Coast  for  studio   huddles. 

WESLEY  RUGGLES  has  postponed  his  New 
York  trip,  remaining  on  the  Coast  to  direct  a 
new    Columbia    picture. 


Wisconsin  to  Appeal 

Foreign  Tax  Decision 

Madison,  Wis. — Atty.  Gen.  John 
E.  Martin  has  indicated  he  will  ap- 
peal to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
from  the  State  Supreme  Court  de- 
cision invalidating  dividend  taxes  on 
foreign  corporations.  The  state 
court  ruled  that  it  is  illegal  for 
the  state  to  tax  dividends  of  for- 
eign corporations  earned  in  Wis- 
consin, although  Wisconsin  corpora- 
tions continue  subject  to  the  3  per 
cent  tax. 


You'll  get  your  job 
when  you  want  it  .  . 
as  you  want  it.  Our 
facilities  make  service 
a  matter  of  routine. 
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HIGH  WIND  HITS  B.O. 
ON  EASTERN  SEABOARD 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

patrons   stayed   indoors.      Strongest 
showing  by  pix  in  the  face  of  the 

:  sto.  apparently  was  made  by  UA's 
"A  Tnump  At  Oxford,"  the  Rialto 
claiming  capacity  all  day.  The  Rivoli 
reported  20th-Fox's  "The  Grapes  Of 
Wrath"  did  its  average  Monday 
business.    UA's  "Of  Mice  And  Men" 

.  at  the  Roxy,  did  better  than  aver- 
age Monday,  house  management 
said. 

Music  Hall  and  the  Capitol  report- 
ed afternoon  slumps.  The  Strand 
had  a  good  morning  biz  with  "The 

.  Fighting  69th"  while  the  Center  de- 
scribed the  "Pinocchio"  attendance 
as  "much  better  than  expected. 

Storm,  which  prevailed  through- 
out the  Eastern  seaboard,  with  snow 
in  a  number  of  places  North  of  New 
York,  hurt  theater  business  gen- 
erally. 


Funeral  Rites  Tomorrow 

for  Barrett,  Board  Exec. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  Amsterdam  Ave.,  tomorrow  at 
1:30  p.m.  for  Wilton  A.  Barrett,  54, 
executive  secretary  of  the  National 
Board  of  Review  of  Motion  Pic- 
tures, who  died  early  Sunday  in  the 
Columbia-Presbyterian  Medical  Cen- 
ter of  a  heart  attack,  believed  to 
have  been  an  outgrowth  of  a  fall 
which  he  suffered  in  his  apartment 
at  39  Fifth  Ave.  on  Jan.  4. 

A  native  of  Philadelphia,  Mr. 
Barrett  was  educated  at  German- 
town  Academy  and  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  graduating  from 
the  latter  in  1909,  the  same  year 
joining  the  staff  of  the  National 
Board  of  Review  shortly  after  that 
body's  founding  by  the  Peoples  In- 
stitute. He  became  executive  secre- 
tary in  1923.  Eleven  years  later, 
he  aided  in  organizing  the  Board's 
junior  film  group,  and  throughout 
his  career  was  an  avowed  enemy  of 
film  censorship. 

Surviving  are  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Frances  W.  Cahoone  Barrett,  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Rivard  Smith. 

Interment  will  be  in  Greenwood 
Cemetery. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  20 

Ralph   Cokain 

Charles  C.    Moskowitz 

Marian  Spitzer 

Ed    Schiller 
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with  PHIL  At.  DALY; 


T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     DOWN  through  the   ages from   the  sages  of  ancient 

Egypt through  Seneca.  Chaucer,  Longfellow and  verily  to  the 

Brooklyn  Strand the  thought  that  Art  is  long  and  Time  is  fleeting 

has    been    expounded    in    one    phrase    form    or    another We 

mention  the  ancient  origin  of  the  thought  as  a  preventive  against  some 

Brooklyn   folk possibly  writing   us   from   across   the   river and 

charging   Phil   M.   with   plagiarizing   the   words   graven   in   the    Strand's 

stone  facade The  Brooklynese  are  a  very  clannish  and  jealous  lot 

as  a  casual  visit  to  Ebbets  Field  will  disclose at  any  time 

during  the  horsehide  or  pigskin  season Now  that  we  have  recorded 

evidence that  the  idea  of  Art  being  long,  and  Time  fleeting 

is   very   much   in    the    public    domain let's    apply    the    thought    to 

Mister  Charles  Chaplin 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     NOW  as  united  as  are  Brooklyn's  fans you  can't 

get  'em  to  decide  "posi-tively,"  as  Harry  Hershfield  would  say 
whether  Nap  Rucker,  Zach  Wheat  or  Dazzy  Vance,  jor  ex- 
ample, was  the  "top"  artist  in  Dodger  annals By  the  same 

token,  you  can't  get  veteran  pix  fans  to  assert  "posi-tively" 

who's  the  "top"  artist  in  cinema  annals But  you  won't  get 

much  of  an  argument  if  you  ups  and  get  dogmatic  and  insist 
that  Mister  Chaplin's  the  McCoy  of  McCoys One  very  ex- 
cellent indication  is  that,  though  Time  is  fleeting Charley,  as 

Art, — entirely  aside  from  the  entertainment  factor — 

is   long very,  very   long in   fact  he  appears  to   be  un- 

outmodable 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IT'S  a  long  haul  from  that  November  in   1913 when 

Charley  broke   into   pix   via   the   Keystone   banner to   the   present 

day What's   amazing  is   the   power   of   even   the   earliest   Chaplin 

product  to  please  current  cinema  fans One  of  the  repeated  examples 

cropping  up is   the   determination   of   Sam   Rubenstein   of   King   of 

Comedy  Film   Corp to   reissue   some    10    two-reelers   of   Chaplin's 

series  for  ole  Essanay Sam  avers  that  one  of  these,  "The  Paper 

Hanger,"  is  being  optically  "stretched" from  the  ancient  silent- 
day  speed  of  60  ft.  per  minute to   conform   to   the  current   sound 

speed  regulation  of  90  ft.  per  minute "thereby  recapturing  all  of 

Chaplin's  wonderful  pantomime" and  setting  the  latter  off  via  or- 
chestral music  and  sound  effects 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     'TIS   a   remarkable   coincidence that   title,   "The 

Paper  Hanger" Could  it  have  been  clairvoyancy  in  the  long, 

long  ago? Remember  that  TODAY  the  Chaplin  genius  is  at 

work  making  his  new  feature,  "The  Dictators" 


•      •      •     FOR  the  fourth  successive  year  a  pix  directed  by  William 

Wyler has  been  nominated  for  the  Academy  "best  picture"  award 

Wyler's  films  in  order  of  consideration  are  "Dead  End,"  "Jezebel," 

"Dodsworth"  and  "Wuthering  Heights".  .  .     •   Dr.  Herbert  Kalmus  had 

better  build  himself  a  trophy  room Hes  now  sporting  the  National 

Association  of  Manufacturers'  special  award  as  one  of  the  nation's 
modern  pioneers Over  1,000  manufacturers  and  industrialists  at- 
tended the  formal  awarding  at  a  Coast  banquet  last  week-end 

tendered  to  the  already  multi-honored  Doctor 


«       «        « 


>%       ^>       V 


BRITISH  TO  PURCHASE 
4  AMUSEMENT  STOCKS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

among  the  must-sell  securities  were 
those  of  Loew's,  Inc.,  Paramount, 
RCA  and  du  Pont. 

It  was  stated  at  the  Paramount 
home  office  that  the  number  of  Brit- 
ish owning  Paramount  stock  was  not 
extensive,  while  Loew's  reported 
that  a  large  number  of  British  citi- 
zens were  owners  of  Loew's  stock. 
It  was  not  believed  that  the  British 
move  would  affect  the  companies  in- 
volved, except  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment would  be  the  owner  of  the 
stock    at    least    temporarily. 

According  to  the  report,  all  ac- 
quired securities  are  common  stock 
except  Paramount  whose  6  per  cent 
cumulative  convertible  first  pre- 
ferred stock  at  $100  par  value  was 
listed.  Loew's  common  closed  Sat- 
urday at  36%,  RCA  at  5%  and  du 
Pont   at   184%. 


Hollywood  Studios  Send 

Eight  Pix  Before  Cameras 

(Continued  from  Page  I) 

"Offenders  Of  The  Law"  starring 
Jack  Holt  with  Marian  Marsh. 

At  Paramount:  "The  Night  of 
January  16th"  co-starring  Barbara 
Stanwyck  and  Don  Ameche. 

At  M-G-M:  "Twenty-Mule  Team" 
starring  Wallace  Beery,  with  Leo 
Carrillo,  Noah  Beery,  Jr.,  and  Ann 
Baxter;  "Andy  Hardy  Meets  a  De- 
butante" with  Lewis  Stone,  Mickey 
Rooney,  Fay  Holden,  Cecilia  Parker, 
Ann  Rutherford  and  Sara  Haden. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Maryland" 
with  John  Payne,  Brenda  Joyce,  Wal- 
ter Brennan,  Fay  Bainter,  Marjorie 
Weaver  and  Charles  Ruggles. 

At  Warners:  "Flight  No.  8"  with 
Ralph  Bellamy  and  Virginia  Bruce. 

At  Hal  Roach:  "Turnabout"  with 
Carole  Landis,  John  Hubbard,  Adol- 
phe  Menjou,  Verree  Teasdale,  Wil- 
liam Gargan,  Mary  Astor,  Inez 
Courtney,  Margaret  Roach  and  Polly 
Ann  Young. 

At  Monogram:  "Covered  Wagon 
Days"   starring  Jack  Randall. 


"Magic  Bullet"  to  Solo 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE  FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Warners'  "Dr.  Ehr- 
lich's  Magic  Bullet"  is  scheduled  to 
open  day  and  date  at  Warner's  Hol- 
lywood and  Downtown  theaters  on 
Feb.  29.    Pix  will  be  single  featured. 


STORKS! 


Now  it's  Grandpaw  Kuykendall! 
The  MPTOA  president's  daughter, 
Mrs.  Ed  Keeton,  gave  birth  Satur- 
day to  an  eight-pound  baby  boy  in 
Columbus,  Miss. 


Was 
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:<  :<  REVIEWS  OF  THE  Mill  flLOIS  :<  :< 


"A  Chump  At  Oxford" 

with   Stan   Laurel,  Oliver   Hardy 
United  Artists  63  Mins. 

HILARIOUS  COMEDY  IS  ONE  OF  FUN- 
NIEST LAUREL-HARDY  PIX  To  DATE; 
SHOULD  CLICK  BIG. 

Any  audience  will  get  plenty  of  belly 
laughs  from  the  newest  Laurel  and  Hardy 
comedy  to  reach  the  screen.  Picture  is  one 
of  their  best  to  date,  with  good  material 
that  lends  itself  to  uproariously  funny  gag 
situations.  Film  has  all  the  well-known  antics 
which  made  the  two  comics  famous,  but 
they  have  improved  on  their  own  style.  Pro- 
ducer Hal  Roach  has  done  a  first  rate  job 
on  the  production  end,  and  Director  Alfred 
Goulding  handles  Laurel  and  Hardy  and  the 
gag  situations  deftly  to  get  a  maximum 
amount  of  laughs  throughout  the  picture. 
Charles  Rogers,  Felix  Adler  and  Harry  Lang- 
don  get  credit  for  a  neat  job  of  writing  in 
turning  out  the  original  story  and  screen- 
play. Forrester  Harvey,  James  Finlayson  and 
Wilfred  Lucas  also  contribute  to  the  laugh 
fest  in  supporting  roles.  The  story,  such  as 
it  is,  ably  develops  each  situation  for  Laurel 
and  Hardy  as  they  appear  progressively  as 
hitchhikers,  a  servant  couple  with  Laurel 
made  up  as  a  woman,  a  pair  of  street  clean- 
ers and  students  at  Oxford.  Outstanding  in 
the  picture  is  the  dinner  party  which  they 
gum  up  as  hired  help  and  a  sequence  when 
they  get  to  Oxford  and  are  being  ribbed  by 
the  students.  Gag  used  in  the  Oxford  se- 
quence with  hands  of  a  third  person  coming 
through  a  bush  to  help  the  boys  smoke  and 
blow  their  noses  will  leave  any  audience 
limp  with  laughter.  Another  hilarious  gag 
has  them  in  the  dean's  quarters  accidentally. 

CAST:  Stan  Laurel,  Oliver  Hardy,  James 
Finlayson,  Forrester  Harvey,  Wilfred  Lucas, 
Forbes  Murray,  Frank  Baker,  Eddie  Borden, 
Gerald  Rogers,  Victor  Kendall,  Gerald  Field- 
ing, Charles  Hall,  Peter  Cushing. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Hal  Roach;  Director, 
Alfred  Goulding;  Original  Story  and  Screen- 
play, Charles  Rogers,  Felix  Adler  and  Harry 
Langdon;  Cameraman,  Art  Lloyd;  Editor, 
Bert  Jordan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


'Seventeen' 


Lorang  Testimonial  Dinner 
Set  for  Hotel  Astor  Feb.  27 


Local  film  executives  are  promi- 
nent among  the  notables  who  will 
participate  in  the  tendering  of  a 
testimonial  dinner  to  Nicholas 
"Nick"  Lorang,  veteran  manager  of 
the  Hotel  Astor's  Hunting  Room, 
long  a  leading  dining  rendezvous 
for  New  York  Film  Row-ites. 

Event  will  be  held  in  the  Hotel 
Astor's  Belvedere  Room  on  Feb.  27 
at  7  p.m.,  arid  will  be  sponsored  by 
the  Hotel  Executives  Club  of  New 
York;  the  Elite  Executives  Associa- 
tion of  America;  the  International 
Geneva  Association;  Societe  Culi- 
naire  Philanthropique;  the  Invita- 
tion Club,  and  the  Society  of  Res- 
taurateurs. 

Lorang  is  accredited  with  holding 
the  record  for  "longest  and  continu- 
ous service  in  one  hotel"  as  a  din- 
ing room  captain,  headwaiter  and 
manager. 


with  Jackie  Cooper  and  Betty  Field 

Paramount  78  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

BOOTH  TARKINGTON'S  STORY  RICH 
IN  COMEDY  VALUES  SHOULD  SCORE 
WITH  ALL  TYPES  OF  AUDIENCES. 

Under  Louis  King's  warm,  sympathetic  di- 
rection, all  the  flavor  and  appeal  of  Booth 
Tarkington's  famous  story  are  retained,  mak- 
ing the  picture  an  ideal  attraction  for  all 
types  of  audiences.  Jackie  Cooper,  as  the 
small  town  Indiana  boy,  engaging  in  his 
first  romance  with  a  glamour  girl  from  Chi- 
cago, captures  audience  sympathy  from  the 
start.  Betty  Field,  who  played  a  dramatic 
role  in  "Of  Mice  and  Men,"  demonstrates 
her  versatility  as  the  visiting  girl  who  makes 
Jackie's  heart  beat  faster.  Norma  Nelson, 
a  newcomer,  registers  solidly  as  Jackie's 
young,  pestiferous  sister.  Much  producer 
credit  is  due  Stuart  Walker,  who  many  years 
ago  co-dramatized  the  Tarkington  novel 
and  produced  the  play.  Agnes  Christine 
Johnstone  and  Stuart  Palmer  fashioned  a 
screenplay,  rich  and  warm  in  comedy  values. 
When  Betty  comes  a-visiting  to  Jackie's 
home  town,  she  sets  Jackie's  heart  a-flutter. 
He  is  forced  to  use  all  his  wits  in  getting 
money  to  buy  another  second-hand  car,  in- 
asmuch as  Betty  refuses  to  ride  in  his  be- 
marked  "jaloppy."  He  "borrows"  his  father's 
dress  suit  and  reads  up  on  etiquette.  Thomas 
Ross,  at  whose  home  Betty  is  visiting  is  so 
glad  when  her  visit  of  two  weeks  is  ending, 
that  he  tosses  a  farewell  party  in  her  honor. 
Jackie  is  pursued  to  the  party  by  the  used 
auto-dealer  who  wants  his  car  back.  To  add 
to  Jackie's  troubles,  Betty's  boy  friend  from 
Chicago  appears  to  drive  her  back  to  the 
windy  city.  Jackie  is  consoled  by  his 
parents,  Otto  Kruger  and  Ann  Shoemaker. 

CAST:  Jackie  Cooper,  Betty  Field,  Otto 
Kruger,  Betty  Moran,  Ann  Shoemaker,  Norma 
Nelson,  Thomas  Ross,  Peter  Hayes,  Buddy 
Pepper,  Donald  Haines,  Richard  Denning, 
Jody  S.  Gilbert,  Paul  E.  Burns,  Hal  Clements, 
Edward  Earle,  Stanley  Price,  Joey  Ray,  Snow- 
flake,  Hattie  Noel. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Stuart 
Walker;  Director,  Louis  King;  Based  on 
story  by  Booth  Tarkington,  and  on  play  by 
Stuart  Walker,  Hugh  Stanislaus  Stange  and 
Stanford  Mears;  Screenplay,  Agnes  Christine 
Johnstone  and  Stuart  Palmer;  Cameraman, 
Victor  Milner;  Art  Director,  Hans  Dreier 
and  Franz  Rachelin;  Editor,  Arthur  Schmidt. 

DIRECTION,  Sympathetic.  PHOTOG- 
RAPHY, Very  Good. 


Novel  by  Three  Authors 

Interests  Two  Majors 


Two  major  studios  are  reported 
interested  in  purchasing  the  screen 
rights  to  "Buy  Me  That  Town,"  a 
novel  soon  to  be  published.  The 
authors  are  Martin  Rackin,  former 
Bob  Ripley  publicity  agent;  Murray 
Baltinoff,  of  the  late  New  York 
American;  and  Harry  Gourfain,  pro- 
ducer of  stage  shows  at  the  Strand 
Theater.  Simultaneously,  Chester 
Morris  has  expressed  interest  in  the 
novel  to  the  extent  of  asking  his 
company  to  purchase  it  or  appear 
in  its  dramatization  this  Spring. 


"Henry  Goes  Arizona" 

with  Frank  Morgan,  Virginia  Weidler, 

Guy  Kibbee 

M-G-M  66  Mins. 

AMUSING     COMEDY     WITH     FRANK 

MORGAN  AT  HIS  FUNNIEST  SHOULD  DO 

WELL  GENERALLY. 

With  a  made-to-order  comedy  role  in 
which  to  cavort,  Frank  Morgan  has  seldom 
been  more  amusing  than  he  is  in  this  new 
Metro  release.  Morgan,  portraying  an  cx- 
vaudeville  ham  who  turns  rancher  due  to 
a  legacy,  should  amuse  any  audience.  In 
addition  to  Morgan,  such  talented  comedians 
as  Guy  Kibbee  and  Slim  Summerville  con- 
tribute to  the  general  merriment.  Virginia 
Weidler,  Douglas  Fowley  and  Owen  Davis, 
Jr.,  also  help  the  proceedings.  Film  is  first 
in  a  series  planned  by  Metro  which  will  be 
based  on  stories  by  W,  C.  Tuttle.  Edwin  L. 
Marin  directs  the  film  ably  to  get  the  maxi- 
mum amount  of  laughs  out  of  the  story. 
Morgan,  a  vaudevillian  out  of  work  and 
about  to  be  evicted  from  his  lodgings,  is 
informed  that  he  has  inherited  a  ranch  in 
Arizona.  Morgan  arrives  to  discover  that  his 
brother,  the  former  owner,  has  been  mur- 
dered, and  things  generally  are  in  bad  shape 
at  the  ranch.  Morgan  is  intimidated  by 
crooks  who  are  trying  to  get  the  ranch,  but 
with  the  help  of  Virginia  Weidler  he  man- 
ages to  turn  the  tables  on  them  and  expose 
his  brother's  murderer  after  some  hectic 
goings  on. 

CAST:  Frank  Morgan,  Virginia  Weidler, 
Guy  Kibbee,  Slim  Summerville,  Douglas  Fow- 
ley, Owen  Davis,  Jr.,  Jim  Thorpe. 

CREDITS:  M-G-M  Production;  Director, 
Edwin  L.  Marin;  Screenplay,  Florence  Ryer- 
son  and  Milton  Merlin;  Based  on  a  story  by 
W.  C.  Tuttle;  Cameramen,  Lester  White 
and  Sidney  Wagner;  Editor,  Conrad  A.  Ner- 
vig. 

DIRECTION,  Able.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


O'Connell  to  Distribute 

West  Coast  Fight  Films 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood  —  The  Henry  Arm- 
strong-Ceferino  Garcia  fight  for  the 
middleweight  championship  at  Gil- 
more  Stadium  here,  will  be  photo- 
graphed by  Sam  Rosen  and  will  be 
distributed  nationally  by  Jimmy 
O'Connell.  Lou  Schwartz  will  su- 
pervise. All  types  of  angles,  as  well 
as  slow  motion  will  be  incorporated. 

Ed  Harrison  Joins  AGVA 

Appointment  of  Ed  Harrison  as 
publicity  head  of  AGVA  and  editor 
of  proposed  bi-monthly  magazine 
of  the  organization  was  announced 
yesterday.  Membership  meeting  and 
election  of  officers,  with  Phil  Irving 
running  for  presidency  of  the  New 
York  Local,  will  be  held  Sunday  at 
the  Piccadilly.  Hoyt  L.  Haddock, 
executive  secretary  of  AGVA,  and 
Lawrence  Tibbett  will  be  among  the 
speakers    Sunday. 

W.  F.  Godfrey  Stricken 

Detroit — Wilbur  F.  Godfrey,  72, 
former  president  of  the  Port  Huron, 
Musicians'  Union,   is  dead. 


"Women  Without 
Names" 

with   Ellen   Drew,   Robert   Paige,  Judith 
Barrett  Q, 

Paramount  6<."Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
MELODRAMA,  THANKS  TO  SWELL  JOB 
ALL  AROUND,  PACKS  PLENTY  OF  ENTER- 
TAINMENT. 

Here  is  a  low-budget  picture  that  rises 
above  its  field,  due  to  splendid  writing,  skill- 
ful direction,  fine  production,  and  swell 
trouping.  Ellen  Drew  and  Robert  Paige 
head  the  cast,  with  Robert  Florey  as  direc- 
tor, and  Eugene  Zukor  associate  producer. 
William  H.  Lipman  and  Horace  McCoy  wrote 
the  screenplay,  based  on  the  play  by  Ernest 
Booth.  Ellen  Drew's  former  husband,  John 
McGuire,  a  fugitive,  kills  a  policeman,  but 
circumstantial  evidence  causes  the  arrest 
of  Ellen  and  Robert  who  have  just  married. 
They  are  convicted  with  Robert  sentenced 
to  death  and  Ellen  given  a  life  term.  Judith 
Barrett,  who  had  loved  McGuire,  becomes 
conscience  stricken  and  leads  the  police  to 
McGuire.  Her  story  frees  Robert  at  the 
11th  hour  and  Ellen. 

CAST:  Ellen  Drew,  Robert  Paige,  Judith 
Barrett,  Louise  Beavers,  John  Miljan,  Fay 
Helm,  John  McGuire,  James  Seay,  Esther 
Dale,  Marjorie  Main. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Eugene 
Zukor;  Director,  Robert  Florey;  Based  on 
play  by  Ernest  Booth;  Screenplay,  William 
R.  Lipman  and  Horace  McCoy;  Cameraman, 
Charles  Lang;  Art  Directors,  Hans  Dreier 
and  William  Flannery;  Editor,  Anne  Bauch- 
ens. 

DIRECTION,   Skillful.      PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Good. 


*    FOREIGH   * 


"We  Were  Seven 
Widows" 

(Italian  dialogue,  English  titles) 
Esperia  Films  80  Mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Merry  occasion  for 
Italian  film  fans. 

NEW  YORK  POST:  Picture  affords 
merriment  and  music. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Film  has  a 
peculiar  brand  of  mad  comedy. 

CREDITS:  Menenti  Film  Production;  Di- 
rector, Mario  Mattoli.  PLAYERS:  Antonio 
Gandusio,  Nino  Taranto,  Vincenzo  Scar- 
petto. 


Harry  D.  Marrs  Expires 

Moose  Jaw,  Sask.  —  Harry  D. 
Marrs,  58,  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
theater,  died  suddenly  in  his  hotel 
room  here  over  the  week-end.  A 
native  of  Hamilton,  Ont.,  he  trav- 
elled Canada  as  manager  of  road 
shows  in  his  early  days.  Funeral 
will  be  held  in  Hamilton. 


Mrs.  Mons  Thompson  Dead 

St.  Paul,  Neb. — Mrs.  Mons  Thomp- 
son, wife  of  the  owner-manager  of 
the  St.  Paul  theater  is  dead. 


■ 
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MONO.  FRENCH  SALES 
SAID  NEARLY  NORMAL 


Monogram's  sales  in  France  and 
Belgium  are  almost  normal,  despite 
wav^'me  conditions,  according  to 
Nt^^n  V.  Ritchey,  foreign  depart- 
ment manager.  The  Paris  office,  he 
reported  yesterday,  is  suffering  from 
disadvantages  due  to  lack  of  ship- 
ping and  transportation  facilities 
but  sales  have  not  been  affected  to 
any  great  extent.  Ernest  Wett- 
stein  is  in  charge  of  the  Paris  of- 
fice. 

Ritchey  said  that  recent  Mono- 
gram pictures  were  continuing  to  be 
dubbed  in  French  for  distribution 
in  France,  Belgium,  Switzerland, 
northern  Africa  and  the  Near  East. 
Luis  van  Hellemont,  in  charge  of 
Monogram's  distribution  in  Belgium, 
is  carrying  on  satisfactory  business 
although  he  is  serving  in  the  Bel- 
gian army,  Ritchey  said. 

The  company's  distributor  in  Hel- 
sinki, Nils  Dahlstroem,  is  in  com- 
mand of  a  "pill  box"  in  the  Finnish 
army,  according  to  latest  reports. 
However,  Ritchey  reported,  business 
is  being  continued  in  spite  of  the 
Russian  invasion. 

From  Sweden,  Holger  Lund,  Mono- 
gram distributor,  reports  that  busi- 
ness is  slightly  below  normal,  but  is 
being  continued  although  Lund,  him- 
self, is  in  the  army  in  command  of 
an  anti-aircraft  division. 


"Considerable  Improvement" 
in  Europe,  McConville  Told 

"Considerable  improvement"  in 
Europe  over  the  situation  prevail- 
ing at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  was 
reported  yesterday  by  Jack  Segal 
in  a  cable  to  J.  A.  McConville,  Co- 
lumbia's foreign  manager.  Segal 
is  now  in  Paris  on  a  European 
checkup  mission  for  McConville,  his 
chief. 

Last  week,  Columbia  had  four 
first-runs  in  Paris —  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  "Golden  Boy," 
"Coast  Guard"  and  "La  Charrette 
Fantome."  First  named  is  in  its 
third  week  at  the  Biarritz. 


Players  at  Boise  Debut 

of  "Northwest  Passage" 

Boise,  Idaho — Ilona  Massey,  Isa- 
bel Jewell,  Virginia  Grey  and  Alan 
Curtis  arrive  here  from  Hollywood 
today  to  participate  in  the  ceremon- 
ies incident  to  the  world  premiere 
of  Metro's  "Northwest  Passage"  at 
the  Pinney  theater. 


Copy  Cat 


Lincoln,  Neb.— Terry  Carpenter,  Demo- 
cratic trial  balloon  for  Covernor,  bor- 
rowed from  films  and  radio  for  his  cam- 
paign amunition.  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington"  and  "March  of  Time," 
movie  and  broadcast  respectively,  gave 
him  the  idea  to  contract  for  six  weeks 
of  radio  time  on  KFAB.  Show  will  be 
called  "Mr.  Carpenter  Goes  to  Lincoln" 
(state  capital),  and  will  review  his  life 
in   cliffhanger   "March   of   Time"   style. 


n€UJS  Of  THC  DRY 


Chicago — Solar  Bros,  and  W.  R. 
Collins,  all  well  known  to  the  Chi- 
cago film  trade,  have  formed  the 
Solar  Cine  Products  Company  with 
offices  at  3827  Archer  Avenue,  to  dis- 
tribute motion  pictures. 


Chicago — -The  Olympic  Theater  of 
the  Bland  Brothers  circuit  has  added 
five  acts  of  vaudeville  to  week-end 
bills. 


Cincinnati — Johnny  Jones,  manag- 
er of  the  Southern  Theater,  Col., 
since  its  opening,  has  resigned,  effec- 
tive March  1. 


Madison,  Wis. — Under  a  contem- 
plated $7,500  annual  budget  to  bring 
conventions  to  the  city,  theaters 
would  be  expected  to  contribute  $600, 
it  was  revealed  with  the  organization 
of   a   Madison    Convention   Bureau. 


Mechanicsberg,  O. — Roscoe  Ander- 
son is  new  owner  of  The  Rainbow. 


here.  The  twin  house,  Interstate 
Scenic,  in  this  city,  was  remodeled 
throughout  a  year  ago.  William 
Stanton  is  manager  of  both  theaters. 

New  Haven — Local  No.  74  of  stage 
employes  union  covering  New  Hav- 
en, Ansonia,  and  Derby  is  planning 
a  sick  benefit  fund  ball  in  April. 

Kansas  City— Bill  Bradfield  of  Co- 
lumbia, ill,  will  spend  the  next  six 
weeks  taking  a  complete  rest. 

Holyoke,  Mass. — I.  Goodman,  who 
has  been  manager  of  the  Embassy 
Theater  in  New  York  City,  has  as- 
sumed the  management  of  the  Hol- 
yoke Theater.  He  succeeds  Leonard 
Tuttle,  who  has  been  transferred  to 
another  theater  in  the  Leiberman 
chain. 


Cincinnati — Mrs.  C.  A.  MacDonald 
and  son,  Dean,  are  recovering  from 
influenza.  Mrs.  MacDonald  is  the 
wife  of  C.  A.  MacDonald,  MacDon- 
ald circuit,  Columbus. 


UNLICENSED  16  MM. 
SHOWS  HIT  IN  CHI. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  pictures  without  a  motion  pic- 
ture license.  Lieut.  Harry  Costello 
of  the  Police  Department  said  yes- 
terday that  all  kinds  of  16  mm.  films 
were  being  shown  in  taverns  and 
halls  and  that  a  campaign  had 
started  to  put  a  stop  to  them. 

Case  comes  up  tomorrow  in  State 
Street  Municipal  Court  before  Judge 
Mason   Sullivan. 


Al  Ford  to  Make  Series 

of  Two-Reelers  in  East 


A  series  of  two-reel  musical  swing 
shorts  starring  Eva  Taylor  will  be 
made  in  the  East  by  Al  Ford,  form- 
er Hollywood  editor  and  writer,  ac- 
cording to  an  announcement  yester- 
day by  Clover  Swing  Productions. 
Studio  at  which  the  pictures  will  be 
made  was  not  revealed.  Music  for 
the  shorts  is  being  written  by  Clar- 
ence Williams.  "Money  Mad"  is  the 
tentative  title  of  the  first  subject. 


Roxy,  Trans-Lux  Raise 

$1,996  for  Finnish  Aid 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Fund  headquarters  on  Monday,  it 
was  announced. 

Collections  at  the  four  Trans-Lux 
houses  netted  an  additional  $650. 

First  returns  from  out  of  the  city 
theaters  are  expected  to  reach  head- 
quarters today. 

Theaters  in  California  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  drive  next  Saturday 
and  Sunday.  Kentucky  and  West  Vir- 
ginia have  also  announced  that  their 
drive  will  probably  start  next  week. 

Bookings  for  the  drive  short,  "Fin- 
land Fights"  continue  to  come  in. 
Already  more  than  400  prints  have 
been  sent,  and  the  picture  is  being 
shown  in  40  states. 


Sarnoff  to  Wireless  VWOA 
Award  to  Admiral  Hooper 

Feature  of  the  Veteran  Wireless 
Operators  Association  annual  dinner, 
to  be  held  in  the  Hotel  Astor  tomor- 
row night,  will  be  the  return  to  the 
wireless  key  of  David  Sarnoff,  RCA 
piesident,  who  will  send  a  message 
of  award  to  Admiral  Stanford  C. 
Hooper  at  sea.  The  latter  is  to  re- 
ceive the  Association's  medal  of 
merit  for  his  work  in  building  up 
the  U.  S.  Navy's  radio  system  to 
eminence  before  the  World  War. 

Sarnoff,  in  actually  dispatching 
the  award  message,  will  seek  to 
prove  that  a  quarter  of  a  century 
has  not  taken  from  his  hand  any 
of  its  cunning.  The  RCA  head  was 
one  of  the  most  efficient  wireless 
operators  of  his  day  in  that  voca- 
tion. ■ 

Taking  Grapefruit  Census 

Cleveland  —  Frank  Porozynski, 
owner  of  the  Garfield  and  New  Vic- 
tory theaters  has  gone  to  Florida 
to  count  the  grape  fruit  remaining 
on  his  farm  since  the  Florida  freeze. 


PRACTICAL 

(Not  Theoretical) 

TRAINING 


NED 
WAYBURN 

BALL    ROOM 
DANCE  LESSONS 

•  LADIES'  WEIGHT  CONTROL  CLASSES. 

(Once,  twice  or  five  times  weekly) 

•  SINGING   INSTRUCTION— SPEECH   WORK. 

•  EVERY  PHASE  OF  DRAMATIC  ART. 

(Including    facial    make-up) 

•  TAP,  BALLET,  ACROBATIC,  EXHIBITION  DANCING. 

•  COACHING  FOR  FASHION  MODELING  and  POSING. 

•  HOME  STUDY  COURSE  IN  STAGE  DANCING. 

•  STAGING  SERVICE  FOR  AMATEUR  SHOWS. 


CAREER  COURSES  FOR 
STAGE,   SCREEN,   RADIO  AND  TELEVISION 


ADULT   SESSIONS:    DAY   AND    EVENING 

CHILDREN'S    CLASSES     (Ages    3    to    17    Years) 

AFTER    SCHOOL    AND    SATURDAYS 

EKSt  NEW  STUDIOS 

Now    Occupying    FOUR    Floors    at 

5  WEST  46th  STREET,  NEW  YORK 

(Near  Fifth  Avenue)  Phone:  BRyant  9-1133 
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RCA'S  LOAN  TO  RKO 

UNDER  FIRE  IN  SUIT 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  24  officers  and  directors  of  the 
companies  in  Federal  Court  here. 
Manning's  action  demands  an  ac- 

I  counting  and  the  return  to  RCA  of 
6,500,000  shares  of  the  corporation's 
stock  which,  he  alleges,  was  illegal- 
ly given  to  GE  and  Westhinghouse 
in  1932  in  exchange  for  certain  pat- 
ent rights. 

Two  causes  of  action  are  set  forth. 

In  the  first  it  is  charged  that  from 
1919  to  1936  agreements  were  made 
that  were  to  the  disadvantage  of 
RCA.  Ratification  of  these  acts  was 
obtained  from  stockholders,  it  is  al- 
leged, through  fraudulent  means  and 
misleading  information. 

In  the  second,  it  is  charged  that 
$11,600,000  of  RCA  funds  were 
loaned  to  RKO  for  a  10-year  deben- 
ture issue  in  1931  at  a  time  the  RCA 
directors  knew  the  RKO  was  about 
to  go  into  bankruptcy. 

In  1939,  three  stockholders  started 
somewhat  similar  suits  in  Supreme 
Court,  New  York  County,  in  which 
waste  of  $500,000,000  was  alleged. 
In  the  earlier  suits  it  was  similarly 
charged  that  RCA  assets  were  voted 
away  when  the  corporation  was  un- 
der control  of  GE  and  Westing- 
house. 

The  individual  defendants  in  the 
action  are  James  G.  Harbord,  Gor- 
don Abbott  Jr.,  Cornelius  N.  Bliss, 
Arthur  E.  Braun,  Paul  D.  Cravath, 
Albert  G.  and  Agnes  T.  Davis,  Harry 
R.  Davis,  Forrest  W.  Taylor,  John 
Hays  Hammond  Jr.,  Edward  W. 
Harden,  De  Witt  Millhauser,  Frank 
A.  Merrick,  Edward  J.  Nally,  An- 
drew W.  Robertson,  David  Sarnoff, 
Edith  Tod  Sheffield,  Frederick  Shef- 
field, Charles  E.  Haydock,  John 
Francis  Strauss  Jr.,  Earle  Bailie, 
Robert  T.  Swaine,  Gerard  Swope 
and  Owen  D.  Young. 


Holder  of  10  CFT  Shares 
Sues;  Republic,  a  Defendant 

Minority  stockholder's  suit  against 
Consolidated  Film  Industries,  Inc., 
was  filed  yesterday  in  the  New  York 
Supreme  Court  by  Beatrice  Tunick, 
holder  of  10  shares.  The  suit,  which 
charged  waste  of  assets,  included  as 
defendants,  Republic  Pictures  Corp. 
of  Delaware,  Setay  Co.,  Inc.,  and  20 
officers  and  directors  of  Consolidated. 

An  answer  was  filed  by  all  defen- 
dants which  generally  denied  all 
charges.  The  answer  to  the  suit  ad- 
mitted the  correctness  of  figures  fox- 
annual  sales  of  Consolidated  as  fol- 
lows: 1931,  $8,829,085;  1932,  $8,372,- 
612;  1937,  $9,635,961;  and  1938,  $8,- 
797,876. 


Confucius  Say 

Newark,  N.  J. — The  box  office  af  the 
Terminal  in  Park  Place  has  a  new  sign. 
And  its  good  for  many  a  smile  from 
the  "Confucius  Say" — conscious  pub- 
lic.    It  reads: 

"Keep   Off   the   Class." 


TH€AT€R   CHflflGES 


Theater  Closings 

LOUISIANA 

New  Orleans  —  Piety  (1-29-40) 
Owner:  United  Theaters;  Destroyed 
by  fire. 

TEXAS 

Victoria — Queen  (2-1-40)  Owner: 
Long-Griffith;  Moving  to  Rita  The- 
ater. 

Alvardo— Alvardo   (1-26-40)   Own- 
er: Willis  Barnes;  destroyed  by  fire. 
WISCONSIN 

Milwaukee — Odgen  (1-1-40)  Own- 
er: Fox- Wisconsin  Amusement 
Corp.;  theater  relinquished  to  former 
owner. 


New  Theater 
Openings 


ILLINOIS 

Effingham— Hart,  700  seats;  (1- 
25-40)  south  side  of  square;  Build- 
re:  Roy  Kennedy;  House  Manager: 
Russell  Hoag. 

TEXAS 

Victoria — El  Rancho,  1,135  seats; 
(2-2-40)  100  block,  West  Forrest 
St.;  Builder:  Long-Griffith;  Archi- 
tect: Corgan  &  Moore;  Cost  $40,- 
000;  House  Manager:  Ken  Prickett. 


Theaters  Planned 


ILLINOIS 

Effingham — Hart,  700  seats;  south 
side  square;  Builder:  Ray  Kennedy; 
Operator:  Frisina  Amusement  Co. 

Rockford— New,  800  seats,  1120-24 
Auburn  St.;  Architect:  Edward  P. 
Lewin;  Cost:  $75,000;  Operator: 
Willard  Van  Matre. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Roxboro — Kirby,  1,050  seats;  Op- 
erator: O.  T.  Kirby. 

OHIO 

Cincinnati — Sunset,  1,000  seats; 
Sunset  and  Glenway;  Builder;  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio  Builder;  Operator: 
Ackerman  Enterprises. 


Renovations 
Planned 


NEW  YORK 

Oneida — Madison;  Work  Planned: 
Renovation:  Owner:  Kallet  Comer- 
ford;  To  be  completed  3-1-40. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

McAdoo — Palace;  Work  Planned: 
has  been  recarpeted,  lobby  painted, 
are  planning  drapes;  Owner:  Peter 
Cidari. 


Change  in 
Ownership 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Shenandoah — Lyric,  transferred  to 
Comerford  Publix  Corp.  by  Heirs  of 
Ellen  Dobb  Estate;  House  Manager: 
Joseph  E.  Dalton. 

OHIO 

Columbus — Hollywood,  transferred 
to  Rowlands  &  Bloss. 
TEXAS 

Teague — Plaza,  transferred  to  J. 
G.  Long  Theaters  by  R.  B.  Weather- 
all;  House  Manager:  Floyd  Fou- 
bains. 

WISCONSIN 

Milwaukee — Ogden,  transferred  to 
R.  J.  Patterson  by  Fox-Wisconsin 
Amusement  Corp.;  House  closed. 


Springfield  to  Get  GWTW 
Back  After  Month's  Lapse 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Arcade,  a  second-run  house  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  1,200.  It  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  time  that  a 
moveover  engagement  on  "Wind" 
has  opened  a  month  after  it  closed 
in  the  same  town.  A  week's  lapse 
on  moveovers  has  been  common  in 
other  situations. 


Waterbury,  Conn. — With  the  term- 
ination of  the  two-week  GWTW  en- 
gagement, the  Loew-Poli  Theater  re- 
turns to  its  regular  Wednesday 
vaudeville  this  week  and  Thursday, 
Hollywood  Party,  money  quiz.  With 
the  possibility  of  a  fifth  week  for 
GWTW  in  New  Haven,  the  Satur- 
day vaudeville  scheduled  to  begin  at 
the  Loew-Poli-Bijou  March  9,  moves 
ahead  a  week. 


Manchester,  N.  H.  —  The  State 
Theater  here  is  holding  GWTW  for 
four  days,  engagement  closing  to- 
morrow. 


Schools  Film  Committee 

Says  Circuits  Fail  to  Aid 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

published  Sunday  in  the  New  York 
Times. 

Mrs.  Klaw  charged  that  due  to  the 
failure  of  circuit  bookers  to  co- 
operate, house  managers  "are  un- 
able to  rearrange  features,  with  the 
result  that  after  five  years  of  work, 
the  Schools  Motion  Picture  Commit- 
tee finds  itself  able  to  recommend 
fewer  programs  than  at  its  incep- 
tion." 

Pointing  out  that  the  Committee 
has  resisted  "many  demands"  to 
"boycott,  blacklist  or  protest  in 
print,"  Mrs.  Klaw  says  that  "we 
are  learning  that  in  other  communi- 
ties where  parents  are  more  bel- 
ligerent they  are  also  more  effec- 
tive," and  asks  pointedly,  "Must  we 
go  on  strike  to  get  attention?" 

Object  of  the  Committee  is  de- 
fined as  "at  least  one  theater  in 
each  neighborhood  of  Greater  New 
York  to  show  a  week-end  program 
selected  from  current  offerings  with 
some  thought  given  to  the  chil- 
dren's needs." 


FIRE  HAZARD  SURVEY 
FOR  MARYLAND  HOUSES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Commissioner  in  the  work  and  the 
inspectors  will  make  the  exarc:na- 
tions  and  reports  in  connectioien'ith 
their   other    duties. 

Report  blank,  prepared  for  the  use 
of  the  inspectors,  includes  the  fol- 
lowing questions: 

Is  a  "No  Admittance"  sign  posted 
at  entrance  of  projection  booth? 
Do  ushers  or  other  unauthorized 
persons  frequent  booth  ?  Is  operator 
experienced  and  careful  in  his  du- 
ties ?  Is  relief  operator  competent  ? 
Are  "No  Smoking"  signs  posted  in 
booth?  Was  anyone  smoking  in 
booth?  Are  walls  free  from  post- 
ers, pictures,  placards,  etc.?  Is 
booth  clean  and  orderly?  Does  booth 
contain  clothing,  magazines,  news- 
papers, furniture?  Is  fire  door  on 
entrance  in  good  working  order  and 
is  it  held  open  or  fastened  open  ex- 
cept by  fusible  link?  Are  shutters 
on  peep  and  focus  holes  in  good 
working  order  and  are  they  held 
open  except  by  fusible  links?  Is 
film  in  booth  kept  in  an  all-metal 
cabinet? 

Is  there  a  can  with  a  self-closing 
lid  for  scrap  film?  Was  any  film 
found  outside  of  booth;  how  much; 
where?  Does  amount  of  film'  ce- 
ment in  booth  exceed  three  ounces? 
Is  there  a  sand  pail  for  hot  carbon? 
Is  there  any  temporary  or  defective 
wiring  in  booth?  Are  there  any 
portable  emergency  heaters  in 
booth?  Is  there  a  carbon  tetra- 
chloride extinguisher  in  booth?  Are 
aisles  and  stairways  to  fire  exits 
clear?  Are  exit  doors  unlocked 
and  in  working  order  when  theater 
is  occupied?  Are  exit  lights  prop- 
erly maintained?  Are  "No  Smok- 
ing" signs  posted  in  auditorium? 
Is  smoking  permitted  by  audience 
or  others?  Are  suitable  ash  trays 
provided  in  rest  rooms  ?  Is  heat- 
ing plant  enclosure  free  of  rubbish, 
ashes  and  odd  storage? 

Are  ashes  deposited  in  metal  con- 
tainers? Is  oil  burning  equipment 
defective,  improperly  maintained  or 
leaking?  Are  metai  containers  pro- 
vided by  paper  towels  in  rest  rooms  ? 
Are  janitors'  supplies  and  utensils 
kept  in  an  approved  manner?  Are 
janitors'  used  cleaning  rags  prop- 
erly disposed  of?  Are  stage  dress- 
in  grooms  clean  and  orderly?  Are 
extinguishers  in  theater  conspicu- 
ously located  and  are  soda  and  acid 
extinguishers  recharged  annually 
and  dated? 

The  inspectors  will  report  in  de- 
tail any  unusual  conditions  in  or 
about  the  theaters  which  they  be- 
lieve might  constitute  fire  hazards 
and  also  will  make  a  record  of  prev- 
ious fires  that  have  occurred. 


Finnegan  Rites  Held 

Detroit  —  Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Joseph  J.  Finnegan, 
for  many  years  business  agent  of 
Local  38,  IATSE.  His  widow  and 
one   daughter  survive. 
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MOTION  PICTURES  AS  AN  AID 

IN     TEACHING     AMERICAN     HIS- 

TO~        by  Harry  Arthur  Wise.      187 

1  page—-    $3.00.     Yale  University  Press, 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

This  book,  a  study  made  by  an 
educational  researcher,  should  prove 
I  of  a  great  value  to  other  investiga- 
!  tors  of  the  progress  of  the  instruc- 
tional film  and  its  effective  use. 
Other  readers  will  be  interested  in 
its  conclusions  which  carefully  sum- 
marize the  present  advantages  to 
teaching  of  the  application  of  films 
\  as  an  aid  in  a  related  course  of 
study. 

Ten  of  the  fifteen  Chronicles  of 
America  Photoplays,  re-creating  on 
the  screen  important  historical  in- 
cidents in  their  proper  setting  are 
utilized  in  this  study,  which  aims  to 
determine  experimentally  some  of 
their  contributions  to  learning  and 
interest  when  they  are  used  as  an 
aid  to  teaching  American  history  to 
senior  high  school  students. 

In  this  study  which  included  near- 
ly 11,000  students  in  78  history 
classes  it  is  claimed  that  the  motion 
picture  has  a  high  relative  value 
when  used  as  a  supplement  to  the 
usual  instructional  procedure.  The 
films  were  applied  in  normal  class- 
room situations  only  as  a  teaching 
aid  in  an  already  existing  course. 
To  measure  results  students  were 
carefully  selected  and  paired  on  the 
bases  of  general  ability,  achievement 
in  history,  and  sex.  For  those  stu- 
dents to  whom  the  films  were  made 
available,  an  equal  number  were 
selected  that  did  not  view  the  films. 
Other  visual  aids  such  as  maps, 
charts,  graphs  and  reference  materi- 
als were  available  to  all  students. 
Measurement  iof  the  contribution 
made  only  by  the  films  could  thus 
be  obtained.  Several  tests  were  de- 
vised for  the  purpose  of  measuring 
desirable  outcome  of  a  course  in 
American  history.  Some  of  these 
were  applied  to  all  students  at  the 
outset  and  again  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  experiment.  By  this  means 
a  measure  of  the  comparative  pro- 
gress of  the  two  groups,  the  experi- 
mental group  and  the  control  group 
was  made  obtainable.  The  results 
were    statistically    evaluated. 

As  to  the  results  of  the  experiment 
the  volume  summarizes  the  greater 
gains  of  the  students  who  saw  the 
films  over  those,  equally  matched, 
who  did  not  see  the  films.  Calcu- 
lations of  these  gains  indicate  the 
superior  standing  in  knowledge  on 
the  part  of  the  experimental  group. 
This  demonstrates  that  the  films 
made  a  definite  contribution  to  the 
knowledge  of  those  students.  Furth- 
ermore it  is  indicated  that  the  films 
contributed  an  added  interest  in  the 
characters,  groups  of  people,  places 
and  events  of  history  for  the  group 
which  viewed  the  films  that  was  not 
evident  in  the  other  group.  The 
study  concludes  that  insofar  as  the 
technique  for  the  utilization  of  films 


Court  Decision  Clarifies 
Wis.  Compensation  Statute 

Madison,  Wis. — Of  interest  to  ex- 
hibitors and  exchanges  employing 
part-time  workers  is  the  ruling  by 
the  State  Supreme  Couii;  that  part 
time  employes  can  be  compensated 
in  case  of  injury  only  on  the  basis 
of  the  time  they  are  actually  em- 
ployed. 

The  test  case,  carried  to  the  high 
court  by  the  State  Industrial  Com- 
mission after  an  adverse  decision 
in  the  Dane  County  Circuit  Court, 
for  the  first  time  definitely  clarifies 
the  meaning  of  the  "full  time  em- 
ployment" term  in  the  workmen's 
compensation  law. 

The  case,  regarded  as  of  great  im- 
portance because  of  possible  effects 
upon  liability  insurance  rates,  in- 
volved a  firm  which  regularly  works 
its  employes  five  days  per  week,  but 
the  claimant  in  the  action  was  em- 
ployed on  a  three-day  per  week 
basis. 

It  was  contended  that  she  was  en- 
titled to  compensation  figured  on  the 
usual  five-day  working  week  main- 
tained by  the  concern  and  the  State 
Industrial  Commission  agreed  in  this 
interpretation. 

The  Commission's  ruling  was  ap- 
pealed to  the  Dane  County  Circuit 
Court,  where  it  was  reversed.  The 
court  held  that  compensation  is 
properly  calculated  on  actual  work- 
ing time  of  the  individual  employe 
and  not  on  the  usual  standard  work- 
ing week  maintained  by  the  com- 
pany for  its  regular  employes. 

Upon  appeal  to  the  State  Supreme 
Court  by  the  commission,  that  court 
sustained  the  Circuit  Court's  de- 
cision. 


Field  Museum's  Tele  Show 

Chicago — Field  Museum  is  putting 
on  a  television  show,  "Making  the 
Dead  Appear  to  Live,"  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Zenith  Radio  station, 
W2XYZ.        

Ruth  Gordon  on  "Info  Please" 

Ruth  Gordon  will  be  the  guest  ex- 
pert for  the  eighth  of  RKO  Pathe's 
"Information  Please"  series.  The 
reel  will  be  filmed  March  7. 

Mrs.  John  Damm  Expires 

Osgood,  Ind. — Mrs.  Elnora  Damm, 
wife  of  John  Damm,  operator  of  the 
Damm  Theatre  here  died  following  a 
long  illness. 


in  classrooms  is  refined  or  improved, 
greater  gains  will  be  made  in  de- 
sired outcomes  of  study.  However, 
it  is  pointed  out  that  since  the  mo- 
tion picture  merely  supplements 
other  methods  it  should  be  used 
only  after  careful  consideration  _  of 
the  subject  matter  and  the  objec- 
tives of  the  course.  The  writer  con- 
cludes, as  has  been  stated  on  pre- 
vious occasions  that  it  is  "not  a 
cure-all"  for  all  teaching  ills.  It  is 
not  self-operating  and  its  use  re- 
quires much  time  on  the  part  of 
supervisors  and  classroom  teachers 
for  preparation  if  it  is  to  function 
effectively.— A.  J.  D. 
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FILM  YEAR  BOOK 

Coming  Soon 


EXTENDED  RUNS  HIT 
SUBSEQUENT  HOUSES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"The  Fighting  69th,"  "Pinocchio" 
and  "The  Grapes  Of  Wrath"  to  bring 
the  total  to  17.  They  say  that  they 
have  been  put  behind  about  eight 
pictures  since  early  December  by 
holdovers  and  moveovers.  More 
pictures  are  being  booked  from  in- 
die exchanges  and  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  use  of  premiums, 
particularly  dishes.  Another  step 
has  been  the  booking'  of  reissues, 
some  of  them  five  seasons  old. 

In  Detroit,  there  appears  to  be  a 
definite  effort  on  the  part  of  first- 
runs  to  hold  back  their  forthcoming 
top  product  until  GWTW  closes.  A 
spokesman  for  one  of  the  larger 
circuits  said  that  a  strong  picture 
such  as  "Northwest  Passage"  would 
be  released  nationally  Feb.  23,  but 
that  it  probably  would  not  open  in 
Detroit  until  mid-March.  Mean- 
while, he  said,  pictures  of  less  draw- 
ing power  were  being  released  now 
when  strong  product  is  several  weeks 
behind  national   release   dates. 

"All  subsequent-runs  suffer,"  he 
asserted,  adding  that  "we've  had 
the  poorest  group  of  pictures  as  a 
whole  lately  that  I've  seen  since 
I've  been  in   show  business." 

Subsequent  houses  in  the  last-run 
class  have  not  been  affected  by  the 
shortage  in  the  Detroit  area. 

"Pinch"   Felt  In   St.   Louis 

Second  and  subsequent-run  houses 
in  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis  County 
are  feeling  a  decided  pinch,  accord- 
ing to  the  checkup,  because  of 
GWTW,  now  in  its  fifth  successful 
week.  Ordinarily  with  a  first-run 
picture  running  four  weeks,  it 
would  affect  second,  third  and  sub- 
sequent-run houses.  Second-runs  get 
pictures  35  days  after  Loew's.  Third- 
runs  follow  seven  days  later;  then 
there  is  another  gap  of  seven  days 
before  a  film  passes  to  the  next 
group  of  subsequent-runs. 

Harry  Greenman,  manager  of  the 
second-run  Esquire,  St.  Louis,  re- 
ports that  the  situation  has  been 
relieved  through  M-G-M  releasing 
two  pictures  to  the  second-run 
houses,  and  it  is  understood  that 
Columbia  also  plans  to  help  out  with 
a  couple  of  pictures,  which  will  take 
up  the  slack  entirely  for  the  Es- 
quire, Norside,  Varsity  and  Ritz. 

GWTW  played  five  weeks  day- 
and-date  at  the  Orpheum  and  State 
in  Boston,  but  the  tie-up  of  product 
in  New  England  was  relieved  some- 
what in  the  meantime  by  the  re- 
lease of  two  M-G-M  features  to  lo- 
cal first-run  Paramount  theaters. 
Suburban        exhibitors'        principal 


Pittsburgh  Holds  4 

Pittsburgh — Three  of  the  first-run 
downtown  theaters  here  are  playing  hold- 
overs this  week,  in  addition  to  GWTW 
at  the  Warner,  which  is  now  in  its 
fourth  week.  The  pictures  getting  ex- 
tended engagements  are  "Of  Mice  and 
Men,"  "The  Fighting  69th"  and  "Lit- 
tle  Old   New   York." 
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By  RALPH  WILK 


HOLLYWOOD 
Brown  Options  French  Pix  Rights 

("XARENCE  BROWN,  currently  di- 
recting "Edison,  The  Man,"  for 
Metro,  has  taken  a  10-day  option  on 
Jean  Douillard's  Paris  -  produced 
"Memento  Mori."  The  French  inde- 
pendent producer  is  asking  $15,000 
in  American  money  for  the  world 
rights  to  the  film. 

T  V  » 

Rose  Wants   Schildkraut 

Joseph  Schildkraut  has  received 
another  bid  to  make  pictures  over- 
seas, this  time  from  Dave  Rose  of 
Paramount,  who  wants  Schildkraut 
to  appear  in  a  series  of  films  to  be 
produced  in  Paramount's  London 
studies.  Schildkraut,  however,  is 
checking   over   local   offers   first. 

T  T  T 

Foote  May  Do  Carroll  Script 

Negotiations  are  now  under  way 
for  Bradbury  Foote,  ace  Metro  scen- 
arist, who  collaborated  on  "Young 
Tcm  Edison,"  and  "Edison,  The 
Man,"  scripts,  to  write  the  screen- 
play for  Madeleine  Carroll's  Euro- 
pean production,  "Crossed  Out,"  to 
be  produced  by  Dave  Rose  for  Para- 
mount. 

T  T  » 

Mono.  Buys  "Arm  of  the  Law" 

Monogram  has  purchased  an  or- 
iginal story,  "The  Arm  of  the  Law," 
by  Harrison  "Nick"  Carter  and 
Charles  Williams.  The  picture  is 
scheduled  to  go  into  production  im- 
mediately   following    completion    of 


"Midnight  Limited,"  which  they  also 
authored. 

T  T  T 

Marian  Marsh  with  Holt 

Marian  Marsh  has  been  signed  for 
the  feminine  lead  opposite  Jack  Holt 
in  the  new  Larry  Darmour-Columbia 
picture,  "Offenders  of  the  Law."  Lew 
Collins  will  direct.  Robert  Barrat, 
Dennis  Moore,  Jack  LaRue,  Frank 
LaRue,  Lane  Chandler,  Holmes 
Herbert  and  Russell  Hicks  have  been 
signed  for  the  supporting  cast. 

T  T  T 

WB  Sets  1940-41  Featuret 

"The  American  Cavalcade"  will 
be  the  first  Warner  featuret  to  be 
produced  in  Technicolor  for  1940- 
41  release,  with  shooting  scheduled 
to  begin  on  May  15.  Film  will  em- 
brace highlight  scenes  of  American 
history  clipped  from  previously-made 
historical  featurets,  together  with 
new  sequences.  Gordon  Hollingshead 
will  supervise,  and  William  McGann 
may  direct. 

T  T  T 

Finney  on  Location  Hunt 

Edward  Finney,  Monogram  pro- 
ducer, is  in  Arizona  searching  for 
a  new  location  for  Tex  Ritter's  next 
musical  outdoor  drama  tentatively 
titled,  "The  Cowboy  and  the  Kid." 
The  producer  is  accompanied  by  di- 
rector Al  Herman  and  writer  Rob- 
ert Emmett. 

Upon  completion  of  the  feature, 
Ritter  will  leave  for  an  extended 
personal  appearance  throughout  the 
Southwest. 


Hold  Rites  for  G.  W.  Moody 

Pittsburgh  —  George  W.  Moody, 
partner  of  C.  A.  Dickinson  in  the 
ownership  and  operation  of  the 
Plaza,  Strand  and  Bison  Theaters, 
Brownsville,  died  suddenly  from  a 
heart  attack.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  his  home  in  Charleroi 
yesterday. 


Hoffberg  Has  Finnish  Reel 

"Finland  Speaks,"  an  official  film 
prepared  from  original  negative 
made  by  the  Finnish  government, 
will  shortly  be  released  by  Hoffberg 
Productions,  Inc.  Film  has  been 
edited  down  to  one  reel,  running  nine 
minutes. 


squawk  is  that  the  extended  en- 
gagement saw  the  spending  of  cash 
by  potential  neighborhood  patrons 
who  went  into  Boston. 

Because  the  Woods  and  Oriental 
Theaters  in  Chicago  are  second-run 
houses,  GWTW  at  those  theaters  is 
not  affecting  the  second  and  subse- 
quent-runs. Lou  Reinheimer,  cir- 
cuit head,  assei'ts  that  there  are 
plenty  of  pictures  available,  but 
what  hurts  is  the  double  feature 
policies  which  enable  the  first-run 
theaters  to  tie  up  so  much  film  that 
the  second  and  general  release 
houses  are  placed  at  a  big  disad- 
vantage. Similar  views  were  ex- 
pressed by  Ludwig  Sussman,  owner 
of  the  Adelphi,  and  Van  Nomikos, 
leading   Chi.  independent   operator. 

Cleveland,    Pittsburgh    Unaffected 

Cleveland  has  not  been  affected  by 
the  run  of  GWTW  because  Loew's 
Stillman,   where    it   is    playing,    has 


been  using  move-overs  for  the  last 
few  seasons.  Circuit  heads  report 
no  picture  shortage.  Pittsburgh  ex- 
hibitors   report  the   same   situation. 

Second  and  subsequent-run  ex- 
hibitors in  San  Francisco  declare 
that  where  first-run  pictures  hold 
to  higher  prices,  they  do  not  seri- 
ously affect  second-runs,  but  where 
first-runs  cut  admissions  to  40  cents, 
as  manv  have  done,  second-runs  suf- 
fer. 

The  situation  facing  independents 
in  the  San  Francisco  area  is  summed 
up  by  Manager  Donohue  of  the 
Davies  Theater,  who  points  out  that 
most  of  the  first-run  circuits  also 
have  second-run  houses,  so  that  "the 
best  we  can  usually  do  is  to  get 
third  or  later  run  pictures,  and,  as 
a  result,  we  have  to  put  on  frequent 
giveaways  and  cash  nights  in  addi- 
tion to  double  features,  changed 
three  times  weekly,  in  order  to  draw 
paying    houses." 


RIGHT  PIX  HERE  CAN 
OFFSET  DROP  ABROAD 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

bank,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  the 

former  Louise  Fazenda. 

it.. 

Questioned  on  plans  for  theen  '40- 
41  season,  Wallis  said  that  the  pro- 
gram is  now  being  crystalized,  but 
the  precise  lineup  will  not  be  de- 
termined until  just  prior  to  the  com- 
pany's convention  period. 

He  declared  that  the  new  season's 
productions  will  not  be  keyed  to  any 
so-called  "trend,"  but  rather  will  the 
aim  be  to  turn  out  a  highly  diversi- 
fied program  with  again  the  "accent 
on  action." 

During  his  current  stay  in  the 
East,  Wallis  will  confer  with  h.o. 
officials,  see  current  plays,  and  par- 
ticularly is  he  here,  he  said,  for  the 
New  York  debut  of  "Dr.  Ehrlich's 
Magic  Bullet,"  at  the  Strand  on  Fri- 
day. The  previous  day,  he  said,  he 
and  Charles  Einfeld  will  go  to  Al- 
bany for  the  film's  opening  at  the 
Warner  house  there. 

Discussing  future  production  at 
Burbank,  Wallis  declared  the  War- 
ners have  two  features  in  mind  as 
strong  follow-ups  to  "Dr.  Ehrlich's 
Magic  Bullet"  because  of  the  already 
intense  interest  shown  in  that  attrac- 
tion. 

Wallis  disclosed  that  he  brought 
East  with  him  a  script  highly  suit- 
able as  a  Cagney  starring  vehicle, 
"City  for  Conquest."  He  confirmed 
the  acquisition  of  "The  Male  Ani- 
mal," a  Broadway  property  which 
was  reported  on  the  week-end  to  be 
in  closing  stages  of  negotiations. 
Two  literary  properties,  "Quietly 
My  Captain  Waits"  and  "Captain 
Horatio  Hornblower"  have  vast  film 
potentialities  as  big  pix  on  the  new 
lineup,  he  added. 

Before  leaving  Burbank,  Wallis  re- 
vealed that  he  had  seen  finishing 
touches  put  upon  "Virginia  City," 
which  he  described  as  an  excellent 
and  very  exciting  melodrama. 

Joseph  Hazen,  of  Warners'  legal 
staff,  arrived  on  the  Lake  Shore 
Limited  with  the  Wallises. 

Charles  Einfeld,  WB's  publicity 
and  advertising  head,  and  who  head- 
ed the  company's  welcoming  delega- 
tion at  the  Grand  Central  Terminal, 
stated  that  he  would  leave  on  Fri- 
day for  Burbank,  stopping  off  en 
route  in  Chicago  where  he  would 
confer  with  B  &  K  and  Great  States 
circuit  execs,  to  formulate  plans  for 
the  early  opening  of  "Magic  Bullet." 


Sob  Story 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Bob  Livingston,  Cap- 
itol exhib.,  is  showing  the  latest  in  up- 
to-date  theater  office  desk  equipment. 
Consists  of  a  salt  cellar,  and  bottle  of 
water  with  sprinkler  attachment,  and 
is  placed  next  to  the  fountain  pen 
stand.  It's  used  in  every  letter  to  the 
film  companies  asking  for  reductions. 
Letter  is  signed,  sprinkled  with  salt  and 
water. 

It  defies  chemical  analysis  and  gives 
ideal   imitation   of   tears. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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20th-Fox  Sales  Convention  to  Open  in  Chicago  April  1 

SWG  FIGHTS  NEELY  BILLJANTS  MONOPOLY  PROOF 

"U"  Formula  (or  Talent  Swap  Compensation  Revealed 


Indies  to  Make  9  or  10  Pix 

for  Company  Next  Season, 

Work  Testifies 

Universal  enforces  a  rigid  for- 
mula for  compensation  in  the  ex- 
change of  talent  between  it  and 
other  producing  companies  on  an 
impartial  basis,  Cliff  Work,  Univer- 
sal production  head,  declared  during 
a  two-hour  examination  yesterday 
conducted  by  Robert  L.  Wright,  Spe- 
cial Assistant  Attorney  General.  In 
another  part  of  the  examination 
Work  stated  that  the  production  de- 
partment in  no  way  was  affected 
by  the  distribution  or  exhibition  pol- 
icy of  the  company  in  the  face  of 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 

PIX  SUFFERSEVERE 

LOSS  BY  N.  E.  SNOW 


Warner  Theaters  in  Chicago  Zone  Will 

Address  Most  of  Their  Ads  to  Femmes 

Chicago — Managers  of  Warner  theaters  in  the  Chicago  zone  are  being  advised 
to  direct  most  of  their  advertising  to  femmes.  Advice  is  predicated  on  the  conviction 
of  Warner  zone  execs,  that  "women  either  spend  the  'dough'  themselves  directly  or 
influence  the  ways  in  which   it  will   be  spent." 

Memo  by  Charles  H.  Ryan  to  Warner  managers  says,  "Advertising  is  the  means 
through  which  you  can  lure  the  women.  Single  or  married  .  .  .  young  or  old  .  .  . 
romance  is  the  one  thing  that  interests  them.  Get  that  appeal  in  your  copy  .  .  .  the 
heart  interest,  the  heart  throbs,  the  things  they  can  picture  as  happening  in  their  own 
lives." 


U.  S.  Court  Disregards  Mont.'s  Ascap 
Law  in  Overruling  17  KFBB  Motions 


Boston — Snow  and  sleet,  which 
started  falling  late  Monday  and 
which  were  continuing  last  night, 
again  drastically  lowered  theater 
grosses,  delayed  film  deliveries,  and 
put  some  houses  temporarily  out  of 
commission  with  broken  electric 
wires. 

The  storm,  which  came  within  five 
days  of  New  England's  worst  bliz- 
bard  in   50  years,  has  cost  the  in- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Bioff  Returns  to  Chicago; 

Released  on  $5,000  Bail 

Chicago — William  Bioff  was  re- 
leased on  $5,000  bail  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice John  Prystalski.  Court  hearing 
is  set  for  Friday  morning. 

Arriving  here  by  plane  from 
Hollywood  yesterday  to  sur- 
render to  Illinois  to  complete  an  18- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Great  Fall,  Mont.  —  Apparently 
disregarding  the  fact  that  a  state 
law  exists  relative  to  outside  agencies 
collecting  performing  rights  fees, 
the  United  States  District  Court 
yesterday  overruled  motions  made  by 
station  KFBB  in  17  items  and  also 
refused  to  dismiss  the  Ascap  com- 
plaint.    Ascap  is  suing  for  infringe- 


I  ment  of  copyright  of  compositions 
I  belonging  to  its  members.  Court  al- 
I  lowed  30  days  for  defendant  to  an- 
!  swer  the  Ascap  complaint. 

Stations,  theaters,  cafes,  etc.,  have 
!  been  operating  without  Ascap 
!  licenses  since  the  Montana  anti- 
I  Ascap  law  went  into  effect,  with  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Bicycling  GWTW 

Annapolis,  Md. — Middies  at  the  Naval 
Academy  will  see  GWTW  at  a  special 
Academy  screening  Feb.  28,  with  reels  of 
the  pix  to  be  bicycled  from  the  Circle 
where  it  opens  on  Feb.  25. 


"Grapes"  Advance  Bookings 
Total  301,  20th-Fox  Record 

Advance  bookings  for  20th-Fox's 
"The  Grapes  Of  Wrath"  reached  a 
total  of  301  yesterday  at  the  home 
office.  This  is  a  record  for  the  com- 
pany on  day  and  date  bookings  for 
a  single  picture.  The  picture  goes 
into  its  fifth  week  at  the  Rivoli 
today. 

The    first   of   the    pre-release    en- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


RKO  In  Deals  for  Stars, 

Says  Schaefer  on  Return 

Negotiations  for  a  number  of  out- 
standing stars  to  appear  in  RKO  pic- 
tures were  revealed  by  George  J. 
Schaefer,  president,  who  returned  to 
his  desk  yesterday  after  a  month  at 
the  studios. 


It    was    reported    yesterday    that 
RKO  was  closing  a  deal  for  the  film 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


20th-Fox  Selects  Chicago  for  Sales 
Convention/  District  Parley  in  N.  Y. 


France  Studying  British 
Stock  "Mobilization"   Move 


Paris  (By  Cable)— The  French 
Government  is  studying  the  action 
of  the  British  government  in  "mo- 
bilizing"   selected   American    securi- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Annual  sales  convention  of  20th- 
Fox  will  be  held  in  Chicago  starting 
April  1,  barring  unforeseen  circum- 
stances that  might  make  a  change  in 
the  date  necessary,  it  was  announced 
yesterday  by  Herman  Wobber,  dis- 
tribution chieftain.  Convention  will 
be  preceded  by  a  month  by  a  dis- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Ready    to     Back    Action    to 

Restore  Competition  If 

Need  is  Shown 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Because  it  feels  that 
the  synopsis  clause  contained  in  the 
measure  is  "inimical  to  the  best 
interest- of  writers,  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  and  the  public  at 
large,"  the  Screen  Writers  Guild  will 
fight  the  Neely  anti-block-booking 
and  blind-selling  bill. 

Resolution  to  that  effect  was 
adopted  by  the  Guild's  directorate 
following  tabulation  of  the  ballots 
cast  by  the  general  membership  in 
a  mail  referendum  which  followed  a 
Neely  bill  debate  by  George  J. 
Schaefer,  RKO  prexy,  and  Abram 
F.  Myers,  Allied's  general  counsel 
and  board  chairman. 

Due   to   the  fact   that   the   Neely 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


WEST  ORANGE  TRUST 
SUIT  NAMES  MAJORS 


West  Orange,  N.  J. — An  anti-trust 
suit  for  $280,500  against  eight  ma- 
jor companies,  the  MPPDA  and 
others  has  been  filed  in  the  U.  S. 
District  Court  in  Newark  by  Westor 
Theaters,  Inc.,  and  the  Janbert 
Amusement  Corp.  of  West  Orange. 
Listing    a   total    of    65    counts,    the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Lampert,  Windsor,  Attacks 
Vitagraph-Shulman  Contract 

New  Haven — The  Lampert  Theater 
of  Windsor,  Inc.,  operator  of  the 
600-seat  Windsor  Theater,  Windsor, 
has  filed  a  $25,000  damage  suit, 
seeking  to  restrain  Vitagraph,  Inc., 
from  performing  a  second-run  con- 

(Ccmtinued  on  Page  6) 


No  Paper  Tomorrow 

THE  FILM  DAILY,  in  observance  of 
Washington's  Birthday,  national  holiday, 
will    not   be    published    tomorrow. 
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Jack  Manning  Dead 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Jack  Manning,  form- 
er dancing  star  and  dance  teacher, 
is  dead  here  at  the  age  of  43. 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Warner  Bros.  Set  to  Produce 
"Life  of  Benjamin  Franklin" 

Warners,  regardless  of  plans  by 
any  other  company,  will  produce 
"The  Life  of  Benjamin  Franklin," 
and  under  that  specific  title,  The 
Film  Daily  was  informed  yesterday 
by  authoritative  channels  close  to 
the  organization. 

Advising  channels  also  asserted 
that  Warners'  legitimate  depart- 
ment is  directly  interested  in  bring- 
ing to  Broadway  a  stage  revival  of 
"Romeo  and  Juliet"  which  is  sched- 
uled to  open,  according  to  tentative 
plans,  at  the  Hollywood  Theater  on 
May  8.  Laurence  Olivier  and  Vivien 
Leigh  are  slated  for  the  leading 
roles. 

Reports  that  "Anna  Christie"  will 
be  produced  by  Warners,  with  Bette 
Davis  in  the  leading  role,  were  de- 
scribed as  "premature,"  and  conse- 
quently no  verification  could  be  ob- 
tained, although  it  was  admitted  that 
there  has  been  "some  talk"  along 
this  line. 


British  Wages  Act  Raises 
Film  Delivery  Costs  15% 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Rates  for 
film  delivery  service  have  advanced 
15  per  cent  in  Great  Britain  as  a 
result  of  the  new  Wages  Act.  In- 
crease adds  further  to  the  problems 
of  exhibitors,  already  faced  with  ris- 
ing costs  in  other  branches  of  amuse- 
ment catering.  Many  members  of 
the  CEA  are  agitating  for  a  scheme 
by  which  they  can  pass  the  added 
cost  on  to  patrons. 

London  and  Home  County  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  CEA  has  put  the 
matter  down  as  an  urgent  problem 
for  settlement.  Under  the  Wages 
Act  all  delivery  of  films  on  Sunday 
must  be  paid  for  at  additional  rates, 
whereas  formerly  Sunday  was  a 
normal  working  day  as  far  as  film 
transport  was  concerned. 


Bondy  Orders  Hearing  Mar.  5 
on  3  Claims  Against  RKO 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday ordered  a  hearing  on  March 
5  at  2:30  p.m.  on  an  application  of 
the  Irving  Trust  Co.,  as  trustee  of 
RKO,  to  allow  three  general  claims 
against  RKO.  The  claims  are  by 
Lehman  Bros,  for  $9,098;  The  Leh- 
man Corp.,  for  $4,511;  and  RCA  for 
$18,565.  They  represent  amounts 
due  under  an  agreement  made  by 
RKO  in  1931  to  pay  transfer  tax  on 
10-year  gold  debentures. 


John  Ford's  Argosy  Corp. 
Will   Make  O'Neill  Story 

Purchase  of  Eugene  O'Neill's  "The 
Long  Voyage  Home"  was  announced 
yesterday  as  the  first  picture  to  be 
made  by  the  recently  organized 
Argosy  Corp.,  headed  by  John  Ford. 
Argosy  has  signed  a  contract  with 
Walter  Wanger  for  the  production 
and  distribution  of  the  picture  as  one 
of  its  1940-41  United  Artists  re- 
leases.    Production  starts  in  April. 


AGVA  to  Talk  Contract 
With  Roxy's  Management 

Announcing  yesterday  that  it 
would  open  negotiations  with  the 
Roxy  Theater  Friday  morning  for  a 
contract,  the  American  Guild  of 
Variety  Artists  also  indicated  that 
it  was  not  beyond  probability  stars 
in  the  AAAA  setup  now  appearing 
in  Broadway  presentation  houses 
might  be  kept  out  of  houses  in  the 
future  that  do  not  sign  with  AGVA 
as  the  committee  which  will  nego- 
tiate with  the  Roxy  has  representa- 
tives from  all  AAAA  unions. 

Meeting  with  Irving  Lesser,  man- 
aging director  of  the  Roxy,  will  be 
Paul  Dullzell,  Equity,  Emilv  Holt, 
AFRA,  Florence  Marston,  SAG,  Ruth 
Richmond,  Chorus  Equity,  and  Hoyt 
Haddock,  executive  secretary  of 
AGVA,  Ken  Howard  and  several 
other  AGVA  members. 

Personnel  of  the  negotiating  com- 
mittee was  believed  yesterday  to 
be  an  indication  that  the  union  is 
going  to  press  every  Broadway 
presentation  house  for  contracts  in 
the  near  future.  It  was  believed  that 
full  support  of  every  AAAA  union 
had  been  pledged  even  to  the  extent 
of  boycotting  theaters  where  con- 
tracts had  not  been  signed. 


"Hell's  Angels"  Starts 

at  N.  Y.  Rialto  Monday 

"Hell's  Angels"  in  its  so-called 
streamlined  version  will  have  its 
Eastern  premiere  at  the  Rialto  The- 
ater, Broadway,  next  Monday. 

Astor  Pictures,  distributors  of  the 
Howard  Hughes  air  story  of  the  last 
war,  will  have  three  other  features 
on  screens  in  the  Times  Square  area 
at  the  same  time.  "Vengeance  of 
the  Deep"  opens  at  the  Central  to- 
day, "Tumbleweeds"  goes  into  the 
Times  Square  on  Friday  and  on  the 
same  day,  "Our  Daily  Bread"  starts 
a  run  at  the  Apollo. 


Roosevelt's  Globe  Prod. 

Plans  Horace  Mann  Film 


James  Roosevelt,  president  of 
Globe  Productions,  announced  yes- 
terday that  his  company  would  film 
the  life  of  Horace  Mann,  noted 
American  educator.  Houston  Branch 
is  to  write  the  screen  play  and  the 
wife  of  Mann  will  have  a  supporting 
role  in  the  picture. 

Roosevelt  left  Hollywood  yester- 
day for  Philadelphia  where  he  will 
deliver  a  Washington's  birthday  ad- 
dress. 

Roosevelt  has  signed  Horace 
Heidt  and  His  Musical  Knights  for 
a  United  Artists  picture  to  be  based 
on  the  "Pot  o'  Gold"  radio  program. 


Donovan  Hall  With  Filmack 
as  Director  of  Sales,  Adv. 

Donovan  Hall,  who  recently  re- 
signed as  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  for  Ross  Federal  Service, 
Inc.,  has  joined  the  Filmack  Co.  of 
Chicago  as  director  of  sales  and  ad- 
vertising. Hall  takes  over  his  new 
duties  on  Monday. 
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COflllRG  AM  G0IIIC 


CLIFF  WORK,  Universal  production  head,  re- 
turned  to   the  Coast  last   night. 

LEON  BAMBERCER,  head  of  sales  promotion 
for  RKO,  and  MRS.  BAMBERCER,  leave  today 
for  Chicago  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Mrs. 
Bamberger's   mother. 

JOSEPH   L.   MANKIEWCIZ   is  at  the   *»rre. 

RALPH  PIELOW,  Metro  branch  ma'.  b,^r  in 
Albany,    is   in   Florida  for  a   two-week  stay. 

MALCOLM  AMES;  of  Technicolor,  Inc.,  Lon- 
don, arrives  here  today  on  the  Manhattan. 

IVAN    LEBEDEFF    and    DAVID    A.    TURNURE 
have    returned    to    the   Coast   after   stopping   at'  - 
the  Sherry  Netherland. 

JOHN  JUSTIN  arrives  here  on  the  Washington    . 
after   completing   a    role    in    "Thief   of    Bagdad" 
for   Alexander   Korda. 
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GEORGE  SUSSMAN  leaves  for  Buffalo  this  week 
to  take  over  a  booker  post  in  the  20th-Fox 
exchange  there. 

ADOLPH  EISNER,  B  &  K  exec,  is  in  Mexico    I 
City   for  a   vacation. 

AMOS  CURRY,  upstate  exhib.,  is  here  for 
a   short  stay  on  business. 

DAVE   WALLERSTEIN,    B    &   K    district   man-    | 
ager,   is  vacationing  in  Sun  Valley. 

KAY  MULVEY,  associate  editor  of  the  Wo- 
man's Home  Companion,  leaves  the  Coast  this 
week   for   Detroit   and   New   York. 


Northwest  Passage"  Opens 
With  Hollywoodian  Flourish 


Boise,  Ida. — In  typical  Hollywood 
style,  "Northwest  Passage"  had  its 
world  premiere  here  last  night  at 
the  Pinney  Theater.  Giant  search- 
lights played  on  the  theater  as 
crowds  watched  the  arrival  of  M-G- 
M  stars  who  came  here  for  the  occa- 
sion. Present  were  Ilona  Massey, 
Isabel  Jewell,  Virginia  Grey  and  Alan 
Curtis. 


:.. 
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N.  Y.  Wage  Bills  Opposed 


Albany — Disapproval  of  the  mini- 
mum wage  bills  to  bring  the  Federal 
wage-hour  law  within  the  scope  of 
intra-state  commerce  was  expressed 
in  memorandums  sent  to  members  of 
the  legisature  by  the  New  York 
County  Lawyers  Association  and  its 
legislative  committee. 
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Best  wishes  from  THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  21 
Gordon    S.    White 

Arline   Judge 
Edwin    L.    Marin 
Arthur  Rosenberg 

FEBRUARY  22 

James    Kirkwood 

Robert  Young 

Nacio    Herb    Brown 

C.   W.   Yates 

Albert    Herman 

B.  P.  Fineman 
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T  PLAN  FOR  TALENT 
SWAP  COMPENSATION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

government  implications  to  the  con- 
trary. 

1  Work  pointed  out  as  proof  of  an 
impartial  policy  in  the  lending  of 
Ntale<  .that  Universal  had  borrowed 
Walter  Pidgeon  from  Republic,  an 
independent,  and  had  made  unsuc- 
cessful efforts  to  obtain  Gene  Autry 
ifrom  the  same  company.  A  formula 
known  as  the  four  and  three  policy 
Jjin  the  borrowing  of  talent  is  used, 
he  said.  He  explained  that  when 
(Universal  loaned  out  a  player  who 
^received  about  $1,000  weekly,  the 
borrowing  company  under  this  for- 
itnula  was  required  to  pay  $7,000  for 
the  first  four  weeks,  a  bonus  of 
|:$3,000,  and  $1,000  weekly  thereaf- 
ter. Occasionally  a  star  will  be 
.Joaned  for  two  weeks  at  double  sal- 
ary, he   said. 

.,  Universal  will  loan  any  player 
ithat  they  have  without  restrictions 
except  that  it  enforces  a  rule  that 
the  part  to  be  played  must  be  "cred- 
ible." Illustrating  this  point,  Work 
.'stated  that  Fox  borrowed  Robert 
Cummings  in  return  for  a  loan  to 
Universal  of  William  Seiter,  direc- 
tor. Moreover,  he  asserted,  Univer- 
sal does  not  inquire  as  to  whether 
'a  picture  for  which  a  star  is  loaned 
will  be  distributed  to  first-run 
'houses. 

Work  went  into  considerable  de- 
tail on  Universal's  method  of  de- 
termining a  season's  production  pro- 
gram. For  the  1939-40  season  a 
committee  of  11  executives  made 
notes  for  a  full  year  before  con- 
ferring together  the  latter  part  of 
1938  to  set  up  a  tentative  program. 
[Various  ideas  for  pictures  were  dis- 
cussed and  the  available  stars  and 
[josts  were  taken  up.  An  estimate 
•.of  the  expected  gross  of  each  pic- 
ture is  also  made,  he  said.  As  an 
.example,  he  cited  the  film  "Destry 
Rides  Again,"  figured  for  a  gross 
of  $2,000,000  which  subsequently 
iproved  about  10  per  cent  on  the  con- 
servative side. 

Universal  has  a  number  of  deals 
with  independent  producers  to  make 
pictures  for  it,  Work  stated.  He 
cited  a  recently  closed  deal  with 
Prank  Lloyd  to  make  six  pictures, 
as  an  example.  He  also  revealed 
that  his  company  had  attempted  to 
obtain  the  services  of  Frank  Capra, 
but  lost  out  to  Warner  Bros.  Uni- 
versal tried  to  get  producers  to  put 
up  money  towards  these  films  since 
its  cash  position,  he  stated,  "hasn't 
Jeen  any  too  good."  He  predicted 
that  independents  would  make  nine 
or  10  films  for  the  company  during 
the  1940-41   season. 

No  examination  will  be  held  to- 
day since  Ned  E.  Depinet  is  out  of 
town  and  William  Millard,  secretary 
of  RKO,  cannot  appear  due  to  ill- 
ness in  his  family.  The  next  sched- 
uled examination  will  be  that  of 
Barney  Balaban  and  Neil  F.  Agnew 
on  March  4. 


with  PHIL  M.  OALYi 


•  •      •     THIS  corner  is  a  suckei  for  a  slick  statistics. — but  aren't  we 

all? Perhaps   it's    because    colorful    filmland   begets    colorful    facts 

and  figures Take  for  example  the  li'l  pamphlet,  titled  "Facts  About 

Newsreels"   (1940   Edition) just   issued   by   The   Newsreel    Theaters, 

Inc via  that  circuit's  general  manager.  Major  A.  G.  Rudd Sez 

the  latest  pamphlet  in  the  series  which  has  proved  a  very  successful 

biz   builder: 'In   1915   Pancho  Villa   sold  the   movie   rights   to   his 

Mexican  War  for  $25,000  and  fought  several  battles  on  location 

'Newsreel  Wong's'  famous  shot  of  the  Chinese  baby,  crying,  sitting 
alone  amid  ruins  of  a  bombed  railway  station  in  Shanghai  is  the  most 
widely  publicized  newsreel  picture  ever  taken 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  "FOX  cameraman  Mejat's  sensational  closeup  of  King 
Alexander's  assassination  in  1934  is  the  most  dramatic  actuality  in 

newsreel  history In  his  Georgia  mine,  Major  Dugas  set  off  a 

dynamite  blast  at  request  of  newsreel  cameramen,  and  an  entirely 

new  gold  vein  of  fabulous  wealth  stood  exposed Sinking  of 

Austrian  Battleship  'St.  Stephen'  during  World  War  showed  great- 
est loss  of  life  in  any  single  film News  of  the  Day  was  first  to 

use  the  word  'newsreel'  in  1917  when  'it  was  officially  titled  Inter- 
national Newsreel First  war  crisis  films  by  Clipper  reached 

Paramount  News  in  31%  hours" These  are  but  a  few  of  the 

many  facts  included There's  one  which  avers  that  W.  French 

Githens,  Newsreel  Theaters'  prexy,  has  screened  47,200  newsreel 
subjects amounting  to  some  5.000.000  feet  of  film 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     MISTER  Githens  is  by  no  means  an  industry  exception  when 

it  comes  to  sittin'  down  and  figurin'  statistically Not  long  ago  we 

came  across  Paul  Terry  of  Terry-Toons  concentrating  deeply  on  statistics 

and  the  conclusion  was  that  for  the  past  10  years,  working  eight 

to  10  hours  per  day he  has  produced  on  the  average  of  one  short 

every  other  week but  with  all  the  gigantic  effort  and  time 

all  the  shorts  could  be  shown  in  only  30  continuous  hours! 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     TONIGHT  a  most  unusual  event  will  be  held   by   a 

most  unusual  family— The  Film  Family  Moskowitz! 

Celebration  will  mark  the  birthday  of  Mrs.  Anna  Ruth  Moskowitz 

and  will  be  in  her  home  at  Kew  Gardens present  will 

be  her  five  sons,  Charles,  Harry,  Arthur,  Joe  and  Martin 

Now  while  the  highlights  will  be  the  general  happiness  and  birth- 
day cake there  will  be  a  very  brilliant  cinematic  feature 

for  Walt  Disney's  "Pinocchio"  will   be  privately  screened 

Adding  to  the  gathering's  gaiety  is  the  fact  that  yesterday  was  the 
birthday  of  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  the  eldest  of  the  boys 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  ©      ©     THOSE  Warner  gents  hurled  the  cocktail  reception  to  end 

all  cocktail  receptions at  the  Waldorf  yes'day  p.m It  started 

out  in  the  Carpenter  Suite  but  had  to  be  moved  to  much  larger  quarters 

'cause  Hal  Wallis  and  his  wife,  the  former  Louise  Fazenda 

had  such  a  vast  popular  following  among  the  Press  and  celebrity  folk 

In  addition  to  the  guests  of  honor  Wallises were,  among  the 

vast  array  of  notables,  Erin  O'Brien  Moore,  J.  P.  McEvoy,  Charlie  Einfeld, 
Warden  Lewis  E.  Lawes,  Gradwell  Sears,  Carl  Leserman,  Robin  Ray- 
mond, Mort  Blumensiock,  lack  Alicoate,  Paul  Muni,  Louis  Sobol,  Jake 
Wilk,  Cobina  Wright,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  John  Garfield,  Chester  Bahn,  Ed  Hatrick, 

Miriam  Hopkins,  Radie  Harris,  Edwina  Hecht,  Stella  Unger In  short, 

you  can  roll  out  the  barrel,  'cause  the  filmland  gang  in  the  East  was  all 
there 


URGES  JUNIOR  GROUP 
OF  TALENT  IN  TELE 
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With  unions  now  engaged  in  work- 
ing out  a  scale  for  television  pro- 
ductions, further  impetus  was  given 
to  television  and  frequency  modula- 
tion yesterday  when  establishment 
of  a  "junior  experimental"  division 
in  television  and  frequency  modula- 
tion was  urged  by  a  New  York  sta- 
tion official  as  an  impetus  to  quicker 
development  of  the  fields.  According 
to  exec's,  plan,  establishment  of  spe- 
cial divisions  at  lower  scales  would 
materially  help  both  the  stations 
and  entertainers  during  the  experi- 
mental periods  of  these  media. 

Stressing  the  fact  that  both  tele- 
vision and  frequency  modulation 
stations  will  probably  continue  to 
play  to  limited  audiences  for  some 
time  to  come,  but  that  eventually 
they  should  develop  into  entertain- 
ment forms  that  will  greatly  in- 
crease employment  for  performers, 
plan  proposes  that  the  "junior  ex- 
perimental" groups  be  composed  of 
younger  entertainers,  who  will  re- 
ceive valuable  experience  in  addi- 
tion to  special  union  scales  for  their 
work. 

Members  of  the  AAAA  board 
jointly  administering  the  television 
field  for  the  next  six  months  by 
agreement  have  not  as  yet  agreed 
upon  a  wage  scale,  but  it  is  expected 
tnat  they  will  complete  their  survey 
and  study  in  the  near  future  on  this 
matter. 


20-Fox  Suspends  Don  Ameche; 
Para.  Has  to  Recast  Pix  Leads 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Don  Ameche  has  been 
suspended  by  20th  Century-Fox  for 
failure  to  report  to  Paramount  stu- 
dios on  a  loan-out  for  a  picture 
called  "The  Night  of  January  16th." 

Refusal  of  Ameche  to  play  in  the 
Para,  picture  has  resulted  in  recast- 
ing the  leads,  as  Barbara  Stanwyck 
has  to  fulfill  another  commitment  at 
another  studio.  Patricia  Morrison 
and  Ray  Milland  will  play  the  leads 
and  a  new  director  will  be  assigned. 
Mitchell  Leisen,  who  was  to  have  di- 
rected, has  been  assigned  to  "Po- 
lonaise." 


GWTW  Prints  to  Australia, 
South  Africa  and  India 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  open 
shortly  in  English-speaking  coun- 
tries outside  of  the  U.  S.  Prints 
are  now  en  route  to  Australia,  South 
Africa  and  India. 

Superimposing  of  English  titles 
on  prints  slated  for  non-English 
speaking  countries  has  started. 
Shipment  of  these  prints  to  foreign 
countries  will  start  about  May  1. 
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WEST  ORANGE  TRUST 
SUIT  NAMES  MAJORS 
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plaintiffs  charge  the  defendants  with 
operating  a  monopoly  "to  the  disad- 
vantage of  independent  exhibitors." 

The  Westor  company  operated  the 
Windsor  Theater  until  last  July 
when  the  Janbert  Amusement  Corp. 
took  over  the  house.  Actual  claim 
of  the  two  firms  allegedly  based  on 
injury  to  their  business  amounts  to 
$78,000  to  Westor  and  $15,500  to 
Janbert,  which  ask  triple  damages. 

Named  in  the  complaint,  as  filed 
by  Edward  McGlynn,  attorney,  are 
Warner  Bros.,  20th  Century-Fox, 
Paramount,  United  Artists,  Colum- 
bia, RKO,  Loew's,  Inc.,  Universal, 
MPPDA  and  Will  Hays. 


Court  Ruling  Disregards 

Mont.'s  Anti-Ascap  Law 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

former    licensees    relying    upon    the 
law  for  protection. 


Para.  Sets  6  "Dr.  Cyclops" 
Pre-Release  Test  Showings 

Six  pre-release  test  engagements 
for  "Dr.  Cyclops"  have  been  set  by 
Paramount.  Special  exploitation  men 
to  handle  each  engagement  have  been 
assigned  to  each  city  in  which  the 
picture  is  to  open.  Picture  is  to  be 
pre-released  in  Kansas  City,  Den- 
ver, Hartford,  Providence,  Altoona, 
and  Nashville,  early  in  March. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.  —  Three-judge 
Federal  court  yesterday  began  con- 
sideration of  the  merits  of  the  Ascap 
contention  that  the  Tennessee  anti- 
Ascap  law  is  unconstitutional.  An 
early  decision  was  expected,  due  it 
was  said,  to  the  fact  that  a  precedent 
had  been  established.  However,  dif- 
ferences in  the  manner  of  the  case 
being  presented  may  react  favorably 
to  the  broadcasters  and  other  music 
users. 


Canadian  Exhib.  Leaders 
Vacationing  in  Hollywood 

Toronto — N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Independent  Theaters 
Ass'n  of  Ontario,  has  left  Toronto 
for  an  extended  vacation  in  Califor- 
nia. Accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
child,  he  plans  to  stay  in  California 
until  about  mid-April. 

Harry  Alexander,  president  of  the 
ITA,  who  is  heading  the.  campaign 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Dominion- 
wide  ITA,  is  already  in  California 
with  his  wife  enjoying  a  month's 
vacation. 


Seat  for  Every  Seven 

Aiburquerque,  N.  M. — Total  seating 
capacity  of  the  eight  movie  houses  here 
is  5,000.  The  population  of  the  city 
of  Albuquerque  is  35,000.  This  gives 
a  seat  for  every  seven  individuals  in  the 
city. 


Lampert,  Windsor,  Attacks 
Vitagraph-Shulman  Contract 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tract  sold  its  competitor,  the  Shul- 
man-operated  Plaza  Playhouse,  in 
the  Superior  Court  for  New  Haven 
County.  The  complaint,  signed  by 
Herman  M.  Levy,  is  returnable  on 
March  5. 

The  plaintiff  alleges  that  it  entered 
into  two  first-run  contracts  for  fea- 
tures and  shorts  with  Vitagraph  in 
September,  1939,  with  the  agreement 
that  the  company  would  license  no 
second-run  in  Windsor.  Subsequent- 
ly, in  January,  1940,  it  is  stated 
that  the  company  entered  into  a 
second-run  contract  with  14  days 
clearance,  with  the  competitive  the- 
ater (the  600-seat  Plaza  Playhouse). 
It  is  customary  to  consult  with  a 
first-run  operator,  the  writ  states, 
as  to  fair  and  equitable  clearance, 
before  entering  into  any  second-run 
agreement. 

Moreover,  it  is  claimed  that  usage 
dictates  a  clearance  of  at  least  sev- 
eral months  in  a  town  of  8,000.  In 
addition  to  the  injunctions  and  the 
money  damage,  the  plaintiff  seeks 
reformation  of  its  contracts  with 
Vitagraph,  to  "express  the  true 
agreement  of  the  plaintiff  and  the 
defendant." 

Both  Windsor  theaters  were  open- 
ed this  past  winter.  The  Windsor 
is  a  remodeled  house,  formerly  op- 
erated by  Nathan  Lampert;  while 
the  Plaza  is  newly   constructed. 

GWTW  Syracuse  "Moveover" 
in  Nabe  House  on  March  3 


SCREEN  WRITERS  GUILD 
FIGHTS  NEELY'S  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

bill  also  poses  the  question  of  mo- 
nopoly in  the  industry,  the  SWG 
board  also  went  on  record  as  favor- 
ing "any  proper  legislative  and  ju- 
dicial action  which  first  demonstrates 
factually  the  existence  of  monq  byy 
within  the  industry  and  which  Jks 
as  its  sole  purpose  restoration  of 
free  and  open  competition  within 
the  industry  should  it  be  demon- 
strated that  such  does  not  exist." 

Members  of  the  SWG  voted  on 
three  questions: 

"Do  you  oppose  the  Neely  bill, 
with  its  censorship  dangers  as  con- 
tained in  Section  4?'' 

"Should  the  SWG  (while  opposing 
the  Neely  bill  because  of  Section  4) 
take  a  positive  stand  against  mo- 
nopolistic tendencies  in  the  motion 
picture  business?" 

"Should  the  SWG  sidestep  the  en- 
tire matter?" 

The  detailed  vote  was  not  made 
public  yesterday. 


Del.  Commission  Studies 

"Blue  Laws"  Elsewhere 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Kallet's  Regent 
theater,  which  has  Metro's  second- 
runs  here,  will  be  used  for  the 
"moveover"  engagement  of  GWTW 
which  closed  at  Loew's  State  last 
week. 

GWTW  has  been  set  for  the  Re- 
gent, nabe  house  in  the  University 
section,  opening  March  3  for  a  week. 
Same  price  scale  as  for  the  down- 
town engagement  will  prevail;  there 
will  be  three  shows  daily,  with  seats 
reserved  for  the  night  performance. 


New  Projection  Room 

Bonded  Film  Storage  Corp.,  1600 
Broadway,  has  opened  a  new  projec- 
tion room  on  the  sixth  floor.  Room 
has  Frigidaire  air  conditioning,  RCA 
Photophone  sound,  Simplex  projec- 
tors and  a  seating  capacity  of  24. 
It  will  be  available  for  night  screen- 
ings.   

Len  Morgan  Sells  Book 

Len  Morgan,  for  a  number  of 
years  a  well-known  film  trade  jour- 
nal writer  and  editor,  has  sold  a 
book  for  boys,  "Klondike  Adventure," 
to  the  Thomas  Nelson  Co.  for  Fall 
publication  through  the  A.  Monte 
Stein  agency. 


Wilmington,  Del. — Thorough  study 
and  research  of  Sabbath  laws  in 
other  states  is  being  conducted  by 
the  9-member  commission  which  will 
report  to  the  1941  General  Assem- 
bly on  Delaware's  144-year-old  Sun- 
day blue  laws.  "We  hope  to  meet 
late  in  April  with  some  concrete 
ideas  to  consider,"  according  to  the 
Rev.  Ralph  L.  Minker,  commission 
chairman,  "but  until  the  outside 
study,  now  being  made,  is  completed, 
there  is  nothing  to  report." 

Few  concrete  proposals  for  mod- 
erating the  present  laws  have  been 
furnished  to  the  commission,  it  was 
indicated,  but  general  agreement 
has  been  found  that  something 
should  be  done  to  modernize  the 
ancient  statutes. 

The  legislative  commission  in- 
cludes Rev.  Minker,  Senators  George 
R.  Clark,  Harold  W.  T.  Purnell, 
Paul  R.  Rinard  and  Benjamin  F. 
Simmons,  and  Representative  Henry 
C.  Canby,  George  W.  Rhodes,  Ed- 
ward Knight  and  John  L.  Barr. 


Selette  Hospitalized 

Albany — Eddie  Selette,  manager 
of  Warner's  Albany,  spent  his  fifth 
anniversary  on  that  job  in  the  hos- 
pital, due  to  a  recent  injury. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  <DAILY 

Hollywood — Marriage  of  Pauline 
Garon  and  John  Alban  was  disclosed 
yesterday.  Ceremony  took  place  in 
Yuma   over  the  week-end. 


Marriage  of  Dorothy  Page,  actress, 
to  Fred  Lueschner,  Hollywood  lawyer, 
was  disclosed  yesterday.  Marriage 
took  place  in  December. 
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20-FOX  SALES  MEET 
OPENS  IN  CHI.,  APRIL  1 
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trict  managers  meeting  Wobber  has 
called  for  March  1-2  in  New  York. 
(The  Film  Daily  on  Thurs- 
day exclusively  reported  from 
the  Coast  that  a  major  company 
was  planning  to  steal  a  march  on 
its  rivals  with  an  early  sales 
meeting). 

In  addition  to  Wobber,  a  delega- 
tion of  home  office  executives,  a  Na- 
tional Theaters  group  headed  by 
Spyros  Skouras,  Truman  Talley, 
Movietone  News  head,  Paul  Terry, 
Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  director  of 
foreign  distribution,  are  expected 
to  augment  the  sales  and  field  forces 
convening  in  the  Midwestern  city. 
Plans  to  hold  an  international  con- 
vention which  would  be  attended  by 
the  company's  representatives  from 
all  over  the  world  have  been  dropped, 
due  to  war-time  transportation  and 
other  difficulties. 

President  Sidney  R.  Kent  is  ex- 
pected to  be  one  of  the  key  speakers 
and  it  is  possible  that  Darryl  F.  Za- 
nuck,  production  head,  will  attend 
and  speak.  These  plans  are  still  ten- 
tative, however,  and  apart  from  the 
date  and  city,  nothing  has  been  fin- 
alized. Huddle  will  probably  last 
two  days. 


20th-Fox  Completing  1940-41 
Story  Lineup;  Shoot  in  March 

West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — With  first  of  the  com- 
pany's 1940-41  product  slated  to  go 
before  the  cameras  in  March,  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  is  rapidly  completing  the 
lineup  of  story  properties  for  next 
season's  program. 

Zanuck's  own  top  product  for 
1940-41  will  include  "Down  to  the 
Sea  in  Ships,"  "I  Married  a  Nazi," 
"Broadcast,"  "Fifth  Avenue,"  "The 
Great  Profile,"  "Song  of  the  Is- 
land," "Brooklyn  Bridge,"  "Public 
Deb.  No.  1,"  "End  of  the  Trail," 
"Western  Union"  and  "Minstrel 
Man." 

Other  important  stories  listed  for 
production  for  release  next  season 
are:  Irving  Berlin's  "Say  It  With 
Music,"  "Henry  Stanley  in  Eng- 
land," "Brigham  Young"  which  gets 
under  way  next  month,  "The  Return 
of  Frank  James"  with  Henry  Fonda, 
"Mark  of  Zorro,"  the  musical  "South 
American  Way"  (new  title  will  be 
announced  for  this  one),  S.  S.  Van 
Dine's  "Shadows  in  the  Snow,"  "The 
Californian,"  "Khyber  Rifles,"  "Red- 
Cross  Nurse,"  "Bowery  Nightingale," 
"The  Great  Commandment,"  "The 
Postman  Walks  Alone,"  "Maverick 
University"  (tentative  title),  "Breach 
of  "Discipline,"  "Belle  Starr"  and 
others. 

Tyrone  Power  will  be  starred  in 
"The  Great  Commandment,"  to  be 
refilmed  from  Cathedral  Pictures' 
unreleased  production  with  Irving 
Pichel  directing. 


5-Cent  Admission  Cut  for  Lesser  Bills 

Seen  Increasing  Value  of  Other  Shows 

Philadelphia — Exhibs.  in  some  of  the  smaller  towns  in  this  territory  are  experimenting 
with  five  cent  cuts  in  admission  on  certain  nights  when  weaker  features  are  played. 

Angle  is  the  showmen's  theory  that  this  increases  the  value  of  the  other  shows,  the 
patron  presumably  concluding  that  if  he  can  buy  a  lesser  show  for  a  cheaper  price,  the 
other  must  be  worth  more. 


Bioff  Returns  to  Chicago; 

Released  on  $5,000  Bail 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

year-old  jail  sentence,  Bioff,  an- 
nounced his  resignation  from  the 
chairmanship  of  the  negotiating  com- 
mittee of  the  Conference  of  A  F  of  L 
Studio  unions. 

The  committee  at  present  is  en- 
gaged in  studio  wage  negotiations, 
the  producers  committee  seeking  to 
rescind  a  10  per  cent  wage  increase 
granted  in  November. 

Bioff  sent  the  following  telegram 
to  the  Conference's  secretary: 

"  'In  view  of  the  fact  that  Gov. 
Culbert  Olson  has  seen  fit  to  extra- 
dite me  to  Illinois  in  the  midst  of 
negotiations  that  are  vital  to  all  of 
you,  I  regret  that  I  find  it  necessary 
to  resign  as  chairman  of  the  confer- 
ence of  studio  unions.  I  appreciate 
the  confidence  that  you  have  given 
me  in  all  my  associations  with  you 
and  wish  you  all  every  success  in 
your  efforts  to  better  the  conditions 
of  those  you  represent  and  all  those 
who  work  for  a  livelihood'." 

Bioff  will  serve  about  six  months 
of  the  sentence  imposed  in  1922.  His 
departure  from  Hollywood  was  un- 
heralded. His  plane  reservation  was 
in  another  name. 


Union  Conference  Refuses 
Resignation  of  Bioff 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Conference  of  Studio 
Unions  has  refused  to  accept  the 
resignation  of  William  Bioff  who  is 
chairman  of  its  negotiating  commit- 
tee. Spokesman  for  the  unions  de- 
clared he  had  been  released  in  Chi- 
cago on  a  habeas  corpus  writ  and 
that  he  is  expected  to  return  here 
shortly.  The  spokesman  bitterly  de- 
nounced Governor  Olson  who  au- 
thorized Bioff's  extradition,  and  also 
attacked  the  CIO  "pressure  group," 
producers  and  individuals  who,  the 
unions  charge,  caused  the  extradition. 

Hal  Mohr,  president  of  Interna- 
tional Photographers'  Local  659,  was 
added  to  the  negotiating  committee. 

Union  representatives  said  that 
producers  would  be  given  two  or 
three  days  more  to  submit  new  fig- 
ures in  their  attempt  to  prove  con- 
tinuance of  the  10  per  cent  pay  rise 
is  unwarranted. 


Warner  Bros.  May  Produce 
Two  Pictures  in  Nevada 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Two  stories,  "Terri- 
torial Enterprise,"  dealing  with  Mark 
Twain  whose  newspaper  of  that 
name  was  an  important  factor  in 
bringing  law  and  order  to  Virginia 
City,  and  "Sutro's  Tunnel,"  sug- 
gested by  Governor  Carvel  of  Neva- 
da, may  be  produced  by  Warner 
Bros,  in  that  state. 


France  Studying  British 
Stock  "Mobilization"  Move 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ties,    including    those    of    four    film 
industry  companies,  held  by  British 
subjects. 

While  no  immediate  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  French  government 
to  adopt  similar  measures  is  indi- 
cated, declarations  of  all  foreign  as- 
sets held  abroad  by  French  citizens 
have  been  made  and  are  being  tabu- 
lated. 


Ottawa — It  is  believed  in  well  in- 
formed circles  here  that  the  Canad- 
ian government  will  not  parallel  the 
United  Kingdom's  action  in  requi- 
sitioning  American    securities. 


British  government  sales  of  Loew, 
Paramount,  RCA  and  duPont  stocks 
"mobilized"  as  a  war  economy  meas- 
ure will  be  directed  by  its  own  rep- 
resentatives, the  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal declared  yesterday.  The  finan- 
cial paper  said  they  are  expected 
to  handle  such  sales  "most  care- 
fully," feeding  them  out  at  a  pace 
consistent  with  market  activity  and 
with  needs  of  the  British  Treasury. 

A  London  cable  to  the  New  York 
Herald  Tribune  yesterday  said  U.  S. 
citizens  living  in  Britain  are  ex- 
empt from  the  securities  requisition. 


Schaefer  Assigns  6  Pix 

for  Lee  Marcus  to  Produce 


West    Coast    Bur 
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Hollywood — George  J.  Schaefer, 
RKO  prexy,  has  assigned  six  im- 
portant pictures  for  Lee  Marcus  to 
handle  for  the  first  half  of  the  com- 
pany's  1940-41  program. 

They  include  a  new  Anne  Shirley 
picture  called  "Anne's  House  of 
Dreams";  two  Gene  Stratton  Porter 
novels,  "Laddie"  to  star  Tim  Holt, 
and  "Freckles"  to  star  Jimmy  Ly- 
don;  an  untitled  Peter  B.  Kyne  out- 
door picture;  a  story  called  "A  Man 
Without  a  World,"  and  an  aviation 
picture,  "Men  Against  the  Sky." 

Cliff  Reid  will  produce  the  first 
five  under  Marcus's  supervision,  and 
Howard  Bretherton  will  produce 
"Men  Against  the  Sky." 


Sussman  Luncheon  Today 

Luncheon  will  be  tendered  today 
to  George  Sussman  of  the  20th-Fox 
print  department,  who  is  being 
transferred  to  the  company's  Buffalo 
branch  as  a  booker.  Some  75  asso- 
ciates and  friends  will  attend.  Suss- 
man is  the  brother  of  William  Suss- 
man, Eastern  division  manager  for 
20th-Fox. 


PIX  SUFFER  SEVERE 
LOSS  BY  N.  E.  SNOW 
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dustry  $500,000  to  date,  it  is  esti- 
mated. Boston  and  suburbs  are  not 
yet  dug  out  from  last  Wednesday's 
severe  snowfall.  /C~. 

■ —        ® 

Stormy  Weather  Postpones 
Meet  of  N.  E.  Allied  Unit 

Boston  —  Frank  Lydon,  president 
of  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  yes- 
terday postponed  the  scheduled  busi- 
ness meeting  because  of  "inclement 
weather."  A  quorum  was  present 
but  Lydon  and  Business  Manager 
Arthur  K.  Howard  felt  that  the  de- 
tails to  be  taken  up  were  of  such 
importance  that  the  confab  should 
be  set  over,  possibly  two  weeks. 


"Grapes"  Advance  Bookings 
Total  301,  20th-Fox  Record 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gagements  was  held  in  Miami  at 
the  Surf  and  Lincoln  theaters  yes- 
terday to  be  followed  by  a  Wash- 
ington's Birthday  premiere  at  the 
Capitol  theater  in  Cincinnati  and 
the  West  Coast  premiere  in  Los  An- 
geles at  the  Four  Star  theater  on 
Feb.  27.  On  the  following  day  the 
picture  will  begin  simultaneous  en- 
gagements in  three  theaters  in  Los 
Angeles,  the  Four  Star,  Grauman's 
Chinese  and  Loew's  State.  This  also 
is  the  first  time  any  picture  ever 
played  three  theaters  in  one  city  at 
the  same  time  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

In  four  other  cities,  Miami,  Des 
Moines,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Kansas 
City  the  picture  will  play  in  two 
theaters  at  the  same  time.  Other 
engagements  for  the  picture  in  Cali- 
fornia, where  skeptics  said  the  pic- 
ture never  would  be  shown,  are 
scheduled  for  February  29  and 
March  1. 

More  than  500,000  lines  of  news- 
paper space  already  have  been  set 
for  this  unprecedented  list  of  ad- 
vance showings,  Charles  E.  McCar- 
thy, director  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity for  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
stated. 


RKO  in  Deals  for  Stars, 

Says  Schaefer  on  Return 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

rights  to  "Two  On  an  Island,"  cur- 
rent Broadway  hit,  at  a  reported 
price  of  $125,000. 


Complete  Self-Regulation 
to  be  Granted  to  "Extras" 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Complete  self-regula- 
tion through  their  own  union  local 
will  be  granted  to  extras  by  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors' Guild.  The  executive  staff  and 
legal  department  of  SAG  will  pre- 
pare plans  providing  complete  au- 
tonomy for  the  extras  under  a  local 
charter  from  the  Guild. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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l20f/i-Fox,  Para.  File  Answers  to  Gov't  Interrogatories 

BRITAIN! REVEAL  QUOTAJECISION  IN  TWO  WEEKS 

L.  A.  C  of  C  Com'tee  Recommends  Defeat  of  Neely  Bill 


Proposed  Law  is  Declared  An 

Attempt  to  Put  the 

Gov't  into  Biz 

IWest    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Special  committee  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce has  submitted  a  report  to  the 
Chamber's  board  of  directors  formal- 
ly recommending  the  defeat  of  the 
Neely  bill. 

i  The  committee  declares  that  the 
proposed  law  is  an  attempt  to  put 
jthe  Government  into  business  where 
jit  cannot  do  constructive  work  but 
;on  the  contrary  will  place  such  re- 
strictions   upon   the   motion   picture 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


ROOSEVELT  TO  MAKE 
NIGKEL-IN-SLOT  PIX 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Mills-Globe  Co.  has 

.formed  here  by  James  Roosevelt  and 

jFred  L.  Mills  of  Chicago  to  produce 
short   sound   films   to   be    shown  by 

.  nickel-in-the-slot  projectors  at  cor- 
ner drug  stores  and  other  business 
places. 

Roosevelt  will  furnish  weekly  three 
2%  to  3  minute  subjects  on  35  mm. 
and  16  mm.  film.  Pictures  will  be 
projected  on  a  mirror  screen  18  by 

I  24  inches. 


Eleven  Chicago  West  Side  Allied 

Theaters  Will  Try  Single  Features 

Chicago — Eleven  West  Side  Allied  theaters, — Atlantic,  California,  Circle,  Douglass, 
Cold,  Grand,  Lindy,  Marshall,  Square  Road,  Twentieth  Century,  White  Palace — will  run 
single-feature  programs,  Feb.  25-27,  to  back  up  Prexy  Jack  Kirsch's  assertion,  that  Chicago 
Allied   theaters  will  go  single  features   permanently,    if  circuit  theaters  will   do   likewise. 


PDG  FRANCHISE  MEN    ALLIED  TELLS  MAJORS 


MULL  FIRM'S  FUTURE 


Ways  and  means  of  keeping  Pro- 
ducers Distributing  Corp.  in  business 
are  being  discussed  by  the  com- 
pany's franchise  holders  at  meetings 
now  being  held  in  New  York.  Fran- 
chise holders  from  the  company's 
exchanges  in  key  cities  came  to  New 
York  to   map   out  a  program  under 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Cleveland  Exhibitors  Ass'n 

Sues  8  for  Assessments 


Cleveland  —  Eight  local  picture 
houses  have  been  sued  in  Common 
Pleas  Court  by  the  Cleveland  Mo- 
tion Picture  Exhibitors  Associa- 
tion   for    approximately    $5,700    al- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Universal's  Fields-West 

Pix  Into  Roxy  March  15? 

Universal's  "My  Little  Chicadee," 
W.  C.  Fields-Mae  West  co-starrer, 
is  tentatively  slated  to  open  at  the 
Roxy,  Broadway,  on  March  15. 


GWTW  to  Leave  Philly's 

Boyd,  Continue  at  Earle 

Philadelphia— GWTW  will  end  its 
Boyd  theater  engagement  on  March 
6,  but  will  continue  indefinitely  at 
the  Earle.  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois" 
will  follow  at  the  Boyd. 

Termination  of  the  Boyd  run  is 
expected  to  open  the  way  for  the 
presentation   of   the   record    grosser 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ARBITRATION  WANTED 


Formal  notification  of  national 
Allied's  desire  for  an  arbitration 
system  in  the  industry  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  sales  heads  of  the  ma- 
jor distributors.  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  general  counsel,  has  sent  cop- 
ies of  the  arbitration  resolution 
which   was  adopted  at  the  January 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Theaters'  Counter  Offer 
to  "Pot  0'  Gold"   Illegal 


St.  Louis — Plan  for  combatting 
the  "Pot  0'  Gold"  radio  lottery  pro- 
gram being  used  by  a  number  of 
indie  pix  theaters  of  St.  Louis  and 
St.  Louis  County  has  been  held  by 
Carl  V.  Eimbeck,  assistant  prosecut- 
ing attorney  of  St.  Louis  County,  to 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Government  White   Paper  to 

Cover  Negotiations  With 

Film  Industry 

London  (By  Cable)— The  Board 
of  Trade's  quota  decision,  which  will 
vitally  affect  American  film  inter- 
ests operating  in  this  market,  will 
be  announced  in  two  weeks,  it  was 
learned  authoritatively  over  the 
holiday. 

At  the  same  time,  it  became  known 
that  the  Government  has  determined 
to  issue  an  official  White  Paper  cov- 
ering the  negotiations  with  the  in- 
dustry within  a  month. 

In  all  probability,  the  Board  of 
Trade's  decision  will  favor  retention 
of  the  quota  principle,  although  the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


TENN.'S  ASGAP  LAW 

UNCONSTITUTIONAL 


Para.  Withholds  Income  and  Loan  Data/ 
20-Fox  Reports  No  Fixed  Indebtedness 


Catholic  Group  Demands 
Quebec  Act's  Enforcement 

Montreal — A  request  that  Quebec's 
present  Moving  Pictures  Act,  for- 
bidding children  under  16  years  of 
age  from  attending  film  theaters, 
not  only  be  maintained  but  that  it 
be  more  strictly  enforced  in  future, 
has  been  received  in  a  letter  sent  by 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Answers  to  the  first  24  Govern- 
ment interrogatories  were  filed  on 
Wednesday  by  the  Paramount  and 
20th-Fox  groups  of  defendants  in 
the  equity  action  brought  against 
the  majors  by  the  D  of  J. 

The  20th-Fox  replies  were  note- 
worthy in  that  none  of  the  answers 
was  withheld  from  the  public  as  con- 
fidential, while  Paramount  privately 
filed  11  out  of  24  replies,  with  a  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Knoxville  — ■  Federal  Statutory 
Court  issued  a  decree  of  findings  in 
which  it  held  the  Tennessee  anti- 
Ascap  law  unconstitutional  and 
granted  an  injunction  against  its 
enforcement. 

Tribunal  comprised  District  Judges 
Elmer  Davies  and  George  Taylor, 
and  Judge  Xenophon   Hicks,  of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Anti-Trust  Complaints 

At  Record  High — Berge 

"There  has  never  been  a  time  in 
history  when  so  many  complaints  of 
anti-trust  violation  as  now  have 
poured  in  on  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice,"   Wendell    Berge,    Special    As- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Illinois  Allowed  Case 

to  Lapse,  Bioff's  Claim 

Chicago  —  Counsel  for  William 
Bioff,  chairman  of  the  negotiating 
committee  of  the  Conference  of  A 
F   of  L   Studio  Unions,  will   argue 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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{QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  WED.,  FEB.  21) 

NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close    Chg. 
liy4     "         11       +     % 

)    7Vg      6%      7'/8     

22i/2     22i/2     221/2  +     1/2 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2% 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd... 

East.  Kodak  

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st  pfd.. . 
Paramount   2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe  Film  

RKO     

20th    Century-Fox    . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

V/arner  Bros 

do    pfd 


15434  1541/4  1541/4  —     % 

178  178  178       +  2 

131/g      13i/8  13l/8  _      l/g 

36i/4  361/g  36i/8  —    3/s 

1081/g  1081/g  108 1/8  +     i/s 

8'/8      75/g  73/4  —    i/4 


93/4      9%      93/4     

113/4  Ill/a  113/g  _      l/4 

1V4       1%       IV2     

121/s  12        12         


90        90        

3'/8      3%  —     1/4 
50        50       +     1/2 


NEW  YORK  BOND  MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.1015/8  101%  101%     

Loew's  deb.  3i/2s46.103       103       103         

Para.   B'way  3s55 

Para.    Picts.   6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3l4s47 

RKO   6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  88         88         88         

NEW  YORK   CURB   MARKET 

Monogram   Picts 13-16  13-16  13-16  —1-16 

Sonotone  Corp 1 1/2       1  Vl       1  Vz  —     Vs 

Technicolor    15%     15i/2     15l/2   +     !4 

Trans-Lux 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     4  4  4       +     % 

Universal    Picts 10        10        10      —  1 

N.  Y.  OVER-THE-COUNTER  SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film  7  pfd 

Fox  Thea.  Office  BIdg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45...  72         73 
Roxy  Thea.  BIdg.  4s  1st  *57 66 Vi    68i/2 


Lange  Arriving  to  Report 

on  Both  Spain  and  Italy 

Fred  Lange,  Paramount's  manager 
for  continental  Europe,  is  expected 
to  deliver  an  authoritative  report 
on  the  motion  picture  situation  in 
Spain  and  Italy  upon  his  arrival 
from  abroad.  He  is  expected  to 
reach  Baltimore  by  Clipper  tomor- 
row or  Sunday  and  may  confer  with 
Paramount  executives  in  New  York 
on   Monday. 

Lange  has  made  an  exhaustive 
study  of  the  industry's  prospects  in 
Italy  and  Spain  and  is  said  to  have 
the  latest  information  on  recent  de- 
velopments. He  also  will  report  to 
Paramount  general  film  conditions 
in  Europe,  particularly  the  warring 
nations.  Lange  makes  his  annual 
visit  to  the  U.  S.  about  this  time. 


Chi.  Taverns  Must  Secure 

City  Permits  for  Films 

Chicago — Tavern  proprietors  de- 
siring to  present  16  mm.  films  must 
secure  a  city  permit,  Judge  Mason 
Sullivan  ruled  here  yesterday. 

Judge  Sullivan  discharged  Joseph 
Good,  owner  of  the  Good  Tavern, 
arrested  for  showing  films  without 
a  municipal  license,  but  he  was 
warned  to  secure  a  permit  for  his 
next  film  show. 


Second  "Pinocchio"  Week 
At  Center  Ahead  of  First 


SAFETY  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Walt  Disney's  "Pinocchio"  yester- 
day began  its  third  week  at  the  Cen- 
ter Theater,  New  York,  and  the 
Hillside  and  Pantages,  Los  Angeles. 
John  K.  Hyatt,  manager  of  the  Cen- 
ter, reported  that  the  second  week 
of  the  picture  out-grossed  the  first 
and  that  he  looked  for  a  bigger  third 
week. 


E.  Thornton  Kelly  Joins 

Philadelphia  Allied  Unit 

E.  Thornton  Kelly,  formerly  con- 
nected with  New  York  Allied  and 
more  recently  with  the  Connecticut 
and  New  England  Allied  units,  has 
joined  Allied  of  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania as  field  representative.  Kelly 
will  concentrate  on  a  membership 
drive  for  the  Pennsylvania  organi- 
zation. 


Maclntyre  and  Michalson 
Off  on  Depinet  Drive  Tour 

Capt.  Herb  Maclntyre  of  the  RKO 
Ned  Depinet  Drive  leaves  today  on 
his  second  tour  of  the  U.  S.  and 
Canada  in  the  interest  of  the  cam- 
paign. Harry  Michalson,  short  sub- 
jects sales  manager,  is  accompany- 
ing him. 

Meanwhile,  the  Seattle  branch  is 
leading  the  list  in  the  third  week  of 
the  drive. 


$10, 


,000  For  the  Finns 

Chicago  —  Finnish  Relief  Drive 
here  netted  $10,000  via  theater  lob- 
by collections. 


January  Admission  Tax 

Collections  Show  Drop 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — First  month  collec- 
tions for  1940  show  a  slump  in  ad- 
missions taxes,  the  Bureau  of  In- 
ternal Revenue,  reported  yesterday. 
January,  1940,  collections  were  re- 
ported at  $1,486,534.64  compared 
to  $1,564,134.28  for  same  month  of 
1939.  This  represents  a  decrease  of 
$77,599.64,  and  is  also  $505,999.92 
less  than  the  $1,974,534.56  collec- 
tion for  December,  1939. 

Broadway  figures  show  a  still 
more  drastic  drop,  with  January 
collections  at  $192,232.74,  compared 
to  $447,839.87  for  January,  1939, 
representing  a  decrease  of  $255,- 
607.13.  January  figure  is  $417,- 
866.81  less  than  the  $610,099.55  col- 
lection for  December,  1939. 


Conn.  MPTO  Hears  Squawks 
Against  Mail  Box  Ruling 

New  Haven — Connecticut  MPTO 
heard  exhibitors'  complaints  on  the 
recently-enforced  Post  Office  De- 
partment prohibition  against  plac- 
ing theater  programs  in  home  mail 
boxes,  at  a  luncheon  meeting  this 
week.  Arthur  H.  Lockwood  pre- 
sided. The  Bingo  and  budget  com- 
mittees also  made  reports.  Next 
meeting  is  set  for  12:30  p.m.,  Tues- 
day, March  19,  at  Ceriani's  Cafe 
Mellone,  New  Haven. 


Cartoon  Films  Exec.  Here 
to  Talk  Distribution  Deals 


Dave  Biedermann,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  sales  for  Cartoon  Films 
Ltd.,  of  Beverly  Hills,  has  arrived 
in  New  York  to  discuss  distribution 
deals  for  a  series  of  cartoons  in 
color  which  his  company  is  produc- 
ing  on   the   Coast. 

Negotiations,  it  is  understood,  are 
being  carried  on  currently  with  a 
"semi-major"  here.  Three  of  the 
series  have   already  been   finished. 


Bernhard  Convalescing 

Joseph  Bernhard's  convalescence 
is  progressing  so  satisfactorily  that 
his  physicians  are  planning  to  let 
him  begin  handling  correspondence 
from  his  bedside.  But  for  the  time 
being,  no  visitors  will  be  permitted. 


comiriG  ADD  GOinG 


CHARLES  EINFELD,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  Warners,  leaves  today  for  the 
Coast. 

FRED  LANGE,  continental  European  m  *  ger 
for  Paramount,  is  due  to  leave  Euro(Te  Piis 
week-end  by  Clipper.  J- 

LYNN  FARNOL,  United  Artists  ad.  and  pub. 
chieftain,  returns  to  his  desk  Monday  after 
Coast    conferences. 

TOM  WALKER,  vice-president  and  Eastern 
representative  of  Hal  Roach  Productions,  leaves 
the   Coast   today   for   New   York. 

JOSEPH  P.  KENNEDY  sails  for  Europe  Satur- 
day   on    the    Manhattan. 

ARTHUR  HORNBLOW,  JR.  leaves  Hollywood 
shortly  for  Washington  to  confer  with  Air  Corps 
officials  on  a  new  picture  he  will  produce  for 
Paramount. 

HARRY  F.  SHAW,  Loew-Poli  division  man- 
ager at  New  Haven,  and  MRS.  SHAW,  leave 
early  in  March  for  a  vacation  in  Mexico  and 
California. 

HOWARD  ZIMMER,  Napoleon,  O.,  exhib.,  is 
in    Florida. 

HARRY  HENDERSON,  manager  of  the  Lorain- 
Fulton  Theater,  Cleveland,  has  arrived  in  Flor- 
ida   for   a   Vacation. 

JACK  GILFORD  leaves  for  the  Coast  next 
week. 

DAVE  BIEDERMANN,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  sales  for  Cartoon  Films,  Ltd.,  has  arrived  in 
town  from  the  Coast. 


Conn.  Allied  to  Receive 

Legislative  Com.  Report 

New  Haven — The  legislative  com- 
mittee of  Allied  Theaters  of  Con- 
necticut met  at  the  Hotel  Garde  and 
will  report  at  the  coming  luncheon- 
meeting  of  the  general  body  on  Tues- 
day at  the  Hotel  Garde.  Allied  has 
addressed  a  letter  to  all  exhibitors 
in  the  territory,  apprising  them  of 
its  recently-appointed  Grievance 
Committee,  headed  by  Joseph  F. 
Reed,  and  offering  the  services  of 
this  committee  to  members  and  non- 
members  alike. 


Dunbar  Hearing  Monday 

Dallas — Hearing    in    the    Dunbar 
anti-trust  suit  is   set  for  Monday. 


WANTED — Salesman  acquainted  with  ex- 
hibitors in  the  East  to  introduce  a  con- 
structive box  office  stimulant.  This 
offer  endorsed  by  the  Nat'l  Comm.  for 
Education.  Write  Nat'l  Comm.  for  Educa- 
tion, 122  East  42nd  Street,  or  Phone 
MU.   5-5190. 


ANNOUNCING     :     :     :     :     :    ANNOUNCING 

Exclusive  Official  Motion  Pictures 

of  the 

MIDDLEWEIGHT  CHAMPIONSHIP  of  the  WORLD 

CEFERINO  GARCIA  and  HENRY  ARMSTRONG 

To  be  Photographed  at  Ringside 

Round  by  Round  also  Slow  Motion 

WRITE  —  WIRE  —  PHONE 

JIMMY  O'CONNELL 

1576  W.  Washington  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles 

Foreign  Rights  Available 


Phone— Parkway  2577 


FLASHED 
TO  THE 
NATION! 

Postal  Telegraph 
Special  Preview 
Service  sent  the 
rave  comments 
below  to  leading 
publications. 


ever  saw 


THE  GOVERNOR 
OF  IDAHO  said: 

"The  finest  1  have  ever  seen. 
Outstanding  picture  of  the  age. 

—Gov.  C.  A.  Bottolfsen 

THE  POSTMASTER  said: 

"Perfect  portrayal  of  Rogers 

Rangers.  Marvelous." 

— Harry  L  Yost 
THE  EDITOR  said: 

"One  of  the  grandest  shows  1 


ever  »<aw. 

-Irving  Hart,  Daily  Statesman 

ANOTHER  EDITOR  said: 

"Spencer  Tracy's  strongest  role. 
Most  beautiful  Technicolor 

job  ever." 

-Max  G.  Funke,  Capital  News 

THE  MAYOR  said: 

"Wonderful.  Real  treat  for  all." 
—Mayor  James  Straight 

SENATOR  CARL  BROWN 

"Inspiring.  Wonderful." 

THE  PUBLIC  said: 

"We'll  tell  the  nation-it's  a  sensation 


It  was  noisy  in  Boise- 
stars,  celebrities,  parades. 

Thousands  came  from 
far-distant  towns— 

Another  big  M-G-M 
Showmanship  Premiere— 

To  launch  another  socko 
box-office  attraction! 

The  National  Ad  Campaign 
is  starting.  Get  ready! 


THWEST  PASSAGE"  (Book  J— Rogers'  ko, 
in  Technicolor.  Starring  SPENCER  TRACY  with  Robert  j 
Young,  Walter  Brennan,  Ruth  Hussey,  Nat  Pendleton  j 
Screen  Play  by  Laurence  Stallings  and  Talbot  Jennings  j 
Based  on  the  Novel  by  Kenneth  Roberts  •  Directed  by  King  j 
Vidor  •  Produced  by  Hunt  Stromb  A-G-M  Picture  ! 
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TENN.'S  ASCAP  LAW 

UNCONSTITUTIONAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

U.  S.  Circuit  Court.  This  is  the  sec- 
ond such  decision  to  favor  Ascap 
within  the  past  two  months.  Ascap 
was  represented  by  Schwartz  & 
Frohlich,  of  New  York,  and  local 
counsel. 

Unknown  at  the  present  time 
whether  the  State  of  Tennessee  will 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  for 
final  adjudication.  State  of  Florida 
reached  the  high  court  on  certain 
points,  but  not  on  the  entire  ques- 
tion of  whether  its  state  law  was 
or  was  not  constitutional. 


GN  Exchange  Euipment 

in  Keys  Brings  $8,900 

Equipment  in  the  exchanges  for- 
merly operated  by  Grand  National 
has  been  sold  to  Irving'  Schaap,  an 
auctioneer,  who  will  liquidate  these 
assets.  Price  paid  for  the  equip- 
ment was  $8,900.  Branches  in  28 
key   cities   were   involved. 

Meanwhile,  equipment  at  the 
Grand  National  studios  in  Holly- 
wood is  to  go  on  the  auction  block 
next   Wednesday    and   Thursday 


1939  Net  of  $403,312 

for  American  Seating 

Report  of  American  Seating  Co. 
and  subsidiaries  for  year  ended  Dec. 
31,  1939,  shows  net  profit  of  $403,- 
312,  after  usual  deductions,  equal  to 
$1.82  a  share  on  221,062  non-par 
shares  of  capital  stock.  This  com- 
pares with  net  profit  of  $238,308, 
or  $1.08  a  share  in   1938. 

Gross  sales  in  1939  were  $8,452,- 
414  against  $7,029,737  in  1938. 


Sanders  Takes  Elton 

The  Elton  Theater,  Brooklyn,  has 
been  taken  over  by  Julius  Sanders. 
The  theater  will  be  booked  by  Harry 
Brandt.  It  will  close  temporarily 
and  will  re-open  approximately 
March  25. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  23 
Norman    Taurog  Rita   Weiman 

Victor  Fleming  Emil    C.    Jensen 

FEBRUARY  24 

Harry  D.  Buckley  Nathaniel    Finston 

Richard  Thorpe  Harry     Blair 

FEBRUARY  25 

Zeppo  Marx  Warren  Hymer 

Helen  Jerome   Eddy 
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•      •      •     THAT  good  old  proverb  "bout  "Two's  company,  three's   a 

crowd" is   currently    getting   the   living   daylights   knocked   out    of 

it by  Russell  Birdwell  &  Associates   (including  Mister  Myer  Beck) 

in  their  national  campaign  for  Columbia's  "Too  Many  Husbands" 

Prof.  Birdwell's  boys  have  gone  so  far  as  to  concoct  a  new  dance 

bearing   the   same   title   as   the   film Two   guys    and   a   gal 

collectively  perform  this  terpsichorean  tidbit how,  we  don't  profess 

to  know but  what  we  do  know  is  that  Birdwell  &  Brethren  have 

grabbed  off  a  helluva  lot  of  pictorial  space  in  the  nation's  newspapers 

anent  the  new  dance Personally,  we're  not  sold  on  the  creation 

Imagine  seeing  a  flashy  lookin'  frail  out  on  the  dance  floor 

and  you  having  to  go  up  to  some  masculine  mug  in  the  "stag  line" 

and  say: "Hey,  Buddy,  I  wanna  dance  with  the  broad  in  green. 

Wotta'ya  say  you  cut-in  with  me!" On  the   other  hand  we   can 

see  some  advantage  to  the  threesome  dance but  only  in  the  event 

you're  really  stuck  for  a  fourth  at  bridge 


e     •      •     ON  Monday,  "The  Baker's  Wife"  world  premieres  at 

the  local  World  Cinema We've  lamped  this  French  feature 

in  the  quiet  precincts  of  Lloyd's  projection  room and  hold 

that  it's  a  tremendously  fine  and  amusing  human  document 

which  ranks  with  the  best  ever  to  come  out  of  La  Belle  France 

Packing  humor,  pathos,  romance,  realism,  and  seasoned  with 

spice  a  la  Voltaire it  appears  destined  to  knock  loudly  on  the 

gates  of  those  in  whose  power  rests  the  giving  of  awards  for  the 

best  foreign  picture  of  1940 Raimu  plays  the  star  role  of  the 

baker and  'tis  a  memorable  performance 


•  •      •     SPEAKING   of   foreign   pix London   cables  assert  that 

the  chillun  of  John  Bull  are  so  prideful  o'er  the  recent  Altmark  raid 

that  a  film  on  the  subject  may  soon  be  made with  Charles  Laugh- 
ton  suggested  for  the  role  of  the  "hell  ship"  captain.  .  .  •  The  Nazi 
newspaper  Voelkischer  Beobachter  moans:  "Certain  neutral  governments 
tolerate  a  situation  in  which  all  movies  show  French  and  English  topical 

films,  but  almost  no  German  films" Now  why  do  you  suppose  that 

is? 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     TODAY  the  social  whirl  hereabouts  will  continue 

via  a  Celebrity  Cocktail  Party  from  five  to  seven  this  p.m. 

in  Sherman  Billingsley's  Stork  Club with  Dorothy  Lamour 

as  honor  guest La  Dottie  is  currently  and  personally  appear- 
ing at  the  Paramount  Theater which  reminds  us  that  there's 

a  very  up-and-going-somewhere  young  singer  on  the  same  bill 

His  name's  Barry  Wood and  the  Wood  "pipes"  are  such 

things  as  Stradivarius  violins  are  made  of for  his  vocal- 
izing is  reminiscent  of  Professor  Bing  Crosby Mr.  Wood  is, 

by  the  way,  a  star  of  radio's  "Hit  Parade" and  the  gent's  very 

likely  screen  material 


•      •      •     THEN  tonight,  at  the  Hotel  New  Yorker Cliff  (Voice  of 

Jiminy  Cricket)  Edwards  is  being  feted at  an  after-the-theater  sup- 
per and  such There  have  been  so  many  parties  'bout  town  since 

Walt  Disney's  latest  classic  blew  into  the  Center  Theater that  folks 

are   beginning   to   ask   one   another: "Where's   the   Pinocchi-Oasis 

today?" 


«      «       « 


»      »      » 


Feb.    23:    Cincinnati    Cinema    Cub    stag    dinner. 
Variety   Club. 

Feb.  28-29:     ITO  of  Ohio  convention,  Columbus 

Feb.   29:   Academy   Awards    banquet,    Hre  hood. 

j 
Feb.  29:     Ampa's    farewell    luncheon    for    Frank 
S.   Nugent,   Dempsey's   Restaurant. 

March  8:     Washington    Variety   Club    testimonial 
for   Andrew    R.    KeKey,    Willard    Hotel. 

March  9:     Warner   Club    Bali,    Waldorf-Astoria. 

March  14:     AAAA    Gambol    of    the    Stars,    Hol- 
lywood. 

March  15:  Cleveland  Variety  Post  midnight  bene- 
fit,   Circle    theater. 

March  25:     MPPDA  annual  meeting,  Hays  office. 

March   29:     Actors'    Equity   quarterly   meeting. 

April  3:     Industry  Good  Will  Get-tcgether,  Penn 
Hotel,    Altoona,    Pa. 

April  5-6:     Second  annual  Chicago  Visual  Educa- 
tion   Forum,    Morrison    Hotel. 

April   17:     Wilmington   Better   Films  Council   an- 
nual   luncheon. 

April   18:     Will    Rogers    National    Theater    Week 
opens. 

April  21:     AAAA    Ball,    Waldorf-Astoria. 

April  22-25:     SMPE     Spring     convention,     Chal- 
fonte-Haddon    Hall    Hotel,    Atlantic    City. 

May  8-10:     Pacific  Coast  Conference  convention, 
Los  Angeles. 


New  16  mm.  Sound  Projector 
Developed  by  Photophone 

RCA  Photophone  engineers  have 
developed  a  16  mm.  sound  projector 
for   industrial   and   educational   use. 

Built  by  the  RCA  Manufacturing 
Company  and  competitively  priced 
at  $300,  the  new  projector  will  be 
exhibited  officially  for  the  first  time 
at  the  convention  of  the  American 
Association  of  School  Administra- 
tors opening  tomorrow  in  St.  Louis. 

Features  of  the  new  RCA  projec- 
tor include:  Unusually  brilliant  pro- 
jection, f  1.65  optical  system,  with 
a  standard  750-watt  lamp;  RCA 
Photophone  sound  with  push-pull 
amplification — 10- watt  rated  output; 
simplified  threading  with  threading 
line  on  projector  casting;  theatrical 
framing — no  change  of  projector  po- 
sition; efficient  cooling  of  projection 
lamp.  The  lamp  itself  is  quickly 
changed  and  the  lamphouse  remains 
cool   after  long  operation. 


S.  O.  S.  Purchases  Rights 

to  Superior  Projector 

Coxsackie  Manufacturing  Corp., 
has  sold  all  its  rights,  title,  and  in- 
terest in  the  Superior  Projector,  in- 
cluding patents,  to  S.  O.  S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.  S.  O.  S.  will  move  the 
production  equipment  such  as  dies, 
tools,  jigs,  fixtures  and  patterns 
from  Coxsackie,  to  this  city,  where 
production  will  be  continued. 

Acquisition  of  Superior  marks  the 
third  such  move  in  recent  months, 
S.  O.  S.  having  recently  absorbed 
Consolidated  Theater  Supply  Corp., 
and  International  Theater  Acces- 
sories Corp. 
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"Vigil  In  The  Night" 

with   Carole   Lombard,   Brian   Aherne,  Anne 

Shirley 
RKC 96   Mins. 

POWERFUL  MELODRAMATIC  HOSPITAL 
STORY  HAS  OUTSTANDING  PERFORM- 
ANCES BY  A  SPLENDID  CAST. 

Grimly  realistic  and  true  to  the  memorable 
A.  J.  Cronin  novel,  "Vigil  in  the  Night"  is 
a  splendid  film  in  every  respect.  The  act- 
ing is  outstanding,  the  direction  is  deft 
and  sympathetic,  and  the  production  is 
fine.  The  film  is  certainly  not  light  enter- 
tainment, but  it  has  moments  of  humor  in 
its  tightly-packed  drama.  Any  audience 
should  be  deeply  enthralled  with  the  picture 
as  a  whole,  and  parts  of  the  film  dealing 
with  an  epidemic  of  a  deadly  disease  that 
strikes  children  will  brings  tears  to  the 
eyes  of  many.  Director  George  Stevens 
beats  a  measured  tread  of  stark  reality  as 
he  unfolds  the  story,  never  letting  the  mood 
change  as  drama,  pathos,  hope,  despair  and 
even  humor  move  across  the  scene.  Miss 
Lombard,  once  again  proving  that  she  is 
a  top  flight  dramatic  actress,  gives  a 
polished  performance  as  a  nurse,  unswerving 
to  her  duty.  She  sacrifices  glamour  for 
reality,  and  makes  it  pay  in  thespic  divi- 
dends. Brian  Aherne  is  splendid  as  the 
doctor,  and  Anne  Shirley  turns  in  a  first 
rate  job  as  Miss  Lombard's  younger  sister. 
Balance  of  the  cast  is  excellent,  with  fine 
characterizations  contributed  by  Julien 
Mitchell,  Ethel  Griffies  and  Robert  Coote 
among  others.  All  in  all,  the  film  is  an 
uncompromising  depiction  of  a  story  as  it 
was  written  and  may  be  in  real  life,  grim, 
realistic  and  starkly  honest  at  the  expense 
of  any  of  the  usual  sops  thrown  to  audiences 
to  relieve  a  dramatic  story.  The  cast  and 
production  organization  in  all  departments 
deserve  applause  for  turning  out  the  pic- 
ture. The  story  itself  is  relatively  simple. 
Miss  Lombard  is  forced  to  leave  a  hospital 
when  she  covers  up  a  fatal  mistake  by  her 
sister,  Anne,  who  does  not  really  like  nurs- 
ing. Carole  meets  Aherne  in  another  hos- 
pital where  she  goes  to  work,  and  is  sub- 
sequently forced  to  leave  there  because  of 
a  scandal.  However,  when  an  epidemic 
strikes  she  returns  and  brings  Anne  with 
her,  only  to  have  Anne  die  from  the  disease. 
However,  Aherne  gets  himself  a  new  hos- 
pital with  the  facilities  he  wants  as  a  re- 
sult, and  they  face  the  future  together  with 
their  battle  won. 

CAST:  Carole  Lombard,  Brian  Aherne, 
Anne  Shirley,  Julien  Mitchell,  Robert 
Coote,  Brenda  Forbes,  Rita  Page,  Peter 
Cushing,  Ethel  Griffies,  Doris  Lloyd,  Emily 
Fitzroy. 

CAST:  In  charge  of  production,  Pandro 
S.  Berman;  Director  and  Producer,  George 
Stevens;  Screenplay,  Fred  Guiol,  P.  J.  Wolf- 
son  and  Rowland  Leigh;  From  a  novel  by  A. 
J.  Cronin;  Cameraman,  Robert  de  Grasse; 
Editor,    Henry    Berman. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


"The  Man  From 
Dakota" 

with  Wallace   Beery,  John   Howard,   Dolores 

Del   Rio 
M-G-M  75  Mins. 

CIVIL  WAR  YARN  PROVIDES  BEERY 
WITH  TAILOR-MADE  ROLE  IN  ENTER- 
TAINING FILM. 

Adapted  for  the  screen  from  MacKinlay 
Kantor's  novel  about  the  Civil  War,  "Arouse 
and  Beware,"  story  provides  a  made-to-order 
role  for  Wallace  Beery,  and  the  film  as  a 
whole  is  entertaining  screenfare  for  any 
audience.  Beery  gets  good  support  from 
John  Howard  and  Dolores  Del  Rio,  with 
Howard  once  again  increasing  his  stature 
as  an  actor.  Picture  has  plenty  of  action, 
excitement,  suspense  and  movement  from 
beginning  to  end.  Leslie  Fenton  directed 
from  a  screenplay  written  by  Laurence 
Stall ings.  Beery  and  Howard  are  imprisoned 
in  a  Confederate  camp.  Howard  suggests 
that  they  be  detailed  to  take  care  of  a 
group  of  men  with  smallpox,  and  while 
being  transported  they  escape.  While  hid- 
ing they  see  Dolores  Del  Rio  shoot  a  man 
she  is  driving  with  and  they  take  her  in 
tow  along  with  an  invaluable  map  detailing 
the  positions  of  the  Southern  Army  for  a 
looming  battle.  While  traveling  towards 
the  north  they  stumble  across  a  murder  in 
a  farm  house.  Trailed  by  the  natives  they 
are  freed  when  their  innocence  is  proven, 
but  they  are  trapped  by  Confederate 
soldiers.  Once  again  they  make  a  getaway 
and  separately  reach  another  farm  owned  by 
a  Northern  sympathizer.  Finally,  Beery, 
contemptuous  of  the  efforts  being  made  by 
Howard,  whom  he  considers  a  tenderfoot,  to 
make  his  way  to  the  Union  lines  with  the 
map,  takes  the  map  away  from  Howard  and 
manages  to  ride  through  a  hail  of  shellfire 
in  time  to  warn  the  Union  Army  of  the  trap 
awaiting  them.  Picture  gives  Beery  plenty 
of  opportunity  to  play  a  rough  diamond  role, 
with  his  hair  mussed,  clothes  shabby  and 
so  forth.  He  will  get  plenty  of  laughs 
with  some  of  his  antics. 

CAST:  Wallace  Beery,  John  Howard, 
Dolores  Del  Rio,  Donald  Meek,  Robert  Bar- 
rat,  Addison  Richards,  Frederick  Burton, 
William   Haade,  John  Wray. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Edward  Chodorov; 
Director,  Leslie  Fenton;  Screenplay,  Laurence 
Stallings;  Based  on  a  novel  by  MacKinlay 
Kantor;  Cameraman,  Ray  June;  Editor,  Con- 
rad  A.   Nervig. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Censors  Okay  "Dr.  Ehrlich" 

Without  exception,  all  U.  S.  cen- 
sor boards  have  okayed  Warners' 
"Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet"  with- 
out a  single  cut,  according  to  Albert 
Howson,   WB  exec. 


Ingrid  Bergman  to  Play 

in  Revival  of  "Liliom" 


Ingrid  Bergman,  under  contract  to 
Selznick,  will  appear  opposite  Bur- 
gess Meredith  in  a  Broadway  re- 
vival of  "Liliom."  Third  Holly- 
woodian  in  the  cast  may  be  Peter 
Lorre.  Revival  will  be  produced  by 
Vinton  Freedley,  who  obtained  a  re- 
lease of  rights  from  Paramount. 
Opening  is   set  for  March  23. 


GWTW  i/4  Million  in  Chi. 

Chicago— "GWTW"  has  grossed 
more  than  $225,000  to  date  for  its 
Chicago  showings. 


*   SERIAL   * 


"Flash  Gordon  Conquers  the 
Universe" 

12  Chapters 
Universal  Avg.  21  Mins. 

Action-packed  Serial 
Fans  whose  lust  for  action  makes 
them  impatient  with  customary  and 
logical  pix  fare  will  like  this  saga 
of  Flash  Gordon  amid  the  strato- 
sphere and  distant  planets.  To  be 
critical  of  such  an  offering  as  this 
in  the  light  of  orthodox  cinema 
standards  would  be  as  unfair  as  a 
devotee  of  mild  wines  deprecating  a 
tippler  who  likes  his  spirits  straight 
and  often.  This  rouser,  indeed,  will 
meet  needs  of  many  theaters  and 
their  audiences,  particularly  the  ad- 
venture-loving younger  generation 
to  whom  Flash  Gordon  is  a  real  hero. 
Associate  Producer  Henry  MacRae 
has  succeeded  in  putting  together 
the  elements  of  melodramatic  ex- 
citement with  firm  skill.  From  a 
purely  professional  viewpoint,  the 
making  of  a  serial  such  as  this  is  by 
no  means  an  easy  task.  MacRae  and 
his  technical  colleagues  deserve  ap- 
plause for  not  being  in  the  least 
non-plussed  by  a  script  calling  for 
rocket  ships,  sensational  histrionics, 
and  feats  of  superhuman  magnitude, 
strength  and  endurance.  Buster 
Crabbe  portrays  Flash  Gordon,  al- 
lied with  Professor  Zarkov,  played 
by  Frank  Shannon.  Their  foe  in  an 
inter-planetary  war  is  Ming,  a  vil- 
lanious  character  interpreted  by 
Charles  Middleton.  The  first  three 
episodes  show  Flash  and  the  Pro- 
fessor trying  to  bring  Ming  to  jus- 
tice for  spreading  from  realms  above 
a  fatal  dust  which  induces  the  ter- 
rible "Purple  Death."  Fighting 
among  rocket  ships;  brawls  to  the 
death  beside  yawning,  fiery  pits; 
avalanches  of  ice  set  in  motion  by 
bombs  dropped  to  destroy  Flash  and 
his  followers  as  they  seek  to  obtain 
"polarite,"  an  antidote  for  the  "pur- 
ple death";  and  the  unleashing  by 
Ming  of  mechanical  men  to  destroy 
his  adversaries,  are  but  some  of  the 
spine-tingling  ingredients.  Perhaps 
the  best  way  to  sum  up  this  serial's 
content  is  to  repeat  one  of  its  di- 
alogue lines,  spoken  by  Frank  Shan- 
non (Professor  Zarkov)  as  he  jockeys 
his  rocket  ship  above  nightmare-ish 
landscape  on  the  planet  Frigia  to 
rescue  Flash  from  a  deep  canyon: 
"It  doesn't  seem  impossible!"  So  it 
will  all  appear  to  theatergoers  whose 
imaginations  rise  readily  to  the  im- 
plausible. 


New  Donat-Garson   Film 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Metro  will  co-star 
Robert  Donat  and  Greer  Garson  in 
"Song  of  Love,"  story  of  Klara  and 
Robert  Schumann,  by  Robert  Schu- 
bert and  Mario  Silva.  Robert  Taylor 
may  also  be  in  the  cast. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"The  Vatican  of  Pius  XII" 

(The  March  of  Time) 

RKO  18  mins. 

Timely  and  Interesting  Subject 

With  the  role  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  today's  troubled  world  be- 
coming increasingly  important,  the 
newest  March  of  Time  reel  to  be 
presented  is  particularly  timely  and 
interesting.  Subject  matter  in  the 
reel  is  handled  expertly  and  it  should 
prove  of  interest  to  any  audience 
apart  from  those  of  the  Catholic 
faith,  to  whom  it  will  be  particularly 
interesting  as  some  of  the  material 
shown  is  said  to  have  never  been 
filmed  before.  Attention  is  focused 
on  the  various  aspects  of  the  Vatican, 
the  civil  life  as  well  as  the  ecclesi- 
astical. Of  significance  are  a  num- 
ber of  shots  showing  envoys  from 
states  all  over  the  world  paying  visits 
to  the  Vatican.  Myron  C.  Taylor, 
first  emissary  to  the  Holy  See  in 
nearly  75  years  is  also  seen.  Reel 
shows  the  age-old  palaces,  halls,  cor- 
ridors, libraries,  Sistine  Chapel, 
Cathedral  of  St.  Peter's,  art  galleries, 
the  vaulted  crypts  where  the  Popes 
lie  buried  and  many  other  scenes 
depicting  the  Vatican  and  its  life. 
Scenes  of  the  new  Pope  are  splendid 
and  he  is  shown  in  a  number  of  fine 
poses  as  he  goes  among  the  people 
and  speaks  at  Church  conferences. 


"Country  Fair" 

Central  Film  Co.  10  mins. 

Interesting  Subject 

Filmed  at  the  Danbury  Fair  by 
Central  Film  Co.,  distributors  of  the 
reel,  this  short  presents  an  event 
that  plays  an  important  part  in  the 
farm  life  of  America  today.  Prob- 
ably the  best  known  of  all  fairs  held 
annually  throughout  the  country, 
reel  shows  everything  that  happens. 
There  are  food  exhibits,  exhibitions 
of  all  types  of  animals  and  a  test 
of  strength  for  ox  teams.  A  trotting 
race  is  also  shown.  Reel,  which  is 
narrated  by  John  S.  Martin,  con- 
cludes with  the  gayer  side  of  all 
fairs,  the  amusement  area,  shown  by 
day  and  at  night. 


*    FORCIGn   * 


"Human  Beast" 

(French    dialogue,    English    titles) 
Juno    Films  76   Mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Renoir  has  made  a 
powerfully  dramatic  and  sombre 
screenplay  of  Emile  Zola's  novel,  "La 
Bete   Humaine." 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Powerful 
story  with  memorable  performances. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Picture  is  an 
engrossing  but  unrelieved  tragedy. 

CREDITS:  Hakim  Bros.,  Production;  Di- 
rector, Jean  Renoir.  PLAYERS:  Jean 
Gabin,  Simone  Simon,  Ledoux. 
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which  the  organization  can  continue 
operations,  in  view  of  the  recent 
bankruptcy  proceedings. 

Several  of  the  franchise  holders 
indicated  Wednesday  that  a  success- 
ful plan  would  be  worked  out  and 
that  a  decision  probably  would  be 
reached  today. 


Philadelphia  UEA  Becomes 
Affiliated  Local  of  AGVA 


Agreement  was  reached  Wednes- 
day between  the  American  Guild  of 
Variety  Artists  and  the  United  En- 
tertainers Association,  of  Philadel- 
phia, by  which  the  latter  union  will 
become  affiliated  with  AGVA  as  its 
Philadelphia  local.  Hoyt  Haddock, 
AGVA,  and  Thomas  Kelley,  UEA, 
worked  out  the  deal. 

It  was  also  learned  that  the  re- 
cent contract  reached  between 
Equity  and  the  Music  Corporation 
of  America  contained  a  contractual 
clause  whereby  MCA  will  also  sign 
a  contract  with  AGVA. 


news  of  thc  drv 


Canton,  O. — James  Fisher,  for  the 
past  two  years  manager  of  the  Mc- 
Kinley  Theater  at  Niles,  has  been 
named  manager  of  Inter-State  The- 
aters' American  in  East  Liverpool. 
R.  C.  McWilliams,  assistant  manager 
of  the  Palace  has  been  made  manager 
of  the  McKinley  in  Niles  and  George 
W.  Otte,  chief  of  service  at  the  Pal- 
ace here  succeeds  him  as  assistant 
manager  there. 


Detroit — Fred  Schader  has  been 
appointed  advertising  manager  at  the 
Colonial  Theater  by  Manager  Ray- 
mond E.  Schreiber. 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — Lou  Anger  and 
Arthur  Blank,  formerly  associated 
in  the  acquisition  of  a  theater  site 
in  Bridgeport,  have  each  announced 
intentions  to  build  theaters.  Blank's 
site  is  at  Park  Avenue  and  Olive  St., 
and  Anger's  at  Park  and  Pequonic, 
a  few  blocks  away. 


Shelton,  Conn. — Morris  Hadelman 
will  enlarge  his  present  500-seat 
Shelton  Theater  to  880  seats  this 
Spring,  using  the  adjacent  post  office 
building,  recently  acquired,  to  build 
an  L-shaped  house. 


New  Haven — Metro  Pep  Club  has 
elected  Morton  Katz,  Frank  Mullen 
and  Ethel  Phillips  to  the  Advisory 
Committee. 


Chicago — An  increase  in  the  use 
of  motion  pictures  in  the  law  en- 
forcement field — for  educating  the 
public,  for  instructing  police  of- 
ficers, and  for  gathering  evidence — 
is  noted  by  the  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Chiefs  of  Police  in  en- 
dorsing the  film,  "Know  Your 
Money,"  based  on  the  detection  of 
counterfeit  currency. 


Cleveland — Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone 
manager,  and  Bert  Stearn,  UA  dis- 
trict manager,  have  been  appointed 
delegates  to  the  National  Variety 
convention  to  be  held  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  April  18-19,  by  chief  barker 
Nat  L.  Lefton.  Alternates  are  Harry 
H.  Goldstein,  Paramount  district 
manager,  and  Jerome  Friedlander, 
attorney. 


Cleveland— The  Film  Transit  Com- 
pany, operated  by  P.  L.  Tanner,  Film 
Bldg.,  was  declared  third  place  win- 
ner in  the  Class  B  division  of  the 
Drivers  No  Accident  Contest  for 
1939. 
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Exhibitors  Pledge  Support 
to  "Montague  Anniversary" 

Columbia's  "Montague  15th  An- 
niversary Campaign"  is  meeting 
with  pledges  of  exhibitor  support. 
Among  those  who  have  wired  or 
written  the  Columbia  home  office  to 
that  effect  are: 

Ernie  Schwartz,  Cleveland;  Frank 
H.  Durkee,  Baltimore;  C.  H.  Olive, 
Washington;  Jules  J.  Rubens,  Chi- 
cago; Si  Fabian,  Walter  Immerman, 
Chicago;  I.  M.  Rappaport,  Balti- 
more; Mort  H.  Singer,  Chicago;  J. 
Louis  Rome,  Baltimore;  Nick  Basil, 
Buffalo;  Henry  Greenberger  and 
Max  Lefkowich,  Cleveland;  Lou  B. 
Metzger,  San  Diego;  Jack  R.  Kee- 
gan,  Milwaukee;  H.  S.  Gallup,  Mar- 
quette, Mich.;  L.  F.  Gran,  Milwau- 
kee;  Alfred  D.   Kuval,   Milwaukee. 


Bremler  Rites  In  Chi. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  in 
Chicago  today  for  Mrs.  R.  Brem- 
ler, mother-in-law  of  Leon  Bamber- 
ger, sales  promotion  head  of  RKO. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bamberger  leave  to- 
day for  Chicago. 

Reopening  in  Westport 

Westport,  Conn. — George  Comden 
opened  his  enlarged  and  remodeled 
Fine  Arts  Theater  here  yesterday 
with  "His  Girl  Friday."  The  house 
has  been  closed  for  repairs  for  five 
weeks. 

Premiere  for  Frisco 

San  Francisco  —  Wanger's  "The 
House  Across  the  Bay,"  released  by 
UA,    opens   here    Feb.    28. 


ANSWERS  TO  GOV'T 
FILED  BY  PARA.,  FOX 
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quest  that  they  be  treated  as^  con- 
fidential, (re  1 

Answers  of  20th-Fox  stated!  that 
the  company  has  no  outstanding 
fixed  indebtedness  and  no  current 
loans.  As  the  three  largest  pre- 
ferred stockholders,  the  answers 
listed  the  following: — The  Chase 
National  Bank,  487,215  shares;  Wil- 
liam Goetz,  55,283  shares;  and  Jos- 
eph M.  Schenck,  26,983  shares.  The 
Chase  National  Bank  was  also 
named  as  the  largest  holder  of  com-  » 
mon  stock  with  221,157  shares,  j^ 
General  Theaters  Equipment  Corp. 
followed  with  185,600  shares,  Wil 
Ham  Goetz,  184,642,  Darryl  F.  Za 
nuck,  122,129,  and  Joseph  M. 
Schenck  completed  the  list  of  hold 
ers  of  more  than  100,000  shares  with 
the   figure    112,542. 

The  company  has  an  interest  in 
Movietone  News,  Inc.,  of  59,889  pre- 
ferred shares  out  of  60,000  outstand- 
ing, and  a  42  per  cent  interest  in 
National  Theaters  Corp.  as  the  hold- 
er of  756,000  shares  of  stock.  The 
answer  also  states  that  20th-Fox 
owns  100  per  cent  of  both  20th  Cen 
tury-Fox  Corp.  of  Texas,  and  20th 
Century-Fox    Distributing    Corp. 

Answers  detailed  total  gross, 
gross  on  production  and  distribu 
tion,  amount  on  dividends  from  ex- 
hibition companies,  and,  finally  net 
profits  for  the  fiscal  years  of  1935 
through  1938.  Similar  details  are 
given  by  Movietone  News,  Inc.,  and 
20th  Century-Fox  Distributing  Corp. 
The  net  worth  of  Movietone  News 
is   set  forth  as   $2,634,687. 

Paramount  withheld  answers  on, 
income  and  current  loans,  among 
others,  as  confidential.  It  gave  in- 
formation on  its  stock  structure  and 
stated  that  its  fixed  indebtedness 
had  been  reduced  from  $11,133,200 
to  $7,302,000  as  evidenced  by  3XA 
per    cent    convertible    debentures. 

Creditors  who  have  participated  in 
Paramount's  management  were  listed 
as  follows:   Stephen  Callahan,  a  di- 
rector,  in   behalf   of  Allied   Owners 
Corp.,  which  holds  $250,000  in  deben 
tures;    Harvey   D.    Gibson,   a   direc 
tor,     in     behalf     of     Manufacturers 
Trust    Co.,    holder   of   $3,000,000   in 
debentures;     and,    finally,    Maurice  m 
Newton,    director,    for    Adams    Ex-  m 
press  Co.  preferred  stockholder  with  m 
40,000  shares  and  holder  of  $228,000 
in  debentures. 

Answers  of  the  eight  majors  to1 
a  second  group  of  questions  will  be'  £; 
filed  today  or  tomorrow.  These  ques-{  tr] 
tions  refer  mainly  to  production  and  te 
distribution   activities. 


1. 


\ 


■ .: 


Films  as  Giveaway 

Clayton,  N.  M. — Rural  patrons  and 
ranchers  coming  into  town  Saturdays 
to  buy  their  week's  supply  of  groceries 
receive  free  tickets  to  the  matinee  or 
first   night   show   at    the    Luna   Theater. 
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BRITAIN  TO  REVEAL 
ITS  QUOTA  DECISION 
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percentage   may   be   modified.      Re- 
tention of  the  quota  has  been  sup- 
oovtr      iv  the  Films  Council  as  well 
as    tI73~  CEA,   with   the    latter    said 

Iaroposing  a  10  per  cent  exhibitors 
luota. 
It  is  understood  that  changes  in 
;he  renters'  quota  are  likely,  the  ob- 
ject being  to   permit  of  more  elas- 
'  1  ;icity  in  the  expenditure  of  money. 
fiThis,   it   is   pointed   out,   would   un- 
doubtedly greatly  stimulate   British 
production  by  American  companies. 
i    As  for  the  proposed   Government 
subsidy  through  a  Film  Credit  Bank, 
the  plan  is  bringing  a  flow  of  sug- 
gestions from  various  arms  of  the 
<;rade.    Not  all  British  producers  re- 
gard  it   with    approval;    fears   that 
;here  would  be  favoritism  in  its  ad- 
ministration have  been  voiced. 


linois  Allowed  Case 

to  Lapse,  Bioff's  Claim 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
ithat   Illinois   forfeited    its    right   to 
ijail  the  IATSE  exec,  bv  allowing  his 
:ase  to  lapse  when  he  appears  be- 

ifkfore  Chief  Justice  John  Prystalki 
of  Criminal  Court  in  response  to  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  today. 

H  Bioff's  counsel  yesterday  was  con- 
fident that  the  labor  leader  would 
sscape  serving  the  remainder  of  an 
il8-year-old  jail  sentence  here. 

H.  T.  Edwards  Resigns 

Resignation  of  H.  T.  Edwards  as 
president  of  Commonwealth  Pic- 
tures Corp.  was  announced  Wednes- 
day. Commonwealth,  national  dis- 
tributor of  16  mm,  expects  to  an- 
nounce a  successor  to  Edwards 
Shortly. 


Pommer  on  "Franklin" 

.West   Coast   Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
[p     Hollywood  —  Erich  Pommer  will 
produce  "Benjamin  Franklin,"  star- 
ring Charles  Laughton,  for  RKO. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Cleveland — Ruth  Kish,  secretary 
to  P.  L.  Tanner  of  Film  Transit 
Company  in  the  Film  Bldg.,  has  an- 
nounced her  engagement  to  Neil 
Redmond  of  this  city. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Cliff  Kling,  Warners 
still  man,  and  Maxine  Pettit,  for- 
merly in  the  Warner  stock  company, 
are  honeymooning  following  their 
carriage  at  Yuma. 


Vest   Coast   Bureau   of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood — Thomasina    Mix    and 
Bernard  J.  Matthews  will  wed. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Announcement 
IS  made  of  the  marriage  of  Mrs. 
Henrietta  Stees  Arnold,  cashire  at 
;he  Colonial  and  Carl  E.  Shelly. 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


"Kitten's  Mittens" 

(Walter  Lantz  Technicolor  Cartoon) 

Universal  8  2/3  Mins. 

Amusing  Short 

This  is  a  well-made,  amusing  short 
which  will  be  appreciated  by  patrons 
of  all  ages.  It  recounts  how  the 
Three  Little  Kittens,  going  out  to 
play,  are  admonished  by  their  mother 
to  take  very  good  care  of  their  mit- 
tens, 'cause  if  they  lose  them,  the 
young  culprits  won't  get  any  pie. 
Walking  through  the  woods,  they 
meet  an  orphan  kitten  whom  they 
hold  in  disdain  since  it  has  no  mit- 
tens. Summarily  the  trio  lose  their 
own  in  a  brook,  and,  in  fear  they 
will  go  pie-less  when  the  loss  is  re- 
ported to  ma,  they  cook  up  a  yarn 
about  how  they'd  been  robbed  of 
their  hand-coverings.  Caught  in 
their  lie,  they  get  more  deeply  in- 
volved by  having  to  identify  the  rob- 
ber in  a  police  line-up.  The  vagrant 
orphan  cat  is  there,  so  he's  accused. 
But  all  turns  out  well,  including  a 
good  moral  about  the  virtue  of  tell- 
ing the  truth. 


"Jai-Alai" 

(News  World  of  Sports) 

Columbia  9  Mins. 

Lively  Action 

Reel  brings  to  the  screen  the  top- 
flight Jai-Alai  players  of  Mexico, 
and  gives  a  splendid  idea  of  this 
speediest  athletic  pastime.  Narra- 
tive by  Stanley  Frank  discloses  some 
of  the  romantic  history  of  the  sport 
which  had  its  birth  among  the  Maya 
Indians  several  centuries  ago.  Even 
to  those  who  have  seen  Jai-Alai 
played,  there  is  much  of  the  fasci- 
nating to  learn,  for  there  are  scenes 
of  how  the  basket-extensions,  which 
fit  on  the  players'  wrists,  are  made. 
There  are  long  shots  and  excellent 
close-ups    of    a    game    in    progress. 


Sports-lovers  will  revel  in  this  sub- 
ject because  of  the  amazing  amount 
of  action  and  co-ordination  involved. 
Harry  Foster  edited  the  footage 
nicely,  and  photography  is  excellent. 

"Your  Town" 
(Screen  Editorial) 
Modern   Talking   Picture    Service 

11  Mins. 
Interesting  Subject 
Utilizing  a  typical  community  as 
a  symbol  of  the  benefits  which  accrue 
as  a  result  of  a  large  industrial  plant 
locating  there,  this  short  deals  in 
novel  manner  with  this  theme.  A 
grandfather  recounts  to  his  grand- 
son how  the  town  in  which  they  live 
has  grown  and  thrived  by  the  com- 
ing of  a  factory,  and  how  the  salaries 
paid  to  employes  by  the  latter  have 
effectuated  prosperity.  The  preach- 
ment to  the  boy  results  from  his 
sympathy  with  the  propaganda  dis- 
seminated by  a  radical  soap-box 
"orator."  In  itself,  this  short  is 
propagandists,  but  on  the  side  of 
the  "American  way."  It  was  pro- 
duced for  the  National  Association 
of  Manufacturers  by  Audio  Produc- 
tions. Under  sponsorship  of  the  Na- 
tional Industrial  Council,  it  will  be 
offered  gratis  to  exhibs.  via  Modern 
Talking  Picture   Service,  Inc. 


"Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Good  Musical  Number 

Jimmy  Dorsey,  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  bandmasters  of  the 
present  time,  is  presented  with  his 
orchestra  and  soloists  in  this  num- 
ber. He  demonstrates  his  ability  on 
the  saxophone  and  Helen  O'Connell 
and  Bob  Eberly  sing  specialty  num- 
ber. Ork,  in  addition  to  several  other 
numbers,  plays  the  Dorsey  special, 
"John  Silver." 


Catholic  Group  Demands 
Quezec  Act's  Enforcement 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  Montreal  Committee  of  Catholic 
Workmen   to  Wilfrid   Girouard,  At- 
torney General  of  the   province. 

The  letter  protests  strongly 
against  the  fact  that  young  children 
were  recently  admitted  to  Loew's 
Montreal  theater  to  see  "Gulliver's 
Travels,"  not  because  of  this  film 
which  was  described  as  "excellent" 
for  them,  but  on  account  of  the  rest 
of  the  screen  program  shown. 

The  committee  reiterates  that  it 
believes  that  the  only  place  to  show 
children  moving  pictures  should  be 
in  the  schools  and  that,  consequent- 
ly the  legislation  on  this  subject  now 
in  force  should  be  even  better  ob- 
served in  the  province  in  future. 


Jack  Schaindlin  Signed 

Jack  Schaindlin  has  been  engaged 
by  Joseph  O'Brien  of  Universal  to 
write  and  score  the  music  for  three 
"Going1  Places"  and  three  "Stranger 
than  Fiction"  shorts.  Scoring  will 
be  done  at  Eastern  Service  Studios. 


Civic  Execs,  of  U.  S.  Londons 
in  CBS  Plug  for  Para.  Film 

Civic  executives  or  leaders  of 
American  towns  having  the  name  of 
London  will  be  guest  stars  on  the 
Professor  Quiz  broadcast  over  the 
CBS  network  tonight.  The  lead- 
ers are  to  be  the  guests  of  Para- 
mount over  the  week-end  as  the 
broadcast  will  plug  "Sidewalks  of 
London,"  now  in  its  second  week  at 
the  Paramount,  Broadway. 

The  visiting  "Londoners"  are 
Mayor  Henson,  London,  Wis.;  Mayor 
Speasmaker,  London,  Ohio;  Dr.  O.  D. 
Brock,  mayor  of  London,  Ky.;  Mar- 
shal King,  business  leader  of  Lon- 
don, Ind.;  Alderman  Frank  Blalock, 
representing  Mayor  Vinson  of  Lon- 
don, Ark.;  Ole  Sola,  town  board 
chairman  of  London,  Minn.;  Alder- 
man S.  F.  Copp,  representing  Mayor 
Johnson  of  London,  Ont.,  and  Wil- 
liam Glenn,  business  leader  of  Lon- 
don, W.  Va. 


Sandrich  Gets  New  Pact 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  signed 
Mark  Sandrich  to  a  new  three-year 
contract. 


L.  A.  G  OF  G  URGES 
DEFEAT  OF  NEELY  BILL 
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industry  as  to  handicap  it  in  the  field 
of   entertainment. 

News  and  educational  reports  point 
out  that  there  is  no  need  for  any 
Governmental  bureau  to  be  scanning 
every  film  produced  to  determine 
whether  or  not  the  producer-distrib- 
utor gave  a  correct  synposis  of  its 
contents  inasmuch  as  the  public  will 
give  that  answer  in  no  uncertain 
terms. 


Theaters'  Counter  Offer 
to  "Pot  0'  Gold"  Illegal 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

be  in  violation  of  the  Missouri  sta- 
tutes   against  lotteries. 

Under  the  plan  the  theaters  have 
promised  their  patrons  to  double 
the  "Pot  0'  Gold"  award  should 
their  telephone  number  come  out  of 
the  radio  "hat"  while  they  are  in 
attendance  at  the  theater. 

The  theaters  using  the  "defense 
system"  have  been  cutting  in  the 
radio  program  so  that  the  name  of 
the  owner  of  the  telephone  number 
selected  by  the  radio  stunt  is  made 
known  to  those  in  the  theater. 

Eimbeck  has  ruled  the  theaters 
must  discontinue  their  guarantee 
plan  since  it  has  all  the  elements 
of  a  lottery. 

Circuit  Attorney  Franklin  Miller 
of  St.  Louis  has  not  ruled  on  the 
"protection  system"  as  yet. 


Say  CIO  Backs  Bill  to  Add  30 
Million  to  N.  Y.  Income  Tax 


Albany,  N.  Y.  —  As  the  general 
drive  to  eliminate  the  increase  in  in- 
come tax  amounting  to  $15,000,000, 
suggested  in  Governor  Lehmian's 
budget,  gave  hopes  for  its  elimina- 
tion, the  CIO  was  understood  ready 
to  align  itself  with  Assemblyman 
Boccia's  bill.  The  latter  would  raise 
$30,000,000  additional  by  sharply 
steepening  the  higher  brackets, 
affecting  New  York  pix  people  of 
high  salary  groups.  Top  impost 
would  be  14  per  cent. 

Senator  Perry  hoppered  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  suspension  or  revocation 
on  license  for  operation  any  place 
of  public  amusement  after  hearing 
before  licensing  authority  that 
licensee  has  not  made  available  to  all 
persons  full  and  equal  accommoda- 
tions, advantages,  facilities  and 
privileges  subject  only  to  conditions 
applicable  alike  to  all  persons.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Codes  Committee. 


STORKS! 


It's  a  new  sleeper  release  for 
Film  Alliance's  Spring  lineup,  ac- 
cording to  Norman  Elson,  proud 
popper.  Two  weeks  ahead  of  sched- 
ule and  with  a  nifty  sound  track 
young  Elson  had  his  premiere  at  the 
Huntington,  L.  I.,  Hospital.  Mrs. 
E.   doing  nicely. 


ALLIED  TELLS  MAJORS 
ARBITRATION  WANTED 
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meeting   of  the  board   of   directors. 

A  letter  which  accompanied  the 
resolution  reportedly  advised  the 
sales  heads  of  Allied's  aims  but  did 
not  openly  solicit  the  majors'  par- 
ticipation in  the  establishment  of 
local  boards. 

It  is  believed  by  some  industry 
observers  that  the  distributors  will 
meet  shortly  to  consider  Allied's 
proposals.  It  is  understood  that 
such  a  conference  would  not  be  held 
until  William  F.  Rodgers,  leader  in 
previous  negotiations,  returns  from 
the  Coast.  Indications  are  that  the 
distributors  are  not  in  favor  of  Al- 
lied's proposals  for  the  boards'  per- 
sonnel, but  this  obstacle  may  be  over- 
come by  joint  meetings. 


A"JUMe 


Friday,  February  23,  1940 


By  RALPH  WILK 


GWTW  to  Leave  Philly's 

Boyd,  Continue  at  Earle 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  14  subsequent  and  suburban 
towns. 

Decision  to  curtail  the  Boyd  run 
is  not  due  to  any  drop  in  business 
but  rather  to  the  desire  of  S-W  to 
make  room  for  choice  product  piling 
up. 

Repeat  engagements  for  GWTW 
in  this  territory  are  already  set  for 
Harrisburg,  Reading  and  Lancaster 
and  others  are  expected. 


"Northwest  Passage"  goes  into 
the  Capitol  on  March  7,  the  day 
following  the  closing  of  GWTW,  fol- 
lowing a  run  of  11  weeks. 

M-G-M  announced  23  additional 
engagements  for  GWTW  on  Wed- 
nesday, bringing  the  total  bookings 
to   517   in   477  cities. 


Dresser  Biog.  Interests 

Theodore  Dreiser  is  putting  the 
finishing  touches  to  a  screen  story 
based  on  the  life  of  his  song-writ- 
ing brother,  Paul  Dresser,  and  Bill 
Watters,  who  handles  Dreiser  for 
radio,  will  peddle  the  Dresser  story, 
entitled  "My  Gal  Sal,"  in  New 
York.  Several  Eastern  Story  Edi- 
tors are  interested. 


Short  for  Westinghouse 

Luther  Reed,  producer  of  indus- 
trial pictures,  sent  a  16-man  crew 
to  Pittsburgh  yesterday  to  make 
a  Technicolor  short  of  the  radio 
program,  "Musical  Americana."  Pic- 
ture is  to  be  made  for  Westinghouse 
under  the  supervision  of  Frank  Zuck- 
er. 


The  Blue  and  Grey 

The  Blue  and  the  Grey  got  together 
at  the  New  York  opening  of  RKO's  "Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois"  at  the  Music  Hall 
yesterday,  the  guest  list  including  the 
great-grandsons  of  Lincoln,  Robert  E. 
Lee  and  U.  S.  Grant  as  well  as  Robert 
E.  Sherwood,  Max  Gordon,  Harry  Goetz, 
Ruth  Gordon,  Elmer  Rice,  Maxwell  An- 
derson, S.  N.  Behrman,  and  P.  A.  Powers. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Para.  Money  for  Broadway? 

PARAMOUNT  financing  for  Broad- 
way is  a  future  possibility. 
James  Gleason  has  conferred  with 
Para,  execs.,  both  Coast  and  home 
office,  regarding  finances  for  his 
play,  "Without  Trumpets,"  for  New 
York  presentation.  While  decision 
was  negative  at  the  present  time, 
there  may  be  a  reversal  in  the  fu- 
ture. 

▼  T  T 

Clemenceau  Memoirs  to  Wood? 

Sam  Wood's  desire  to  film  the  life 
story  of  Georges  Clemenceau, 
France's  "Tiger"  of  diplomacy,  is 
beginning  to  show  results  with  the 
arrival  from  Paris  of  Henri  Lazare, 
who  will  discuss  with  Wood  the 
world  rights  to  memoirs  of  the  late 
French  Premier. 

»  T  T 

Chorus  of  300  In  "Russell" 

Approximately  300  trained  sing- 
ers were  utilized  by  Irving  Cum- 
mings  to  render  the  favorite  tunes 
of  the  "Gay  '90s,"  for  "Lillian  Rus- 
sell," which  Cummings  is  currently 
directing  for  20th  Century-Fox.     In 


addition,  Cummings,  on  the  same 
day,  used  nearly  4,000  extras  for 
"atmosphere,"  in  the  one  scene. 

T  T  T 

Carole  Lombard  as  "Mrs.  Doll" 

Carole  Lombard's  third  RKO  Ra- 
dio   vehicle    will    be    "Unbreakable 
Mrs.  Doll,"  novel  by  Grace  Perkins. 
t         r         ▼ 
Lloyd  at  General  Service 

Frank  Lloyd  and  his  staff,  who 
will  produce  and  direct  Columbia's 
"The  Tree  of  Liberty,"  based  on 
Elizabeth  Page's  panoramic  histor- 
ical novel,  has  moved  into  General 
Service  Studios  in  Hollywood,  pre- 
paratory to  launching  production  by 
April  1.  With  his  scenarist,  Sidney 
Buchman,  Lloyd  is  editing  the  volum- 
inous script. 

T  T  » 

Bellamy   in   "Brother   Orchid" 

Ralph  Bellamy  has  been  assigned 
by  Warners  to  a  featured  role  in 
"Brother  Orchid."  This  is  the  new 
Edward  G.  Robinson  picture  which 
goes  into  immediate  production. 
Lloyd  Bacon  is  to  direct  the  screen 
version  of  Richard  Connell's  mag- 
azine story. 


Anti-Trust  Complaints 

At  Record  High — Berge 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sistant  Attorney  General,  and  Thur- 
man  Arnold's  right  hand  man,  de- 
clared in  New  York  Wednesday. 

"The  complaints  mostly  come  from 
businessmen  themselves,  which  em- 
phasizes that  an  anti-trust  case  is 
not  a  contest  of  government  against 
business,  but  rather  the  issues  be- 
tween different  groups  of  business- 
men— between  those  who  would  com- 
pete and  those  who  would  control 
the  market,"  Berge  stated. 

Trade  associations  may  be  legiti- 
mate aids  to  industry  or  illegitimate 
devices  to  restrict  competition,  Ar- 
nold's aide  in  the  anti-trust  division 
of  the  D  of  J  told  the  American 
Paper    and    Pulp    Association. 

"Vigorous  enforcement  of  the  an- 
ti-trust laws  can  do  a  great  deal  to 
curb  the  subversive  activities  of 
those  men  who  through  associations 
or  otherwise  are  set  upon  a  course 
destructive  of  real  competition," 
Berge  said. 


Cleveland  Exhibitors'  Ass'n 
Sues  8  for  Assessments 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

legedly  due  for  dues  and  assess- 
ments, said  to  have  been  basis  of 
agreement  with  the  Stagehands 
union  to  avert  a  general  operators' 
strike  in  1937. 

G.  W.  Erdmann,  association  secre- 
tary, disclosed  that  of  32  nabe  the- 
aters with  more  than  700  seats,  the 
stagehands  union  insisted  11  of  the 
larger  houses  hire  one  or  more  mem- 
bers whose  pay  was  contributed  by 
the  32  theaters. 


Sullivan  Asks  $14,500 

RKO  Reorg.  Allowance 

First  application  for  an  allowance 
for  services  allegedly  rendered  to 
RKO  during  reorganization  proceed- 
ings was  filed  on  Wednesday  in  Fed- 
eral Court  by  Florence  J.  Sullivan, 
attorney,  who  asks  for  $14,500.  Ap- 
plication requests  hearing  before 
P'ederal  Judge  William  Bondy  on 
Tuesday  at  10  a.m. 

Sullivan  represented  James  Young, 
who  filed  a  $2,000,000  claim  against 
RKO  for  alleged  plagiarism  of  his 
book  "What  Price  Sex  In  Holly- 
wood" by  the  RKO  picture  "What 
Price  Hollywood."  Young  withdrew 
his  claim  after  it  was  referred  to 
a  Special  Master  for  hearing.  Sul- 
livan states  in  his  application  that 
in  1935  he  alone  opposed  a  request 
of  William  J.  Donovan,  attorney  for 
RKO  trustee,  for  $125,000  interim 
allowance,  and  one  of  the  Irving 
Trust    Co.,    trustee,   for   $100,000. 

The  petition  explains  that  the  two 
applications  for  allowances  were 
based  for  the  greater  part  on  ser- 
vices in  opposing  Young's  claim.  By 
reason  of  his  opposition,  Sullivan 
claimed  that  Donovan's  allowance 
was  reduced  to  $60,000  and  the  Irv- 
ing Trust's  to  $20,000. 

Time  to  file  application  for  allow- 
ances will  expire  on  Feb.  29  under 
the  terms  of  an  order  of  Judge 
Bondy  signed  in  January. 

Saxe  Leaves  Fromberg 

Harold  Saxe  is  no  longer  connect- 
ed with  the  Grand  National  trustee, 
Harry  Fromberg,  to  whom  Saxe  was 
an  assistant.  Saxe  was  acting  treas- 
urer and  comptroller  of  GN  before 
the  company  was  dissolved. 


N.Y.U.  EDUCATOR  HITS 
POLITICAL  CENSORSHIP 


Political  censorship  of  films  is  at- 
tacked by  Prof.  Frederic  M.  Thrash- 
er of  New  York  University  in  an 
article,  Education  versus  Ore  >or- 
ship,  appearing  in  the  Journii  of 
Educational  Sociology.  Issue,  edited 
by  Prof.  Thrasher,  is  wholly  de- 
voted to  films,  with  G.  L.  Free- 
man, Donald  Slesinger,  Donald  Gled- 
hill,  Claude  A.  Shull  and  Grace 
Fisher  Ramsey  as  other  contribu- 
tors. 

"The  style  of  the  creative  artist  is 
constantly  cramped  by  the  bogey  of 
the  censor,  which  is  dangled  before 
the  eyes  of  every  craftsman  who 
works  on  a  picture  from  script  to 
screen,"   Prof.    Thrasher  charges. 

"The  script  writer  who  is  making 
an  adaptation  is  forced  to  cut  much 
of  interest  from  the  original  from 
which  he  works;  the  director  is  con- 
stantly reminded  of  what  the  cen- 
sors might  or  might  not  approve; 
and  the  producer  must  consider  his 
story  material  from  the  same  angle. 
Thus  censorship  has  done  much  to 
stultify  the  films  and  to  sap  the 
vitality  of  an  otherwise  virile  art," 
the  educator  continues. 

He  adds: 

"Sex,  violence,  and  crime,  more- 
over, are  to  be  found  in  pictures  in 
spite  of  legal  censorship  and,  fur- 
thermore, the  censors  can  have  no 
positive  effect  in  improving  the  con- 
tent or  the  technique  of  the  films. 
Their  function  at  best  is  purely  neg- 
ative, and,  hence,  they  serve  no 
useful  purpose.  While  the  censors 
have  no  legal  power  to  control  the 
political  content  of  the  films,  actual- 
ly they  have  assumed  this  power  un- 
der the  vague  language  of  the  State 
laws.  Thus,  in  a  broad  sense,  po- 
litical censorship  of  motion  pictures 
constitutes  a  fundamental  violation 
of  the  American  Bill  of  Rights,  be- 
cause it  restricts  the  right  and  op- 
portunity to  free  communication  of 
ideas  on  the  screen,  which  is  as  es- 
sential to  good  entertainment  films 
as  it  is  to  newsreels  or  short  sub- 
jects." 


Nominations  for  Academy 
Awards  in  Cinematography 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood  —  "Stagecoach"  and 
"Wuthering  Heights"  have  been  nom- 
inated for  the  M.  P.  Academy  award 
for  the  best  black-and-white  cine- 
matography, and  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  and  "The  Private  Lives  of 
Elizabeth  and  Essex"  for  the  best 
color  photography. 


Dog-gone  It 

Omaha — And  now  there's  a  new  twist 
on  the  "biz  has  gone  to  the  dogs"  gag! 

When  a  stray  puppy  walked  into  the 
Brandeis  Theater  lobby,  a  bystander 
gagged:  "They've  been  saying  theaters 
are  going  to  the  dogs,  but  it  looks  like 
the  dogs  are  going  to  the  theaters!" 
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$4,000,000  Financing  for  Disney  Through  Stock  Issue 

FILM  ADVERTISING,  PUBUCJTY,  EXPLOITATION  GAIN 

Rathner  to  Head  Revamped  PDC,  PPC;  Pathe  Active 


Ben  Judell  Retires;  Franchise 

Holders  to   Join   in 

Financing 

Producers  Distributing  Corp.  and 
Producers  Pictures  Corp.  are  being 
completely  reorganized.  Ben  Judell, 
founder  and  president,  has  retired 
from  the  organization  and  Harry 
Rathner,  former  franchise  holder  in 
New  York,  is  slated  to  head  the  re- 
organized companies.  Pathe,  the 
principal  creditor,  will  be  active  in 
the  operation  of  the  company. 

It  is  understood  that  a  new  com- 
pany is   to   be  formed   by  the  fran- 

(Continncd  on  Page  4) 


STRONG  FILMS  CLICK 
IN  BROADWAY  HOUSES 


Broadway  pix  theaters,  aided  by 
strong  product,  hit  turnaway  biz  on 
)  Washington's  birthday  at  both  day 
and  night  performances,  with  Fri- 
day's attendance  going  along  at  a 
good  clip  despite  the  expected  drop 
between  a  holiday  and  regular  week- 
end. Big  crowds  ruled  over  Satur- 
day and  Sunday. 

The      Roxy      reported      capacity 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


'Melody"  and  "Passage" 

Click  in  Early  Bookings 


Early    runs    of    "Northwest    Pas- 
sage"   and    "Broadway    Melody    of 
1940"  indicate  that  M-G-M  has  two 
i  winners  among  its  current  release. 
I  "Northwest  Passage"  exceeded  nor- 
mal business  up  to  206  per  cent  in 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


July  Sales  Convention 

In  Prospect  for  Warners 


While  20th  Century-Fox  plans  to 
hold  an  early  sales  convention  this 
year,  Warner  Bros,  will  hold  its  an- 
nual sessions  later  than  usual,  prob- 
ably in  July.  Last  year,  the  Warner 
sales  conferences  were  held  in  New 
York,  March  12-13. 


Espionage  Story  as  Howard  Hughes'  First; 

Distribution  Through  Warners  is  Expected 

Howard  Hughes  is  reported  to  be  preparing  a  picture  with  an  espionage  theme  as  his 
first  "comeback"  production.  Hughes  has  been  testing  scores  of  new  faces  for  top  roles. 
It   is    understood    that   Warner   Bros,    will    distribute. 


GWTW  Gross  Hits  $10,600,000; 
See  First-Run  'Take'  of  $23,000,000 


As  of  last  night,  GWTW  gross  re- 
ceipts totaled  between  $10,600,000 
and  $10,650,000  according  to  latest 
figures  available  over  the  week-end 
as  the  picture  entered  its  third  month 
of  exhibition.  Based  on  a  mean  ad- 
mission figure  of  between  80  and  90 
cents  per  person  in  first-run  houses, 
it  is  expected  that  the  film  will  gross 
between  $23,000,000  and  $25,000,000 
in  first-runs  in  the  domestic  market. 


This  is  based  on  the  Gallup  esti- 
mate that  57,000,000  people  would 
see  the  picture  in  the  U.  S. 

On  the  basis  of  the  Gallup  esti- 
mate, industry  statisticians  say  ap- 
proximately 50  per  cent  of  those  who 
will  patronize  the  picture  in  the  coun- 
try will  see  it  in  first-run  houses, 
leaving  another  28,000,000  to  30,000,- 
000  people  to  see  it  in  1941  in  sec- 

(Continned  on  Page  4) 


Mankiewicz  to  Start 

Hepburn  Film  June  1 

Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz,  M-G-M 
producer,  plans  to  make  the  film  ver- 
sion of  "The  Philadelphia  Story," 
current  stage  hit,  on  the  Coast  this 
summer.  Mankiewicz,  who  is  vaca- 
tioning in  New  York,  said  over  the 
week-end  that  production  probably 
would  start  June  1,  with  Katharine 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


District  Managers'  Meet 

to  Fix  20th-Fox  Budget 

Budget  for  the  20th-Fox  program 
for  1940-41,  will  be  determined  to 
a  large  extent  by  the  results  of  the 
district  managers'  meeting  which 
will  be  held  this  week-end,  it  was 
reported  Friday.  Herman  Wobber, 
manager  of  distribution,  will  out- 
line   a    number   of    pictures    Darryl 

(Continued  mi  Page  11) 


Disney's  Expansion  Plans  to  Bring 
Stock  Flotation  Up  to  $4,000,000 


Reuben  Samuels,  Agency 

Head,  Stricken  in  South 


Miami  Beach — Reuben  Samuels, 
62,  head  of  the  Samuels  Agency, 
prominent  film  insurance  organiza- 
tion of  1540  Broadway,  New  York 
City,  died  suddenly  of  a  heart  at- 
tack here  early  Friday  morning. 

Mr.  Samuels  had  come  to  this 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Details  of  the  new  financial  struc- 
ture of  Walt  Disney  Productions 
will  be  submitted  to  the  SEC  by 
March  1,  it  was  indicated  over  the 
week-end,  following  the  announce- 
ment that  the  Disney  organization 
would  float  a  stock  issue  of  between 
$3,750,000  arid  $4,000,000. 

Under  present  plans,  between 
150,000  and  160,000  shares  of  cumu- 
lative   convertible    preferred    Stock, 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Fewer  Ads  Run  Afoul  of  the 

Code,  MPPDA's  AAC  1939 

Figures  Reveal 

Material  increases  in  all  forms  of 
film  advertising,  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation were  registered  in  1939, 
according  to  statistics  compiled  by 
the  Advertising  Advisory  Council  oi 
the  MPPDA. 

The  AAC  figures  show  that  there 
was  a  gain  of  2,556  in  the  number  of 
film  advertisements  submitted  by 
companies  to  the  Council  at  the  Hays 
Offices,  East  and  West.  Film  ads  in 
1938  totaled  9,830  and  last  year 
12,386. 

Despite  fehe  gain,  the  number  of 
ads  running  afoul  of  the  Code  drop- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

H0LUN6SW0RTH  TRUST 

SUIT  ASKS  $234,000 

Lincoln  —  Naming  as  defendants 
Fox  Midwest,  Fox  Beatrice  The- 
ater Corp.,  20th  Century-Fox,  and 
Joe  E.  Scott,  exchange  manager  in 
Omaha;  M-G-M,  and  exchange  man- 
ager Harry  Shumor;  Republic,  and 
exchange  head,  Carl  Reese,  United 
Artists,  RKO,  Paramount  and  Uni- 
versal, Frank  E.  Hollingsworth,  op- 
erator of  the  New  Pix  and  Rialio 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 

RKO  Guards  Production 

Data  in  Equity  Answers 

RKO  Radio  Pictures  on  Friday 
served  notice  upon  the  Government 
that  its  answers  to  interrogatories, 
numbered  25  through  39,  dealing 
with  production  activities,  be  treated 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 

All  Broadway  Presentation 
Houses  to  Meet  With  AGVA 


Meeting  Friday  between  a  nego- 
tiating committee  for  the  Arrierican 
Guild  of  Variety  Artists  and  the; 
Roxy  Theater,  represented  by  man- 

(Continucd  on  Page  8) 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS   OF  FRL,  FEB.    23) 
NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low    Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 113/g     11  n  

Col.  Picts.vtc.  (2V2%)    7'/g       7'/8       7'/8      

Columbia   Picts.    pfd..   22         22         22      —     Vi 

Con.  Fm.    Ind 1  %       1  

Con.   Fm.    Ind.    pfd 

East.   Kodak    151        147       148       —  6y4 

do    pfd.     176       176       176      —  2 

Gen.  Th.   Eq 13V4     13'/4     13'/4  +     V8 

Loew's,    Inc 36V8     353/4     35%  —     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7%       7%       7%  —     Vs 

Paramount    1st    pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd..     9y2       93/8       9'/2  —     V4 

Pathe    Film    lift     11V8     HV4—     Vs 

RKO     1%       13/8       13^  _     ft 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    12         11%     12         

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 89        89         89—1 

Warner  Bros 3%       3%       3%     

do    pfd 48ft     48ft     48ft  —  1ft 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101S/8  1 01  %  1 01 3/s  —     ft 

Loew's    deb.    3fts46.103       102%  103         

Para.    B'way   3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 fts47     

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  87ft     87ft     87ft—     ft 
NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram   Picts 13-16  13-16  13-16     

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor    15ft     15         15       —     ft 

Trans-Lux 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...     4  4  4         

Universal  Picts 


Al  Saxelin  Dead  In  Chi. 

Chicago — Al  Saxelin  of  the  Mono- 
gram exchange  is  dead.  He  has 
been  identified  with  the  Chicago  film 
trade  for  the  past  25   years. 


PROGRESS 
FILM  LIBRARY 


STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 

Conveniently  Catalogued 


|729   SEVENTH  AVE.  NYC. 

BRYANT  9-5600 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  11 

Picture   and    Distributor  Theater 

Gone   With    the   Wind    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 11th    week Capitol 

The  Grapes  of  Wrath    (20th  Century- Fox)— 5th   week Rivoli 

Pinocchio   (RKO  Radio  Pictures-Walt  Disney) — 3rd  week Center 

Sidewalks  of  London    (Paramount  Pictures) — 2nd   week Paramount 

Of   Mice    and    Men    (United   Artists-Hal    Roach) — 2nd    week Roxy 

Abe    Lincoln    in    Illinois    (RKO   Radio    Pictures) Music    Hall 

Dr.   Ehrlich's   Magic   Bullet    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) Strand 

The  Man  from   Dakota    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Criterion 

Convicted    Woman    (Columbia    Pictures) Globe 

Legion  of  the   Lawless    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)    (a) Central 

Vengeance    of    the    Deep    (Astor    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Hell's  Angels   (Astor  Pictures)    (e) Rialto 

Tumbleweeds    (Astor  Pictures)    (e) Times   Square 

Our  Daily   Bread    (Astor  Pictures)    (e) Apollo 

Little    Old    New    York    (20th    Century-Fox)     (a-b) Palace 

Charlie  Chan   in   Panama    (20th   Century-Fox)    (a) Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUNS    ♦ 

Gone    With    the    Wind    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 11th    week Astor 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Louise    (Mayer-Burstyn) — 4th    week Little    Carnegie 

Overture    to    Clory    (G   &    L    Distributing    Co.) — 3rd    week Cameo 

Entente  Cordiale   (Concord  Film)    (d) — last  day 5th  Ave.   Playhouse 

The    Human   Beast    (Juno    Films) — 2nd   week 55th    St.    Playhouse 

The    Baker's   Wife    (The    Baker's    Wife    Co.) ....World 

We   Were   Seven   Widows    (Esperia    Films) — 2nd    week Cinecitta 

The  People   of   the   Hagbo   Farm    (Scand.   Talking   Pictures) 48th   St.   Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Seventeen     (Paramount    Pictures) — Feb.    28 Paramount 

Northwest     Passage     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — March     7 Capitol 

The    Blue     Bird     (20th     Century-Fox)      (c) Roxy 

It's   a    Date    (Universal    Pictures)     (c) Rivoli 

The  Marines  Fly  High   (RKO  Radio  Pictures) — March  4 Rialto 

Castle  on   the   Hudson    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures) — March   2 Globe 

Three  Cheers   for  the    Irish    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures) — March   8 Strand 

The  Face  Behind  the  Scar   (Film  Alliance) — Feb.  29   (a) Central 

Saga    of    Death    Valley    (Republic    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Swiss   Family   Robinson    (RKO    Radio   Pictures)    Feb.   29    (a-b) Palace 

Brother  Rat  and   a   Baby    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures) — Feb.   29   (a-b) Palace 

Foreign 

Harvest    (French   Cinema   Center) — Feb.   27    (b) 5th   Ave.    Playhouse 

Friendship     (Esperia     Films) — Feb.     29 Cinecitta 

Mobleza    Baturra— March    8 48th    St.    Theater 

(a)   Dual  bill,      (b)   Subsequent  run.      (c)   Follows  current  bill,      (d)    Return  engagement, 
(e)   Revival. 


CHARLES   EINFELD,    Warners'    publicity-adver- 
tising   head,    left    New    York    on    Friday    evening 
aboard    the    20th    Century    Limited    for    Chicago 
where    he    made    a    week-end    stopover    en    route 
I  to    Burbank. 

JOE  KRUMCOLD.  writer,  left  New  York  r.,  ^ 
week-end  for  the  Coast.  dlted 

J.  A.  McCONVILLE,  Columbia's  foreign  cfnef 
sailed     Friday    on     the    Santa     Elena. 

HERMAN    ROBBINS    returns    here    today    from 
I  Florida. 

TOM    FLANNERY,    WhiteWay    prexy,    has    re- 
turned to  Chicago  from  his  annual  Florida  vaca- 
|  tion  with   plenty  of   tan. 

HARLAN     THOMPSON,     Paramount     producer 
1  who    recently    completed    "Road    to    Singapore,' 
is   at   the    Essex    House    for   a    three-week   vaca- 
tion. 

BORIS   MORROS  has  returned  to   the  Coast. 

IRVING  DASHKIN,  manager  of  the  Savoy  The- 
ater, Jamaica,  has  left  New  York  for  a  vacation 
in     Mexico    and    Cuba. 

HARRY  HAM,  Myron  Selznick  representtive 
in  London,  and  HENRY  R.  LUCE,  sailed  for 
Europe  Saturday  on  the   Manhattan. 

J.  WALTER  RUBEN,  Metro  producer,  is  stop- 
ping  at   the   Waldorf. 

DEAN  BANKER,  Metro  representative  in  Co- 
lombia, sailed  for  South  America  Friday  on  the 
Santa    Elena. 

ARTHUR  DREIFUSS,  director-producer  of  "Mys- 
tery in  Swing,"  is  here  for  a  month's  stay  on 
business. 

ARTHUR    LOEW    and    OSCAR    DOOB    are    at 

the    Metro   studios   for   a    10-day   stay. 


Theaters  Continue  Drive 

for  Finnish  Relief  Fund 


Indie  theaters  across  the  country 
have  requested  permission  to  con- 
tinue lobby  collections  to  augment 
the  Finnish  Relief  Fund,  Major  L. 
E.  Thompson,  chairman  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Division,  said  Friday. 
Many  exhibs.  on  their  own  initiative 
extended  the  collection  period  for  a 
full  week. 

Major  Thompson  said  that  the- 
aters yet  to  participate  may  secure 
coin  collection  boxes  and  banners  on 
application  to  Vincent  G.  Hart  at 
the  New  York  headquarters.  More 
than  500  prints  of  the  Fund  short, 
"Finland  Fights,"  are  now  being 
shown. 


Detroit — First  report  from  De- 
troit's Finnish  Relief  Fund  reports 
over  $700  collected  by  local  the- 
aters, through  the  committee  headed 
by  Tom  McGuire  of  Cooperative  The- 
aters. 


McConville  on  S.  A.  Tour 

Seven  of  Columbia's  Latin-Amer- 
ican offices  will  be  visited  by  For- 
eign Manager  J.  A.  McConville  who 
sailed  on  the  S.  S.  Santa  Elena. 
Panama,  Peru  and  Chile  are  the  fir-st 
stop-overs  on  the  way  down  the  West 
Coast  of  South  America,  while  the 
return  trip  takes  in  offices  in  Argen- 
tina, Uruguay,  Brazil,  and  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indies. 


Equity  Council  to  Hold 

Parley  on  AAAA's  Reorg. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Equity 
Council  will  be  held  today  to  study 
the  question  of  reorganization  in  the 
AAAA,  including  the  intra-union  dif- 
ferences that  have  arisen  from  the 
reorganization  discussions.  Eddie 
Dowling,  Bobby  Clark  and  William 
David  have  been  asked  to  serve  on 
the  Council  until  the  regular  elec- 
tions in  June.  However,  an  alter- 
nate group  has  also  been  petitioned 
to  serve  in  the  event  any  of  the 
first  three  selections  is  unable  to. 


"Pinocchio"  Opens  in  100 
Keys  Beginning  March  21 

"Pinocchio"  is  schdeuled  to  open 
in  more  than  100  key  cities  begin- 
ning March  21-22,  it  was  announced 
by  RKO  on  Friday  when  it  was  re- 
vealed that  the  Walt  Disney  feature 
topped  by  considerable  margins  the 
grosses  of  "Snow  White"  in  Wash- 
ington birthday  openings  in  Miami 
Beach,  Lincoln  and   Oklahoma  City. 


Lincoln — Playing  the  same  house, 
the  Stuart,  "Pinocchio"  in  its  first 
day  did  10  per  cent  better  than 
"Snow  White"  despite  less  favorable 
weather  conditions. 


Bioff  Hearing  Today 

Chicago — Hearing  for  William  Bi- 
off, IATSE  international  executive, 
extradited  here  from  California,  has 
been  postponed  until  today  in  the 
Cook  County  Criminal  Court  before 
Chief  Justice  John  Prystalski. 


You'll  get  your  job 
when  you  want  it  .  . 
as  you  want  it.  Our 
facilities  make  service 
a   matter  of  routine. 


PHOTO  ENGRAVING  CORP. 

250  WEST  54th  STREET.  NEW  YORK 

Telephone CO  lumbuj  5-6741 
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proud  papa  of 


TRIO 

of  Qreat  New  Hits 


Advertised  to  the  nation  in  magazines  and  newspapers!  They're  waiting! 
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RATHNER  WILL  HEAD 
REVAMPED  PDG,PPC 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

chise  holders  who  will  also  partici- 
pate in  financing  production.  Com- 
plete details  of  the  reorganization 
are  expected  to  be  forthcoming  this 
week. 

Franchise  holders  from  principal 
key  cities  gathered  in  New  York 
last  week  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
action  to  keep  the  company  active, 
in  view  of  bankruptcy  proceedings. 
The  independent  distributors  co- 
operated in  working  out  the  reorgan- 
ization plan. 

One  of  PDC's  pictures  was  "Hit- 
ler— Beast  of  Berlin,"  which  was  re- 
leased under  various  titles  in  dif- 
ferent cities. 


Dismiss  Wanger  Libel  Suit 
Against  News  and  Sullivan 

Complaint  of  Walter  Wanger  and 
Wanger  Productions,  Inc.,  for  $1,- 
000,000  damages  against  the  News 
Syndicate  Co.,  Inc.,  publisher  of  the 
New  York  Daily  News,  and  Ed  Sul- 
livan, was  dismissed  on  Friday  by 
the  Appellate  Division  of  the  New 
York  Supreme  Court.  Wanger's  suit 
had  claimed  that  Sullivan  had  libeled 
him  and  his  companv  on  May  21, 
1939,  in  a  newspaper  article  ap- 
pearing in  the  Daily  News.  Accord- 
ing to  the  complaint,  Sullivan  was 
charged  with  intimating  that  plain- 
tiff did  not  have  the  ability  to  pro- 
duce high  quality  pictures.  The  Ap- 
pellate Division  in  upsetting  a  lower 
Court  decision  which  upheld  the  com- 
plaint, ruled  that  the  article  com- 
plained of  was  not  libelous  on  its 
face. 


"Magic  Bullet"  Expected 

to  Stay  Three  at  Strand 

"Story  of  Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bul- 
let" is  expected  to  go  three  weeks 
at  the  New  York  Strand  on  the  ba- 
sis of  its  strnog  opening  on  Friday, 
Warners  reported  at  the  week-end. 
Street  lines  prevailed  Friday  morn- 
ing, and  afternoon  business  was  con- 
sistently large.  Tommy  Tucker's 
ork   is   the   stage   attraction. 
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Best  wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  26 

Eward  J.   Mannix 

James  A.   FitzPatrick 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     FEBRUARY  1940  will  long  be  remembered  down  Victoria. 

Texas,  way as  the  month  in  which  the  El  Rancho  Theater  opened 

thus  glorifying  that  cattle  town's  pioneers The   "glorifying" 

process  was  somewhat  akin  fo  the  "Footprints  of  the  Stars"  in  the  lobby 

of  Grauman's  Chinese  Theater  in  Hollywood except  the  Texas  house 

incorporated  71  cattle  brands  in  the  lobby's  terrazzo  floor Novelty 

didn't  cease  there,  for  the  Long-Griffith  circuit  boys  had  "El  Rancho" 
written  in  "beautiful  white  script"  against  the  green  background  of  the 
terrazzo  sidewalk stretching  across  the  entire  frontage  of  the  theater. 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  WHY  the  meetin'  of  the  Frederick,  Md.,  Chamber  of 
Commerce  was  postponed  from  early  last  week  to  next  Thursday 

is  now  clear It  seems  the  C  of  C  gents  were  afraid 

nobody  would  show  up. . .  .'cause  GWTW  was  blowing  into  town! 

...     •  An  annual  cinematic  event  has  just  come  and  gone 

namely  J.  H.  Cooper's  goodwill  stunt  out  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  of  giving 

a  free  show  at  his  trio  of  houses the  Lincoln,  Stuart,  and 

Nebraska for  youngsters  of  hi  skool  age  and  under in 

honor  of  his  son's  birthday of  which  this  was  the  11th.  .  .  . 

•  To   the   management   of   the   55th   Street   Playhouse the 

phrase  "pot  o'  gold"  means  the  Juno  Film  release,  "The  Human 

Beast,"  current  attraction which  is  pouring  the  shekels  into 

the  ole  b.o 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  GOSSIP  has  it  that  RKO's  publicity  dept.  is  about  to  issue 
a  challenge  to  the  trade  press  boys  to  meet  in  mortal  combat  on  the 

bowling  alleys The  R-Kayo  contingent  is  reported  comprising  Prof. 

Rutgers  Neilson,  (he  Jacks  Level  &  Lewis,  Lou  Gaudreau  and  Ken  Hallam 

Lew  (Jay  Emanuel)  Mentlik's  trying  to  find  enough  good  bowlers 

'mong  the  trade  press  whom  he  can  captain  on   his  team which 

might  be  christened  "The  Alley  Cats" Neilson's  mob  may  be  in  for 

a  good  scratching if  the  trade  paper  boys  can  only  get  themselves 

in  a  frame  of  mind that  10  wooden  pins  are  really  nothing  but  a 

few  "sticks" 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     FROM  N.Y.U.  channels  issues  word  that  Prof.  Shaw 

of  that  institution  is  gonna  incorporate   in  a  textbook the 

chapter  on  the  movies  and  radio which  Louis  Reid  wrote  for 

"Am.erica  Now,"  published  by  Scribners.  ...  •  Jess  Goodman, 
Paramount  h.o.  office  boy,  is  producing  a  play  in  his  spare  time 
....a  three-act  mystery   drama,   "Flight   13,"   by   Lyman   White, 

Film  Dept.  employe  of  M-G-M Opus'll  be  presented  nights  of 

March  19  and  20  in  the  Heckscher  Theater proceeds  going  to 

sweet  charity 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     'TWAS  a  triumph  for  La  Dottie  Lamour that  cocktail 

reception   Sherman   Billingsley   tendered  for   the  illustrious   siren   of  the 

sarong at   his    Stork    Club    on    Friday    evening of   which    La 

Dottie  is  an  alumna Celebrities  of  press,  stage,  screen  and  radio 

were  as  thick  as  locusts At  and  about  Film  M.'s  tablecloth  were, 

to  name  a  very  few.  La  Dottie  herself,  Bert  Lahr,  Cobina  Wright,  Jr., 
Bob  Weitman,  Ethel  Merman.  Jack  Pearl,  Bud  De  Sylva,  Alton  Cook, 
Toby  Wing,  Bramwell  Fletcher,  Frank  Tuttle,  Eliott  Nugent,  Dr.  Leo  and 
Sylvia  Winter  (he,  the  prominent  throat  specialist).  Bob  and  Mrs.  Sylvester, 
Bugs  Baer,  Peter  Arno,  Ilka  Chase,  Russell  Hardy,  Radie  Harris,  Edwina 
Hecht,  Phil  Reed  and  Eve  Arden 


«       «       « 
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GROSS  OF  GWTW 
NOW  $10,600,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ond-run  houses.  On  a  basis  of  20 
to  40  cents  admission  prices  per  per- 
son, this  would  bring  in  another  $6,- 
000,000  to  $8,000,000.  That  litedd 
mean  over  $30,000,000  in  the  dod^s- 
tic  market. 


GWTW  to  Return  to  Atlanta; 
Opens  at  Rhodes  on  March  1 

Atlanta,  Ga.  —  GWTW,  which 
closed  a  10-week  engagement  at 
Loew's  Grand  Theater  here  last  Wed- 
nesday night,  will  resume  showing 
with  an  evening  performance  Fri- 
day, March  1,  at  the  Rhodes  Theater. 

At  Loew's  Grand,  where  the 
world's  premiere  of  the  Selznick  epic 
occurred  on  Dec.  15,  GWTW  played 
to  223,366  persons  and  grossed  ap- 
proximately $240,000  an  all-time 
local  record. 

At  the  Rhodes,  pix  will  be  shown 
three  times  daily  and  once  on  Sun- 
days, at  the  same  scale  as  in  effect 
at  the  Grand. 


Detroit— GWTW  went  into  its  fifth 
double  week  at  the  Wilson  and 
United  Artists  on  Friday.  Counting 
10  weeks  for  the  run  to  date,  this 
is  one  week  more  than  the  nine-week 
record  previously  set  by  any  talkie. 
Film  is  expected  to  close  shortly  at 
the  United  Artists,  because  of  need 
of  the  house  for  other  first-run  prod- 
uct, but  is  expected  to  go  at  least 
two  months  more  at  the  Wilson. 


Fort  Worth — Originally  dated  for 
a  single  week,  GWTW  will  finish  a 
three  weeks'  run  at  the  Hollywood' 
on  Thursday. 

Oklahoma  City— GWTW  is  expect- 
ed to  go  five  weeks  at  the  Tower 
following  two  weeks  at  the  downtowni 
Midwest  Theater. 


Mankiewicz  to  Start 

Hepburn  Film  June  1 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Hepburn  and  Robert  Taylor  co-star- 
ring. Miss  Hepburn  is  starring  in 
the  stage  play  at  the  Shubert  The- 
ater. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Louisville,  Ky. — Miss  Mabel  Blank 
enship,  cashier  at  Loew's,  and  John 
Phelphs,  manager  of  Switows'  Ken-I 
tucky  Theater  here,  were  married  ati 
Trinity  Methodist  Church. 

Little  Rock,  Ark.— Martha  Ellen 
Remley  and  John  Given  Emerson  of| 
Malco   Theaters  were  married. 


Eddie  Kirkland,  of  Columbia's  for 
eign  publicity  department,  and  An 
gela  Elmiger  were  married  on  Wash- 
ington's Birthday,  it  was  disclosed 
on  the  week-end.  Ceremony  was  per 
formed  in  New  York. 
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/HEELING,  W.  VA. 

Opening  gross  "My 
.Little  Chickadee"  sur- 
passes all  previous 
I 

record  holders  includ- 
ing "My  Man  Godfrey" 
"Magnificent   Obses- 


i  Gusty,  lusty  humor..." 

— Motion  Picture  Daily 

t 

'A  box  office  natural!" 
,  — Hollywood  Reporter 

...  Clean-up  business 

Vt  the  box  office!" 

r, 

J  -Showmen's  Trade  Review 


JHNSTOWN,  PA| 

''Chickadee"  open- 

ng  at  State  Theatre 

jeats"  Destry  Rides 

.gain"  and  "First 


'Audiences   laughed 

jj . .  ♦  so  loudly  and 

long  as  to  drown  out 

whole  sequences  of 

n  dialogue!" 

— Motion  Picture 
Herald 


SEATTLE 

aramount  Theatre 
lurns  them  away 
with  "My  Little 
Chickadee"  hitting 
new  highs! 


'Laugh-packed 
comedy  rates 
as  box  office 
natural!" 

— Film  Daily 


"A  fantastic 
burlesque  of  the 
Westerns  .  .  . 
delightfully  ab- 
surd!"— Chicago 
Daily  News 


ROCHESTER 

A  smash  week  at  the 
Palace  and  holding 
over  for  2nd  week! 


CHICAGO 


"My  Little  Chick- 
adee" gives  the 
Palace  its  two 
greatest  weeks 
this  season! 


"A  lusty  comedy  of 
high  order.. .a  film  that 
makes  you  chuckle 
with  joy?" 

— Washington  Post 

"Mae  West,  blonde  and 
curvacious  .  .  .  Fields 

uproariously 
funny!" 
— Chicago  Times 


***\;  a 


TROY 

"Chickadee"  al- 
most  double 
"Destry"  busi- 
ness at  Proctor's! 


HARTFORD 

"Chickadee"  tops 
every  Universal  pic- 
ture ever  played  at 
Loew's  Theatre! 


■      . 
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"Fields  and 
West  run  riot 
in  'My  Little 
Chickadee'!" 

— Washington 
Times  Herald 


MIAMI 

(Telegram  From 
Lincoln  Theatre) 
"MY  LITTLE 
CHICKADEE"  SETS 
NEW  HIGH  THIS 
SEASON!" 

Sonny  Shepherd 


.«;: , 


WASHINGTON 


"Chickadee"held 
over  at  Keith's... 
heading  for  third 
smashing  week! 


"A  hefty  pack- 
age of  lusty  hu- 
mor that  will 
click  for  surpris- 
ing grosses.,.!" 
— Variety 


INDIANAPOLIS 

"My  Little  Chickadee" 
tops  "Destry  Rides 
Again"  at  the   In- 
diana Theatre  by 
better  than  25%! 


"Box  office 
power! . . .  West- 
Fields   combina- 
tion can't  miss!" 
— Daily  Variety 


SPRINGFIELD,  III 

Roxy  Theatre  re- 
ports "My  Little 
Chickadee"  beats 
both"  Destry"  and 
"First  Love!" 


J8S5^1 


.  .  Sure  fire 
for  audience 
reaction!" 

— Boxoflice 


OCIETY  GIRL  CAPTURED  BY 

GUN-RUNNERS!  .   .    Marines  Scour 
outh  Seas  for  Flying  Heiress  Thought  Down 
in  Island  Wilderness!  .  .  Murder  in  a  Paradis 
of  the  Pacific  . .  A  swashbuckling  story  packed 
ith  action,  mystery,  romance  and  thrills! 


with 


WILLIAM  GARGAN  WALLACE  FORD 


V. 


/ 


JUNE  LANG  •  GILBERT  ROLAND 
ETIENNE  GIRARDOT  •  KATHERINE 

DeMILLE    •    A    FINE   ARTS    PICTORE 

;\  P;-J--  A  FRANKLYN  WARNER 

PRODUCTION 

Directed  by  Elmer  Clifton 

Screen  Play  by  Arthur  Hoerl,  M.  Coates 

Webster,  Robert  Lively  •  From  original 

story  by  Allan  Vaughn  Elston 
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CALL TENN.ASGAP LAW 
"GLASS  LEGISLATION" 


Tennessee's  anti-Ascap  statute, 
ruled  unconstitutional  by  a  three- 
udge  Federal  Statutory  Court  last 
week,  was  termed  "class  legislation 
aimed  only  at  proprietors  of  music 
copyrights  and  no  other  copyrights 
and  it  exempts  the  performance  of 
musical  works  which  are  protected 
only  by  common  law"  in  the  decis- 
ion, received  in  New  York  Friday. 

Citing  that  when  the  law  became 
effective  there  were  217  contracts 
with  Ascap  in  Tennessee — 166  movie 
theaters,  38  dance  halls,  13  radio  sta- 
tions,  the   decision    declared. 

"Compliance  with  the  statute 
would  require  each  member  to  as- 
certain separately  the  nature  of  each 
establishment,  organization,  etc.  It 
would  cost  complainants  approxi- 
matley  $300,000  to  attempt  to  com- 
pile and  file  list  of  music  composi- 
tions required  by  statute  and  $50,000 
additional  each  year  to  supplement 
said  list.  All  complaints  would  be 
required  to  surrender  Ascap  mem- 
bership at  a  loss  of  $5,000  each  an- 
nually, in  some  cases  as  much  as 
$50,000." 


5  U.  S.  Irelands  Will  Get 
"Cheers  for  Irish"  Premieres 


Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  pub- 
licity and  advertising  for  Warners, 
headed  for  the  Coast  last  evening  on 
the  20th  Century  Limited,  with  a 
stopover  set  for  Chicago  to  set  plans 
for  the  opening  there  of  "Dr.  Ehr- 
lich's  Magic  Bullet." 

He  disclosed,  just  before  boarding 
the  train,  that  the  Warners  plan 
five  coincident  world  premieres  for 
"Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish"  in  the 
communities  in  the  U.  S.  bearing 
the  name  Ireland. 

Einfeld  said  that  immediately  fol- 
lowing these  openings  that  Gradwell 
L.  Sears,  WB  sales  manager,  has  ar- 
ranged to  open  the  picture  in  250 
situations. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Burbank,  Ein- 
feld is  scheduled  to  huddle  with 
Harry  and  Jack  Warner  on  the  forth- 
coming world  premieres  of  "Virginia 
City"  in  the  Nevada  community  by 
that  name  and  in  Reno  houses. 

He  asserted  that  he  would  return 
to  New  York  in  about  six  weeks. 


Buck,  Ascap  Prexy,  Ready 

to  Sue  for  False  Arrest 


Phoenix,  Ariz.- — Counter-suit  will 
be  filed  by  Gene  Buck,  Ascap  presi- 
dent, if  the  criminal  complaints  filed 
by  Missoula,  Mont,  authorities  are 
not  sustained,  it  was  revealed  over 
the  week-end.  Suit  will  be  based  on 
charges  of  false  arrest,  following 
Buck's  arrest  Thursday  on  a  Mon- 
tana warrant  charging  attempted  ex- 
tortion. Buck's  arrest  was  the  out- 
growth of  the  Ascap-Montana  dis- 
pute over  fees  paid  by  stations  for 
use  of  music  which  Ascap  claims  to 
own  or  control.  Buck  was  later  ar- 
rested under  $10,000  bond. 


Reviews  of  new  nuns 


"Road  to  Singapore" 

with    Bing   Crosby,   Dorothy   Lamour, 

Bob  Hope 

Paramount  84  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

TOP-FLIGHT  FUN  SHOULD  DO  HEAVY 

BUSINESS  AT  THE  BOX  OFFICE. 

With  Bing  Crosby  and  Bob  Hope  as  two 
women  haters,  who  love  a  good  old-fash- 
ioned fist  fight,  and  Dorothy  Lamour  as  the 
exciting  sarong  native  of  the  South  Sea  Isle, 
things  happen  fast  and  furious.  It  all  adds 
up  to  top-flight  fun  and  the  picture  should 
do  heavy  business  at  the  box-office.  Bing 
and  Bob  make  up  a  swell  team,  with  a 
resulting  heavy  bundle  of  laughs.  Victor 
Schertzinger  supplied  expert  direction,  and 
for  good  measure  wrote  the  music  for  two 
of  the  songs,  "The  Moon  and  the  Willow 
Tree,"  sung  by  Dorothy  Lamour,  and  "Cap- 
tain Custard"  sung  by  Bing  and  Bob.  To 
Harlan  Thompson  goes  credit  as  the  pro- 
ducer. Johnny  Burke  wrote  the  lyrics  for 
the  five  songs  used  in  the  picture,  with 
James  V.  Monaco  furnishing  the  music  for 
"Too  Romantic,"  for  Bing  and  Dorothy, 
"Sweet  Potato  Piper"  for  Bing,  and  "Kai- 
goon,"  sung  by  the  native  chorus.  Don 
Hartman  and  Frank  Butler  fashioned  a  very 
amusing  screenplay,  based  on  the  story  by 
Harry  Hervey.  Bing,  a  son  of  the  very 
exact,  strict  Charles  Coburn,  a  millionaire, 
seeks  to  dodge  business  and  the  matrimoni- 
ally inclined  Judith  Barrett.  He  and  his  pal, 
fun-loving  dashing  Bob,  journey  to  the  South 
Seas  where  they  meet  Dorothy.  Both  fall 
for  her,  but  refuse  to  admit  it.  When  Co- 
burn,  Bing's  pater,  and  Judith  arrive  in  the 
South  Seas  and  start  back  homeward  with 
Bing,  things  look  dark  for  Dorothy  who  is 
smitten  with  Bing.  However,  Bing  leaves  the 
boat  and  returns  to  Dorothy  for  the  final 
clinch. 

CAST:  Bing  Crosby,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Bob 
Hope,  Charles  Coburn,  Judith  Barrett,  An- 
thony Quinn,  Jerry  Colonna,  Johnny  Arthur, 
Pierre  Watkin,  Gaylord  Pendleton,  Miles 
Mander.  Pedro  Regas,  Great  Granstedt,  John 
Kelly,  Ed  Gargan,  Kitty  Kelly,  Roger  Gray, 
Benny  Inocencio,  Gloria  Franklin,  Carmen 
D'Antonio,  Paula  de  Cardo. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harlan  Thompson; 
Director,  Victor  Schertzinger;  Author,  Harry 
Hervey;  Screenplay,  Don  Hartman  and  Frank 
Butler;  Cameraman,  William  C.  Mellor,  ASC; 
Art  Directors,  Hans  Dreier  and  Robert  Odell; 
Editor,  Paul  Weatherwax;  Dances  staged  by 
LeRoy  Prinz;  Musical  Director,  Victor 
Young;  Songs  by  Victor  Schertzinger  and 
Johnny  Burke,  and  by  James  V.  Monaco  and 
Johnny  Burke. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


"Knights  of  the  Range" 

with  Russell  Hayden,  Victor  Jory,  Jean 
Parker,  J.  Farrell  MacDonald,  Britt  Wood 
Paramount  68  Mins. 

EXPERTLY  MADE,  EXCITING  WESTERN 
WHICH  WILL  DELIGHT  OUTDOOR  DRA- 
MA  FANS    EVERYWHERE. 

Produced  by  Harry  Sherman  with  all  his 
customary  flare  for  merging  the  best  of  enter- 
tainment elements  with  high  technical  skill, 
this  Zane  Grey  drama  of  the  once  lawless 
West  is  destined  to  take  its  nlace  among 
the  top-notch  outdoor  dramas  of  the  cur- 
rent season.  Its  quality  springs  from  a 
number  of  factors, — astute  casting,  a  solid 
story,  smooth  screenplay,  expert  direction, 
efficient  editing,  and  photography  which 
in  many  instances  is  eye-filling  and  always 
interesting.  Analysis  of  cast  effectiveness 
reveals  Sherman  striving  for  types  rather 
than  tinsel;  and  dramatic  ability  rather 
than  player  renown.  Theaters  in  every 
bracket  and  situation  are  logical  outlets 
for  this  one.  for  there  is  spirit,  dash  and 
excitement  throughout  the  footage  which 
builds  progressively  to  a  smash  climax. 
Russell  Hayden  turns  in  a  splendid,  sincere 
performance  in  his  most  important  role  to 
date.  Jean  Parker,  both  afoot  and  in  the 
saddle,  is  an  attractive,  skilled  heroine, 
while  Victor  Jory,  J.  Farrell  MacDonald, 
Morris  Ankrum.  Britt  Wood  and  all  the 
other  cast  members  play  their  assignments 
up  to  the  hilt.  Cameraman  Russell  Har- 
lan takes  full  advantage  of  the  grandeur 
of  the  scenic  locales,  and  his  pan-shots  are 
inspiring.  Hayden,  one  of  Ankrum's  cat- 
tle rustlers,  joins  Jean's  forces  after  her 
fearless  and  respected  father  is  killed  by 
Ankrum's  henchmen.  Jory,  a  gambler,  whose 
suit  for  Jean's  heart  is  rejected,  joins 
forces  with  Ankrum  who  tries  to  make  off 
with  Jean's  cattle.  Later,  when  Hayden 
is  returning  from  a  New  Mexico  town  with 
$35,000  for  which  Jean's  cattle  have  been 
sold,  Jory  shoots  Ankrum,  and  his  men 
waylay  Hayden  and  his  two  comrades. 
Critically  wounded,  Ankrum  rides  to  Jean's 
ranch, — aid  is  sent  to  Hayden,  and,  love 
is    at   length    triumphant. 

CAST:  Russell  Hayden,  Victor  Jory,  Jean 
Parker,  Britt  Wood,  J.  Farrell  MacDonald, 
Morris  Ankrum,  Ethel  Wales.  Rad  Robin- 
son,  Raphael   Bennett,  "The  King's  Men." 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  As- 
sociate Producer,  Joseph  W.  Engel;  Direc- 
tor, Lesley  Selander;  Author,  Zane  Grey; 
Screenplay,  Norman  Houston;  Cameraman, 
Russell  Harlan;  Musical  Score,  Victor 
Young  and  John  M.  Leipold;  Supervising 
Film  Editor,  Sherman  A.  Rose;  Editor,  Car- 
rol Lewis;  Art   Director,   Lewis   J.   Rachmil. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,   Expert. 


Trio  of  Feature  Films 

on  Week's  Tele  Lineup 

NBC's  tele  program  for  the  cur- 
rent week  includes  three  film  fea- 
tures. First,  "Green  Eyes,"  was 
televised  yesterday.  "Three  Waltzes" 
French  pix,  is  set  for  Thursday  af- 
ternoon and  "Little  Red  School 
House"   next    Saturday. 


Beatrice  to  Vote  Again 

on  Sunday  Films  Apr. 


1 


Beatrice,  Neb. — After  losing  last 
time  by  a  small  margin  of  13  votes, 
this  10,000-population  town,  last  of 
the  6-day  show  towns  of  size  in  the 
middle  west,  makes  a  try  for  the 
fifth  time  in  10  years  for  Sunday 
shows,  April  1. 


STRONG  FILMS  CLICK 
IN  BROADWAY  HOUSES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

throughout  Thursday  with  120,000 
admissions  for  the  first  week  of 
"Mice  and  Men."  The  Capitol  with 
"GWTW"  entering:  its  11th  wf  \ 
reported  a  10,000  turnaway  (1^,1 
Washington's  birthday,  with  attefra^ 
ance  holding  up  well  on  the  next 
day. 

"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  drew  al- 
most record  crowds  on  the  holidav, 
at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall, 
with  biz  on  Friday  at  a  level  to 
warrant  an  extra  showing  on  Satur- 
day, doors  opening  at  9:15.  Center 
Theater  packed  them  in  for  "Pinoc- 
chio,"  the  cartoon  being  a  natural 
for  kids  on  a  holiday,  and  the  re- 
sult was  the  largest  day's  gross  of 
its  run. 

Paramount  reported  capacity  for 
"Sidewalks  of  London"  on  Thursday, 
with  b.o.  take  on  Fridav  augurinsr  a 
Saturday  and  Sunday  business  that 
would  bring  attendance  for  second 
week  almost  equalling  the  first. 
"Grapes  Of  Wrath"  turned  patrons 
away  at  the  Rivoli,  with  the  usual 
drop  the  next  morning,  but  with 
people  buving  early  for  Friday  eve- 
ning performances. 

"The  Fish  ting  69th"  closed  its 
fourth  week  at  the  Strand  to  ca- 
pacity on  Thursday,  with  "Dr.  Ehr- 
Hch's  Magic  Bullet"  an  excellent 
draw  on  its  opening;  day  Friday. 
Criterion,  Rialto.  Globe  and  Central 
shared  in  the  holidav  attendance. 


All  Broadway  Presentation 
Houses  to  Meet  With  AGVA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

aging  director  Irving  Lesser,  was 
adjourned  in  favor  of  a  parley  which 
would  be  attended  by  representa- 
tives of  all  presentation  houses  on 
Broadway  at  the  suggestion  of  Les- 
ser. 

It  is  expected  that  a  meeting  will 
be  held  the  latter  part  of  this  week. 

AGVA  is  driving  to  sign  contracts 
with  all  presentation  houses  for  its 
members,  and  is  receiving  the  full 
support  of  the  AAAA  unions,  with 
representatives  of  other  4-A  units 
on  the  negotiating  committee. 


"Melody"  and  "Passage" 

Click  in  Early  Bookings 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

14  key  city  openings  last  Thursday. 
Average  business  was  topped  in 
pvery  situation  where  "Broadway 
Melody"   opened,   M-G-M   reported. 


Veteran  Musician  Dead 

Montreal  —  Robert  Emmett  Rey- 
nolds, 53,  a  member  of  the  orches- 
tra that  accompanied  Sir  Harry  Lau- 
der on  his  last  North  American  tour 
died  suddenly  here.  He  played  in  the 
ork  at  the  Imperial  here  seven 
years  and  at  Loew's  Ottawa  20  years. 
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FILM  ADVERTISING 
AND  PUBLICITY  GAIN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ped  from  210  in  1938  to  198,  it  is 
disclosed. 

From  the  Code  standpoint,  the 
n£.  ^  trouble  in  1939  was  experi- 
ei~"  j.  in  the  still  division,  probably 
attributable  to  press  and  magazine 
demand  for  so-called  "leg"  art.  There 
was  an  increase  of  5,726  in  the  num- 
ber of  stills  submitted;  the  1939 
total  was  109,083  as  compared  with 
103,357.  Number  of  stills  discarded 
or  retouched  for  clearance  by  the 
Council  rose  from  387  in  1938  to 
787. 

Posters  gave  the  Council  more 
trouble  last  year  also,  47  of  the 
2,013  submitted  had  to  be  changed 
as  against  12  of  the  1,937  passed 
upon  the  preceding  year.  Trailers 
additionally  were  slightly  more  of 
a  problem.  There  were  nine  dele- 
tions in  981  trailers  last  year  as 
compared  with  three  in  747. 

Increases  in  the  number  of  ex- 
ploitation ideas  and  publicity  stories 
were  scored,  the  former  moving 
from  9,388  in  1938  to  10,554,  a  gain 
of  1,166,  and  the  latter  jumping  665, 
from  15,044  to  15,709.  Not  a  single 
exploitation  idea  or  publicity  story 
was  found  objectionable  in  1939, 
while  in  1938  five  stories  were  re- 
vised and  three  exploitation  stunts 
were  ruled  unsuitable. 

A  total  of  6,960  miscellaneous  ad- 
vertising accessories  cleared  through 
the  Council  without  change  in  1939, 
the  AAC  reports. 

The  gains  registered  in  1939  take 
on  added  significance  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  features 
which  received  PCA  seals  last  year 
dropped  from  1,427  to  1,311. 


Chi.  Better  Films  Council 
Opposed  to  Neely  Measure 

Chicago — Opposition  by  the  Bet- 
ter Films  Council  to  the  Neely  bill 
is  indicated.  Majority  of  members 
attending  a  meeting  here  last  week 
registered  disapproval.  The  measure 
will  be  submitted  to  district  meet- 
ings  shortly. 

The  Neely  bill  issue  was  taken  to 
the  public  Saturday  morning  when 
Thomas  Hungerford,  theater  man- 
ager, outlined  the  provisions  over 
Station  WAAF  under  auspices  of 
the  Illinois  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs. 


Lowell  Thomas  Becomes  Tele's  First  News 

Commentator;  Program  Includes  Oil  Plugs 

Television  has  its  first  news  commentator — Lowell  Thomas.  Thomas's  regular  NBC 
Blue  Network  program  will  be  telecast  as  well  over  W2XBS  at  6:45  p.m.  on  Wednes- 
days, Thursdays  and  Fridays  as  an  experimental  series.  Telecasts  will  include  the  Sun 
Oil    commercials. 


Rockefeller  Coin  Backs  !  M  of  T  to  Supply  First 

Study  of  Music  in  Films  of  Canadian  War  Films 


Under  a  grant  of  $20,000  by  the 
Rockefeller  Foundation,  the  local 
New  School  for  Social  Research  will 
conduct  a  two-year  study  to  deter- 
mine the  uses  of  music  in  motion 
pictures,  it  was  disclosed  on  the 
week-end. 

The  study,  first  of  its  kind  ever 
undertaken,  will  be  directed  by 
Hanns  Eisler,  exiled  German  com- 
poser, in  co-operation  with  RCA  and 
members  of  the  Philharmonic-Sym- 
phony Orchestra,  and  will  explore 
possibilities  of  new  musical  forms 
and  materials  of  instrumentation, 
examine  the  "relation  between  music 
and  dialogue,  and  the  use  of  song 
and  choi'us,  the  use  of  sound  and 
noises,  and  problems  of  orchestra- 
tion and  of  dramaturgy,"  announce- 
ment   said. 

Eisler  has  composed  scores  for 
several   firms   since   1935. 


Court  of  Appeals  Spurns 
Nick  Motion  for  Rehearing 

St.  Louis— John  P.  Nick,  IATSE 
International  vice-prexy,  sustained 
another  legal  setback  in  his  efforts 
to  regain  control  of  the  assets  and 
affairs  of  Local  143  Operators,  when 
his  motion  for  a  rehearing:  of  the 
anpeal  of  himself  and  Clyde  A. 
Weston,  former  business  manager  of 
Local  143  from  the  adverse  ruling 
of  Circuit  Judge  Emest  F.  Oakley 
ousting  them,  was  rejected  by  the 
St.  Louis  Court  of  Appeals  without 
comment. 

It  is  probable  that  Nick  and  Wes- 
ton may  seek  to  get  into  the  Mis- 
souri Supreme  Court  again  by  ap- 
plying; for  a  writ  of  error  question- 
ing: the  ruling  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals. 


Rites  Held  for  Weber 

Funeral  services  were  held  Fri- 
day for  L.  Lawrence  Weber,  68,  vet- 
eran theatrical  producing  manager, 
who  died  of  a  heart  attack  at  his 
home. 


N.Y.  Reviews  Laudatory  of     Abe  Lincoln 


// 


HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Here  is  a  memor- 
able  screen  biography  .  .  .  One  comes  away 
.  .  .  with  the  tremendous  satisfaction  of  hav- 
ing seen  greatness  at  close  hand,  and  with 
renewed    faith   in   humanity. 

TIMES:  We  have  no  hesitation  in  calling 
the  film  the  play's  superior,  in  calling  Raymond 
Massey's  screen  Lincoln  better  than  his  play's 
Lincoln. 

DAILY  NEWS:  A  magnificent  work  and 
credit  for  its  greatness  must  be  divided  among 
all  those  who  had  a  hand  in  fashioning  it  into 
what    it    is,    a   picture   with    a    heart   and    soul. 

DAILY  MIRROR:  Is  every  bit  as  fine 
and  beautiful   as   the  Pulitzer   Prize   winner. 


MORNING  TELEGRAPH:  An  important 
motion  picture  .  .  .  Massey  again  contributes 
a  notable  portrait  to  the  gallery  of  Lincoln 
pictures. 

WORLD-TELEGRAM:  Beautifully  char- 
acterized and  played. 

JOURNAL-AMERICAN:  An  impressive  and 
interesting    production. 

POST:  The  one  great  movie  which  should 
be  seen  by  every  American  in  the  two-fold 
lines  of  duty  and  pleasure. 

SUN:      One   of   the   season's    fine   pictures. 

BROOKLYN  EAGLE:  Hollywood  has  giv- 
en its  audience  a  film  that  is  as  great  for  its 
social  importance  as  for  its  technical  excellence. 


Montreal  —  Canada's  Film  Board 
has  arranged  to  serialize  the  Do- 
minion's war  effort  in  films  to  be 
presented  monthly  for  three  months, 
the  first  being  "Canada  at  War,"  a 
"March  of  Time"  feature,  to  be  re- 
leased in  March.  "Privates'  Lives," 
the  second  installment,  filmed  by  a 
British  company,  will  be  released  in 
April  and  will  show  the  daily  lives 
of  Canadian  troops  overseas.  Final 
film  of  the  trilogy  "Atlantic  Patrol" 
will  show  the  Canadian  and  British 
navies  co-operating  in  protection  of 
shipping  in  Canadian  waters.  A 
film  showing  the  war  activities  of 
Canadian  women  will  follow  as  will 
films  on  Canada's  war  industries  and 
the  empire  air  training  plan. 


Japanese  Actor  Stricken 

Tokyo  (By  Cable)— Sadanji  Ichi- 
kawa,  59,  world-famous  actor  who 
introduced  Occidental  drama  into 
Japan,   died   here. 


$4,000,000  STOCK 
ISSUE  FOR  DISNEY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

having  a  par  value  of  $25  per  share, 
will  be  offered  to  the  public.  The 
issue  will  be  underwritten  by  Kid- 
der, Peabody  Co.  and  Harriman, 
Riply  &  Co. 

Floating  of  the  stock  issue  was 
made  necessary  by  the  huge  expan- 
sion plans  under  way.  It  was  said 
over  the  week-end  that  Disney  has 
six  feature  length  cartoons  in  vari- 
ous stages  of  production.  "Fantasia" 
will  be  ready  for  release  as  a  road 
show  by  Oct.  1  and  "Bambi"  will  be 
completed  and  ready  for  release  on 
Jan.   15,  1941. 

Net  value  of  the  Disney  company 
is  placed  at  between  $14,000,000  and 
$16,000,000. 


M-G-M  to  Launch  Extensive 
Talent  Hunt  for  Jody  Role 

M-G-M  is  launching  an  extensive 
talent  search  for  a  boy  to  play  the 
role  of  Jody  in  the  filming  of  "The 
Yearling."  Plans  are  to  have  three 
camera  crews  make  tests  of  pros- 
pects in  a  nation-wide  hunt,  attempts 
to  locate  the  proper  type  in  Holly- 
wood  having  failed. 


"liil««"<"'"  e6V„v«me  Hook  ot  *<><>•"     \ 


RICHARdCROMWELL-  DORIS  DAY-  GEORGE  BARBIERond 

RADIO'S  BRIGHTEST  STARS    •    A  Republic  Picture 


^foRll 18-19-2° -1940 
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Serior  R.  J. 
(Wild  Bob) 

OT)ONNELL 

on  his  stud  caballo, 

"Tabasco" 


< 
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Please  make  your  room 
reservations  and  send  in 
your  $10.00  registration 
check  now! 

Address  all  communica- 
tions to  Room  202-203  Melba 
Building,  Dallas. 


\ 


QiXfOtUic.!  £tup&4ido4*l!  Gal&Ual! 
One  Aolid  ueab  in  the  making! 

3  -  Saul-  StiwUntf,  Cue  -  fyiUUuj,, 
cMead-WciAstUHXf,  jbaul  -  3 

COME!  Enjoy  the  frivolities  of  the  Pioneer  Days  Cele- 
bration with  the  Southwest's  far-famed  Peace  Officers, 
Rangers,  Cowboys,  Indian  Chiefs. 

RIDE  in  the  famous  Deadwood  Stage  Coaches,  the  Pio- 
neer Prairie  Schooners,  on  the  backs  of  snorting,  buck- 
ing Texas  Bronchos! 

DRESS  UP  in  cowboy  chaps  and  sombreros!  YOU  fur- 
nish the  physique  —  WE,  the  clothes ! 

GO  HAP-HAP-HAPPY  at  the  Pioneer  Days  Village 
(in  Athletic  Club  on  floors  7  and  ll).'Mebby  it's  your 
Lucky  Day! 

EAT  right  out  of  the  Chuck-Wagon  . . .  the  kind  of  food 
that  built  an  Empire ...  Frijoles!  Corn  Pone!  Hot  Bis- 
cuits! Chicken  in  the  Rougb!  Enchilladas!  Tacos!  Chili 
con  queso  and  Tamales ! 

ENJOY  the  sights  and  festivities  of  the  Frontier  Frolic! 
Colorful!  Thrilling!  Joy-Packed!  Your  grandchildren 
will  talk  about  the  Mexican  Fiesta! 

All  this  and  more! . . .  Plenty  more'. 


s*-\ 


Monday,  February  26,  1940 
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REUBEN  SAMUELS 
STRICKEN  IN  MIAMI 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

Ascap  Wins  in  Tenn. — Quota   Decision  Nears 

i  By  L.  H.  MITCHELL  : 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

city  to  spend  a  vacation.  His  re- 
mains were  en  route  to  New  York 
on  the  week-end  for  funeral  services 
•'i.  ^irial.  He  resided  there  in  the 
CeT""~.ry  Apartments,  25  Central 
Park  West. 

Surviving  are  his  widow  and  three 
daughters. 

Funeral  will  be  held  today  at  10 
a.m.  from  The  Riverside  Chapel,  76th 
St.  and  Amsterdam  Ave. 


RKO  Guards  Production 

Data  in  Equity  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

as  confidential.  The  Van  Beuren  Co. 
and  Pathe  News,  RKO  affiliates,  also 
filed  answers  Friday  with  a  similar 
request.  All  other  major  companies 
were  expected  to  file  answers  over 
the  week-end  to  the  same  group  of 
questions. 

A  number  of  defendants  will  also 
treat  answers  on  production  activity 
as  confidential,  it  was  understood,  to 
prevent  public  disclosure  of  statis- 
tics on  production  until  the  start  of 
the    trial. 


District  Managers'  Meet 

to  Fix  20th-Fox  Budget 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Zanuck  plans  for  next  season,  in  ad- 
dition to  a  general  discussion  on 
next  season's  sales  policy,  liquida- 
tion of  current  releases  and  other 
company  matters. 


Horwitz  Offers  to  Pay 
If  Granted  Audit 


Right 


Cleveland — In  answer  to  a  suit 
filed  in  Common  Pleas  Court  by  the 
Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors 
Association  for  approximately  $5,- 
700  allegedly  due  the  Association  for 
dues  and  assessments  from  eight 
indies,  M.  B.  Horwitz,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Washington  Circuit,  op- 
erating three  of  the  eight  houses  in- 
volved, states  that  he  has  advised 
the  association  that  he  will  pay  all 
back  dues  and  assessments  if  the 
unit  will  permit  his  own  auditors, 
at  his  own  expense,  to  audit  the  as- 
sociation books.  Provided  the  asso- 
ciation money  has  been  spent  as  au- 
thorized, says  Horwitz,  he  will  pay 
all  back  dues  and  assessments  with- 
out recourse  to  law. 

Horwitz  was  treasurer  of  the 
Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors 
Association  during  1938  and  1939. 


Tele  for  the  Kids 

NBC's  matinee  telecasts  hereafter  will 
start  an  hour  later,  W2XBS  going  on  the 
air  at  3:30  p.m.  Change,  according  to 
NBC,  is  to  accommodate  tele's  juvenile 
audience. 


DOMESTIC 

ASCAP:  Week  was  favorable  for 
Ascap,  U.  S.  District  Court  in  Ten- 
nessee ruling  that  state's  statute 
outlawing  Ascap  is  unconstitutional, 
while  U.  S.  Court  in  Montana  dis- 
regarded the  Montana  anti-Ascap 
law  in  overruling  17  motions  of  ra- 
dion  station  KFBB  in  Ascap's  suit 
to  collect  music  fees  and  in  refusing 
to  dismiss  suit. 

STORM:     Severe  snow  storm  hit 
■.  b.o.  biz  severely  in  Northeast  Area, 
with    New    England    worst    sufferer. 
;  There  many  theaters  closed,  film  de- 
livery service  was  tied  up  and  some 
patrons  snowbound  for  night  in  the- 
aters.   Attendance  being  off  from  50 
;  to  70  per  cent.     High  wind  later  in 
week    again    hurt    biz.      Bi*oadway 
houses  reported  attendance  off  up  to 
50  per  cent  in  some  theaters  during 

blizzard. 

*  *  * 

EQUITY  SUIT:  Four  majors— 
UA,  WB,  RKO  and  Columbia— re- 
vealed their  four-year  gross  biz  to 
;  the  D  of  J  in  answering  Gov't  in- 
terrogatories from  1  to  24.  Later 
Paramount,  M-G-M  and  20th-Fox 
served  interrogatories  replies  on  the 
Gov't.  Para,  and  M-G-M  requested 
their  replies  be  considered  confiden- 
tial until  March  1.  Cliff  Work,  "U" 
exec.,  revealed  in  his  examination 
that  company's  formula  for  talent 
swap  compensation. 

*  #         # 

PRODUCTION:  Hollywood  stu- 
dios sent  eight  pix  into  production 
.  .  .  John  Ford's  new  Argosy  Co.  set 
Eugene  O'Neill's  "Long  Voyage 
Home"  as  its  first  film  for  UA  re- 
lease .  .  .  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO 
prexy,  assigned  six  1940-41  pix  to 
Lee  Marcus,  and  announced  the  com- 
pany was  in  deals  for  stars  for  new- 
product  .  .  .  James  Roosevelt's  Globe 
announced  a  film  on  the  life  of  Hor- 
ace Mann,  educator,  and  closed  deal 
with  Fred  L.  Mills  of  Chicago  to  en- 
ter nickel-in-the-slot  field  with  three- 
minute  sound  pix  on  16  and  35  mm. 
film,  Mills-Globe  to  supply  three 
films  weekly  .  .  .  WB  considers  mak- 
ing two  pix  in  Nevada,  one  dealing 
with  Mark  Twain's  newspaper  "Ter- 
ritorial Enterprise"  .  .  .  M-G-M  set 
up  Death  Valley  location  camp  for 
"20-Mule  Team,"  starring  Wallace 
Beery  .  .  .  Para,  signed  Mark  Sand- 
rich  to  a  new  two-year  contract.  It 
bought  a  stage  play  by  C.  Coates 
Webster,  "The  Duchess  Rides  High," 
as  co-starring  vehicle  for  Fred  Mac- 
Murray  and  Betty  Field. 

*  *         * 

DISTRIBUTION:  20th-Fox  an- 
nounced 301  advance  showings  of 
"The  Grapes  of  Wrath"  .  .  .  GWTW 
total  gross  biz  approached  the  $9,- 
000,000  mark  with  forecast  of  $225,- 
000  "take"  in  Atlanta.  M-G-M 
readied  GWTW  prints  for  export  to 
Australia,  South  Africa  and  India  . . . 
Para,  listed  six  advance  test  engage- 
ments  for   "Dr.    Cyclops"    .    .    .   Six 


majcr  Broadway  houses  in  past  25 
weeks  showed  71  films  due  to  wave 
of  holdovers.  With  weekly  change 
the  consumption  would  have  totaled 
150.  Holdovers  in  many  cities  were 
reported  seriously  affecting  subse- 
,  quent  runs,  piling  up  releasing  com- 
plications. 

*  *  * 

VARIED  FRONTS:     20th  -  Fox 
stole  march  on  competitors  by   an- 
nouncing early  sales  meeting  in  Chi., 
starting  April  1,  with  many  pix  for 
new  season  already  set  .  .  .  George 
!  J.    Schaefer    appointed    J.    J.    Nolan 
i  RKO  vice-president  in  charge  of  stu- 
J  dios    .    .    .    IATSE    was    set    for    or- 
ganization drive  among  tele  techni- 
cians,  except   electricians    .    .   .    Chi- 
i  cago  ruled  taverns  must  have  licenses 
I  to    show    16mm.    pix    .    .    .    Industry 
j  mourned  death  of  Wilton  A.  Barrett, 
;  long    exec,    sec'y     of    the     National 


FOREIGN 

ENGLAND:  Great  Britain  an- 
nounced it  would  make  known  its 
quota  decision  within  two  weeks. 
That  country  also  ordered  "mobiliza- 
tion" of  British-owned  stocks  of  four 
American  amusement  companies  — 
Loew's,  Inc.,  Paramount,  RCA  and 
du  Pont  .  .  .  British  Wage  Act  re- 
ported raising  cost  of  film  delivery 
service  by  15  per  cent. 


HOLLINGSWORTH  TRUST 
SUIT  ASKS  $234,000 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

theaters  in  Beatrice,  filed  an  anti- 
trust action  Friday  in  Federal  Court 
here  to  recover  $234,300  triple  dam- 
ages. Attorneys  are  G.  F.  Nyve, 
former  Omaha  Film  Board  of  Trade 
barrister,  and  Paul  Good,  who  is  a 
veteran  of  two  other  anti-tiust  ac- 
tions   in    Nebraska. 

Hollingsworth  closed  his  New  Pix 
Thursday,  advertising  he  was  with- 
out sufficient  films  to  run  it,  and 
charged  in  the  suit  filed  that  Fox 
Midwest  has  monopolized  interstate 
trade  in  pictures,  making  it  impos- 
sible for   him  to  get  films. 

Hollingsworth  says  he  was  "trap- 
ped" in  a  scheme  whereby  the  New 
Pix,  formerly  a  Fox-Midwest  house, 
was  released  by  them,  whereupon  he 
was  told  by  film  companies  he'd  get 
enough  films  to  operate  it,  and  to 
enter  a  lease.  He  claims  he  signed 
a  lease  agreeing  to  pay  $18,000 
rental  for  five  years,  put  in  $16,000 
worth  of  equipment,  and  has  op- 
erated at  a  loss  of  about  $6,000  since 
October  when  he  opened.  Mean- 
time, Fox  Midwest,  his  complaint 
says,  has  contracted  for  two  and  a 
half  times  as  many  pictures  as  were 
ever  shown  at  the  theater  in  one 
year,  dropped  prices  30  per  cent  and 
are  apparently  in  league  with  dis- 
tributors to  force  him  out  of  busi- 
ness. 


Exclusive  Official  Motion  Pictures 

of  the 

International  Boxing  Contest 

for  the 

MIDDLEWEIGHT  CHAMPIONSHIP 
OF  THE  WORLD 

between 

HENRY  ARMSTRONG       CEFERINO  GARCIA 

Welterweight  Champion  Middleweight  Champion 

To  Be  Photographed  at  Ringside 

At  the  Gilmore  Stadium,  Hollywood,  Calil 

March  1, 1940 

Round  By  Round  Blow  By  Blow 

with  Sound  and  Slow  Motion 

SEE  HENRY  ARMSTRONG  ATTEMPT  TO  WREST  A  FOURTH  TITLE 

WRITE  OR  WIRE:  JIMMY  O'CONNELL. 

1576  W.  Washington  Blvd. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Phone,  Parkway  2577 

FOREIGN  RIGHTS  AVAILABLE 
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nee  the  drum-roll  was  the  sig- 
nal that  something  BIG  was 
going  on.... 

Advertising  is  the  drum-roll  of 
TODAY! 

Something  big  IS  going  on... 
and  the  Prize  Baby  is  Jbe- 
hind  it! 

Some  of  the  finest  advertis- 
ing and  exploitation  brains 
in  this  business  are  now  listed 
under   one  banner . . . the 
NATIONAL  SCREEN  banner. 

They  work  in  co-operation  with 
the  producers  of  your  pictures 
to  give  you  Lobby  Displays . . . 
Accessories... Trailers  which 
cram  every  last  ounce  of  selling 
power  into  those  products  . . . 
made  available  to  you  through 
one  great  distribution  system . . . 
NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE 
...Best  Ticket  Seller  in  the 
Business! 


nnTioneLi?(5T^*  service  | 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Italy  Considers  U.  S.  Distributors'  Termsjor  Return 

STRIKE  LOCAL  CHARGES  FROM  CRESCENT  COMPLAINT 

Broadway  Lacking  in  Suitable  Film  Material-- Wallis 


Warners    to    Have    Eight  for 

1940-41  Ready  Before 

Season  Opens 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  suitable  pic- 
ture material  on  Broadway  this  sea- 
son, according  to  Hal  Wallis,  War- 
ner production  exec,  who  left  last 
night  for  the  Burbank  plant  after  a 
look-see  at  plays,  home  office  con- 
fabs, and  attendance  at  the  New 
York  premiere  of  "The  Story  of  Dr. 
Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet." 

Wallis  while  here  conferred  with 
Elliott  Nugent,  with  the  result  that 
Nugent  may  be  signed  by  Warners 
to  direct  "The  Male  Animal"  which 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

ohio  itotodTscuss 
overhauling  admish 


Columbus,  0. — Ten  topics  for  dis- 
cussion, two  of  which  involve  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  will  be  placed  be- 
fore the  ITO  of  Ohio  membership 
tomorrow  and  Thursday  when  the 
Allied  unit  holds  its  seventh  annual 
convention.  Speakers  include  Abram 
F.    Myers,    general    counsel    of    na- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

"Chips"  Takes  Further 

Honors  in  NFCA's  Poll 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Announced  virtually 
on  the  eve  of  the  Academy  awards, 
the  results  of  the  first  annual  poll 
conducted  by  the  Newspaper  Film 
Critics  of  America  were  announced 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

I  Coast  Production  Slumps; 
Only  Four  Films  Starting 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — Four  new  pictures  go 
into  work  this  week: 

At  Paramount:  "The  Aldrich  Fam- 
ily" with  Jackie  Cooper   Leila  Ernst 
and  Eddie  Bracken. 
At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Cisco  Kid 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Detroit  Ordinance  Would  Make  Parking 

Space  for  Neiv  Pix  Houses  Compulsory 

Detroit — Detroit  theaters  will  be  required  to  provide  150  square  feet  of  parking 
space  for  each  eight  seats  within  500  feet  of  the  theater,  under  a  new  zoning  ordinance 
now  before  the  Council.  The  ordinance  will  apply  to  all  future  construction,  but 
does  not  affect  existing  theaters.  It  is  assumed,  however,  that  it  would  put  an 
effective   stop   to   the   present   theater   building   boom    in   this   community. 


ROOSEVELT'S  "GOLD" 
MAY  BE  SOLD  SINGLY 


Philadelphia — If  exhibitors  object 
to  "A  Pot  o'  Gold,"  based  on  the 
Horace  Heidt  radio  giveaway  pro- 
gram which  has  been  the  target  for 
theater  operators'  attacks,  Globe 
Productions  may  sell  it  singly,  it 
was  said  here  by  James  Roosevelt, 
Globe's  prexy. 

Roosevelt  indicated  he  would  not 
be  surprised  if  the  picture,  which  he 
will  send  before  the  cameras  in  early 
summer  with  Heidt  and  his  band  ap- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


UA  Will  Request  Goldwyn 
File  Amended  Complaint 

United  Artists  yesterday  filed  no- 
tice that  it  would  apply  to  the  Fed- 
eral Court  on  March  15  for  an  al- 
ternative order  requiring  Samuel 
Goldwyn  and  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc., 
to  serve  an  amended  complaint,  or 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


DEMAND  PAY  INCREASE 
FOR  OVER-SCALE  MEN 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Los  Angeles — That  union  members 
getting  over  the   scale  be  paid  the 

10  per  cent  raise  given  the  IATSE 
and  other  unions  several  weeks  ago 
will  be  insisted  upon  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Conference  of  Studio 
Unions  in  the  current  negotiations 
with  producers  who  are  seeking  ter- 
mination of  the  pay  increase. 

Unionists    declare    the    producers 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Vaude  Back  at  Philly's 

Carman  as  Dispute  Ends 

Philadelphia — Vaudeville  will  re- 
turn to  the  Carman  theater  March 
1  as  a  result  of  the  settlement  of  the 

11  weeks'  musicians  dispute  which 
had  caused  the  termination  of  a 
"flesh"  policy. 

The  new  deal  calls  for  a  40  weeks' 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Allport  of  MPPDA  to  Return  to  Italy 
Shortly  on  U.  S.  Distributors*  Mission 


Organizing  Lab.  Workers 
in  Handy,  Wilding  Plants 

Detroit  —  Laboratory  workers  in 
Jam  Handy  and  Wilding  Studios,  two 
of  the  largest  producers  of  commer- 
cial films,  are  to  be  organized  by  the 
IATSE,  it  has  been  learned  here. 
The  men  number  about  sixty,  and 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


London  (By  Cable) — If  current  ne- 
gotiations between  U.  S.  film  com- 
panies and  representatives  of  Italy's 
Government  proceed  satisfactorily, 
American  films  will  re-enter  that 
market  shortly,  it  is  learned  through 
authoritative  channels  here. 

Contact  was  recently  established 
between  the  respective  negotiators, 
and  strong  credence  is  placed  in  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Not    Regarded    as    Creating 
Direct  Burden  on  Inter- 
state Commerce 

By  P.  R.  RUSSELL 

Film  Daily  Staff  Correspondent 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  Federal  Judge 
Elmer  Davies  has  granted  a  motion 
to  strike  from  the  Government's 
bill  of  complaint  against  the  Cres- 
cent Amusement  Co.,  affiliates,  and 
majors,  charging  violation  of  the 
Sherman  Act,  a  section  referring  to 
local  activities,  and  also  granted  "in 
part"  the  defendants'  motion  asking 
for  a  more  definite  statement  and  a 
bill  of  particulars. 

In  his  opinion  on  the  motions  filed 
by  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  and 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

UA  1940-41PROGRAM 
WILL  HAVE  28  TO  30 


Despite  the  war  abroad  and  di- 
minishing foreign  grosses,  United 
Artists'  producers  are  not  cutting 
their  budgets  nor  reducing  the  qual- 
ity of  product  and  next  season's 
program  will  embrace  28  to  30  pic- 
tures, according  to  Lynn  Farnol,  di- 
rector of  publicity  and  advertising. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

"U"  Stockholders'  Meeting 
in  Wilmington  March  15 

Annual  meeting  of  Universal's 
stockholders  has  been  called  for 
March  15  in  Wilmington,  Del. 
Among  the  issues  on  the  agenda  will 
be  the  election  of  directors  and  a  re- 
port on  the  year's  activities. 

Holders  of  the  first  preferred  stock 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Harlan  Thompson  Sees  Less 
"B"  Production  in  1940-41 


Harlan  Thompson,  Paramount  pro- 
ducer, yesterday  confirmed  reports 
that  there  was  a  definite  tendency 
among  all  studios  to  reduce  the  num- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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Av.  Coyoacan  No.  100B,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz,  Heraldo  Del 
Cinematografista,    Corrientes    1309. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 

Col.  Piers,  vtc.  (2l/2%) 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.  Fm.  Ind.  pfd....     8%       8?/8       8%     

East.  Kodak   148       145%  147      —     i/2 

do    pfd 

Cen.  Th.   Eq 12'/2     12%     12l/4  —  1 

Loew's,     Inc 35V4     35'/4     35%  —     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7Vi       7'/2       IVi     

Paramount    1st    pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd 

Pathe    Film    10%     10%     10%—     % 

RKO  13/s       1%       1%     

20th  Century-Fox 1 1  %     1 1  %     1 1  %  —     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 89        88y2     89         

Warner    Bros 3%       3%       3%     

do    pfd 


NEW  YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3  i/2s46 . 1 03  %  103       103%  +     % 

Para.   B'way  3s55 50        50        50         

Para.  Picts.  6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47    85>/2     85%     85%     

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  87%     87%     87%  —     % 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1  %       1  %       1  %     

Technicolor 15         15         15         

Trans-Lux  1%       1%       1%—     % 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal  Picts 


N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45   .  .   72%     73% 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 66%     68% 


SAFETY  1  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Avi. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Clint  Weyer  Affiliates 

with  Horlacher  as  Exec. 


Philadelphia  —  James  P.  Clark, 
president  of  Horlacher  Delivery  Ser- 
vice, Inc.,  yesterday  announced  Clint 
Weyer  has  become  associated  with 
the  Horlacher  company  in  an  ex- 
executive  capacity. 

Weyer,  secretary  of  National  Film 
Carriers,  Inc.,  with  offices  at  110 
William  St.,  New  York  Citl,  will 
divide  his  time  between  Philadelphia 
and  New  York. 

The  insurance  department  and 
New  York  office  of  National  Film 
Carriers,  Inc.  will  be  maintained  at 
110  William  St.,  as  in  the  past. 


Ross  Managers  Meeting 

Opens  at  Miami  Beach 

Miami  Beach — H.  A.  Ross,  head  of 
Ross  Federal  Research  Corp.,  pre- 
sided yesterday  at  the  opening  of  a 
series  of  conferences  at  which  or- 
ganization's district  managers  are 
discussing  plans  and  policies. 

Attending  are  D.  A.  Ross,  C.  B. 
Ross,  W.  S.  Shine,  F.  X.  Miske;  Wal- 
ter I  Brown,  Midwest  division  man- 
ager; J.  A.  Kraker,  Middle  Atlantic 
division  manager;  Ruel  Williams, 
Western  division  manager;  Harold 
Lund,  Eastern  division  manager; 
Walter  Anderson,  Southern  division 
manager;  and  B.  E.  Jolley. 


Hamilburg  Agency  to  Make 
Film  Deals  for  Fox  Strips 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  Mitchell  J.  Ham- 
ilburg Agency  has  been  granted  ex- 
clusive rights  to  make  all  film  and 
radio  deals,  and  merchandising  tie- 
ups,  for  the  series  of  comic  strip 
cartoons  created  and  distributed  by 
the  Fox  Feature  Syndicate  of  New 
York.  Strips  include:  The  Blue 
Beetle;  Rex  Dexter  of  Mars;  Yarko 
the  Great;  Electro;  The  Flame,  and 
Samson. 


Fifth  Ave.  Playhouse 

in  Cue  Magazine  Tieup 

In  co-operation  with  Cue  Magaz- 
ine, present  management  of  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Playhouse  will  oper- 
ate the  theater  under  the  name  of 
the  Cue  Theater  and  will  present  old 
films  selected  by  readers  of  Cue  in 
a  poll  the  magazine  will  conduct.  An 
unnamed  charity  will  receive  25  per 
cent  of  the  profits  from  the  venture, 
which  is  scheduled  to  start  around 
March  15  and  continue  for  two  to 
three  months. 


Equity  Council  Hears 

Joint  Committee  Report 

Special  meeting  of  the  Eauity 
Council  was  held  yesterday  to  hear 
the  report  of  the  meeting  between 
a  joint  committee  of  AAAA  unions 
and  representatives  of  the  SAG  re- 
cently on  the  Coast.  The  Council 
acted  on  the  report,  but  no  disclos- 
ure was  made  of  its  contents. 


Swope  Favors  Daylight 

Limit  for  Horse  Racing 

Albany — Retention  of  present  re- 
strictions on  horse  racing  to  hours 
between  sunrise  and  sunset  was  fav- 
ored yesterday  by  Herbert  Bayard 
Swope,  chairman,  of  the  state  rac- 
ing commission,  in  his  talk  before  the 
Assembly  Ways  and  Means  and  the 
Senate  Finance  Committee's  public 
hearing  on  pari-mutuel  legislation. 
Pending  bills  contain  such  limita- 
tions but  Swope  said  if  harness  rac- 
ing tracks  were  not  similarly  limited 
to  day  racing,  applications  would 
undoubtedly  be  forthcoming  later 
from  dog  racing  people  for  permis- 
sion to  operate. 

Swope  expressed  himself  as  per- 
sonally favoring  a  $2  minimum  ad- 
mission to  tracks  and  virtual  aboli- 
tion of  passes.  The  Dunnigan-Penny 
and  Condon  bills  call  for  $1.50  min- 
imum. William  Carr,  representing 
the  Jockey  Club,  agreed  with  Swope 
on  the  admissions. 


Deadline  for  Filing  RKO 
Allowances  Now  Mar.  15 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy 
yesterday  signed  an  order  which  ex- 
tended the  time  for  filing  of  appli- 
cations for  final  allowances  in  RKO 
reorganization  proceedings  until 
March  15.  The  order  was  granted 
on  application  of  the  Irving  Trust 
Co.,  trustee  of  RKO,  which  stated 
that  the  company  had  been  unable 
to  prepare  its  petition  for  allow- 
ances because  of  extensive  work 
in  cleaning  up  the  RKO  proceedings. 


Government  Defers  Hearing 
on  Columbia's  Application 

Columbia's  application  to  be  ex- 
cused from  answering  Government 
interrogatories  which  was  scheduled 
to  be  heard  today  was  postponed 
until  March  8,  it  was  learned  last 
night.  Adjournment  was  made  to 
afford  Columbia  an  opportunity  to 
examine  Government  answers  to  the 
majors  interrogatories  which  will 
be  filed  March  1  before  proceeding 
with  the  motion. 


Single  Feature  Experiment 
in  Chi.  Draws  Good  "Take" 

Chicago— Eleven  Allied  affiliated 
theaters  which  experimented  with 
single  features  over  the  week-end 
reported  business  as  "good"  yester- 
day. It  was  said  that  the  experi- 
ment will  be  continued  if  circuit  the- 
aters follow  suit. 


Will  Hays'  Annual  Report 
Goes  to  MPPDA  on  Mar.  25 

Annual  meeting  of  the  MPPDA 
board  of  directors  has  been  set  for 
March  25.  at  which  time  President 
Will  H.  Hays  will  deliver  his  report. 

Gilliam  Bests  Flu 

Chicago — Tom  Gilliam,  Warner  Ex- 
change manager  is  back  on  the  job, 
after  a  siege  with  the  flu. 


cominG  AM  Goinc 


HAL  B.  WALLIS,  Warner's  associate  executive 
in  charge  of  production,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  the  former  Louise  Fazenda,  left  New  York 
last  night  for  Burbank  on  the  20th  Century 
Limited. 

JOSEPH   M.   SCHENCK,  20th-Fox  boards  V 


afteifc. 


ef, 


the 


man,    has    returned    to    New    York 
days   in    Florida,    and   expects    to    return 
Coast  this  week. 

WALTER  J.  HUTCHINSON,  20th-Fox  director 
of  foreign  distribution,  and  BEN  MICGINS,  con- 
tinental European  director  for  the  company,  are 
expected  to  return  to  the  home  office  next 
week  from  Florida  where  they  have  been  vaca- 
tioning. 

TRUMAN  TALLEY,  Movietone  News  chieftain, 
and  MADELEINE  CARROLL,  arrive  here  this 
week  from   Italy  on  the   Conte  di  Savoia. 

J.  J.  SHUBERT  has  left  New  York  for  a  month's 
cruise    in    Southern   waters. 

DALTON  TRUMBO  and  his  wife  have  left  for 
the  Coast  after  a  vacation  here. 

BARRET  C.  KIESLING  is  at  the  Sherry  Nether- 
land. 

GEORGE  STEVENS,  RKO  director,  is  stopping 
at  the   Waldorf. 

W.  J.  BRETHERTON,  an  officer  of  the  Na- 
tional City  Bank,  Times  Square  Branch,  has 
returned  to  New  York  following  a  month's  busi- 
ness stay  in  Hollywood. 

VICTOR  MOORE  left  for  Florida  yesterday 
for  a  short  vacation. 

JIMMY  VAN  HEUSEN  returns  from  Cuba 
next  week. 

WALTER  HAMPDEN  flew  to  the  Coast  over 
the  week-end. 

TERRY  KILBURN  closes  his  p.a.  tour  tomorrow 
in   Dallas  and  returns  to  Hollywood. 

JOE   MOSKOWITZ   returns   to   the   Coast   this 

week. 


Alliance's  Bank  Night 

Statute   Repeal  Sought 

Alliance,  O.— "Bank  Night"  con- 
ducted weekly  in  four  Alliance  mo- 
vie houses,  hangs  in  the  balance, 
with  the  final  decision  now  resting 
in  the  hands  of  city  council.  An 
ordinance  repealing  a  municipal  or- 
dinance licensing  the  drawings  and 
giving  the  city  a  split  of  the  win- 
nings,  is   pending  before   council. 


'Mr.  Smith"  Three-Day 

In  Three  B-K  Theaters 


Chicago — The  Central  Park,  Ber- 
wyn  and  LaGrange  theaters  of  the 
B  &  K  circuit  are  playing  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington"  on  a 
three-day,  single  feature  program. 

Ampa  Bids  N.  Y.  Critics 

Members  of  the  New  York  Film 
Critics  have  been  invited  to  Ampa 
to  attend  its  farewell  luncheon  for 
Frank  S.  Nugent,  Times  critic  who 
turns  20th-Fox  writer,  at  Dempsey's 
Restaurant  Thursday  noon. 
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ATTRACTIVE   OFFICES 

With   Projection   Room   and   Film  Vaults 

Available  at  Reasonable  Rental 

723    SEVENTH    AVENUE 

Inquire    Superintendent 


9 


U 


THE  STORY  OF 

DR.EHRLICHS 

MAGIC  BULLET 


ft 


'If  there  is  anything  more  breath- 
takingly  exciting  and  thrilling  I 
should  like  to  see  it.  Robinson's 

best!"  —World  Telegram 

"We  are  dancing  in  the  streets 
again!  A  perfect  job!  We're  comb- 
ing out  new  synonyms  for  'great'! 

■—■Times 

''You  will  have  to  see  it!  Extraor- 
dinarily exciting  and  stirring!" 

—Herald-Tribune 

HIGHEST  RATING!  "Well  worth 
anybody's  time  and  price  of  ad- 
mission!" -Daily  News 

"Great  enough  to  stand  with 
'Pasteur'  and  'Zola'!"  -Post 
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EDWARD  G. 

ROBINSON 

JHE  STORY  OF 

DR.  EHRLICH'S 

MAGIC  BULLET 

RUTH  GORDON* OTTO  KRUGER 
DONALD  CRISP 

Directed  by  WILLIAM  DIETERLE 

Original  Screen  Play  by  John  Huston,  Heinz 

Herald  and  Norman  Burntide  •  From  an  Idea 

by  Norman  Burnside  •  Musk  by  Max  Steiner 

A  Warner  Bros. -First  National  Picture 
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WARNERS,  the  Showmen! 

Here's  a  sample  of  the  New  York  raves.  Use  them  as  the  curtain- 
-raiser for  your  own  engagement,  in  the  advance  ads  and  lobby. 
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ROOSEVELT'S  "GOLD" 
MAY  BE  SOLD  SINGLY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
pearing,   drew   exhibitor  fire.      The 
feature  will  be  released  in  Novem- 
ber. 

Script  of  "The  Bat,"  Globe's  first 
production,  will  be  completed  by 
April  1,  Roosevelt  disclosed;  pix  will 
have  a  cast  of  eight,  including 
Claude  Rains,  Rochester,  Edna  May 
Oliver  and  Robert  Morley. 

For  "The  Life  of  Horace  Mann," 
his  second  film,  Roosevelt  will  have 
the  services  of  Sam  Wood  to  direct, 
and  he  is  negotiating  for  Spencer 
Tracy  for  the  lead. 

Fourth  pix,  as  yet  untitled,  will 
be  directed  by  John  Stahl,  Roose- 
velt revealed. 

Globe  will  not  produce  in  New 
York,  its  prexy  stated. 


Irving  Named  AGVA  Prexy; 
Harlem  House  Signs  Pact 

Election  of  officers  was  held  Sun- 
day by  the  American  Guild  of  Var- 
iety Artists,  with  slate  headed  by 
Phil  Irving  being  named  without 
opposition. 

Union  called  its  first  strike  in  the 
Metropolitan  area  Saturday  night, 
with  majority  of  the  negro  perform 
ers  in  the  Apollo  Theater,  Harlem, 
walking  out.  Negotiations  for  a 
contract  were  concluded  Sunday  with 
the  theater's  management,  the  per- 
formers receiving  salary  increases. 

Plans  for  a  general  meeting  with 
representatives  of  Broadway  presen- 
tation houses  to  discuss  contracts 
are  being  worked  on,  but  Hoyt  Had- 
dock, executive  secretary,  stated  yes- 
terday that  unless  the  general  meet- 
ing was  held  this  week  the  union 
would  negotiate  with  the  Roxy  sep- 
arately next  week. 


Hamilton,  Board  Sec'y 

National  Board  of  Review  has  ap- 
pointed James  Shelley  Hamilton  to 
serve  as  executive  secretary,  as  suc- 
cessor to  the  late  Wilton  A.  Bar- 
rett. Hamilton  has  served  with  the 
organization  for  several  years. 
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Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  27 

Joan  Bennett 
Franchot  Tona 
David   Sarnoff 

Ian    Keith 
Albert   Deane 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


T  T  T 

"Well,  What  D'ya  Know  . . . ." 

(Answers  to  this  latest  screen  game  '11  be  found  down  in  the  cellar 
of  this  colyum) 

•  •  •  WHAT  New  York  department  store  is  showing  gratis  ole 
time  movies  twice  each  afternoon with  admish  of  30  cents  includ- 
ing toasted  English  muffins  with  orange  marmalade  or  toasted  Scotch 

scones  with   strawberry  preserve pastry   or  butter  cookies   or  ice 

cream and  tea  or  coffee and  you  get  "seconds"  if  you  want 

'em?.  .  .  •  What  city's  merchants  declare  that  a  certain  current  film 
has  boosted  their  biz  very  considerably  by  drawing  thousands  of  people 
to  the  downtown  area?.  .  .  •  What  dean  of  majors'  branch  managers 
in  Cuba  was  recently  tendered  a  gala  supper,  just  on  general  principles, 
at  the  Miami  Restaurant  in  Havana? 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     WHAT  he-man  pix  star  has  just  had  a  week  named  in 

his  honor  by  the  Palms-State  Theater,  Detroit and  for  whom 

the  Auto  City  fans  will  sign  their  autographs  to  present  to  him 

'cause  he  lacks  "glamor-boy"  characteristics?.  .  .     •  What 

exploiteer  in  the  Pensy  territory  is  scheduled  to  lecture  at  the 
U  of  P  for  the  second  time  within  two  months  on  the  subject  of 
filums?.  .  .  •  What  "short"  short  subject  has  just  established  a 
claim  to  an  all-time  high  in  Speedy  distribution  and  national  the- 
ater coverage having  in  10  days  played  to  an  audience  of 

over  10,000,000  people ? 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     WHAT  Texas  theater's  official allegedly  upon  reading 

that  a  San  Antonio  colyumist  described  the  house  as  one  of  the  few 

Trans-Lux  theaters  in  the  State "advised"  the  colyumist  that  his  town 

was  proud  of  its  theater and  that  it  should  not  be  talked  of  in  such 

a  manner?.  .  .  •  What  prominent  indie  company's  prexy  released  a 
story  a  week  ago  that  his  organization's  eight  week  advance  playdate 
totals  had  established  a  new  high  for  the  company,  topping  a  record  set 

last  May and  who,  when  he  discovered  this  past  week-end  that 

playdate  figures  even  exceeded  the  former  week,  refused  to  send  out  a 

general  news  release because  such  optimistic  statistics  might  seem 

phoney? 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     WHAT   local   Film  Row   gal   has    been   teachin'   the 

Mayers  (Hugo  and  Mab)  the  rhumba  down  Havana  way and 

of  whom  Charley  B.  Garrett  wrote  from  that  glamorous  city:  "You 
can  take  it  from  me,  this  gal — can  rhumba  better  than  a  lot  of  the 
Cuban  shakers"?.  .  .  •  What  former  N.  Y.  pix  editor-critic  is  cur- 
rently in  the  publicity  game  hammer  and  tong with  her  Ser- 
vice for  the  Stars and  is  turning  in  a  slick  brace  of  campaigns 

for  current  cinema  attractions  nationally?.  .  .  0  What  footlight 
and  screen  "lovely"  (who  changed  her  name  befo'  going  shadow- 
drama)  originally  rocketed  to  fame  via  a  progressive  paucity 

of  clothes  onstage and  is  now  paradoxically  the  chairman  of 

the  Clothing  Campaign  for  Spanish  Refugees? 

▼  ▼  ▼      . 

•  •      •     ANSWERS: Bloomingdale's Los    Angeles,    where 

GWTW  is  at  the  UA  Theater Henry  Weiner  of  UA 

Wallace    Beery Columbia's    Ed   Rosenbaum "Finland    Fights" 

Palace   Theater.  Seguin.  Tex W.   Ray   Johnston Phone 

Charley  Garrett  (Havana  A-9079) Regina  Crewe Gypsy  Rose 

Lee 


«      «       « 
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UA  1940-41  PROGRAM 
WILL  HAVE  28  TO  30 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Farnol  returned  to  his  desk  yester- 
day after  several  weeks  at  the  stu- 
dios where  he  previewed  con^an^d 
and  partially  completed  pVte^ct 
from  the  various  producers. 

Murray  Silverstone,  UA  top  ex- 
ecutive, is  still  in  Hollywood.  Far- 
nol said  Silverstone  had  been  suc- 
cessful in  negotiating  with  one  or 
two  new  producers,  whose  names 
will  be   announced  shortly. 

Farnol  registered  enthusiasm  over 
the  pictures  he  saw,  declaring  they 
were  among  the  best  to  be  delivered 
to  UA  for  distribution,  mentioning 
specifically  "Rebecca,"  "The  West- 
erner," "My  Son,  My  Son,"  "House 
Across  the  Bay"  and  "1,000,000 
B.C."  He  also  saw  about  45  minutes 
of  "Our  Town,"  which  he  said  was 
among  the  top  pictures.  The  Chap- 
lin picture,  "The  Dictators,"  has 
been  completed,  except  for  a  few 
location  shots. 


Springfield  M.  P.  Council 
To  Vote  on  Neely  Bill 

Springfield,  Mass. — Although  defi- 
nite action  on  the  Neely  bill  has  been 
deferred  by  the  Springfield  Motion 
Picture  Council  until  the  March 
meeting  so  that  all  the  100  organi- 
zations represented  in  the  council 
may  vote  on  the  matter,  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  member  organiza- 
tions which  have  voted  on  the  bill 
to  date  have  been  recorded  in  oppo- 
sition. 


Billboards  on  State  Land 

Banned  In  Pennsylvania 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  All  billboards 
are  to  be  banned  on  state  land  un- 
der the  State  Water  Power  Resources 
Board,  it  has  been  announced  by  G. 
Albert  Stewart,  chairman  of  the 
Board.  Leases  and  agreements  now 
in  effect  will  not  be  renewed. 


RKO  Closes  Circuit  Deals 

The  Associated  Circuit  of  32  the- 
aters and  the  Lefkowich-Greenberg- 
er  Circuit  of  16  houses,  both  in  the 
Cleveland  territory,  have  closed  prod- 
uct deals  with  RKO,  Ned  Depinet  an- 
nounced yesterday. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Cincinnati  —  Warner's  Constance 
Jamison  was  married  to  William 
Owens.  The  Warner  Club  presented 
the  pair  with  a  beautiful  chair. 


Appleton,  Wis. — Mary  Ellen  Mc- 
Kenny,  cashier  at  the  Rio  theater, 
has  been  married  to  Charles  H. 
Hueseman,  Jr.    , 

Cincinnati — H.  K.  McGowan,  Cin- 
cinnati agent  for  The  Berlo  Vending 
Co.,    married   Evelyn    Cartwrit. 
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FOR  SUCH  BRILLIANT 


COMEDIES  AS 


It  Happened  One  Night" . 


Mr.  Deeds  Gees  Te  Town". . . 


■       ■ 


■       1 


"The  Awful  Truth" 


You  Can't  Take  It  With  You 


ft 


Mr.  Smith  Goes  To  Washington 


rt 


. . .  proudly  presents  one  to  rank  with  its  distinguished  predecessors ! 
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starring 


JEAN  ARTHUR 
FRED  MuMURRAY  *  MELVYN  DOUGLAS 

Directed  by  WESLEY  RUGGLES  •  Screen  play  by  CLAUDE  BINYON 

Based  on  the  play  by  W.  Somerset  Maugham 
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"Charlie  Chan  in 
Panama" 

with  Sidney  Toler,  Jean  Rogers, 
/QL  Lionel  Atwill 

2t  [    /ox  67  Mins. 

FIRST  RATE  MYSTERY  MELLER  HAS 
ACTION  AND  SUSPENSE  FROM  START  TO 
FINISH. 

Ranking  with  the  best  in  the  Chan  series 
to  date,  "Charlie  Chan  in  Panama"  is  first 
rate  entertainment  for  audiences  generally. 
The  wily  oriental  sleuth  is  ably  and  effi- 
ciently portrayed  by  Sidney  Toler.  Jean 
Rogers  adds  an  attractive  touch  to  the  pic- 
ture. Lionel  Atwill,  Jack  La  Rue  and  Lionel 
Royce  add  the  menace,  and  Mary  Nash  gives 
a  good  characterization.  Cast  is  more  than 
adequate  throughout.  Norman  Foster  has 
given  the  picture  a  snappy  directorial  pace 
and  keeps  the  action  and  suspense  lively  at 
all  times.  Story  deals  with  an  attempt  to 
sabotage  a  set  of  locks  in  the  canal  as  the 
fleet  moves  through.  Toler,  living  in  Panama 
City  disguised  as  a  hat  vendor,  gets  the  first 
inkling  of  impending  destruction  when  an- 
other government  agent  dies  suddenly  in  his 
shop.  The  man  has  been  murdered,  and 
Atwill  is  murdered  shortly  after  that.  Again 
the  secret  agent  strikes  and  La  Rue  is  mur- 
dered even  though  it  is  proven  he  had  com- 
mitted the  first  two  murders.  From  there 
to  a  suspenseful  climax  audiences  will  sit 
on  the  edge  of  their  seats  as  Toler  cleverly 
unmasks  the  secret  agent  responsible  for  the 
attempted  sabotage  plot.  With  war  talk  in 
every  paper,  exhibs.  have  plenty  of  exploita- 
tion possibilities  with  this  picture  as  it  deals 
with  spies,  sabotage  and  the  U.  S.  fleet. 

CAST:  Sidney  Toler,  Jean  Rogers,  Kane 
Richmond,  Lionel  Atwill,  Mary  Nash,  Sen 
Yung,  Chris-Pin  Martin,  Lionel  Royce,  Jack 
La  Rue,  Helen  Ericson,  Edwin  Stanley,  Don 
Douglas,  Frank  Puglia,  Addison  Richards, 
Edward  Keane. 

CREDITS:  Executive  Producer,  Sol  M. 
Wurtzel;  Director,  Norman  Foster;  Screen- 
play, John  Larkin  and  Lester  Ziffren;  Based 
on  a  character  created  by  Earl  Derr  Biggers; 
Cameraman,  Virgil  Miller;  Editor,  Fred 
Allen. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


SLRC  Probing  Discharge 

of  13  Riff  kin  Employes 

Springfield,  Mass.— Daniel  T.  Col- 
lins, examiner  for  the  State  Labor 
Relations  Commission,  heard  argu- 
ments for  two  hours  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  Liberty  Theater  Co., 
headed  by  Julius  F.  Riffkin,  dis- 
charged 13  employes  of  the  Strand, 
Liberty,  Jefferson,  Garden  and  Phil- 
lips Theaters  because  they  were 
members  of  a  labor  union,  and  he 
will  continue  his  investigation  be- 
fore laying  the  facts  before  the 
commission  which  will  decide 
whether  a  complaint  should  be  issued 
against  the  theater  chain.  A  de- 
cision should  be  reached  within  two 
weeks. 


"Westbound  Stage" 

with  Tex  Ritter,  Nelson  McDowell, 

Muriel  Evans 

Monogram  57  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

EXCITING  OUTDOOR  OFFERING  MAKES 
SPLENDID  RITTER  VEHICLE  AND  SHOULD 
CLICK. 

Here  is  an  exciting  outdoor  offering  that 
should  please  action  fans.  It  is  a  splendid 
vehicle  for  Tex  Ritter  and  has  been  ably 
directed  by  Spencer  Bennett.  To  Edward 
Finney  goes  much  credit  as  the  producer. 
Tex  sings  "It's  All  Over  Now"  by  Johnny 
Lange  and  Lew  Porter,  and  "Trail  to  Mex- 
ico." Robert  Emmett  wrote  a  stirring  origi- 
nal screenplay.  When  Reed  Howes  and  his 
gang  of  highwaymen  loot  an  army  outfit 
and  leave  three  wagon  trains  in  ruins,  five 
soldiers,  headed  by  Nolan  Willis,  sneak  out 
of  the  camp  and  look  for  Howes.  Howes 
attacks  the  camp  and  among  those  slain  is 
Kenneth  Duncan,  Tex's  brother.  The  sol- 
diers, who  conducted  an  unauthorized  search 
for  Howes  are  court  martialed  and  im- 
prisoned. However,  Willis  escapes  and 
swears  revenge  on  Howes.  Tex  escorts  a 
stagecoach  carrying  a  large  sum  of  money 
and  it  is  stopped  and  encircled  by  Howes 
and  his  men.  Willis  tries  to  get  through 
to  the  army  post,  but  is  wounded.  However, 
Tex  gets  through,  and  gains  permission  for 
the  deserters  to  join  him  in  fighting  Howes 
and  his  bandits.  Tex's  men  get  Howes  and 
the  deserters  are  reinstated  for  their  hero- 
ism. 

CAST:  Tex  Ritter,  Nelson  McDowell, 
Muriel  Evans,  Nolan  Willis,  Steve  Clark, 
Tom  London,  Reed  Howes,  Frank  Ellis, 
Chick  Hannan,  Kenneth  Duncan,  Frank  La 
Rue. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Edward  Finney;  Di- 
rector, Spencer  Bennett;  Author,  Robert 
Emmett;  Screenplay,  same;  Cameraman, 
Marcel  A.  LePicard;  Editor,  Fred  Bain;  Mu- 
sical score  and  direction,  Frank  Sanucci; 
Song,  Johnny  Lange  and  Lew  Porter. 

DIRECTION,  Lively.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


Sliney  Funeral  Services 

In  Cleveland  Tomorrow 

Cleveland — John  E.  Sliney,  64, 
manager  of  local  motion  picture  the- 
aters here  for  25  years  before  his 
retirement  two  years  ago,  died  Sat- 
urday at  Polyclinic  Hospital  where 
he  was  taken  following  a  stroke. 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  tomor- 
row at  St.  Benedict's  Catholic 
Church.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  Florence  Smith 
and  Miss  Lillian  Sliney  and  three 
sons,  Melvin,  Harold  and  Raymond. 

Kirkland  Told  to  Deliver 
'Tobacco  Road"  Film  Rights 

Notice  has  been  served  upon  Jack 
Kirkland  and  the  producers  of  "To- 
bacco Road"  by  20th-Fox  that  they 
must  live  up  to  agreement  between 
the  film  company  and  themselves  to 
deliver  the  film  rights  to  the  play,  it 
was  reported  yesterday. 


"Millionaire  Playboy" 

with  Joe  Penner,  Linda  Hayes,  Russ  Brown 

RKO  Radio  64  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

SUCCESSION  OF  SLAPSTICK  GAG  ROU- 
TINES ASSURES  A  LOAD  OF   HILARITY. 

Those  who  like  Joe  Penner's  brand  of 
comedy  should  enjoy  this  number.  It  is  a 
succession  of  slapstick  gag  routines  which 
make  up  a  load  of  hilarity.  The  best  is 
the  one  in  which  Penner  gets  attached  to 
an  outboard  motor  to  go  zooming  through 
the  water  as  would  a  boat.  Penner  is  the 
whole  show  providing  plenty  of  laughter, 
and  a  bevy  of  beauties  contribute  to  the 
attraction.  Things  move  at  a  fast  pace  with 
each  routine  being  worked  out  fully  and 
completely,  and  they  never  convey  the  feel- 
ing of  being  milked.  The  material  may  be 
nonsensical  but  it's  a  lot  of  fun  and  a  lot 
of  laughs.  Leslie  Goodwins  handled  the 
direction,  Bert  Granet  and  Charles  E.  Rob- 
erts provided  the  screenplay  from  Granet's 
story.  Robert  Sisk  is  the  producer  with  Lee 
Marcus  as  executive  producer.  The  story 
isn't  so  important  except  for  its  purpose 
as  the  layout  on  which  to  work  out  the  gags. 
Penner  was  kissed  as  a  baby  by  a  number 
of  women  and  ever  since  a  spell  of  hiccups 
comes  over  him  every  time  he  is  kissed.  As 
a  result  he  is  girl  shy.  Wanting  to  break 
him  of  his  shyness,  his  father  hires  Russ 
Brown  to  bring  about  a  cure.  Brown  takes 
Joe  to  a  resort  hotel  where  a  bunch  of  beau- 
tiful girls  are  vacationing.  Here,  besides 
the  outdoor  motor  business,  there  is  a 
haunted  house  with  ghosts  routine.  An- 
other good  situation  is  the  dummy  in  a 
sack.  When  the  girl  who  owns  the  hotel 
kisses  Joe  and  he  does  not  hiccup,  he  knows 
he  is  cured  and  that  she  is  the  girl  for 
him. 

CAST:  Joe  Penner,  Linda  Hayes,  Russ 
Brown,  Fritz  Feld,  Tom  Kennedy,  Granville 
Bates,  Arthur  Q.  Bryan,  Adele  Pearce,  Diane 
Hunter,  Mary  Milford,  Manton  Moreland. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Sisk;  Execu- 
tive Producer,  Lee  Marcus;  Director,  Leslie 
Goodwins;  Author,  Bert  Granet;  Screen- 
play, Bert  Granet  and  Charles  E.  Roberts; 
Cameraman,  Jack  MacKenzie,  ASC;  Special 
effects  by  Vernon  L.  Walker,  ASC;  Art 
Director,  Van  Nest  Polglase;  Associate,  Al- 
bert D'Agostino;  Editor,  Desmond  Mar- 
quette; Musical  Score  by  Paul  Sawtell; 
Sound,  Earl  A.  Wolcott. 

DIRECTION,  Lively.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Three  Film  Theaters  Burn 
in  West  Virginia,  Arkansas 

Winona,  W.  Va. — Fire  completely 
razed  The  Lyric,  operated  by  E.  H. 
Whitaker.  The  house  was  uninsured. 
A  similar  fire  loss  was  suffered  by 
C.  B.  Hager,  owner  of  the  Slagle 
theater,  at  Slagle. 


Morrilton,  Ark.  —  Fire  destroyed 
nine  of  Morrilton's  business  build- 
ings  including   the    Ritz   Theater. 


Crandall  Rites  Held 

Fulton,  N.  Y. — Funeral  services 
were  held  here  for  Milton  J.  Cran- 
dall, 75,  decorator  and  former  actor 
and  director. 


"Legion 
of  the  Lawless" 

with  George  O'Brien,  Virginia  Vale, 

Norman  Willis 

RKO  59  Mins. 

WESTERN  WITH  NEW  PLOT  TWIST 
OFFERS  ACTION  AND  PLENTY  OF  SUS- 
PENSE. 

Presenting  a  new  theme  in  the  Western 
field,  the  destruction  of  a  group  of  vigi- 
lantes, George  O'Brien  is  afforded  an  excel- 
lent opportunity  to  slam  the  villains  around 
and  make  himself  thoroughly  unpopular  with 
the  lawless  element.  He  is  ably  supported 
by  a  good  cast  that  includes  Virginia  Vale, 
Norman  Willis  and  Herbert  Heywood.  Film 
has  good  outdoor  backgrounds  and  there  is 
plenty  of  action  and  suspense.  Bert  Gilroy 
was  the  producer  and  David  Howard  di- 
rected. O'Brien  drifts  into  Ivestown  look- 
ing for  a  place  to  hang  up  his  lawyer's 
shingle,  having  heard  that  the  railroad  will 
come  through  the  town.  However,  he  is 
no  sooner  settled  than  he  is  warned  to  get 
out.  This  situation  provides  O'Brien  with  a 
springboard  to  take  up  the  cause  of  the 
people  who  are  being  persecuted  by  the 
lawless  vigilantes,  with  murder,  arson  and 
gun  fighting  in  wholesale  doses  until  he 
cleans  the  gang  up  in  a  whirlwind  finish. 

CAST:  George  O'Brien,  Virginia  Vale, 
Herbert  Heywood,  Norman  Willis,  Hugh 
Sothern,  William  Benedict,  Eddy  Waller, 
Delmar  Watson,  Monte  Montague,  Slim 
Whitaker,  Mary  Field. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Bert  Gilroy;  Direc- 
tor, David  Howard;  Screenplay,  Doris  Schroe- 
der;  Story,  Berne  Giler;  Cameraman,  Harry 
Wild;  Editor,  Frederic  Knudtson. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Indianapolis  Police  Nab 

Trio  for  Bank  Roll  Night 

Indianapolis — George  Settos,  op- 
erator of  the  Ohio  Theater  and  two 
employes  were  arrested  by  police 
who  confiscated  signs  advertising 
"Bank  Roll"  night,  a  barrel  of 
shuffling  numbers  and  a  list  of 
names.  Settos  was  charged  with 
operating  a  lottery  and  gift  enter- 
prise in  connection  with  "Bank  Roll" 
night. 

Two  employes  were  acquitted  re- 
cently by  a  jury  in  Municipal  Court 
on   a   similar   charge. 

AP  Prepares  for  London 

Air  Attack  Via  Pix  Clips 

Norman  Elson,  Film  Alliance's 
sales  manager,  has  organized  a  sales 
drive  on  "Bombs  Over  London"  that 
is  keyed  to  the  anticipated  Nazi 
aerial  attack  on  the  city  in  the 
Spring.  Associated  Press  has  ac- 
cepted a  number  of  clips  from  the 
film  for  release  should  the  attack 
materialize. 


"Lincoln"  Booked 

RKO  has  booked  "Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois"  into  12  key  cities  beginning 
Feb.  29,  when  it  opens  at  the  Fox, 
St.  Louis.  Other  dates  range  from 
March  8-18. 
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ITALY  CONSIDERS  U.  S. 
DISTRIBS.'  TERMS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

extent  to  which  conferences  have 
already  progressed.  Additional  evi- 
dence, augmenting  recent  news  dis- 
patches, is  furnished  by  the  fact 
that  F.  W.  Allport,  representing 
MPPDA,  has  just  returned  to  Lon- 
don from  Rome,  and  while  he  has 
issued  no  direct  pronouncement  on 
results  of  his  visit  with  "appro- 
priate" Fascist  officials,  it  is  known 
from  latter  channels  that  his  mis- 
sion was  concerned  with  apprising 
the  Italian  Government  of  the  pre- 
cise terms  upon  which  the  U.  S.  ma- 
jors would  consent  to  again  make 
their  product  available. 

It  is  rumored  here  that  Allport's 
stay  in  London  will  be  relatively 
brief,  since  he  is  expected  to  return 
to  Rome  either  at  the  end  of  the 
present  month,  or  in  early  March. 

John  C.  Daly  Stricken 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — John  C.  Daly, 
57,  former  actor  and  film  road  show 
manager,  is  dead  here. 

John  Francoise  Dead 

Barre,  Mass.- — John  A.  Francoise, 
47,  South  Barre  exhib.,  died  sud- 
denly at  his  home. 


Four  One- Act  Plays  of  Eugene  O'Neill 

Basis  of  Wanger's  "Long  Voyage  Home" 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood— Walter  Wanger's  "The  Long  Voyage  Home,"  which  John  Ford  will  direct, 
will  be  a  filmization  of  four  one-act  plays  by  Eugene  O'Neill,  originally  published  as 
"The  Moon  of  the  Caribbees."  Plays  are  "Bound  East  for  Cardiff,"  "The  Long  Voyage 
Home,"  "The  Moon  of  the  Caribees"  and  "In  the  Zone."  Adaptation  is  by  Dudley 
Nichols. 


UA  Will  Request  Goldwyn 
File  Amended  Complaint 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  strike  out  certain  allegations  of 
the  Goldwyn  complaint  and  for  a  bill 
of  particulars.  At  the  same  time  a 
stipulation  was  filed  adjourning  to 
March  15  a  motion  of  Alexander 
Korda  and  London  Films  Productions 
Ltd.,  to  dismiss  the  complaint  against 
them  and  on  another  motion  of  Gold- 
wyn's  to  examine  Korda  before  trial. 
Goldwyn's  suit  seeks  cancellation  of 
his  contract. 


Montague  Drive  Banners 

Special  banner  displays  and  sales- 
men's postcards  have  been  prepared 
bj  Columbia  for  its  "Montague  Fif- 
teenth Anniversary  Campaign,"  Co- 
lumbia's sales  and  billings  drive 
named  in  tribute  to  the  general  sales 
manager's  long  association  with  the 
company. 
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"Chips"  Takes  Further 

Honors  in  NFCA's  Poll 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

here  early  today  by  Merle  Potter  of 
the  Minneapolis  Times-Tribune. 

Critics  voted  for  three  choices,  in 
order  of  their  preferences,  under 
each  classification.  Nominations 
were  by  a  committee  of  50.  First 
place  counted  75  votes,  second  place, 
50  votes,  third  place,  25  votes. 

The  winners  are: 

Best  picture  of  the  year:  "Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips,"  22,775  votes.  This 
selection  echoed  the  result  of  The 
Film  Daily's  annual  poll.  Second 
most  popular  picture  was  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,"  14,755  votes, 
"Wuthering  Heights,"  third,  6,950 
votes. 

Best  performance  by  an  actor  was 
Robert  Donat  in  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,"  23,200  votes;  James  Stewart 
in  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washing- 
ton," second,  14,150  votes;  Spencer 
Tracy  in  "Stanley  and  Livingstone," 
third,  7,825  votes. 

Best  performance  by  an  actress 
was  Bette  Davis  in  "Dark  Victory," 
23,175  votes;  Greta  Garbo  was  sec- 
ond in  "Ninotchka,"  9,750  votes; 
Rosalind  Russell  was  third  in  "The 
Women"  with  9,725  votes. 

Best  performance  by  a  male  sup- 
porting player  was  Thomas  Mitchell 
in  "Stagecoach,"  14,125  votes;  Brian 
Aherne  was  second  in  "Juarez,"  12,- 
450  votes,  and  Akim  Tamiroff  was 
third  in  "Disputed  Passage"  7,750 
votes. 

Best  performance  by  a  female  sup- 
porting player  was  Greer  Garson  in 
"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,"  15,650  votes; 
Rosalind  Russell  in  "The  Women," 
12,350  votes;  Alice  Brady  in  "Young 
Mr.  Lincoln,"  8,600  votes. 

Young  actor  most  likely  to  win 
greatest  fame  in  1940  was  Jeffrey 
Lynn,  15,825  votes;  Eddie  Albert 
was  second,  9,925  votes;  John  How- 
ard  with   8,825. 

Young  actress  most  likely  to  win 
greatest  fame  in  1940  was  Maureen 
O'Hara,  13,075  votes;  Linda  Dar- 
nell was  second,  12,575  votes;  Lana 
Turner  third,   10,925  votes. 


"Abe  Lincoln"  Holds  Over 

"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  will  hold 
over  for  a  second  week  at  the  Music 
Hall  beginning  Thursday.  Film, 
opening  on  Washington's  birthday, 
played  to  the  theater's  biggest  holi- 
day gross  since  Oct.  1937,  manage- 
ment states. 


Gas  Kills  Holthaus 

Cincinnati  —  Lawrence  Holthaus, 
36,  manager  of  Wess  Huss'  High- 
land theater,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky.,  suf- 
fered accidental  death  by  monoxide 
gas,  in  his  garage. 


SEES  B'WAY  LACKING 
GOOD  PIX  MATERIAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  be  on  the  company's  1940-41 
program. 

With  the  final  pictures  on  th»  F  •- 
rent  season's  lineup  to  be  finishlteoy 
June  1,  Wallis  said  that  eight  big- 
productions  for  next  season  will  be 
ready  before  the  present  season 
ends.  Wallis  commented  on  the  fact 
that  studio  production  seasons  were 
showing  a  marked  tendency  to  over- 
lap. 

Grad  Sears,  Warners'  sales  chief, 
will  go  to  the  Coast  for  conferences 
on  1940-41  product  in  mid-March, 
Wallis  disclosed.  He  added  that  he 
himself  would  return  here  in  May 
for  further  discussions  on  the  pro- 
gram. 

Present  plans  call  for  the  Warner 
sales  convention  to  be  held  in  June, 
Wallis  stated. 

Immediately  upon  his  return  to 
Burbank,  Wallis  will  start  produc- 
tion on  "City  for  Conquest,"  James 
Cagney  starrer,  in  which  Ann  Sheri- 
dan may  also  appear.  To  follow  will 
be  "The  Sentence,"  starring  Bette 
Davis;  "Honeymoon  for  Three," 
starring  James  Stewart,  and  "Janu- 
ary Heights." 

Wallis  is  stopping  over  in  Chicago 
to  confer  with  Arthur  Haley  of 
Notre  Dame's  athletic  department  on 
"The  Spirit  of  Knute  Rockne."  Haley 
will  follow  Wallis  to  the  Coast  later. 


Organizing  Lab.  Workers 
in  Handy,  Wilding  Plants 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

have  been  employed  since  Jam  Handy 
added  a  laboratory  two  years  ago, 
and  Wilding  a  year  later. 

Only  present  IA  locals  for  lab  men 
are  in  New  York  City  and  Holly- 
wood, Film  Daily  was  informed  by 
union  offices. 

Organization  is  in  the  hands  of 
Roger  M.  Kennedy,  IA  vice-presi- 
dent, and  will  take  about  another 
month. 

Cameramen,  stagehands,  and  other 
workers  have  long  been  organized 
in  the  IA  at  both  studios. 


Coast  Production  Slumps; 
Only  Four  Films  Starting 

(Continued  from  Page  I) 

No.  3"  with  Cesar  Romero,  Mary 
Beth  Hughes,  Evelyn  Venable,  Chris- 
Pin  Martin. 

At  Universal:  "Winners  of  the 
West"  with  Dick  Foran,  Anne  Nagle 
and  James  Craig. 

At  Republic:  "In  Old  Missouri" 
A-ith  Weaver  Brothers  and  Elviry. 

Recovering  From  Operations 

Chicago — Walter  Lyons,  manager 
of  B  &  K's  Biltmore  theater  is  re- 
covering after  an  operation  at  the 
Billings  Memorial  Hospital. 

Mrs.  S.  R.  Claggett,  wife  of  the 
manager  of  the  B  &  K  Belmont  the- 
ater is  also  recovering  after  an  op- 
eration at  the  American  Hospital. 
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tional  Allied,  and  H.  M.  Richey,  di- 
rector of  exhibitor  relations  for 
RKO.  Charles  Casanave,  general 
manager  of  Advertising  Accessories, 
will  explain  the  new  setup. 

ITO  members  will  be  asked  to 
comment,  and  perhaps  vote,  on  the 
question  of  whether  smaller  the- 
aters can  play  "GWTW"  on  70  per 
cent  terms  and  still  make  money. 
The  question  of  whether  small  town 
theaters  are  being  discriminated 
against  in  the  dating  of  the  picture 
also  will  be  explored. 

In  this  connection,  the  admission 
price  situation  will  be  sifted.  A 
convention  bulletin  issued  by  Martin 
Smith,  ITO  president,  asks:  "Does 
the  experience  with  'GWTW  mean 
that  there  should  be  an  entire  over- 
hauling of  the  scale  of  admission 
prices?  It  is  certainly  food  for 
thought  when,  in  the  city  of  Colum- 
bus, in  a  period  of  three  weeks  over 
100,000  people  pay  an  average  of 
82  cents  to  see  a  motion  picture." 

Cancellation  privileges  and  the 
non-forcing  of  snorts  and  newsreels 
have  an  important  place  on  the 
agenda.  Whether  distributors  are 
keeping  their  promises  on  these  is- 
sues will  be  determined. 

Other  subjects  considered  impor- 
tant involve  preferred  playing  time, 
the  Neely  bill,  16  mm.  competition, 
television,  the  film  tax  suit,  cash 
games  and  the  newly  organized  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  subsidiary.  Ad- 
vertising Accessories,  Inc.  Casa- 
nave will  answer  the  question  of 
whether  the  new  setup  is  a  monop- 
oly and  its  effect  on  prices. 

The  sessions  will  be  informal  and 
conducted  on  an  open  forum  basis. 
Headquarters  will  be  the  Neil  House. 
Display  booths  have  been  ordered 
bv  Midwest  Theater  Supply  Co.  of 
Cincinnati,  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice, National  Carbon  Co.,  Burch 
Manufacturing  Co.,  American  The- 
ater Equipment  Co.,  F  &  Y  Theater 
Construction  Co.,  American  Seating 
Co.,  International  Seating  Co.  and 
National  Theater  Supply  Co. 


Testimonial  for  A.  R.  Kelley 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  The  Variety  Club 
announces  a  testimonial  dinner  at 
the  Willard  Hotel  on  March  8  for 
Andrew  R.  Kelley,  Washington  dra- 
ma critic.  Commissioner  Melvin  C. 
Hazen  is  general  chairman  of  the 
affair.  Serving  as  vice-chairman 
are  Sidney  Lust,  Carter  T.  Barron, 
Richmnod  B.  Keech,  Hardie  Meakin, 
John  J.  Payette,  Edmund  Plohn  and 
Elwood  Seal. 


First  Tenn.  Drive-in 

Memphis,  Tenn. — With  a  permit  from 
Shelby  County  Planning  Commission, 
Bernard  Woolner  will  proceed  immediate- 
ly with  plans  for  the  construction  of 
the  State's  first  drive-in  theater  on 
Highway  51,   near  Rainbow   Lake. 


Australian  Government  Will  Follow  Lead 

of  V.  K.  in  "Mobilizing*9  American  Securities 

Melbourne  (By  Cable) — The  Australian  Government  is  expected  to  take  early  action 
to  "mobilize"  American  securities  held  here,  following  the  example  set  by  the  British 
Government  earlier  in  the  week.  It  is  learned  that  the  Australian  Government-  has  been 
consulting  the  U.  K.  In  all  probability,  the  list  of  stocks  requisitioned  by  the  Dominion 
will  parallel  the  British  list  which  included  four  film  industry  securities — Loew's,  Para- 
mount,  RCA  and  DuPont. 


Coast  Unions  Demand  Pay 
Increase  for  Over-Scale  Men 
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agreed  the  pay  tilt  was  to  be  gen- 
eral and  was  to  also  apply  to  key 
and  flat  salary  workers  but  that  a 
majority  of  the  companies  are  not 
paying  the  increase  to  such  craft 
members. 


Film  Editors  to  Vote  March  1 
on  Proffered  10%  Pay  Advance 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  (DAILY 
Hollywood — Members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Motion  Picture  Film  Edi- 
tors on  March  1  will  vote  on  a  10 
per  cent  pay  increase  retroactive  to 
Feb.  20  as  offered  the  organization 
by  producers.  Representatives  of 
society  are  said  to  contend  the  tilt 
should  be  retroactive  to  Aug.  25, 
1939  when  wage  boost  for  IA  mem- 
bers went  into  effect. 


Hearing  on  Bioff's  Petition 
Deferred  to  March  6  in  Chi. 

Chicago — Hearing-  on  petition  of 
William  Bioff,  IATSE  exec,  for  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  continued 
to  March  6  yesterday  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice John  Prystalski  in  Criminal 
Court.  Bioff  remains  at  liberty 
meanwhile  on  $5,000  bail. 


West    Coast   Bnreo"    nf   THE    FILM    DAJT  Y 

Hollywood — With  hearing  on  bis 
petition  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
continued  until  March  6.  William 
Bioff  is  expected  to  return  here  from 
Chicago  and  resume  his  position  as 
head  of  the  Conference  of  Studio 
Unions  in  the  current  negotiations 
between   producers   and  unions. 


'U"  Stockholders'  Meeting 
in  Wilmington  March  15 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  be  entitled  to  elect  two  directors 
and  holders  of  the  second  preferred 
will  be  privileged  to  vote  for  one 
member  to  the  board. 


Hearing  in  Lloyd  Action 

Before  Knox  on  March  5 

Hearing  in  the  plagiarism  action 
instituted  by  Arthur  Rapp  and  Lo- 
well Brentano  against  Harold  Lloyd 
will  be  held  on  March  5  before  Fed- 
eral Judgre  John  C.  Knox. 

Plaintiffs  contend  Lloyd's  film, 
"Professor,  Beware,"  was  taken 
from  their  literary  property,  "Greek 
To  You."  Lloyd  claims  the  story 
submitted  by  the  plaintiffs  was  un- 
acceptable. Phillips  &  Nizer  are 
attorneys  for  Lloyd. 


Harlan  Thompson  Sees  Less 
"B"  Production  in  1940-41 
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ber  of  "B"  pictures  next  season. 
While  he  could  speak  only  for  Para- 
mount, Thompson  said  that  indica- 
tions pointed  to  a  greater  number  of 
top-bracket  pictures  for  the  1940-41 
programs. 

Thompson,  who  just  completed  the 
Bing  Crosby-Bob  Hope-Dorothy  La- 
mour  picture,  "Road  to  Singapore," 
said  he  had  two  more  features  to 
make  under  his  current  contract. 
One  of  the  pictures  probably  will  co- 
star  Crosby  and  Hope  again. 


Australia  Imports  of  Raw 
Stock  Normal  Despite  War 

Sydney  (By  Airmail) — Importation 
of  raw  stock  into  Australia  for  Jan- 
uary and  December  ran  at  approxi- 
mately one-sixth  of  the  41,000,000 
feet  imported  for  a  12-month  period 
up  to  December,  1939,  indicating 
that  imports  will  in  no  way  be  cut. 
It  is  expected  that  the  government 
will  shortly  authorize  customs  li- 
censes for  importation  of  raw  stock 
for  February  and  March  at  what 
will  amount  to  another  sixth  of  the 
previous  year's  total.  More  than 
90  per  cent  of  the  raw  stock  now 
being  imported  comes  from  the  East- 
man Kodak  plant  in  Canada. 

In  South  Australia,  an  amicable 
understanding-  has  been  reached  be- 
tween the  exhibitors  and  distribu- 
tors on  a  number  of  matters  under 
discussion,  including  protection,  re- 
jection and  standard  contracts,  fore- 
stalling anv  possibility  of  legisla- 
tion in  that  state,  it  is  reported. 

It  is  also  understood  that  there 
is  small  likelihood  of  any  exhibitor 
or  distributor  being-  penalized  for 
failine  to  coirmly  with  native  quota 
regulations,  due  to  the  failure  of 
native  producers  to  take  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  act. 


G*»*»'l  Outdoor  Advertising 
Reports  Net  of  $1,022,861 


Chicap-o — General  Outdoor  Adver- 
tising Co.,  Inc..  and  subsidiaries  re- 
nort  for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31. 
1939.  a  net  profit  of  $1,022,861. 
eciual,  after  usual  deductions  and 
dividend  reauirements  mi  6  per  cent 
preferred  stock  and  $4  Class  A  stock, 
to  73  cents  a  share  on  624  625  vo- 
par  shares  of  common,  excluding  17,- 
760  shares  in  treasury. 

This  compares  with  $653,612  or 
13  cents  a  share  on  629,322  shares 
of  common  in  1938. 


STRIKE  LOCAL  CHARGES 
FROM  CRESCENT  SUIT 
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other  defendants,  Judge  Davies 
stated  that  that  part  of  the  motion 
seeking  a  bill  of  particulars"  "is 
"granted  in  part  and  denied  in  part." 
Considering  each  item  of  the  motion 
separately,  he  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  certain  items  in  the  motion 
were  "evidentiary  in  character"  and 
for  these  items  motion  was  denied. 
To  obtain  information  about  such 
"evidentiary"  matters,  the  judge  ex- 
plained, the  defendant  will  be  re- 
quired to  serve  interrogatories  on  the 
plaintiff. 

Judge  Davies  granted  the  motion 
to  strike  that  part  of  Paragraph  54 
from  the  Government's  complaint 
which  is  quoted  in  the  opinion  as 
follows:  "In  addition,  defendant  ex- 
hibitors have  lowered  their  prices, 
given  away  large  sums  of  money  as 
prizes,  and  operated  some  of  their 
theaters  at  a  loss  with  the  purpose 
and  effect  of  driving  their  competi- 
tors out  of  business  and  giving  de- 
fendant exhibitors  a  monopoly  in  the 
exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  the 
area  in  which  they  operate." 

Judge  Davies  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  this  paragraph  referred  to 
matters  of  "purely  local  nature"  and 
that  such  local  acts  in  themselves, 
"not  alleged  to  have  been  a  part  of 
a  conspiracy  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
straining interstate  commrece,  do 
not  directly  restrain  or  burden  in- 
terstate commerce,  and  the  court 
does  not  regard  the  acts  alleged  as 
creating  a  direct  and  substantial 
burden  on  interstate  commerce." 

Although  film  is  shipped  in  inter- 
state commerce,  Judge  Davies  ex- 
plained in  his  opinion,  when  it  comes 
to  rest  at  its  point  of  delivery,  "the 
showing  of  the  picture  and  operation 
of  the  theater  is  purely  a  local  mat- 
ter." 

As  leave  to  amend  the  complaint 
was  not  asked  by  the  Government, 
Judge  Davies  stated,  the  motion  to 
strike  out  this  part  of  the  paragraph 
mentioned  was  granted. 


Vaude  Back  in  Philly's 

Carman  as  Dispute  Ends 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

contract  and  a  12-week  vacation 
period  during  the  summer.  The 
union  had  asked  for  a  52-week  agree- 
ment. 


Educationettes 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Billy  Evans  and  W.  Merle 
Conned  are  making  what  they  are  call- 
ing Educationettes  which  are  photo- 
graphed subjects  of  well-known  musical 
numbers.  They  are  being  made  in  8 
and  16mm.  and  can  be  shown  in  homes 
and  schools.  While  the  music  is  being 
played  on  a  phonograph,  the  picture  is 
projected  on  any  silent  projector.  The 
subjects  will  be  made  as  sound-on-film 
as  well. 
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ALL  MAMS  DEFINE  POLICIES  ON  CANCELLATIONS 

Neely  Bill  Means  Higher  Costs,  Depinet  Warns  Public 


Sends    Letter    and    Goldberg 

Booklet  to  9,200  Civic 

Group  Execs. 

More    than    9,200    executives     of 
i  women's  clubs,  Better  Film  Councils, 
i   schools,    Y.M.C.A.'s,    churches    and 
similar  organizations  throughout  the 
U.  S.  are  receiving  letters  from  Ned 
'   E.   Depinet,  RKO   Radio  vice-prexy, 
i   assailing  the  Neely  bill  as  "imprac- 
tical, misleading"  and  declaring  that 
its    passage    "would    materially   in- 
crease  distribution   costs   of  motion 
pictures   and    consequently    increase 
admission  prices." 

Enclosed  with  each  letter  is  a  copy 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

o  pix  toIerapped 

BY  NORTHWEST  ALLIED 


Minneapolis — Allied  Theaters  of 
the  Northwest  is  expected  to  go  on 
record  against  percentage  pix  gen- 
erally at  its  convention,  set  for  this 
city  March  5-6. 

While  the  exhib.  unit  has  been 
critical  of  the  70  per  cent  asked  for 
GWTW  by  Metro,  it  is  expected 
that  the  convention  will  accept  the 

(Continued  on  Pace  8) 


N.  J.  Allied  to  Protest 

Civil  Rights  Law  Change 

New  Jersey  Allied's  legislative 
committee  yesterday  was  instructed 
to  register  protest  against  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  state's  civil 
rights  law.  Under  the  proposed 
change,  a  fine  levied  against  a  the- 

(Continucd  on   Pane  8) 


RKO's  "Vigil  in  Night" 

Reported  Set  for  Roxy 

"Vigil  In  The  Night,"  new  RKO 
release,  has  been  set  to  follow  20th- 
Fox'  "The  Blue  Bird"  at  the  Roxy 
it  was  reported  last  night.  The  Fox 
picture  opens  there  Friday  when 
"Of  Mice  And  Men"  goes  out. 


Variety  Clubs9  Second  Humanitarian  Award 

Will  Go  to  Martha  Berry,  Famed  Educator 

Pittsbugh — John  H.  Harris,  national  president  of  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America 
and  head  of  the  Harris  Amusement  Co..  has  announced  that  the  second  annual  Humani- 
tarian Award  by  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America  will  this  year  be  given  to  Miss  Martha 
Berry,  founder  and  director  of  the  Berry  Schools  in  Mount  Berry,  Ga.,  for  the  work  she  has 
accomplished  in  providing  free  schooling  to  the  poor  mountain  children  of  the  South. 

The  award  will  be  made  at  the  national  convention  of  the  Variety  Clubs  in  Dallas 
on  April  19.  The  first  Humanitarian  Award  was  made  to  Father  Flanagan,  of  Boys'  Town, 
last  year. 


Mex.  Studio  Unions  Offer  50%  Credit 
on  Technicians'  Salaries  to  Producers 


By  MARCO-AURELIO  GALINDO 
Film  Daily  Staff  Correspondent 
Mexico,  D.  F. — In  an  effort  to 
revive  the  native  picture  industry, 
the  Union  de  Trabajadores  de  Estu- 
dios  Cinematograficos  de  Mexico 
(Union  of  Motion  Picture  Studio 
Workers  of  Mexico)  has  offered 
prospective  film  producers  a  50  per 
cent    credit    on    the    salaries    which 


would  be  paid  technical  workers  in 
all  branches  of  production,  with  the 
Union  obligating  itself,  if  necessary, 
to  get  the  director  to  extend  a  simi- 
lar credit. 

The  producer  would  commit  him- 
self to  meet  his  obligation  to  his 
technical  workers  and  pay  them  the 
50   per    cent   due    on    their    salaries 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Akron  Exhibs.  Lose  Court 
Fight  for  Group  Adv.  Rate 

Akron,  O. — Judge  Oscar  A.  Hun- 
sicker  of  Common  Pleas  Court  held 
"a  newspaper  may  publish  whatever 
advertisements  they  deem  to  be  in 
their  best  interests  in  the  conduct 
of    their   business    and    may   refuse 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Para.  Partners  to  Wage 

Neely  Battles  Separately 


Paramount  theater  partners  will 
conduct  their  campaigns  against  the 
Neely  Bill  individually,  Barney  Bal- 
aban,  Paramount  president,  said 
yesterday  upon  his  arrival  from 
Florida  where  he  combined  a  vaca- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


U.  5.  Companies  Must  Leave  Profits 
From  Their  British  Holdings  in  U.  K. 


Edwards  Forms  New  Firm 
for  Non-Theatrical  Field 


Announcement  was  made  yester- 
day of  the  formation  of  Non-The- 
atrical Pictures  Corp.  to  engage  in 
the  distribution  of  16  mm.  sound 
prints  of  instructional  and  theat- 
rical   pictures    to    schools,    colleges, 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Restrictions  imposed  by  the  Brit- 
ish government  on  the  withdrawal 
of  money  from  England  by  Amer- 
ican film  companies  are  of  greater 
severity  to  those  companies  which 
hold  interest  in  British  theaters  and 
producing  organizations. 

This  point  was  clarified  at  the 
week-end  by  a  major  executive  who 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Positions  Disclosed  on  Eve  of 
Ohio   ITO  Convention 
at  Columbus 

Columbus,  O.  —  Major  company 
answers  to  four  questions  on  sales 
policies  were  revealed  yesterday  by 
Pete  Wood,  secretary  of  the  ITO  of 
Ohio,  on  the  eve  of  the  Allied  unit's 
annual  convention  which  opens  at 
the  Neil  House  this  morning.  The 
four  questions  submitted  to  ex- 
ecutives of  the  major  companies  by 
the  ITO  were: 

1.  What  are  the  exact  cancel- 
lation privileges? 

2.  Can  features  be  purchased 
without  short  subjects? 

3.  Can  features  be  purchased 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

MALGO  AND  SAENGER 

SET  GWTW  CONTRACTS 


Memphis — Malco  Theaters,  Inc., 
M.  A.  Lightman's  circuit  of  65 
houses  in  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  Mis- 
sissippi and  Tennessee,  has  closed 
a  deal  for  GWTW,  it  was  disclosed 
here  yesterday. 

New  Orleans — Saenger  Theaters 
Corp.  finally  has  closed  a  deal  for 
GWTW,   ending  the  last  major  re- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Order  Creditors'  Attorney 
to  Prepare  GN  Assets  List 

Joseph  Dannenberg,  attorney  for 
the  creditors  of  Grand  National,  has 
been  ordered  to  list  the  assets  of 
the  company  to  prospective  bidders 
in  advance  of  the  auction,  scheduled 
for  next  Monday. 

The   order  was   made  by   Referee 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Para.'s  Latin-American  GHQ 
Shifts  from  Cuba  to  Mexico 

Headquarters  for  Paramount's 
Latin  -  American  division  will  be 
moved  from  Havana  to  Mexico  City, 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 
105/8     10%     10%  —     }A 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2l/2%) 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd.. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd 

East.    Kodak    

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount     1st     pfd.. 
Paramount  2nd  pfd... 

Pathe     Film     

RKO  

20th    Century-Fox    . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 


22 


22 


22 


147'/2  H63/4  147         

177  177       177  -f  1 

12%  121/4     12%  +     % 

353/4  35        35%  +     % 


7%      73/8      73/8  —    % 

9%     '9%      9%  — "% 

11%     11         H1/4  +     % 

11/4      iy4      H/4—    Vs 

115/8      11%       11%   _      1/g 
233/4      233/4      233/4   —      I/2 

88         88         88—1 

3%       3%       3%     

491/2     491/2     491/2  +  1 

NEW  YORK    BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3  Vis46. 1033,4  103       1033,4   4.     l/2 

Para.    B'way  3s55 50         50         50         

Para.    Picts.   6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3V4s47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  87         87         87      —     Vi 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor    15%     15%     15%   +     % 

Trans-Lux     1  1  1       —     % 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal    Picts 
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Rebecca"  to  M.  H.  Mar.  28 

David  O.  Selznick's  "Rebecca" 
has  been  booked  into  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  to  open  March  28. 


P^»W;W*I 

FILM   LIBRARY 

■ 

• 

STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 

Conveniently  Catalogued 

729  SEVENTH  AVE.  NYC. 

BRYANT  9-5600 

■ 

V.  C.  Conventioneers  Will 
Travel  by  Special  Section 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
a  special  Pullman  section  to  be  op- 
erated from  New  York  direct  to 
Dallas  for  the  National  Variety  Club 
Convention  which  will  open  in  the 
southwestern  city  on  April  18-20. 
The  special  section  will  consist  of 
all-room  cars,  diners  and  private 
lounge  cars  and  will  become  part 
of  the  Convention-Gateway  Special 
out  of  St.  Louis. 

The  special  section  will  leave 
Grand  Central  Station  in  New  York 
on  Tuesday,  April  16,  arriving  in 
Dallas  early  morning  of  the  18th 
where  elaborate  welcoming  ceremon- 
ies are  scheduled  by  the  committee. 

Space  reservations  for  the  New 
York  Special  should  be  made  through 
"Chick"  Lewis  at  1501  Broadway. 


L.  H.  Gardner,  UDT  Exec, 
To  Take  Leave  of  Absence 


Detroit — L.  H.  Gardner,  who  has 
been  in  charge  of  theater  operation 
and  booking  for  United  Detroit  The- 
aters, is  taking  a  leave  of  absence 
because  of  his  health.  Harold  Brown, 
booker,  takes  over  all  his  booking  re- 
sponsibilities, and  Dow  Thompson, 
manager  of  the  Broadway  Capitol, 
comes  in  as  assistant  booker  in  a 
series  of  managerial  shifts  made  for 
the  duration  of  Gardner's  absence. 

Rufus  Sheperd,  manager  of  the 
Vogue,  takes  over  the  Broadway- 
Capitol;  James  Easson  goes  from  the 
Alger  to  the  Vogue;  Joseph  Bonnino, 
assistant  at  the  Palms-State,  takes 
Easson's  post  at  the  Alger,  and  For- 
est Mountz,  second  assistant  to  the 
Palms-State,  steps  up  one  notch. 


Schlaifer  Back  in  N.  Y. 

After  Exhib.  Conferences 


L.  J.  Schlaifer,  UA's  vice-prexy 
and  Western  general  sales  manager, 
returned  yesterday  from  an  extended 
trip  Westward  during  which  he  vis- 
ited Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco, 
Denver  and   Chicago. 

During  his  Frisco  stay,  Schlaifer 
completed  a  deal  for  all  UA  prod- 
uct with  the  Consolidated  Amuse- 
ment Co.  of  Honolulu.  He  also 
worked  with  exhibitors  throughout 
his  territory  in  the  setting  of  ex- 
tended playing  time  on  Selznick's 
forthcoming  "Rebecca." 


David  Loew  and  Al  Lewin 
Due  Today  on  Talent  Hunt 

David  L.  Loew  and  Albert  Lewin, 
who  debut  as  UA  producers  with 
"Flotsam,"  plane  in  today  from  the 
Coast  on  a  talent  hunt  for  an  actress 
to  play  the  femme  lead  in  Erich 
Maria  Remarque's  story. 


Settling  Dunbar  Suit? 

Dallas — With  reports  rife  that  a 
settlement  may  be  effected,  hearing 
in  the  Dunbar  anti-trust  action  was 
deferred  yesterday  to  March  15. 
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Johnston  and  Golden  Will 
Talk  Product  on  the  Coast 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Plans  for  forthcoming 
Monogram  features  will  be  topics  of 
discussion  at  conferences  which  W. 
Ray  Johnston,  company's  president 
has  called  here  this  week. 

On  the  agenda  particularly  is 
"Son  of  the  Navy,"  which  is  the 
organization's  new  top-budget  at- 
traction. 

Johnston  arrived  here  yesterday 
from  New  York.  Eddie  Golden, 
Monogram's  vice-president,  is  also 
available  for  the  current  confer- 
ences, having  preceded  Johnston 
here  several  days  ago. 


Astor  Protesting  Benny's 
"Medicine  Man"  Objections 

Jack  Benny's  objections  to  the  re- 
lease of  "The  Medicine  Man,"  in 
which  he  appeared  in  1931,  are  be- 
ing protested  by  Astor  Pictures 
Corp.,  which  plans  to  distribute  it 
as  a  "gag"  feature. 

Astor  has  informed  Loyd  Wright, 
attorney  for  Benny,  that  the  distrib- 
uting company  will  hold  his  client 
responsible  if  there  is  any  interfer- 
ence or  hindrance  in  the  booking  of 
the  picture.  Wright  also  has  been 
notified  that  Astor  objects  to  "threat- 
ening wires"  allegedly  sent  to 
parties. 

The  distributing  company  claims 
its  rights  to  the  picture  are  clear 
and  legal. 


New  York  Assembly  Gets 
Equal   Accommodations   Bill 

Albany  —  Assemblyman  Daniel 
Burrows,  New  York,  yesterday  in- 
troduced a  companion  bill  to  that 
of  Senator  Perry  providing  that  full 
and  equal  accommodations  to  all 
persons  shall  be  declared  to  be  a 
condition  of  every  license  issued  to 
operate  or  conduct  places  of  public 
amusement.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Codes  Committee. 


Don  Lee  Tele  Programs 

Resourceful — McCosker 

Don  Lee  tele  programs  on  the 
Coast  reveal  unusual  initiative,  and 
resourcefulness,  leaning  as  they  do 
to  combination  of  entertainment  and 
culture,  it  was  said  yesterday  by 
A.  J.  McCosker,  WOR-Mutual  exec, 
on  his  return  to  New  York  from  a 
month's  Hollywood  vacation.  Mc- 
Cosker was  widely  entertained  by 
film  folk  while  on  the  Coast. 


BRy*NT9-4153-4 


cominc  mid  come 


BARNEY  BALABAN,  Paramount  prexy,  returned 
to   New  York  yesterday   from   Florida. 

L.  J.  SCHLAIFER,  vice-president  and  West- 
ern general  sales  manager  of  United  Artists, 
returned  to  the  home  office  yesterday  from  an 
extended   trip   in   the   West.  ^ 

CEORGE  STEVENS,  RKO  director,  has^gfned 
to  the  Coast.  rjar 

DAVID  L.  LOEW  and  ALBERT  LEWIN  are 
scheduled  to  arrive  today  from  the  Coast  by 
plane.  MRS.  M.  LOEW  and  MRS.  LEWIN  ac- 
company them. 

BRIAN  AHERNE  is  due  back  in  New  York 
this   week-end   after   a   Southern   vacation. 

CONSTANCE    BENNETT    is    at   the   Waldorf. 

CREGORY  LA  CAVA  is  here  for  a  vacation 
after    completing    "Primrose    Path"    for    RKO. 

OSCAR  SERLIN  returned  yesterday  from  Chi- 
cago. 

PHIL  SILVERS  has  arrived  on  the  Coast. 

A.  J.  McCOSKER  returned  to  New  York  from 
Hollywood  yesterday. 

EMANUEL  SILVERSTONE,  American  sales 
representative  for  Alexander  Korda,  leaves  today 
for  Hollywood.  He  plans  to  spend  about  two 
weeks   on  the   Coast. 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON,  Monogram's  president, 
arrived   in   Hollywood  yesterday   from   New  York. 

JOHN  CONSIDINE  and  his  wife  left  yester- 
day on  the  20th  Century  for  Palm  Springs 
where  they  will  spend  a  few  days  before  return- 
ing  to    Hollywood. 

O.  K.  BOURGEOIS,  sales  manager  of  Astor 
Pictures  Corp.,  is  in  Milwaukee  and  leaves  today 
for  St.   Louis  and   Kansas  City. 

DOROTHY  LAMOUR  left  by  plane  last  night 
for  Miami,   Fla. 


"Northwest  Passage"  Still 
Topping  Normal  Biz  in  Keys 

"Northwest  Passage"  continues  to 
top  normal  business  in  its  initial  key 
city  openings,  M-G-M  reported  yes- 
terday. 

Picture  was  reported  to  have  ex- 
ceeded average  business  by  118  per 
cent  at  the  Stanley,  Philadelphia; 
105  per  cent  at  the  Pali,  Waterbury; 
155  per  cent  at  the  Paramount,  Salt 
Lake  City;  80  per  cent  at  the  State, 
Minneapolis,  and  the  State,  Spokane; 
65  per  cent  at  the  United  Artists, 
Chicago,  and  56  per  cent  at  the  Para- 
mount, St.  Paul. 


THE    CLIMAX    OF    A 


AD 

s  a  perfect 
engraving   . 
expertly  made  and 
promptly  delivered. 


PHOTO  ENGRAVING  CORP. 

250  WEST  54th  STREET.  NEW  YORK 

Telephone COIumbuj   5  -  6741 


"Let 
Junior 
tell 
theml" 


0 


"It's  the  best 
short  subject 
idea  in  years*  Ym 
proud  of  Junior!9' 


PETE  SMITH'S   newest 
fun  Specialty  is  audience  joy! 

"WHAT'S  YOUR  I.  Q.?" 

It's  a  brand  new  twist  on  audience  participation  in  a  Screen 
Quiz,  They  won't  care  whether  they  know  the  answers  or 
not  because  the  gags  and  surprises  come  thick  and  fast.  It 
was  previewed  on  the  West  Coast  and  it  left  the  audience 
limp.  Here's  how  to  put  the  folks  in  a  happy  mood  for  the 
entire  show.  "WHAT'S  YOUR  I.Q.?"  is  another  Pete  Smith 

showmanship  COUp  for  M-G-M,  {No  wonder  Leo  Junior  was  voted 
best  producer  of  Shorts  in  the  industry  in  M.  P.  Herald  and  Showmen's  Trade 
Review  poll  And  Pete  Smith's  Shorts  led  Leo  Junior's  success  parade.) 
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OFFER  50%  CREDIT 
TO  MEX.  PRODUCERS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

immediately  after  the  release  of  any 
picture  made  on  this  basis. 

The  Union's  Executive  Commit- 
tee evolved  this  plan  as  a  solution 
to  the  acute  unemployment  prob- 
lem created  within  the  film  industry 
here,  and  following  an  extraordi- 
nary meeting  of  the  organization's 
entire  membership  in  which  the 
Committee's  motion  was  discussed 
and  passed. 


Same  cast  which  appeared  in  "Way 
Down  on  Rancho  Grande,"  one  of 
the  biggest  money  makers  in  the 
Latin  American  market,  has  been  re- 
united to  make  "Way  Down  in  the 
Tropics,"  now  before  the  cameras  at 
the  CLASA  studios.  Fernando  de 
Fuentes  is  producing  and  directing; 
in  the  cast  are  Tito  Guizar,  Carlos 
Lopez,  Esther  Ferandez,  Rene  Ca- 
dona  and  Emma  Roldan. 


Harry  Segal  Sues  Standard, 
Demanding  $32,400  Damages 

Suit  for  $32,400  damages  against 
Standard  Pictures  Distributing  Co. 
and  George  Leganas  was  filed  yes- 
terday in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  by 
Harry  Segal.  Complaint  states  that 
defendants  breached  a  contract  made 
between  the  parties  on  July  17,  1939, 
under  which  Segal  was  employed  as 
general  sales  manager  for  three 
years.  Segal  claims  that  the  defen- 
dants failed  to  secure  12  pictures 
yearly  for  distribution  and  that  he 
lost  out  on  compensation  stipulated 
at  five  per  cent  of  the  gross. 


Reports   Hughes  Talking 
Deal  With  Warners  Denied 


Reliable  sources  yesterday  de- 
clared that  Howard  Hughes  had  had 
no  negotiations  with  Warner  Bros, 
for  the  release  of  his  proposed  pic- 
tures. While  Warners  may  be  the 
ultimate  distributor,  no  deals  have 
been  discussed,  the  sources  said.  It 
had  been  reported  previously  that 
Warner  Bros,  had  a  deal  pending 
with  Hughes. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

FEBRUARY  28 

William   Wellman 

Irving   Briskin 

Clarence  J.  Schneider 


with  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


•  •      •     OUTSIDE  the  44th  St.  stage  door  of  the  Paramount 

have   assembled  these  past   two   weeks battalions   of  fillum   fans 

whose  militant  zeal  provides  a  strange  and   amusing  contrast to 

the   weapons   they  carry namely   stubby   pencils,   erratic   fountain 

pens swatches    of    writing   paper   and   finger-marked    cards 

in  short,  anything  that'll  write  and  anything  thai  can  be  written  on 

To  call  'em  autograph  hounds  would  be  as  patently  unfair  as  to  de- 
scribe Shakespeare's  Romeo  as  a  mere  balcony-sealer and  dis- 
regard  the  more  fundamental  fact  that   his   heart   brought   him   thither 

Just  so  is  it  with  the  aforementioned  autograph  hounds 

what  lured  them  to  the  Paramount  stage  door  this  last  fortnight 

was  their  worship  of  the  Siren  of  the  Sarong Alas!,  today  Manager 

Bob  Weitman  must  figuratively  hang  out  the  sign: "Dottie  doesn't 

live  here  any  more!" She  left  for  Miami  yesterday  for  more  p.a.'s. 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     NOW  if  you  were  to  suggest  to  any  of  the  Dottie  doters 

that  the  life  of  a  star  such  as  she is  anything  but  an 

ostermoor  of  orchids they'd  pronounce  you  incurably  cuckoo 

But  with  what  we   know   of  the   tough   routine   the    lithe, 

languorous-voiced  Lamour has  had  to  go  through  during  her 

Manhattan  "visit" Phil  M.  is  stringing  along  with  ole  Henry 

Clay  in  paraphrase:    "I  would  rather  write  than  be  s'wronged" 

for  not  even  young  Pinocchio  had  more  strings  on  him  than 

La  Dottie in  fact  "Pinocch"  had  some  semblance  of  time  on 

his  hands 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      OH,    for    the   life    of    a    star! Imagine    (and    this    is    a 

typical  day)  having  to  hie  up  from  short  slumber  to  hurriedly  dress  and 

just  as  hurriedly  breakfast keep  an  appointment  with  Dr.  Throat 

Specialist clatter  off  for  interviews  by  the  fan  and  other  mags 

be  rushed  over  to  pose   for  fashion   photos be   third   degreed   by 

sob  sisters rush  to  the  Paramount  for  the  first  p.a.  of  the  day 

change  and  make-up sing  a  brace  of  songs then   off   stage 

off   with  make-up   and  re-dress try  vainly   to   grab   a   bit   of 

luncheon tell    all    about    yourself    (who    you're    trying    to    be    and 

aren't  given  even  a  remote  opportunity)  to  news  syndicates'  representa- 
tives   then    do    another   p.a.    with    all    the    attending    make-up    and 

clothes  changes  and  song  warbling another  appointment  with  Dr. 

Throat   Specialist huddles   with   company  publicists   re   "Typhoon" 

(Dottie's  next  pix  in  Technicolor)  set  for  release  nationally  on  May  17 
Up  to  this  point  it  has  been  a  very  quiet  day 

T  ▼  T 

•  •     •     BUT  wait! Then  there  are  more  huddles  re  her 

Florida  p.a.'s  at  Miami's  Olympia and  about  bows  in  person 

at  the  Sheridan  in  nearby  Miami  Beach  in  connection  with  the 

pre-release  of  her  new  vehicle  "Road  to  Singapore" By  this 

time  she's  gotta,  after  a  flying  dive  at  nourishment,  get  back  to 

the  Paramount  Theater  again followed  by  a  radio  broadcast 

back  for  another  p.a then  back  for  a  re-broadcast  at 

midnight If s  exhausting  to  even  think  about  it! After 

a  day  like  this  she  planed  out  last  night  for  Florida! The 

gal  obviously  should  adopt  as  her  theme  song:  "Lamour,  toujours, 
Lamour" 

T  ▼  T 


•      •      •     SARONG, 
than  censored 


.  or   no   sarong she's  more  to  be  pitied 


«      «       « 
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SAY  U.  K.  "FREEZES" 

U.S.  FIRMS' DIVIDENDS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

said  that  American  companies  can- 
not receive  dividends  or  profits  from 
their  English  holdings.  ^t 

While  U.  S.  companies  aAtefble 
to  withdraw  50  per  cent  of  thiPlbtal 
revenue  derived  from  film  rentals 
on  features,  it  was  said  that  United 
Artists  can  receive  none  of  the  pos- 
sible dividends  from  its  holdings  in 
the  Odeon  circuit,  nor  can  Para- 
mount bring  to  the  U.  S.  any  part 
of  the  revenue  due  the  company  from 
its  operation  of  two  London  the- 
aters. 

Loew's  and  20th  Century-Fox  are 
similarly  affected  by  their  holdings 
in  Gaumont  British  and  Warners  by 
its  investment  in  its  London  "show 
window"  and  Teddington  studios. 

It  was  also  said  that  these  rules 
also  apply  to  newsreels,  distribu- 
tion of  which  in  England  brings  no 
actual  cash  to  the  U.  S. 


Virginia's  Boiler  Measure 

Stirs  Exhibs.'  Opposition 


Richmond 


Charles  A.   Somma, 


chairman  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee, MPTO  of  Virginia,  is  lead- 
ing an  exhib.  fight  against  parts  of 
the  pending  boiler  bill,  which  au- 
thorizes the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mission which  shall  have  the  right 
to  make  rules  and  regulations  hav- 
ing the  effect  of  law  relating  to  the 
"safe  and  proper  construction,  in- 
stallation, repair,  use  and  operation 
of  boilers."  Exhib.  interests  fear 
the  broad  power  may  include  the 
rights  to  specify  the  qualifications 
of  the  employes  who  tend  the  boilers. 
Other  measures  to  which  the  com- 
mittee and  counsel  have  been  giving 
their  attention  include:  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  use  of  school  buildings  and 
grounds  for  motion  picture  shows 
and  other  entertainment  not  for  \ 
charity  or  educational  purposes  in 
certain  localities  where  such  use 
competes  with  commercial  motion 
picture  theaters;  a  bill  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sion to  draft  a  building  code,  the 
committee  favoring  its  principles; 
a  bill  to  regulate  and  control  the 
installation  of  electric  wiring,  etc.; 
a  bill  requiring  carnivals  to  regis- 
ter and  give  bond,  introduced  at  the 
request  of  the  committee  and  re- 
ported favorably  by  the  House  Fi- 
nance Committee;  a  bill  strengthen- 
ing restrictions  on  dance  halls, 
which  has  passed  the  House. 


It's  Epidemic 

An  epidemic  of  appendectomies  de- 
scended on  Altec  inspectors  this  month, 
putting  A.  A.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  E.  J. 
Townsend  of  New  York,  and  M.  O.  Over- 
mire  of  Seattle  on  hospital  operating 
tables. 
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.v   .V  REVIEWS  OF  THE  hCUJ  FlLfllS  :<   :< 


"Vengeance  of  the 
Deep" 

with  Lloyd  Hughes,  Shirley  Ann  Richards 
AstQiJictures  70  Mins. 

I  1ER  ABOUT  SOUTH  SEA  PEARL 
FISHING  OKAY  AS  PROGRAMMER  FOR 
NABES. 

Produced  by  Cinesound  in  Australia,  and 
taken  mostly  on  and  around  Thursday  Island 
in  the  South  Seas,  this  new  Astor  release 
should  do  all  right  as  a  second  feature  in 
nahe  houses.  Picture  has  a  glamorous  back- 
ground and  a  sufficient  amount  of  action  to 
make  it  interesting.  Lloyd  Hughes  does  well 
in  the  lead  role  and  he  gets  adequate  sup- 
port from  Australian  players  Shirley  Ann 
Richards,  James  Raglan,  Elaine  Hamill  and 
Sydney  Wheeler.  Hughes,  a  noted  concert 
pianist,  leaves  London  to  seek  pearls  in  the 
South  Seas  at  the  whim  of  Miss  Hamill,  to 
whom  he  is  tentatively  engaged.  However, 
once  there,  he  discovers  that  the  kind  of 
life  he  leads  as  a  pearl  diver  is  better  in 
every  other  respect  than  his  former  exis- 
tence as  a  social  lion.  Naturally  there  is  a 
young  girl,  Miss  Richards,  whom  Hughes 
falls  in  love  with  when  he  discovers  that  Miss 
Hamill  had  worked  the  pearl  gag  on  others. 
There  is  a  fair  amount  of  amusing  comedy, 
and  some  good  suspense  in  a  diving  sequence. 

CAST:  Lloyd  Hughes,  Shirley  Ann  Rich- 
ards, Elaine  Hamill,  James  Raglan,  Campbell 
Copelin,  Sydney  Wheeler,  Frank  Harvey, 
Ronald  Whelan,  Alec  Kellaway,  Leslie  Vic- 
tor, Marcelle  Marney,  Charlie  Chan. 

CREDITS:  Producer  and  Director,  Ken  G. 
Hall;  Screenplay,  Frank  Harvey;  Cameraman, 
George  Heath;  Editor,  William  Shepherd. 

""DIRECTION,  0.  K.   PHOTOGRAPHY,  Fair. 


Conn.  Fireproof  Ruling 

Seen  Curtailing  Vaude 

New  Haven — The  Department  of 
State  Police  has  notified  exhibitors 
in  the  State  that  stage  shows  of  any 
kind  will  be  prohibited  in  houses 
which  do  not  adhere  to  the  fireproof 
prosecenium  construction  and  as- 
bestos  curtain  regulations. 

Already  affected  art  the  Saybrook 
and  Madison  houses  of  Leo  Bonoff, 
and  the  Plainfield,  operated  by  Mich- 
ael Daly.  The  Strand,  Plainville, 
and  several  other  houses  it  is  as- 
serted will  be  forced  to  close  shortly. 

None  of  the  many  newly-con- 
structed neighborhood  or  small  town 
theaters  comply  with  these  restric- 
tions, it  is  noted.  Loew-Poli  older 
houses  in  Waterbury,  Bridgeport, 
Meriden,  and  New  Haven  will  how- 
ever, be  able  to  continue  vaude 
without  interference  or  with  minor 
repairs. 


Reeves  Rites  Tomorrow 

Elks  funeral  rights  will  be  held 
at  the  Fred  Herbst  Sons  Chapel, 
Brooklyn,  tomorrow  for  Al  Reeves, 
76,  veteran  actor,  manager  and  pro- 
ducer, who  died  suddenly  in  Kings 
County  Hospital. 


"Mystery  in  Swing" 

with  F.  E.  Miller,  Monte  Hawley, 

International  Roadshow-Dreifuss       76  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

NICELY  HANDLED  MYSTERY  WITH 
ALL-COLORED  CAST  SHOULD  DO  WELL 
IN  OWN  SPHERE. 

A  nicely  handled  mystery  with  a  well- 
chosen  all-colored  cast,  this  production 
should  be  well  received  by  the  negro  trade 
for  which  it  was  meant.  The  story  has  been 
developed  in  an  interesting  fashion,  the  ac- 
tion is  well  paced,  comedy  appears  at  various 
intervals,  and  with  much  of  the  doings 
around  a  night  club,  there's  music  and  danc- 
ing. Ceepee  Johnson  and  his  tomtoms,  and 
The  Four  Toppers  make  this  part  of  the  bill 
very  entertaining.  The  cast  members  handle 
their  jobs  capably,  with  Monte  Hawley,  as 
the  reporter,  and  F.  E.  Miller,  the  comedian, 
most  effective.  The  production  technically 
is  first  rate.  Arthur  Dreifuss  directed  from 
a  script  by  Arthur  Hoerl.  Prince  Ellis,  a 
trumpet  player,  is  found  dead  from  poison 
that  was  on  the  mouthpiece  of  his  trumpet. 
Joan  Edwards'  death,  when  she  is  about  to 
reveal  the  identity  of  the  murderer,  was 
caused  by  the  same  kind  of  poison  which 
was  on  the  knife  that  stabbed  her.  Monte 
Hawley,  a  reporter,  is  very  much  interested 
in  the  case,  because  his  girl  friend's  father 
is  one  of  the  suspects.  Hawley's  idea  is  to 
have  a  faked  reading  of  the  Prince's  will.  In 
attendance  are  the  suspects.  Each  is  men- 
tioned in  the  will  and  is  given  his  choice  of 
some  one  of  the  Prince's  belongings.  The 
Prince's  friend  and  fellow  trumpet  player, 
Alfred  Grant,  requests  the  Prince's  trumpet, 
and  when  asked  to  play  refuses.  Hawley 
then   knows   he   is  the  guilty   man. 

CAST:  F.  E.  Miller,  Monte  Hawley,  Mar- 
guerite Whitten,  Tommie  Moore,  Edward 
Thompson,  Jess  Lee  Brooks,  Joan  Edwards, 
Sybil  Lewis,  Robert  Webb,  Buck  Woods, 
Thomas  Southern,  Halley  Harding,  Leonard 
Christmas,  Charles  Andrews,  Earle  Morris, 
the  Four  Toppers,  Ceepee  Johnson  and  his 
orchestra. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Arthur  Dreifuss;  As- 
sociate Producer,  Rudolph  Brent;  Director, 
Arthur  Dreifuss;  Screenplay,  Arthur  Hoerl; 
Added  Dialogue,  F.  E.  Miller,  William 
Werckentheim;  Cameraman,  Mack  Stengler; 
Musical  Director,  Russ  Di  Maggio;  Score 
played  by  Ceepee  Johnson;  Songs  by  Ceepee 
Johnson. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 

U.  S.  Distribs.  Exporting 
Fewer  "C's"  to  Argentine 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable) — Cur- 
tailing by  American  companies  of 
Class  "C"  film  distribution  in  the 
local  market,  is  held  here  to  account 
for  the  decline  numerically  of  U.  S. 
product,  and,  incidentally,  of  the  to- 
tal  releases   imported. 

According  to  preliminary  esti- 
mates, some  65  features  are  plan- 
ned by  Argentina's  studios  during 
1940,  with  the  following  companies' 
scheduled  being  tentatively  an- 
nounced: Argentine  Sono  Film,  15; 
Lumiton,  8;  E.F.A.,  10;  Pampa  Film, 
10;  Rio  de  la  Plata,  6;  Patria,  2; 
Mendez  Delfino,  2;  Nira,  1;  Buenos 
Aires  Film,  6;  Side,  1;  and  Atlas,  4. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Paramount  Pictorial" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Interesting  Reel 

A  first-class  demonstration  of  how 
to  fly  a  plane  is  given  in  this  reel 
as  the  camera  goes  aloft  with  a 
novice  pilot  making  his  first  solo 
flight.  An  excellent  narration  for 
the  sequence  is  provided  by  Bill  Far- 
ren.  Remainder  of  the  short  is  de- 
voted to  showing  how  men's  hats  are 
made,  and  it  is  a  highly  interesting 
procedure.  What  comprises  a  fin- 
ished fedora  from  the  time  it  is  raw 
fur  until  it  is  blocked  and  readied 
for  sale  is  depicted.  Tom  Shirley 
provides  the  commentary  for  this 
sequence. 


"Finland  Speaks" 
Hoffberg  Productions,  Inc. 

10%  mins. 
Excellent  Subject 

Produced  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  government  of  the  Republic  of 
Finland,  this  short  is  an  excellent 
one-reel  subject  worthy  of  playing 
time  in  any  theater.  It  is  extreme- 
ly timely  in  addition  to  its  content 
merit.  Effectively  and  graphically 
depicting  the  Finnish  nation,  it 
shows  the  struggle  of  the  Fnnish  peo- 
ple themselves  to  wrest  a  living  from 
their  natural  resources.  God-fearing, 
industrious,  ingenious  and  cleanly, 
the  Finns  are  depicted  at  work  and 
at  play  as  they  modernize  their  coun- 
try, improve  their  living  conditions, 
build  great  industries  and  educate 
their  children.  And  then,  the  short 
depicts  the  holocaust  of  war  which  is 
slowly  leveling  their  proud  and  mod- 
ern cities,  destroying  their  industries 
and  killing  the  population.  A  fine 
narration  is  provided  by  Maurice 
Hart.  Exhibitors  should  do  good 
business  with  the  subject  as  it 
readily  lends  itself  to  exploitation. 


47  Members  of  RCA  Family 
Cited  for  Awards  by  NAM 

Forty-seven  members  of  the  RCA 
organization  are  numbered  among 
the  500  industrial  engineers  and 
scientists  named  by  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Manufacturers  to  re- 
ceive awards  as  "Modern  Pioneers 
on  American  Frontiers  of  Industry," 
it  was  announced  last  night. 

Among  the  47  were  the  following, 
cited  for  contributions  in  the  spheres 
of  television  and  films: 

Randall  C.  Ballard,  Alda  V.  Bed- 
ford, Rene  Albert  Braden,  George 
H.  Brown,  Clenn  L.  Dimmick,  Dud- 
ley E.  Foster,  Ralph  S.  Holmes,  Har- 
ley  A.  lams,  Ray  D.  Kell,  Humboldt 
W.  Leverenz,  Harry  F.  Olson,  Wil- 
liam A.  Tolson,  Arthur  W.  Vance, 
Julius  Weinberger  and  Vladimir  K. 
Zworykin,  the  latter  receiving  a  spe- 
cial national  award. 


"The  Baker's  Wife" 

(French  dialogue,  English  titles) 
The  Baker's  Wife,  Inc.  98  Mins. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Screen  com- 
edy has  rarely  reached  the  heights  of 
laughter  and  compassion  that  it  does 
in  this  film,  it  is  at  once  joyous  and 
profoundly  moving. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  "The  Baker's 
Wife"  is  a  true  comedy  and  a  delight- 
ful one. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Film  is  delightfully 
impish  and  pathetic  by  turns. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by  Mar- 
cel Pagnol.  PLAYERS:  Raimu,  Ginette  Le- 
clerc,  Charles  Moulin. 


"People  Of  The  Hogbo 
Farm" 

(Swedish  dialogue,  English  titles) 
Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures  93  Mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  The  fans  will  find 
plenty  to  laugh  at  in  this  earthy,  and 
sometimes  raucous,  comedy. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  A  likeable 
and  entertaining  screen  folk  drama. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  An  excep- 
tionally lively  and  ingratiating  speci- 
men of  Scandinavian  folk  melodrama. 

CREDITS:  Nordisk  Tonefilm  Production; 
Director,  Arne  Weel.  PLAYERS:  Anna  Lisa 
Ericsson,  Peter  Hoglund,  Carl  Strom. 


"The  Absent  Minded" 

(Italian  dialogue,  no  English  titles) 
B.  Marazzi  79  Mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  New  Musco  comedy 
will  amuse  Italian  fans. 

WORLD  TELEGRAM:  Production 
is  weak  in  technical  departments,  but 
devotees  will  probably  be  willing  to 
forgive  all  for  another  of  the  Musco 
chortles. 

CREDITS:  Capitanr  Film  Production;  Di- 
rector, G.  Righelli.  PLAYERS:  Angelo  Mus- 
co, Checco  Durante,  Franco  Coopo. 

"Birth  of  a  Nation"  Gets 
Green  Light  in  Chi.  Court 

Chicago — Judge  Donald  McKinley 
yesterday  ordered  the  Police  Depart- 
ment to  cease  interference  with 
"Birth  of  a  Nation,"  which  police 
stopped  recently  at  the  Admiral  The- 
ater on  Lawrence  Ave.  The  court 
ruled  that  an  injunction  issued  March 
5,  1917  against  police  interference 
was  still  effective.  The  film  will  be 
shown  at  Sonotone  Theater,  starting 
Friday. 

Mae  West  as  DuBarry? 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Broadway's  "DuBarry 
Was  a  Lady"  may  become  a  Mae 
West  vehicle.  Universal  is  reported 
talking  a  deal  for  the  rights  to  the 
play. 


Wednesday,  February  28,  1940 


%  PIX  TO  BE  RAPPED 
BY  NORTHWEST  ALLIED 


(Continued  from  Parte  1) 

terms  because  of  the  picture's  ex- 
ceptional showing  in  this  territory. 
GWTW  rang  up  a  $100,000  gross  in 
its  three  weeks  here  and  did  smash 
business  as  well  in  Milwaukee,  Des 
Moines  and  Omaha. 

The  convention,  it  is  forecast,  will 
point  out  that  holdovers  by  key  city 
first-runs  is  resulting  in  a  shortage 
of  product,  with  subsequents  suf- 
fering severely. 

On  the  special  convention  commit- 
tee which  has  invited  independent 
exhibitors  of  Minnesota,  North  and 
South  Dakota,  western  Wisconsin 
and  upper  Michigan  to  attend  are: 
Ben  Friedman,  Ben  Berger,  A.  A. 
Kaplan,  Max  Torador  and  Ben  Ashe, 
Minneapolis,  and  George  Granstrum, 
St.  Paul.  E.  L.  Peaslee,  Stillwater, 
vice-president,  will  preside  at  the 
gatherings. 

Serving  on  the  convention  commit- 
tee are:  Will  Glaser,  Fairbault; 
Andy  Anderson,  Detroit  Lakes;  Don 
Buckley,  Redwood  Falls;  W.  D.  Go- 
wan,  Ortonville;  S.  J.  Blackmore, 
Duluth;  Herman  Jochims,  Luverne; 
W.  R.  Hiller,  Marshall;  C.  L.  Hil- 
ler,  Crookston,  and  Jack  Wright, 
Red  Wing,  all  in  Minnesota,  and 
John  Piller,  Valley  City,  N.  D.;  Jack 
Heywood,  New  Richland,  Wis., 
and  J.  A.  Anderson,  Plankinton, 
S.  D. 


William  Bitzer  Stricken; 
Seriously  III  at  St.  Lukes 

William  Bitzer,  67,  pioneer  film 
cameraman,  among  whose  notable 
works  was  the  "shooting"  of  "The 
Birth  of  a  Nation  "  during  his  as- 
sociation with  D.  W.  Griffith,  is  seri- 
ously ill  in  St.  Lukes  Hospital  here. 

He  was  stricken  on  Sunday  while 
working  in  the  Museum  of  Modern 
Art's   film   library. 


"Finland  Speaks"  Ready 

"Finland  Speaks,"  short  subject 
produced  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  Finnish  government,  is  ready 
for  immediate  release,  it  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Hoffberg  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  distributors.  Reel 
runs  10%  minutes  with  a  narration 
provided   by  Maurice   Hart. 


"Baker's  Wife"  Runs  Ahead 

"The  Baker's  Wife,"  French  pix, 
was  reported  as  out-drawing  "Har- 
vest" at  the  World  by  40  per  cent 
yesterday.  Showing  was  made  de- 
spite the  handicap  of  a  snow  storm. 


Next,  "East  Lynne" 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Warners  is  reported  plan- 
ning to  make  "The  Story  of  East  Lynne" 
with  Barbara  Stanywck  and  John  Boles  in 
the  leads,  with  Bryan  Foy  producing. 


Neely  Bill  Means  Higher  Film  Costs, 
Depinet  Warns  Heads  of  Civic  Groups 


(Continued 

of  an  eight-page  booklet,  "Ques- 
tions and  Answers  Clarifying  the 
Neely  bill,"  written  by  Harry  Gold- 
berg, director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  for  Warner  theaters. 

In  addition  to  execs,  of  civic  or- 
ganizations, copies  of  Depinet's  let- 
ter and  of  the  Goldberg  booklet 
analyzing  the  Neely  bill  are  being 
sent  by  Leon  Bamberger,  RKO  sales 
promotion  manager,  to  all  exhibs., 
circuit  officials  and  house  managers 
whose  names  appear  on  the  com- 
pany's regular  sales  promotion  list. 

Depinet  in  his  letter  says: 

"The  impractical  features  of 
the  bill  are  found  in  Sections  3 
and  4.  Under  the  provisions  of 
Section  3,  we  believe  it  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  sell  more 
than  one  picture  at  a  time  to 
the  exhibitor  because  of  the  se- 
vere restrictions  and  penalties 
in  the  proposed  law.  According 
to  the  Neely  bill,  if  our  sales- 
man, for  instance,  were  to  offer 
just  two  pictures  at  the  same 
time  and  put  a  different  price 
on  each,  he  would  be  open  to 
the  accusation  that,  knowing  the 
exhibitor  strongly  desired  one 
of  these  pictures,  he  purposely 
placed  an  excessive  price  on  it 
and  a  lower  price  on  the  other 
one,  and  thus  really  forced  the 
exhibitor  to  buy  both  of  them 
in  order  to  maintain  the  the- 
ater's normal  average  cost  per 
picture — a  practice  prohibited  by 
the  bill.  Therefore  we  can  see 
no  other  alternative  than  to 
sell  only  one  picture  at  a  time, 
a  procedure  bound  to  drastical- 
ly increase  selling  costs,  there- 
by eliminating  any  chance  of 
being  accused  of  tying  one  pic- 
ture to  another  in  making  a  sale. 

"Section  4  demands  that  we 
furnish  the  exhibitor  a  complete 
synopsis  of  each  picture  at  the 
time  it  is  sold.  (Most  sales  are 
made  prior  to  the   start  of,  or 
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during,  production.)  This  sec- 
tion is  impractical  because  of 
necessary  changes  which  are 
made  after  pictures  enter  pro- 
duction at  the  studio,  and  the 
penalties  are  so  high  ($5,000 
fine  and/or  imprisonment)  for 
not  furnishing  an  accurate 
synopsis  at  time  of  sale  that  we 
wouldn't  dare  attempt  such  a 
procedure,  but  would  have  to 
change  our  marketing  method 
so  as  to  complete  the  produc- 
tion of  every  picture  before  we 
sold  it.  This  would  cause 
financing  troubles  for  us,  re- 
duced production,  and  conse- 
quently a  large  increase  in  un- 
employment. 

"In    other    words    the    Neely 
bill   will   not   do   what   its   pro- 
ponents    expect,     but     it     will 
bring  a  severe  hardship  on  the 
industry  and  the  public.    If  you 
desire  additional  information,  we 
will  be  glad  to  send  it.     In  the 
interests   of  better  motion  pic- 
utres,   we   urge  you  to  immed- 
iately write  or  wire  your  Con- 
gressman,   your    opposition    to 
the   Neely  bill  No.   S-280." 
Goldberg's    booklet    charges    that 
"the  chief  inspiration  of  the  Neely 
bill    is    the    attempt    of   a    minority 
of  theater  owners  to  create  a  public 
opinion  that  they  can  use  as  a  club 
against    their    competitors.        They 
are    endeavoring    to    get    a    trading 
advantage  by  using  the  force  of  the 
government      and      public      opinion 
against  their  competitors." 

SDG  Against  Neely  BUI; 
To  Join  Fight  in  Wash. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Executive  board  of 
the  Screen  Directors  Guild  has 
adopted  a  resolution  strongly  op- 
posing the  Neely  bill  because  of  its 
synopsis  and  blind-selling  clauses. 
Two  members  of  the  guild  will  be 
sent  to  Washington  to  join  in  the 
fight  against  proposed  measure. 


White  With  Terry-Toons  N. 

in  Promotional  Capacity 


Gordon  White,  prominent  film  pub- 
licist, joins  the  promotional  forces 
of  Terry-Toons,  effective  today,  and 
will  headquarter  at  the  organiza- 
tion's   studios  in   New   Rochelle. 

Acquisition  of  White's  services  by 
Paul  Terry,  producer  of  Terry- 
Toons,  is  in  line  with  the  latter's 
recently  initiated  moves  to  gener- 
ally strengthen  the  promotional  de- 
partment. White's  experience  in  the 
script  end  of  shorts  played  a  part 
in  his  appointment. 


Quint  Heads  New  Firm 

Worcester,  Mass.  —  Milton  Quint 
has  been  elected  president  and  treas- 
urer of  the  newly  incorporated  East- 
ern   Theaters    Co.,   here. 


J.  Allied  to  Protest 
Civil  Rights  Law  Change 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ater  for  barring  a  person  from  ad- 
mittance would  be  awarded  to  the 
complainant  instead  of  being  paid 
to  the  state. 

Approximately  20  members  at- 
tended a  luncheon  meeting  in  the 
Sardi  Bldg.  A  state-wide  meeting 
has  been  called  for  March  21,  when 
a  beefsteak  dinner  will  follow  the 
sessions  at  the  Ritz  Restaurant, 
Passaic. 


Nelson  Recuperating 

Richmond,  Va. — Leon  Nelson,  Jr., 
Warner  head  checker  for  this  terri- 
tory, is  recuperating  from  an  appen- 
dicitis operation  at  the  Stuart  Cir- 
cle Hospital. 


ORDER  GN  ASSETS 
LIST  BE  PREPARED 
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Peter  B.  Olney,  following  a  stormy 
session  on  Monday  when  attorneys 
for  bidders  charged  that  a  tfjoup 
of  individuals  had  formed  th^gjEo- 
hawk  Film  Co.  for  the  purpo&'/of 
disposing  of  the  assets,  including 
story  rights,  on  a  percentage  basis. 
Dannenberg,  it  was  said,  was  willing 
to  accept  the  Mohawk  deal,  but  vig- 
orous objections  from  others  blocked 
the  move. 

Prospective  bidders  claimed  that 
they  were  unable  to  obtain  from  Dan- 
nenberg a  list  of  the  assets.  A  ver- 
bal battle  over  this  issue  reportedly 
followed  between  Dannenberg  and 
Bert  Mayers,  attorney  for  Spectrum 
Pictures  and  others.  Bids  for  the 
assets  were  to  have  been  made  by 
Astor  Pictures,  Guaranteed  Pictures, 
Producers  Laboratories  and  individ- 
uals. 


Edwards  Forms  New  Firm 
for  Non-Theatrical  Field 
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churches,  shut-in  institutions  and 
similar  markets.  Herb  T.  Edwards 
is  the  president.  He  was  formerly 
president  of  Commonwealth  Pictures 
Corp.  and  general  manager  of  Bea- 
con Films.  Edwards  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  film  biz  for  15  years 
and  was  a  pioneer  in  the  non-the- 
atrical field. 

Company  has  already  purchased 
30  Hollywood-made  features  for  dis- 
tribution and  is  now  negotiating  with 
producers  for  20  more  features  and 
a  program  of  shorts  for  distribution 
this  season,  it  was  said.  It  was 
stated  that  they  do  not  propose  to 
distribute  the  product  in  a  manner 
which  will  interfere  or  compete 
with  regular  theatrical  distribution. 
Offices  have  been  opened  at  1560 
Broadway. 


Marionette  "Pinocchio" 
Opens  at  Belmont  Mar.  9 

Arnold  Van  Leer  will  present  the 
Suzari  Marionettes  in  "Pinocchio" 
at  the  Belmont,  opening  March  9  for 
an  extended  run.  Show,  to  be  staged 
three  times  daily,  is  based  on  the 
Yasha  Frank  version,  produced  by 
the  Federal  Theater  Project. 


Local  702  to  Dance 

Second  annual  dance  of  Local  702, 
Laboratory  Technicians,  has  been  set 
for  April  6  at  the  Edison.  Enter- 
tainment and  dance  will  be  held  in 
the  Grand  Ballroom. 


Bingo  Substitutes 

Bloomfield,  N.  J. — With  Bingo  banned 
in  Essex  and  adjacent  counties,  substi- 
tute games  are  making  their  appearances. 
They  include  Tally,  Balot  and  Pig-N-a- 
Bag.  Police  are  considering  test  cases, 
it  is  reported. 


Who's  Who  in  Production? 

Who's  Who  in  Distribution? 

Who's  Who  in  Exhibition? 

Who's  Who  in  the 

Equipment  Field? 

*7<4e  anlw&iA,  one.  all  ut  the.  194-0  fyilm  yean 
BooJz  umiak  uUU  iaosi  be.  n&adu,  lob  dliindJudloH. 

to  all  IwhicsUbeAA,  to 
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MALGO  AND  SAENGER    Majors'  Statements  on  Cancellations 


SET  GWTW  CONTRACTS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sistance  in  this  territory  to  the  70 
per  cent  terms. 

Newspapers  in  Shreveport  and 
Monroe,  La.,  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  have 
been  critical  of  the  delay  in  the 
presentation  of  GWTW,  the  fact  that 
the  picture  was  playing-  here  rank- 
ling. 

GWTW  ends  a  five  weeks'  run  at 
Loew's  State  here  this  week.  Prod- 
uct jam  is  instanced  in  the  fact  that 
Metro's  "Dr.  Kildare"  finally  went 
into  the  rival  Saenger,  the  first 
Metro  pix  to  play  there  in  about 
five  years. 


GWTW  Morning  Matinees 
Drawing  Best  in  Nashville 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  GWTW  mati- 
nees at  Loew's,  have  invariably 
drawn  better  at  10  a.m.  than  2:30 
p.m.  Local  managers  wonder  if  this 
means  that  earlier  daytime  shows 
would  draw  better  or  if  it  simply 
means  that  housewives  would  rather 
be  late  for  lunch  than  the  evening 
dinner. 


Indianapolis — Total  of  126,700  per- 
sons saw  GWTW  at  Loew's  Theater 
during  the  four  weeks'  run. 


Worcester,  Mass.— GWTW  shat- 
tered all  Worcester  b.o.  records, 
grossing  approximately  $67,000  dur- 
ing its  engagement  of  four  weeks 
less  one  day.  It  played  to  76,000 
persons. 

Milwaukee— GWTW  is  in  its  fifth 
and  final  week  at  Fox's  Palace  the- 
ater. 


San    Antonio   —   GWTW    grossed 
$18,000  in  its  first  week  at  the  Texas. 


Two  Niagara  Falls  Houses 
Start  "Pinocchio"  Mar.  9 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. — Disney's 
"Pinocchio"  opens  at  Shea's  Belle- 
vue  and  the  Cataract  day-and-date 
on  March  9. 


Buffalo— RKO  has  set  "Pinocchio" 
for  the  Great  Lakes  theater  March  1. 


St.  Louis — "Pinocchio"  hows  in  lo- 
cally at  the  Fox  March  7. 


N.  E.  Exhibs.  Meet  March  12 

Boston  —  Frank  Lydon,  president 
of  Independent  Exhibitors,  has  set 
Tuesday,  March  12,  as  the  date  for 
an  "important  business  meeting"  de- 
tails of  which  have  not  been  made 
public.  Conference  set  for  last  week 
was  postponed  because  of  blizzard 
conditions. 


Would  Fly  For  Finns 

Richmond,  Va. — Joe  Fields,  mem- 
ber of  the  service  staff  of  the  Byrd 
Theater,  has  applied  for  active  ser- 
vice with  the  Finnish  Army.  Joe 
is  a  student  flyer,  making  his  first 
solo  flight  last  week. 


Disclose  Varying  Policies  in  Effect 


(Continued 
without  newsreels? 
4.  Have     all     score     charges 

been   eliminated  ? 

With  the  exception  of  the  ques- 
tion involving  cancellations,  the 
answers  from  each  company  were 
approximately  the  same.  All  de- 
clared that  they  were  not  asking 
score  charges  and  all  denied  they 
were  forcing  shorts  on  feature  con- 
tracts. While  several  companies 
previously  had  stated  their  sales 
policies,  it  is  the  first  time  the  can- 
cellation position  of  all  has  been 
definitely  and  officially  defined. 

Wood  asked  his  members  to  no- 
tify his  office  if  the  companies  had 
violated  their  written  promises. 

Individual  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions as  released  by  Wood  follow: 

RKO  RADIO  (By  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
vice-president):  1,  Our  exhibition 
contract  carries  a  10  per  cent  can- 
cellation privilege;  2,  Our  features 
can  be  leased  without  short  subjects; 
3,  Our  features  can  be  leased  with- 
out newsreels;  4,  Score  charges 
have  been  abandoned. 


PARAMOUNT  (By  J.  J.  Unger, 
division  manager):  i,  On  accounts 
that  buy  our  entire  feature  output, 
our  cancellation  privileges  are  20  per 
cent  for  those  accounts  whose  aver- 
age price  is  less  than  $100;  15  per 
cent  for  those  whose  average  is  $100 
to  $250;  and  10  per  cent  for  those 
whose  average  is  over  $250;  2,  Fea- 
tures may  be  purchased  without 
short  subjects;  3,  Features  may  be 
purchased  without  news  releases;  4, 
Score  charges,  as  such,  have  been 
eliminated. 

UNITED  ARTISTS  (By  Harry  L. 
Gold,  vice-president):  1,  We  sell  the 
product  of  each  producer  individu- 
ally; 2,  Because  of  our  policy  of 
selling  each  producer's  product  in- 
dividually, our  short  subjects  are 
sold  individually;  3,  We  do' not  han- 
dle newsreels;  4,  Score  charges  dis- 
continued several  years  ago. 


WARNERS  (By  Carl  Leserman, 
assistant  to  the  general  sales  man- 
ager): 1,  An  exhibitor  who  licenses 
all  feature  motion  pictures  offered 
shall  have  the  right,  if  he  be  not  in 
default,  to  eliminate  proportionately 
among  the  several  brackets,  20  per 
cent  of  the  total  number  of  fea- 
tures licensed,  if  the  average  of  the 
license  fees  for  all  features  shall  not 
exceed  $100,  and  10  per  cent  if  such 
average  is  in  excess  of  $100;  2,  No 
exhibitor  will  be  required  to  license 
short  subjects,  trailers  or  reissues 
as  a  condition  of  licensing  features; 


from  Page  1) 

3,  No  newsreels;  4,  No  recording 
charge  will  be  made  in  connection 
with  the  licensing  of  any  of  our 
feature  pictures. 


COLUMBIA  (By  A.  Montague, 
general  sales  manager) :  1,  As  the 
large  majority  of  our  accounts  do 
not  buy  100  per  cent  of  our  product, 
we  have  not  found  it  necessary  to 
make  a  general  announcement  re- 
garding cancellation.  Our  sales  force 
has  been  informed  that  they  are  to 
deal  with  each  account,  where  we 
sell  100  per  cent  of  our  product,  so 
that  the  individual  theater  will  be 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  privi- 
leges granted  it;  2,  The  answer 
is  definitely  yes.  We,  as  you  know, 
have  never  forced  "shorts";  3,  No 
newsreels;  4,  We  make  no  separate 
charge   for    score   charges. 


UNIVERSAL  (By  W.  A.  Scully, 
general  sales  manager):  1,  To  the 
exhibitors  who  purchase  our  prod- 
uct 100  per  cent  we  will  be  pleased 
to  extend  a  10,  15  or  20  per  cent 
cancellation  privilege,  scaled  accord- 
ing to  film  rentals;  2,  Our  Feature 
Contract  can  be  purchased  without 
short  subjects;  3,  Our  Features  can 
also  be  purchased  without  news- 
reels;  4,  We  have  no  score  charge. 


METRO  (By  W.  F.  Rodgers,  gen- 
eral sales  manager) :  1,  To  those 
customers  who  lease  all  product  of- 
fered, and  are  not  in  material  de- 
fault, 20  per  cent  elimination  where 
the  average  rental  is  $100  or  less; 
15  per  cent  where  the  average  rental 
is  in  excess  of  $100  and  not  more 
than  $250,  and  10  per  cent  where  the 
average  rental  is  in  excess  of  $250; 
2  and  3,  Will  not  insist  upon  short 
subjects,  newsreels  or  trailer  repre- 
sentation as  a  condition  of  licensing 
its  feature  products;  4,  No  score 
charges. 


20th-FOX  (By  Herman  Wobber, 
general  manager  of  distribution): 
"Let  me  say  that  we  have  been  sell- 
ing our  contracts  in  line  with  the 
general  practice  of  the  major  com- 
panies. We  are  not  insisting  upon 
the  sale  of  our  short  subjects  and  we 
know  of  no  instances  where  they 
were  forced  upon  any  exhibitors — 
and  that  also  applies  to  our  News- 
reel.  Naturally,  we  are  anxious  to 
sell  them  to  all  accounts.  Score 
charges  have  been  eliminated.  If 
any  exhibitor,  when  contracting  with 
us,  desires  it,  he  may  have  the  can- 
cellation privileges  as  set  forth  in 
the  proposed  Trade  Pracice  Code  of 
last   Spring." 


Mayer  to  Attend  Am  pa  Meet 

Arthur  Mayer  of  the  Rialto  The- 
ater, is  the  latest  addition  to  the 
guest  list  for  tomorrow's  Ampa 
meeting  to  be  held  at  Jack  Demp- 
sey's  Restaurant. 


New  Indie  In  Jackson 

Jackson,  Miss. — Opening  of  the 
pix,  new  deluxe  nabe,  is  scheduled 
for  next  Monday  as  new  interests 
enter  the  exhibition  field  under  the 
management  of  W.  H.  Jones,  for- 
merly a  manager  of  Saenger. 


AKRON  EXHIBS,  LOSE 
GROUP  ACT  RATE  FIGHT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  publish  what  advertisements  they 
do  not  desire  to  publish." 

The  ruling  was  made  in  a  manda- 
mus action  brought  by  the  In^sxim- 
dent  Theater  Operators  Asscm,e<^on 
of  Akron,  to  compel  the  Akrorraea- 
con  Journal,  only  daily  newspaper 
here,  to  extend  them  a  group  rate 
for  their  advertising.  The  court 
dismissed  the  suit  by  sustaining  a 
demurrer  to  the  injunction  appli- 
cation which  was  filed  by  Attorney 
Donald  Gottwald. 

Th^  plaintiff  alleged  that  the  Bea- 
con Journal  accepts  advertising  of 
other  groups  with  no  restrictions  as 
to  minimum  space  and  claimed 
"rules"  which  the  Beacon  Journal 
seeks  to  impose  upon  the  Indepen- 
dent Theater  group  are  "unreason- 
able  and   discriminatory." 

It  was  further  alleged  that  a  news- 
paper is  impressed  with  public  in- 
terests and  is  in  effect  a  quasi-pub- 
lic corporation.  Judge  Hunsicker's 
finding  in  holding  against  this  con- 
tention was  "restrictions,  however, 
placed  upon  newspapers  are  moral 
in  large  measure  and  not  legal.  The 
legislatures  of  Ohio  and  of  the  sev- 
eral states  of  the  union  have  not  yet 
sought  to  interfere  with  that  one 
instrument  which  can  preserve  for 
us  our  democracy." 


Para.  Partners  to  Wage 

Neely  Battles  Separately 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  with  conferences  with  theater 
executives.  Balaban  said  the  theater 
department  would  not  join  forces  col- 
lectively to  defeat  the  measure,  but 
would  leave  the  campaign  up  to  each 
unit. 

During  the  Florida  huddles,  Bal- 
aban said, .  the  partners  exchanged 
views  and  opinions  on  current  oper- 
ating and  legislative  problems. 


Para.'s  Latin-American  GHQ 
Shifts  from  Cuba  to  Mexico 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

effective  March  1.  Robert  Graham, 
recently  named  assistant  to  Albert 
Pratchett,  division  manager,  has 
taken  over  the  management  of  the 
Mexico  City  office  where  Pratchett 
also  will  make  his  headquarters. 

Horwitz  Confirms  Resignation 

Cleveland — M.  B.  Horwitz,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Washington 
Circuit,  confirms  the  report  that  he 
has  resigned  as  treasurer  and  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Independent  Theater  Owners  of 
Ohio. 


Rep.  Takes  GN  Quarters 

Pittsburgh  —  The  local  Republic 
Exchange  has  leased  the  quarters 
formerly  occupied  by  Grand  Na- 
tional here,  and  will  use  this  addi- 
tional space  for  its  inspection,  ship- 
ping   and    storage    departments. 


Paramount  Planning  $30,000,000  Bodged  623(940 -41 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


{See  Column  2  Below) 
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Raps  Cost  Films  $15,000,000  Annually,  Ohio  170  Told 

U.  S.  ASKING  COURT  BANJNTIMIDATION^TTEMPTS 

N.  Y.  World's  Fair  Proposes  Joint  Exhibit  by  Majors 


Gibson   Outlines   Plan  Which 

Companies  Will  Weigh 

Individually 

A  definite  plan  whereby  the  ma- 
jor companies  would  participate  in 
a  joint  exhibit  at  the  New  York 
World's  Fair  was  laid  before  the 
MPPDA  members  in  a  meeting  at 
the  Hays  office  yesterday.  All  ma- 
jor companies  were  represented  at 
the   session. 

The  plan  was  mapped  out  and 
presented  by  Harvey  D.  Gibson, 
board  chairman  of  the  World's  Fair, 
who    informed    film    execs,    that    a 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


NETGONG  TRUST  SUIT 
ASKS  $330,000  BALM 


Newark,  N.  J.— A  $330,000  triple 
damage  suit  against  producers  and 
distributors,  filed  in  U.  S.  District 
Court  here  by  the  Netcong  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Inc.,  operator  of  the  Pal- 
ace at  Netcong,  charges  anti-teust 
violations  by  28  companies  and  21 
officials,  including  Will  H.  Hays, 
MPPDA  prexy. 

The  complaint,  filed  by  Edward 
R.  McGlynn,  alleges  restraint  by  the 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

Va.  High  Court  Holds  City 
Without  Censorship  Powers 

Richmond  —  The  State  Supreme 
Court  of  Appeals  has  held  that  a 
city  cannot  censor  a  film  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  State  Division 
of  Motion  Picture  Censorship. 

The  opinion,  concurred  unanimous- 
ly in  by  the  court,  was  handed  down 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Radio  City  Good  Investment, 
Insurance  Exec.  Tells  TNEC 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington    —    Frederick    Ecker, 

Metropolitan  Life's  board  chairman, 

told  the  TNEC  yesterday  that  New 

York's   Radio   City  was   one   of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Dies  Committee's  Industry  Investigation 

May  Have  Washington  or  Hollywood  Setting 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  Dies  Committee  is  undecided  as  to  the  scene  for  its  forthcom- 
ing hearings  on  Nazi-Communist  activities  on  the  West  Coast,  "including  those  of  the 
motion  picture  industry,"  Dr.  J.  B.  Matthews,  chief  investigator  for  the  committee, 
told  THE  FILM  DAILY  yesterday.  Hearings  may  be  held  either  here  or  in  Hollywood. 
Decision  as  to  this  and  the  date  hearings  will  start  will  be  reached  later.  Hearings, 
however,  will   be  public,   with   the  committee's   new   counsel,   unchosen,   conducting   them. 


$30,000,000  BUDGET 
AGAIN  FOR  PARAMOUNT 


Paramount's  production  budget 
for  the  1940-41  season  will  be  ap- 
proximately the  same  as  that  set  up 
for  the  current  program,  or  about 
$30,000,000,  Barney  Balaban,  presi- 
dent, told  trade  paper  representa- 
tives at  a  press  conference  yester- 
day. Balaban  said,  however,  that 
the  number  of  pictures  might  be  less 
than  those  announced  for  this  sea- 
son but  that  more  money  would  be 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Kinestone  Held  Entitled 

to  Ultra  Violet  Patent 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Right  of  Kinestone 
Patents  Corp.  to  a  patent  for  a  new 
method  of  printing  film  involving  an 
ultra   violet   system  was   upheld   by 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


OHIO  ITO  ATTACKS 
GOIN-IN-SLOT  PIX 


Columbus,  O. — Jimmy  Roosevelt's 
contract  with  the  Mills  Novelty  Co. 
for  films  to  be  used  in  coin-in-the- 
slot  machines  was  viewed  with  alarm 
at  the  convention  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio 
yesterday  at  the  Neil  House.  Martin 
Smith,  president  of  the  organization, 
asserted  that  another  box  office  men- 
ace is  being  born  in  the  Mills-Globe 
scheme.  In  Ohio,  Smith  said,  there 
are  18,000  bars  and  each  is  a  sure 
buyer  of  that  innovation  in  motion 
pictures. 

Developments  at  the  opening  ses- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Valencia  and  Paradise 

to  Start  GWTW  March  21 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  is  under- 
stood to  be  slated  for  two  more  the- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Destructive  Criticism  Costs  Industry 
$15,000,000  Annually,  Says  Richey 


Court  Finds  for  Altermans 
in  William  Isensee  Action 


In  a  decision  handed  down  yester- 
day by  Justice  Charles  C.  Lockwood 
of  the  Kings  County  Supreme  Court, 
a  motion  of  William  Isensee  to  have 
the  Court  appoint  a  receiver  for  the 
Long  Island  Motion  Picture  Co.  and 
the  Coy  Operating  Co.,  operators  of 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Columbus,  O. — Destructive  criti- 
cism is  costing  the  motion  picture 
industry  a  minimum  of  $15,000,000 
a  year,  H.  M.  Richey,  RKO's  direc- 
tor of  exhibitor  relations,  told  dele- 
gates to  the  ITO  of  Ohio  cnovention 
which  opened  at  the  Neil  House  here 
yesterday. 

Richey  asserted  that  he  had  not 
picked  that  $15,000,000  figure  out 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


D  of  J  Application  is  Based 
Upon  Affidavits  of  Three 
Exhibitors 

Notice  was  served  yesterday  by 
the  D  of  J  upon  major  defendants 
in  the  New  York  equity  suit  that  it 
will  apply  to  Federal  Judge  Henry 
W.  Goddard  at  3:30  p.m.  next  Tues- 
day for  an  order  restraining  the  ma- 
jors from  any  attempted  intimida- 
tion of  Government  witnesses,  at- 
torneys for  the  majors  revealed  last 
night. 

The  application,  which  is  based 
upon    affidavits    of   three    exhibitors 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


NO  GWTW  2ND  RUNS 
TILL  FIRSTS  PLAYED 


Chicago — No  second-runs  on  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  will  be  played  until 
all  first-runs  are  finished,  William 
F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales  chieftain, 
stated  here  yesterday.  He  would 
make  no  estimate  as  to  possible  do- 
mestic gross  on  the  picture,  but  said 
that  it  is  attracting  great  business  in 
all  sections  of  the  country. 

No  date  has  as  yet  been  set  for 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


50%  of  Screen  Writers  Got 
$120  Per  Week  in  1939 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — A  survey  made  by  the 
Screen  Writers  Guild  discloses  the 
fact  that  50  per  cent  of  screen 
writers  actively  engaged  in  Holly- 
wood in  1939  earned  less  than  $120 
per  week.      Survey  is  made   on  the 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


M-G-M  Extends  Exploitation 
Contest  for  Indie  Exhibs. 

M-G-M's  $10,000  exploitation  con- 
test for  independent  exhibitors  has 
been  extended,  it  was  announced 
yesterday.  Contest,  which  embraces 
all  the  company's   1939-40  releases, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2Vi% 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd. 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd. 

East.   Kodak      

do  pfd 

Cen.  Th.   Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount    1st    pfd. 
Paramount  2nd  pfd. 

Pathe  Film   

RKO     

20th  Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 


No  Product  Deals  Closed 
for  the  New  York  Theater 
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NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith   B.   F.   ref.  6s46 

Loew's     deb.     3  V-,  s46  103  34   1 03  V8   103%  —     Vg 

Para.   B'way   3s55 50         50         50         

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 1/4S47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor     I51/2     15V4     15V4  —     Vg 

Trans-Lux     1  1  1  

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      4  4  4  

Universal    Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe  Film  7  pfd 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse.  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45         72%     73% 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 66         68 


SAFETYI  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Ave 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5500 


SECURITY 


No  specific  product  deals  have 
been  closed  thus  foi*  by  Consolidated 
Amusement  Enterprises,  Inc.,  for 
the  new  New  York  theater  which 
will  be  operated  by  the  circuit  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  Broadway 
and  43d  St. 

The  house,  a  600-seater,  occupies 
the  site  of  the  old  George  M.  Cohan 
Theater.  The  project,  including' 
shops  and  a  restaurant,  is  supposed 
to  be  completed  so  that  the  theater 
can  open  Easter  week.  However,  con- 
struction delays  may  necessitate  an 
April  opening. 

One  of  the  house's  architectural 
features  will  be  murals  depicting  the 
history  and  development  of  New 
York  City,  from  purchase  by  the 
Dutch  to  date.  Figures  of  Alfred  E. 
Smith,  Mayor  LaGuardia  and  Dis- 
trict Attroney  Thomas  Dewey  are 
planned  on  canvas. 

Provision  has  been  made,  it  is 
asserted,  for  color  television  to  be 
installed  as  and  when  this  advance 
becomes  a  reality. 


Carrier  Turns  $1,133,021 

Loss  Into  $69,099  Profit 

Syracuse — Preliminary  report  of 
Carrier  Corp.  for  year  ended  Dec. 
31,  1939,  subject  to  audit,  shows  a 
net  profit  of  $69,099,  after  usual 
deductions.  This  compares  with  a 
net  loss  of  $1,133,021  in  1938. 

Current  assets  as  of  Dec.  31, 
1939,  amounted  to  $4,142,927,  and 
current  liabilities  were  $871,606, 
comparing  with  $4,385,432  and  $1,- 
161206,  respectively,  at  close  of 
1938. 


Amusement  Tax  Threat 

Again  in   Pennsylvania 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Dr.  Edward  B. 
Logan,  secretary  of  the  Budget  Bu- 
reau and  financial  adviser  to  Gov. 
Arthur  H.  James,  considers  it  "like- 
ly" that  a  special  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  appropriate  addi- 
tional funds  for  relief  will  be  called 
between  the  April  23  primary  and 
May  31,  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Among  new  taxes  expected  to  be 
considered  if  any  are  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  will  be  a  one-cent  amuse- 
ment tax.  Two  similar  taxes  were 
introduced  in  the  House  during  the 
past  session,  but  they  were  not 
passed. 

Members  of  the  Legislature's 
joint  State  Government  Commission 
have  shortened  their  forecast  of  the 
special  session  date  to  between  April 
2  and  mid-May,  when  the  Repub- 
lican   State   Committee   meets. 


Loew-Lewin  to  Set  "Flotsam" 
Director  Within  Two  Weeks 


Holds  Concrete  Flooring 

In  Theaters  Unnecessary 

Detroit — Michigan  theaters  do  not 
have  to  install  concrete  flooring  in 
either  auditoriums  or  balconies,  Ar- 
nold C.  Renner,  Chief  of  the  Fire 
Marshal  Division  of  the  Michigan 
State  Police  has  announced.  This 
ruling  will  apply  both  to  existing 
theaters,    and    to    new   construction. 


Chicago's  Censor  "Pinks" 

Six  of  126  Pix  In  Month 


Chicago — Lieut.  Harry  M.  Costello, 
police  censor,  reports  126  films  were 
inspected  during  January.  Total 
footage  was  642,000  feet.  Twenty- 
three  cuts  were  made;  six  pix  were 
"pinked"  for  adult  trade.  No  films 
were  rejected  during  the  month. 


Directors  In  Swap 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Sidney  Lanfield  will 
direct  "Public  Deb.  No.  1"  for  20th- 
Fox  and  Allan  Dwan  will  direct 
Shirley  Temple  in  "Young  People." 
directors'  assignments  being  re- 
versed this  week  by  Darryl  F.  Za- 
nuck.  Forthcoming  "Dance  With  The 
Devil"  at  the  same  studio  has  been 
retitled  "Johny  Apollo." 


Here  for  a  short  stay  on  business, 
David  Loew,  co-producer  with  Al- 
bert Lewin  for  United  Artists,  stat- 
ed last  night  that  they  expected  to 
have  a  director  and  cast  set  for  their 
first  production  within  the  next  two 
j  weeks.  "Flotsam"  and  "Night  Mus- 
ic," new  Clifford  Odets  play  which 
recently  opened,  will  comprise  their 
UA  program  this  year. 

Loew  said  that  a  treatment  of 
"Mother  and  Sons"  by  Irwin  Shaw 
is  now  being  done  and  it  would  prob- 
ably be  their  first  production  next 
year.  They  both  plan  to  return  to 
the  Coast  next  week,  Loew  going  sev- 
eral days  after  Lewin  leaves. 


Screen  Publicists  Open 

an  Employment  Bureau 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — To  create  jobs  for  un- 
employed members,  the  Screen  Pub- 
licists Guild  has  opened  an  inde- 
pendent publicity  office  under  the 
name  of  Guild  Publicity  Bureau,  Inc. 

The  bureau  will  not  in  any  way 
conflict  with  studio  publicity  depart- 
ments and  free  lance  agencies  al- 
ready established.  The  bureau  will 
operate  under  the  supervision  of 
Davy  York. 


Schine  Chain  to  Operate 
Strand,  Cumberland,  Md. 

Deal  was  reported  closed  vester- 
day  by  terms  of  which  the  Schine 
circuit  will  take  over  the  operation 
of  the  Strand  Theater  in  Cumber- 
land, Md.  Pact  was  made  with  the 
Cumberland   Amusement   Co. 


"Seventeen"  Opens  Strong 

Para.'s  "Seventeen,"  with  Jackie 
Cooper  and  Betty  Field,  played  to 
9,400  admissions  at  the  New  York 
Paramount  up  to  5  p.m.  yesterday, 
the  theater  reported.  Stage  attrac- 
tion is  Glenn  Miller's  ork  and  the 
Andrews  Sisters. 


NATE  J.  BLUMBERG,  Universal  prexy,  returned 
to    New    York    yesterday    from    Florida. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODCERS,  Metro  sales  chieftain, 
is  in  Chicago,  returning  here  the  first  part  of 
next  week. 

WALTER  E.  GREEN,  president  of  National 
Screen  Supply,   has  arrived  on   the  Coast. 

TONY  CASELLI,  booth  operator  at  the  Bijou. 
New   Haven,   is   taking  a   Southern  vaca'i"*- 

ARMAND  DENIS  and  LEILA  RfjP  pCELT, 
have  returned  to  their  home  in  Putnam,  Gonn. 

VERA  HAAL  is  en  route  from  New  York 
to  Hollywood  and  the  RKO  Studio;  she  was 
awarded    a    contract    by    that   studio    last   week. 

IRVING  SCHLANK,  United  Artists  branch 
manager  in  Chicago,  is  vacationing  in  Hot 
Springs,    Ark. 

JOE  LEAVITT,  operator  of  the  independent 
screen  room  in  Cleveland's  Film  Building,  leaves 
today  for  a   month's  stay  in   Miami   Beach. 

E.  RAY  COETZ  has  left  for  the  Coast.  He 
expects  to  return  within  a  week. 

COLE  PORTER  returns  here  March  17  after 
an   extended  vacation. 

AUBREY  MATHER  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
Europe. 

FLORA    SCHICKLER,     of    THE     FILM     DAILY. 

leaves   for   Florida    today. 

MYRNA  LOY  and  her  mother  arrive  in  Helena. 
Mont.,    today   from    Hollywood. 

JESSICA  TANDY  is  en  route  to  England. 

NANCY  HAMILTON  and  MORGAN  LEWIS, 
writers  respectively  of  the  lyrics  and  music 
of  "Two  For  the  Show,"  left  yesterday  for 
Florida. 


WB  to  Make  2-Reel  Pix 
of  Academy  Award  Dinner 

West    Const    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Warner  Bros,  exclu- 
sively will  make  a  two-reel  film  of 
the  annual  M.  P.  Academy  award 
dinner.  The  Academy  will  be  paid 
$30,000  for  the  exclusive  right.  Pic- 
ture will  be  made  under  the  direc- 
torial supervision  of  Frank  Capra, 
aided  by  Carey  Wilson  and  Jack 
Chertok.  Gordon  Hollingshead  will 
be  producer  for  Warner  Bros,  which 
plans  to  have  the  film  ready  for  re- 
lease in  two  weeks. 


Theaters  Charging  5  Cents 
for  Contest  Participation 

Toronto— "Movie-Title  Night"  con- 
tests for  cash  prizes,  have  been  in- 
augurated here  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Grover  and  Century  theaters, 
three  houses  comprising  part  of  the 
B  &  F  chain,  a  subsidiary  of  Fam- 
ous Players'  Canadian.  Contestants 
must  enclose  5  cents  with  each  set 
of  answers  for  handling  costs. 


Conn.  Allied   Meets  Mar.   12 

New  Haven — Allied  Theaters  of 
Connecticut  heard  reports  of  the 
legislative  and  grievance  commit- 
tees and  discussed  possible  action  on 
Bingo  legislation  in  this  state  at  the 
regular  luncheon-meeting  at  the  Ho- 
tel Garde  Tuesday.  A.  M.  Schuman 
presided  and  the  next  meeting  of  the 
group  was  set  for  March  12  at  the 
Garde. 
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,  $30,000,000  BUDGET 
AGAIN  FOR  PARAMOUNT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

spent  on  its  top  bracketed  product, 
at  least  30  of  which  would  be  in  this 
class. 

As  the  number  of  "B"  pictures  is 
expected  to  be  reduced,  money  for- 
mer1" spent  on  them  will  be  shifted 
to  (4  le  higher  quality  "A's,"  Bala- 
ban  '  said. 

In  commenting  on  reports  that 
Paramount  would  seek  more  outside 
producers,  Balaban  said  that  the 
company  was  always  on  the  lookout 
for  creative  minds  and  that  it  would 
take  advantage  of  the  best  which 
the  market  afforded. 

Paramount  has  not  discarded  its 
plan  to  build  a  new  studio  in  Holly- 
wood, Balaban  continued,  but  that 
any  action  at  this  time  would  not  be 
advisable  in  view  of  world  condi- 
tions, inasmuch  as  the  initial  outlay 
would  approximate  $8,000,000.  Plans 
have  been  prepared,  however,  and 
an  artist's  sketch  of  the  new  studio 
is  in  his  office. 

Referring  to  the  drive  to  divorce 
exhibition  from  distribution  and  pro- 
duction, Balaban  said  he  believed 
the  independents  would  face  greater 
competition  under  divorcement  than 
under  the  present  conditions,  inas- 
much as  the  buying  power  of  af- 
filiates would  not  be  curtailed.  It 
also  would  be  likely  that  the  pres- 
ent partners  would  bear  down  harder 
on  operations  if  they  were  indepen- 
dent, he  added. 

Balaban  said  that  a  convention  of 
the  theater  partners  would  be  held 
this  Spring  but  no  date  or  place 
had  been   decided. 

The  industry  faces  an  uncertain 
future  because  of  the  war  and  the 
cut  in  world  markets,  the  Para- 
mount president  told  the  trade  press. 
If  further  reductions  in  foreign 
grosses  continue,  the  time  may  come 
when  American  film  companies  must 
aim  their  product  at  only  the  North 
American  continent. 

Balaban  returned  Tuesday  from 
Florida  where  he  conferred  with 
several  of  the  theater  partners,  in 
addition  to  enjoying  a  vacation. 

Paramount  Board  Declares 
Dividends  on  Preferred 

Regular  quarterly  dividends  of 
$1.50  per  share  on  the  first  preferred 
stock  and  15  cents  on  the  second 
preferred  were  declared  yesterday 
by  Paramount  Pictures  at  a  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors.  Dividends 
are  payable  April  1  to  stockholders 
of  record  March  15. 


"Little  Orvie"  Series? 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— With  the  idea,  that  "Lit- 
tle Orvie"  may  inaugurate  a  new  series 
of  family  pix,  RKO  has  tendered  all 
members  of  the  cast  five-year  optional 
contracts. 
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WITH  PI  IL  H.  OALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •      WHATEVER  the  weather  man  has  in  store  for  the  nation's 

capital  on  the  night  of  March   8 it's   gonna  be   a   hot   time  in   the 

Ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Willard 'cause  a  sizzling  and  very  warmly 

deserved  testimonial  dinner  is  to  be  tendered  to  Andrew  R.  Kelley 

under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Variety  Club  of  Washington   and  Andy's 

legion  of  friends For  three  solid  and  eventful  decades Andy 

has   been   a   journalist and   a    helluva   good   one During    the 

past  15  years  he  has  been  dramatic  editor  of  the  Washington  Times. . . . 
a  link  which  he  severed  several  weeks  ago 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     WE  could  fill  countless  colyums  about  Andy 

anecdotes  which  would  stretch  over  the  years but  he  needs 

no  biographer because  to  the  promotional  forces  of  our  in- 
dustry and  its  members  at  large he  is  an  "institution" 

What  a  solid  fact  this  is  can  be  gleaned  by  taking  a  cursory  gander 

at  the  names  of  those  on  the  dinner  committee Chairman  is 

Hon.  Melvin  C.  Hazen Vice-Chairmen, — Carter  Barron,  Rich- 
mond Keech,  Sid  Lust,  Hardie  Meakin,  John  J.  Payette,  Edmund 

Plohn  and  Elwood  Seal The  Committee  Chairmen  are  Harry 

Anger,  Nelson  Bell,  Rudolph  Berger,  Jim  Brennan,  Julian  Brylaw- 
ski,  Jay  Carmody,  Don  Craig,  Bill  Dolph,  Archie  Engel,  Eddie 
Fontaine,  Eugene  Ford,  Sam  Galanty,  Frank  LaFalce,  A.  E.  Licht- 
man,  Tom  O'Donnell,  and  Harry  Somerville 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  FURTHER  decisive  evidence  of  Andy's  popularity  is  pro- 
vided via  the  Honorary  Committee,  comprising  Hon.  George  Allen,  S.  N. 

Behrman,  Joseph   Bernhard,  George  M.  Cohan,  lack   Cohn George 

DeWitt,  Howard  Dietz,  Oscar  Doob,  Steve  Early,  Charley  Einfeld,  Lynn 
Famol,   Bob   Gillham,   Harry   Goldberg,   Max   Gordon,    Marcus   Heiman, 

George  P.  Marshall Charles  E.  McCarthy,  Guthrie  McClintic,  Hon. 

David  McCoach,  Barret  McCormick,  Gilbert  Miller,  C.  C.  Moskowitz, 
Charley  Pettijohn,  Lew  Pollack,  Elmer  Rice,  William  F.  Rodgers,  Bill 
Scully,  Bob  Sherwood,  Lee  and  lake  Shubert,  Howard  Strickling,  Joseph 
Tumulty  and  Joe  Vogel Now  if  that  ain't  sumpin'! 


•  •      •     SPEAKING  of  testimonials there's  one  of  more 

national  scope  goin'  on  merrily, — the  "Montague  15th  Anniversary 

Campaign" which  honors  Columbia's  general  sales  manager 

This  corner  has  known  Abe  for  'bout  a  decade from  the 

time,  in  fact,  of  a  mutual  interest  in  putting-over  "The  Last  Par- 
ade"  a  Columbia  thriller  which  went  into  the  Victory  Theater 

up  Providence  way for  a  sorta  test  run Under  the  Mon- 
tague aegis  the  film  gave  the  then  vaunted  "Cimmaron"  (which 
was  enthroned  in  the  swanky  Albee)    a  decidedly  merry   chase 

This  sold  us  on  Abe  as  an  exceptionally  "heavy  hitter" 

and  by  gosh,  it  wasn't  long  thereafter  that  the  diadem  of  General 

Sales  Manager  was  placed  on  the  Montague  brow right  where 

it  belongs 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •      TODAY  all  roads  lead  to  Jack  Dempsey's  Restaurant 

wherein  Ampa  will  fete  Frank  S.  Nugent  as  the  org.'s  honor  guest 

since  the  gentleman  is  leaving  the  N.  Y.  Times  to  speed  to  Hollywood 

and  the  20th-Fox  studios  in  mid-March in  a  switch-over  from  pix  critic 

to  pix  writer Arthur  (Rialto)  Mayer  will  also  be  seen  prominently 

on  the  Dempsey  scene and  heard 


«      «       « 


»      »      V 


OHIO  ITO  ATTACKS 
GOIN-IN-SLOT  PIX 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

sion  were  more  or  less  stereotyped, 
nothing  of  much  significance  develop- 
ing. In  his  opening  address,  Smith 
pleaded  for  a  united  front  among 
the  exhibitors  in  fighting  the  prob- 
lems facing  the  entire  industry.  He 
issued  a  verbal  blast  at  the  Dies 
committee  for  announcing  a  "red" 
investigation  of  the  motion  picture 
industey,  contending  that  the  exhib- 
itors are  a  vital  cog  in  the  business 
and  in  no  way  associated  with  Com- 
munistic activities.  Consensus  was, 
he  stated,  that  an  investigation  of 
Hollywood  was  one  thing,  of  the  in- 
dustry another. 

Charles  Casanave,  president  of  Ad- 
vertising Accessories,  Inc.,  decried 
the  name  "monopoly"  when  speaking 
of  the  National  Screen  Service  sub- 
sidiary; also  he  stated  that  the  word 
"inevitable"  was  in  error,  the  set-up, 
as  it  stands,  being  an  aftermath  of 
six  years  of  planning  and  negotia- 
tion, all  in  "the  interest  of  greater 
service  to  the  exhibitors."  Casanave 
promised,  without  qualification,  there 
would  be  no  advance  in  prices,  offer- 
ing to  accept  five-year  contracts  as 
a  guarantee. 

Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel 
for  national  Allied,  expressed  his  ap- 
proval of  Advertising  Accessories, 
adding,  however,  that  the  exhibitors 
should  hold  a  club  over  Casanave's 
head,  successful  future  of  the  or- 
ganization being  entirely  dependent 
upon  fair  dealing. 

Myers,  surprisingly  enough,  paid 
but  little  attention  to  the  Neely  anti- 
block-booking  bill,  merely  making  his 
opinion  on  the  tactics  of  the  opposi- 
tion known. 

"Gone  With  the  Wind"  and  similar 
extended-run  pictures  were  covered 
thoroughly  by  Myers  who  said  such 
pictures  will  have  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  industry  for  three  reasons: 
1.  Remove  too  much  "show  money" 
from  circulation;  2.  Back-logging  of 
bookings,  delaying  subsequent-runs, 
and  3,  Set  standard  which  will  make 
other  shows  dull  in  comparison. 

The  ITO  of  Ohio  was  commended 
by  Myers  for  doing  much  too  keep 
theater  taxes  at  a  minimum,  this  de- 
spite unusually  high  state  and  re- 
lief expenditures. 

Darold  I.  Greek,  a  member  of  the 
Columbus  law  firm  representing  the 
[TO  in  taxpayers'  suits  involving  pay- 
ment of  the  sales  tax  on  film  rentals, 
spoke  on  the  cases,  admitting  the 
ultimate  outcome  is  very  much  in 
the  dark.  He  told  the  ITO  members 
that  they  would  be  the  ones  to  pay 
the  tax  if  and  when  the  tax  is  up- 
held. 


Thru  Nazi  Eyes 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Metro  has  acquired  motion 
picture  rights  to  "As  Nazi  Tourists  See 
Us,"  an  article  by  Paul  Martin,  which 
originally  appeared  in  the  magazine, 
The  Living  Age,  and  later  in  condensed 
form   in   Readers'    Digest. 
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Bromberg  Ciannelli 

A  FRANK   BORZAGE  PRODUCTION 

Screen  Play  by  Lawrence  Hazard  •  Based  on  the  Book  "Not 
Too  Narrow,  Not  Too  Deep"  by  Richard  Sale  •  Directed  by 
Frank  Borzage    •    A  Metro  -Goldwyn- Mayer  Picture 
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of  thin  air.  "I  believe,"  he  said,  "it 
is  entirely  possible  for  every  one  of 
the  more  than  15,000  theaters  of  the 
United  States  to  increase  their  gross 
business  $3  or  more  a  day  if  certain 
things  take  place.  And  one  of  the 
most  important  of  those  is  to  quit 
panning  hell  out  of  the  business  we 
all  depend  on  for  our  daily  bread." 
"Now,  there  isn't  a  man  in  the 
room,"  he  continued,  "who  can't 
shout  that  much  of  the  criticism  of 
the  business  is  justified.  Granted! 
So  what?  Is  it  good  business,  in 
our  effort  to  correct  things  that  we 
feel  are  wrong,  to  continuously  re- 
flect to  the  public  that  everything 
is  all  wrong  with  the  business,  and 
if  we  do,  should  we  be  surprised  if 
they  join  in  with  us  to  take  a  few 
belts  at  it  themselves?" 

Says  Panning  Expensive 

Continuing,  Richey  said:  "This  in- 
dulging in  the  greatest  indoor  sport 
of  panning  hell  out  of  every  depart- 
ment of  the  business  may  be  fun, 
but  it's  mighty  expensive,  too.  Dur- 
ing the  next  few  months,  with  hear- 
ings coming  on  the  Neely  bill,  with 
the  prosecution  of  the  government 
suit  getting  under  way,  and  injured 
exhibitors  falling  over  themselves 
to  file  suits  against  those  whom  they 
feel  have  unfairly  injured  them,  is 
just  as  good  a  time  as  any  to  start 
another  line  of  endeavor:  that  of 
selling  the  public — that  the  great 
motion  picture  business  is  going- 
ahead,  enthusiastically  and  confi- 
dently to  deliver  the  greatest  amuse- 
ment value  in  the  world." 

Richey  then  compared  the  best 
pictures  of  past  seasons  with  those 
of  today  and  declared  there  was  a 
higher  average  of  good  product  de- 
livered since  the  beginning  of  the 
1939-40  season  than  at  any  time  for 
many  years,  and  pointed  out  that  it 
looks  as  if  the  industry  has  some- 
thing to  offer  the  public. 

Motion  picture  theaters,  Richey 
said,  were  in  a  better  condition  than 
at  any  time  in  history  and  that  ef- 
forts to  modernize  and  make  patrons 
comfortable  had  not  been  halted.  As 
a  general  rule,  he  declared,  theater 
owners  were  keeping  abreast  of  the 
times  in  housekeeping. 

Cites  Picture's   Other   Side 

Richey  then  asked: 

"But  what  is  the  other  side  of  the 


Skiing  as  B.  O.  Aid 

Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. — Ski  runs  as 
a  box  office  stimulant  are  advocated  by 
F.  Levere  Winne,  who  triples  in  brass 
here  as  operator  of  the  Cherry  Valley 
Theater,  editor  of  the  Cherry  Valley 
News  and  secretary  of  the  local  Rotary 
Club.  Winne  points  out  that  ski  runs 
bring  winter  sports  devotees,  and  that 
the  influx  means  better  pix  grosses.  He 
induced  the  Rotary  Club  to  institute  the 
run  and  modern  tow,  and  suggests  that 
the  idea  be  adopted  by  exhibs.  in  towns 
similarly    located. 


Husbands  Get  a  Break  as  Jersey  County 

Bans  Bingo  Matinees  Catering  to  Femmes 

Hackensack,  N.  J.— Something  new  in  Bingo  bans  has  been  introduced  in  Bergen 
County  by  Prosecutor  Breslin.  The  ladies  have  been  neglecting  hubby  s  supper,  so 
there'll   be   no   more   afternoon   games.      But   it's   O.K.   to   play   at   night. 

This  hasn't  set  so  well  with  the  Fourth  Ward  Republican  Club  of  Garfield,  nearby 
city  in  the  same  county,  so  this  week  it  asked  city  authorities  to  conduct  an  official 
investigation. 


Va.  High  Court  Holds  Gity 
Without  Censorship  Powers 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  Justice  Herbert  B.  Gregory  in 
the  case  of  the  City  of  Lynchburg 
against  the  Dominion  Theaters,  Inc. 
A  decree  of  the  Lynchburg  Cor- 
poration Court  permitting  the  the- 
ater company  to  show  "The  Birth 
of  a  Baby"  was  affirmed. 

Justice  Gregory  declared:  "What 
films  may  be  shown  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Board  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Censorship.  The  statutes  vested 
that  power  exclusively  in  the  divis- 
ion and  provided  a  uniform  means 
for  the  inspection  of  films  and  the 
issuance  of  permits  for  their  ex- 
hibition. There  is  no  language  in 
the  statutes  which  authorize  the  City 
of  Lynchburg  to  share  this  jurisdic- 
tion. The  exercise  of  the  power  by 
the  State  to  control  and  regulate  the 
public  showing  of  films  in  effect 
automatically  ousted  the  City  of 
Lynchburg  of  any  like  power  it 
might  have  had  under  its  charter." 


M-G-M  Extends  Exploitation 
Contest  for  Indie  Exhibs. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

was  to  have  closed  tomorrow  and 
formerly  included  only  product  re- 
leased between  Sept.  1  and  Dec.  31, 
1939. 

More  than  3,000  exhibitors  al- 
ready have  signed  entry  blanks  to 
compete  in  the  awards  which  range 
from  $2,500  first  prize  down  to  $25 
for  runner-ups.  Second  and  third 
awards  are  $750  and  $500,  respec- 
tively. 

Pictures  not  previously  eligible  in 
the  contest  include  "The  Shop 
Around  the  Corner,"  "Broadway 
Melody  of  1940,"  "Northwest  Pas- 
sage" and  "Young  Tom  Edison." 

picture  ?  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  from  an 
industry  that  used  to  be  criticized 
because  the  public  knew  too  little 
about  it,  it  has  come  to  the  point 
that  too  many  of  our  problems, 
trade  secrets  and  inter-organization 
woes  have  become  common  prop- 
erty, with  the  result  that  we  have 
encouraged  the  public  to  wonder 
just  what  it's  all  about  and  where 
we  are  going? 

"Not  that  this  observation  will  be 
popular,  for  I  know  it  won't,  but  it 
always  will  be  a  mystery  to  me  how 
we  can  expect  to  sell  the  public  and 
have  their  appetites  whetted  for 
more  with  double  billing.  Double 
billing  is  bad  salesmanship,  pre- 
vents proper  exploitation  of  worth- 
while  pictures   and   discourages   the 


Kinestone  Held  Entitled 

to  Ultra  Violet  Patent 
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Justice  Oscar  Luhring  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  in  an  oral  decision.  The 
decision  was  rendered  in  favor  of 
W.  D.  Foster,  of  New  York,  head 
of  the  Patents  Corp.  and  was  direct- 
ed against  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents,  who  had  contended  the 
patent  application  was  covered  by 
patents  previously  issued.  Judge 
Luhring  held  the  application  involved 
a  new  system. 

Decision,  said  of  importance  to 
the  film  industry,  will  become  final  in 
five  or  six  days  following  approval 
of  a  decree  now  being  prepared  by 
Foster's  attorneys,  Bailey  and  Lar- 
sin. 


World  Will  Distribute 

Full  Lenauer  Program 

Deal  has  been  completed  between 
World  Pictures  Corp.  and  Lenauer 
International  Films  whereby  World 
will  distribute  the  latter  company's 
entire  program  in  addition  to  its 
own  lineup  for  the  season,  it  was 
announced  yesterday. 

Pictures  include:  "Pearls  of  the 
Crown,"  "The  Puritan,"  "They  Were 
Five,"  "Crime  and  Punishment," 
"Mystic  Mountain,"  "M  o  s  c  o  w 
Nights,"  "Pasteur,"  "North  Sea," 
"Cover  to  Cover,"  "Frosty  Frolics" 
and  "Datelines,"  which  are  being 
taken  over  from  Lenauer. 


Atlanta  Policy  Shifts 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Roxy  theater,  vaude- 
film,  has  adopted  a  split  week  pol- 
icy. Price  for  the  first  half  is  15 
cents,  with  a  higher  rate  for  the 
last  half.  Capitol  also  has  altered 
its  policy,  and  now  uses  films  the 
last  half  and  vaudefilm  the  first  half 
at  25  cents. 


public  from  frequent  attendance  and 
encourages  them  to  wait  for  a  big- 
combination  to  go  once  a  week. 
Where  double  billing  is  used  to  sluff 
off  minor  productions,  it  might  be 
justified. 

"This  constantly  finding  out  and 
voicing  what's  wrong  with  the  busi- 
ness to  the  public  doesn't  breed  con- 
fidence in  the  industry's  ability  to 
deliver  public  entertainment.  Noth- 
ing succeeds  like  success.  Nothing 
will  go  further  toward  re-cementing 
the  public's  confidence  in  our  ability 
to  entertain  them  than  a  little  con- 
fidence in  ourselves  that  we  have 
good  product,  good  theaters  and  are 
willing  to  go  out  and  shout  from 
the  housetops  'it's  a  great  show  to- 
night.' " 


VALENCIA,  PARADISE 
START  GWTW  MAR.  21 
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aters  in  the  Metropolitan  area.  It 
is  reported  that  the  picture  will  open 
on  March  21  at  the  Valencia,  Jamaica, 
and  the  Paradise  in  The  Bronx. 


50%  of  Baltimore's  White 
Population  Has  Seen  GWJW 

Baltimore,  Md. — After  plajp  r;,  to 
over  50  per  cent  of  the  white  copu- 
lation of  this  city,  GWTW  will  end 
its  first-run  here  tomorrow.  In  five 
weeks,  approximately  250,000  have 
seen  the  pix  at  Loew's  Century, 
weekly  gross  hitting  $49,000. 

A  list  of  2,000  who  sent  mail  or- 
ders for  GWTW  seats  are  receiving 
"thank  you"  letters  listing  the  next 
six  attractions  from  Manager  Wil- 
liam K.  Saxton.  "Broadway  Melody 
of  1940"  is  the  succeeding  pix. 

Portland,  Ore. — After  showing  to 
about  150,000  in  its  four  weeks'  run, 
GWTW  finishes  at  the  Broadway  to- 
morrow. 


Miami — GWTW  stays  another  at 
the  Community,  making  it  seven 
straight  weeks  for  the  pix  in  metro- 
politan Miami. 


GWTW's  Long  Atlanta  Run 
Failed  to  Hit  Subsequents 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Ten-week  engage- 
ment of  GWTW  at  Loew's  Grand 
Theater  here,  had  little  effect  upon 
bookings  of  subsequents,  a  survey 
discloses.  Most  subsequents  had  a 
backlog  of  pix  which  had  already 
been  shown  at  the  Loew's  Grand. 

Problem  of  the  Rhodes  Theater, 
which  ordinarily  gets  all  of  the 
Loew's  Grand  films  second-run  was 
solved  by  agreement  which  gave  the 
Rhodes  most  of  the  first-run  pic- 
tures which  were  originally  sched- 
uled for  Loew's  Grand. 

GWTW  opens  at  the  Rhodes  to- 
morrow for  an  indefinite  run. 


Levine,  SSMC  Form 

Syndicate  to  Buy  Circuits 

Chicago — Reuben  Levine,  in  con- 
junction with  Standard  Securities  & 
Management  Corp.,  has  formed  a 
syndicate  for  the  purchase  of  the- 
ater circuits   and   properties. 

Levine  states  that  substantial 
Eastern  capital  was  involved  in  the 
transaction.  He  further  stated  that 
he  and  his  associates  were  nego- 
tiating for  the  purchase  of  several 
major  circuits  and  that  substantial 
expansion  along  these  lines  was  con- 
templated. 

Levine  figured  largely  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  Gregory  circuit  in 
the  past  year  by  Alliance  Theaters 
Corp. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Las  Vegas,  Nev. — Herbert  Mar- 
shall and  Lee  Russell,  film  players, 
were  married  here. 


You  bet  it's  a  (Betty) 
lor  the  Critics  .  .  . 
when  Paramount's 
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If  my  heart's  any 
critic  —  Betty  is 
sure  terrific. 
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JACKIE   COOPER 


BETTY  FIELD 

Year's  Best  Star 
Discovery! 
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"Filled   with   those   priceless  elements   known   as   warmth   and   human   under- 
standing! — Jimmie  Fidler,  famous  newspaper  and  radio  columnist 


"New  Yorchids  to  the  flicker  version  of 
Booth  Tarkington's  'Seventeen'!" 

— Walter  W'mchell 

"A  commanding  contribution  to  the  never 
too  plentiful  and  constantly  profitable  sup- 
ply of  wholesome  family  entertainment! 
Betty  Field  excellent!"  —M.  P.  Daily 

"Ideal  attraction  for  all  types  of  audiences. 
Rich  and  warm  in  comedy  values!" 

— Film  Daily 

"Will  grace  any  bill.  Cooper  does  one  of  his 
finest  roles.  Betty  Field  has  no  present 
superiors  and  is  flawless!"     —Daily  Variety 

"Will  hit  better  than  normal  biz!  Miss  Field 
has  both  screen  personality  and  ability!" 

—  Variety 


"From  seven  to  seventy,  all  ages  and  all 
audiences  probably  will  acclaim  this  one 
of  the  warmest,  most  poignantly  human 
comedies  of  the  season!"  —Box  Office 

"Ingratiating,  chucklishly  amusing,  but 
always  humanly  sincere.  The  role  of  the 
heartless  young  siren  is  a  romp  for  the 
versatile  young  Miss  Field!" 

— Hollywood  Reporter 

"Delightful!  Not  since  he  was  in  'Skippy' 
and  'The  Champ'  has  Jackie  Cooper 
turned  in  such  a  splendid  and  natural  per- 
formance. Betty  Field  does  splendid  work!" 

— Jimmy  Starr,  Los  Angeles  Herald  and  Express 

"Betty  Field  creates  one  of  the  most  devas- 
tating heroines  of  the  season!" 

— Los  Angeles  Examiner 
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bottom  row  1.  to  r. .  Helen  Ruth  Bass,  Gibson,  Tenn. ;  Virginia  McGill,  Kansas  City;  Suzanne  Thompson,  Chicago;  Mary  Jane  Bather,  Minneapolis;  Adalyne  Pillcington,  Detroit;  Jackie 
Cooper,  Pann  Merryman,  Des  Moines ,  Betty  Jean  McCord,  Pittsburgh ;  La  Vonne  Moyer,  Omaha ;  top  tow  I.  to  r. :  Hazel  Owens,  Birmingham ;  Virginia  Reimold,  Columbus ;  Peggy  Webb, 
Nashville ;  La  Ferris  Wafford,  Dallas ;  Jeanne  Towery,  Houston  ;  Pat  McGuire,  Denver ;  Gloria  Sheehan,  Buffalo ;  Naomi  Fowler,  Salt  Lake  City  and  Carloyn  Hinemon  Monrotus,  Little  Rock. 


Seventeen  17  year  olds  from  17  key  cities 

are  welcomed  to  Hollywood  for  preview  of  Paramount's 
'SEVENTEEN'  by  co-star  Jackie  Cooper,  thus  pre-selling 
this  grand  spring  picture  to  the  youth  of  the  nation 
through  17  hundred  thousand  lines  of  publicity  in  their  home 
towns — plus  swell  breaks  in  papers  and  radio  everywhere! 


Jackie  Cooper  and 


SEVENTEEN 


wi,h   OltO  KrUger    «    Betty   Morail    •    Directed  bY  Louis  King     •    Screen  play  by  Agne.Chri.tine  Johnston  and  S.uar. 
Palmer  •  Baled  on  the  Story  by  Booth  Tarkington  and  the  Play  by  Stuart  Walker,  Hugh  SianUlaui  Stange  and  Stannard  Mears  •  A  Paramount  Picture 
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U.S.  ASKING  COURT 
BAN  ON  INTIMIDATION 
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who  expressed  fears  of  reprisals, 
states  that  the  Government  in  its 
answers  to  the  majors'  interroga- 
tories will  name  a  large  number  of 
its  prospective  witnesses  tomorrow. 

Ti  ^-fovernment  continues  that  a 
ma"  wV  of  these  witnesses  to  be 
named  are  now  engaged  in  business 
dealings  with  one  or  more  defen- 
dants and  will  continue  to  do  busi- 
ness with  them.  Therefore,  the  ap- 
plication claims,  it  is  necessary  to 
protect  these  witnesses  from  any 
action  by  the  defendants  which 
"might  intimidate,  annoy,  embarrass 
or  oppress  such  prospective  wit- 
nesses." 

A  proposed  order  attached  to  the 
application  provides  five  rules  of 
conduct  which  the  Government  seeks 
to  impose  on  the  defendants  while 
interviewing  witnesses.  These  rules 
are  as  follows: 

1.  Neither  the  defendants  nor 
their  agents  are  to  intimidate 
or  coerce  or  attempt  to  in  any 
manner  to  affect  testimony  of 
these  witnesses  by  express  or 
implied  threats  of  adversely  af- 
fecting business  dealings  with 
them;  nor  to  subject  any  wit- 
ness to  annoyance,  embarrass- 
ment or  oppression. 

2.  That  no  interview  with  any 
witness  named  shall  be  con- 
ducted in  a  business  office  of  any 
of  the  defendants. 

3.  That  no  officer  or  agent  of 
the  defendants  "who  makes  or 
influences  any  decisions  with  re- 
spect to  the  terms  upon  such 
defendant  licenses  motion  pic- 
tures" shall  participate  in,  or 
be  present  at,  an  interview. 

4.  That  any  person  interview- 
ing a  witness  on  behalf  of  the 
defendants  must  first  state  to 
the  witness  that  no  declaration 
of  the  witness  Blade  by  him  to 
the  agent  or  to  anyone  else  or 
from  the  witness  stand  at  trial 
will  be  permitted  to  influence 
in  any  way  the  course  of  normal 
business  dealings  of  the  defen- 
dants with  him. 

5.  That  any  person  conduct- 
ing an  interview  shall  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  interview  read  to 
the  witness  a  copy  of  this  or- 
der. 

The  affidavits  of  Joseph  Conway, 
H.  A.  Cole,  and  Nathan  Yamins 
supported  the  application.  Conway, 
operating  the  Egyptian  Theater  at 
Bala  Cynwya,  Pa.,  a  member  of  Al- 
lied Independent  Theater  Owners  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  claimed  in 
his  affidavit  "if  the  moral  restraints 


60  by  80  Ft.  Screen 

Miami — E.  M.  Loews  local  Drive-in, 
only  one  in  the  country  operating  on 
a  year  around  schedule,  is  slated  for 
335,000  in  improvements,  including  a  60 
by  80  toot  screen,  described  as  the 
world's  largest. 


Mexican  Theater,  World's  Largest,  Opens  in 

April;  JJA,  Warner,  Para.  Deals  Closed 

Mexicon,  D.  F. — The  7,200-seat  Cine  Colonial,  which  Oscar  and  Samuel  Cranat 
will  open  in  April  as  the  world's  largest  theater,  has  closed  deals  for  UA,  Warner  and 
Paramount  product  for   1940-41. 


50%  of  Screen  Writers  Got 
$120  Per  Week  in  1939 
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basis  of  report  of  salaries  of  past 
three  years  and  shows  that  there 
has  been  a  definite  lowering  of  sal- 
aries during  that  time  despite  the 
fact  that  there  has  been  no  indus- 
try-wide salary  cut. 

The  medial  weekly  wage  dropped 
from  $174  for  1937  to  $120  for  1939. 
Number  of  weeks  employment  per 
year  has  also  diminished  and  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  total  unem- 
ployment. The  number  of  average 
weeks'  work  decreased  from  26.5  for 
1937  to  24.4  for  1939.  Average  total 
unemployment  increased  from  12.9 
per  cent  for  1937  to  16.6  per  cent 
for  1939.  Unemployment  as  used  in 
these  figures  refers  specifically  to 
screen  writers  who  have  had  credit 
for  actual  studio  experience  and  who 
were  available  for  employment  dur- 
ing the  time  specified. 

Survey  also  discloses  that  lower 
salaries  are  becoming  more  prev- 
alent and  that  the  percentage  of 
writers  averaging  $50  per  week  or 
under  increased  from  24.5  per  cent 
in  1937  to  31  per  cent  in  1939.  There 
has  also  been  a  lowering  in  the  high- 
er salary  bracket,  only  7  per  cent  of 
writers  averaging  over  $1,000  per 
week  in  1937  and  this  decreased  to 
6.6  per  cent  in  1939.  Only  four 
writers  averaged  more  than  $2,000 
per  week  in  1939  while  26  were  paid 
between  $1,000  and  $2,000  per  week 
and  48  received  from  $500  to  $1,000 
per  week  and  95  were  paid  from  $200 
to  $500  per  week. 

In  making  the  survey  an  attempt 
was  made  to  reach  all  writers  in 
Hollywood  regardless  of  whether 
they  were  members  of  the  Guild  or 
not.  A  thousand  questionnaires  were 
distributed  and  520  writers  replied 
of  whom  330  are  active  Guild  mem- 
bers, 44  associate  members  and  143 
non-members. 


imposed  by  thii  suit  are  removed, 
independents  face  extinction.  It  is 
not  going  too  far  to  say  that  the 
eight  major  distributors  hold  the 
power  of  life  or  death  over  the 
businesses  and  investments  of  every 
independent  exhibitor."  Conway 
cited  an  increase  in  film  rentals  in 
the  last  10  years,  declared  that  the 
situation  for  indies  was  growing 
more  and  more  desperate  and  claimed 
that  witnesses  will  be  afraid  to  tes- 
tify fully  unless  protected. 

Similar  affidavits  were  made  by 
Cole  and  Yamins,  present  and  past 
prexies  of  National  Allied.  William 
P.  Farnsworth,  Special  Assistant  At- 
torney General,  in  an  accompanying 
affidavit  declared  that  the  Govern- 
ment's belief  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
tection was  based  on  the  exhibitors' 
affidavits. 


Sagall  Urges  Television 

By  Telephone  in  England 

London  (By  Cable) — Stating  that 
until  the  start  of  the  war  England 
had  been  supreme  in  the  television 
field,  Sol  Sagall,  managing  director 
of  Scophony,  Ltd.,  expressed  the 
opinion  this  week  that  America  will 
undoubtedly  forge  far  ahead  in  the 
television  field  unless  immediate 
steps  are  taken  to  revivify  the  in- 
dustry in  England,  and  once  again 
advocated  television  by  a  telephone 
system. 

Sagall  pointed  out  that  the  strides 
made  by  American  picture  companies 
during  the  last  war  had  left  English 
producers  so  far  behind  they  never 
caught  up.  Despite  pleas  by  tele- 
vision companies  and  set  manufac- 
turers BBC  has  not  announced  any 
reopening  of  its  tele  activities. 


Fred  Niblo  in  Para.  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Fred  Niblo,  pioneer 
director,  is  coming  out  of  retire- 
ment to  play  the  role  of  Mr.  Aldrich 
in  Para.'s  new  Henry  Aldrich  pix. 


NETGONG  TRUST  SUIT 
ASKS  $330,000  BALM 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

defendants  and  asserts  that  indepen- 
dent theater  operators  are  victims 
of  "a  monopoly,"  with  loss  of  $110,- 
000  since  November,  1934. 

The  complaint  asks  assessment  of 
treble  damages  plus  interest,  allow- 
ance for  counsel  fees  and  injunction 
forbidding  continuance  of  alleged 
anti-trust  "combination  and  con- 
spiracies." 

A  similar  suit,  asking  damages  of 
$280,500,  was  filed  a  week  ago  in 
Federal  Court  by  McGlynn  on  behalf 
of  operators  of  the  Windsor  Theater. 
West  Orange. 

Defendants  in  the  Netcong  suit  in- 
clude Warner  Bros.,  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury-Fox, Paramount,  United  Ar- 
tists, Columbia,  RKO,  Loew's  Uni- 
versal and  Hays  Organization 
groups. 


Royal,  Lowell  to  Lavery 

Boston — The  Royal,  Lowell,  oper- 
ated for  years  by  George  Husson,  has 
been  leased  by  William  Lavery  who 
plans  to  operate  the  Royal  in  con- 
junction with  the  Lafayette  in  near- 
by Haverhill.  E.  M.  Loew  modern- 
ized the  Royal  after  taking  it  over 
from  Husson  late  last  year. 
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NO  GWTW  2ND  RUNS 
TILL  FIRSTS  PLAYED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  M-G-M  annual  sales  convention, 
Rodgers  said. 

E.  A.  Calvert,  Selzniek  representa- 
tive, is  here  for  conferences  with 
Rodgers,  and  said  that  he  would 
meet  with  the  United  Artists  sales 
force  in  connection  with  early  show- 
ings of  "Rebecca." 

Court  Finds  for  Altermans 
in  William  Isensee  Action 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Savoy  Theater,  Jamaica,  and  to 
impress  a  trust  upon  the  Coy  Com- 
pany and  compel  Lewis  B.  and  Jack 
Alterman,  operators  of  the  Savoy,  to 
account  for  all  profits  made  as  oper- 
ators of  the  theater,  was  denied. 

Isensee's  complaint  charged  the 
Altermans,  as  officers  of  both  the 
LIMPC  and  the  Coy  Company, 
with  making  leases  that  were  un- 
fair to  the  LIMPC,  in  which  Isensee 
is  a  large  stockholder,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  did  not  know  the  Altermans 
operated  the  Savoy. 

Louis  Nizer,  of  Phillips  and  Nizer, 
who  represented  the  defendants, 
established  that  the  LIMPC  had 
benefited  to  the  extent  of  $150,000 
from  the  deal  while  the  Altermans 
have  been  operating  the  theater  and 
by  operating  it,  protected  the 
LIMPC's  interest. 

Nizer  contended  that  officers  of 
one  corporation  could  deal  with  them- 
selves as  officers  of  another  con- 
cern, and  that  all  leases  had  been 
signed  in  good  faith  to  the  benefit 
of  the  holding  company  and  in  the 
interest  of  that  company.  Evidence 
was  also  presented  by  Nizer  that 
Isensee  was  cognizant  of  the  Alter- 
mans' operation  of  the  Savoy. 

Radio  City  Good  Investment, 
Insurance  Exec.  Tells  TNEC 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

company's  best  investments  despite 
the  fact  its  earnings  had  failed  to 
meet  the  cost  of  ground  rent  and 
taxes.  Ecker  said  Radio  City  was 
paying  five  per  cent  on  first  mort- 
gage bonds.  Rent  and  taxes,  he 
added,  are  paid  under  a  guarantee 
of  contributions  from  John  D.  Rocke- 
feller. 

Radio  City  was  built  on  land  leased 
for  a  long  period  from  Columbia  Uni- 
versity. It  was  principally  financed, 
Ecker  said,  by  sale  of  $44,000,- 
000  in  bonds  to  Metropolitan.  Today, 
the  amount  outstanding  to  the  in- 
surance company  is  $35,000,000,  he 
said. 


Wotta  Chance!  !  ! 

Baltimore,  Md. — So  eager  was  Horace 
Bixby  to  see  CWTW,  he  sent  a  blank 
check  to  Manager  William  K.  ("Big 
Brother  Bill")  Saxton  of  Loew's  Cen- 
tury. Saxton  called  the  bank  to  see  if 
it  was  O.  K.,  found  Bixby  had  $59,000 
on  deposit,  but  wrote  a  check  for  just 
S2.20    for    two    reserved    seats. 


nCUJS  Of  TH€  OflV 


Chicago — The  lease  of  the  Colony 
Theater  has  been  renewed  for  20 
years  by  the  Joe  Stern  Theater  cir- 
cuit. 


Lincoln,  Neb.  —  Harold  Hellerich, 
formerly  manager  of  the  Varsity 
here,  is  now  manager  of  the  Dundee, 
Omaha,  having  been  assigned  to  the 
Goldberg  Independent  circuit  by  its 
general  manager,  Milton  Overman. 


Minneapolis — Film  Row  hears  that 
the  Minnesota  Theater  will  not  re- 
open despite  reports  to  the  contrary. 


Chicago — The  Schoenstadt  circuit 
has  added  the  New  Regent  Theater, 
taking  the  house  over  from  Philip 
and  Jennie   Goldberg. 


La  Rue,  O. — Fire  completley  de- 
stroyed the  La  Rue  Theater,  town's 
only  film  house,  with  loss  of  $25,000, 
partly  covered  by  insurance. 


Canton,  O. — Ben  Schwartz,  man- 
aging director  of  the  Mozart,  State 
and  McKinley  theaters  here,  for  the 
Reinhart  Amusement  Co.,  headed  by 
Harry  Reinhart  has  resigned. 


Akron,  O. — Palace,  here,  after  the 
longest  run  of  vaude-film  in  recent 
years  has  resumed  a  straight  film 
policy. 


Canton,  O. — Final  council  approve 
of  the  change  of  zone  status  in 
Cleveland  Ave.  N,  at  the  corporation 
limits,  has  made  possible  furthering 
of  plans  for  a  de  luxe  $150,000  nabe 
theater.  S.  D.  Stanson,  Inc.,  Akron, 
plans  to  build  the  new  theater. 


Massillon,  O. — With  the  comple- 
tion of  the  new  $100,000  Weslin, 
Skirball  Bros,  have  decided  to  keep 
the  Grand  open  with  a  10-20-cent 
scale. 


Chicago — Oscar  Brotman,  owner  of 
the  Main  Theater,  recently  destroyed 
by  fire,  will  rebuild. 


Minneapolis  —  Fred  Abelson  left 
RKO  for  a  job  as  city  man  for  Uni- 
versal. Jack  Cohen  and  Norwood 
Hall  have  switched  jobs  at  Fox.  Hall 
is  now  the  Southern  Minnesota  sales- 
man and  Cohen  is  the  city  salesman. 


Third  "Pinocchio"  Week  10% 
Ahead  of  Center's  Second 


Disney's  "Pinocchio"  began  its 
fourth  week  at  the  Center  Theater, 
Radio  City,  yesterday,  with  the  third 
week's  "take"  said  by  RKO  to  be  10 
per  cent  over  that  of  the  second  and 
close  in  total  gross  to  the  first  week. 
Fourth  weeks  begin  at  the  Hillstreet 
and  Pantages,  Los  Angeles,  Satur- 
day. The  Disney  production  holds 
over  for  a  second  week  at  the  Stuart, 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and  the  Criterion, 
Oklahoma  City. 


Jerry  Weisfeldt  and  Warren  Ander- 
son have  left  Warners. 


Chicago — The  Gollos  Theater  cir- 
cuit has  taken  over  the  Drexel  Thea- 
ter from  Jake  Gross,  who  retires. 
The  Gollos  circuit  also  is  rushing 
plans  for  a  new  theater  in  Morgan 
Park,  a  South  Side  suburb. 


Cincinnati — J.  Mooney,  brother  of 
M.  Mooney,  Cleveland  offices  of  Co- 
operative Theaters,  Inc.,  is  operating 
the  local  office  following  the  resigna- 
tion of  H.  Hugie. 


Cincinnati — Tom  Smiley,  M-G-M  is 
convalescing  from  an  attack  of  flu. 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — Harrisburg  the- 
aters were  given  a  clean  bill  of  health 
in  the  recent  inspection  to  determine 
safety  and  compliance  with  build- 
ing laws  made  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Rochester,  N.  H. — Following  ex- 
tensive alterations,  the  Interstate 
Colonial  Theater  has  been  reopened. 


Chicago  —  Henry  Bombara  has 
opened  the  Fashion  Theater  with  a 
duals    policy. 


JOINT  FILM  EXHIBIT 
FOR  WORLD'S  FAIR 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

building  would  be  made  available  for 
exhibits  showing  various  phases  of 
the  motion  picture  industry. 

It  is  understood  that  the  matter 
will  be  discussed  by  the  companies 
individually  and  that  a  report  on 
their  reactions  will  be  made/f-L  an- 
other meeting  next  week  wh^  r.l  de- 
cision may  be  reached. 

The  World's  Fair  will  erect  a  huge 
amphitheater,  seating  5,000,  on  the 
site  occupied  last  year  by  the  Soviet 
Pavilion,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday. 


Sees  Radio  Tele  for  Canada 
Within  "Reasonable  Time" 


Montreal — Radio  television  service 
for  Canada  is  possible  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  E.  C.  Grimley,  presi- 
dent of  the  RCA-Victor  Co.  of  Can- 
ada, Ltd.,  stated  yesterday  at  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  Advertising  and  Sales 
Executives  Club  and  the  Electrical 
Club. 

Television  for  Canada  is  now  tech- 
nically possible,  he  stated,  but  there 
are  economic  difficulties  in  actual 
transmission.  It  would  cost  $250,- 
000  to  build  a  station,  he  said,  with 
distance  also  being  a  serious  factor. 
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ACADEMY  VOTES  GWIW  YEAR'S  BEST  PIX 

FCC  Okays  Limited  Commercial  Tele  to  Start  Sept.  1 


Program  Cost  to  be  Borne  by 

Sponsor;  Stations  in 

Two  Classes 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

WASHINGTON  —  Limited 
commercial  television  opera- 
tions under  which  advertising 

will  be  permitted  were  approved 
yesterday  by  the  FCC  in  promulgat- 
ing the  rules  for  television  service 
recommended  by  its  Television  Com- 
mittee. The  commercial  operations 
may  begin  on  Sept.  1,  the  commis- 
sion stated,  with  program  cost  be- 
ing borne  by  the  sponsors. 

The  rules  stress,  however,  that 
emphasis  on  the  commercial  aspects 
of  television  at  the  expense  of  pro- 
gram research  is  to  be  avoided. 

The  new  rules  divide   stations  in 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

MAJORSlODiSCUSS 
FAIR  EXHIBIT  TODAY 


Further  discussions  of  the  indus- 
try's proposal  to  have  a  motion  pic- 
ture exhibit  at  the  New  York 
World's  Fair  will  be  held  today  at 
MPPDA  headquarters. 

It  is  understood  that  suggestions 
will  be  considered,  among  which  is 
said  to  be  a  plan  for  a  motion  pic- 
ture museum.      Another   suggestion 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


20th-Fox  Sales  Executives 
Huddle  on  1940-41  Product 


Annual  conference  of  20th-Fox 
district  sales  managers  opens  today 
at  the  Park  Central  Hotel  with  Her- 
man Wobber,  general  manager  of 
distribution,  presiding.  Company's 
sales  policy  for  the  1940-41  season 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Creditors  of  Educational 
Ask  GN  Claims  be  Dropped 

Attorneys  for  a  group  of  credi- 
tors of  Educational  Pictures  yester- 
day asked  Referee  John  E.  Joyce  to 
strike  out  a  proof  of  claim  filed 
against  Educational  for  $964,000  by 
the  trustee  of  Grand  National  Pic- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


1939  ACADEMY  AWARDS 


IRVING   THALBERG   MEMORIAL 
To   David  O.   Selznick  for  the  most   consistent   high  quality   of   production 
during  the  preceding  year. 


PRODUCTION 
(Selznick  International, 


released  by  M-G-M). 


"Gone  With  the  Wind," 

PERFORMANCES 
Actor:    Robert  Donat  in  "Goodbye,  Mr.  .Chips."    (M-G-M-English). 
Actress:    Vivien  Leigh  in  "Gone  With  the  Wind."    (Selznick). 
Supporting  Actor:    Thomas  Mitchell  in  "Stagecoach."    (Walter  Wanger). 
Supporting  Actress:    Hattie  McDaniel  in  "Gone  With  the  Wind."    (Selznick). 

DIRECTION 
Victor  Fleming  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind."     (Selznick). 

WRITING 
Original:    Louis  R.  Foster  for  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington."    (Columbia). 
Screenplay:    Sidney  Howard  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind."    (Selznick). 

\  MUSIC 

Original  Score:     Herbert  Stothart.  "Wizard  of  Ox."     (M-G-M). 
Scoring:     Richard  Hageman,  Frank  Harling.  John  Leipold  and  Leo  Shuken, 

"Stagecoach."    (Walter  Wonger). 
Song:     E.  Y.  Harburg  and  Harold  Aden  for  "Over  the  Rainbow"  in  "The 
Wizard  of  Oz."    (M-G-M).      / 

ART  DIRECTION 
Lyle  Wheeler,  "Gone  With  the  Wind."  (Selznick). 

FILM  EDITING 
Hal  Kern  and  lames  Newcom,  "Gone  With  the  Wind."     (Selznick). 

SOUND  RECORDING 
Bernard  B.  Brown,  "When  Tomorrow  Comes."     (Universal). 

CINEMATOGRAPHY 
Black  and  White:  Gregg  Toland, ' " Wuthering  Heights."    (Goldwyn-UA). 
Color:    Ernest  Haller  and  Ray  Rebnahan,  "Gone  With  the  Wind."    (Selznick). 

SPECIAL  EFFECTS 
E.  H.  Hansen,  "The  Rains  Came."  (20th-Fox). 

SHORT  SUBJECTS 
Cartoon:     "The  Ugly  Duckling."     (Walt  Disney). 
1,000  Feet  or  Less:     "Busy  Little  Bears."     (Paramount). 
1,000-3,000  Feet:     "Sons  of  Liberty."     (Warner  Bros.). 

SPECIAL   HONORS 
Commemorative   Award:  To  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr.,   first  president  of   the 
M.  P.  Academy,  for  his  unique  and  outstanding  contribution  to  interna- 
tional development  of  motion  pictures,  a  statuette  trophy. 
To  Technicolor  a  statuette  trophy  for  its  contribution  to  successful  filming 

in  three-color  feature  production.  ^^^^ 

To  the  M.  P„  Relief  Fund  to  acknowledge  its  outstanding  services  to  the 
industry:   plaques   to   Jean   Hersholt,   president;    Ralph   Morgan,   chair- 
man of  the  executive  committee;  Ralph  Block,  first  vice-president,  and 
Conrad  Nagel. 
To  Judy  Garland  a  plaque  for  her  outstanding  performance  of  present  day 

juvenile  roles. 
To  William  Cameron  Menzies  for  his  outstanding  achievement  in  the  use 
of  color  for  the  introduction  of  dramatic  mood  in  "Gone  With  the  Wind." 


Robert  Donat  and  Vivien  Leigh 

Capture  Awards  for  Best 

Performances 


By  RALPH  WILK 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Selznick  Inter- 
national's production  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  distributed  by 
M-G-M,  walked  away  with 
eight  of  the  M.  P.  Academy  awards 
announced  last  night  at  the  awards 
banquet  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel  in 
Los  Angeles.  Not  only  was  it  voted 
the  outstanding  production  of  1939, 
but  it  captured  the  best  actress  and 
supporting  actress  performance 
awards,  the  best  direction,  the  best 
screenplay,  best  film  editing  and  the 
best  color  photography. 

Announcement  of  the  awards  was 
made  at  the  banquet  which  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Walter  Wanger,  new 
president  of  the  Academy,  who  was 
introduced  by  Frank  Capra,  retiring 
president.  Crowd  of  1,200  sat  down 
at  the  banquet  table,  with  approxi- 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 

ASK  COORTSET  DATE 
FOR  PRE-TRIAL  MEET 


Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
will  be  asked  by  the  D  of  J  on  March 
5  to  direct  attorneys  for  major  de- 
fendants in  the  equity  suit  to  appear 
at  a  pre-trial  conference  on  a  date 
set  by  the  Court,  attorneys  for  the 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 

Censorship  of  Newsreels 

to  be  Eased,  Says  Tailey 

Returning  yesterday  on  the  Conte 
di   Savoia  from  a  European  survey 
tour,    Truman    Tailey,    Fox    Movie- 
tone  News   chieftain,  reported  that 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 

Report  RKO  Taking  Over  6 
Cocalis  Theaters  in  Bronx 


Negotiations  are  reported  to  be 
under  way  between  RKO  and  the 
Springer-Cocalis  circuit  whereby 
RKO  will  take  over  the  operation  of 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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Barrett  Has  Pneumonia 

C.  G.  Barrett,  Warner  theater  de- 
partment district  manager  at  New 
Haven,  is  confined  to  New  Haven 
Hospital  with  pneumonia. 


SAFETY]  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Av*. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Showmen  to  Accept  Gifts 

for  Catholic  Charities 


With  the  1940  Catholic  Charities 
Drive  starting  Sunday,  contributions 
from  industry  affiliates  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  following,  members  of 
the  Motion  Picture  and  Amusement 
Committee  headed  by  John  J.  O'Con- 
nor of  RKO  Theaters: 

Jack  Alicoate,  Nate  J.  Blumberg, 
Maj.  Edward  Bowes,  Harry  Brandt, 
Harry  Buckley,  Patrick  Casey,  Max 
Cohen,  H.  M.  Doherty,  Col.  William 
J.  Donovan,  Si  Fabian,  John  C.  Flinn, 
J.  R.  Grainger,  Al  Hovel,  W.  Ray 
Johnston,  John  Kane,  Maurice  Kann, 
Austin  C.  Keough,  Joseph  McCon- 
ville,  Charles  B.  McDonald,  Willard 
S.  McKay,  Joseph  P.  McLaughlin, 
Joseph  E.  McMahon,  William  C. 
Michel,  William  Morris,  John  Mur- 
phy, Sen.  William  J.  Murray,  Leon 
Netter,  Dennis  F.  O'Brien,  John 
O'Connell,  Charles  L.  O'Reilly,  Jack 
Pegler,  P.  A.  Powers,  William  T. 
Powers,  Martin  Quigley,  Charles 
Reagan,  Phil  Reisman,  Sam  Rinzler, 
Herman  Robbins,  W.  F.  Rodgers, 
George  J.  Schaefer,  William  A.  Scul- 
ly, Gradwell  Sears,  George  Skouras, 
Spyros  Skouras,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus, 
Frank  C.  Walker  and  George  Walsh. 


Maximum  Film  Salary 

Fixed  by  Law  in  Italy 

Rome  (By  Cable) — Top  salary  for 
persons  participating  in  the  making 
of  Italian  motion  pictures  has  been 
fixed  by  law  at  80,000  liras.  This 
top  pay  will  be  given  only  to  inter- 
nationally famous  stars  for  45  days 
of  continuous  work  and  90  days  for 
the  directors.  If  these  time  limits 
are  passed,  salary  increases  will  be 
granted,  according  to  a  special  para- 
graph in  contracts. 

The  new  ruling  will  mean  a  con- 
siderable decrease  from  the  big 
salaries  that  have  previously  been 
paid  to  outstanding  directors  and 
stars,  which  have  frequently  reached 
200,000  liras  and  occasionally  more. 


Australia  Extends  Deadline 
For  Film  Rental  Proposals 

Deadline  for  American  film  com- 
panies' counter  proposals  to  Aus- 
tralia's move  to  "freeze"  75  per  cent 
of  film  rentals  has  been  set  back 
from  today  to  a  later  date  "within 
a  reasonable  time."  It  is  understood 
that  the  U.  S.  companies  will  pre- 
pare answers  to  the  Australian  pro- 
posals   immediately. 


20th-Fox  to  Pay  37 tec 

Dividend  of  37%  cents  per  share 
on  the  20th-Fox  preferred  stock  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1940  was  declared 
yesterday  by  the  company's  board 
of  directors.  Dividend  is  payable 
March  30  to  stockholders  of  March 
15  record. 


120  Pix  for  Italy  in  1940 

Rome  (By  Cable) — Italian  stu- 
dios will  produce  120  pictures  in 
1940,  it  is  reported  here.  This  will 
be  11  more  than  were  made  in  1939. 


Rifkin,  Circuit  Operator, 

Sees  Neely  Bill  Harmful 

Boston — Opposition  to  the  Neely 
bill  is  voiced  here  by  Herman  Rif- 
kin, former  exchange  operator,  and 
now  head  of  Herman  Rifkin  The- 
aters, circuit  with  houses  in  Spring- 
geld,  Northampton  and  Holyoke. 

"I  think  the  Neely  bill  would  do 
a  lot  of  harm  to  the  theater  busi- 
ness," says  the  indie  operator.  "For 
one  thing,  I  do  not  like  to  see  the 
Government  step  into  this  business. 
There  is  no  reason  for  it. 

"Since  I  have  been  in  the  theater 
business,  I  have  had  no  difficulty 
in  straightening  out  any  matters 
that  might  arise  with  an  individual 
film   exchange." 


Photographic-Projection 

Exports  Down  in  January 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Exports  of  photo- 
graphic and  projection  goods  in  Jan- 
uary, are  reported  by  the  Commerce 
Department  at  $1,394,000  compared 
to  $1,410,000  for  the  same  month  of 
1939.  This  is  a  decrease  of  $16,000. 
Six  months  ending  in  December 
show  exports  for  1939  at  $9,266,000 
compared  to  $9,460,000  for  same  per- 
iod of  1938.  This  is  a  drop  of  $194,- 
000. 


Reisman  on  Three  Weeks' 
Central   American   Survey 

Phil  Reisman,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  RKO's  foreign  department, 
leaves  today  for  a  business  survey 
of  Central  America.  His  itinerary 
is  not  definite  but  he  may  stop  off 
in  Havana  en  route  to  Panama.  He 
will  return  to  New  York  in  about 
three  weeks. 


Brennan  to  be  Jeeter 

in  "Tobacco  Road"  Film 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — When  20th-Fox  brings 
"Tobacco  Road"  to  the  screen,  role 
of  Jeeter  Lester,  played  on  Broad- 
way by  Henry  Hull  and  Jim  Barton, 
will  be  filled  by  Walter  Brennan. 


Sidesteps  Constitutionality 
in  N.  M.  Lottery  Law  Ruling 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M. — Although  it  did 
not  rule  on  the  law's  constitutional- 
ity, the  State  Supreme  Court  has 
upheld  the  right  of  the  Revenue 
Bureau  to  enforce  a  1939  statute 
prohibiting  lotteries. 


20  More  GWTW  Dates 

Bringing  the  total  number  of  en- 
gagements to  738  in  683  cities,  M- 
G-M  announced  20  additional  book- 
ings on  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  yes- 
terday. In  each  of  the  new  engage- 
ments, the  picture  will  be  shown 
three  times  daily  with  only  the  eve- 
ning performances  on  a  reserved  seat 
basis.  Most  of  the  new  dates  are 
in  the  Midwest. 


cominG  add  Gome 


WALTER  J.  HUTCHINSON,  director  of  foreign 
distribution  for  20th-Fox,  returns  to  the  home 
office    Monday   after   a    vacation    in    Florida. 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON,  Monogram  prexy,  ar- 
rives on  the  Coast  Monday,  for  studio  huddles. 

TRUMAN  TALLEY,  Movietone  Ne<Comieftain. 
and    MADELEINE    CARROLL,    arrive..  e    yes- 

terday   on    the    Conte    di    Savoia.       Mres    Carroll 
flew   to   the   Coast  yesterday   afternoon. 

ED.  REEK,  Movietone  News  exec,  has  re- 
turned to  New  York  after  a  short  stay  in  Flor- 
ida. 

J.  J.  MILSTEIN,  Eastern  representative  for 
Edward  Small  Productions,  returned  yesterday 
from  the  Coast. 

IRWIN  SHAW,  author,  has  arrived  on  the 
Coast  to  begin  work  on  a  forthcoming  produc- 
tion   of    David    Loew    and    Albert    Lewin. 

ERNEST  SCHOEDSACK  and  JANICE  LOGAN, 
director  and  featured  player  in  Paramount's 
forthcoming  "Dr.  Cyclops,"  go  to  Denver  short- 
ly for  the  March  6  premiere  of  the  picture 
in    that   city. 

PHIL  REISMAN,  RKO  foreign  manager,  leaves 
for   South    America    today. 

JOHN  JUSTIN,  English  actor,  arrives  here 
Monday  on  the  Washington. 

BILL  MARSHALL  is  en  route  to  the  Coast 
to  start  work  under  a   Warner  contract. 

PAUL  LA  PORTE,  CBS  executive,  sails  today 
on  the  Santa   Rosa  for  a  West  Indies  cruise. 

H.  H.  BUXBAUM,  20th-Fox  branch  manager 
in  New  York,  and  MRS.  BUXBAUM,  are  vacation- 
ing in  Florida. 

KANE  RICHMOND  has  returned  to  the  Coast 
after   a    p.a.   tour   in    the    Mid-west. 

ALBERT  LEWIN  returns  to  Hollywood  the 
first  part  of  next  week,  with  DAVID  LOEW 
following   the   latter  part  of   the   week. 

JAMES  BRACKEN,  New  Haven  Warner  The- 
ater Department  executive,  and  MRS.  BRACKEN, 
celebrated  their  tenth  wedding  anniversary  in 
Atlantic    City. 

MR.  and  MRS.  AARON  FISHMAN  of  the 
Community  Theater,  Fairfield,  Conn.,  have  left 
with  their  family  for  a  three-weeks  stay  in 
Miami. 

LOU  COLDINC,  Fabian  district  manager  up 
in  Albany,  is  back  at  his  desk  after  vacation- 
ing   in    Havana   and    Florida. 

RALPH  PIELOW,  JR.,  son  of  the  Metro-branch 
manager  in  Albany  is  back  visiting  there  on  a 
trip  from   the   West   Coast. 

BILL  SMALLEY,  theater  circuit  head,  is  sun- 
ning himself  at  Miami  Beach  preparatory  to 
the    long   trek   back   north   to   Cooperstown. 

ROSALIND  RUSSELL  arrived  yesterday  from 
the  Coast  via  American  Airlines. 

FRED  ALLEN  and  TED  LEWIS  American  Air- 
lined   to   Boston   yesterday. 

PATRICIA  WILDER  flew  to  the  Coast  yes- 
terday via   American. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

MARCH   1 

John    Loder  Lois   Moran 

Wells    Root 

MARCH  2 

Jack  White  N.  L.  Manheim 

MARCH  3 

Edmund    Lowe  Charlotte   Henry 

Larry  Kent 


600  CRITICS 
PICK  LEO! 

Here's  wfiaf  it  means  to  you! 


Certainly  we're  proud,  but  more  important  is  this: 

"The  Newspaper  Film  Critics  of  America"  is  an  organization 

That  spans  the  nation. 

More  than  600-strong,  its  voice  is  the  voice  of  America. 

Its  annual  vote  just  published  throughout  the  United  States 

Solidifies  the  position  of  M-G-M  as  the  industry's  Leader 

And  of  every  M-G-M  exhibitor  as  the  Leader  in  his  community! 

Here/are  the  results  of  the  national  vote: 

M-G-M  made  the  Best  Picture  of  the  Year  ("Goodbye  Mr.  Chips") 

M-G-M  had  the  Best  Actor  of  the  Year  (Robert  Donat) 


(over) 


(continued) 


M-G-M  had  5  of  die  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  the  Year  ("Mr.  Chips", 

"Mnotchka",  "Pygmalion",  "The  Women",  "Wizard  of  W) 

Nearest  competing  companies  had  2,1,1,1  respectively ! 

These  results  carry  prestige  that  means  money  and  security  for  you. 

They  confirm  many  other  polls  by 

Exhibitors  and  the  press  and  in  the  trade. 

The  leadership  of  Leo  remains  undisputed,  unchallenged! 

In  the  box-office  headlines  all  season  long,  he  continues  now  with 

"Northwest  Passage"  in  Technicolor  (Spencer  Tracy);  "Young  Tom 
Edison"  (Mickey  Rooney);  "Broadway  Melody  of  1940"  (Fred  Astaire, 
Eleanor  Powell);  "Strange  Cargo"  (Clark  Gable,  Joan  Crawford). 

These  are  just  a  few  and  they  will  be  followed  by 

Other  great  M-G-M  attractions  such  as 

"Edison,  The  Man"  (Spencer  Tracy);  "Waterloo  Bridge"  (Vivien  Leigh, 
Robert  Taylor);  "Susan  and  God"  (Joan  Crawford,  Fredric  March); 
"New  Moon"  (Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy);  "The  Mortal  Storm" 
(Margaret  Sullavan,  James  Stewart)  and  many  other  big  entertainments. 

To  the  600  critics  of  The  N.  F.  C.  of  A. 

Who  have  honored  us,  M-G-M  says: 

"We  are  grateful  for  your  vote  of  confidence 

"It  is  not  our  habit  to  rest  on  our  laurels — 

"We  go  forward  at  top  stride  in  behalf  of 

"Exhibitors  and  public  who  have  faith  in  us. 

"We  hope  likewise  to  merit  your  confidence 

"Again  this  year — 

"Thanks!" 


com' 
7-pr 


"Thanks  folks 
and  now 
back  to 
work!" 


Friday,  March  1,  1940 
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AUTONOMY  FOREXTRAS 
TO  GET  SAG  T  VOTE 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  As  soon  as  feasible 
autonomy-for-extras  plan  will  be 
submitted  to  Class  "B"  membership 
of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  for  a 
vote.  ■— "i 

Secretary  Ken  Thomson  said  that 
before  the  Guild  board  made  public 
its  decision  to  submit  such  a  plan, 
it  announced  that  decision  to  an  offi- 
cial committee  sent  to  the  board  by 
the  Class  "B"  Council. 


Bar  Committee  to  Rule 

on   Momand-Dudley  Issue 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.— Whether  J. 
B.  Dudley  can  represent  defendants 
in  the  Federal  District  Court  suit  of 
A.  B.  Momand  against  major  pro- 
ducers, distributors  and  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.,  will  be  decided  by 
a  bar  committee  composed  of  Charles 
France,  chairman,  Clayton  B.  Pierce 
and  Ned  Looney,  all  Oklahoma  City 
lawyers. 

The  three  were  named  by  A.  P. 
Murrah,  Federal  District  Judge,  after 
A.  B.  Momand,  Shawnee  theater 
owner,  filed  objection  to  Dudley's 
appearance  as  attorney  for  the  Grif- 
fith Amusement  Co.  He  claimed 
Dudley  represented  him  in  a  suit 
against  Paramount  Publix  Corp.,  had 
access  to  his  confidential  files,  and 
knows  full  particulars  of  the  similar 
action  against  the  Griffith  company. 

Dudley  had  petitioned  the  court 
for  a  ruling. 


Bids  for  Grand  National 

Equipment  Total  $50,000 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Auction  sale  of  Grand 
National  equipment  closed  yesterday 
with  bids  totalling  approximately 
$50,000.  Tenders  for  electrical 
equipment  amounted  to  $20,000,  and 
$13,000  was  bid  for  cameras,  with  M- 
G-M  being  the  chief  bidder  for  both 
these  items.  Republic  offered  $7,200 
for  trucks.  Bids  for  furniture  and 
stock  room  material  ran  to  approxi- 
mately $10,000.  RKO,  Monogram, 
and  Globe  Productions  were  among 
the  companies  submitting  offers. 

It  was  reported  that  Franklyn 
Warner  has  submitted  a  flat  offer  to 
the  GN  trustee  in  New  York  and  that 
two  other  Eastern  interests  may  also 
submit  lump  bids.  All  bids  are  sub- 
ject to  Federal  Court  approval  in 
New  York. 


Too  Much  Union 

St.  Louis— The  $50,000  damage  suit 
of  G.  A.  Levy  &  Co.,  Inc.,  neon  sign 
manufacturer,  against  four  labor  union 
officials  and  seven  other  sign  companies, 
was  dismissed  on  the  ground  the  plain- 
tiff could  not  secure  in  the  circuit 
court  a  jury  "which  is  not  composed 
largely    of    union    sympathizers." 


ALONG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  At.  DALY; 


•      •      •     ABOUT  one  p.m.  yes'day it  looked  as  if  the  managers 

of  Jack  Dempsey's  Restaurant would  have  to  transplant  the  Ampa 

meetin'  from  the  Eighth  Ave.  premises to  some  venue   of  Boyle's 

Thirty   Acres   proportions Truly,   'twas   the    colossalest   fodder   fete 

which  the  pix  ad  guys  and  gals  have  staged  in  many   moons 

and  the  attendance   of   118   was   a  tribute   to   the   guest  of   honor,   the 

word-barbor,   Frank   S.   (standing   for   "Stoic")   Nugent who's   soon 

to    go    a-scriptin'    on    the    20th-Fox    lot after    serving    his    critical 

apprenticeship  on  The  New  York  Times 


•      •      •     CAPTAIN  Ahab  never  went  after  ole  Moby  Dick 

with  any  sharper  harpoons  than  the  local  film  crew  hurled  into 

the   Nugent   hide   yes'day but  the   young   man  took   it   all 

stoically,   gracefully  and  pleasantly The   Chief  Whaler  was 

Arthur  (Rialto)  Mayer  who  was  educated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Charles where  the  Johnny  Harvard  house  organ  is  christ- 
ened "the  Lampoon" Mayer  must  have  a  complete  run  of 

the  back  and  future  copies  in  the  Rialto's  cellar for  such  a 

ribbing  as  he  handed  Nugent  hasn't  been  heard  'round  these 
diggings  since  Peter  Minuet  made  sport  of  the  Manhattan  Indians 

for  parting  with  their  opulent  isle  for  $24  worth  of  beads, 

buttons  and  other  trinkets 


•      •      •     MISTER  Mayer  pulled  less  punches  in  his  rollicking  speech 

than  Jack  Dempsey  in  his  ring  prime He  even  memorialized 

Frere   Frank   how   often   and   heavily   he   had   lashed   "this    Old   Gray 

Mayer"   via   pix   reviews Arthur  even   defined   the   latter:   "When 

a    critic    bites    an    exhibitor, — that's    a    review" Jonas    Rosenfield 

and   Eddie   Greenberg   (of    the    Ampa   Little    Theater    Group)   staged    a 

swell  satire  on  scripts,  with  Prexy  Paul  Lazarus   as   interlocutor 

Virtually  all  the  Met.  critics  were  on  the  dais and  virtually  every 

important  producing  org.  had  its  own  table There   was  one  very 

paradoxical  exception 


•  •      •     WARNERS'  "The  Fighting  69th"  is  going  great  guns 

over   at   the   Brooklyn   Paramount under   the   showmanful 

sponsorship  of  Si  Fabian To  date,  the  opus  has  broken  the 

record   previously    held    by    "The    Old    Maid" Pix   playing 

Downtown  Brooklyn   during   the   first   week   of   "69th,"   included 
"GWTW"  at  Loew's  Metropolitan;  "Little  Old  New  York,"  Albee; 

and  "His  Girl  Friday"  at  the  Fox which  adds  up  to  SOME 

opposition. ....  .The    Brooklyn    Paramount    has    no    stage    show 

bands ..... .gives  no  dishes  et  cetera has  no  screen  games 

and  prices  Mon.  to  Fri.  are  25c-50c and   on  Sat.   and  Sun. 

35c  and  50c 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     THERE'S  many  a  sweet  note  in  the  band  leaders'  code 

Witness   what  happened  this  mid-week  when  Glenn  Miller  became   ill 

on  the  eve   of  his  N.   Y.  Paramount  engagement Tommy   Dorsey 

was  the  first  to  volunteer  to  pinch-hit  for  Glenn  despite  nightly  appear- 
ances in  N.  J.'s  Meadowbrook  Club Paul  Douglas,  radio  announcer, 

also  enlisted  as  emcee  in  Glenn's  behalf Other  leaders  who  have 

helped  in  the  emergency  include  Dick  Stabile  and  Gene  Krupa 

It's  a  pretty  good  world  after  all 


«       «       « 


»      » 


MAJORS  TO  DISCUSS 
FAIR  EXHIBIT  TODAY 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

calls  for  a  preview  theater.  Major 
company  executives  may  decide  on 
the  issue  today  although  indications 
are  that  definite  action  will  not  be 
taken  until  next  week. 

It  was  believed  by  some  yesterday 
that  a  plan  eventually  would  be 
adopted. 


David  B.  Finestone  Rites 
Will  be  Held  Here  Today 

Funeral  services  for  David  B. 
Finestone,  55,  veteran  theatrical 
man,  identified  with  the  Shuberts 
from  their  early  days  in  Syracuse, 
will  be  held  at  2  p.m.  today  in  the 
Riverside  Memorial  Chapel,  with  in- 
terment following  in  Fairview  (N.J.) 
Cemetery. 

Finestone,  former  general  mana- 
ger for  the  Shuberts  and  long  labor 
relations  expert  for  the  brothers, 
died  at  his  Bogota,  N.  J.,  home  late 
Wednesday,  following  a  stroke  suf- 
fered on  Tuesday. 

Finestone  leaves  a  widow,  Mrs. 
Maud  Finestone;  two  daughters, 
Emily  Maud  and  Ava  Latham;  three 
brothers,  Daniel,  William  and  Harry, 
and  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Yetta  Ruthkoff 
and  Mrs.  Fanny  Schinkman. 


Springfield  Theaters'  100 
"Front"  Workers  Organize 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  About  100 
front  -  of  -  the  -  house  employes  of 
Springfield  theaters  joined  Local 
B-84,    IATSE,    at   a    mass   meeting. 

According  to  John  F.  Gatelee,  IA 
exec,  managements  of  all  theaters 
in  the  city  with  the  exception  of  Par- 
amount and  the  Rifkin  chain  of  nabes 
already  have  signed  contracts  with 
the  union. 


Three   Players   Loaned 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Talent  loans  see  Hal 
Roach  making  Lon  Chaney,  Jr.,  avail- 
able to  Para,  for  "North  West 
Mounted  Police";  Para,  placing 
Frances  Farmer  at  the  disposal  of 
Edward  Small  for  "South  of  Pago 
Pago"  and  Metro  sending  Florence 
Rice  to  20th-Fox  for  "Million  Dol- 
lar Diamond." 

Para.  Takes  Partridge  Book 

West   Coast  Bureau  of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Para,  has  exercised 
its    option    on    Bellamy    Partridge's 
best   seller,   "Country  Lawyer." 


Long  Distance  Order 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — First  reservations  re- 
ceived by  Manager  Fred  Donohue  of  the 
Regent  for  GWTW — the  pix  starts  a  de- 
layed   "moveover"     run     there    Sunday 

came  from  Seneca,  S.  C,  with  a  request 
tickets  be  delivered  to  friends  of  the 
sender  here.  Donohue  thinks  it's  a 
record. 
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Fluorescent  Carpet  Offers  Dramatic 
Solution  to  Theater  Lighting  Problem 


By  PAUL  GARST 

of  Alexander  Smith  &  Sons  Carpet  Co. 

Light  rays  that  are  invisible  to 
the  human  eye  have  been  put  to  work 
in  the  interest  of  greater  safety  and 
convenience  for  theater  patrons.  A 
new  Fluorescent  Carpet,  developed  in 
the  laboratories  of  Alexander  Smith 
&  Sons  Carpet  Co.,  has  the  unusual 
property  of  appearing  self-illumin- 
ated when  it  subjected  to  invisible 
rays  of  "black  light."  When  laid  in 
aisles,  foyers  and  on  the  stairs  and 
exposed  to  the  influence  of  special 
ultra-violet  light  that  the  eye  cannot 
see,  the  carpet  actually  seems  to 
spring  to  life.  Pattern  and  coloring 
stand  out  plainly  and  provide  a  safe 
pathway  through  the  darkened  the- 
ater. Since  the  only  visible  light  is 
that  coming  from  the  carpet  itself, 
the  showing  of  the  picture  is  not 
affected  in  any  way. 

This  phenomenon,  while  mystify- 
ing to  the  observer,  is  easily  ex- 
plained. The  chemicals  with  which 
Fluorescent  Carpet  is  dyed  have  the 
ability  to  absorb  invisible  light  (light 
that  is  beyond  the  visible  range  in 
the  spectrum)  and  to  reflect  it  as  vis- 
ible light.  The  invisible  or  "black 
light"  is  produced  by  special  ultra- 
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violet  lamps  equipped  with  filters 
that  shut  out  all  but  the  invisible 
rays.  These  lamps  may  be  concealed 
in  the  ceiling  in  such  a  manner  that 
no  one  is  aware  of  them.  As  the 
rays  are  exceedingly  diffused,  no 
more  than  two  or  three  lighting  units 
are  required  to  make  the  aisle  car- 
peting fluoresce  with  perhaps  another 
unit  or  two  over  foyers  and  stairs. 
The  "black  light"  is  quite  different 
from  the  rays  given  off  by  the  ordi- 
nary sun  lamp  and  it  does  not  affect 
the  eyes  or  skin  in  any  way. 

The  fluorescent  effect  of  the  new 
carpet  is  sufficiently  bright  so  that 
ordinary  aisle  lights  are  unnecessary 
(except  where  they  are  required  by 
local  ordinances).  The  patron,  even 
if  he  has  just  come  in  from  a  bril- 
liantly sunlit  street,  has  no  difficulty 
in  finding  his  way  down  the  aisle  to 
a  seat  without  assistance  from  an 
usher.  Where  there  are  stairs  to  be 
negotiated  as  in  the  case  of  the  bal- 
cony aisles,  the  luminous  path  cre- 
ated by  Fluorescent  Carpet  is  a  defi- 
nite safety  factor. 

The  special  ultra-violet  lamps 
needed  to  produce  the  invisible  "black 
light"  are  not  expensive  and  have  an 
unusually  long  life  .  .  .  several  times 
as  long,  in  fact,  as  the  life  of  an  ordi- 
nary incandescent  lamp.  They  con- 
sume very  little  current — less  than 
do  the  aisle  lights  in  general  use.  An 
added  advantage  of  the  new  system 
of  lighting  is  that  signs  over  exits, 
powder  rooms  and  smoking  rooms 
lettered  in  luminous  paint,  glow 
brightly  in  the  rays  of  the  ultra- 
violet lamps  thus  making  ordinary 
incandescent  lighting  of  these  signs 
unnecessary. 

For  theater  use,  Fluorescent  Car- 
pet is  just  as  color-fast  as  regular 
carpet.  Soiling  and  wear  do  not  af- 
fect it  any  more  than  they  do  ordi- 
nary carpet  and  it  may  be  cleaned 
by  any  method  that  does  not  injure 
other  types  of  wool  floor  coverings. 
At  the  present  time,  Alexander  Smith 
is  making  Fluorescent  Carpet  in  its 
regular  Crestwood  Carpet  quality 
but,  as  the  fluorescent  effect  is  a 
property  of  the  dyes  rather  than  of 
the  weave,  it  is  physically  possible  to 
produce  fluorescent  carpets  in  any 
type  of  weave. 


Photophone  for  Bolta 

John  C.  Bolta,  president  of  Wake- 
field Cinemas,  Inc.,  operators  of  the 
1,330-seat  Wakefield  in  the  Bronx, 
has  signed  with  RCA  Photophone  for 
new  sound  for  the  house. 


L.  G.  Farrow  to  Build 

Toronto  —  L.  G.  Farrow,  Port 
Credit,  exhibitor,  will  build  a  700- 
seater  in  northwest  Toronto. 


Enlarge  Parma  House 

Parma,  O. — A  45-foot  addition  is  being 
built  to  the  three-year-old  Parma  thea- 
ter, owned  by  James  E.  Scoville,  Howard 
Reif  and  John  D.  Kalafat.  This  will 
increase  the  capacity  by  516  seats,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  1,700.  Equipment  for  the 
addition  is  being  supplied  by  National 
Theater  Supply  Co.  and  includes  chairs, 
carpet,  screen,  Simplex  sound  system, 
Peerless  Magnarc  lamps,  Simplex  E7  pro- 
jectors. 


NEW  CRUSADER  CHAIR 
ADDED  TO  IRWIN  LINE 


Recorded  improvements  effected  by 
the  Irwin  Seating  Co.,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  are  headed  by  the 
addition  of  the  Crusader  theater 
chair  to  the  company's  already  ex- 
tensive line,  it  is  cited  by  organiza- 
tion officials  in  discussing  the  past 
12-month  advances. 

This  new  chair,  which  has  won 
high  favor  with  theatermen,  departs 
from  many  of  the  old  principles  of 
construction,  and  has  been  developed 
and  engineered  so  as  to  offer  the 
utmost  in  quality,  design  and  com- 
fort. The  self -rising  seat  with  hinge 
mechanism  entirely  enclosed,  full 
upholstered  back  with  steel  back 
panel  and  aluminum  rim,  modern 
design  aisle  standards,  structural 
steel  center  standards,  make  the  Cru- 
sader an  outstanding  achievement  in 
modern  theater  seating. 

Company  has  also  improved  stand- 
ard line  of  chairs  by  bringing  out 
new  modern  aisle  standards,  and  also 
added  a  number  of  new  types  of  soft 
covering  material  to  the  line  for 
upholstering  the  backs. 

Other  salient  improvements  are 
enamel  and  wood  finishes  on  all  parts 
of  the  chair;  and  development  of 
harmonizing  color  schemes  for  both 
the  Crusader  and  Standard  Line 
chairs,  so  that  the  chairs  furnished 
in  any  selected  color  scheme  will 
present  a  pleasing  and  neat  installa- 
tion when  installed. 


Newhall   to   Build  New 
Birmingham,  Mich.,  House 

Detroit — Bennett  &  Straight  are 
architects  for  the  new  1,500-seat, 
$100,000  Bloomfield  Theater,  to  be 
erected  on  Hunter  Blvd.,  Birming- 
ham, by  a  new  company  headed  by 
Elbridge  G.  Newhall.  House  will  be 
of  super-  de  luxe  type,  with  de  luxe 
accommodations  like  the  Punch  and 
Judy  Theater  at  Groose  Pointe,  and 
will  be  ready  for  opening  in  the 
Fall.  

Roth  Resurfaces  Screens 

Detroit — Associated  Theater  has 
had  screens  resurfaced  at  three 
houses — the  Center  at  Detroit,  High- 
land Park  at  Highland  Park,  and 
Rialto  at  Flint.  Work  was  done  by 
Roth  Screen  Refinishing  System. 


■  EQUIP.  OUT'( 

NTS  PresidentpominfirrO 

By  GEORMC 

Equipment  Editi't 

SEVERAL  factors  point  to  an  in- 
crease in  film  theater  equip- 
ment sales  in  the  domestic  market 
during  1940.  Among  the  har- 
bingers are  the  conviction  of  ar- 
chitects that  building  costs  will  not 
ise;  belief  that  new  theater  con- 
struction and  remodeling  will  con- 
tinue to  spurt;  and  the  unmistak- 
able trend  of  circuits  and  individual 
exhibitors  to  recognize  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  the  effec- 
tuation of  improvements  currently 
in  order  to  gain  maximum  revenue 
and  meet  the  competition  provided 
by  the  building  and  re-opening  of 
houses  in  their  communities. 

That  film  houses  are  numerically 
on  the  increase  is  disclosed  by  the 
recent  survey  conducted  by  THE 
FILM  DAILY.  Active  houses  as  of 
Jan.  1,  1940,  totaled  17,003,  which 
is  a  sharp  rise  of  1,302  over  the 
Jan.  1,  1939  total. 

Convincing  testimony  of  the  cur- 
rent equipment  market's  live  po- 
tentialities is  furnished,  too,  by  the 
assertion  of  Walter  E.  Green,  presi- 
dent of  National  Theater  Supply 
Co.,  shortly  before  leaving  New 
York  this  week  for  approximately 
a  month's  survey  of  several  impor- 
tant company  branches,  including 
those  in  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco, 
Seattle,  Minneapolis,  Milwaukee  and 
Chicago. 

COMPANY  equipment  sales  as 
a  whole  have  been  excellent," 
Green  stated,  "but  the  extent  of 
exhibitor  response  to  the  box-office 
value  of  new  sound  surprised  even 
us." 

He  cited  that  during  the  recent 
NTS  sales  drive,  which  was  ad- 
mittedly the  most  successful  ever 
conducted  by  the  company,  that 
National  closed  orders  for  135 
complete  Simplex  Four-Star  Sound 
Systems,  together  with  an  excep- 
tional number  of  sound  moderniza- 
tion jobs,  totaling  over  $200,000  in 
sales.  Every  branch  of  the  nation- 
wide organization  closed  deals  with 
theaters   for  Simplex   Sound. 

Green  said  that  both  new  and 
old  theaters  accounted  for  the  re- 
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markable  volume  of  Simplex  Sound 
orders  booked  by  his  organization. 
In  the  100  per  cent  record  made 
by  all  branches  turning  in  orders, 
notable  sales  performances  were 
registered  by  Manager  J.  I.  Rob- 
erts of  the  Dallas  branch  with  13 
Simplex  Sound  Systems,  by  Herman 
Hunt  of  Cincinnati  with  8,  by  W. 
J.  Turnbull  of  Detroit  with  10,  H. 
Blumberg  of  Philadelphia  with  8, 
and  James  Frank,  Jr.,  of  New  York 
with   10. 


HE  expressed  the  view  that  1940 
would  see  very  satisfactory 
sales,  barring  unlooked-for  con- 
tingencies, in  all  products  carried 
by  NTS.  These  include,  in  addition 
to  Simplex  Projectors  and  Sound 
Systems,  Peerless  Magnarc  Suprex 
Type  projection  lamps,  and  those 
various  intensity  types  of  Hall  & 
Connolly,  Peerless  and  Simplex; 
Hertner  Motor  Generators;  G-E 
Copper  Oxide  Rectifiers:  Bausch  & 
Lomb  lenses;  Walker  Screen;  Alex- 
ander Smith  &  Sons  Carpet;  the- 
ater chairs  of  Irwin  Seating  Co.  and 
American  Seating  Co.;  National 
Surocco  Blowers  and  Washers; 
Timco  Ticket  Registers;  Universal 
Coinmeter  coin  changers;  the  ticket 
choppers  and  boxes  of  Newman 
Bros,  and  Goldberg  Bros.;  National 
Curtain  Control  and  Track;  National 
Super  Service's  vacuum  cleaners; 
National  Projection  Carbons;  G-E 
Mazda  Lamps;  Neumade  Film  Cab- 
inets and  Rewind  Tables;  and  Ad- 
vance Popcorn  Machines. 


HORNSTEIN  REPORTS 
EQUIP.  SALES  BRISK 


Recent  installations  reported  by 
Joe  Hornstein,  Inc.,  film  theater 
equipment  specialists,  include  Ideal 
chairs  for  Sam  Baker's  Trylon  The- 
ater in  Long  Island  City,  and  for 
three  of  Straussberg's  Brooklyn 
house, — the  State,  Kismet  and  Sum- 
ner. The  Lido,  in  that  territory,  has 
also  been  supplied  with  Ideal  chairs 
as  well  as  a  Ratone  screen  and  Kara- 
gheusian  carpet. 

The  Academy  in  Wappinger  Falls, 
N.  Y,  has  obtained  Motiograph  pro- 
jectors, Brenkert  projection  lamps, 
Rolini  motor  -  generator,  Ratone 
screen  and  Karagheusian  carpet. 
Belle  Theaters  operating  the  local 
Star  is  another  house  to  order  Ideal 
chairs. 

Fabian's  Staten,  in  New  Dorp,  S. 
I.,  has  been  supplied  with  a  Ratone 
Screen,  Ideal  chairs  and  Karagheu- 
sian carpet.  Max  Felder's  Vogue 
Theater  here  has  installed  a  Ratone 
screen. 

Hornstein's  organization  has  re- 
cently put  Motiograph  projectors, 
Brenkert  projection  lamps  and  Ra- 
tone screens  in  two  Kallet  houses, 
— the  Madison  in  Oneida,  N.  Y.  and 
the  Capitol  in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  as  well 
as  filling  similar  orders  for  Scholemi- 
son's  Norbury  in  Ellenville,  N.  Y. 
Ideal  chairs  have  gone  into  the  Nor- 
bury, plus  Karagheusian  carpet  and 
a  Rolini  rectifier  Kallet's  Madison 
has  also  been  supplied  with  Karag- 
heusian carpet. 


Two  1,200-Seaters 

Chicago — Rapp  &  Rapp,  theater  archi- 
tects, report  plans  tor  two  1,200-seat 
tilm  theaters  are  now  being  prepared  in 
their  Chicago   otfices. 


Strong  Electric  Corp. 

Introducing  New  Unit 


For  the  moderate  size  theater, 
using  a  screen  up  to  18  feet  in  width, 
and  in  which  high  intensity  projec- 
tion cost  has  been  a  deterring  factor 
in  the  exhibitor  mind,  the  Strong 
Electric  Corp.  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  is 
marketing  a  perfectly  balanced  and 
co-ordinated  lamp  and  rectifier  unit 
of  intermediate  capacity  which  ex- 
actly fits  the  needs  of  this  class  of 
theater. 

This  new  H-I  automatic  projector 
arc  lamp  is  known  as  the  "New 
Strong  Utility,"  and  its  function  is 
to  permit  film  houses  in  the  afore- 
mentioned bracket  to  secure  desired 
screen  brilliancy  with  the  present 
dense  black  and  white  and  the  color 
films,  which  demand  twice  as  much 
light  as  is  possible  to  project  via  any 
low  intensity  lamp. 

The  "New  Strong  Utility"  makes 
possible  the  doubling  of  light  at  an 
increased  combined  current  and  car- 


CARRIER  SEES  SALES 
JUMP  OF  20%  IN  '40 


Syracuse  —  Employment  of  more 
than  200  new  men  since  Jan.  1  by 
Carrier  Corp.,  air  conditioning  unit 
manufacturers,  is  characterized  by 
J.  I.  Lyle,  company's  president,  as 
"not  only  a  hopeful  sign  for  general 
business,  but  also  as  an  indication 
that  air  conditioning  demand  for 
large  scale  installations  was  main- 
taining the  pace  set  last  year." 

Lyle  asserts  the  increase  in  busi- 
ness is  expected  to  result  in  a  20 
per  cent  jump  in  sales  in  1940  over 
1939.  Sales  in  1939,  he  points  out, 
gained  12  per  cent  over  1938. 


New  Keego  Harbor  House 

Detroit— New  600  to  800-seat  house 
is  to  be  erected  by  Cliff  Giesseman 
of  Altec  Service  Co.,  former  manager 
of  the  huge  Michigan  Theater,  and 
Bud  Harris,  chief  projectionist  at 
United  Detroit  Theaters,  at  Keego 
Harbor.  House  will  be  ready  for 
May  opening. 


bon  cost  of  less  than  two  cents  per 
hour. 


Rauch  Forms  New  Firm 

Detroit — Richard  W.  Rauch  has 
established  the  Movie-Products  Co. 
at  8  North  Ave.,  Highland  Park,  to 
manufacture  a  device  for  editing  mo- 
tion picture  film. 


New  St.  Paul  Project 

St.  Paul,  Minn. — A  new  theater, 
the  Falcon,  will  make  its  bow  at 
Larpenteur  and  Snellings  Aves.  in 
early  Summer. 


the  Motion  Picture  Industry  with 
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You  can  treat  Alexander  Smith  Carpets  pretty  rough 

too.    Repeated  wear  tests  prove  their  amazing  long 

life   .    .   .   one   reason   you   find   them   in   most   of 

the   country's   successful    theatres. 
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OHIO  ITO  CHARGES 
POLICY  VIOLATION 


Columbus,  0. — Yesterday's  final 
session  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio  conven- 
tion brought  forth  a  highly  informa- 
tive open  discussion  of  the  sales 
policies  of  the  eight  majors.  The 
companies'  policies  were  made  public 
by  Secretary  Pete  J.  Wood  as  an- 
swers to  his  questionnaire,  and  pub- 
lished for  the  first  time  in  The  Film 
Daily  yesterday.  Point  on  cancella- 
tions was  passed  over  for  time  be- 
ing, contention  being  that  a  complete 
year  is  necessary  for  an  accurate 
check. 

However,  three  other  points,  cov- 
ering the  forcing  of  shorts  and /or 
newsreels  with  features  and  con- 
tinued use  of  score  charges  as  such, 
were  hotly  contested.  Secretary 
Wood  was  instructed  by  a  unanimous 
resolution  to  advise  the  companies 
that  each  has  made  a  general  prac- 
tice of  violating  at  least  one  of  the 
points  in  Ohio.  By  way  of  conclu- 
sive evidence  photostatic  copies  of 
1939-40  contracts  are  being  prepared. 

President  Martin  G.  Smith  of 
Toledo  and  Secretary  Pete  J.  Wood, 
only  officers  to  hold  those  positions 
during  the  seven-year  life  of  ex- 
hibitors' group,  were  re-elected,  as 
were  all  other  incumbents.  Hoy 
Simons,  Washington  Court  House, 
was  elected  treasurer  to  succeed  M. 
B.  Horwitz,  Cleveland,  resigned.  New 
directors  replacing  J.  Real  Neth,  Co- 
lumbus, resigned,  and  Simons  were: 
Leo  Kessel,  Lancaster,  and  C.  G. 
Deckman,  Cleveland.  All  elections 
were  unanimous. 


UDT  Takes  Over  the  Madison 

Detroit — Madison  Theater,  down- 
town house,  will  be  taken  over  to- 
morrow by  United  Detroit  Theaters 
from  Arthur  Robinson  and  Charles 
C.  Perry.  The  present  subsequent- 
run  policy  continues  temporarily, 
but  rumors  are  current  that  the 
house  may  shift  to  first-runs  to  re- 
lieve the  shortage  of  first-run  out- 
lets. 


Switch  Bernhardt  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — First  directorial  as- 
signment of  Kurt  Bernhardt  at  War- 
ners will  be  "You  Can't  Escape 
Forever"  instead  of  "Money  and  the 
Woman." 


Moral:  Advertise 

Columbus,  0. — Jerry  Steele,  operator 
of  the  Apollo  Theater,  Oberlin,  was 
"hit"  Tuesday  night  by  the  "Pot  o' 
Cold." 

According  to  the  information  received 
by  Steele  at  the  ITO  of  Ohio  convention, 
a  resident  of  Berlin  Heights  was  in  the 
theater  when  his  phone  was  called  by 
Turns,   sponsor  of   the   program. 

Steele  stated  he  had  dropped  out  of 
the  exhib.  campaign  which  offered  to 
double  the  $1,000  radio  giveaway  award 
should  a  potential  recipient  be  in  the 
theater  one  week  ago.  However,  the 
fact  had  not  been  generally  advertised, 
and  the  "winner"  demanded  his  money 
regardless. 


Better  Films  Council  of  Louisville  Decides 

to  Reconsider  Neely  Bill  Endorsement 

Louisville — The  Better  Films  Council  of  Louisville  yesterday  decided  to  reconsider 
its  action  in  endorsing  the  Neely  anti-block-booking  bill,  following  a  talk  by  George  N. 
Hunt,  Jr.,  local  manager  of  Loew's,  who  advised  the  members  that  the  bill  was  not  writ- 
ten for  the  moral  protection  of  the  public  from  pictures  it  shouldn't  see,  but  is  merely 
a  measure  to  regulate  buying  and  selling  prices. 


Creditors  of  Educational 
Ask  GN  Claims  be  Dropped 
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tures.  The  application  was  made  at 
a  first  meeting  of  creditors  when  a 
contest  over  the  election  of  a  trustee 
of  Educational  developed. 

A  group  consisting  of  Erpi,  Lloyd 
Wright  and  Snider,  Duke  ana  Landis, 
with  claims  totaling  $450,000,  nom- 
inated James  A.  Davidson,  present 
receiver,  for  the  position  of  trustee, 
as  opposed  to  Sidney  Abrams,  who 
had  been  named  by  Joseph  Dannen- 
berg,  attorney  for  the  GN  trustee. 

The  GN  claim  is  based  on  a  con- 
tention that  Educational  breached  a 
contract  with  GN  under  which  it 
purchased  1,100,000  shares  of  GN 
stock  in  return  for  the  transfer  of 
Educational's  assets.  The  trustee 
for  GN  charged  that  Educational's 
assets  were  only  worth  $46,000.  At- 
torneys for  the  Erpi  group  asserted 
that  the  GN  claim  was  not  for  a 
fixed  sum  and  could  not  be  used  to 
elect  a  trustee.  Referee  Joyce,  with- 
out passing  on  the  application,  ad- 
journed hearings  to  March  5  at  11:30 
a.m.  to  study  the  contract  under 
question. 

Later  yesterday,  Dannenberg,  at 
an  adjourned  GN  hearing  examined 
George  Blake,  Edmund  V.  Halley, 
Harold  Saxe,  former  controller,  and 
Sidney  Abrams,  in  reference  to 
transactions  between  GN  and  certain 
of  its  creditors. 


Frank  N.  Murphy,  Sound  Pix 
Pioneer,  is  Dead  at  55 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Frank  N.  Murphy, 
formerly  head  of  Warner  Bros,  stu- 
dio's electrical  department,  died  yes- 
terday of  a  heart  ailment  following 
a  long  illness.  Murphy,  who  was  55, 
retired  from  his  Warner  Bros,  post 
two  years  ago.  He  joined  the  com- 
pany shortly  after  1920  and  with  the 
late  Sam  Warner  and  Major  Nathan 
Levinson  was  a  pioneer  in  the  de- 
velopment of  sound  in  pictures. 

Builds  Doris  Davenport 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Sam  Goldwyn  has 
ordered  three  days  of  re-takes  to 
strengthen  the  role  of  Doris  Daven- 
port in  "The  Westerner."  Lewis 
Milestone  will  handle  the  added 
scenes  in  William  Wyler's  absence. 

Delmar  Story  Purchased 

West    Coast   Bureau  of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Purchase  of  "Rain  or 
Shine,"  original  story  by  Vina  Del- 
mar,  was  announced  yesterday  by 
Sol  Wurtzel.  Picture  will  be  put  into 
production  within  the  next  few  weeks 
on  the  20th-Fox  lot. 


20th-Fox  Sales  Executives 
Huddle  on  1940-41  Product 
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and  other  company  matters  will  be 
discussed,  in  addition  to  an  outline 
by  the  field  men  of  what  they  de- 
sire in  the  way  of  product  for  the 
season  as  a  determining  factor  to 
set  the  company's  production  bud- 
get. 

Among  those  attending  in  addi- 
tion to  Wobber  will  be:  district  man- 
agers Tom  H.  Bailey,  Boston;  Edgar 
Moss,  Philadelphia;  George  A.  Rob- 
erts, Cleveland;  J.  P.  O'Loghlin, 
Canada;  M.  A.  Levy,  Minneapolis; 
Harry  G.  Ballance,  Atlanta;  and 
Ward  E.  Scott,  Kansas  City.  Branch 
managers  Clyde  W.  Eckhardt,  Chi- 
cago; Lester  Sturm,  Detroit;  George 
Landis,  Indianapolis;  and  Jack  Lo- 
rentz,  Milwaukee;  and  branch  sales 
manager  Joseph  J.  Lee  of  New 
York  will  also  attend. 

The  home  office  delegation  will 
include  overseas  sales  manager 
Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  division  sales 
managers  W.  J.  Kupper,  W.  C 
Gehring  and  William  Sussman; 
Charles  E.  McCarthy,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  William  J. 
Clark,  short  subject  sales  manager, 
Jack  Bloom,  contract  department 
manager,  Martin  J.  Moskowitz,  Jack 
Sichelman,  Roger  Ferri,  editor  of  the 
Dynamo,  C.  A.  Hill,  E.  H.  Collins, 
Ted  Shaw,  Irving  Maas,  Leslie  Whe- 
lan,  Harvey  Day  and  others. 


Report  RKO  Taking  Over  6 
Cocalis  Theaters  in  Bronx 
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six  Cocalis  houses  in  The  Bronx. 
Whether  the  theaters  will  be  pooled 
with  the  RKO  houses  or  taken  over 
outright  has  not  been  learned,  al- 
though indications  are  that  the  deal 
will  be  similar  to  the  RKO-Schine 
pooling  arrangement  in  Syracuse. 


FCC  OKAYS  LIMITED 
COMMERCIAL  TELE 


Processing  "Isle  of  Destiny" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — First  print  order  on 
the  RKO  feature  in  color,  "Isle  of 
Destiny,"  is  now  on  way  through 
Cinecolor  processing  plant  at  Bur- 
bank.  Trade  is  anxious  for  a  look  at 
the  feature  after  the  unusual  re- 
sults delivered  by  Cinecolor  in  Mono- 
gram's recent  "Gentleman  From 
Arizona." 


Autry  Stays  on  Radio 

West    Coast   Bureau  of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Gene  Autry,  Repub- 
lic's Public  Cowboy  No.  One,  who 
is  on  the  air  Sunday  afternoon  with 
his  Wrigley  gum  "Melody  Ranch" 
program,  has  just  signed  a  new  13- 
weeks'  contract  for  the  continua- 
tion of  that  program. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

classes  1  and  2.  Class  1  stations 
are  strictly  for  research  activities 
while  Class  2  stations  are  those 
which  will  be  permitted  to  a^opt  the 
limited  commercial  policyiomt 

Recent  demonstrations  ^er  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  on  their  in- 
spection trip  "indicate  the  need  for 
further  improvement  in  the  tech- 
nical quality  of  television,"  the  an- 
nouncement   states. 

"The  evidence  before  the  Commis- 
sion reveals  a  substantial  possibil- 
ity that  the  art  may  be  on  threshold 
of  significant  advance.  Research  in 
fact  does  and  should  continue  in 
significant  phases  of  the  field,"  it 
was  added. 

Increased  size  of  receiving  set 
screens  is  essential  to  widespread 
public  acceptance  of  television,  the 
FCC  believes.  The  industry  should 
also  continue  experiments  in  the 
staging  and  studio  aspects  of  tele- 
vision performances,  the  Commission 
stated. 

Hailing  the  development  of  tele- 
vision thus  far  as  "a  mighty 
achievement,"  the  Commission  point- 
ed out  that  to  issue  definite  stand- 
ards at  this  time  might  tend  to 
freeze  development  at  the  present 
point,  whereas  intensive  research  is 
necessary  before  television  can  be 
fully  presented  to  the  public. 

CBS  Announces  Week-End 
Television  Schedules 

A.  H.  Morton,  vice-president  of 
CBS  in  charge  of  television,  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  the  following 
week-end  television  programs  are 
ready:  Tonight,  the  15-round  fight 
between  Bob  Pastor  and  Lee  Savold; 
tomorrow  night,  Intercollegiate  4-A 
track  meet  from  Madison  Square 
Garden;  Sunday  night,  complete 
version  of  the  current  Broadway 
stage  show,  "When  We  Are  Married." 

NBC  plans  to  boost  its  special  tele- 
vision schedules,  and  now  has  ready 
the  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day Sun  Oil  program  with  Lowell 
Thomas. 


:: 


: 


I 


Sweden  Will  Not  "Freeze" 
Money  of  Film  Companies 

Sweden  will  permit  export  ex- 
change on  a  number  of  commodities, 
including  motion  pictures,  it  was 
learned  yesterday.  This  relieves  the 
situation  as  it  was  feared  that  money 
held  by  U.  S.  companies  in  Sweden 
would  be  frozen. 


N.  Y.  Exhib.  Solon 

Albany — New  York's  legislature  has 
one  exhib.  in  its  ranks  in  Assemblyman 
William  T.  A.  Webb,  who  represents 
Delaware  County.  Webb  manages  the 
Sidney,  Sidney,  and  broke  into  the  exhib. 
game  first  at  Orlando,  Fla.,  where  he 
was  manager  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. At  that  spot,  Webb  used  the 
municipal  hall  as  a  theater  and  insti- 
tuted a  family  admission  rate  of  50 
cents. 


: 


Friday,  March  1,  1940 


6WTW  WINS  EIGHT 
M.P.  ACADEMY  AWARDS 
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mately  10,000  persons  gathered  out- 
side    the      Ambassador     to      catch 
^glimpses    of    the    film    celebrities — 
''  stars,  f~   xttors.    writers,    producers 
and  tec/""""" ;ians. 

Total   ballots    cast    in    the    voting 
.  was  announced  as  12,000. 

Awards  were  presented  in  the 
form  of  "Oscars"  and  plaques  by 
the  following:  Mervyn  LeRoy,  chair- 
man of  the  program  committee,  made 
the  best  director  awards;  Sinclair 
[Lewis  for  the  best  writing;  Y.  Frank 
[Freeman  for  the  year's  outstanding 
production;  Edwin  Arnold  for  the 
]M.  P.  Relief  Fund;  Dr.  Ernest  Martin 
Hopkins  presented  the  Irving  Thal- 
;berg  award  which  went  to  David  O. 
j  Selznick  for  the  most  consistent  high 
quality  production  during  1939  to 
I  carry  on  the  ideals  represented  by 
;  Irving  Thalberg;  Fay  Bainter  made 
the  best  supporting  players  award; 
i  Spencer  Tracy  to  the  best  actor  and 
actress,  while  Mickey  Rooney  pre- 
sented a  plaque  to  Judy  Garland  for 
<her  outstanding  performance  in 
present  day  juvenile  roles. 

Walter  Wanger's  "Stagecoach" 
i  was  winner  of  two  awards  —  best 
scoring  and  best  supporting  actor 
role;  Samuel  Goldwyn's  "Wuthering 
Heights"  for  the  best  black  and 
white  photography;  Columbia's  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington"  for  the 
best  original  story;  Universal's 
"When  Tomorrow  Comes"  for  the 
best  sound  recording,  and  20th-Fox's 
"The  Rains  Came"  for  the  best  spe- 
cial effects. 

Orchestras  played  the  songs  nom- 
inated for  the  award  during  the  danc- 
ing that  preceded  and  followed  the 
banquet. 

Technical  awards  were  presented 
by  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  to  the  follow- 
ing for  scientific  or  technical  achieve- 
ment: To  George  Anderson  of  the 
Warner  Bros,  studio  for  an  improved 
positive  head  for  sun  arcs;  to  John 
Arnold  of  M-G-M  for  M-G-M's  mo- 
bile camera  crane;  to  Thomas  T. 
Moulton  and  Fred  Albin  of  the  sound 
department  of  the  Samuel  Goldwyn 
studio  for  origination  and  for  ap- 
plication of  delta  D.  B.  tests  to  the 
sound  recording  of  motion  pictures; 
to  Emery  Huse  and  Ralph  B.  Atkin- 
son of  the  Eastman  Kodak  Co.  for 
their  specifications  for  chemical  anal- 
ysis of  photographic  developers  and 
fixing  bath. 

To  Farciot  Edouart,  Joseph  E. 
Robbins,  William  Rudolph  and  Para- 
mount for  design  and  construction 
of  a  quiet,  portable  treadmill;  to 
Harold  Nye  of  Warner  Bros,  for  a 
miniature  incandescent  spot  lamp; 
to  A.  A.  Tondreau  of  Warner  Bros, 
for  design  and  manufacture  of  an 
improved  sound  track  printer;  to  F. 
R.  Abbott,  Heller  Belt,  Alan  Cook 
and  Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Co.  for 
faster  projection  lenses;  to  Mitchell 
Camera  Co.  for  a  new  type  process 
projection  head;  to  Mole  Richardson 
Co.  for  a  new  type  automatically- 
controlled    projection    arc    lamp;    to 


Voice  Trouble 

Camden,  N.  J. — Downtown  house  here 
is  having  trouble  with  "voices."  Every 
so  often  the  sound  track  goes  dead  and 
while  the  screen  actors  talk,  a  voice 
booms: 

"Calling  all  cars.  Stand  by  for  a  fire 
call." 

Technicians  have  found  the  electrical 
phenomena  is  caused  whenever  a  police 
radio  car  stops  at  a  certain  spat  near 
the  theater. 


Censorship  of  Newsreels 

to  be  Eased,  Says  Talley 
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numerous  conferences  he  had  held 
with  the  ministers  of  information 
in  neutral  and  belligerent  countries 
had  resulted  in  an  understanding 
which  would  ease  censorship  and 
expedite  shipment  of  newsreel  ma- 
terial. He  stated  that  an  easing  of 
censorship  would  undoubtedly  result 
in  increased  newsreel  coverage  of 
the  war. 

Talley  left  New  York  early  in 
December  and  visited  Italy,  France, 
England,  Holland,  Belgium  and 
Switzerland  during  his  European 
stay.  He  also  spent  some  time  in 
the  Maginot  Line  while  in  France. 
Talley  said  that  an  understanding 
had  been  reached  in  France  by  which 
newsreel  companies  in  the  future 
would  only  have  access  to  their  own 
material  for  distribution  outside  of 
that  country,  whereas,  in  the  past, 
duplicate  prints  have  been  sent  to  all 
reels  of  all  material  taken. 

At  the  present  time,  Movietone 
has  a  large  staff  covering  all  war 
fronts  and  European  neutral  coun- 
tries from  the  Near  East  to  the 
Arctic  Circle.  Bonney  Powell,  crack 
cameraman  of  the  newsreel  forces, 
is  now  heading  the  Movietone  staff 
on  the  Arctic  front,  Talley  disclosed. 


Madeleine  Carroll,  also  an  arrival 
on  the  Conte  di  Savoia,  left  yester- 
day afternoon  by  plane  for  the 
Coast  to  start  work  in  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille's  production  of  the  "Northwest 
Mounted    Police"   for    Paramount. 


John  Joseph  in  Chicago 

Chicago — John  Joseph,  Universal 
advertising  director,  is  here  supervis- 
ing the  world  premieres  at  the  RKO 
Palace  Theater,  of  "The  House  of 
Seven  Gables"  and  "Black  Friday." 
Margaret  Lindsay,  Vincent  Price  anl 
Bela  Lugosi  are  making  personal  ap- 
pearances. 


Metro  Gets  Two  Stories 

West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Metro  has  acquired 
film  rights  to  "The  Reign  of  Soapy 
Smith,"  novel  by  Edwin  V.  Westrate 
and  William  Ross  Collier,  and  "For- 
ever," an  original  by  Mildred  Cram. 


Charles  Handley,  David  Joy  and 
the  National  Carbon  Co.  for  im- 
proved and  more  stable  high  inten- 
sity carbon;  to  Minton  Hoch  and 
Technicolor  M.  P.  Corp.,  for  auxil- 
iary optical  system;  to  Don  Mus- 
grave  and  Selznick  International  for 
pioneering  in  use  of  co-ordinated 
equipment  in  "Gone  With  the  Wind." 


«REVieiUS» 

"The  House  Across  the 
Bay" 

with   George   Raft  and  Joan   Bennett 

UA-Wanger  72  mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

CRIME  STORY  WITH  SOME  FRESH 
ANGLES  IS  SPLENDIDLY  PLAYED  BY 
ABLE  CAST. 

Here  is  a  crime  story  that  has  some 
fresh  angles.  It  has  been  well  produced 
by  Walter  Wanger,  with  Archie  Mayo  turn- 
ing in  a  good  job  of  directing.  George 
Raft  and  Joan  Bennett  do  fine  work  in  the 
starring  roles,  while  Gladys  Geroge,  Lloyd 
Nolan  and  Walter  Pidgeon  give  splendid 
performances.  As  a  night  club  performer, 
Joan  Bennett  sings  two  numbers,  "Chula, 
Chihuahua!"  by  Jule  Styne,  Nick  Castle 
and  Sidney  Clare,  and  "I'll  Be  a  Fool 
Again"  by  Al  Siegel.  Kathryn  Scola  wrote 
the  screenplay,  based  on  an  original  story 
by  Myles  Connolly.  Raft,  a  New  York 
night  club  operator,  falls  in  love  with  Joan, 
and  marries  her.  He  loves  her  deeply 
and  to  impress  her,  acquires  another  night 
club,  a  distillery,  a  munitions  works  and 
race  horses,  using  ruthless  methods  in  his 
upward  climb.  Suddenly,  his  little  empire 
crashes  and  he  faces  government  charges 
for  income  tax  dodging.  Enemy  racketeers 
fire  upon  him,  and  Joan,  realizing  his  life 
is  in  danger,  believes  that  by  spending  a 
year  in  jail  he  will  pay  his  debts  to  society 
and  his  life  will  be  safe.  Raft's  lawyer, 
Nolan,  who  claims  to  be  in  love  with  Joan, 
leads  her  to  believe  the  court  will  let  him 
off  with  a  sentence  of  a  year.  Secretly, 
Joan  furnishes  the  government  with  evi- 
dence that  helps  cause  Raft's  conviction. 
Instead  of  one  year,  he  is  sentenced  to 
10  at  Alcatraz.  To  be  near  him,  Joan 
takes  an  apartment  on  Telegraph  Hill  over- 
looking the  bay.  Joan  meets  Pidgeon,  an 
airplane  builder,  who  falls  in  love  with  her, 
although  she  does  not  encourage  him.  Nolan 
leads  Raft  to  believe  Joan  and  Pidgeon 
are  having  an  affair,  and  Raft  breaks  jail. 
Pidgeon  convinces  him  that  Joan  has  been 
faithful  to  Raft  and  that  Nolan  has  be- 
trayed him.  Raft  slays  Nolan,  and  feeling 
that  Pidgeon  is  the  right  person  for  Joan, 
he  knowingly  swims  to  his  death  as  Alcatraz 
guards   fire   at  him. 

CAST:  George  Raft,  Joan  Bennett,  Lloyd 
Nolan,  Gladys  George,  Walter  Pidgeon,  June 
Knight,  Peggy  Shannon,  Edward  Fielding, 
Miki  Morita,  Eda  McDaniels,  William 
Wayne,  Joseph  Sawyer,  Cy  Kendall,  Vir- 
g'nia  Brissac,  Joseph  Crehan,  William  Hal- 
ligan,  Kenneth  Harlow,  Ed  Marr,  Norman 
Willis,   Georges   Renavant,   Mack   Gray. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Walter  Wanger;  Di- 
rector, Archie  Mayo;  Author,  Myles  Con- 
nolly; Screenplay,  Kathryn  Scola;  Camera- 
man, Merritt  Gerstad;  Special  Photogra- 
phic Effects,  Ray  Binger;  Art  Director, 
Alexander  Golitzen;  Associate,  Richard 
Irving;  Editorial  Supervisor,  Otho  Lovering; 
Editor,  Dorothy  Spencer;  Musical  Score, 
Warner  Janssen;  Songs  by  Jule  Styne,  Nick 
Castle,  Sidney  Clare  and  Al  Siegel;  Dances, 
Sammy  Lee. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Report  Addison  Resignation 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — H.  M.  Addison, 
Northeastern  divisional  manager  of 
Loew's  Theaters,  is  reported  to  have 
resigned. 


ASK  COURT  SET  DATE 
FOR  PRE-TRIAL  MEET 
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majors  revealed  last  night.  The 
notice  of  this  request,  accompanied 
by  a  voluminous  list  of  statements 
which  the  D  of  J  will  seek  to  have 
stipulated  before  trial,  was  served 
on  the  majors'  attorneys  yesterday. 

The  notice  stated  that  a  confer- 
ence would  prove  effective  in  simpli- 
fying the  issues  of  the  trial  and 
would  substantially  reduce  the  time 
necessary  to  try  the  case. 

Government  application  on  this 
matter  will  be  heard  at  the  same 
time  as  the  argument  for  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  possible  inti- 
midation of  government  witnesses. 
Proposed  stipulation  is  divided  into 
a  number  of  categories  covering 
branches  of  the  industry,  competi- 
tive conditions  in  the  industry,  in- 
terstate commerce,  offenses  charged, 
trade  practices  and  statistical  ex- 
hibits. 

In  reference  to  branches  of  indus- 
try the  government  asks  for  a  stip- 
ulation that  there  are  three  branches; 
types  of  pictures  released  from  1932 
through  1937;  that  defendants  pro- 
duced the  finer  type  of  pictures  and 
that  indie  exhibitors  cannot  suc- 
cessfully operate  without  major 
product.  Among  exhibits  to  be  used 
the  notice  stated,  will  be  statistical 
surveys  obtained  from  THE  FILM 
DAILY  YEAR  BOOK  and  other 
trade  publications.  A  number  of 
other  charts  and  graphs  will  be 
submitted  to  the  defendants  at  the 
conference  for  them  to  check  on  their 
accuracy. 

Competitive  conditions  refer, 
among  other  things,  to  names  and 
locations  of  first-run  houses  in  key 
cities  owned  by  defendants,  percent- 
age of  pictures  of  defendants  ex- 
hibited in  these  houses  and  a  num- 
ber of  alleged  facts  which  would 
show  that  the  producer-exhibitor  de- 
fendants work  hand  in  hand  in  the 
exhibition  of  pictures. 

The  stipulation  sets  forth  state- 
ments which  would  show  that  the 
defendants  are  engaged  in  interstate 
commerce  and  ship  films  across  state 
lines.  Offenses  charged  seek  to 
prove  that  the  defendants  have  in- 
tegrated the  industry,  used  each 
other's  product  and  reserved  their 
first-run  houses  for  major  films. 

Under  the  heading  trade  prac- 
tices the  stipulation  asks  the  admis- 
sion of  certain  claimed  practices  in 
reference  to  the  sale  of  films  to  in- 
dies as  contrasted  with  the  sale  to 
affiliates.  Block-booking,  regulation 
of  admission  prices,  play  dates,  sale 
of  shorts  and  newsreels,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  practices  are  covered 
in  the  stipulation. 
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Kansas  City — Jimmy  Nixon,  man- 
ager of  Music  Hall,  is  beaming  over 
the  arrival  of  his  third  daughter, 
born  in  St.  Joseph's  Hospital. 


UNRIVALED 
PERFORMANCE 


NO  wonder  cameramen  place  full  confi- 
dence in  Eastman's  three  negative  films. 
They  know  that  each  offers  specialized 
ability  to  meet  modern  production  de- 
mands. Even  more  important,  they  know 
that  every  foot  will  have  the  same  high 
quality,  the  same  unvarying  dependa- 
bility. Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
(J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort 
Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 
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PLUS-X  SITPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  ait  difficult  shots 

RACKGROUXR-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 


M       I  >       I  >  Ui  ,  |  )       &      |)    |    S  T 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Advent  of  Limited  Commercial  Tele  Worries  Exhibs. 

20TH-F0XT0  BOOST  BUDGET  FOB  1 940-4HVOBBEB 

World's  Fair  Industry  Exhibit  Plans  Said  Progressing 


Decision  May  be  Reached  at 

Hays  Office   Meeting 

Tomorrow 

An  exhibit  at  the  New  York 
World's  Fair  which  would  stimulate 
interest  in  motion  pictures  among 
the  public  appears  to  be  the  goal  of 
the  MPPDA.  It  is  reported  that  the 
proposal  for  a  preview  theater  at 
the  Fair  has  been  definitely  drop- 
ped. 

A  meeting  for  the  discussion  of  a 
World's  Fair  exhibit  was  held  on 
Friday  at  the  Hays  office  and  an- 
other session,  at  which  a  decision 
may  be  reached,  is  scheduled  for  to- 
morrow. 

A    museum    type    of    exhibit,    in 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


AGBEE  ON  CLEARANCE 
BOARDS  FOR  CANADA 


Toronto — At  a  meeting  Friday  be- 
tween the  distributor  interests  and 
representatives  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  the  latter  agreed  to 
the  general  program  for  clearance 
reforms  in  Canada  laid  down  by  the 
Anti-Protection  League,  chief  planks 
of  which  are  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional central  clearance  board  to  be 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 

Warners'  Latin-American 
Business  Gains,  Says  Hummel 

Returning  Friday  from  an  ex- 
tended business  trip  which  took  him 
through  South  America,  the  West 
Indies  and  part  of  Central  Amer- 
ica, Joseph  S.  Hummel,  Warner  for- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


$7.50  for  9  Reels 

Indianapolis — Merchants  In  this  terri- 
tory are  being  offered  a  full  nine-reel 
program,  including  a  serial,  if  desired, 
for  $7.50  for  free  shows,  with  the 
further  privilege  of  selecting  both  the 
program  and  the  night.  Offer,  made  by 
a  film  bureau,  does  not  apply  to  towns 
with    theaters. 


Raffle  Rased  on  "Pot  ©>  Gold"  Winner 

Newest  Blow  to  Rox  Offices  in  Albany 

Albany — Latest  craze  anent  the  Tuesday  night  "Pot  o'  Cold"  radio  program  is 
groups  of  workers  who  run  a  raffle  with  the  48  states  being  drawn  by  contestants. 
Since  ticket  sellers  usually  tell  chance  taker  to  listen  in  to  the  program  to  see  what 
state  winning  phone  number  comes  from,  contestants  have  a  further  reason  to  stay  at 
home  that  night.  Thing  is  not  commercialized,  everyone  putting  a  dime  or  quarter 
in   the  kitty  with   gross   take   going   to  winner. 


GWTW  GROSS  STANDS 
AT  $12,500,000  MARK 


Total  GWTW  gross,  still  only  in  its 
third  month  of  exhibition,  as  of  this 
morning  came  to  approximately 
$12,500,000,  with  a  number  of  new 
openings  over  the  next  few  weeks 
expected  to  keep  the  weekly  grosses 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


MAJORS  SEAL  REPLIES 
TO  INTERROGATORIES 


Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  RKO, 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  and  Loew's, 
Inc.,  on  Friday  filed  answers  to 
Government  interrogatories  in  the 
equity  suit  which  completed  their 
replies  to  the  D  of  J  questions.  All 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

GWTW  Gets  Academy  Awards — Italy  Considers  Majors'  Terms 

—  By  L.  H.  MITCHELL  = 


DOMESTIC 

ACADEMY  AWARDS:  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  surprised  many  ad- 
mirers by  capturing  not  one  or  two 
but  eight  of  the  annual  awards  offered 
by  the  M.  P.  Academy  for  outstanding 
film  achievements  of  1939.  It  emerged 
from  the  voting  as  winner  of  pro- 


duction, direction,  art  direction, 
screenplay,  best  actress  and  support- 
ing actress,  best  editing  and  best 
color  photography  awards.  Robert 
Donat's  performance  in  "Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips"  was  hailed  as  best  by  an 
actor,  Vivien  Leigh's  in  GWTW  as 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Theater  Operators  See  Television's 
Green  Light    as  Pix     Red  Signal 


Revocation  of  Argentina 
Censorship  Tax  Jump  Near 

Rio  de  Janeiro  (By  Cable) — Cen- 
sorship tax  recently  alvanced  300 
per  cent  will  probably  be  restored 
to  the  original  scale,  it  was  learned 
at  the  week-end. 

American  distributors  were  hard- 

(Continned  on  Page  8) 


Approval  of  limited  commercial 
television  by  the  FCC  in  its  "green 
light"  report  last  Thursday  and  the 
announcement  that  it  would  get  un- 
der way  Sept.  1  were  regarded  in 
exhibitor  circles  as  unwelcome  news, 
a  week-end  checkup  revealed.  The 
realization  that  television  was  about 
to  take  tangible   shape  as   a   direct 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Program     Will    Stress     More 

Costly  Pix,  Sales  Exec. 

Discloses 

The  budget  20th-Fox  will  set  for 
1940-41  will  be  slightly  higher 
rather  than  cut,  although  the  future 
of  the  company's  foreign  market  is 
a  question  mark  at  the  present  time 
making  it  necessary  that  increased 
revenue  to  compensate  for  the  great- 
er expenditures  be  obtained  from  the 
domestic  market,  Herman  Wobber, 
20th-Fox  general  manager  of  distri- 
bution, told  the  assembled  district 
managers  and  home  office  execs,  at 
the  sales  huddle  which  closed  Sat- 
urday night  after  a  two-day  session 
at  the  Park  Central. 

Wobber  additionally  discussed 
sales  policy  and  company  matters. 
He  warned  that  while  the  company's 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

HOUSE  COM.  CLEARING 
WAY  FOR  NEELY'S  BILL 


Washington    Bureau,   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  The  House  Inter- 
state and  Foreign  Commerce  Com- 
mittee has  practically  completed  its 
work  on  the  transportation  bill  and 
will  probably  set  a  date  for  hear- 
ings on  the  Neely  bill  to  commence 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


RCA  Reports  $8,082,811  Net 
for  1939,  Gain  of  $670,739 

Annual    report    of   RCA    for    the 

year  ended  Dec.  31,  and  released  on 

the  week-end,  discloses  a  net  profit 

of  $8,082,811,  equivalent  after  pay- 

(Coutinued  on  Page  13) 


"l/V  Twin  Rill 

Universal  will  sell  "Black  Friday"  and 
"House  of  Seven  Gables"  as  a  twin  bill, 
it  was  announced  at  the  week-end.  De- 
cision stems  from  the  test  made  by  tha 
Palace,  Chicago.  Bill  there  beat  "Destty 
Rides  Again,"  "My  Little  Chickadee" 
and    the    last    Deanna    Durbin    film. 
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'QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY,  MAR.  1) 

NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 105/8     \0%     10y8     

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2 1/2%)    7'/8       7'/g       7Vs  —     >/8 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd 

East.    Kodak    152      151       151  Vi  +     Va 

do    pfd 176i/2  176'/2  176i/2  —     Vz 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 347/8     343/4     34%     

do    pfd 

Paramount    7%       7%       7%  —     Va 

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd. .     9%       9%       9%      

Pathe  Film  .   12'/8     1 1  %     11%+     Va 

RKO     1%       iy4       1%   +     % 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    1 1  %     1 1  %     1 1  %   +     i/8 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 3%       3%       3%  —     % 

do    pfd 48%     48i/4     48y2  —  1 

NEW   YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.102       102       102         

Loew's    deb.    3Vis46.104       1033^  104       -f     % 

Para.   B'way  3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 1/4S47 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  88%     88         88         

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor 15!/4     15V4     1514+     Vs 

Trans-Lux 1%       1%       H/4+     % 

Universal    Corp.    vtc 


B  The  Broadway  Parade  ® 

Picture   and   Distributor  Theater 

Gone    With    the    Wind    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)— 12th    week Capitol 

The  Crapes  of  Wrath    (Twentieth  Century-Fox)— 6th  week Rivoli 

Pinocchio    (RKO    Radio    Pictures-Walt    Disney) — 4th    week Center 

Abe  Lincoln   in   Illinois    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)— 2nd   week Music    Hall 

Dr.   Ehrlich's   Magic   Bullet    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)— 2nd   week Strand 

The    Man    from    Dakota    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)— 2nd    week Criterion 

Seventeen     (Paramount    Pictures)      Paramount 

The    Blue    Bird    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)     (b) Roxy 

Hell's  Angels  (Astor  Pictures)— last  day   (d) Rialto 

Castle   on   the   Hudson    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) .- Globe 

The  Face  Behind  the  Scar   (Film  Alliance)    (a) •  •  .Central 

Saga   of   Death   Valley    (Republic    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Swiss   Family   Robinson    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Brother  Rat  and  a   Baby   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures)    (a-b) Palace 

♦   TWO-A-DAY  RUNS    ♦ 

Gone    With    the    Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)— 12th    week Astor 

♦    FOREIGN  LANGU AGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Louise    (Mayer-Burstynt—  5th   week Little   Carnegie 

The   Human   Beast   (Juno   Films)— 3rd   week 55th   St.    Playhouse 

The   Baker's  Wife    (The   Baker's   Wife   Co.)— 2nd   week World 

The  People  of  the   Hogbo   Farm    (Scand.  Talking  Pictures) — 2nd  week.. 48th   St.   Theater 

Friendship    ( Esperia    Films)    Cinecitta 

Harvest   (French  Cinema   Center)    (b) 5th   Ave.    Playhouse 

♦   FUTURE  OPENINGS   ♦ 

Northwest      Passage      (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — March     7 Capitol 

The    Marines    Fly    High    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) — opens    tomorrow Rialto 

Too    Many    Husbands    (Columbia    Pictures) — March    7 Music    Hall 

Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures)    (c) Strand 

Wolf  of   New   York    (Republic   Pictures) — March   7 Criterion 

The   Outsider    (Alliance    Films)     (c) .Little    Carnegie 

Vigil    in    the    Night    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)     (c) Roxy 

It's    a    Date    (Universal    Pictures)     (c) Rivoli 

Rebecca    (United  Artists-Selznick   International) — March   28 Music   Hall 

Mobleza    Baturra    (Scandinavian   Talking    Pictures) — March    8 48th    St.    Theater 

Road  to  Singapore   (Paramount  Pictures)    (c) Paramount 

The   Fight  for  Life    (Pare   Lorentz's   Gov't   film)    (c) Belmont 

They   Came   by    Night    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)     (a-c) Central 

Blazing    Six-Shooters    (Columbia    Pictures)     (a-c) Central 

The  Fighting  69th   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) — Mar.  7   (a-b) Palace 

Young  as  You   Feel    (20th  Century-Fox) — Mar.   7    (a) Palace 


(a)    Dual   bill,     (b)    Subsequent   run.     (c)    Follows  current   bill. 


Trans-Lux  to  Pay  10c 

Board  of  directors  of  Trans-Lux 
Corp.  has  declared  a  dividend  of  10 
cents  a  share,  payable  March  15,  to 
stockholders  of  record  as  of  March  5. 


SAFETY |  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Jevtnth  Av«. 
New  York  dry 
BRyant  9-5400 


SECURITY 


Expect  Sale  of  GN  Assets 
Will  Again  be  Deferred 

Sale  of  Grand  National  assets  is 
scheduled  for  today  but  week-end 
reports  indicated  that  the  sale  would 
again  be  delayed.  It  was  said  that 
the  lists  of  assets  furnished  to  pros- 
pective bidders  contained  several 
Educational  short  subjects  as  well 
as  some  features  that  did  not  be- 
long to  GN  in  the  first  place. 

Presence  of  these  items  is  ex- 
pected to  be  contested  by  Educational 
executives  at  today's  meeting. 


Reade's  Savoy  Theater 

Taken  Over  by  Max  Cohen 

Max  A.  Cohen  has  acquired  the 
Savoy  Theater  on  34th  Street,  New 
York,  from  Walter  Reade.  Cohen 
took  over  active  management  Thurs- 
day night. 

It  also  was  reported  at  the  week- 
end that  Gary  Piccioni  had  bought 
the  Mineola  Theater,  Mineola,  now 
operated  by  the  Cocalis  circuit. 
Piccioni  takes  possession  May  1. 


Successor  to  Addison 

Will  be  Named  in  Week 


A  successor  to  H.  M.  Addison  who 
resigned  last  week  as  Loew's  New 
England  manager  will  be  named  in 
about  a  week.  Addison,  who  had 
been  with  Loew's  since  1929,  will 
take  a  brief  vacation  before  announc- 
ing a  new  association. 


AAAA  Ball  to  Have  1,000 
Stars  as  Hosts,  Hostesses 

An  estimated  array  of  some  1,000 
prominent  stars  of  screen,  stage, 
radio,  concert  and  variety  fields  will 
act  as  hosts  and  hostesses  on  April 
21  in  the  grand  ballroom  of  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria when  the  AAAA,  par- 
ent body  of  all  theater  unions,  ten- 
ders an  entertainment  and  ball  for 
its  own  cause. 

Headquarters  for  the  ball  com- 
mittee are  located  in  the  Actors 
Equity  Building,  45  West  47th  St. 
Lawrence  Tibbett  is  honorary  chair- 
man. 

Hollywood  contingent  coming  on 
for  the  ball  will  include  Ralph  Mor- 
gan, James  Cagney,  Joan  Crawford, 
Jean  Hersholt,  Edward  G.  Robinson, 
Boris  Karloff,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Lu- 
cille Gleason,  Robert  Montgomery, 
Edward  Arnold,  Chester  Morris, 
Frank  Morgan,  Franchot  Tone,  Hugh 
Herbert,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Walter 
Abel  and  Kenneth  Thomson. 


1560 
Broadway 


comma  add  gomg 


STANTON  GRIFFIS,  chairman  of  the  Para- 
mount executive  board,  left  for  a  Florida  vaca- 
tion  on    Saturday. 

JOSEPH  S.  HUMMEL,  Warner  foreign  depart- 
ment executive,  returned  to  New  York  Friday 
from   an  extended   trip  through   South  Cen- 

tral America   and  the  West  Indies.        \ 

MIRIAM  HOPKINS  flew  to  Hollywood  Fri- 
day   after   a    three-week   vacation    here. 

E.  C.  CAHILL,  RCA  Photophone  division  man- 
ager; RALPH  AUSTRIAN,  New  York  exec,  of 
Photophone,  and  MAX  C.  BATSEL,  chief  Photo- 
phone   engineer,    are    in    Hollywood    on    business 

HOMER  B.  SNOOK,  Photophone  Reproducer 
sales  manager,  is  attending  the  ITO  convention 
in    Columbus,    O. 

OSCAR  SERLIN  sailed  Friday  for  a  month's 
vacation  in  Mexico. 

GEORGE  BALANCHINE  returns  here  the  lat- 
ter  part   of   this   month    from    the   Coast. 

CERALDINE  FITZGERALD  is  due  here  this 
week   from   the  Coast. 

GEORGE  WEEKS,  former  sales  manager  of 
Monogram,  returns  from  Florida  today. 

HARRY    GOETZ    is    in    Florida. 

H.  H.  BUXBAUM,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager in  New  York,  and  MRS.  BUXBAUM.  fly  to 
Florida  today.  He  delayed  his  departure  in 
order  to  attend  the  meeting  of  company  district 
managers  at  the  week-end   in   New  York. 

JAMES  P.  O'LOGHLIN,  Canadian  district 
manager  for  20th-Fox,  returned  to  Toronto  over 
the    week-end. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODCERS  returned  from  Chi- 
cago  over    the   week-end. 

AL  SINDLINGER  of  M  of  T  returns  to  New 
York    today    from    Durham    and    Charlotte. 

B.  BERNARD  KREISLER,  Universal's  Washing- 
ton manager,  has  arrived  in  Hollywood  for  a 
two-week  stay,  his  reward  for  winning  the  ex- 
hibitor-sponsored   sales    drive. 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columbia's  assistant  sales 
manager,  has  arrived  in  Miami  from  the  home 
office   for   a    stay   of   several   weeks. 

JACK  FLYNN,  Metro's  Chicago  district  man- 
ager, has  gone  to  Florida  for  a  winter  vaca- 
tion. 


Open  Till  Midnight  in  Paris 

Paris  (By  Cable) — The  military 
governor  of  Paris  and  the  prefect 
of  police  have  authorized  cinemas, 
theaters,  restaurants,  cafes,  etc.,  to 
remain  open  until  midnight.  Former 
closing  time  was  11  p.m. 


THE    CLIMAX    OF    A 


AD 

s  a  perfect 
engraving   . 
expertly  made  and 
promptly  delivered. 


PHOTO  ENGRAVING  CORP. 

250  WEST  54th  STREET,  NEW  YORK 
T«'«Pnone COIumbu.  5-6741 


Beats  "Boys  Town" 
in  Philadelphia 


Beats  "Boys  Town' 
in  Bridgeport 


Beats  "The  Women" 

in  Louisville,  Salt 

Lake,  St.  Paul. 


Beats  "Boys  Town" 
in  Harrisburg 


Beats  "Boys  Town' 
in  New  Haven 


Beats  "The  Women" 

in  Spokane,  Seattle, 

San  Francisco 


Beats  "Boys  Town" 
in  Hartford 


Beats  "Boys  Town" 
in  Boston 


"   (Book   1 

nr    .    Starring 


"NOk  •■■-■-    ,  •     Technical  Y 

Rogers'   JSB?RA<*  "Uh  R°m  Vtend  eton 

Screen  PlaY      \    Based  on  the  ri 
duced  by  Hunt  Stror" 


Beats  "Boys  Town" 
in  Waterbury 


Equals  ''Boys  Town" 
in  Springfield 


Equals  "The  Women' 

in  Minneapolis, 

Chicago 


Beats  "The  Women" 
in  Reading,  Canton, 
Worcester,  Columbus 


(Extra  Time,  of  Coursel) 
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LOEWS  PAID  MAYER 
$688,369  IN  1939 


Louis  B.  Mayer  was  paid  $688,369 
by  Loe'w's,  Inc.,  in  the  fiscal  year 
ended  last  Aug.  31,  the  SEC  was 
informed  in  the  company's  report 
made  public  on  Friday.  Mayer's 
share  in  the  profits  was  listed  at 
$541,119.  While  his  income  in  1937 
topped  all  salary  earners,  Mayer's 
1938  compensation  has  not  yet  been 
disclosed. 

Other  Loew  incomes,  as  reported 
to  the  SEC,  were  Wallace  Beery, 
$355,000  and  Hunt  Stromberg,  $328,- 
818,  including  a  share  in  the  profits 
amounting  to  $68,818.  Under  SEC 
regulations,  information  is  required 
as  to  the  three  highest  paid  em- 
ployes and  all  those  who  share  in 
the  profits  to  the  extent  of  $20,000 
or  more.  The  report  under  these 
rules  shows  that  Nicholas  M.  Schenck 
received  $145,513;  David  Bernstein, 
$87,308;  J.  Robert  Rubin,  $114,244; 
E.  J.  Mannix,  $91,757;  Sam  Katz, 
$91,757;  Al  Lichtman,  $68,818,  and 
Ben  Thau,  $68,818. 


Rene  Clair  Organizing 

Course  in  Cinematography 

Nice  (By  Cable)— The  Centre  Uni- 
versitaire  Mediterranee,  located  in 
this  city,  has  decided  to  create  a 
chair  of  cinematography  and  Rene 
Clair  has  accepted  the  task  of  or- 
ganizing the  department.  Famous 
French  writers  and  directors  will 
lecture  or  conduct  courses  in  the  de- 
partment. 


Stirn  Files  $50,000  Claim 

Ernest  W.  Stirn,  holder  of  1,234 
shares  of  class  "A"  RKO  stock,  filed 
application  on  Friday  in  the  Federal 
Court  for  an  allowance  in  the  RKO 
proceedings  of  $40,000  and  disburse- 
ments of  $10,000.  Accompanying 
Stirn's  application  were  petitions  of 
five  attorneys  who  had  represented 
Stirn  in  the  proceedings,  asking  for 
reimbursements  and  allowances  for 
varying  sums.  John  S.  Stover,  at- 
torney who  represented  Stirn  in  his 
appeal  to  the  Circuit  Court,  has  not 
filed  his  application  as  yet. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

MARCH  4 
J.    Robert    Rubin 
Dorothy    Mackaill 

David    Bader 

Pierre  Gendron 

Harry   Hornick 
Charles  E.  Moyer 
Judith    Ellen    Bilt 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     SOUTH  of  the  border down  Mex-ee-coe   way in 

fact  in  Mexico  City  itseli there  will  open  in  April the  world's 

largest  theater to  be  known  as  the  Cine  Colonial The  inti- 
mate li'l  house'll  seat  a  mere  7.200  fans Assuming  that  the  new 

theater  will  bear  some  symmetrical  semblance  to  pix  palaces  of  past  and 
present you'll  probaby  find  a  battery  of  ticket  windows  com- 
parable in  number  to  those  of  the  Hollywood  track,  Belmont  Park  and 

Hialeah  if  a  merger  were  effected Jai   Alai   will  probably  be   on 

tap  in  a  corner  of  the  foyer while  folks  stymied  in  a  lobby  delay 

can  be  amused  by  climbing  up  transplanted  sections  of  the  lovely  Sierra 

Madre  mountains Once  gained,  the  auditorium  is   a   clubby   joint 

in  which  ushers  communicate  with  incoming  patrons  by  means  of 

short  wave  radio You  will  be  informed  that  there  are  a  few  seats 

leit  down  around  Yucatan or  two  singles  up  near  El  Paso 

According  to  rumor,  the  Mex  solons  built  the  house  to  have  adequate 
marquee  space  for  film  attractions as  Hollywood  is  now  christen- 
ing them No  premiere  program  we  understand  has  been  selected 

yet but  M-G-M's  feature,  "Joe  and  Ethel  Turp  Call  on  the  Presi- 
dent," and  Paramount's  short,  "Way  Back  When  a  Night  Club  Was  a 
Stick" are  decidedly  dark  horses 

▼  TV 

•  •     •     ST.  LOUIS  pix  house  solons  are  still  all  het-up 

albeit  Jack  Frost  continues  to  sit  firmly  on  the  town It  seems 

that  this  past  Sunday-a-week Hizzoner  Bernard  F.  Dickmann, 

mayor  of  St.  Lou,  skidded  on  the  wet  steps  of  his  residence 

and  strained  his  hobby which  is  "public  safety" So  purty 

soon  local  radio  stations  began  blaring  out  warnings  advising 
motorists  and  pedestrians  to  use  caution  'cause  of  slippery  streets 

Well  the  up-shot  of  the  clarioned  caution  campaign  was 

simply  that  biz  in  pix  houses  had  an  alarming  relapse the 

F  &  M  stands  placing  their  loss  in  the  thousands We  sympa- 
thize right  enough  with  the  F  &  M  boys but  truth  to  tell, 

we've  a  soft  spot,  too,  for  Mayor  Dickmann All  public  offi- 
cials, being  human,  slip  up  sooner  or  later 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     LEE  Kamern,  Astor  Theater  mgr.,   considers   the  Academy 

citations   a  personal  triumph GWTW,   with  s'many   awards   to   its 

credit and  "Goodbye.  Mr.  Chips,"  for  which  Robert  Donat  was  hon- 
ored  both  opened  at  the  Astor Lee  was  slightly  grieved  when 

Friday  morn  failed  to  find  a  whole  truckload  of  Oscars  for  him  at  the 

Astor  door.  .  .     •  Over  at  the  local  Technicolor  office news  of  the 

Academy  awardings  sent  Morgan  Hobart  and  staff  into  such  a  flight  of 
delight that  the  Rockefellers, — always  conservative, — allegedly  dis- 
patched janitors  to  the  roof  of  the  RCA  Building  to  close  all  vents 

The  Rockefeller  Foundation  is  reported  to  have  summoned  its  research 
staff  to  examine  Hobart  and  his  aides  to  determine  if  they'd  eaten  helium 

for  breakfast while  Dave  Sarnoff  stood  by  to  communicate  with  the 

Technicolorites just  in  case  they  should  rise  to  the  stratosphere  and 

start  "selling"  Doc  Kalmus'  process  to  Flash  Gordon  or  his  next  serial.  .  . 

•  Things  weren't  exactly  quiet,  either,  over  Metro  way 

T           ▼           ▼ 
0     •     •     PETE  SMITH,  from  the  soundtrack  of  his  new  M-G-M 
quiz  short "What's  Your  I.  Q.," conducted  a  general  in- 
telligence contest between  faculty  and  students  at  New  York 

University the  other  night  in  which  the  professors went 

down  in  defeat by  a  comparative  score  of  1,000  to  700 

out  of  a  possible  2,000 


«      «      « 


SET  GARY  CLEARANCE 
CASE  FOR  THURSDAY 


Chicago— The  Gary  Theater  clear- 
ance case  against  the  majors,  B  &  K 
and  Warner  Bros,  theaters  has  been 
set  for  trial  on  Thursday  before 
Judge  William  Holly.  The  'en- 
dants  will  be  represented  by  K_yer, 
Meyer,  Austrian  &  Piatt.  The  firm 
of  Gavit  &  Richardson  will  repre- 
sent the  plaintiffs. 


Solomon  Gordon  Funeral 

Services  Held  at  Dallas 


Dallas  —  Funeral  services  were 
held  here  Friday  for  Solomon  Engel 
Gordon,  56,  who  died  last  week  in  a 
Baltimore  hospital.  Gordon  was 
president  of  the  Jefferson  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  East  Texas  Theaters 
and  additionally  was  a  member  of  a 
prominent  law  firm  here.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  a  son,  a  daughter 
and  a  sister. 

Gordon  left  here  about  three  weeks 
ago  for  Baltimore  to  undergo  treat- 
ment. He  had  been  in  ill  health  for 
some  time. 


Low-Priced  16  MM.  Shows 
Bring  Michigan  Squawks 

Detroit  —  Detroit  exhibitors  are 
complaining  of  "unfair"  competition 
from  non-theatrical  showings  of  16 
mm.  films,  including  a  number  of 
original  Hollywood  l-eleases.  Basis 
of  complaint,  which  is  shared  by 
the  "regular"  non-theatrical  distrib- 
utors, is  that  a  few  apparently  fiy- 
by-night  operators  have  come  into 
the  territory  with  films  which  they 
are  offering  away  under  scale,  as 
low  as  $5  a  show  in  some  cases. 
"King  of  Kings,"  it  is  reported,  has 
been  offered  for  as  low  as  $12  a 
showing. 


»    »    V 


Special  Session  of  Penn. 

Legislature   "Inevitable" 

Harrisburg  — ■  Special  session  of 
the  State  Legislature  is  "inevitable," 
according  to  Governor  James,  but 
no  date  for  its  convening  has  been 
set.  Session  will  be  limited  to  pro- 
viding special  funds  for  relief. 

HUT  to  Pay  Dividend 

Montreal — Directors  of  Hamilton 
United  Theaters  Ltd.,  have  declared 
a  quarterly  dividend  of  1%  per  cent 
on  the  preferred  payable  March  30 
to  shareholders  of  record  Feb.  29. 


Col.  Pix  for  Music  Hall 

Columbia's  "Too  Many  Husbands" 
follows  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois" 
into  the  Music  Hall  Thursday. 


STORKS! 


Chicago — Frank  Rieger,  assistant 
manager  of  Warners'  Grove  the- 
ater, has  a  new  daughter. 


TheTerror  of  the  Tropics 
Jerry  Cotarma 
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m  coast  to  coast  with  thoso  five  hit 
parade  leaders  from  "Road  to  Singapore." 
And,  what's  more,  those  three  money  stars, 
Bing  Crosby/  Dorothy  Lamour  and  Bob 
Hope,  are  appearing  on  throe  of  radio's 
biggest  programs  (just  look  at  their  Crossley 
ratings  and  you'll  see  what  wo  mean)  to  sell 
"Road  to  Singapore"  to  each  and  every  movie 
customer  in  the  land  I 


Here  are  three  of  the  opening  guns  in  what  promises  to  be 
the  biggest  radio  build-up   any  picture  ever  received  .  .  . 


ON  THURSDAY,  March 
14,  from  10  to  11  P.M. 
over  77  NBC  Red  net- 
work stations,  Bing 
Crosby  will  sing  those 
hit  tunes,  with  a  big 
plug  for  the  picture  i 


ON  TUESDAY,  March  19,  from  10  to 
10:30  P.  M.  over  63  NBC  Red  network 
stations.  Bob  Hope  ( assisted  by  Jerry 
Colonna)  goes  to  work  to  sell  those 
hit  songs.  And  from  then  until  release 
date.  Bob  will  keep  punching  home 
the  songs  and  "Road  to  Singapore  I" 


ON  MONDAY,  February 
26,  from  8  to  8:30  over 
63  CBS  stations,  Dorothy 
Lamour  guests  with 
Tony  Martin  and  Andre 
Kostalanetz  to  sing  the 
hits  from  her  biggest  hit  I 


UNT  SALESMEN  . 
EM  GO  TO  WORK   FOR  YOU  AND  YOUR   BOXOFF 


Bing  Crosby  •  Dorothy  Lamour  •  Bob  Hope 

Charles   Coburn    •    Judith   Barrett    •    Anthony   Quinn    •    Jerry  Colonna    •    Directed  by  VICTOR  SCHERTZINGER 
Screen   Play  by  Don   Hartman   and   Frank   Butler   •   Based   on   a   Story  by  Harry  Hervey   •   A   Paramount  Picture 
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JOMMERCIAL  TELE 
WORRIES  EXHIBITORS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

threat  to  motion  pictures  was  ap- 
part.     I 

The"  questions  uppermost  in  ex- 
hibitors' minds  was:  Can  the  dis- 
tributors control  the  situation  and 
how  can  television  be  regulated  so 
as  to  reduce  theater  competition  to 
the  minimum? 

An  informal  discussion  of  televis- 
ion followed  the  ITO  of  Ohio  con- 
vention in  Columbus  last  week  and 
it  was  the  consensus  of  exhibitors 
present  that  when  commercial  tele- 
vision arrived,  the  advertisers  would 
demand  the  widest  circulation  pos- 
sible. This  would  mean  that  sets 
would  be  installed  in  restaurants, 
bars,  taverns  and  public  places,  as 
well  as  increased  use  in  the  homes. 

Championship  prize  fights  and  im- 
portant events  are  sure  to  be  tele- 
vised, the  Ohio  exhibitors  contended, 
and  each  event,  in  the  beginning,  at 
least,  would  mean  fewer  customers 
at  the  box-offices. 

While  all  exhibitors  contacted  ap- 
peared to  be  puzzled  and  "stumped" 
by  the  pending  development,  none 
was  prepared  to  advance  immed- 
iately a  workable  plan  to  combat  it. 


Sees  Open  Tele  Standards 
Policy  Aiding  Theater  Tele 

FCC's  action  in  keeping  television 
standards  open  "has  made  possible 
the  adaptation  of  television  to  the 
uses  of  the  theater  and  all  other 
arts  where  instantaneous  pictures 
will  be  valuable,"  Allen  B.  DuMont, 
head  of  Allen  B.  DuMont  Televis- 
ion Laboratories  of  Passaic,  N.  J., 
said  at  the  week-end. 

DuMont,  at  the  FCC  hearings  in 
January,  had  asked  for  an  open 
field  for  everyone  in  television  de- 
velopment, contending  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  restrictive  transmis- 
sion standards  at  this  time  would 
be  highly  detrimental  and  against 
the  public  interest. 

"We  believe  the  Commission  has 
made  it  possible  for  receivers  to  be 
designed  and  sold  which  will  be 
sufficiently  flexible  to  be  used  20  and 
30  years  from  now,  rather  than  be- 
coming  obsolete,"    DuMont    stated. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  FCC  ac- 
tion further  will  permit  investiga- 
tion of  methods  of  use  of  frequency 
channels  to  eliminate  overcrowding 
of  tele  stations  on  the  ether. 


Powell  to  Start  Pix 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Dick  Powell  reports 
to  Paramount  March  10  to  resume 
film  work  in  "I  Want  a  Divorce." 


Calais  Paradox 

Calais,  Me. — Although  the  St.  Croix 
theater  has  closed  here  because  of  bad 
business,  the  operating  company,  headed 
by  A:  K.  Ames,  has  just  declared  a  1 1/2 
per  cent   dividend. 


K  REVIEWS  Of  THE  l)EUJ  flLJTiS  .V 


"Man  From  Montreal 

with    Richard   Arlen,   Andy   Devine 
Universal  60  Mins. 

OUTDOOR  ACTION  DRAMA  OF  MOUN- 
TIES  AND  FUR  TRAPPERS  IS  GOOD  NABE 
FARE. 

Latest  in  a  series  of  action  films  Uni- 
versal is  producing  with  Richard  Arlen  and 
Andy  Devine  teamed,  this  one  will  fit  in 
neatly  as  a  second  offering  on  bills.  Pic- 
ture has  a  splendid  outdoor  setting,  plenty 
of  action  and  a  credible  story.  Director 
Christy  Cabanne  keeps  the  picture  moving 
at  a  fast  pace  and  audiences  generally 
should  like  it.  A  program  picture,  and  not 
pretentious,  yet  it  has  much  more  punch 
and  appeal  than  most  cops  and  robbers 
yarns.  Supporting  Arlen  and  Devine  are 
Anne  Gwynne,  Kay  Sutton,  Reed  Hadley, 
Addison  Richards  and  Joseph  Sawyer.  Arlen 
is  tricked  into  delivering  stolen  furs  for 
Hadley,  a  crook  posing  as  a  mining  en- 
gineer. Trapped  by  the  Mounties,  Arlen 
goes  to  jail  rather  than  implicate  Kay  Sut- 
ton, whom  he  believes  to  be  Hadley's 
sister,  but  in  reality  is  his  wife.  Devine, 
Mountie  friend  of  trapper  Arlen,  discovers 
that  Hadley  is  crooked  and  that  Miss  Sut- 
ton is  his  wife.  Arlen  breaks  jail  to  look 
into  the  matter  for  himself  and  is  im- 
mediately in  worse  trouble  when  he  is 
hunted  for  a  murder  committed  by  Hadley 
and  his  gang.  Devine  discovers  a  plot  to 
kill  Arlen  and  leads  the  Mounties  to  clean 
the  whole  thing  up  in  a  fast  finish. 

CAST:  Richard  Arlen,  Andy  Devine,  Kay 
Sutton,  Anne  Gwynne,  Reed  Hadley,  Addi- 
son Richards,  Joseph  Sawyer,  Jerry  Mar- 
lowe, Tommy  Whitten,  Eddy  C.  Waller, 
Eddy  Conrad,  William  Royle,  Lane  Chandler. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ben  Pivar;  Director, 
Christy  Cabanne;  Screenplay,  Owen  Fran- 
cis; Story  suggested  by  Ben  Pivar;  Cam- 
eraman, Milton   Krasner. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


4  RKO  Pix  on  B'way 

Four  RKO  pictures,  all  included 
among  the  Ned  Depinet  Drive  re- 
leases, are  playing  in  the  New  York 
theatrical  district.  They  are  "The 
Marines  Fly  High."  Rialto;  "Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois."  second  week  at 
the  Music  Hall;  "Pinocchio,"  fourth 
week  at  the  Center,  and  "Swiss 
Family  Robinson"  at  the  Palace. 
"Vigil  in  the  Night"  is  set  for  the 
Roxy. 


"Popular  Science" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Interesting  Scientific  Reel 

Covering  a  wide  range  of  subjects, 
the  latest  release  in  this  series  is 
highly  interesting.  It  shows  scienti- 
fic poultry  farming  in  mid-Chicago; 
how  aniline  dyes  were  discovered; 
the  screwy  inventions  of  Professor 
Oakes;  and  winds  up  with  new  gad- 
gets for  the  kitchen  and  a  sequence 
devoted  to  showing  how  the  Govern- 
ment has  arranged  for  salmon  to  be 
taken  over  new  dams  in  Western  riv- 
ers.   Picture  is  filmed  in  Cinecolor. 


Improve  Pittsfield  House 

Pittsfield,  Mass. — The  Capitol,  one 
of  four  theaters  here,  owned  by  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Theaters, 
Inc.,  closed  Saturday  with  the  con- 
clusion of  the  GWTW  pix  for  ap- 
proximately 20  days  for  extensive 
renovation. 


Playi 


ing  First  Serials 

Clinton,  Conn.  —  "The  Shadow" 
will  be  the  Clinton  Theater's  first  se- 
rial, and  is  scheduled  to  start  this 
month.  East  Hampton  is  also  using 
the  Columbia  serial  as  the  first  in 
the  theater. 


"Little  Lambkin" 

Paramount  7  mins. 

So-So    Cartoon 

Only  fairly  amusing,  this  cartoon 
is  not  up  to  the  usual  Max  Fleischer 
standard.  Reel  depicts  a  baby  and 
establishes  the  fact  that  he  can  do 
a  number  of  things  his  parents  are 
unaware  of.  The  baby,  friendly  with 
the  animals  living  nearby,  is  taken 
to  the  city  by  the  family.  However, 
he  jimmies  up  everything  in  the 
house  so  they  won't  like  it  and  they 
promptly  move  back  to  the  country 
and  the  baby's  animal  playmates. 


"Way  Back  When  a  Triangle   Had 
Its  Points" 

Paramount  7   mins. 

Fair  Cartoon 

First  of  a  new  series  of  Max 
Fleischer  cartoons  based  on  the  stone 
age  era,  reel  is  fairly  entertaining. 
Short  opens  with  a  stenographer  ap- 
plying for  a  job.  The  boss  takes 
her  out  after  calling  his  wife  to  say 
he  won't  be  home,  but  a  radio  broad- 
cast discloses  to  the  wife  that  they 
are  together  in  a  night  club.  The 
customary  roughhouse  ensues  with 
the  wife  making  little  pieces  of  the 
night  club. 


"Human  Fish" 

(Grantland  Rice  Sportlight) 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Just  Routine 

Florida's  silvery  springs  and  swim- 
mers have  been  exploited  to  death 
in  shorts  during  the  past  few  years, 
and  there  is  nothing  particularly 
novel  or  interesting  in  this  one.  It 
introduces  Newton  Perry,  who  is  a 
splendid  swimmer  in  every  respect. 
Reel  shows  a  group  of  kids  being 
trained  to  swim  and  it  demonstrates 
Perry's  ability  as  a  diver,  swimmer 
and  underwater  swimmer.  Ross 
Allen,  another  well-known  swimmer, 
is  also  seen  in  the  reel.  A  troupe  of 
circus  seals  are  wrung  into  the  film 
as  a  contrast  in  swimming  technique. 


COmmERCIRL 


"Copper  From  Mine  to  Market" 
Phelps  Dodge  Copper 
Products  Corp.  40  mins. 

Excellent  Industrial 

Few  industrial  film  productions 
have  been  made  to  date  with  the 
care,  precision  and  sweep  of  this 
high-powered  story  of  copper.  Foot- 
age deals  with  the  metal's  saga  from 
its  occurrence  and  mining,  on  through 
the  processes  of  smelting,  purifica- 
tion and  fabrication.  At  present  the 
film  is  some  3,500  feet  in  length,  and 
as  such  is  being  employed  for  show- 
ings before  technical  groups  in  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  country.  De- 
spite its  length,  interest  is  sustained 
even  for  the  less  technical-minded. 
For  this  reason  the  production  i3 
particularly  showman-like.  Poten- 
tialities for  the  theatrical  field 
would  naturally  be  enhanced  by 
editing-down  the  material,  but  such 
a  step  would  be  like  condensing  a 
very  interesting  full-length  book  in- 
to one  of  tabloid  proportions.  With 
the  thoroughness  of  the  tcp-notch 
engineer,  H.  A.  Staples,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Phelps  Dodge  Copper 
Products  Corp.,  has  put  together  the 
film's  content,  and  made  it  informa- 
tive entertainment  which  is  as  smooth 
as  a  finely  machined  copper  object. 
America  and  Americans  will  garner 
a  deep  appreciation  of  the  part  which 
copper  plays  in  this  day  and  age  by 
witnessing  "Copper  Frcm  Mine  to 
Market." 


Select  Drops  WB  Suit 

Select  Theaters  Corp.  on  Friday 
discontinued  its  suit  for  alleged 
plagairism  against  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures  in  the  Federal  Court.  Suit 
which  was  brought  in  1937,  asked 
for  $10,000  damages  for  alleged  in- 
fringement of  the  literary  work 
"The  Audition"  in  the  film  "Ready, 
Willing  And  Able." 


Two  Previews  of  Small's  Pix 

Preview  of  the  forthcoming  Ed- 
ward Small  production,  "My  Son, 
My  Son!"  will  be  held  at  the  Chinese 
Theater  in  Hollywood  tomorrow, 
simultaneously  with  the  preview 
scheduled  at  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall.  Film  colony  on  the  Coast 
will  be  out  in  force  for  the  Holly- 
wood opening. 


May  Rescind  Sunday  Pix 

Ossipee,  N.  H.  —  The  Selectmen 
have  included  in  the  town  warrant 
articles  asking  the  voters  to  rescind 
permits  for  Sunday  movies  and"  to 
collect  a  tax  of  not  less  than  2  per 
cent  on  all  tickets  sold  for  shews  or 
entertainments  "where  money  or 
valuable  articles  are  given  as  prizes." 
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GWTW  GROSS  STANDS 
AT  $12,500,000  MARK 
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around  the  $2,000,000  mark  for  some 
time  to  come.  Picture  dropped  below 
$2,000,000  for  last  week,  first  time 
it  has  been  under  that  figure  in  four 
weeks.  As  of  last  Thursday  night 
it  had  reached  a  figure  close  to  $11,- 
750,000  and  another  $750,000  was  an- 
ticipated for  Friday,  Saturday  and 
Sunday  to  take  it  up  to  the  $12,- 
500,000  mark. 


Expect  GWTW  to  Run  Six 
Weeks  in  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis  —  GWTW  is  playing 
its  fourth  week  locally,  with  indica- 
tions that  it  will  go  at  least  two 
more  weeks.  The  picture  moved 
from  the  Orpheum  to  the  Century 
for  the  continued  first-run. 


Detroit— GWTW  has  opened  in  14 
upstate  Michigan  cities,  mostly  of 
the  Butterfield  Circuit.  Combined 
showing  of  12  weeks  at  the  United 
Artists  and  Wilson  in  Detroit  sets 
a  record  second  only  to  New  York's, 
among  key  cities. 


Chicago— GWTW  opens  at  Steve 
Bemis's  Grand  at  Lincoln  and  Frank 
Ford's  Sterling  at  Sterling  on  March 
24  and  31,  respectively.  Both  are 
indies.  Pix  is  getting  added  time 
at  the  Palace,  Rockford;  Palace, 
Peoria,  and  the  Colfax,  South  Bend, 
Ind. 


New  Haven— GWTW  broke  all 
Connecticut  film  records  with  a  five- 
week  run  at  the  College  and  a  take 
of  $65,400.  Hartford's  Loew-Palace 
kept  the  picture  four  weeks,  while 
Warner's  simultaneously  held  "The 
Fighting  69th"  for  four  weeks, 
breaking  Warner  records  for  both 
run  and  "take." 


Wilmington,  Del.— GWTW,  which 
ended  a  five  weeks'  engagement  at 
Loew's  theater  Thursday  night, 
opens  at  the  Aldine  March  14  with 
identical  prices  and  time  schedule. 


Halifax,  N.  S.— GWTW,  running 
ahead  of  expectations,  is  being  held 
at  the  Capitol,  its  first  engagement 
in  the  maritime  provinces.  Formal 
dress  prevails  at  the  night  per- 
formances. 


"Abe"  to  Follow  "Abe?" 

Chicago  —  Stage  production  of 
"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  closes  at 
the  Grand  March  30,  with  RKO  then 
expected  to  quickly  bring  in  the  film 
version. 


"Wrath,"  "Passage"  Click 

Chicago  "Grapes  of  Wrath,"  which 
opened  Friday  at  the  Chicago  Thea- 
ter, is  expected  to  stay  at  least  three 
weeks.  "Noi'thwest  Passage"  is 
clicking  at  the  United  Artists. 


HEIDT  PLUGS 
HOME  LIFE" 


// 


Ork  Leader  Answers  Those 
Exhibitor  Complaints 


Des  Moines,  la. — Horace  Heidt, 
who  is  being  dubbed  the  "Bank 
Night  menace"  due  to  his  "Pot  O' 
Gold"  radio  program  on  Tuesday 
nights,  isn't  worried  about  those  ex- 
hibitor lottery  charges  referred  by 
the  FCC  to  the  D  of  J. 

Heidt,  in  an  inteiwiew  with  a  Film 
Daily  correspondent  here  pointed 
out  how  other  radio  programs  op- 
erated giveaways  and  demanded, 
"What's  the  difference?"  He  cited 
one  show  offering  $12,000  for  nam- 
ing a  baby  and  the  numerous  air- 
ings that  pass  out  automobiles,  etc. 

As  far  as  keeping  movie  patrons 
home  on  Tuesday  nights,  Heidt 
countered  that  he  felt  it  was  okay 
to  "keep  the  home  fires  burning 
once  a  week." 

"There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk 
about  how  we're  doing  harm  to  ex- 
hibs.  and  how  we're  keeping  people 
out  of  their  theaters  on  Tuesday 
nights,"  Heidt  said,  "but  it  seems 
all  right  to  me  for  people  to  stay 
home.  They  can  try  a  little  home 
life  once  in  a  while.  I  like  to  stay 
home  myself." 

The  band  leader  also  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  "Pot  O' 
Gold"  will  be  produced  by  James 
Roosevelt  next  Summer.  Apparently 
Roosevelt  thinks  it's  all  right," 
Heidt  commented. 

Heidt  said  he  had  not  expected 
the  rumpus  his  program  had  cre- 
ated and  certainly  had  not  intended 
;t  to  create  theater  competition. 


Five  New  Film  Theaters 

Planned  in  Buenos  Aires 


Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable)  —  That 
film  biz  is  flourishing  here  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  five  new 
theaters  are  planned  in  the  central 
district. 


Tracy,  Columbia's  "Terry" 

West   Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood— William  Tracy,  has 
been  engaged  bv  Columbia  for  the 
title  role  in  a  new  chapter  play 
based  on  "Terry  and  the  Pirates," 
cartoon  strip.  Granville  Owens,  last 
vear's  Pacific  Coast  Golden  Glove 
heavyweight  champion,  will  play  the 
part  of  Pat  Ryan. 


"Singapore"  Preview 

Para,  will  hold  a  special  preview 
of  "Road  to  Singapore"  for  ork  lead- 
ers, their  vocalists  and  radio  music 
division  execs,  at  midnight  tonight 
at  the  N.  Y.  Paramount. 


"Chickadee"  Held  Over 

Baltimore — Keith's  has  held  "My 
Little  Chickadee"  for  a  second  week. 


Warners'  Latin-American 
Business  Gains,  Says  Hummel 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

eign  executive,  reported  that  com- 
pany business  is  on  the  upbeat  and 
distribution  of  the  company's  prod- 
uct in  Latin-America  has  been  con- 
siderably improved. 

Hummel  stated  that  the  company 
had  no  plans  for  constructing  the- 
aters in  any  key  S.  A.  cities  at  the 
present  time  as  its  distribution  gave 
it  all  the  first-run  playing  time 
necessary.  He  said  that  French  and 
Spanish  pictures  took  up  a  large  per- 
centage of  available  playing  time  in 
the  interiors  of  most  countries,  going 
over  50  per  cent  in  the  Argentine 
interior,  but  pointed  out  that  the 
natives  who  were  educated  as  pic- 
ture goers  by  these  films  eventually 
preferred  higher  quality  product  and 
increased  the  playing  time  of  Amer- 
ican distributors.  He  predicted  that 
there  will  be  a  shortage  of  French 
product  next  year  if  the  war  con- 
tinues. 

Commenting  on  stories  of  South 
American  prosperity  as  a  basis  for 
reasoning  that  business  was  boom- 
ing and  everybody  should  benefit, 
Hummel  pointed  out  the  fact  that 
South  American  countries,  particu- 
larly Argentina,  had  their  largest 
markets  in  Europe  and  blockades 
were  impairing  trade.  He  said  that 
no  new  currencv  restrictions  loomed. 


Revocation  of  Argentina 

Censorship  Tax  Jump  Near 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

est  hit  by  the  measure,  which  came 
as  a  surprise  four  weeks  ago.  An 
announcement  merely  stated  that 
the  censorship  tax  would  be  in- 
creased by  300  per  cent. 

Representations  by  the  American 
lisrtibutors  and  U.  S.  officials  were 
'"nade  on  the  basis  that  the  tax  in- 
crease might  be  in  violation  of  the 
trade  agreement,  with  the  pending 
settlement  of  the  matter  resulting. 


"Fight  for  Life"  to  Debut 

Local  Belmont  Theater  will  hold 
*»n  invitation  premiere  of  "The  Fight 
for  Life"  tomorrow  night  as  a 
prelude  to  film's  public  run  which 
commences  the  following  day.  The 
feature,  based  on  the  maternal  wel- 
fare chapters  in  Paul  de  Kruif's 
book  of  the  same  name,  is  the  latest 
documentary  produced  by  Pare  Lo- 
ventz  for  the  United  States  Film 
Service. 


Col.   Salmon   Recovers 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M.— Col.  Nathan  Sal- 
mon, owner  of  large  theater  interests 
here,  and  daughter  have  returned 
from  the  Mayo  Clinic  at  Rochester, 
Minn.,  where  Col.  Salmon  underwent 
two  major  operations. 

George  Moore  Dead  in  Chi. 

Chicago — George  Moore,  72.  for 
many  years  connected  with  Jones, 
Linick  <fe  Schaefer  circuit,  is  dead. 
His  son,  Walter  Moore,  is  manager 
of  the   circuit's   McVickers  theater. 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

GWTW  Gets  Academy  Awards 
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best  by  actress.  Thomas  /""^tehel 
was  adjudged,  among  actorsj^/hav* 
given  best  supporting  performanc< 
and  Hattie  McDaniel  in  GWTW  foi 
actresses.  Palm  for  best  origina: 
writing  went  to  Louis  R.  Foster  for 
Columbia's  "Mr.  Smith  Gees  to 
Washington";  Metro's  "Wizard  ojj 
Oz"  had  the  best  score  and  best  or-! 
iginal  song;  Goldwyn's  "Wuthering 
Heights"  the  best  black-and-white 
photography;  Universal's  "When  To- 
morrow Comes"  the  best  film  editing; 
and    20th-Fox's    "The    Rains    Came" 

the  best  special  effects. 

*  *         * 

PRODUCTION :  Coast  reported 
but  four  pix  going  before  cameras 
during  the  week  .  .  .  M-G-M  launched 
extensive  hunt  for  boy  to  play  Jody 
in  "The  Yearling"  .  .  .  20th-Fox  be- 
gan casting  for  "Tobacco  Road"  with 
Walter  Brennan  as  Jeeter  .  .  .  "U" 
reported  wanting  Mae  West  for  film 
version  of  "DuBarry  Was  a  Lady" 
.  .  .  Loew-Lewin  were  setting  cast 
and  director  for  "Flotsam"  .  .  .  Para, 
reported  engagement  of  Director 
Fred  Niblo  to  act  again  in  its  new 
Henry  Aldrich  picture  .  .  .  Para. 
also  bought  Bellamy  Partridge's 
"Country  Lawyer,"  while  Sol  Wurt- 
zel  bought  Vina  Delmar's  "Rain  or 
Shine"  .  .  .  Metro  bought  "The  Reign 
of  Soapy  Smith"  and  "Forever"  .  .  . 

LITIGATION:  Gov't  asked  court 
to  ban  any  distrib.  attempts  to  in- 
timidate its  witnesses  in  the  equity 
suit,  and  also  to  set  a  date  for  pre- 
trial meeting  .  .  .  Frank  E.  Hollings- 
worth,  Beatrice,  Neb.  exhib.,  trust- 
sued  several  majors  and  exchange 
managers  for  $234,000,  while  Net- 
cong  Amusement  Co.  of  Netcong,  N. 

J.,  asked   $330,000  damages. 

*  *         * 

ON  VARIED  FRONTS:  Gross 
"take"  of  GWTW  early  in  week  was 
placed  at  $10,600,000.  Wm.  F.  Rodg- 
ers,  M-G-M  sales  chief,  announced 
no  second-runs  would  be  played 
until  all  first-runs  had  shown  the 
film  .  .  .  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  exec., 
warned  exhibs.  passage  of  Neely  bill 
would  mean  higher  costs  to  them  .  .  . 
Walt  Disney  announced  a  $4,000,000 
stock  issue  to  finance  new  produc- 
tions .  .  .  Harry  Rathner  heads  re- 
vamped PDC  and  PPC,  with  Pathe 
active  in  orgs.'s  affairs  .  .  .  Ohio  ITO 
re-elected  officers,  while  its  prexy 
rapped  James  Roosevelt's  Mills-Globe 
coin-in-the-slot  pix  project.  H.  M. 
Richey  told  the  ITO  that  industry 
panning  of  itself  was  costing  it  $15,- 
000,000  yearly. 


FOREIGN 

ON  THREE  FRONTS:  Italy  was 
reported  considering  majors'  terms 
for  returning  to  Italian  exhibition 
field  .  .  .  Great  Britain  stated  that 
dividends  on  U.  S.  companies'  hold- 
ings in  the  U.  K.  would  be  retained  | 
in  that  country  .  .  .  Mexican  studio 
unions  offered  credit  to  native  pro- 
ducers of  50  per  cent  of  technicians' 
salaries  to  spur  production. 


YOU  WON! 


& 


Exhibitors! 

The  wide  acclaim  accorded 

WALT  DISNEY'S 
WUGLY  DUCKLING' 

as  winner  of  the 

ACADEMY  AWARD 

makes  this  great  short  a  natural  to  rebook 

FOR  EASTER  WEEK! 


Number  six  in 
the  parade  of 
Disney  shorts 
to  win  the 
Academy  Award 
for  six  con- 
secutive years! 


1M 


RUN . . .  don't  walk 
to  your  nearest 

RKO  RaHin  Pictures  EXCHANGE! 
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MAJORS  SEAL  REPLIES    A 
TO  INTERROGATORIES n 


"£MU 


Monday,  March  4,  1940 


By  RALPH  WILK 


/W-"  20TH-F0X  TO  BOOST 
iM™>       BUDGET  FOR  1940-41 
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companies  took  advantage  of  a  stip- 
ulation which  gives  them  the  right 
to  mark  answers  as  confidential,  and 
no  information  covering  pertinent 
figures  or  affiliations  with  theaters 
were  released. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Govern- 
ment's answers  to  interrogatories  of 
the  majors  arrived  from  Washing- 
ton, but  it  was  stated  these  would 
not  be  filed  until  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard  has  passed  on 
an  application  to  restrain  any  pos- 
sible intimidation  of  witnesses.  The 
Government  answers  ran  into  sev- 
eral hundred  pages. 

It  was  stated  on  Friday  that  Ned 
E.  Depinet  will  be  examined  today 
by  the  Government  and  will  be  fol- 
lowed tomorrow  by  Barney  Balaban. 

Among  answers  filed  by  Warners 
which  were  not  confidential,  the 
company  stated  that  it  employs  9,- 
776  persons.  The  replies  also  said 
that  the  company  has  never  shared 
profits  on  pictures  with  companies 
with  which  it  has  exchanged  stars 
and  personnel  for  a  production. 
Warner  Bros,  first  borrowed  stars 
in  1923,  the  year  of  the  company's 
organization,  inaugurating  the  sys- 
tem when  it  borrowed  Norma 
Shearer,  it  was   stated. 

The  other  majors  were  expected 
to  file  their  final  answers  over  the 
week-end,  and  it  was  believed  that 
they  would  also  take  advantage  of 
the  confidential  clause  and  majority 
of  answers  would  not  be  disclosed. 


$1,400  "Birth  of  a  Nation" 
Fine  Becomes  a  Mere  $100 


Denver — Robert  E.  Allan  pleaded 
guilty  in  County  Court  to  a  charge 
of  showing  "Birth  of  a  Nation," 
which  the  prosecution  claimed  vio- 
lated an  ordinance  prohibiting  the 
exhibiting  of  films  that  tend  to  in- 
cite race  hatred  and  racial  preju- 
dices. Allan  had  showed  the  film 
last  Spring  when  he  was  manager  of 
the  Jewel  Theater.  He  had  appealed 
from  fines  of  $1,400  and  a  jail  sen- 
tence of  120  days  levied  in  Police 
Court.  Allan  was  fined  $200,  with 
$100  suspended,  and  was  given  60 
days  to  pay  the  balance. 


Chicago — Charge  that  police  halt- 
ed the  exhibition  of  "Birth  of  a  Na- 
tion" at  the  Admiral  Theater  here 
is  disputed  by  the  city's  counsel  in 
the  show  cause  action  brought  by 
Epoch  Producing  Corp.  and  pending 
before  Judge  Donald  McKinley  in 
Cook  County  Superior  Court.  A  per- 
manent injunction  restraining  police 
interference  was  granted  in  1917. 


George  King  Dead 

Binghamton — George  King,  opera- 
tor of  the  Lyric,  is  dead  here. 


HOLLYWOOD 
New  E.  H.  Griffith   "Find" 

JhDWARD  H.  GRIFFITH  is  testing 
for  an  important  role  in  his 
forthcoming  Paramount  producer- 
director-effort,  "Virginia,"  Ethel 
James,  19-year-old  graduate  of  the 
Miller  School  of  Dramatics  of  Rich- 
mond. Griffith  "discovered"  the 
youthful  brunette  on  his  recent  visit 
to  Virginia,  where  he  made  arrange- 
ments for  filming  of  several  se- 
quences. 

T  T  T 

Testing  for  Fight  Films 

Due  to  the  postponement  of  the 
Henry  Armstrong-Ceferino  Garcia 
fight,  Jimmy  O'Cbnnell,  producer, 
has  arranged  with  cameraman,  Sam 
Rosen,  for  various  film  tests  under 
all  conditions  so  that  this  fight  pic- 
ture will  be  the  finest  ever  produced. 

T  T  T 

Burnette  Fans  Form  Club 

Smiley  Burnette,  comedy  sidekick 
of  Gene  Autry  is  all  that  star's  Re- 
public films,  recently  gave  in  to  the 
requests  of  hundreds  of  fans  who 
asked  him  to  start  a  fan  club.  Over 
1,200  members  sent  in  applications 
during  the  first  week  following  the 
announcement  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion. 


Rogers  as  Buffalo  Bill 

Roy  Rogers,  who  has  just  com- 
pleted an  important  role  in  Repub- 
lic's "The  Dark  Command,"  will  next 
be  starred  in  "Young  Buffalo  Bill." 

T  T  T 

Greene  to  Pick  Beauties 

Richard  Greene  will  pick  the  beau- 
ties for  the  1940  Locust,  East  Texas 
State  Teacher's  college  year  book. 

T  T  T 

To  Film  at  Army's  Fields 

With  the  treatment  of  "I  Wanted 
Wings,"  peace-time  Air  Corps  story 
now  completed,  Arthur  Hornblow, 
Jr.,  who  will  produce  the  picture  for 
Paramount,  has  secured  permission 
to  film  most  of  the  picture  at  Ran- 
dolph and  Kelly  Fields,  training  cen- 
ters for  Army  air  birds. 

T  T  T 

RKO  Buys  Two  Stories 

"Men  Against  the  Sky,"  an  avia- 
tion story  by  Nat  West,  has  been 
purchased  by  RKO  for  production 
by  Howard  Benedict.  While  an  or- 
iginal story  by  Jack  Roberts  and 
Arnold  Belgand,  "Three-Way  Jus- 
tice," has  been  purchased  as  a  star- 
ring vehicle  for  George  O'Brien,  to 
be  produced  by  Bert  Gilroy  and  di- 
rected  by   Dave   Howard. 


Greenbelt  Theater  Will 

Operate  on  7-Day  Basis 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Greenbelt  Consumer 
Services,  Inc.,  has  announced  the 
Greenbelt  Theater  will  operate  on 
a  seven-day  basis  beginning  the  first 
of  March.  Theater  is  operating  on 
a  five-day  basis  now.  Purpose  of 
the  change  is  to  attempt  to  put  the 
house  on  a  paying  basis  in  Uncle 
Sam's  model  community  project.  A 
recent  financial  report  disclosed  it 
was  operated  at  a  loss  last  year. 


Acqi 


uires  Raimu  Starrer 

French  Cinema  Center  has  con- 
cluded a  deal  with  Variety  Film  Dis- 
tributors for  U.  S.  distribution  rights 
to  Andre  Hugon's  "Heroes  of  the 
Marne,"  starring  Raimu. 


Simon  Quits  as  Gov't  Atty. 

Chicago — Special  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General  Seymour  Simon,  has 
resigned  from  the  service  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  Gordon  L. 
Bazelon,  to  practice  law  in  Chicago. 

To  Sign  Gloria  Swanson 

Trans-American  Broadcasting  and 
Television  Corp.  will  shortly  sign  a 
deal  with  Gloria  Swanscn  to  join  the 
company  as  a  radio  consultant  to 
develop  women's  programs,  it  is  re- 
ported. 


Two  UA  First-Runs  to  Open 
Martina's  Empire,  Syracuse 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  —  The  Empire, 
which  Charles  V.  Martina  will  re- 
open on  March  23,  will  have  two 
UA  pix,  "The  Lion  Has  Wings"  and 
"A  Chump  at  Oxford,"  for  first- 
runs  as  its  initial  bill.  House  until 
yesterday  was  operated  by  the  Fitzer 
interests  as  a  subsequent-run. 


Saturday  Vaudefilm   Policy 

New  Haven  —  Loew-Poli-Bijou, 
downtown  subsequent-run.  will  in- 
augurate a  Saturday  vaudeville  and 
first-run  film  policy  this  week.  The 
house  will  change  from  two  to  three 
programs  weekly,  the  other  two 
changes  to  remain  second-run.  No 
admission  increase  is  contemplated. 
Acts  yill  be  the  same  as  those  used 
by  Loew's  at  the  Palace,  Meriden, 
and   Poli,   Waterbury. 


"Double  Crime"  to  RKO 

"Double  Crime  In  The  Maginot 
Line,"  French  production  being  han- 
dled in  this  country  by  Mack  Lift- 
man, has  been  sold  to  RKO  for  dis- 
tribution in  all  foreiam  countries 
with  the  exception  of  Canada.  Eng- 
land and  Europe,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday. 


Fractures  Ankle 

Wilma  Freeman  of  Warners'  h.o. 
advertising-publicity  department  is 
confined  to  her  home  as  the  result 
of  an  ankle  fracture. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

foreign  markets  were  still  produc- 
ing revenue,  frozen  currencies,  lc(  3s 
already  sustained  and  an  uncertain 
future  made  increased  domestic 
sales  all  the  more  imperative. 

He  said  that  the  company  would 
stress  higher  budgeted  pictures  for 
the  1940-41  season,  and  would  have 
a  larger  number  of  high  bracketed 
pictures  than  ever  before.  Decis- 
ion on  increasing  the  number  of  high 
budgeted  pictures  resulted  from  hud- 
dles between  Wobber,  president  Sid- 
ney R.  Kent,  production  head  Dar- 
ryl  F.  Zanuck,  and  board  chairman 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  here  and  on  the 
Coast. 


In  New  York  for  the  two-day  hud- 
dle of  20th-Fox  district  managers, 
James  P.  O'Loghlin,  Canadian  dis- 
trict manager  for  the  company,  told 
The  Film  Daily  that  business  gen- 
erally in  Canada  has  improved  con- 
siderably in  recent  weeks,  the  drop 
in  the  early  weeks  of  the  war  hav- 
ing been   overcome. 


Oil  Co.  Film-Stage  Revue 
Playing  Coast  One-Nighters 

San  Francisco — As  a  result  of  the 
success  of  the  Union  Oil  Co.'s  50th 
anniversary  revue,  embracing  film 
and  "flesh"  entertainment,  now  tour- 
ing the  Pacific  Ccast,  Lord  &  Thomas 
advertising  agency  will  produce  an- 
other for  the  Associated  Oil  Co.,  it 
is  reported  here. 

Union  Oil's  show  played  to  a  capa- 
city invited  audience  at  the  Geary 
Theater  here  recently,  and  is  now 
touring  the  larger  cities  along  the 
Coast  on  a  one-night  stand  policy. 
Final  city  dated  is  Spokane.  Per- 
formances are  essentially  for  com- 
pany's dealers  and  employes,  and  no 
admission  is  charged. 

With  Arthur  Stewart,  assistant 
vice-president  in  charge  of  sales  as 
emcee,  the  show  includes  a  30-minute 
Technicolor  ad  film  and  two  one-act 
plays,  the  first  plugging  the  com- 
pany's products  and  the  second  a 
comedy.  Show  closes  with  a  dramatic 
presentation  depicting  the  history  cf 
the  company.  Cast  of  11  features 
Mario  Chamlee,  singer. 


Advance  Release  Date 

Alliance  Films  has  moved  up  the 
release  date  of  "Little  Miss  Molly" 
to  March  5.  Maureen  O'Hara, 
Tom  Burke  and  Phillip  Reed  head 
the  cast. 


Rialto,  Atlanta,  Reopens 

Atlanta,  Ga.— The  Rialto  Theater 
reopens  Friday  following  redecor- 
ating. 


Atlanta  Duals  Switch 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Lucas  and  Jenkins' 
Paramount  Theater  in  Atlanta  has 
adopted  a  double  bill  policy. 


You're  Invited!  This  Saturday! 


Phone: 

A.  W.  Schwalberg 

CIRCLE 

6-1000 
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soon,  it  was  learned  at  the  week-end. 
The  block-booking'  measure  follows 
the  transportation  bill  on  the  Com- 
mittee calendar;  Chairman  Luke  Lea 
has  announced  that  the  Neely  bill 
will  be  the  legislation  next  consid- 
ered. 


Sunday  Pix  as  Patriotic 

Gesture  Urged  In  N.  B. 


St.  John,  N.  B. — Sunday  movies 
have  been  recommended  as  a  pa- 
triotic gesture  for  Saint  John  and 
Halifax.  Sponsors  of  the  movement 
stress  that  the  opening  of  the  pic- 
ture houses  for  the  balance  of  the 
war  period  would  provide  entertain- 
ment for  the  thousands  of  sailors, 
soldiers  and  airmen,  who  are  throng- 
ing the  two  Atlantic  ports,  in  train- 
ing, and  on  shore  leave. 

The  Halifax  Board  of  Trade  has 
approved  the  plan.  However,  there 
is  opposition  from  the  local  minis- 
terial alliance  which  views  the  move 
as  the  entering  wedge  for  Sunday 
shows. 


neUIS  Of  TH€  DflV 


Binghamton — Mrs.  Charles  Villen- 
cy,  professionally  Ruth  Small,  has 
the  lead  in  "Red  Harvest,"  anti-war 
play  by  Walter  C.  Roberts,  former 
Metro  writer,  which  will  be  staged 
here  next  month  by  the  Little  Thea- 
ter Group  of  Binghamton.  Mrs.  Vil- 
lency,  who  played  on  Broadway,  at 
one.  time  was  in  Metro's  research  de- 
partment. 


Chicago — Vivien  Leigh  and  Lau- 
rence Olivier  open  at  the  Auditor- 
ium theater  in  "Romeo  and  Juliet" 
April   17. 


Amity,  Ark — C.  N.  Jenkins,  Hot 
Springs,  has  leased  the  local  theater 
here,  installing  new  sound  equipment 
and  remodeling  the  interior. 


New  York — Columbia  is  installing 
High  Fidelity  RCA  Photophone 
sound  and  Brenkert  projectors  and 
booth  equipment  in  its  screening 
room   at  729   Seventh  Ave. 


Ithaca  —  James  Ryan  and  John 
Ryan,  br-others,  are  taking  over  op- 
eration of  the  Palace  at  Trumans- 
burg,  and  are  installing  new  RCA 
Photophone   sound  for  the   opening. 
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A  third  brother,  William,  owns  the 
house. 


Detroit — David  E.  Flayer  is  re- 
modeling the  Loyal  Theater,  which 
he  has  just  taken  over,  and  will  re- 
name it  the  Alvin. 


Lee,  Mass. — New  Lee  Theater  will 
open  March  23.  GWTW  will  be  an 
early  booking.  The  Park  Theater, 
which  Elizabeth  Formento  now  runs, 
will  close  March  18. 


San  Francisco — "Harvest"  is  set- 
ting a  house  record  at  the  Clay  The- 
ater here. 


Baltimore  —  Local  Variety  Club, 
headed  by  Frank  Hornig,  is  improv- 
ing its  quarters,  with  George  Schenk, 
interior  decorator,  handling  the  job. 


Chicago — Harry  Cook,  has  been 
named  booker  at  the  RKO  Milwau- 
kee exchange;  he  was  formerly  in 
the  poster  department  here. 


Detroit  —  William  Brock,  former 
manager  of  the  Majestic  Theater, 
has  been  made  manager  of  the  Rain- 
bo  for  the  Broder  Circuit,  replacing 
Eddie  Jacobson,  who  went  with  the 
Krim  Circuit  as  manager  of  the  Har- 
mony. 


Chicago  —  Tom  Gilliam,  Warner 
branch  manager,  has  been  named 
local  chairman  of  Will  Rogers  Mem- 
orial Fund  di'ive  succeeding  Jack 
Osserman  of  RKO. 


Kearney,  Neb.  —  Nevins  Lynn's 
place  as  manager  of  the  World  here, 
has  been  taken  by  Maynard  Nelson, 
who  was  moved  from  the  Granada, 
Norfolk.  Lynn  went  with  the  Iowa 
end  of  Harry  Warren's  Central 
States  Theaters  string. 


Nashville,  Tenn.  —  The  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.'s  new  Belle  Meade 
Theater  may  be  opened  in  April. 
House  will  be  the  first  in  the  new 
Harding  Road  business  district. 


Pittsburgh— The  Star  Theater  in 
Glassport,  Pa.,  owned  and  operated 
by  Peter  Gorris  until  his  recent 
death,  has  been  taken  over  by  James 
and  John  Jaffurs,  who  also  operate 
the  Wilmer  Theater,  Wilmerding, 
Pa. 


Chicago  —  Max  Stahl,  formerly 
Educational  branch  manager,  has 
joined  the  Chicago  sales  staff  of  the 
National  Screen  Service. 


Wind  Up  Campaign 

Russell  Birdwell  and  Associates 
finishes  Its  publicity  campaign  for 
Columbia's  "Too  Many  Husbands" 
today. 


3rd  Week  for  Fight  Pix 

Minneapolis  —  The  Louis-Godoy 
fight  pictures  are  in  the  third  week 
at  the  Esquire  theater. 


PLANS  FOR  PIX  EXHIBIT 
AT  FAIR  PROGRESSING 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

which  the  evolution  of  the  motion 
picture  camera  might  be  one  point 
of  interest,  has  been  suggested  as 
well  as  a  plan  to  show  how  a  si. .  2o 
operates. 

It  was  reported  on  Friday  that 
progress  towards  an  agreement  had 
been  made  and  that  in  all  likelihood 
the  majors  would  participate  in  a 
joint  exhibit. 


Starr  Joins  Columbia 

for  Radio  Experiment 

Martin  Starr,  until  recently  film 
commentator  for  WMCA,  has  joined 
Columbia  Pictures  as  a  special  ex- 
ploitation  representative. 

Starr  left  WMCA  to  harness  a 
"pet  idea"  to  Columbia's  "Too  Many 
Husbands,"  due  to  open  at  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  in  early  March. 

Starr's  idea  is  said  to  call  for  the 
making  of  behind-the-scenes  micro- 
phonic pictures  of  what  goes  on  in 
the  pre-production  stages  of  motion 
pictures.  Dramatizations,  excerpts 
from  the  story,  short  scenes,  or 
anything  that  has  to  do  with  the  ac- 
tual taking  of  the  picture  are 
avoided,  but  the  radio  story  ends 
where  the  director  begins  to  "shoot" 
the  production.  These  pre-shooting 
tab  dramas  will  be  reduced  to  a  15 
minute  disk  which  will  be  spotted  on 
local  radio  stations  just  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  the  feature  film  at  the 
local  theater. 


British  Mobile  Cinemas  Give 
350  Shows  Weekly  for  Troops 

London  (By  Cable) — Great  Britain 
now  has  a  fleet  of  35  mobile  cinemas 
which  visit  280  stations  weekly,  giv- 
ing 350  shows  for  British  home 
troops.  The  traveling  cinemas  visit 
nearly  every  county  in  England  and 
remote  places  in  Wales,  Scotland, 
Northern  Ireland,  the  Orkneys,  Shet- 
lands  and  the  Isle  of  Man.  Aver- 
age mileage  of  ,the  units  per  week 
is  between  9,000  and  10,000  miles. 
Audiences  vary  in  numbers  from  15 
to  1,200.  Ninety  films  a  week  are 
required  for  this  entertainment 
schedule  for  the  troops. 


"Living  Dead"  Banned 

Chicago — Police  censor  rejected 
"The  Living  Dead,"  described  as 
a  "smuggled  German  film." 


Muni  Likes  Pills 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — When  Paul  Muni  reports 
to  Warners  upon  the  termination  of  his 
road  tour  in  "Key  Largo,"  he  will  be 
starred  in  Urling  C.  Coe's  novel,  "Fron- 
tier Doctor,"  with  Michael  Curtiz  di- 
recting. It  will  be  Muni's  second  phy- 
sician role  in  a  row;  he  played  a  medico 
in   "We  Are   Not  Alone." 
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AGREE  ON  CLEARANCE 
BOARDS  FOR  CANADA 
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located  in  Toronto  and  for  the  or- 
ganization of  branch  boards  in  each 
exchange  center. 

1 /as  further  agreed  to  form  a 

special  committee  to  draw  up  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  central  clear- 
ance board,  such  committee  to  con- 
sist of  three  distributor  representa- 
tives, two  representatives  of  the  in- 
dependents and  one  representative  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  and  its 
affiliated   theaters. 


Nova  Scotia  Exhib.  Bodies 
Ask  "Red  Light"  for  BUI  92 

Toronto  —  Word  was  received  in 
Toronto  Friday  that  both  the  Inde- 
pendent Theaters  Association  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  the  Allied  Exhibi- 
tors of  Nova  Scotia  had  met  and 
each  body  had  decided  to  ask  the 
Nova  Scotia  premier  not  to  proclaim 
bill  92.  This  bill,  which  was  passed 
some  time  ago,  but  not  proclaimed 
by  the  Nova  Scotia  legislature,  em- 
powered the  Government  to  put  the 
supervision  of  business  transactions 
between  exhibitors  and  distributors 
under  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment's theater  censorship  depart- 
!  ment.  This  request  for  non-pro- 
clamation of  bill  92  has  followed  a 
well-tested  trial  of  a  conciliation 
board  plan  under  the  chairmanship 
of  A.  J.  Mason,  an  independent  ex- 
hibitor. 

Proclamation  of  the  bill  was  to 
have  taken  place  if  the  plan  for  a 
conciliation  board  had  failed  to 
operate  successfully.  Film  industry 
executives  in  all  parts  of  Canada  and 
the  United  States  have  been  watch- 
ing the  course  of  events  in  Nova 
Scotia  for  if  bill  92  had  become  law 
it  would  have  been  the  first  instance 
of  government  regulation  of  distrib- 
utor-exhibitor business  on  the  North 
American   continent. 


M  of  T-Made  Tobacco  Pix 
to  be  Previewed  Tomorrow 


Two  commercial  films,  made  by 
the  March  of  Time  for  Liggett  & 
Myers  Tobacco  Co.,  and  constituting 
a  full  hour  of  entertainment,  will 
be  previewed  in  the  CBS  Theater, 
1697  Broadway,  at  8  p.m.  tomorrow 
night.  Films,  said  to  be  made  in 
M  of  T's  style,  are  titled  "Tobac- 
coland,  U.S.A."  and  "Pleasure 
Time."  Former  is  described  as  deal- 
ing with  the  story  of  tobacco,  and 
the  latter  a  behind-the-scenes  pic- 
ture of  the  production  of  one  of 
Chestei'field's  15-minute  radio  pro- 
grams. 


Lunds  Take  the  Ross 

Pittsburgh — John  Lund  and  his 
son,  Werner,  who  operate  several 
theaters  in  this  territory,  have  just 
taken  over  the  Ross  Theater,  Car- 
michaels.  They  will  close  the  house 
on  April  1  for  extensive  repairs  and 
alterations  and  expect  to  reopen  it 
by   Memorial    Day. 


"Headache"  Measures  Fewer  in  Netv  York 

Legislature  Despite  Flow  of  3,206  Bills 

Albany — While  3,206  bills  had  been  hoppered  at  the  close  of  the  legislative  session 
Feb.  27 — 1,788  In  the  Assembly  and  1,418  in  the  Senate — fewer  of  "headache"  interest 
to  the  theater  biz  have  been  introduced  than  in  many  former  years. 

Among  the  perennials  which  have  not  yet  been  submitted  in  1940  are  the  manda- 
tory two  projectionists  in  all  booths  in  cities;  restrictions  against  selling  of  theater 
seats  when  none  are  available;  graduated  tax  on  seats;  more  matrons  to  take  care 
of  children   under  16  admitted  without   parents   or  adult   chaperones,   etc. 


RCA  Reports  $8,082,81 1  Net    2  Killed  as  Wall  of  Theater 
for  1939,  Gain  of  $670,739       Being  Remodelled  Collapses 


NEW  THEATERS  TO  BE 
BUILT  IN  NINE  STATES 
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ment  of  all  preferred  dividends,  to 
35  cents  per  share  on  outstanding 
common.  In  addition  to  RCA's  past 
year  operations,  the  report  covers 
its  wholly-owned  subsidiaries,  all  of 
which  were  on  a  profitable  basis. 

Consolidated  gross  income  was  put 
at  $110,494,398,  an  increase  of  $10,- 
526,288  over  the  preceding  year, 
while  consolidated  net  was  $8,082,- 
811,  an  increase  of  $670,739  over 
1938.  At  the  end  of  1939,  the  ratio 
of  current  assets  to  current  liabili- 
ties was  2.4  to  1. 

The  report,  which  deals  compre- 
hensively with  parent  and  subsidiary 
activities  and  progress  during  1939, 
called  attention  to  two  new  and  im- 
portant television  developments  now 
technically  ready  for  public  service. 
One  is  the  system  of  television  ra- 
dio relays,  different  from  any  other 
system  so  far  devised,  which  offsets 
the  distance  limitations  of  ultra- 
short waves,  and  makes  feasible  set- 
ting up  of  a  radio  relay  system  link- 
ing New  York  City,  for  example, 
with  Washington.  D.  C,  and  Boston. 
The  other  new  tele  development  is 
the  improved  projection  of  large 
screen  tele  images,  of  a  size  and 
clarity  suitable  for  theater  presen- 
tation. 

Coincident  with  the  issuance  of  the 
annual  report,  David  Sarnoff,  RCA 
president,  announced  that  a  quar- 
terly dividend  on  outstanding  shares 
of  the  corporation's  $3.50  cumula- 
tive convertible  1st  preferred,  and 
a  quarterly  dividend  on  outstanding 
"B"  preferred,  were  declared  at  the 
board  meeting  on  Friday.  Dividend 
on  the  1st  preferred  is  87%  cents 
per  share,  dividend  on  the  "B"  pre- 
ferred is  $1.25  per  share.  Dividends 
will  be  paid  on  April  to  stockholders 
of  record  at  close  of  business 
March   11. 


Neubauer  Seeks  Re-election 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Sen.  E.  M.  Neu- 
bauer, who  gave  the  film  business 
a  big  scare  by  introducing  a  di- 
vorcement bill  in  the  Nebraska 
legislature,  has  filed  for  re-election. 
His  1939  legislation  folded  up  in 
committee. 


"Black  Limelight"  Set 

"Black  Limelight,"  English-made 
film  being  distributed  by  Alliance 
Films  Corp..  has  been  set  for  a  first- 
run  at  the  Warner  Ritz  in  Albany 
by  Pam-0  Film  Exchange,  fran- 
chise holder  in  the  territory. 


Buffalo — Collapse  of  a  brick  wall 
in  the  Schine  Enterprise  theater 
building  in  Canandaigua  Friday 
killed  two  men  and  injured  two 
others.  The  building  is  being  re- 
modeled and  plans  had  been  made 
to  open  the  theater  in  May. 

The  dead  are:  Theodore  Metildi, 
Rochester,  who  died  en  route  to  the 
hospital;  Samuel  Alaimo,  Rochester, 
who  died  shortly  after  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  hospital. 

The  injured  are:  David,  Monori, 
Rochester;  Paul  Croston,  Mount 
Morris.  All  are  employes  of  the 
contractor. 

Coroner  Leon  A.  Stetson  of  Canan- 
daigua announced  he  would  conduct 
an  inquest.  Police  Chief  Thomas. P. 
Kinsella  said  that  District  Attorney 
Carrollton  A.  Roberts  of  Geneva, 
would   conduct   an  investigation. 

According  to  police,  the  four  men 
were  in  the  basement  of  the  build- 
ing when  the  wall  collapsed,  burying 
them  under  several  tons  of  debris. 


165  Easter  Week  Dates 

Set  on  "Virginia  City" 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  Easter 
Wef>V  opening's  have  been  set  to  date 
on  Warners'  "Virginia  City."  The 
picture  is  set  for  national  release 
on  March  23.  and  will  be  preceded 
on  March  16  bv  a  gala  world  pre- 
miere in  Virginia  City  and  Reno, 
Nevada.  Two  trainloads  of  news- 
paper representatives  will  leave  the 
West  and  the  East  that  week-end 
to  attend  the  celebration  in  the 
Nevada  cities. 


Berwyn,  111.  —  Plans  have  been 
drawn  for  a  1,400-seat  theater,  to 
be  erected  at  3438  S.  Harlan  Ave. 
for  Jacob  Lasker  and  Sons  circuit. 
The  new  house  will  be  called  the 
Zephyr  and  will  give  the  Lasker 
circuit,  three  houses  here.  J.  J.  Novy 
of  Riverside,  is  the  architect. 


Miami.  Fla. — Work  has  been  start- 
ed on  a  $100,000  965-seat  film  house 
on  N  E  Seventhy-eighth  St.  and 
Biscayne  Blvd.  by  the  Biscayne 
Boulevard    Theater    Corp. 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — A.  M.  Schu- 
man,  operator  of  the  Black  Reck 
Theater,  will  start  construction  of 
the  936-seat  New  Black  Rock,  on  a 
site  a  few  blocks  distant,  as  soon  as 
weather  permits.  Charles  Abramo- 
witz,  is  the  architect. 


Portland,  Ore. — The  Mercy  Circuit, 
will  erect  a  new  theater  at  Clark- 
ston,  Wash,  for  early  Summer  open- 
ing. 


Millersburg,  O. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy 
L.  Russell  co-operators  of  the  Opera 
House,  town's  only  film  theater,  will 
build  a  new  house  this  Spring. 

Nitro,  W.  Va. — A.  R.  Clemens,  who 
operates  several  theaters  in  West 
Virginia,  is  building  the  Nitro  here. 
Clemens  has  contracted  for  RCA 
sound. 


To  Produce  School  Pix 

Chicago  —  American  Film  Corp., 
6227  Broadway,  will  soon  start  pro- 
duction of  short  subjects  for  educa- 
tional use,  .according  to  John  R. 
Freuler,  president.  Laboratory  fa- 
cilities have  been  enlarged  to  take 
care  of  production  activities. 


Styne  Plans  Broadway  Play 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM  GAILY 

Hollywood — Jule  Styne  is  ready- 
ing a  play  for  Broadway  titled  "7th 
Floor."  Arnold  Belgard  and  Milt 
Gross  authored.  Play  is  set  for 
June   1    opening. 


"Mad  Youth"  to  Atlas 

New  York  State  and  Northern 
New  Jersey  distribution  rights  to 
"Mad  Youth"  have  been  acauired  bv 
Atlas  Film  Exchange,  Inc.  Company 
is  also  handling  the  national  distribu- 
tion on  "Molinos  De  Viento,"  new 
Spanish  import. 


St.  Paul,  Minn.  —  Construction 
started  at  the  week-end  on  a  $200,- 
000  store  and  theater  building  at 
Lexington  and  University  Aves. 
Structure  will  include  14  retail  stores 
and  a  1,000-seat  house. 


Laurinburg,  N.  C— Mrs.  J.  T.  Gib- 
son, for  some  time  operator  of  the 
Scotland  here,  is  building  another 
theater  in  the  same  community,  to 
open  late  in  the  Spring. 


Indianapolis — Ernest  L.  Miller,  op- 
erator of  the  Cinema,  is  building 
a  new  600-seat  house  at  West  Lafay- 
ette, also  to  be  known  as  the 
Cinema. 


Chicago  May  Have  Two 

More  Newsreel  Houses 


Chicago — Reports  persist  that  an- 
other newsreel  theater  is  projected 
for  Randolph  St.  theater  district  and 
that  plans  are  also  under  way  to  re- 
place the  old  Casino  theater  on 
Madison  Street,  near  Dearborn,  with 
a  newsreel  theater.  Both  buildings 
are  owned  bv  the  Thompson  Res- 
taurant  chain. 


Mayer  Heads   Metro  Club 

Pittsburgh— The  local  M-G-M  Pep 
Club  has  elected  the  following  of- 
ficers for  the  year  1940:  Andrew  J. 
Mayer,  president;  Ted  Tolley,  vice- 
president;  Beverly  Semenow,  secre- 
tary and  John  Freinstein,  tresaurer. 


THE  STORY  OF 

R.  EHRLICH'S  MAGIC 

BULLET  PLAYED  TO 

BIGGER  RECEIPTS 

AND  DODGE 
S-T  WEEK  AT 
N^Y.  STRAND! 
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NATIONALLY   RELEASED   THIS  WEEK   BY 

WARNER  BROS,  Ifegfaumen/ 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  /THE  STORY  OF  DR.  EHRLICH'S  MAGIC  BULLET 

with  RUTH  GORDON  •  OTTO  KRUGER  •  DONALD  CRISP  .  Directed  by  William  DieteHe  .  Original  Screen  Ploy  by  John  Hoston,  Heinz  Herald  &  Norman  Biirnstde 

From  an  Idea  by  Norman  Burnside   •    Music  by  Max  Stelner   •    A  Warner  Bro*.-Firsl  National  Picture 
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Court  Cites  Possibility  of  Settlement  of  Equity  Suit 

STUDIOSPRESS  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  WAGNER  ACT 

Chi.  Films  Council  Prexy  Sees  Neely  Bill  No  Remedy 


Finds  Other   Trade   Practices 

Worse  than  Block-Booking 

"Debatable  Evils" 

Chicago  —  Other  trade  practices 
appear  to  be  worse  than  the  "de- 
batable evils  of  block-booking,"  ac- 
cording to  Mrs.  Richard  M.  McClure, 
president  of  the  Better  Films  Coun- 
cil of  Chicago,  and  who  explained 
her  reactions  to  the  Neely  bill  in  a 
recent  talk  before  the  organization. 

Mrs.  McClure  asserted  that  she 
could  not  advise  what  action  to  take 
on  the  bill,  but  urged  all  her  mem- 
bers to  "think  and  study  the  bill, 
talk  to  your  theater  manager,  read 
the  trade  papers  and  then  write  a 
letter    to    your    Congressman"    and 

(.Continued  on  Page  8) 


$750,000  FOR  RIGHTS 
TO  BROADWAY  PLAYS? 


With  $400,000  already  invested  by 
the  majors  in  current  Broadway 
plays  and  reports  of  several  further 
purchases  for  big  money  pending, 
this  season  may  see  more  film  money 
paid  out  for  screen  rights  to  plays 
than  in  several  years. 

RKO    has    invested    $150,000     in 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Terry  De  Lapp  Resigns 

Post  at  Para.'s  Studio 

{Continued  from  Paae  1) 
West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Terry  De  Lapp  has 
resigned  as  Paramount  studio  pub- 
licity manager  effective   immediate- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


'Gropes'   Tops   'Rains' 

"The  Grapes  of  Wrath"  beat  the  record 
of  "The  Rains  Came,"  20th-Fox's  top 
grosser  for  this  year,  in  22  cities  and 
equalled  it  in  four  other  spots  over 
the  week-end,  reports  to  the  home  office 
on  pre-release  engagements  disclosed 
yesterday.  In  several  cities,  "Crapes" 
led  both  "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band" 
and  "Jesse  James."  Pix  goes  into  its 
seventh  week  at  the  Rivoli  here  tomor- 
row. 


Spyros  SUouras  Finds  Definite  Feeling 

of  Optimism  Prevalent  in  Theater  Biz 

Returning  yesterday  from  a  five-week  survey  tour  and  Coast  conferences  with  division 
managers  and  National  Theaters  executives,  Spyros  Skouras,  NT  chieftain,  expressed 
the  opinion  that  there  was  a  definite  feeling  of  optimism  prevalent  in  the  theater 
biz.  Skouras  said  NT  business  was  holding  its  gains  and  a  good  year  was  anticipated, 
current  studio  programs  looking  strong  and  current  releases  doing  fine  buisness  through- 
out   the    country. 

Skouras  huddled  for  a  week  at  the  NT  Coast  office  with  division  managers  and  ex- 
ecutives of  the  company  there  and  from  the  home  office  who  accompanied  him  on 
the  trip,  with  operations  and  policy  principal  subjects  of  discussion.  He  also  visited  a 
number  of  divisional   headquarters  during  his  five-week  trip. 


RKO,  Competitors  Said  on  Equal 
Footing  in  Pix  Sales  to  RKO  Theaters 


Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  distribution,  de- 
clared yesterday  that  the  RKO  pro- 
duction company  dealt  on  an  equal 
footing  with  other  companies  in  the 
sale  of  pictures  to  the  RKO  theater 
company.  The  statement  was  made 
during  the  course  of  his  examina- 
tion in  the  government  equity  suit 
by  Robert  L.  Wright,  special  as- 
sistant   attorney    general.       Depinet 


explained  that  both  the  production 
and  theater  companies  were  inter- 
ested in  a  successful  business  show- 
ing and  that  each  company  was  in- 
terested in  getting  the  best  terms 
possible  on  pictures. 

George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  presi- 
dent, does  not  interfere  with  deals 
between  the  production  and  theater 
companies,    Depinet    stated.       As    a 

(.Continued  on  Page  7) 


Free  Pix  Industry  Exhibit 

at  Fair  Opposed  by  ITOA 

Opposition  to  a  free  exhibit  at  the 
New  York  World's  Fair  by  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  was  voiced  yes- 
terday by  the  ITOA  through  its  ex- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


TNEC's  Continuance  Urged 
by  D  of  J's  Trust  Buster 

Durham,  N.  C. — Continuance  of 
the  TNEC  to  hear  cases  in  which 
the  anti-trust  laws  appear  inade- 
quate for  such  treatment  as  the 
situation  requires  is  urged  by  Thur- 

(Continned  on  Page  7) 


Equity  Suit  Statement  Inadvertently 
Included  in  His  Opinion,  Says  Knox 


Cosmopolitan   Prods.   Deal 
with  20th  Cent.-Fox  Expires 

Cosmopolitan  Productions'  deal 
with  20th  Century-Fox  has  expired 
and  because  of  unsettled  European 
conditions,  Cosmopolitan  representa- 
tives are  said  to  be  biding  their  time 
before  making  any  new  releasing  ar- 
rangements. 


Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox,  sen- 
ior Judge  in  charge  of  the  trial  cal- 
endar, in  an  opinion  handed  down 
yesterday  in  a  song  plagiarism  suit 
stated  that  there  was  a  possibility 
that  the  Department  of  Justice's 
equity  suit  against  the  major  com- 
panies would  be  settled  before  trial. 

The  opinion  said,  "if  it  be  as  has 
been  suggested,  that  the  case  of  the 
(.Continued  o-n  Page  8) 


7    "Clarifying    Amendments" 

Proposed  by  Counsel 

from  the  Coast 

By  PRESCOTT  DENNETT 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Procedural  amend- 
ments to  the  Wagner  Act  to  make  it 
function  "more  fairly"  were  advo- 
cated before  the  House  Labor  Com- 
mittee here  yesterday  by  counsel  for 
11  Coast  studios. 

Maurice  Benjamin,  Los  Angeles 
film  attorney,  who  appeared  with  Al- 
fred Wright,  also  of  Los  Angeles, 
in  behalf  of  the  film  interests,  told 
the  committee  that  the  companies 
find  it  virtually  impossible  to  dis- 
charge employes  for  cause. 

The  NLRB,  it  was  charged,  gen- 
erally accepts  an  employe's  claim 
that  he  was  discharged  for  union  ac- 
tivity when  such  claim  is  made. 

Amendments  proposed  by  the  film 
companies  would: 

Permit  employers  to  discharge 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

DEFER  SALEM'S 
ASSETS  TO  MARCH  27 


Sale  of  Grand  National  assets 
again  was  delayed  yesterday  when 
Peter  B.  Olney,  referee  in  bank- 
ruptcy, ordered  Joseph  Dannenberg, 
trustee,  to  consult  with  experienced 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


98%  of  Metro's  Possible 

Accounts  Solds — Rodgers 

M-G-M  has  sold  approximately  98 
per  cent  of  its  possible  accounts  for 
the  1939-40  program,  W.  F.  Rodgers, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Congrats,  to  Hays 

Congratulations  are  the  order  of  to- 
day, which  is  the  18th  Anniversary  of 
Will  H.  Hays  as  MPPDA  president.  On 
March  4,  1922,  he  resigned  his  post  as 
Postmaster  General  of  the  U.  S.,  and  the 
day  following  entered  filmland  as  its 
administrative   head. 
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$12,000  for  the  Finns 

Chicago  —  Amusement  industry 
here  has  contributed  approximately 
$12,000  to  the  Finnish  Relief  Fund. 
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Court  Frees  Rep.  Brady, 

Jointly  Indicted  with  Nick 

St.  Louis  —  State  Representative 
Brady,  charged  with  conspiracy  to 
extort  $10,000  from  motion  picture 
theater  owners  in  1936,  was  freed 
yesterday  on  a  nolle  prosequi  motion 
filed  by  Circuit  Attorney  Miller  after 
Circuit  Judge  Rowe  recommended 
this  step  "to  save  the  state  the  un- 
necessary expense  of  a  useless  trial." 
Judge  Rowe  is  the  same  jurist  who 
on  Jan.  11  directed  a  verdict  of  "not 
guilty"  at  the  fourth  trial  of  John 
P.  Nick,  jointly  accused  with  Brady. 
Prior  to  recommending  that  the  case 
against  Brady  be  dropped,  Judge 
Rowe  asked  if  the  evidence  would  be 
beyond  that  in  the  Nick  trial  as  to 
conspiracy  and  threat.  Miller  ad- 
vised that  the  evidence  was  virtually 
the  same. 


Columbia  Signs  Bischoff; 
Schulberg  Assigned  Story 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Columbia  yesterday 
confirmed  the  signing  of  Sam  Bis- 
choff as  a  producer.  Bischoff,  re- 
cently with  Warners,  will  make 
"Singapore,"  by  Houston  Branch, 
as  his  first. 

B.  P.  Schulberg,  signed  by  Colum- 
bia last  week,  also  drew  a  first  as- 
signment yseterday.  It's  "Ode  to 
Liberty,"  based  on  the  Broadway 
stage  production  of  the  same  name, 
which  was  adapted  by  the  late  Sid- 
ney Howard  from  a  French  play. 
Scenario  writers  will  be  assigned  im- 
mediately and  preparations  made  to 
put  both  features  into  production 
within  the  next  few  weeks. 


Anti-Handbill  Ordinance 

Challenged  In  Nashua 

Nashua,  N.  H. — A  test  of  this 
city's  anti-handbill  ordinance  is  be- 
ing watched  by  theater  men  as  a 
case  charging  violations  is  pressed 
against  members  of  a  religious  sect. 

Although  such  ordinances  enacted 
in  three  other  cities  in  the  United 
States  have  been  declared  unconsti- 
tutional by  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court,  Solicitor  Lampron  has 
expressed  the  belief  that  Nashua's 
statute  will  not  be  upset. 


Weeks  Going  to  Coast 

to  Produce  in  2  Weeks 


George  W.  Weeks  is  winding  up 
his  activities  as  sales  manager  of 
Monogram  and  plans  to  leave  for  the 
Coast  in  two  weeks  to  launch  his 
production  program.  Weeks  returned 
from  a  Florida  vacation  yesterday. 


Seligman  Asks  $8,750 

Application  for  a  final  allowance 
of  $8,750  in  the  RKO  proceedings 
was  filed  yesterday  in  the  Federal 
Court  by  J.  &  W.  Seligman  &  Co., 
depository  for  RKO  debentures.  The 
company,  which  served  as  depository 
since  beginning  of  proceedings,  is 
asking  for  five  dollars  for  each  trans- 
fer. 


Five  More  Stockholders 

Join  in  Pacific  Nat'l  Suit 


Wilmington,  Del.  —  Chancellor 
William  Watson  Harrington  has 
entered  an  order  in  the  New  Castle 
County  Chancery  Court  in  the  suit 
of  Margaret  M.  Stevens  and  W. 
Ernest  Choate  against  Pacific  Na- 
tional Theaters,  Inc.,  admitting  five 
additional  stockholders  as  parties 
complainant  in  the  court  action  seek- 
ing appointment  of  a  receiver. 

The  additional  complainants, 
Helen  B.  Baranov,  Charlotte  D. 
Fenn,  H.  W.  Merkley,  Louis  W.  Bar- 
tel  and  F.  E.  Long,  had  stated  in 
their  petition  on  information  and  be- 
lief that  a  certain  person  or  persons 
had  been  negotiating  with  Choate 
and  Stevens  for  the  purchase  of 
their  stock,  offering  "more  than  said 
stock  is  worth  even  if  the  litigation 
was  successful." 

Howard  Duane  is  the  solicitor  for 
the  seven  complainants. 

Chancellor  Harrington  further 
ordered  that  the  interrogatories  filed 
by  the  complainants  in  January  must 
be  answered  by  C.  W.  Crandall,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  Pacific  Na- 
tional, or  if  he  is  no  longer  an  of- 
ficer of  the  corporation,  by  such 
officer  thereof  most  familiar  with 
the  facts. 


Ont.  Bans  "Canada  at  War"; 
Hepburn  Calls  it  Propaganda 

Montreal  —  Premier  Mitchell  F. 
Hepburn  of  Ontario  announced  yes- 
terday that  showing  of  "Canada  at 
War"  had  been  banned  in  Ontario 
until  after  the  Dominion  general 
election  on  March  26.  He  said  it 
was  not  definite  if  the  film  pi'oduced 
by  the  March  of  Time  would  be 
shown  even  then. 

Premier  Hepburn,  who  made  the 
announcement  as  chairman  of  the 
Ontario  Gov't  M  P  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, claimed  that  the  picture  was 
"nothing  but  pure  political  propa- 
ganda for  the  MacKenzie  King  gov- 
ernment." 


Charge  that  the  banning  of  "Can- 
ada at  War"  was  due  to  political 
pressure  on  the  censors  was  made  in 
a  statement  issued  last  night  by  Pro- 
ducer Louis  de  Rochemont. 


Publishers  Plan  Award 

for  Film  Based  on  Book 


Ampa  will  host  representatives  of 
leading  publishing  houses,  book 
critics  and  authors  at  its  luncheon 
meeting  on  Thursday  in  Jack  Demp- 
sey's  Restaurant.  The  session  is  in 
recognition  of  the  recent  marked 
trends  among  pix  producers  to  adapt 
their  outstanding  films  from  best- 
selling  books. 

Highlight  of  the  meeting  will  be 
the  formal  announcement  of  the 
establishment  of  an  annual  award 
by  the  publishers  for  the  best  film 
based  on  a  book,  thus  bringing  the 
publishing  and  film  fields  into  closer 
relationship. 

Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  vice-pres- 
ident of  Doubleday  Doran,  will  be 
toastmaster  at  the  Ampa  conclave. 


cumins  mid  come 


SPYROS  SKOURAS,  National  Theaters  chief- 
tain, returned  to  the  home  office  yesterday  after 
a  five-week  trip  to  field  headquarters  which 
took     him     to    the     Coast.  ^^ 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK,  20th-Fox  boaroSj  iir- 
man,    has    returned    to    Florida. 

JOSEPH  MOSKOWITZ,  studio  representative 
at  the  20th-Fox  home  office,  flew  to  the 
Coast    over    the    week-end. 

OSCAR  DOOB,  director  of  pub.  and  ad.  for 
Loew  theaters,  was  due  in  last  night  after  a 
Coast   trip. 

O.  HENRY  BRIGGS,  Pathe  Film  Laboratories 
prexy,  has  returned  to  the  home  office  after  a 
stay    in    Hollywood   on    business. 

ALBERT  LEWIN  was  scheduled  to  fly  to  the 
Coast   last   night. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Western  and  Southern  sales 
manager  for  Warners,  returned  to  the  home 
office  yesterday  after  a  trip  through  a  number 
of   Southern    branches. 

MORRIS  GOODMAN,  Republic  vice-president 
in  charge  of  foreign  sales,  is  in  Mexico  City 
on  the  first  leg  of  a  four  months'  trip  through 
the    Latin-American   territory. 

HERB  MclNTYRE,  captain  of  the  Ned  Depinet 
drive  forces,  HARRY  MICHALSON,  RKO  short 
subject  sales  manager,  and  H.  C.  COHEN,  West- 
ern district  manager,  will  be  in  Portland,  Ore., 
today    for    a    sales    meeting. 

ANDRE  DAVEN,  French  producer,  MRS.  DAV- 
EN,  and  JOHN  JUSTIN,  English  actor,  arrived 
here    yesterday    on    the    Washington. 

FRED  LANGE,  continental  European  director 
for  Paramount,  is  due  here  today  from  Balti- 
more where  he  arrived  yesterday  on  the  Clip- 
per. 

HARRY  H.  GOLDSTEIN,  Paramount  district 
manager  at  Cleveland,  and  MRS.  GOLDSTEIN 
are   in    Florida    for   a    vacation. 

NAT  WOLF,  Warners'  Cleveland  zone  manager 
and    MRS.    WOLF   are   vacationing    in    California. 

DAVE  MILLER,  Universal  district  manager  at 
Cleveland,  MRS.  MILLER  and  MARTIN  PRINTZ 
of  the  Alhambra  Theater,  Cleveland,  have  sailed 
for   California    via    the    Panama    Canal. 

JOHN  BALABAN,  B  &  K  prexy,  has  gone  to 
the    West    Coast    on    a    winter    vacation. 

MR.  and  MRS.  CHARLES  STUART  and  MRS. 
MAX  STUART  return  today  from  a  Florida  vaca- 
tion. 


Philly's  Exchangemen  Will 
be  Censor's  Lunch  Guests 


Philadelphia — Mrs.  Edna  Carroll, 
chairman  of  the  State  censor  board, 
will  be  host  to  exchange  men  tomor- 
row at  a  Bellevue  luncheon.  It's  a 
"thank  you"  gesture.  Major  compa- 
nies financed  Mrs.  Carroll's  recent 
visit  to  the  studios. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

MARCH  5 
D.    A.    Doran 

Renee    Carroll 
Houston  Branch 
Jules   Furthman 
Samuel  Zierler 


Here's  your  chance  to 
show  your  showmanship! 
The  value  of  these  names 
as  a  team  is  self-evident. 
Play  them  right  and  the  pay- 
off has  got  to  be  right! 
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$750,000  FOR  RIGHTS 
TO  BROADWAY  PLAYS? 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"Too  Many  Girls"  and  "Two  On  An 
Island,"  buying  the  latter  property 
for  $50,000.  Warners  recently 
closed  for  rights  to  the  "Male  Ani- 
mal" for  $125,000,  also  reported  the 
price  paid  by  Metro  for  "Philadel- 
phia Story."  However,  with  Univer- 
sal reported  as  offering  $150,000  for 
"Du  Barry  Was  A  Lady,"  and  sev- 
eral companies  dickering  for  "The 
Man  Who  Came  To  Dinner"  and 
"Life  With  Father,"  both  sure  to  hit 
a  high  price,  and  several  other  shows 
actively  being  bid  for,  it  is  likely 
that  $750,000  to  $1,000,000  will  be 
expended  for  plays  this  season. 


"Tobacco  Road"  Screen  Rights 
Taken  from  Sale — Kirkland 

Published  reports  of  casting  hav- 
ing started  for  the  screen  version 
of  "Tobacco  Road"  with  the  assign- 
ment of  Walter  Brennan  to  the  role 
of  Jeeter  are  not  only  premature  but 
without  foundation  insofar  as  Jack 
Kirkland,  author  and  producer,  is 
concerned.  Not  only  have  the  screen 
rights  not  been  sold,  but  they  are 
not  for  sale,  having  been  withdrawn. 

Kirkland  feels  that  the  play,  now 
showing  in  New  York  and  with  one 
company  on  tour,  has  several  years 
of  life  before  it  on  the  stage.  Nego- 
tiations for  screen  production  had 
been  under  way,  it  was  stated,  not 
only  with  20th  Century-Fox,  but  also 
with  Warner  Bros.,  Paramount  and 
RKO  Radio. 


Rep.  In  uFu  Manchu"  Tieup 
with  Radio  Attractions 


Nation-wide  co-operative  tieup  on 
a  "Fu  Manchu"  radio  program  and 
Republic's  "Fu  Manchu"  serial  has 
been  made  by  Radio  Attractions,  Inc., 
and  Republic.  Tieup  involves  50  ra- 
dio stations  and  sponsors  and  more 
than  5,000  theaters,  it  is  stated.  Re- 
public serial,  "Drums  of  Fu  Manchu," 
starts  its  15  weeks'  showing  this 
month.  Other  stations  and  sponsors 
are  expected  to  be  closed  before  film's 
release  date. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Pittsburgh — Jake  Soltz,  one  of  the 
best  known  exhibitors  in  this  terri- 
tory, who  now  operates  the  Rhumba 
Theater  here,  and  Miss  Dorothy 
Obernauer,  of  this  city,  who  were 
married  here,  are  honeymooning  in 
New  York. 


Cleveland — LeRoy  Kendis  of  Ex- 
hibitors Poster  Service,  recently  ab- 
sorbed by  Advertising  Accessories, 
Inc.  and  Charlotte  Gottlib  have 
picked  May  12  as  their  wedding  day. 


WITti  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


▼  T  T 

•  •      •     AFTER  a  six- week  jaunt  o'er  the  U.S Harry  Sherman's 

back  in  Hollywood making  plans  to  further  glorify  the  cactus  coun- 
try in  1940-41 We  understand  that  Showman  Sherman  has  his  heart 

set  upon  producing  a  slick  celluloid  version  of  that  famous  play,  "The 
Round-Up" wherein  Maclyn  Arbuckle  made  such  a  hit  on  the  well- 
trod  stage  of  the  ole  Amsterdam  Theater  in  the  long  ago Now  the 

casting  problem  which  "The  Round-Up"  naturally  presents is  'nough 

to  quench  the  ardor  of  many  a  producer for  it  has  as  its  key  char- 
acter a  gent  named  "Slim" who  comes  by  that  panhandle  via  pure 

and   unadulterated   sarcasm since    "Slim"    is    a   li'l   guy   hitting   the 

beam  at  300  or  more  pounds Now  good  heavyweights   are   even 

scarcer   in    the    cinema   realm    than    in    the    pugilistic    kingdom .but 

Sherman  was  not  to  be  discouraged He  went  a-prospectin'  around 

the  Hollywood  hills and  struck  a  real  lode no  less  a  bonanza 

than   Don   "Jello"  Wilson 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     THIS  Mr.  Wilson  is  not  without  a  film  flavor any 

more  than  he  is  without  six  delicious  ones  on  the  radio  each  Sun- 
day night for  on  occasion  he  has  been  seen  in  pix His 

doubling  in  the  two  entertainment  media  is  a  simple  and  natural 

phenomenon when  you  consider  that  gelatin  is  a  common 

denominator  of  both  the  Jello  Hour  and  the  movies Besides, 

Mr.  Wilson  found  the  radio-pix  changeover  an  easy  matter 

since  the  Jack  Benny  program  and  film  studios  both  depend  a  good 
deal  on  Rochester 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     BUT  getting  back  to  Showman  Sherman Sure  'nuf  he's 

gonna  star  Don  Jello  as  "Slim" albeit  Mr.  Wilson  is  20  pounds  shy 

of  the  300-pound  mark And  don't  get  the  idea  that  because   the 

voice  of  Don  Jello  flew  through  the  air  with  the  greatest  of  ease 

describing  that  Jack  Benny  junket  to  Yosemite  in  an  antique  Maxwell .... 

that  Mr.  Wilson  is  just  an  auto-minded  guy We've  been  advised  by 

the  "underground"   that  he's  really   a   helluva  horseman and   has 

a  horse  that  is  able  to  carry  him  all  day It's  a  happy  situation .... 

for  Don  can  probably  do  the  same  thing  for  the  horse 

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     THAT  Feb.  29  date which  is  four  times  as  scarce 

as  Christmas  which  comes  but  once  a  year continues  to  bring 

bales  of  press  clippings  into  the  local  Columbia  bailiwick 

as  result  of  the  metropolitan  and  national  syndicate  coverage  stunt 
engineered  that  day  by  h.o.  publicists the  Messrs.  Al  Sher- 
man and  Jose  Schorr in  behalf  of  company's  opus,  "Too  Many 

Husbands" They  arranged  for  H.  Ehrenreich,  marriage  broker 

de  luxe,  to  grant  a  press  interview Latter  opined  that  there 

were  "Too  Many  Husbands"  available  and  not  enough  gals  to  go 

'round and  he  hauled  out  census  figures  to  show  that  there're 

3,500,000  more  marriageable  ginks  than  gals  in  the  U.  S which 

is  obviously  more  alarming  than  the  water  shortage 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     A  week  from  tonight  the  Press  Photographers  Ass'n.  of  N.  Y. 

will  hold  its   11th  Annual  Dance  and  Entertainment  in  the  Hotel 

Astor This  is  always  one  of  the  sensashunal  shindigs  of  the  year 

and,  per  usual,  'twill  bring  together  the  in-town  stars  of  stage. 

screen  and  radio There's  another  reason  this  corner  looks  forward 

to  the  annual  event, — it's  a  bright  harbinger  of  Spring with 

myriads  of  "bulbs"  bursting  in  air But  you  can't  blame  the  lens 

boys   for   their   profligate    pyrotechnics Remember    that    all    is    no) 

fun  in  a  dark  room 


«      «      « 


»      »      *> 


DEFER  SALE  OF  GN'S 
ASSETS  TO  MARCH  27 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

motion  picture  people  to  determine 
the  exact  assets  of  the  company  so 
that  an  "intelligent"  bid  cagftbe 
made.  The  sale  was  postponed^Ntil 
March  27. 

Bert  Mayers,  attorney  represent- 
ing a  bidder,  put  in  a  bid  of  $16,- 
000  over  and  above  present  liens 
against  the  company,  and  deposited 
a  $3,000  certified  check.  Such  action 
was  suggested  by  the  referee  who 
said  he  did  not  want  to  sacrifice 
prospective  bids  in  view  of  the  de- 
lay. 

Educational  Film  Studios  protested 
against  the  listing  of  44  short  sub- 
jects made  in  1932  as  assets,  claim- 
ing that  Educational  owned  the 
properties  and  should  not  be  includ- 
ed in  the  GN  asset  listings.  Dannen- 
berg  agreed  to  eliminate  the  shorts 
from  the  list  pending  the  determina- 
tion of  ownership  at  a  meeting 
ordered  for  March  23. 

George  Blake,  representing  a  bid- 
der, told  Olney  that  nobody  had  seen 
certain  contracts  listed  as  assets  and 
that  they  should  be  made  available 
before  bids  could  be  made.  The 
trustee  was  ordered  to  produce  them. 

C.  J.  Tevlin,  vice-president  of 
Astor  Pictures  Corp.,  told  the  referee 
that  the  list  of  assets  was  incom- 
plete and  in  a  "deplorable  condi- 
tion" and  that  there  were  liens 
amounting  to  $10,000  more  than  those 
allegedly  held  by  De  Luxe  Labora- 
tory. Tevlin  also  said  that  140  nega- 
tives were  missing  and  that  available 
information  on  other  assets  was  un- 
reliable. 


Erdmann  Made  No  Comment 
on  Pending  Cleveland  Suit 

Cleveland — In  reporting  the  suit 
brought  by  the  Cleveland  Motion 
Picture  Exhibitors  Association 
against  eight  local  film  houses  to 
recover  sums  allegedly  due  for  dues 
and  assessments  in  Thb-Film  Daily 
of  Feb.  23,  G.  W.  Erdmann,  secre- 
tary of  the  exhib.  unit,  was  er- 
roneously credited  as  the  source  for 
a  statement  bearing  on  conditions 
existing  locally  in  1937.  Erdmann 
made  no  comment  upon  the  suit. 

Story  published  was  based  upon 
the  complaints  served  in  the  suits 
which,  in  setting  forth  a  second 
cause  of  action,  referred  to  the  ad- 
justment and  settlement  by  the  as- 
sociation's Labor  Relations  Commit- 
tee of  a  1937  dispute  between  Cleve- 
land exhibs.  and  the  stage  hands 
union. 


STORKS! 


Mansfield,  O.  —  Wayne  Williams, 
manager  of  Warners'  Majestic  The- 
ater, has 


a  new  son. 


Indianapolis — Al  Liverette,  Para- 
mount shipper  is  the  proud  father 
of  a  nine-pound  girl. 


TEN 

CONGRATULATIONS 
MR.  SELZNICK 

and  Selznick- Inter national! 

The  Academy  Awards  to  your  organization 
are  the  Talk  of  the  Industry.  M-G-M,  as  the 
distributor,  is  proud  of  the  privilege  to  serve 
your  great  production, 

(over) 


THE    PERFECT   FIGURE 


OSCAR  AND  LEO 


M-G-M  gratefully  acknowledges  its  new  Academy  Awards:  Best 
Male  Performance:  Robert  Donat  in  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips"-  Best 
Original  Musical  Score:  Herbert  Stothart's  for  "  Wizard  of  Oz". 
Special  Award  to  Judy  Garland  for  outstanding  performance  of 
juvenile  roles.  Today  M-G-M  gets  Academy  Awards — yesterday 
it  was  600  Film  Critics  of  America  who  heaped  honors  on  Leo; 
before  that  it  was  Film  Daily's  Ten  Best,  and  Quigley's  Box-Office 
Champions  and  Variety  and  Box-Office  Magazine  and  all  the  others! 
We're  happy  to  merit  these  annual  tributes,  but  we're  proudest 
of  the  golden  rewards  that  come  to  your  box-office  every  day  in 
the  year  when  you  play  M-G-M  pictures! 
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WAGNER  AMENDMENTS 
PRESSED  BY  STUDIOS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

employes  for  any  reason   other 
tb^—union  activity. 

;3Tke  findings  of  the  NLRB 
as  to  facts  binding  on  courts 
only  if  backed  by  "substantial 
and  material  evidence"  rather 
than  by  "some  evidence." 

Give  employers  the  right  to 
petition  the  NLRB  to  certify  a 
proper  union  when  there  is  a 
conflict  between  two  or  more 
unions. 

Protect  an  employer  who 
agrees  to  deal  with  a  union  on 
the  NLRB  orders  against  de- 
mands by  a  rival  union. 

Give  the  NLRB  power  to  hand 
down    "consent    decrees"    where 
the  employer  agrees  to  discon- 
tinue  unfair   labor   practices. 
The    attorneys    pointed    out    that 
their  amendments  would  not  diminish 
the  efficacy  of  the  Wagner  Law  but 
would  make  it  operate  more  fairly, 
and  have  a  good  psychological  effect 
on  the  Board. 

Charles  C.  Pettijohn,  Hays  Office 
counsel,  accompanied  the  Los  An- 
geles attorneys,  Benjamin  and 
Wright,  in  their  appearance  before 
the  House  Labor  Committee.  In  a 
clarifying  summation  at  the  close, 
Pettijohn  characterized  all  the  pro- 
posed amendments  as  "clarifying 
amendments  all  devoted  to  make  the 
law  better  understood  and  more  easi- 
ly workable." 

No  amendment,  he  emphasized,  at- 
tacked labor's  rights  under  the  law, 
but  rather  all  sought  to  clarify  the 
law  based  on  experience.  Pettijohn 
reminded  the  labor  committee,  in- 
cluding Congresswoman  Norton  of 
New  Jersey,  Representatives  Keller 
of  Illinois,  Ramspeck  of  Georgia, 
Lesinski  and  Hoffman  of  Michigan, 
Landis  of  Illinois,  Welch  of  Califor- 
nia and  Thomas  of  Texas,  that  the 
great  film  industry  included  in  its 
setup  from  150  to  200  different  kinds 
of  labor  and  enterprise  extending 
from  a  writer  to  a  manager. 

He  told  the  committee  that  no 
major  industry  had  a  better,  cleaner 
labor  record  than  the  film  industry. 
The  industry  record  must  be  good, 
he  added,  because  it  was  reflected 
on  the  celluloid  itself. 


"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois" 

•  Booked  at  Regular  Scale 
"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  has  been 
booked  for  two  situations  in  the 
Southwest  at  regular  admission 
prices.  The  engagements  are  for  the 
Ritz,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  beginning  March 
28  and  the  Palace,  Dallas,  opening 
on  April  5. 


Tele's  First  Opera 

Television  will  go  operatic  for  the 
first  time  next  Sunday  night  when  NBC 
telecasts  a  scene  from  the  first  act  of 
"Pagliacci"  in  which  the  regular  Met. 
stars  will  appear  as  promotion  for  the 
Metropolitan   Opera   Fund   campaign. 


Scriptures  Back  Up  WB  "Nix  on  Passes" 

Chicago — Just  to  make  the  "nix  on  passes"  more  emphatic,  Warners'  Charles  H. 
Ryan  has  searched  the  Scriptures  for  these  texts,  passed  along  to  managers  in  James  E. 
Cosfon's  zone: 

"Though  they  roar  .  .  yet  .  .  they  shall  not  PASS"  Nahum,  1-15;  "This  genera- 
tion shall  not  PASS"  March,  12-30;  "The  wicked  shall  no  more  PASS"  Jeremiah,  5-22; 
"Suffer  not  a  man  to  PASS"  Judges.  3-23;  "Thou  shalt  not  PASS"  Numbers,  30-18; 
"None  shall  ever  PASS"  Isaiah,  30-15;  "SO  he  bought  his  ticket  to  see  the  show" 
Jonah,    1-13. 


SAYS  COMPETITORS 
GET  PIX  ON  RKO  BASIS 


TNEC's  Continuance  Urged      Court  Meets  Difficulty 

by  D  of  J's  Trust  Buster  in  Forming  Dudley  Com. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

man  Arnold,  Assistant  Attorney 
General,  in  a  symposium  on  anti- 
trust law  enforcement  issued  by 
Duke  University. 

Arnold  additionally  urges  that  the 
Anti-trust  Division  comprise  a  pros- 
ecuting group  adequate  to  break  up 
organizations  imposing  restraints  on 
trade  and  that  one  or  two  men  be 
assigned  permanently  in  each  State 
to  preserve  the  gains  by  hearing 
complaints  and  keeping  in  close 
touch    with    the    situation. 

Arnold  holds  that  blanket  amend- 
ments to  the  Sherman  Act  would  be 
valueless  and  perhaps  dangerous 
and  recommended  case-by-case  clari- 
fication  of  the  law. 

The  head  of  the  D  of  J  anti-trust 
division  warns  that  competition 
must  be  restored  in  the  United 
States  through  use  of  the  Sherman 
Act  or  the  last  obstacle  to  indus- 
trial autocracy  will  disappear  and 
Americans  will  be  on  the  way  to  a 
German  type  of  economic  organiza- 
tion. 

98%  of  Metro's  Possible 

Accounts  Solds — Rodgers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

general  sales  manager,  said  yester- 
day upon  his  return  from  his  season- 
al trip  to  the  Coast.  "In  fact," 
Rodgers  added,  "we  have  several 
hundred  more  contracts  now  than  we 
had  for  the  entire  1938-39  season." 

Rodgers  said  that  a  Coast  check- 
up revealed  that  there  were  less  than 
20  possible  accounts  unsold  in  the 
Pacific  territory. 

The  subject  of  a  sales  convention 
has  not  even  been  considered,  the 
M-G-M  sales  head  declared. 


Oklahoma  City  —  Federal  Judge 
Alfred  P.  Murrah  is  having  a  dif- 
ficult time  in  forming  a  committee 
of  three  attorneys  to  decide  whether 
or  not  J.  B.  Dudley,  local  attorney, 
is  qualified  to  represent  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  in  the  $4,500,000 
Momand   anti-trust  actions  here. 

Judge  Murrah  originally  turned 
over  the  matter  to  the  newly-ap- 
pointed federal  court  committee  on 
admissions  and  grievances,  J.  C. 
Monnet,  Jr.,  Roy  C.  Lytle,  and 
Charles  E.  France.  Monnet  and 
Lytel  disqualified,  because  they  had 
interests  in  cases  where  Dudley  was 
represented. 

Finally  the  judge  named  France 
chairman  of  a  new  committee,  and 
also  appointed  Clayton  B.  Pierce 
and  Ned  Looney,  at  the  same  time. 
Pierce  disqualified  himself  because 
he  represents  an  insurance  company 
which  insures  the  defendant  Griffith 
company. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

matter  of  fact,  he  continued,  the 
production  company  does  not  know 
the  terms  that  the  theater  company 
obtains  from  other  production  com- 
panies nor  has  it  ever  examined  the 
theater  company's  contracts.  De- 
pinet's  statements  were  made  in 
answ'er  to  intimation  that  the  RKO 
affiliates  work  hand  in  hand. 

He  was  then  questioned  on  RKO 
[  first-run   deals  in  the  36  key  cities 
j  listed  by  the  D  of  J.     In  each  city 
\  Depinet   named   the   first-run   house 
which  RKO  dealt  with  and  its  affili- 
ations.    He  was  also  questioned  as 
to    whether    negotiations    had    been 
conducted  with  other  first-run  houses 
in  these  cities. 

Depinet's  examination  will  be  con- 
tinued today  at  10:30  a.m.  Barney 
Balaban,  who  was  slated  to  appear 
today,  will  be  questioned  tomorrow. 

Terry  De  Lapp  Resigns 

Post  at  Para.'s  Studio 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ly  to  open  his  own  free-lance  office 
to  handle  special  accounts.  There 
will  be  no  successor  named  to  his 
post,  but  Cliff  Lewis  will  continue  as 
studio  publicity  and  advertising  di- 
rector. 


20  "Pinocchio"  Circuit 

Deals  Set,  Says  Depinet 

RKO  has  closed  20  circuit  deals 
for  "Pinocchio,"  Ned  Depinet  an- 
nounced yesterday.  Deals  wrere 
made  with"  Warner  Bros.,  RKO  The- 
aters, Publix-Shea,  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian,  Jay  Emanuel,  Loew 
New  England,  Comerford,  Schine, 
Publix-Netco,  Interstate  of  Texas, 
Butterfield,  Maine  &  New  Hampshire, 
Fabian,  Chadkin  -  Katz,  Lynch, 
Sparks,  Cooper,  Lightman,  Dent  and 
Rialto,  the  latter  in  Salt  Lake  City. 


Osa  Johnson   Honored 

Boston — President  D.  A.  Aylward 
of  the  National  Wildlife  Federation 
has  named  Mrs.  Osa  Johnson  hon- 
orarv  chairman  of  National  Wild- 
life Restoration  Week  March  17-23. 
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POSSIBLE  SETTLEMENT  <  REVI  €  UJS» 
OF  EQUITY  SUIT  SEEN 


DAILY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

U.  S.  against  Paramount  Pictures, 
Inc.  (the  equity  suit)  will  be  dis- 
posed of  without  trial  of  the  issues, 
this  suit  (song  plagiarism  action) 
can  be  tried  May  15.  If  the  Para- 
mount case  goes  to  trial  May  1,  trial 
of  this  action  will  have  to  await  its 
conclusion." 

Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  attorneys 
for  the  defendant  in  the  song  plag- 
iarism. Harms,  Inc.,  NBC  and  CBS, 
denied  any  knowledge  of  negotia- 
tions for  a  settlement  of  the  suit. 
The  question  arose,  they  said,  when 
they  had  pointed  out  to  Judge  Knox 
that  the  plagiarism  suit  if  tried  af- 
ter May  1  would  interfere  with  their 
defense  of  Columbia  Pictures  in  the 
equity  suit. 

Judse  Knox,  upon  being  ques- 
tioned, stated  that  the  statement  of 
the  possibility  of  settlement  had 
been  inadvertently  included  in  the 
opinion. 

Court  rumors  were  prevalent  yes- 
terday that  a  telephone  call  from 
Washington  had  been  received  by 
the  calendar  clerk  of  the  Federal 
Court  in  reference  to  the  equity 
suit  and  had  been  relayed  to  Judge 
Knox.  It  was  suggested  that  Judge 
Knox  before  deciding  the  motion  for 
a  trial  of  the  song  plagiarism  suit 
had  communicated  with  Washington 
in  reference  to  the  settlement.  No 
verification  could  be  obtained. 

Attorneys  for  the  Government  up- 
on being  questioned  stated  that  they 
knew  of  no   settlement. 


Settlement  "Always  Possible," 
Ranking  D  of  J  Official  States 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Considerable  sur- 
prise was  elicited  on  the  part  of 
ranking  Department  of  Justice  offi- 
cials last  night  when  The  Film 
Daily  informed  them  of  Federal 
Judge  Knox's  expression  in  handing 
down  a  decision  in  another  suit  yes- 
terday in  New  York  that  there  is  a 
possibility  the  industry's  equity  suit 
may  be  settled  before  May  1  with- 
out trial. 

One  high  ranking  Department  offi- 
cial expressed  keen  interest  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  case  causing  such  a 
statement  to  be  made  by  Judge  Knox. 
While  stating  that  he  knew  of  noth- 
ing to  alter  the  Government's  plan, 
set  forth  in  a  recent  announcement, 
of  preparedness  to  go  to  trial  May  1, 
this  D  of  J  official  did  say  he  knew 
many  industry  and  Government  con- 
ferences had  been  held,  adding  "there 
always  is  a  possibility  of  a  settle- 
ment being  presented  that  will  meet 
our  demands." 

He  added  that  the  Department 
would  continue  to  listen  for  any  pro- 
posals for  settlement  of  the  case  as 
they  might  be  presented.  It  was 
quite  possible,  he  continued,  that 
-<ttlement  might  be  effected  after 
the  case  actually  comes  to  trial  in 
New   York. 

It  was  stated  last  night  that  Paul 


"Strange  Cargo" 

with    Joan    Crawford    and    Clark   Gable 

Metro  105  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

RAW,  STARK  MELODRAMA  HOLDING 
SUSPENSE  THROUGHOUT  SHOULD  CLICK 
SOLIDLY. 

Here  is  a  good,  raw,  stark  melodrama, 
which  holds  suspense  from  the  start.  Frank 
Borzage  has  given  it  expert  directorial  at- 
tention, with  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz  filling 
the  duties  of  producer.  The  acting  is  high- 
grade  with  Joan  Crawford  giving  her  best 
performance  to  date.  Clark  Gable  fits 
his  role  admirably,  while  Ian  Hunter  has 
never  done  better  work.  Albert  Dekker, 
is  especially  good  as  Gable's  strongest  op- 
ponent, and  Peter  Lorre,  Paul  Lukas,  J. 
Edward  Bromberg,  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  John 
Arledge,  Frederic  Worlock,  Bernard  Ne- 
dell  and  Victor  Varconi  are  others  who  do 
excellent  work.  Lawrence  Hazard's  screen- 
play, based  on  the  Richard  Sale  book,  "Not 
Too  Narrow,  Not  Too  Deep,"  is  splendid 
craftsmanship,  with  the  dialogue  being  espe- 
cially good.  Gable,  a  prisoner  in  a  French 
penal  colony,  while  at  wharf  duty,  meets 
Joan,  a  night-club  entertainer.  He  escapes 
and  goes  to  her  dressing  room,  but  he  is 
caught  and  Joan  is  ordered  to  leave  for 
talking  to  a  prisoner.  Dekker  engineers 
a  jail  break  and  is  followed  by  Hunter, 
Ciannelli,  Lukas,  Arledge  and  Bromberg. 
Gable  makes  his  own  break,  finds  Joan 
and  they  join  up  with  the  other  fugitives. 
Hunter,  a  mysterious  God-like  character, 
has  a  spiritual  influence  over  the  escaped 
men  who  are  crooks  of  the  lowest  order, 
cut-throat,  and  wife  poisoner.  Ciannelli, 
bitten  by  a  snake,  is  the  first  to  die,  and 
he  is  afforded  mental  surcease  by  Hunter. 
Arledge  and  Bromberg  follow  in  death,  but 
not  before  Hunter  has  helped  them  make 
their  peace  with  God.  Hunter  works  miracles 
with  Dekker,  one  of  the  toughest  of  the 
fugitives,  and  Dekker  performs  a  heroic 
act  before  his  death.  Gable  scoffs  at  Hun- 
ter's spiritual  influences,  but  after  Gable 
has  knocked  him  overboard  from  their  boat 
and  then  gone  to  his  rescue  he  decides 
to  mend  his  ways.  He  returns  to  finish  his 
prison  sentence,  reassured  by  Joan  that  she 
will  be  waiting  for  him  when  he  is  freed. 

CAST:  Joan  Crawford,  Clark  Gable,  ian 
Hunter,  Peter  Lorre,  Albert  Dekker,  Paul 
Lukas,  J.  Edward  Bromberg,  Eduardo  Cian- 
nelli, John  Arledge,  Frederic  Worlock,  Ber- 
nard  Nedell,  Victor  Varconi. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz; 
Director,  Frank  Borzage;  Based  on  book. 
"Not  Too  Narrow,  Not  Too  Deep"  by  Rich- 
ard Sale;  Screenplay,  Lawrence  Hazard; 
Cameraman,  Robert  Planck;  Art  Director, 
Cedric  Gibbons;  Associate,  Daniel  B.  Cath- 
cart;  Editor,  Robert  J.  Kern;  Musical  Score, 
Franz  Waxman. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 

Carriers  Get  Added  Month 

Chicago — Film  carriers  have  been 
granted  an  additional  month  for  com- 
pliance with  the  new  Illinois  truck 
law. 

Williams  is  expected  back  from  New 
York  tonight.  Whether  he  would 
supplement  Judge  Knox's  statement 
with  any  actual  basis  of  settlement 
of  the  Equity  suit  was  seen  here  as 
entirely  problematical. 


Autry  P.  A.  Overflow 

Dallas — Cene  Autry,  drew  such  crowds 
to  the  Rialto  for  his  P. A.  and  the 
premiere  of  "Shooting  High,"  that  the 
overflow  had  to  be  rushed  into  the  next- 
door  Capitol,  where  the  current  picture 
was  pulled  and  the  Autry  picture  put  in 
for    the    evening. 


Free  Pix  Industry  Exhibit 

at  Fair  Opposed  by  ITOA 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ecutive   secretary,  John  Manheimer. 

(According  to  reports,  an  admis- 
sion charge  will  be  asked  if  the  in- 
dustry sets  up  an  exhibit  at  the 
Fair.) 

The  attack  on  a  free  exhibit  was 
made  in  the  form  of  a  telegram  to 
Will  H.  Hays,  president  of  the 
MPPDA.  The  telegram,  which  was 
signed   by    Manheimer,   read: 

"Theater  owners  of  New  York 
City  definitely  opposed  to  any  free 
exhibit  at  New  York  World's  Fair  by 
motion  picture  industry.  While  we 
offered  our  support  to  Fair  last  year, 
lowered  admission  prices  that  will 
be  in  effect  when  it  opens  May  11 
offer  serious  competition  to  us  and 
we  therefore  are  of  the  opinion  that 
any  co-operation  in  way  of  free  at- 
tractions to  public  by  this  industry 
is  inimical  to  our  interests.  In  dis- 
cussing any  plans  for  industry  co- 
operation it  is  urgent  that  you  con- 
sider status  of  theater  owner." 


RCA-NBC  Pressing  Quest 

for  Films  for  Television 


With  the  advent  of  commercial 
television  assured,  and  in  keeping 
with  the  policy  of  determining  film 
availability  for  tele  programs,  RCA- 
NBC  is  pressing  for  adequate  supply 
sources  of  both  16  and  35  mm.  at- 
tractions, sources  close  to  the  or- 
ganization declared  yesterday,  but 
stressed  that  there  was  "nothing  at 
all  new  in  this  course." 

RCA-NBC  channels  discussed  the 
film  quest  situation  in  the  wake  of 
a  Detroit  dispatch  which  told  of  a 
"survey"  being  made  in  that  terri- 
tory to  establish  the  rights  held  by 
various  disti'ibutors  of  both  sound 
and  silent  product.  That  RCA-NBC 
is  not  conducting  a  "survey,"  but 
rather  is  informally  probing  film 
availability  was  declared  to  be  the 
procedure. 


AFRA's  Representatives 
Named  to  AAAA  Tele  Com. 

Operations  by  the  special  televi- 
sion committee  of  the  AAAA  are 
expected  to  get  under  way  within 
a  few  weeks,  it  was  stated  yester- 
day following  the  appointment  by 
AFRA  of  Mrs.  Emily  Holt  and 
George  Heller  as  interchangeable 
AFRA  representatives  on  the  com- 
mittee. Equity  and  Chorus  Equity 
have  selected  their  representatives 
and  the  SAG  is  expected  to  name 
Mrs.  Florence  Marston  to  the  com- 
mittee. A  fifth  member  will  then 
be  selected  by  the  committee.  Scale 
and  Code  for  television  will  be  first 
official  act  on  the  committee's  agenda 
when  it  meets. 


SEES  NEELY  BILL  NO 
REMEDY  FOR  PIX  ILLS 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

give  reasons  why  he  should  vote  fori! 
or  against  the  measure.        ^^ 

While  not  directly  advisS  hex  r 
members  to  line  up  agains  the^Jeely  1 
bill,  Mrs.  McClure,  who  has  been  ac-  - 
tive  in  women's  club  activities  for  12 
years,  declared  that,  from  her  own!)/ 
study  of  the  bill,  the  proposed  meas-  I 
ure  did  not  guarantee  better  pic-  A 
tures  nor  ease  the  problems  of  the 
independent   exhibitor. 

Mrs.    McClure    attacked   the    pro- 
posals from  the  standpoint  of  econ- 
omy,   pointing    out   that    under    the 
provisions    an    exhibitor    may    lease! 
sevei'al  pictures  at  a  time,  provided 
the  price  was  on  a  single  film  basis.  . 
She    contended    that   other   lines    of  if 
merchandising  were  conducted  on  aljj 
wholesale  basis  in  order  to  effect  a 
saving  and  could  see  no  reason  why 
exhibitors  should  be  deprived  of  this  !Q 
right. 

"The  bill  has  given  the  public  the 
idea  that  if  it  becomes  a  law  that 
each    manager    of    a    local    theater 
will    permit   groups    of   his    patrons  . 
to  assist  him  in  selecting  only  such  ' 
films    as    they   wish   him   to   show, '  L 
Mrs.  McClure  said,  adding  that  this  , 
statement  "is  based  upon  interviews  '; 
with  hundreds  of  leaders  who  have 
endorsed  the  bill,  but  who  could  not 
explain  any  of  the  provisions  or  sec- 
tions of  the  bill." 

Continuing,  Mrs.  McClure  asks 
"Just  who  will  represent  the  com 
munity  in  this  film  selection?  An< 
how  will  these  representatives  be" 
chosen  ?  Can  the  theater  manager 
be  assured  of  having  pleased  his 
patrons  through  a  small  committee 
choice?" 

Mrs.  McClure  also  questioned  the 
value  of  judging  a  picture  by  its 
synopsis  and  declared  that  a  pro- 
ducer should  not  be  penalized  for 
changes  in  the  completed  picture 
after  it  had  been  sold  on  the  con- 
tents of  a  synopsis  sheet.  She  also 
gave  figures  to  prove  that  more  can 
cellations  were  asked  on  many  high 
class  pictures  than  on  sensational 
product,  in  an  effort  to  offset  the 
assertions  that  exhibitors  were 
forced  to  play  all  pictures  on  a  con- 
tract. 

In  summing  up  her  findings,  Mrs 
McClure  said:  "Since  groups  within 
the  industry  cannot  come  to  a  uni- 
fied understanding  of  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  Neely  bill  or  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  its  passage 
I  can  only  use  my  own  knowledge 
as  a  guide  and  conclude  that  the 
Neely  bill  is  not  a  remedial  measure 
but  a  discriminatory  piece  of  legis 
lation  which,  if  enacted,  cannot  be 
enforced  without  government  regu- 
lation. Such  legislation  is  danger 
ous  and  cannot  but  develop  addi 
tional  chaos  in  an  industry  whicl 
is  now  faced  with  grave  problems.' 


"Passage"  Held  Over 

M-G-M  announced  yesterday  tha 
"Northwest  Passage"  had  been  hel< 
over  in  its  first  13  key  city  engage 
ments. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Gov't  Plea  for  Order  Banning  Intimidation  is  Denied 

KUYKENDALL  URGES  TRADEJEFORMS  BYjJNTRACT 

20-Fox  Plans  18  Million-Dollar  Specials  For  1940-1941 


Out  of  52   Pix  on   Schedule, 

4  or  5  Will  Be  Made 

in  Technicolor 

Program  20th-Fox  plans  for  the 
1940-41  season  calls  for  18  specials 
which  will  be  budgeted  at  over  $1,- 
000,000  apiece  and  will  be  person- 
ally handled  by  Darryl  F.  Zanuck, 
production  head.  Schedule  of  52  pic- 
tures is  planned,  with  four  to  come 
from  England. 

Following  earlier  announcements 
that  the  company  would  cut  down 
and  eliminate  its  "B"  product,  it  was 
"learned  that  only  one  "Jones  Fam- 
ily" and  one  "Charlie  Chan"  will  be 
produced  on  the  program,  cutting 
:by  more  than  half  the  number  of  pic- 
tures produced  in  the  two  series  for 
this  season.     However,  emphasis  is 

(Continued   on   Pane    11) 


!0-F0X  NEGOTIATING 
FOR  OUTSIDE  PRODUCT 


Following  the  close  of  a  two-day 
meeting  of  20th-Fox  district  man- 
agers and  home  office  executives 
I  over  the  week-end,  it  was  disclosed 
l  yesterday  that  the  company  may 
handle  outside  product  this  year  in 
addition  to  its  own  lineup  of  52  pic- 
tures for  the  1940-41  season. 

It  was  said  that  negotiations  were 

(Continued   on   Paqe    10) 


Screen  Writers  Guild 

Asks  Removal  of  Dies 


West   Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Congressman  Martin 
(  Dies,  chairman   of  the   House   com- 
mittee investigating  un-American  ac- 
tivities in  making  "both  positive  and 
negative  recommendations  as  to  the 

(Continued   on    Pane    10) 


"Virginia  City"  Ballyhoo 
to  Double  Nev.  Population 

Virginia  City,  Nev. — Civic  commit- 
tees in  charge  of  the  joint  world 
premieres  of  Warners'  feature,  "Vir- 
ginia  City,"  to  be  held  here  and  in 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Screen  Rights  to  "Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner" 

Reported  Sold  to  Twentieth  Century-Fox 

Screen  rights  to  the  current  Kaufman-Hart  comedy,  "The  Man  Who  Came  to  Din- 
ner" were  reported  yesterday  to  have  been  purchased  by  20th-Fox.  The  picture 
is  listed  by  20th-Fox  among  its  specials  for  the   1940-41    season. 


FAIR  AT  FRISCO  MAY    COURTER  TRUST  SUIT 
HAVE  DISNEY  STUDIO     ASKS  FOR  $574,200 


San  Francisco — If  present  nego- 
tiations are  successful,  Walt  Disney 
will  build  both  a  studio  building  and 
a  1,000-seat  theater  at  the  Golden 
Gate  Exposition,  the  two  structures 
occupying  a  site  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Fair's  Gayway,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

Disney  project  additionally  pro- 
vides for  a  Fairyland  Village,  to  be 
peopled  with  film  characters  cre- 
ated for  Disney  cartoons. 

Studio  and  workshop  would  turn 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Capitol's  Turn-away  Biz 

Benefits  GWTW  at  Astor 


New  York  Astor  benefited  from 
the  Capitol's  turn-away  biz  yester- 
day when  the  latter  was  filled  to 
capacity  almost  an  hour  before  the 
first  performance  of  GWTW.  Lines 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Newark,  N.  J. — An  East  Orange, 
N.  J.  suit  has  been  filed  against  the 
major  producers  and  distributors  for 
$574,200  in  Federal  Court  here  by 
Courter  Amusement  Corp.,  opera- 
tors of  the  local   Ormont  Theater. 

The  suit  is  the  third  such  filed  in 
New  Jersey  during  the  past  two 
weeks.  Total  sought  is  over  $1,- 
000,000. 

Newest  complaint  was  filed  by 
Edward  R.  McGlynn  of  Newark, 
counsel  for  the  two  preceding  plain- 
tiffs.     In  addition  to   seeking  dam- 

(Continued   on   Page   12) 


Columbus  M.  P.  Council 

Reverses  on  Neely  Bill 

Columbus,  O.  —  Endorsement  of 
the  Neely  Bill  has  been  dropped  by 
the  Columbus  Motion  Picture  Coun- 
cil, group  now  campaigning  actively 

(Continued   on   Page   10) 


Court  Denies  Intimidation  Ban  Order,- 
Gov't  to  Bare  List  of  550  Witnesses 


St.  Louis  Local  Receivership 
Permanent;  Nick  to  Repay 

St.  Louis  —  Circuit  Judge  Oakley 
yesterday  made  permanent  the 
temporary  receivership  for  Local  No. 
143  of  the  operators  union  and  also 
his  injunction  against  John  P.  Nick, 
internatianal    vice-president    of    the 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
yesterday  denied  the  Government  ap- 
plication for  an  order  to  restrain 
the  major  defendants  in  the  New 
York  Equity  suit  from  alleged  at- 
tempts to  intimidate  D  of  J  wit- 
nesses. The  decision,  rendered  from 
the  bench,  was  made  without  prej- 
udice to  a  Government  renewal  of 
the    application    upon    any    showing 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


ED  KUYKENDALL 


Would    Include   Provision   for 
Simple,  Practical  Arbi- 
tration Plan 

Incorporation   of  certain  features 
in   the   defunct  trade    practice   code 
into  the  distributors'  exhibition  con- 
tracts is  pro- 
posed by   Ed  p 
K  u  ykendall,  § 
MPTOAI 
president,  ini 
a    general! 
bulletin  made  fl 
public  yester- 
day. 

Trade  prac- 
tice      reform  ft 
b  y     contract 
is    urged    by 
K  u  y  kendall 
who     asserts  • 
that     "it 
seems    to    us 
that  a  number  of  these  trade  practice 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 

FREE  SHOWSTOPIC 
REFORE  N.  W,  ALLIED 


Minneapolis — Free  shows  was  on 
the  agenda  of  the  Northwest  Allied 
Theater  Owners  Ass'n  convention 
here  yesterday  at  the  Nicollet  Hotel. 
Now  that  summer  is  near  the  exhibs. 
are  worried  about  this  competition 
and  decided  to  make  an  attempt  to 
prevent  major  picture  companies 
from    releasing    their    pictures    for 

(Continued   on   Page    10) 

James  Davidson  Named 

Educational's  Trustee 

Referee  John  E.  Joyce  selected 
James  A.  Davidson,  present  receiver 
of  Educational  Pictures,  as  trustee 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 

Appoint  Parsons  "U.'s"  K.  C. 
Manager;  Miller  to  Minn. 

Two  managerial  changes  in  Uni- 
versal branches  were  announced  yes- 
terday by  William  Heineman,  West- 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 
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Paramount 
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NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.102       102       102         

Loew's    deb.    3i/,s46. 104i/4  104%   104%   +     % 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.  Picts.  6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3y4s47  86         85%     86       +     7/g 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  88         88         88  

NEW    YORK    CURB  MARKET 

Sonotone  Corp 1%       13^       \3/^      

Technicolor    153/8  15%     15%  +     % 

Trans-Lux     1 3/8       1 3/8       1 3/8      

Universal  Corp.  vtc.  .      43/8       43/3       43/8      


"The  Bat"  Ready  Sept.  1 

Chicago — James  Roosevelt's  Globe 
Productions  will  have  its  first  pix 
for  UA  release,  "The  Bat,"  ready  by 
Sept.  1,  it  was  said  here  yesterday 
by  H.  W.  Banks,  Globe  exec. 
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3  Warner  Brothers  Protest 
Their  1936-37  Income  Taxes 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Harry  M.  Warner, 
Jack  L.  Warner,  and  Major  Albert 
Warner  yesterday  filed  protest  with 
the  Tax  Appeals  Board  against  the 
claim  that  they  owed  the  Treasury 
$125,606,  $102,281  and  $63,851,  re- 
spectively, in  income  taxes  for  1936 
and  1937. 

The  Warners  claim  the  Internal 
Revenue  Commissioner  erroneously 
increased  the  amount  of  their  taxes 
for  those  years  by  including  interest 
on  bonds  of  Warner  Bros.  Pictures, 
Inc.,  and  dividends  from  liquidation 
of  the  Colfax  Trading  Corp.  of  Dela- 
ware. 


Steffes  May  Leave  Wash'n 
Hospital  in  Next  10  Days 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Al  Steffes,  North- 
west Allied  president,  may  be  re- 
leased from  the  Providence  Hospital 
in  about  10  days.  Steffes  was  taken 
ill  while  attending  the  Allied  board 
meeting  here  in  January.  He  is 
now  permitted  to  walk  around  his 
room. 

The  local  Variety  Club  sent  pro- 
jection equipment  to  his  hospital 
room  and  supplied  him  with  the 
latest  features  which  he  viewed  from 
his  bed. 


Seven  Cities  Book  Univ.'s 
New  "Combination  Program" 

Universal's  latest  "combination 
program,"  consisting  of  "House  of 
Seven  Gables"  and  "Black  Friday," 
is  being  booked  into  a  number  of  key 
situations,  following  its  Chicago 
opening. 

The  group  has  been  dated  into 
Columbus,  Indianapolis,  Detroit,  St. 
Louis;  Louisville  and  San  Francisco. 

Ben  Ostrow  and  Herb  Lewis  have 
been  engaged  by  Universal  to  han- 
dle special  publicitv  on  "House  of 
Seven    Gables." 


Slot  Machine  Projectors 
on  Market  Within  90  Days 

Chicago — Delivery  of  nickel-in- 
the-slot  projectors  will  start  within 
90  days,  it  was  learned  yesterday, 
following  conferences  here  between 
James  Roosevelt  and  H.  W.  Banks 
of  Globe  Productions  and  execs,  of 
the  Mills  Novelty  Co.  Globe  will 
produce  the  shorts  which  the  pro- 
jectors, manufactured  by  Mills,  will 
use. 


To  Set  Yost  Rites  Today 

Funeral  arrangements  for  Wil- 
liam Yost,  exhibitor,  will  be  com- 
pleted today  when  his  body  arrives 
from  Miami  Beach.  He  died  sud- 
denly at  the  age  of  60.  Yost,  who 
operated  two  houses  in  New  York, 
is  survived  by  a  daughter,  a  sister 
and  a  brother. 


Coast  Studios  Starting 

Five  More  Productions 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Five  new  pictures  are 
scheduled  to  go  into  production  this 
week. 

At  Columbia:  "Dead  Men's  Isle" 
with  Peter  Lorre  and  Rochelle  Hud- 
son. 

At  Paramount:  "I  Want  a  Di- 
vorce" with  Dick  Powell  and  Joan 
Blondell. 

At  M-G-M:  "Boom  Town"  star- 
ring Clark  Gable,  Spencer  Tracy, 
Claudette  Colbert  and  Hedy  Lamarr. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Million 
Dollar  Diamond"  with  Florence 
Rice,  Joan  Valerie,  Elise  Knox,  Mar- 
guerite Chapman  and  Katharine  Al- 
drich. 

At  Republic:  "Grandpa  Goes  to 
Town"  Higgins  Family  feature  with 
James,  Lucille  and  Russell  Gleason, 
Harry  Davenport  and  Lois  Ransom. 


10  Towns  Reported  Seeking 
Premiere  of  "Buck  Benny" 

Ten  cities  are  reported  to  be  seek- 
ing the  premiere  of  Paramount's 
"Buck  Benny  Rides  Again,"  latest 
Jack  Benny  opus. 

Benny  can  be  mayor  of  Las  Vegas, 
Nev.,  if  the  premiere  is  held  there 
during  the  annual  "Helldorado"  cele- 
bration, May  17-19.  Omaha  wants 
to  play  host  for  the  first  opening 
for  the  city's  "Golden  Spike"  fes- 
tivities. The  governor  of  New  Mex- 
ico is  said  to  have  promised  a  state 
holiday  if  Albuquerque  is  chosen 
for  the  premiere.  Other  bids  have 
come  from  Pendleton,  Ore.,  Chey- 
enne, Wyo.,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis 
and  New  York. 


Television    From   Airplane 
to  be  Demonstrated  Today 

RCA-NBC,  through  W2XBS,  will 
stage  today,  weather  permitting,  an 
experimental  telecast  originating 
from  a  United  Air  Lines  plane  flying 
over  the  New  York  area.  The  pro- 
gram, of  45  minutes  duration,  is 
scheduled  to  commence  at  1:30  p.m. 

Light  portable  television  field 
pick-up  equipment  developed  by 
RCA  Laboratories  will  be  used  in 
the  experiment,  in  the  Flight  Re- 
search ship  of  United  Air  Lines.  Al- 
though the  equipment  was  designed 
specifically  for  use  on  the  ground, 
RCA  and  NBC  engineers  have 
adapted   it   to   flying   conditions. 


RKO  Adds  Field  Men 

RKO's  exploitation  field  force  has 
been  augmented  by  a  large  crew 
of  men  who  will  concentrate  on 
"Pinoechio"  playdates.  The  crew 
starts  this  week  on  advance  cam- 
paigns for  important  Easter  Week 
engagements,  under  the  supervision 
of  Terry  Turner,  exploitation  man- 
ager. 


"It's  a  Date"  at  Rivoli 

Universal's  "It's  a  Date,"  latest 
Deanna  Durbih  picture,  opens  at  the 
Rivoli,   Broadway,   March  20. 


COfllMG  ROD  GOIflO 


WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  general  sales  manager 
for  Universal,  returns  from  a  Florida  vacation 
on    March    16. 

ARTHUR  M.  LOEW,  Metro  foreign  heaA  has 
returned  from  the  Coast.  (St 

CRESSON  E.  SMITH,  Western  and  Southern 
sales  manager  for  RKO,  left  last  night  for  Dallas 
and  other  company  branches  in  the  Southern 
territory. 

LESLIE  WHALEN,  foreign  publicity  manager 
for  20th-Fox,  has  returned  to  the  home  office 
after   a    short   vacation. 

BEN  MICCINS,  continental  European  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  returns  from  Florida  the 
latter   part   of   this   week. 

HARRY  M.  BESSEY,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Altec  Service  Corporation,  has  returned  from 
an  eight  weeks'  swing  around  the  United  States 
that  took  him  as  far  West  as  Seattle  and  Los 
Angeles. 

CUS  BOUDOT,  RKO  office  manager,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, is  on  leave  of  absence  for  a  rest  in 
Florida. 

MICHAEL  BARTLETT  has  returned  to  New 
York    from    Cuba. 

BARRET  McCORMICK,  RKO  ad.  and  pub.  di- 
rector, goes  to  the  Coast  the  latter  part  of  this 
week. 

HERBERT  WILCOX  and  ANNA  NEAGLE  are  in 
San    Francisco   and   are   due    here   shortly. 

FRANCES  FARMER  flew  to  the  Coast  last 
night. 

PIERRE  D'ENNERY,  French  actor,  sails  this 
week  for   Europe  to  join   the   French  army. 

GEORGE  BALANCHINE  and  his  wife,  VERA 
ZORINA,  arrive  here  in  the  near  future  from 
Sun   Valley. 

CHESTER  LAUCK  and  NORRIS  GOFF,  Lum 
and  Abner  of  the   radio,   are   at  the   Waldorf. 

WALTER  E.  GREEN,  National  Theater  Supply 
prexy,  EARLE  C.  HINES,  General  Theater  Equip- 
ment head,  and  HERBERT  GRIFFIN,  vice-presi- 
dent of  International  Projector,  are  due  to  re- 
turn  here  over  the  week-end  from   the  Coast. 

ROSITA  MORENO  leaves  Hollywood  the  latter 
part  of  this  month  for  Buenos  Aires  to  make 
a  picture  and  appear  at  a  theater  in  a  revue. 


Market  for  Good  Shorts 
Definitely  Better — Abrams 

The  market  for  good  shorts  is 
definitely  on  the  upswing, 
Leo  Abrams,  Universal's  short 
subject  sales  manager,  said  yester- 
day upon  his  return  from  a  seven- 
week  tour  of  the  Midwest  and  far 
West  exchanges.  Despite  double  fea- 
tures, Abrams  said,  good  comedies 
and  serials  are  getting  excellent 
playing  time..  While  in  Hollywood, 
Abrams  was  on  hand  for  the  sign- 
ing and  casting  of  Dick  Foran  in 
"Winners  of  the  West"  and  the 
Dead  End  Kids  in  "Junior  G-Men," 
both  new  season  serials. 


Best  wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

_MARCH  6 
Guy  Kibbee 
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All  Brought  Together. . . 


An  impression  of  "Too  Many  Husbands'' 
by  the  noted  illustrator 
BRADSHAW  CRANDELL 
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FAIR  AT  FRISCO  MAY 
HAVE  DISNEY  STUDIO 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

out  cartoons  for  exhibition  in  the 
theater,  permitting  visitors  to  study 
D    ^y  operations. 

.exposition's  management,  it  was 
also  learned  yesterday,  is  also  dis- 
cussing plans  for  a  Movie  Stunt 
Week  at  the  Fair  with  Y.  Frank 
Freeman,  prexy  of  the  Association 
of  Motion  Picture  Producers.  If 
the  deal  goes  through,  film  stinsters 
would  come  on  to  re-enact  film  thril- 
lers. 

In  all  probability,  the  steamer  Dog 
Star,  used  in  Para.'s  "Rulers  of  the 
Sea,"  will  be  brought  to  Treasure 
Island  for  a  maritime  exhibit. 

Local  exposition  this  year  will 
have  its  own  aquacade,  with  200  foot 
tank,  located  in  the  Home  and  Gar- 
dens Building. 


Local  B-18,  Frisco,  Signs 
New  Pact  With  First-Runs 


San  Francisco  — ■  After  three 
months  of  negotiations  between  the- 
ater execs,  and  representatives  of 
Local  B-18,  IATSE,  an  agreement 
has  been  signed  covering  130  em- 
ployes of  seven  first-run  houses.  The 
old  contract  expired  Nov.   1. 

Terms  of  new  pact  give  a  five 
cent  an  hour  raise  to  cashiers  and 
doormen,  making  the  minimum  for 
doormen  55c  and  cashiers  57% ;  it 
also  provides  for  a  three  hour  mini- 
mum shift  for  part  time  and  extra 
employes,  and  time  and  a  half  for 
overtime.  The  new  agreement  runs 
for  two  years. 

Negotiations  are  now  being  con- 
ducted with  subsequent-run  houses. 


Dominion  Gov't  to  Ignore 
Ontario  Ban  on  M  of  T  Pix 


Montreal — The  Dominion  Govern- 
ment is  not  expected  to  make  any 
official  statement  on  the  action  of 
Premier  Hepburn  in  banning  the  M 
of  T  release,  "Canada  at  War"  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  "flagrant  po- 
litical propaganda."  Dominion  gov- 
ernment takes  the  position  the  short 
is  not  a  Government  picture,  but  a 
M  of  T  production. 


Mercy  Rites  at  Yakima 

Yakima,  Wash. — Funeral  services 
was  held  here  for  Mrs.  Theresa 
Mercy,  wife  of  the  circuit  operator, 
and  mother  of  the  five  Mercy  boys 
associated   with   various   theaters. 


Stveet  Talh 

Philadelphia — Berlo  Vending  Co.,  candy 
vending  machine  firm  operating  in  this 
territory  and  serving  many  theaters, 
takes  to  the  air  tonight  with  the  first 
of  a  series  of  spot  announcements  over 
V/CAU.  Berlo  will  use  blurbs  five  days 
a  week.  Institutional  copy  will  plug 
the  fact  that  discriminating  theaters 
use  Berlo.  It's  said  to  be  the  first 
time  a  candy  vendor  has  used  radio. 


WITH  PHIL  At.  DALY; 


•  •      •     OUT  in  Alliance,  Ohio the  Morrison  Theater  is  the  cat's 

but,   definitely ! The  ieline's  moniker  is  Mickey and  is 

believed  to  be  the  only  cat  in  the  U.  S.  on  a  theater  payroll His 

weekly  stipend  buys  him  his  board  and  keep and  in  return,  he 

rids  the  house  of  certain  undesirable  guests Ray  Wallace,  manag- 
ing director  of  Tri-Theaters,  Inc.,  which  outfit  operates  the  Morrison 

asserts  that  five-year-old  Mickey  rarely  leaves  the  premises,  but  when  he 
does he  gets  back  always  just  before  closing  time Each  after- 
noon he  parks  for  awhile  in  the  lobby and  ditto  for  the  evening 

performances to  exchange  greetings  with  the  Morrison's  customers 

all  of  whom  know  him Once  in  awhile  there's  a  kid  matinee 

but  Mickey,   not   enthusiastic   o'er   the   younger   generation 

scrams  upstairs  io  the  office  and  waits  until  it's  over He's  sent  semi- 
annually to  the  local  vet  for  a  physical  exam. and  has  to  date  been 

declared   purr-feet How   we    happened   to   get    on   this    subject    of 

Mickey  at  all  is  because  Columbia  has  just  sent  us  a  notice  of  a  shorts 

screening  to  be  held  tomorrow The  notice  lists  a  subject  christened 

"The  Mouse  Exterminator" Can  it  be  that  Mickey  is  to  be  glorified 

beyond  the  firesides  of  Alliance,  Ohio? We  hope  so 

T  T  T 

•  •      e     TOMORROW,    too,    is    Ampa    Meetin'    Day    at    Jack 

Dempsey's  Eighth  Ave.  emporium  oj  epicures Subject  of  the 

session'll   be   "Great   Books  Make   Great  Pictures" Honor 

guests  will  be   both  plentiful  and  prominent with  the   dais 

studded  by  Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  v.-p.   of  Doubleday-Doran, 

who'll  toastmaster M.  Lincoln  Schuster,  of  Simon  &  Schuster; 

Pascal  Covici,  of  Viking  Press;  Donald  Klopper,  of  Random  House; 

Annie   Laurie   Williams,   America's   ace   literary   agent Kay 

Brown,  S-I  story  editor;  David  Putnam,  of  Macmillan;  John  Selby, 

AP   book   critic and   from   Hollywood,   Brian   Aherne,   Joan 

Fontaine  and  Henry  Hull and  all  for  a  dollar,  including  tip 

The  time?  12:45  sharp It's  a  great  opportunity  for  the 

early  birds  to  capture  the  bookworms 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     THAT  "Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet"  is  highly  accurate  and 

efficacious  entertainment even  in  the  eyes  of  the  ultra-conservative 

medical  profession. ....  .is  particularly  apparent  in  a  review  accorded 

to  the  picture  by  the  Jackson  County  (Mo.)  Medical  Society's  Weekly 
Bulletin ▼  T  ▼ 

•  6      •     TO  err  is  human,  to  forgive  divine! We  did  the 

former  yes'day  by  inadvertently  pigeon-holing  the  N.  Y.  Press 
Photogs'   Annual  Dance   and   Entertainment  in   the   Hotel  Astor 

as  occurring  on  next  Tuesday,  March  12 when  it's  actually 

April  12 The  divine  forgiveness  was  imparted  by  Moe  Leftoff 

and  Joe  Hepner  of  Metropolitan  Photo  Service,  scions  of  the  shut- 
ter for  many  a  pix  industry  account  hereabouts both  of  whom 

are  on  the  shindig's  committee Mike  and  Ike  may  look  alike — 

but  Moe  and  Joe,  they  LET  YOU  KNOW! 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     LOCAL  Film  Row   got  to  bed  late  last  night 'cause 

the  notables  hied  en  masse  to  the  projection  rooms  of  Radio  City  Music 

Hall to   obtain   a  preview   of   Edward   Small's   production   of   "My 

Son,    My    Son!" and    be    it    recorded    that    they    saw    something 

extremely    worth-while After    the    showing.    Mister    W.    G.    Van 

Schmus,  social  leader  of  the  local  cinema  set,  entertained  via  refresh- 
ments   Among  those  present  were  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  Harry  D.  Buck- 
ley, Lynn  Farnol,  Monroe  Greenthal,  John  J.  O'Connor,  Leon  Netter,  Sam 
Dembow,  Harry  Gold,  L.  J.  Schlaifer,  Arthur  Silverstone,  James  Mulvey, 
Al   Margolies,   Arthur   Jeffrey,    Tess    Michaels,    gobs    of   celebrities    and 

representatives    of    the    entire    trade    press It    was    a    memorable 

evening! 


GOV'T  REFUSED  ORDER 
BANNING  INTIMIDATION 


(Continued  from  Page   I) 

that  actual  attempts  to  intimidate 
witnesses  were  being  made. 

Judge  Goddard  emphasized  the 
fact  that  he  wished  to  "scrupulously 
protect  witnesses'  rights"  and  that 
independent  exhibitors  must  realize 
that  the  Court  would  allow  no  one  to 
coerce  them.  He  added,  upon  request 
of  Judge  Thomas  D.  Thacher,  chief 
spokesman  for  the  majors,  that  Gov- 
ernment agents  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  influence  witnesses  on  their 
part. 

Argument  which  lasted  for  a 
greater  part  of  the  afternoon  pre- 
ceded the  decision.  Special  assistant 
attorney  general  Paul  Williams,  in 
expressing  fear  that  witnesses  might 
be  intimidated,  revealed  that  the 
Government  was  disclosing  identity 
of  550  witnesses  in  its  answers  to 
interrogatories. 

Attorneys  for  the  majors  opposed 
the  application  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  basis  in  fact  for  fears 
of  intimidation  and  that  the  proposed 
order  would  interfere  with  a  routine 
investigation  of  the  Government 
charges.  Government  answers,  nam- 
ing witnesses,  will  be  disclosed  to- 
day. 


Depinet  Reveals  RKO's 
Policy  on  First-Run  Sales 


Examination  of  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
RKO  Radio  sales  chief,  was  con- 
cluded yesterday  in  the  D  of  J's 
equity  suit.  Depinet  explained  that 
the  following  principles  determined 
RKO's  policy  in  giving  a  house  first- 
run:  the  amount  of  rental  paid;  lo- 
cation and  reputation  of  the  the- 
ater; its  cleanliness;  the  owner's 
reputation  in  the  community;  show- 
manship of  the  management;  ad- 
vertising policy;  and  the  type  of 
pictures  played. 

In  response  to  a  question  as  to  the 
benefit  which  RKO  Radio  Pictures 
received  from  affiliation  with  the 
RKO  exhibition  company  Depinet 
answered  over  the  objections  of  his 
counsel.  He  stated  that  the  produc- 
tion company  had  a  very  good  cus- 
tomer in  the  RKO  theaters,  which 
presented  the  pictures  properly  in 
the  finest  theaters  with  considerable 
shownmanship. 

In  addition,  he  declared,  the  af- 
filiated houses  were  willing  to  pio- 
neer and  co-operate  in  a  manner  in 
which  other  houses  would  hesitate. 
All  this  resulted  in  the  company  se- 
curing considerable  benefit  from  af- 
filiation, he  said. 

Barney  Balaban,  Para.'s  prexy, 
will  testify  today. 


Oh,  Mr.  Smith!  !  ! 

Chicago — "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington" with  "Four  Wives"  is  the  mar- 
quee heading  of  a  Northside  Chicago 
theater  this  week,  for  the  current  dou- 
ble   bill. 


THE 


trade 


Advertiser,    Montgomery,   Ala. 

Standard    Examiner,   Ogden   City,    Utah 

Telegram,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Register,  Danville,  Va. 

Free   Lance   Star,   Fredericksburg,   Va. 

Advance,   Lynchburg,  Va. 

News-Leader,   Richmond,  Va. 

Times  Dispatch,   Richmond,  Va. 

Leader,   Staunton,   Va. 

Kelsonian   Tribune,   Kelso,  Wash. 

Times,   Seattle,   Wash. 

Chronicle,  Spokane,  Wash. 

Times,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Wallamorn  Union,  Walla,  Wash. 

Post  Herald,   Beckley,  West  Va. 

Gazette,  Charleston,  West  Va. 

Times,   Fairmont,  West  Va. 

News,    Martinsburg,   West   Va. 

Journal,  Moundsville,  West  Va. 

News-Register,  Wheeling,   West  Va. 

Press-Gazette,  Green   Bay,  Wise. 

Capitol  Times,   Madison,  Wise. 

Herald-Times,    Manitowac,    Wise. 

Journal,    Milwaukee,   Wise. 

Sentinel,   Milwaukee,    Wise. 

Journal-Times,  Racine,  Wise. 

Daily  Times,  Watertown,  Wise. 

Tribune,  Caspar,  Wyo. 

News,  Camden,  Ark. 

New    Era,    Hot   Springs,   Ark. 

Register,  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

Gazette,    Berkeley,    Calif. 

Record,   Chico,   Calif. 

Star   News,   Culver   City,   Calif. 

Humb   Standard,    Eureka,   Calif. 

Examiner,   Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Examiner  &   Express,   Los  Angeles 

Times,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Tribune,  Oakland,  Calif. 

Press,  Riverside,  Calif. 

News,  San   Jose,   Calif. 

Post,  Denver,  Colo. 

Rocky    Mountain    News,    Denver,   Colo. 

Times   Call,   Longmont,   Colo. 

Chieftan,    Pueblo,    Colo. 

Herald,    Bridgeport,    Conn. 

Telegram,    Bridgeport,    Conn. 

Post,   Bridgeport,  Conn. 

News-Times,  Danbury,  Conn. 

Times,   Hartford,   Conn. 

Journal,  Meriden,  Conn. 

Journal-Courier,    New    Haven,    Conn. 

Advocate,   Stamford,   Conn. 

Register,   Torrington,   Conn. 

Democrat,  Waterbury,   Conn. 

Post,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Times-Herald,    Washington,    D.    C. 

Morning  Journal,   Daytona   Beach,   Fla. 

Record,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

Journal,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Times-Union,   Jacksonville,    Fla. 

Herald,  Miami,  Fla. 

Independent,   St.   Petersburg,   Fla. 

Times,   St.   Petersburg,   Fla. 

Tribune,   Tampa,    Fla. 

Journal,   Atlanta,   Ga. 

News,   La   Grange,   Ga. 

American,    Chicago,    III. 

Times,  Chicago,   III. 

Review,    Decatur,    III. 
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Calif. 


Journal    Standard,    Freeport,    III. 

Register,    Harrisburg,    III. 

Republican,  Marion,   III. 

Journal  Transcript,  Peoria,  III. 

Star,  Peoria,   III. 

Argus,  Rock  Island,   III. 

Journal,  Springfield,  III. 

News-Sun,  Waukegan,   III. 

Times,   Bedford,   Ind. 

Journal   Gazette,    Fort   Wayne,    Ind. 

Post  Tribune,  Gary,   Ind. 

News-Democrat,  Goshen,   Ind. 

Times,   Hammond,   Ind. 

News,    Indianapolis,    Ind. 

Star,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Times,   Indianapolis,    Ind. 

Herald,   Madison,   Ind. 

Chronicle  Tribune,   Marion,    Ind. 

Leader  Tribune,   Marion,   Ind. 

Sun,  Portland,   Ind. 

Gazette,  Union  City,   Ind. 

Daily  News,  Winchester,  Ind. 

Journal  Herald,   Winchester,    Ind. 

Tribune,   Ames,   Iowa 

News  Telegram,  Atlantic,    Iowa 

News-Republican,    Boone,    Iowa 

Gazette,  Cedar   Rapids,   Iowa 

Democrat,  Davenport,  Iowa 

Times,  Davenport,  Iowa 

Tribune,  Dubuque,   Iowa 

Press  Citizen,   Iowa  City,    Iowa 

Daily  Gate  City,  Keokuk,   Iowa 

Globe   Gazette,   Mason    City,    Iowa 

Journal,  Muscatine,   Iowa 

Herald,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa 

Journal,  Sioux  City,   Iowa 

Courier,  Waterloo,  Iowa 

Daily  Globe,  Dodge  City,  Kansas 

Gazette,  Emporia,   Kansas 

Reporter,  Independence,  Kansas 

Kansan,  Kansas  City,  Kansas 

Journal  World,  Lawrence,  Kansas 

Daily   Capitol,   Topeka,    Kansas 

State  Journal,  Topeka,  Kansas 

Beacon,   Wichita,   Kansas 

Journal,    Henderson,    Ky. 

Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Leader,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Sun,  Winchester,  Ky. 

Town    Talk,   Alexandria,    La. 

State  Times,   Baton   Rouge,   La. 

New  Star,  Monroe,  La. 

Tribune,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Journal,  Shreveport,   La. 

Times,  Shreveport,  La. 

Journal,   Lewiston,    Maine 

Press  Herald,  Portland,  Maine 

Courier  Gazette,    Rockland,    Maine 

Capitol,  Annaoolis,   Md. 

News-Post,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sun,   Baltimore,   Md. 

News,  Frederick,   Md. 

Post,  Frederick,  Md. 


Herald,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Mail,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Courier  Post,  Hannibal,  Mo. 

Monitor-Index  &  Democrat,  Moberly,  Mo. 

Globe    Democrat,  St.   Louis,   Mo. 

Post   Dispatch,   St.    Louis,    Mo. 

Star  Times,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sun,  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Herald-Traveler,    Boston,   Mass. 

News   Bureau,   Boston,   Mass. 

Item,  Clinton,   Mass. 

Sentinel,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Eagle,   Lawrence,   Mass. 

Tribune,   Lawrence,  Mass. 

Courier  Citizen,   Lowell,    Mass. 

Mercury,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Republican,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Union,  Springfield,   Mass. 

Item,  Wakefield,   Mass. 

Gazette,  Worcester,  Mass. 

News,  Ann   Arbor,   Mich. 

Enquirer  &  News,   Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

News-Palladium,  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. 

Daily  Tribune,  Cheboygan,  Mich. 

Free   Press,   Detroit,   Mich. 

News,   Detroit,   Mich. 

Journal,  Flint,  Mich. 

Herald,  Grand   Rapids,  Mich. 

State.  Journal,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Mining   Journal,   Marquette,    Mich. 

News,  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Journal,  Sturgis,  Mich. 

News,  Wyandotte,   Mich. 

News  Tribune,  Duluth,  Minn. 

Daily  Journal,   Fergus  Falls,   Minn. 

Evening  Tribune,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Star  Journal,    Minneapolis,   Minn. 

Republican,    Red    Wing,    Minn. 

Post  Bulletin,   Rochester,  Minn. 

Times-Journal,  St.  Cloud,  Minn. 

Enterprise,   Virginia,    Minn. 

Star,   Meridian,   Miss. 

Tribune,  Great  Falls,  Montana 

Sun,  Beatrice,  Neb. 

Daily  Independent,  Grand   Island,  Neb. 

Journal  &  Star,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

News-Press,  Nebraska  City,   Neb. 

World   Herald,   Omaha,   Neb. 

Press,  Asbury  Park,   N.  J. 

Daily  World,  Atlantic  City  ,N.  J. 

Evening  Courier,  Camden,   N.  J. 

Journal,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Daily  Record,  Morristown,   N.  J. 

Call,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Ledger  Eagle,   Newark,   N.   J. 

Home  News,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Times,   New   Brunswick,   N.  J. 

Times  Advertiser,  Trenton,   N.  J. 

Journal,   Vineland,    N.   J. 

Knickerbocker  News,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Evening  Recorder  &  Democrat,  Amsterdam,  N 

Citizen   Advertiser,  Auburn,   N.   Y. 

Courier    Express,   Buffalo,    N.   Y. 
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n  the  389*  newspapers  listed  below: 


News,   Buffalo,   N.  Y. 

Journal,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

Telegram,   Malone,   N.  Y. 

Times   Herald,    Middletown,    N.    Y. 

Citizen,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Eagle,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Herald  Tribune,   New  York,   N.   Y. 

N.  Y.  Journal  American,  New  York,   N.  Y. 

Mirror,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Morning  Telegraph,   New   York,   N.   Y. 

News,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Post,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Times,   New  York,   N.  Y. 

World  Telegram,  New  York,   N.  Y. 

Long  Island  Press,  Jamaica,  L.  I. 

Palladium  Times,  Oswego,   N.  Y. 

Eagle  News,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Star  Enterprise,  Poughkeepsie,  N   .Y. 

Democrat  &  Chronicle,   Rochester,   N.  Y. 

Times   Union,   Rochester,   N.  Y. 

Sentinel,  Rome,  N.  Y. 

Herald,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Post  Standard,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Reporter,  White  Plains,  N.  Y. 

Observer,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Herald,   Durham.   N.   C. 

News,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Record,  Hickory,  N.  C. 

Forum,  Fargo,  No.  Dak. 

Beacon  Journal,  Akron,  Ohio 

Repository,  Canton,  Ohio 

News-Advertiser,  Chillicothe,  Ohio 

News,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Citizen,  Columbus,  Ohio 

Dispatch,  Columbus,  Ohio 

Tribune,  Coshocton,  Ohio 

Herald,  Dayton,  Ohio 

Journal,  Dayton,  Ohio 

News,  Dayton,  Ohio 

Paragraph,  Dennison,  Ohio 

Review,  East  Liverpool,  Ohio 

Chronicle-Telegram,  Elyria,  Ohio 

Daily  Times,  Fostoria,  Ohio 

Times,  Fostoria,  Ohio 

News  &   Republican,   Kenton,   Ohio 

Journal-Times  Herald,   Lorain,  Ohio 

News-Journal,    Mansfield,    Ohio 

Times,  Marietta,  Ohio 

Advocate,   Newark,   Ohio 

Daily  Times,   New  Philadelphia,   Ohio 

Daily  Call,   Piqua,  Ohio 

Globe,  Shelby,  Ohio 

News,   Springfield,   Ohio 

Sun,  Springfield,  Ohio 

Blade  &  News  Bee,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Chief-Union,  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio 

Citizen,   Urbana,  Ohio 

Chronicle,    Uhrichsville,   Ohio 

Vindicator   fir   Telegram,   Youngstown,   Ohio 

Oklahoman,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Tribune,  Tulsa,   Okla. 

World,  Tulsa,   Okla. 


'Tabulation  of  press  bureau 
actual  clippings  received  in 
THE      FILM      DAILY     office 

Journal,   Portland,  Oregon 

Oregonian,   Portland,  Oregon 

Telegraph,    Brownsville,    Pa. 

Dispatch  Herald,  Erie,  Pa. 

Courier,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Patriot,   Harrisburg,   Pa. 

Telegraph,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Bulletin,   Latrobe,   Pa. 

Sentinel,  Lewistown,  Pa. 

Blizzard,  Oil  City,  Pa. 

Derrick,  Oil  City,  Pa. 

Inquirer,   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Public  Ledger,   Philadelphia,   Pa. 

Record,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Republican,  Phoenixville,   Pa. 

Press,   Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Journal,  Pottsville,   Pa. 

Mercury,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

Eagle,   Reading,   Pa. 

Valley   News,   Tarentum,    Pa. 

News-Standard,   Uniontown,   Pa. 

Times,    Pawtucket,   Rhode    Island 

Bulletin,   Providence,    Rhode    Island 

Independent  Tribune,  Anderson,  S.  Car. 

Journal,   Rapid   City,   S.   Dak. 

Argus  Leader,   Sioux  Falls,  S.   Dak. 

Journal,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Appeal,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Press  Scimitar,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Banner,    Nashville,   Tenn. 

Journal,  Dallas,  Texas 

News,  Dallas,  Texas 

Times,  El  Paso,  Texas 

Press,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Star-Telegram,   Fort  Worth,   Texas 

Banner,   Greenville,  Texas 

Chronicle,  Houston,  Texas 

Press,   Houston,  Texas 

News,   Kilgore,  Texas 

Journal,   Lubbock,  Texas 

News,  Pampa,  Texas 

Light,  San  Antonio,  Texas 

News,  San  Antonio,  Texas 

Courier-Times,   Tyler,  Texas 

News-Tribune,   Waco,   Texas 

Times,   Wichita   Falls,   Texas 

Star,  Andalusia,  Ala. 

Californian,  Inglewood,  Calif. 

Advertiser,  New  Canaan,  Conn. 

Daily  Times,  Wichita,  Kansas 

Telegram,   Portland,   Maine 

Herald,   Camden,    Maine 

Ledger,   Lowell,   Mass. 

Herald,  Ridgewood,  N.  J. 

News,   Bridgehampton,  N.  Y. 

Reporter,  Horseheads,  N.  Y. 

Review,  Rockville  Center,  N.  Y. 

Times,  Southampton,  L.  I. 

Shore  News,  Wolcott  Lake,  N.  Y. 

Texan,  Austin,  Texas 

News- Herald,  Joplin,  Mo. 


Record,  Fairfield,  III. 

News  Express,  Boone,  Iowa 

News,  Maplewood,   N.  J. 

Leader,    Davenport,   Ohio 

Republican,   Wilber,    Nebr. 

Standard,  Boonville,  Ind. 

Daily  Independent,  Grand  Island,  Nebr. 

Times,  Ottawa,  Canada 

Telegram,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Courier,  Russellville,  Arkansas 

Gazette,  Phoenix,  Arizona 

News,   Birmingham,  Alabama 

Tribune,   Oakland,   California 

Californian,  Bakersfield,  California 

Bee,  Modesto,  California 

Register,   New  Haven,  Conn. 

Reporter  Star,  Orlando,  Florida 

Sun,  Clearwater,  Florida 

News,  Boise,  Idaho 

Gazette,   Champaign,   III. 

Herald,  Decatur,  III. 

News,   Elgin,   III. 

Register,  Springfield,  III. 

Courier,  Evansville,  Ind. 

Pallidium,  Richmond,   Ind. 

Tribune,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Times,  Sullivan,  Ind. 

Tribune,  Ames,  Iowa 

Register,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Chronicle,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa 

Mercury,   Manhattan,  Kansas 

Chronicle,  Manhattan,  Kansas 

Press,  Escanaba,  Michigan 

Missourian,  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri 

News,  Kirksville,  Missouri 

Journal,  Frankfort,  Kentucky 

Journal,  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey 

Star,  Glens  Falls,   New  York 

Gazette,  Elmira,  New  York 

Post,  Saugerties,  New  York 

Herald,  Duluth,  Minn. 

Journal,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Chief,  Perry,  Iowa 

Express,  Cfiickasha,  Okla 

Enterprise,  High  Point,  North  Carolina 

Journal,  Lorain,  Ohio 

Plaindealer,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Gazette,  Ashland,  Ohio 

Star,   Bradford,   Pa. 

Dispatch,  Shamokin,  Pa. 

Leader,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Sun,  Westerly,  Rhode   Island 

Index,  Childress,  Texas 

Post,  Houston,  Texas 

Telegraph,  Tyler,  Texas 

Times- Herald,  Waco,  Texas 

Record,  Columbia,  South  Carolina 

News,  Florence,  S.  C. 

Piedmont,  Greenville,  South  Carolina 

Item,  Sumter,  South  Carolina 

Pilot,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Star,  Portsmouth,  Va. 

Daily,  Strasburg,  Va. 

Press,  Ashland,  Wise. 

Reporter,  Fond  Du  Lac,  Wise. 

Telegram,   Eau  Clair,  Wise. 

Tribune,  La  Crosse,  Wise. 

News,  Bremerton,  Wash. 

Gazette,  Jamesville,  Wise. 

News,  Williamson,  West  Va. 

News,  Parkersburg,  West  Va. 

West  Virginian,  Fairmount,  West  Va. 


more   than   93,000,000   readers! 
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FREE  SHOWS  TOPIC 
BEFORE  N.  W.  ALLIED 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

16  mm.  reduction  and  subsequent 
screening  at  free  shows,  and  to  try 
to  eliminate  schools  from  competing 
with  theaters  by  showing  newsreels 
and  short  subjects  and  full-length 
features  at  cut-rate  prices. 

First  day  of  the  convention  was 
attended  by  1,000  persons  represent- 
ing 150  theaters.  Ben  Ashe,  secre- 
tary, presided.  Financial  statement 
was  approved  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, and  a  telegram  was  sent  to 
the  organization's  president,  "Al" 
Steffes,  still  confined  to  a  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  hospital,  wishing  him  a 
speedy  recovery. 

Cancellation  was  another  topic  re- 
ceiving full  discussion,  the  exhibs. 
wanting  cancellation  privileges  on  all 
picture  groups.  They  also  want  pro- 
ducers to  put  their  pictures  in  the 
bracket  where  they  belong  and  to 
keep  them  there.  A  telegram  was 
sent  to  Herman  Wobber,  sales  head 
of  20th-Fox,  demanding  cancellation 
privileges  in  each  group  as  stated  in 
Wobber's  statement  in  The  Film 
Daily  of  Feb.  28.  The  exhibs.  claim 
that  the  local  20th-Fox  exchange  is 
not  abiding  by  that  policy.  The 
forcing  of  shorts  and  newsreels  with 
feature  pictures  was  under  discus- 
sion, coupled  with  score  charges 
which,  it  was  claimed,  are  being  add- 
ed to  picture  rental  charges. 

Claim  was  also  made  that  exhibs. 


Steffes  Misses  First  Convention  In  25  Years 

Minneapolis — Al  Steffes,  NW  Allied  President,  is  missing  his  first  Allied  conven- 
tion in  25  years.  Steffes  is  still  confined  to  a  Washington,  D.  C.  hospital.  He  suffered 
a   heart  attack  while   attending  the   National   Allied   board   meeting. 


Columbus  M.  P.  Council 

Reverses  on  Neely  Bill 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
against  passage  of  the  measure. 
Council,  comprised  of  prominent  re- 
ligious, educational  and  civic  lead- 
ers, had  been  adding  its  support  to 
the  Neely  bill  since  first  introduced. 
The  Rev.  Floyd  Faust,  president 
of  the  council,  explained  the  sudden 
change  of  heart:  "At  first  we  were 
of  the  opinion  the  bill  would  im- 
prove standards  within  the  industry, 
giving  the  small  exhibitor  a  'break,' 
and  in  general  a  decided  asset.  How- 
ever, careful  study  of  the  Neely  bill, 
idealistic  as  it  may  be,  shows  the 
author  was  not  familiar  with  the 
motion  picture  business.  Conse- 
quently, we  have  concluded  that  pas- 
sage would  prove  highly  detrimen- 
tal to  the  entire  industry." 


are  paying  Metro  the  same  price  for 
shorts  as  last  year,  but  that  the  com- 
pany had  released  15  fewer  shorts 
this  year  than  last,  but  charging  for 
them  the  same  money.  Suburban 
theater  owners  objected  to  trailers 
for  "Gone  Wtih  the  Wind"  shown 
in  first-run  theaters,  stating,  "See 
the  picture  here  in  its  entirety," 
which  gives  the  public  the  idea  that 
the  film  would  be  cut  for  exhibition 
in  subsequent  runs. 


(MFIDMTIAL  MEMORANDUM 


To:  MR.  BUSY  EXECUTIVE! 

From:  RESULT-GETTING  ASSISTANT. 

Subject:  OPPORTUNITY  WANTED! 

UNUSUALLY  VERSATILE  as  a  CONFIDENTIAL  RIGHT- 
HAND  man  to  an  EXECUTIVE. 

Capable  MANAGING  RESPONSIBILITIES  and  PLAN- 
NING INTELLIGENTLY  with  a  STICK-TO-IT-rVENESS 
DETERMINATION.    A  FOLLOW-UPPER! 

UNLIMITED  QUALIFICATIONS  and  OUTSTANDING 
RECORD  in  PICTURE.  THEATER  and  RADIO  fields. 

EXCELLENT  RECOMMENDATIONS.  UNTARNISHABLE 
REPUTE  as  to  INTEGRITY.  LOYALTY.  HONESTY  and 
CAPABILITY. 

Salary  SECONDARY  to  OPPORTUNITY. 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

Box  No.  1000 

1501  Broadway.  N.  Y.  C. 


Capitol's  Turn-away  Biz 

Benefits  GWTW  at  Astor 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

at  the  Astor  at  11  a.m.  extendtd 
around  the  W.  45th  St.  corner  as 
far  as  the  Morosco.  GWTW  ends 
its  11-week  run  at  the  Capitol  to- 
night, "Northwest  Passage"  opening 
tomorrow;  picture  stays  on  indefi- 
nitely at  the  Astor. 


Portland,  Ore. — After  showing  to 
upwards  of  150,000  at  Parker's 
Broadway,  in  four  weeks,  GWTW 
has  moved  to  the  Mayfair  for  an  in- 
definite run. 


Alliance,  O.— While  GWTW  will 
not  open  at  the  Columbia  here  until 
Saturday,  advance  sale  is  above  the 
$2,000  mark,  new  local  record  for  a 
film. 


Chicago— GWTW  in  its  first  five 
weeks  at  two  houses  here  has  played 
to  more  than  300,000  attendance. 


Akron,  O.— GWTW  in  its  22-day 
run  at  Loew's  grossed  more  than 
$80,000. 


Memphis— GWTW  played  to  115,- 
238  people  in  its  five  weeks  at 
Loew's;  moveover  starts  at  Malco's 
Strand  Friday. 


Nashville— GWTW  goes  into  the 
1,400-seat  suburban  Belmont  Sunday 
for  a  week,  following  its  recent  five 
weeks'  engagement  at  Loew's  during 
which  pix  attracted  90,000  attend- 
ance. 


Northwest  Allied  Wants 

Pro  Neely  Views  Given 

Minneapolis  —  Northwest  Allied 
has  registered  a  protest  with  the 
local  M-G-M  office  for  inviting  a 
group  of  Parent-Teacher  members 
to  a  screening  and  then  allegedly 
having  four  men  give  anti-Neely 
bill  speeches  to  the  assembled  wo- 
men. 

The  Allied  protest,  made  in  the 
form  of  a  letter  to  W.  H.  Workman, 
branch  manager,  said  that,  in  fair- 
ness to  those  invited,  they  should  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  hear  the 
proponents'  side  of  the  bill  if  such 
a  meeting  were  to  be  called  again. 


7  Pix  for  Music  Hall 

Seven  advance  attractions  have 
been  set  by  the  Music  Hall,  it  was 
announced  yesterday.  First  release, 
opening  this  Thursday,  will  be  "Too 
Many  Husbands"  from  Columbia. 
Following  in  order  will  be  "Young 
Tom  Edison,"  Metro;  "Rebecca," 
United  Artists;  "My  Son,  My  Son," 
United  Artists;  "Over  The  Moon," 
United  Artists;  "Irene,"  RKO;  and 
"My  Favorite  Wife,"  RKO. 


20-FOX  NEGOTIATING 
FOR  OUTSIDE  PRODUCT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

now  under  way  for  the  handling  of 
outside  pictures  which  would  be  sold 
independently  of  the  company'*  wn 
product.  ^t 

Screen  Writers  Guild 

Asks  Removal  of  Dies 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

subject  matter  of  motion  pictures 
while  holding  official  position  was  in 
effect  constituting  himself  a  political 
censor  of  motion  pictures,  and  by  such 
action  has,  in  our  opinion,  disquali- 
fied himself  as  an  impartial  inves- 
tigator of  alleged  un-American  ac- 
tivities in  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try," according  to  a  letter  sent  by 
the  Screen  Writers  Guild  to  Speaker 
Bankhead  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

Letter  also  charges  that  Dies  act- 
ed improperly  in  writing  two  articles 
for  magazines  in  which  he  "revealed 
prejudice  and  bias"  to  the  film  in- 
dustry. The  letter  also  asked  that 
Dies  be  removed  from  his  commit- 
tee and  that  he  be  succeeded  by  a 
Representative  "who  will  conduct 
the  investigation  in  accordance  with 
the  established  rules  of  fair  inquiry." 


AT&T  $190,280,877  Net 
Best  Since  Depression  Low 

Consolidated  net  income  of  A  T  & 
T  and  its  principal  .telephone  sub- 
sidiaries amounted  to  $190,280,877 
for  1939,  the  best  since  the  1932 
depression  low,  annual  report  just 
issued  by  Walter  S.  Gifford,  presi- 
dent,  discloses. 

Sales  by  Western  Electric  to  the 
Bell  System,  AT&T  subsidiary 
group,  amounted  to  $186,860,000  dur- 
ing 1939,  the  report  showed. 


Majority  of  ARA  Agents 

to  Get  AGVA  Franchises 


Majority  of  the  agents  who  are 
members  of  the  Artists  Representa- 
tives Association  have  agreed  to  take 
out  AGVA  franchises,  it  was  under- 
stood yesterday.  Agent's  fees  and 
other  matters  have  been  worked  out. 
with  final  ratification  expected 
shortly  by  the  ARA  board. 


Dean  Goodrich  to  Serve 

on  Appeals  Court  Bench 

Washington  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Dean  Herbert  F. 
Goodrich  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania Law  School  yesterday  was 
nominated  by  President  Roosevelt 
to  be  judge  of  Third  U.  S.  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  Philadelphia. 

Sun.  Pix  Win  in  Belmont 

Boston  —  Citizens  of  Belmont, 
Mass.  have  voted  to  permit  Sunday 
movies.  Final  tally,  announced  yes- 
terday, was  1,714  for  to  1,579,  voted 
on  a  referendum. 
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18  of  20th  Century-Fox's  52  Pix  Set 
for  1940-41  to  Cost  Over  Million  Each 


(Continued 

being  stressed  on  the  "Cisco  Kid" 
seri.c«°\with  four  to  be  made. 

A  _^jrding  to  present  plans  at  least 
four  features  on  the  Zanuck  pro- 
gram will  be  in  Technicolor  and  it 
is    indicated   that   this   number   will 

*be  increased.  Company  will  have  52 
shorts  again  in  its  short  subjects 
lineup,  with  at  least  eight  of  the 
shorts  produced  by  Movietone  to  be 
in  Technicolor  and  at  least  half  of 
the  26  Terrytoons  scheduled  to  be  in 
Technicolor. 

Pictures  listed  on  the  tentative 
program  outlined  by  Herman  Web- 
ber, sales  chief,  at  the  New  York 
sales  confab  are: 

"Brigham  Young,"  based  on  Vardis 
Fisher's  novel,  "Children  of  God," 
with  screenplay  by  Louis  Bromfield, 
to  be  directed  by  Henry  Hathaway, 
reported  to  be  next  season's  highest- 

; budgeted  production;  "Down  to  the 
Sea  in  Ships,"  screenplay  by  Elmer 

;  Clifton,  remake  of  a  silent  film  of  16 

•  years  ago;  "The  Great  Command- 
fment,"  by  Dana  Burnett,  to  be  di- 
rected by  Irving  Pichel,  with  Ty- 
rone Power  starred;  "Fighting  Sam," 
with  screenplay  by  William  Anthony 
McGuire;  "Western  Union,"  by  Zane 
Grey,  one  of  the  million  dollar  spe- 
cials; 

*  "Down  Argentine  Way,"  a  musical 
in  Technicolor  starring  Carmen  Mir- 
anda, with  screenplay  by  Ray  Spence 

;and  Rian  James,  Sydney  Lanfield  to 
direct;  "Hudson's  Bay  Company," 
with  scenario  by  Lamar  Trotti;  "Say 
It  With  Music,"  Irving  Berlin's  story 
of  the  1920's,  with  new  Berlin  songs 
and  starring  Alice  Faye;  "The  Hunt- 
ed Woman,"  by  James  Oliver  Cur- 
wood,  with  Claire  Trevor  and  Ran- 
dolph Scott;  "The  Return  of  Frank 
James,"  a  Technicolor  special  with 
Henry  Fonda  starred  and  Henry  King 
directing;  "The  Great  Profile,"  a 
.theatrical  story  with  Adolphe  Men- 
'jou  and  Warren  William;  "The  Man 
Who  Came  to  Dinner,"  by  George  S. 
Kaufman  and  Moss  Hart;  "Highway 
66,"  a  story  of  the  highway  in  "The 
Grapes  of  Wrath";  "Song  of  the 
Islands,"  a  Hawaiian  story  in  Tech- 
nicolor; "Marching  as  to  War,"  story 
of  the  Salvation  Army,  covering  100 
years,  with  screenplay  by  Louis 
Bromfield;  Washington  Irving's  "Rip 
Van  Winkle,"  in  Technicolor,  with 
scenario  by  Ernest  Pascal; 
1  _  "Brothers,"  a  story  of  San  Fran- 
cisco; "Brooklyn  Bridge,"  an  or- 
iginal by  Irving  Caesar;  "The  Young 


from  Page  1) 

People,"  with  Shirley  Temple,  Jack 
Oakie,  Charlotte  Greenwood  and 
Arleen  Whelan,  to  be  directed  by  Al- 
lan Dwan,  with  music  by  Mack  Gor- 
don and  Harry  Wan-en;  "How  Green 
is  My  Valley,"  adapted  from  Richard 
Llewellyn's  best  selling  novel,  with 
Ernest  Pascal  making  the  adapta- 
tion; "Million  Dollar  Diamond,"  a 
Sol  Wurtzel  production  directed  by 
Ricardo  Cortez,  with  Florence  Rice 
heading  the  cast;  "Andre  Maginot," 
a  story  of  France's  Maginot  line; 
"Fifth  Avenue";  "Rain  or  Shine," 
by  Vina  Delmar,  with  David  Burton 
directing  from  Harold  Buchman's 
script;  "Public  Deb  No.  1,"  story  of 
a  Fifth  Avenue  heiress;  "Broadcast," 
the  story  of  radio,  probably  with 
Alice  Faye  starring;  "Shadow  in  the 
Snow,"  from  an  S.  S.  Van  Dine  story, 
probably  starring  Sonja  Henie; 
"Belle  Starr,"  an  original  by  Nunal- 
ly  Johnson;  "Breach  of  Discipline," 
a  story  of  the  medical  profession 
based  on  a  stage  play  by  Elisabeth 
Ligeti  and  Arthur  Schaffer; 

"Dance  Hall,"  based  on  W.  R. 
Burnett's  novel,  "The  Giant  Swing"; 
"Connie  Goes  to  College,"  an  or- 
iginal by  Warren  Scott  and  Hortense 
L.  Williams;  "The  Calif ornians,"  an 
original  by  Sam  Hellman;  "Yester- 
day's Heroes,"  an  original  dealing 
with  the  evolution  of  Western  pic- 
tures, screenplay  by  Milton  Sperl- 
ing; "Khyber  Rifles,"  a  story  of  In- 
dia from  Talbot  Mundy's  story  with 
scenario  by  John  Balderston;  "Lady 
Jane"  from  Mrs.  C.  V.  Jamieson's 
story  of  New  Orleans;  "Left  at  the 
Altar"  (tentative  title),  comedy 
based  on  old  time  comics  with  Mack 
Sennett  and  Harry  Joe  Brown  col- 
laborating on  the  script;  "Mark  of 
Zorro,"  story  of  early  California 
likely  to  be  filmed  in  Technicolor; 
"Maverick  University,"  an  original 
by  Tom  Collins;  and  "The  Postman 
Walks  Alone,"  story  of  the  youth 
movement  of  the  American  Legion, 
written  by   Samuel   Ornitz. 


20-Fox  Lists  8  Pix  Earning 
Over  a  Million  in  1939-40 

"Alexander's  Rag-time  Band," 
"Jesse  James,"  "Kentucky,"  "Suez," 
"Rose  Of  Washington  Square,"  "My 
Lucky  Star,"  "Second  Fiddle"  and 
"The  Little  Princess"  all  earned  over 
$1,000,000  for  20th-Fox  in  the  or- 
der they  are  listed,  it  was  disclosed 
this  week.  Pictures  were  released 
on    the    1939-40    schedule. 


Minneapolis  First-Runs 

Holding  Over  Four  Films 


Minneapolis — Four  first-run  houses 
are  holding  over  pictures,  establish- 
ing a  record.  Holdovers  include: 
'Northwest  Passage"  at  the  State; 
'We  Are  Not  Alone"  at  the  World; 
'Gone  With  the  Wind"  at  the  Cen- 
tury; and  "Meet  Dr.  Christian"  at 
:he  Esquire. 


Philip  Wood  Expires 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Philip  Wood,  45,  film 
and  stage  actor,  who  recently  com- 
pleted his  role  of  organist  in  Sol 
Lesser's  feature,  "Our  Town,"  is 
dead  here.  Surviving  are  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Margarette  Rapp  Wood,  and 
two  children,  Philip  Wood,  Jr.,  and 
Gretchen  Wood. 
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reviews  of  ncuj  turns 


"My  Son,  My  Son" 

with   Madeleine   Carroll,    Brian   Aherne, 

Louis    Hayward 

United   Artists-Small  115   Mins. 

POWERFUL,  HUMAN  INTEREST  - 
PACKED  BOX  OFFICE  STORY  BOUND  TO 
SCORE  WITH  THE  FANS. 

Edward  Small's  production  of  Howard 
Spring's  best-selling  novel  has  gilded  the 
lily  of  an  already  brilliant  cinematic  season 
in  his  screen  production  of  "My  Son,  My 
Son!"  While  some  of  the  more  meticulous 
gentry  may  claim  that  the  original  is  at 
times  vitiated  by  the  screen  version,  never- 
theless the  film  is  a  powerful,  human-in- 
terest-packed b.o.  attraction  which  is  bound 
to  score  with  the  vast  majority  of  movie 
fans,  regardless  of  pre-conceived  impres- 
sions. Accordingly,  the  attraction  spells 
success  for  exhibitors  large  and  small  be- 
cause of  intense  human  values.  Although 
long,  the  footage  sustains  suspense  and 
drama,  and  there  are  some  notable  perform- 
ances turned  in  by  the  principals,  par- 
ticularly Madeleine  Carroll,  Brian  Aherne, 
Louis  Hayward,  Laraine  Day,  Josephine 
Hutchinson  and  Sophie  Stewart,  while  the 
juvenile  players  give  a  swell  account  of 
themselves  in  the  preliminary  sequences. 
The  story  itself  is  one  which  is  bound  to  ap- 
peal to  the  masses  of  movie  patrons,  pre- 
senting as  it  does  the  polygons  of  love  and 
life,  sent  into  bas-relief  by  the  element  of 
realism.  Essentially  the  film,  like  the  book, 
is  the  recounting  of  an  over-indulgent 
father's  love  for  his  offspring,  and  paternal 
blindness  to  the  boy's  faults.  There  is  the 
stark  reality  of  the  contest  of  youth  and 
passion  versus  the  grander  theme  of  ideal- 
ism, since  Brian  Aherne's  son  contests  with 
his  father  the  right  to  the  heart  and  hand 
of  the  woman  they  mutually  adore,  although 
the  boy,  via  the  eye,  mind,  and  spirit  of 
youth,  looks  with  different  appraisal  upon 
the  coveted  prize.  The  inter-family  feud 
heightens  the  drama  and  suspense,  and  it 
is  all  so  well  presented  that  patrons  at 
large  will  regard  the  theme  as  big,  and  hold 
it  thrilling.  The  story,  because  of  the  im- 
mense popularity  of  the  novel,  seems  un- 
necessary to  relate.  Edward  Small  has  giv- 
en the  yarn  fine  production  and  every  qual- 
ity essential  to  score  with  the  public.  The 
picture  is  actually  broader  than  its  revealed 
theme,  for  it  probes  questioningly  the  wis- 
dom of  blind  parental  devotion.  There  are 
psychological  aspects  which  are  left  to  the 
audience  to  fathom,  according  to  their  opin- 
ions. Therefore,  the  attraction  will  make 
a  deep  impression  not  only  as  screen  en- 
tertainment of  a  high  and  important  order, 
but  will  send  the  fans  homeward  with  some- 
thing to  talk  about.  "My  Son,  My  Son!" 
is  a  family  picture  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  word,  and  therefore  a  "natural"  for 
every  type  of  house. 

CAST:  Madeleine  Carroll,  Brian  Aherne, 
Louis  Hayward,  Laraine  Day,  Henry  Hull, 
Josephine  Hutchinson,  Sophie  Stewart, 
Bruce  Lester,  Scotty  Beckett,  Brenda  Hen- 
derson, Teddy  Moorwood,  May  Beatty,  Stan- 
ley Logan,  Lionel  Belmore,  Howard  Davies, 
Mary  Gordon,  David  Clyde,  Vesey  O'Davor- 
an,  Pat  Flaherty,  Victor  Kendall,  Montagu 
Shaw,  Leland  Hodgson,  Mary  Field,  Audrey 
Manners,  Sibyl  Harris,  Connie  Leon,  Colin 
Kenny. 

CREDITS:    Producer,    Edward    Small;    Di- 


"Isle  of  Destiny" 

with  William  Gargan,  Wallace  Ford, 

June  Lang 

RKO-Fine  Arts  95  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

PLEASING  STORY  OF  THE  U.  S.  MA- 
RINES BEAUTIFULLY  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN 
COSMOCOLOR  SHOULD  SATISFY  AUDI- 
ENCES GENERALLY. 

This  is  a  pleasing  offering,  highlighted 
by  the  work  of  William  Gargan  and  Wallace 
Ford  as  Marines,  who  love  a  fight  and  who 
also  find  time  to  love  the  ladies.  Beautiful 
June  Lang  is  the  object  of  their  affections, 
with  Gargan  winning  her  in  the  end.  !n 
addition  to  the  caperings  and  antics  of 
Gargan  and  Ford,  and  the  romancing,  the 
Franklyn  Warner  production  provides  con- 
siderable excitement  and  island  life  in  the 
Pacific  is  beautifully  photographed  in  Cos 
mocolor.  Elmer  Clifton  turned  in  a  good 
job  of  directing.  Etienne  Girardot  and  Tom 
Dugan  supplied  much  comedy,  while  Gil- 
bert Roland,  Grant  Richards,  Ted  Osborne 
and  Katherine  DeMille  were  among  the  prin- 
cipals. Arthur  Hoerl,  W.  Coates  Webster 
and  Robert  Lively  wrote  the  screenplay, 
based  on  an  original  story  by  Allan  Vaughn 
Elston.  The  song,  "Moonlight  Magic,"  writ- 
ten by  Irving  Bibo  and  Eddie  Cherkose  is  an 
effective  number.  Roland  meets  June  Lang, 
a  flier,  and  Osborne,  her  navigator-  inventor, 
on  a  tiny  island  in  the  Pacific,  where  June's 
brother,  Richards,  is  in  charge  of  an  army 
ammunition  base,  recently  established  by  the 
Marines.  On  a  wager,  Roland,  June  and 
Osborne  start  on  an  air  race  to  Guam.  Ro- 
land tricks  June  into  a  false  landing  on  a 
jungle  island,  where  her  plane  is  wrecked. 
The  island  is  used  by  Roland  as  a  cache 
for  the  guns  and  the  ammunition  smuggled 
by  Roland  who  is  an  international  gun  run- 
ner. Roland  and  Osborne  engage  in  a  fight, 
which  ends  with  Osborne  being  saved  by  a 
poison  dart  which  is  aimed  at  Roland  by 
Katherine  DeMille,  Roland's  native  wife. 
Gargan  finally  reaches  the  island  and  is  soon 
joined  by  Ford,  they  are  followed  by  Rich- 
ards and  his  men  and  June  is  rescued. 

CAST:  William  Gargan,  Wallace  Ford, 
June  Lang,  Gilbert  Roland,  Etienne  Girardot, 
Katherine  DeMille,  Grant  Richards,  Tom 
Dugan,  Harry  Woods,  Ted  Osborne. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Franklyn  Warner; 
Director,  Elmer  Clifton;  Author,  Allan 
Vaughn  Elston;  Screenplay,  Arthur  Hoerl, 
M.  Coates  Webster  and  Robert  Lively; 
Cameraman,  Edward  Linden;  Art  director, 
Fred  Preble;  Musical  director,  Constantin 
Bakaleinkoff ;  Editors,  John  Rawlins  and 
Robert  Crandall;  Musical  director,  David 
Chudnow;  Song,  "Moonlight  Magic"  by  Irv- 
ing Bibo  and   Eddie  Cherkose. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Beautiful. 


rector,  Charles  Vidor;  Novel,  Howard  Spring; 
Screenplay,  Lenore  Coffee;  Photography, 
Harry  Stradling,  A.S.C.;  Dialogue  Director, 
Stanley  Logan;  Art  Director,  John  DuCasse 
Schulze;  Interior  Decorations,  Casey  Rob- 
erts; Supervising  Film  Editor,  Grant  Why- 
tock;  Film  Editor,  Fred  R.  Feitshans,  Jr.; 
Musical  Director,  Edward  Ward;  Sound, 
Earl  Sitar;  Wardrobe,  Bridgehouse;  Make- 
up Director,  Don  Cash;  Assistant  Director, 
William  Tummel;  Special  Effects,  Howard 
Anderson;  Production  Manager,  Val  Paul. 

DIRECTION,  Tip-top.     PHOTOGRAPHY, 
The  Best. 
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TRADE  REFORMS  BY 
PAGTS--KUYKENDALL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

proposals  rightly  belong, in  the  ex- 
hibition contract,  so  they  will  be 
uniformly  available  to  every  exhibi- 
tor doing  business  with  the  company 
and  become  an  integral  part  of  their 
contract  relations."  The  proposals 
should  be  subject  to  simple,  prac- 
tical arbitration  if  the  contract  pro- 
vides for  optional  arbitration,  or  if 
both  parties  will  submit  to  contract 
arbitration  on  any  complaint  that 
may  arise,  he  adds. 

Makes  Six  Proposals 
Admitting  that  a  number  of  the 
more  important  complaints  cannot 
be  dealt  with  in  the  exhibition  con- 
tract, Kuykendall  makes  the  follow- 
ing proposals  for  new  contract 
forms: 

1.  A  minimum  unconditional 
option  to  cancel  at  least  20  per 
cent  of  the  pictures  licensed  on 
reasonable  notice  as  they  are 
released.  The  code  proposal 
should  be  simplified  as  much  as 
possible  for  this  purpose.  Or 
as  an  alternate  suggestion,  an 
option  to  cancel  upon  reason- 
able notice  one  picture  out  of 
each  group  of  five  or  more,  in 
the   order  of  release. 

2.  An  option  to  cancel  any 
picture  on  reasonable  notice 
which  it  can  be  demonstrated 
is  locally  offensive  on  moral, 
religious  or  racial  grounds.  The 
question  of  fact,  if  disputed, 
can  be  left  to  simple  arbitra- 
tion. 

3.  An  option  to  change  per- 
centage pictures  designated  for 
preferred  play  dates  on  reason- 
able notice  that  the  picture  is 
considered  unsuitable  in  fact  for 
the  dates  designated,  subject  to 
simple  arbitration  if  there  is 
any   dispute. 

4.  A  provision  that  no  score 
charge  shall  be  added  to  the 
film  rental  specified  in  the  con- 
tract. 

5.  A  provision  that  prices  and 
terms  for  each  picture  licensed 
must  be  fixed  by  the  distributor 
not  later  than  the  date  of  the 
notice  of  availability. 

6.  A  provision  that  the  option 
to  reject  pictures  on  selective 
contracts  must  be  exercised 
within  21  days  after  notice  of 
availability,  otherwise  the  op- 
tion is  void  and  the  picture  re- 
leased in  due  course  to  subse- 
quent-runs. 

Calls  For  Prompt  Action 
Declaring  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity   for    delay,    Kuykendall     asks, 
"Why  not  do  it  now  on  a  simple,  ef- 
fective plan  that  will  end  a  lot  of 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Cleveland  —  Marie  Flynn  of  the 
M-G-M  office  force  has  announced 
her  engagement  to  "Bud"  O'Neil  of 
this   city. 


Disney's  New  Burbanh  Studio  First  to  be 

Wholly  Air  Conditioned;  Install  GE  Plant 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Burbank — Filmland's  first  completely  air-conditioned  studio  is  nearing  completion 
on  the  51 -acre  tract  near  here  in  the  San  Fernando  Valley.  Its  boss,  Walt  Disney,  to- 
gether with  William  Carity,  Disney's  chief  engineer,  and  a  staff  of  General  Electric 
technicians,  are  currently  solving  one  of  the  most  complex  air-conditioning  problems  ever 
posed.  Utmost  provision  is  being  made  for  employes'  comfort,  despite  complications 
created  by  need  for  unusually  stringent  control  of  sound,  air  movement,  temperature 
and  cleanliness.  Slogan  of  the  new  studio  has  been  "Keep  it  clean!,"  since  every 
particle   of   dust   may   be   harmful   to  a    finished   picture. 


James  Davidson  Named 

Educational's  Trustee 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  that  company  after  a  prolonged 
battle  between  creditor  groups  failed 
of  a  majority  to  select  a  trustee. 
Referee  Joyce's  selection  represented 
a  victory  for  creditors  headed  by 
Lloyd  Wright  and  Erpi,  who  had 
favored  the  naming  of  Davidson. 
Harry  Fromberg,  trustee  for  GN, 
unsuccessfully  sought  the  election  of 
Harry  Abrams. 

Prior  to  referee  Joyce's  action  a 
GN  claim  of  $964,000  was  disquali- 
fied from  voting  because  the  ref- 
eree ruled  that  the  claim  was  not 
fixed  in  amount.  Lloyd  Wright's 
claim  of  $200,000  was  also  disal- 
lowed from  voting  on  the  same 
grounds. 


Fireproof  Booths  Required 
for  35  mm.  School  Films 


Grand  Rapids — Michigan  schools 
equipped  with  35  mm.  projectors 
must  have  fireproof  booths,  although 
schools  with  16  mm.  and  8  mm. 
equipment  can  operate  without  them 
provided  a  competent  operator  is 
engaged,  the  State  Superintendent 
of  Schools  warns  in  a  bulletin. 

Whenever  admission  fees  are 
charged,  the  building  must  first  be 
inspected  by  the  State  Fire  Mar- 
shal's office. 


No  Bank  Nights  Holy  Week 

Leominster,  Mass. — Mayor  Sidney 
E.  Bell  has  banned  Beano  and  Bank 
Nights  in  this  city  during  Holy 
Week,  March   17  to  23  inclusive. 


irritation  and  friction  and  get  some 
immediate  results?" 

The  MPTOA  bulletin  also  takes 
some  pot-shots  at  certain  types  of 
industry  publicity,  especially  those 
which  boast  of  fabulous  production 
costs,  staggering  box-office  receipts, 
record-breaking  money  totals,  etc., 
all  of  which  tends  to  invite  admis- 
sion tax  proposals,  it  declares. 

Kuykendall  also  bemoans  the  web 
of  court  actions  in  which  the  indus- 
try is  enmeshed  and  the  threat  of 
anti-trust  suits  if  adjustments  are 
not  made  possible  by  organized  self- 
re  eulati  on. 

Exhibitors  are  urged  in  the  bul- 
letin to  register  complaints  arising 
out  of  unfair  theatrical  competition, 
protests  to  be  made  to  the  distribu- 
tors. 

In  regard  to  the  Neely  bill,  Kuy- 
kendall furthered  his  attacks  on  the 
measure  in  its  present  form,  sug- 
gesting, however,  an  alternative  law 
that  would  not  involve  criminal  pen- 
alties. 


"Virginia  City"  Ballyhoo 
to  Double  Nev.  Population 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Reno  on  March  16,  estimated  yester- 
day that  the  influx  of  visitors  for 
the  event  will  double  the  normal 
100,000  population  of  the  State. 
Filmland  will  be  represented  by  a 
contingent  of  250  stars,  studio  ex- 
ecutives and  members  of  the  press. 

Both  in  this,  and  in  bordering 
States,  railroads  and  bus  lines  are 
advertising  excursions,  and  to  han- 
dle crowds  after  arrival  Governor 
E.  P.  Carville,  of  Nevada,  has  or- 
dered three  companies  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  to  patrol  duty  for 
March  16.  Governors  of  10  Western 
states  will  be  guests  of  Governor 
Carville  for  the  day. 

Among  screen  luminaries  will  be 
Errol  Flynn  and  Miriam  Hopkins, 
stars  of  "Virginia  City";  Humphrey 
Bogart,  Randolph  Scott,  Alan  Hale; 
Priscilla,  Rosemary  and  Lola  Lane; 
Jean  Parker  and  Eddie  Albert. 

Some  40  radio  stations  of  the 
Mutual  network  in  Western  states 
will  broadcast  the  world  premiei'e, 
with  Reno's  KOH  as  the  key  sta- 
tion. Program  is  scheduled  to  com- 
mence at  6:30  p.m.,  Pacific  Coast 
time,  and  continue  until  seven 
o'clock.  Preliminary  programs, 
plugging  the  picture,  have  already 
been  initiated,  and  will  continue  to 
be  presented  periodically  until  the 
night  of  March  16. 


Appoint  Parsons  "U's"  K.  C. 
Manager;  Miller  to  Minn. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ern  division  manager,  following  his 
return  from  a  coast-to-coast  tour 
of   exchanges. 

Grover  Parsons,  for  many  years 
M-G-M  manager  in  San  Francisco 
and  more  recently  distinct  manager 
for  Republic,  has  been  named  Uni- 
versal manager  in  Kansas  City.  Roy 
Miller,  former  Kansas  Citv  man- 
ager, has  been  moved  to  Minneap- 
olis as  branch  manager.  Harold 
Johnson,  former  Minneapolis  chief, 
remains  as  city  salesman. 


New  Distrib.  Co.  Formed 

Sacramento — Articles  of  incorpo- 
ration were  filed  with  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Allied  American 
Films  Distributing  Corp.  of  Los  An- 
ereles,  with  capitalization  of  $25,000. 
Directors  listed  are  John  W.  Lehners. 
Harvey  A.  Herkness  and  Thursa  W. 
Smiley,  all  of  Los  Angeles. 


COURTER  TRUST  SUIT 
ASKS  FOR  $574,200  j 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ages,  Courter  Amusement  Corp., 
operators  of  the  Ormont  sin«  De- 
cember 1933,  want  court  costaR  >un- 
sel  fees  and   restraining  action. 

Other  suits  pending  are  Westor 
Theaters,  Inc.,  and  Janbert  Amuse- 
ment Corp.  of  West  Orange  for 
$280,500  and  Netcong  Amusement 
Co.,  Inc.  for  $330,000. 


St.  Louis  Local  Receivership 
Permanent;  Nick  to  Repay 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

IATSE,  and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  re- 
straining them  and  the  international 
from  interfering  with  the  affairs  of 
the  local.  The  court  ordered  an  elec- 
tion for  new  officers  of  the  local 
under  the  terms  of  its  decree  and 
when  this  reorganization  is  satis- 
factorily completed  the  receivers, 
James  A.  McKeown  and  William  M. 
Brandt,  will  be  discharged. 

The  court  also  called  upon  Nick 
and  Weston  to  pay  to  the  union  vari- 
ous sums  of  money,  including  $10,- 
000  Nick  is  alleged  to  have  received 
from  theater  owners  in  the  fall  of 
1936  and  $6,500  allegedly  received 
from  the  same  source  by  Weston  for 
Nick  and  himself  in  1938.  Also  $28,- 
000  paid  out  to  Paul  Dillon,  an  at- 
torney, for  legal  services  to  the  union 
and  Nick  and  Weston  personally;  $1,- 
000  paid  in  1935  to  the  West  Craft 
Boat  Co.,  operated  by  Weston,  the 
court  charged;  $2,899  expended  in 
political  contribution. 


Lily  Messanger  Not  Quitting 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Despite  published  re- 
ports Lily  Messanger  hasn't  resigned 
as  head  of  RKO's  studio  story  de- 
partment. She  is  continuing  in  that 
post.  Collier  Young,  formerly  with 
the  Myron  Selznick  Agency,  will  be 
come  a  member  of  the  department. 

Inaugurates  Sunday  Shows 

West  Point,  Va.— Charlie  Den- 
mead,  who  recently  took  over  the 
active  management  of  the  York  The- 
ater, has  inaugurated  Sunday  shows 
It's   the  first  time  for  the  house. 

T.  A.  Killman  Dead 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Thomas  A.  Kill 
man,  76,  color  photography  process 
inventor,  is  dead  here.  His  son 
Robert  Thomas  Killman,  plans  tc 
continue  work  in  process  along  the 
same   line. 


STORKS! 


II 


Columbus,  O. — Johnny  Frye,  RKC 
Palace  treasurer,  is  proud  papa  o: 
a  baby  daughter,  his  first,  born  ii 
Mercy  Hospital. 

Chicago — There's  a  new  son  in  th 
Eddie  Silverman  family,  born  at  th 
Michael  Reese  Hospital. 
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789  of  899  Texas  Theaters  Oppose  Neely  Bill  Passage 

U.  S.  BARES  500  EQUITY  SUIT  WITNESSES 

Eventual  Resumption  of  Business  in  Italy  Seen  by  Lange 


Para.'s  European  Manager  Sees 
Aftermath  of  War  Effect- 
ing Pix  Market 

The  future  of  American  film  busi- 
,-ness  in  Europe  can  be  represented 
:  by  a  large  question  mark,  not  only 
(I  because   of  the  war  itself  but  due, 
;also,   to    its    probable    after   effects. 
This   view  was   indicated  yesterday 
by  Fred  Lange,  Paramount's  manag- 
ing director  for  continental  Europe, 
who  arrived  by  clipper  for  home  of- 
fice conferences. 

While    not   intending    to    paint    a 
=  too   gloomy  picture,  Lange   said  he 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

n,  w.  aluedTavors 

NEELY  Bill  PASSAGE 


Minneapolis — Final  session  of  the 
'{Northwest  Allied  meeting  yesterday 
was  devoted  to  considering  resolu- 
tions. Four  were  adopted  unani- 
mously. X.  That  the  unit  favors 
passage  ox  the  Neely  bill  and  will 
do   everything  in   its   power  to   get 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

1,000  Attend  Last  Rites 
for  Archie  Mayo's  Mother 

Funeral    services    were    held    yes- 
terday morning  at  11  o'clock  in  the 
;    Park    West    Memorial    Chapel,    115 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Jury  Urges  lO'Ct. 
Sat.  Mats,  for  Kids 

Minneapolis — Grand  Jury  here  sent  let- 
ters to  Allied  and  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  recommending  that  theater 
tickets  in  suburban  houses  be  cut  to  10 
cents  for  everyone  up  to  18  years  of 
age   on    Saturday   afternoons. 

The  jury  felt  that  the  improper  use 
of  leisure  time  is  a  contributing  factor 
in  juvenile  delinquency  and  that  per- 
mitting the  youngsters  in  neighborhood 
theaters  at  cut  prices  on  Saturday  after- 
noons would  eliminate  Saturday  after- 
noon rowdyism  and  help  the  policing 
of    the   downtown    areas. 


BALABAN  SAYS 
THEATERS  AID 

Company  Better  Off  for  Its 
Investment,  Says  Prexy 


Barney  Balaban,  president  of 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  during  a 
six  hour  pre-trial  examination  yes- 
terday in  connection  with  the  equity 
action  brought  in  New  York  by  the 
Government  explained  the  advan- 
tages which  Paramount  secured  from 
its  theater  ownership  setup.  Be- 
sides the  fact  that  Paramount  ob- 
tained additional  revenue  from  its 
theaters,  Balaban  stated,  the  pro- 
duction company  secured  more  sym- 
pathy and  better  handling  of  films 
by  its  own  theaters. 

When  pictures  are  released,  Para- 
mount theater  companies  are  more 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Instances  of  Alleged  Coercion  and  Distress  Selling 

Methods  Listed;  23  Indie  Producers  Said 

Forced  Out  of  Quality  Pix  Field 

The  D  of  J  yesterday  filed  answers  to  consolidated  interroga- 
tories of  all  major  defendants  in  the  New  York  Equity  action, 
with  the  exception  of  Columbia,  in  which  it  identified  more  than 

500     prospective     Government     wit- 


ATLAS  LISTS  RKO,  GTE 
AND  PARA.  HOLDINGS 


Annual  report  of  Atlas  Corp.  and 
its  investment  company  subsidiaries 
for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31,  an- 
nounced to  stockholders  yesterday, 
shows  a  net  income  of  $1,222,451.55. 
Surplus  at  Dec.  31,  after  deducting 
net  unrealized  depreciation  of  as- 
sets, was  put  at  $23,579,483.44. 

Schedules  of  securities  in  portfolio 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Lynch,  New  Dies  Counsel, 
May  Conduct  Pix  Hearings 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Robert  E.  Lynch, 
Washington  attorney,  has  been  ap- 
pointed counsel  to  the  Dies  Commit- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Eastman  Sues  to  Compel 

Granting  of  Dye  Patent 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Eastman  Kodak  Co. 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  has  entered  suit 
in  District  Court  here  against  Con- 

(Continv.ed  on  Page  6) 


97.8  %  of  Exhibs.  in  473  Texas  Towns 
Opposed  to  Neely  Bill,  Survey  Shows 


"Stars  Look  Down"  Will 
Be  Metro  Release  in  U.  S. 


Metro  will  release  "The  Stars 
Look  Down,"  British  pix,  in  the  U. 
S.,  it  was  announced  last  night. 
Metro  purchased  the  rights  from  I. 
Goldsmith,  who  produced.  Story  is 
by  A.  J.  Cronin,  author  of  "The 
Citadel,"  and  has  a  cast  topped  by 
Michael  Redgrave,  Margaret  Lock- 
wood  and  Emlyn  Williams.  Carol 
Reed  directed. 


Lampasas,  Tex. — A  survey  by  the 
recently  reorganized  Theater  Owm- 
ers  Protective  Association  revealed 
that  97.8  per  cent  of  exhibitors  in 
473  Texas  towns  have  gone  on  rec- 
ord against  the  Neely  Bill,  accord- 
ing to  Roy  L.  Walker,  president 
of  the  organization. 

Walker  reported  that  a  careful 
checkup  showed  that  of  473  towns 
in  which  theaters  were  operating, 
401  had  signed  up  opposing  the 
measure,  eight  were  in  favor  of  it 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


nesses.  Answers,  which  covered  300 
pages,  also  detailed  alleged  instances 
of  coercive  acquisitions  of  theaters 
and  distress  methods  of  selling  prod- 
ucts to  independents. 

In  addition,  the  answers  covered 
the  identities  of  23  independent  pro- 
ducers who,  the  D  of  J  claims,  have 
been  forced  out  of  the  production  of 
quality  pictures. 

Over  1,000  license  agreements  cov- 
ering the  exhibition  of  films  in  both 
metropolitan  first-run  houses  and 
theaters  in  smaller  towns  are  item- 
ized   as    part    of   the    Government's 

i  Continued  on  Page  4) 


"GWTW"  SET  FOR  14 
N.  Y,  NABE  THEATERS 


First  neighborhood  engagements 
in  the  U.  S.  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  start  in  New  York  on  March 
21.      Picture   is    scheduled   to    start 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Archie  J.  Laurie  Forms 

Buying  Combine  in  Canada 

Toronto — Archie    J.    Laurie,    for- 
merly    assistant     general     manager 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Swiss  Army  Censors 
V.  S.  Film  Imports 

Zurich  (By  Air  Mail) — U.  S.  pix  dis- 
tributed here  are  now  subject  to  mili- 
tary censorship.  Imports,  both  posi- 
tives and  negatives,  can  only  be  cleared 
through  the  Bern  customs  office,  must  be 
shipped  by  mail  or  express  and  must  have 
the  approval  of  the  Army  censor  be- 
fore  submission   to  customs. 
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New  York  City 
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SECURITY 


•  •  •  TWO  "bell-ringing"  promotions  have  been  engineered  by 
UA's  publicity-ad  legions  of  late There's  the  special  Spring  Fash- 
ions  Section   of   Women's   Wear,   whose   contents    give   a   terrific   plug 

to  Alex  Korda's  "Thief  of  Bagdad" and,  too,  the  novel  press  book 

section  for  Walter  Wanger's  "House  Across  the  Bay" Via  the  lat- 
ter, Mr.  Exhib.,  will  be  able  to  prepare  his  local  ad  campaign  in  logical 
sequence  for  maximum  results 


•  •      •     NOT   s'long    ago Frank    (Columbia)    McGrann's 

exploitation  department  heard  that  in  Albany  a  bill  was  being 

planned  by  State  Senator  Edward  J.  Coughlin which  would 

deny  alimony  awards  to  femmes  seeking  their  second  or  subse- 
quent divorce That  was  music  to  the  McGrann  gang's  ears 

jor  here,  indeed,  was  an  opportunity  to  further  "go  to  town" 

in  behalf  of  the  hail  Columbia's  "Too  Many  Husbands" 

so  they  suggested  to  the  Senator  that  he  christen  his  measure  the 

"Too-Many-Husbands  Bill" Acquiescence  followed so 

did  the   bill's  introduction    (Tuesday) Then  something   else 

followed,  namely a  nice  landslide  of  publicity  for  the  Colum- 
bia opus via  the  wire  services  and  radio Since  the  said 

opus  slides  gaily  into  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall  today the 

break  came  at  a  most  opportune  time  for  b.o.  results The 

campaign  on  "Too  Many  Husbands,"  by-the-by,  is  of  that  rugged, 
opportune  stuff  which  characterized  the  late  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington" .  ..... 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     UNTIL    somebody    challenges    him Thomas    White    is 

herewith  recorded  as  the  champ  GWTW  patron He's  lamped  "The 

Wind"  eight  times  as   a  paying  customer  during  the  Fort  Worth   run 

When  Charlie  Garden,  manager  of  the  Hollywood  Theater  there, 

found  out   about  White's   avidity he   gave   the   latter   a  pass    for 

the    remainder   of    the    run whereupon    Mister    White    went    eight 

times  more  on  the   Annie   Oakley making   his  GWTW   record    16 

full  inspections 

T  T  T 


IT'S  Ampa  today — an  assured  "knockout"  meetin' 


at  Dempsey's! 


Rites  in  St.  Louis  Today 

for  Reeves  Espy's  Father: 

St.  Louis — Masonic  funeral  ser-  j 
vices  will  be  held  here  today  for 
James  C.  Espy,  71,  father  of  Reeves 
Espy,  Sam  Goldwyn  vice-prexy,  and 
Cullen  Espy,  FWC  district  manager 
in  Los  Angeles.  Burial  will  be  in 
Bellefontaine  Cemetery. 

Espy  served  as  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  from 
1913  to  1921.  Prior  to  that  he  had 
been  secretary  to  the  Chief  of  Po- 
lice. 

Death  was  due  to  a  heart  attack 
suffered  Monday  in  a  convalescent 
home  in  Webster  Grove.  He  resided 
at  the  Melville  Hotel. 

In  addition  to  his  sons  he  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Espy  and  a-  daughter,  Mrs.  William 
W.  MacDonald. 


East  Beating  West  in  RKO 
"Smith  Month"  Sales  Drive 


Andy  Smith's  Eastern  division  is 
leading  Cresson  E.  Smith's  Western 
division  in  the  first  week  of  the 
"Smith  Month"  period  in  the  RKO 
Ned  Depinet  Drive.  The  Toronto 
branch,  where  J.  F.  Meyers  is  man- 
ager, leads  the  38  exchanges  in  the 
U.  S.  and  Canada  in  the  number  of 
film   shipments. 


Canadian  Picture  Pioneers 
to  Elect  Officers  Mar.  27 


Toronto — Canadian  Picture  Pion- 
eers Club,  which  has  Oscar  Hanson 
and  Ray  Lewis  as  moving  spirits, 
will  elect  officers  at  a  luncheon  rally 
here  March  27. 


cominG  ADD  GOinG 


WILLIAM  WYLER  and  his  wife,  MARGARET 
TALLICHET,  arrive  here  today  on  the  Nieuw 
Amsterdam    after    a     12-day    cruise. 

THOMAS  MITCHELL  is  en  route  East  from 
the   Coast   for  a   vacation. 


oF'ro 


Philly  Indies  Enter 
SquawHs  Over  Duals 

Philadelphia — Indies  in  this  territory 
are  reported  heading  for  a  showdown 
with  exchanges  on  the  duals  issue  stem- 
ming from  the  fact  that  circuits  are 
double  featuring  certain  top  pix,  pre- 
sumably acquired  by  them  at  flat  rent- 
als, while  the  indies  are  being  required 
to  take  them  on  high  percentages.  In- 
dies contend  they  cannot  play  such  pix 
at  percentages  up  to  40  per  cent  after 
an  earlier  run  has  doubled :  featured 
them. 


Three  Matinee  Telecasts 
of  Feature  Pix  Next  Week 


NBC's  W2XBS  will  televise  three 
feature  films  next  week:  "The  Glory 
Trail,"  Sunday  afternoon;  "Cheating 
Blondes,"  Wednesday  afternoon,  and 
"Wolves  of  the  Underworld,"  Thurs- 
day afternoon. 


Bioff  Hearing  to  Conclude 

Chicago  —  William  Bioff  habeas 
corpus  hearing  will  be  concluded  be- 
fore Justice  John  Prystalski  here 
today.  Bioff  testified  yesterday  over 
the  objections  of  State's  Attorney 
Cunningham,  declaring  he  believed 
he  had  been  cleared  of  the  old 
charges. 


Lasky,  RKO  Dickering 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Jesse  L.  Lasky  and 
RKO  are  continuing  negotiations 
whereby  Lasky  may  return  to  RKO 
production.  However,  neither  prin- 
cipal would  disclose  any  details  until 
the  deal  is  definitely  closed. 


JESSE  LASKY,  JR.  has  left  Hollywoo<T"ror  a 
vacation  in  San  Francisco  after  completing 
work  on  the  script  of  "North  West  Mounted 
Police." 

ALAN  LeMAY  is  in  Chicago.  He  will  arrive 
in   New  York   in   the  next  couple  of  weeks. 

FRANCIS   GOODRICH   and    ALBERT   HACKETT 

are   here   from   the   Coast. 

AKIM  TAMIROFF  leaves  for  the  Coast  to- 
night after  a   brief  vacation   in   New  York. 

EDDIE  CANTOR  is  scheduled  to  leave  the 
Coast  next  week  for  New  York  to  start  work 
on  two  shows  he  plans  to  produce. 

ELIZABETH  INGLIS,  English  actress,  arrives 
on  the  Coast  Monday  to  start  work  on  a  new 
Warner   contract. 

NORMAN  KRASNA  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
Hollywood. 

BLANCHE  RING  goes  to  the  Coast  next  week 
for  a  featured  rcle  in  a  new  Universal  produc- 
tion. 

GEORGE  LEFKO,  RKO  branch  manager  at 
Cleveland   and    his  wife   are   at    Miami   Beach. 

BERT  STEARN,  United  Artists  district  man- 
ager in  C'eveland,  and  MRS.  STEARN  leave  the 
end    of    this    week    for    Florida. 

JACK  and  MRS.  SHULMAN  will  join  the 
Cleveland  film  colony  in   Florida  within  a  week. 


LEO  CONFUCIUS 
SAY: 

"Don't  be  sap! 
Hold-Over  'NORTHWEST 
PASSAGE'  and  get 

plenty  mazumehf 

"Take  tip  from  smart  fellas  who 
holdover  'NORTHWEST  PASSAGF  in 

CHICAGO  SPOKANE        HARRISBURG  WORCESTER 

MINNEAPOLIS       ST.  PAUL         NEW  HAVEN  BRIDGEPORT 

PORTLAND  SEATTLE  SAN  FRANCISCO  PHILADELPHIA 

BOSTON  (State  &  Or pheum  Day  and  Date!)  More  coming!" 


*  Chinese  for  money 


Thursday,  March  7,  1940 


Gov't  Identifies  500  Prospective  Equity  Witnesses 


Indicates  23  independent  Pro- 
ducers May  be  Called 
to  Testify 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

documentary  proof  of  alleged  mon- 
opoly. 

The  D  of  J  states  that  it  is  un- 
able, however,  to  furnish  specific  in- 
formation as  to  agreements  for  the 
division  of  theater  territories  by  the 
majors. 

Instances  of  pooling  arrangements 
between  defendants  was  detailed  as 
to  the  cities  and  theaters  affected,  | 
and  the  dates  of  the  agreements  are  ! 
supplied. 

Gov't  Answers  List  Exhibs. 

Names  of  persons  said  to  have  i 
knowledge  that  certain  defendants ' 
allegedly  attempted  to  monopolize 
exhibition  in  first-run  theaters 
(charge  174  in  the  action)  are  listed 
by  the  Government  in  answer  to  in- 
terrogatory 1-a.  Names,  arranged 
by  cities  where  the  monopolies  are 
said  to  have  occured  are  listed  be- 
low. When  the  persons  had  alleged 
knowledge  of  more  than  one  mono- 
poly, names  are  listed  under  each 
city. 

Albany — Abram    Stone. 

Atlanta — Charles  A.  Adams,  L.  W.  Carter, 
Jack  Elwell,  O.  L.  Gaston,  Frank  Harris, 
W.  T.  Murray,  Claude  D.  Swint,  George 
Wilby,  Atlanta;  Robert  R.  Meyer,  Birming- 
ham;   C.   H.    Rogers,   Avondale   Estates. 

Boston — Irving  Isaacs,  Max  L.  Levenson, 
Frederick  E.  Lieberman,  Walter  B.  Little- 
field,  E.  M.  Loew,  David  Stoneham,  Max 
Sholman,   Boston;   Nathan  Yamins,  Fall   River. 

Brooklyn — Julius  Charnow,  Samuel  Rhon- 
heimer,  Rudolph  Sanders,  Samuel  Strausberg, 
Brooklyn;  William  H.  Applegate,  Jr.,  Sam- 
uel Goodman,  Albert  A.  Hovell,  Edward  L. 
Hyman,  S.  W.  Kaufman,  Jack  La  Reaux, 
H.  Clay  Miner,  Charles  H.  Moses,  Martin 
Newman,  William  Price,  Fred  J.  Schwartz, 
Joseph    R.    Springer,    New    York. 

Buffalo — Nicholas  J.  Basil,  Nikitas  Dip- 
son,  A.   C.   Hayman,   Max  Yellen,   Buffalo. 

Charlotte — Ellis  Blumenthal,  W.  G.  Car- 
michael,  Robert  F.  Hofheimer,  T.  A.  Little, 
Charlotte;   J.   F.    White,  Jr.,   Asheboro. 

Chicago — Angelo  Brescia,  Harold  Costello, 
Robert  Farrell,  Fred  A.  Gilford,  Aaron  Jones, 
Jack  Kirsch,  Edward  Mager,  Jack  Rose,  Mau- 
rice H.  Salkin,  Carmelo  Scribno,  Irving  Sevin, 
Edwin  Silverman,  Harry  Solomon,  Leo  Solo- 
mon, Emil  Stern,  Salvatore  Tomaso,  Herman 
Zoble,    Chicago;    Sam    Meyers,    Wilmette,    111. 

Cincinnati — Frank  W.  Huss,  Jr.,  Saul  H. 
Greenberg,  Cincinnati;  Harold  Bernstein,  Nor- 
wood,  O.;    Asher   Mayer,    New   York. 

Cleveland — Meyer  Kaplan,  Meyer  S.  Fine, 
Max  Lefkowitz,  Moe  B.  Horowitz,  Perce  E. 
Essick,    Cleveland. 

Dallas — L.  G.  Bessinger,  H.  A.  Cole,  Don- 
ald Dixon,  L.  L.  Dunbar,  O.  C.  Easter,  Bob 
Euler,  R.  Z.  Glass,  Charles  L.  Hefley,  H.  C. 
Houston,  Paul  Scott,  R.  J.  Stirnett,  Dallas; 
R.  P.  Condron,  Forney,  Tex.;  F.  M.  Baker, 
Handley,    Tex. 

Denver— E.  B.  Ellison,  DeWitt  C.  Webber, 
Charles   Mclntire,    Denver. 

Houston — O.  B.  Birdges,  J.  L.  Greenwood, 
Jack  Groves,  Sarn  Kircbheimer,  T.  G.  Teeter, 
Robert    Wygant,    Houston. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. — Charles  Esterly,  Frank 
C.  Grubel,  Emanuel  Rolsky,  Stanley  H. 
Schwartz,    Jack    F.    Truitt,    Kansas    City. 

Los  Angeles — Max  Chotiner,  Joe  Leo,  Rob- 
ert Gumbiner,  Joseph  G.  Venable,  Independent 
Theater  O'vners  of  Southern  California,  Mil- 
ton Arthur,  Benjamin  M.  Bernstein,  Jack  Ber- 
man,  William  Fox,  H.  W.  Chotiner,  R.  D. 
Whitson,    Herman    Lewis,    Los   Angeles. 

Memphis — J.  J.  Rhodes,  West  Memphis, 
Ark. 

Milwaukee — Ross  J.  Baldwin,  Wauwatosa, 
Wis.;  James  Boden,  Wilfred  Wagner,  South 
Milwaukee;  George  Fischer,  West  Allis;  Earl 
W.  Fischer,  B.  K.  Fischer,  Andrew  C.  Guten- 
berg, J.  E.  Honthauer,  Elmer  G.  Huhnke, 
Ernst  Langemack,  Harry  Perlweitz,  John  H. 
Silliman,    Charles    Washichneck,     Milwaukee. 


Minneapolis — Bennie  Berger,  George  Benz, 
William  A.    Steffes,   Minneapolis. 

Newark — A.  Bannon,  George  Gold,  H.  A. 
Kirdel,  M.  B.  Schlesinger,  B.  Tendler,  New- 
ark; John  Firnkoess,  Myron  Robinson,  New 
York. 

New  Orleans — E.  M.  Thomassie,  Gretna, 
La.;  J.  L.  Alsina,  M.  J.  Brunet,  R.  J.  Brunet, 
Clarence  Chandler,  Gustave,,  Coats,  W.  A. 
Fonseca,  Alfred  E.  Grosz,  'FranfcR.  Beiderioh, 
M.  S.  Hemstreefc  Miss'  E>"  Jninqua,  .Bert 
Kiern,  R.  J.  Langfidgej'Henry  Lazarus,  Michel 
Pisciatto,  Frank  Ruffinb,  W.  J.'^Salles,  Phillip 
A.    Sliman,   John   Winberry,  New?   Orleatjs. 

New  York — ■Laurence .  Bolognino,  John  Bolte, 
Howard  S.  Cullman,  'Dave'  Rosenzweig;  Jo- 
seph M.  Sider,  Monroe  Stein,  Israel  Zatkin, 
Bernard  Zimetbaum,   New   York. 

Omaha — Ralph  D.  Goldberg,  Sam  Epstein, 
Omaha. 

Philadelphia — David  Barrist,  Allen  M.  Benn, 
Herbert  Elliott,  Ben  Fertel,  William  Goldman, 
George  T.  Graves,  Thomas  Lazarick,  David 
Milgram,  George  Naudascher,  Harry  Perel- 
man,  Milton  Rogasner,  Henry  Rosinsky,  Sid- 
ney Samuelson,  Charles  Segall,  David  Shapiro, 
Sam  Somerson,  William  Spiegal,  Columbus 
Stamper,  Samuel  Waldman,  I.  Yaffe,  George 
F.    Weilland,    Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh — -William  D.  Davis,  Thomas  A. 
Gilbert,   Pittsburgh;    Charles    Morse,    Boston. 

Portland,  Ore.—R.  W.  Wood,  Bob  White, 
H.  J.  Updegraff,  C.  Mitchell,  Hugh  McCredie, 
Carl  Lowe,  Lillian  Lockwood,  G.  E.  Jackson. 
William  Graeper,  Jr.,  I.  Geller,  William  Cutts, 
Kenneth  Cocheline,  Joseph  Brandt,  Kenneth 
Ames,  H.  L.  Aikins,  Portland. 

San  Francisco — Joseph  Blumenfeld,  William 
Fox,  John  J.  Franklin,  Al  Hixon,  H.  Le- 
Ballister,  Allen  Lee,  H.  S.  Levin,  N.  Marnier, 
M.  L.  Markowitz,  Charles  G.  Michaels,  George 
Nasser,  Charles  E.  Petersen,  San  Francisco. 
Seattle — J.  Von  Herberg,  LeRoy  V.  Johnson, 
!  Seattle. 

St.  Paul — Bennie  Berger,  William  A.  Steffes, 
Minneapolis;    Howard    Dale,    Milton    E.    Mont- 
gomery, Joseph  Friedman,   St.   Paul. 
i       Washington — Fred     S.     Kogod,     Charles     H 
Oliver,    William    E.    S.    Wilcox. 

Interrogatory  1-b 

Contracts  and  documents  listed  in 
answer  to  the  defendants'  question 
as  to  location  of  documents  contain- 
ing relevant  facts  tending  to  estab- 
lish the  charge  of  first-run  metro- 
politan monopolies  totaled  540.  Sea- 
sons covered  were  1934-35,  1935-36 
and  1936-37,  with  the  exception  of 
some  UA  contracts  for  1938-39. 
License  agreements  were  voluntarily 
made  available  to  the  D  of  J. 

Certain  long-term  franchises  are 
also  listed  as  operative  between  1927 
and  1937. 

Interrogatory  2-a 

Government  referred  to  the  list 
under  1-a  in  answer  to  the  query  as 
to  the  identity  and  location  of  per- 
sons having  knowledge  of  relevant 
facts  tending  to  establish  charge 
that  the  defendants  combined  and 
conspired  to  establish  first-run  mo- 
nopolies. 

Interrogatory  2-b 

Reference    is    made    to    the    540 
documents  listed  under  1-b. 
Interrogatories  3,  4,  5 

Government's  answer  to  interro- 
gatories on  charges  that  the  defen- 
dants excluded  from  exhibition  in 
first-run  metropolitan  theaters  op- 
erated by  the  defendants,  pictures 
of  other  producers  or  distributors, 
listed  23  names  as  follows: 

I.  E.  Chadwick,  Chadwick  Productions; 
Louis  Weiss,  Weiss  Productions,  Inc.;  Harry 
S.  Webb,  Reliable  Pictures  Corp.;  A.  W. 
Hackel,  Supreme  Pictures  Corp.;  Arthur  Alex- 
ander, Colony  Pictures;  Clifford  Sanforth  and 
Harry  Spitz,  Cameo  Pictures  and  Imperial 
Corp. ;  John  N.  Hicks,  Academy  Pictures,  Inc. ; 
R.  N.  Like,  International  Film  Studios;  Les- 
lie Simmons,  Excelsior  Pictures  Corp.;  Emanuel 
Cohen,     Major     Pictures     Corp.;     Fred     Futter, 


Futter  Productions,  Inc.;  Nat  Levine,  Cajo 
Co.;  Maury  Cohen,  Invincible  Pictures  Corp.; 
Carl  Lesserman,  Grand  National  Distributing 
Corp.;  Samuel  Katzman,  Victory  Pictures 
Corp.;  Boris  Petroff,  Boris  Petrofi  Produc- 
tions; Harold  Lewis,  B.  F.  Zeidman  Produc- 
tions; Leo  J.  McCarthy;  Edward  J.  Peskay; 
Kussell  Mack;  Phil  Goldstone;  E.  S.  Derr, 
Crescent    Pictures    Corp. 

f\f\    Interrogatories  6,  7 

Persons  lisled'  in  answer  to  3,  4, 
5  are '-said  to  have  knowledge  that 
defendants  make  their  product  avail- 
able for  exhibition  in  first-run  the- 
aters of  exhibitor-defendants  to  the 
exclusion  generally  of  pictures  of 
independent  producers.  Documents 
listed  in  answer  to  1-b  and  8-b  and 
the  information  set  out  in  17  are 
incorporated  by  reference. 

Interrogatory   8-a 

Following,  in  addition  to  those 
listed  in  1-a,  are  said  to  have  knowl- 
edge that  in  the  area  in  which  each 
is  located  the  defendants  have  al- 
legedly monopolized  the  first-runs. 

Alabama — W.  E.  Bruce,  Selroa;  D.  E. 
Ponder,     Opelika. 

Arizona — Robert  F.  Killeen,  Phoenix;  Nick 
Diamos,    Frank    Diamos,    Tucson. 

Arkansas — M.  J.  Kilbourn,  Bentonville;  R. 
V.  McGinnis,  Hope;  Saul  Harris,  Eugene  T. 
Oliver,  Little  Rock;  F.  J.  Daugherty,  West 
Helena;    J.    J.    Rhodes,    West    Memphis. 

California — Richard  L.  Bare,  Carmel;  Wil- 
liam J.  Fahey,  Compton;  G.  W.  Page,  Exeter; 
David  L.  Loew,  Hollywood;  Steve  Chorak, 
Mount  Shasta;  L.  L.  Bard,  Passadena;  W.  H. 
Braman,  San  Bernardino;  D.  B.  Levin,  Sam 
Mateo. 

Colorado — H.  E.  Gollogher,  Durango;  A.  N. 
Beezley,  Littleton;  J.  J.  Goodstein,  Longmont. 

Connecticut — William  Brown,  Edward  J. 
Peskay,  Greenwich;  E.  M.  Loew,  Boston,  Mass. 

Delaware — A.  J.  Belair,  Harry  Brubaker, 
Wilmington. 

Florida — Robert  H.  Bordman,  St.  Peters- 
burg; Harry  Bott,  Miami;  Mrs.  Jessie  Mae 
Browne,  Bradenton;  Mrs.  Jessie  Mae  Browne, 
Palmetto;  J.  E.  Churchwell,  Panama  City; 
Aaron  Courshen,  Miami  Beach;  John  A.  Cun- 
ningham, Miami;  N.  V.  Darley,  Tampa;  Louis 
Goodbread,  Lake  Worth;  B.  E.  Gore,  Tampa; 
B.  L.  Hall,  Deland;  D.  V.  Marquis,  Fort 
Pierce;  Harlow  Merryday,  Palatka;  Sidney 
Meyer,  Miami;  M.  C.  Moore,  Jacksonville; 
H.  Pitman,  Clearwater;  Guy  M.  Ragan,  Sara- 
sota; Erwin  Reiss,  St.  Petersburg;  W.  J. 
Stewart,  Palmetto;  Charles  Walder,  Herman 
Weingarten,    Miami. 

Georgia — O.  L.  Gaston,  Atlanta;  Mrs.  T. 
L.  Liggett,  McRae;  Frank  Plaginas,  Gaines- 
ville; Wallace  Smith,  Jr.,  Barnesville;  Fred 
G.    Weis,   Savannah. 

Idaho — A.  C.  Gordon,  Boise,  Idaho;  A.  L. 
Cowan,  Caldwell;  Paul  De  Mordaunt,  Hugh 
Drennen,  Joseph  George,  Albert  Hager,  Idaho 
Falls;  Herman  J.  Brown,  Nampa,  Idaho;  N. 
B.  Gressman,  Harry  C.  O'Leary,  Pocatello. 

Illinois — Joseph  Desberger,  Alton;  Noah 
Bloomer,  Belleville;  Arnold  L.  Lund,  Berwyn; 
N.  Frye,  Danville;  John  M.  Duncan,  Gust 
Constan,  Decatur;  Louis  Moroni,  Jackson  City; 
Steve  Bennis,  Lincoln;  H.  Williams,  Stock- 
ton;   M.    Silverman,    Waukegan. 

Indiana— Oscar  Fine,  Evansville;  Verner  U. 
Young,  Gary;  Billy  Connors,  Marion;  Lewis 
Cochovety,    South     Bend. 

Iowa — J.  M.  Anderson,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Ander- 
son, Boone;  Ira  H.  Lee,  Burlington;  Leo  F. 
Wolcott,  Eldora;  Gail  L.  Pettit,  Houston, 
Texas;  Charles  V.  Brown,  Thomas  A.  Brown, 
Roy  J.  Lumsden,  Iowa  City;  Ludy  Bosten, 
Muscatine;  Vern  S.  Brown,  Omaha,  Neb.; 
Bruno  Pierce,  Joe  Staak,  Oscaloosa;  A.  B. 
Friedman,  Jack  Gelfand,  Odes  A.  B.  Hilton, 
Abe  Sadoff,  Nathan  Sadoff,  Sol  Shulkin,  Sioux 
City;    Nathan    Rosenthal,    Waterloo. 

Kansas — H.  F.  Strowig,  Abilene;  S.  M. 
Wetmore,  Arkansas  City;  H.  L.  Dunnuck, 
Atchison;  Delmer  F.  Harris,  Concordia;  E. 
O  Briles,  Emporia;  Russell  L.  Harris,  Hugo- 
ton;  W.  A.  Weaver,  Iola;  Joseph  A.  Lenski, 
Pittsburgh;  E.  B.  Danielson,  Russell;  Gus 
Diamond,  Salina;  M.  D.  Utterback,  Welling- 
ton;   O.    F.   Sullivan,    Wichita. 

Kentucky — Joseph  W.  Shuck,  Jr.,  Fulton; 
Lee    W.    Moffitt,    Owensboro. 

Louisiana — Gordon  C.  Ogden,  Baton  Rouge; 
George  H.  Mercer,  Cedar  Grove;  Claude  Darce, 


More    Than     1,000     License 

Agreements   Itemized 

by  D  of  J 

Morgan  City;  Roland  Siegle,  Monroe j^'^rry 
Suddath,  Natchitoches;  Arthur  R.  CE  (",ng- 
ham,    Shreveport;    R.    L.    Carnahan,    SmVujr. 

Maine — Newell  B.  Kurson,  Bangor;  Willard 
B.  Harwood,  E.  Braintree,  Mass.;  Erland  E. 
Hardy,  John  Alton  Bragg,  H.  H.  Paul,  Farm- 
iugton;  Wilbur  F.  Goodwin,  Kennebunkport ; 
Abraham  L.  Goldsmith,  Orono;  Abraham  Good- 
side,  Portland;  E.  M.  Loew,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Carroll  T.  Cooney,  Sr.,  Carroll  T.  Cooney, 
Jr.,   Waldoboro. 

Massachusetts — John  S.  Giles,  Cambridge; 
F.  M.  Perry,  Foxboro;  Edward  T.  Bloomberg, 
Gloucester;  William  Siano,  Lexington;  George 
Ramsdall,  Maiden;  Joseph  G.  Spit,  Somerville; 
Adolph    Bendsled,    Wellesley    Hills. 

Michigan — Paul  D.  Ratliff,  Berrien  Springs; 
Margaret  R.  Vanden  Berg,  Grand  Haven; 
Samuel  H.  Himelstein,  Grand  Rapids;  Milton 
Ward-,  St.  Ionia;  Hollis  H.  Chase,  Lake 
Odessa;  Harvey  Callier,  Loyola;  W.  A.  Cas- 
sidy,  Midland;  Oscar  W.  Kendall,  Muskegon; 
Gerald  L.  Kern,  Niles;  M.  G.  Willett,  Owosso. 

Minnesota — Irving  Gillman,  St.  Paul;  Mrs. 
Jessie  L.  Jensen,  White  Bear  Lake;  Carl  P. 
Knudsen,    Red   Lake   Falls. 

Missouri — Mrs.  Marion  C.  Miller,  Bonn 
ville;  Oliver  W.  Williams,  Brookfield;  A.  C. 
Bowman,  Nevada;  J.  T.  Ghosen,  Sedalia;  G. 
L.   Hooper,  Topeka,   Kans. 

Mississippi — Raymond  H.  Fisher  Belzoni;  B. 
Suddith,  Laurel;  W.  R.  Pattie,  Leland;  Guy 
Adams,   Vicksburg. 

Montana— William  E.  Woolfall,  E.  E.  Har- 
ris, Butte;  C.  L.  Griffith,  Billings;  Oscar  C. 
Paisley,     Missoula. 

Nebraska — Frank  E.  Hollingsworth,  Beatrice; 
F.  C.  Luchsinger,  Columbus;  Wm.  N.  Young- 
claus,  Grand  Island;  Sol  O.  Reif,  Hastings; 
Frank  D.  Eager,  George  F.  Monroe,  Donald 
F.    Monroe,    George    O.    Monroe,    Lincoln. 

New  Hampshire — E.  Charbonneau,  Concord; 
Newell  B.  Kurson,  Bangor,  Maine;  Louis  S. 
Rothenberg,    Charles    Morse,    Boston,    Mass. 

New  Jersey — Frank  P.  Gravatt,  Atlantic 
City;  Samuel  and  Joseph  Varbalow,  Camden; 
Jerome  and  Moe  Kridel,  Adolph  J.  Rettig, 
East  Orange;  Louis  S.  Rothenberg  and  Charles 
Morse,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Frank  Gersten,  New 
York;  Max  Snider,  Freehold;  Jacob  Unger, 
Hillside;  Benjamin  Berkowitz,  Charles  Robin 
son,  B.  Spiegel,  Jersey  City;  Julius  Charnow. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Aaron  Dollinger,  Linden; 
Monroe  Schram,  Mala  wan;  James  C.  Forgione, 
Metuchen;  Fred  W.  Falkner,  Netcong;  E. 
Thornton  Kelly,  George  D.  Roedels,  New 
York;  Howard  Lesser,  Patterson;  Giaccomo 
Siccardi,  Plainfield;  Frank  Warren,  Prince 
ton;  James  Rosensohn,  Benjamin  Cohen,  Ro 
selle;  Roth  Bros.,  Summit;  James  Binkov,  A 
Nicoletti,  Union  City;  Eugene  Mori,  Vine 
land;  W.  E.  Smith,  West  Orange. 

New  Mexico — Frank  Maloof,  Las  Vegas 
Victor     Bachechi,     Albuquerque. 

North  Carolina — F.  C.  Hanks,  Jr.,  Lenoir 
Boyd  B.  Horton,  Concord;  Alfred  E.  Miller, 
Wilson;   Joe   W.    Mitchell,   Spencer. 

North  Dakota — William  McCarthy,  Fargo. 

Ohio — Robert  C.  Menches,  Akron;  Moe 
Horowitz,  Cuyahoga  Falls;  Peter  M.  Wellman, 
Girard;  Theodore  and  Gus  Chifos,  Logan;  D. 
P  Bowman,  Marion;  Earl  V.  Seitz,  Alden 
Seitz,  Sandusky;  William  Settos,  Springfield; 
Joseph  W.  Trunk,  Youngstown;  John  Papulias, 
Steubenville;  J.   M.   Ulmer,  Cleveland. 

Oregon— F.  W.  Harrigan,  Corvallis;  John 
Neidenmeyer,    Medford. 

Pennsylvania — Harry  Fried,  Ardmore;  Jo- 
seph Conway,  Bals-Cynwyd;  Melvin  Kofi, 
Darby;  Joseph  Wodock,  Doyleston;  Chris  Lam- 
pros,  Farrell;  Joseph  Weiss,  William  Weiss, 
Al  Weiss,  McKeesport;  H.  A.  Batastini, 
Punxsutawney ;  I.  Ouslander,  Scranton;  Harry 
Stahl,     Sharon. 

Rhode  Island — M.  A.  Shea,  New  York;  E. 
M.  Loew,  Louis  S.  Rothenberg  and  Charles 
Morse,    Boston. 

South  Carolina — Fred  S.  Curdts,  Greenville; 
W.  E.  Field,  West  Greenville;  P.  C.  Osteen, 
Anderson;    H.    B.    Ram,    Aiken. 

South  Dakota — Robert  Mass,  J.  P.  Hart 
man,  Aberdeen;  Nelson  Logan,  Mitchell;  Rich- 
ard  H.    Wagner,    Sioux   Falls. 

Tennessee — E.  F.  Stein,  Jackson;  George 
Denton,    Knoxville. 

Texas — Jim    Golding,    Amarillo;    Barton    Mc- 

Lendon,    Atlanta;     B.    Legg,    Denison;     I.     B. 

Adelman,    Sam    Archibald,    C.    A.    Dickey,    D. 

J.    Hightower,   Leon   B.    Lewis,   Louis   Richker, 

(Continued  on  Page  S) 
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"GWTW"SETF0R14 
N.Y.NABE  THEATERS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  a  string1  of  other  Loew  suburban 
theaters  a  week  later.  Same  ad-i 
mission  prices  and  policy  will  prevail' 
as  during  the  Broadway  engagement; 
at  the  Capitol.  \ 

The  Valencia  in  Jamaica  and  the^ 
Paradise  in  The  Bronx  will  be  thei 
leadoff  neighborhood  houses  to  pre- 
sent "GWTW."  On  March  28-'  pic- 
ture goes  into  Loew  houses  in  White 
Plains,  New  Rochelle,  Yonkers,-»awa 
Mt.  Veraon.  In  Manhattan  it  will 
open  at  the  175th  Street,  72nd  Street, 
83rd  Street,  Olympia  and  Lexington; 
in  Brooklyn,  at  the  Pitkin  and  Kings. 
A  special  premiere  will  be  staged 
in  Harlem  at  the  Victoria  on  April  4. 


London  (By  Cable)— GWTW  opens 
simultaneously  at  the  Empire,  Pal- 
ace and  Ritz,  West  End  houses,  in 
mid-April. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.— GWTW,  which 
played  to  approximately  67,000  per- 
sons during  a  four-week  run  at 
Loew's  Theater  in  January,  opens 
tomorrow  for  a  one-week  run  at  the 
Senate. 


Milwaukee — GWTW,  which  closed 
a  five-week  run  Feb.  29  at  Fox's 
Palace,  will  reopen  tomorrow  at  the 
circuit's    Strand. 


Drafts  "Daily  Dozen"  to  Sweeten  Warner 

House  Managers,  Hot  Reduce  Waistlines 

Chicago — A  "daily  dozen"  designed  to  make  Warner  theater  managers  in  the  Chi- 
cago zone  "sweeter"  rather  than  to  reduce  their  waistlines  has  been  passed  along  by 
Charles   H.    Ryan.      Here  they   are: 

1 — A  little  patience — at  least  once.      2 — One   minute   ot   unselfishness.      3 — Two   or 

three  kind  words.     4 — A  bit  of  self-control.      5 — A  flash  of  generosity.      6 — A  prompt 

excuse — for  the   other   fellow.      7 — A   noble    thought — of    noble    music    recalled.      8 — A 

.    good  deed — not  left  undone.     9— A  little  prayer — for  a   friend   in  trouble.      10 — A  mo- 

vfl^nt  of  thankfulness — for  benefits  enjoyed.      11 — One  large  smile.     12— A  bit  of  music. 


Archie  J.  Laurie  Forms 

!t  ^Buying  Combine  in  Canada 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Empire-Universal  Films,  has  organ- 
ized Laurie  Theaters  Ltd.,  with  of- 
fices at  277  Victoria  St.  Company's 
activities  will  include  the  buying  and 
booking  of  film  for  a  limited  number 
of  theaters,  a  theater  premium  ser- 
vice, and  the  buying,  selling  and 
leasing-  of  theaters. 


Truman  Talley  Confers 

With  Secretary  of  State 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Truman  Talley,  vice- 
prexy  and  producer  of  Movietone 
News,  was  in  Washington  yesterday 
conferring  with  Secretary  of  State 
Hull.  Talley  was  closeted  with  the 
Secretary  for  40  minutes  and  it  was 
believed  he  gave  Hull  some  first- 
hand information  in  conditions 
affecting  newsreel  operation  in  the 
war  areas. 
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"GREAT  BOOKS  MAKE  6REAT  PICTURES 

COL.  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 

MAX  SCHUSTER 

GILBERT  SELDES 

BRIAN  AHERNE 

JOAN  FONTAINE 

KAY  BROWN 

ANNIE  LAURIE  WILLIAMS 

PASCAL  COVICI 

HENRY  HULL 

JOHN  SELBY 

And  Others 


H 


JACK  DEMPSEY'S 
8th  Ave.  &  50th  St. 


$1.00  to  members 
$1.25  to  non-members 


^Jodcuf,  at  12:45  p..  m. 


1,000  Attend  Last  Rites 
for  Archie  Mayo's  Mother 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

West  79th  St.,  for  Mrs.  Jonas  Kahn, 
75,  mother  of  Archie  Mayo,  film  di- 
rector. Latter,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Mayo,  arrived  in  New  York  from 
the  Coast  on  Tuesday  to  be  present 
at  the  rites. 

The  services  were  very  largely 
attended,  more  than  a  thousand  peo- 
ple taxing  the  capacity  of  the  Cha- 
pel. Floral  pieces  also  were  un- 
usually numerous. 

Interment  was  in  Mt.  Neboh  Ceme- 
tery, Cypress  Hills,  L.  I. 


Eastman  Sues  to  Compel 

Granting  of  Dye  Patent 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

way  P.  Coe,  Commissioner  of  Pat- 
ents, seeking  to  compel  him  to  grant 
a  patent  on  a  series  of  dyes  used  in 
making  photo  films.  Eastman  Kodak 
purchased  the  rights  to  the  process 
from  Leslie  G.  S.  Booker  and  sought 
patents  but  Coe  ruled  previous  pat- 
ents already  covered  it. 


"Movie  People  Needlessly 
Sun-Shy  of  Tele" — Morton 

Chicago  —  Television,  Alfred  H. 
Morton,  vice-prexy  of  NBC  in  charge 
of  television,  said  here  yesterday, 
will  whet  the  appetite  of  the  public 
for  more  entertainment.  "Movie  peo- 
ple," he  stated,  "have  been  partic- 
ularly gun-shy  of  television,  and  need- 
lessly so,  I  think,  because  televi- 
sion will  be  developed  as  a  plus,  or 
supplemental,  service  to  motion  pic- 
tures." 

He  also  said  that  Chicago  would  be 
the  second  market  of  the  country  for 
television. 


Wometco  Opens  14th  House 

Miami — Wometco  opens  the  Cen- 
ter, its  fourteenth  house,  here  this 
week.  Flynn  Stubblefield  will  man- 
age, with  Al  Prescott  as  assistant. 
Theater  is  equipped  for  presenta- 
tions. 


Storms  Hit  N.  H.'s  B.  O. 

Concord,  N.  H. — Third  successive 
heavy  snow  storm  in  as  many  weeks 
has  New  Hampshire  showmen  grog- 
gy, crippled  traffic  hitting  the  b.o. 
a  resounding  wallop. 


Tyrone  Power  Injured 

West  Coast  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Injured    in    a    skiing 
mishap,  Tyrone  Power  will  be  con- 
fined to  his  home  for  several  weeks. 


N.W.  ALLIED  FAVORS 
NEELY  BILL  PASSAGE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  passed,  including  sending  a  copy 
of  the  resolution  to  all  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  North  and  &  ith 
Dakota  and  Minnesota.  ^r'' 

2.  That  playing  of  pictures  on  a 
percentage  basis  is  unfair  to  inde- 
pendent exhibs.  and  that  they  re- 
frain from  playing  on  percentage. 

3.  That  16  mm.  pictures  are  a 
menace  to  exhibitors  and  that  Al- 
lied officials  notify  all  members  of 
any  company  which  licenses  its  prod- 
uct for  16  mm.  exhibition  and  name 
the  pictures. 

4.  That  the  convention  go  on  rec- 
ord as  against  the  forcing  of  shorts 
and  newsreels  in  order  to  obtain 
feature  pictures. 

The  resolutions  committee  and  the 
committee  to  plan  unit  organizations 
of  N.  W.  Allied  through  the  Dakotas 
and  Minnesota  was  in  secret  session 
during  the  forenoon.  Unit  organi- 
zation report  was  said  to  empower 
the  board  of  directors  to  work  out 
a  plan  of  dividing  the  territory  into 
districts  headed  by  regional  directors 
who  will  work  with  and  through  the 
central  office.  Units  would  have 
their  own  meetings  and  work  out. 
their  problems  as  best  they  can. 

A  telegram  was  sent  to  Herman 
Wobber,  20th-Fox  sales  chief,  asking 
him  to  notify  exchanges  of  the  com- 
pany's new  cancellation  ruling,  N. 
W.  Allied  understanding  that  20  per 
cent  cancellation  is  in  effect. 

Regular  convention  of  N.  W.  Al- 
lied, at  which  a  new  board  of  gov- 
ernors and  officers  will  be  elected, 
will  be  held  some  time  in  May. 


Eddie  Cantor  to  Produce 
Two  Shows  on  Broadway 

West    Coast  Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Eddie  Cantor  leaves 
here  in  about  10  days  to  produce  two 
shows  on  Broadway.  He  will  not  act 
in  either.  The  first  will  be  a  farce, 
"For  the  Rich  They  Sing,"  by  Les- 
ter White  and  Bud  Pearson.  The 
second  is  described  as  a  fantasy  with 
music,  tentatively  titled  "Darn  That 
Dream."  The  book  is  by  Cantor  and 
John  B.  Hymer.  It  calls  for  a  col- 
ored  cast. 


Two  Stay  On  In  Chi. 

Chicago— "The  Light  That  Failed" 
is  held  over  for  a  fourth  week  at 
the  Apollo  theater,  while  "North- 
west Passage"  goes  into  a  third 
week  at  the  United  Artists  theater. 


Stahl  to  Produce  for  Col. 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  John  M.  Stahl  will 
produce  several  pictures  for  Colum- 
bia and  conferences  will  start  at 
once  on  selection  of  his  first  story. 


George  Robinson  Dead 

George      Robinson,      70,      former 
Brooklyn  theater  owner,  is  dead. 
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RESUMPTION  OF  BIZ 
IN  ITALY  IS  SEEN 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

could  not  help  but  be  pessimistic 
over  the  prospects.  The  war  is  cost- 
ing^Jlions  and  somebody  is  going 
to  :,3"7ve  to  foot  the  bill,  he  said. 
Pictures  are  bound  to  be  affected 
when  the  day  of  reckoning  comes. 
In  addition,  he  declared,  the  market 
is  closed  in  most  of  the  European 
countries. 

Italy  claims  it  has  enough  pictures 
without  American  product.  How- 
ever, Lange  predicted  that  even- 
tually U.  S.  companies  would  re- 
sume distribution  in  the  Italian  mar- 
ket but  on  Italy's  own  terms.  He 
said  Italy  appeared  to  be  waiting 
for  the  American  companies  to  make 
the  first  move,  as  it  is  apparent 
that  some  revenue  can  be  realized 
from  the  Italian  market,  even 
though  the  total  could  not  compare 
with  former  figures. 

There  were  271  pictures,  domes- 
tic and  imported,  available  in  Italy 
last  year  and  industry  authorities 
claimed  that  attendance  had  not  been 
affected,  Lange  said.  He  believed, 
however,  that  the  first  and  second- 
run  houses  were  suffering,  although 
the  later  subsequents  were  doing 
good  business.  Lange  said  he  would 
not  be  in  favor  of  resuming  business 
in  Italy  because  of  the  precedent  it 
would  set.  He  asserted  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  other  countries 
from  establishing  similar  monopoly 
decrees  if  American  companies  ac- 
cepted Italy's  terms. 

The  situation  in  Spain  also  ap- 
peared hopeless  insofar  as  getting 
money  out  of  the  country,  Lange 
said.  American  companies  can  do 
business  there,  but  it  must  be  con- 
ducted under  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  government.  A  sum  equal 
to  the  production  cost  is  required 
as  a  deposit  if  an  American  com- 
pany wanted  to  produce  in  Spain. 
The  deposit  would  be  returned  when 
the  picture  was  exported.  Other  re- 
strictions also  make  operations  in 
Spain  difficult. 

Money  is  "tight"  in  France,  Lange 
continued.  While  restrictions  are 
not  yet  in  force,  Lange  said  he  be- 
lieved the  time  was  coming  when  the 
same  restrictions  now  in  force  in 
England  would  be  adopted  by  France. 
Production  is  at  a  standstill,  al- 
though 40  pictures  were  partially 
completed  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
war. 

Lange  said  he  doubted  if  Amer- 
ican companies  would  ever  again 
send  over  complete  programs  to 
Europe,  believing  that  only  the 
more  important  pictures  would  be 
exported. 


Yost  Funeral  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
morrow afternoon  at  2  o'clock  in  the 
Universal  Chapel,  Lexington  Ave. 
and  56th  St..  for  William  Yost,  60, 
who  died  suddenly  in  Miami  Beach. 
Deceased  operated  two  film  houses 
in  New  York. 

Interment  will  be  in  Lutheran 
Cemetery,  Queens. 


Hungarian  Gov't  to  Fix  Percentage  Terms 

if  Distribs.  and  Exhibs.  Unable  to  Agree 

Budapest  (By  Cabie) — As  a  step  toward  increasing  film  production  in  Hungary, 
now  varying  from  25  to  30  pictures  a  year,  a  plan  of  paying  film  rentals  out  of  box 
office  receipts  at  varying  percentages  is  to  be  tried  out.  Percentage  will  vary  with  the 
origin,  length  and  age  of  the  films  played.  It  is  hoped  that  sharing  in  receipts  will 
stimulate    producers    to   make   more   and    better   films. 

If  distributor  and  exhibitor  are  unable  to  agree  on  percentage  figures,  the  Na- 
tional  Film   Committee,   a   government   agency,   will    fix   them. 


First  Telecast  from  Plane  "Grapes"  at  Both  Advanced 

Suffers  Visibility  Handicap       and  Regular  Prices  in  Wis. 


RCA-NBS  and  RCA  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  collaborated  at  1:30  p.m.  yes- 
terday in  staging,  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  United  Air  Lines  which  fur- 
nished a  Flight  Research  ship,  a 
first  experimental  television  program 
originating  from  the  plane  as  it 
flew  over  LaGuardia  Field  and  vari- 
ous points  of  interest  in  the  Met- 
ropolitan area. 

Equipment  used  in  the  aerial  dem- 
onstration was  especially  designed 
for  lightness  and  portability.  RCA- 
NBC  officials  characterized  the  45- 
minute  experiment  as  a  preview  of 
future   television  usage. 

Favorable,  but  not  ideal,  flying 
and  atmospheric  conditions  prevailed. 
Set  owners  in  the  midtown  Manhat- 
tan area  canvassed  agreed  that  the 
experiment  was  interesting,  but 
found  the  screen  images  lacking  in 
clarity.  Engineers  pointed  out  that 
over  and  above  visibility  handicap, — 
there  were  clouds  and  haze— regis- 
tration of  images  was  naturally  im- 
paired by  the  plane's  vibration. 


Milwaukee  —  "Grapes  of  Wrath" 
played  in  at  least  a  half  dozen  Wis- 
consin towns  at  hiked  admission 
prices  with  other  towns  showing  the 
flicker  at  regular  admission  prices. 
At  Fox's  Wisconsin  here  and  at  the 
Parkway  in  Madison,  top  admission 
was  60  cents  for  the  flicker  with 
loges  at  the  Wisconsin  going  for  75 
cents.  Regular  top  has  been  50 
cents.  Pix  has  been  held  over  for  a 
second  week  at  the  Wisconsin  here. 

The  Sheboygan,  Kenosha,  Vene- 
tian in  Racine  and  Strand  in  Osh- 
kosh,  all  offered  the  film  at  regular 
admission  prices. 


Cliff  Lewis  Takes  Charge 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Cliff  Lewis,  head  of 
Para.'s  studio  publicity,  advertising 
and  exploitation,  has  taken  active 
charge  of  the  publicity  department 
with  Bert  Hollowy  as  general  pub- 
licity assistant. 


789  TEXA  THEATERS 

AGAINST  NEELY  BILL 
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and  64  were  unreported.  A  further 
breakdown  of  the  figures,  Walker 
pointed  out,  disclosed  that  of  a  to- 
tal of  899  theaters  in  these  towns, 
789  had  signed  up  protesting  the 
passage  of  the  block-booking  bill,  17 
were  for  the  bill  and  93  had  not 
reported. 

The  survey  covered  86.4  per  cent 
of  the  to-wns  operating  in  Texas, 
or  88.5  per  cent  of  the  theaters.  The 
towns  unreported  were  less  than  5,- 
000  population  and  38  of  them  had 
a  population  of  1,000  or  less. 

Reorganization  of  the  TOPA  pro- 
vided  for  21  directors,  one  to  be 
elevated  from  each  Congressional 
district.  The  majority  must  at  all 
times  be  independent  theater  own- 
ers. Meetings  were  held  in  various 
Congressional  districts  and  the  fol- 
lowing directors  were  elected: 

F.  L.  Wolk,  Julius  Gordon,  C.  H. 
Cox,  Harold  Robb,  R.  J.  O'Donnell, 
George  Chatmus,  O.  L.  Smith,  F.  D. 
Wilke,  L.  O.  Wallace,  Tom  White, 
J.  C.  Chatmus,  C.  W.  Sadler,  W.  J. 
Wilke,  H.  A.  Daniel,  D.  J.  Young, 
Roy  Pringle,  M.  D.  Wooten,  Herschel 
Crawford,  J.  J.  Jiminez  and  Henry 
Reeves. 

Purpose  of  the  group  is  to  pro- 
tect exhibitors  from  unfair  legisla- 
tion and  taxation. 


WQXR  Program  Will  Review 
Current  Embassy  Newsreel 

First  regular  weekly  radio  pro- 
aram  reviewing  current  newsreels 
snd  aimed  to  promote  attendance  at 
newsreel  theaters  will  e*o  on  the  air 
from  6:30  to  6:45  tonight  over 
WQXR,  New  York,  under  the  spon- 
sorship of  the  Embassy  Newsreel 
Theaters. 

Program,  with  commentary  by 
•Tames  Clemenger,  will  use  guest  ar- 
tists from  the  ranks  of  newsreel 
cameramen,  editors  and  others. 
Guest  artist  for  the  first  program 
will  be  Al  Waldron,  Fox  Movietone 
cameraman. 

Pattern  calls  for  a  five  minute  com- 
mentary on  the  latest  news,  a  brief 
interview  with  a  newsreel  person- 
ality and  a  final  discussion  of  the 
short  subjects  running  in  the  the- 
aters. 


Derr  Buys  Racing  Story 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — E.  B.  Derr  has  bought 
"Don't  Bet  on  Horses,"  based  on  ma- ; 
terial  gathered  by  Martin  Monney 
from  disqualified  jockies  and  train- 
ers who  revealed  many  undercover 
ways  by  which  the  best  horses  can 
lose  races. 


"Heritage"  Being  Edited 

French  Cinema  Theater  is  ready- 
ing •  "Heritage,"  starring  Juanita 
Montengero,  for  early  release. 
Charles  ^).  Jahrblum  and  Gerry  H. 
Saunders  are  doing  the  editing  and 
English   titles. 
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ATLAS  LISTS  RKO,  GTE 
AND  PARA.  HOLDINGS 


Government  Bares  Names  of  500 
Witnesses  in  N.Y.  Equity  Suit 


8ALABAN  TELLS  GOV'T 
OWNINGTHEATERSAIDS 
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disclose  RKO  Corp.  6  per  cent  1941 
debentures,  represented  by  full-paid 
certificates,  in  principal  amount  of 
$2,169,850,  and  $1,101,199.06  based 
on  Dec.  30,  market  quotations;  and 
RKO  Corp.  6  per  cent  debentures, 
1941,  in  principal  amount  of  $270,- 
776,  and  $137,418.87  based  on  Dec. 
30,  1939,  market  quotations. 

Preferred  stock  listings  included 
4,300  shares  of  Paramount  Pictures, 
Inc.,  6  per  cent  Convertible  Cumula- 
tive 1st,  whose  total  value  on  Dec. 
30,  1939,  was  $367,650  based  on  mar- 
ket quotations;  and  5,000  shares  of 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  6  per  cent 
Convertible  Cumulative  2nd,  whose 
Dec.  30  market  quotation  amount 
was  $45,000. 

Common  stock  holdings  included 
7,000  shares  of  General  Theaters 
Equipment  Corp.,  market  quotation 
value  as  of  Dec.  30,  1939,  being  $87,- 
500;  17,400  shares  of  RKO  Corp. 
common  at  $21,750  total  value  that 
day,  and  310,412  shares  of  RKO 
Corp.  common,  represented  by  full- 
paid  certificates,  at  $388,015.35. 

Commenting  upon  the  report, 
Prexy  Floyd  B.  Odium  pointed  out 
Atlas  is  RKO's  largest  stockholder, 
and  said:  "The  motion  picture  indus- 
try has  major  problems  facing  it  in- 
cluding those  brought  about  by  wars 
in  various  parts  of  the  world  which 
have  interfered  with  the  income  from 
abroad.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  the  foresight  and  efficiencies 
needed  to  solve  these  problems  will 
eventually  place  the  industrv  in  a 
position    stronger   than    ever." 


Lynch,  New  Dies  Counsel, 
May  Conduct  Pix  Hearings 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tee  and  will  probably  conduct  the 
film  industry  hearing,  Chaii'man  Dies 
has  announced.  Lynch  replaces 
Rhea  Whitley  who  resigned.  All 
members  of  the  committee  approved 
the  appointment. 

Dies  left  for  Florida  after  the 
appointment.  No  decision  has  been 
made  as  to  whether  the  film  hear- 
ings will  be  held  here  or  on  the 
West  Coast. 


Maxine  Elliott  Dies 

Cannes,  France  (By  Cable) — Max- 
ine Elliott,  67,  famed  U.  S.  actress, 
is  dead  at  her  chateau  at  Juan  Les 
Pins.  Miss  Elliott  appeared  in  films 
in    1916   and   1917. 


"Outsider"  for  Carnegie 

Alliance's  "The  Outside"  will  fol- 
low' "Louise"  at  the  Little  Carnegie. 


STORKS! 


Manchester,  N.  H. — Frank  La- 
marre,  manager  of  the  Palace  The- 
ater, has  a  new  daughter. 


(Continued 
L.  C.  Tidball,  Fort  Worth;  Sam  Braslau,  I 
Galveston;  L.  M.  Threet,  Lufkin;  B.  F.  White, 
Orange;  T.  W.  Lewis,  Texarkana;  S.  G.  Fry, 
H.  E.  Fulgham,  Tyler;  Rubin  Frels',  Victoria; 
George  W.  Belcher,  Wharton;  V.  E.  Hamm, 
Wichita    Falls. 

Utah — W.   Vosco   Call,   Brigham   City. 

Vermont — Newell  B.  Kurson,  Bangor,  Me. ; 
P.    S.    Murray,   Middlebury. 

Virginia — J.  F.  Falls,  Emanuel  J.  Stutz, 
Danville;  J.  B.  Trent,  Lynchburg;  Robert 
Levine,  Portsmouth;  Jeff  Hefheimer,  Staunton. 

Washington — J.  A.  Brandt,  Bremerton; 
Mike  Barovich,  Puyallup;  Loren  Wahl,  Bell- 
ingham;  Benjamin  F.  Shearer,  Bremerton;  A. 
T.  Dishman,  Dishman;  W.  B.  McDonald, 
Olympia;     H.     D.     McBride,     Spokane. 

West  Virginia — E.  R.  Custer,  Charleston; 
Riehnold   J,    Hiehle,    Parkersburg. 

Wisconsin — C.  J.  Goetz,  Beloit;  William 
L.  Ainsworth,  Fond  du  Lac;  Virginia  Den 
Dooven,  George  Hannon,  Green  Bay;  J. 
Zanias,  Janesville;  Frank  Koppelberger,  La 
Crosse;  Arthur  P.  Desameaux,  Madison;  Jo- 
seph Luntz,  New  York;  Steve  Dorcey,  Mrs. 
W.  Krusienske,  Max  Krofta,  20th  Century 
Amusement  Co.,  Racine;  August  Berkholtz, 
West   Bend. 

Interrogatory    8-b 

In  addition  to  the  contracts  listed 
under  1-b,  the  Government  listed 
500  agreements  entered  into  between 
distributor  defendants  and  exhibitor 
defendants. 

Interrogatory   9-a 

Government  claimed  that  each  per- 
son listed  under  8-a  has  knowledge 
that  in  the  area  in  which  he  is  lo- 
cated the  defendants  listed  in  each 
case  are  alleged  to  have  combined 
and  conspired  with  each  other  to 
monopolize  the  first  or  preferred 
runs. 

Interrogatory   9-b 

Documents    listed    under    8-b    are 
incorporated   by   reference. 
Interrogatory  10 

Government  was  unable  to  fur- 
nish specific  information  requested 
respecting  the  division  of  territory 
among  producer-exhibitor  defen- 
dants, except  as  set  forth  in  items 
7-a  and  7-b  of  the  consolidated  bill 
of  particulars. 

Interrogatory  11 

Defendants  request  for  specific  in- 
stances of  coercion  against  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  through  threat  to 
build  a  competiig  theater,  withhold- 
ing of  product,  purchase  of  a  site 
near  an  independent  house,  threat 
to  purchase  an  equity  in  a  theater, 
threat  to  impose  unreasonable  clear- 
ance was  a  list  of  103  alleged  in- 
stances where  one  or  more  of  the 
devices  are  charged  to  have  been 
used. 

Interrogatories  12,  13,  14,  15,  16 

Answering  queries  for  specific  in- 
stances of  situation  where  a  defen- 
dant refused  to  license  its  product 
to  an  indie  in  favor  of  another  de- 
fendant; where  one  defendant  dis- 
tributor continued  to  unreasonably 
supply  an  affiliated  when  an  inde- 
pendent sought  the  same  run;  where 
an  independent  exhibitor  was  pre- 
vented from  securing  first-runs 
through  unfair  competitive  condi- 
tions; where  an  independent  was 
relegated  to  an  inferior  position 
when  a  theater  affiliated  with  any 
defendant  came  into  competition 
with  it;  and,  where  a  defendant  dis- 
tributor which  had   been   serving  a 
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| theater  stopped  product  in  favor  of 

an  affiliated  competitor,  the  Govern - 
!  ment  listed  478  alleged  cases,  with 
!  detailed   information. 

Theater   operators   listed   in   New 

York  and  New  Jersey  include: 

Harry  Brandt,  William  Brandt,  Max  Gold- 
baum,  Haring  &  Blumenthal,  William  M. 
Farley,  Abraham  Stone,  George  W.  and  George 
N  King,  Elias  Bernstein,  John  Manheimer, 
George  J.  Rudnick,  Max  Leventhal,  Michael 
Meyerwitz,  Samuel  and  Solomon  Strausberg, 
George  H.  MacKenna,  A.  C.  Haymen,  George 
Rosing,  Max  Yellen,  Nikitas  Dipson,  Nicholas 
Basil,  William  H.  Mack,  Joseph  Quittner, 
Thomas  Di  Lorenzo,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Benjamin 
Knobel,  Charles  O'Reilly,  Charles  Steiner, 
William  Yoost,  Benjamin  and  Joseph  Borde- 
naro,  Philip  Eisenberg,  Sidney  Dwore,  Alex 
Feltman,  Sam  and  Morris  S.  Silverman,  John 
Gardner,  C  V.  Martina,  Leonard  Rosenthal, 
C.  C.  Gordon,  Frank  P.  Gravatt,  Samuel  and 
Joseph  Varanlow,  Jerome  and  Moe  Kridel, 
Adolph  Rettig,  Louis  S.  Rothenberg,  Charles 
Morse,  Frank  Gersten,  Max  Snider.  Monroe 
Schram,  Jacob  Unger,  Benjamin  Berkowicz, 
Charles  Robinson,  B.  Spiegel,  Julius  Charnow, 
Aaron  Dollinger,  Monroe  Schram,  James  C. 
Forgione,    Fred    W.    Falkner,    A.    Bannon,    H. 

A.  Kridel,  Myron  Robinson,  John  Firnkoess, 
M.  B.  Schlesinger,  B.  Tendler,  E.  Thornton 
Kelly,  Howard  Lesser,  Giaccomo  Siccardi, 
Frank  Warren,  James  Rosensohn,  Benjamin 
Cohen,  Roth  Bros.,  James  Binkov,  A.  Nicoletti, 
Eugene  Mori,  W.  E.  Smith,  Julius  Charnow, 
W.  W.  Farley,  Julius  Charnow,  Samuel  Rhon- 
heimer,     Rudolph     Sanders,     Franklin    B.     and 

B.  Worth  Dittrich,  Gordon  Auchincloss,  Lawr- 
ence Bolognino,  John  Bolte,  John  Connolly, 
Monroe  E.  Stein,  Benjamin  S.  Moss,  Dave 
Rosenzweig,  Julius  Gulkis,  Joseph  M.  Sider, 
Bernard  Zimetbaum,  Louis  S.  Rothenberg, 
Charles  Morse. 

Interrogatory  17 

Defendants  request  for  each  spe- 
cific instance  wherein  a  convenient 
division  of  film  had  been  arranged, 
was  answered  with  a  list  of  alleged 
cases  in  29  kevs  covering  the  sea- 
sons   1934-37. 

Interrogatory  18 

Request  for  a  list  of  long  term 
franchises  granted  unreasonably  or 
impi-operly  between  defendants,  was 
answered  by  a  reference  to  the  con- 
tracts listed  in  1-b  and  8-b. 
Interrogatory  19 

Alleged  specific  instances  where 
defendants  engaged  in  exhibition 
moved,  or  were  aided  in  moving,  into 
a  new  competitive  are  as  a  result 
of  a  provision  in  a  franchise,  agree- 
ment, or  contract,  or  understanding 
between  defendants  were  said  to  be 
included  in  contracts  signed  by 
Adolph  Zukor  of  Paramount  Famous 
Lasky  Corp.  and  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck  of  Marcus  Loew  Booking 
Agency,  covering  Aug.  1,  1927  to 
July  31,  1937  and  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
of  United  Artists  Corp.  and  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck  of  Loew's,  Inc.,  covering 
Oct.  1,  1927  to  July  31,  1937. 
Interrogatory  20 

Instances  where  exhibitors  were 
unable  successfully  to  operate  their 
houses  or  were  forced  out  of  business 
were  said  to  be  included  in  the 
listed  under  11,  12  and  16. 

Interrogatories  21  and  22 

Persons  listed  in  1-a  and  8-a  and 
3  to  5,  inclusive  were  said  by  the 
Government  to  have  knowledge  that 
defendants  have  monopolized  and 
have  combined  and  conspired  to  mo- 
nopolize the  production  and  distri- 
bution of  motion  pictures — particu- 
larly better  grade  features. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

careful  of  the  manner  in  which  pic- 
tures are  booked  and  the  way  they 
are  advertised.  "I  believe  -raft  •  re 
better  off  for  having  investor  in 
these  properties,"  he  declared. 

Balaban  contended  that  many  in- 
dependent circuits  and  individual 
theater  owners  are  able  to  obtain 
film  at  a  cheaper  rental  than  affil- 
iated houses  with  the  same  run. 
Moreover,  he  said,  lower  wages  and 
fixed  charges  for  the  small  theater 
owner  have  made  his  business  more 
prosperous  than  the  affiliates.  He 
cited  an  instance  in  Chicago  where 
his  circuit,  Balaban  &  Katz,  turned 
over  10  houses  to  Emil  Stern,  an 
employe,  because  B  &  K  had  found 
them   unprofitable. 

Stern,  he  continued,  through  lower 
film  rentals  and  expenses,  was  able 
to  build  up  a  prosperous  business. 

Paramount  has  no  set  policy  in 
the  acquisition  of  theaters,  Balaban 
said  later  in  his  examination.  The 
company  will  only  build,  acquire  or 
change  a  theater  if  the  local  the- 
aterman  advises  it  to  do  so.  He 
contended  that  the  home  office  had 
very  little  control  over  what  pic- 
tures an  affiliated  house  will  show, 
and  asserted  that  the  company  had 
found  this  to  be  the  best  policy. 

Early  in  the  examination  Balaban 
described  his  experiences  as  a  Chi- 
cago theaterman.  He  pictured  the 
gross  of  B  &  K  up  to  1925,  when  it 
associated  itself  with  Paramount. 
Sam  Katz,  his  former  partner,  he 
said,  sold  out  his  interest  in  B  &  K 
several  years  ago. 

On  Monday,  Special  Assistant  At- 
torney General  Robert  L.  Wright 
will  examine  Gradwell  L.  Sears, 
Warners'  general  sales  manager,  at 
10.30  a.m. 


i 


Closes  Des  Moines  Office 

Minneapolis — With  the  resigna- 
tion of  Frank  D.  Rubel  as  Des 
Moines  manager,  Harold  D.  Field  of 
Pioneer  Theaters  is  closing  the  Iowa 
office.  Headquarters  here  in  the  fu- 
ture will  serve  the  17  Iowa  houses. 


"Biscuit  Eater"  on  April  11 

World  premiere  of  Para.'s  "The 
Biscuit  Eater"  yesterday  was  set 
for  the  Albany  theater,  Albany,  Ga., 
on  April  11.  "Vox  Pop"  radio  pro- 
gram will  originate  in  Albany  on 
that  date  as  a  premiere  tie-in. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Fort  Worth,  Tex.— Virginia  Cas- 
sol,  cashier  of  the  New  Liberty 
Theater,  and  L.  W.  Hicks,  chief 
usher  at  the  Hollywood  Theater  were 
married. 


Doylestown,  Pa. — Mary  Cohan,  ac- 
tress, and  George  Ranken,  accordeon 
player,  were  married  here  yesterday. 


?  H 
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Warners  and  Musicians  Will  Confer  on  Philly  Dispute 

ALTERNATIVES  FOR NEELTBILL SOUGHTlY MPTOA 

AGVA,  Presentation  Houses  Talk  Pact  Next  Week 


Guild    to    Seek    Support    of 

A  F  of  M  and  IATSE 

at  Huddle  Today 

Meeting  has  been  set  for  next 
week,  probably  Monday  or  Tuesday, 
by  the  American  Guild  of  Variety 
Artists  with  operators  of  the  Broad- 
way presentation  houses  for  a  pre- 
liminary discussion  of  contracts. 
AGVA  has  already  met  with  the 
Roxy  management. 

Today,  AGVA  will  huddle  with  ex- 
ecutives of  the  IATSE  and  the  A  F 
of  M  in  an  attempt  to  work  out  a 
joint  program  which  would,  in  ef- 
fect, line  up  these  two  unions  behind 
!  AGVA  in  the  drive  for  contracts. 
Whether  or  not  either  union  will 
give  more  than  moral  support  to  the 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

GARY  THEATER  CASE 
ADJOURNS  TILL  TODAY 


March  25  Fixed  by  Court  as  l\ew  Deadline 

for  Filing  RKO  Reorg,  Allowance  Claims 

An  order  providing  for  a  10-day  extension  of  time  to  file  applications  for  final 
allowances  in  the  RKO  reorg.  proceedings  was  signed  yesterday  by  Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy.  Under  the  terms  of  the  order  obtained  by  Atlas  Corp.,  March  25  is  the  dead- 
line provided. 


Theater  Building  and  Reconstruction 
Projects  Call  (or  Spending  $900,000 


I  Chicago — The  Gary  Theater  clear- 
i  ance  case  against  B  &  K  and  the 
majors  got  under  way  yesterday  be- 
fore Federal  Judge  Holly  with  At- 
torney Frederick  Burnham  making 
opening  statement  for  film  distribu- 

(Continued   on   Page    10) 


N. 


Y.  Tax  Budget  Passed 
Without  Retail  Sales  Tax 


Albany,  N.  Y.  —  Legislative  ap- 
proval last  night  by  both  Houses 
sent  to  Gov.  Herbert  Lehman  the 
so-called  economy  budget  amounting 
to  $391,795,943  for  the  next  fiscal 
year.    Its  passage  accompanied  sim- 

(Continued   on   Page    10) 


Court  Finds  for  Lloyd 

In  Rapp  Plagiarism  Suit 

Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard, 
at  a  hearing  yesterday  on  the  plag- 
iarism action  brought  by  William 
Rapp  and  Lowell  Brentano  against 
Harold  Lloyd  and  the  Harold  Lloyd 
Corp.,  in  which  plaintiffs  charge  that 
(Continued  on  Page   10) 


Theater  construction,  according  to 
present  indications,  will  hit  a  lively 
pace  in  the  Spring,  with  virtually 
all  sections  of  the  country  benefiting. 

Checkup  shows  numerous  exhibi- 
tors as  well  planning  remodeling  and 
rebuilding;  in  the  latter  category 
are  practically  all  theaters  swept  by 
fires   during  the  winter  months. 

Latest  projects  involving  expendi- 
ture of  an  estimated  $900,000  re- 
ported follow: 

8  New  Detroit  Suburbans 

Detroit — Walter  Shafer,  owner  of 


the  theaters  in  the  Detroit  suburbs 
of  Garden  City  and  Wayne,  is  plan- 
ning construction  of  a  new  house, 
of  undisclosed  size,  in  Wayne,  the 
second  for  that  town.  This  makes 
at  least  eight  suburban  houses  now 
planned  or  under  construction  around 
Detroit. 

Two  other  new  suburban  houses 
have  been  definitely  confirmed — a 
new  northwestern  section  theater 
for  Komer  and  Goldberg  Circuit,  and 
one  in  Melvindale,  southern  suburb, 

(Continued   on   Page    10) 


Kuykendall's  Proposal  for  New 

Statute  Said  to  Have  Been 

a  "Feeler"  for  Ideas 

Other  alternatives  to  the  Neely 
bill,  one  of  which  was  suggested  by 
Ed  Kuykendall  in  a  recent  MPTOA 
bulletin,  are  reported  to  have  been 
under  consideration  by  MPTOA  di- 
rectors, but  indications  are  that  the 
setting  up  of  contract  provisions  by 
statute  would  be  unconstitutional. 

Other  suggestions,  it  was  learned, 
include  a  plan  patterned  after  the 
English  system  of  picture  selling 
whereby  an  exhibitor  is  not  required 
to  play  a  picture  unless  it  has  been 
trade-shown.  These,  and  other  pro- 
posals, were  made  at  the  MPTOA 
board  of  directors  meeting  in  White 
Sulphur  Springs  in  October  but 
[  were  tabled  because  of  obstacles  and 
objections. 

It  is  understood  that  Kuykendall 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Belmont  Paying  "Nominal" 
Rental  for  Gov't  Feature 


Presentation  of  the  U.  S.  Film 
Service's  feature,  "The  Fight  for 
Life,"  produced  by  Pare  Lorenz,  at 
the    New    York    Belmont    with    an 

(Continued    on    Page    5) 


Wolf-Fuld  Fight  Dismissal 
of  Loew  Stockholders'  Suit 


Norman  Wolf  and  Mannes  Fuld 
yesterday  filed  notice  of  appeal  to 
the  Appellate  Division  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  from  a  dismissal  of  their 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


DECISION  NEXT  WEEK 
ON  EXHIBIT  AT  FAIR 


Miami  Confab  Tomorrow  to  Tackle 
Warners-Musicians  Dispute  in  Philly 


Union  to  Claim  Supervision 
Over  Film  Vending  Machines 

Chicago  —  John  Smith,  business 
agent  of  the  Chicago  operators 
union,  yesterday  stated  that  the 
union  would  claim  supervision  over 
film  vending  machines.  James  Roos- 
evelt recently  closed  a  deal  with  the 

(Continued   on    Page    10) 


Conference  will  be  held  tomorrow 
in  Miami  between  Frank  Phelps, 
Warner  Theaters  labor  representa- 
tive, and  Joseph  N.  Weber,  president 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Mu- 
sicians, to  discuss  the  musician  sit- 
uation in  Philadelphia,  where  all  mu- 
sicians have  been  out  of  the  Warner 
houses  since  Dec.  1.  Phelps  arrives 
in  Miami  tomorrow  night,  and  it  is 

(Continued  on   Page    10) 


Major  executives  and  their  pub- 
licity representatives  discussed  the 
pros  and  cons  of  an  industry  exhibit 
at  the  New  York  World's  Fair  yes- 
terday but  no  decision  was  reached. 
Another  meeting  will  be  held  early 

(Continued    on    Page    5) 


Monogram's  Sales  Drive 

Will  Start  on  March  30 

A  "Spirit  of  Independence"  drive 
will  be  launched  by  Monogram  to  be- 
gin March  30  and  to  end  July  6,  ac- 
cording  to    Sales    Manager   Edward 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Loew's  Made  Interrogatory 
Target  in  E.  M.  Loew  Suits 

Boston — Interrogations  aimed  ex- 
clusively at  Loew's,  Inc.,  have  been 
filed  in  Federal  Court  here  in  the 
E.   M.   Loew  monopoly  suits   whose 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  <2'/2%) 
Columbia    Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd 
East.     Kodak     .... 

do    pfd 

Cen.   Th.    Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pd. .  .  . 
Paramount   2nd    pfo.. 

Pathe  Film   

RKO     

20th   Century-Fox    .  .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.  Pict.  pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do  pfd 

NEW  YORK 


High 


MARKET 

Net 
Low     Close     Chg. 


10 
153 


95/8         93/4    +      Vt 

15214  153       +2 


12V4 
353/8 


121/4     121/4     

35        353/s  +     i/s 


73/8      71/4      73/g  +     1/4 


91/4      91/4      91/4  +     i/s 

lH/2       113/8       113/8    —      Vs 

U/4         11/8         lVs       

113/4      11%       11%   —      l/8 

91         89 "     89 "  —  l" 
3%      33/4      33/4  —     i/s 
471/2     47i/2     47i/2  _  1 
BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's   deb.  3y2s46.    104i/4  104y8  104</4  -f-     Vs 

Para.    B'way  3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 V4s47 

RKO   6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  88!/8     88         88         

NEW  YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone   Corp 1  %       1  %       1 %      

Technicolor    15%     15 1/4     15V4  —     Vs 

Trans-Lux      

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      43/4       4%       43^   +      l/8 

Universal  Piers 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 

Fox   Thea.   Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd   deb.   '45 

Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s   1st  '57 


SAFETY  1  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Av*. 
New  York  Cry 
BRyant  *- 5600 


SECURITY 


United  Amusement  Reports 
1939  Net  of  $94,640 

Montreal  —  Moderately  improved 
earnings  and  an  improved  net  work- 
ing capital  position  are  reported  by 
United  Amusement  Corp.,  Ltd.,  for 
1939.  Net  profit,  after  operating  ex- 
penses, bond  interest  and  discount, 
and  other  interest,  and  after  provid- 
ing for  depreciation  and  Dominion 
and  provincial  income  taxes,  amount- 
ed to  $94,640,  equivalent  to  $1.17  per 
share  on  the  80,829  shares  of  class 
A  and  B  stock  outstanding.  This 
compares  with  net  of  $85,434,  equal 
to  $1.06  per  share  in  the  previous 
year. 

Operating  profits  were  sharply 
higher  at  $414,967,  against  $224,758 
in  1938  and  $193,152  in  1937,  but 
taxes  made  very  considerably  in  ex- 
cess  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  annual  meeting  will  be  held 
April  30. 


Lou  Weinberg's  Father 

Dies;  Rites  on  Sunday 

Philip  Weinberg,  father  of  Lou 
Weinberg,  Columbia  sales  executive, 
died  at  his  local  residence  yesterday, 
following  a  long  illness. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  Sun- 
day morning  at  ten  o'clock  in  River- 
side Memorial  Chapel,  76th  St.  and 
Amsterdam  Ave. 

Surviving  the  deceased,  in  addition 
to  his  son,  are  five  daughters,  Mrs. 
Celia  Picker,  Mrs.  Hannah  Gold- 
stein, Mrs.  Nettie  Lowenberg,  Mrs. 
Eva  Goldfield,  all  of  New  York  City, 
and  Mrs.  Lillian  Langley,  of  Califor- 
nia. 

Interment  will  be  in  Beth  El  Ceme- 
tery, Fresh  Pond  Road,  Long  Island. 


More  Than  1,200  Expected 

at  Warner  Club  Ball 


More  than  1,200  Warner  Club 
members  and  their  guests  will  at- 
tend the  organization's  11th  Annual 
Banquet  and  Ball  which  will  be  held 
tomorrow  night  in  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria. Jan  Savitt  and  His  Top-Hat- 
ters will  be  the  feature  dance  or- 
chestra, which  will  also  furnish  mus- 
ical accompaniment  for  the  elaborate 
entertainment  program. 

Committee  for  the  event  comprises 
A.  W.  Schwalberg,  chairman;  Nat 
Fellman,  Warner  Club  president; 
Max  Blackman,  Harry  Mayer,  Sam- 
uel Schneider,  Jules  Levey,  Harold 
Rodner  and  Irving  Birnbaum. 


Bioff  Hearing  Continues  Today 

Chicago — Hearing  on  the  William 
Bioff  case  was  continued  by  Judge 
Prystalski  to  today  after  he  heard 
the  testimony  of  Attorney  Maurice 
Green  who  represented  Bioff  in  the 
original  hearings. 

Stern  Under  Knife 

Charles  Stern,  United  Artists  dis- 
trict manager,  was  rushed  to  the 
Park  East  Hospital  yesterday  for  an 
emergency  operation  last  night.  Na- 
ture of  the  ailment  was  not  dis- 
closed. 


English  Indie  Production 
Awaits  Decision  on  Quota 

There  is  little  possibility  of  any 
independent  production  in  Great 
Britain  until  the  Government  reaches 
a  final  decision  on  the  quota  act,  Ed- 
ward R.  Gourdeau,  independent  dis- 
trib.,  stated  here  yesterday.  Gour- 
deau, who  is  making  his  headquar- 
ters here  at  the  office  of  J.  H.  Hoff- 
berg,  is  here  to  buy  new  product 
and  reissues  for  distribution  in  Eng- 
land. 

Gourdeau  said  that  most  of  the 
studios  have  now  been  command- 
eered by  the  Government,  and  what 
production  is  planned  or  in  work  is 
being  done  by  national  distributors. 
He  expects  to  be  here  about  three 
weeks. 


New  Financing  Company 

to  Back  Mex.  Producers 


Mexico,  D.  F.  (By  Air  MaiD— 
With  a  single  picture  shooting  in 
native  studios,  hope  for  resumption 
©f  major  activity  apparently  now 
rests  on  the  recently  established 
Motion  Picture  Industrial  Financ- 
ing Co.,  headed  by  Gregorio  Waler- 
stein,   local   banker. 

New  company  will  make  financial 
credits  available  to  a  select  group 
of  film  directors  willing  to  assume 
production  responsibilities. 

Single  pix  now  in  work  is  "Way 
Down  on  the  Tropics,"  starring  Tito 
Guizar,  which  Fernando  de  Fuentas 
is  producing  at  CLASA. 


Camera  Equipment  Lost 

When  Nazis  Bomb  Ship 

Camera  equipment  en  route  to 
Holland  in  charge  of  Cameraman 
Borradailes  to  shoot  background 
scenes  for  Walter  Wanger's  "Per- 
sonal History"  was  lost  when  Nazi 
bombers  sank  the  Dutch  freighter, 
the  Rijnstroom,  in  the  English  chan- 
nel on  Monday,  according  to  word 
received  yesterday.  Borradailes  was 
rescued. 


Metro  Plans  Erection 

of  Brazilian  Theaters 


Sites  for  two  new  theaters  in  Rio 
de  Janeiro  suburbs  have  been  ac- 
quired by  M-G-M.  A  2,000-seat  house 
will  be  built  in  Copacabana  and  a 
1,700-seater  is  to  be  erected  in  Ti- 
juca.  Additional  theaters  are  being 
considered  in  five  other  suburbs  of 
the  Brazilian  city,  following  the  suc- 
cess of  recently  constructed  houses 
in  Rio  and  Sao  Paulo. 


Attempted  B.  O.  Robbery 

Beaten  by  two  men  swinging  axes 
against  the  door  of  the  manager's 
office  at  Loew's  Lincoln  Square  The- 
ater, B'way  at  66th  St.,  the  night 
watchman,  Nunziato  Antonellis, 
summoned  help  by  turning  in  a  fire 
alarm.  The  thieves  fled  after  as- 
saulting the  guard. 


COfllMG  ADD  GOinG 


LYNN  FARNOL,  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  for  United  Artists,  planes  to  the 
Coast    today.  ^  , 

E.  W.  HAMMONS  is  in  Hot  Sprinfti  Ark., 
where  he  is  visiting  Mrs.  Hammoos,  who  is  re- 
covering  from   an    illness. 

FRANK  J.  MCCARTHY,  Eastern  sales  manager 
for  Universal,  left  this  week  for  a  brief  tour 
of   a   number  of  exchanges   in   his   territory. 

EDWIN  C.  STEIN,  Eastern  publicity  represen- 
tative for  Samuel  Goldwyn,  flies  to  the  Coast 
today  for  studio  huddles  on  the  "The  Western- 
er"   campaign. 

I.  COLDSMITH,  English  producer,  returns  from 
the  Coast   today   by   plane. 

EDWARD    R.    GOURDEAU,    English    distrib., 
here  on  a   three-week  product  buying  trip. 

OSA  JOHNSON  arrives  here  Monday  from  the 
Coast  on  the  Century. 

SONJA  HENIE  sails  from  the  Coast  today  for 
a  month's  vacation  in  Honolulu  after  completing 
her    ice    tour. 

SAM  BERK0WIT2,  general  manager  of  Fine 
Arts  Pictures,  leaves  today  for  the  Coast,  via 
a  number  of  Midwestern  cities  where  he  will 
stop  off  at  local  exchanges. 

CEORGE  WEEKS,  former  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Monogram,  leaves  next  Friday  for  the 
Coast. 

MRS.  LEON  BACK,  wife  of  the  Rome  Circuit 
exec,  returns  to  Baltimore  this  week  from  a 
three   months'   trip  to  the  Coast. 

MARC  CONNELLY  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
the  Coast  for  a  week's  stay. 

EDDIE  LEONARD,  famous  minstrel  and  vaude- 
ville star,  leaves  New  York  this  evening  for 
Hollywood  and  a  part  in  Universal's  "If  I  Had 
My   Way." 

FRED  PRIDE  was  a  New  York  visitor  in 
Chicago    yesterday. 


Marc  Connelly  Arriving 

to   Discuss  Stage   Plans 

Marc  Connelly,  who  has  finished 
doing  Conrad's  "Victory"  for  Para- 
mount, and  Rawling's  "The  Yearl- 
ing" for  Metro,  arrives  in  New  York 
tomorrow  to  discuss  plans  for  the 
Fall  production  of  "Land  of  the 
Living"  with  his  partner  Bela  Blau. 
In  addition,  they  will  talk  over  a 
new  play  Connelly  has  in  mind.  Con- 
nelly will  be  in  New  York  about  a 
week  before  returning  to  do  one  of 
three  pictures  Metro  has  submitted 
to  him. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

MARCH  8 
Claire  Trevor  Edgar  B.  Hatrick 

Hal   Hode  Jerome  J.  Cohen 

Margaret    Keegan 

MARCH  9 

Jimmy  Durante  Margaret    Lee 

Jess    Smith 

MARCH  10 
Gregory    LaCava  Lowell  Calvert 

Stuart  Holmes  Floyd  E.  Stone 
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Business  will  be  as  beautiful 
as  BENNETT  when  you  play  it 
. . .  for  it's  got  a  RAFT  of  what 
it  takes  at  the  BOX-OFFICE! 
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The  HOUSE 
ACROSS  the  BAY 

with 

LLOYD  NOLAN    •    GLADYS  GEORGE 

,nd  WALTER  PIDGEON 

Directed  by  Archie  Mayo 

Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 

from  the  Producer  of  the  Prize* 
Winning  Picture  STAGECOACH 
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SEEK  ALTERNATIVES 
FOR  THE  NEELY  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

madp_  public  the  proposal  for  a  sim- 
pk-^atute  that  would  permit  ex- 
hibiLdrs  to  cancel  one  picture  in  each 
group  of  five  merely  as  a  "feeler" 
in  the  hope  that  it  might  bring  out 
some  suggestion  that  would  lead  to 
the  solving  of  the  block-booking 
problem  without  the  criminal  aspects 
of  the  Neely  bill.  Freedom  of  con- 
tract is  guaranteed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  observers  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  would  take  some  careful 
drafting  to  prepare  a  statute  that 
would  not  violate  the  Constitution. 
Kuykendall's  proposal  for  incor- 
porating some  features  of  the  late 
code  into  the  exhibition  contracts 
has  not  brought  any  direct  action  by 
the  distributors  who  do  not  offer  20 
per  cent  cancellation. 

Decision  Due  Next  Week 

on   Film   Exhibit  at  Fair 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

next  week  when  the  matter  is  slated 
to  come  to  a  head. 

Present  plans  call  for  a  museum 
type  of  exhibit  in  the  Textile  Bldg. 
where  the  progress  of  the  motion 
picture  industry  would  be  on  display. 

Wolf-Fuld  Fight  Dismissal 
of  Loew  Stockholders'  Suit 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

stockholders'  suit  against  Loew's, 
Inc.,  AT&T,  Western  Electric, 
Erpi  and  a  number  of  financial 
houses.  Suit,  which  claims  waste 
and  mismanagement,  was  dismissed 
for  failure  to  state  a  cause  of  action 
by  Supreme  Court  Justice  Louis  A. 
Valente  last  month. 


Monogram's  Sales  Drive 

Will  Start  on  March  30 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Golden.  The  30  Monogram  exchanges 
have  been  divided  into  a  National 
and  American  League,  each  league's 
branches  to  compete  for  cash  awards 
based  on  the  highest  percentage  of 
their  quotas. 

Loew's  Made  Interrogatory 
Target  in  E.  M.  Loew  Suits 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

scope  extends  from  Massachusetts 
to  Florida.  Suits  accuse  eight  ma- 
jors, demand  $2,595,000  damages. 


"Northwest  Passage" 
Draws  17,000  Here 

Metro's  "Northwest  Passage."  which 
followed  CWTW  at  the  Capitol  yester- 
day, got  away  to  a  fast  start,  topping 
the  house's  opening  day  "take"  of  "Test 
Pilot"  and  running  even  with  the  figures 
of  "Too  Hot  to  Handle"  and  "The  Wo- 
men." Estimated  attendance  for  the 
day  was  17.000.  Capitol  had  a  b.o. 
line  80  minutes  before  the  house  opened 
yesterday. 


T  T  T 

•  •       •      THIS  corner  feels  about  Frank  Coniff,  local  Journal-American 

reporter much  the  same  as  the  bard  Gelett  Burgess  did  about  his 

Purple  Cow namely,  that  he'd  "rather  see  than  be  one" We 

like  to  see  Mr.  Coniff,  but  wouldn't  want  to  be  the  gent not  in  that 

"Raffles"  role  he  has  essayed  for  'bout  a  week  past Every  place  he 

goes,  he's  almost  mobbed and  it's  a  wonder  that  a  flock  of  medicos 

aren't  putting  him  together  a  la  jigsaw  puzzle  right  at  this  writing 

The   hardy  Mr.   Coniff's   assignment  is   the   result   of   a   slick   promotional 

brain-wave  of  Samuel  Goldwyn's  Ed  Stein who  tied  up  the  Goldwyn 

opus  with  the  aforementioned  Journal-American The  stunt  has  been 

for  the  public  hereabouts  to  read  a  description  of  the  character  "Raffles" 
in  the  newspaper and  to  the  person  who  first  recognized  the  char- 
acter at  certain  pre-arranged  locales  in  our  town a  cash  award  of 

50  smackers  would  be  made 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     TO  say  that  the  stunt  has  been  tough  on  Mr.  Coniff. . . . 

would  be  less  than  a  half-truth for  it's  been  just  as  rough 

and  rougher  on  several  folks  whom  the  street  crowds  have  mis- 
taken for  the  real  and  elusive  "Raffles" For  example,  down 

on  Wall  St.  f  other  day,  the  mob  suddenly  pounced  on  a  gentleman 
who  was  in  a  British-lookin'  bowler,  a  carnationed  buttonhole  and 

a  fancy  walking  stick The  outraged  victim  was  not  "Raffles" 

Then  there  was  the  episode  of  the  innocent  radio  announcer 

who  was  minding  his  own  business  very  nicely  at  46th  St.  and 

Seventh  Ave when  someone  cried:    "Itfs  'Raffles'!" Mr. 

Broadcaster  was  cast  broadly  on  the  pavement  by  the  avid  ones 

who  presented  him  in  the  melee  with  a  very  smart  "shiner" 

He  wasn't  "Raffles"  either Oh,  well!,  there's  an  angle 

to  this  "Raffles"  stunt  which  is  far  brighter  than  the  radio  an- 
nouncer's shiner and  that  is  that  the  film  has  done  a  helluva 

biz and  everybody  knows  abqut  it and  the  Loew's  nabes 

are    really    cashin'   in Further,   the   stunt   proves   that   good 

old  tried-and-true  promotion  gags  are  just  as  effective  today 

as  when  Brother  Barnum  was  in  flower 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      AMPA'S  luncheon  meetin'  yesterday for  which  a  big 

crowd  turned  out brought  forth  not  only  a  bevy  of  luminaries  from 

the   book   publishing   field but   also   the   formal   announcement   that 

Ampa  and  the  literary  world  are  jointly  establishing  an  annual  award 

"for  the  best  film  produced  from  a  recent  book" It  was  announced 

by  Gilbert  Seldes  that  the  award  would  be  in  the  form  of  a  plaque 

or  sumpin'  similar Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt  was  the  principal 

honor  guest and  spoke  glowingly  of  the  ever-growing  bonds  twixt 

the   publishing   and   pix   kingdoms 'Mong   those   also   present  were 

Jerome  Weidman,  of  Simon  &  Schuster;  Donald  Klopfer,  of  Ran- 
dom House;  Pascal  Covici,  of  Viking  Press;  Katherine  Brown,  S-I  story 
editor;  Annie  Laurie  Williams,  top-flight  literary  agent,  who  gave  a  neat 

talk  to  the  assemblage; William  Harlow  Briggs,  editor  of  Harper  & 

Bros.;  George  Stevens,  editor  of  Lippincott  &  Co.;  Sumner  Putnam,  ad 
manager  of  Farrar  &  Rinehart;  Joan  Fontaine,  and  Brian  Aherne,  stars 
of  "Rebecca"  and  "My  Son,  My  Son!" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     ANENT   the   Academy    and    other   awards didja 

ever  stop  to  consider  the  number  of  extremely  capable  players 

identified  with  a  procession  of  box  office  successes who  are 

overlooked  when  Oscars  and  palms  are  handed  out F'rinstance, 

there's  Joan  Bennett who  has  done  right  by  exhibs in 

not  a  few  pix,  including  "The  Housekeeper's  Daughter" one 

of  UA's  best  grossers and  whose  latest  vehicle  is "House 

Across  the  Bay" 


AGVA,  PRESENTATION 
HOUSES  TO  TALK  PACT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

campaign  could  not  be  ascertained, 
but  it  is  not  likely  that  either  union 
would  support  any  strike  attempts 
where  contract  negotiations  might 
bog  down. 

Hoyt  Haddock,  executive  secretary 
of  AGVA,  met  yesterday  with  ex- 
ecutives of  the  Burlesque  Artists 
Association  on  the  possibility  of  an 
affiliation  of  the  latter  organization 
with  AGVA.  Matter  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  BAA  board  for  ac- 
tion. 


Belmont  Paying  "Nominal" 
Rental  for  Gov't  Feature 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

admission  scale  of  25  cents  to  $1.10 
is  designed  as  a  test  of  its  public 
reception,  it  was  said  yesterday. 

According  to  the  Service,  Sam 
Krellberg,  Belmont's  operator,  is 
paying  a  "nominal  rental"  for  the 
picture  which,  drawing  rave  reviews 
from  New  York  critics,  is  in  for  an 
indefinite  stay.  Running  time  is  69 
minutes. 

If  the  picture  demonstrates  sus- 
tained drawing  power,  it  is  probable 
that  it  will  be  offered  to  a  major 
for  general  distribution,  although  it 
was  said  requests  for  bookings  have 
already  poured  in  from  indies  and 
circuits  throughout  the  country. 
Procedure  will  be  to  ask  the  majors 
to  bid  for  it,  it  was  added.  If  given 
such  distribution,  the  same  "nom- 
inal" terms  will  prevail,  it  was  in- 
dicated. Loew  execs,  already  have 
seen  the  film,  it  is  understood. 

Film  Service,  it  was  emphasized, 
is  not  interested  in  making  a  profit, 
and  indeed  cannot  do  so;  all  revenue 
received  is  returned  to  the  Treasury. 

Only  three  prints  of  "The  Fight 
for  Life"  are  now  available. 

Lorenz,  who  is  fighting  the  flu 
here,  has  two  other  pictures  in  work, 
one  for  Rural  Electrification,  the 
second  for  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 


World  Gets  Mexican  Pix 

Mexico,  D.  F.  (By  Air  Mail)— 
World  Pictures,  of  New  York,  has 
closed  a  deal  for  the  distribution  in 
the  U.  S.,  except  Puerto  Rico,  of 
FAMA's  "Dark  Night  of  the  Mayas." 
Pix  will  be   given  English  titles. 


If  Harvard  Doesn't, 
You  Bet  Yale  Does 

New  Haven — If  Harvard  doesn't  want 
Warners'  Ann  Sheridan — and  from  what 
the  Harvard  Lampoon  has  been  saying, 
the  Cambridge  school  doesn't — Yale 
does. 

As  an  aftermath  to  the  Lampoon's 
selection  of  Ann  as  the  Hollywood  actress 
most  unlikely  to  succeed,  Editor  Roy  S. 
Fox,  Jr.,  of  the  Yale  Record  has  tele- 
graphed a  challenge  to  Editor  J.  Russell 
Bowie  of  the  Lampoon  to  fight  a  duel, 
European  code,  and  another  Record  exec, 
has  invited  the  actress  to  attend  the 
Yale    Junior    Prom. 


ACADEMY  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  ARTS  AND  SCIENCES 

SELZNICK  INTERNATIONAL 

SIBLE  THE  FOLLOWING  AWARDS  OF 

ARTS  AND  SCIENCES  FOR 

Bed  jbinedtian: 

VICTOR  FLEMING 

Beit  Pe/ipvuftance  by  a+t  /Jctb&dA: 

VIVIEN  LEIGH 

Bed  PekfrvunoMce  by  Suffa&UinCj,  ActteAA: 

HATTIE  McDANIEL 

OutdGst&Uuj,  AcUieuemetd  in  the  %ie  o^  Goto*,  fjo*.  &*du+nce*nent  ol  ^bi&matic  Mood: 

WILLIAM  CAMERON  MENZIES 

Ginematoif/u+filuf.  Ut  Colon,: 

ERNEST  HALLER  and  RAY  RENNAHAN 

LYLE  WHEELER 
HAL  C.  KERN  and  JAMES  E.  NEWCOM 


ACADEMY  Of  MOTION  PICTURE  ARTS  AND  SCIENCES 


JHANKS  ALL  THOSE  WHO  MADE  POS- 
FTHE   ACADEMY   OF   MOTION   PICTURE 


FGONE  WITH  THE  WIND 


// 


All   the   men   and   women   of   the   staff  who   made    pos- 
sible  the   award   for   the       best   production   of  1939 
"Gone   With   The   Wind. 


// 


And   expresses    its   debt    to    the    late    Sidney    Howard, 
posthumously    honored    with    the   award    for    the    best 


screen 


play. 


From  David  O.  Selznick,  great  gratitude  to  the  men 
and  women  of  Hollywood  for  honoring  him  with  the 
Irving    fhalberg   award. 


Friday,  March  8,  1940 


ft  ft  REVIEWS  OF  THE  R€UI  flLfllS  ft  ft 


"Too  Many  Husbands" 

with    Fred     MacMurray,    Jean    Arthur, 

Melvyn   Douglas 

Columbia  84  Mins. 

SPARKLING  COMEDY  HAS  CORKING 
CAST  AND  LAUGHS  A  MINUTE;  SHOULD 
GO  OVER  BIG. 

Audiences  generally  should  get  thorough 
entertainment  out  of  this  picture.  It  is 
light,  frothy  and  highly  amusing.  A  first- 
class  marital  mixup  provides  the  basis  of 
the  story  and  it  is  amusingly  worked  out 
through  the  entire  film.  Based  on  a  play 
by  W.  Somerset  Maugham,  a  laughable,  well- 
knit  screenplay  has  been  turned  out  by 
Claude  Binyon.  Director  Wesley  Ruggles 
does  a  top-flight  job  in  guiding  his  play- 
ers and  pointing  the  comedy  situations. 
Jean  Arthur  once  again  proves  her  ability 
as  a  comedienne,  sparkling  in  a  made-to- 
order  role.  Fred  MacMurray  and  Melvyn 
Douglas  share  honors  in  the  two  top  male 
spots,  with  both  of  them  giving  top-flight 
performances.  Harry  Davenport,  Dorothy 
Peterson  and  Melville  Cooper  give  valu- 
able support.  Picture  is  easily  exploitable 
and  exhibs.  everywhere  should  do  good  biz 
with  it  as  it  is  a  top-flight  comedy  and 
has  strong  marquee  names  to  boot.  Mac- 
Murray's  name  is  being  removed  from  the 
office  doors  by  his  partner,  Douglas,  as  he 
has  been  officially  dead  a  year.  Douglas 
has  married  Jean  Arthur,  MacMurray's  wife, 
in  the  meanwhile.  However,  MacMurray 
proves  to  be  very  much  alive  and  calls 
Jean's  father,  Davenport,  long  distance  to 
report  he  will  arrive  in  town  that  night  by 
plane.  Jean  and  Douglas  go  to  the  airport 
to  meet  him,  but  they  can't  bring  them- 
selves to  tell  him  what  has  happened  as 
MacMurray  makes  plans  to  spend  his  first 
night  in  a  year  with  his  wife,  to  Douglas' 
chagrin.  In  the  apartment  MacMurray  is 
finally  told  and  trouble  starts.  The  situa- 
tion of  both  of  them  living  with  their  wife 
offers  an  opportunity  for  a  wealth  of  gags 
and  they  are  not  lacking.  Finally,  the  question 
is  solved  by  a  judge  with  amusing  compli- 
cations ensuing.  All  in  all,  it  is  a  corking 
comedy  that  any  audience  will  enjoy  im- 
mensely. 

CAST:  Jean  Arthur,  Fred  MacMurray, 
Melvin  Douglas,  Harry  Davenport,  Dorothy 
Peterson,  Melville  Cooper,  Edgar  Buchanan, 
Tom   Dugan. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by 
Wesley  Ruggles;  Screenplay,  Claude  Bin- 
yon;  Based  on  a  play  by  W.  Somerset 
Maugham;  Cameraman,  Joseph  Walker; 
Editor,   Otto   Meyer   and   William   Lyon. 

DIRECTION,  Top-flight.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,  Fine.  i 


"Dr.  Cyclops"  Beats  Storm 
Handicap  In  Denver  Debut 

Denver — Despite  a  heavy  snow- 
storm Paramount's  "Dr.  Cyclops" 
opened  here  Wednesday  at  the  Den- 
ham  theater  to  business  that  topped 
grosses  returned  by  "Honeymoon  In 
Bali,"  "Gulliver's  Travels"  and  other 
recent  Para,  releases.  Special  ex- 
ploitation campaign  with  store  tie- 
ups  ushered  in  pix  here. 


"Dr.  Cyclops" 

with    Albert    Dekker,   Thomas   Coley, 

Janice  Logan 

Paramount  75  mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
DECIDED     NOVELTY     REPLETE     WITH 
CAMERA  MAGIC  SHOULD  INTRIGUE  AND 
PLEASE. 

This  is  a  decided  novelty,  made  in  Tech- 
nicolor, that  has  been  expertly  directed 
and  produced.  It  incorporates  the  latest 
and  best  in  camera  magic,  which  should 
intrigue  and  please  fans.  Adults  are  re- 
duced in  size  to  as  small  as  13  inches, 
while  a  horse  is  made  so  tiny  it  can  be 
held  in  the  palm  of  a  person's  hand.  With 
the  exception  of  the  horse,  other  animals 
like  cats,  dogs,  chickens,  alligators  and  jaguars 
are  enlarged  in  size.  Ernest  Schoedsack's 
directorial  guidance  has  created  much  sus- 
pense and  results  in  the  interest  being 
held  to  the  end.  To  Dale  Van  Every  goes 
considerable  credit  as  producer.  Appearing 
in  his  most  important  role  to  date,  Albert 
Dekker  scores  solidly  as  the  mad  biologist, 
who  tries  to  control  life  with  his  inven- 
tion, which  can  reduce  humans  to  doll-like 
dimensions.  Thomas  Coley,  a  recruit  from 
the  stage,  decorative  Janice  Logan,  Charles 
Halton,  Victor  Kilian,  Paul  Fix  and  Frank 
Reicher  are  among  the  members  of  the 
cast.  Much  praise  is  due  cameraman, 
Henry  Sharp,  and  his  associate,  Winton 
Hoch,  and  Farciot  Edouart  and  Wallace 
Kelly,  who  handled  the  process  photography. 
When  Dekker's  rival  scientists,  Halton, 
Coley,  Janice,  Kilian,  and  the  servant, 
Yaconelli,  refuse  to  leave  his  camp,  which 
holds  same  radium  deposits,  Dekker  tricks 
them,  and  through  his  invention  reduces 
them  to  tiny  people.  Angered  when  he 
discovers  the  tiny  people  will  slowly  grow 
back  to  their  size,  he  kills  Halton,  Yaco- 
nelli is  the  next  to  die,  but  Coley,  Kilian 
and  Janice  fight  back  at  Dekker.  They 
hide  all  his  spectacles,  without  which  he 
is  helpless.  He  accidentally  finds  one  of 
the  lenses,  but  in  a  chase,  he  falls  to  his 
death. 

CAST:  Albert  Dekker,  Thomas  Coley, 
Janice  Logan,  Victor  Kilian,  Charles  Hal- 
ton, Frank  Yaconelli,  Paul  Fix,  Frank 
Reicher. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Dale  Van  Every; 
Director,  Ernest  Schoedsack;  Author,  Tom 
Kilpatrick;  Screenplay,  same;  Cameraman, 
Henry  Sharp;  Associate,  Winton  Hoch; 
Process  Photography,  Farciot  Edouart,  Wal- 
lace Kelly  for  Technicolor  Company;  Color 
Art  Director,  Natalie  Kalmus,  and  Henri 
Jaffa;  Art  Directors,  Hans  Dreier  and  Earl 
Hedrick;  Musical  Score,  Ernst  Toch,  Gerard 
Carbonara,  Albert  Hay  Malotte;  Editor, 
Ellsworth   Hoagland. 

DIRECTION,    Expert.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 


Columbia  Short  Cashes  In 
on  Queen  Elizabeth's  Trip 

Columbia  moved  quickly  yesterday 
to  cash  in  on  the  arrival  of  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  New  York,  offering  for 
immediate  release  "Berth  of  a 
Queen,"  new  Cinescope  short  featur- 
ing the  building  and  launching  of  the 
vessel  which  eluded  Nazi  subs  on 
its  epochal  Atlantic  crossing. 


"Three  Cheers  For  The 
Irish" 

with    Thomas    Mitchell,    Priscilla    Lane, 

Dennis  Morgan 

Warners  100  Mins. 

HUMAN  INTEREST  STORY  ABOUT 
IRISH  FAMILY  SHOULD  DO  ALL  RIGHT 
WITH   POP  TRADE. 

With  a  plethora  of  Irish  and  Scotch 
brogues  and  an  engaging  cast  to  put  them 
over,  this  new  Warner  release  should  do 
all  right  with  the  pop  trade.  It  has  hu- 
man interest,  plenty  of  gags  and  the  story 
is  okay,  but  it  is  overlong.  Lloyd  Bacon 
directed  from  an  original  screenplay  by 
Richard  Macaulay  and  Jerry  Wald.  Thomas 
Mitchell  does  a  good  job  as  the  Irish  cop 
who  gets  retired  after  25  years  of  service, 
and  Priscilla  Lane,  Irene  Hervey  and  Vir- 
ginia Grey  capably  fill  the  bill  as  his 
daughters.  Dennis  Morgan  does  nicely  by 
the  role  of  the  Scotch  rookie  cop.  Alan 
Hale  turns  in  his  customary  good  per- 
formance, and  William  Lundigan,  Frank 
Jenks,  Henry  Armetta  and  Alec  Craig  are 
well  cast  in  supporting  roles.  Mitchell, 
retired,  must  turn  his  badge  over  to  a 
young  Scotchman,  Morgan.  Mitchell's  fam- 
ily decide  it  would  be  a  good  idea  if  he 
runs  for  alderman  to  get  him  out  of  the 
house.  Meanwhile,  Mitchell's  feud  with 
Morgan  continues  unabated,  but  without 
his  knowledge  Morgan  and  Priscilla  get 
married.  There  is  plenty  of  horseplay 
and  an  election  scandal  of  sorts  before  a 
reconciliation  is  effected  between  Mitchell 
and  his  daughter  and  son-in-law  when  she 
has  twins.  Mitchell  becomes  the  alderman 
and  everybody  is  well  pleased. 

CAST:  Thomas  Mitchell,  Dennis  Morgan, 
Priscilla  Lane,  Alan  Hale,  Virginia  Grey, 
Irene  Hervey,  William  Lundigan,  Joe  King, 
Frank  Jenks,  Henry  Armetta,  Morgan  Con- 
way, Alec  Craig,  J.  M.  Kerrigan,  Cliff 
Clark,  William  Davidson. 

CREDITS:  In  charge  of  production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B.  Wal- 
lis;  Associate  Producer,  Samuel  Bischoff; 
Director,  Lloyd  Bacon;  Original  Screenplay, 
Richard  Macaulay  and  Jerry  Wald;  Cam- 
eraman, Charles  Rosher;  Editor,  William 
Holmes. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Joseph  Steele's  First 

Air  Play  on  Smith  Show 

An  original  play  by  Joseph  H. 
Steele,  Hollywood  screen  writer  and 
production  executive,  will  be  the 
highlight  of  the  Kate  Smith  broad- 
cast tonight,  8  P.M.  (EST)  WABC 
and  the  CBS  network.  Titled 
"Voices,"  the  play  will  be  presented 
with  Luther  Adler  and  Sylvia  Syd- 
ney in  the  leading  roles  and  will 
mark  Steele's  first  effort  for  radio. 
Steel  based  his  play  on  his  own 
short  story  published  in  Rob  Wag- 
ner's "Script"  on  the  West  Coast. 


Baltimore  Negro  House 

Baltimore — Schanze  theater  is  re- 
opening as  a  Negro  house. 


"Convicted  Woman" 

with   Rochelle  Hudson,  Frieda   Inescort, 

June  Lang 

Columbia  *YT^'nS' 

STORY  OF  WOMAN'S  REFORMATORY 
WEAKLY  CONSTRUCTED  IS  DULL  PIC- 
TURE. 

Lacking  any  real  drama,  the  weekly  con- 
structed story  of  a  woman's  reformatory 
which  has  been  titled  "Convicted  Woman" 
is  dull  entertainment.  Some  audiences  may 
like  the  picture,  and  smart  exploitation  by 
exhibitors  will  increase  patronage  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  all  in  all  the  picture 
is  lacking  in  almost  every  essential  needed 
to  make  it  entertaining.  A  bevy  of  attrac- 
tive girls,  Rochelle  Hudson,  June  Lang, 
Lola  Lane  and  Iris  Meredith,  and  Frieda 
Inescort,  an  able  actress,  head  the  cast. 
However,  they  have  nothing  to  sink  their 
teeth  in  as  far  as  acting  goes,  and  the  re- 
sults are  evident  on  the  screen.  Glenn 
Ford  and  Esther  Dale  are  also  in  the  cast. 
Miss  Hudson  is  convicted  of  a  crime  she 
didn't  commit  and  is  sent  to  a  reformatory 
where  Miss  Dale  rules  with  an  iron  hand. 
Rochelle  discloses  a  suicide  to  a  reporter, 
Ford,  and  Miss  Inescort  becomes  the  new 
prison  head.  Her  regime  turns  the  place 
into  a  neat  appearing  girls'  school  and  club, 
and  the  dastardly  attempts  of  the  deposed 
Miss  Dale  to  get  Miss  Inescort  canned  are 
foiled.  Everything  is  just  dandy  at  the 
picture  ends. 

CAST:  Rochelle  Hudson,  Frieda  Inescort, 
June  Lang,  Lola  Lane,  Glenn  Ford,  Iris 
Meredith,  Lorna  Gray,  Esther  Dale,  William 
Farnum,  Mary  Field,  Beatrice  Blinn,  June 
Gittelson,   Dorothy  Appleby. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ralph  Cohn;  Direc- 
tor, Nick  Grinde;  Screenplay,  Joseph  Carole; 
Story,  Martin  Mooney  and  Alex  Gottlieb; 
Cameraman,    B.    Kline;    Editor,   J.    Sweeney. 

DIRECTION,  O.K.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Special  Awards  Offered 

for  Montague  Campaign 

Columbia  has  set  aside  special 
division  managers'  cash  awards  as  a 
further  stimulus  for  the  "Montague 
Fifteenth  Anniversary  Campaign'' 
which  will  end  May  10.  Awards  will 
cover  a  period  of  eight  weeks  ending 
April  26  and  will  go  to  the  two 
division  managers  whose  districts 
show  the  greatest  improvement  in 
billings  against  quotas  set  on  aver- 
age weekly  billings  covering  a  per- 
iod from  July  15,  1937  to  June  30, 
1939. 


Talk   New  Operating  Deal 

Montreal — Meeting  of  sharehold- 
ers of  Loew's  London  Theaters,  Ltd., 
to  consider  a  new  operating  deal  is 
expected  "in  a  few  weeks,"  according 
to  B.  V.  McCrimmon,  secretary.  Ne- 
gotiations are  in  progress. 


Change  in  Name  Only 

Firm  of  Charles  J.  Weinstein  & 
Co.,  Inc.,  in  the  future  will  be  known 
as  Charles  J.  Winston  &  Co.,  Inc., 
with  no  change  in  management  or 
policy. 
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"Shooting  High" 

with  Jane  Withers  and  Gene  Autry 
20tfc-*ox  65  Mins. 

-r~y  (HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 
BURLESQUE    ON    MAKING    OF    "EPIC 
WESTERNS"   PROVIDES   ENJOYABLE   EN- 
TERTAINMENT. 

The  Autry  fans  will  be  seeing  Gene  in 
something  quite  different  from  the  usual 
Western.  The  songs  are  still  there,  but  the 
plot  is  off  the  beaten  track.  Gene  is  still 
the  likeable  fellow  who  sings  pleasant  songs, 
and  with  this  picture  playing  better  dates, 
a  wider  circle  of  fans  will  get  to  know 
Gene.  As  for  Jane  Withers,  she  is  as 
always  her  spark  plug  self  who  is  getting 
herself  or  someone  into  and  out  of  trouble. 
This  combination  of  Gene  and  Jane  should 
sell  a  lot  of  tickets  since  both  personalities 
have  hosts  of  fans.  The  piece  is  sort  of  a 
burlesque  on  the  making  of  "Epic  West- 
erns." Comedy  predominates  with  Gene 
singing  a  number  of  songs,  with  Jane  join- 
ing him  in  a  couple.  There's  something  doing 
at  all  times  and  audiences  should  find  the 
affair  enjoyable  entertainment.  An  old  feud, 
which  has  never  ended,  keeps  things  in  a 
suspenseful  state  for  one  never  knows  just 
when  there  will  be  a  battle.  Hobart  Cava- 
naugh  has  a  large  role  in  which  he  does  a 
swell  job  as  the  combination  barber  and 
peace  officer.  Others  who  register  well  are 
Jack  Carson,  Marjorie  Weaver,  Robert  Low- 
ery,  Katharine  Aldridge  and  Hamilton  Mac- 
Fadden.  Al  Green  directed  for  action,  ex- 
citement and  laughs.  The  original  screen- 
play   was    the    work    of    Lou    Breslow    and 

I  Owen    Francis,    and    John    Stone    produced. 

I  As  for  story,  in  a  little  Western  town,  the 
fend  between  Gene  and  Marjorie  Weaver's 
people  still  goes  on.  Gene  and  Marjorie  are 
in  love,  and  Jane,  Marjorie's  younger  sister, 

;  is  doing  her  best  to  get  them  married.  The 
hatchet    is    buried    until    Gene    learns    that 

i  Marjorie's  father  is  scheming  to  get  his 
property.  Then  things  flare  up  until  a  film 
company  comes  to  town  to  make  a  picture 
on  the  life  of  Gene's  grandfather.  A  deal 
is  worked  out  by  the  opposing  clans,  one 
faction  wanting  the  highway,  while  the  other 
wants  the  picture.    For  a  while  it  seems  as 

:  though  Marjorie  will  fall  for  the  movie  hero, 

i  but  Jane  manages  to  have  him  run  out  of 
town  while  Gene  takes  his  place  to  become 
a  movie  hero  as  well  as  a  real  one  when 
three  bank  robbers  who  managed  to  get 
into  the  picture,  are  caught.  He  also  gets 
Marjorie. 

CAST:  Jane  Withers,  Gene  Autry,  Mar- 
jorie Weaver,  Robert  Lowery,  Katharine 
Aldridge,  Hobart  Cavanaugh,  Frank  M. 
Thomas,  Jack  Carson,  Hamilton  MacFadden, 
Charles  Middleton,  Ed  Brady,  Tom  London, 
Eddie  Acuff,  Pat  O'Malley,  George  Chan- 
dler. 

CREDITS:  Associate  producer,  John  Stone; 
Director,  Alfred  E.  Green;  Authors,  Lou 
Breslow     and     Owen     Francis;     Screenplay, 

;  same;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Palmer,  ASC;  Art 
directors,  Richard  Day,  Lewis  Creber;  Edi- 
tor, Nick  De  Maggio;  Musical  director, 
Samuel  Kaylin;  Music  and  Lyrics:  "Wan- 
derers" by  Felix  Bernard,  Paul  Francis 
Webster;  "Santy  of  Dreams"  by  Gene  Autry 
and  Johnnie  Marvin;  "Only  One  Love  in  a 
Lifetime"   by  Gene   Autry,   Johnnie   Marvin 

|  and  Harry  Tobias;  "Little  Old  Band  of 
Gold"  by  Gene  Autry,  Charles  Newman  and 
Fred  Glickman. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


"The  Marines  Fly 
High" 

with   Richard  Dix,  Chester  Morris, 

Lucille  Ball 

RKO  68  Mins. 

ADVENTURE  STORY  IN  TROPICAL  SET- 
TING WILL  ENTERTAIN  NABE  AUDI- 
ENCES. 

Set  in  the  tropics,  replete  with  action 
and  skullduggery,  and  garnished  off  with 
a  touch  of  romance,  nabe  audiences  should 
be  entertained  by  this  new  RKO  release. 
Story  is  cut  from  a  familiar  pattern,  but  the 
players  are  engaging,  the  settings  are  inter- 
esting and  the  plot  is  plausible.  Richard 
Dix  and  Chester  Morris  ably  portray  a 
couple  of  Marines,  and  Lucille  Ball  attrac- 
tively supplies  the  female  interest.  Steffi 
Duna  gives  a  good  characterization  and 
John  Eldredge  is  an  amiable  villain.  Outly- 
ing plantations  near  a  post  where  U.  S. 
Marines  are  training  native  troops  are  being 
pillaged  by  an  outlaw  chieftain  and  a  gang 
of  cutthroats.  Dix  is  in  love  with  Miss  Ball, 
who  operates  a  plantation  nearby.  Arrival 
of  Chester  Morris  immediately  complicates 
matters  as  Morris  sets  full  sails  for  her  af- 
fection. Escorted  by  Dix  and  Morris,  Lucille 
rides  out  to  get  some  money  from  a  safe 
at  her  plantation,  but  Eldredge  ambushes 
them.  He  captures  Lucille,  but  later  re- 
leases her.  She  unwittingly  leads  Morris 
and  a  column  of  troops  into  an  ambush. 
However,  Dix,  flying  a  borrowed  plane  as 
he  is  still  under  a  doctor's  care,  discovers 
the  ambush  and  in  a  fast  finish  Eldredge 
gets  his  just  deserts  and  the  Marines  come 
through  again.  Incidentally,  Dix  gets  the 
girl  after  some  further  complications. 

CAST:  Richard  Dix,  Lucille  Ball,  Chester 
Morris,  John  Eldredge,  Steffi  Duna,  Paul 
Harvey,  Horace  MacMahon,  Dick  Hogan, 
Robert  Stanton,  Ann  Shoemaker,  Nestor 
Paiva,    Ethan   Laidlaw. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Sisk;  Direc- 
tors, George  Nicholls,  Jr.,  and  Ben  Stoloff; 
Screenplay,  Jerry  Cady  and  Lt.  Commander 
A.  J.  Bolton;  Story,  A.  C.  Edington;  Cam- 
eraman, Frank  Redman;  Editor,  Frederic 
Knudtson. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


$500,000  Film  Building 

Planned  by  Jack  G.  Leo 

Plans  have  been  filed  with 
the  Housing  and  Building  Dept., 
calling  for  the  construction  of  a  six- 
story  film  building  and  stores  on  the 
premises  332-346  West  44th  St, 

Building  will  house  a  film  factory, 
offices  and  film  vaults  in  addition  to 
the  stores.  Owner  listed  on  the 
plans,  filed  by  Architect  J.  J.  Fur- 
man,  is  Jack  G.  Leo  of  330  West  42nd 
St. 

Estimated  cost  of  the  project  is 
$500,000. 

GWTW  Bookings  at  956 

Adding  of  22  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  dates  yesterday  brings  the 
total  bookings  in  the  U.  S.  and  Can- 
ada to  956  in  852  cities. 


"Castle  On  The 
Hudson" 

with  John  Garfield,  Ann  Sheridan, 
Pat   O'Brien,    Burgess    Meredith 

Warners  77  Mins. 

PRISON  DRAMA  BASED  ON  LEWIS  E. 
LAWES  STORY  HAS  ABLE  CAST  AND  FINE 
DIRECTION. 

Based  on  a  story  by  Warden  Lewis  E. 
Lawes  of  Sing  Sing,  an  able  cast  and  deft 
direction  make  film  interesting  fare  for  the 
crime  and  action  fans,  not  to  mention  the 
Garfield  and  Sheridan  fans.  Exhibitors  have 
material  to  exploit  and  plenty  of  names  for 
their  marquees.  Picture  should  do  good 
business  generally.  John  Garfield,  Burgess 
Meredith,  Ann  Sheridan  and  Pat  O'Brien 
headline  the  cast,  with  able  characteriza- 
tions provided  by  "Big  Boy"  Williams  and 
Jerome  Cowan  in  supporting  roles.  The 
story  is  a  familiar  one  in  many  respects, 
with  its  freshness  due  to  the  cast  and  direc- 
tion of  Anatole  Litvak.  Garfield,  a  tough 
thug  in  love  with  Ann  Sheridan,  goes  to 
prison  after  a  robbery.  The  toughness  is 
taken  out  of  him  by  warden  Pat  O'Brien  and 
Garfield    wisely    refuses    to    join    a    prison 


break  which  ends  disastrously.  However, 
trouble  ensues  for  him  even  though  he  is  in 
jail  as  he  is  jealous  of  Jerome  Cowan,  a 
politician  with  a  yen  for  Miss  Sheridan. 
A  telegram  comes  to  the  prison  saying  she 
is  dying  and  O'Brien  lets  him  out  on  his 
honor  to  return.  He  discovers  that  Cowan 
is  responsible  for  her  injuries  and  in  a 
fight  with  him  Cowan  is  killed  by  Ann. 
But  blame  points  to  Garfield  and  he  goes 
to  the  chair  for  it  after  returning  to  prison 
when  he  had  a  chance  to  get  out  of  the 
country  in  order  to  save  O'Brien's  skin  when 
his  unorthodox  parole  is  discovered.  Burgess 
Meredith  has  a  small  role  as  one  of  the 
jail  breakers,  but  is  fine  in  it. 

CAST:  John  Garfield,  Pat  O'Brien,  Ann 
Sheridan,  Burgess  Meredith,  Jerome  Cowan, 
Henry  O'Neill  Guinn  "Big  Boy"  Williams, 
John  Litel,  Margot  Stevenson,  Willard  Rob- 
ertson, Edward  Pawley,  Billy  Wayne,  Nedda 
Harrigan,  Wade  Boteler,  Barbara  Pepper, 
Robert  Strange. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Samuel 
Bischoff;  Director,  Anatole  Litvak;  Screen- 
play, Seton  I.  Miller,  Brown  Holmes  and 
Courtney  Terrett;  Based  on  a  book  by 
Lewis  E.  Lawes;  Cameraman,  Arthur  Ede- 
son;   Editor,  Thomas  Richards. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 
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WARNERS,  MUSICIANS 
TO  CONFER  ON  DISPUTE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

expected  that  several  execs,  of  the 
Philadelphia  musicians'  local,  No.  77, 
will  also  sit  in  at  the  confabs. 

Warners  ended  their  employment 
of  musicians  in  Philly  on  Dec.  1  in 
protest  against  being  forced  to  use 
musicians  in  houses  where  they  did 
not  need  them.  The  musicians  are 
reported  to  have  appealed  to  the 
A  F  of  M  international  and  the 
IATSE  for  help.  However,  the  IA 
has  not  forced  the  issue  because  of 
heavy  employment  of  its  members 
in  Warner  houses,  and  the  A  F  of 
M  would  not  call  out  musicians  in 
other  Warner  houses  and  in  the  War- 
ner studios. 

Support  of  the  A  F  of  M  has 
been  pledged  the  Local  by  Weber, 
and  it  is  hoped  by  the  musicians  that 
some  solution  can  be  worked  out  at 
tomorrow's  huddle. 


Court  Finds  for  Lloyd 

In  Rapp  Plagiarism  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  film  "Professor  Beware"  in- 
fringed their  story,  "Greek  to  You," 
upheld  the  contention  of  Louis  Ni- 
zer,  attorney  for  the  defendants, 
that  there  was  no  such  cause  of  ac- 
tion as  a  conversion  of  oral  prop- 
erty, which  point  had  been  raised 
during  the  proceeding  by  plaintiff's 
counsel,  Philip  Wittenberg. 

The  Court  took  the  matter  from 
the  jury,  refused  to  consider  any 
oral  conversations  at  this  time,  and 
ruled  that  comparison  would  be  made 
of  the  Rapp-Brentano  script  with 
the  Lloyd  feature  picture  in  order  to 
decide  if  sufficient  similarity  existed 
to  wan-ant  submitting  anything  to 
a  jury.  — 


Archbishop  to  Receive  Film 
of  Pope's  Reception  of  Taylor 

Rome  (By  Cable)— Film  of  Pope 
Pius  XII's  reception  of  President 
Roosevelt's  personal  representative 
at  the  Vatican — Myron  C.  Taylor — 
will  be  sent  to  Archbishop  Francis 
J.  Spellman  of  New  York,  who  is  au- 
thorized to  decide  upon  exhibiting 
it. 


Loses  Race  to  Stork 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Ray  Milland  Wednes- 
day lost  to  the  stork  in  an  all-night 
race  by  land  and  air  when  a  six  and 
one-half  pound  son  was  born  to  Mrs. 
Muriel  Weber  Milland  at  Cedars  of 
Lebanon  Hospital.  Milland  was 
grounded  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
in  a  dash  back  here  from  Sun  Valley, 
Idaho. 


Vitagraph  Suit  Settled 

Suit  of  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  against 
Behrend  Motion  Picture  Supply 
House  for  $37,500  has  been  settled 
and  discontinued  according  to  af- 
fidavits filed  in  the  Federal  Court 
yesterday.  Vitagraph  had  sued 
claiming  infringement   of   150   stills. 


Theater  Building  and  Reconstruction 
Projects  Call  for  Spending  $900,000 


for 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Louis    Schussel    of   the    Farnum        Manchester,    N. 


H. — Construction 


at   Hamtramck. 


Bzovi  Starts  1,200-Seater 

Detroit — Andrew  Bzovi,  owner  of 
the  Ecorse  Theater  at  Ecorse,  has 
begun  construction  of  a  new  Harbor 
Theater,  also  in  Ecorse,  at  Outer 
Drive  and  West  Jefferson  Avenue. 
New  house  will  have  1,200  seats,  and 
will  open  in  September.  Bennett  & 
Straight  are  architects. 


work  has  been  started  on  the  new 
550-seat  film  theater  to  be  opened 
in  May  by  Lucien  Descoteaux. 


Rosser  Builds  in  Clinton 

Charlotte,  N.  C— R.  P.  Rosser  is 
building  a  new  house  in  Clinton. 
Rosser  owns  two  other  theaters  in 
Sanford. 


GARY  THEATER  CASE 
ADJOURNS  TILL  TODAY 


Sycamore   Corp.   Buys   Site 

East  Hartford,  Conn. — Sycamore 
Corp.  has  purchased  the  property  at  I 
the  southeast  corner  of  Main  St.  and 
Wells  Ave.,  and  announces  that  a 
theater  to  seat  1,000  persons  will 
be  built  on  the  site  immediately. 


Harrell  Builds  in  Cleves 

Cleves,  O. — Robert  J.  Harrell,  op-  i 
erator    of    the    Avalon    Theater,    is 
building  a  new  house  here  and  has 
contracted  with  RCA  Photophone  for 
the  sound  equipment. 


New   House  for  Libson 
Libson,  Tex. — A  new  500-seat  the- 
ater will  be  erected  at  once  adjacent 
to  the  U.  S.  Veterans'  Hospital.     It 
will  be  managed  by  Irving  Lambert. 


Dallas   Project  Approved 

Dallas — Construction  of  a  theater 
on  property  owned  by  the  Cole  Es- 
tate on  North  Fitzhugh  between  Al- 
cott  and  Milam  has  been  approved 
by  the  board  of  adjustment  on  Zon- 
ing matters. 


Two  Houses  for  Morrilton 

Morrilton,  Ark. — Malco  Theaters, 
Inc.,  which  has  owned  and  operated 
the  Rialto  here  since  1927,  has 
bought  a  two-story  brick  building 
and  will  open  a  Class  B  theater  in 
early    Spring. 

Sid  Metcalf  and  S.  B.  McSwain, 
who  operated  the  burned  Ritz  here, 
will  erect  a  600-seat  film  house  on 
North  St.  House  is  expected  to  open 
May.  1. 


Contract  to  Stephens  Co. 

Chicago — The  Rodgers  circuit  will 
build  a  1,100-seat  theater  at  Carbon- 
dale,  that  will  cost  $100,000.  Ed- 
gar Stephens  Co.  has  been  awarded 
the  building  contract. 


Malco   to   Build    In    Summer 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Malco  Theaters, 
Inc.,  plans  to  construct  a  modern 
film  theater  in  Park  Hill,  North 
Little  Rock,  this  summer.  House 
probably  will  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy by  Jan.  1. 


Robert  Bryant  Building 
Rock  Hill,  S.  C.— Robert  E.  Bry- 
ant has  let  the  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  750-seat  theater 
which  will  be  completed  in  the 
Spring. 

Jones-Gibbons  to  Build 

Forest,  O. — Leo  T.  Jones,  who 
owns  the  New  Star  theater  at  Upper 
Sanducky,  and  Edward  T.  Gibbons 
of  Canton,  have  purchased  a  busi- 
ness block  here  which  they  will  re- 
build into  a  230-seater.  Town  now 
has  no  theater. 


Mrs.  Ziehm  Building 

Milwaukee — Mrs.  Fred  Ziehm,  who 
operated  a  theater  at  Crandon  for  10 
years  until  she  sold  out  in  1938,  is  [ 
building    a    new    house    at    nearby 
Pulaski.     She  has  signed  with  RCA  ! 
Photophone  for  sound  equipment. 

Settos  to  Build  in  Spring 

Indianapolis  —  George  Settos,  of 
the  Settos  Circuit  will  build  a  new 
700-seat  theater  in  Huntingburg  this 
Spring. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tors.  He  said  that  clearance  exists 
but  that  it  is  reasonable.         Jj  ;,ii 

Attorney  David  Levinson  foRL  & 
K  and  Vincent  O'Brien  for  Warner 
Theater  circuit  made  opening  state- 
ments for  their  clients  and  their 
clearance   situation. 

Under  examination  of  his  attorney. 
Albert  Gavit,  V.  U.  Young,  plaintiff, 
owner  of  the  Tivoli  and  Palace  The- 
aters, Gary,  Ind.,  and  manager  of 
Theatrical  Managers,  Inc.,  control- 
ling 26  other  Indiana  theaters,  de- 
scribed how  the  Chicago  clearance 
situation  affected  his  theaters  and 
said  it  was  excessive  and  unfair  to 
Gary  theaters  which  are  in  the  Chi- 
cago clearance  pool. 

Judge  Holly  adjourned  court  until 
10  o'clock  this  morning,  when 
Young's  testimony  will  be  continued, 
with  cross-examination  from  defend- 
ants' attorneys  to  follow.     ' 


Building  in  Roseville 
Roseville,  Calif.  —  Harvey  Smith, 
manager  of  the  New  Roseville  The- 
ater, announced  plans  for  construc- 
tion of  a  new  theater  here  to  replace 
the  Roxy  Theater,  recently  destroyed 
by  fire.  It  will  be  a  unit  of  the 
Lima  &  Peters  chain. 


Negro   House   for   Richmond 

Richmond,  Va.  —  The  Lichtman 
Theater  Corp.  of  Washington,  opera- 
tors of  a  chain  of  Colored  theaters 
in  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  will  add  an- 
other link  to  its  chain  with  the 
building  of  a  450-seat  theater  here 
on  W.  Cary  St.  Edward  Sinnott, 
this  city,  is  the  architect. 


$75,000  Rebuilding  Planned 

Dover,  Me. — Plans  are  being 
drawn  for  rebuilding  of  the  Dover- 
Foxcroft  Theater1,  here  at  a  cost  of 
$75,000. 


To  Revamp   In  Battle   Creek 

Detroit  —  Butterfield  Circuit  is 
closing  the  Bijou  Theater  at  Battle 
Creek  for  complete  rebuilding,  March 
17.  New  house  will  have  1,300  seats, 
and  stage  facilities  for  vaudeville 
and  legit. 


Double  Seating  Capacity 

Maquoketa,  la. — The  Pastime  The- 
ater at  Maquoketa  will  undergo  a 
$14,000  remodeling  with  the  seating 
capacity  to  be  doubled.  Contract 
for  the  work  was  let  to  S.  R.  Peake, 
contractor  here. 


Schuckert    Will    Rebuild 
Cass    City,     Mich.   —   C,    Harold 
Schuckert,  president  of  Thumb  Thea- 
ters, Inc.,  has  announced  the  rebuild- 


N.  Y.  Tax  Budget  Passed 
Without  Retail  Sales  Tax 

(  Continued  from  Page  1) 

ilar  revenue-raising  measures,  such 
as  taxes  on  stock  transfers,  unin- 
corporated business,  personal  income, 
gasoline,  banks  and  original  motion 
picture  film. 

Adoption  of  the  budget  without 
recourse  to  a  retail  sales  tax,  per- 
ennial bugaboo  of  exhibitors,  is  re- 
garded as  a  victory  for  business.  Sole 
appreciable  remaining  revenue-rais- 
er to  be  disposed  of  the  pari-mutuel 
horse  racing  bill. 

Senator  C.  D.  Peer-y  hoppered  a 
measure  imposing  an  excise  tax  of 
$50  for  each  fee-collecting  phono- 
graph proposed  to  be  operated,  re- 
quiring registration  of  same  with  the 
tax  department. 


Union  to  Claim  Supervision 
Over  Film  Vending  Machines 

(  Continued  from  Page   1) 

Mills  Novelty  Company  to  produce 
pix  for  showing  in  coin-in-the-slot 
machines. 

Roosevelt's  Globe  Productions  will 
have  16  mm.  pictures  ready  as  soon 
as  the  projecting  machines  are  on 
the  market,  which  is  expected  to  be 
within  90  days. 


ing  of  the  burned  Cass  Theater.  He 
has  signed  with  RCA  Photophone  for 
new  sound  and  Brenkert  booth  equip- 
ment. 


Rowland  Will  Remodel 

Columbus,  O. — Fred  Rowland,  own- 
er of  the  Main  and  Parson  theaters, 
has  leased  the  Hollywood  Theater 
for  10  years.  J.  T.  Mendenhall  is 
the  owner.  House  was  formerly  op- 
erated by  Ralph  Reisinger.  The  500- 
seat  house  will  be  remodeled,  new 
front-marquee,  seats  and  equipment 
being  planned  by  Rowland. 
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International  in  Scope 
Independent   in   Thought 
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Wave  of  Hollywood  Re-makes  to  Continue  Next  Season 

SEE  $5,000,000  AS  EQUITY  SUIT'S  MINIMUM  COST 

$7,960,000  Republic  Gross  in  1939  is  Gain  of  7V2  P.  C. 


CFI    Reports    $628,297    Net, 

Equal  to  $1.57  on  the 

$2  Preferred 

Despite  war  conditions  overseas, 
Republic's  gross  income  from  world 
distribution  in  1939  hit  $7,960,000, 
an  increase  of  IVz  per  cent  over 
1938,  Herbert  J.  Yates,  CFI  presi- 
dent, declares  in  a  statement  to  CFI 
stockholders  accompanying  the  com- 
pany's annual  report. 

Yates  further  states  that  CFI's 
investment  in  Republic  remains  un- 
changed from  1937,  and  that  the 
company  is  continuing  its  policy  of 
financing  production  and  distribu- 
tion  of  Republic  product,  with  fur- 

'  Continued  on  Page  8) 


FRISCO  BOARD  ADOPTS 
BUILDING  RESTRICTION 


San  Francisco — The  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, by  a  9  to  2  vote,  adopted 
the  controversial  municipal  code 
amendment  reclassifying  the  seating 
capacity  of  motion  picture  theaters 
for  construction  or  alteration.  It 
'•  requires   that   all   theaters   of  more 

(Continued  nn   Pane  8) 


Pre-Trial  Exam,  of  Balaban 
in  Roman's  Suit  is  Denied 


Order  for  examination  before  trial 
of  Barney  Balaban,  as  president  of 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  was  denied 
on  Friday  to  Benjamin  Roman  by 
the  Appellate  Division  of  the  New 
York   Supreme   Court.      Roman  had 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


ISichel-in^slot  Pix 
May  Have  Music,  Too 

Chicago  —  Those  nickel-in-the-slot 
movies  may  have  musical  accompaniment. 

Herbert  Corp.,  with  headquarters  at 
3125  W.  Chicago  Ave.,  has  been  or- 
ganized to  manufacture  an  automatic 
multi-player  phonograph  which  may  be 
included  in  the  automatic  projectors,  it 
is   reported. 


NLRB  Trial  Examiner  Accuses  8  Studios 

Of  Unfair  Labor  Practices  in  SWG  Case 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 
Washington — Eight  producers — "U."  S-l,  20th-Fox,   Loew's,  WB,   RKO,  Columbia  and 
Para. — were  charged  with  unfair  labor  practices  and  interference  with   right  of  employes 
to  self-organization  Saturday  by  Trial  Examiner  J.  J.  Fitzpatrick  of  the  NLRB  in  a  report 
on   the   SWG  public   hearings   held   last   August. 

Fitzpatrick  recommended  that  the  studios,  except  S-l,  cease  giving  effect  to  their 
contracts  with  Screen  Playwrights  and  that  the  NLRB  dismiss  those  portions  of  the 
complaint  which    alleged  a    refusal   to   bargain    in   good   faith   with   SWG. 


$13,587,000  GROSS     i  UNIONS  CLAIM  WAGE 


REGISTERED  BY  GWTW 


Gross  figure  of  approximately 
$13,587,000  has  been  piled  up  by 
GWTW  up  to  this  morning,  accord- 
ing to  the  latest  figures  available 
over    the    week-end.       Picture    still 

(Continued    on    Page    5) 


TILT  WON  BY  DEFAULT 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Vice-Chairman  J. 
W.  Buzzell,  acting  upon  instructions 
from  Chairman  William  Bioff,  has 
notified   producers   that  the   confer- 

(Continned  on  Page  8) 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

Gov't  Bares  500  Witnesses — Return  to  Rome? 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL 


DOMESTIC 

EQUITY  SUIT:  The  Government 
finally  announced  names  of  its  500 
witnesses  in  the  N.  Y.  equity  suit. 
Court  denied  Gov't's  plea  for  order 
preventing  intimidation  of  its  wit- 
nesses. Federal  Judge  Knox  inti- 
mated,   "inadvertently,"  that  equity 


suit  might  be  settled  before  trial. 
*         *         * 

NEELY  BILL :  As  House  commit- 
tee cleared  way  for  Neely  bill  hear- 
ing, 789  of  899  Texas  theaters  came 
out  against  it,  and  the  prexy  of  the 
Better  Film  Council  of  Chicago  an- 

(Continued   on   Page    10) 


Current  Hollywood  Wave  of  Re-makes 
To  Continue  in  1940-41,  Check  Shows 


Paramount  Broadway  Corp. 
Reports  $756,688  Deficit 

A  deficit  of  $756,688.88  for  the 
year  ended  Dec.  21,  1939,  was  re- 
ported by  the  Paramount  Broadway 
Corp.,  operators  of  the  Paramount 
Theater  and  Bldg.,  Bi'oadway.      In- 

(Continued  mi  Page  10) 


By  RALPH  WILK 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Wave  of  re-makes 
which  Hollywood  is  currently  experi- 
encing will  continue  in  1940-41,  stu- 
dio  check  indicates. 

Warners,    which    this    season    has 

had  such  pix  as  "A  Child  is  Born" 

("Life  Begins")  and  "Castle  on  the 

Hudson"     ("20,000    Years    in     Sing 

(Continued  on  Page   101 


Government's  Witnesses  to  be 

Brought  on  for  Personal 

Testimony 

Cost  of  the  Government's  equity 
suit  against  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry has  been  estimated  conser- 
vatively at  $5,000,000,  while  some 
observers  place  the  figure  at  from 
$8,000,000  to  $10,000,000.  These 
estimates  do  not  include  the  work 
already  done  on  the  case  by  plain- 
tiff   and    defendants. 

Research  by  the  distributors,  in- 
cluding the  compiling  of  records, 
preparation  of  data  and  allied  ac- 
tivity will  involve  an  expenditure 
ranging  from  $300,000  to  $450,000. 
The  battery  of  legal  talent  retained 
by  the  distributors  also  will  account 
for  a  large  percentage  of  the  de- 
fendants' costs. 

While    the    Government    will    not 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


CROSS  APPLICATIONS 
HEARING  ON  MARCH  18 


Cross  applications  of  Columbia 
and  the  Government  in  reference  to 
answers  to  interrogatories  in  the 
New  York  equity  action  brought  by 
the  D  of  J  against  the  majors  were 

(Continued   on   Page    10) 


Ohio  ITO  Says  Dies  Does 
Exhibs.  "Grave   Injustice" 

Columbus,  O. — Demand  that  the 
Dies  Committee  modify  its  "iniqui- 
tous charge  against  an  entire  indus- 

(Continued   on   Page    10) 


If  the  South  Had 

Only  Won  in  '65 — 

Chicago  —  Brotman  circuit's  Avaloe 
Theater  on  the  West  Side  used  this 
newspaper  display  copy: 

"We  couldn't  get  'Cone  With  the 
Wind'  today,  so  here's  Scarlett's  boy- 
friend, Laurence  Olivier,  in  the  pic- 
ture that  would  have  won  the  (Academy) 
Award  if  the  South  had  won  the  war. 
Don't    miss    'Wuthering    Heights'." 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY,  MAR.  8) 
NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

High     Low     Cose 

Am.    Seat 103/4     103,4     103^    + 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)    IVe       TVa       V/a  — 
Columbia    Picts.   pfd..   22         21  Vi     22       + 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 9%       9Vi       9Vz  — 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd 

East.    Kodak    153y4  153%  153%   + 

do    pfd 173       173       173       — 

Cen.    Th.     Eq 12V4     12'/4     12y4      . 

Loew's,    Inc 35%     35         35       — 

do    pfd 

Paramount      7%       7%       7%  — 

Paramount    1st    pfd...    92         92         92       + 
Paramount  2nd  pfd...      9%       9%       9%  — 

Pathe    Film     11%     "%     11%  — 

RKO     1%       1%       1%      . 

20th     Century-Fox     ..11%     11%     11% 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  23%     23%     23% 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 92         90         90 

Warner    Bros 3%       33^       33,4 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith    B.    F.    ref.    6s46 

Loew's   deb.    3%s46.  .  1043/8   104%   1043/8    + 
Para.     B'way    3s55   .50         50         50 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 %s47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Brcs.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.     ...13-16  13-16  13-16  — 

Sonotone    Corp 1%       13,4       134 

Technicolor 15%     15%     15%  — 

Trans-Lux     1  %       1  %       1  %    + 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      43,4       4%       4%  — 
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Whitney  on  Trust  Board 

John  Hay  Whitney  has  been  elect- 
ed to  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
U.  S.  Trust  Co. 


Young  woman  college  graduate,  seven 
years'  experience  film  industry,  wishes 
position  private  secretary,  takes  dicta- 
tion as  fast  as  anyone  can  dictate,  type- 
writes perfectly,  has  intelligent  knowl- 
edge motion  picture  industry,  excellent 
reference. 


Box  1600 
1501    B'way 


THE  FILM  DAILY 
N.  Y.  C. 


■  The  Broadway  Parade  S 

Picture  and    Difributor  Theater 

The    Grapes    of    Wrath    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)— 7th    week Rivoli 

Pinocchio   (RKO  Radio-Walt  Disney)— 5th  week Center 

Seventeen     (Paramount     Pictures) — 2nd     week Paramount 

Castie  on  the  Hudson    (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) — 2nd   week Globe 

Northwest     Passage     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) ■  - .  .Capitol 

Tco    Many   Husbands    (Columbia    Pictures) Music    Hall 

Vigil   in   the   Night    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) - Roxy 

Three  Cheers  for  the   Irish    (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) Strand 

The    Fight    for    Life     (U.    S.    Cov't-Lorenz) Belmont 

Wolf   ot    New   York    (Republic    Pictures) ..Criterion 

Double    Alibi     (Universal     Pictures) Rialto 

They  Came  by  Night   (Twentieth  Century-Fox)    (a) Central 

Blazing    Six-Shooters    (Columbia    Pictures)     (a) -Central 

The     Fighting     Irish     (Warner     Bros.     Pictures)      (a-b) Palace 

Young    as    You    Feel    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)     (a) Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUNS    ♦ 

Gone    With    the    Wind     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — 13th    week Astor 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Louise     (Mayer-Burstyn) — 6th    week Little    Carnegie 

The    Human    Beast    (Juno    Films) — 4th   week 55th    St.    Playhouse 

The    Baker's    Wife    (The    Baker's    Wife    Co.)— 3rd    week World 

Friendship      (Esperia      Films) — 2nd     week .Cinecitta 

Harvest  (French  Cinema  Center) — 2nd  week   (b) 5th  Ave.  Playhouse 

Mobleza    Baturra     (Scandinavian    Talking    Pictures) 48th    St.    Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Road    to    Singapore     (Paramount    Pictures) — March     13 Paramount 

It's    a     Date     (Universal     Pictures) — March     20 Rivoli 

Rebecca     (United    Artists-Selznick     International) — Mar.    28 Music     Hall 

The   Outsider    (Alliance   Films)    (c) •- Little   Carnegie 

Parole    Fixer    (Paramount    Pictures) — March    14 Criterion 

Virginia    City     (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — March    22 Strand 

Broadway   Melody   of   1940    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)     (c) Capitol 

My  Little  Chickadee   (Universal   Pictures)    (c) Roxy 

Hidden    Enemy    (Monogram    Pictures) — March    14    (a) Central 

Hills    of    the    Saddle    (Republic    Pictures)— March    14     (a) Central 

Young    Tom    Edison    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)     (c) Music    Hall 

Abe   Lincoln   in   Illinois    (RKO  Radio   Pictures) — Mar.    14    (a-b) Palace 

The    Blue    Bird    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — March    14    (a-b) Palace 

The    Great    Fight     (Esperia    Films) — March    14 Cinecitta 

(a)    Dual   bill,      (d)    Subsequent    run.      (c)    Follows    current    bill. 


Denies  Reports  Three  Indie      Screen  18  by  20  Inches  for 
Poster  Exchanges  Acquired  Coin-in-Slot  Pictures 


Atlanta — Reports  that  Advertising 
Accessories,  Inc.,  had  acquired  Pos- 
ter Exchange,  Inc.,  of  Atlanta,  Rex 
Poster  Exchange  of  New  Orleans  and 
D.  C.  Poster  Exchange  of  Washing- 
ton were  denied  by  John  I.  Kelley, 
attorney  for  the  poster  concerns. 


Charles  Casanave,  general  man- 
ager of  Advertising  Accessories, 
said  on  Friday  that  deals  with  the 
three  poster  companies  had  not  yet 
been  consummated.  Casanave  left 
Friday  night  for  the  Coast  where 
he  expects  to  close  deals  for  three 
western  poster  companies. 


Chicago — James  Roosevelt's  coin- 
in-slot  pictures  device  will  use  a 
screen  18  by  22  inches  and  will  show 
six  3-minute  films  on  different  sub- 
jects at  five  cents  a  reel.  This  in- 
formation was  imparted  by  Roose- 
velt on  Friday  in  an  address  before 
the  Byline  Club. 

Roosevelt  contended  that  the  ma- 
chines would  not  compete  with  the- 
aters in  that  they  would  make  the 
public  more  picture  conscious. 


Para.  Signs  Fredric  March 
for  Joseph  Conrad's  "Victory" 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  signed 
Fredric  March  to  star  in  Joseph  Con- 
rad's "Victory"  with  John  Cromwell 
directing  and  Anthony  Veiller  pro- 
ducing. Continuity  was  prepared  by 
John  Balderston.  Filming  will  start 
on  May  15. 


Rites  Held  for  Col.  Jenkins 

Neligh,  Neb.  —  Funeral  services 
were  held  here  Thursday  for  Col. 
J.  C.  Jenkins,  82,  operator  of  the 
fust  movie  house  here,  and  for 
20  years  the  Motion  Picture  Her- 
ald's   "vagybond    colyumist." 


Thomas  W.  Yates,  Exec. 

of  CFI,  Dies  in  Jersey 

Englewood,  N.  J. — Thomas  W. 
Yates,  67,  supervisor  of  the  real 
estate  and  insurance  department  of 
Consolidated  Film  Industries,  and 
brother  of  Herbert  J.  Yates,  CFI 
president,  died  here  on  Friday. 

Deceased,  for  many  years  active  in 
the  affairs  of  both  the  company's 
home  office  and  laboratories,  had 
been  ill  for  some  time. 


300  "Pinocchio"  Bookings 
Announced  for  Easter  Week 


Approximately  300  theaters  will 
play  "Pinocchio"  during  Easter 
Week,  Ned  Depinet,  RKO  vice-presi- 
dent, announced  Friday.  Every 
available  print  has  been  booked  into 
important  key  towns,  Depinet  said, 
and  the  number  of  day-and-date 
runs  will  reach  a  new  high. 


cominc  ADD  GoiriG 


ROBERT  GILLHAM,  advertising  and  publicity 
head  of  Paramount,  returns  to  New  York  to- 
morrow  from   the  Coast. 

S.  BARRET  McCORMICK,  RKO  ad-pub.  direc- 
tor, left  Friday  night  for  Coast  conferenn-s  on 
new   product.  rj>    i 

MICHAEL  POLLER,  playdate  department" head 
for  RKO,  left  Saturday  for  a  two-week  vaca- 
tion  in   Miami. 

LYNN  FARNOL,  UA  ad-pub  chief,  left  Sat- 
urday   for   Hollywood. 

HARRY  L.  COLD,  v.-p.  and  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager for  UA,  is  due  home  today  from  the  Coast. 

DAVID  L.  LOEW  left  Friday  for  the  Coast 
after  a  brief  stay  in  the  East. 

HERBERT  WILCOX,  RKO  producer,  is  due 
to  arrive  in  New  York  today  on  a  brief  busi- 
ness trip. 

HERB  MaclNTYRE  and  HARRY  MICHALSON 
of  RKO  will  meet  company  branch  managers 
and  salesmen  of  Northwest  area  tomorrow 
Minneapolis. 

ERNST  LUBITSCH  left  for  Hollywood  Friday 
'ollowing  a  vacation  in  New  York  and  the 
Virgin   Islands. 

THOMAS  MITCHELL,  actor,  is  due  to  arrive 
in   New  York   this  morning  from   the  Ccast. 

BENJAMIN  F.  GLAZER,  writer,  left  New  York 
at   the   week-end   for   Hollywood. 

WILLIAM  F.  McDERMOTT,  critic  on  the 
Cleveland  Plain  Dealer,  is  taking  in  the  Broad- 
way  shows. 

ERNEST  SCHOEDSACK  has  sailed  from  Hol- 
ywood   for  Central   America. 

SONJA  HENIE,  her  mother  and  brother,  have 
sailed   for   a   vacation    in   Hawaii. 

PAT  CASEY  arrived  at  the  Coast  at  the  week- 
end  after  two   weeks   in    New  York. 

PAUL  SMITH  planed  from  the  Coast  for  New 
York  at  the  week-end. 


Gary  Anti-Trust  Hearings 
To  Resume  Today  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Hearings  on  the  Gary 
anti-trust  suit  will  be  resumed  today. 
Judge  Holly  ordered  a  recess  on 
Friday  after  Clyde  Winans,  city 
manager  in  Gary  for  the  Young  cir- 
cuit, had  identified  various  contracts 
and  had  given  a  history  of  the  the- 
ater situation  in  the  town  since  1933. 

Sam  Shirley,  retired  M-G-M  dis- 
trict manager,  and  Clyde  Eckhardt, 
20th  Century-Fox  branch  manager, 
were  present  at  the  hearings  and 
may  be  called  later  to  testify. 


10,000  Terry-Toon  Sales 

Give  Series  Record  High 

Terry-Toon  theater  contracts, 
passing  the  10,000  mark,  have  hit  an 
all-time  high,  according  to  William 
J.  Clark,  shorts  subject  sales  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox.  Series  is  in  its 
11th    year. 
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Qpening  to  big  business 

on  its  first  day  at  the  Miami 
Sheridan,  Paramount' s  "Road  to 
Singapore"  turned  in  a  second- 
day  gross  equal  to  the  first, 
then  climbed  to  a  terrific  third 
day  * . .  the  biggest  third  day  of 
any  picture  playing  the  house 
this  season*  In  other  words,  at 
its  first  engagement  "Road  to 
Singapore"  runs  true  to  Para- 
mount's  prediction*  Word  of 
mouth  about  this  smash  laugh, 
love,  and  hit  tune  show  is  sure  to 
make  it  the  "builder 'of  the  year* 
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SEE  $5,000,000  AS 
EQUITY  SUIT'S  COST 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

have  the  heavy  legal  fees,  cost  of 
bringing  hundreds  of  witnesses  to 
Ne^\York  to  testify  will  be  exten- 
siv-i^  Witnesses  will  be  paid  live 
cents  a  mile  for  transportation  to 
and  from  New  York,  plus  from  $3  to 
$5  a  day  for  maintenance  while  here. 
Whether  all  of  the  550  Government 
witnesses,  plus  others  not  announced 
in  the  list  last  week,  will  be  called 
is  not  known,  but  it  is  reported  that 
the  Government  plans  to  bring  in  a 
large  number. 

It  was  learned  on  Friday  that  the 
witnesses  will  testify  in  person  and 
not  through  the  reading  of  deposi- 
tions into  the  records. 


Pre-Trial  Exam,  of  Balaban 
in  Roman's  Suit  is  Denied 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sought  the  examination  in  connec- 
tion with  a  suit  for  $250,000  dam- 
ages ag-ainst  Paramount  for  alleged 
breach  of  a  contract  under  which 
Roman  was  to  have  re-issue  rights 
to  the  films,  "The  Spoilers"  and 
"Morocco,"  in  New  York  and  North- 
ern New  Jersey. 


Artkino  to  Distribute 

New  Russian  Imports 


Resumption  of  the  distribution  of 
Russian  films  in  this  country  will 
take  place  shortly  with  four  new 
Soviet  productions  now  en  route 
here,  it  was  announced  by  Artkino 
Pictures,  new  org-anization  which 
supplants  Amkino  as  the  Soviet  dis- 
tribution org-anization  in  this  coun- 
try. Pictures  en  route  are:  "Minin 
And  Pojarski,"  "Stepan  Razin," 
"Teacher"  and  "Volga."  N.  Napoli, 
formerly  connected  with  Amkino, 
and  Rosa  Madell,  head  the  new  or- 
ganization. 


Preparing  Czech  Feature 

Edgar  E.  Lloyd,  11  W.  42nd  St., 
shortly  will  release  "The  Maidens' 
Guild  of  Kutna  Hora,"  Czech-Slovak- 
ian  feature  which  received  a  Venice 
Exposition  award  in  1938.  Pix  will 
have  English  titles. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on    their   birthdays: 


MARCH  11 


Raoul  Walsh 
William    Jaffee 


Ralph    A.    Kohn 
Don   M.   Alexander 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


•  •      •     MAYBE  it's  journalistic  treason  to  bring  this  subject  up 

but  it  appears  to  be  the  passion  of  some  colyumists  to  boast  in  print 

about  "beats"  they  score  over  one  another and  even  over 

the   general   news   gathering   agencies    of   their   own    and    rival   papers 

Well,    that's   fair   'nuf but   didja    ever   hear   of   these    same 

boastful  bozos  giving  the  slightest  intimation  of  the  many,  many  times 

they  caused  to  be  published stories  and  statements  which  proved 

to  be  as  false  as  the  whiskers  on  a  department  store  Santa  Claus? 

The  reason  why  these  colyumists  run  such  a  lot  of  pipe-dream  news  is 
because,  by  the  very  nature  of  their  calling,  they  find  it  necessary  to 
keep  company  with  Old  Dame  Rumor and  deal  in  a  sorta  clande- 
stine  commodity,    which   is    gossip   and   hearsay They   figure   it's 

better  to  take  a  chance  on  publishing  a  "tip" If  it  proves  false, 

well,  nothing  is  said  about  it Ah,  but  if  the  yarn  proves  to   be 

right,  then  it's  up  to  the  housetops  for  a  good  old  fashioned  boast 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  NOW  there's  one  item  (of  many)  which  won't  be 
clarioned  as  a  "beat"  by  a  colyumist  who  penned  it  to  his  public 

recently because  the  said  item  is  as  wacky  as  a  March  hare 

although  it  cannot  help  but  come  true  eventually The 

colyumist  reported  that  a  certain  delightful  young  film  and  stage 

actress  had  gone  to  join  the  Heavenly  Host As  last  week 

drew  to  a  close,  we  had  occasion  to  discuss  the  "tragedy"  with  the 

damsel  herself Jeraldine  Dvorak,  who  has  doubled  for  the 

Great   Garbo La  Dvorak  started   her  career  in  Hollywood, 

switched  over  to  the  Broadway  stage,  and  then  to  Europe's  foot- 
lights and  kliegs While  overseas,  she  had  a  chance  to  see 

some   drama   herself   when   the   ex-house-painter   marched   into 

Vienna Now  she's  back  in  the  U.  S.  and  with  her  eyes  turned 

toward  either  the  Hollywood  scene  or  the  Great  White  Way's  legit 

If  the  alluring  Czechoslovakian  Dvorak  goes  to  the  Coast, 

she  might  make  a  stopover  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and   have  a  talk 

with  the  spirit  of  Mark  Twain since  demises  of  both  have 

betimes  been  "grossly  exaggerated" 

T  ▼  T 

©      •      9     JUST  by  way  of  storting  the  approaching  Easter  Week  social 

ball   a'rolling Pacific   Mills,    in   association    with    Alexander   Korda 

and  UA.  dispatched  on  the  week-end  invites  for  a  Spring  preview  of  Thief 

of  Bagdad  Fashions   and  cocktail   party to  be   held  on   Tuesday. 

March  19,  from  3  to  6  p.m.  in  Monte  Proser's  Beachcomber on  Broad- 
way twixt  50th  and  51st  Sts. ...     •  West  Orange,  N.  J.,  will  doubtless  be 

the  scene  of  the  world  premiere   of  M-G-M's   "Edison,   the  Man" 

A  huge  petition,  measuring  12  by  3  feet,  has  found  its  way  to  the  Town 

Commission and    the    first    signer    was    Madeline    Edison    Sloane. 

the    inventor's    daughter while    the    second    was    a    grandson    of 

Edison's,  Michael  Edison  Sloane By   the   time   you   read  this  item, 

the  John  Hancocks  of  Jersey's  Senators  and  Congressmen,  plus  that  of 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  Edison,  will  have  been  affixed Phil  M.  would 

like  to  be  as  sure  of  eternity  as  that  West  Orange  will  get  this  world 
premiere! 

▼  T  T 

0  0  0  AIMEE  CRANE  is  preparing  an  exhibit  of  the  Theater 
Arts  at  the  Guy  Mayer  Gallery,  41  East  57th  St.,  from  March  18 

to  April  13 Sets,  models,  costume  sketches,  masks,  etc.,  will 

be  on  view Some  25  scenic  designers  are  listed  as  exhibitors 

Like  Abou  Ben  Adam,  the  name  of  Nat  (Radio  City  Music 

Hall)  Karson  leads  all  the  rest 


$13,587,000  GROSS 
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has  one  week  to  go  before  it 
has  three  months  of  exhibition  be- 
hind it. 

"Wind"  is  still  doing  business 
mainly  in  first-runs,  with  exception 
of  a  few  move-overs.  Subsequent- 
run  bookings  on  a  large  scale  will 
not  start  until  the  latter  part  of 
this  month. 


Funeral  Rites  for  Yoost, 

Theater  Operator,  Held 

Funeral  services  for  William 
Yoost,  60,  president  of  the  Yoost 
Photoplay  Theater  Corp.,  who  died 
last  Monday  in  Miami  Beach,  were 
held  Friday  afternoon  in  Universal 
Chapel,  597  Lexington  Ave.  Inter- 
ment was  in  Lutheran  Cemetery. 

During  his  motion  picture  career, 
Yoost  had  built  and  leased  many 
film  theaters,  among  them  the  Am- 
phion,  Circle,  Chaloner,  Chelsea, 
Royal,  the  Thirty-fourth  Street  and 
the  Regent,  all  in  Manhattan.  His 
latest  enterprise  was  the  develop- 
ment of  a  business  center  opposite 
the  new  Red  Hook  housing  project 
in  Brooklyn,  where  he  built  a  1,600- 
seat  theater. 

Surviving  are  a  daughter,  Frances 
A.  Yoost;  a  sister,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Peters,  and  two  brothers,  Henry  and 
Nicholas  Yoost. 


Scott's  Anti-Trust  Suit 

Against  Interstate  Settled 


Dallas — The  anti-trust  suit  against 
the  Interstate  Circuit  brought  by 
Paul  P.  Scott,  Houston  exhib.,  was 
dismissed  in  Federal  court  here  on 
Thursday.  Decree  was  given  to  In- 
terstate with  costs  assessed  against 
Scott.  Suit  grew  out  of  the  sale  of 
Scott's  Varsity  Theater  in  Dallas  to 
Interstate. 

Under  terms  of  the  settlement, 
Scott  acquires  an  interest  in  four 
North  Dallas  suburban  theaters  and 
will  manage  them,  while  Interstate 
acquires  Scott's  River  Oaks  Theater 
in  a  suburb  of  Houston. 

It  is  reported  that  the  L.  L.  Dun- 
bar suit  has  been  settled  on  a  basis 
of  $8,000  cash  and  the  turning  over 
of  two  theaters  in  Mexia,  Tex.  This 
could  not  be  confirmed  as  Dunbar  is 
in  Mexia  where  he  has  just  taken 
over  the  National  and  Palace  The- 
aters. 


What,  No  'Hopalong?9 

Philadelphia — With  the  proceeds  go- 
ing to  four  local  hospitals,  the  Philadel- 
phia Variety  Club  will  sponsor  a  horse 
shew  in  one  of  the  city's  armories  this 
Spring.  Committee  in  charge  is  head- 
ed by  Max  "Tex"  Leven,  has  David 
"Buck"  Barrist  as  vice-chairman  and 
Everett  "Smiley"  Callow  as  publicist. 
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ther  Republic  business  gains  an- 
ticipated. 

For  the  year  ended  Dec.  31,  CFI 
and  subsidiaries  report  a  net  profit 
of  $628,297,  after  the  usual  deduc- 
tions, equal  to  $1.57  a  share  on  400,- 
000  shaives  of  $2  cumulative  pre- 
ferred. This  compares  with  a  net 
of  $616,697,  or  $1.54  a  preferred 
share  in  the  preceding  year. 

Current  assets  as  of  Dec.  31,  1939, 
amounted  to  $5,973,226  and  current 
liabilities  were  $1,790,233,  compared 
with  current  assets  of  $5,076,657  and 
current  liabilities  of  $1,235,989  at 
the  end  of  the  preceding  year. 


Sonotone  Reports  $252,559  Net; 
Equals  31  Cents  on  Common 

Sonotone  Corp.,  manufacturers  of 
hearing  aids  used  extensively  in  film 
houses,  reports  for  the  year  ended 
Dec.  31,  a  net  income  of  $252,559, 
equal  after  preferred  dividends  to  31 
cents  a  share  (par  $1)  on  788,878 
shares  of  common. 

This  compares  with  net  profit  of 
$242,902  or  30  cents  a  share  on  789,- 
178  common  shares  in  1938. 


Television's  First  Cash  Game  Requires 

Answers  to  Queries  Based  on  Film  Short 

Televiewers  will  receive  their  first  opportunity  to  participate  in  a  cash  prize  contest 
next  Saturday,  at  8:30  p.m.,  when  NBC  presents  the  first  episode  of  the  Minute  Mysteries, 
devised   by   Roy   Post  and   Austin   Ripley. 

Contest,  scheduled  weekly  for  four  weeks  by  NBC,  is  based  on  observation  of 
details  in  a  10-minute  mystery  film.  Viewers  will  be  asked  15  questions.  On  a  score 
card,  to  be  mailed  to  televiewers,  the  contestants  will  register  answers.  Since  the  card 
is  in  duplicate,  one-half  of  it  will  be  mailed  to  NBC's  television  division,  the  other 
half  being  retained.  Answers  will  be  drawn  from  a  sealed  bag  during  the  second 
presentation   of   Minute    Mysteries,    telecast   on    March   23.      Top   award    is   $25. 


Congress  to  Consider  j  Rubin,  Kent,  Meehan  and 

D.  C.  Child  Actor  Bill!  Freiday  Reduce  Holdings 


Washington    Bureau,   of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  House  is  slated 
to  consider  a  bill  today  which  will 
allow  children  to  appear  on  local 
stages  in  theatrical  productions  and 
vaudeville  shows. 

The  School  Board  is  named  in  the 
bill  as  censor  of  the  shows  and  cus- 
todian of  the  children  appearing  in 
them,  but  the  Board  is  not  enthusi- 
astic about  its  proposed  job.  Dr. 
Frank  Ballou,  superintendent  of 
schools,  said  the  Board  would  like 
to  have  its  duties  more  explicitly 
outlined.  Dr.  Ballou  intimated  that 
when  the  bill  comes  up  before  the 
Senate  District  Committee  the  School 
Board  wil  oppose  it  or  suggest  clari- 
fying amendments.  The  House  is 
expected  to  approve  the  measure. 
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Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — A  gift  of  100  shares 
of  Loew's,  Inc.,  common  stock  is  re- 
ported by  J.  Robert  Rubin,  in  the 
SEC's  semi-monthly  summary  of 
security  transactions  and  holdings. 
The  gratuity  leaves  Rubin's  common 
stock  holdings  at  29,915  shares. 

The  20th  Century-Fox  report 
states  Sidney  R.  Kent  has  disposed 
of  300  shares  of  common  and  now 
holds  3,155  shares. 

Another  gift  was  reported  by 
Michael  J.  Meehan  of  K-A-0  whose 
bequest  amounted  to  500  shares  of 
7  per  cent  cumulative  convertible 
preferred.  Meehan  now  holds  26,- 
004  shares. 

Report  of  Pathe  Film  Corp.  states 
Thomas  P.  Loach  has  acquired  3 
shax-es  of  common  stock  and  now 
holds  16. 

Universal  Corp.  report  states  Na- 
than J.  Blumberg  holds  4,000  com- 
mon voting  trust  certificates  and 
William  Freiday  has  disposed  of  2,- 
800  of  the  certificates,  leaving  him 
100  certificates.  Blumberg  received 
10,000  common  voting  trust  cer- 
tificate warrants  under  an  employ- 
ment agreement,  it  was  reported. 

Leslie  E.  Thompson  reported  re- 
ceipt of  500  shares  of  Trans-Lux 
common  stock  as  compensation, 
bringing  his  total  to  4,500  shares  of 
common. 

Report  of  General  Theaters  Equip- 
ment states  Robert  L.  Clarkson  has 
acquired  100  shares  of  common,  rep- 
resenting his  total  holdings,  in  that 
class. 


Stamp  Tax  on  Soft  Drinks 
Would  Hit  N.  Y  Theaters 


Albany — Under  the  provisions  of 
a  bill  introduced  in  the  Assembly  by 
Michael  J.  Gillen,  Democrat  of  Brook- 
lyn and  referred  to  Ways  and  Means 
Committee,  a  bottled  soft  drink 
stamp  tax  of  1  per  cent  of  each  five 
cents  at  retail  selling  price  is  im- 
posed on  all  soft  drinks — also  a  tax 
of  80  cents  a  gallon  on  soft  drink 
syrups  and  store-prepared  soft 
drinks,  also  provides  for  licensing 
wholesale  dealers  and  appropriates 
$200,000  to  the  tax  department  for 
enforcement.  Measure  would  hit 
theaters  with  soft  drink  counters. 

WB  Signs  Ann  Sothern 

West    Coast  Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood— WB  has  signed  Ann 
Sothern  to  play  with  Edward  G. 
Robinson  in  "Brother  Orchid." 


UNIONS  CLAIM  WAGE 
TILT  WON  BY  DEFAULT 
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ence  of  American  Federation  of  La 
bor  studio  unions  is  taking  position 
that  continuance  of  the  10  peaj^ent 
wage  tilt  granted  studio  mvjpists 
several  weeks  ago  has  been  confirmed 
by  default. 

Conference  representatives  have 
declared  that  the  producers  have 
not  set  any  further  meetings  re- 
garding the  10  per  cent  problem 
which  was  the  subject  matter  on 
negotiations  which  began  Feb.  15. 
Labor  representatives  now  ask  pro- 
ducers to  fix  a  date  for  a  meeting 
to  consider  studio  working  condi- 
tions. 


Judge  to  Render  Decision 
on  Bioff  Case  Next  Friday 

Chicago — Blaming  the  CIO  for  the 
revival  of  charges  against  him,  the 
William  Bioff  case  was  concluded 
here  on  Friday.  Judge  John  Pry- 
stalski  will  give  his  decision  next 
Friday. 


San   Francisco  Supervisors 
Adopts  Building  Restrictions 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

than  300  seating  capacity  shall  be 
of  Class  A  construction. 

The  measure  had  been  held  over 
for  two  weeks  at  the  request  of 
Supervisor  Colman,  who  pressed  the 
views  of  small  theater  owners  that 
it  would  make  it  difficult  for  them 
to  build  new  theaters  without  making 
heavy  investments.  Supervisor 
Brown  agreed  with  him  and  argued 
that  the  capacity  should  be  kept  at 
the  present  figure  of  399. 

Small  theater  owners  contend  that 
the  new  restrictions  will  make  such 
limited  seat  houses  unprofitable,  and, 
through  an  attorney,  lodged  a  com- 
plaint with  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice charging  a  conspiracy  in  re- 
straint of  trade.  This  is  being  in- 
vestigated. 


"Virginia  City"  Special 

Leaves  for  Nevada  Friday 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — More  than  50  Holly- 
wood stars,  150  correspondents,  col- 
umnists and  radio  celebrities  leave 
here  Friday  for  Virginia  City,  Nev., 
to  celebrate  the  world  premiere  of 
Warner  Bros.'  "Virginia  City."  The 
train  carrying  the  party  is  said  to 
be  the  most  elaborate  ever  equipped 
for  a  world  premiere,  comprising  16 
cars  including  two  authentically  dec- 
orated to  simulate  the  famous  Vir- 
ginia City  Crystal  Bar  of  bonanza 
days. 

The  train  will  make  six  15-minute 
stops  en  route  for  the  benefit  of 
crowds  wanting  to  see  the  stars. 
Stops  will  be  made  at  Bakersfield, 
Fresno,  Modesto,  Merced,  Stockton 
and  Sacramento. 
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1940-41  WILL  BRING 
ADDITIONAL  RE-MAKES 
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Gov't  Bares  500  Witnesses — Return  to  Rome? 


GROSS  APPLICATIONS 
HEARING  ON  MARCH  18 
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Sing")  in  the  re-make  category,  has 
just  completed  another,  "Saturday's 
Children,"  and  has  others  in  pros- 
pect, including  "The  Sea  Hawk," 
now  in  production  and  "The  Patent 
Leather  Kid,"  to  be  made  shortly. 

Warners  also  has  "Tugboat  An- 
nie" in  preparation,  "College 
Widow,"  going  into  production  short- 
ly, and  "East  Lynne,"  slated  for 
Spring  production.  Additionally,  WB 
may  re-make  "The  Desert  Song," 
while  plans  for  re-makes  of  "River's 
End,"  "One  Sunday  Afternoon"  and 
"Constant  Nymph"  are  more  definite. 
On  the  dubious  side  now  are  re- 
makes of  "Outward  Bound,"  "Burn- 
ing Daylight"  and  "Adventures  of 
Don  Juan.'' 

Paramount,  which  recently  made 
"Seventeen,"  just  released  and  "Way 
of  All  Flesh"  and  which  has  "The 
Ghost  Breakers"  in  production,  will 
start  a  remake  of  "The  Round  Up" 
(Harry  Sherman  producing)  shortly, 
and  has  re-makes  of  "Casey  Jones," 
"Victory,"  "Follow  Thru"  under  con- 
sideration. 

Twentieth-Fox,  whose  1939-40  re- 
makes have  included  "The  Blue 
Bird,"  "The  Gorilla,"  "The  Man  Who 
Wouldn't  Talk"  ("The  Valiant")  and 
"Stop,  Look  and  Love"  ("The  Fam- 
ily Upstairs"),  has  just  completed  a 
re-make  of  "Earthbound"  and  has 
set  "Down  to  the  Sea  in  Ships"  for 
early  re-make.  Latter  will  be  on 
1940-41  program,  as  will  be  re-makes 
of  "Mark  of  Zorro"  and  "The  Hunted 
Woman."  Later,  the  studio  may  re- 
make "Four  Sons"  and  "Jubilo";  de- 
spite reports,  there  is  no  present  in- 
tention of  re-making  "The  First 
Year."  Unique  is  another  planned 
20th-Fox  re-make:  "The  Great  Com- 
mandment" will  be  re-shot  from  an 
unreleased  indie. 

Metro,  which  has  released  a  re- 
make of  "Within  the  Law,"  has  just 
completed  a  re-make  of  "New  Moon" 
and  has  re-makes  of  "Waterloo 
Bridge"  and  "40  Little  Mothers"  in 
production,  while  a  re-make  of 
"Dulcy"  is  in  pi-eparation.  "Quo 
Vadis"  will  be  remade  as  a  Tech- 
nicolor special  later  in  the  year, 
while  there  are  plans  for  a  re-make 
of  "Beau  Brammel"  as  a  Robert  Do- 
nat  vehicle  and  "A  Free  Soul"  with 
Norma  Shearer  and  George  Raft. 

Other  possible  Metro  re-makes  are 
"The  Guardsman,"  "He  Who  Gets 
Slapped,"  "Our  Modern  Daughters," 
"Billy  the  Kid,"  "Smilin'  Through" 
and  "Vagabond  King,"  although 
there  are  no  definite  plans.  Ru- 
mored re-makes  of  "Good  News"  and 
"The   Rosary"   are   off. 

Universal's     seasonal     "Spirit     of 
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nounced  she  could  not  see  the  bill 
as  a  remedy  for  industry  ills.  Prexy 
Kuykendall  of  the  MPTOA  came  out 
with  suggestions  for  alternatives  for 
the  bill.  N.  W.  Allied  resolved  to 
fight  for  its  passage. 

20TH  FOX:  Company  announced 
52  pictures  for  1940-41  season  in- 
cluding 18  specials  to  cost  $1,000,000 
or  more.  It  was  also  stated  that  the 
budget  for  the  new  season  would  be 
boosted,   and   that   it  is   negotiating 

for  the  release  of  outside  product. 
*         *         * 

PRODUCTION:      RKO  bought 

"Men  Against  the  Sky"  and  "Three- 
Way  Justice" .  .  .  .  M-G-M  started 
cameras  clicking  on  "Boom  Town," 
starring  Gable,  Tracy,  Colbert  and 
Lamarr;  Para,  ditto  on  "I  Want  a 
Divorce"  with  Dick  Powell  and  Joan 
Blondell.  Col.  started  "Dead  Men's 
Isle"  with  Peter  Lorre  and  Rochelle 
Hudson,  and  20th-Fox  "Million-Dol- 
lar Diamond"  with  Florence  Rice  . 
RKO  is  dickering  for  the  return  of 
Jesse  Lasky  as  a  producer  John 
M.  Stahl  will  produce  for  Col. 

*  *  # 

M1SCELLA  NEOUS:  Theater 
building  and  remodeling  under  con- 
templation will  run  to  over  $900,000 

.  .  .  Courier  Amuse.   Corp.  of  New- 


ark sued  the  majors  for  $574,200 
Decision  on  film  exhibit  at  N.  Y. 
World's  Fair  was  deferred  to  this 
week,  while  the  Frisco  Fair  an- 
nounced possibility  of  having  a  Walt 
Disney  studio  among  its  exhibits 
Sale  of  GN  assets  was  deferred  to 
March  27  Producers  are  esti- 
mated to  be  spending  $750,000  for 
rights  to  B'way  plays  GWTW 
"take"  early  in  week  was  given  as 
$12,500,000.  It  was  announced 
GWTW  will  go  into  14  N.  Y.  nabe 
houses  soon  Studio  counsel  in 
Washington  pressed  for  procedural 
amendments  to  the  Wagner  Labor 
Act  .  Exhibs.  are  worried  over  be- 
ginning of  limited  commercial  tele 
on  Sept.  1 .  .  .  .  Warners  and  music- 
ians set  to  confer  in  Miami  on  the 
Philly   situation. 


'Continued  from  Page  1) 

adjourned  on  Friday  for  hearing  on 
March  18.  The  additional  time  wa? 
asked  to  allow  Columbia  to  st^ftthc 
Government  answers  to  consolidated 
defendant  interrogatories  which  list- 
ed over  500  of  the  petitioner's  wit- 
nesses. If  Columbia  feels  that  these 
answers  do  not  supply  it  with  suf- 
ficient information  it  will  ask  for 
additional  data  on  March  18. 


FOREIGN 

RETURN  TO  ROME?:  Fred 
Lange,  Para,  managing  director  for 
Europe,  predicted  that  eventually 
American  distribs.  would  resume 
business  in  Italy. 

*         *         * 

CANADIAN  CLEARANCE: 
Agreement  was  reached  on  Canad- 
ian clearance  by  distrib.  interests 
and  reps,  of  Famous  Players-Can- 
adian. 


RKO  Has  8  Pix  Ready,  3  in 
Work,  11   in  Preparation 

RKO  announces  eight  features 
ready  for  release,  three  well  into 
production  and  11  in  various  stages 
of  preparation.  Screen  fans  will 
soon  see  "Primrose  Path,"  "The 
Courageous  Dr.  Christian,"  "Irene," 
"Bill  of  Divorcement,"  "Bullet 
Code,"  "Beyond  Tomorrow,"  "Cur- 
tain Call"  and  "You  Can't  Fool  Your 
Wife." 

Another  trio  of  features  which 
will  reach  the  screens  before  sum- 
mer include  "My  Favorite  Wife," 
"The  Saint  Takes  Over"  and  "Tom 
Brown's    Schooldays." 


Chicago — Frank  Nardi  of  Repub- 
lic Pictures  is  the  father  of  a  new 
daughter,  named  Mary  Catherine. 


Culver"  was  a  re-make  of  "Tom 
Brown  of  Culver,"  but  "Destry  Rides 
Again"  had  a  brand  new  story.  Uni- 
versal has  just  completed  a  re-make 
of  "Alias  the  Deacon"  and  may 
re-make  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin";  com- 
pany will  not  re-make  "House  of 
Fear,"  as  reported  some  tine  ago. 

RKO  Radio,  whose  1939-40  re- 
makes include  "Hunchback  of  Notre 
i  Dame,"  "Nurse  Edith  Cavell" 
("Dawn"),  "Panama  Lady"  ("Pan- 
ama Flo")  and  the  recently  com- 
pleted "Bill  of  Divorcement"  and 
"Irene"  has  set  five  future  re- 
makes: "Enchanted  Cottage,"  "Lad- 
die," "Freckles,"  "Little  Men"  and 
"Good  Luck,"  latter  a  remake  of 
"Bonne  Chance,"  French  film. 

James  Roosevelt's  Globe  Prod,  will 
re-make  "The  Bat"  for  UA  release 
next  season. 


Ohio  ITO  Says  Dies  Does 

Exhibs.  "Grave  Injustice" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

try  until  such  time  as  a  fair  and 
impartial  investigation  reveals  a  ba- 
sis for  such  an  indictment"  has  been 
sent  the  Committee  by  the  ITO  of 
Ohio. 

Exhib.  unit,  Allied  affiliate,  de- 
clares that  "a  great  injustice  has 
been  done  the  exhibition  branch  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  by  the 
charge  of  the  Dies  Committee  that 
Communistic  and  un-American  ac- 
tivities exist  in  the  motion  picture 
industry." 


Rubin  Applies  to  Practice 
Law  in  Federal  Court  Here 

J.  Robert  Rubin,  Loew's  vice-prexy 
and  general  counsel,  filed  a  petition 
on  Friday  for  admission  to  practice- 
law  in  the  Federal  Court,  Southern 
District  of  New  York.  His  applica- 
tion will  be  heard  on  March  15  by 
Federal  Judge  Murray  Hulbert.  The 
hearing  will  be  merely  formal  and 
admission,  in  all  likelihood,  will  fol- 
low as  a  matter  of  course. 

Rubin's  petition  stated  that  he 
had  pi-acticed  law  for  over  30  years, 
and  that  in  1906  in  Rochester  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  State 
courts.  Samuel  D.  Cohen  and  David 
O.  Decker,  of  the  legal  staff  of 
Loew's,  Inc.,  are  sponsoring  his  ad- 
mission. 

Equity  suit  against  the  majors  is 
pending  in   Federal  Court. 


"Cyclops"  Scores  in  First 

Pre-Release  Engagements 

Opening  in  four  pre-release  test 
engagements,  Paramount's  "Dr.  Cy- 
clops" has  topped  receipts  accorded 
to  previous  Paramount  big  attrac- 
tions, it  was  reported  yesterday. 
Heavy  business  was  registered  in 
Denver,  Kansas  City,  Hai-tford  and 
Providence  despite  freezing  tempera- 
tures. 

Alec  Moss  directed  the  exploita- 
tion of  the  picture  from  New  York 
through  six  exploiteers  covering  six 
cities.  Results  of  each  field  man's 
efforts  were  forwarded  to  Moss  who 
advised  the  others  what  their  asso- 
ciates were  doing.  Heavy  posting 
and  co-operative  ad  campaigns  backed 
up  all  openings.  Other  pre-release 
dates  have  been  set  for  Altoona  and 
Nashville..  _      . 


Paramount  Broadway  Corp. 
Reports  $756,688  Deficit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

come  from  operations  for  the  year 
came  to  $969,856.05. 

Expenses  for  the  year  amounted 
to  $822,018.93,  not  counting  insur- 
ance, taxes,  interest,  leasing  commis- 
sion and  depreciation. 

Deficit  at  Dec.  31,  1938,  was  $537,- 
364.94. 


Lee,  Marks  Will  Speak 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Pacific  section  of  the 
SMPE  will  hold  a  dinner  meeting 
tonight.  S.  Charles  Lee,  theater  ar- 
chitect, will  speak  on  "Engineering 
Features  in  the  Design  of  Motion 
Picture  Theaters."  E.  H.  Marks 
will  talk  on  "Commercial  Aspects  of 
Screening   Illumination." 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILl^ 

Hollywood — Oliver  Hardy  and  Vir- 
ginia Jones,  scriptgirl,  were  married 
at  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 

Lincoln,    Neb.    —    Inter-office    ro-ij: 
mance  came  to  a  head  here  last  week 
when  Lyman  Bonn,  assistant  man-  tii 


ager   of   the    Stuart,   married   Betty  ^ 


Ballenger,  cashier  at  the  Nebraska 
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intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Col.  Fixed  Indebtedness  at  $1,250,000,  (IS.  is  Told 

GOV'T  TFTRY,  NOT  SETTLE,  EQUITY  SUFARNOLD 

Fine  Arts  Leases  GN  Studios;  to  Make  26  Pix  in  '40-41 


Nine  Pix  Set  for  Rest  of  this 

Season;  14  Exchanges 

Now  Operating 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Franklyn  Warner  has 
taken  a  long  lease  on  the  Grand  Na- 
tional studio  and  will  re-equip  it.  His 
Fine  Arts  company  will  make  nine 
pictures  for  the  rest  of  this  selling 
season  and  26  for  the  1940-41  sea- 
son. 

Warner  is  operating  14  exchanges 
and  will  add  others  soon. 


SAG  IS  RETURNING 
TO  LAROR  COUNCIL 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Screen  Actors  Guild, 
which  withdrew  from  the  Los  An- 
geles Central  Labor  Council  in  De- 
cember, has  decided  to  reaffiliate  with 
it.  Executive  Secretary  Ken  Thom- 
son of  the  Guild  said  that  the  deci- 
sion to  re-affiliate  does  not  mean  that 
the  Guild's  opposition  to  many  prac- 
tices  of  officers  of  the  Council  has 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


10  Features  Going  Before 
Coast  Cameras  This  Week 


'jVest   Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Ten  pictures  are 
slated  to  go  into  production  this 
week. 

At  Paramount:  "North  West 
'Mounted  Police"  with  Gary  Cooper, 
Madeleine  Carroll,  Robert  Preston, 
Paulette    Goddard,    Preston    Foster, 

(.Continued  on  Page  9) 

Continue  Nick  Extortion 
Case  to  April  Court  Term 

St.  Louis — Circuit  Judge  Rowe  on 
lis  own  motion  yesterday  continued 
;o  the  April  term  of  court  the  extor- 
ion  case  against  John  P.  Nick,  in- 
.ernational  vice-president  of  the 
ATSE,  and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  form- 
)r  business  manager  of  Local  143  of 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


IF  THE  GOVERNMENT  WINS— 


In  the  event  that  the  Department  of  Justice  is  victorious  in  the  forthcoming  legal 
battle  of  the  century  with  the  film  industry,  Thurman  Arnold,  Assistant  Attorney  General, 
said  yesterday  that  the  requested  Government  decree,  in  all  likelihood,  would  provide 
for  the  removal  of  major  executives  from  the  control  of  theaters  and  the  appointment  of 
a  trustee  by  the  Court  to  take  their  places.  To  avoid  the  danger  of  a  collapsing  theater 
market,  actual  sale  of  the  theaters  would  take  place  over  a  long  period,  perhaps  as  he 
said,  10  years'  time. 


MPPDA  and  Nat'l  Park  Service  Set 
Co-operative  Plan  to  Aid  Studios 


Will  Hays  returned  from  Indian- 
apolis yesterday  where  the  MPPDA 
president  addressed  the  Phi  Delta 
Theta  banquet  and  discussed  a  mu- 
tual co-operation  program  with 
Richard  Lieber,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  National  Park  Service. 

New  regulations  whereby  the  mo- ; 
tion  picture  industry  and  the  park 
service    would     co-operate    for    the 
benefit  of  both  highlighted  the  parley 
with  Lieber. 


It  was  indicated  that  under  the 
new  rules  advanced  by  the  national 
service,  motion  picture  companies 
will  have  greater  access  to  national 
parks  and  monuments  as  locales  for 
pictures. 

Plan  will  parallel  that  now  in 
effect  for  Army  and  Navy  co-opera- 
tion with  the  industry,  it  is  under- 
stood. 


"House  Across  the  Bay"  Plaintiffs  Close  Testimony 

to  Play  2  Wks.  at  State        Today  in  Gary  Trust  Trial 

Walter   Wanger's   "House    Across  j      Chicago  —  Plaintiffs  in  the  Gary 

th\?aKo?7S    in+t0    L°ev'S    St*te  '  anti-trust    suit   against   the    majors 
on  March  21  for  a  two-week  engage-  6      ,    .      .  J 

ment.      Booking   is    said   to    be   un-   are  expected  to  rest  their  side  of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  3)  (Continued   on   Page  9) 


Columbia  Reducing  Fixed  Indebtedness 
$250,000  Yearly,  Government  is  Told 


Kentucky  Operators  Cancel 
Louisville  for  Convention 


Louisville  —  Unionists'  efforts  to 
bring  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Operators  and  State 
Employes  International  Union  to 
Louisville    were    definitely    dropped 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Columbia  filed  its  answers  in  the 
Federal  Cornet  yesterday  to  Govern- 
ment interrogatories,  revealing  a 
fixed  outstanding  indebtedness  of 
$1,250,000.  The  answer  explained 
that  the  indebtedness  arose  out  of 
an  indenture  issued  on  June  20,  1938, 
to  the  Guaranty  Trust  Co.,  as  trus- 
tee, for  a  total  figure  of  $1,500,000, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Commerce   Dept.   Talks   Said 

Futile— Gov't  Official 

Critical  of  Chains 

"The  New  York  equity  suit  will 
be  pushed  to  trial  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,"  Thurman  Arnold, 
Assistant  Attor- 
ney General 
stated  at  a  trade 
press  interview 
held  here  yester- 
day. Arnold  con- 
tinued that  he 
knew  of  no  dis- 
cussions looking 
to  a  settlement 
and  declared  that 
as  far  as  he  knew, 
Federal  Judge 
Knox's  hint  of  a 
possible  adjust- 
ment had  not 
originated  with 
the  Government. 

When  Arnold  was  asked  whether 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


THURMAN    ARNOLD 


FILM  ASSOCIATES  WILL 
MAKE  FIRST  PIX  HERE 


First  picture  to  be  made  by  the 
recently  formed  Film  Associates, 
Inc.,  definitely  will  be  produced  in 
the  East,  according  to  Felix  Greene, 
producer  and  director  of  the  British 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Depositions  in  Millett 

Suit  Slated  Next  Week 


Boston — Officials  of  defendant  dis- 
tributor corporations  will  be  ques- 
tioned under  oath  early  next  week 
in  the  anti-monopoly  case  in  which 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Defer  Argument  of  Three 
Motions  in  Goldwyn  Suit 

Three  motions  in  Sam  Goldwyn's 
suit  to  cancel  his  contract  with 
United  Artists  have  been  adjourned 
from  March  15  to  April  2  under  a 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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Eastern  Delegation  Leaving 
for  "Virginia  City"  Opening 

Escorted  by  Mort  Blumenstock, 
Jake  Wilk,  Ralph  W.  Budd,  John 
Harkins  and  Sid  Rechetnik  of  the 
Warner  home  office,  delegation  of 
newspapermen  and  trade  paper  edi- 
tors will  entrain  on  the  Commodore 
Vanderbilt  here  tomorrow  for  Reno 
and  Virginia  City,  Nev.,  where  War- 
ners' "Virginia  City"  bows  in  Satur- 
day. 

In  the  party  will  be  George 
Tucker,  AP;  Ira  Wolfert,  NANA; 
Lucius  Beebe,  Herald-Tribune  Syndi- 
cate; Howard  Barnes,  Herald-Tri- 
bune ;  Frank  Farr  ell,  World-Telegram ; 
Eileen  Creelman,  Sun;  Jack  Lait, 
Daily  Mirror;  Herbert  Cohen,  Brook- 
lyn Eagle,  Ely  Jacques  Kahn,  The 
New  Yorker;  Frank  Tinsley,  Reu- 
ter's;  Andre  Peron,  Havas  Agency; 
Joe  Miller,  Philadelphia  Inquirer; 
and  Elsie  Finn.  Philadelphia  Record; 
Sam  Shain,  Motion  Picture  Daily; 
Chick  Lewis,  Showmen's  Trade  Re- 
view;  Jay  Emanuel,  The  Exhibitor. 

Dr.  Duncan  Emrich  of  Columbia 
University  and  his  wife  will  also 
be  members  of .  the  party. 
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Fighting  69th"  Breaking 
Marks  in  RKO  Met.  Houses 


Warners  "The  Fighting  69th"  has 
cracked  every  mark  in  the  history 
of  the  RKO  Met.  circuit,  in  its  first 
four  days  of  a  full  week's  engage- 
ment at  the  16  first-run  RKO  the- 
aters in  the  New  York  area,  War- 
ners announced  last  night. 

John  J.  O'Connor,  RKO  theater 
chief,  advised  Warners  yesterday 
that  "it  was  a  physical  impossibil- 
ity to  take  care  of  all  the  people 
who  turned  out  to  see  the  feature." 

Disney  Expected  to  File 

Financing  Plan  This  Week 

Walt  Disney  Productions  will  file 
this  week  a  registration  statement 
covering  155,000  shares  of  6  per  cent 
convertible  preferred  stock  of  $25 
par  value,  to  be  underwritten  by  a 
eroup  headed  by  Kidder.  Peabody  & 
Co.,  Harriman  Ripley  &  Co.,  both 
of  New  York,  the  Pacific  Capital 
Corp.,  and  Mitchum,  Tully  &  Co. 


Conducted  in  Bronxville 


commG  mid  gomg 


Funeral  services  were  held  yes- 
terday in  Bronxville  for  J.  E.  D. 
(Jack)  Meador,  54,  former  film  pro- 
ducer and  publicist,  who  died  Thurs- 
day in  Roosevelt  Hospital  of  pneu- 
monia, following  a  three-week  ill- 
ness. 

After  serving  for  some  seven 
years  in  the  publicity  depart- 
ment of  Metro-Goldwyn  Distributing 
Corp.,  he  formed  in  1925  the  Mea- 
dor-Robertson  Film  Corp.,  but  re- 
turned the  same  year  to  the  Metro- 
Goldwyn  organization,  with  which 
he  remained  through  1928.  Subse- 
quently, he  served  for  four  years 
as  president  of  Trucraft,  Inc.,  pro- 
ducing company,  and  for  a  time  was 
associated  with  Technicolor. 

Meador  came  to  films  originally 
via  journalism.  He  is  best  known 
to  the  industry  for  his  ad-publicity 
work  on  a  number  of  prominent 
films  of  the  silent  era,  including 
"The  Four  Horsemen  of  the  Apo- 
calypse," "Scaramouche"  and  "The 
White  Sister." 


Bermuda  to  Tax  Admissions 

Hamilton,  Bermuda  (By  Cable)— < 
The  Governor  has  been  empowered 
to  place  a  tax  on  all  admissions  to 
theaters  and  other  places  of  public 
amusement,  except  sports  and  .games 
or  entertainments  for  religious,  edu- 
cational or  charitable  purposes,  when 
the  admission  price  is  above  six 
cents.  Tax  is  to  help  meet  expected 
revenue  deficit.  Violators  are  sub- 
ject to  a  fine  of  £5  for  first  viola- 
tion, £10  for  subsequent  offenses. 

Academy  Short  on  Apr.  20 

West    Coast  Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — "Cavalcade  of  Acad- 
emy Awards,"  two-reeler,  will  be 
released  by  Warners  April  20.  Frank 
Capra  directed  special  shots  of 
award   winners. 


Montague  Natl  Billings 
Average  40%  Over  Quota 

National  billings  averaging  40  per 
cent  over  the  quota  set  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  current  "Montague 
15th  Anniversary  Campaign"  have 
accrued  from  the  drive  thus  far,  it 
was  announced  yesterday  by  Colum- 
bia's home  office.  Campaign  got 
under  way  on  Feb.  17  and  will  end 
May  10. 


Ont.  Provincial  Secretary 
Quits  Over  M  of  T  Dispute 

Montreal — Giving  as  one  of  his 
points  of  disagreement  with  his 
leader,  premier  Mitchell  Hepburn  of 
Ontario,  the  Premier's  action  in  ban- 
ning the  March  of  Time  film,  "Can- 
ada at  War,"  Harry  Nixon,  Provin- 
cial Secretary  of  Ontario,  announced 
his  resignation  from  the  Ontario 
Cabinet  yesterday. 

RKO's  "The  Primrose  Path" 
Reported  Booked  into  Roxy 

"The  Primrose  Path,"  originally 
scheduled  for  Radio  City  Music  Hall, 
was  reported  yesterday  to  have  been 
booked  into  the  Roxy.  Picture  was 
based  on  the  novel,  "February  Hill," 
and  the  George  Abbott  play. 
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CEORCE  J.  SCHAEFER,  leaves  for  Florida  on 
Friday. 

MATTY  FOX,  vice-president  of  Universal,  ar- 
rived  here  yesterday  morning  from   the  Coast. 

HERBERT  WILCOX  arrives  here  this  jftv-ning 
from  the  Coast.  BE  • 

P.  E.  ESS1CK,  of  the  Essick  and  Reif  circuit. 
Cleveland,  left  there  over  the  week-end  for  a 
vacation    in    Hot   Springs,    Ark. 

L.  G.  BALDWIN,  owner  of  the  Almira  The- 
ater, Cleveland,  and  MRS.  BALDWIN,  have  left 
Cleveland  by  car  for  a  motor  trip  to  Hollywood. 

MILTON  J.  SALZBURC,  president  of  Pictorial 
Films,  Inc.,  flies  to  the  Middle  West  today  on 
a   business  trip. 

LEE  GARMES  is  due  to  arrive  from  the  Coast 
today. 

MAX  PEARLSTEIN,  head  of  the  Warner  the- 
ater division  ad.  and  pub.  in  Cleveland,  and 
MRS.  PEARLSTEIN  left  that  city  over  the  week- 
end for  a  two-week  visit  on  the  Coast. 

BEVERLY    ROBERTS   is   at   the   Warwick. 

ZEKE  COLVAN  leaves  New  York  this  week  to 
direct  operettas  for  the  San  Francisco  and  Los 
Angeles   opera   company. 

ARCHIE  MAYO  was  due  to  arrive  in  Hollywood 
yesterday  from   New  York. 

LEON  GOLDBERG,  K-A-0  treasurer,  is  due  to 
return  from   Florida   today. 

MAX  and  MRS.  LEFKOWICH  of  the  Commun- 
ity circuit,  MEYER  FINE  of  the  Associated  cir- 
cuit and  JACK  and  MRS.  SHULMAN,  are  latest 
Clevelanders   in    Florida. 

MAURY  WHITE,  associate  of  Ike  Libson  and 
prexy  of  United  Theaters,  and  MRS.  WHITE, 
leave    Cincy    today   for   a    Florida    vacation. 

HELEN  MACK,  OLYMPE  BRADNA,  MARY 
HEALY,  EDITH  FELLOWS,  PETER  HAYES  and 
MICHAEL  WHALEN  arrive  here  at  noon  today 
from  Hartford,  Conn.,  for  a  week's  engage- 
ment beginning  Thursday,  at  Loew's  State 
Theater  with  Jimmie  Fidler,  Hollywood  column- 
ist. 


Bausch-Lomb  1939  Net 

Up  Sharply  to  $1,387,357 

Rochester — Report  of  Bauch  & 
Lomb  Optical  Co.  and  subsidiaries 
for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31,  shows 
a  net  profit,  after-  subsidiary  pre- 
ferred dividends  and  minority  inter- 
ests, of  $1,387,357,  equal,  after  divi- 
dends on  5  per  cent  cumulative  pre- 
ferred stock,  to  $2.77  each  on  410,- 
240  shares  of  $10  par  common.  This 
compares  with  $482,783,  or  57  cents 
a  common  share,  in  1938. 
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which  is  being  retired  within  six 
years  at  $250,000  yearly. 

"T^mbia  has  367,161  shares  of 
corranon  stock  outstanding  and  75,000 
'shares  of  preferred  $2.75  convertible 
outstanding,  according  to  the  an- 
swers. 

Total  amount  spent  in  production 
for  11  seasons  ending  with  1938-39 
•was  set  forth  as  follows:  1928-29, 
$1,632,300;  1929-30,  $2,523,400;  1930- 
31,  $4,182,800;  1931-32,  $3,614,100; 
1932-33,  $4,304,400;  1933-34,  $5,198,- 
200;  1934-35,  $6,163,300;  1935-36,  $7,- 
053,800;  1936-37,  $6,728,000;  1937-38, 
$11,499,200;  1938-39,  estimated  ex- 
penditure, $9,404,800. 

Company  has  spent  $2,914,752 
from  1930-31  through  1937-38  in  the 
production  of  361  short  subjects,  the 
(answers   stated. 


"House  Across  the  Bay" 

to  Play  2  Wks.  at  State 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

iprecedented  as  the  State's  policy 
calls  for  a  single  week  engagement 
on  pictures  and  stage  shows.  It  is 
understood  that  the  vaudeville  pro- 
gram also  will  remain  two  weeks. 


$1,250,000  IS  COL'S 
!  FIXED  INDEBTEDNESS 


English  Firm  Files  Here 

to  Distribute  Tele  Pix 


Albany — Certificate    of    statement 

and  designation  has  been  filed  here 

in    the    office    of    the    Secretary    of 

;  State  seeking  assent  for  Pinebrook, 

1  Ltd.,    chartered   under   the   laws    of 

\  England,   to   deal   in   and   distribute 

motion  pictures  and  television  films 

'  in  New  York  State. 

Papers    were    filed   by    Harold   J. 
'Sherman,    of    Fitelson    &     Mayers, 
New  York  City.      Spencer   M.   Reis 
\  and  M.  L.  Axworthy  were  recorded 
as  a  director  and  secretary,  respec- 
tively. 


Bernard  Kearney  Dead 

Ludlow,  Vt. — Bernard  L.  Kearney, 
57,  theater  manager  and  former 
manager  for  Vernon  and  Irene 
Castle,  is  ddad  here. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

MARCH  12 

Hap  Hadley,  Jr. 

Leslie    Fenton 

Ceorge  W.   Harvey 


Things  to  Come: 


•      •      0     THERE'S  still   no   sign   of   the   lilies   of   the  field  becoming 

toilers but  not  so  of  their  sister  flora for  Leon  (Radio  City  Music 

Hall)  Leonidoff  is  taking  a  bunch  of  the  latter  off  the  rolls  of  the  unem- 
ployed  and  giving  'em  jobs  on  the  approaching  Eastertide  program 

at  the  big  house as  cast  members  in  his  stage  revue,  "Easter  Par- 
ade".   One  of  the  most  unusual  aspects  of  the  latter  will  be  a  novel 

radium    scene in    which    irises,    hyacinths,    poppies,    hydrangea. 

tulips  and  carnations will  dance  in  luminous  light  upon  a  darkened 

stage The  house'll  also  present  its  traditional  stage  extravaganza. 

"The  Glory  of  Easter" M-G-M's  "Young  Tom  Edison"  is  scheduled 

to  occupy  the  screen Music  Hall  solons  conservatively  describe  the 

Easfer  program  as  "One  of  the  strongest  bills  it  has  ever  presented" 


•     •     •     FROM  sources  close  to  Budd  Rogers 'tis  learned 

that  Alliance's  opus,  "The  Outsider" is  soon  to  succeed  "Louise" 

at  Little  Carnegie Regina  Crewe  fashioned  the  national  cam- 
paign for  "The  Outsider".  .  .     $  April  14  to  May  5  will  be  span  for 

celebration  by  exhibs of  the  silver  Anniversary  in  the  biz 

of  Walter  Hyland  who  is  rounding  out  25  years  of  service 

with  the  Chicago  office  of  Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc.  .  .  . 
0  You  gotta  hand  it  to  the  local  Press  Photographer's  Ass'n  bunch 
for  smart  showmanship. ..  .They've  pop-priced  tickets   for   their 

11th  Annual  Dance  and  Entertainment  at  $2.75  each and  the 

obvious  result'll  be  a  capacity  attendance  in  the  Grand  Ballroom 

of  the  Hotel  Astor on  the  night  of  Friday,  April  12 which 

is  the  big  shindig's  date 


•      •      •     THURSDAY  of  this  week  will  seem  strange  sans  an  Ampa 

meetin' There'll  be  one  awright,  but  not  of  the  open  character 

A  sorta  star  chamber  huddle  will  hatch  nominations  for  org.  officerships, 

et  cetera But  Thursday,  March  21,  coincident  with  the  official  birth 

of  Spring the  Ampa-ites  will  fodder  at  Dempsey's  and  lend  atten- 
tive ears  to  wot  Gilbert  (CBS)  Seldes  has  to  say re  television  and 

the  movies.  .  .  •  We  won't  be  satisfied  with  the  cinema's  advances 
in  art until  we  see  the  rare  sight  of  the  ushers  at  the  Center  The- 
ater   (who  are  giving  three-minute  art  lectures  to  patrons  visiting  fhe 

Walt  Disney  "Pinocchio"  gallery  in  the  lounge) reciting  their  cul- 
tural spiel to  a  certain  pupil Royal  Cortissoz 


O     •     •     NOT  since  Horatius  held  the  bridge   (and  it  was  no 

card  party) has  such  an  unequal  contest  emerged as  the 

old-fashioned  spelling  bee  to  be  held  in  Rend  as  part  of  the  fes- 
tivities at  the  world  premiere  of  Warners'  "Virginia  City"  on  next 

Saturday Crack   spellers  from   all   over   the   West will 

compete  with  movie  stars! The  Hollywood  players  are  merely 

thespians,  not  orthographers Their  hope   of  victory  in   the 

spelling  match  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  are  used  to  duals and 

have  found  themselves  betimes  in  some  very  trying  B's far 

more  devastating  than  the  spelling  variety 
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GOV'T  WILL  TRY,  NOT 
SETTLE,  EQUITY  SUIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Department  of  Commerce  had 
made  any  headway  in  the  parleys 
with  representatives  of  the  film  in- 
dustry, he  said  nothing  more  than 
discussions  had  resulted  from  two 
years'  of  negotiations  and  that  not 
a  single  conclusion  had  been  put 
into  writing.  The  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General  expressed  impatience 
over  the  continued  rumors  of  settle- 
ment, and  explained  that  he  had 
made  known  his  position  in  a  state- 
ment issued  when  the  suit  was  filed. 

Arnold  said  that  Paul  Williams, 
Special  Assistant  Attorney  General, 
will  try  the  case  for  the  Govern- 
ment. No  criminal  charges  have 
been  preferred  against  executives  of 
the  industry,  Arnold  said,  because 
the  Government  since  1921  had 
acquiesced  in  a  number  of  acts  on 
the  part  of  the  majors.  He  inti- 
mated that  because  of  this,  the  D  of 
J  would  not  at  any  time  ask  for 
indictments. 

The  fact  that  certain  executives 
of  large  independent  theater  chains 
had  been  included  in  the  recently 
filed  list  of  prospective  Govern- 
ment witnesses  does  not  mean  that 
these  men  will  testify  willingly,  Ar- 
nold declared'.  He  said  that  the  list 
included  all  persons  with  knowl- 
edge of  monopolistic  acts  of  the 
majors. 

The  inclusion  of  these  theater 
chain  executives  also  did  not  mean 
that  their  theater  companies  would 
not  be  named  as  defendants  in  ad- 
ditional anti-trust  suits  against  the 
larger  independent  exhibitors,  he 
said.  He  characterized  certain  prac- 
tices of  large  chain  theater  compa- 
nies as  "worse"  in  many  instances 
than  those  of  the  majors. 

The  Government  will  expect  any 
decision  in  the  suit  to  be  carried  up 
to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  final 
ruling,  he  said.  In  response  to  a 
question  as  to  the  length  of  the 
trial,  he  parried  by  asking,  "How 
long  will  the  war  last?"  In  con- 
clusion, he  complained  that  the  D 
of  J  was  handicapped  in  that  it  re- 
quired a  large  number  of  assistants. 
He  expressed  his  faith  in  Federal 
•Judge  H.  W.  Goddard,  who  will  try 
the  suit,  and  declared  that  the  Gov- 
ernment wanted  but  one  thing,  a 
prompt   decision. 

Gradwell  A.  Sears,  Warners  sales 
manager,  was  not  examined  yester- 
day as  scheduled,  but  will  be  ex- 
amined today. 


Rubin,  Shouras  Will 
Aid  Fund  Campaign 

J.  Robert  Rubin  will  serve  for  the 
third  consecutive  year  as  chairman  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Section  of  the  Great- 
er New  York  Fund,  it  was  announced 
Over  the  week-end.  At  the  same  time, 
it  was  announced  that  Spyros  Skouras 
will  head  the  Entertainment  Section. 
The  drive  opens  April   1. 
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Because  that's  when  they 

(and  over  200  other  smiling  showmen) 

play  1940's  No.  1  laff-speciaJU 
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Confucius 
talk  too  much. 

M«Buddha 
say: 

.  .  .Three  Cheers  for 
the  Irish'  bring  Ten 
Thousand  cheers  for 
WAKXfiRS,begorra! 
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"Pioneers  of  the  West" 

with  Robert  Livingston,  Raymond  Hatton 

and   Duncan   Renaldo 

Republic  56  Mins. 

WELL-MADE,  EXCITING  WESTERN 
PACKING  PLENTY  OF  ACTION,  WILL 
PLEASE  FANS  GENERALLY. 

This  well-made  Western  records  the 
latest  rip-roarin',  Robin  Hood-like  adven- 
tures of  the  Three  Mesquiteers,  the  Messrs. 
Livingston,  Hatton  and  Renaldo,  who,  upon 
meeting-up  with  a  westward-headed  wagon 
train,  although  the  heroic  trio  is  bound  on 
horseback  for  the  1876  Fair  in  Philadelphia, 
decided  to  guide  the  pioneers  to  their  desti- 
nation because  of  the  dangers  to  be  en- 
countered in  Indian  country.  The  attack  is 
not  long  in  materializing,  and  the  Mes- 
quiteers play  a  prominent  part  in  driving  off 
the  redskins.  There  are  some  effective  stock 
shots  of  the  Indian  charge,  which  Associate 
Producer  Harry  Grey  has  climaxed  via  a 
scene  in  which  the  Indians,  temporarily  pow- 
wowing before  returning  to  the  fray,  are 
destroyed  by  the  release  of  a  prairie  schooner 
loaded  with  gunpowder.  This  colorful  bit  is 
engineered  by  the  heroes,  too.  After  the 
settlers  have  reached  their  rather  barren 
land  objective,  a  gang  of  crooks  in  the 
county  try  to  drive  them  away  through  such 
sinister  methods  as  extreme  taxation,  rob- 
bery, criminally  administered  law,  and  fi- 
nally ambush.  But  the  Mesquiteers  triumph 
at  the  finale.  The  love  interest  is  conspicu- 
ous by  its  virtual  absence,  since  action,  and 
lots  of  it,  is  the  keynote.  Western  fans  will 
like  the  whirlwind  histrionics.  Cast,  direc- 
tion and  photography  are  tip-top. 

CAST:  Robert  Livingston,  Raymond  Hat- 
ton, Duncan  Renaldo,  Noah  Beery,  Lane 
Chandler,  Beatrice  Roberts,  George  Cleve- 
land, Hal  Taliaferro,  Yakima  Canutt,  John 
Dilson,  Joe  McGuinn,  Earl  Askam. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry 
Grey;  Director,  Lester  Orlebeck;  Original 
Screenplay,  Jack  Natteford,  Karen  De  Wolf, 
Gerry  Geraghty;  Production  Manager,  Al 
Wilson;  Cameraman,  Jack  Marta;  Editor, 
Tony  Martinelli;  Music  Score,  Cy  Feuer. 

DIRECTION,  Tip-Top.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Ditto. 


"Double  Alibi" 

with  Wayne  Morris,  Margaret  Lindsay, 

William  Gargan 

Universal  60  Mins. 

UNUSUAL  MYSTERY  MELLER  IS  PACK- 
ED WITH  ACTION  AND  SUSPENSE. 

A  highly  entertaining  mystery  metier  in 
every  respect,  this  new  Universal  release 
will  serve  neatly  on  any  bill.  An  unusual 
twist  has  been  worked  out  in  the  story  and 
the  suspense  and  action  are  maintained  right 
to  the  end  without  a  letup,  and  it  starts  off 
with  a  bang,  literally,  with  murder  number 
one  in  a  series  of  three.  Wayne  Morris  is 
highly  effective  in  the  lead  role,  giving  a 
first-rate  dramatic  performance.  Margaret 
Lindsay  is  decorative  and  able,  and  a  cast 
of  first  rate  performers  support  them,  in- 
cluding William  Gargan,  Roscoe  Karns, 
James  Burke  and  Robert  Emmett  Keane. 
Director  Philip  Rosen  keys  the  action  so  that 
it  remains  plausible  and  gets  the  most  from 
the  cast.  Screenplay  was  provided  by  Harold 
Buchman,  Roy  Chanslor  and  Charles  Grayson. 
Morris  is  hunted  by  the  police  for  murder 
after  his  divorced  wife  is  found  dead  and 
he  is  known  to  have  been  at  the  scene  of 
the  crime.  Trying  to  escape,  he  poses  as  a 
newspaperman  and  gets  away  with  it  for 
a  while.  Miss  Lindsay  discovers  his  iden- 
tity, but  believes  him  innocent  and  tries  to 
help  him.  Appearance  of  the  reporter  Mor- 
ris claims  to  be  tips  his  identity  and  the 
police  redouble  their  efforts  to  catch  him. 
His  actions  lead  even  Miss  Lindsay  to  be- 
lieve him  guilty  when  two  more  murders  are 
committed,  but  he  comes  through  with 
enough  evidence  to  prove  his  innocence  and 
convict  the  guilty  party. 

CAST:  Wayne  Morris,  Margaret  Lindsay, 
William  Gargan,  Roscoe  Karns,  James  Burke, 
Robert  E.  Keane,  William  Pawley,  Frank 
Mitchell,  Eddy  Chandler,  Cliff  Clark,  Robert 
E.  O'Connor,  Wade  Boteler,  Mary  Treen. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Ben  Pivar; 
Director,  Philip  Rosen;  Screenplay,  Harold 
Buchman,  Roy  Chanslor  and  Charles  Gray- 
son; Based  on  a  story  by  Frederick  C.  Davis; 
Cameraman,  Elwood  Bredell. 


DIRECTION, 
RAPHY,  Good. 


Suspenseful.        PHOTOG- 


"They  Came  By  Night" 

with    Will    Fyffe,    Phyllis    Calvert, 

Anthony   Hulme 

20th-Fox  73  Mins. 

CROOK  MELLER  GIVES  WILL  FYFFE 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR  EXCELLENT  CHAR- 
ACTERIZATION. 

The  highly  able  and  efficient  Scotch  ac- 
tor, Will  Fyffe,  returns  to  screens  in  this 
country  with  this  vehicle.  It  affords  him 
an  opportunity  for  an  excellent  characteri- 
zation as  a  jeweler  who  gets  mixed  up  ac- 
cidentally with  a  band  of  crooks,  and  he 
makes  the  utmost  of  the  role.  The  story 
has  a  good  twist  and  the  continuity  is 
evenly  worked  out.  Fyffe  gets  good  sup- 
port from  a  cast  of  able  actors  including 
Phyllis  Calvert,  Anthony  Hulme,  George 
Merritt,  Cees  Laseur  and  John  Glyn  Jones. 
Following  the  auction  in  London  of  a  fam- 
ous ruby,  it  is  stolen.  Hulme,  Scotland 
Yard  man  assigned  to  the  case,  goes  to 
Fyffe,  a  famous  jeweler,  for  advice  as  well 
as   to   see   his   niece,    Miss   Calvert.      Fyffe 


discovers  the  missing  ruby  in  a  can  of 
tobacco  sent  to  his  brother  after  he  has 
committed  suicide.  Trying  to  cover  his 
brother  up  so  his  name  won't  be  smirched 
he  makes  a  fake  sale  to  get  on  the  track 
of  the  thieves,  but  is  forced  to  work  with 
the  gang.  Finally  Fyffe  gets  an  opportu- 
nity to  trap  the  gang  during  a  bank  job 
and  the  police  get  them.  He  escapes  and 
manages  to  get  away  with  a  whole  skin, 
having  already  returned  the  ruby  to  the 
police  without  their  knowledge. 

CAST:  Will  Fyffe,  Phyllis  Calvert,  An- 
thony Hulme,  George  Merritt,  Kathleen 
Harrison,  John  Glyn  Jones,  Athole  Stewart, 
Cees  Leseur,  Hal  Walters,  Kuda  Bux,  Leo 
Britt,   Sylvia   St.   Claire. 

CREDITS:  In  charge  of  Production,  Mau- 
rice Ostrer;  Producer,  Edward  Black;  Di- 
rector, Harry  Lachman;  Screenplay,  Sidney 
Gilliat  and  Michael  Pertwee;  Adapted  from 
a  play  by  Barre  Lyndon;  Cameraman,  Jack 
Cox;   Editor,   R.   E.    Dearing. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Little  Orvie" 

with  John  Sheffield,  Ernest  Truex, 

Dorothy    Tree 

RKO  65  Mins. 

PICTURIZATION  OF  BOOTH  TARKING- 
TON  STORY  GOOD  ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR  JUVE  TRADE. 

Undoubtedly  grownups  will  get  plenty  of 
kick  out  of  this  picture,  but  it  will  prob- 
ably appeal  more  to  the  juvenile  trade. 
Picture  faithfully  follows  the  beloved  Booth 
Tarkington  story  of  the  little  boy  who 
wanted  a  dog,  and  John  Sheffield,  kid  actor 
who  portrays  Orvie,  is  good  in  the  little 
boy  role.  Ernest  Truex  and  Dorothy  Tree 
effectively  portray  his  parents,  and  good 
support  is  provided  by  a  cast  that  includes 
Ann  Todd,  Daisy  Mothershed,  Fay  Helm, 
Emma  Dunn,  Ray  Turner  and  Edgar  Dear- 
ing. Orvie's  efforts  to  get  a  dog,  even 
with  the  co-operation  of  his  father,  are  al- 
ways thwarted  by  his  mother  as  she  won't 
have  a  dog  in  the  house.  Orvie  gets  him- 
self in  plenty  of  hot  water  when  a  dog 
he  picked  up  retrieves  a  ball  batted  through 
a  window  by  another  boy  and  delivers  the 
ball  to  him.  Orvie  can't  get  rid  of  the 
dog  and  his  troubles  mount.  Finally  he 
makes  the  cook  house  the  dog  for  not  tell- 
ing that  she  is  married.  Orvie's  dog  trou- 
bles keep  on  when  he  gets  a  cute  puppy. 
Finally  he  decides  to  run  away  where  he 
can  have  a  dog,  but  a  friendly  neighbor 
halts  his  adventures  long  enough  for  his 
family  to  catch  up  with  him  and  promise 
him  fie  can  have  all  the  dogs  he  wants. 

CAST:  John  Sheffield,  Ernest  Truex,  Dor- 
othy Tree,  Ann  Todd,  Emma  Dunn,  Daisy 
Mothershed,  Fay  Helm,  Virginia  Brissac, 
Paul  Burns,  Del  Henderson,  Fern  Emmett, 
Edgar   Dearing,   Ray   Turner. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  Sistrom;  Di- 
rector, Ray  McCarey;  Screenplay,  Lynn 
Root,  Frank  Fenton  and  Robert  Chapin; 
Based  on  a  Booth  Tarkington  novel; 
Cameraman,  Roy  Hunt;  Editor,  Theron 
Warth. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*    fOREIGR   * 


'Friendship' 


(Italian  dialogue,  English  titles) 
Esperia   Films  73   Mins. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  Modern 
screen  treatment,  exceptionally  fine 
acting  and  expert  direction  make  this 
Italian  picture  one  of  better  offerings 
from  Rome. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Brilliant  perform- 
ance of  Elsa  Merlini  in  farce  of  un- 
usual merit  occasions  a  royal  recep- 
tion for  "Friendship"  at  the  Cinecitta. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Farcical  note 
is  sustained  throughout,  with  only  a 
slight  lapse  at  the  finish.  Players  fine. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Aurora  Films; 
Director,  Oreste  Biancoli.  PLAYERS:  Elsa 
Merlini,  Nino  Besozzi,  Enrico  Viarisio. 


"Pinocchio"  vs.  "Rebecca" 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.— Loew's  State  has 
set  "Rebecca"  to  oppose  Disney's 
"Pinocchio"   at   Keith's. 


"Blazing  Six  Shooters" 

with  Charles  Starrett,   Iris  Meredith 
Columbia  61  Mins. 

STARRETT  AND  SINGING  COWBOY 
PALS   PROVIDE   PLENTY  OF  ACTION, 

Well-paced,  with  plenty  of  ac^>  ,  ; 
minimum  of  singing  and  a  personable'cast, 
the  latest  release  in  Columbia's  Charles 
Starrett  series  is  good  fare  for  the  action 
fans.  Story  is  well  put  together  and  the 
action  is  continued  at  a  lively  pace  through- 
out. Starrett  is  ably  supported  by  attrac- 
tive Iris  Meredith,  the  melodious  Sons  of 
the  Pioneers,  villain  Dick  Curtis,  and  others. 
Starrett  rides  to  the  ranch  of  Henry  Hall, 
father  of  Miss  Meredith.  Starrett's  father 
was  half  owner  of  the  Hall  ranch  before 
his  death.  Hall  is  found  dead  shortly  after 
Starrett's  arrival,  and  he  discovers  he  was 
murdered.  Evidence  points  to  Curtis, 
Hall's  foreman,  who  is  in  cahoots  with  an- 
other man  trying  to  purchase  the  Hall  ranch 
and  adjoining  property,  which  has  a  rich 
silver  deposit.  Curtis  is  tricked  into  con- 
fessing and  there  is  a  fast  finish  with  the 
villains  getting  their  usual  deserts. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith, 
Dick  Curtis,  Al  Bridge,  George  Cleveland, 
Henry  Hall,  Bob  Nolan,  Stanley  Brown, 
John  Tyrell,  Eddie  Laughton,  Francis  Wal- 
ker, Edmund  Cobb,  Bruce  Bennett,  The 
Sons  of  the   Pioneers. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor,  J.   H.   Lewis;  Original  Screenplay,   Paul 
Franklin;  Cameraman,  George  Meehan;  Edi 
tor,  Richard  Fantl. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
0.  K.  

"The  Human  Monster" 

with   Bela   Lugosi,   Hugh  Williams, 

Greta  Gynt 

Monogram  73  Mins. 

HORROR  STORY  HAS  SUSPENSE,  CHILLS 
AND  FAST  ACTION. 

Bela  Lugosi,  one  of  the  film  industry's 
ace  bogeymen,  and  a  gruesomely  made  up 
Englishman  by  the  name  of  Wilfred  Walter 
provide  murder  and  chills  on  a  large  scale 
in  this  English-made  horror  film.  Scotland 
Yard  is  personified  by  Inspector  Hugh 
Williams,  a  capable  and  efficient  actor, 
and  the  female  interest  is  provided  by 
Greta  Gynt.  Picture  has  plenty  of  action 
and  suspense,  well  maintained  right  to  the 
end  by  director  Walter  Summers.  Williams 
and  other  inspectors  on  the  force  are 
harried  by  a  number  of  suicides  who  have 
left  large  insurance  policies.  Williams  is 
suspicious  that  the  suicides  have  really 
been  murdered.  Miss  Gynt's  father  is  found 
dead  just  before  her  arrival  from  the  states 
and  Williams  proves  it  is  murder.  Through 
her  aid  he  finally  manages  to  lay  the  mur- 
ders to  Lugosi,  but  catching  him  at  it  pro- 
vides difficulties.  There  is  plenty  of  sus- 
pense right  up  to  the  end  of  the  film  as 
Lugosi  is  trapped  and  finally  killed  by  his 
own  killer,  Walter. 

CAST:  Bela  Lugosi,  Hugh  Williams,  Greta 
Gynt,  Edmon  Ryjn,  Wilfred  Walter,  Alex- 
ander Field,  A.  E.  Owen,  Julie  Suedo,  Gerald 
Pring,  B.  Herbert,  May  Haliatt. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  John  Argyle;  Direc- 
tor, Walter  Summers;  Screenplay,  Patrick 
Kirwin,  Walter  Summers,  and  J.  F.  Argyle; 
Cameraman,  Bryan  Langley;  Editor,  E.  G. 
Richards. 

DIRECTION,   Suspenseful.      PHOTOGRA 
PHY,    Good. 
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DAVID  O.  SELZNICK 
wno   made 

$mi  mm  mi  wm,: 

now   presents   nis    newest   production,  another 
triumphant    oox-oiiice    attraction    based    on 
Daphne   duMaurier  s  novel   that  has   inspired 
similar   world-acclaim  . . . 


directed    bv    Alired  Hitchcock,  master   oi 

suspense  .  .  .  co-starring    Laurence    Olivier, 

hero  oi  "Wuthering  Heights"  and  Joan  Fontaine 

in  her  first   starring  role. 


A  Pre -Selling  Campaign 
To   Match   Its   Bigness  .  •  • 


...more  than  400,000  copies  of  the  original 
edition  sola.  Reprint  now  leading"  all  others. 

...read  in  3,000,000  additional  homes  when 
puhlished    in    Ladies     Home    Journal. 

. . .  currently  appearing  in  a  score  oi  big  city 
papers  to  millions  more  as  a  40-day 
serial,  vigorously  promoted. 

. . .  ieature  articles  on  hook  and  picture  in  Life, 
Collier  s  and  other  national  magazines. 

...sold  to  radio  millions  on  two  coast-to-coast 
broadcasts  including  one  presented  by 
Orson  Welles. 

...woman-interest  captured  thru  Kiviette  tie- 
up  in  America  s  top-flight  stores. 


SELZNICK  INTERNATIONAL  presents 


eca 


star r ins 


LAURENCE  OLIVIER  JOAN  FONTAINE 

with 

G EO KG i:  SANDERS    .    JUDITH  ANDERSON     •     Directed  by  ALFRED  HITCHCOCK 

From  the  best-selline.  novel  hy  DAPHNE  DU  MAURIER 

Produced  by  DASH)  (_).  SELZNICK 

RELEASED      THRU      UNITED       ARTISTS 
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FILM  ASSOCIATES  WILL 
MAKE  FIRST  PIX  HERE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Broadcasting  Corp.,  who  is  resign- 
ing his  American  BBC  post  to  give 

his II  time  to  the  new  company. 

Greene  said  that  negotiations  were 
under  way  for  a  studio  and  for 
players  and  an  announcement  would 
be  made  shortly. 

Film   Associates,    Inc.,    represents 
|  a    partnership    of    Hollywood    direc- 
tors and  writers,  British  and  Amer- 
i  ican  radio  producers  and  the  novel- 
ist, Aldous  Huxley.     First  story  is 
by  Joseph   Krumgold. 
Others    associated    with    the    new 
|  enterprise     include     Gerald     Heard, 
;  author;  Theodore  Lawrence,  research 
and  sound  engineer;  Irving  Reis,  or- 
j  iginator  of  the  Columbia  Workshop, 
j  and    Henwar    Rodakiewicz,    former 
i  Paramount  and  M-G-M  director.    H. 
W.  Fitelson  is  counsel. 

RKO  announced  yesterday  that 
Reis  had  signed  a  term  contract  as 
a  director.  Whether  this  will  affect 
his  connection  with  Film  Associates 
could  not  be  learned. 


10  Features  Going  Before 
Coast  Cameras  This  Week 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
George    Bancroft,    Lynne    Overman 
and  Akim  Tamiroff. 

At  RKO:  "Anne  of  Windy  Popu- 
lars"  with  Anne  Shirlev  and  James 
Ellison. 

At  Universal:  "I  Can't  Give  You 
Anything  But  Love,  Baby"  with 
Johnny  Downs,  Peggy  Moran  and 
Broderick  Crawford:  "Ski  Patrol" 
with  Lili  Deste,  Philip  Dorn  and 
Kathryn  Adams. 

At  Warners:  "Brother  Orchid" 
starring  Edward  G.  Robinson,  with 
Ann  Sothern,  Humphrey  Bogart, 
Donald  Crisp  and  Morgan  Conway. 

At  Republic:  "Women  In  War" 
with  Elsie  Janis,  Wendy  Barrie,  Mae 
Clarke,   Patric   Knowles. 

At  Monogram:  Edward  Finney's 
"The  Colorado  Trail"  starring  Tex 
Ritter;  "Tomboy"  with  Marcia  Mae 
Jones,  Jackie  Moran  and  Grant 
Withers;  an  untitled  "Renfrew  of 
|  the  Mounted"  with  James  Newill, 
Louise  Stanley. 

Walter   Wanger's    "Personal   His- 
;  tory"  featuring  Joel  McCrea  and  an 
all-star  cast. 


Critical  Score  Card 

Hartford — The  new  tabloid  Newsdaily 
sums  up  its  movie  comment  in  a  box 
headed  "Scoring  the  Shows."  First-run 
features  and  theaters  are  listed  with  a 
short  critical  comment.  Each  is  also 
rated  according  to  plot,  dialogue,  di- 
rection, and  acting,  25  points  for  each, 
with  100  as  the  perfect  score.  Theater 
advertising  has  thus  far  been  subscribed 
to  by  E.  M.  Loew's  Theater  only. 
Announcement  is  that  advertising  space 
will  be  limited  to  25  per  cent  of  the 
total  space,  and  theater  ads  will  be  re- 
stricted  in   size. 


Entire  New  Haven  School  System  Co-ops 

to  Promote  Patronage  of  "Abe  Lincoln" 

New  Haven — For  the  first  time,  the  entire  school  system  is  co-operating  to  pro- 
mote 100  per  cent  attendance  at  a  picture — "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois."  John  Hesse 
inspired  school  board  executives  at  a  preview  showing  of  the  picture  to  launch  three 
separate  contests  for  children  of  various  grades  on  the  general  subject,  "A  Student 
Looks  at  'Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois'."  Among  the  judges  are  Dr.  William  Lyon  Phelps, 
Yale  man  of  letters,  Dr.  Mark  A.  May,  head  of  the  Yale  Institute  of  Human  Relations, 
and   Mayor  John   W.   Murphy   of   New   Haven. 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools  has  addressed  his  personal  letter  to  all  teachers, 
principals,  film  council  advisors,  etc.,  urging  attendance  at  the  picture  and  entrance 
in  the  contests.  13,000  tickets  have  been  distributed  in  the  school  system,  to  permit 
school   children   to  enter  in   groups  at   15  cents. 


Depositions  in  Millett 

Suit  Slated  Next  Week 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Clarence  Millett,  operator  of  the 
State  in  Bridgton,  Me.,  is  plaintiff. 
George  S.  Ryan  will  take  the  depo- 
sitions. 

It  is  understood  that  executives 
of  the  Graphic  Theater  Co.,  indie 
New  England  circuit,  also  a  defen- 
dant, will  be  interrogated  at  this 
time.  The  depositions  also  will  be 
used  in  the  current  Millinocket 
Theater  Co.  suit. 


Find  John  Monk  Saunders 

Lifeless  in  Fla.  Cottage 

Fort  Myers,  Fla.  —  John  Monk 
Saunders,  42,  screen  writer,  and 
former  newspaper  man,  committed 
suicide  by  hanging  at  his  winter  cot- 
tage here.  Body  was  found  hanging 
in  a  closet. 


A  native  of  Hinckley,  Minn., 
Saunders  was  educated  at  Oxford 
University,  England,  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Washington.  Serving  with 
the  Army  Air  Service  during  the 
World  War,  he  later  was  on  the  staffs 
of  New  York  and  Los  Angeles  papers 
and  also  wrote  extensively  for  mag- 
azines. He  entered  films  in  1925  via 
Paramount.  His  stories  included 
"Wings,"  "Dawn  Patrol"  and  others 
with  an  aerial  setting. 


Steffes  Leaves  Hospital; 

to  Recuperate  in  Florida 

Al  Steffes  has  left  the  Providence 
Hospital  in  Washington  and  is  now 
at  the  Mayflower  Hotel,  the  North- 
west Allied  leader  informed  his 
friends  in  New  York  ysterday.  He 
plans  to  leave  for  Palm  Beach  to 
recuperate  further  on  Sunday.  Steffes 
had  been  confined  to  the  hospital 
since  Jan.  18  when  he  was  taken  ill 
during  the  national  Allied  board 
meeting. 


"Grapes,"  Setting  Record 

Run,  to  Close  at  Rivoli 

Closing  date  for  20th-Fox'  "The 
Grapes  Of  Wrath"  at  the  Rivoli  was 
set  yesterday  for  March  21,  which 
will  establish  a  new  long  run  rec- 
ord for  one  picture  at  the  house. 
Picture  will  have  played  eight  weeks 
when  it  closes,  one  week  longer  than 
any  previous  picture  shown  there. 
Picture  also  established  an  opening 
day  record  and  a  new  high  for  first 
week's  receipts  at  the  house. 

Picture  will  be  replaced  by  new 
Deanna  Durbin  release,  "It's  A 
Date,"  from  Universal,  which  opens 
on  Good  Friday,  March  22. 


To  Dine  Julian  Rifkin 

Boston  —  Julian  Rifkin  will  be 
dined  at  a  bachelor  dinner  at  the 
Statler  tonight. 


GARY  PLAINTIFFS 
CLOSE  TESTIMONY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ease  today.     Defense  will  begin  its 
testimony  before  Judge  Holly. 

Examination  of  Cyde  Winans,  city 
manager  for  the  Gary  houses,  was 
finished  yesterday.  Depositions  of 
Walter  Immerman,  B  &  K  general 
manager,  and  Alex  Halperin,  Warner 
Theaters  booker,  were  read.  V.  U. 
Young  is  slated  to  be  called  to  the 
stand  again  today. 


"Dr.  Cyclops"  Setting  High 
Grosses  in  5  Pre-Releases 


"Dr.  Cyclops"  has  established  out- 
standing grosses  in  its  five  pre-re- 
lease engagements,  following  the 
world  premiere  in  Denver,  Para- 
mount announced  yesterday.  Picture 
beat  receipts  accorded  to  every  top 
Paramount  picture  to  play  the  Den- 
ham  in  Denver,  with  the  exception 
of  "Beau  Geste." 

Above  normal  business  was  re- 
ported at  the  Newman,  Kansas  City; 
Allyn,  Hartford;  Olympic,  Altoona; 
Paramount,  Nashville,  and  Strand, 
Providence. 


Third  for  "Baker's  Wife" 

World  Film's  "The  Baker's  Wife," 
playing  to  28,500  in  its  first  two 
weeks  at  the  300-seat  World,  goes 
into  its  third  week  today. 


Kallis  Canvases  Displayed 

Maurice    Kallis,    art    director   for 
the  Paramount  account  at  the  Buch-  j 
anan  Agency,  has  two  canvases  on  j 
display  at  the  Fifth  Annual  group  ' 
showing  of  American  artists  at  the 
Montros's    Gallery.      In    addition  to  i 
numerous    other   art    exhibits,    Kal-  j 
lis'  two   subjects,  Boxcars   and   The  | 
Bridal  Path,  will  be  on  display  until 
March  16. 


DURING  JANUARY  AND   FEBRUARY 

CINECOLOR 

completed  the  following  releases: 


PARAMOUNT 

POPULAR  SCIENCE  #3 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS  #3. 
CUBA  (TRAVEL) 


Short 
.Short 
.Short 
.Short 
.Short 
.Short 


MOMENTS  OF  CHARM 

POPULAR   SCIENCE  #4__ 

ISLE  OF  COLUMBUS  (TRAVEL) 

MONOGRAM 

"GENTLEMAN   FROM  ARIZONA" Feature 

COLUMBIA 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (TRAVEL) Short 

FASHION  TAKES  A  HOLIDAY Short 

(Cosmocolor) 
RKO 
"ISLE  OF  DESTINY"  (Cosmocolor) Feature 

IN  ADDITION  TO 

A   LARGE   VOLUME   OF   INDUSTRIAL 

AND  16  MM   WORK 


mem 
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SAG  RETURNING 
TO  LABOR  COUNCIL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

been  altered  but  does  mean  that  the 
Guild  is  convinced  that  the  best  way 
to  pursue  its  demands  for  a  demo- 
cratic, honest  unionism  and  to  oppose 
all  things  inconsistent  with  those 
objectives  is  within,  rather  than  out- 
side, the  Council. 


RKO,  Universal  and  UA 

Sue  Crim  on  Judgments 

Tyler,  Texas — Seeking-  to  collect 
on  judgments  granted  at  New  Or- 
leans, three  film  companies  have 
filed  suits  in  Federal  Court  here 
against  L.  N.  Crim  of  Kilgore,  the- 
ater operator  and  owner  of  exten- 
sive oil  property  in  the  East  Texas 
field. 

The  suits  were  filed  by  RKO-Ra- 
dio,  Universal  and  United  Artists, 
seeking  a  total  of  $42,829,  allegedly 
representing  the  amount  unpaid  by 
C.  &  C.  Enterprises,  Inc.,  of  which 
Crim  was  president,  sole  stockholder 
and  member  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors on  April  1,  1938,  when  the  com- 
pany was  sold. 

Theaters  in  Shreveport,  Minden 
and  Alexandria,  La.,  went  to  Saen- 
ger-Ehrlich  Enterprises  Inc.  for  ap- 
proximately $48,500,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  theaters  and  inter- 
est in  same  went  to  Crim,  he  re- 
ceiving in  all  $79,343,  the  petitions 
claim. 

The  suits  were  brought  under  both 
Louisiana  and  Texas  law.  Under 
Texas  law,  it  is  claimed  Crim  is 
liable  for  payment  because  of  the 
time  of  the  sale  liabilities  of  the 
company  exceeded  assets. 


New  Orleans  Methodist 

Women  Favor  Neely  Bill 

New  Orleans — Opposition  to  block- 
booking  and  blind-selling  was  voiced 
in  a  resolution  adopted  here,  urging 
passage  of  the  Neely  bill,  by  the 
Women's  Missionary  Council  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 

The  resolution,  which  struck  at 
block-booking  and  blind-selling  as 
keeping  "wholesome,  educational  and 
worthwhile  motion  pictures"  away 
from  audiences,  came  through  the 
Bureau  of  Christian  Social  Relations 
publicity  chairman,  Mrs.  Maude  Tur- 
pin.  Mrs.  Turpin  could  not  give 
any  specific  instances  by  which  block- 
booking  or  blind-selling  had  kept  the 
type  of  films  referred  to  out  of  the- 
aters. 


lit  Reverse 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Practice  of  two  prices 
in  one  theater,  as  much  as  20c  difference 
between  main  floor  and  balcony,  is  tak- 
ing the  showgoing  generation  back  to 
the  days  of  their  forefathers,  according 
to  Bob  Livingston,  Capitol  owner-man- 
ager. 

"Most  of  the  present  crop  of  kids," 
he  said,  "have  NO  idea  what  the  screen 
looks  like  from  the  mainfloor.  In  a  few 
more  years,  we'll  be  back  to  the  period 
of    upstairs   opera   houses." 


"Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde,"  "Bach  Street" 

Added  to  Hollywood  Studios9  Re-make  Wave 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Studios  are  continuing   to  add   to   the   re-make  wave.      Latest  additions 

include  "Dr.   Jekyll  and   Mr.  Hyde,"   planned   by   Metro  as  a   Robert  Donat  vehicle,   and 

"Back  Street,"   to  be  done  again   by   Universal. 

Metro  is  reported  to  have  paid  $125,000  to  Paramount  for  the  rights  to  Robert  Louis 

Stevenson   story. 


Defer  Argument  of  Three 
Motions  in  Goldwyn  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

stipulation  filed  in  the  Federal  Coui-t 
yesterday.  The  applications  are  by 
London  Film  Productions  and  Alex- 
ander Korda  to  dismiss  the  suit  as 
against  them;  by  United  Artists  to 
compel  service  of  an  amended  com- 
plaint and  bill  of  particulars;  and 
by  Goldwyn  to  examine  Korda  be- 
fore trial. 


Kentucky  Operators  Cancel 
Louisville  for  Convention 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

yesterday,  Alexander  Jeffery,  presi- 
dent of  the  Kentucky  Federation  of 
Labor,  announced,  after,  he  said  J. 
Graham  Brown,  operator  of  the 
Brown  Hotel,  here,  refused  to  recog- 
nize an  employes'  union  as  a  bar- 
gaining  agent. 


Baltimore  Funeral  Rites 

Today  for  Raymond  Moore 

Baltimore— Funeral  services  will 
be  held  here  today  for  Raymond 
Moore,  43,  pioneer  in  the  Summer 
theater  field  and  founder  of  the  Cape 
Playhouse  and  Cinema  at  Dennis, 
Mass.,  who  died  on  Saturday  of  a 
cerebral  hemorrhage  in  his  apart- 
ment in  the  Hotel  Elysee,  New  York 
City. 

Many  successful  screen  and  stage 
stars  have  appeared  at  the  Playhouse. 
Bette  Davis  was  an  usher  at  the  the- 
ater for  three  seasons  before 
Moore  gave  her  the  stage  part  which 
started  her  on  the  road  to  film  fame. 

Interment  will  be  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery  here. 


Billboard  Advertising  Bill 
is  Hoppered  in  New  York 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Under  the  provi- 
sions of  a  bill  introduced  in  the  As- 
sembly by  Jane  H.  Todd,  Assembly- 
woman from  Westchester  County, 
$5,000  is  appropriated  for  a  tempor- 
ary state  commission  to  determine, 
after  investigation  and  study,  the 
best  method  for  the  regulation  of 
outdoor   advertising. 


Filmarte  to  Di  Carlos 

Di  Carlo  Brothers,  operators  of 
the  Cinecitta  Theater  at  693  Eighth 
Ave.,  yesterday  confirmed  that  they 
have  leased  the  Filmarte  for  an  un- 
disclosed period.  They  expect  to 
open  this  -800-seater  in  the  next 
few  weeks  as  the  Fine-*Ai-ts  Theater, 
playing  Italian  films. 


Lonergan  Rites  on  Coast; 
New  York  Burial  Planned 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  yesterday  morning  in  the 
Mother  of  Good  Counsel  Church  for 
Phil  Lonergan,  52,  veteran  film  scen- 
arist who  died  suddenlv  of  a  heart 
attack  in  his  automobile  on  Friday 
night  near  the  intersection  of  Sun- 
set and  Hollywood  Blvds. 

A  native  of  Hackensack,  N.  J., 
he  entered  journalism  as  a  reporter 
for  the  New  York  World  and  subse- 
quently worked  for  the  Brooklyn 
Daily  Eagle  and  New  York  Ameri- 
can, and  was  drama  editor  for  The 
Dramatic  Mirror.  In  1913,  he  be- 
came New  York  scenario  editor  for 
D.  W.  Griffith's  World  Film  Co.,  and 
wrote  many  scripts  for  the  old  Than- 
hauser  film  company.  He  came  to 
Hollywood  in  1923  where  he  worked 
for  Warner  Bros,  and  Universal. 

Surviving  is  his  sister,  Elizabeth 
Lonergan. 

Deceased's  remains  are  en  route 
to  New  York  City  for  interment. 


NICK  EXTORTION  CASE 
CONTINUED  TO  APRIL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  operators,  in  connection  with  the 
reported  payment  by  certain  theater 
owners  of  $6,500  in  the  fall  o^P37. 


The  court  acted  on  the  grinds 
that  contempt  of  court  proceedings 
he  and  Circuit  Attorney  Franklin 
Miller  had  started  against  the  Pulitz- 
er Publishing  Co.,  publishers  of  the 
St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch;  Benjamin 
H.  Reese,  managing  editor;  Ralph 
Coghlan,  editor  of  the  paper's  edi- 
torial page;  Daniel  R.  Fitzpatrick, 
cartoonist  and  news  article  editorials 
and  cartoons  in  the  paper  about  the 
Nick  and  Weston  case  made  him 
"feel  this  case  could  not  be  fairly 
and  impartially  tried  in  this  term  of 
court."  Defense  counsel  agreed  to 
the  continuance. 

Weston  was  not  in  court  as  he  is 
ill  with  heart  trouble. 

The  newspaper  and  its  staff  mem- 
bers were  cited  to  appear  in  court 
on  March  18  to  show  cause  why  they 
should  not  be  punished  for  contempt 
of  court. 


Boles  in  Syracuse  P.A. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — John  Boles  is  set 
for  a  p.a.  at  the  Strand  here,  open- 
ing March  23. 
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300,000  in  Pix  Industry  Earn  $369,000,000,  Says  Hays 

TELE  TAKING  3  FORWARDSTEPS  IN  CHALLENGE  TO  PIX 

U.  S.  Aims  at  "Straight-Jacket  Rules"  for  Pix,  Charge 


D  of  J  Tactics  at  Sears'  Ex- 
amination Assailed  by 
Warner  Counsel 

Examination  of  Grad  L.  Sears, 
Warners'  general  sales  manager  and 
president  of  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  com- 
menced yesterday  in  connection  with 
the  Government's  equity  action 
against  the  majors. 

In  an  acrimonious  atmosphere, 
Special  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Robert  L.  Wright  was  interrupted 
by  continued  objections  of  majors' 
attorneys  who  argued  that  many  of 
the  questions  were  either  vague  or 
called  for  an  opinion. 

At  one  point  during  the  question- 

(Continucd  on  Page  5) 


UDT  PRESIDENCY  GOES 
TO  EARL  J.  HUDSON 


Earl  J.  Hudson  has  been  named 
president  of  United  Detroit  Theaters 
Corp.,  it  was  announced  yesterday 
by  Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  pres- 
ident. Hudson  also  will  continue  as 
general  manager  of  the  Paramount 
affiliate. 

Following      the      resignation      of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


College  Scholarship  Prize 
in  "My  Son,  My  Son"  Tieups 

A  four-year  college  scholarship  is 
to  be  the  grand  award  in  a  series  of 
contests  worked  out  by  United  Ar- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


"Virginia  City"  Bow 
to  Draw  90  Newsmen 

World  premiere  Saturday  of  Warners' 
"Virginia  City"  will  draw  record  turn- 
out of  90  newspaper  writers  and  radio 
commentators  to  Reno  and  Virginia  City, 
Nev.  Making  the  trip  from  East  and 
West  will  be  10  nationally  known 
columnists,  12  wire  service  correspond- 
ents, 14  syndicate  writers,  25  news- 
paper and  magazine  staff  writers,  15 
writers  for  class  and  fan  magazines, 
eight  trade  press  editors  and  publishers 
and  six   radio  commentators. 


RKO  Deal  for  Six  Springer-Cocalis  Bronx 

Theaters  May  be  Completed  by  End  of  Weeh 

Deal  whereby  RKO  would  acquire  six  Springer-Cocalis  theaters  in  The  Bronx  was 
said  yesterday  to  be  progressing  and  may  be  completed  by  the  end  of  this  week.  It 
is  believed  by  some  that  if  the  deal  is  closed,  some  of  the  Cocalis  houses  will  move  up 
their  runs  so  as  to  play  day  and  date  with  the  first-run  RKO  Chester  and  Fordham 
Theaters. 

It  was  reported  reliably  that  RKO  had  agreed  to  pay  the  same  union  scale  for 
operators   in  the   acquired  Cocalis  houses  as   now   prevailing   in   other  RKO  theaters. 


CHAPLIN  PIX  IN  TWO    NEW  YORK  FINE  ARTS 
NEW  YORK  THEATERS?  FRANCHISE  TO  BRANDT 


While  the  selling  policy  for 
Charles  Chaplin's  "The  Dictators" 
has  not  been  set  definitely,  it  was 
reported  yesterday  that  the  picture 
may  open  in  two  New  York  houses 
simultaneously  in  the  manner  of  the 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  premiere. 

Picture  will  be  shown  at  advance 
admission  prices  and  sold  at  higher 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Miami  Parleys  Fail  to  End 

Philly  Musicians  Dispute 

Miami — Conferences  here  between 
Frank  Phelps,  Warner  theaters  la- 
bor representative,  Joseph  N.  Weber, 
A  F  of  M  president,  and  executives 
of  the  musicians  union  in  Philadel- 
phia,   to    discuss    a    possible    settle- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 


Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president 
and  head  of  the  Brandt  Circuit,  has 
acquired  the  New  York  franchise 
for  Fine  Arts  pictures  which  will  be 
handled  through  his  Times  Pictures 
exchange.  This  was  revealed  in  the 
announcement  of  19  branch  offices  of 
Fine  Arts  now  functioning.     Other 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Kane  Leaving  for  London 
to  Produce  in  Two  Weeks 


Returning  here  yesterday  from 
studio  confabs,  and  a  vacation,  Rob- 
ert T.  Kane,  production  head  in  Eng- 
land for  20th-Fox,  reported  that  the 
program  of  four  pictures  originally 
planned  for  this  season  in  England 
would  be  made,  and  he  would  leave 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Exhibition's  255,000  Get 250  Millions 
of  Industry's  $369,000,000  Payroll 


Garmes  Will  Cut  First  Pix 
for  RKO  Radio  in  New  York 

Lee  Garmes  arrived  yesterday 
morning  from  the  Coast  with  the 
master  print  of  his  first  picture  for 
RKO,  "Beyond  Tomorrow."  He  will 
supervise  the  cutting  of  the  feature 
at  the  Pathe  Laboratories.  Garmes 
is  under  contract  to  produce  three 
more  pictures  for  RKO  release. 


Total  annual  payroll  of  the  U.  S. 
film  industry  approximates  $369,- 
000,000,  shared  by  about  300,000 
workers,  Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA 
prexy,  told  a  Princeton  University 
audience  last  night.  Hays  delivered 
the  Cyrus  Fogg  Braekett  Lecture- 
ship in  Applied  Engineering  and 
Technology.  ?-c  :.--■. 

Exhibition  field,  according  to 
MPPDA  figures,  is  the  major  factor 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


RCA     Cutting     Third     From 

Price,  Setting  Promotion 

Drive,  Adding  Programs 

Television  as  a  direct  challenge  to 
films  moved  still  another  step  to- 
wards actuality  yesterday  when  RCA 
announced  a  33  1-3  price  slash,  more 
NBC  tele  programs  and  extensive 
promotion  to  sell  500  sets  a  week. 
New  price  reduces  the  former  $600 
sets  to  $395;  the  former  $450  models 
to  $295,  while  the  two  lower  price 
sets  will  sell  at  $169.50  and  $99.95. 
The  latter  two  models  will  only  be 
sold  at  this  price,  however,  as  long 
as  the  present  stock  lasts. 

At  the  same  time  an  announce- 
ment was  made  by  the  Cath-Ray 
Television  Corp.  of  a  new  low-priced 
receiving  set  which  would  be  placed 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

UNIVERSALPREPARIN6 
FOR  1940-41  PROGRAM 


Universal  has  only  five  or  six  pic- 
tures yet  to  be  produced  on  the  1939- 
40  program  and  the  studio  already 
is  preparing  for  next  season's  line- 
up, Matty  Fox,  vice-president,  said 
yesterday  in  New  York.  Fox  ar- 
rived here   Monday  for  home   office 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Remarks  of  Judge  in  Gary 
Case  Lean  to  Defendants 


Chicago  —  Examination  of  V.  U. 
Young  in  the  Gary  Theater  case  in 
Judge  Holly's  court  was  completed 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ARA  to  Handle  Only 
AGVA  Under  New  Pact 

Agreement  has  been  reached  between 
the  American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists 
and  the  Artists  Representatives  Associa- 
tion which  provides  that  ARA  will  handle 
only  AGVA  members,  that  any  disputes 
arising  shall  be  arbitrated,  and  that  top 
commission  shall  be  10  per  cent,  with 
contracts  limited  to  a  three-year  period. 
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WB  Buy  In  Johnstown 

Pittsburgh — The  State  Theater  in 
Johnstown,  which  Warners  have  had 
under  lease  for  sometime,  has  been 
purchased  by  WB. 


Sound  Equipment  Exports 
to  U.  K.  Show  Marked  Drop 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Value  of  motion  pic- 
ture films  and  sound  equipment  ex- 
ported to  the  United  Kingdom  from 
the  United  States  has  dropped  ma- 
terially since  1937,  according  to  fig- 
ures made  public  yesterday  by  the 
Commerce  Department.  American 
motion  picture  sound  equipment  ex- 
ported to  Great  Britain  in  1937  was 
valued  at  $563,000;  in  1938  $210,000; 
and  in  1939  $120,000,  or  a  slump  of 
over  $400,000. 

The  value  of  American  motion 
picture  films,  exposed  and  not  ex- 
posed, exported  to  the  U.  K.  in  1937 
was  $1,361,000;  in  1938  $1,130,000; 
and  in  1939,  $910,000,  or  a  drop  of 
nearly  half  a  million  dollars.  In  the 
last  four  months  of  1939  exports  of 
films  to  the  United  Kingdom  fell  off 
more  than  half  as  compared  with 
exports  for  the  corresponding  per- 
iod of  1938,  or  from  $303,000  in 
value  to  $117,000. 

Exports  of  sound  equipment  in 
the  same  two  periods  were  equal  in 
value,  being  listed  as  worth  $37,000 
in  both  cases. 
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College  Editors  Will  See 

"Johnny  Apollo"  Preview 

Special  preview  of  "Johnny  Apol- 
lo," new  20th-Fox  release  starring 
Tyrone  Power  and  Dorothy  Lamour, 
will  be  held  Friday  night  at  the  Vic- 
toria Theater,  Ossining,  N.  Y.,  with 
editors  of  34  college  newspapers  from 
all  over  the  East  invited  by  the  com- 
pany to  attend.  Unusual  procedure 
resulted  from  plot  of  film  which 
poses  the  problem  presented  to  a 
college   man  who  goes  to   prison. 

The  editors  will  arrive  in  New 
York  Friday  and  will  be  the  guests 
of  the  company  until  they  leave  Sun- 
day night.  A  dinner  will  be  held 
Friday  night  at  the  St.  Moritz  be- 
fore the  party  entrains  for  Ossining, 
with  the  editors  stopping  at  the  same 
hotel.  New  York  newspapermen, 
trade  press  and  syndicate  writers 
have  also  been  invited  to  the  pre- 
view. 


Pari-Mutuel  Measure 

Before  N.  J.  Governor 


Trenton,  N.  J.  —  Bitter  eight 
months'  battle  over  horse  racing  and 
pari-mutuels  ended  when  the  New 
Jersey  Senate  passed  the  bill  12  to  7. 
Measure  empowers  Governor  Moore 
to  appoint  a  four-man  commission. 
The  bill,  favored  by  the  Governor, 
goes  to  him  for  signature  this  week. 


Smith  Heads  Akron  IEA 

Akron,  O. — The  Akron  Indepen- 
dent Exhibitors  Association  has 
elected  the  following  officers  to  serve 
for  one  year:  Wolfort  Smith,  presi- 
dent; Al  Ploenes,  1st  vice-president; 
Charles  Stalder,  2nd  vice-president 
and   R.  E.  Paulas,  secretary. 

The  AIEA  meets  the  first  Thurs- 
day of  each  month, 


Theaters  Using  Goldberg's 
Anti-Neely  Bill  Pamphlet 

A  number  of  theaters  and  cir- 
cuits have  ordered  large  quantities 
of  the  pamphlets,  "Questions  and 
Answers  Clarifying  the  Neely  bill," 
devised  by  Harry  Goldberg,  adver- 
tising and  publicity  director  of  War- 
ner Bros.  Theaters.  The  booklets 
were  sent  to  all  exhibitors  on  the 
RKO  mailing  list. 

Among  those  who  have  ordered 
quantities  ranging  from  500  to  2,- 
000  copies  include:  Robb  &  Row- 
ley Circuit,  Dallas;  Ritz  Theater, 
Tulsa;  Standard  Theaters,  Milwau- 
kee; Warner  Bros.  Circuit,  New 
York;  Schine  Circuit,  Gloversville; 
Chicago  Theater,  Chicago;  M  &  P 
Theaters,  Boston  and  Pawtucket,  and 
the  Empire  Theater,  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla. 


$71,644  Operating  Profit 
Reported  by  FP  Subsidiary 

Montreal — Eastern  Theaters,  Ltd., 
subsidiary  of  Famous  Players  Can- 
adian Corp.,  operating  the  Imperial 
Theater,  Toronto,  yesterday  reported 
a  1939  operating  profit,  before  depre- 
ciation and  income  taxes,  at  $71,644, 
compared  with  $94,733  in  1938.  After 
depreciation,  income  tax  and  other 
adjustments,  net  profit  for  the  52 
weeks  ended  Dec.  28,  totalled  $41,- 
905,  compared  with  $45,757  a  year 
previous.  Current  liabilities  totalled 
$13,077  and  current  assets  $314,561. 


American  Theaters  Still 

Aiding  Finnish  Fund  Drive 

Hundreds  of  additional  U.  S.  the- 
aters are  still  setting  dates  for  par- 
tocipation  in  the  Finnish  Relief  Fund 
lobby  collection  drive,  Fund  head- 
quarters said  yesterday.  Thirty-five 
Illinois  theaters  will  join  in  the  next 
two  weeks;  March  drives  are  plan- 
ned as  well  by  Kentucky  exhibs.  and 
M  &  P,  Para.'s  New  England  af- 
filiate. Thus  far,  615  theaters  have 
shown  the  Drive's  short,  "Finland 
Fights." 


"Strange  Cargo"  Grosses 
Rival  Those  of  "Passage" 

First  key  city  engagements  of 
"Strange  Cargo"  is  rivalling  "North- 
west Passage"  in  the  same  situa- 
tions, M-G-M  announced  yesterday. 
Initial  reports  show  that  business 
was  running  18  per  cent  to  48  per 
cent  above  normal  in  seven  cities  on 
"Strange  Cargo."  Meanwhile,  M-G- 
M  reports  continued  heavy  business, 
ranging  from  32  per  cent  to  111  per 
cent  above  average  in  last  week-end 
openings. 


Circuits  Book  Finn  Film 

Deals  have  been  closed  by  Hoff- 
berg  Productions,  Inc.,  with  the 
Skouras  and  Warners  circuits  for 
"Finland  Speaks,"  short.  Over  100 
prints  have  already  been  put  in 
circulation,    Hoffberg    stated. 


cominG  HfiD  goiiig 


HERMAN  WOBBER,  general  manager  of  dis- 
tribution for  20th-Fox,  is  scheduled  to  leave 
for  the  Coast   the  end   of  this  week. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  president  and  sale  jn- 
ager  of  Republic,  has  returned  from  an  e>iea*ve 
sales  trip.  ^ 

ROBERT  T.  KANE,  English  production  head 
for  20th-Fox,  arrived  yesterday  from  Hollywood 
and  leaves  for  Euope  within  the  next  two  weeks. 

CHARLES  E.  MCCARTHY,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  for  20th-Fox  is  in  Boston  on  busi- 
ness. 

NEIL  AGNEW  left  yesterday  for  Chicago. 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR  and  JOHN  W.  HICKS  are 
due  back  from   South  America   next  Monday. 

MATTY   FOX   returns   tomorrow   to   the   Coast. 

E.  W.  HAMMONS  is  slated  to  return  from  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  on  Monday. 

LYNN  FARNOL  is  due  back  from  the  Coast 
tomorrow. 

MRS.  BEN  GOETZ  and  MRS.  ROBERT  MONT- 
GOMERY  sail   Saturday   on   the   Rex   for   Europe. 

WILLIAM  SCULLY  returns  from  a  Florida 
vacation  Monday. 

J.  A.  McCONVILLE,  foreign  manager  for  Co- 
lumbia,   has    arrived    in    Santiago,    Chile. 

WYNN  ROCAMORA,  of  NBC's  Hollywood  stu- 
dios,  is  at  the  Sherry  Netherland. 

TONY  MARTIN  is  at  the  Warwick. 

LEE  SHUBERT  returns  to  New  York  tomorrow 
from  the  Midwest. 

LAURENCE  W.  6EILENSON,  counsel  for  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild,  is  due  here  from  the  Coast 
shortly,  leaving  here  for  Finland  on  March  22 
as  the  head  of  an  ambulance  unit  financed  by 
film  players. 

M.  B.  HORWITZ,  general  manager  of  Ohio's 
Washington  circuit,  MRS.  HORWITZ  and  their 
son,  LEWIS,  leave  tomorrow  to  spend  a  few 
weeks   at    Miami    Bearch,    Fla. 

NATHAN  E.  GOLDSTEIN  of  Western  Mass. 
Theaters,  Inc.,  Springfield,  has  returned  from 
a    two   weeks'   vacation   at   Hollywood,    Fla. 

JAMES  E.  SCOVILLE,  of  the  Scoville,  Essick 
and  Reif  circuit,  Cleveland,  and  MORRIS  BERKO- 
WITZ  of  the  Ritz  and  Ambassador  Theaters, 
Cleveland,    are    in    Hot   Springs,    Ark. 

DON  HIGCINS,  publicity  director  of  The 
March  of  Time,  sails  today  on  the  Oriente  for 
a   brief   vacation   at   Havana. 


Wives  Sailing  to  Join 

Goetz  and  Montgomery 

Mrs.  Robert  Montgomery  and  Mrs. 
Ben  Goetz  sail  for  Europe  Saturday 
on  the  Rex  to  join  their  husbands  in 
England.  Goetz  and  Montgomery 
are  associated  in  the  resumption  of 
M-G-M  production  in  England. 


Lonergan  Rites  Here  Saturday 

Requiem  Mass  for  Phil  Lonergan, 
veteran  scenario  writer  who  died  of 
a  heart  attack  in  Hollywood  last  Fri- 
day will  take  place  at  St.  Malachy's 
R.  C.  Church  (The  Actors'  Church), 
49th  St.  west  of  Broadway,  on  Sat- 
urday at  10  a.m.  Burial  will  be  in 
St.  John's  Cemetery.  A  sister,  Eliz- 
abeth Lonergan,  is  accompanying  the 
body  from  Hollywood. 


The  family  of  the  late  William  Yoost 
wishes  to  thank  their  friends  for  the 
kind  expressions  of  sympathy  in  the 
hour  of  their  bereavement. 
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300,000  FIX  WORKERS 
EARN  $369,000,000 


'  {Continued  from  Page  1) 

from  both  the  employment  and  pay- 
roll standpoint.  Of  the  300,000 
workers,  255,000  are  engaged  in  ex- 
hibition, earning  annually  $250,000,- 
000.  Production's  32,000  receive 
yearly  an  aggregate  of  $129,000,000, 
while  distribution's  13,000  earn  a 
total   of   $27,560,000   annually. 

Hays,  who  denned  the  work  of 
the  film  industry  as  "social  engi- 
neering" and  who  saw  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  a  possible  "lever  capable 
of  moving  the  world,"  said  that  its 
$2,000,000,000  capital  investment  rep- 
resented $1,880,000,000  in  theaters, 
$100,000,000  in  studios  and  $20,000,- 
000  in  distribution  facilities. 

Calling  attention  to  the  wide- 
spread industry  expenditures,  the 
MPPDA  prexy  said,  "In  a  single  de- 
cade, this  industry  has  purchased 
a  billion  dollars  worth  of  steel  and 
stone  and  cement  and  lumber  to 
make  shadows.  It  has  become  the 
principal  customer  of  the  furniture, 
printing  and  lithographing  trades." 

Hays  also  cited  the  fact  that  many 
pictures  now  have  constructive  pur- 
pose and  that  their  constructive  val- 
ues are  being  realized.  "Freedom 
of  the  screen  is  best  attested,"  he 
said,  "by  the  fact  that  our  studios 
are  not  alone  producing  splendid  en- 
tertainment for  the  millions,  but  are 
making  pictures  that  contribute  to 
human  understanding  by  their  por- 
trayal of  various  areas  of  science, 
geography,  history,  literature  and 
current    problems    of    the    day." 

Hays  asserted  that,  in  the  18  years 
he  has  been  the  industry's  repre- 
sentative, "it  has  sought  patiently 
and,  I  believe,  always  in  the  public 
interest,  to  build  up  a  successful 
system  of  industrial  self-regulation 
with  the  least  possible  government 
supervision.  It  has  stood  ready  to 
co-operate  and  has  co-operated  with 
public  authority  in  every  way,  en- 
deavoring always  to  maintain  that 
proper  relation  which  a  great  in- 
dustry should  maintain  to  its  gov- 
ernment." 


Lederer  Heads  Merit 

Merit  Pictures  has  elected  these 
officers:  Otto  Lederer,  president; 
Jerry  Wilson,  vice-president;  Etta 
V.  Segall,  treasurer;  Samuel  Brown, 
secretary. 
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Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

MARCH  13 
Charles  L.  Clett 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •  •  YESTER  morn.  Danton  Walker  wrote  in  his  Daily  Nooze 
colyum: "Harold  Lloyd  is  in  town,  incognito,  for  some  unknown  rea- 
son"  — so  we'll  try  to  clear  up  the  mystery although  it  re- 
quires two  answers: the  reason  Mister  Lloyd's  in  town,  and  why 

he's  here  incognito First,  Lloyd's  presence  is  in  connection  with  de- 
fense of  a  legal  action  involving  his  1937-38  Paramount  pix,  "Professor 

Beware" Now,  as  to  the  incognito  angle,  we  don't  know  precisely 

in  what  sense  Danton  employs  that  word,  "incognito" Does  he  mean 

that  Lloyd  is  masquerading  under  an  assumed  name? Is  he  feigning 

a  character  other  than  his  own? Or  is  he  bounding  about  Man- 
hattan in  some  baffling  disguise? Certainly  he's  doing  the  latter. .  . . 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     ONLY  last  Sunday  night we  know  at  first  hand 

that  Mister  Lloyd  was  locally  on  the  loose and  magnificently 

disguised He  was  at  the  Finnish  Relief  tennis  matches  in 

Madison  Sq.  Garden ....  accompanied  by  his  counsel,  Louis  Nizer, 
who  probably  figured  he'd  get  his  client  used  to  the  courts  by 
easy  stages. . .  .Yep,  there  sat  Mister  Lloyd  drinking-in  the  thund- 
ering services,  volleys,  half-volleys,  smashes,  et  al,  of  the  Messrs. 

Tilden,  Budge,  Perry  and  Vines but  not  a  soul  in  the  vast 

arena  recognized  him Sure,  they'd  have  spotted  Boris  Karloff, 

Peter  Lorre  or  Bela  Lugosi  in  a  jiffy,  sans  disguises But  not 

Mister  Lloyd,  who  scuttled  his  identity  completely via  re- 
moving his  famous  tortoise-shell-rimmed  glasses 


•  •      •     YUP,  Mister  Lloyd's  incognito Perhaps  he  learned   a 

precious  lesson  some  years  ago  down  in  Philly where  he  was  doin' 

a  p.a Heaven  sent  Harold  a  "double" It  seems  that  Jay 

Emanuel,  who  strongly  resembles  Mister  Lloyd,   particularly   when   the 
publisher-exhib.  dons  his  horn-rimmed  specs,  was  entering  a  limousine 

in  front  of  the  p.a.  theater With  crowds  all  about  some  Philly  Film 

Row  wag  yelled:   "There's  Harold  Lloyd!" Emanuel   was  roundly 

mobbed  but  finally  escaped  from  the  mauling  via  strategy Battered 

and  bent,  he  dished  out  some  very  "special  editions"  of  Lloyd's  auto- 
graph   

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     DURING  his  present  New  York  visit Mister  Lloyd 

is  augmenting  his  disguise  by  wearing  his  hat  at  a  jaunty  angle 

over  his  eyes He  might  find  this  successful but  it  failed 

two  members  of  the  opposite  sex —the  Misses  Crawford  and 

Lamour ......  The   former,   accompanied   by   the   stalwart  Milton 

(Metro)  Weiss. . .  .was  attending  a  local  matinee  of  Bill  Robinson's 

"Hot  Mikado" The  audience  recognized  La  Crawford,  hat- 
tilt  or  no 'Twos  then  that  a  stampede  started  which  terrified 

the  star who  was  buffetted  about  alarmingly Why  Lou 

Little  hasn't  sent  for  Weiss  is  a  metropolitan  mystery He  saved 

the  day You'll  find  no  such  blocking  on  any  gridiron! 

Now  La  Dottie  Lamour  got  some  magnificent  mauling  in  town 

recently Upon  leaving  for  Miami,  she  asserted  sorrowfully: 

"It  will  be  nice  in  Florida but  I'll  be  scared  to  even  go  out 

on  the  beach!" 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     DEAR  Danton: ...... .Incognito  is  the  refuge  of  the  stars 

Do  you  wonder  that  they  like  to  go  to  Palm  Springs There  they  can 

be   themselves    and   relax  in   solitude far,   far   from    the    madding 

throngs iWHOM   THEY  WOULDN'T   BE  WITHOUT   F'RANYTHING! 


<t      «      « 
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UNIVERSAL  PREPARING 
FOR  1940-41  PROGRAM 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

conferences  and  plans  to   return  to 
the    Coast   tomorrow.  hea^. 

Fox  declared  that  there  is  ire  in- 
dication that  Universal  will  produce 
fewer  pictures  for  1940-41,  confirm- 
ing President  Nate  Blumberg's  pre- 
vious statement  on  the  same  subject. 
He  said  never  on  the  history  of  the 
company  were  there  better  pictures 
finished  and  in  work  at  Universal 
City. 


Miami  Parleys  Fail  to  End 
Philly  Musicians1  Dispute 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ment  of  differences  which  caused 
Warners  to  drop  all  musicians  in 
their  Philly  houses  broke  up  yester- 
day with  no  settlement  in  sight. 

Dispute,  of  long  standing,  came  to 
a  head  last  Dec.  1  when  Warners 
dropped  all  musicians  in  the  Philly 
area  in  protest  over  being  forced 
to  employ  them  in  spots  where  they 
did  not  need  them.  Pickets  are  still 
active  in  front  of  at  least  one  War- 
ner house  in  the  city,  it  is  under- 
stood. 


Westinghouse  1939  Net 

Shows  $9,052,773  Jump 

East  Pittsburgh  —  Westinghouse 
reports  net  income  for  1939  of  $13,- 
854,365,  after  usual  deductions.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  $9,052,773 
over  that  reported  for  1938.  Profit 
was  equal  to  $5.24  a  share  after 
dividends  for  preferred,  compared 
to  $3.38  a  share  a  year  ago.  Net 
sales  were  $175,071,363,-  or  a  rise  of 
11  per  cent  over  1938. 


Golden  Funeral  Held 

Cleveland — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  the  father  of  Nathan 
D.  Golden,  chief,  Motion  Picture  Di- 
vision, Department  of  Commerce. 


Jersey  "Adopts"  Ann 
As  Lampoon's  Answer 

Trenton,  N.  J.  —  Taking  official 
cognizance  of  the  Ann  Sheridan  con- 
troversy stemming  from  the  Harvard 
Lampoon's  selection  of  the  Texas-born 
Warner  actress  as  the  Hollywood  gal 
"most  unlikely  to  succeed,"  the  New 
Jersey  Legislature  by  resolution  has 
elected  her  a  Daughter  of  New  Jersey 
and  a  Sister  of  Princeton  and  invited 
her  to  occupy  "a  position  of  honor  and 
prominence"  at  the  Harvard-Princeton 
game  next  Nov.  2  at  Cambridge. 

Boston — Harvard  can't  do  that  to  Ann 
Sheridan.  Not,  at  least,  without  a  kick- 
back from  Radcliffe  College.  Offices 
of  the  Harvard  Lampoon  were  picketed 
by  four  Radcliffe  girls  on  behalf  of  War- 
ners'   "Oomph    Girl." 

(Editor's  Note:  By  some  curious  co- 
incidence, Warners  will  release  "It  All 
Came  True,"  with  Ann  Sheridan,  on 
April  6). 

Local  papers  yesterday  gave  the  story 
Page  One  play  with  art. 
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TELE  MOVING  FORWARD 
IN  CHALLENGE  TO  PIX 


(Continued  from  Pane  1) 

on  so1e  in  the  Metropolitan  area  im- 
mer^pely  for  $149.50.  Set,  which  is 
a  combined  radio  and  television  re- 
ceiver, has  a  seven-inch  Kinescope 
(television  receiving-  tube)  which 
produces  an  image  five  by  six  and 
a  half  inches.  It  also  has  a  10-inch 
super  fidelity  loud  speaker  and  fea- 
tures a  "syncroloc  hold"  which  is 
said  to  keep  the  pictures  continu- 
ously locked  in  synchronization. 
Demonstrations  have  been  given  for 
the  FCC.  Company  is  now  laying 
plans  for  an  all-inclusive  promo- 
tional campaign 

RCA's  move,  which  had  been  an- 
ticipated by  the  trade,  follows  the 
FCC's  approval  of  limited  tele  com- 
mercialization starting  Sept.  1,  and 
an  extensive  study  of  markets  and 
prices  by  RCA.  Greater  profits  will 
now  be  made  by  dealers,  although 
it  will  be  necessary  for  RCA  to  sell 
35,000  models  before  breaking  even. 
NBC  will  spend  $700,000  this  year 
for  programs  as  part  of  the  promo- 
tion campaign. 

At  a  special  meeting  attended  by 
several  hundred  dealers  held  in 
NBC's  8G  studio  yesterday  after- 
noon, Thomas  F.  Joyce,  RCA  vice- 
president  and  advertising  director 
and  Alfred  H.  Morton,  NBC  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  television, 
outlined  plans  for  the  campaign. 
Joyce,  in  discussing  the  sales  drive, 
stated  that  a  dealer  survey  revealed 
that  they  desired:  (1)  more  shows; 
(2)  cheaper  sets;  (3)  larger  dis- 
counts and,  (4)  term  or  credit  sell- 
ing. The  survey,  however,  failed  to 
reveal  any  criticism  of  television  as 
such.  New  television  sales  plan  em- 
bodies all  of  the  requests  as  well  as 
including  reductions  in  antenna  and 
installation  costs. 

Extensive  advertising  campaign 
will  start  within  a  week  in  the  New 
York  Times  and  Herald-Tribune_  to 
be  followed  by  copy  in  Esquire, 
Cue,  and  the  New  Yorker,  while  di- 
rect mail  will  be  used  to  reach 
specific  groups,  and  a  special  sales 
staff  will  aid  dealers.  Sets  and  pro- 
grams will  be  extensively  plugged 
on  NBC's  New  York  radio  stations 
and  greater  emphasis  will  be  placed 
on  publicity. 

An  unusual  feature  of  the  promo- 
tional campaign  will  be  a  refund  of 
the  difference  between  original  and 
reduced  prices  to  early  set  buyers, 
but  it  was  stated  by  Joyce  that  there 
is  no  indication  further  reductions 
will  be  possible  for  at  least  two 
years. 

It  was  disclosed  that  approximate- 
ly 2,500  sets  are  in  use  within  range 
of  New  York  television  stations, 
with  a  survey  revealing  that:  four 
or  five  people  watch  programs  on 
each  set;  larger  groups  gather  to 
watch  programs  in  eating  places; 
majority  of  fans  devote  from  one  to 
Sve  hours  a  week  watching  pro- 
grams; 21  per  cent  watch  all  of  the 
12 y2   hour  weekly  schedule;  and  an 


Vivien  Leigh  Week 

Baltimore — It's  Vivien  Leigh  Week  on 
the  local  Rialto  as  three  houses  seek 
to  cash  in  on  the  actress's  CWTW  move- 
over  engagement  at  the  Valencia.  Stan- 
ley has  the  English  star  in  "Sidewalks 
of  London,"  the  Lexway  presents  her  in 
"Dark  Journey"  and  the  Little  has  her 
in   "Storm   in  a  Teacdp." 


Projectionist  Loses  Plea 
for  Writ  Restraining  Union 

Newark — Vice  Chancellor  Bigelow 
asserted  Local  244,  operators,  holds 
a  labor  monopoly  on  jobs  in  50  of  57 
Essex  County  theaters,  but  dismissed 
the  injunction  plea  by  Ralph  Heso- 
witz  who  complained  the  union 
threatened  to  take  his  job  at  the 
State,  West  Orange,  and  that  em- 
ployers fear  recrimination  if  they 
fail  to  discharge  operators  obnox- 
ious to  the  local. 

Heslowitz  asked  the  court  to  re- 
strain union  from  interfering  with 
him  or  employers  and  to  hold  the 
job  monopoly  illegal. 

"It  does  not  appear  that  the  union 
asked  the  employer  to  discharge  the 
complainant  or  ever  threatened  the 
complainant,"  Bigelow  ruled,  "there 
is  no  proof  the  complainant  was 
interfered  with  in  employment.  Nor 
any  proof  any  wrong  will  be  done 
complainant  unless  the  court  acts, 
in  absence  of  such  proof,  the  bill 
will  be  dismissed." 

It  was  brought  out  the  local  gets 
an  initiation  fee  of  $500  and  yearly 
dues  of  $180,  has  about  150  mem- 
bers and  has  paid  Agent  Louis  Kauf- 
man $13,000  annually  and  one  year 
gave  him  $5,000  bonus. 


Civil  Service  Standard 

On  the  Neely  Bandwagon 

The  Civil  Service  Standard,  organ 
of  a  CIO  affiliate,  State,  County  and 
Municipal  Workers  of  America,  con- 
tains a  plea  in  the  amusement  and 
film  column  by-lined  by  Paul  Kaye, 
which  asks  letters  be  written  to  Con- 
gressmen in  favor  of  the  Neely  bill. 

Kaye  says  in  his  column,  "If  you 
have  a  chance,  drop  your  Congress- 
man a  note  asking  him  to  vote  for 
the  Neely  bill.  The  best  way  to 
restore  a  free  screen,  break  block- 
booking  and  establish  community 
freedom  of  choice." 

The  Civil  Service  Standard  is  a 
weekly  paper  read  by  employes  of 
various  governmental  departments, 
Federal,  state  or  city  and  by  people 
intending  to  take  civil  service  exam- 
inations. 


"Argonne  Forest"  May  Be 

First  Lasky  Production 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Jesse  L.  Lasky's  first 
picture  on  his  return  to  production, 
possibly  under  the  RKO  banner,  will 
probably  be  "Argonne  Forest,"  based 
on  the  exploits  of  the  World  War's 
No.  One  hero,  Sergt.  Alvin  C.  York. 
Lasky  recently  conferred  with  York 
at  his  Pall  Mall,  Tenn.,  home  where 
a  deal  was  discussed. 


SAY  GOV'T  WANTS  PIX 
"STRAIGHT-JACKET" 


(Continued  from  Page  I) 

ing,  Robert  W.  Perkins,  counsel  for 
Warners,  charged  the  Government 
with  attempting  to  place  a  complex 
industry  under  rigid  "straight- jacket 
rules."  This  accusation  was  made 
after  Wright  had  stated  that  Sears 
was  finding  it  difficult  to  answer 
questions  "without  the  aid  of  coun- 
sel." 

Sears  stated  that  the  Warners' 
production  wing  at  no  time  discussed 
with  the  theater  wing  the  terms  of 
licensing  contracts  granted  to  com- 
peting theaters.  He  further  said 
that  Warners  had  no  general  policy 
of  handling  complaints  on  clearance. 

Sears  explained  the  factors  that 
entered  into  the  selection  of  first- 
run  houses.  He  claimed  that  his 
company  did  not  favor  theaters  af- 
filiated with  the  majors.  In  closing 
yesterday's  examination,  he  de- 
scribed his  early  employment  start- 
ing in  1914  in  the  film  business. 

His  examination  will  continue  to- 
day at  10:30   a.m. 

Spyros  Skouras  will  testify  on 
March  18,  to  be  followed  by  exami- 
nation of  Joseph  M.  Schenck.  Y. 
Frank  Freeman  will  appear  on 
March  20. 


Billboard  Restrictions 

Proposed  in  New  Measure 

Albany — Sen.  Henry  Griffith  and 
Assemblyman  Russell  Wright  have 
hoppered  a  co-sponsored  bill  prohib- 
iting billboards,  signs  or  other 
advertising  devices  outside  cities  and 
incorporated  villages  within  150  feet 
of  the  intersection  of  highways  and 
within  500  feet  of  any  state  park 
parkway   or   scenic   highway. 


OBlfAttOf 


Suggested  by  stories  by 

SAX  ROHMER 


Sunday  Films  Approved 

by  Three  Vermont  Towns 

Montpelier,  Vt.  —  Sunday  movies 
were  approved  8  to  1  at  the  annual 
town  meeting  in  the  city  of  Rutland. 

Films  also  were  victorious  in 
Northfield,  a  town  which  voted  dry 
on  the  liquor  question.  In  Winooski, 
Sunday  movies  and  sports  were  also 
approved. 

audience  of  10,000  to  15,000  per  week 
now  view  the  tele  shows. 

Morton  stated  that  it  was  entirely 
possible  the  next  inaugural  in  1941 
would  be  witnessed  by  New  Yorkers 
through  television,  with  a  television 
network  linking  Washington  to  Bos- 
ton and  covering  seaboard  cities  in 
between  a  possibility  within  the  next 
two  or  three  years. 


15    CHAPTERS 


at 


Wednesday,  March  13,  1940 


BWUIV 


NEW  YORK  FINE  ARTS 
FRANCHISE  TO  BRANDT 


#  REVIEWS  Of  THE  REUJ  F ILfllS  iV 


(CoHfnnifd  jrom  Page  1) 

franchise  holders  are  expected  to  be 
named  during  the  next  week. 

Present  franchise  holders  and  their 
territories  include: 

Marcel  Mekelberg,  Boston  and 
New  Haven;  Lee  Goldberg,  Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati  and  Indianapolis; 
Cleve  Adams,  Chicago;  Jack  Adams, 
Dallas  and  Oklahoma  City;  William 
Flemion,  Detroit;  Bernard  Newman, 
Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City;  Herbert 
Given,  Philadelphia;  Max  Shulgold, 
Pittsburgh;  Bradley  Fish,  San  Fx-an- 
cisco;  William  C.  Ritter,  Los  An- 
geles; George  Gill,  Washington,  D. 
C.;  Eph  Rosen,  Minneapolis,  and 
Max  Wiesner,  Milwaukee. 


Kane  Leaving  for  London 
to  Produce  in  Two  Weeks 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for    Europe    within    the    next    two 
weeks. 

Kane  said  that  the  pictures,  which 
will  be  distributed  here  as  well  as 
abroad  by  the  company,  would  be 
made  at  the  Shepherds  Bush  studios. 
Stories  have  already  been  lined  up, 
he  said,  but  in  all  probability  no 
American  players  or  technicians  will 
be  connected  with  the  productions, 
due  to  passport  difficulties. 


Hudson  Named  Successor 
to  Trendle  as  UDT  Prexy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

George  Trendle  as  head  of  UDT, 
Hudson  was  appointed  temporary 
operating  head.  Balaban's  announce- 
ment yesterday  made  the  appoint- 
ment  permanent. 


Finnish  Short  Interests 

Columbia  and  Universal 


William  Lindenwald,  producer  of 
the  one-reel  subject,  "Life  in  Fin- 
land," is  reported  to  be  negotiating 
with  Columbia  and  Universal  for  the 
release  of  the  picture. 


Atlanta  Leads  Depinet  Drive 

Branch  Manager  H.  M.  Lyons,  At- 
lanta exchange,  has  taken  the  lead 
in  the  Ned  Depinet  Drive  at  the  end 
of  the  sixth  week.  The  Milwaukee 
branch,  headed  by  A.  N.  Schmitz,  is 
second,  and  Buffalo,  where  C.  Boas- 
berg  is  manager,  is  in  third  position. 

March  15  for  III.  Allied 

Chicago — Annual  meeting  of  Al- 
lied of  Illinois  will  be  held  at  the 
Congress  Hotel  here  on  March  15. 
Present  indications  are  that  the  pres- 
ent officers  will  be  re-elected. 


"Pinocchio"  to  26th  Circuit 

RKO  Radio  has  closed  with  the 
Feiber  &  Shea  Circuit  for  "Pinoc- 
chio." It's  the  26th  major  circuit 
to   book  the   Disney   pix. 


"The  Face  Behind  The 
Scar" 

with  Griffith  Jones,   Rosalyn   Boulter 
Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  71  Mins. 

MYSTERY  MELLER  FAILS  TO  SUSTAIN 
NECESSARY  SUSPENSE. 

Produced  in  England,  this  new  Film  Alli- 
ance release  will  serve  as  a  program  filler 
for  nabe  houses,  but  it  fails  to  live  up  to 
the  menace  implied  in  its  title.  The  story 
is  fairly  plausible  and  the  cast  works  hard. 
However,  a  murder  and  subsequent  man 
hunt  of  an  innocent  victim  in  the  opening 
of  the  film  is  not  kept  suspenseful  enough 
to  make  it  engrossing  melodrama.  An  Eng- 
lish cast  featuring  Griffith  Jones,  Rosalyn 
Boulter,  Ellis  Jeffreys,  Athole  Stewart,  Cecil 
Ramage  and  Sylvia  Marriott  does  an  ade- 
quate job  with  the  material  provided. 
VV.  Victor  Hanbury  directed  the  picture. 
Jones  and  Rosalyn  elope,  but  a  fight  with 
her  father's  solicitor  ends  in  murder  by  an 
unknown  third  party  and  Jones  is  hunted  for 
the  crime,  knowing  that  the  solicitor  was 
al.ve  when  he  left  him.  Rosalyn  refuses  to 
speak  to  him  and  he  ships  to  South  Africa. 
Victim  of  an  accident  that  disfigures  his 
face  he  returns  to  England  when  the  oppor- 
tunity offers,  believing  he  won't  be  recog- 
nized. He  clears  himself  of  the  murder 
charge  and  straightens  out  his  romantic 
problems  at  the  same  time. 

CAST:  Griffith  Jones,  Rosalyn  Boulter, 
Ellis  Jeffreys,  Athole  Stewart,  Cecil  Ramage, 
Constance  Godridge,  Sylvia  Marriott,  James 
Harcourt,   Harold   Scott,  Tarva   Penna. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  John  Stafford;  Di- 
rector, W.  Victor  Hanbury;  Story,  Akos  Tol- 
nay;  Based  on  a  play  by  Rudolph  Lothar. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fair. 


Guthrie's  Wild  West  Show 
Signed  for  V.  S.  Conclave 

Dallas — To  give  an  authentic  fron- 
tier touch  to  the  forthcoming  Var- 
iety Club  convention  here,  R.  J. 
O'Donnell  and  Paul  Short  have 
signed  for  John  A.  Guthrie's  "Real 
Wild  West  and  Big  Indian  Congress 
of  Oklahoma  Plains'  Indians"  to 
show.  Hardin-Simmons  University 
Cowboy  Band  will  also  be  here.  Con- 
vention's Frontier  Frolic  party  will 
be  staged  at  the  Dallas  A.  C. 


Ampa  to  Meet  Tomorrow 

AMPA  will  hold  a  closed  business 
meeting  tomorrow  at  12:45  p.m.  at 
Jack  Dempsey's  Restaurant,  8th  Ave. 
and  50th  St.  Principal  business  of 
the  day  will  be  the  selection  of  the 
nominating  committee  who  will 
choose  a  slate  of  officers  to  succeed 
the  incumbents.  Also  on  the  agenda 
is  consideration  of  delinquent  mem- 
bers. 


Freeman  Under  Knife 

George  E.  Freeman,  manager  of 
Poli's  Theater,  Springfield,  Mass., 
undergoes  an  operation  in  Mt.  Sinai 
Hospital  here  today. 


"Young  As  You  Feel" 

with    Jed    Prouty,   Spring    Byington 
20th-Fox  59  Mins. 

JONES  FAMILY  IN  NEW  YORK  ESCAP- 
ADE OKAY  NABE  FARE. 

The  fans  of  20th-Fox's  Jones  family  series 
will  no  doubt  be  pleased  with  the  latest 
in  the  series.  Picture  has  enough  laughs 
and  action  and  the  same  familiar  cast  that 
has  helped  to  put  the  series  over  is  intact 
in  the  film,  along  with  some  newcomers. 
Jed  Prouty,  Spring  Byington,  Joan  Valerie, 
Billy  Mahan,  Russell  Gleason,  Ken  Howell, 
George  Ernest,  Florence  Roberts  and  June 
Carlson  are  in  their  familiar  roles,  and  Helen 
Ericson,  George  Givot  and  Harlan  Briggs 
abet  them.  Malcolm  St.  Clair  directed  with 
John  Stone  serving  as  associate  producer. 
Prouty  sells  his  drug  store  to  a  competi- 
tor. Son  Ken  Howell  has  gone  to  New  York 
to  cover  the  Fair  for  the  local  paper  and 
following  urging  by  his  family  and  a  request 
for  money  from  Howell  he  decides  to  take 
the  family  to  New  York.  A  gang  of  para- 
sites give  them  a  hearty  welcome  and  their 
troubles  start.  Gigolos,  chorus  girls  and 
phonies  of  every  description  beset  their 
path  as  trouble  piles  up.  Finally  Prouty 
stages  a  one-man  revolution  and  carts  the 
family  home,  disclosing  that  the  worthless 
stock  he  had  taken  in  part  payment  for  his 
drug  store  had  been  disposed  of  and  he  had 
bought  the  store  back  making  a  profit  on 
the  deal. 

CAST:  Jed  Prouty,  Spring  Byington,  Joan 
Valerie,  Russell  Gleason,  Ken  Howell,  June 
Carlson,  Florence  Roberts,  Billy  Mahan, 
Helen  Ericson,  George  Givot,  Marvin 
Stephens,  Harlan  Briggs,  Harry  Shannon, 
Jack  Carson,  Guy  Repp,  Gladys  Blake,  Esther 
Brodelet,  Irma  Wilsen,  John  Sheehan. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  John  Stone; 
Director,  Malcolm  St.  Clair;  Screenplay, 
Joseph  Hoffman  and  Stanley  Rauh;  Based 
on  a  play  by  Lewis  Beach  and  characters 
created  by  Katherine  Kavanaugh;  Camera- 
man, Charles  Clarke;  Editor  H.  Reynolds. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*    fORCIGI)   * 


'Orok  Titok" 


(Hungarian  dialogue,  no  English  titles) 
Hungarian  Pictures,  Inc.  98  Mins. 

DAILY  NEWS:  Film  is  a  stirring 
tribute  to  Catholicism. 

WORLD  TELEGRAM:  Picture  in 
the  unfolding  proves  to  be  only  an- 
other melodrama. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Seldom  has 
the  ticklish  subject  of  the  inviolability 
of  the  confessional  been  handled  as 
skillfully  and  dramatically. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Alfa  Pictures 
Corp.;  Director,  Istvan  Gyorgy.  PLAYERS: 
Sari  Fedak,  Rezso  Harsanyi,  Lajos  Garday. 


To  Be  Banshees'  Guests 

Brenda  Forbes,  Thomas  Mitchell 
and  Harry  Tierney  will  be  among  the 
honor  guests  at  the  luncheon  of  The 
Banshees,  newspapermen's  club,  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel  tomorrow. 


*   SHORTS   * 

—  hea — ' 


"Canada  At  War" 


RKO  March  of  Time 


18  mins. 


Timely  Subject  Matter 

The  story  of  Canada's  participa- 
tion in  the  current  European  war  is 
brought  to  the  screen  in  interesting 
fashion  in  this  new  March  of  Time 
release.  Possibly  the  film  does  not 
have  the  drama  of  other  recent  re- 
leases dealing  with  war  subjects,  but 
it  vividly  pictures  every  phase  of 
Canada's  participation.  Civilian,  mil- 
itary and  industrial  life  is  presented 
by  the  searching  cameras.  An  ac- 
count of  the  vast  air-force  expansion 
program  is  particularly  significant 
and  interesting,  and  the  reel  also 
points  out  Canada's  inestimable 
value  as  a  supply  depot  for  the  war- 
ring allies.  The  army,  navy  and  air 
force  get  special  attention  in  the 
reel,  and  an  interesting  insight  is 
given  of  the  vast  industrial  program 
now  under  way.  The  earnest  war 
effort  of  the  people  themselves  is 
graphically  shown,  with  emphasis 
stressed  on  the  co-operative  spirit 
manifested. 


"Night   Descends  on   Treasure 

Island" 

(FitzPatrick  Traveltalk) 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Fair 

The  latest  of  the  FitzPatrick  re- 
leases to  come  from  Metro  falls  be- 
low the  usual  standard  of  this  series. 
Filmed  at  night  at  the  Golden  Gate 
Exposition,  short  focuses  attention  on 
the  many  hued  and  colorful  light  dis- 
plays which  featured  Treasure 
Island.  However,  use  of  a  high  speed 
camera  gives  an  illusion  of  unreality 
as  the  figures  of  people  seen  in  back- 
grounds are  completely  out  of  focus 
as  they  dash  madly  back  and  forth, 
and  shots  of  fountains  with  running 
water  seem  unreal  for  the  same  rea- 
son. Shots  of  famous  paintings 
housed  in  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts 
are  extremely  interesting  as  it  is 
probable  these  pictures,  loaned  in 
most  part  by  the  Italian  govern- 
ment, will  never  be  seen  in  this  coun- 
try  again. 


"Puss  Gets  the  Boot" 

M-G-M  8  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

Cartoon  opens  with  a  mouse 
trapped  by  a  cat  that  is  playing  with 
it.  However,  the  mouse  is  determined 
to  get  away,  and  just  as  determined 
to  get  even  with  the  cat  by  getting 
it  in  trouble.  The  cat  while  chasing 
the  mouse  smashes  a  vase  and  is 
chased  by  the  housekeeper  and 
warned  that  he  goes  out  of  the  house 
the  next  time  anything  is  broken. 
The  mouse  contrives  to  smash  prac- 
tically everything  in  the  place  with 
plenty  of  laughs  ensuing  from  his 
antics,  and  the  cat  gets  put  out. 


UNRIVALED 
PERFORMANCE 


NO  wonder  cameramen  place  full  confi- 
dence in  Eastman's  three  negative  films. 
They  know  that  each  offers  specialized 
ability  to  meet  modern  production  de- 
mands. Even  more  important,  they  know 
that  every  foot  will  have  the  same  high 
quality,  the  same  unvarying  dependa- 
bility. Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
(J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort 
Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  all  difficult  shots 

RACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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CHAPLIN  PIX  IN  TWO 
NEW  YORK  THEATERS? 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

percentage  terms,  a  policy  adopted 
on  all  Chaplin  pictures. 

Selling  terms  as  high  as  65  per 
cent  and  70  per  cent  have  been  ap- 
plied to  previous  Chaplin  produc- 
tions, it  was  learned  yesterday,  and 
"The  Dictators"  will  be  no  excep- 
tion. 


Remarks  of  Judge  in  Gary 
Case  Lean  to  Defendants 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

yesterday  morning.  Frederick  Burn- 
ham,  defendant's  counsel,  made  a  mo- 
tion in  the  afternoon  to  dismiss  the 
complaint,  and  supported  his  argu- 
ment with  decisions  in  other  cases, 
including  the  Interstate  Theater 
case. 

Judge  Holly,  in  recessing  court 
until  today,  stated  that  no  copyright 
evidence  had  been  introduced  as  yet 
in  the  case;  that  the  producer  has  the 
right  to  select  a  distributor,  also  to 
make  reasonable  arrangements  for 
exclusive  right  to  distribute  prod- 
uct; and  that  no  evidence  of  a  com- 
bination had  been  submitted,  and  no 
conflicting  clearance  shown  as  yet. 

Counsel  for  both  sides  will  make 
their  arguments  today. 


Open  New  V.C.  Quarters 

Pittsburgh  —  Formal  opening  of 
the  new  quarters  of  the  local  Var- 
iety Club,  in  the  William  Penn  Ho- 
tel, will  take  place  Friday  night, 
with  National  President  John  H. 
Harris  and  Chief  Barker  C.  J.  Latta, 
of  Tent  No.  1,  presiding,  assisted 
by  other  club  officers.  Only  mem- 
bers and  their  wives  will  be  admitted 
Friday,  but  open  house  will  be  held 
the  following  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

WE  to  Pay  75  Cents 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of 
Western  Electric,  held  yesterday, 
a  dividend  of  75  cents  per  share  on 
its  common  stock  was  declared.  The 
dividend  is  payable  on  March  30  to 
stock  of  record  at  the  close  of  busi- 
ness on  March  25. 


Wallach  to  Close 

The  Wallach  Theater,  42nd  St. 
grind  house,  is  scheduled  to  close 
late  this  week. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Greenfield,  Mass.  —  Herbert  I. 
Brown,  manager  of  the  Waller  The- 
ater, Laurel,  Del.,  and  Gerda  L. 
Rosenzweig  were  married  here  Sun- 
day. 

Miami  —  Fay  Wilbur,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Lincoln  Theater, 
Miami  Beach,  and  Inez  Edmundson, 
cashier  of  the  Capitol,  Miami,'  will 
wed.  It's  the  first  wedding  within 
the  Wometco  chain. 


Arnold's  Future  is  Politicians1  Nightmare, 

Washington  Times  Herald  Columnist  Asserts 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 
Washington — The  future  of  Thurman  Arnold   is  becoming  a   nightmare  to  the  politi- 
cians, according  to   Frank  C.  Waldrop,  columnist  for  the  Washington  Times  Herald. 

"But  if  Arnold  isn't  dampened  down,  before  the  end  of  this  campaign  year  he  may 
have  half  the  people  in  the  United  States  serving  subpoenas  on  the  other  half  as 
monopolists.  And  that  would  be  bad  politics."  Waldrop  writes.  "If  he  is  tampered 
with,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  just  quick-triggered  enough  to  bellow  'I  quit,'  and  his 
policies  happen  to  be  too  popular  around  the  country  for  any  political  party  to  have 
that  happen." 

Washington  observers  are  agreed  that  any  attempt  to  attack  Arnold's  policies 
publicly  by  either  political   party  would  be  a   major   error  in   the  coming  campaign. 


LITTLC  fROfll  LOTS 


By  RALPH  WILK 


College  Scholarship  Prize 
in  "My  Son,  My  Son"  Tieups 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tists  in  behalf  of  Edward  Small's 
"My  Son,  My  Son."  Contest  involves 
26  Coast-to-^Coast  newspapers  in  a 
campaign  to  pick  the  "perfect  son." 

Contest  in  each  paper  will  be 
timed  to  run  for  the  two  weeks  prior 
to  the  picture's  opening.  Readers 
of  each  paper  will  compete  for  the 
award  in  their  locality,  local  win- 
ners to  be  matched  in  a  final  contest 
to  pick  the  scholarship  winner,  who 
will  have  the  funds  for  his  educa- 
tion set  aside  for  him  to  study  at 
a  school  of  his  own  selection. 

Newspaper  sponsors  are  the  Phil- 
adelphia News,  Los  Angeles  News, 
Cleveland  Press,  Houston  Press,  Dal- 
las Journal,  Rochester  Democrat  & 
Chronicle,  Syracuse  Post-Standard, 
Binghamton  Press,  Boston  Record 
and  Advertiser,  Washington  News, 
Chicago  Herald-Examiner,  Gary 
Post-Tribune,  South  Bend  Tribune, 
Peoria  Journal-Transcript,  Rockford 
Register-Republic  and  Morning  Star, 
Atlanta  Journal,  Spokane  Chronicle, 
San  Diego  Union-Tribune,  Santa 
Barbara  News-Press,  Bakersfield 
News,  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer, 
Milwaukee  Sentinel,  Portland,  Ore., 
Oregonian,  Cincinnati  Post,  Memphis 
Press  Scimitar  and  Knoxville  News- 
Sentinel. 


Union  Shop  for  Performers 
At  Fair  is  Asked  by  Equity 

Meeting  of  the  Equity  Council 
yesterday  resulted  in  a  resolution 
whereby  the  AAAA  will  be  asked  to 
establish  a  union  shop  at  the  New 
York  World's  Fair  this  year  for  all 
performers.  A  number  of  disputes 
arose  last  year  because  of  semi-open 
shop  working  conditions. 


Ambulance  for  Finns 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  An  ambulance  and 
crew  of  five,  financed  by  film  play- 
ers, is  scheduled  to  sail  from  New 
York  on  March  22  for  Finland.  The 
unit  is  headed  by  Laurence  W.  Beil- 
enson,  attorney  and  counsel  for  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild.  Funds  are  be- 
ing raised  to  send  additional  ambu- 
lances and  volunteers  to  Finland. 


Kreisler  Greeted  Warmly 

West   Coast  Bureau    of    THE   FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Bernier  Kreisler, 
Washington,  D.  C,  branch  manager 
for  Universal,  is  guest  of  honor  for 
two  weeks-  at  Universal  City.  Stu- 
dio executives  staged  a  bang  up  wel- 
come for  him. 


Fluorescent  Carpet,  Black 
Light  for  New  FWC  Theater 

West   Coast  Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Speaking  before 
Pacific  Coast  Section  of  the  SMPE, 
S.  Charles  Lee,  theater  architect 
told  of  a  successful  experiment  with 
both  a  black  light  bulb,  developed  by 
General  Electric  Co.,  and  a  carpet 
which  when  treated  with  fluorescent 
paint  and  lighted  by  the  black  light 
displays  12  shades  of  color  which 
are  invisible  under  ordinary  light. 
A  bulb  will  be  installed  in  every 
aisle  seat  in  the  new  State  Theater 
being  built  in  San  Diego  by  Fox 
West  Coast  and  will  light  up  fluores- 
cent-treated aisle  carpeting  during 
the  entire  performances. 

Lee  said  he  disagreed  with  the 
reverse  slope  idea  for  floors  and  de- 
clared it  is  a  failure  from  an  audi- 
ence standpoint.  He  said  a  semi- 
stadium  plan  would  be  an  improve- 
ment but  building  inspectors  would 
no  doubt  oppose  it. 

Lee  declared  that  in  recent  years 
33  inches  was  average  space  between 
seats  from  back  to  back  and  that 
this  has  been  increased  to  35  inches. 
He  is  aiming  for  38  inches,  which 
is  the  space  at  the  Academy  theater, 
Inglewood. 

Answering  a  question,  Lee  said 
balconies  are  outmoded  and  pre- 
dicted that  few  new  downtown  first- 
run  houses  would  incorporate  bal- 
conies. 

Lee  stated  that  the  county  of  Los 
Angeles  considered  the  theater  name 
above  the  marquee  a  sign  and  has 
a  sign  ordinance  that  controls  color 
of  neon,  height  of  neon  and  rules 
that  the  name  of  the  theater  is  ad- 
vertising while  the  name  of  the  pic- 
ture is  not. 

In  a  lighter  vein,  Lee  asked  the  en- 
gineers to  help  devise  a  theater  that 
will  have  a  capacity  of  400  seats 
from  Monday  to  Friday  and  1,200 
for  Friday,   Saturday  and  Sunday. 

E.  H.  Marks  of  the  National  The- 
ater Supply  Co.  declared  that  the 
advent  of  a  new  low  voltage,  high 
intensity  arc  lamp  is  doing  much  to 
induce  exhibitors  to  provide  proper 
amount  of  illumination  for  their 
screens  and  that  lamp  can  be  used 
in  all  types  of  theaters. 


Deming's  12th  Anniversary 

M.  P.  Deming,  field  engineer  for 
the  RCA  Manufacturing  company,  is 
observing  his  12th  anniversary  with 
the  company.  He  has  handled  sound 
servicing  in  the  RKO  Brooklyn  the- 
aters, the  Albee,  Kenmore,  Bushwick, 
Orpheum,  Greenpoint,  Shore  Road, 
Dyke  and  Tilyou,  and  Fabian's  Pros- 
pect and  the  Paramount. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Linda  Darnell  Opposite  Power 

JINDA  DARNELL,   who   has   just 

completed    the    starring    v  \i    in 

"Star  Dust"  at  the  Twentie!^a-Jen- 

tury-Fox  studios,  has  been  assigned 

the  lead  opposite  Tyrone  Power  in 

"The  Great  Commandment,"  it  was 

announced  today.   The  picture,  which 

will   be  filmed   in   Technicolor,   will 

be  put  into  production  on  April  1. 

y         ▼  t 

McDonald  on  Autry  Pix 

Frank  McDonald  will  direct  "The 
Old  Mill  Stream,"  starring  Gene 
Autry,  for  Republic. 

T  ▼  T 

Bid  for  Sullivan  Story 

C.  Gardner  Sullivan  has  authored 
an  original  story  titled  "Big  Fam- 
ily." Various  studios  are  now  dicker- 
ing for  its  purchase. 

▼  T  T 

Blake  Making   Jewish   Series 

Sid  Blake  is  producing  a  series  of 
four  Jewish  pictures  under  the  ban- 
ner of  Jewish  Art  Pictures.  The 
first  is  titled  "Monkey  Business"  and 
stars  Louis  Weiss  and  Shirley  Gross. 
Harry  Fraser  will  direct.  Shooting 
will  be  at  Sunset  Studios  and  will 
start  the  first  week  in  April. 

T  ▼  T 

Roy  Rogers  in  P.  A. 

Roy  Rogers  made  a  p.a.  at  the 
Cinema  Theater,  Hollywood,  in  con- 
junction with  the  opening  of  his  pic- 
ture, "The  Days  of  Jesse  James." 
Besides  the  boys  who  assist  him  in 
his  stage  work,  Rudy  Vallee  was  on 
hand  as  master  of  ceremonies,  and 
others  who  appeared  were  George 
(Gabby)  Hayes,  Claire  Trevor,  June 
Storey,  William  Farnum  and  Duncan 
Renaldo. 

▼  T  T 

To  Make  Historical  Shorts 

Academic  Pictures  has  started  pro- 
duction  on   "Our   Constitution."     It 
will  be  the  first  of  a  series  of  histori 
cal  two-reel  shorts.     Max  Alexander 
is  producing  at  Sunset  Studios. 


Drive-in  Patent  Holder 

Files  Infringement  Suit 

Park-In  Theaters,  Inc.,  of  Camden. 
N.  J.,  owners  of  Patent  No.  1,- 
909,537  covering  drive-in  theaters 
has  just  instituted  proceedings  for 
patent  infringement  against  M.  A 
Rogers  and  Thomas  Burgess  for  al- 
legedly operating  without  a  license 
a  drive-in  theater  at  Colton,  Cali 
fornia. 

In  the  complaint  filed,  an  injunc 
tion  prohibiting  the  operation  of  the 
theater  and  an  accounting  for  dam 
ages  are  asked. 


STORKS! 


Indianapolis  —  William  Wallace 
Warners  head  booker,  is  the  fathei 
of  a  eight-pound  baby  boy. 

Cincinnati-^I.  J.  Grady,  20th-Fo> 
mgr.  is  father  of  a  baby  girl. 
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International  in  Scope 
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Disney  to  Release  New  Type  of  Screen  Offering  in  Oct. 

RCA  TELESTATIONS  FORTRlLLY,  CHI.,  WASHINGTON 

D  of  J  Would  Take  Equity  Depositions  on  West  Coast 


Majors     Withhold     Consent, 

Pending  Submission  of 

Witness  List 

Permission   to   take   a  number  of 
depositions  of  indie   exhibs.   on  the 
^West   Coast  has  been  requested   of 
f  defense   counsel   in    the    New   York 
equity    suit    by    William    P.   Farns- 
worth,   acting  for   the   Government, 
it  was  disclosed  yesterday.     Attor- 
neys for  the  majors  have  withheld 
consent    pending    submission    of    a 
list  of  the   prospective  witnesses. 
The  request  was  made  at  the  sug- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

BRONSTONFORMS  new 

PRODUCING  COMPANY 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Samuel  Bronston  has 
organized  Samuel  Bronston  Produc- 
tions which  is  incorporated  with  a 
capitalization  of  $1,000,000.  Bron- 
ston has  announced  a  major  release 
for  his  pictures  but  will  not  name 

{Continued  on  Page  3) 


Goldwyn  Silent  on  Report 
of  New  Tieup  With  Korda 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  yes- 
terday refused  to  comment  on  the 
published  report  that  he  and  Alex- 
ander Korda  were  considering  the 
formation  of   a  new  producing  and 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


Mori  Action  Trial 

Deferred  to  April 

Philadelphia — Trial  of  the  anti-trust 
suit  brought  by  the  Landis  Theater, 
Vineland,  N.  J.,  against  Warner  the- 
aters and  the  majors,  scheduled  to  open 
in  Federal  Court  here  March  25,  will  go 
over  until  early  April,  it  was  learned 
yesterday.  One  of  the  counsel  engaged 
in  the  suit  will  be  occupied  with  a  case 
in  Supreme  Court,  the  latter  taking  pre- 
cedence. Mori  interests,  operating  the 
Landis,  secured  a  preliminary  injunction 
late  last  year,  but  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  reversed  and  sent  the  case  back 
to   District   Court   for   re-hearing. 


3= 


Bingo  Ban  Stands  in  Wisconsin  as  State 

Supreme  Court  Befuses  Plea  for  Behearing 

Milwaukee — The  State  Supreme  Court  has  refused  to  grant  rehearing  on  its  Janu- 
ary decision  holding  Bingo  a  lottery,  subject  to  suppression  under  public  nuisance  act. 
Test  action  was  instituted  against  Bahn  Frei  Hall  here  by  Charles  W.  Trampe,  head  of 
Monogram-Midwest   Film    Exchange   and   exhibitor. 


WB  Theaters,  Distrib.  Setup  Operate 
Apart  by  Specific  Orders,  Says  Sears 


Grad  Sears,  Warners  sales  chief, 
testified  yesterday  during  an  exami- 
nation in  the  New  York  equity  suit 
that  he  had  specific  instructions 
from  H.  M.  Warner  to  conduct  his 
distribution  department  independent 
of  the  Warner  theater  division.  Jos- 
eph Bernhard,  head  of  the  theater 
department,  had  also  received  the 
same  directions  on  innumerable  oc- 
casions,  Sears  said. 

Sears    described    negotiations    for 


first-run  houses  in  the  36  key  cities 
listed  by  the  Government.  When 
asked  whether  he  had  ever  nego- 
tiated directly  with  major  company 
executives,  Sears  described  an  inci- 
dent which  occurred  several  years 
ago.  He  stated  that  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, of  Paramount,  telephoned  him 
and  requested  a  reduction  in  terms 
for  Warner  product  exhibited  in  De- 
troit Paramount  houses.    Sears  said 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


GWTW's  Total  of  16  Weeks 
in  Detroit  Sets  New  Mark 


Detroit  —  GWTW  goes  into  its 
eighth  week  at  both  the  Wilson  and 
United  Artists  theaters  tomorrow, 
setting  an  all-time  talkie  record  here. 
"The  Singing  Fool,"  with  15  weeks 
at  the  Adams,  previously  held  the 
record. 


Louisville  —  Kentucky      theaters 
near  the  Tennessee  state  line  are  at 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Warners  to  Manufacture 
Own  Silk  Screen   Displays 

Effective  immediately,  Warners 
will  manufacture  and  distribute  its 
own  complete  line  of  silk  screen  dis- 
plays, according  to  an  announce- 
ment made  yesterday  by  Grad  Sears, 
general  sales  manager.  The  dis- 
plays will  be  available  under  the 
company's  advertising  accessories 
rental   plan. 

Included   in  the  new  line   of  dis- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


New   York  and    Philly  to   be 

Linked  as   Prelude   to 

National  Network 

A  prelude  to  the  establishment  of 
a  national  television  network,  RCA 
yesterday  filed  applications  with  the 
FCC  for  vis- 
u  a  1  stations 
in  Philadel- 
phia, Wash- 
ington and 
Chicago  and 
disci  osed 
that  its  first 
relay  sys- 
tem network 
would  link 
this  city  and 
Philadelphia. 

The  an- 
il ouncement, 
made  by  Da-  DAVID  sarnoff 

vid      Sarnoff 

and    coming    within    24    hours     of 
RCA's  action  in  drastically  reducing 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

306,  CIRCUITSAWAIT 

ARBITRATORS'  REPORT 


Disney  Plans  Own  Distribution  Setup 
For  "Fantasia  /  to  Restrict  Bookings 


$2,000,000  Budget  Set 

by  Lasky  for  York  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Jesse  L.  Lasky  has  set 
a  £2,000,000  budget  for  "The  Life 
of  Sergeant  York,"  that  title  re- 
placing the  tentative  "Argonne  For- 

(Continued  oil  Page  7) 


By  AL  STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

An  entirely  new  departure  in 
screen  entertainment  will  be  re- 
leased by  Walt  Disney  in  October 
to  a  limited  number  of  theaters  in 
which  special  reproducing  equip- 
ment will  be  installed,  it  was  an- 
nounced   yesterday   by    Hal   Home, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Conclusion  of  the  long  pending  ar- 
bitration proceedings  between  Local 
306,  projectionists,  and  the  major 
circuits  is  expected  shortly,  informed 
sources      reported     yesterday.        A 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Rep.  May  Hold  Sales  Meet 
in  Late  May  or  Early  June 

Republic's  sales  convention  locale 
and  dates  will  be  decided  shortly, 
it  was  stated  yesterday  by  James 
R.    Grainger,    company's    president, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Allied  Meet  Likely 

2nd  Week  in  June 

Chicago — It  is  believed  now  that  the 
second  week  in  June  is  likely  to  be 
selected  as  the  time  for  holding  Allied 
States  Ass'n  convention  here.  Selection 
of  a  hotel  is  expected  to  be  made  shortly. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 

High     Low    Close     Chg. 

Am.  Seat 

Col.  PictS.  VtC.   (2'/2%)     8/8         73/4         77/8+       3/g 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   22        22         22       -f  1 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1  1  1         

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..     9%       9%       9%     

East.    Kodak    153Vb  152%  153         

do    pfd 

Gen.  Th.   Eq 1-2%     12 1/4     12 1/4     

Loew's,     Inc 36%     35%    363/8  -f  iy8 

do  pfd 

Paramount    7Vi      7%      7Vi     

Paramount   1st   pfd...   91         91         91—1 

Paramount  2nd  pfd.. .     9Vs       9V4       9l/8     

Pathe  Film   11  Vi     11%     11%—     Vs 

RKO     li/g       1  1  Vs   +     Vs 

20th    Century-Fox     .11%     11 V2     11  Vi—     Vs 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 95         93         93—1 

Warner  Bros 3%       3%       3%     

do  pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3y2s46. 104*4  104Vi   '04%   +     1/4 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 %s47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  88         88         88       +     % 


is  Set  for  Next  Monday 

Chicago  —  Final  hearing  of  the 
Gary  Theater  anti-trust  suit  against 
B  &  K,  the  majors  and  Warner  The- 
aters has  been  set  for  next  Monday 
morning. 

At  yesterday's  hearing  before 
Judge  Holly,  Attorneys  Burnham, 
Levinson  and  O'Brien  presented  the 
arguments  for  the  defense,  Attorney 
Gavit,  for  the  plaintiff,  answering 
their  arguments. 

Competition  and  not  clearance  was 
given  as  the  cause  of  the  situation 
in  Gary,  Ind.,  by  Attorney  Burnham, 
who  stated  that  the  Palace  in  Gary, 
with  lower  admission  price  than  the 
State  Lake  in  Chicago,  wanted  bet- 
ter clearance  than  the  latter  receives. 

Burnham  also  averred  that  the 
plaintiff  had  not  proved  his  case  and 
argued  that  clearance  is  a  necessity 
in  the  exhibition  of  films.  He  claimed 
that  present  film  contracts  are  not 
unreasonable  nor  in  restraint  of 
trade.  He  further  stated  that  no 
evidence  had  been  introduced  to 
prove  that  distributors  had  combined 
to  injure  the  business  of  the  Gary 
Theater.  He  added  that  B  &  K's 
position  in  Chicago  demands  first- 
run  and  Loop  clearance. 

Plaintiff's  attorney  asked  Judge 
Holly  not  to  enter  a  formal  order 
until  he  had  had  time  to  confer  with 
his  client  and  decide  whether  or  not 
to  take  the  case  to  a  higher  court. 


NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 


Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1% 

Technicolor  1 5% 

Trans-Lux     1 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     5% 
Universal    Picts 


13/4       1%      

151/4  153/s   +     % 

1  1-1/4 

5  Si/g     


N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45...   72i/2     73 1A 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 65         67 


AAAA  Moves  for  Closed  Shop 
at  New  York  Fair  This  Year 


Determined  to  have  a  closed  shop 
at  the  New  York  World's  Fair  this 
year  for  all  members  of  affiliated 
unions  of  the  AAAA,  the  parent  body 
passed  a  resolution  yesterday  that 
no  member  will  be  allowed  to  work 
at  the  Fair  unless  all  concessions 
employ  only  members  of  AAAA 
unions  and  sign  contracts  with  the 
unions. 

Executives  of  the  AAAA  and  af- 
filiated unions  will  huddle  today  with 
executives  of  the  Fair  in  Flushing 
to  discuss  the  situation  and  request 
that  no  concessionaire  be  granted  a 
license  unless  he  will  sign  a  contract 
with  the  union. 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh  Av*. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Tri-State  Pictures  Sold 

to  Donald  Jones,  GBS  Head 

Cleveland  —  Tri-State  Pictures, 
Inc.,  has  been  sold  through  Baker 
&  Simon,  Detroit  brokerage  firm,  to 
Donald  Jones,  president  of  the  Gen- 
eral Broadcasting  System. 

The  name  of  the  company,  which 
was  formed  more  than  20  years  ago 
by  the  late  Jack  Flanagan  and  has 
specialized  in  commercial  films,  has 
been  changed  to  the  General  Broad- 
casting and  Motion  Picture  Co.,  Inc., 
with  Donald  Jones  as  president  and 
general  manager.  J.  S.  Jossey  is 
also  actively  connected  with  the  new 
organization. 


Ascap,  Bingo  Legalization 
Measures  Die  in  Committee 


Albany,  N.  Y.  —  Sole  anti-Ascap 
bill  was  consigned  to  legislative 
death  here  in  the  Assembly  commit- 
tee, while  the  Bingo  legalization 
measure  by  Assemblyman  Max  Tur- 
shen  was  also  killed. 

Many  bills  designed  to  put  further 
teeth  in  the  laws  against  discrimina- 
tion due  to  race  or  color  in  places  of 
public  accommodation  were  also 
ased  as  the  Assembly  committees 
concluded  their  work  before  Rules 
Committee  takes  over  consideration 
of  all  pending  legislation  in  the  low- 
er house. 

While  nearly  all  of  the  anti-dis- 
crimination proposals  have  Senate 
companion  measures,  ordinarily, 
chances  of  the  Assembly  passing 
identical  bills  to  those  which  they 
have  killed  in.  committee  are  not 
bright. 

One  of  Turshen's  Bingo  bills,  call- 
ing for  constitutional  amendment 
such  as  pari-mutuels  receives  after 
a  year's  effort,  is  still  unacted  on 
as  opinion  is  awaited  from  the  at- 
torney general  on  questions  of  con- 
stitutionality. 

The  Assembly  Fiscal  Committee 
killed  the  Whitney  sales  tax,  the 
Devany  outdoor  advertising  survey 
commission  composition  and  the  De- 
lany  pari-mutuel  study  suggestion. 
Rejected,  too,  was  the  Schwartz  fee- 
charging  employment  agency  meas- 
ure. 

Pending  now  with  strong  support 
is  Assemblyman  Dutton  Peterson's 
bill  to  review  pari-mutuel  experience 
in  other  states  before  its  operation 
here  is  permitted. 


House  Recommits  Child 

Actors  Bill,  183  to  134 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — An  aggressive  wo- 
man's lobby  forced  the  recommittal, 
by  a  House  vote  of  183  to  134,  on 
the  bill  permitting  minors  to  act  on 
the  District  stage. 

Rep.  Mary  T.  Norton  (D.)  of  New 
Jersey  was  the  only  woman  member 
to  oppose  recommittal.  The  other 
five  women  members,  Bolton,  Mc- 
Millan, Sumner,  Rogers  and  O'Day, 
voted  in  favor  of  recommittal. 


Charles  Boyer  to  Star 

in  Two  for  Paramount 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Paramount  has  signed 
Charles  Boyer  to  a  deal  for  two  pic- 
tures, first  of  which  will  be  "The 
Golden  Door." 


SPECIAL  TYPING 

Manuscripts    -    Form    Letters 
Reports  -  Copying 

ACCURATE  WORK— PROMPT  SERVICE 
BOX  T-78 
The  Film  Daily      1501  B'way,  N.Y.C 


COfllMG  RltD  GOinC 


AARON  COPLAND,  composer,  flew  to  the 
Coast  yesterday  to  start  work  on  the  score  for 
"Our  Town,"   Sol    Lesser  production. 

FRANK  McHUGH  leaves  for  the  Coasfea>day 
after  a   vacation  here.  » 

MURIEL   HUTCHINSON    is   in   Chicago. 

MILTON  SHUBERT,  here  for  a  brief  vaca- 
tion,  plans   to  return   to   Hollywood   today. 

ELEANOR   LYNN   leaves  for  the  Coast  today. 

FREDERICK  LONSDALE  is  vacationing  in  Flor- 
ida. 

HENRY  HENICSON,  of  Globe  Productions,  has 
returned  to  Hollywood  after  a  business  trip  to 
Chicago. 

EDWARD  COLDEN,  vice-president  of  Mono- 
gram, returns  from  a  coast-to-coast  tour  on 
Monday. 

PETE  HARRISON  will  accompany  Al  Steffes 
to   Palm   Beach  on  Sunday. 

JACK  COHN  and  NATE  SPINGOLD  return 
from   Miami   Monday. 

HARRY  BRANDT  goes  to  Washington  tomor- 
row. 

AL  DEANE,  assistant  to  John  W.  Hicks, 
leaves  today  for  Jacksonville  for  a  vacation, 
accompanied  by  MRS.  DEANE.  LEONA  DEANE. 
his  sister,  is  en  route  to  her  home  in  Sidney, 
Australia,  after  a  brief  visit  in  New  York. 

E.  W.  HAMMONS  returns  tomorrow  from  Hot 
Springs,    Ark. 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  is  back  in  New  York 
after  a  quick  trip  to  Hollywood  over  last  week- 
end. 

President  L.  W.  CONROW  and  Vice-President 
and  General  Manager  C.  L.  CARRINCTON  of 
Altec,  have  returned  to  New  York  after  a  busi- 
ness trip  to  Detroit. 

ROY  BRUDER,  manager  of  the  Windy  City's 
Chicago  Theater,  and  MRS.  BRUDER  will  vaca- 
tion at  Dania   Beach,   Fla. 

MAX  TURNER,  B  &  K  booker,  has  returned 
to    Chicago    from    a    West    Coast    vacation    trip. 

BARNEY  HOFFMAN,  DANIEL  FINN,  and  MAX 
MELINCOFF,  Warner  Theater  Department  ex- 
ecutives at  New  Haven  and  Hartford,  are  leav- 
ing  this  week   for  Florida   vacations. 


Expect  Roosevelt  to  Talk 

Coin-in-Slot  Pix  in  Chi 


Chicago  —  James  Roosevelt  will 
meet  leading  Chicago  exhibitors  at 
Drake  Hotel  luncheon,  next  Tuesday, 
when  it  is  expected  he  will  tell  them 
about  his  Mills-Globe  Co.  and  other 
film  interests.  Chicago  exhibitors 
are  against  film  vending  machines, 
leading  exhibitors  said  yesterday. 
They  will  discuss  the  matter  at  an- 
nual Allied  meeting  tomorrow  at 
the  Congress  Hotel. 


TO  SPEED  TELEGRAMS 
AT  LOW  COST-PHONE 

Tostal 
Telegraph 


CHARGES  FOR  TELEGRAMS 
'PHONED  IN  APPEAR  ON  YOUR 
TELEPHONE  BILL. 
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BRONSTON  FORMS  NEW 

PRODUCING  COMPANY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  releasing  company  until  his  com- 
,plef.-~  production  program  for  the 
coi,v:ijig  year  is  announced  within  a 
few  days. 

Edward  H.  Schwab,  brother  of  the 
late  Charles  M.  Schwab,  steel  mag- 
nate, is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors.  Frank  J.  Perry,  son-in-law 
of  Edward  Schwab,  is  vice-president 
and  member  of  the  board.  John  J. 
Bergen,  a  Wall  Street  banker,  and 
William  V.  O'Connor  are  other  board 
members.  J.  F.  T.  O'Connor  is  chief 
counsel  for  the  company. 


Advantages  of  Coated  Lens 
Demonstrated  Before  SMPE 


Advantages  gained  through  new 
types  of  coatings  applied  to  lenses 
to  improve  optical  qualities  was 
strikingly  demonstrated  by  Prof.  C. 
H.  Cartwright  of  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  appearing  be- 
fore the  Atlantic  Coast  Section, 
SMPE,  in  the  RCA  Photophone  re- 
cording studios  here  last  night. 

Using  two  matched  films,  Cart- 
wright  projected  them  simultane- 
ously, one  projector  employing  the 
treated,  the  other  the  untreated 
lens.  The  engineers  were  impressed 
by  the  noticeable  increase  in  the 
transmission  of  light  through  the 
treated  lens,  but  more  impressive 
still  was  the  improved  quality  of  the 
picture  made  with  the  treated  lens. 


Lloyd  Suit  Continues 

Trial  of  the  suit  of  Lowell  Bren- 
tano  and  William  Rapp  against  Har- 
old Lloyd  and  Harold  Lloyd  Corp. 
continued  yesterday  before  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard.  The  com- 
plaint in  the  suit,  which  charges 
plagiarism  of  plaintiff's  script 
"Greek  To  You"  in  the  film  "Pro- 
fessor Beware,"  was  amended  by  the 
plaintiffs  after  dismissal  of  the  orig- 
inal yesterday. 


"Schpountz"  Negative  Here 

Negative  of  "Schpountz,"  Marcel 
Pagnol  production,  has  been  received 
oy  French  Cinema  Center  which  will 
listribute  here. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

MARCH  15 

Howard    Higgin  Lorraine    Eddy 

E.   H.   Allen  Eddie  White 

Frances  Crant 


ALCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  At.  DALY; 


•  •      •     AT  last! — a  big  preview  without  a  Hollywood  flavor! 

No  need  to  pinch  yourself it's  true and  for  this  unique. 

trail-blazing  innovation ......  you  can  thank  the  courageous  and  imagina- 
tive gents  of  20th-Fox To  date  it  has  been  an  inflexible  practice 

of  pix  solons  to  unleash  a  new  production in  order  that  the  news- 
paper critics  could  have  the  first  look-see But  20th-Fox  now  comes 

along  and  shatters  the  precedent  by  inviting  the  editors  of  college  news- 
papers  from   34  of  the  leading  seats  of  learning to  initially 

examine  Darryl   Zanuck's   "Johnny   Apollo" The   examination   will 

take  place  tomorrow  night  in  the  Victoria  Theater,  Ossining which 

shadow-drama  palace  is  virtually  in  the  shadow  of  the  Big  House 

of  which  a  very,  very  movie-minded  personage  named  Lewis  E.  Lawes 
is  the  "manager" 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     WHY  the  "up-the-river"  locale? The  reason  given 

is  that  Tyrone  Power  plays  the  role  of  a  young  college  student 

who  lands  in  the  Big  House via  his  efforts  to  get  his  daddy 

outa  prison Now,  why  the  "invites"  to  the  college  newspaper 

editors? Ah,  'tis  said  that  the  aforementioned  theme  "poses  a 

problem  that  particularly  concerns  the  viewpoint  of  the  college 

man" But   nothing    is   said   of    another   aspect   of   "Johnny 

Apollo"  which  also  poses  a  problem  that  concerns  the  viewpoint 

(AND  HOW!)   of  the  college  man and  that's  that  La  Dottie 

Lamour  doesn't  appear  in  her  sarong Well,  anyway,  ifs  gonna 

be  a  swell  preview   without   any  Hollywood  flavor So   'tis 

planned But  wouldn't  be  a  crime,  after  all  the  efforts  to  dunk 

glamour if  some   meany  up  at  adjacent  Sing  Sing  tried   a 

"break"  tomorrow  night and  the  pitiless  glare  of  the  prison's 

searchlights  fell  accidentally  on  the  Victoria's  facade! 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THERE  were  big  doin's  up  at  Columbia's  h.o.  yes'day 

in  fact  right  in  Treasurer  A.  Schneider's  office Acting  in  behalf  of 

all  Columbia's  execs .Mister  Schneider  presented  a  plaque  to  Sales 

Manager  Abe  Montague The  bronze  testimonial  read:  "In  celebra- 
tion of  his  15  years  of  fruitful  association  with  Columbia  Pictures  Corpora- 
tion,  his   fellow-executives   present   Abe   Montague   with    this   token   of 

their   affection   and   esteem" ,'Twas    signed   by   Harry   Cohn,   lack 

Cohn,  A.  Schneider,  Sam  Briskin,  Nate  Spingold,  Joseph  A.  McConville, 

Rube  Jackter,  Louis  Weinberg,  Louis  Astor,  and  M.  J.  Weisfeldt 

An  even  more  resounding  testimonial  of  Montague's  merit  and  popularity 

is  being  manifest  weekly  by  the  nation's  exhibs. via  their  response 

to  the  current  "Montague  15th  Anniversary  Campaign" 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     OUT  Hollywood  way  tonight there'll  be  a  torrid 

time  in  the  institutional  Ambassador's  Cocoanut  Grove as  the 

members  of  the  4-A's  stage  their  "Gambol  of  the  Stars" Each 

group  has  kept  any  inkling  of  what  their  skits  will  be  from  their 

fellow  groups Hence  the  element  of  surprise'll  be  the  keynote 

of  this  bound-to-be-swell  shindig. . .  «  Informative  film  producer 
Emerson  Yorke  labored  not  in  vain. . ...  .as  witness  the  nice  things 

Secretary  of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  said .  .'bout  the  Yorke  one- 

reeler  "Labor  of  the  Nation".  . .     •  If  you  personally  think  March 

is  too  lion-like just  lamp  wot  happened  Tuesday  down  in 

Shreveport,  La Mrs.  A.  M.  Ludlow  and  her  li'l  son,  Gene, 

sat  at  the  movies  while  tornadic  winds  ripped  the  roof  from  their 
house They  were  seeing "Gone  With  the  Wind" , . 


«      «      « 


»      »      T* 


WB  HOUSES,  DISTRIB'N 
SETUP  OPERATE  APART 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"I  offered  my  condolences,  but  I 
didn't  reduce  the  terms." 

In  speaking  of  the  practice  of 
splitting  product,  Sears  testified  that 
no  adjustments  were  made  for  an 
uneven  division  because  the  company 
felt  that  in  the  long  run  the  un- 
evenness  would  level  off.  He  also 
said,  that  lately  it  has  been  his  gen- 
eral inclination  to  sell  pictures  away 
from  Fox  West  Coast  houses. 

Vitagraph  benefited  from  affilia- 
tion with  Warner  theater  companies, 
Sears  declared,  because  it  helped  ad- 
vertising campaigns  and  secured  re- 
leasing arrangements  which  would 
not  be  possible  without  affiliation. 

John  F.  Caskey,  attorney  for  20th- 
Fox,  charged  the  Government  with 
compelling  the  majors  to  prepare  in- 
terrogatories with  considerable  labor 
and  expense  and  then  ignore  these 
answers  by  asking  similar  questions 
of  witnesses. 


"Virginia  City"  Special 

Leaving  Coast  Tomorrow 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Headed  by  Jack  L. 
Warner,  Hal  B.  Wallis,  and  Charles 
Einfeld,  the  "Warner  Bros.  Virginia 
City  World  Premiere  .Special"  will 
leave  here  tomorrow  noon  for  the 
world  premiere  of  "Virginia  City" 
in  Reno  and  Virginia  City,  Nev.,  on 
Saturday. 

(The  Eastern  premiere  delega- 
tion, led  by  Mort  Blumenstock,  left 
New  York  on  the  Commodore  Van- 
derbilt  last  night,  picks  up  a  Mid- 
west contingent  in  Chicago  today 
and  joins  the  Californians  at  Reno 
Saturday). 

Players  making  the  trip  will  in- 
clude Gracie  Allen,  Binnie  Barnes, 
Ralph  Bellamy,  Humphrey  Bogart, 
Hobart  Bosworth,  Bill  Boyd,  George 
Burns,  Mary  Carlisle,  Patricia  Ellis, 
Errol  Flynn,  Sigrid  Gurie,  Miriam 
Hopkins,  Allen  Jenkins,  Buck  Jones, 
Priscilla  Lane,  Rosemary  Lane, 
Mayo  Methot,  Tom  Mix,  Wayne 
Morris,  Jean  Parker,  May  Robson, 
Randolph  Scott,  Ann  Sheridan,  Fred 
Stone  and  Warren  William. 


GE  Edison  Films 

Aid  Metro's  Pix 

Schenectady — General  Electric  has  giv- 
en M-C-M  nine  reels  of  film  portraying 
Thomas  Edison,  together  with  a  record- 
ing of  the  inventor's  voice  made  here 
during  his  life.  Material  is  to  aid  Metro 
in  making  of  "Edison,  the  Man,"  sched- 
uled for  release  this  Summer  as  a  sequel 
to  "Young  Tom  Edison."  Films  supplied 
to  the  producing  company  from  C-E 
files  include  sequences  of  Edison  and  Dr. 
Charles  P.  Steinmetz;  Edison  with  Fran- 
cis Jehl,  long  his  lab  assistant;  Edison 
on  his  Florida  estate;  receiving  an  award 
from  Andrew  Mellon;  and  a  radio  inter- 
view of  Edison  by  the  late  E.  W.  Rice, 
Jr.,  when  the  latter  was  president  of 
G-E.  Valuable  still  photos  of  the 
old  Edison  Machine  Works  were  also  sent 
to   Culver  City. 


ESSE 


ACTION  ON  THE  SCREEN! 


pj> 


ACTION  AT  THE  BOX-OFFICE! 


Biggest  Saturday  since  Personal  Appear- 

ance  Mickey  Rooney,  Judy  Garland 

(Except  advanced  price  'GWTW') 

The  season's  smash  hit  held 

Over  also  at  Chicago  •  Harrisburg 
Spokane  •  Worcester  •  Minneapolis  •  New 
Haven  •  St.  Paul  •  Bridgeport  •  Portland 
Seattle  •  San  Francisco  •  Philadelphia 
Boston  (State  &  Orpheum  Day  and  Date!) 
Pittsburgh     •    More  coming! 


THE  QUESTION: 

"What  is  the  best  picture  to 
show  at  the  Capitol  Theatre 
after  'Gone  With  the  Wind'  ?" 


' '  You  're    a 

tough  guy  to 

follow, 

but  I'm 

a  big  hit 

too!" 


THE  ANSWER: 

{by  the  critics) 

"No  picture  is  better  fitted  to 
follow  GWTW  than  'NORTHWEST 

PASSAGE*. "  -ARCHER  WINSTEN,  Post 

• 

"Superb  melodrama.  Capitol  is 
fortunate  having  a  picture  like 
'NORTHWEST  PASSAGE'  to  fol- 
low GWTW."       -EILEEN  CREELMAN,  Sun 

"Stirring  picture.  Makes  the  blood  tingle." 

KATE  CAMERON,  Daily  News 

• 

"Grand  heroic  entertainment." 

WILLIAM  BOEHNEL,  World-Telegram 

"A  pip  of  a  pic."         -WALTER  WINCHELL,  Mirror 

"Handsome,  stirring,  first  rate." 

—HOWARD  BARNES,  Herald  Tribune 

THE  NEW 

CAPITOL  HIT! 

HELD  OVER! 

*y^  KENNETH  ROBERTS' 

IJNORTHWEST 
PASSAGE 

(Book  I . . .  Rogers'  Rangers) 
IN   TECHNICOLOR   starring 

SPENCER 

TRACY 

with  ROBERT    YOUNG 

WALTER  BRENNAN  •  RUTH  HUSSEY  •  NAT  PENDLETON 

Screen  Play  by  Laurence  Stallings  and  Talbot  Jennings 
Produced  by  HUNT  STROMBERG  •  Directed  by 
KING  VIDOR  •  A  METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER  PICTURE 

• 

Capitol,  B'way  &  51st  St.    •    Major  Edward  Bowes,  Mng.  Dir. 

Regular  Popular  Prices   •    Continuous  Performances 


"^ACTION  IN 
THE  ADS! 

v. 

{adapt  it  to  your  local  situation1.) 
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NEW  DISNEY  PROJECT 
TO  BE  READY  IN  OCT. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Disney's  vice-president  and  eastern 
representative. 

Tentatively  titled  "Fantasia,"  the 
enterprise  can  not  be  described  as 
a  feature  cartoon  nor  can  it  be 
termed  as  a  picture  with  live  talent, 
Home  said.  Theme  and  other  char- 
acteristics are  being-  kept  a  secret 
until  the  project  has  been  developed 
further,  but  in  any  event,  Home  as- 
serted, nothing  like  it  has  been  at- 
tempted before.  It  will  run  2% 
hours. 

"Fantasia"  will  be  distributed  by 
the  Disney  organization,  itself,  and 
will  not  be  sold  or  released  by  RKO, 
present  outlet  for  Disney  cartoon 
shorts    and   features. 

The  musical  background  was  re- 
corded last  February  and  March  by 
Leopold  Stokowski  and  his  Phila- 
delphia Symphony  Orchestra  which 
was  augmented  to  include  103  music- 
ians. Approximately  450,000  feet  of 
sound  track  was  recorded  and  since 
then  it  has  been  "mixed"  and  as- 
sembled to  form  the  musical  basis 
for  "Fantasia." 

Picture,  if  that  is  what  it  will  be, 
can  be  shown  only  on  a  road  show 
policy  because  of  the  special  equip- 
ment, developed  by  Disney's  engi- 
neers, which  will  have  to  be  in- 
stalled in  each  theater  in  which 
"Fantasia"  will  play.  The  equip- 
ment, or  device,  is  said  to  make  the 
musical  accompaniment  so  real  that 
the  audience  will  feel  that  the  live 
musicians  are  present,  eliminating 
all   mechanical  impression. 


Special  Session  in  Penn 

to  Follow  April  Primaries 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Call  for  special 
session  of  the  Legislature  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  relief  funds,  will 
be  withheld  until  after  the  April  23 
primaries,  it  is  indicated. 

More  than  $50,000,000  must  be 
found  either  by  new  revenue-raising 
measures,  which  might  possibly  in- 
clude enactment  of  an  amusement 
tax,  or  transfer  of  money  from  spe- 
cial funds. 


MP  Associates  to  Meet 

Meeting  of  Motion  Picture  Associ- 
ates will  be  held  Saturday  at  the 
Astor  at  .1:30  p.m.  Organization 
problems  and  the  next  dinner  and 
dance  will  be  discussed  at  the  meet- 
ing. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Chicago — Seymour  Gumbiner,  son 
of  Abe  Gumbiner,  theater  operator, 
will  be  married  Sunday  to  Ruth 
Schwartz.  Seymour  Gumbiner  is 
manager  of  the  Pauline,  Royal  and 
Banner  theaters  for  the  Gumbiner 
circuit. 


Chicago  Schools  Buy  40  New  Projectors 

and  $8,000  Worth  of  New  Educational  Pix 

Chicago — The  Chicago  Board  of  Education  has  purchased  40  additional  sound  and 
silent  movie  projectors  from  Bell  Cr  Howell,  Ampro  and  other  Chicago  manufacturers. 
This  gives  the  Chicago  schools,  about  500  projectors  of  various  types,  for  visual 
educational    program    use. 

Eight  thousand  dollars  worth  of  educational  films  were  purchased  at  the  same 
time   from   Eastman,   Erpi  and   the   Yale   University   Film   department. 


Rep.  May  Hold  Sales  Meet        Hoover  Requests  Theaters 
in  Late  May  or  Early  June  to  Continue  Finnish  Aid 


(.Continued  from  Page  I) 

following  his  return  to  the  home  of- 
fice from  a  coas-to-coast  swing 
through  several  important  key  cities. 
Late  May  or  early  June  is  favored 
as  the  most  practical  span  for  the 
conclave. 

Grainger  said  that  he  was  im- 
pressed during  his  trip  with  general 
industry  business  conditions,  which 
he  described  as  "decidedly  improved" 
as  compared  with  a  year  ago,  and 
added  that  Republic's  sales  and  bill- 
ings are  much  better  this  season 
than   last. 

His  recent  trip  took  him  to  De- 
troit, Chicago,  San  Francisco,  Los 
Angeles,  Dallas,  New  Orleans,  and 
Atlanta.  He  expects  to  remain  in 
New  York  for  the  next  two  years. 


Max  Facter  Leaving  GSC; 
Will  Join   Pioneer  Circuit 


Chicago — Max  Facter  has  resigned 
as  film  booker  for  the  Great  States 
Theater  circuit,  effective  April  1  and 
will  join  the  Pioneer  Theater  circuit, 
Minneapolis,  as  assistant  to  Prexy 
Harold  Field.  Pioneer  circuit  has  17 
theaters  in  Iowa  and  others  may  be 
added  from  time  to  time. 


Rose  Charges  Plagiarism 

Henry  Rose  filed  suit  yesterday 
in  the  Federal  Court  against  Marc 
Connelly,  Arthur  Kober  and  Mitchell 
Grayson,  charging  the  defendants 
with  plagiarizing  the  plaintiff's  play 
"Silent  Shears"  in  the  defendants' 
play  "Having  Wonderful  Time."  Ac- 
counting, injunction  and  damages  is 
sought. 

Ampa  to  Meet  Today 

Election  of  a  nominating  commit- 
tee will  be  the  principal  business  of 
the  Ampa  meeting  to  be  held  today 
at  12:45  p.m.  at  Jack  Dempsey's 
Restaurant.  Election  of  new  officers 
has  been  tentatively  set  for  April  4 
if  the  nominating  committee  brings 
in  its  selections  in  sufficient  time. 

"Pinocchio"  Radio  Plug 

RCA  Victor  will  sponsor  musical 
programs  to  be  broadcast  six  days 
weekly  in  51  situations  in  a  tie-up 
with  RKO  on  Walt  Disney's  "Pinoc- 
chio." The  hook-up  is  on  a  nation- 
wide basis  and  will  feature  songs 
from  the  picture. 

Projectionist  Burned 

Missouri  Valley,  la.  —  Operator 
Kermit  Marshall  suffered  burns  on 
his  face  and  arms  when  fire  broke 
out  in  the  booth  of  the  Rialto  Thea- 
ter. 


Herbert  Hoover,  chairman  of  the 
Finnish  Relief  Fund,  Inc.,  yesterday 
called  upon  the  film  industry  to  con- 
tinue the  collections  in  the  lobbies  of 
the  theaters  for  financial  support  of 
the  Finns. 

The  following  statement  was  is- 
sued by  Mr.  Hoover: 

"The  terms  imposed  on  Finland 
mark  another  sad  day  for  civiliza- 
tion. The  Finns  have  made  a  heroic 
defense  that  will  live  for  all  time 
but  the  odds  were  insuperable. 

"The  Finnish  Relief  Fund  must 
continue  for  the  present  to  meet  the 
civilian  emergencies  for  which  it  was 
created.  There  will  be  thousands 
more  Finnish  refugees  from  the 
Russian  acquired  territory  for  whom 
new  homes  must  be  found.  The  homes 
destroyed  by  air  attack  in  every 
town  and  city  must  be  rebuilt.  There 
are  many  destitute  who  need  to  be 
carried  over  until  employment  can 
be  resumed. 

"I  hope  the  Fund  will  continue  to 
receive  the  united  support  of  the 
American  people  as  it  has  in  the 
past." 


Empire,  Syracuse,  to  Test 
Stage  Band  and  Pix  Policy 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Empire  theater, 
formerly  operated  as  a  subsequent- 
run  by  the  Fitzer  interests,  will  test 
a  stage  and  film  policy  when  it  re- 
opens March  23  with  Charles  V. 
Martina  of  Albion  as  lessee. 

First  bill  will  embrace  Gene 
Krupa's  band  and  UA's  "A  Yank  at 
Oxford."  Originally,  Martina,  who 
is  remodeling  the  house,  announced 
he  would  reopen  with  two  first-runs, 
the  other  being  "The  Lion  Has 
Wings." 

Martina  looms  as  a  potential  wit- 
ness in  the  New  York  equity  suit, 
the  Government  naming  him  in  its 
answers  to  defense  interrogatories 
last  week,  the  charge  being  made 
that  the  Empire  has  been  unable  to 
secure  any  major  product  on  first 
or  second-run  in  opposition  to  the- 
aters affiliated  with  Loew's,  Inc., 
and   RKO. 

Empire  is  a  stone's  throw  from 
the  Strand,  Keith  house  operated  by 
Schines,  which  recently  has  been  do- 
ing well  with  vaudefilm. 


Horwitz  Leases  Heights 

Cleveland  —  M.  B.  Horwitz  has 
concluded  negotiations  with  the 
Cleveland  Heights  Theater  Company 
for  the  lease  of  the  Heights  Theater. 
Horwitz,  general  manager  of  the 
Washington  circuit,  bought  the  the- 
ater building  from  Loew's   in   1930. 


RCA  TELE  STATIONS 
PHILLY,  CHI.,  WASH. 
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prices  of  tele  receivers,  stressed  the 
company's  ability  "to  proceed^  es- 
tablish television  on  a  broad  \  -1  Jlic 
service  basis." 

Sarnoff  declared  that  as  soon  as 
the  New  York-Philadelphia  relay 
service  is  in  operation,  permission 
will  be  sought  to  extend  the  service 
to  Washington,  and  subsequently  to 
Boston  and  other  cities  "so  that 
eventually  television  program  ser- 
vices may  be  extended  to  cover  the 
nation." 

Three  of  the  four  cities  named  by 
Sarnoff  now  have  tele  stations. 
Philco  holds  licenses  for  W3XE  and 
W3XP  in  Philadelphia,  the  General 
Television  Corp.  for  W1XG  in  Bos- 
ton and  Zenith  for  W9X2V  in  Chi- 
cago. WCAU  Broadcasting  Co.  of 
Philadelphia,  Boston  Edison  Co.  and 
Balaban  &  Katz,  Chicago,  have  tele 
station  applications  pending  before 
the  FCC  at  the  present  time. 

The  RCA  president  also  revealed 
that  its  subsidiary,  NBC,  will  be 
prepared  to  provide  television  pro- 
gram service  as  soon  as  radio  relay 
systems  are  established.  The  tele 
program  service  will  be  furnished 
to  independent  stations  "that  are 
interconnected,  similar  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  RCA  now  furnishes  a 
sound  program  network  service.  The 
television  network  radio  relays  to 
be  constructed  by  RCA  will  provide 
a  service  available  for  use  by  other 
broadcasting  companies  in  the  same 
way  that  trans-oceanic  facilities  of 
RCA  are  now  made  available  to 
competing  broadcasting  systems,"  he 
declared. 

Sarnoff  pointed  out  that  RCA  has 
licensed  competitors  to  use  its  in- 
ventions in  the  tele  field,  and  that 
RCA  and  other  manufacturers  are 
ready  to  supply  transmitters  to 
broadcasters  who  may  wish  to  em- 
bark upon  television. 


Other  set  manufacturers,  includ- 
ing those  licensed  by  RCA,  are  pay- 
ing close  attention  to  initial  sales, 
following  RCA's  price  reduction.  In 
line  with  this  renewed  interest  in 
set  sales,  Stewart-Warner  Co.,  it  has 
been  learned,  has  shipped  about  150 
receivers  to  different  sections  of  the 
country  for  experimental  use. 


STORKS! 


South  Bend,  Ind. — Hugh  Martin, 
manager  of  Great  States'  Colfax 
Theater,  is  the  father  of  a  new  son, 
who  has  been  named  James. 


Chicago — Ted  Reisch,  manager  of 
the  Dale  Theater,  is  the  father  of  a 
baby  boy. 


Chicago — A  son  was  born  at  Mich- 
ael Reese  Hospital  to  Mrs.  Harry 
Halperin,  wife  of  Harry  Halperin, 
chief  electrician  of  B  &  K's  Chicago 
Theater. 


Thursday,  March  14,  1940 


WOULD  TAKE  EQUITY 
DEPOSITIONS  ON  COAST 
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gestion  of  special  assistant  attorney 
genial  Paul  Williams,  now  himself 
on  v/jjj  West  Coast,  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  bringing1  exhibitors  to 
New  York.  The  proposed  examina- 
tions would  include  10  or  12  indies 
and  possibly  a  number  of  local  man- 
agers of  the  FWC  theaters. 

The  depositions  will  center  about 
the  Coast  exhibition  situation,  with 
special  attention  to  the  FWC  the- 
aters, it  was  said.  If  consented  to, 
Farnsworth  explained,  the  examina- 
tions will  start  in  mid-April  and 
last  several  weeks. 


Goldwyn  Silent  on  Report 
of  New  Tie-up  with  Korda 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

distributing  organization.  Korda 
returned  to  New  York  Tuesday  af- 
ter a  quick  trip  to  the  Coast  where 
it  is  understood  he  conferred  with 
Goldwyn. 


■  Alexander  Korda  could  not  be 
reached  for  a  statement  on  the  re- 
port linking  him  with  a  producing- 
releasing  combination  with  Samuel 
Goldwyn. 


Six  New  Film  Theaters 

Planned  in  So.  Africa 


Johannesburg  (By  Cable)  —  Six 
new  film  theaters  will  be  erected  in 
South  Africa  from  plans  prepared 
by  Gliksman  &  Dirksen,  local  archi- 
tects. The  3,000-seat  Twentieth 
Century  opens  here  tomorrow. 


Rebuilt  House  to  Open 

Manchester,  Tenn.  —  Dr.  A.  A. 
Womack  will  open  his  New  Lyric 
;oday.  House  has  been  completely 
-emodeled  after  a  recent  fire. 


Florida  Theater  Burns 

|_  Homestead,  Fla.— A  $40,000  fire, 
'anned  by  a  40-mile-an-hour  wind, 
eft  the  Seminole  Theater  in  ruins. 


Movie  Ball  March  23 

Annual  ITOA  Movie  Ball  is  sched- 
lled  for  March  23  at  the  Hotel 
kstor. 


Shirley  Visits  Chicago 

Chicago — Sam  Shirley,  for  many 
rears  Metro's  exchange  manager 
lere,  now  retired,  is  visiting  here 
rom  the  Coast. 


Rotarians  AntUNeely 

Detroit — The  Rotary  Club  of  Imlay 
City  has  passed  a  resolution  opposing 
passage  of  the  Neely  Bill.  Copies  of 
the  resolution  are  being  sent  to  local 
Congressmen,  as  well  as  letters  from  in- 
dividual members.  Harry  Hobolth,  Imlay 
City  exhibitor  is  a  leading  member  of  hte 
Club. 


16  Chi.  Theaters 

Note  Use  Triples 

Chicago — Red  hot  competition  in  the 
Logan  Square  district  is  credited  with 
increasing  the  number  of  local  houses 
using  triple  features  to  16.  Fourteen 
theaters  are  now  offering  book  premiums 
while  24  others  are  using  other  give- 
aways. 


GWTW's  Total  of  16  Weeks 
in  Detroit  Sets  New  Mark 


(Continued  from  Page  I) 

a  price  disadvantage  on  GWTW  in 
competition  with  Tennessee  theaters 
as  they  must  get  $1.26  instead  of 
$1.10  for  all  reserved  seat  tickets. 
This  is  due  to  an  additional  state 
amusement  tax. 


Cleveland  —  GWTW,  now  in  its 
seventh  week  at  Loew's  Stillman,  is 
taking  reservations  for  April. 

Chicago — Alliance  circuit,  former- 
ly the  Gregory  chain,  has  booked 
GWTW  for  its  Sipe  Theater,  Kokomo, 
Ind.,  and  theaters  in  Evansville  and 
Marion,  Ind. 


Wauseon,  O.- — P.  R.  Touney  states 
that  when  he  plays  GWTW  at  his 
Princess  Theater  the  week  of  March 
30,  he  will  reopen  his  250-seat  Chief 
Theater  which  has  been  closed  all 
but  two  months  since  he  built  it 
during  the  Winter. 

New  Haven — First  four  indepen- 
dent bookings  for  GWTW  in  the 
state  are  the  Wilkinson,  Walfing- 
ford,  Avon,  Stamford,  Fine  Arts, 
Westport,  and  the  Stratford  The- 
ater. The  Avon  is  in  its  fourth 
week,  breaking  records  for  length 
of  run  in  the  city. 


Warners  to  Manufacture 
Own  Silk  Screen  Displays 
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plays  will  be  40  x  60  and  30  x  40 
upright  posters  and  24  x  60  and  24 
x  82  banners.  These  four  units 
will  be  prepared  on  all  future  pro- 
ductions starting  with  "Virginia 
City." 


"Singapore"  for  40  Keys 

Getting  off  to  a  good  start  in 
Miami,  Miami  Beach,  St.  Peters- 
burg and  New  York,  Paramount's 
"Road  to  Singapore"  has  been  set 
for  40  key  city  Easter  engagements. 
Among  the  cities  in  which  it  will 
open  during  the  holidav  season  are 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Memphis, 
Des  Moines,  San  Diego,  Toledo  and 
others. 


Columbia  to  Start  Five 

Three  top  budget  pictures  and  two 
others  of  major  stature  will  be 
placed  in  production  by  Columbia 
during  the  next  three  weeks,  the 
home  office  announced  yesterday. 
Properties  will  be  "The  Tree  of 
Liberty,"  "Arizona,"  and  "Jane 
Addams  and  Hull  House,"  which  will 
be  followed  by  "Singapore"  and 
"Ode  to  Liberty." 


DAILY- 


Atlantic  City  Theaters 

Will  Reopen  for  Easter 

Atlantic  City — The  resort  amuse- 
ment industry  is  shaking  off  the 
cobwebs  and  preparing  itself  for 
Easter  and  the  coming  season,  with 
pictures  taking  the  lead  in  attrac- 
tions scheduled. 

The  Steel  Pier  will  reopen  with 
pictures  for  Easter.  The  Hamid  has 
signed  a  contract  for  11  weeks'  sup- 
ply of  indie  pix.  The  Rex  Theater 
on  the  pier  may  have  feature  films 
instead  of  revivals  of  silents 
gagged   up. 

The  Margate  Theater  of  the  Wei- 
land-Lewis  group,  will  reopen  for 
Easter.  Harry  Waxman,  who  op- 
erates Hollywood  and  Astor  The- 
aters, has  taken  over  the  Royal  The- 
ater and  plans  to  open  for  Easter. 

Meanwhile,  the  dispute  over  the 
erection  of  a  new  theater  by  the 
Central  Amusement  Co.  of  Harris- 
burg  and  Ventor  Aves.,  will  go  to 
the    city    commission    for   decision. 


Alliance,  Ohio,  City  Council 
Ends  Bank  Night  Licenses 

Alliance,  O. — City  Council  here 
has  repealed  the  two-year-old  the- 
ater Bank  Night  ordinance  law  which 
levied  a  license  fee  of  $7.50  for  each 
theater  operating  the  scheme,  each 
nigh  it  offered  the  feature  and  col- 
lected 10  per  cent  of  the  prize  money. 


306,  CIRCUITS  AWAIT 
ARBITRATORS'  REPORT 
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lengthy  huddle  lasting  until  late  last 
Thursday  night  was  held  by  the 
five-man  arbitration  committee  and 
another  huddle  is  scheduled  today. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  Prof.  M. 
J.  Handler  of  Columbia,  the  fifth 
and  neutral  arbitrator  on  the  board, 
is  scheduled  to  stail  his  vacation  in 
early  April  and  his  report  will  in 
all  probability  be  handed  in  before 
he  leaves.  Hundreds  of  pages  of 
testimony  have  been  submitted  by 
both  the  circuit  and  union  represen- 
tatives to   date. 


$2,000,000  Budget  Set 

by  Lasky  for  York  Pix 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

est."  Pix  will  be  based  on  the  life 
of  Sergt.  Alvin  C.  York,  World  War 
hero.  Lasky  has  signed  Gene  Fow- 
ler to  do  the  screen  play,  but  shoot- 
ing will  not  start  until  early  next 
year.  Lasky  will  make  the  picture 
independently.  Two  majors  have 
made  releasing   offers. 


"The  DARK  COMMAND" 
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Italy  Will  Permit  Its  Distributors  to  Buy  Foreign  Films 

GOVT  DROPS  MOVE  FOR  WEST  COAST  DEPOSITIONS 

Ullman  RKO  Producer;  Donovan,  Pathe  News  V.-P. 


Walton  Ament  Becomes  Gen- 
eral Manager,  Editor  of 
Pathe  News 

Frederic  Ullman,  jr.,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  Pathe 
News,  has  been  named  an  RKO  pro- 
ducer and 
will  work 
under  Execu- 
tive Producer 
Lee  Marcus, 
it  was  an- 
nounced yes- 
t  e  r  d  a  y  by 
President 
George  J. 
Schaef  er  o  f 
RKO.  Ullman 
leaves  New 
York  April  1 
to  take  over 
his  new  du- 
ties in  Hollywood. 

Frank    Donovan,    who    has    been 
Pathe     News     production     manager 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

GOLUMBIAGONTRAGTS 
UP  800  FOR  NEW  HIGH 


FREDERIC  ULLMAN,  JR. 


As  the  fifth  week  of  the  "Mon- 
tague 15th  Anniversary  Campaign" 
neared  yesterday,  Columbia's  home 
office  announced  the  company  has 
set  a  record  in  new  accounts,  with 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Neilson  Named  Chairman 
of  Ampa  Nominating  Com. 

Rutgers  Neilson  was  elected  chair- 
man of  the  Ampa  nominating  com- 
mittee at  yesterday's  meeting  of  the 
organization.     Neilson  with  the  fol- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"Caesar"  Via  Tele 

"Julius  Caesar"  in  modern  dress,  with 
television  woven  into  the  plot  of  a 
slightly  rakish  version  of  the  Shake- 
spearean classic,  will  be  telecast  by 
NBC  tonight,  the  Ides  of  March,  over 
Station  W2XBS.  Version  is  by  Warren 
Wade,    NBC   tele    program    director. 


80  Radio  Film  Commentators  in  30  States 

Unite  to  Raise  Standards,  Draft  Ethics 

National  Radio  Film  Commentator  Circle,  with  80  members  from  30  states,  has 
been  organized  to  raise  the  standard  of  film  commentary.  David  Lowe  of  WNEW  is 
prexy  of  the  new  organization  which  proposes  to  set  up  a  code  of  ethics  and  conduct  a 
"round  robin"  correspondence  for  exchange  of  ideas  by  commentators  in  non-competi- 
tive areas. 


DISNEY  FAMILY  KEEPS  HOPE  FADES  FOR  PIX 
CONTROL  OF  COMPANY    EXHIBIT  AT  N.  Y.  FAIR 


Control  of  Walt  Disney  Produc- 
tions will  remain  with  the  Disney 
family  under  the  proposed  public 
financing  plan  involving  approxima- 
tely $4,000,000  now  before  the  SEC. 
Registration  statement  covers  155,- 
000  shares  of  6  per  cent  convertible 
preferred  stock,  $25  par  value,  of 
which  150,000  will  be  offered  to  the 
public,  with  5,000  reserved  for  of- 
ficers and  employes ,  and  155,000 
shares  of  common  reserved  for  con- 
version of  the  preferred.     All  pres- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Louisville  6FC  Rescinds 

Approval  of  Neely  Bill 

Louisville — The  Legislative  Com- 
mittee of  the  Better  Films  Council 
of  Louisville  voted  yesterday  to 
withdraw  support  given  earlier  to 
the  Neely  bill,  now  pending  in  Con- 
gress, Mrs.  R.  V.  Love,  chairman, 
announced.  The  Council  had  gone 
on  record  as  favoring  the  legislation. 


Chances  for  a  motion  picture  ex- 
hibit at  the  New  York  World's  Fair 
dwindled  yesterday  following  a  meet- 
ing of  major  company  executives  at 
the  Hays  office.  It  was  indicated 
following  the  session  that  lack  of 
time  for  preparing  an  exhibit  would 
prevent  the  industry  from  present- 
ing the  right  kind  of  show.  While 
proponents  of  the  plan  were  still 
hopeful,  it  was  believed  by  some 
that  the  move  would  be  discarded 

Whether  another  meeting  would 
be  held  depended  on  the  outcome  of 
one  or  two  unofficial  conferences,  it 
was   said   last  night. 


Say  Korda  Held  No  Confabs 
With  Goldwyn  on  the  Coast 

Alexander  Korda  did  not  see  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn  during  the  former's  re- 
cent trip  to  the  Coast,  it  was  said 
yesterday  in  answer  to  the  report 
that  Goldwyn  had  been  discussing  a 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


to//  Lifts  Restrictions  on  Private 
Distribs.'  Purchase  of  Foreign  Pix 


Indie     Exhibs.     Instead    Will 

Take  Witness  Stand  at 

Equity  Trial 

William  P.  Farnsworth,  New  York 
anti-trust  division  head,  yesterday 
notified  attorneys  for  major  defen- 
dants in  the  New  York  equity  action 
that  the  D  of  J  has  dropped  its  ef- 
forts to  take  depositions  of  witnesses 
on  the  Coast.  This  action  resulted 
from  a  telegram  from  Special  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  Paul  Wil- 
liams who  stated  that  the  step  was 
taken  in  view  of  objections  raised 
on  the  preceding  day  by  defense 
counsel. 

The  sudden  shift  of  stand  by  the 
Government  followed  by  24  hours  a 
request  by  Farnsworth  for  consent 
by  the  majors  to  examinations  of 
some  12  independent  Coast  exhibi- 
tors to  avoid  the  necessity  of  bring- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 

TAX  REDUCTION  BILL 
BEFORE  KY,  GOVERNOR 


Frankfort — A  bill  to  lower  Ken- 
tucky's amusement  tax  on  admission 
charges  of  more  than  $1  is  before 
Gov.  Keen  Johnson  for  his  signature. 

The  measure  passed  the  House, 
74-1,  and  the  Senate,  30-1. 

Kentucky  exhibitors  have  a  direct 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Para,  to  Build  Exchanges 

in  St.  Louis  and  Memphis 

Paramount  plans  to  build  new  ex- 
change buildings  in  St.  Louis  and 
Memphis.  A  one-story  building  is 
[to  be  erected  at  Garrison  Ave.  and 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


AGVA  and  Circuit  Heads 

Will  Confer  on  Tuesday 


Meeting  will  be  held  Tuesday  bj 
tween   AGVA   and   circuit  heads 
the  office  of  C.  C.  Moskowitz  to  dj 
cuss  contracts  between  the  union  ajd 
Broadway  presentation  houses. 


Rome  (By  Cable) — New  law  was 
approved  by  the  Italian  Senate  this 
week  which  removes  all  restrictions 
on  private  Italian  distributors,  al- 
lowing them  to  purchase  and  dis- 
tribute foreign  pictures  without  Gov- 
ernment control.  The  statute  ap- 
parently opens  the  way  for  any 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Louisville  Premiere 

World  premiere  of  Hal  Roach's  "1, 
000,000  B.C."  will  be  held  in  Louisville 
on  April  5.  Under  presenf  plans,  news- 
paper men  and  critics  will  be  taken  to 
Kentucky  for  the  event.  Selection  of 
city  results  from  fact  D.  W.  Criffith  is 
producer. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

High     Low     Close 
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Con.    Fm.     Ind 
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East.    Kodak     
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Loew's,  Inc 
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Paramount    
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20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 
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Warner  Bros 

NEW  YORK 
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Loew's  deb.  3Vis46.  . 
Para.  B'way  3s55... 
Para.     Picts.    6s55 ... 


)    83/8  8  83/8  +     i/2 

22i/2  221/4  22i/2  +     i/2 

1  1  1          

93/4  93/4  93/4  +     1/4 

153  153  153         

175  1741/2  175  +  1 


36i/4    35%    36      +     % 


71/2  73/8       71/g     

91/8  9          9i/8  +     1/4 

11%  IH/2     IH/2      

l'/8  1               1  —      1/8 

11%  H5/8       11%  +       1/s 

22%  22%     22%  +     1/4 

96  93        96+3 

3%  33/4      33/4     

BOND    MARKET 

103  103       103  -f-  1 

10434  104i/2  IO41/2  —     % 


NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram     Picts.      .11-16  11-16  11-16—  % 

Sonotone   Corp 1  %       1  %       1  %   +  % 

Technicolor     151/4     15%     15%  —  i/a 

Trans-Lux     1%       1%       1%+  % 

Universal    Corp.    vtc...     53/8     5  5%  +  n 

Metro  to  Set  Premiere 

for  "Edison"  Next  Week 

Premiere  city  for  Metro's  second 
Edison  feature,  "Edison,  the  Man," 
will  be  selected  next  week,  with  the 
Oranges  favored,  according  to  John 
Considine,  who  produced  the  picture. 
Considine  so  stated  in  a  telegram  re- 
ceived yesterday  by  the  Newark  Star 
Ledger. 


Lincoln,  Neb.- — Judges  Gardiner, 
Donohue,  and  Munger,  of  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict Courts  at  Kansas  City,  Omaha, 
and  Lincoln,  will  meet  here  March 
25  to  consider  the  appeal  of  the 
state,  defendant  in  suit  brought  by 
Ascap  to  test  the  constitutionality 
of  the  state's  1937  Ascap  ban,  for  a 
new  trial. 

Appeal  was  filed  by  William  J. 
Hotz,  who  was  assigned  by  Attorney 
General  Walter  Johnson,  as  special 
prosecutor  on  the  case,  who  took  ex- 
ception to  the  findings  of  the  court, 
and  backed  his  exceptions  by  signed 
statements  of  error  of  intent  from 
22  of  the  legislators  of  the  1937 
legislative  body  who  voted  for  the 
bill. 


Rocky  Mountain  Exhibitors 
Will  Convene  on  March  30 


"RAPPEL  IMMEDIAT" 

u  i /(WW,.-  All  American  Rights  to  the 
Milo  Film,  Paris,  "Rappel  Immediat,"  with 
Eric  Von  Strobeim,  are  under  contract  to 
Mr.  Adolph  Koch,  of  Belgium,  who  has 
assigned  said  rights  to  his  son,  Mr.  Manuel 
Koch,  whose  headquarters  in  the  U.S.A. 
are  at  American  Trading  Association,  723 
Seventh  Ave.,  New  York  City.  Manuel  Koch 


Denver  - —  Theater  Owners  and 
Managers  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Region,  Inc.,  will  hold  its  annual 
convention  here  March  .30,  it  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  hy  Prexy  Charles 
R.  Gilmour. 

Simultaneously,  the  Denver  Screen 
Club  will  mark  Founder's  Day  with 
a  banquet  and  midnight  show,  ex- 
pected to  draw  several  hundred  in- 
dustryites.  Prexy  Rick  Ricketson 
will  be  toastmaster;  speakers  will 
include  R.  J.  "Bob"  O'Donnell  of 
Dallas  and  John  Harris,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, national  Variety  Club  presi- 
dent. 


Hamilton  Gets  Frisco 

Fair  Film  Concession 


San  Francisco — Neil  Hamilton  in 
association  with  F.  Herrick  Herrick 
will  establish  an  exhibit  showing 
how  films  are  made  at  the  Golden 
Gate  Exposition,  concession  contract 
having  just  been  signed. 

Billy  Rose  will  duplicate  his  New 
York  World's  Fair  Aquacade  at  the 
local  exposition  this  year,  nosing  out 
MCA  for  the  concession.  Latter, 
however,  will  again  supply  name 
bands  and  star  talent. 


Unions,  Gibson  to  Talk 

Following  the  meeting  yesterday 
between  Frank  Gillmore,"  AAAA 
head,  and  execs,  of  affiliated  unions 
with  World's  Fair  officials,  at  which 
time  they  demanded  all  concession- 
aires at  the  Fair  employ  only  union 
members  and  sign  contracts  with  the 
unions,  a  huddle  was  set  for  Tues- 
day with  Harvey  S.  Gibbon,  Fair 
head. 


Two  Metro  Pix  Clicking 

M-G-M's  "Earl  of  Chicago"  con- 
tinued to  do  big  business  at  the  Cri- 
terion, Broadway,  despite  rainy 
weather  yesterday,  following  an 
opening  which  exceeded  normal  busi- 
ness by  171  per  cent.  Meanwhile, 
Strange  Cargo"  is  reported  to  be 
topping  average  business  in  new  kev 
city  openings. 


Midwestern  Newsmen  Join 
"Virginia  City"  Special 

Chicago  —  Eastern  contingent  of 
newspaper  folks  bound  for  Virginia 
City's  premiere  of  WB's  "Virginia 
City"  tomorrow  was  augmented  here 
yesterday  by  Harold  W.  Cohen,  Post 
Gazette,  and  Karl  Krug,  Sun  Tele- 
graph, both  of  Pittsburgh;  Harry 
Martin,  Memphis  Commercial  Ap- 
peal; Earl  Pomeroy,  Minneapolis 
Tribune;  Isabel  MacDonald,  Milwau- 
kee Sentinel;  Nate  Gross,  Herald 
American,  and  Herb  Graffis,  Times, 
both  of  Chicago;  Tom  Schaeffer, 
Acme;  Dan  Thrapp,  United  Press. 
Mort  Blumenstock  heads  the  East- 
ern Warner  party,  occupying  special 
cars  attched  to  "The  49'er." 

Death  Valley  Scotty  is  en  route 
from  Death  Valley  to  Virginia  City 
with  a  mule  team  to  join  the  festivi- 
ties at  the  "Virginia  City"  premiere. 
Mario  Chamlee,  Metropolitan  opera 
singer,  Bronislaw  Gimple,  concert 
violinist,  and  his  brother  Jacob,  con- 
cert pianist,  will  perform  at  the  old 
Piper's  Opera  House. 

Jim  Jeffries,  who  lost  the  world 
championship  to  Jack  Johnson  at 
Reno  in  1909,  will  be  on  hand,  and 
Hobart  Bosworth  will  give  the  dag- 
ger scene  from  "Hamlet." 

1,104  GWTW  Bookings 

Twenty  additional  dates  on  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  were  announced  by 
M-G-M  yesterday,  bringing  the  to- 
tal number  of  bookings  to  1,104  in 
982  cities. 
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JOSEPH  BERNHARD,  Warner  theaters  head, 
leaves  Monday  for  Miami  to  convalesce  aftetll 
a  six  weeks'  hospital  siege. 

ADOLPH   ZUKOR,   chairman  of  the   Paramount! 
board,  and  JOHN  W.   HICKS,  vice-prejr-jt  an 
foreign     head,     arrive     here     Monday""  Jk     " 
Uruguay  from  South  America  and  Centrafr. 
ica. 

PAUL  WHITEMAN  and  his  orchestra  return  tot 
New   York    today   after   a    Midwest   tour. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  Warner  short  subjecti 
sales  manager,  left  New  York  yesterday  for  San 
Francisco. 

ANITA  LOUISE   has   returned  to  the   Coast. 

JOE    PENNER   has    returned   to   the   Coast. 

GEORGE  W.  WEEKS  has  delayed  his  departure 
for   the  Coast   until   the   middle  of   next  week. 


Momart  Manager  Acquitted 
in  Whirl-win  Lottery  Case 

Cliff  Carnavon,  defendant  in  then 
Momart  Theater  lottery  case  in 
Brooklyn,  was  acquitted  by  a  two- 
to-one  decision  in  Special  Sessions 
court.  Majority  of  the  court  speci- 
fically pointed  out  that  the  acquittal] 
was  based  on  the  fact  that  the  de- 
fendant permitted  play  of  Whirl-) 
win  in  the  lobby  without  purchase 
of  a  ticket  of  admission.  Defendant 
was  represented  by  Harry  G.  Kosch 
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STRANGE  CARGO 


with  IAN  HUNTER  •  PETER  LORRE  •  PAUL  LUKAS  •  Albert  Dekker  •  J.  Edward 
Bromberg  •  Eduardo  Gannelli  •  A  FRANK  BORZAGE  PRODUCTION  •  Screen  Play  by 
Lawrence  Hazard  •  Based  on  the  Book,  "Not  Too  Narrow,  Not  Too  Deep"  by  Richard  Sale 
Directed  by  Frank  Borzage  •  Produced  by  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz  •  A  Metro-Coldwyn- Mayer  Picture 
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GOV'T  DROPS  COAST 
DEPOSITIONS  MOVE 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  these  witnesses  to  court.  Wil- 
liams, in  his  telegram,  evinced  an 
intention  of  substituting  the  testi- 
mony of  these  witnesses  on  trial  for 
pre-trial  depositions. 

It  was  intimated  that  oral  objec- 
tions raised  by  defense  counsel  had 
given  the  Government  pause  in  that 
it  feared  that  depositions  would  cause 
a  delay  in  the  trial  now  scheduled 
for  Mav  1. 


Columbia's  Contracts  Up 
800  for  a  New  High  Mark 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

800  more  contracts  on  its  books  for 
the  1939-40  season  than  it  ever  has 
had  in  its  history. 

Further,  it  was  revealed  Columbia 
to  date  has  established  a  new  all- 
time  record  in  billings  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year  as  compared  to  cor- 
responding periods  of  prior  years. 


Neilson  Named  Chairman 
of  Ampa  Nominating  Com. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lowing  six  members,  Jules  Zeigler, 
Ed  Schreiber,  Lou  Lifton,  Eli  Sugar- 
man,  Paul  Benjamin  and  Martin 
Starr,  will  prepare  a  slate  of  new 
officers  to  be  elected  at  a  forthcom- 
ing meeting  in  early  April. 

Brandt  Acquires  Circle 

Harry  Brandt  has  acquired  the 
Circle  Theater  at  Utopia  Parkway 
and  16th  St.,  in  Long  Island.  This 
theater  is  now  in  process  of  con- 
struction and  will  be  operated  by 
the  Puritan  Land  Corp. 

Verdi  Pix  for  Fine-Arts 

"The  Life  of  Giuseppe  Verdi," 
Italian  pix,  will  have  its  American 
premiere  shortly  after  Easter  at 
the  Fine-Arts. 


zfiml 


VRTH  v 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 


MARCH  15 


Howard    Higgin 
E.   H.  Allen 


Lorraine   Eddy 
Eddie  White 


Frances   Grant 

MARCH  16 

Conrad    Nagel  "Hap"     Hadley 

Harrison    Ford  Cus   Schlessinger 

Marion   Bryan 

MARCH  17 

Edward    Golden  Sonny    Barkas 

Sid    Grauman  Marie   Quillan 

Shirley  Etta  Creenberg       Robert    W.     McGrath 


with  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •  •  ON  this  comin'  Monday  night,  m'hearties,  the  Grand  Ball- 
room of  Ye  Hotel  Astor will  echo  with  the  fanfare  and  festivities 

of  the  Seventh  Annual  HKO  Ball which'll  be  attended  this   time 

by   both   the  h.o.   forces    and   "front-of-the-house"   service   staffs   of   the 

RKO    Theaters Two    orks.    Bob    Chester's    and    the    Rimac's,    will 

purvey  the  rhythms and  "ev'body."  as  Radio's  Uncle  Ezra  would 

say,  will  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  "La  Conga"  contest Many 

company  bigwigs,  including  George  J.  Schaefer,  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  John 
J.  O'Connor,  Leon  Goldberg,  Fred  Meyers,  Max  Fellerman,  Bill  England, 
Harry  Mandel,  Charley  McDonald,  Sol  Schwartz,  Louis  Goldberg  and 
H.  Russell  Emde will  be  on  deck 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     TRADE  Press  circles  yes'day  were  hoping  that  Bob 

Chester's  and  Rimac's  bands would  play  their  swing  music 

in  double-time  exclusively  at  the  RKO  Ball in  order  to  de- 
plete the  energies  and  destroy  the  athletic  co-ordination  of  Lou 
Gaudreau,  Ken  Hallam,  Jack  Lewis,  Jack  Level  and  Jimmy  Boyle 

who   comprise   RKO   Radio's   bowling   team which   is 

scheduled  to  meet  the  Trade  Press  aggregation  on  Wednesday 

night  at  8  p.m.  at  the  Radio  City  alleys The  Trade  Press 

lambs  scheduled  for  slaughter  in  the  eerie  alleys  are  Al  {Film 
Daily)  Steen,  Ray  (Motion  Picture  Herald)  Gallagher,  Joe  (Box 
Office)  Priore,  Lionel  (Independent)  Toll,  and  Captain  Lou  (Jay 

Emanuel)    Mentlik The   RKO    executioners   have   already 

played  a  scurvy  trick They've  invited  the  public! 


Disney  Family  Maintains 

Control  of  the  Company 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

ent  common  is  held  by  the  Disney 
family. 

The  SEC  statement  disclosed  that 
on  Monday  the  company  entered  into 
an  agreement  employing  Walter  E. 
Disney  as  executive  production  man- 
ager of  the  company  for  seven  years 
at  $2,000  a  week  and  certain  travel- 
ing and  other  expenses.  It  added 
that  under  date  of  March  8  the  com- 
pany agreed  to  pay  $1,000  weekly 
for  seven  years  and  traveling  ex- 
penses to  Roy  O.  Disney  as  busi- 
ness manager. 

The  statement  reported  that  the 
company's  gross  income  from 
"Snow  White  and  the  Seven 
Dwarfs"  to  Dec.  31,  was  $4,677,- 
862.97. 

Balance  sheet  of  Walter  Disney 
Productions  as  of  Dec.  31,  shows 
total  assets  of  $7,758,463. 


New  Radio  Cash  Game 

Sheboygan,  Wis.— Latest  compe- 
titor on  the  radio  for  local  exhibi- 
tors is  the  "Cash  Ur  Name"  pro- 
gram aired  each  Thursday  at  7  p.m. 
over  WHBL  under  the  sponsorship 
of  a  local  wholesale  grocery  firm. 
With  the  letters  in  the  listener's 
name  as  a  basis,  the  game  is  played 
similar  to  Bingo. 


Say  Korda  Held  No  Confabs 
With  Goldwyn  on  the  Coast 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

production-distribution  company  with 
the  London  Films  head.  Korda 
neither  saw  Goldwyn  nor  talked  with 
him  by  telephone,  it  was  said. 

Korda  returns  to  the  Coast  in 
about  two  weeks  to  supervise  loca- 
tion shots  for  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad." 
He  plans  to  stay  in  the  West  about 
five  weeks  and  then  will  go  back  to 
England. 


Kutisker  Long  Island  City 
House  to  be  Ready  June  1 

Construction  of  Morris  Kutisker's 
new  Mayfair  Theater  at  40th  Ave. 
and  10th  St.,  Long  Island  City,  is 
progressing  rapidly  and  the  theater 
is  expected  to  be  ready  by  June  1. 
Amusement  Supply  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
been  awarded  the  general  contract 
as  well  as  equipment  and  furnish- 
ings for  the  theater. 


Sherman  Sign  Co.  to  Move 

Newark,  N.  J.— The  Sherman  Sign 
Co.,  manufacturers  of  theater  mar- 
quees and  metal  signs,  has  leased 
for  a  term  of  years  a  one-story 
brick  building  at  9-15  Manufacturers 
Place,  and  will  move  here  from  Irv- 
ington  as  soon  as  renovations  are 
completed  and  equipment  installed. 


ITALIAN  DISTRIBS.  CAN 
BUY  FOREIGN  FILMS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

American  company  caring  to  do  so 
to  make  a  direct  sale  to  Italian  dis- 
tributors. gj\ 

Approximately  $750,000  ml".mev- 
ican  currency  has  been  allocated  for 
purchase  of  foreign  product  this 
year,  with  $500,000  of  this  sum  to  be 
spent  in  America.  Dr.  Renato  Senise, 
representative  of  Leoni  Films,  oper- 
ators of  60  theaters  in  Italy,  will 
establish  offices  in  New  York. 

However,  purchase  in  London  last 
week  by  Leoni  Films  of  "Jamaica 
Inn,"  "Sidewalks  of  London,"  and 
"The  Beachcomber,"  indicated  that 
the  Italian  distribs.  will  buy  heavily 
in  England  and  France  if  American 
product  is  not  available. 


Ullman  Made  RKO  Producer; 
Donovan,  Pathe  News  V.-P. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

under  Ullman,  will  be  elected  vice- 
president.  Walton  Ament,  who  took 
over  the  editorial  duties  at  Pathe 
two  years  ago,  becomes  general  man- 
ager and  editor  of  Pathe  News.  Ned 
Depinet  continues  as  president. 

Ullman  has  been  general  manager 
of  Pathe  News  for  the  last  three 
years. 


Tax  Reduction  Bill  Before 

Kentucky's  Governor 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

interest  in  the  measure  due  to  the 
situation  created  by  GWTW.  The 
state  tax  adds  15  cents  to  the  $1.10 
top  for  the  pix.  Border  town  thea- 
ters especially  claim  the  levy  a  b.o. 
threat,  with  patronage  lost  to  houses 
in  other  states. 


Para,  to  Build  Exchanges 

in  St.  Louis  and  Memphis 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Olive  Street  in  St.  Louis,  while  the 
new  Memphis  branch  will  be  at  Sec- 
ond and  Talbot  Streets.  Paramount 
is  erecting  a  new  exchange  in  Salt 
Lake  City. 


Friday  Night  Store  Openings 
Expected  to  Aid  Wis.  Exhibs. 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — Latest  Wiscon- 
sin cities  to  follow  the  trend  toward 
Friday  night  store  openings  instead 
of  Saturday  include  Oshkosh  and 
Green  Bay.  Indications  are  that 
the  new  set-up  will  help  build  busi- 
ness for  the  theaters  on  Saturday 
nights,  since  people  will  do  their 
week-end  shopping  on  Fridays. 

Talk  Wilmington  Contract 

Wilmington— Local  B-94,  IATSE, 
is  discussing  a  contract  with  War- 
ners and  Loew's  circuits  operating 
here. 


%^'s  Giant  Sprite 
^foment  SpeciaU 

Clap  hands,  Exhibitors!  Here's  absolutely  and  unquestion- 
ably as  strong  an  A-time  property  as  you  can  ask  for!  The 
new  story  sensation  by  Louis  ('Rains  Came')  Bromfield  is  the 
Warner  showmanship  smash  that  wins  No.  1  Star  Honors  for 


ANN  SHERIDAN 

Making  all  the  promise  of  her  eyes  and  all 
the  lure  of  her  lips  at  last  come  true  in 


/A  \  Mflsf 


with 


JEFFREY  LYNN      , 
HUMPHREY  BOGART ' 

ZASU  PITTS. UNA  O'CONNOR 
JESSIE  BUSLEY'JOHN  LITEL 

Directed  by  LEWIS  SEILER 

Screen  Play  by  Michael  Fessier 
and  Lawrence  Kimble 
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equip! 

"OZONATOR"  THEATER 
ORDERS  BEING  FILLED 


Chicago  —  Local  headquarters  of 
the  Russell  Electric  Co.  are  filling 
large  scale  orders  for  its  practical, 
simple  ozone  generating  unit  to  be 
used  in  conjunction  with  electric 
fans.  This  attachment,  known  as  the 
"Ozonator,"  is  a  small  cylindrical 
unit  which  produces  its  effect  by  an 
electrical  discharge.  That  ozone  has 
exceptional  deordorizing  and  air 
freshening  qualities  has  long  been 
known  to  science. 

The  "Ozonator,"  which  is  only  6 
inches  long  by  3lA  inches  in  diameter 
and  weighs  only  SV2  pounds,  is  best 
adapted  to  use  with  large  circulating 
fans,  air  conditioning  units,  blowers, 
and  any  type  of  equipment  which 
permits  the  ozone  to  be  drawn  into 
the  air  stream  and  thoroughly 
diffused  throughout  the  area  treated, 
according   to   the   manufacturers. 


iVete  Signs  Keyed 

to  Technicolor 

Chicago — To  promote  the  ever-growing 
volume  of  Technicolor  films  being  shown 
over  the  circuit,  B  &  K's  electrical  de- 
partment, in  co-operation  with  White 
Way  Sign  experts,  has  evolved  a  new 
type  outdoor  sign  which  blends  light 
from  a  white  to  a  deep  red  in  co-ordi- 
nated lighting.  Neon  is  used  for  non- 
animated  sections  of  the  signs,  and  lamps 
for  the  animated  portions. 


(liegl  Bros.  Publishes 

New  Equipment  Bulletin 

Local  office  of  Kliegl  Bros,  an- 
nounces publication  of  "Bulletin  No. 
41"  containing  information  on  num- 
erous forms  of  lighting  equipment 
for  various  applications,  including 
architectural,  theatrical,  photogra- 
phic, decorative  and  commercial  pur- 
poses. Many  unusual  devices,  as 
well  as  common  forms  of  lighting 
fixtures  and  specialties,  are  included 
in  the  bulletin. 

The  new  bulletin  will  be  supplied 
gratis  to  those  requesting  it  from  the 
company. 


Al.  Tec  says 


The  sound  equipment  in  the  projection  room  of 
your  theatre  produces,  believe  it  or  not— a  "spec- 
trum." Nobody  can  hear  a  "spectrum,"  but  your 
Altec  engineer,  aided  by  his  exclusive  Altec 
instruments,  can  analyze  it  and  change  it.  The 
sound  your  patrons  hear  is  belter,  as  a  result. 


AL.TEC 


250  West  57th  Street,  New  York  City 
THE  SERVICE  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 


PHOTOPHONEDEVELOPS 
"FLUTTER  INDICATOR" 


Camden — RCA  Photophone  field 
engineers  are  being  equipped  with 
a  new  portable  test  instrument  which 
measures  the  amount  of  flutter 
present  in  film  theater  sound  repro- 
duction, it  is  announced  here  by  W. 
L.  Jones,  national  service  manager 
for  RCA  Mfg.  Co. 

The  new  "Flutter  Indicator"  indi- 
cates visually  the  amount  of  mechan- 
ical flutter  originating  in  the  projec- 
tor or  soundhead,  with  an  accuracy 
which  compares  favorably  with  that 
of  elaborate  instruments  used  in  re- 
cording studios  and  testing  labora- 
tories. It  was  developed  in  the  RCA 
laboratories  to  aid  projectionists  in 
the  presentation  of  high  quality 
sound  reproduction,  and  may  be  con- 
nected to  any  theater  sound  system. 

According  to  Jones,  flutter  in 
sound  reproducing  equipment  of 
older  design  has  always  been  a  prob- 
lem, and  becomes  more  acute  as 
parts  become  worn,  or  when  the 
mechanism  is  improperly  adjusted. 
The  new  test  instrument  will  be  a 
valuable  aid  to  field  engineers  in 
reducing  noisy  flutter  to  a  minimum 
with  an  accuracy  never  possible  be- 
fore. 


Lively  Use  by  Theaters 

of  Celotex's  Products 

Growing  popularity  of  Celotex  In- 
terior Finish  Products,  manufactured 
by  The  Celotex  Corp.,  of  Chicago,  is 
reported  by  that  company,  with  ref- 
erence to  the  film  theater  field.  Nu- 
merous new  houses  in  many  sections 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  remodeling 
operations,  have  recently  employed 
Celotex  products  of  various  kinds. 

In  the  instance  of  remodeling,  film 
house  interiors  can  be  attractively 
and  economically  transformed  by 
utilizing  Celotex  Plank  and  Tile, 
which  is  readily  applied  right  over 
old  walls.  Such  transformation  can 
be  accomplished  with  a  rapidity 
which  means  non-interference  with 
the  average  theater's  scheduled  per- 
formances, it  is  asserted. 


The  general  trend  of  prices  are  up- 
ward at  this  time,  especially  in  the 
steel  and  aluminum  field.  Wagner 
Sign  Service  states  that  in  keeping 
with  the  increased  prices  of  these 
raw  materials,  plus  the  use  of  Union 
Labor  generally,  they  for  one  are 
going  to  have  to  radically  reduce 
discounts  in  the  very  near  future. — 
Advt. 


■    EQUIPtfjZN 

The  New  Walt  Disnjio 

By  El 
Air-Conditioning  Enl,  < 

ONE  of  the  most  complex  ai  :. 
conditioning  problems  eve<  -. 
posed  has  been  solved  by  Gensr. 
Electric  technicians  collaborating 
closely  with  Walt  Disney  and  th  . 
latter's  chief  engineer,  William  Gar  -: 
ity.  The  result  is  the  first  complete  ■■ 
ly  air-conditioned  motion  pictu 
studio  in  the  world, — a  project 
which  is  nearing  completion  on  ■• 
51 -acre  tract  in  the  San  Fernand  \ 
Valley   near   Burbank,  California. 

In   characteristic  fashion,   Disne 
demanded  the  utmost  provision  fo  it 
the  health  and  comfort  of  his  en; 
ployes,   despite   complications   ere  n 
ated    by    the    need    for    unusual   I 
stringent  control  of  sound,  air  move  i 
ment,  temperature,  and  cleanliness 
In    the    Animation    Building    alon 
some  900  creative  artists  are  em  u 
ployed  at  exacting  tasks,  in   roori 
having  varying  exposures,  occupan 
cies,    and    internal    loads.       In    th 
Camera  Building,  cleanliness  of  th  f| 
highest   order   had   to  be  attained 
since  every  particle  of  dust  may  b  '" 
harmful    to    a    film.       Tremendou  n 
heat  loads  from  banked  studio  light 
had  to  be  disposed  of  without  th1  J 
creation  of  drafts.    There  were  or  f 
chestra  and  dialogue  stages  wher  lt 
air  requirements  had  to  be  adjusts  ;" 
to  one   person   or  a   hundred  witf  K 
equal  facility.    Fresh  air  intakes  ha  *™ 
to   be  guarded  against  bringing   ii  fj 
the  sound  of  airplane  motors  fror  : : 
the    nearby    Union    Air    Terminal ltei 
These  were  only  a  few  of  the  probj  "' 
lems.  u 

*  *  *  =. 

BASICALLY  of  the  central  plan  J 
type,  the  air-conditioning  equip  :.. 
ment  system  operates  with  hot  0 
cold  water  to  produce  specified  tern 
peratures.  A  natural  supply  of  67 
degree  underground  water  on  col 
days  pre-heats  the  entering  air,  an 
on   hot   days   pre-cools   it,   thereb 


lit 

ki 


Goodman  in  ONC  Post 

Detroit — M.  S.  Benaderet  has  lefl 
the    Outdoor    Neon    Corp.,    theate  P 
sign  company,  of  which  he  was  man  P 
ager,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  I 
Goodman. 
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taSTONE    ■ 

o  Nears  Completion 

fWES, 

%  General  Electric  Co. 

educing  materially  the  overall  op- 
erating cost.  Including  the  effect 
'Hf  both  the  natural  water  supply 
1  nd    the    refrigeration    equipment, 

he  total  tonnage  of  the  job  is  more 
a"han  1,400  with  approximately  1,300 
,efiiotor  horsepower  used  in  the  op- 
eration of  the  various  blowers,  water 
Circulating  and  refrigerating  ma- 
i  hines. 
id)  A   600-horsepower    GE    multiple 

ondensing  unit  plant,  highly  effi- 
e  ient  at  full  or  very  light  load,  sup- 
follies  refrigerated  water  for  summer 
irnir  conditioning  all  buildings  on  the 
it  entral  plant  lines.  In  air  cooling 
if  feet,  this  system  is  the  equivalent 
/f.-f  melting  1,200,000  pounds  of  ice 
is  ivery  24  hours. 
win  *         *         * 

N  the  winter  most  of  the  build- 
ings are  heated  by  air  condition- 
rs  receiving  their  heat  from  two 
entral  190  horsepower  boilers. 
)nly  the  smaller,  isolated  buildings 
ave  independent  air  conditioning 
rrangements  —  all  others  utilize 
eared  or  cooled  water  from  the 
ingle  source. 
Using  the  heating  or  cooling  ef- 
2ct  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
entral  plant,  individual  air  condi- 
oners  serve  each  building.  They 
ondition  the  air  at  a  single  point — 
r  at  several  load  centers — in  each 
uilding  and  in  most  cases  are  lo- 
afed in  the  basement.  From  the 
anditioners  the  air  is  conveyed  to 
ie  various  rooms  through  ducts.  In 
ie  winter  the  air  is  heated  to  the 
roper  temperature,  humidified  and 
irefully  cleaned.  It  is  kept  in  con- 
ant  motion  and  fresh  air  is  sup- 
lied  in  the  proper  proportion  (in 
Host  cases  100  per  cent  fresh  air 
57  [  used,  with  no  room  air  recircu- 
ted  back  into  the  rooms).  In 
immer  the  same  system  supplies 
loled,  dehumidified  air. 


Stone  To  Recondition 

lei  Milan,  O. — It  is  reported  that  the 
to  dreamland,  long  closed,  is  about  to 
Mft!  reconditioned   and  opened  under 

e    management    of   Ray    Stone    of 

.iron. 


FOAM  SPONGE  CREATES 
NEW  RUBBER  CUSHION 


One  of  the  outstanding  develop- 
ments in  film  theater  seating, — the 
relatively  recent  advent  of  "U.S." 
Royal  Foam  Sponge  Cushions, — is 
continuing  its  contribution  as  a  prac- 
tical asset  to  theater  operators  and 
to  the  greatly  increased  comfort  of 
patrons. 

Foam  Sponge,  manufactured  by 
the  United  States  Rubber  Co.  and 
marketed  by  its  Foam  Sponge  Divi- 
sion headquartering  in  Mishawaka, 
Ind.,  is  an  entirely  new  kind  of  rub- 
ber made  from  the  pure  milk  of  the 
rubber  trees  on  "U.S."  owned  plan- 
tations in  Sumatra.  This  milk  is 
whipped  up  into  a  creamy  foam,  then 
poured  into  special  moulds  and  vul- 
canized to  give  it  permanent  shape. 
It  is  made  up  of  millions  of  inter- 
connecting air  cells  which  allow  free 
ventilation. 

Just  as  projection  lighting  can 
spell  the  difference  between  eye-com- 
fort and  a  lack  of  that  essential,  so 
also  can  the  cushions  of  theater 
chairs  spell  the  difference  between 
true  physical  comfort  and  an  absence 
of  it.  Film  exhibitors  and  research 
engineers,  as  well  as  designers,  have 
long  recognized  the  importance  of 
the  theater  chair  cushion.  When 
comfort  is  lacking,  even  to  a  slight 
degree,  the  ability  of  the  patron  to 
enjoy  the  program  on  the  screen  is 
affected. 

According  to  film  circuit  and  ex- 
hibitor opinion,  based  upon  experi- 
ence derived  from  installations  in 
their  houses,  "U.S."  Royal  Foam 
Sponge  Cushions  not  only  offer  the 
utmost  in  comfort,  but,  in  addition, 
they  lead  to  important  savings  in 
space,  in  maintenance  cost,  in  trim- 
ming cost  and  in  weight. 

These  cushions  conform  gently  to 
the  shape  of  the  body  with  gentle, 
equal  pressure  at  every  point.  Irreg- 
ularities, such  as  buttons,  buckles, 
etc.,  are  absorbed  by  the  soft  yield- 
ing cushion  surface.  The  individual's 
weight  is  distributed  evenly.  The 
result  is  perfect  relaxation  for  every 
muscle  and  nerve,  it  is  pointed  out 
by  research  engineers,  and  exhibition 
channels  using  the  new  Foam  Sponge 
Cushions. 


New  Johnson  Catalogue 

New  Castle,  Pa.  —  The  Johnson 
Bronze  Co.  here  is  distributing  a  new 
1940  catalogue  whose  76  pages  deal 
with  Bearing  Bronze.  Many  new  sizes 
appear  in  the  augmented  Johnson 
Bronze  line,  company  officials  assert. 


Reseat  the  Wolverine 

Detroit  —  Wolverine  Theater, 
operated  by  Clare  Winnie,  is  being 
reseated  by  American  Seating  Co. 


"Oscar"  Immortalized 

Brundidge,  Ala. — New  F.  T.  McLendon 
Theater  here  is  reputedly  the  first  in 
the  U.  S.  to  employ  "Oscar,"  the  Aca- 
demy Award  figure,  for  marquee  design. 
House,  a  500-seafer,  is  the  15th  in  the 
McLendon  circuit.  Marquee  was  de- 
signed by   Leland   Smith   of  Opelika. 


U.  S.  Air  Conditioning  Corp. 
Institutes  New  Low  Prices 


New  low  prices  on  film  theater 
cooling  equipment  manufactured  by 
U.  S.  Air  Conditioning  Corp.,  of 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  have  been  in- 
stituted recently  by  the  company, 
which  is  one  of  the  pioneer  air  condi- 
tioning organizations,  having  served 
the  film  industry  for  the  past  16 
years,  and  which  has  effected  im- 
portant improvements  and  refine- 
ments in  this  vital  field  of  patron 
comfort. 

Among  the  examples  of  advanced 
engineering  are  the  company's  Arctic 
Nu-Air  Blower,  guaranteed  to  meet 
and  often  exceed  all  recognized  rat- 
ings; the  Kooler-Aire  Heat  Transfer 
Chamber  (Air  Washer),  designed  for 
maximum  cooling  results,  using 
water  of  varying  temperatures;  Dual 
Deflector,  developed  and  patented  by 
the  organization,  assuring  complete 
control  of  air  distribution;  Hydrau- 
lic Variable  Speed  Pulley,  remote 
control  type,  which  is  used  on  over 
6,000  Arctic  Nu-Air  Blowers;  and, 
the  Air  Velocity  Equalizer  and  At- 
mospheric Balancer. 


Warners  Will  Rebuild 

Burned  Bristol  House 


Warner  Bros.,  owners  and  lessees 
of  the  Bristol  (Conn.)  Theater,  re- 
cently destroyed  by  fire,  have  decided 
to  rebuild  the  house  and  have  in- 
structed John  Eberson,  film  theater 
architect,  to  prepare  plans  and  speci- 
fications. New  structure  is  to  be 
ready  for  occupancy  not  later  than 
July  1. 

Eberson  is  also  preparing  plans 
and  specifications  for  a  700-seat  fire- 
proof theater  to  be  erected  for  the 
account  of  Lloyd  J.  Wineland  on 
Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Other  current  Eberson  jobs  are 
for  the  Schine  Circuit,  Inc.,  which 
organization  has  ordered  plans  and 
specifications  for  a  new  1,135-seat 
house  to  be  built  in  Norwalk,  O.,  and 
for  a  new  theater  in  Easton,  Md. 


UMTIflMMI 

THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
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"GET  IT  FROM   NATIONAL" 


TREATED  LENSES  ADD 
TO  PICTURE  CLARITY 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — A  significant  improve- 
ment in  motion  picture  lenses  is 
formally  announced  here  by  the  op- 
tical division  of  the  Paramount  Stu- 
dio   engineering   department. 

Lens  manufacturers  for  years  have 
been  working  to  increase  the  speed 
of  photographic  objectives  without 
loss  of  quality,  and  it  was  thought 
that  the  present  lenses  had  reached 
the  peak  of  perfection.  By  a  new 
lens  treatment,  however,  it  is  found 
that  the  speed  has  been  practically 
doubled  and,  in  addition,  the  photo- 
graphic quality  greatly  improved. 

The  increase  in  definition,  in  re- 
solving power,  and  in  photographic 
brilliance,  along  with  an  increase  of 
28  per  cent  in  light  transmission 
have  produced  this  phenomenal  gain 
in  effective  speed. 

Treated  lenses  can  either  be 
stopped  down  to  gain  an  increase  in 
depth  of  field,  utilizing  present  levels 
of  set  illumination,  or  where  condi- 
tions warrant,  scenes  can  be  shot 
with  the  usual  stops  and  with  the 
illumination  correspondingly  reduced. 


C.  ROSS 

for 
MOTION   PICTURE 
LIGHTING  EQUIPMENT 

RENTALS: 

A  full  line  of  modern  equipment  to- 
gether with  a  staff  of  trained  men  to 
handle  any  job  large  or  small  any  time, 
anywhere.  Generator  trucks,  searchlights 
and  floodlights,  for  premieres  and  gen- 
eral   lighting  activities. 

SALES: 

Everything  in  the  line  of  equipment 
for  motion  picture  and  photographic 
studios. 

SERVICE: 

We  are  prepared  to  offer  the  finest 
service,  equipment  and  technical  advice 
obtainable  in  the  East.  Your  require- 
ments taken  care  of  to  the  last  minute 
detail. 

4s  Sole  Eastern  Distributors,  tee 
carry  the  full  and  complete  line 
of  equipment  manufactured  6y.— 

MOLE-RICHARDSON   CO. 

Hollywood,   California 
Incomparable   Lighting  Equipment 

Estimates   Cheerfully   Given 

Let   Us   Enlighten    You    On    Your 
Lighting    Problems 

CHARLES  ROSS,  INC. 

244-50   WEST   49th   ST.,    N.   Y.    C. 
Telephones:  Circle  6-5470-1-2 
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VIV  YOV  SAY 

HIGH  INTENSITY  LIGHT    J 
WITH  ONE  KILOWATT? 


© 


•  High  intensity  projection  light  at  a  power  consumption  of  approx- 
imately ONE  KILOWATT  at  the  arc  is  no  longer  a  dream.  New 
projection  lamps,  both  AC  and  DC,  are  now  on  the  market  which 
make  this  dream  a  reality. 

These  latest  developments  in  projection  light  equipment  give  the 
small  theatre,  with  screens  up  to  18  foot  width,  an  economical  source 
of  snow  while  projection  light,  a  high  level  of  screen  illumination  and 
perfect  color  projection. 

ASK  YOUR  DEALER  TO  SHOW  YOU  THESE  NEW  LAMPS 


OF  COURSE,  THEY  USE 

NATIONAL 

TRADE-MARK 

PROJECTOR   CARBONS 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 


Unit  of  Union  Carbide  [TTj  g  and  Carbon  Corporation 

Carbon   Sales    Division,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

GENERAL  OFFICES 

30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

BRANCH  SALES  OFFICES 

NewYork,  Pittsburgh,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


DO  NOT  REMOVE 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


V<jj<y  77.  NO.  54 


NEW  YORK,  MONDAY.  MARCH  18.  1940 


TEN  CENTS 


Universal  Reports  First  Quarter  Profit  of  $460,631 

COL.  TOjPURN  ANY  EQUJTY  SUIT  CONSENT  DECREE 

20th-Fox  to  Hold  Overseas  Conventions  Despite  War 


At    Least    Four    Planned    for 

Europe,  Others  in  South 

Amer.,  Australia 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  hold 
foreign  sales  conventions  on  an  am- 
bitious scale  this  year,  barring  un- 
foreseen developments  making  them 
impossible,  it  was  learned  at  the 
week-end. 

Conventions  abroad  are  planned 
for  London,  Paris,  Stockholm,  Buda- 
pest and  possibly  some  other  Eu- 
ropean spot  as  well  as  in  Australia 
and  South  America. 

Benjamin  Miggins,  European  man- 
aging director,   returns   to  his   post 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


20TH-F0X  MAY  MAKE 
TWO  IN  COLOR  IN  U.K. 


Sailing  Saturday  on  the  Rex  af- 
ter a  combined  vacation  and  business 
trip,  Robert  T.  Kane,  English  pro- 
duction head  for  20th-Fox,  announc- 
ed that  of  the  eight  pictures  on  his 
program  for  next  season,  one  has 
already  been  completed  and  the  sec- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Indies  Given  Week's  Time 
To  Raise  Soundmen's  Pay 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Independent  produc- 
ers have  been  notified  by  soundmen's 
Local  695  that  they  must  meet  the 
scale  being  paid  by  major  studios 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Start  Radio  Drive 
on  Neely  Bill  Mar.  27 

Industry's  radio  campaign  against  the 
Neely  Bill  will  get  under  way  March  27 
over  the  NBC  network.  Programs  are 
being  mapped  out  by  Howard  Dietz  and 
Barret  McCormick  and  details  will  be 
revealed  this  week.  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA, 
arranged  the  NBC  time.  Plan  is  to  go 
direct  to  the  public  to  solicit  forces 
against    the    block-booking    measure. 


GWTW  Hits  $15,000,000  in  Three  Months 

Cross  piled  up  by  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  as  of  last  night  hit  the  $15,000,000 
mark,  with  picture  completing  its  third  month  of  exhibition  yesterday.  Picture  has 
been  booked  into  1,104  theaters  in  982  cities  since  its  opening  in  Atlanta,  with  M-C-M 
announcing    new   dates    every   week. 


Minimum  of  Three  Historical  Action 
Features  on  Warner  1940-41  Program 


Virginia  City,  Nev.  —  Warners 
1940-41  lineup  will  include  a  mini- 
mum of  three  large-scale,  top-budget 
action  features  with  historical  back- 
grounds starring  Errol  Flynn,  Hal 
B.  Wallis,  the  Burbank  studio's  ex- 
ecutive producer,  disclosed  Saturday 
as  "Virginia  City"  had  a  dual  world 
premiere  here  and  in  adjacent  Reno. 

Wallis  said  that  the  decision 
stemmed  from  the  fact  that  "Dodge 


City"  last  season  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  best  grossers  in  the  company's 
history  and  the  studio's  anticipation 
that  the  current  picture  would  re- 
peat. Flynn  at  present  is  making 
"The  Sea  Hawk"  which  will  be 
either  a  late  Spring  or  summer  re- 
lease. 

Warners'    next    Western    special, 
however,  will  star  Randolph   Scott, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

Equity  Suit  Cost  to  Hit  $5,000,000 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL 


DOMESTIC 

EQUITY  SUIT:  Cost  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's equity  suit  is  seen  as  $5,- 
000,000  minimum.  Gov't's  intention 
to  take  depositions  on  West  Coast 
was  blocked  by  objection  of  majors. 
Columbia  revealed  its  fixed  indebted- 
ness at  $1,250,000.  Grad  Sears  for 
Warner  Bros.,  stated  that  WB  The- 


aters and  distribution  setup  operate 
separately  on  order  of  Harry  M. 
Warner. 

*        *        * 

DISNEY'S  "FANTASIA":  An- 
nouncement was  made  that  a  new 
type  of  screen  entertainment  would 
be  ready  for  release  about  October 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


V"  First  Quarter  Net  of  $460,631 
Gain  of  $312,641  Over  1939  Figure 


Tom  Mix  and  E.  B.  Derr 

Talking  Production  Deal 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  Tom  Mix  organi- 
zation   is    negotiating    with    E.    B. 
DeiT  to  join  it  as  a  producer  of  six 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Universal  Pictures'  first  quarter 
consolidated  net  earnings  amounted 
to  $460,631,  before  provision  for 
Federal  income  taxes  and  special 
amortization  adjustment  reserves,  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the 
board,  told  stockholders  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  Friday  in  Wilmington, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Company  Will  Insist  on  Fight 

to  a  Finish  in  Gov't's 

Action 

By  GEORGE  H.  MORRIS 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

As  if  in  answer  to  repeated  ru- 
mors that  a  consent  decree  would 
terminate  the  New  York  equity  ac- 
tion brought  by  the  Government, 
sources  close  to  Columbia  Pictures 
on  the  week-end  scuttled  virtually 
all  possibility  of  a  pre-trial  settle- 
ment by  that  means  by  asserting  un- 
equivocally that: 

(1)  Columbia  refuses  to  be  a 
party  to  a  consent  decree;  and 

(2)  that  the  organization  is  fixed 
in  its  determination  to  prevent  such 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

MOVE  T0ENDTR1PLES 

IN  CHI.  IN  PROSPECT 


Chicago — Aggravated    triple    fea- 
ture problem  is  giving  local  exhibs. 
serious    concern,    with    the    indica- 
tions that  a  determined  effort  short- 
( Continued  on  Page  8) 


500  Theaters,  Churches 

to  Show  "King  of  Kings" 

In  co-operation  with  theaters  and 
Churches  throughout  the  country, 
the  most  comprehensive  showing  of 
a  theatrical  film  under  Church  spon- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


"Virginia  City"  Rich 
in  Box-Office  Magic 

Virginia  City,  Nev. — The  box-office 
magic  of  a  dramatic  Civil  War  spy  ro- 
mance and  the  equally  potent  lusty  ac- 
tion of  a  Western  melodrama  are  fused 
in  a  way  to  gladden  the  showman's 
heart.  Picture  had  a  brilliantly  staged 
world  premiere  here  Saturday.  If  "Dodge 
City"  could  tum  the  trick  last  season 
— and  it  did — this  worthy  successor,  re- 
plete with  thrills  and  chills,  romantics 
and  heroics,  and  a  leavening  of  comedy, 
should  mop  up,  up  and  down  and  across 
the  country.  (For  full  review,  turn  to 
Page  4). 
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Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2!/2%) 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. . 

East.   Kodak   1 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.     Eq..  .  . 

Loew's,  Inc 

do  pfd 1 

Paramount    

Paramount    1st    pfd..  . 
Paramount    2nd    pfd. 

Pathe     Film     

RKO     

20th  Century-Fox    . . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 1 

Warner  Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK 
Keith  B.   F.  ref.  6s46. 
Loew's    deb.    3'/is46.1 
Para.     B'way    3s55... 

Para.   Picts.  6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3y4s47 

RKO  6s41    

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK 

Monogram   Picts 1 

Sonotone   Corp. 

Technicolor     

Trans-Lux     

Universal  Picts.    . 
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American  Seating  Co. 

Plans  to  Refund  Notes 


Chicago  —  The  American  Seating 
Co.  is  planning  to  refund  the  balance 
of  the  10-year  notes,  due  July  1, 
1946,  probably  by  private  placement 
with  insurance  companies,  it  is  re- 
ported. 

Warner  Bowlers  to  Compete 

Chicago  —  Warner  Theaters  will 
send  a  bowling  team  to  compete  in 
Detroit's  American  Bowling  Con- 
gress. 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture  and   Ditributor  Theater 

The   Grapes   of   Wrath    (Twentieth   Century-Fox)— 8th    week Rivoli 

Pinocchio    (RKO    Radio    Pictures-Walt    Disney)— 6th    week .Center 

Northwest   Passage    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) — 2nd   week Capitol 

Three  Cheers   for  the   Irish    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)— 2nd   week Strand 

The  Fight  for  Life   (U.  S.  Film  Service-Pare   Lorentz) — 2nd  week Belmont 

Young  Tom   Edison    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) Music   Hall 

My   Little   Chickadee    ( Universal    Pictures) • Roxy 

Road    to    Singapore    (Paramount    Pictures) Paramount 

The    Earl    of    Chicago    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) Criterion 

Millionaire   Playboy    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) Rjalto 

Castle   on   the   Hudson    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — 3rd   week Globe 

Hidden   Enemy    (Monogram   Pictures)    (a) Central 

Heroes   of   the   Saddle    (Republic    Pictures)    (a) ■ Central 

The   Outsider    (Alliance   Films) Little   Carnegie 

Abe   Lincoln   in   Illinois    (RKO  Radio   Pictures)    (a-b) Palace 

The   Blue   Bird    (20th   Century-Fox)    (a-b) Palace 

♦   TWO-A-DAY  RUNS    ♦ 

Gone  With  the  Wind   (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)— 14th  week Astor 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The   Human   Beast    (Juno   Films)— 5th   week 55th    St.    Playhouse 

The  Baker's  Wife   (The   Baker's  Wife  Co.)— 4th   week World 

The    Great    Light    (Esperia    Films) Cinecitta 

Harvest  (French  Cinema  Center)— 3rd  week   (b) 5th  Ave.  Playhouse 

Ahora  Seremos  Felices   (Chic  Films) 48th   St.  Theater 

♦   FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

The  House  Across  the  Bay    (United  Artists-Wanger) — March   21 Loew's   State 

It's    a    Date     (Universal     Pictures) — March    23 Rivoli 

Virginia    City    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — March    22 Strand 

Rebecca    (United  Artisfs-Selznick   International) — March  28 Music   Hall 

Broadway    Melody    of    1940    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) Capitol 

Black  Friday   (Universal  Pictures) — March  22 Rialto 

Dr.   Cyclops    (Paramount    Pictures) — April    4 Paramount 

Adventure   in   Diamonds    (Paramount   Pictures)    (c).. Criterion 

The    Primrose    Path    ( RKO    Radio    Pictures)     (c ) Roxy 

Texas  Stage  Coach   (Columbia  Pictures) — March  20  (a) Central 

American    Gang    Busters     (Times    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Dr.    Ehrlich's    Magic    Bullet    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)— Mar.    21     (a-b) Palace 

Viva  Cisco  Kid    (Twentieth  Century-Fox) — March   21    (a) Palace 

♦    Foreign    ♦ 

Pa  Kryss  Med  Albertina  (Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures) — March  22  (a).. 48th  St.  Theater 
Flickorna    Fran   Gamla    Stan    (Scandinavian   Talking    Pictures) — March    22    (a) 

48th  St.  Theater 
The  Life  of  Giuseppe  Verdi    (Esperia  Films)    (c) Cinecitta 

(a)    Dual   bill,     (b)    Subsequent   run.     (c)    Follows   current   bill. 


Scully  Funeral  Services 

Today  in  Brookline,  Mass. 

Boston— Funeral  services  will  be 
held  in  Brookline  today  for  Mrs. 
Mary  Scully,  mother  of  William  A. 
Scully,  Universal's  general  sales 
manager.  Interment  will  be  in  Cal- 
vary Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Scully,  who  died  Thursday 
night  after-  a  long  illness,  is  sur- 
vived by  two  other  sons  and  three 
daughters.  One  son,  John  Scully, 
is  Universal's  branch  manager  in 
Buffalo;  another,  Frank,  is  a  sales- 
man for  M-G-M  in  Washington.  A 
daughter,  Florence,  is  connected  with 
the  Universal  exchange  in  Boston. 


Three  Top  Bands  to  Play 

Successively  at  Chicago 

Chicago — B  &  K's  ace  Chicago  the- 
ater has  set  three  top  bands  for 
successive  weeks.  Horace  Heidt  will 
be  followed  by  Orrin  Tucker  and 
Bonnie  Baker,  the  latter  giving  way 
to  Wayne  King. 


First  Lady  Opposes  Film 

Censorship  in  Chi.  Talk 

Chicago  —  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
told  a  Civil  Liberties  League  audi- 
ence here  that  she  was  opposed  to 
film  censorship.  Picture  selection 
should  be  left  to  the  intelligence  of 
the.  people,  - 


34  College  Editors  Guests 
at  "Johnny  Apollo"  Preview 

Preview  of  "Johnny  Apollo"  was 
held  Friday  night  at  the  Victoria 
Theater,  Ossining,  by  20th-Fox  with 
some  34  editors  of  college  papers 
throughout  the  East  and  a  large 
group  of  newspapermen  present. 

Picture  was  thrown  on  the  screen 
without  any  previous  announcement 
and  it  received  a  fine  reaction  from 
the  crowd  in  the  theater. 

The  college  editors  were  guests 
of  20th-Fox  throughout  the  week- 
end, seeing  "Too  Many  Girls"  Sat- 
urday night.  Editors  were  quartered 
at  the  St.  Moritz,  where  a  dinner 
was  held  for  the  entire  group  mak- 
ing the  Ossining  trip  on  Friday 
night. 


Wired  Radio,  Inc.,  to  be 
Acquired  by  AMP  April  1 

Chicago  —  The  North  American 
Co.,  on  April  1,  will  transfer  to  the 
Associated  Music  Publishers,  Inc.,  all 
the  outstanding  capital  stock  of 
Wired  Radio,  Inc.,  a  subsidiary.  The 
AMP  will  retire  $500,000  of  preferred 
stock,  held  by  the  North  American 
Co.,  out  of  cash  proceeds  and  repay 
the  balance  of  the  North  American 
Co.  investment  from  royalties  out 
of  income. 


corninG  am  gomg 


BEN  MIGGINS,  continental  European  director 
for  20th-Fox,  sails  for  Europe  Saturday  on  the 
Conte    di    Savoia. 

ROBERT  T.  KANE,  English  production  head 
for  20th-Fox,  and  MRS.  KANE  sailed  fof  jpe 
Saturday   on    the    Rex.  r 

WILLIAM  C.  GEHRING,  20th-Fox  central 
division    manager,    is    vacationing    in    Florida. 

HERMAN   WOBBER   is   on   the  Coast. 

ADELA  ROGERS  ST.  JOHNS  arrives  in  Holly- 
wood   this    morning   from    New   York. 

CREGORY  LA  CAVA,  expects  to  leave  New 
York   for   the   Coast   shortly. 

JUDITH  ANDERSON,  having  completed  her 
role  in  "Rebecca"  for  S-l,  has  returned  to  New 
York. 

CLAUDE  RAINS  is  on  his  way  to  his  home  in 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  for  a  brief  vacation  follow- 
ing completion  of  his  role  in  Warners'  "Sea 
Hawk." 

WILLIAM  A.  BRADY  and  his  wife,  GRACE 
GEORGE,  are  due  in  New  York  tomorrow  from 
the  Coast. 

HERB  MaclNTYRE,  captain  of  RKO's  Depinet 
drive  forces,  HARRY  MICHALSON,  short  subject 
sales  manager,  and  ROBERT  E.  MOCHRIE,  South- 
ern district  manager,  will  meet  with  RKO  Mem- 
phis  exchange   men    tomorrow. 

FRANK  LLOYD,  JOSEPH  SKIRBALL  and  BERT 
GLENNON  are  scouting  locations  in  Santa  Cruz. 

M.  J.  SIGEL  leaves  the  Coast  tomorrow  for 
New    York. 

EDGAR  BERGEN,  "CHARLIE  McCARTHY"  and 
"MORTIMER  SNERD"  are  stopping  at  the  Essex 
House. 

RALPH  BRANTON,  president  of  the  Blank  Cir- 
cuit,   Des   Moines,    is   visiting   in   Hollywood. 

LINCOLN  DICKEY,  manager  for  Billy  Rose, 
is   in   Hollywood   looking  for  talent. 

RITA  HEYWORTH,  having  finished  her  role 
in  Metro's  "Susan  and  God,"  is  taking  a  short 
vacation    in    Mexico. 

ISIDOR  OSTRER  and  MRS.  OSTRER  are  guests 
at  the  Sherry  Netherland. 

HERBERT  WILCOX  returned  on  Friday  from 
Washington. 

HARRY  BRANDT  returned  from  Washington 
on   Friday. 

N.  NAPOLI,  head  of  Artkino  Pictures,  is  re- 
turning today  from  a  business  trip  to  Havana. 


Burns  Lead  to  Death 
of  Caldwell  H. 


Brown 


Zanesville,  O. — Caldwell  H.  Brown, 
55,  owner  of  five  theaters  died  Fri- 
day from  peritonitis  the  result  of 
injuries  when  a  book  of  matches 
burned  his  hand.  His  wife,  Frances, 
survives. 

Brown  was  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing independent  exhibitors  in  the 
state,  and  had  been  prominent  in 
ITO  of  Ohio  affairs,  serving  as  a 
director. 


Controller  and  certified  public  account- 
ant seeks  position  with  company  requir- 
ing expert  knowledge  of  motion  picture 
distribution  and  production.  Thoroughly 
grounded,  with  past  successful  achieve- 
ment in: 

Installation  of  systems 

Preparation  of  financial  reports  and 

budgets 

Taxes  in  all  its  phases 

Supervision  over  personnel 
Salary  secondary  to  desire  to  become  as- 
sociated with  progressive  organization. 
References  unexcelled.  Will  appreciate 
your  personal  interview.  Box  1601,  Film 
Daily,    1501    Broadway,   New  York   City. 
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OF  3  HISTORICAL  PIX 
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(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

seen  in  "Virginia  City"  with  Flynn 
and,.  Miriam  Hopkins;  it's  "Santa 
Fe^^nd  formerly  was  tentatively 
setlror  Flynn.  Michael  Curtiz  will 
direct  and  Robert  H.  Buckner  will  do 
the  story,  as  in  the  instance  of  "Vir- 
ginia City,"  which  will  be  nationally 
released   next    Saturday. 

The  dual  premiere  brought  more 
than  300  stars,  executives,  newspa- 
per and  magazine  writers  from  both 
West  and  East  here,  while  it  is  esti- 
mated the  visitors  attracted  doubled 
the  State's  population  for  the  day. 
Program  of  festivities  began  with 
the  arrival  of  an  18-car  special  at 
Reno  Saturday  morning,  and  in- 
cluded everything  from  a  parade  to 
NBC  and  Mutual  broadcasts  and 
from  a  basket  lunch  to  a  costume 
ball  in  the  State  House  auditorium. 

Local  premiere  was  Saturday  af- 
ternoon at  the  Virginia  City  The- 
ater; Reno  premiere  was  a  triple 
event,  the  picture  starting  at  the 
Wigwam,  Granada  and  Majestic  the- 
aters. 

Both  Coast  and  Eastern  contin- 
gents departed  yesterday.  The  for- 
mer, led  by  Jack  L.  Warner,  Hal 
Wallis  and  Charlie  Einfeld,  arrive 
in  Burbank  this  morning.  The  lat- 
ter, headed  by  Mort  Blumenstock, 
reach    New   York   tomorrow. 


Hamilton  Theaters  Reports 
a  Net  Profit  of  $48,195 

Montreal — Moderate  decline  is  in- 
dicated in  1939  earnings  of  Hamilton 
United  Theaters,  with  net  profit  of 
$48,195  compared  with  $54,453  in 
1938.  Operating  profit  before  de- 
preciation and  taxes,  stood  at  $73,- 
920,  compared  with  $77,167  a  year 
earlier. 

Dividend  on  the  6  per  cent  pre- 
ferred stock  called  for  $46,369,  with 
the  result  that  earned  surplus  was 
increased  from  $85,286  to  $87,188. 
Working  capital  position  became  less 
favorable.  Current  assets  of  $157,- 
273,  compared  with  current  liabili- 
ties of  $13,224,  leaving  working  cap- 
ital of  $144,049,  compared  with 
$167,702  a  year  earlier. 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

MARCH  18 

Robert  Donat 

Edward  Everett  Horton 

Betty  Compson 

Bartlett  Cormack 

Rosita  Moreno 


•  •      •     CERTAINLY  one  of  the  most  elaborate  symphonies  in  pix 

annals was  played  out  in  Nevada  this  past  week-end The 

oral  senses  of  Virginia  City  and  Reno  folks  must  still  be  echoing  with 

the  staccato  sounds set  up  by  a  huge   contingent  of  newspaper 

correspondents  who  were  on  hand  in  both  locales  to  cover  the  world 
debuts  of  Warners'  "Virginia  City" on  Sat'day  night This  al- 
most unprecedentedly  voluminous  playing  by  the  scribes  on  their  type- 
writer keys  in  behalf  of  the  WB  opus is  bound  to  have  far- 
reaching  effects ones,  in  fact,  which  obviously  transcend  in  im- 
portance the  mere  dissemination  of  spot  news The  benefits  from 

all  that  was  written  are  yet  to  emerge Exhibitors  throughout  the 

land  will  feel  the  fruitful  impact   when   they  play  "Virginia  City"  on 
their  screens ......  Further,  the  advantage  does  not  accrue  exclusively 

to  the  Messrs.  Warner  and  their  circuit  and  exhib.  customers In- 
deed, the  entire  industry  is  the  gainer  via  the  phenomenal  "Virginia 

City"   coverage in   that   it   sharply   boosts    public   interest   in   film 

entertainment 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     THE  Fourth  Estate  aces  who  clacked  their  typewriter 

keyboards  on  news,  features  and  captions  included: Whiteney 

Bolton;  Harry  Martin,  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal;  Jules  Buck, 
Modern  Screen;  Jack  Campbell,  Harrison  Carroll,  George  T.  Davis, 

W.  E.  Oliver  and  Jimmy  Starr,  all  of  the  L.  A.  Express. Doug 

Churchill  and  Voldemar  Vetluguin,  Redbook;  Frank  Condon,  Col- 
lier's; Robbin  Coons,  and  Dick  Strobel,  AP;  Harry  Crocker,  Dick 

Hannah  and  Lynn  Spencer,  L.  A.  Examiner James  F.  Crow, 

Harlan  Palmer,  L.  A.  Citizen-News;  Thornton  Delehanty,  N.  Y. 
Herald  Tribune;  Eric  Ergenbright,  Paul  Harrison,  NEA;  Harold 
Hefferman,  NANA;  William  Henry,  L.  D.  Hotchkiss,  Edwin  Schal- 
lert.  Lee  Shipley,  R.  T.  Van  Ettisch,  Guy  Stafford,  Sylvia  Weaver, 
Robert  White,  Read  Kendall,  of  the  L.  A.  Times;  Barney  Oldfield, 

Nebraska  State  Journal Ralph  Jordan,  INS;  Hubbard  Keavy, 

AP;  Gene  Lester,  Screenland;  Fred  Othman  and  Ron  Wagoner, 
UP;  Paul  Peters  and  Dick  Pollard,  Life;  Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia 
Record;  Charley  Rhodes,  Fawcett;  Elsie  Robinson;  Norman  Siegel, 

Cleveland  Press Leo  Simon,  Alfred  Wright,  Virginia  Wright, 

L.  A.  Daily  News;  Bob  Wallace,  Pic;  Gardiner  Mulvaney,  N.  Y. 
Post;  Elizabeth  Wilson,  Screenland;  Gene  Withers,  L.  A.  Herald- 
Express;  and  Buddy  Twiss  and  Robert  Redd,  NBC George 

Tucker,  AP;  Ira  Wolfert,  NANA;  Lucius  Beebe,  Herald  Tribune 

Syndicate;  Morris  Weiner,  The  New  Yorker Howard  Barnes, 

N.  Y.  Herald  Tribune;  Frank  Tinsley,  Reuters;  Andre  Peron, 
Havas  Agency;  Frank  Farrell,  World-Telegram 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  NOVELETTE: On  Thursday  this  corner  ups  and  at- 
tended a  screenin'  of  Republic's  "Forgotten  Girls" ......  in  the  com- 
pany's projection  room,  1776  B'way We  were  indignant  over  the 

sequence  which  depicted  attractive  and  blameless  111  Louise  Piatt  (the 

heroine) being  sentenced  to  five  years  by  a  heartless  judge 

The  entire  coterie  of  critics  present   at  the  screening,   gripped  by   the 

drama  of  it  all,  resented  the  misdirection  of  justice and  thought  the 

magistrate    a   worm Well,    stirred    to    the    quick,    we    returned    to 

our  desk and,  lo!,  the  telephone  rang A  voice,  feigning  in- 
dignation, said: "Thanks  for  sentencing  me  to  two  yeaTs!" 

'Twos  Prexy  Jimmy  Grainger  of  Republic  (of  all  the  coincidents,  seein' 
as  how  he  has  just  gotten  indignant  o'er  the  judge  in  his  company's 
projection  room) ......  Jimmy  explained  that  a  story  we  had  written  'bout 

him  the  previous  day wound  up  with  an  error:  "He  expects  to  re- 
main in  New  York  for  the  next  two  years" It  should  have  read: 

"two  weeks" So  we  feel  much  kindlier  now  toward  that  judge  who 

gave  Louis  Piatt  five  years  in  the  nlurn! 


1  NO  EQUITY  CONSENT 
DECREE  FOR  COLUMBIA 


(.Continued  from  Page   1) 

a  step  which  would,  it  is  contended, 
leave  not  only  Columbia  "holding 
the  bag,"  but  would  additionally, 
place  "two  other  defendant  film  com- 
panies in  the  same  dilemma." 

While  not  specifically  mentioned, 
the  two  companies  are  interpreted 
as  being  United  Artists  and  Univer- 
sal. 

Informing  channels  told  The 
Film  Daily  that  Columbia,  having 
been  brought  into  the  action  as  a 
defendant,  is  adamant  in  its  stand 
to  "see  the  equity  action  through  to 
a  finish." 

Evidence  as  to  how  strong  this 
determination  is  was  furnished  by 
the  added  assertion  that  Columbia 
will  exert  every  justifiable  effort  to 
stay  the  hands  of  other  defendants 
in  signing  a  consent  decree. 

For  several  months  past,  there 
have  been  periodic  rumors  that  the 
defendant  companies  were  weighing 
the  advisability  of  a  consent  decree, 
although  all  efforts  to  ascertain 
whether  such  a  course  has  been  ac- 
tually and  seriously  discussed  have 
uncovered  nothing  of  a  confirmatory 
nature.  On  the  Government  side, 
there  have  been  vigorous  denials. 


Universal  Seals  Its  Answers 
to  Government  Interrogatories 

Universal  Pictures  on  Friday 
filed  complete  answers  to  the  Gov- 
ernment's 59  interrogatories  in  the 
New  York  equity  suit.  Answers 
were  for  the  most  part  confidential 
and  were  withheld  from  inspection 
by  the  public.  A  copy  of  the  re- 
plies was  immediately  dispatched  to 
Washington  for  study  by  Govern- 
ment attorneys. 


RKO  Board  Elects 

Nolan  a  Vice-President 


At  the  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  RKO  Radio  Pictures, 
Inc.,  on  Thursday,  J.  J.  Nolan  was 
elected  vice-president  in  charge  of 
production  at  its  studios  in  Holly- 
wood. Announcement  was  made 
some  time  ago  that  Nolan  would  be 
elevated  to  this  position.  Recently 
he  has  been  assistant  to  George  J. 
Schaefer,  president. 


Bioff  Case  May  Go 

to  III.  High  Court 

Chicago — Ruling  by  Chief  Justice  Pry- 
stalski  in  Criminal  Court  here  Friday 
that  his  court  was  without  jurisdiction 
in  the  habeas  corpus  proceedings  insti- 
tuted by  William  Bioff,  IATSE  exec,  left 
only  two  avenues  open  for  Bioff's  escape 
from  serving  the  remainder  of  a  jail 
sentence  imposed  here  in  1922.  One 
is  a  pardon  by  Governor  Horner,  the 
second,  action  by  the  Illinois  Supreme 
Court.  Counsel  for  Bioff  was  granted 
until  March  25  to  file  a  brief  for  a 
Supreme  Court  hearing. 
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"Virginia  City" 

with  Errol  Flynn,  Miriam  Hopkins, 

Randolph  Scott 

Warners  121   Mins. 

DRAMATIC  CIVIL  WAR  SPY  ROMANCE 
COMBINED  WITH  WESTERN  MELODRA- 
MATIC ACTION  SHOULD  SCORE  DE- 
CISIVELY AT  BOX-OFFICE. 

The  box-office  magic  of  a  dramatic  Civil 
War  spy  romance  and  the  equally  potent 
lusty  action  of  a  Western  melodrama  are 
fused  in  "Virginia  City"  in  a  way  to  gladden 
the  showman's  heart.  If  "Dodge  City"  could 
turn  the  trick  last  season — and  it  did — this 
worthy  successor,  replete  with  thrills  and 
chills,  romantics  and  heroics,  and  a  leaven- 
ing of  comedy,  should  mop  up,  up  and  down 
and  across  the  country.  Robert  Buckner, 
who  conceived  the  original  screenplay,  and 
Michael  Curtiz,  who  cannily  directed,  tell 
the  story  in  bold  strokes  against  a  broad, 
expansive  canvas;  not  all  may  be  plausible, 
finesse  occasionally  may  be  brushed  aside, 
but  the  121  minutes  are  crammed  with  ex- 
citement and  entertainment.  And  while 
Virginia  City  looms  importantly,  the  authoi 
contrives  to  introduce  such  dramatic  back- 
grounds as  infamous  Libby  Prison,  the  office 
of  President  Jeff  Davis,  the  field  headquar- 
ters of  General  Meade,  the  covered  wagon 
trail  leading  from  Nevada  to  Texas  and 
even  the  White  House  where  Julia  Hayne 
(Miriam  Hopkins)  does  not  plead  in  vain 
for  the  life  of  Capt.  Kerry  Bradford  (Errol 
Flynn),  condemned  to  die  before  a  Union 
firing  squad.  The  story  starts  in  Libby 
Prison  where  Capt.  Vance  Irby,  CSA  (Ran- 
dolph Scott),  is  commandant,  and  Flynn,  a 
Union  intelligence  agent,  is  a  prisoner  with 
two  aides,  Alan  Hale  and  Guinn  Williams. 
To  Libby  from  Virginia  City,  a  strong  Union 
town,  comes  Miss  Hopkins.  Confederate 
sympathizers  there  have  $5,000,000  in  gold 
which  they  are  ready  to  give  to  the  Cause 
provided  Scott  will  undertake  the  task  of 
escorting  it  to  Richmond.  Jeff  Davis  (Charles 
Middleton)  assents.  Flynn  escapes,  suspects 
the  gold  plan,  and  undertakes  the  assign- 
ment of  blocking  it.  The  romantic  conflict 
naturally  involves  Miss  Hopkins,  Flynn  and 
Scott,  with  a  guerilla's  bullet  eliminating  the 
latter  as  the  gold-laden  caravan  crosses  the 
desert.  Flynn,  considering  that  it's  enough 
to  block  delivery  of  the  bullion  to  the 
South,  refuses  to  disclose  where  it  has  been 
cached  to  his  superiors,  and  is  court  mar- 
tialed,  convicted,  and  doomed.  Six  hours 
before  the  execution,  Lincoln  exercises  ex- 
ecutive clemency.  All  this  and  more — much 
more — is  woven  into  the  suspenseful  story. 
The  cast  is  glove-fitting,  from  the  three 
principals  down  the  line.  Film  has  been 
lavishly  mounted  and  on  the  production  side, 
it  ranks  with  Warners'  best.  Top-notch 
photography  is  enhanced  by  sepia  printing. 

CAST:  Errol  Flynn,  Miriam  Hopkins,  Ran- 
dolph Scott,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Frank  Mc- 
Hugh,  Alan  Hale,  Guinn  Williams,  John 
Litel,  Douglas  Dumbrille,  Moroni  Olsen,  Rus- 
sell Hicks,  Dickie  Jones,  Frank  Wilcox,  Rus- 
sell Simpson,  Victor  Kilian,  Charles  Middle- 
ton. 

CREDITS:  In  Charge  of  Production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B. 
Wallis;  Associate  Producer,  Robert  Fellows; 
Director,  Michael  Curtiz;  Original  Screen- 
play, Robert  Henry  Buckner;  Dialogue  Di- 
rector, Jo  Graham;  Assistant  Director,  Sherry 
Shourds;    Cameraman,    Sol    Polito;    Editor, 


"Primrose  Path" 

with  Ginger  Rogers,  Joel  McCrea, 

Marjorie  Rambeau 

RKO  93   Mins. 

ABSORBING  DRAMATIC  STORY  ABLY 
TRANSFERRED  FROM  STAGE  TO  SCREEN 
WITH  SPLENDID  CAST. 

Under  the  guiding  hand  of  Gregory 
La  Cava,  the  bitter  and  bawdy  story  and 
stage  play,  "Primrose  Path,"  has  been  deftly 
brought  to  the  screen.  Naturally,  the  orig- 
inal story  had  to  be  toned  down  to  make  it 
acceptable  for  the  screen  as  far  as  censor- 
ship was  concerned,  but  the  full  flavor  of 
the  story  has  been  artfully  retained  by 
La  Cava  and  Allan  Scott,  who  collaborated 
on  the  screenplay.  The  characters  are  real- 
istic, the  backgrounds  are  typical  and  the 
action  is  honest  without  any  phoney  the- 
atrics. Exhibitors  have  a  full  house  of 
names  to  exploit  with  La  Cava  well  known 
as  a  director  and  Ginger  Rogers  and  Joel 
McCrea  both  top  box-office  draws.  As  for 
the  cast,  everycjte  in  it  without  exception 
is  excellent.  MTss  Rogers  gives  a  splendid 
characterization  as  the  young  girl  who 
wants  to  escape  from  her  family  and  sur- 
roundings even  though  she  truly  is  fond  of 
them.  McCrea  ably  fills  the  bill  as  the 
fresh  young  waterfront  filling  station  and 
hamburger  stand  attendant.  Notable  per- 
formances are  turned  in  by  Miles  Mandei 
and  Queenie  Vassar  as  the  drunken  father 
and  harridan  grandmother  of  Ginger.  Mar- 
jorie Rambeau  is  splendid  as  the  fly-by- 
night  mother  who  tries  to  take  care  of  her 
family,  but  has  to  do  it  the  hard  way  in 
order  to  keep  them  fed.  Joan  Carroll  as 
the  little  sister  also  deserves  special  praise 
for  a  nice  job,  and  Henry  Travers  does  a 
grand  bit.  La  Cava,  in  being  faced  with 
the  task  of  cleaning  up  the  story  and  still 
making  it  real,  rates  applause  for  a  work- 
manlike job  that  leaves  nothing  to  be  de- 
sired. The  only  sop  thrown  to  the  public 
is  a  happy  ending,  with  this  and  identity 
changes  the  only  differences  from  the  orig- 
inal story,  but  they  are  done  smoothly  and 
neatly.  In  brief,  Ginger  meets  McCrea, 
falls  in  love  and  marries  him.  Later,  after 
lying  about  her  family,  she  introduces 
McCrea  and  he  leaves  her  flat.  However, 
after  her  mother  has  died  and  she  is  also 
about  to  tread  the  primrose  path,  McCrea 
stops  her  before  it  is  too  late  and  life  foi 
them  all  is  on  the  upbeat. 

CAST:  Ginger  Rogers,  Joel  McCrea,  Mar- 
jorie Rambeau,  Miles  Mander,  Queenie  Vas- 
sar, Henry  Travers,  Joan  Carroll,  Vivienne 
Osborne,  Carmen  Morales,  Charlie  Williams. 

CREDITS:  Producer  and  Director,  Gregory 
La  Cava;  Screenplay,  Gregory  La  Cava  and 
Allan  Scott;  From  the  play  by  Robert  L 
Buckner  and  Walter  Hart  as  presented  by 
George  Abbott;  Cameraman,  Joseph  H. 
August;  Editor,  William  Hamilton. 

DIRECTION,  Tops.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Fine. 


Saunders  Rites  Held 

Evington,  Va. — Funeral  rites  for 
John  Monk  Saunders  were  held  here 
Saturday.  Memorial  services  were 
held   in   Hollywood   coincidently. 


George  Amy;  Special  Effects,  H.  F.  Koene- 
kamp. 

DIRECTION,    Expert.      PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


"The  Fight  for  Life" 

with  Myron  McCormick,  Storrs  Haynes, 

Will  Geer,  Dudley  Digges 

U.  S.  Film  Service  69  Mins. 

SPLENDIDLY  CONCEIVED  SEMI-DOCU- 
MENTARY FILM  PRESENTS  AN  ELO- 
QUENT STORY  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRO- 
FESSION'S FIGHT  TO  PRESERVE  LIFE. 

Unusual  in  theme  as  far  as  film  fare 
goes,  splendidly  conceived  and  executed  on 
the  screen,  the  latest  production  of  Pare 
Lorentz  for  the  Government  is  equally  as 
fine  as  previous  pictures  he  has  made 
in  every  respect.  Although  the  picture  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  classified  as  entertainment, 
it  nevertheless  is  intensely  absorbing  from 
beginning  to  end  as  it  presents  a  definite 
story  in  a  factual  as  well  as  theatrical  fash- 
ion, the  two  component  parts  being  cleverly 
blended.  The  story  itself  is  the  factual 
story  of  the  search  of  a  young  doctor  for 
more  and  more  knowledge,  driven  in  this 
search  by  the  thought  that  a  patient  he  lost 
in  a  childbirth  case  might  have  been  saved 
by  some  knowledge  which  he  did  not  have 
although  his  training  was  thorough.  The  the- 
atrical element  is  present  in  the  form  of 
actors  employed  in  the  picture,  and  subtle 
drama  that  is  definitely  dramatic  but  never 
too  obvious  as  it  fits  naturally  in  place. 
Written,  produced  and  directed  by  Lorentz, 
the  picture  has  been  deftly  done  from  start 
to  finish.  Myron  McCormick  is  fine  as  the 
young  interne  driven  to  seek  further  knowl- 
edge, and  Storrs  Haynes  and  Will  Geer  ably 
fill  the  roles  of  teachers  in  a  maternity  clinic 
in  the  Chicago  slums  where  McCormick 
goes  in  his  quest  for  learning.  Dudley 
Digges  is  impressive  as  the  doctor  that 
advises  him  to  make  this  move,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  cast  fill  their  roles  ably. 
The  picture  is  grim,  never  humorous,  but 
at  all  times  true  to  life  as  it  shows  ma- 
ternity the  hard  way  under  unfavorable 
conditions  in  slum  areas.  A  fine  musical 
score  by  Louis  Gruenberg  deserves  mention. 
The  picture  is  based  on  material  in  a  book 
by  Paul  de  Kruif. 

CAST:  Myron  McCormick,  Storrs  Haynes, 
Will  Geer,  Dudley  Digges,  Dorothy  Adams, 
Dorothy    Urban,   Effie   Anderson. 

CREDITS:  Produced,  Written  and  Directed 
by  Pare  Lorentz;  Associate  Producers,  Eliza- 
beth Meyer  and  Tommy  Atkins;  Based  on 
material  in  a  book  by  Paul  de  Kruif;  Cam- 
eraman, Floyd  Crosby;  Musical  Score,  Louis 
Gruenberg. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


"Pinocchio"  Opens  Today 

London's  New  Gallery 


in 


London  (By  Cable)  —  "Pinocchio" 
opens  today  at  the  New  Gallery  The- 
ater for  an  indefinite  run;  it's  the 
first  foreign  booking  of  the  Disney 
feature.  "Snow  White"  ran  36  weeks 
in  the  same  house. 


Holden  for  "Arizona" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — William  Holden  has 
been  selected  to  play  the  male  lead 
role  opposite  Jean  Arthur  in  Colum- 
bia's  new  feature,   "Arizona." 


"Broken  Strings" 

with   Clarence   Muse,  Cyril  Lewis, 

William  Washington 

Int.   Road   Shows-Borden  6/\  Mins. 

DIFFERENT  TYPE  OF  ALLEGRO 
STORY  PITS  SWING  MUSIC  AGAINST 
THE  CLASSICS. 

This  all-negro  picture  is  quite  different 
from  most  of  the  product  that  has  been 
made  lately  for  the  colored  market.  Where- 
as most  of  the  other  productions  have  been 
mysteries,  action  melodramas,  gangster,  or 
westerns,  this  one  is  primarily  drama  with 
incidental  music.  As  conceived  the  piece 
carries  a  fair  degree  of  heart  or  emotion. 
Considering  the  fact  that  it  was  made  on 
the  independent  type  of  budget,  it  is  reas- 
onably well  handled.  With  the  story  con- 
cerning the  relative  merits  of  swing  music 
as  compared  to  the  classics,  the  picture 
should  appeal  to  the  audiences  for  which 
it  was  meant,  for  the  negroes  seem  to 
like  their  swing,  and  swing  does  emerge 
victorious.  Clarence  Muse  heads  a  capable 
cost.  L.  C.  Borden  produced,  Bernard  B. 
Ray  directed,  with  Carl  Krusda  doing  the 
continuity  and  dialogue.  As  for  plot,  Clar- 
ence Muse  is  a  well-known  violinist.  In 
an  accident  he  hurts  the  fingers  on  his 
left  hand,  making  it  impossible  for  him  to 
play.  A  devotee  of  the  classics,  swing 
grates  his  ears.  His  son,  William  Wash- 
.ngton,  too,  has  the  soul  of  a  true  artist, 
and  although  he  does  well  enough  with  the 
classics,  his  heart  is  in  swing.  Needing 
money,  the  boy  enters  a  contest  where  he 
is  about  to  play  a  classical  number.  His 
violin  has  been  tampered  with  by  another 
contestant  and  when  two  strings  break, 
the  boy  is  forced  to  play  swing.  The 
father  unwittingly  applauds  his  son  and  in 
doing  so  causes  his  injured  fingers  to  move 
again,  thereby  regaining  his  playing  ability. 

CAST:  Clarence  Muse,  Cyril  Lewis,  Wil- 
liam Washington,  Tommie  Moore,  Sty- 
mie Beard,  Pete  Webster,  Eddie  Thompson, 
Buck  Woods,  Jesse  Lee  Brooks,  Darry  Jones, 
Earl  Morris,  Steavens  Sisters,  Alec  Car- 
penter. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  L.  C.  Borden;  Di- 
rector, Bernard  B.  Ray;  Production  Man- 
ager, Bobby  Ray;  Author,  Bernard  B.  Ray; 
Screenplay,  Carl  Krusada;  Additional  Dia- 
logue, Clarence  Muse  and  Dave  Arlen; 
Cameraman,  Max  Stengler;  Art  Director, 
Fred  Preble;  Editor,  Freddie  Bain;  Music 
arrangements,  Alec  Carpenter. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Court  Reserves  Decision 

in  Action  Against  Lloyd 


Decision  was  reserved  on  Friday 
by  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard  after  trial  of  the  plagiarism 
suit  of  Lowell  Brentano  and  George 
Rapp  against  Harold  Lloyd  and 
Harold  Lloyd  Corp.  Lloyd  testified 
personally  in  the  suit  which  claimed 
infringement  of  plaintiff's  work, 
"Greek  to  You,"  in  the  film  "Profes- 
sor, Beware."  Judge  Goddard  saw 
the  film  at  the  Paramount  offices. 


THE  AMAZING  STORY  OF  A  GIRL  WHO 
DIDN'T  KNOW  A  THING  ABOUT  MEN... 


...of  a  mother  who  knew  too 
much . . .  and  of  a  youth  who 
learned  that  there  s  more  to 
life  than  a  "love-'em-an-leave- 
'em"  attitude! . .  Screened  for 
your  BOX  OFFICE  from  the 
play  that  ran  for  twenty  sen- 
sational weeks  on  Broadway. 
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20TH-F0X  MAY  MAKE 
TWO  IN  COLOR  IN  U.K. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ond  is  in  work.  Four  of  the  eight 
pictures    will    be    distributed    here. 

^  -,sibilities  for  the  program,  in 
ad Tion  to  "Gestapo,"  completed; 
and  "The  Girl  is  News,"  in  work; 
are  "Rob  Roy,"  "Grand  National," 
"Tramp  Steamer,"  "Libre  Belgique," 
"Mademoiselle  From  Piccadilly." 
"Hangman's  House"  and  an  Inspec- 
tor Hornleigh  story.  Tentative  plans 
call  for  two  of  these  pictures  to  be  in 
Technicolor,  with  final  determina- 
tion pending  on  European  conditions 
in  the  spring.  Likely  color  selec- 
tions are  "Rob  Roy"  and  "Grand 
National." 

Mrs.  Kane  accompanied  him. 

Five  of  20th-Fox  Hollywood 
Productions  May  be  in  Color 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — In  addition  to  the  two 
proposed  Technicolor  features  to  be 
made  in  England  for  1940-41,  20th- 
Fox  will  have  at  least  three  and  pos- 
sibly five  in  color  to  be  made  here. 
Set  are  "The  Great  Commandment," 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  and  "The 
Return  of  Frank  James."  Possi- 
bilities are  "Song  of  the  Island"  and 
"Rip  Van  Winkle." 

Both  "The  Great  Commandment" 
and  "Down  Argentine  Way"  will  go 
before  the  cameras  by  April  1;  other 
1940-41  specials  to  start  at  the 
same  time  are  "Young  People" 
(Shirley  Temple);  "Shadows  in  the 
Snow,"  (Sonja  Henie)  and  "Public 
Deb.  No.  1." 


Andy 


Smith  Division  Leads 

RKO  Radio's  Eastern  division 
headed  by  Andy  Smith,  is  leading 
the  Western  division  headed  by  Cres- 
son  E.  Smith  in  the  second  week  of 
the  current  "Smith  Month."  The 
Toronto  exchange  tops  the  38 
branches  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  for  number  of  film  ship- 
ments of  Smith  Month  to  date.  The 
Canadian  district,  L.  M.  Devaney, 
manager,  leads  the  eight  districts 
of  the  two  countries. 


37  "Grapes"  Holdovers 

Holdovers  on  "The  Grapes  Of 
Wrath"  were  reported  by  20th-Fox 
at  the  week-end  in  37  situations. 
Additionally  a  number  of  move  overs 
were  also  reported. 

FPC  Sets  Dividend 

Montreal  —  Directors  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  Friday  de- 
clared a  regular  quarterly  dividend 
of  25  cents  per  share  payable  March 
30  to  stockholders  of  record  March 
20. 


Gatelee  as  Exhib, 

Springfield,  Mass. — John  F.  Gatelee, 
IATSE  exec,  and  State  labor  leader,  is 
turning  exhib.  With  Owen  M.  Holmes, 
projectionist,  Gatelee  is  reportel  to  have 
leased  a  site  for  a  450-car  drive-in  the- 
ater at  East  Greenbush,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
suburb. 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

Equity  Suit  Cost  to  Hit  $5,000,000 
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by  Walt  Disney,  secrecy  being  main- 
tained as  to  nature  of  the  "new"  en- 
tertainment. Application  for  $4,000,- 
000  stock  issue  filed  with  SEC  re- 
vealed that  the  Disney  family  would 
keep  control  of  the  company. 
*         *         * 

PRODUCTION:  Para,  signed 
Frederic  March  for  Conrad's  "Vic- 
tory," and  pacted  Charles  Boyer  for 
two  films,  first  to  be  "The  Golden 
Door"  .  .  .  Jesse  L.  Lasky  set  a  $2,- 
000,000  budget  for  his  independent 
film,  "The  Life  of  Sergeant  York" 
(ex-"Argonne  Forest")  .  .  .  Warners 
started  filming  of  "Brother  Orchid" 
with  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Ann  Soth- 
ern  and  Humphrey  Bogart  .  .  .  Wal- 
ter Wanger  put  Vincent  Sheean's 
"Personal  History"  before  the  cam- 
eras, with  Joel  McCrea  starred  .  .  . 
Lee  Garmes  arrived  in  New  York 
to  cut  his  first  production  for  RKO, 
"Beyond  Tomorrow"  .  .  .  20th-Fox 
assigned  Linda  Darnell  to  role  oppo- 
site Tyrone  Power  in  "The  Great 
Commandment"  .  .  .  Para,  started 
work  on  Cecil  B.  DeMille's  "North 


West  Mounted  Police,"  starring  Gary 
Cooper  and  Madeleine   Carrol. 
*         *         * 

THIS  AND  THAT:  Week's  deaths 
included  J.  E.  D.  "Jack"  Meador, 
Phil  Lonergan  and  John  Monk 
Saunders  .  .  .  RCA  preparing  to  open 
tele  stations  in  Philly,  Chicago  and 
Washington,  with  eventual  national 
network  in  view  .  .  .  Fine  Arts  leased 
GN  studios  in  Hollywood  and  an- 
nounced 26  pix  for  1940-41  .  .  .  Sam- 
uel Bronston  Productions  organized 
on  Coast  with  capital  of  $1,000,000 
and  major  release  arranged  ...  At 
week's  beginning  "GWTW"  gross 
intake  was  $13,587,000  .  .  .  Rumored 
that  Chaplin's  new  film  would  open 
simultaneously  at  two  New  York 
thaters  .  .  .  Frederic  Ullman,  jr., 
was  made  an  RKO  producer,  and 
Frank  Donovan  v.-p.  of  Pathe  News 
.  .  .  In  address  at  Princeton  Will  H. 
Hays  stated  that  300,000  pix  indus- 
try employes  earn  $369,000,000  .  .  . 
Wave  of  re-makes  in  Hollywood  to 
continue  .  .  .  Earl  J.  Hudson  made 
prexy  of  United  Detroit  Theaters. 


Midwest  Theaters  Amends 
Complaint  for  Second  Time 

Detroit — Second  amended  bill  of 
complaint  has  been  prepared  by  at- 
torneys for  Midwest  Theaters  in  its 
suit  against  Co-operative  Theaters, 
giving  more  detailed  causes  of  the 
complaints  generally  summarized  as 
"conspiring"  and  resulting  in  al- 
leged film  booking  difficulties.  Time 
limits  on  the  complaints  were  speci- 
fied in  the  amendments. 

In  addition,  the  bill  now  states  four 
picturs  on  which  it  is  claimed  the 
plaintiff  was  compelled  "to  pay  larg- 
er sums  of  money  for  the  same  ser- 
vice than  its  competitors"  as  "Stand 
Up  and  Fight,"  "Boys'  Town," 
"Hardys  Ride  High,"  and  "Wizard 
of  Oz." 

Alleged  damages  of  $200,000  were 
specified  as  profits  the  plaintiff  would 
have  had  by  increased  attendance 
"if  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  the 
good  product,"  and  reimbursements 
for  excess  payments  paid  because  of 
"the  unlawful  acts  of  the  defend- 
ants." 


Song  Decision  Pending 

Federal  Judge  Edward  Conger  on 
Friday  reserved  decision  after  trial 
of  the  song  infringement  suit  of 
Thornton  W.  Allen  against  Walt 
Disney  Productions,  Ltd.,  RKC^  Ra- 
dio Pictures  and  Irving  Berlin7  Inc. 

Plaintiff  claimed  plagiarism  of  his 
song,  "Old  Eli  March,"  by  "Some 
Day  My  Prince  Will  Come,"  sung  in 
"Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs." 


Columbia  Signs  Holden 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  William  Holden  has 
been  signed  by  Columbia  to  play  op- 
posite Jean  Parker  in  Wesley  Rug- 
gles'  production  of  "Arizona." 


Fidler  Doubts  His  Radio 
Show  Hurts  Film  Industry 

Injury  to  the  industry  because  of 
his  broadcasts  is  very  doubtful  in 
the  opinion  of  Jimmy  Fidler,  radio 
commentator,  who  is  heading  the 
stage  show  at  Loew's  State,  Broad- 
way. Fidler  said  there  is  no  tangible 
evidence  that  theaters  are  hurt  due 
to   his  reviews  and   criticism. 

In  fact,  Fidler  stated,  many  ex- 
hibitors have  written  him  that  busi- 
ness has  been  helped  by  his  "three 
bell"  and  "four  bell"  designations. 
Pictures  getting  "one  bell,"  he  said, 
usually  are  Class  "B"  productions 
for  the  second  half  of  double  bills, 
adding  that  he  did  not  believe  the 
public  generally  remembered  how 
he  rated  such  product. 

Fidler  said  he  believed  Harry 
Brandt  was  a  "smart  showman"  but 
that  he  was  all  wrong  when  he  is- 
sued his  "poison  at  the  box-office" 
statement.  He  said  that  Hollywood 
was  laughing  at  the  incident  inas- 
much as  Brandt's  "poison  players" 
were  proving  to  be  box-office  draws. 

Fidler's  progTam  for  Drene  goes 
off  the  air  April  23  but  he  expects 
to  continue  his  broadcasts  for  an- 
other sponsor. 


Terry  Plans  Color  2-Reeler 

Plans  are  being  discussed  by  Ter- 
rytoon  producer  Paul  Terry  for  a 
two-reel  cartoon  in  Technicolor  for 
the  program  he  will  deliver  to  20th- 
Fox  for  distribution  next  season,  it 
was  learned  at  the  week-end.  This 
venture,  if  it  is  carried  through, 
would  mark  the  first  venture  of 
Terry  in  the  color  field  over  the 
standard  one-reel  length,  it  was 
said. 


T  FIRST  QUARTER 
PROFIT  $460,631 
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Del.  The  figure  represents  earnings 
in  the  13  weeks  ended  Jan.  2~7.  A 
gain  of  $312,641,  this  compares  with 
a  net  of  $157,990  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  the  preceding  fiscal 
year. 

All  directors  of  the  company  were 
re-elected  at  the  meeting. 

The  parent  company,  Universal 
Corp.,  reported  a  profit  of  $999,110 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Oct.  28, 
1939,  at  the  annual  meeting  last 
Wednesday. 

The  stockholders  were  told  by 
Cowdin  that  the  ratio  of  Univer- 
sale domestic  income  to  its  foreign 
receipts  was  rising  and  that  con- 
tinuation of  this  trend  would  make 
it  desirable  to  adjust  its  amortiza- 
tion tables  for  film  costs.  In  an- 
ticipation of  such  a  change,  Cowdin 
said,  the  company  had  set  aside  $5,- 
000  a  week  in  a  special  amortization 
reserve  since  the  start  of  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year.  After  deducting 
such  reserves  for  the  period,  net 
earnings  for  the  quarter,  before  Fed- 
eral income  taxes,  were  $395,631. 

Despite  war  conditions,  Cowdin 
said,  foreign  revenues  were  holding 
up  well. 

Re-elected  directors  were  Cowdin, 
Nate  Blumberg,  Daniel  Sheaffer,  Ot- 
tavio  Prochet,  Paul  Brown,  William 
Freiday,  Daniel  Collins,  Willis  Tay- 
lor, Jr.,  Samuel  Posen,  J.  Dabney 
Penick,  Preston  Davis,  Charles 
Prutzman  and  Budd  Rogers.  Board 
will   re-elect   officers   Apr.  4. 


Jack  Kirsch  Again  Heads 

III.  Allied  for  3  Years 


Chicago  —  Jack  Kirsch  was  re- 
elected prexy  of  Illinois  Allied  for 
a  three-year  term  at  the  annual 
convention  here  Friday. 

Van  Nomikos  was  named  vice- 
president,  Richard  Salkin,  of  Jack- 
son Park  theater  was  elected  secre- 
tary-treasurer. Nat  Wolf  of  the 
Lane  Court  theater  was  added  to  the 
board  of  directors.  Date  for  the  Na- 
tional Allied  Convention  will  be  set 
later. 


Indies  Given  Week's  Time 
To  Raise  Soundmen's  Pay 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  grant  their  soundmen  same  hours 
and  working  conditions. 

It  is  understood  the  independents 
have  been  given  a  week's  time  in 
which  to  comply  with  this  ultimatum. 


20th-Fox  War  Heroine 

When  the  steamer  carrying  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox's accounting  books  was  sunk 
while  en  route  from  Finland  to  Sweden, 
Mrs.  Ragnhild  Troupp,  cashier  of  the 
Helsinki  office,  returned  from  Stockholm 
to  Finland  in  order  to  open  a  new  set 
of  books,  risking  her  life  to  do  the  job. 
This  was  learned  from  letters  reaching 
the  home  office  from  Europe.  Last 
minute  news  reported  that  the  20th-Fox 
branch  was  returning  to  normalcy,  fol- 
lowing the  end  of  the  war  with  Russia. 
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MOVE  TO  END  TRIPLES 
IN  CHI,  IN  PROSPECT 
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ly  will  be  made  to  wipe  out  the  mul- 
tiple feature  evil. 

Latest  twist  to  the  triple  situation 
is  provided  by  several  operators  who 
have  substituted  triples  for  doubles, 
but  with  changes  re-arranged  so  that 
there  is  a  cut  or  no  increase  in  the 
number  of  films  played  in  the  given 
week. 

Howard  theater  (Newell  &  Ret- 
chin)  is  playing  its  triple  program, 
for  a  full  week;  house  previously 
used  duals,  changing  twice.  Revue 
and  Admiral  theaters  (GCS)  in- 
stead of  changing  duals  tlvree  times 
a  week  now  plays  triples,  with  two 
changes. 

Meltzer  Bros,  are  tripling  at  the 
Milford  and  Rivoli  theaters,  Oscar 
Brotman  at  the  Avaloe,  while  the 
Essaness  circuit  is  using  triples  at 
the  North  Center,  Davis,  Buckingham 
and  occasionally  in  other  houses. 
B  &  K  is  now  using  triples  in  the 
Belmont,  Crystal  and  Biltmore  the- 
aters, with  the  latter  two  also  using 
premiums.  Several  independents 
similarly  use  premiums  with  triples. 
The  Byrn  Mawr  theater  and  several 
Gollos  Bros,  circuit  houses  are  using 
triples. 


WBC  Picks  "King  of  Kings,"  "Cloistered" 

as  Film  Features  for  Holy  Week  Telecasts 

NBC  will  televise  Cecil  B.  DeMille's  "King  of  Kings"  and  "Cloistered,"  film  record 
of  convent  life,  as  Holy  Week  features.  Former  will  provide  an  Easter  Sunday  matinee 
program,  the  latter,  Cood  Friday's  matinee  feature.  Two  other  feature  films  are  on 
the  week's  lineup  for  Station  W2XBS;  French  pix,  "End  of  a  Day,"  will  be  televised 
Wednesday  afternoon,  "The  Adventures  of  Chico,"  Saturday  afternoon.  NBC  will  tele- 
vise both   Protestant  and  Catholic  services  Easter. 


Tom  Mix  and  E.  B.  Derr 

Talking  Production  Deal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

outdoor  pictures  which  are  to  star 
Mix  and  which  will  have  South 
American  backgrounds. 

It  is  planned  to  make  two  series 
of  three   pictures   each. 

Reade  Sues  for  $150,000 
Charging  Contract  Broken 

Walter  Reade  filed  suit  on  Friday 
in  New  York  Supreme  Court  against 
City  Theaters  Co.  for  $150,000  dam- 
ages. Reade  charges  the  breach  of 
an  employment  contract  to  manage 
the  City  Theater,  114  E.  14th  St., 
New  York  City,  at  $200  weekly. 

The  contract  was  made  on  Feb. 
24,  1934,  according  to  the  complaint, 
and  was  allegedly  breached  in  Oc- 
tober, 1939.  Reade  was  supposedly 
to  manage  the  house  until  the  the- 
ater was  either  sold  or  discontinued 
operations. 


500  Theaters,  Churches 

to  Show  "King  of  Kings" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sorship  that  has  ever  been  under- 
taken has  been  set  for  the  Easter 
season  by  The  King  Of  Kings  Com- 
mittee, which  has  arranged  for  about 
500  showings  of  the  Cecil  B.  DeMille 
production,  "King  Of  Kings." 

Showings  will  be  held  in  all  key 
cities  as  well  as  suburban  towns, 
with  an  estimated  population  total 
of  30,000,000  in  proximity  to  50  ex- 
hibition points.  Bookings  will  span 
the  five-day  period,  March  18  and  22, 
but  some  will  extend  from  March 
12  to  March  25. 

Charge  to  local  committees  is 
$100  per  print  for  the  week,  the  fee 
also  covering  the  cost  of  posters  and 
promotional  material.  It  is  said  that 
an  unidentified  layman  has  under^ 
written  the  print  cost.  Paper  up  to 
24  sheets  is  available.  The  King 
of  Kings  Committee  specifically  rec- 
ommends theatrical  rather  than 
church  exhibition. 

Showings  are  set  in  theaters  be- 
fore time  of  regular  openings  dur- 
ing the  day,  with  no  charge  levied 
by  theaters  for  their  use  except  to 
cover  operators  overtime  unless 
some  other  arrangement  is  made. 
Prints  are  leased  from  the  Cinema 
Corp.  In  New  York  the  RKO  Royal, 
the  Coliseum,  Madison,  Brooklyn, 
and  two  Translux  house  in  New 
York  are  among  those  which  will 
show  the  picture.  There  will  be  25 
or  more  showings  in  the  Metropolis 
altogether. 

The  committee  already  is  laying 
plans  to  increase  the  number  of 
showings  next  year  by  a  consider- 
able percentage.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Christian  F.  Reisner,  of  the  Broad- 
way Temple,  is  chairman  of  the 
committee. 


Baltimore  —  Fourteen  local  the- 
aters and  nine  churches  will  exhibit 
"King  of  Kings"  here  in  the  March 
12-22  period,  with  neither  admis- 
sion charge  nor  collection  planned. 
Theaters  include  the  Belnord,  Dun- 
dalk,  Northway,  Vilma,  Hampden, 
Edgewood,  Capital,  Catonsville,  Am- 
bassador, Boulevard,  Pimlico,  Pat- 
terson, State  and  Met. 


Sergt.  York  to  Coast 

Pall  Mall,  Tenn.— Sergt.  Alvin  C. 
York,  whose  World  War  exploits  are 
to  be  brought  to  the  screen  by  Jesse 
L.  Lasky,  will  go  to  the  Coast  to 
work  on  the  script  with  Gene  Fow- 
ler, and  will  serve  as  adviser  on  the 
production.  Understood  here  that 
York  gets  $50,000  for  his  services 
and  story. 


FOREIGN  CONVENTIONS 
PLANNED  BY  20TH-F0X 


Two  Ask  RKO  Allowances 

Abraham  K.  Weber  filed  applica- 
tions on  Friday  for  final  allowance 
of  $2,500  in  RKO  proceedings. 
Weber  represents  George  Sardou, 
holder  of  500  shares  of  RKO  stock. 
Price,  Waterhouse  &  Co.,  on  the  same 
day  filed  application  for  $4,800  for 
accounting  services  for  RKO  dur- 
ing   1939. 


Baby  •Minded  Exhibs. 

Chicago — Exhibs.  out  Forest  Park  way 
are  baby-minded,  it  seems.  The  Lil 
Theater  has  "Birth  of  a  Baby,"  the 
Forest,    "Brother   Rat  and   the    Baby." 
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in  two  weeks,  sailing  next  Satur- 
day on  the  Conte  di  Savoia. 

Edward  Lamba,  special  ref^J  re- 
turns from  Latin  America  toofiSy  to 
confer  with  Walter  J.  Hutchinson. 

New  assignment  of  Keith  Gold- 
smith, recently  returned  from  the 
Far  East,  will  be  announced  this 
week. 


Schenck  and  Kent  Head  List 
of  20th-Fox  Parley  Speakers 

Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  Sidney  R. 
Kent  will  be  the  principal  speakers 
at  the  three-day  20th-Fox  sales  con- 
vention which  opens  in  the  Gold 
Room  of  Chicago's  Drake  Hotel  on 
April  12.  Arrangements  for  the 
meeting,  at  which  Herman  Wobber 
will  preside,  were  completed  at  the 
week-end  by  Jack  Sichelman. 

Others  looming  importantly  at 
the  parley  include  Walter  J.  Hut- 
chinson, Spyros  Skouras,  Truman  H. 
Talley  and   Charles  E.  McCarthy. 

A  special  train  will  carry  the 
Eastern  and  home  office  delegation, 
leaving  New  York  on  Wednesday, 
April  10.  Thursday  will  be  a  free 
day  for  the  conventioneers,  the  first 
session  being  held  on  Friday.  Divi- 
sion meetings  on  Sunday  will  close 
the  conclave. 

Kent  Drive  winners  will  receive 
their  checks  on  the  opening  day; 
some  400  will  benefit. 

It  is  anticipated  by  Wobber,  who 
left  for  the  Coast  last  week,  that  by 
the  time  the  convention  assembles 
the  company  will  have  closed  12,000 
seasonal  sales  deals. 


Sues  RKO  for  $250,000 

on  Claim  of  Plagiarism 

Claiming  that  the  RKO  picture, 
"I  Dreamed  Too  Much,"  was  based 
on  her  story,  "Long  Live  Love," 
Olga  Lynek  Scholl  has  filed  a  suit 
against  the  company  for  $250,000 
and  an  accounting  of  the  profits. 
Misse  Scholl  alleges  that  she  sub- 
mitted her  story  to  RKO  in  1932 
and  that  it  was  rejected,  but  that 
"I  Dreamed  Too  Much"  depicted  her 
plot,  situations  and  characters. 


Presses  Are  Rolling  * 


And  Within  The  Week 
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*  The  New  1940  Film 


Year  Book  Of  Motion 
Pictures  •  Will  Be  on 
The  Desks  Of  Execu- 
tives  Everywhere  • 
And  Remain  There 
Thru  The  Year  •  The 
Standard  Reference 
Book  Of  The  Industry 


iMTrnHttmwi 


z. 


On  Saturday  Night  the  Official  Banquet  will  be  held.  The  most  sumptuous  food  you  have 
ever  eaten! — Entertainment  that  is  distinctly  satisfying! — refreshing! — Famous  speakers! 
Practically  every  important  personality  in  America — Bob  Hope  as  Master  of  Ceremonies! 


Plan  to  have  a  whale 
of  a  time! 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


DO  NOT  REMOVE 
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Gorc/on-Goefz  May  Produce  Five  Features  Next  Season 

SCHENCKJELLS  ZOTH-FOn  TALENT  LOAN  POLICY 

IATSE  Convention  Set  For  Louisville  Week  of  June  3 


George  W.  Browne  Expected 

to  be  Unopposed  for 

the  Presidency 

IATSE  convention  has  been  defi- 
nitely set  for  Louisville,  Ky.,  it  was 
learned  yesterday.  Huddle  had  been 
originally  scheduled  for  Minneapolis, 
but  lack  of  adequate  hotel  facilities 
was  said  to  be  cause  for  cancellation 
in  that  city. 

Convention  opens  June  3,  running 
the  whole  week.  Headquarters  for 
the  convention  will  be  in  the  Ken- 
tucky Hotel.  To  date  it  looks  like 
incumbent  prexy  George  E.  Browne 
will  be  unopposed  for  re-election. 


ZUKOR,  HIGKS  REPORT 

SO.  AMER.  BIZ  GOOD 


Optimistic  over  the  business  pros- 
pects in  South  America,  Adolph 
Zukor,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Paramount,  and  John  W.  Hicks,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  the  foreign 
department,  returned  yesterday  from 
a  nine-week  tour  of  South  Amer- 
ican countries. 

Theater  business  and  distribution 
grosses  are  running  well  ahead  of 
last  year,  Hicks  said.     All  countries 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

Consent  Decree  Attitude 

Unofficial,  Cohn  States 


In  a  statement  issued  yesterday 
by  Jack  Cohn  of  Columbia  Pictures, 
denial  was  made  of  any  official 
knowledge  or  any  official  act  which 
gives  credence  to  a  report  published 
yesterday    that    Columbia    Pictures 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


>Tis  Spring!  !  ! 

Robins  chirped  in  the  park  yesterday, 
maple  sap  oozed  in  Vermont,  and  Local 
306,  projectionists  union,  made  the  com- 
ing of  Spring  unanimous  by  announcing 
it  would  start  picketing  all  non-union 
houses  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  with- 
in a  week  or  10  days — that  is,  if  there 
is   no   postponement  because   of   rain. 


$175,000  GWTW  Advance  in  17  Loew  Nabes 

Advance  sale  of  tickets  for  CWTW  night  shows  in  17  Loew  nabe  theaters  totals 
nearly  $175,000,  according  to  Loew  auditors'  tabulations.  Loew's  Valencia,  Jamaica, 
leading  with  $30,000  advance,  is  already  selling  tickets  for  the  second  and  final  week. 
The   Valencia   and    Paradise   open   two   weeks'    runs   Thursday. 


EXTENDED  RUNS  JAM    TWIN  CITY  ACTION  ON 
PRODUCT  IN  CHICAGO    10-CT.  MATS.  WAITS 


Chicago  —  Increasing  number  of 
features  demanding  extended  runs 
in  Chicago  is  providing:  local  film 
biz  with  a   genuine  problem. 

Both  Woods  and  Oriental  theaters 
are  tied  up  with  GWTW,  expected 
to  stay  another  month  in  the  Loop; 
attendance  to  date  is  above  the  400,- 
000  mark. 

B  &  K  held  "Northwest  Passage" 
for  a  fourth  week  at  the  United 
Artists,    setting   back    "Young    Tom 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Brooklyn  Albee  to  Open 

"Pinocchio"  on  Thursday 

"Pinocchio"  opens  at  the  Albee, 
Brooklyn,  on  Thursday  and  goes  into 
the  Palace,  Broadway,  and  the  New 
York  City  and  Westchester  neigh- 
borhood houses  on  March  28.  The 
Walt  Disney  picture  hits  the  Brook- 
lyn neighborhoods  on  April  4. 

The  Center  Theater's  run  of  "Pi- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Minneapolis — The  recent  recom- 
mendation of  the  Minneapolis  grand 
jury  that  a  10-cent  admission  price 
for  children  up  to  18  years  of  age 
be  fixed  for  Saturday  afternoons  was 
discussed  here  yesterday  by  the 
Twin-City  Allied  unit.  Action  was 
deferred  until  a  committee,  which 
was  appointed,  has  conferred  with 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 

Other  matters  receiving  considera- 

<  Continued  on  Page  4) 


GWTW  to  Get  First  Tests 
in  Smaller  Midwest  Spots 

Chicago— GWTW  starts  to  hit  the 
smaller  situations  in  this  territory 
Easter  Week,  and  the  results  will  be 
closely  watched  by  exhibs.  While 
the  pix  has  cleaned  up  here  and  in 
the  larger  territorial  cities,  its  pos- 
sibilities otherwise  are  still  to  be 
established. 

Openings     on     March     24    include 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Max  Gordon -Harry  Goetz  Company 
Expected  to  Concentrate  on  Pictures 


Wilcox  Apt  to  Remain  Here; 
May  Do  Another  Musical 

While  there  has  been  no  official 
announcement,  indications  are  that 
Herbert  Wilcox  will  remain  in  the 
U.  S.  and  not  return  to  England.  Wil- 
cox was  reported  to  have  discussed 
his  status  with  British  embassy  offi- 

(Continned  on  Page  4) 


Naming  of  Jack  Mehler  yesterday 
as  story  editor  for  Max  Gordon 
Plays  and  Pictures,  Inc.,  indicates 
that  the  Max  Gordon-Harry  Goetz 
combination  will  expand  its  motion 
picture  activities.  Mehler,  who  was 
in  the  M-G-M  story  department  and 
formerly  a  stage  director,  has  been 
instructed  to  begin  reading  stories 
immediately.     It  is  understood  that 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Company's     Board     Chairman 

Examined  in  Connection 

with  Equity  Suit 

Ability  of  a  company  to  exploit 
a  picture  is  the  very  last  considera- 
tion of  20th-century  Fox  in  loan- 
ing that  company  a  star,  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  board  chairman,  told  Rob- 
ert L.  Wright,  Special  Assistant  At- 
torney General,  yesterday  at  an  ex- 
amination in  New  York  equity  suit. 
Schenck's  statement  was  in  answer 
to  an  inference  which  Wright  at- 
tempted to  make  that  the  major 
producing  companies  as  a  matter  of 
policy,  will  not  loan  stars  to  inde- 
pendents  lacking  financial  means. 

His  company,  Schenck  said,  rarely 
loaned  stars,  and  only  did  so  when 
the  star  was  anxious  to  play  a  cer- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


REPORTS  HOYTS-GUT 
MERGER  PROGRESSING 


West   Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Negotiations  on  the 
proposed  Hoyts-Greater  Union  The- 
aters merger  are  progressing  satis- 
factorily, according  to  Dan  Michalove 
who  arrived  here  yesterday  follow- 
ing a  long  stay  in  Australia,  and 
the  principals  should  be  able  to  pre- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 


Exhibs.  Highly  Optimistic 
Says  Monogram  Sales  Chief 

Exhibitors  throughout  the  coun- 
try are  highly  optimistic  regarding 
the  outlook  for  business,  according 
to  Edward  A.  Golden,  Monogram 
general  sales  manager,  who  returned 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Cooper  to  Capra 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Gary  Cooper  has  been 
signed  for  the  lead  in  Frank  Capra's  "The 
Life  of  John  Doe,"  which  Warners  will 
distribute.  Cooper  is  being  loaned  by 
Sam    Goldwyn. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 10|/8     lO'/g     10'/8  —     Vs 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)    8  8  8       +     1/8 

Columbia    Picts.    pfd.  23i/4     23  Vi     23 'A  +     Vi 

Con.   Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...      9l/4       9l/4       9'/4  —     l/2 

East.    Kodak    152i/2  158%  152y2   +     i/4 

do  pfd 172       172       172      —  3 

Cen.  Th.   Eq 12l/4     12 1/4     12 1/4      

Loew's,  Inc 365/8     36l/4     36 1/4  +     'A 

do  pfd 1081/g  1081/s  1081/s  —     1/4 

Paramount    73/8       7%       7%   +     Vb 

Paramount    1st    pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd 

Pathe    Film     10%     10%     10%      

RKO     1%       1  1       —     % 

20th    Century-Fox     ..    12l/4     12         12       +      % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 3%       3%       3%   +     % 

do    pfd 49         49        49       +  1 1/2 

NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.103       103       103         

Loew's    deb.    3 1/2 s46. 104 34  104%  10434  +     % 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.  Picts.  6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  89         89         89+1 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts %         %         %   +     Vi 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor 14%     14l/2     14i/2  —     Vi 

Trans-Lux  1%       1%       1%     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     5%       5/4       5!/4  +     Vi 


General  Electric  Reports 
$41,235,644  Net  for  1939 

Report  of  General  Electric  for  the 
year  ended  Dec.  31,  shows  net  in- 
come, after  usual  deductions,  of  $41,- 
235,644,  equal  to  $1.43  a  share  on 
27,792,664  no-par  common  shares 
outstanding'  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
excluding  53,263  held  by  the  com- 
pany. This  compares  with  $27,729,- 
329  net  income,  or  96  cents  a  share 
on  28,784,457  common  shares  in 
1938.  Net  sales  billed  in  1939 
amount  to  $304,680,270,  compared 
with  $259,484,341  in   1938. 


Hollywood's  Studios 

Start  Eight  This  Week 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAFLY 

Hollywood — Eight  new  pictures  are 
scheduled  to  go  into  production  this 
week. 

At  Columbia:  "The  Lone  Wolf 
Meets  a  Lady"  starring  '  Warren 
William  with  Jean  Muir  and  Eric 
Blore. 

At  RKO:  Harold  B.  Franklin's 
"The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her"  with 
Buster  Keaton,  Hugh  Herbert,  Anita 
Louise,  Alan  Mowbray  and  Richard 
Cromwell. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "The  Young- 
People"  starring  Shirley  Temple 
with  Jack  Oakie,  Charlotte  Green- 
wood, George  Montgomery  and  Ar- 
leen  Whelan. 

At  M-G-M:  "To  Own  The  World" 
with  Lana  Turner  and  Lew  Ayres. 

At  Republic:  "The  Crooked  Road" 
with  Irene  Hervey  and  Edmund 
Lowe;  "The  Old  Mill  Stream"  star- 
ring Gene  Autry  with  Smiley  Bur- 
nette;  "Doctors  Don't  Tell"  with 
Charles  Coburn,  and  "Gangs  of  New 
York." 


Two  Fox  Theaters  Corp, 

Trustees  Ask  Discharge 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Aaron  J.  Levy  yesterday  reserved 
decision  on  an  application  of  Milton 
C.  Weisman  and  Kenneth  Steinreich 
as  trustees  of  Fox  Theaters  Corp., 
to  be  discharged  from  their  duties. 
The  application  also  sought  approval 
of  a  plan  of  operation  and  of  a  bud- 
get of  estimated  rentals  and  expen- 
ditures for  1940.  The  trustees  asked 
for  an  unstipulated  amount  as  al- 
lowances. 

The  report  shows  cash  at  hand  in 
the  sum  of  $168,248,  of  which  $87,- 
528  is  reserved  for  taxes,  allowances 
and  payment  of  certain  claims.  A 
claim  of  William  Fox  against  the 
company  is  to  be  settled  for  $1,- 
000,000,  the  trustees  state,  and  on 
this  sum  Fox  will  receive  a  regular 
eight  per  cent  dividend  of  $80,000. 
The  trustees  were  appointed  by  for- 
mer Judge  Martin  T.  Manton  in 
March,  1939. 


Artkino  to  Release  10 

Soviet  Pix  Here  in  '40 


Amkino  Pictures  will  probably  dis- 
tribute 10  Russian  pictures  in  this 
country  during  1940,  N.  Napoli, 
head  of  the  organization,  stated 
yesterday  when  he  returned  from  a 
business  trip  to  South  and  Central 
America  and  the  West  Indies  where 
he  concluded  arrangements  for  dis- 
tribution and  exhibition  of  the  com- 
pany's  Soviet  films. 

He  said  that  he  expected  to  im- 
port about  15  pictures,  with  four 
new  features  due  in  about  two 
weeks,  but  that  he  would  not  re- 
lease more  than  10  in  all  probabil- 
ity. No  first-run  release  has  been 
arranged  yet  in  New  York.  Napoli 
said  that  he  was  still  liquidating 
some  of  the  older  pictures  handled 
by   Amkino. 
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Atlas  Corp.  Plans  Merger 
With  Curtiss-Wright  Corp. 

Details  of  a  plan  to  merge  Atlas 
Corp.  and  Curtiss-Wright  Corp.  have 
been  agreed  to  in  principle  by  the 
boards  of  directors  of  the  companies, 
it  was  announced  last  night  in  a 
joint  statement  by  Guy  W.  Vaughan, 
president  of  Curtiss-Wright  and 
Floyd  B.  Odium,  president  and  chair- 
man of  Atlas  Corp. 

On  completion  of  certain  formali- 
ties and  legal  details  the  plan  will 
be  proposed  to  the  stockholders  of 
both  companies,  probably  in  about 
three  weeks. 

Under  the  proposed  plan,  special 
holdings  of  Atlas,  aggregating  about 
$25,000,000  in  value,  will  be  put  into 
a  separate  corporation,  and  all  the 
shares  of  this  company  will  be  owned 
by  present  Atlas  Common  holders. 
When  the  plan  is  completed  Atlas 
Common  holders  will  own  in  part 
Curtiss-Wright  Common  shares  ob- 
tained in  the  merger  and  in  part 
Common  shares  of  the  new  corpora- 
tion. Non-manufacturing  real  estate 
of  Curtiss-Wright,  valued  upwards 
of  $5,000,000,  will  be  put  in  another 
separate  corporation,  and  all  the 
shares  of  this  company  will  be  owned 
on  a  pro  rata  basis  by  the  A  stock 
and  Common  stock  of  Curtiss-Wright 
Corp. 


Chartered  Planes  to  Bring 
Stars  Here  for  AAAA's  Ball 


Stars  of  all  major  studios  will 
make  a  one-day  air  excursion  to 
New  York  in  specially  chartered  air- 
planes on  Sunday,  April  21,  as  a 
token  of  the  SAG's  participation  in 
the  first  entertainment  and  ball  ever 
sponsored  by  its  parent  organiza- 
tion on  that  night  at  the  Hotel  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. 

Engaged  in  arrangements  for  the 
Coast  division  of  SAG  are  Ralph 
Morgan,  Edward  Arnold  and  Robert 
Montgomery,  with  Mike  Connelly, 
Eastern  representative  of  the  or- 
ganization, functioning  as  Eastern 
liaison. 

Besides  SAG,  co-members  of  the 
Four  A's  are  Actors  Equity,  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Radio  Artists, 
and  the  newly  formed  American 
Guild  of  Variety  Artists,  revamped 
version  of  the  AFA. 


Weber,  Petrillo  on  Coast 

for  Rest  and  Holiday 

West   Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Joseph  N.  Weber, 
president  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Musicians,  declares  he  is 
here  for  a  rest  and  has  no  union 
matters  to  handle  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia at  this  time.  He  also  said 
that  James  C.  Petrillo  of  Chicago, 
who  is  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
daughter,  is  only  on  a  vacation  and 
will  return  to  Chicago  in  about  a 
week. 

Weber,  who  is  accompanied  by 
his  wife,  will  be  here  for  three  weeks 
more. 


cominG  flnD  gomg 


MURRAY  SILVERSTONE,  United  Artists  head, 
'eaves  Hollywood  tonight  for  New  York  after  a 
Coast  visit  of  six  weeks,  arriving  here  Friday. 

JOSEPH  N.  WEBER,  president  of  the  American 
Federation    of    Musicians,    is    on    the    Coast. 

JAMES  PETRILLO,  Chicago  musician^  aad, 
has   left   there   for  the   Coast. 

ABE  PLATT,  B  &  K  district  manager,  ALEX 
HALPERIN,  Warner  booker  for  Chicago,  and 
SAUL  BRACEN,  Warner  booker  in  Cleveland,  are 
vacationing   in   Miami. 

WYNN  ROCAMORA,  NBC  exec,  on  the  Coast, 
has  returned  to  Hollywood  after  a  brief  visit 
here. 

GEORGE  O'BRIEN  is  vacationing  here  after  a 
25,000  mile  trip  around  South  America  by  air. 
He    leaves   for    the    Coast    tomorrow. 

EDWARD  WARD,  composer,  sails  for  Hawaii 
today  to  study  native  music  before  doing  a 
score  for  Edward  Small's  forthcoming  "South 
of   Pago-Pago." 

ROMNEY  BRENT  arrived  yesterday  from 
Europe  on  the  Manhattan.  He  is  accompanied 
by    his   wife,    GINA   MALO. 

MILTON  R.  WEINBERGER,  counsel  to  the 
League  of  New  York  Theaters,  is  in  Florida  for 
a    vacation. 

HOWARD  ESTABROOK  has  returned  to  the 
Coast. 

NORMAN  KRASNA  flew  back  to  Hollywood 
at  the  week-end   after  a  brief  stay  here. 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON,  Monogram  prexy,  re- 
turns  tomorrow   from   the   Coast. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN,  Paramount  studio  ex- 
executive  head,  arrived  yesterday  from  Hollywood 
for   home   office   huddles. 

HERBERT  WILCOX  has  returned  to  Hollywood. 

DAN  MICHALOVE,  20th-Fox  exec,  is  due  in 
New  York  this  week  after  an  Australian  busi- 
ness trip. 

FRANK  WHITBECK,  Metro  studio  advertising 
manager,   is  in  New  York. 

LEE  GARMES  left  for  the  Coast  last  night. 

FRANK  D.  DREW,  Metro  branch  manager  at 
Cleveland  and  MRS.  DREW  are  vacationing  at 
Mount   Clemens,    Mich. 

LYNN  FARNOL  goes  to  Boston  today  in  be- 
half  of   "Rebecca." 

S.  BARRET  McCORMICK  has  arrived  on  the 
Coast. 


Ezell-Underwood  Plan 

Texas  Drive-in  Chain 


Dallas — W.  G.  Underwood  and 
Claude  C.  Ezell,  owners  of  the  Re- 
public Pictures  franchise  in  Dallas, 
have  purchased  state  rights  to 
Drive-in  theaters  in  Texas,  with  the 
exception  of  two  locations — Corpus 
Christi  and  El  Paso— from  W.  W. 
Smith  and  R.  M.  Hollingshead,  Jr. 
of  Camden,  N.  J.  They  plan  to  es- 
tablish a  chain  of  drive-in  theaters 
in  leading  state  cities. 
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REPORTS  HOYTS-GUT 

MERGER  PROGRESSING 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

sent  more  definite  information  in 
about  two  weeks.  Hoyts  operates 
103  theaters  and  Greater  Union  The- 
aters 18. 

Michalove  believes  no  important 
restrictions  will  be  imposed  by  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand  upon  Amer- 
ican pictures.  However,  Australia 
has  been  discussing  ways  and  means 
of  conserving  the  dollar  credit  and 
impounding  money  being  paid  to 
American  distributors.  New  Zealand 
impounds  74  per  cent  of  revenue  due 
each  American  company  based  on 
1938  film  revenue  of  each  of  these 
companies. 

Michalove  further  reports  attend- 
ance at  film  theaters  in  Australia  is 
excellent  as  the  country  is  prosper- 
ing due  to  the  fact  that  England  is 
furnishing  a  splendid  market  for 
wool  and  wheat  and  Australia's  war 
industries  are  flourishing. 

Australian  picture  tastes  do  not 
vary  much  from  the  American, 
Michalove  said,  although  American 
college  pictures  and  films  with  a 
purely  American  background  are  not 
popular. 


Wilcox  Apt  to  Remain  Here; 
May  Do  Another  Musical 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cials  in  Washington  on  Friday  and 
it  was  reported  reliably  that  he 
would  not  be  recalled  to  England  for 
military   duty. 

He  arrived  in  Hollywood  yester- 
day. It  is  likely  that  he  will  make 
another  musical  for  RKO,  possibly 
"Sally"  with  Anna  Neagle  starred. 

"Earl  of  Chicago"  Gives 
Criterion  New  B.  0.  Mark 


Topping  the  week-end  business  of 
any  picture  ever  to  play  Loew's 
Criterion  Theater  since  its  opening 
in  September,  1936,  Metro's  "The 
Earl  of  Chicago"  played  to  20,984 
persons  over  the  week-end. 


Milliken  To  Speak  In  Ind. 

Carl  E.  Milliken,  MPPDA  secre- 
tary, will  address  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  Indiana  League  of  Busi- 
ness and  Professional  Women  in  In- 
dianapolis on  May  23. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

MARCH  19 

William    Sistrom 


with  PHIL  M.  LDALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     MARITIME  cities  like  sea-story  films and  prairie  towns 

their  horse  operas ....  Even  Manhattan  enjoys  screen  fare  depicting  its 

madness But  Ossining  folk  have  never  really  warmed-up  to  prison 

yarns Patently,  this  is  'cause  the  shadow  of  Sing  Sing  hangs  like  a 

perpetual  pall  over  the  community All  that  the  Big  House  stands  for 

and  is rubs  ceaselessly,  like  fine  sandpaper,  against  the  conscious- 
ness of  citizens  in  the  prosperous  little  municipality  on  the  Hudson's  east 

bank Ossining  has  long  been  both  conscious  and  self-conscious  of 

the  grim  prison  on  its  waterfront 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  NOT  many  years  ago,  city  fathers  and  their  taxpayer 
brood,  eagerly  changed  the  name  of  their  "living-space"  from  Sing 
Sing  to  Ossining You  couldn't  blame  them,  for  it  was  under- 
standably  embarrassing  for   local  folk   to   journey   beyond   their 

community  firesides If,  for  example,  a  saint-like  swain  hied 

afar  to  a  musty  post-Victorian  cotillion  and  went  nuts  about  a  lean 

lassie  who  bootlegged  the  "bunny  hug" his  goose  was  cooked 

pronto  when  the  gal's  ma  innocently  and  enthusiastically  asked 

the  prospective  son-in-law  from  whence  he  hailed When  he 

averred  'twas  from  Sing  Sing,  the  ma  usually  swooned,  envisioning 
a  wedding  ceremony  at  which  the  groom  would  certainly  appear 

In  a  suit  of  exceedingly  prominent  black-and-white  stripes 

So  back  home  went  the  Sing  Sing  Romeo  with  his  romance 

and  civic  pride  both  beautifully  blighted 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     UNDER   the   Ossining  panhandle some   of  the   town's 

consciousness  and  self-consciousness  faded,  but  by  no  means  fully 

It  still  exists but  was  overcome  completely  t'other  night when 

"Johhny  Apollo,"  sporting  Tyrone  Power,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Edward 
Arnold  and  Lloyd  Nolan  in  its  cast,  previewed  in  Ossining's  Victoria 

Theater The  prison  town  reveled  in  the  20th-Fox  prison  opus 

— a  tribute,  indeed,  to  the  picture's  merit Yep,  on  Friday  night  up 

Sing  Sing  way they  forgot  about  the  "stripes"  and  hailed  the  stars! 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     THERE'S  only  one  thing  wrong  with  those  movie  time 

clocks which  some  of  the  New  York  dailies  run on  their 

amusement  pages presumably  as  a  service  to  theaters  and 

patrons Thalfs  the  failure  to  indicate  which  features  start 

when in  the  instance  of  houses  with  double  bills Giv- 
ing just  feature  starting  times adds  to  rather  than  subtracts 

from the  number  of  phone   calls  the  theater  must   answer 

every  24  hours as  we  found  f  other  night  by  listening-in 

at  one  of  our  town's  largest  houses 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     FROM  Kenosha,  Wis.: "Old  Fashioned  Movie  Nights" 

have  been  observed  by  William  Exton  at  his  Roosevelt  Theater  here  on 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights with  program  including  a  single 

feature  and  selected  shorts Promotion  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
grams urged  the  public: "Cmon,  enjoy   yourself  as  you  did  five 

years  ago! The  things  we  used  to  like  at  the  theater  before  D.F. 

(Double  Features)!" 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  MAN'S  inhumanity  to  man appears  to  be  ex- 
ceeded only  by  woman's  inhumanity  in  the  same  direction 

True,   the    RKO    bowlers    are    sadistically    set    to    slaughter    the 

Trade  Press  team  tomorrow  night but,  when  the  word  got 

around,  that  the  Trade  Press  aggregation  was  an  alleged  push- 

°ver the  Girl's  Bowling  Team  of  the  Paramount  Pep  Club 

put  in  a  bid  to  meet  the  Trade  Press  contingent  in  subsequent 
combat Ain't  you  gals  got  a  wrestlin'  team? 


TWIN  CITY  ACTION  ON 
10-CT.  MATS.  WAITS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  were:  Appointment  of  a  fact- 
finding committee  to  check  on  city 
ordinances  regarding  the  showing  of 
16  mm.  films,  whether  or  nq£J/hey 
are  considered  as  coming  una  en-! 
tertainment  license  regulations;  pro- 
posal was  made  to  check  on  fire  pro- 
tection; smoking  in  taverns,  exits, 
etc. 

Theater  owners  here  assert  that 
the  local  stage  unions  are  going  to 
demand  one  stage  hand  and  a  dif- 
ferent pay  schedule  for  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  when  it  plays  suburban 
theaters,  claiming  that  the  picture  is 
a  roadshow  attraction.  Operators 
may  also  demand  a  pay  increase. 

No  action  was  taken  about  the 
matter  of  organizing  unit  sections 
of  Northwest  Allied.  That  matter, 
it  is  expected,  will  be  decided  when 
the  Northwest  board  meets  next 
month.  A  group  of  towns  around 
Rochester,  Minn.,  will  have  a  meet- 
ing sometime  this  week.  It  will  be 
the  first  of  the  unit  meetings,  but 
this  unit,  however,  is  not  official. 


Action  on  Juve  Admission 
Cut  Awaits  Steffes'  Return 

Minneapolis — Action  on  the  Grand 
Jury's  recent  recommendation  that 
suburban  houses  here  reduce  admis- 
sion prices  for  children  under  18  to 
10  cents  on  Saturday  afternoons 
awaits  the  return  here  of  Al  Steffes, 
Northwest  Allied  prexy;  now  re- 
cuperating at  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  fol- 
lowing a  serious  illness. 

John  Friedl,  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  head,  who,  with  Northwest 
Allied,  was  approached  by  the  Grand 
Jury,  will  meet  with  Steffes  on  his 
return  in  an  effort  to  reach  an  agree- 
ment.  


DeVry  to  Release  Chinese 
Pix  Under  Deal  With  UCMP 

Shanghai  (By  Air  Mail) — DeVry 
has  closed  a  distribution  deal  with 
the  United  China  Motion  Picture 
Corp.  by  which  it  will  release  the  lat- 
ter's  pix  in  China,  Japan,  the  Philip- 
pines, Java,  Ceylon,  Sumatra  and  In- 
dia, according  to  N.  Nathanson,  local 
DeVry  rep. 


Davidson  Bill  Opposed 

Albany  —  Committee  on  Criminal 
Courts  and  Law  Procedure  of  the 
Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  City 
of  New  York  has  disapproved  the 
Davidson  Assembly  bill  to  amend  the 
civil  rights  law  in  relation  to  en- 
tering and  remaining  in  theaters  and 
other  places  of  amusement.  Com- 
mittee finds  there  is  no  need  for  the 
measure. 


Beano  Sub  Banned 

Irvington,  N.  J. — Tally  and  Darts,  new 
game  sponsored  as  a  substitute  for  ban- 
ned beano,  has  been  ruled  out  by  the 
county  prosecutor.  Exhibs.  are  reported 
to  have  registered  strenuous  opposition 
to  the  game. 
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hat  rollics  along  with  her  to 
of  seven  great  songs ! 

f  finds  her  in  the  most 


mat  brings  with  her  the  greatest 
supporting  cast  of  all  her  pictures ! 


Directed  by  WILLIAM  SEITER     ft 
Produced  by  JOE  PASTERNAK    A 


Radiaht,  Romantic 


glorious  triumph  ! 


JOE  PASTERNAK  Production 

■ — 


THE  STAR  AND  STARS  WHO  WILL 
MAKE  THIS  EASTER'S  PARADE 
HEAD  RIGHT  FOR  YOUR  BOX  OFFICE ! 
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ZUKOR,  HICKS  REPORT 
SO.  AMER.  BIZ  GOOD 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
appeared  to  be  prosperous  and  this 
condition  reflects  favorably  on  mo- 
tioirv^aietures.  Paramount  has  had 
an  ^cellent  season  and  prospects 
are  bright  for  the  current  year,  he 
added. 

Zukor  said  he  found  the  South 
Americans  particularly  fond  of  mu- 
sicals and  that  such  productions  were 
drawing  heavy  patronage.  He  said 
a  study  was  made  of  the  type  of  pic- 
tures favored  in  the  South  American 
countries  and  that  the  company 
would  aim  at  those  markets  in  fu- 
ture production. 

Zukor  will  remain  in  New  York 
about  two  months  and  will  then  go 
to  the  Coast. 


Exhibs.  Highly  Optimistic, 
Says  Monogram  Sales  Chief 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  his  desk  here  yesterday  after  a 
six  weeks'  absence  during  which 
period  he  visited  15  company  ex- 
changes, Coast  to  Coast,  and  con- 
ferred in  Hollywood  with  W.  Ray 
Johnston  and  Scott  Dunlap. 

Golden  held  sales  meetings  at 
each  exchange  in  connection  with 
the  company's  "Spirit  of  Indepen- 
dence" playdate  drive  which  starts 
March  30,  with  exchanges  compe- 
ting as  two  leagues.  Heading  the 
National  League  is  Scott  R.  Duniap, 
umpire,  Frankie  Darro,  mascot,  and 
Tex  Ritter,  coach.  W.  Ray  Johnston 
heads  the  American  League  as  um- 
pire with  Martin  Spellman  as  mas- 
cot and  Boris  Karloff  as  coach. 

Captains  of  the  various  teams  are 
as  follows:  in  the  National  League, 
Charles  Trampe,  Milwaukee,  "The 
Bears";  Lon  Fidler,  Denver,  "The 
Bisons";  Bob  Taylor,  St.  Louis,  "The 
Wild  Cats";  W.  Benjamin,  Kansas 
City,  "The  Seals."  In  the  American 
League:  Harry  Thomas,  New 
York,  "The  Giants";  Steve  Broidy, 
Boston,  "The  Red  Sox";  William 
Onie,  Cincinnati,  "The  Tigers";  John 
Franconi,  Dallas,  "White  Sox." 


Gary  Suit  Order  Deferred 

Chicago  —  Federal  Judge  Holly 
postponed  entering  a  decree  in  the 
Gary  clearance  case  owing  to  illness 
of  plaintiff's  attorney.  The  order 
will  be  entered  next  Monday. 


Charleston,  W.  Va. — Jack  A.  Cus- 
ter, son  of  Gene  Custer,  owner  of 
the  Custer  and  State  theaters,  will 
marry  Evaline  McClanahan  Garrett, 
April  4,  at  the  Bream  Presbyterian 
Church,  Charleston. 

Minneapolis — Don  Schwartz,  War- 
ner Bros,  booker,  will  wed  Helen 
Gordon  Sunday. 


Quite  a  Load 

Chicago — On  the  marquee  of  the  War- 
ner-operated Paramount  theater: 
"The   Invisible   Man   Returns" 
with 
"Green  Hell" 


Senate  Bill  Provides  More 
Rigid  Fire  Rules  for  Booths 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Under  provisions 
of  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  by 
William  S.  Condon,  Yonkers,  Repub- 
lican, Section  210-A  of  the  General 
Business  Law  is  amended  to  provide 
more  rigid  specification  for  fireproof  - 
ing  motion  picture  projection  booths. 
Projection  room  may  not  open  into 
auditorium  or  balcony  unless  it  has 
a  vestibule  with  fire-resistant  door. 
All  wires  of  conduit  room  to  be 
grounded. 

A  separate  fireproof,  self-closing 
metal  case  for  each  individual  film 
must  be  provided,  the  case  to  be 
tightly  closed  at  all  times.  Access 
to  the  projection  room  by  trap  door 
is  prohibited;  two  approved  fire  ex- 
tinguishers must  be  kept  on  the  in- 
side of  each  booth. 

The  act  is  not  to  apply  to  cities 
having  local  laws  in  force  providing 
for  fireproof  booths  or  limit  cities 
from  adopting  local  laws  to  supplant 
the  act. 


Seldes  and  Miner  to  Speak 
at  Ampa's  Television  Meet 

CBS's  Television  Department  will 
be  featured  at  the  Ampa  meeting 
Thursday  at  12:45  at  Jack  Demp- 
sep's  Restaurant.  Principal  speaker 
will  be  Gilbert  Seldes,  director  of 
Television  Programs  for  CBS  whose 
announced  subject  is  "Can  Tele- 
vision Replace  The  Horse?"  with 
particular  emphasis  on  the  relation- 
ship of  motion  pictures  to  the  new- 
est of  entertainment  fields. 

Worthington  Miner,  formerly  di- 
rector for  the  Theater  Guild,  and 
now  with  CBS,  will  also  speak. 

Penn.  Governor  Denies 

Amusement  Tax  Reports 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Reports  that  the 
Administration  is  considering  the 
enactment  of  new  taxes  including 
a  cent  amusement  levy,  at  the  ap- 
proaching special  session  to  meet 
relief  needs  are  emphatically  denied 
by  Gov.  Arthur  H.  James  and  Legis- 
lative leaders. 


Set  April  8  as  Trial  Date 
for  Landis  Anti-Trust  Suit 


Philadelphia — April  8  is  the  new 
trial  date  for  the  anti-trust  action 
brought  by  the  Landis  theater,  Vine- 
land,  N.  J.,  against  Warner  theaters 
and  the  majors.  Mori  interests  op- 
erate the.  Landis. 


Schine-Steenwood  Deal  Off 

Nelsonville,  O. — Schine  deal  for 
S.  S.  Steenwood's  Majestic,  has  been 
called  off. 


«  R  E If  I  €  UJ  S  »  SCHENCK  TELLS  20-FOX 

TALENT  LOAN  POLICY 


"Granny  Get  Your 
Gun" 

with    May   Robson,    Harry    Davenport 
Warners  56  Mins. 

AMUSING  SEMI-MYSTERY  YARN  HAS 
SUSPENSE  AND  ACTION. 

May  Robson  and  Harry  Davenport  prove  to 
be  a  sprightly  pair  of  oldsters  in  this  new 
Warner  release,  which  has  enough  comedy 
to  get  plenty  of  chuckles  from  any  audience. 
Story  also  has  a  murder,  suspense  and  a 
sufficient  amount  of  mystery  to  keep  it  en- 
tertaining as  a  straight  yarn  in  addition  to 
its  comedy  aspects.  May  Robson  and  Daven- 
port are  both  fine.  Margot  Stevenson  is  an 
attractive  and  capable  newcomer  to  the 
screen,  and  Granville  Bates  and  Hardie 
Albright  provide  capable  support.  George 
Amy  directed  from  a  script  by  Kenneth 
Garnet.  Miss  Robson  returns  to  Nevada  with 
her  granddaughter,  Margot,  when  she  de- 
cides to  get  a  divorce.  Margot's  husband, 
Albright,  trying  to  blackmail  her  is  found 
murdered.  Believing  Margot  has  killed  him 
May  plants  evidence  which  incriminates  her- 
self. However,  she  discovers  Margot  did  not 
do  it  and  sets  out  to  find  the  guilty  party 
herself,  with  the  picture  winding  up  happily 
for  everybody  when  she  gets  the  murderer 
after  she  has  been  sworn  in  as  a  deputy 
sheriff. 

CAST:  May  Robson,  Harry  Davenport, 
Margot  Stevenson,  Hardie  Albright,  Clem 
Bevans,  Clay  Clement,  William  Davidson, 
Arthur  Aylesworth,  Granville  Bates,  Ann 
Todd,  Vera  Lewis,  Max  Hoffman,  Jr.,  Archie 
Twitchell,  Walter  Wilson,  Nat  Carr. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Warners;  Direc- 
tor, George  Amy;  Screenplay,  Kenneth  Ga- 
rnet; Based  on  a  story  by  Erie  Stanley  Gard- 
ner; Cameraman,  L.  W.  O'Connell;  Editor, 
Jack  Killefer. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Ad  Films  at  Broadcasts 

Stirs  Industry  Interest 

Distribution  plans  for  two  com- 
mercial films,  "Tobaccoland,  U.S.A.", 
in  sepia,  and  "Pleasure  Time," 
made  by  the  March  of  Time  for  Lig- 
gett &  Myers,  have  not  been  com- 
pleted, although  the  former  is  cur- 
rently being  shown  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  nights  in  CBS  Theater 
No.  3  and  on  Thursday  nights  in 
CBS  Theater  No.  1  in  conjunction 
with  the  Glen  Miller  broadcasts,  ac- 
cording to  Newell-Emmett  ad 
agency. 

"Pleasure  Time,"  however,  may 
be  shown  additionally  Monday  to 
Friday  weekly  to  audiences  attend- 
ing the  Fred  Waring  broadcasts  at 
the   Vanderbilt  theater. 

Manner  of  linking  exhibition  of 
these  sponsored  pix  to  public  broad- 
casts is  being  eyed  with  considerable 
interest  in  film  circles. 


"Road  to  Singapore"  Clicking 

Para.'s  "Road  to  Singapore"  is 
giving  the  N.  Y.  Paramount  its  big- 
gest first  week's  biz  since  "Man 
About  Town"  last  July,  according  to 
Manager  Bob  Weitman.  Pix  also  is 
scoring  strongly  in  Portland,  Ore., 
Los  Angeles  and  Chicago. 


STO 


Spencer,  Ind. — Claude  Flater,  op- 
erator of  the  Tivoli  Theater  here,  is 
the  father  of  a  seven-pound  baby 
boy,   John   Bennett   Flater. 


Pittsburgh — Ben  Steerman,  comp- 
troller for  the  Warner  theaters  in 
this  territory,  is  the  father  of  a  9y2 
pound  baby  girl,  born  at  the  Al- 
leghany General  Hospital  here. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tain  part.  The  money  spent  on  the 
film  played  no  part,  he  continued, 
the  main  consideration  was  the  "set- 
up" of  the  picture  such  as  the  di- 
rector, the  story  and  the  part  to  be 
played.  Schenck  explained  that  if 
a  top  notch  director  such  as  Frank 
Capra,  King  Vidor  or  Henry  King 
were  to  direct,  "we  are  inclined  to 
lend  the  star."  He  further  stated 
that  a  picture  which  had  these  pre- 
requisites would  necessarily  receive 
the  proper  exploitation,  and  there- 
fore 20th-Fox  did  not  stipulate  on 
exploitation  in  its   contracts. 

Schenck  conceded  that  whether  a 
borrowing  company  was  in  a  position 
to  lend  20th-Fox  stars  in  return  was 
a  "very  substantial  factor." 

A  compensation  for  the  loaning  of 
stars  was  also  explained  by  Schenck. 
For  the  loaning  of  an  ordinary  play- 
er 20th-Fox  would  receive  the  play- 
er's salary  for  the  time  used,  plus 
an  additional  three  weeks'  pay  to 
cover  idle  time.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  said,  stars  who  were  under  con- 
tract to  make  a  certain  number  of 
pictures  a  year  would  be  borrowed 
on  payment  of  a  proportionate  share 
of  the  salary  for  the  number  of  pic- 
tures made.  Directors,  writers  and 
cameramen,  were  paid  for,  he  said, 
on  the  length  of  time  used,  solely. 
When  his  companv  rents  sets  it 
charges  10  per  cent  of  the  cost  of 
the  set.  As  to  sets,  there  are  no 
restrictions  upon  companies  borrow- 
ing or  using  them,  he  said. 

Schenck  also  answered  the  stock 
question  as  to  the  benefits  received 
by  the  company  by  reason  of  its 
affiliation  with  National  Theaters. 
The  affiliated  company  on  exhibit- 
ing a  Fox  film  gives  it  the  maximum 
exploitation;  holds  it  longer  in  the 
first-run  houses;  and  finally,  helps 
exploit  young  stars  who  the  produc- 
ing company  is  interested  in  push- 
ing. 

He  was  asked  about  his  business 
relations  with  his  brother,  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  Loew's  prexy.  He 
stated  that  he  sees  his  brother  about 
four  times  a  year  when  discussions 
of  the  industry  usuallv  occur.  "I 
criticize  things  in  his  studio  and  he 
criticizes  what  occurs  in  mine," 
Schenck  said.  "I  tell  him  that  he 
spends  too  much  money  for  pictures 
and  he  answers  that  he  makes  good 
pictures." 

Examination  of  Spyros  Skouras  is 
scheduled  to  take  place  today. 
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GORDON-GOETZ  MAY 
MAKE  5  PIX  IN  1940-41 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Max  Gordon  organization  plans 
to  produce  five  pictures  in  the  next 
year. 

First  Max  Gordon-Harry  Goetz 
picture  was  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois." 
Their  second  picture  will  be  "The 
American  Way,"  now  in  preparation. 

It  is  understood  that  Gordon  and 
Goetz  will  concentrate  on  pictures, 
although  they  will  not  abandon  their 
legitimate  activities.  Whether  they 
will  continue  distribution  through 
RKO  has  not  been  determined,  but 
it  is  reported  that  a  new  deal  will 
be  made. 


Presentation  to  Latta 

Pittsburgh— Chief  Barker  C.  J. 
Latta  of  the  local  Variety  Club  was 
presented  with  a  complete  set  of 
luggage  by  its  membership  on  the 
occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the 
Club's  new  headquarters  in  the  Wil- 
liam Penn  Hotel.  Presentation  made 
by  C.  C.  Kellenberg. 


N.  J.  Allied  to  Meet 

Business  meeting  will  be  held  by 
Allied  of  New  Jersey  Thursday  with 
a  beefsteak  dinner  following  at  7 
o'clock  in  the  Ritz  Restaurant,  Pas- 
saic. 


That  30  Per  Cent  Saving  Gets  'Em  in  Brooklyn 

Taking  a  tip  from  the  recent  trend  in  mercantile  advertising,  the  three  Fabian- 
operated  Brooklyn  houses  are  now  stressing  "The  Fabian  S.B.M.  Plan"  in  newspaper 
display  copy,  with  noticable  results  at  the  b.o.  "S.B.M."  stands  for  Sunday  Bargain 
Matinee,  and  sells  the  fact  that  patrons  who  come  before  2  p.m.  save  30  per  cent  at 
the  Paramount,  Fox  and  Strand.  That's  been  the  case  right  along,  but  it's  the  new 
emphasis  on  the  30  per  cent  saving  that  is  giving  the  three  houses  a  fast  Sunday  start. 


GWTW  to  Get  First  Tests 
in  Smaller  Midwest  Spots 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Grand,  Lincoln;  State,  Sterling;  on 
the  27th,  Lee,  Dixon;  29th,  Majes- 
tic, La  Salle;  Plumb,  Streator;  on 
April  4,  Loraine,  Hoopston;  Or- 
pheum,  Savannah,  5th;  Bijou,  Mon- 
mouth, and  LaMoine,  Macomb. 


Atlanta,  Ga.— GWTW,  playing  a 
move-over  engagement  at  the  Rhodes 
Theater  here  after  the  10-weeks' 
stand  at  Loew's  Grand,  bows  out  at 
the  end  of  a  third  week  Friday. 


Cleveland — GWTW  is  now  selling 
seats  for  the   8th  week.      Manager 
Jack  Lykes  of  the  Stillman  Theater 
reports  that  more  than  200,000  peo- 
ple   attended    performances    during 
the  first  six  weeks.    During  this  per- 
iod   the    grosses    held   almost    at    a 
j  level,  the  take  during  the  sixth  week 
J  being   within    two    per   cent    of   the 
1  first  week. 


Brooklyn  Albee  to  Open 

"Pinocchio"  on  Thursday 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

nocchio"  is  tentatively  slated  to 
close  on  March  27,  the  day  before 
it  starts  its  New  York  City  and 
Westchester  subsequent  runs. 


Hsr 


From  booking  indications,  the  cir- 
cuits are  locking  horns  in  Brooklyn, 
with  a  pretty  battle  for  biz  in  pros- 
pect for  Easter  Week. 

With  Si  Fabian's  Paramount  set 
to  double  bill  "Too  Many  Husbands" 
and  "Our  Neighbors,  the  Carters" 
and  the  adjacent  Fabian-operated 
Fox  announcing  "Three  Cheers  for 
the  Irish"  and  "Castle  on  the  Hud- 
son," Loew's  Met.  will  dual  "Earl 
of  Chicago"  and  "I -Take  This  Wo- 
man" and  RKO's  Albee  switched 
Easter  bookings  yesterday  to  set 
Walt  Disney's  "Pinocchio."  Latter, 
it  is  reported,  will  play  at  15  and  25 
cents  until  5  p.m.,  lower  figure  the 
children's  rate. 


extended  runs  jam 
product  in  Chicago! 


Chi.  Proposes  $50  License 

for  Nickel-in-Slot  Films 


Chicago  —  New  nickel-in-the-slot 
movies  projected  by  the  Roosevelt- 
Mills  interests  as  well  as  "juke" 
boxes  and  similar  devices  face  a  $50 
annual  license  fee  here  as  the  City 
Council  seeks  new  sources  of  reve- 
nue. It  is  estimated  such  a  levy 
locally  will  raise  $500,000. 

Meanwhile,  jurisdictional  dispute 
over  the  servicing  of  "juke"  boxes 
is  credited  with  inspiring  police  ac- 
tion in  closing  down  on  them  in  the 
Englewood  district.  Electricians' 
union  claims  sole  jurisdiction. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Edison"     another     week.        Metro 
"Broadway    Melody    of    1940"    and 
"Strange  Cargo"  are  ready  f^kLoojj 
showing,  but  are  houseless.  \W 

Warners  have  been  unable  to  get 
a  Loop  house  for  "The  Story  of  Dr 
Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet";  also  read} 
are  "Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish' 
and   "Virginia   City." 

Twentieth-Fox  finally  got  a  Loop 
showing  for  "The  Blue  Bird"  at  the 
Roosevelt,  and  United  Artists  a! 
length  has  set  "Of  Mice  and  Men' 
for  the  Apollo,  opening  Friday.  No 
Loop  house,  however,  is  availablf 
for  "Rebecca." 

Columbia  lacks  a  house  for  "Tot 
Many  Husbands,"  but  is  hopeful  of 
setting  "Blondie  on  a  Budget"  intt 
the   State   Lake. 

"Road  to  Singapore"  is  expectec 
to  go  two  weeks  at  the  B  &  K  Chi-j 
cago  theater,  giving  way  on  Marcl 
29  to  "Seventeen."  "Dr.  Cyclops' 
will  go  in  there  in  early  April. 

"Pinocchio"  starts  an  extended 
run  at  the  RKO  Palace  Thursday 
Both  RKO  and  Universal  are  up  or 
their  Loop  bookings. 


Consent  Decree  Attitude 

Unofficial,  Cohn  States 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

has  done  anything  to  indicate  any 
attitude  to  a  consent  decree  in  the 
government   action. 

Cohn's  statement  was  as  follows: 
"No  executives  of  our  company 
have  ever  entered  into  a  discussion 
which  would  tend  to  be  a  basis  for 
such  a  report.  If  Columbia  Pictures 
adopts  an  attitude  in  regard  to  this 
question  an  official  announcement 
would  be  made  at  the  proper  time.'' 


Future  "Fight  for  Life" 

Distribution  Uncertain 

No  plans  have  been  made  yet  for 
further  distribution  of  the  Govern- 
ment's feature  "The  Fight  For 
Life,"  now  at  the  Belmont  theater, 
an  executive  of  the  U.  S.  Films  Ser- 
vice stated  yesterday.  Business  at 
the  Belmont  was  said  to  be  good, 
with  stay  of  picture's  run  there  in- 
definite  at  this   time. 


James  Hollaway,  Jr.,  Dead 

Charlotte,  N.  C— James  Harris 
Hollaway,  Jr.,  31,  who  was  manager 
of  the  National  Theater  Supply  Co. 
here,  is  dead  after  a  long  illness.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Blanche  Ham- 
mill  Hollaway  and  his  mother  and 
father,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hollaway, 
Sr.  and  a  sister  Mrs.  Georgie  B. 
Perry.  Interment  will  be  in  Ella- 
ville,  Ga. 


Bookers  Club  Postpones 

Debate  on  Neely's  Bil 

Meeting  of  the  Bookers  Club  was 
held  last  night  in  the  Hotel  Lincoln 
Scheduled  debate  on  the  Neely  bili 
was  cancelled  due  to  the  inability  oi 
one  of  the  debaters  to  make  an  ap- 
pearance. Debate  will  take  placf 
at   a   subsequent  meeting. 


New  Publicity  Firm  Formed 

Cook,  Landon  Associates,  witi 
offices  at  11  E.  48th  St.,  has  been 
formed  by  Alfred  Cook  and  Herbert 
Landon  to  handle  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation. Larry  Krasner,  formerlj 
with  Radio  Daily,  has  joined  the 
firm. 


Ritz  In  a  Tent 

Morrilron,  Ark.  —  The  Ritz  Theater, 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire,  Feb.  22, 
reopened  in  a  tent  Saturday,  which  will 
serve  as  a  temporary  location  until  a 
new    $10,000    building    is    constructed. 


-and  the  deed id  done 


Not  with  magic  •••not  with  sleight  of  -hand !..  Jut  with  trailers..  . 
lobby  displays. ..accessorms... Best  Sellers  in  the  Business! 

Using  cold,  hard  showman's  sense  plus  the  piled-up  knowledge  of 
twenty-one  years  experience  NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE  boils  the 
whole  advertising  campaign  down  to  short,  sharp,  stream-lined  low- 
cost  SELLING  right  in  your  show-window  • .  •  your  screen  •  •  •  your  lobby 
•  ••your  theatre. 

Result:  The  best  theatre  advertising  ever  devised  •  •  •  reaching  more 
people . . .  selling  more  tickets . . .  costing  less  than  any  other  advertising 
you  can  buy, 
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Philly  Trust  Suit  Attacks  Warner  Clearance  Schedule 

UA,  UNIVERSAL  REPORTEDJOLD  TO  CONSENT  MOVE 

Korda  May  Produce  Two  in  Hollywood,  Two  in  England 


Morris    Helprin    Said    Slated 

to  be  a  Production 

Assistant 

Alexander  Korda  is  reported  to  be 
planning:  to  divide  his  production  ac- 
tivities between  Hollywood  and  Lon- 
don, following  the  completion  of  the 
shooting  of  added  scenes  for  "The 
Thief  of  Bagdad."  Under  proposed 
plans,  Korda  will  make  two  pictures 
in  Hollywood  and  two  in  London  dur- 
ing the  coming  year,  first  scheduled 
for  domestic  shooting  to  be  "Gone 
to  Earth,"  co-starring  Vivien  Leigh 
and  Laurence  Olivier. 

Korda  goes  to  the  Coast  within 
the  week  and  then  will  return  to 
London  for  a  brief  stay.  It  is  report- 
ed he  will  then  go  back  to  Hollywood 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

FPC  REPORTSlROFIT 
OF  $904,324  FOR  '39 

Montreal — Famous  Players  Can- 
adian had  a  net  profit  of  $904,324 
in  1939,  equivalent  to  $2.12  a  share 
on  425,524  no  par  value  shares,  com- 
pared with  $974,788  in  1938  and  $2.38 
per   share. 

Operating  profit  was  $2,145,258, 
compared  with  $2,231,659  in  1938, 
while  total  income  was  shown  at 
$2,375,459  against  $2,451,229.  Divi- 
dends paid  were  $422,524  as  com- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Tennessee  Won't  Appeal 
from  Ascap  Writ  Decision 

Nashville — The  State  of  Tennessee 
will  not  appeal  from  the  Federal 
Statutory  Court's  decision  granting 
a  permanent  injunction  against  en- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

To  Market  J.  Roosevelt's 

Coin  Pictures  in  90  Days 

Chicago — James  Roosevelt  told  a 
gathering  of  independent  and  circuit 
theater  operators  yesterday  that  the 
Globe  -  Mills    coin  -  in  -  slot    pictures 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Membership  of  SDG  Approves  Minimum, 

Scale  for  Directors;  Goes  to  Board  Monday 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — General  membership  of  the  Screen  Directors  Guild  has  approved  a  mini- 
mum  scale   which    provides    that   directors   working   on    features    be    paid    $S0O   a    week 
and   $350  a  week   on   westerns   and   serials   and   $300  a   week   for   short   subjects.      The 
scale  will  be  submitted  to  the  Guild's  executive   board  on   Monday. 


National  Theaters  Competes  With  All 
Other  Affiliated  Chains,  Says  Skouras 


Spyros  Skouras  yesterday  an- 
swered the  Government  charge  that 
major  exhibitors  have  divided  the 
U.  S.  territory  among  themselves  by 
asserting  that  National  Theaters  was 
in  competition  with  every  other  affil- 
iated theater  company.  This  state- 
ment was  made  at  an  examination 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  current 
New  York  Equity  action  in  response 
to  questions  directed  by  Special  As- 


I  sistant  Attorney  General  Robert  L. 

Wright.       Skouras     enumerated     a 

j  large  number  of  cities  where  Nation- 

I  al    Theaters    competes    with    other 

majors. 

Skouras,  completely  at  ease,  dom- 
inated the  proceedings  and  frequent- 
ly brushed  aside  objections  to  ques- 
tions in  his  eagerness  to  answer 
them.     At  one  time,  he  admonished 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


7  Film  Companies  Did  $410,000,000  1938  Biz 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  While  seven  film 
companies — Loew's,  Warners,  20th- 
Fox,  Universal,  Paramount,  Colum- 
bia and  Monogram — reported  a  com- 
bined volume  of  business  of  $410,- 
000,000   in    1938   as    compared   with 


$405,000,000  in  1937,  their  net  in 
1938  was  $21,000,000  or  5.1  per  cent 
of  sales  as  compared  with  $33,000,- 
000  or  8.2  per  cent  of  sales  in  1937. 
Figures  were  made  public  yester- 
day by  the   SEC,  releasing  Volume 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


WB  Zoning  and  Clearance  Schedule 
Attacked  as    Arbitrary   in  Philly  Suit 


Gala  Broadway  Premiere 
For  "The  Great  Lothario" 


Leonard  Goldstein  has  leased  the 
Continental  Theater,  formerly  the 
Warner,  on  Broadway,  for  the  run 
of  "The  Great  Lothario,"  new  title 
for  the  Tiffany  picture,  "The  Medi- 
cine Man,"  featuring  Jack  Benny. 
Picture  opens  April  14  on  a  road 
show  basis  at  $1.65  top.  A  formal 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Philadelphia  —  Another  anti-trust 
suit,  alleging  violation  of  the  Clay- 
ton and  Sherman  acts  was  filed  yes- 
terday by  M.  F.  S.  Corp.,  Rialto 
Theater  Co.  and  Affiliated  Theaters 
Circuit,  Inc.,  against  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc.,  Warner  Bros.  Circuit 
Management  Corp.,  Warner  Bros. 
Theaters,  Inc.,  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.,  Paramount  Pic- 
tures Distributing  Co.,  Inc.,  RKO 
Radio  Pictures,  Inc.,  Loew's,  Inc., 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Any    Equity    Suit    Settlement 

Overtures  to  be  Without 

Their  Co-op 

By  GEORGE  H.  MORRIS 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Any  move  for  acceptance  of  a  pre- 
trial consent  decree  on  the  part  of 
defendant  film  companies  in  the  cur- 
rent New  York  equity  action  brought 
by  the  Government  will  have  to  be 
taken  without  assent  and  co-opera- 
tion of  both  United  Artists  and  Uni- 
versal, The  Film  Daily  was  told 
yesterday  by  channels  conversant 
with  the  attitudes  of  both  companies 
with  respect  to  the  suit. 

What  other  defendants  may  want 
to  do  as  regards  a  consent  decree  is 
averred  to  be  "all  right"  with  UA, 
but  the  latter  "will  not  be  a  party 
to  such  a  settlement,"  it  was  de- 
clared. 

Sources   well   qualified   to   discuss 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

COL'S  voting"trust 

AGREEMENT  EXPIRING 


Voting  trust  agreement,  dated  as 
of  April  1,  1930,  under  which  the 
shares  of  common  stock  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures  are  deposited  will  ex- 
pire by  limitation  on  April  1,  ac- 
cording to   a  notice   sent  to  holders 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


AGVA  and  Major  Circuits 
Begin  Recognition  Parleys 

Negotiations  started  yesterday  be- 
tween the  American  Guild  of  Variety 
Artists  and  executives  of  vaudeville 
circuits  as  the  first  move  toward  ob- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Bell  Labs,  to  Demonstrate 
New  Reproduction  Technique 

Bell  Telephone  Laboratories  will 
demonstrate  sterephonic  reproduc- 
tion of  enhanced  music  before  in- 
vited   audiences    at    Carnegie    Hall 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK 

High 

Am.  Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2%'/2)    .... 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 1 

Con.  Fm.  Ind.  pfd 9'/2 

East.   Kodak    152'/2   1 

do  pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 125/g 

Loew's,    Inc 36  Vi 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7% 

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     9'/s 

Pathe  Film   1 1  '/4 

RKO     l'/g 

20th  Century-Fox    .  ..    12Vg 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    22S/8 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 99 

Warner  Bros 4 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK   CURB 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor 15 

Trans-Lux     

Universal  Corp.  vtc...     53/s 


MARKET 

Net 
Low     Close     Chg. 


%       1  

9'/4         9V2    +       V* 

51        151       —  l'/i 


12y2     12i/2  +     i/4 
36         36V2   +     l/4 


71/4       7% 


9'/8  91/g  +  i/8 

111/8  111/4  +  % 

1  11/8  +  1/8 

12i/8  121/g  +  l/g 

225/g  225/s  

98i/2  99  -f  1 

3%  4  +  i/g 


MARKET 


15         15        +      1/2 
'514     '5%  +"Vs 


Leichter  Takes  Over  Sales 
Rights  to  10  Condor  Films 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Mitchell  Leichter  has 
taken  over  sales  rights  to  "The  Devil 
on  Horseback,"  "Captain  Calamity," 
"We  Are  in  the  Legion  Now,"  "Yel- 
low Cargo,"  "Navy  Spy,"  "Bank 
Alarm,"  "Gold  Racket,"  "Love  Takes 
Flight,"  "Boots  of  Destiny"  and 
"Trading  Trouble,"  originally  made 
by  the  now  defunct  Condor  Produc- 
tions for  Grand  National  release. 

He  also  has  sales  rights  to  28 
Christie  comedies  formerly  released 
by  Paramount. 


"Pinocchio"  Opens  in  Chi. 

Chicago — "Pinocchio"  opened  at 
the  RKO  Palace  yesterday  on  a  dou- 
ble bill  with  "Dr.  Christian."  There 
was  no  advance  in  admission  price. 


Finnish  Relief  Execs. 

Feted  By  Emerson  Yorke 

Finnish  Relief  officials  and  those 
associated  with  production  of  its 
film,  "Finland  Fights,"  were  ten- 
dered a  dinner  last  night  in  the  Tro- 
jan Room  of  the  Wyndham  Hotel 
by  Emerson  Yorke,  producer  of  the 
short.  Among  the  Finnish  Relief 
executives  attending  were  John  Jay 
Hopkins,  vice-chairman  of  the  Fund; 
Major  Leslie  E.  Thompson  and  Vin- 
cent G.  Hart,  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Division;  Raymond  Sawtelle,  treas- 
urer, and  Y.  A.  Paloheimo  of  the 
Finnish  Consulate. 

Representing  technical  production, 
distribution  and  film  trade  press 
were:  Frank  Bai-ry,  Harry  N.  Blair, 
Al  O.  Bondy,  Jack  Connolly,  Burgi 
Contner,  George  H.  Morris,  Al  Sind- 
linger,  James  P.  Cunningham,  Wal- 
ter A.  Donnelly,  Charles  W.  Downs, 
Al  Finestone,  E.  E.  Fogelson,  Harry 
Glickman,  Abel  Green,  Alois  Hav- 
rilla,  E.  A.  Hungerford,  Edward  Hy- 
land,  Maurice  Kann,  I.  E.  Lopert, 
G.  W.  (Johnny)  Johnstone,  E.  J.  Mc- 
Govern,  George  Mills,  James  P.  Sel- 
vage, Fletcher  Smith  and  John 
Weber. 


Six  Disney  Shorts  Linked 

Into  Program  for  Europe 

Six  Walt  Disney  shorts,  each 
linked  together  in  a  manner  of  a 
story  book  of  children's  fables,  are 
doing  what  is  said  to  be  sensational 
business  at  the  Cinephone  Theater 
in  Paris,  according  to  cables  received 
bv  RKO.  The  six  shorts,  features  as 
La  Grand  Parade  de  Walt  Disney, 
have  been  assembled  into  a  single 
film  and  is  an  experiment  that  Dis- 
ney is  trying  out  in  France,  Bel- 
gium  and  Switzerland. 

The  subjects  include  "The  Brave 
Little  Tailor,"  "The  Practical  Pig," 
"Farmyard  Symphony,"  "Donald's 
Golf  Game,"  "The  Ugly  Duckling" 
and  "Ferdinand  the  Buil."  Experi- 
ment will  be  tried  out  only  in  Eu- 
rope, although  it  may  be  tried  in  the 
U.  S.  later. 


GWTW  Returning  to  K.  C; 
"Pinocchio"  Also  Opening 

Kansas  City — GWTW  returns  here 
Saturday,  opening  at  the  residential 
Fox  Plaza.  Pix  played  three  weeks 
at  Loew's  Midland  last  month. 

"Pinocchio"  starts  tomorrow  at 
the  RKO  Orpheum. 

"Grapes  of  Wrath"  ends  a  two 
weeks'  run  at  both  the  Fox  Esquire 
and  Fox  Uptown  today. 


Sheehan  Due  in  New  York 
in  Two  Weeks  on  Biz  Trip 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Winfield  R.  Sheehan 
is  leaving  for  New  York  in  two  weeks 
on  a  business  trip.  He  has  completed 
his  one-picture  contract  for  M-G-M 
and  the  production,  "Florian,"  will 
be  previewed  the  latter  part  of  the 
week. 


Hear  IATSE  Intervening 

in  WB-Musicians  Dispute 

Intervention  of  the  IATSE  in  the 
Warner-musicians  dispute  in  Phila- 
delphia loomed  yesterday  when  it 
was  reported  that  the  international 
union  was  sending  out  a  road  call, 
effective  for  two  weeks  starting 
March  25. 

Conflicting  versions  last  night 
from  several  sources  placed  the  mat- 
ter in  doubt.  First  report  of  the 
road  call  came  from  Philadelphia 
yesterday,  with  union  sources  con- 
firming it  in  New  York.  However, 
the  Warner  theater  department  in 
Philadelphia  and  in  New  York  denied 
any  knowledge  of  the  situation. 

Reorganization  Completed 
on  Former  Judell  Company 

Producers  Distributing  Corp.  be- 
comes Producers  Releasing  Corp. 
under  the  reorganization  of  the 
companies  formerly  headed  by  Ben 
Judell.  The  production  organization 
will  be  headed  by  Sigmund  Neufeld 
and  will  be  known  as  Sigmund  Neu- 
feld Productions.  Harry  Rathner  is 
to  be  president  of  both  companies. 

Present  plans  call  for  30  pictures 
to  be  made  for  the  1940-41  season, 
production  scheduled  to  start  March 
27. 


Warner  Theaters,  Local  835 
Renew  Pact  for  3  Years 


Philadelphia  — ■  Contract  has  been 
renewed  between  Warner  Theaters 
and  the  International  Union  of  Oper- 
ating Engineers,  Local  835,  covering 
all  Warner  houses  in  the  Philly  and 
Camden  area  for  a  three-year  period. 
Pact  becomes  operative  March  23  and 
runs  to  Aug.  31,  1943.  Contract 
covers  working  conditions,  wages 
and  other  matters. 


Lemke,  Former  IA  Prexy, 

Dies  In  Troy  Hospital 

Troy  —  Jim  Lemke,  67,  former 
IATSE  organizer  and  associated 
with  Troy  Labor  Temple  for  the 
past  27  years,  died  in  Leonard  Hos- 
pital here.  Lemke  was  a  stagehand 
and  prop  artist  before  becoming  ac- 
tive IATSE  organizer  and  union  of- 
ficial. He  served  as  international 
president  in  1902. 


Budd  Rogers  to  Confer 

With  Laughton,  Pommer 

Accompanied  by  Maxwell  Setton, 
Budd  Rogers,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  Alliance  Films 
Corp.,  leaves  today  for  conferences 
on  the  Coast  with  Charles  Laughton 
and  Erich  Pommer.  Stops  will  be 
made  en  route  to  confer  with  Alliance 
franchise  holders. 


Drop  Neely  Broadcast  Plan 

Plans  to  campaign  against  the 
Neely  Bill  through  a  coast-to-coast 
radio  program  have  been  discarded. 
It  had  been  proposed  to  start  the  air 
attack  on  March  27  over  NBC. 


commG  ADD  Gome 


JOSEPH  MOSKOWITZ,  studio  representative 
at  the  20th-Fox  home  office,  returns  this  morn- 
ing  from   Hollywood. 

E.  F.  LOMBA,  special  representative  of  the 
20th-Fox  foreign  department,  flew  to  New  York 
this   week   from   Venezuela   for  a   brief  stay. 

JAY  EMANUEL,  CHARLES  E.  "CHICK'f*li^S, 
and  SID  RECHETNIK  and  JOHN  HARkJf  of 
Warners,  return  today  from  the  Virginia  City 
premiere   of   "Virginia   City." 

ALEXANDER     KORDA     leaves     for    the     Coast 

next    week. 

MAURICE  BERGMAN,  ad  and  pub.  director 
for  Columbia,  left  New  York  yesterday  by  plane 
for  the  Coast,  returning  to  the  home  office 
early   next  week. 

CONSTANCE  COLLIER  has  left  for  Hollywood. 

COLE     PORTER     returned     yesterday     from     a 

cruise. 

LOUIS  BROMFIELD  arrives  on  the  Coast  today. 

HARRY  COETZ  went  to  Washington  yester- 
day. 

BILL  GRADY,  Metro  talent  scout,  has  returned 
to  the  studio  after  a  six-week  tour  of  the 
South. 

EMANUEL  SILVERSTONE,  American  rep.  of 
A'exander  Korda,  returned  yesterday  from  the 
Coast. 

ANNA  Q.  NILSSON  returned  on  the  Drotting- 
holm  from  Europe  yesterday.  IRA  CHERKASSKY. 
Finnish  actress,   also  arrived  on  the   liner. 

WALTER  CREEN  returned  to  New  York  yes- 
terday. 


Chi.  "GWTW"  Attendance 
to  Reach  500,000  by  Easter 

Chicago  —  Attendance  at  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  in  Chicago  will 
reach  the  half-million  mark  by  the 
end  of  the  Easter  holidays,  M-G-M's 
office  here  estimated  yesterday.  Dur- 
ing the  eight  weeks  it  has  been  show- 
ing here,  425,000  persons  have  seen 
the  picture,  exceeding  all  existing 
records  for  a  single  production. 

Mrs.  Marston  Recovering 

Mrs.  Florence  Marston,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Eastern  Screen  Ac- 
tors Guild,  is  recuperating  in  Knick- 
erbocker Hospital  from  a  serious  ill- 
ness. It  is  expected  she  will  be  able 
to  leave  the  hospital  for  her  home 
in  about  two  weeks. 


Koch  to  Handle  French  Pix 

"Rappel  Immediat,"  French  war 
film  produced  by  Milo  Films  with 
Erich  von  Stroheim,  has  been  ac- 
quired by  Manual  Koch  for  U.  S. 
distribution. 


■est   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following   on    their   birthdays: 

MARCH  20 

Edmund    Goulding 

M.  H.  Hoffman 

Joseph   H.   Seidelman 
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COL'S  VOTING  TRUST 
'AGREEMENT  EXPIRING 


(Continued  from  Pane  1) 

of  the  voting  trust  certificates.  No 
votir-3.  trust  certificates  will  be  is- 
sue<!"""Tter  March  31. 

The  notice  points  out  that  "pur- 
suant to  the  terms  of  the  voting 
trust  agreement,  certificates  for 
shares  of  common  stock,  no  par 
value,  will  be  delivered  on  and  after 
April  1,  1940,  to  the  owners  of  vot- 
ing trust  certificates  upon  surrender 
thereof  to  City  Bank  Fanners  Trust 
Co.,  agent  for  the  voting  trustees  of 
capital  stock  of  Columbia  Pictures 
Corp." 

Voting  trust  certificates  may  be 
exchanged  for  common  stock  cer- 
tificates by  sending  them  to  the  agent 
accompanied  by  a  letter  of  trans- 
mittal. 

Trustees  under  the  agreement  are 
Harry  and  Jack  Cohn  and  Dr.  A.  H. 
Giannini. 


AGVA  and  Major  Circuits 
Begin  Recognition  Parleys 

(Continued  from  Pane  1) 

taming  AGVA  recognition  by  the 
,  theater  operators.  Attending  a 
1  meeting  yesterday  with  union  offi- 
,  cials  were  representatives  of  RKO, 
i  Fabian,  Warner  Bros.,  Loew's, 
Brandt,  Paramount  and  Skouras  cir- 
cuits and  the  Roxy  Theater. 

At  another  meeting  with  the  New 
York  World's  Fair  executives  regard- 
ing the  acceptance  of  union  wages 
and  working  conditions  at  the  Fair 
concessions,  it  was  decided  that  an- 
other conference  would  be  held  on 
Monday  when  a  final  decision  would 
be  announced. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Springfield,  Mass. — Leah  H.  Ada- 
skin  and  Julian  S.  Riffkin,  who  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  a  chain 
of  theaters,  were  married  here  Sun- 
day. More  than  250  guests  from 
New  York  City,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Boston,  and  Worcester  attended. 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Monty  Banks,  pro- 
ducer and  director  for  20th-Fox,  was 
married  here  to  Gracie  Fields,  Eng- 
lish actress,  at  the  home  of  her 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Stans- 
field.  The  Italian  and  English  con- 
suls as  well  as  a  number  of  friends 
attended  the  ceremony.  The  newly- 
weds  leave  here  Friday  for  New 
York  and  Europe. 


Pittsburgh — Wedding  reception  for 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jake  Soltz  at  the  Wil- 
iam  Penn  Hotel  was  attended  by 
more  than  1.000.  Soltz  operates  the 
Ethumba  Theater.  Bride  was  Doro- 
:hy  Obernauer.  At  a  subsequent 
-estimonial  dinner,  Soltz  was  pre- 
sented with  a  diamond  watch. 


•  •      •     IF  the  Ampa  membership  and  guests  attending  the  luncheon 

meetin'  at  Dempsey 's  Eighth  Avenue  tomorrow expect  to  be  served 

a  lotta  pedantic  tripe   about   television's   relationship  to   tilums let 

them  perish  the  thought It's  true  that  the  principal  speaker,  Gil- 
bert Seldes,  is  tele  program  director  for  CBS and  is  certainly  cap- 
able of  goin'  academic  on  such  a  theme but  G.  S.  is  too  good  a 

showman   for   that Besides,   he's   a   wag   of   the   first    water 

Accordingly,  he  has  chosen  a  typical  topic:     "Can  Television  Replace 

the  Horse?" To  reinforce  his  pro  or  con whichever  side,   or 

both,  he  argues G.  S.  is  bringing  with  him  "Giovanni,"  who's  billed 

as  the  world's  greatest  pickpocket but  can't  prove  it  posi-fivly  in 

face  of  what  happened  allegedly  to  Lucius  Beebe  out  in  Reno  or  Vir- 
ginia City at  the  hands  of  a  rival  clutching-hander The  Seldes 

Circus  additionally  includes  Danny  Kaye  current  sensation  of  La  Martin- 
ique   and  Worthington  Miner,  CBS  tele  director,  who'll  likely  re- 
count television's  effect  on  lesser  filum  companies after  Seldes  deals 

with  the  majors If  not  enlightening,   tomorrow's  session  is   sure  to 

be  light 

T  T  T 

•  •      «     PACIFIC  MILLS,   hand  in  hand  with   UA,  staged   a 

cocktail   party    and   fashion   show yes'day    afternoon    up    at 

Monte  Proser's  Beachcomber Professional  models  and  "deb- 

bies"  displayed  modes  (and  themselves)  via  various  types  of 
raiment ranging  from  sleeping  and  beach  pajamas  to  after- 
noon and  evening  gowns. ..  .all  with  a  "Thief  of  Bagdad"  motif 

Alexander  Korda  should  be  very,  very  pleased  with  all  this 

We  know   we  were So   were  the   buyers   and   fashion 

designers  who  attended  en  masse 


Says  NT  Competes  with  All 
Other  Affiliated  Chains 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

his  own  attorney,  John  F.  Casky, 
and  told  Wright  "I  stop  him.  Can  I, 
at  times,  stop  you,  too?"  At  an- 
other point,  Skouras  told  his  attor- 
ney not  to  be  so  serious. 

Skouras  contended  that  his  com- 
pany will  not  invade  territories 
where  other  exhibitors  have  de- 
veloped their  business  over  a  long 
period  of  time.  He  added  quickly 
"You  probably  don't  believe  it,  but 
that's  our  policy."  Moreover,  he 
said,  in  purchasing  theaters,  his  com- 
pany has  often  found  that  it  has 
been  paying  more  for  film  than  the 
former  owner. 

He  additionally  stated  that  the 
Chase  National  Bank  owns  58  per 
cent  of  the  stock  of  20th  Century- 
Fox.  Skouras  himself  owns  5,000 
shares,  plus  some  shares  in  televi- 
sion and  radio  companies. 

Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Paramount's 
vice-president  in  charge  of  produc- 
tion, will  testify  today.  The  Gov- 
ernment announced  that  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  Paramount's  general  sales 
manager,  will  appear  for  examina- 
tion next  week,  and  that  efforts  j 
would  be  made  to  also  secure  Nicho-  I 
las  M.  Schenck,  J.  Robert  Rubin  and 
Louis  B.  Mayer  for  examinations 
during  the  same  week. 


To  Market  J.  Roosevelt's 

Coin  Pictures  in  90  Days 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

would  be  ready  for  distribution  in 
about  90  days.  Reaction  to  the  an- 
nouncement was  not  favorable  and 
a  majority  of  the  exhibs.  present 
registered  strong  protest  against 
mechanical  pictures.  Roosevelt,  how- 
ever, reiterated  his  stand  that  the 
device  would  increase  interest  in  reg- 
ular theater  programs  and  not  com- 
pete with  them. 

Attending  the  meeting  were  Wal- 
ter Immerman,  general  manager  of 
B  &  K;  Charles  Ryan,  Warner  the- 
ater executive;  Eddie  Silverman,  of 
the  Essaness  Circuit,  Jack  Kirsch 
and  Van  Nomikos,  Allied  leaders,  and 
others. 

Roosevelt  said  that  it  is  expected 
30,000  machines  will  be  installed 
during  the  first  year  and  that  they 
will  each  bring  in  $5  per  week. 

Immerman  told  Roosevelt  that  he 
thought  that  interests  outside  the 
film  industry  should  handle  distribu- 
tion of  the  machines.  Roosevelt 
stated  that  if  the  Mills  Company  did 
not  make  the  machines  other  manu- 
facturers would  get  into  the  field. 

Roosevelt  and  Henry  Henigson, 
Globe  studios  vice-president,  left  for 
the  East  after  the  meeting.  W.  H. 
Banks,  also  a  vice-president,  returned 
to  the  Coast. 


PHILLY  TRUST  SUIT 
ATTACKS  CLEARANCE 


(Continued  from  Page  I) 

20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp..  Co- 
lumbia Pictures  Corp..  Universal 
Film  Exchanges,  Inc.,  and  United 
Artists  Corp. 

Injunctive  Relief   Sought 

In  addition  to  asking  the  usual 
injunctive  restraints  concerning:  al- 
leged discrimination,  the  plaintiff 
asked  that  the  defendants  be  re- 
strained from  adopting1  as  estab- 
lished practice  the  "illegal  and  ar- 
bitrary zoning1  and  clearance  sched- 
ule prepared  by  the  defendant.  War- 
ner Bros.  Pictures.  Inc.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  preferential  treat- 
ment on  charges  for  film  rental  and 
priority  of  exhibition  to  the  the- 
aters operated  or  controlled  bv  War- 
ner Brothers  Pictures,  Inc.,  through 
its  wholly  owned  or  controlled  sub- 
sidiaries." 

Damages  of  $50,000  is  asked  by 
the  M.  F.  S.  Com.  with  damages  of 
$60,000  by  the  Rialto  Theater  Co.. 
together  with  costs,  etc.  The  suit 
is  based  on  the  clearance  situation 
in  the  area  in  which  are  situated 
The  Stanley- Warner,  Orpheum,  Co- 
lonial, Germantown,  Sedgwick, 
Bromley  and  Grange,  as  well  as  the 
plaintiffs'   Walton    and   Rialto. 

Conspiracy  Is  Charged 

The  plaintiffs  claim  that  the  de- 
fendants conspired  to  give  a  prefer- 
ential run  to  the  Germantown  over 
the  Sedgwick,  thus  pushing  the 
Rialto  back,  and  forcing  a  reduction 
in  admission  price  at  the  house.  The 
plaintiffs  also  claim  that  the  S-W 
Bromley  has  been  given  clearance 
over  the  Walton  even  though  the 
plaintiffs  say  it  is  not  in  the  same 
zone,  with  repeat  runs  at  the  S-W 
Grange,  further  handicapping  the 
Walton. 

The  plaintiffs  claim  that  they  are 
ready  and  willing  to  pay  reasonable 
prices  for  feature  pictures,  as  much 
as  the  Stanley- Warner  houses  in 
question,  but  this  right  has  been 
denied  them.  Result  of  these  al- 
leged moves  has  been  to  hurt  the 
rental  and  sale  value  of  the  Walton 
and  the  Rialto,  with  resultant  loss 
to    the    corporations    involved. 

Mayer,  Magaziner  &  Brunswick 
are  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Wanger  Drops  Sheean  Title 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Walter  Wanger  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  "Personal 
History"  had  been  dropped  as  the 
title  for  the  pix  suggested  by  the 
Vincent  Sheean  best  seller.  "We  are 
producing  a  new  story  and  will  give 
it  a  new  title"  Wanger  said. 


STORKS! 


Pittsburgh — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Sutton,  of  the  Davis  Theater,  Davis, 
W.  Va.,  are  the  parents  of  a  6%- 
pound  baby  girl. 
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Directed  by  Victor  Schertzinger  •  Screen  Play  by  Don  Hartman  and  Frank 
Butler    •     Based  on  a  story  by  Harry  Hervey   •  A   Paramount  Pictur 
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Poramount's     Road   to  Singapore     tops   record     Union 
Pacific"  grosses.  Biggest  4  days'  business  since  Sept.  1938* 

Paramount's"Road  to  Singapore"smashes  ahead  of  "Union 
Pacific"  grosses.  Biggest  week's  business  since  Oct*  1938* 


Paramount's    Road  to  Singapore    runs  © 
Pacific."  And  tops  ali  Paramount  P 
for  a  year. 
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Paramount's  Road  to  Sing 
weeks  of  first  run  bussrse 
Cinema  Casino,  Paramount,  ts 
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KORDA  MAY  MAKE  2  PIX 

IN  H'WOOD,  2  IN  ENG. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  begin  his  first  U.  S.  production. 
It  is  also  said  that  Morris  Helprin, 
Korda's  press  representative,  will 
accompany  him  to  the  Coast  and  act 
as  a  production  assistant. 


Tennessee  Won't  Appeal 
from  Ascap  Writ  Decision 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

forcement  of  the  Tennessee  anti- 
Ascap  law. 

The  legal  period  for  filing  an  ap- 
peal has  expired  without  action  by 
the  State. 

The  Statutory  Court  found  the  law 
unconstitutional. 


Wright  Billboard  Control 

Bill  Up  for  Vote  Monday 

Albany,  N.  Y. — The  billboard  con- 
trol bill  of  Assemblyman  Russ 
Wright  has  been  moved  from  second 
reading  to  order  of  final  passage 
next  Monday  night.  The  bill  is  much 
milder  than  several  other  measures 
previously*  hoppered,  and  is  a  com- 
promise bill. 


Old  Dominion  Barn  Dance  Broadcast  Plays 

to  6,000  at  35  Cent  Adntish  in  Richmond 

Richmond.  Va. — Exhibitors  here  are   now  faced  with  some   more   competition    in   the 
form  of  the  Old  Dominion  Barn  Dance  stage  show  and  broadcast  from  the  stage  of  the 
5,000-seat   Mosque   every   Saturday   night.      Two   performances   are   given,   7:30  and   9:30 
and  part  of   the  last  show   is   sent  out  over   the   Mutual   coast-fo-coast   network.      Last- 
Saturday  the  shows  played  to  over  6,000  peopie  who   paid  admission  of  35  cents. 


Seven  Film  Companies  Did 
$410,000,000  Biz  in  1938 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

II  of  the  Survey  of  American  Listed 
Corporations. 

Total  assets  of  six  companies  re- 
porting for  four  years — Loew's, 
Paramount,  20th-Fox,  Warners,  Uni- 
versal, Columbia — rose  from  $496,- 
000,000  in  1935  to  $511,000,000  in 
1936,  $529,000,000  in  1937,  and  then 
dipped  to  $528,000,000  in  1938. 

The  combined  balance  sheet  assets 
totaled  $531,000,000  in  1938,  as 
against  $532,000,000  in  1937.  The 
liability  side  of  the  combined  bal- 
ance sheet  showed  a  decrease  in  cur- 
rent liabilities  from  $54,000,000  in 
1937  to  $48,000,000  at  the  end  of 
1938.  Long-term  debt  declined  from 
$152,000,000  in  1937  to  $146,000,000 
in  1938.  Stockholders'  equity,  as  in- 
dicated by  the  total  book  value  of 
capital  stock  and  surplus,  increased 
$10,000,000  from  $297,000,000  in 
1937  to  $307,000,000  in  1938. 


"Tke  DARK  COMMAND 


RAOUL  WALSH  •  DIRECTOR 

with 

CLAIRE  TREVOR  •  JOHN 
WAYNE  •  WALTER  PIDGE0N 

ROY  ROGERS  •  GEORGE  HAYES  •  PORTER  HAH 
MARJORIE   MAIN  •  RAYMOND  WAIBURN 


/  PICTURE 


Bell  Labs,  to  Demonstrate 
New  Reproduction  Technique 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

April  9-10.  More  than  seven  years 
of  research  is  behind  the  accomplish- 
ment, which,  it  is  said,  will  assure 
the  Carnegie  Hall  auditor  the  same 
spatial  sense  as  to  the  source  of  the 
sounds  as  if  he  were  sitting  in  the 
original  hall.  In  addition,  it  is 
claimed  the  auditor  will  hear  the 
music  enhanced  by  variations  of 
loudness  and  tone  quality  according 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  original 
director. 

Technique  is  the  work  of  Dr.  Har- 
vey Fletcher  and  his  associates,  E. 
C.  Wente,  J.  C.  Steinberg,  W,  B. 
Snow,  R.  Biddulph,  L.  A.  Elmer  and 
A.  R.  Soffel.  It  picks  up  original 
sounds  through  three  microphones, 
at  right,  center  and  left  of  the  stage, 
the  sound  currents  being  amplified 
and  recorded  on  three  separate 
sound  tracks  on  film.  On  a  fourth 
track,  separate  account  is  kept  of 
the  amount  of  "compression"  for  each 
sound  track,  as  an  automatic  con- 
trol for  the  "expansion"  of  volume 
range  which  must  be  made  in  repro- 
duction. Latter  also  takes  account 
of  the  volume  changes  made  by 
the  director. 

Revolutionary  effect  on  sound  re- 
cording of  all  varieties,  films  espe- 
cially, is  confidently  predicted,  the 
sterephonic  system  enabling  each 
sound  current  to  actuate  its  own  set 
of  loud  speakers. 

Demonstration  program  will  in- 
clude recordings  by  Leopold  Stokow- 
ski  and  the  Philadelphia  Ork,  the 
Salt  Lake  City  Tabernacle  choir  and 
organists  and  Paul  Robeson. 


Gala  Broadway  Premiere 

For  "The  Great  Lothario" 


UA,  "U"  SAID  GOLD 
TO  CONSENT  MOVE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dress  premiere  will  usher  in  the  pro- 
duction. It  is  planned  to  road  show 
the  picture  throughout  the  U.  S. 


Classical  Cinema  Plans 

"Hamlet"  as  First  Film 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Announcement  is 
made  of  the  formation  of  the  Classi- 
cal Cinema  Co.,  which  will  produce 
films  for  educational  and  general 
consumption.  Richard  Stephens,  for- 
mer Paramount  exec,  and  Morris 
Ankrum,  actor,  head  the  organiza- 
tion. First  film  scheduled  is  an 
adaptation  of  Shakespeare's  "Ham- 
let" at  a  budget  of  $40,000,  to  be 
followed  by  "Macbeth"  and  Ben 
Johnson's  "Volpone"  if  the  first  film 
is  well  received.  General  distribu- 
tion is  being  sought  apart  from  edu- 
cational outlets. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Universal's  position  declared  "We 
don't  like  consent  decrees."  Ii^sras 
cited  that  the  company,  togethe*»^,h 
United  Artists  and  Columbia,  are  in 
the  role  of  "bystanders"  in  this  ac- 
tion, with  interests  differing  from 
those  of  the  other  five  majors,  for 
example  the  question  of  theater  di- 
vorcement, and  that  a  consent  de- 
cree acceptance,  as  a  compromise, 
would  be  injurious  to  Universal,  UA 
and   Columbia. 

Position  of  Universal  was  addi- 
tionally and  colorfully  expressed  in 
the  declaration  that  "we  are  in  this 
by  our  coat-tails."  It  was  observed 
that  the  same  situation  held  for  UA 
and  Columbia.  Discussing  the  angle 
further,  it  was  assei'ted  that  Uni- 
versal "got  a  belly-full"  of  consent 
decree  settlement  a  few  years  ago 
in  the  Fox  West  Coast  action,  and, 
therefore,  the  company  relishes  no 
repetition    of    that    instance. 


FPC  Reports  Net  Profit 

of  $904,324  for  1939 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pared  with  $326,819  in  the  previous 
year. 

Current  assets  totalled  $2,302,089 
against  $2,038,268,  with  current 
liabilities  at  $423,346  compared  with 
$562,302,  leaving  net  working  cap- 
ital of  $1,878,743  against  $1,475,966 
in  1938. 

The  company  reduced  its  bonds  to 
$6,400,000,  its  mortgages  to  $451,- 
402  and  its  minority  interest  to 
$590,856. 

The  issued  no  par  value  common 
stock  increased  during  the  year  by 
17,000  shares.  The  statement  said 
that  27,000  of  the  unissued  shares 
were  on  Dec.  30  under  option  in  fa- 
vor of  certain  executives  and  direc- 
tors of  the  company  at  prices  rang- 
ing from  $15  to  $17  a  share  up  to 
July  31,  1941. 

Since  that  time  N.  L.  Nathanson 
and  nominees  took  up  5,000  shares  at 
$15  on  Jan.  8.  By  July  15  the  agree- 
ment calls  for  another  11,000  shares 
to  be  taken  up  at  $16  and  by  July 
15.  1941,  another  11,000  shares  at 
$17. 


George  T.  Anton  Dead 

Pittsburgh— George  T.  Anton,  62, 
veteran  showman,  who  for  more  than 
30  years  operated  the  Anton  Thea- 
ter, Monongahela,  is  dead. 


"If  at  First  .  .  ." 

Detroit — One  persistent  Detroiter  is 
still  trying  to  see  GWTW.  He  has  been 
inside  the  Wilson  Theater  three  times, 
to  date,  and  sat  part  way  through  the 
picture,  then  contracted  a  heart  attack. 
Theater  attendants  have  been  assigned 
to  take  him  home  each  time,  and  he 
has  been  given  a  rain  check  for  his 
seat. 


Thanks,  Exhibitors 
of  America! 


E 

A/oua  leadi  Ut  paid 
calculation'  Ut  tUe 
Untied  State*. 

Oue*  /3,000  cadi 
paid  444M&UuesU, 

^Uati  leade/i  Ut- 
tebeti. 


JL  Taken  from  A.B.C. 
Publisher's  State- 
ment, for  the  pe- 
riod ending  De- 
cember   31,    1939. 


t^HE  CLIMAX  of  the  vast  advance  build-up  of  public  interest  in 


DAVID  0.  SELZNICK's  production,  0tedetcaj  will  be  highlight 

■ 

scenes  from  the  Selznick  International  picture  on  the  top-popularity  radio 


program,  The  Kate  Smith  Hour  .  .  Columbia  Broadcasting  System  .  .  coast 


to  coast  .  .  Friday  evening,  March   22nd,   from    eight  to   nine   o'clock. 


Judith  Anderson,  famous  stage  star,  will  appear  in  the  role  of  Mrs.  Danvers 


which  she  creates  on  the  screen.  Record  book  sales  .  .  magazine  publicity 


.  .  newspaper  serializations  .  .  national    tie-ups  .  .  and    now    radio  .  . 


combine  into  a  smash  campaign  for  your  box-office  in  anticipation  of 


Apr/7  12th  when  {M&tfeeca  will  be  RELEASED  THRU  UNITED  ARTISTS. 


TO 

DAVID   O.   SELZNICK 

producer  of 
Gone    With    The    Wind 
10  out  of  14  ACADEMY  AWARDS 


M 


,.       |>wiil)      &       13    I    ST 
44THST 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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WB  Ready_For  Court  Fight_lf  IATSE  Strikes^ln  Philly 

PRODUCER-THEATER  TIE  ESSENTIAL,  SAYSJREEMAN 

World  Screen  Time  of  American  Films  Holds  at  65  P.  C. 


World  Attendance  Weekly  at 

Film    Theaters    Shows 

5,000,000  Gain 

Despite  the  European  War  and 
its  economic  repercussions,  plus  the 
increased  restrictions  upon  Ameri- 
can distribution  abroad,  the  world 
screen  time  of  American  films  in 
1939  remained  unwaveringly  at  65 
per  cent,  Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief, 
Motion  Picture  Division,  Department 
of  Commerce,  announced  yesterday. 

At  the  same  time,  Golden  released 
the  Division's  annual  statistical 
checkup,  including-  a  variety  of  orig- 
inal compilations  by  The  Film 
Daily  for  the  1940  edition  of  its 
Year  Book  of  Motion  Pictures,  now 
on   the   presses. 

World  attendance  weekly  at  film 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

N.  W.  ALliEDlOARD 
TO  DESIGNATE  UNITS 


Minneapolis  —  Plans  to  organize 
sectional  units  of  Northwest  Allied 
Theater  Owners  will  be  formulated 
this  month  when  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors holds  its  first  post-convention 
meeting.  At  that  time,  the  Allied 
g-roup  will  be  divided  into  sections 
with  a  director  at  the  head.     These 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Form  Times  Sq.  Productions 
for  "First  Nighter"  Series 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Times  Square  Produc- 
tions has  been  organized  by  James 
Moore,  former  talent  director  for 
RKO,    Max    Kratz    and    Walter    O. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Cue  Poll  Shows  Two-Hour 
Show,  One  Feature  Wanted 

Single   features    surrounded   by    a 

well-balanced     selection     of     shorts 

constitute  the  ideal  movie  program 

in  the  opinion  of  fans  who  responded 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Conferees'  Snag  on  Transportation  Bill 

Indicates  Further  Delay  in  Neely  Action 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Unexpected  log-jam  developed  on  the  Wheeler-Lea  transportation  bill 
indicates  a  further  delay  in  House  consideration  of  the  Neely  measure.  Calendar  of 
the  House  Interstate  Commerce  Committee  calls  for  hearings  on  the  film  bill  as  soon 
as  the  transportation  conference  agrees  on  a  measure.  Observers  believe  action  may 
be  delayed  some  time  now  as  the  conferees  apparently  have  struck  a  snag  in  the  attempts 
to   reconcile    the   Senate   and    House   transportation    bills. 


FEBRUARY  ADMISSION 
TAXES  RISE  SHARPLY 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Admission  taxes  col- 
lected for  February  show  substan- 
tial gains  over  the  same  month  of 
last  year  and  previous  month  of 
January,  1940,  the  Internal  Revenue 
Bureau  reported  yesterday.  Paral- 
lel gains  were  recorded  for  Broad- 
way collections. 

The  February,  1940,  figure  was 
reported   at   $1,852,763.82    compared 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Buddy  Conferring  at  Para, 
on  War  Newsreel  Problems 


Problems  concerning  the  shipping 
and  shooting  of  newsreel  material  in 
the  war  zones  are  being  discussed 
here  with  Paramount  executives  by 
Lewis    Buddy,    in    charge    of    Para- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


NEW  YORK  U.  PLANS 
PIX  COURSE  FOR  A.  B, 


Conferences,  aimed  at  enlisting 
the  practical  aid  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry,  have  been  held  here 
recently  between  film  executives  and 
faculty  representatives  of  New  York 
University  in  connection  with  the 
latter's  proposal  to  establish  a 
course  in  motion  pictures  which 
would  lead  to  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree,  it  was  asserted  yesterday  by 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Court  Denies  New  Trial 

in  Nick  and  Weston  Case 


St.  Louis  —  Circuit  Judge  Ernest 
F,  Oakley  overruled  the  defense  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial  in  the  case  in 
which  he  granted  a  permanent  in- 
junction against  John  P.  Nick, 
IATSE  International  vice-president, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Report  Warners  Planning  Court  Fight 
If  I  A  Strikes  to  Aid  Philly  Musicians 


Fox  Midwest  Asks  Dismissal 
of  Hollingsworth  Trust  Suit 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Pleading  no  prop- 
erty in  Nebraska  and  no  represen- 
tative at  the  time  that  Frank  C. 
Hollingsworth  made  them  co-defend- 
ants in  a  $234,000  triple  damage 
anti-trust    suit,    Fox    Midwest    and 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Philadelphia — Taking  the  position 
that  Warner  Theaters  has  no  dis- 
pute with  either  the  musicians  or 
the  IATSE  and  therefore  any  at- 
tempt by  IA  to  pull  operators  and 
stagehands  from  houses  as  sym- 
pathy move  because  of  non-musician 
policy  currently  in  effect  in  all 
houses  would  be  illegal,  Warners 
are  prepared  to  contest  such  action 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Benefits     for     Both     in     Ar- 
rangement, Para.  Exec. 
Tells  Gov't 

Stressing  the  importance  of  the- 
aters as  an  adjunct  of  producing 
companies,  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Para- 
mount studio  executive  head,  stated 
yesterday  at  a  pre-trial  examination 
in  the  Government's  equity  suit 
that  it  was  essential  for  a  theater  to 
be  tied  up  with  a  successful  produc- 
tion company  in  order  to  assure  cer- 
tainty in  procuring  product.  Con- 
tinuing in  this  vein,  Freeman  said, 
on  the  other  hand,  since  every  pic- 
ture produced  is  a  "gamble,"  it  is 
important  for  a  production  company 
to  be  affiliated  with  a  group  of  the- 
aters sympathetic  to  its  efforts. 
Freeman  testified  for  the  entire  day. 

Freeman  outlined  five  principles 
applied  by  Paramount  without  dis- 
crimination in   deciding  whether   to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


RADIO  DRIVE  AGAINST 
NEELY  BILL  NOT  DEAD 


Plan  to  campaign  against  the 
Neely  Bill  via  the  radio  has  not  been 
shelved  entirely,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday. The  appeal  to  the  public 
over  the  airwaves  was  suggested  by 
Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Center  Queries  Patrons 

on  "Snow  White"  Revival 


Indicating  RKO  is  considering  a 
reissue  of  "Snow  White,"  teaser 
trailer  is  now  being  shown  on  the 
screen  of  the  Center  Theater  asking 
patrons  to  applaud  if  they  would  like 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Republic  Without  Plans 
to  Become  MPPDA  Member 

Sources  close  to  Republic  Pictm-es 
Corp.  asserted  yesterday  that  they 
knew  of  no  foundation  for  the  re- 
port  that  the   organization   is    join- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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Deny  Continental  Deal 

Real  estate  department  of  Warner 
Bros.  Theaters  denied  the  report  that 
it  had  leased  its  Continental  The- 
ater to  Leonard  Goldstein  for  the 
premiere   of  "The  Great  Lothario." 


Para.  Adds  Exploiteers 

for  "Cyclops"  Key  Runs 

Paramount  is  enlarging  its  exploi- 
tation staff  to  handle  "Dr.  Cyclops" 
in  key  city  engagements,  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  sales  chief,  announced  yes- 
terday. Field  men  will  be  split  into 
two  groups,  the  West  operating  un- 
der Cliff  Lewis,  the  East  under  Alec 
Moss. 

In  the  group  under  Lewis'  super- 
vision will  be  Ben  Hill,  Carl  Kreu- 
ger,  Bill  Lansburg  and  Leon  Benson. 
Moss  will  supervise  the  work  of  A. 
Maxwell  Joice,  Bud  Getschall, 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  two  others 
to  be  named.  Each  of  these  men 
will  handle  a  separate  sales  district 
working  directly  under  the  local  dis- 
trict manager. 

Hill  has  been  assigned  to  Hugh 
Braly's  district  with  headquarters 
in  Dallas;  Carl  Kreuger  will  work 
out  of  Allen  Usher's  office  in  Chi- 
cago; Bill  Lansburg  will  work  with 
R.  C.  Libeau  in  Kansas  City  and 
another  as  yet  unnamed  exploiteer 
under  Lewis  will  cover  the  Pacific 
Coast  working  in  collaboration  with 
G.  A.  Smith. 

Alec  Moss  has  made  the  following 
assignments:  A.  Maxwell  Joice,  to 
Harry  Goldstein's  territory  with 
headquarters  in  Pittsburgh;  Bud 
Getschall,  to  H.  F.  Wilkes'  district 
with  headquarters  in  Atlanta;  the 
New  England  territory  under  dis- 
trict manager  William  Erbb  will  be 
covered  by  an  exploiteer  to  be  se- 
lected later,  and  Thomas  Jefferson 
of  the  home  office  staff  has  been  as- 
signed to  Milt  Kusell's  district  with 
headquarters  in  New  York  City.  An 
additional  man  will  be  assigned  to 
this  territory  later. 

Decision  to  add  the  exploiteers 
results  from  recent  test  runs  of  "Dr. 
Cyclops." 


Three-Hour  Good  Friday 

Closing,  Detroit  Rule 

Detroit  —  Practically  all  Detroit 
theaters  are  closing  tomorrow  from 
noon  to  3:00  p.m.  for  Good  Friday 
observances.  In  addition,  these  houses 
will  be  turned  over  by  the  operators 
named  to  church  groups  for  special 
services:  Lafayette,  E.  D.  Stair; 
Fox,  David  M.  Idzal;  Fisher,  Riviera, 
United  Artists,  Regent,  Madison, 
Michigan  and  Royal  Oak,  United  De- 
troit Theaters;  Hollywood,  Ben  and 
Lou  Cohen;  Harper,  Wisper  & 
Wetsman;  Irving,  John  Golden;  Cas- 
tle, F.  J.  Leasia;  Flamingo,  Fred 
DeLodder;  Motor  City  and  Radio 
City,  William  Schultz;  State  at  Pon- 
tiac,  Butterfield  Circuit;  Uptown, 
RKO;  Punch  and  Judy,  Komer  and 
Goldberg;  and  Great  Lakes,  Funk 
&  Lancaster. 


Ross  Promotes  Jolley 

B.  E.  Jolley,  formerly  research 
production  manager  of  Ross  Federal 
Research  Corp.,  has  been  made  di- 
rector of  research  planning  and  pro- 
duction for  Ross  Federal.  John  Hol- 
zapfel  succeeds  to  the  position  of  re- 
search production  manager. 


Reisman  Treasure  Chest 
Contest  Launched  by  RKO 

A  Phil  Reisman  Treasure  Chest 
contest  is  being  launched  by  RKO 
among  27  foreign  representatives 
throughout  the  world.  Competition 
is  for  the  next  15  weeks  and  will 
be  based  on  billings  and  other  fac- 
tors, awards  to  be  made  for  the  best 
weekly  performance  and  for  the  full 
period. 

Principals  in  charge  of  the  various 
territories  are  Ralph  Hanbury, 
United  Kingdom;  Ralph  Doyle,  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand;  Reginald 
Armour,  Belgium,  Bohemia-Moravia, 
Egypt,  France,  Holland,  Portugal, 
Rumania,  Spain,  Sweden,  Switzei'- 
land;  Leon  Britton  China,  Dutch  East 
Indies,  India,  Japan,  Philippines  and 
the  Straits  Settlements;  Nat  Liebes- 
kind,  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile  and 
Peru;  Gus  Schaefer,  Cuba,  Mexico, 
Panama,  Puerto  Rico  and  Trinidad. 

War  Fails  to  Halt  Theater 
Building,  Remodeling  in  Ont. 

Toronto — -Opening  of  new  theaters 
in  Ontario  and  reopening  of  other 
houses  after  renovating  and  redeco- 
rating continues  despite  the  war. 
The  new  Kingsway  Theater  has 
opened  in  the  Toronto  area  with 
Brock  Farrow  in  charge.  In  Lind- 
say, the  Kent  Theater,  Jane  Ed- 
monds, operator,  has  just  reopened 
after  redecorating  and  reseating;  a 
new  theater  in  Beaverton  built  for 
John  H.  Grylls,  opens  tomorrow; 
the  Uptown  has  just  reopened 
in  Orangeville  after  reseating  and 
renovating;  a  new  theater,  to  cost 
$50,000,  or  more,  is  rumored  for  Port 
Arthur,  and  in  Parry  Sound,  the 
Theater  Holding  Corp.  will  erect  a 
theater  this  Spring.  The  company 
also  owns  the  Royal  Theater  there. 


Helprin  to  Take  Over  New 
Production  Task  Next  Week 


Appointment  of  Morris  Helprin  as 
production  assistant  to  Alexander 
Korda  was  confirmed  yesterday.  Hel- 
prin, who  for  the  last  four  years, 
has  been  Korda's  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising representative  in  the  U.  S., 
leaves  for  the  Coast  Monday  to  take 
over  his  new  duties  in  connection 
with  final  sequences  of  "Thief  of 
Bagdad." 

Helprin  will  have  an  active  part 
in  subsequent  pictures  now  planned 
by  Korda.  Announcement  of  next 
season's  schedule  is  expected  short- 
ly. 


Producers-Unions  May  Talk 
Wage  Rescinding  Tomorrow 

West   Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Resumption  of  nego- 
tiations between  producers  and  stu- 
dio unions  are  tentatively  set  for 
tomorrow. 

Y.  Frank  Freeman,  president  of 
the  AMPP,  is  in  the  East  and  may 
not  be  able  to  return  until  next  week. 
Freeman  has  notified  the  unions  that 
producers  have  not  abandoned  their 
stand  that  the  10  per  cent  wage  in- 
crease should  be  terminated  because 
of  loss  of  foreign  markets. 


cominc  mid  Gome 


SIDNEY  R.  KENT  and  MRS.  KENT  left  New 
York  yesterday  by  train  for  a  two-week  stay 
in   Florida. 

LYNN  FARNOL,  United  Artists  ad.  and  pub. 
director,     left     last     night     by     plane  Fort 

Worth,    Tex.  ^ 

MORRIS  HELPRIN,  production  assistant  to 
Alexander   Korda,    leaves   for   the   Coast   Monday. 

VIC  SHAPIRO  flew  to  the  Coast  last  night. 

THORNTON  HEE,  one  of  the  directors  of 
"Pinocchio,"  arrives  in  New  York  today  from 
Hollywood   for   a   few  weeks'    vacation. 

SAMUEL  COLDWYN  and  his  wife  are  vaca- 
tioning  in   Arizona. 

JASCHA  HEIFETZ  leaves  Miami  March  30 
by   plane   for   a   concert   tour  of   South   America. 

KATE  SMITH  goes  to  the  Coast  in  two  weeks. 

LOREN  L.  RYDER,  Paramount  studio's  sound 
department  head,  leaves  the  Coast  April  5  for 
Atlantic    City    to    attend    the    SMPE    convention. 

ARCH  OBOLER  is  here  from  the  Coast  on 
business. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  has  returned  from  the 
Coast. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic's  president, 
'eaves  the  home  office  today  for  Boston  and 
is   due   to   return   Monday. 

HOYT  HADDOCK,  executive  secretary  of 
AGVA,  left  last  night  by  plane  for  Chicago, 
going  from  there  to  Pittsburgh  on  Friday  and 
returning   to   New  York   Monday  morning. 

LOU  PHILLIPS,  of  Modern  Theater  Equipment 
Corp.,  New  Haven,  has  left  by  car  for  a  three 
weeks'   vacation    in   Florida. 

DAVE  BALABAN,  B  &  K  district  manager,  Chi- 
cago, has  gone  to  Florida  for  a  Winter  vacation. 

MAX  TURNER,  B  &  K  booking  manager,  has 
returned  to  Chicago  from  a  West  Coast  vaca- 
tion  trip. 

MONTY  BANKS  and  his  wife,  GRACIE  FIELDS, 
leave  the  Coast  tomorrow  for  New  York,  en 
route    to    Europe. 

LINDA  DARNELL  arrives  here  Monday  from 
the   Coast   for  a   vacation. 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  goes  to  the  Coast  to- 
morrow. 


Farnol  Flies  to  Fort  Worth 
to  Set  "Westerner"  Opening 

World  premiere  of  "The  Wes- 
terner" may  be  held  in  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.,  in  July.  Lynn  Farnol,  direc- 
tor of  publicity  and  advertising  for 
United  Artists,  flew  to  Fort  Worth 
last  night  to  discuss  the  plan  with 
Amon  Carter,  publisher  of  the  Fort 
Worth  Star-Telegram,  and  Bob 
O'Donnell  of  Dallas,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Interstate  circuit. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

MARCH  21 
W.    S.   Van    Dyke 

Sidney  Franklin 
Virginia  Weidler 
Edward    Cronjager 

Minna  Stieglitz 


// 


* 


NORTHWEST  PASSAGE 

HELD  OVER  3rd  WEEK! 


at  the  big  Capitol,  N.  Y, 


// 


Yes,  indeed— 
March  came  in 
like  an  M-G-M  Lion 
bringing  a  worthy 
successor  to 
"Gone  With  The 
Wind"  at  the 
Capitol  Theatre. 
And  now  they're 
packing  Broadway's 
big  show-shop 
all  over  again! 
It's  a  Hold-Over 
picture  if  ever 
there  was  one 
because  Tom  tells 
Dick  and  Dick  tells 
Harry  and  every- 
body flocks  over 
to  enjoy  the 
Technicolorful 
Thrills!  Have  you 
arranged  for 
Extra  Time  yet? 


"NORTHWEST  PASSAGE"  {Book  7  —  Rogers'  Rangers) 
in  Technicolor  •  Starring  SPENCER  TRACY  with  Robert 
Young,  Walter  Brennan,  Ruth  Hussey,  Nat  Pendleton 
Screen  Play  by  Laurence  Stallings  and  Talbot  Jennings 
Based  on  the  Novel  by  Kenneth  Roberts  •  Directed  by  King 
Vidor  •  Produced  by  Hunt  Stromberg  •  An  M-G-M  Picture 


IDE 
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theaters  increased  by  5,000,000  in 
1939,  the  Golden  summary  indicates. 
Approximate  weekly  attendance  ad- 
vanced from  230,000,000  in  1938  to 
235,000,000  last  year.  In  the  U.  S., 
for  a  third  successive  year  film  at- 
tendance held  at  the  85,000,000 
weekly  total,  it  is  stated. 

Total  box-office  "take"  of  Amer- 
ican film  theaters  last  year  again 
hit  $1,000,000,000.  Film  rentals,  it 
is  stated,  approximated  $250,000,- 
000.  American  production  costs  are 
estimated  at  $165,000,000. 

Studios'  investment  in  stories  in 
1939  is  given  by  Golden  as  $2,470,- 
000,  the  sum  being  expended  for 
rights  to  101  books,  57  magazine 
stories  and  articles  and  39  stage 
plays,  produced  or  otherwise. 

The  Spanish  -  language  market 
ranks  second  to  English,  Golden 
notes,  with  German  third  and  French 
fourth. 


"Opposition"  School  Shows 
to  be  Curtailed  in  Virginia 

Richmond,  Va.  —  While  the  Vir- 
ginia Assembly  during  its  session 
just  closed  failed  to  enact  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  use  of  school  buildings 
in  counties  and  cities  for  commercial 
films  and  other  theatrical  entertain- 
ments not  for  educational  or  charity 
purposes,  the  MPTO  of  Virginia's 
Legislative  Committee  believes  its 
introduction  will  have  a  beneficial 
effect  and  serve  to  curtail  any  fur- 
ther extension  of  such  commercial 
activities. 

In  its  report,  the  committee  says, 
"We  have  the  assurance  of  the  assis- 
tance of  the  State  school  authorities 
in  this  regard,  but  local  exhibitors 
must  be  on  the  alert  to  prevent  by 
their  influence  with  the  local  school 
boards,  the  use  of  school  buildings 
in  unfair  competition  with  the  tax- 
paying,  school  -  supporting  motion 
picture  industry." 

The  committee,  of  which  Charles 
A.  Somma  is  chairman,  summarizes 
the  results  of  the  legislative  session 
as  "beneficial  to  the  exhibitors  and 
industry  in  general."  Measures 
adopted  included  those  requiring 
state  bonds  for  circuses  and  carni- 
vals and  placing  further  restrictions 
on  dance  halls.  A  boiler  regulatory 
measure  was  defeated. 


To  Raze  K.  C.'s  Empress 

Kansas  City,  Mo. — The  Empress 
Theater  is  to  be  razed  for  a  parking 
lot. 


"Movie  Boners" 

Two  glaring  "movie  boners"  mark 
"Do  You  Want  Your  Movies  Censored?," 
Mary  Hamman's  article  in  the  April 
issue  of  Good  Housekeeping.  Article 
credits  production  of  'O.  Mice  and 
Men"  to  David  0.  Selznick  and  fixes 
the  number  of  film  theater  patrons  in 
the    U.    S.    at    8,000,000. 


ALCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  H.  DALY; 


•  •      •     NEXT  month  your  Uncle  Sam  and  mine launches  the 

1940    Population,    Agriculture    and    Housing    Census which    is    a 

helluva   big   and   difficult    job Naturally,    our    industry    clans    will 

graciously   co-operate   with   the    enumerators    when    the   latter   come   to 

call to    top    the    prescribed    questions Ah,    but    even    more 

graciousness  would  be  on  tap if  our  pix  folks  realized  the   solid 

celluloid  bond  which  actually  exists twixt  them  and  the  enume- 
rators  for  the  last-mentioned  are  thoroughly  motion-picture-trained 

via  a  four-reel  movie which  the  Department  of  Commerce's  Bureau 

of  Census  has  produced  for  the  visual  education  of  the  120,000  enume- 
rators   

T  T  T 

•  •      •     WHILE  no  official  results  had  come  pom  the  Radio 

City  alleys up  to  the  time  this  colyum  "went  to  bed" 

it's  certain  that  the  Trade  Press  Bowling  Team  went  to  Valhalla 
last  night  at  the  hands  of  the  inhuman  RKO  Radio  firing  squad 
...     0.  At  least  there'll  be  a  "sporting"  contest  on  the  night  of 

March  30  up  in  the  Riverside  Plaza  Hotel when  M-G-M's 

basketball  five  tangles  with  the  cagey  cagers  of  National  Screen 

Service   for   the   industry   champeenship Metro's   quintet  is 

sponsoring  a  dance  right  after  the  contest to  encourage  good- 
will 'mong  pix  companies The  least  National  Screen  Service 

can  do  to  reciprocate  is  to  take  the  Metro  team  to  the  fracas 

in  a  trailer 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     ONE  of  the  really  big  events   of  the  social  season 

will  be  held  this  comin'  Saturday  night,  March  23,  in  the  Hotel  Astor 
'Tis  the  Seventh  Annual  ITOA  Movie  Ball and  every  indi- 
cation  points   to   it   being  bigger   and   better   than   any    of   its   colorful 

predecessors Local  Film  Row  will  attend  in  force  as  usual.  .  .     • 

Out   in   St.   Louis   the    other   day the    progressive    Globe-Democrat 

ran  an  ad  that  appealed  to  the  nose  as  well  as  the  eye Printed 

in  green  ink,  the  candy  ad  carried  a  fragrant  odor  of  peppermint  (an 

ounce  and  a  half  of  peppermint  to  a  pound  of  ink  is  the  formula) 

What  vast  possibilities  the  innovation  holds  for  film  advertising! 

For  example,  there  are  horse  operas 

T  T  ▼ 

•  O  •  THE  latest  picture  we've  seen has  in  it  a  dash- 
ing trio Bing  Crosby,  Gloria  Jean,  and  Kreisler Wotta 

cast! Of  course  Mr.  Kreisler  can't  play  a  violin even  if 

Gloria  and  Bing  weren't  holding  on  to  Kreisler's  arms 'cause 

the  Kreisler  ain't  Fritz  but  B.  B.,  of  the  Washington  office  of  Uni- 
versal  The   picture   is   hot   off   the   "U"   lot and   we're 

gonna  frame  it,  inscription  and  all,  which  reads  in  part: 

"'If  I  Had  My  Way'  I'd  bring  these  'stars'  back  with  me!" 

Signed:  B.  B. 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  JOE  HEPPNER,  of  Metropolitan  Photo  Service,  who's  chairman 
of  the  entertainment  committee  for  the  April  12  Press  Photogs'  Ball  at  the 

Hotel  Astor has  enlisted  George  Jessel,  Henny  Youngman  and  Harry 

Hershfield  as  emcees  for  p.a.  luminaries  Benay  Venuta.  Clyde  Hager, 

Ella  Fitzgerald.  Lew  Lehr,  Molly  Picon Bert  Wheeler.  Benny  Baker, 

Bob  Ripley,  June  Winters,  Teddy  Wilson,  and,  oh,  a  whole  slew  of  others! 
...     •   Paul  Terry's  new  character,  "Lucky  Duck,"  is  building  up  a  big 

public    following since    debut-ing    this    season    in    the    Technicolor 

Terry-Toon,    "The    Orphan    Duck" and    subsequently    'pearing    in 

"Much  Ado  About  Nothing."  20th-Fox  release In  point  of  age,  the 

li'l  fellow  is  only  in  his  'waddling  clothes,  but  exhibs.  and  public 

plus  toy  and  novelty  mfgs are  growing  keener  'bout  him  all  the 

time.  ..... 


COURT  FIGHT  LOOMS  IN 
PHILLY  MUSICIAN  ROW 
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in  the  Courts  on  the  grounds  of  coer- 
cion, it  was  reported  yesterda'" 

It  was  pointed  out  by  a  W  ier 
exec,  that  certainly  it  is  withm*  the 
rights  of  the  theater  chain  to  dis- 
pense with  musicians  as  long  as  no 
stage  presentations  are  used.  It 
was  also  asserted  that  Warners 
would  continue  the  non-stage  policy 
as  long  as  the  musicians  insisted  on 
their  hiring  musicians  in  places 
they  did  not  need  them,  the  reason 
for  dropping  all  musicians  in  Decem- 
ber. 

Notices  have  been  sent  out  by  the 
IA  to  its  members,  but  no  immed- 
iated   action  looms. 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — IATSE  intervention 
in  the  Warners-musicians'  dispute  in 
Philadelphia  may  receive  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
it  was  rumored  here  yesterday. 
Such  a  step,  it  was  stated,  would  be 
predicated  on  the  Department's  con- 
tention that  the  forced  hiring  of  un- 
necssary  labor  in  order  to  make  work 
without  the  excuse  of  technological 
change  is  an  illegal  activitv. 

Thurman  Arnold,  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General,  recently  described  this 
as  "a  tax  on  industry  which  cannot 
be  justified." 


Form  Times  Sq.  Productions 
for  "First  Nighter"  Series 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Heinz  to  produce  a  series  of  twelve 
features. 

The  company  has  obtained  exclu- 
sive screen  rights  to  "First  Night- 
er," the  radio  program  which  has 
already  aired  616  original  stories. 
Negotiations  are  now  pending  with 
Paramount,  RKO  Radio  and  Univers- 
al regarding  releasing  arrangements. 


WB  Execs.  Conferring 

Welt    Coast   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Burbank  —  Mort  Blumenstock, 
Eastern  advertising  and  publicity 
director  for  Warners,  and  Jacob 
Wilk,  story  editor,  are  conferring 
with  studio  executives. 


Opens  New  York  Offices 

New  York  office  at  229  West  42nd 
St.,  has  been  opened  by  Automatic 
Devices  Co.,  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  with 
Lee  B.  Spivack  in  charge. 


Can  You  Beat  It? 

Pittsburgh — Whitehall  Amusement  and 
Shopping  Center,  which  John  P.  Moss, 
owner  of  the  Melrose  Theater,  Carrick, 
is  building  in  Brentwood,  local  suburb, 
will  include  a  1,000-seat  theater,  medi- 
cal center,  20  bowling  alleys,  super  food 
market  and  seven  other  stores.  Plans 
are  by  Victor  A.  Rigaumont,  local  archi- 
tect. Combination  is  believed  without 
precedent. 


■ 


WHEN  MINUTES  MEAN  MONEY. 


PHONE - 


SEND  IMPORTANT  MESSAGES 
VIA  POSTAL  TJELEGRAPH! 

WHIN  PtOPU  AM  "TOO  BUSY"  remember  this: 
A  Postal  Telegram  is  not  kept  waiting  in  an  outer  office.  Postal 
messengers  are  trained  to  get  a  signed  receipt! 

WHEN  A  DEAL'S  ALMOST  CLOSED,  speed iast.min. 

ute,  important  facts  via  Postal  Telegraph.  You  can  be  sure  they 
will  be  transmitted  accurately! 

WHEN  THE  UNEXPECTED  HAPPENS,  notify  .11 

concerned  by  Postal  Telegraph.  It  costs  surprisingly  little,  thanks 
to  new  low  Postal  Telegraph  rates ! 

WHENEVER  SPEED  IS  ESSENTIAL,  count  on  the 

nation-wide  Postal  Telegraph  system— for  helpful,  personal 
service.  Just  phone  Postal  Telegraph.  Charges  appear  on  your 
phone  bill. 


ty&tal  Telegraph 

"First  When  Seconds  Count!" 
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RADIO  DRIVE  AGAINST 
NEELY  BILL  NOT  DEAD 
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a  meeting  of  publicity  men  resulted 
in  a  tentative  program.  Move  pre- 
sumably was  then  discarded  but  it 
is  understood  now  that  the  plan  will 
be  pushed  at  a  later  date. 


Funeral  Rites  Tomorrow 
for  Maj.  B.  A.  Reinold,  80 

Funeral  services  for  Maj.  Bernard 
A.  Reinold,  80,  actor  and  veteran  of 
four  wars,  will  be  held  at  4  p.m. 
tomorrow  at  the  Walter  B.  Cooke 
funeral  home,  117  W.  77th  St.,  with 
Masonic  rites  following  at  8  o'clock. 
Interment  will  be  in  Arlington  Na- 
tional Cemetery.  Reinold,  who  ap- 
peared in  early  films,  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Percy  Williams  Home, 
East  Islip,  L.  I.,  where  death  oc- 
curred. 


Strand,  Gardiner,  Burns 

Gardiner,  Me. — Fire  destroyed  the 
Strand  Theater  and  burned  19,000 
feet  of  film  with  estimated  loss  of 
$20,000. 


P.  C.  Osteen,  Sr.,  Dead 

Anderson,  S.  C— P.  C.  Osteen,  Sr., 
who  owned  and  operated  the  Caro- 
lina, is  dead. 


St.  Louis  Jury  Gets  IV©  Chance  to  Decide 

Theater's  Right  to  Eject  Peanut  Eater 

St.  Louis — The  question  of  how  far  employes  of  a  film  theater  may  go  to  prevent 
cash  customers  from  eating  peanuts  was  raised  in  Circuit  Judge  McLaughlin's  court  but 
the  matter  never  got  to  the  jury.  Judge  McLaughlin  sustained  a  defense  demurrer  on 
the  grounds  that  the  plaintiff  had  failed  to  prove  a  cause  of  action. 

Ervan  Craft  had  filed  a  suit  for  $3,000  actual  damages  and  $2,000  punitive  damages 
against  the  owners  of  the  Senate  Theater  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  suffered  nervous- 
ness humiliation  and  embarrassment  when  he  was  requested  to  leave  the  theater  with 
his  wife  and  12-year-old  son  because  the  boy  was  eating  peanuts  from  a  two-pound  bag 
purchased  before  they  entered  the  house. 


Buddy  Conferring  at  Para, 
on  War  Newsreel  Problems 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

mount  Newsreel  for  continental  Eu- 
rope. Buddy  arrived  from  Europe 
Monday  on  the  Manhattan. 

Buddy  said  yesterday  that  news- 
reel  cameramen,  although  on  the 
staffs  of  the  film  companies,  techni- 
cally were  in  the  army.  Shots  are 
assembled  and  cut  down  by  the 
French  Government  and  are  then 
made  available  for  distribution.  Pres- 
ent difficulties,  Buddy  said,  involved 
shipping  of  the  prints  because  of 
infrequent  flying  and  sailing  sched- 
ules.   He  will  be  here  about  10  days. 

Show  Ullman  Paintings 

Two  of  the  paintings  in  the  cur- 
rent Yale  Club  art  exhibit  on  New 
York  City  are  the  work  of  Fred 
Ullman,  jr.  fromerly  RKO  Pathe 
vice-president,  recently  named  asso- 
ciate producer  at  the  RKO  Radio 
studios. 


CONFIDENTIAL  MEMORANDUM 


To:  MR.  BUSY  EXECUTIVE! 

From:  RESULT-GETTING  ASSISTANT. 

Subject:  OPPORTUNITY  WANTED! 

UNUSUALLY  VERSATILE  as  a  CONFIDENTIAL  RIGHT- 
HAND  man  to  an  EXECUTIVE. 

Capable  MANAGING  RESPONSIBILITIES  and  PLAN- 
NING INTELLIGENTLY  with  a  STICK-TO-IT-IVENESS 
DETERMINATION.    A  FOLLOW-UPPER! 

UNLIMITED  QUALIFICATIONS  and  OUTSTANDING 
RECORD  in  PICTURE,  THEATER  and  RADIO  fields. 

EXCELLENT  RECOMMENDATIONS.  UNTARNISHABLE 
REPUTE  as  to  INTEGRITY,  LOYALTY,  HONESTY  and 
CAPABILITY. 

Salary  SECONDARY  to  OPPORTUNITY. 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

Box  No.  1000 

1501  Broadway,  N.  Y.  C. 


Cue  Poll  Shows  Two-Hour 
Show,  One  Feature  Wanted 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  a  request  by  Cue,  New  York  week- 
ly magazine,   for  a  formula. 

According  to  the  current  issue 
of  Cue,  the  gist  of  the  flood  of  let- 
ters outlining  the  perfect  program 
was: 

1.  No  double  features.  2.  The  fea- 
ture film  to  be  an  outstanding  Amer- 
ican or  foreign  product.  3.  This  film 
should  be  a  revival,  not  a  new  or 
current  film.  4.  The  single  fea- 
ture to  be  supplemented  by  a  well- 
balanced  program  of  shorts,  to  in- 
clude (a)  a  newsreel,  (b)  educational 
or  comedy  subject,  (c)  a  cartoon  or 
novelty.  5.  The  evening  shows  to 
start  preferably  after  8  o'clock  and 
10  o'clock.  6.  The  entire  show  to 
run  around  two  hours. 

The  poll  is  unusual  in  its  result 
as  it  does  not  taboo  foreign  pictures 
and  advocates  a  late  starting  time. 
The  big  point  appears  to  be  that  it 
doesn't  matter  how  old  the  picture 
is  as  long  as  it  is  good. 


Rogers  Signs  Arthur,  Harari 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Art  Arthur,  for  the 
past  three  years  with  20th  Century- 
Fox,  and  Robert  Harari,  for  the  past 
two  years  with  that  company, 
have  been  signed  by  Charles  R.  Rog- 
ers to  write  the  screenplay  of  "A 
Girl's  Best  Friend  Is  Wall  Streets," 
which  is  to  star  Jean  Arthur. 


N.  Y.  Theater  Opens  Apr.  25 

Tentative  date  for  the  opening  of 
the  new  New  York  Theater  on 
Broadway  has  been  set  for  April  25. 
No  picture  has  been  selected  as  yet 
for  the  opening.  House  will  oper- 
ate on  a  first-run  policy. 


Zukor  Denies  Estate  Sale 

Adolph  Zukor  yesterday  denied 
reports  that  his  760  acre  estate  at 
New  City,  has  been  sold.  Es- 
tate has  been  operated  since  1933 
as  the  Mountain  View  Golf  and 
Country  Club. 


Farrow  in  Canadian  Navy 

Montreal — John  Farrow,  director, 
has  been  sworn  in  as  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Royal  Canadian  Navy. 


"Claudine"  for  Carnegie 

"Claudine  a  l'Ecole,"  French  pix, 
follows  "The  Outsider"  at  the  Little 
Carnegie.  French  M.P.  Corp.  is  dis- 
tributing. 


PRODUCER-THEA.  TIE 

ESSENTIAL-FREEMAN 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

loan  one  of  its  stars.  These  prin- 
ciples were,  Freeman  said,  a1"  in- 
vestigation of  the  story;  of^  (hat 
other  personalities  were  being  used 
in  the  film;  whether  the  script  gave 
the  star  an  important  part;  who  the 
director  would  be;  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  story  itself. 

In  making  this  statement,  Free- 
man discounted  three  factors  sug- 
gested by  Robert  L.  Wright,  special 
assistant  attorney  general,  who 
conducted  the  examination.  The 
amount  to  be  spent  on  the  film 
played  no  part  in  Paramount's  con- 
sideration, he  asserted.  The  type 
of  exploitation  was  of  very  little 
importance  since  a  film  which  would 
pass  Paramount's  test  necessarily 
would  be  properly  exploited,  he 
added.  Finally,  Freeman  contended 
that  Paramount  did  not  guide  its 
decisions  by  whether  a  borrowing 
company  could  return  such  a  loan. 
At  this  point,  he  said,  "regardless 
of  whether  I  wanted  a  star  from 
Metro,  if  I  had  a  choice  of  a  loan  to 
Capra  or  to  Metro  I  would  choose 
Capra  because  I  feel  that  any  pic- 
ture which  he  would  make  would  en- 
hance the  reputation  of  our  star." 

Freeman  discussed  terms  of  com- 
pensation for  loanouts  of  players,  and 
in  doing  so  denied  the  claim  that 
there  was  a  fixed  arrangement  on 
price.  "You  simply  pay  each  studio 
what  they  would  have  to  pay  the  star 
for  the  picture,"  he  said. 

The  Paramount  production  head 
spent  considerable  time  describing 
his  early  association  with  the  com- 
pany, then  known  as  Famous-Play- 
ers-Lasky.  In  1919,  Famous  Players 
proceeded  to  purchase  and  build  the- 
aters through  Southern  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  formed  for  that  purpose,  Free- 
man said.  This  was  done  because 
Famous  Players  was  in  great  need 
of  a  theater  outlet. 

Departments  of  Paramount  have 
a  definite  rule  not  to  interchange  in- 
formation on  their  business  relations. 
The  theater  company  "jealously" 
guards  the  terms  of  its  contracts  to 
secure  film,  he  said. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  sales  man- 
ager for  Metro,  will  testify  on  Tues- 
day, with  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Paramount 
sales  head,  following  on  Wednesday 
or  Thursday.  Adolph  Zukor  may  ap- 
pear next  week,  and  will  be  examined 
by  special  assistant  attorney  gen- 
eral Paul  Williams,  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  suit. 


Charles   Boss  Stricken 

Charles  E.  Boss,  65,  veteran  scenic 
artist,  identified  with  D.  W.  Griffith 
in  the  industry's  early  days,  is  dead 
at  North  Pelham.  More  recently, 
Boss  had  worked  for  the  Loew  and 
RKO  circuits. 


Grace  Moore  in  Chi.  P.A. 

Chicago — Grace  Moore  will  make 
a  p. a.  here  Saturday,  simultaneously 
with  opening  of  "Louise"  at  the 
World  Playhouse. 
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NEW  YORK  U.  PLANS 
PIX  COURSE  FOR  A.  B. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Dean    Charles    Maxwell   McConn. 

Plans  for  the  course  already  have 
beedkormulated,  and  call  for  major- 
ing «$  prospective  students  in  sub- 
jects dealing  directly  with  motion 
picture  arts  and  sciences.  However, 
it  is  indefinite  as  to  when  the  course 
will  be  placed  in  the  curriculum. 
The  reason  for  this  is  the  univer- 
sity's lack  of  industry  assurance 
that  an  outlet  for  graduates  of  the 
course  will  be  provided.  The  uni- 
versity's attitude  is  that  it  "doesn't 
want  to  sell  students  a  gold  brick," 
especially  because  it  feels  the  gla- 
mor of  such  a  course  would  attract 
heavy  enrollment. 

The  university  has  sent  letters  to 
a  number  of  key  execs,  seeking:  their 
views.  Replies  to  date,  while  slow, 
are  encouraging  from  the  standpoint 
of  enthusiasm,  it  was  said. 

Administration  of  the  course  would 
be  centered  in  a  faculty  member  with 
practical  writing  and  production  ex- 
perience. Guest  lecturers,  all  au- 
thorities in  their  several  branches 
of  motion  pictures,  would  instruct. 

Republic  Without  Plans 
to  Become  MPPDA  Member 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  MPPDA.  Latter's  annual  meet- 
ing takes  place  Monday  with  Will 
Hays   in  the   chair. 


Teitel  Adds  to  Detroit 

Theater  Realty  Holdings 

Detroit — Moe  Teitel,  owner  of  the 
Warfield,  de  luxe  Negro  house,  has 
purchased  the  Grant  and  Rogers  the- 
ater buildings.  The  latter  will  con- 
tinue to  be  operated  by  the  Robinson 
^Bros.  under  their  five  year  lease. 
Teitel  has  acquired  an  interest  in 
the  Grant,  formerly  the  Holbrook, 
and  will  operate  with  Saul  Koi^man 
as  partner. 

Rites  for  Hyman  H.  Ramdach 

Boston — Funeral  services  for  Hy- 
man H.  Ramdach,  pioneer  Boston 
theater  builder,  were  held  yesterday 
at  Temple  Israel  meeting  house. 
Ramdach  died  in  Florida  on  March 
17.  He  is  survided  by  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Maurice  M.  Green,  wife  of  the 
Maiden  Theater  operator,  and  Mrs. 
Louis  C.  Wechsler,  New  Haven,  wife 
of  the  United  Artists  branch  man- 
ager. 


Ampa  To  Get  Nominations 

Ampa's  nominating  committee  is 
Bxpected  to  report  at  today's  lunch- 
eon meeting,  program  of  which  will 
oe  devoted  to  CBS  television. 


Wake  Forest  House  Burns 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Fire  destroying 
;he  building  and  about  $5,000  worth 
)f  equipment  swept  through  the  Cas- 
;le   theater  at  Wake  Forest. 


FIVE  FEATURES 
FOR  15  CENTS! 

Or  Maybe  You'd  Like  Four 
Features  and  a  Dish? 


Court  Denies  New  Trial 

in  Nick  and  Weston  Case 


Detroit — A  multiple  feature  policy 
to  top  all  multiple  feature  policies 
the  world  over  is  credited  to  Jack 
Broder's  Times  Square  Theater  here 
as  the  house  battles  Alex  Schreib- 
er's  Loop  theater.  Here's  what 
Broder  is  offering: 

Five  features  on  Tuesday  (change 
night)  —  a  seven  hour  show,  for 
15  cents  admission. 

Four  features  plus  dish  giveaway 
on  Thursday  (change  night),  with 
premiums  with  all  regular  admis- 
sions on  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 

Three  features  is  regular  policy  on 
Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday. 

In  addition,  free  downtown  parking 
is  provided  for  patrons  after  6  p.m. 

The  Loop  has  double  bill  on  all 
changes,  with  possibility  of  seeing 
four  features  offered  on  change 
nights,  but  not  extensively  adver- 
tised. Loop,  has  20-cent  admission 
at  night  with  15-cent  matinees,  ex- 
cept week-ends. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  former  busi- 
ness manager  of  Local  143,  Opera- 
tors, restraining  them  from  interfer- 
ing in  the  affairs  of  the  union. 
Appeal  is  expected. 

Likewise,  Judge  Oakley  denied  a 
rehearing  to  the  Eden  Theater  Co., 
owner  of  the  Fox  Theater,  on  its 
|  petition  to  intexwene  in  the  receiver- 
ship proceedings  against  Local  143 
or  to  sue  James  A.  McKeown  and 
William  M.  Brandt,  co-receivers,  for 
$75,000  because  of  the  picketing  of 
the  Fox.  The  court  also  rejected  the 
Eden  motions  for  arrest  of  judg- 
ment. 


Coast  Monogram   Exchanges 
To  Stubbins  and  Hulling 

San  Francisco — Howard  Stubbins 
and  Mel  Hulling  have  acquired  the 
interest  of  Ray  Olmstead  in  the 
Monogram  exchanges  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Los  Angeles,  Portland  and 
Seattle.  Olmstead  will  devote  his 
time  to  a  chain  of  Arizona  theaters. 

Stubbins  becomes  president  of  the 
four  Monogram  branches.  Hulling 
will  headquarter  in  San  Francisco. 
Marty  Solomon  has  been  named 
Los  Angeles  branch  manager. 


John  N.  Golding  Dead 

St.  John,  N.  B.— John  N.  Golding, 
assistant  manager  at  the  Capitol 
(FB),  is  dead  after  illness  of  four 
months.  Surviving  are  his  brother, 
W.  H.  Golding,  Capitol  manager;  his 
wife,  two  daughters  and  three  sons. 
One  son,  Walter  R.  Golding.  is  man- 
ager of  the  Community,  a  West  St. 
John  nabe  theater.  A  daughter,  Mrs. 
R.  G.  March,  is  the  wife  of  a  St.  John 
film  exchange  manager. 

Aubrey   Hammond    Expires 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Aubrey  L. 
Hammond.  46,  British  artist  and  de- 
signer, who  created  settings  and 
costumes  for  a  dozen  films,  is  dead. 


W.  J.  Connelly  Stricken 

Chicago — William  J.  Connelly,  57, 
for  15  years  director  of  the  Grove 
Theater,  is  dead.  A  brother  and 
sister  survive. 


382  for  "Virginia  City" 

Warners  "Virginia  City"  will  open 
in  382  key  houses  this  week-end,  its 
date    of  national    release. 


Center  Queries  Patrons 

on  "Snow  White"  Revival 
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to  see  the  picture  again.  According 
to  the  management  of  the  house, 
tremendous  response  has  been  forth- 
coming from  the  audiences.  Trailer 
has  been  on  the  screen  a  week  to 
date.  So  far  the  trailer  has  not  been 
shown  in  any  other  house. 


"Hidden  Menace"  to  Central 

Alliances'  "The  Hidden  Menace," 
has  been  booked  for  its  New  York 
first-run  at  the  Central  Theater  on 
April  3. 


FEBRUARY  ADMISSION 
TAXES  RISE  SHARPLY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to     $1,503,127.31.        For     February, 

1939,  for  a  gain  of  $349,636.51.  The 
February  figure  for  this  year  was 
$366,229.18  more  than  the  $1,486,- 
^34.64   collection   for  January,   1940. 

Broadway     figure     for     February, 

1940,  was  $706,813.97  compared  to 
$514,746.21  for  same  month  of  last 
year,  representing  an  incx'ease  of 
?192,067.76.  A  $514,581.23  g-ain  was 
recorded  over  the  $192,232.74  collec- 
tion for  January.   1940. 


GWTW  to  Close  Nine-Week 
Cleveland  Run  March  28 


Cleveland  —  GWTW  will  finally 
leave  the  Stillman  March  28  after 
i    record   nine-week   run. 


Miami,  Fla.— GWTW  will  call  it 
quits  hereabouts  Saturday;  pix  has 
been  showing  in  two  Paramount  En- 
terprises houses,  although  not  the 
same    theaters,    since   Jan.    17. 


Calais,  Me. — State  here  is  asking 
its  patrons  to  ballot  on  whether  they 
are  ready  to  pay  75  cents-$1.10  for 
GWTW  before  booking. 
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"The  Phantom  Strikes" 

with  Wilfred  Lawson,  Sonnie  Hale, 

Alexander  Knox 

Monogram  58  Mins. 

SUSPENSEFUL       MURDER       MYSTERY, 

BASED  ON  EDGAR  WALLACE  STORY,  IS 

GOOD  PROGRAMMER. 

Based  on  a  character  created  by  the  late 
Edgar  Wallace,  this  English-made  murder 
meller  which  Monogram  is  releasing  will 
entertain  the  who-dun-it  fans.  Picture  is 
highly  suspenseful  and  has  plenty  of  drama 
winding  up  to  a  good  climax.  The  cast  is 
able  and  the  production  merits  of  the  film 
are  0.  K.  Walter  Forde  directed  with 
Michael  Balcon  responsible  for  the  produc- 
tion. Wilfred  Lawson,  Sonnie  Hale,  Alexan- 
der Knox,  Louise  Henry  and  John  Longden 
head  the  cast.  Lawson,  a  shady  lawyer,  re- 
ceived a  floral  piece  from  the  "Ringer,"  fa- 
mous criminal  whom  the  police  believed 
dead,  giving  him  48  hours  to  live.  Sonnie 
Hale,  a  small  time  crook  who  knew  the 
Ringer,  is  employed  by  the  police  to  help 
them  to  identify  him  if  he  shows  up.  How- 
ever, the  police  assure  him  he  will  get  all 
the  protection  necessary  as  the  fateful  hour 
arrives,  but  as  the  clock  strikes  the  lights 
go  out  and  when  they  go  up  he  is  dead. 
The  Ringer  admits  his  identity,  posing  as  a 
police  doctor,  and  commits  suicide  by  taking 
poison. 

CAST:  Wilfred  Lawson,  Sonnie  Hale, 
Alexander  Knox,  Louise  Henry,  Patrick  Barr, 
John  Longden,  Patricia  Roc,  Peter  Croft, 
Charles  Eaton,  George  Merritt,  Arthur  Ham- 
bling. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Michael  Balcon;  Di- 
rector, Walter  Forde;  Screenplay,  Sidney 
Gilliat;  Based  on  a  character  created  by 
Edgar  Wallace;  Cameraman,  Ronald  Neame; 
Editor,  Charles  Saunders. 

DIRECTION,  Suspenseful.  PHOTOG- 
RAPHY, Good. 


Eddie  Cline  Directing 

Franklin-Blank's  "Villain' 


West   Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood— "The  Villain  Still  Pur- 
sued Her,"  Franklin-Blank  produc- 
tion for  RKO  release  has  gone  into 
work  with  Edward  F.  Cline  directing 
and  Harold  B.  Franklin  as  the  pro- 
ducer. The  screenplay  is  by  Elbert 
Franklin.  Vaughn  Paul  has  been 
assigned  as  assistant  director,  and 
Lucien  Ballard  will  handle  the  cam- 
era. The  cast  consists  of  Richard 
Cromwell,  Anita  Louise,  Buster 
Keaton,  Alan  Mowbray,  Marguerite 
Hamilton,  Joyce  Compton,  Hugh 
Herbert,  Franklin  Pangborn,  Billy 
Gilbert,  John  Wray  and  Diane 
Fisher. 


Shapiro  Flies  to  Coast 

Victor  M.  Shapiro  left  by  air  for 
Hollywood  last  night  to  resume  his 
publicity  campaign  for  Ellis  E.  Pat- 
terson, lieutenant-governor  of  Cali- 
fornia, who  plans  to  run  for  United 
States  Senator  from  that  state.  Sha- 
piro came  East  to  attend  funeral 
services  for  his  only  sister. 


"The  Outsider" 

with  George  Sanders,  Mary   Maguire 
Alliance  Films  Corp.  90  Mins. 

MEDICAL  STORY  WITH  GOOD  TWIST 
AND  ABLE  CAST  IS  PLEASING  ENTER- 
TAINMENT. 

Telling  the  story  of  a  quack  bone  special- 
ist, who  succeeds  where  skilled  surgeons 
fail,  this  English-made  film  is  pleasing  en- 
tertainment which  will  fit  neatly  in  any  pro- 
gram. George  Sanders  shines  in  a  meaty 
role  which  he  does  up  brown.  Mary  Maguire 
is  attractive  and  highly  efficient  opposite 
him,  and  the  remainder  of  the  cast  is  very 
efficient.  Paul  L. Stein  directed  the  film, keep- 
ing it  plausible  and  interesting  at  all  times. 
Sanders,  a  continental,  practices  in  London 
without  the  sanction  of  the  leading  men  of 
medicine  because  of  his  unconventional 
methods,  egotistical  manner,  constant  seek- 
ing of  publicity  and  lack  of  medical  degrees. 
However,  they  are  fearful  of  punishing  him 
because  of  the  amazing  results  he  has 
achieved  with  a  number  of  cases  pronounced 
incurable.  Principal  stumbling  block  to  his 
recognition  is  Frederick  Leister,  noted  sur- 
geon and  father  of  Miss  Maguire,  who  is  an 
incurable  cripple  according  to  the  best  spe- 
cialists. Sanders,  learning  of  her  case  and 
seeing  a  possibility  to  gain  publicity  and 
recognition,  succeeds  in  getting  her  to  come 
to  him  as  a  patient.  From  there  to  a  dra- 
matic finish  in  which  he  is  vindicated  and 
she  is  cured  there  is  a  well-knit  story. 

CAST:  George  Sanders,  Mary  Maguire, 
Barbara  Blair,  Peter  Murray  Hill,  Frederick 
Leister,  P.  Kynaston  Reeves,  Edmund  Breon, 
Ralph  Truman,  Walter  Hudd,  K.  Harrison. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Walter  C.  Mycroft; 
Director,  Paul  L.  Stein;  Screenplay,  Dudley 
Leslie;  From  a  story  by  Dorothy  Brandon; 
Cameraman,  Gunther  Krampf;  Editor,  Flora 
Newton. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
0.  K. 


Fox  Midwest  Asks  Dismissal 
of  Hollingsworth  Trust  Suit 
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four  district  officers,  Elmer  C.  Rho- 
den,  R.  G.  Montgomery,  Charles 
Shafer  and  H.  A.  McClure,  all  of 
Kansas  City,  asked  dismissal  of  the 
suit  in  Federal  court  here  yester- 
day. 


Ellisburg  Heads  CAC 

Chicago  —  Re-organized  Chicago 
Amusement  Club,  which  has  taken 
club  rooms  in  the  Stevens  Hotel,  has 
these  officers:  Herb  Ellisburg,  Essan- 
ess  district  manager,  general  direc- 
tor; Ludwig  Sussman,  Adelphi  The- 
ater, chief  buyer;  Irving  Mack,  cash- 
ier; Henry  Markbreit,  booker;  Sid- 
ney Stein,  assistant  manager;  Dave 
Krichiver,  director  and  Fred  Mind- 
lin,  press  agent. 


Colored    House   Burns 

Cincinnati  —  Fire  destroyed  The 
Dunbar,  colored  house,  Lockland,  op- 
erated by  Sally  M.  Bennett. 


"Stuffie" 

(Pete  Smith) 

M-G-M  11  mins. 

Swell  Dog  Short 

Hero  of  Pete  Smith's  short  about 
two  dogs  is  a  mongrel  pup  called 
Stuffie.  Satisfied  with  his  life  in  a 
pleasant  home  with  kind  people, 
Stuffie  has  only  one  annoyance,  a 
huge  St.  Bernard  next  door.  Re- 
turning one  day  from  his  investiga- 
tion of  the  neighborhood  Stuffie  dis- 
covers that  the  St.  Bernard  is  also 
going  to  live  in  his  house  as  the 
neighbors  have  moved  away.  One 
night  Stuffie  smells  smoke  and 
arouses  the  family  to  save  them  from 
the  flames,  but  he  gets  caught  in  the 
house  himself.  The  gallant  St. 
Bernard  loses  his  own  life  saving 
Stuffie  from  the  fire.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  humor  and  plenty  of  heart- 
felt drama  in  the  reel.  Audiences 
generally  are  sure  to  like  this  one. 


"New  Hampshire" 

Columbia  11  mins. 

Comprehensive    Historical    Short 

Depicting  the  state  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, ninth  state  to  ratify  the  na- 
tional Constitution,  this  short  gives 
a  comprehensive  history  of  the  state 
and  shows  points  of  interest  today. 
Opening  with  a  foreword  which  tells 
of  the  granting  of  the  first  piece  of 
land  to  a  Captain  John  Mason,  the 
reel  continues  to  present  day  activi- 
ties showing  popular  winter  sport 
resorts  and  the  well  known  Dart- 
mouth winter  carnival.  Reel  pre- 
sents a  number  of  historical  points 
of  interest  as  well  as  well-known 
mountains  and  lakes  which  will  be 
familiar  to  the  many  people  who 
spend  time  in  the  state  in  addition 
to  its  permanent  residents.  Reel 
was  written  and  directed  by  Emer- 
Yorke  and  filmed  in  Cosmocolor. 


Northwest  Allied  s  Board 
to  Designate  Sectional  Units 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

unit  groups  will  attempt  to  solve 
their  local  problems  and  if  unable 
to  do  that,  will  refer  the  matters 
to  the  Allied  group  as  a  whole. 

60  Theaters  in  Chicago 

Territory  Giving   Books 

Chicago  —  Robert  Gordon,  sales 
manager  for  the  theater  premium 
department  of  the  Consolidated  Book 
Publishers,  reports  that  more  than 
60  theaters  in  the  Chicago  territory 
are  using  book  premiums.  Orders 
were  received  during  the  past  week 
from  Golden  States  for  32  houses, 
for  Warner-Saxe  theaters  in  the  Wis- 
consin territory  and  several  inde- 
pendents in  the  Syracuse  territory. 


"Life  in  Finland" 

William  Lindenwald  10  mins. 

Semi-Travelogue 

Reel  is  a  semi-travelogue  /  ^in- 
land, presenting  interesting  Tfcstor- 
ical  points,  the  natives  at  work  and 
at  play  and  a  number  of  shots  of 
the  Finnish  countryside  in  winter 
and  summer.  It  depicts  the  country's 
industries  and  shows  logging  crews 
at  work  in  the  forests  and  driving 
timber  down  the  streams.  The  con- 
cluding sequence  deals  with  the  war, 
now  ended  and  a  number  of  the  shots 
have  already  been  used.  Further 
editing  of  this  material  and  some 
substitutions  would  improve  the  reel. 


"Pardon  My  Berth  Marks" 

with  Buster  Keaton 

Columbia  18  mins. 

Fair   Comedy 

Buster  Keaton,  man  of  all  work 
on  a  large  newspaper,  gets  an  as- 
signment from  the  editor  when  it  is 
impossible  to  round  up  any  other 
member  of  the  staff.  He  is  sent  on 
a  train  to  Reno  to  cover  a  divorce 
suit  of  interest,  with  the  young  lady 
in  the  case  also  on  the  train.  From 
there  on  there  is  a  succession  of 
slapstick  gags,  pet  parrots  and  a 
gangster  husband  of  the  girl  to 
make  the  proceedings  lively.  How- 
ever, the  picture  is  not  as  funny  as 
it  might  have  been.  Keaton  gets  a 
promotion  out  of  his  coverage  as  he 
has  captured  the  gangster  single 
handed. 


"What's  Your  I.  Q." 

(Pete  Smith) 

M-G-M  7'/2  mins. 

Interesting  Reel 

The  country's  latest  pastime,  in- 
telligence tests,  is  brought  to  the 
screen  in  this  new  Pete  Smith  re- 
lease. A  number  of  questions  are 
asked  on  the  screen  with  a  given 
limit  of  time  tolled  off  by  the  narra- 
tor for  the  answers.  The  answer  is 
given,  and  a  number  of  points 
awarded  for  correct  answers.  Reel 
has  an  interesting  set  of  questions, 
not  too  hard,  but  at  the  same  time 
stiff  enough  to  keep  most  people 
from  getting  100  per  cent  as  a  total. 


"Flying  Targets" 

Columbia  10  mins. 

Good   Sport   Reel 

Giving  credit  to  conservation  poli- 
cies adopted  and  launched  by  the 
U.  S.  and  Canadian  Governments 
for  the  marked  increase  in  wild 
fowl  in  the  past  few  years,  reel 
shows  a  number  of  game  birds  on 
the  wing  and  hunters  firing  at  them 
from  blinds.  Reel  was  filmed  in  the 
Virginia  marsh  country  and  include 
some  fine  outdoor  shots. 


Republic  Bowlers  in  Lead 

Chicago — With  42  games  won  and 
33  lost,  Republic's  team  leads  the 
Chicago  Motion  Picture  Bowling 
League.  Both  National  Screen  and 
the  Film  Carriers  are  a  single  game 
behind. 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Paramount  Estimates  Its  1939  Earnings  at  $3,870,000 

WORLD  rUM  THEATERS  ADVANCE  4.313J0  67,129 

Ohio  Supreme  Court  May  Get  Bank  Night  Legality  Test 


Troy  Amusement   Co.    Ready 

to  Carry  Unusual  Case 

to  Highest  Court 

Columbus,  0. — Legality  of  Bank 
Night  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  now  cov- 
ered only  by  local  ordinances,  will 
be  settled  in  the  near  future  if  plans 
of  the  Troy  Amusement  Co.  are  car- 
iried  out.  The  company,  operating 
;the  Mayflower  Theater,  Troy,  is  in- 
volved in  an  unusual  case,  which  by 
inference  will  determine  the  exact 
status  of  the  theater  game  in  the 
state.  The  Second  District  Court  of 
Appeals  confirmed  a  Common  Pleas 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

ALLIED  OnFTFEARS 
ACCESSORY  MONOPOLY 


Resolutions  opposing  "the  threat- 
ened monopolization"  of  the  adver- 
tising accessory  business,  adopted  by 
Allied  Motion  Picture  Theater  Own- 
ers of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Inc.. 
are  being  forwarded  to  producer - 
;  distributor  home  offices  here. 

Resolutions  refer  to  the  advent  of 

Advertising  Accessories,  Inc.,  its  ac- 

t  quisition  of  a  number  of  indie  poster 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Seek  3  Important  Writers 
for  All-Star  Charity  Film 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Negotiations  are  now 
pending  with  three  important  writers 
to  fashion  the  screenplay  for  the 
unique  feature-length  war  charity 
film  for  the  production  of  which  RKO 
Radio  will  advance  the  funds  and 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Edgar  Bergen  Forming  Company  to  Handle 

Both  Future  Stage  and  Screen  Activities 

Edgar  Bergen  is  forming  a  company  to  handle  both  his  contemplated  stage  and 
screen  activities.  Bergen  is  laying  the  foundation  for  the  new  organization  during 
his  current  stay  in  New  York  and  expects  to  put  the  company  into  operation  shortly 
after  he  returns   to   Hollywood  early   in  April. 

Bergen,  it  is  learned,  is  considering  a  stage  production,  personal  appearances  this 
summer  and  a  motion  picture  later  in  the  year.  He  plans  to  produce  his  own  one  or 
more   pictures. 


Marked  Theater  Construction  Activity 
Assured  Midwest  Territory  This  Spring 


The  Middle  West  will  again  wit-  , 
ness  marked  theater  building  activity  ! 
during  the  Spring  and  Summer,  with 
the  prospect  that  last  year's  total 
investment  in  construction  and  re- 
modeling will  be  at  least  duplicated 
if  not  exceeded. 

Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Ohio,  particularly  the  first  named, 
will  see  important  construction  ac- 
tivity, it  is  indicated. 


Checkup  by  The  Film  Daily  cor- 
respondents adds  these  projects  to 
those  recently  reported,  sending  the 
total  amount  involved  to  $1,500,000. 


Komer  &  Goldberg  Planning 
Three  More  in  Detroit  Area 

Detroit — Komer  &  Goldberg  Cir- 
cuit is  planning  construction  of  three 
new  theaters.     First  will  be  erected 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


UA  Raises  Two  Defenses  $570,000  for  M.P.  Relief  Fund 

in  Goldwyn  Suit  Answer       From  Screen  Guild  Theater 

Answer  to  the  Goldwyn  suit  for  ;  Announcement  last  night  from  the 
$54,559  was  filed  yesterday  in  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System 
Federal    Court    by    United    Artists  :  stated  that  when  the  curtain  is  rung 


Corp.  in  which  the  company  denied 
Goldwyn's  charges  and  raised  two 
defenses.   In  the  answer,  UA  claimed 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


down  on  the  present  Gulf  Screen 
Guild  Theater  on  April  21,  the  Mo- 
tion Picture   Relief  Fund  will  have 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Virginia  City9  Ahead 

In  its  first  five  pre-release  key  runs 
— New  Haven,  Worcester,  Springfield, 
Hartford  and  Bridgeport — Warners"  "Vir- 
ginia City"  is  out-grossing  "Dodge  City," 
company's  biggest  money  maker  last 
season,  15  to  25  per  cent,  and  is  run- 
ning from  10  to  20  per  cent  ahead  of 
"Fighting  69th,"  the  home  office  re- 
ported last  night.  Pix  is  nationally 
released    tomorrow. 


Estimated  Fourth  Quarter  Earnings 
of  Paramount  Are  Set  at  $1,030,000 


Adjusted     Figures     Eliminate 

30,000  Workers'  Halls 

in  the  Soviets 

Number  of  film  theaters  in  98 
countries  throughout  the  world  rose 
a  net  of  4,313  in  1939,  according  to 
a  world  market  survey  released  yes- 
terday by  Nathan  D.  Golden,  Chief, 
Motion  Picture  Division,  Department 
of    Commerce. 

Total  as  of  Jan.  1  last  was  ap- 
proximately 67,129  as  compared  with 
an  adjusted  total  of  62,816  for  the 
preceding  year.  Adjustment  was 
made  through  the  elimination  of 
about  30,000  so-called  Russian  the- 
aters, which,  counted  in  1938,  gave 
a  total  of  92,816. 

Consideration   of   the   30,000    Rus- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


FILM  SERVICE  FUNDS 
KNIFED  IN  CONGRESS 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Life  of  the  U.  S. 
Film  Service,  headed  by  Pare  Lo- 
rentz,  was  endangered  yesterday  by 
action  of  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee  in  striking  out  the  bud- 
get request  for  funds  to  continue 
the  activities  of  the  Film  Service 
and  put  it  on  a  permanent  basis. 

The    budget    asked    $106,400    for 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Studio  Sound  Directors 

Coming  East  as  Erpi  Guests 

West   Coast  Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Major  studio  sound 
directors  leave  here  April  5  for  New 
York  where  they  will  be  guests  of 
Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc., 
for   a   week's    study   of   recent    and 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Estimated  earnings  of  Paramount 
Pictures  for  the  year  ended  Dec.  30, 
1939,  were  $3,870,000,  while  the  esti- 
mated earnings  for  the  fourth  quart- 
er ended  the  same  date,  after  all 
charges  and  interest,  were  $1,030,000. 
For  the  last  quarter  of  1938,  earn- 
ings were  $2,229,000,  while  the  1938 
earnings  were  $4,105,675. 

The  estimated  figures  for  the  last 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


"Pay  Me,"  Theater  Game, 

Brings  Raid  in  Newark 

Newark,  N.  J. — Equipment  for  a 
game  police  term  a  variation  of 
Bingo  was  seized  at  the  Treat  Thea- 
ter and  Manager  Philip  Berger  was 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Metro's  Distinction 

Unique  Broadway  scene  finds  Metro 
with  four  first-run  holdovers  simultan- 
eously. "Northwest  Passage"  is  in  its 
third  week  at  the  Capitol,  "Young  Tom 
Edison"  is  held  at  the  Music  Hall  and 
"The  Earl  of  Chicago"  at  the  Criterion, 
while  GWTW  plays  on  in  its  14th  week 
at    the    Astor. 
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WB  Not  Negotiating  for  'FBI' 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Warner  Bros,  deny 
that  the  company  is  negotiating  with 
Leon  G.  Turrou  and  Maxwell  Shane 
for  rights  to  their  original  story, 
"FBI." 


Hodges-Moroney,  Counsel 
Submit  Final  RKO  Claims 


William  V.  Hodges  and  John  R. 
Moroney,  committee  for  unsecured 
creditors  of  RKO  with  allowed  claims 
totaling  $4,107,460,  and  their  attor- 
neys, White  &  Case,  filed  applica- 
tions yesterday  in  the  Federal  Court 
for  final  allowances  in  the  RKO  pro- 
ceedings of  $45,000  and  $798  dis- 
bursements. The  committee  was 
represented  at  RKO  hearings  by 
Carlos  Israels,  member  of  White  & 
Case,  who  claimed  services  totaling 
1,028  hours.  White  &  Case,  who 
asked  for  $35,000,  allege  as  part  of 
their  services  that  they  aided  in  re- 
ducing stockholders  claims  to  18  per 
cent  of  the  final  capitalization. 


AGVA  Recognition  Talks  Get 
Under  Way  Again  Next  Week 

Negotiations  between  committees 
representing  the  actor  unions  and 
representatives  of  the  Broadway 
presentation  and  vaudeville  houses 
will  get  under  way  next  week.  Mean- 
while, Hoyt  Haddock,  executive  sec- 
retary of  AGVA,  huddled  with  the 
union's  branch  in  Chicago  yesterday. 
Today,  he  will  go  to  Pittsburgh  to 
set  up  a  local  in  that  city,  and  will 
return  here  Monday. 


New  Move  Against  Showing 
"Birth  of  a  Nation"  in  Chi. 


Chicago — Alderman  Earl  Dicker- 
son  appeared  before  Judge  Donald 
McKinley  yesterday  asking  that  the 
injunction  be  dissolved  that  permits 
the  showing  of  "The  Birth  of  a  Na- 
tion" at  the  Sonotone  Theater  and 
which  also  prevents  police  interfer- 
ence. 

Dickerson  said  that  he  represented 
the  National  Ass'n  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Colored  People.  Hearing 
was  set  for  next  Tuesday. 


Wanger  Pix  Gives  State 

Near  Record  Opening  Biz 

With  the  sole  exception  of  Eddie 
Cantor's  personal  appearance  a  few 
years  aero,  Loew's  State,  Broadway, 
broke  all  records  yesterday  with  the 
opening  of  Walter  Wanger's  "House 
Across  the  Bay." 


400  Chicago  Schools  Now 
Using  Educational  Films 

Chicago — More  than  400  Chicago 
grade  and  hieh  schools  are  now  using 
films  with  357  sound  projectors  in 
daily  use,  in  addition  to  many  silent 
machines. 


Ampa  Slate  Not  Yet  Named 

Ampa's  nominating  committee  has 
not  yet  named  a  slate  of  officers,  and, 
consequently,  will  again  meet  either 
today  or  Monday  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Rutgers  Neilson  in  order 
to  arrive  at  a  full  list  of  candidates. 
Election  will  be  held  on  April  4. 


W.  S.  Brown  Named  Trustee 
of  Educational  Films  Corp. 

William  S.  Brown  was  named  trus- 
tee of  Educational  Films  Corp.  yes- 
terday at  a  meeting  of  creditors  held 
before  Referee  John  E.  Joyce.  The 
designation  was  made  by  the  Ref- 
eree after  creditors  failed  to  file 
valid  claims  for  an  election.  It  was 
revealed  that  sole  assets  of  the  com- 
pany consist  of  16  mm.  rights  to 
approximately  1,000  pictures  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Grand  National 
trustee.  Educational  Pictures,  Inc., 
the  parent  company,  sought  to  file 
a  claim  of  $97,985  for  moneys  loaned, 
but  was  denied  that  right  until  it 
duly  verifies  the  amount. 

Next  meeting  of  creditors  of  both 
Educational  Films  Corp.  and  Educa- 
tional Pictures,  Inc.,  is  scheduled 
for  April  5  at  2  p.m. 


Examine  Ayres  and  Rogovin 
in  Maine  Monopoly  Actions 

Boston — Taking  of  depositions  of 
Norman  Ayres,  Warner  exchange 
manager,  and  Harry  Rogovin,  Co- 
lumbia exchange  manager,  was  com- 
pleted yesterday  by  George  S.  Ryan, 
attorney  for  Clarence  Milett  and 
Frank  Lepage,  Maine  exhibitors.  The 
taking  of  evidence  for  use  in  the 
two  anti-monopoly  cases,  both  filed 
in  the  United  States  District  Court 
in  Maine,  required  four  days  instead 
of  Monday  and  Tuesday  as  originally 
scheduled. 


Bowl's  Easter  Service 

to  be  Televised  by  Lee 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Easter  services  in  the 
Hollywood  Bowl  will  be  televised 
through  the  only  television  station 
in  the  West,  Thomas  S.  Lee's 
W6XAO,  whose  base  transmitter  is 
in  downtown  Los  Angeles. 

The  program,  featuring  Tvrone 
Power  and  Kenny  Baker,  will  be 
held  from  5  to  6  a.m..  Coast  time. 


Court  Denies  Dismissal 

New  York  Supreme  Justice  Sam- 
uel Hofstadter  yesterday  denied  an 
application  by  Standard  Pictures 
Distributing:  Corp.  and  George  Le- 
granas  to  dismiss  a  suit  of  Harry 
Segal  for  $32,400  breach  of  employ- 
ment contract.  Defendants  were 
ordered  to  file  answers  to  the  com- 
plaint which  claims  violations  of  a 
three-year  contract  made  in  1939 
whereby  Segal  was  employed  as 
general  sales  manager. 


George  Dillon  Eastbound 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  George  Dillon,  who 
has  resigned  as  Warner  Bros.'  New 
Zealand  manager,  is  en  route  to  New 
York  to  accept  a  new  post  with  the 
company. 


Thomascolor  Chartered 

Dover,  Del.  —  With  a  $1,250,000 
capitalization,  Thomascolor,  Inc.,  has 
been  chartered  here. 


commG  add  Gome 


MURRAY  SILVERSTONE  arrives  this  morning 
from    the   Coast. 

AL  WILKIE,  director  of  publicity  for  Para- 
mount,  left   last   night  for   Miami. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN,  Paramount  s/  f:  ex- 
ecutive  head,    leaves   today   for   the   CoaV. 

EMANUEL  SILVERSTONE,  American  represen- 
tative of  Alexander  Korda,  and  MORRIS  HEL- 
PRIN,  Korda  production  assistant,  leave  for 
Hollywood  Monday  by  plane. 

MARLENE  DIETRICH  is  scheduled  to  arrive 
here   this   week-end    for  a    three-week   stay. 

WINF1ELD  R.  SHEEHAN  is  due  to  leave  the 
Coast  in  the  next  two  weeks  for  a  business 
trip  to  New  York. 

AL   WOODS   has   left   for   Hollywood. 

LINDA  DARNELL  arrives  here  Sunday  from 
the    Coast. 

BETTE  DAVIS  leaves  the  Coast  shortly  for  a 
vacation   in   New  York  and   New  England. 

EDITH  FELLOWS  left  New  York  yesterday 
for  Washington,  continuing  from  there  to  the 
Coast  with  a  number  of  p.a.'s  scheduled  en 
route. 

A.  L.  BERMAN  returns  next  week  from  Flor- 
ida. 


Webb  Plans  Six  Yearly 

to  Star  Rin  Tin  Tin,  Jr. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Harry  Webb  has 
signed  Rin  Tin  Tin,  Jr.,  on  a  five- 
year  contract  and  will  star  the  dog 
in  a  series,  the  first  of  which  will 
be  released  Aug.  1.  There  will  be 
six  pictures  each  year.  Webb  is 
looking  for  a  young  boy  to  co-star 
with  the  dog. 

Webb,  via  Metropolitan  Pictures, 
has  just  completed  "Pinto  Canyon" 
with  Bob  Steele.  This  completes  the 
series  of  eight  pictures  with  Steele. 

$50  License  in  Chicago 

for  Slot  Machine  Movies 

Chicago — With  a  $50  municipal 
license  fee  for  "juke"  boxes  ap- 
proved by  Police  Commissioner  All- 
man,  it  is  expected  that  the  same 
levy  will  prevail  for  nickel-in-the- 
slot  film  projectors  when  marketed 
here  by  the  Roosevelt-Mills  interests. 


Untermyer  Rites  Today 

Yonkers — Funeral  services  will  be 
held  here  this  morning  for  Samuel 
Untermyer,  noted  New  York  lawyer 
and  one-time  counsel  for  William 
Fox  and  the  A.  L.  Erlanger  estate. 


CLOSE  THAT  DEAL 
TOMORROW  BY 
ELEGRAPHING  TODAY  VIA 

tostal 
Telegraph 

CHARGES    FOR    TELEGRAMS    'PHONED    IN 
APPEAR     ON     YOUR    TELEPHONE    BILL. 
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THE  4  BIG 
■HOLD-OVERS 
ON  BROADWAY! 


li 


"Northwest  Passage"  —  3rd  week  "Capitol 


1  m^m' 


"Young  Tom  Edison'  —2nd  week  — Music  Hall 


"Earl  of  Chicago  —2nd  week  — Criterion 
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and  in  its  14th  week,  the 
Selznick-  International 
Production,  "GWTW" 
bigger  than  ever  after 
capturing  10  out  of  14 
Academy  Awards 
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OHIO  COURT  MAY  GET 
BANK  NIGHT  TEST 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ruling  at  Troy,  which  in  effect  held 
Bank  Night  to  he  a  lottery. 

Suit  arose  in  Troy  when  a  resident 
there  obtained  a  "search  and  seizure" 
warrant,  technically  invalid,  against 
the  Mayflower  Theater  in  rebuttal 
for  a  purported  refusal  of  the  man- 
agement to  permit  a  minor  daughter 
to  sign  the  attendance  register  for 
three  adult  members  of  her  family. 
Theater  then  secured  a  temporary 
injunction  to  prevent  issuing  and 
serving  of  the  warrant,  but  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  Court  refused  to  make  it 
permanent,  Court  of  Appeals  concur- 
ring. 

As  the  suit  now  stands,  the  com- 
pany has  requested  the  Court  of 
Appeals  to  withhold  execution  of  the 
decision.  In  event  of  a  refusal,  the 
attorneys  for  the  company  will  carry 
an  appeal  to  the  Ohio  Supreme 
Court.  Confirmation  by  the  high 
court  of  the  previous  rulings  will  re- 
sult in  Bank  Night  being  dropped 
throughout  the  state.  However,  a 
reversal  would  open  the  way  for  ex- 
hibitors operating  in  communities 
where  local  ordinances  prevent 
games  of  chance  in  theaters. 


Mangham  Reports  Holdings 
of  Mono.  Stock,  Options 

Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Monogram  was  the 
lone  film  company  to  file  with  the 
SEC  for  the  latest  issue  of  security 
transactions  and  holdings.  John  W. 
Mangham,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  director  of 
Monogram,  reported  that  he  holds 
100  shares  of  common  stock  directly 
and  3,500  shares  through  Monogram 
Southern  Exchanges,  Inc.  He  reported 
holding  no  options  for  common  di- 
rectly but  has  8,304  of  the  options 
through  Monogram  Southern  Ex- 
changes. 


Advance  Nortown  Clearance 

Chicago — B  &  K  is  advancing  its 
Nortown  theater  to  "B"  week  clear- 
ance. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

MARCH  22 
Joseph   Schildkraut  Bernice  Claire 

Chico     Marx  Virginia    Crey 

Henry   Hobart  Carmelita  Geraghty 

MARCH  23 
Joan  Crawford  Winfield   Andrus 


•      •      •      BECAUSE  of  the  slick  satire studding  Gilbert  Seldes' 

talk  yes'day  at  the  Ampa  luncheon  meetin' it  was  difficult  to  sep- 
arate  fun   from   fact We   think   G.   S.   was   truly   serious    when   he 

guessed  in  a  conservative  sort  of  way that  the  television  "rabbit" 

may  jump  in   a  coupla  directions   in   the  future Large   screen  tele 

will  be  on  tap  in  theaters while  something  resembling  the  current 

genus   will   prevail   in   the   home Regarding   tele  competition    with 

movies Mr.  Seldes  dispensed  with  this   all-important  item by 

asserting    that    movies    compete    with    everything    else so    why 

shouldn't  tele  compete   with   pix? 


•      •      •     WELL,  we  think  the  answer  to  that. . .  .is  that  neither 

pix  nor  tele  can  compete  with  "Giovanni" who  not  only  is 

billed  as  the  world's  greatest  pickpocket but  proves  it 

He  took  just  about  everything  from  Jack  Dempsey  but  his  shoe- 
laces  Morgan  Technicolor  Hobart  literally  lost  his  shirt 

and  about  the  only  watch  remaining  when  Giovanni  got  through 
was  the  one  the  pickpocket  sportingly  left  Seldes so  the  lat- 
ter could  time  his  personal  spiel Danny  Kaye  was  excellent 

as  usual  at  the  job  of  singing  unusual  songs 


•  •      •      ABOUT  a  thousand  merrymakers'U  invade  the  Hotel  Astor 

tomorrow  night for  the  Spanish  flavored  ITOA  Movie  Ball The 

dance   floor   and   surroundings   are   to  be   converted   into   a   patio 

Lionel   Toll,   who   appropriately   rings   the   publicity   bells   for   ITOA,    de- 
clares  that   the   institutional   Astor will   rumble   to   the    rhumba    of 

Max  Cohen.  Harry  Brandt.  Congressman  Emanuel  Celler,  Tom  Connors. 

George   Dembow Si   Fabian,   W.   French    Githens,   Mitch    May,    Jr.. 

Herman  Gluckman.  Walter  Reade,  Bert  Sanford E.  K.  "Ted"  O'Shea, 

Billy   Brandt,   Milt    Weisman,    Harry    Thomas,    William    F.    Rodgers,    Ben 

Sherman.    Ed   Saunders,    Gene    Picker,    Bill    Sussman,    et    al If    the 

boys   get   too   fancy-dan   in   their   dancin'    the   Spanish   stuff Harry 

Brandt  may  hang  out  the  ole  "S.R.O." — meaning  "Straight  Rhumba 

Only" 

T  T  T 

•  • '    •     THAT    bowling    match    Wednesday    night    twixt    the 

Trade  Press  and  the  unholy  rollers  of  RKO  Radio ended  in  a 

moral  victory  for  the  scribes but  a  victory  in  points  for  the 

pix   boys who   socked   the    scribes   three    straight The 

moral  victory  was  that  the  scores  were  fairly  close  despite  the 

uncanny  aim  of  Jack  Level  and  Ken  Hallam To  make  sure 

of  victory the  RKO  boys  saw  to  it  that  a  waiter  was  con- 
stantly on  hand  with  trays  of  bock  beer  for  the  writers 


•  •      •     BEFORE  winging  off  to  Beantown Prexy  Jimmy  Graing- 
er asserted  that  Republic's  Raoul  Walsh  production,   "Dark  Command" 

whose  stars  are  Claire  Trevor,  John  Wayne  and  Walter  Pidgeon 

W>H  be  world  premiered  in  simultaneous  performances at  the 

Grenada   and   Dickinson    Theaters on   Thursday    evening.    April    4 

out  in  Lawrence,  Kansas 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     HAPPY  Easter to  every  good  egg 


«      «      « 


»      »      * 


WORLD  FILM  THEATERS 
ADVANCE  TO  67,129 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sian  houses  was  dropped  this  year, 
due  to  the  fact  that  inquiry  vef  yled 
they  were  nothing  more  than  meet- 
ing halls  for  workers  where  pic- 
tures were  shown  without  admission 
fee. 

Houses  wired  for  sound  on  Jan.  1, 
Golden  reports,  totaled  65,006  as 
compared  with  66,362.  However,  ap- 
proximately 7,500  Russian  houses 
were  included  in  the  latter  figure, 
while  as  of  Jan.  1,  the  credited  Rus- 
sian wired  houses  numbered  3,000. 

On  Jan.  1,  a  total  of  35,936  the- 
aters were  in  operation  in  Europe 
with  34,694  wired  for  sound,  as 
compared  with  63,043  of  which  37,- 
578  were  wired  for  sound  on  Jan.  1, 
a  year  ago.  This  decrease,  as  noted 
above,  is  due  to  the  elimination  as 
theaters  of  the  many  Soviet  halls. 

Latin-American  countries  show  an 
increase  in  new  theaters  and  those 
wired  for  sound  during  1939.  On 
Jan.  1,  there  were  5,403  houses  op- 
erating of  which  4,884  were  wired 
for  sound  as  compared  with  5,239 
theaters  of  which  4,571  were  wired 
for  sound  films. 

The  Far  East  also  shows  an  up- 
ward trend  in  theater  construction. 
As  of  Jan.  1,  6,568  theaters  were  in 
operation  of  which  6,220  theaters 
were  wired  for  sound,  as  against 
6,201  theaters  of  which  5,796  were 
wired  on  Jan.  1,  1939. 

Canadian  expansion  of  theaters 
while  slight,  records  1,251  theaters, 
all  of  which  were  wired  on  Jan.  1, 
as  compared  with  1,224  for  the  cor- 
responding date  of  1939. 

In  the  Near  East  and  Africa  the- 
ater expansion  has  kept  pace  with 
other  world  markets.  On  Jan.  1,  968 
theaters  were  in  operation  with  954 
wired  for  sound,  as  against  881  the- 
aters of  which  856  were  wired  for 
sound  on   Jan.   1,   1939. 

The  Film  Daily  annual  survey 
for  the  1940  Year  Book  indicates  that 
on  Jan.  1,  17,003  theaters,  all  wired 
for  sound,  were  open  and  in  opera- 
tion in  the  U.  S.  as  compared  with 
16,251  theaters  a  year  earlier. 


Andy  Smith  Holds  Lead 

Eastern  Sales  Manager  Andy 
Smith  continues  to  hold  a  lead  over 
Western  Sales  Manager  Cresson  E. 
Smith  in  RKO  Radio's  "Smith 
Month"  competition  among  the  field 
units.  The  Calgary  exchange,  head- 
ed by  H.  F.  Taylor,  tops  all  branches 
in  the  standing  and  the  Canadian  dis- 
trict of  which  L.  M.  Devaney  is  man- 
ager leads  the  eight  districts. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


New  Haven — Lou  Ginsberg,  United 
Artists  salesman,  will  be  married  to 
Rita  Baum  of  Bridgeport,  at  the 
St.  Moritz,  New  York,  on  April  21. 


A  DRAMA  OF 
UNDYING  LOVE 


April  4th 

GRANADA  THEATRE  •  DICKINSON  THEATRE 

LAWRENCE,  KANSAS 
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Marked  Theater  Construction  Activity  in  Middle  West 


Last     Year's     Total     Invest- 
ment to  be  At  Least 
Duplicated 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  Fall  opening  in  the  northwestern 
suburb  of  Redf  ord,  around  the  corner 
from  the  present  Redford  Theater, 
operated  by  K  &  G.  It  will  have 
1,000  seats,  and  will  follow  the  Red- 
ford  on  runs.  Tentative  name  is 
either  the  Cornell  or  the  Oxford. 
Wright  &  Bogney  are  the  architects. 

A  second  house,  already  designed, 
and  called  the  Sherwood,  is  planned 
for  the  northwestern  district  also, 
on  the  Seven  Mile  Road.  With  plans 
for  other  construction  of  theaters 
recently  disclosed  by  other  operators, 
the  Sherwood  plans  are  being  held 
up  pending  conversations  between 
some  of  the  interested  circuits. 

A  third  house  is  now  contemplated 
for  Royal  Oak,  North  End  suburb, 
where  K  &  G  operate  the  present 
Royal  Oak  Theater. 

In  addition  to  this  expansion  pro- 
gram, K  &  G  has  just  completed  re- 
modeling at  both  the  Whittier  and 
the  Punch  and  Judy. 

Plans  for  the  construction  of  the 
Life  Theater  as  a  downtown  Wood- 
ward Ave.  house  have  been  definitely 
abandoned  by  the  Sam  Brown  Cir- 
cuit, it  is  learned. 


Chicago  Territory  Slated 
For  New  Houses,  Remodeling 

Chicago — One  of  the  most  active 
Spring  theater  building  and  recon- 
struction programs  in  recent  years 
is  taking  definite  shape  in  the  Chi- 
cago territory. 

Rapp  &  Rapp,  theater  architects, 
have  completed  plans  for  Sam  Myers' 
new  Glenwin,  to  be  erected  in  Glen- 
coe,  North  Side  suburb  adjacent  to 
Winnetka,  and  are  preparing  plans 
for  the  new  subway  entrances  for 
B  &  K  theaters  on  State  and  Ran- 
dolph Sts.  Second  new  Glencoe 
house,  seating  1,200,  will  be  erected 
by  the   Glencoe  Amusement   Co. 

Gollos  Bros.  Circuit  will  start 
work  this  month  on  a  1,200-seat 
Morgan  Park  Theater  which  will  oc- 
cupy the  site  of  the  district's  first 
house,  built  30  years  ago.  The  cir- 
cuit is  modernizing  the  recently  ac- 
quired Drexel,  to  be  renamed  the 
Ark,  and  the  Ray. 

Modernization  jobs  just  completed 
or  in  progress  by  White  Way,  ac- 
cording to  Prexy  Tom  Flannery,  in- 
clude the  Marshall  Square,  West  and 
Illington  Park  theaters  of  the  Good- 
man-Harrison Circuit  and  eight 
B  &  K  theaters. 


Two  More  New  Film  Theaters 
Started  in  Cincinnati  Area 

Cincinnati — Construction  work  has 
started  on  two  new  theaters,  one  in 
Ft.  Mitchell,  the  other  in  Linden- 
wald,  a  Hamilton  suburb.  Former 
spot  will  be  operated  by  the  Craw- 
f  ord-Luhn-Loofbourrow  interests,  the 
600-seater  to  cost  $90,000.  Crawford 
and  Loofbourrow  have  the  Chevwood 
and    Woodlawn    in    Cheviot.       Miles 


Convert  Chick  Hatchery  Into  Film  Theater 

Forest,  O. — New  theater  was  assured  for  Forest,  O.,  when  workmen,  under  super- 
vision of  Leo  T.  Jones  of  Upper  Sandusky  and  Edward  T.  Gibbons  of  Canton,  started 
reconstruction  of  the  old  Forest  Hatchery  Building  for  that  purpose.  Building  plans 
have   been   approved    by   the   Ohio    division    of    building    inspection. 


Vance,  formerly  operator  of  a  Win- 
ton  PI.  theater,  is  building  the  new 
Linden,    500-seats    costing    $50,000. 

Two  other  new  theaters  in  the 
Cincinnati  district,  the  Cleves  and 
the  Sunset,  are  already  under  roof. 
Contractor  for  the  four  houses  is 
the  F  &  Y  Theater  Division,  Colum- 
bus. 


struction  is  expected  to  start  within 
the  next  60  days. 


Griffith  and  Baca-Graves  Will 
Erect  Houses  in  Helen,  N.  M. 

Belen,  N.  M.— Both  the  R.  E.  Grif- 
fith interests,  already  represented 
here  by  the  Central  theater,  town's 
only  house,  and  Dennis  Baca  and 
Claude  Graves  will  build  new  the- 
aters here,  with  Griffith  additionally 
reconstructing  the  Central. 

Baca  and  Graves,  who  operate 
houses  in  Albuquerque  and  Berna- 
lillo, will  spend  $25,000  on  a  600- 
seater. 


Drive-in   for   Indianapolis 

Indianapolis  —  Midwest  Drive-In 
Theaters,  Inc.,  acquired  fifteen  acres 
of  land  in  State  Road  67,  northeast 
of  this  city  for  the  site  of  an  open- 
air,  drive-in  theater.  The  project, 
to  represent  an  investment  of  $75,- 
000,  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  op- 
eration May   10. 


Build   In   Oklahoma    City 

Oklahoma  City — Construction  of 
a  new  $25,000  suburban  theater  at 
the  southeast  comer  of  N.  E.  12th 
and  Pennsylvania  is  to  be  started 
immediately.  The  house  has  been 
leased  for  10  years  to  Nelson  N. 
Clabaugh  and  James  Boyle. 


Texas  Consolidated  to  Build 
Fifth  Film  Theater  in  Tyler 

Tyler,  Tex. — The  building  of  a  new 
$40,000,  1,000-seat  theater  here  and 
rebuilding,  renovating  and  improv- 
ing of  the  Arcadia,  the  Liberty,  the 
Queen  and  the  Majestic  Theaters 
which  are  now  operated  here  is  being 
planned  by  Texas  Consolidated  The- 
aters,  Inc. 

All  four  of  the  present  theaters 
will  continue  to  operate  after  the 
new  theater  is  completed. 


$30,000  Castelli  Project 

Pittsburgh — Jerry  Castelli,  who 
operates  the  Grand  Theater,  Hills 
Station,  is  constructing  a  new  500 
seat  house  in  Library,  which  will 
cost  approximately  $30,000  and  is 
expected  to  be  completed  by  June  1. 


Rebuild    Library's    State 

Pittsburgh — G.  J.  and  George  P. 
Geinzer,  who  operate  theaters  in 
Library,  Broughton  and  Suterville, 
are  rebuilding  the  State  Theater  in 
Library. 


$45,000   Fairdale  Theater 

Pittsburgh — A  new  550-seat  the- 
ater, to  cost  over  $45,000,  is  being 
built  in  Fairdale,  by  Ben  Gugliotta 
and  sons.  House  will  be  completed 
by  mid-June. 


Schine  Interests  Approve 
$100,000  Project  in  Ohio 

Norwalk,  O.  —  Schine  interests 
have  approved  plans  for  a  $100,000 
house  here. 

New  Munfordville   House 

New    Terre   Haute    Suburban  a,t™+*~,  a,  ;h„    xr        t,t        «i       +v. 

Terre    Haute,    Ind.-Mrs.    M.    AJ      Muntordville,  Ky.-New  film  the- 

Wood  is  building   a  400-seat  subur-    ^L        ,       "'It      ^  dU1'm? 
ban  theater  herefto  be  ready  June  1.    SUmmer  for  a  September  °Pe™g- 


Silvermans  In  Ebensburg 

Pittsburgh — Jake  and  Ike  Silver- 
man, who  operate  the  Strand  The- 
ater, Altoona,  and  Blair  Theater, 
Hollidaysburg,  have  started  con- 
struction of  a  new  600  seat  theater 
in  Ebensburg,  expected  to  open  with- 
in the  next  60  days. 


To  Replace  Kearney  Empress 

Kearney,  Neb. — Site  of  the  burned 
Empress  has  been  purchased  by 
George  O.  Monroe,  who  formerly 
had  the  lease.  Theater  will  be  re- 
built at  a  cost  of  $25,000,  construc- 
tion starting  today. 


Commonwealth   to   Build    500-Seater 

Batesville,  Ark. — The  Common- 
wealth Amusement  Corp.,  Kansas 
City,  operators  of  the  Melba,  will 
construct  a  500-seat  film  theater 
here. 


New    Lucas    &    Jenkins    House 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Erection  of  a  $20,- 
000  Lucas  &  Jenkins  theater  on  East 
Lake  Drive,  just  outside  the  city 
limits,  has  been  approved  by  the 
City  Commission  of  Decatur.     Con- 


Converting  in  Manchester 

Manchester,  N.  H. — Conversion  of 
the  Sun  Building  into  a  550-seat 
movie  house,  the  Rex,  has  been 
started  by  the  Davison  Construction 
Co.,  local  firm  which  was  awarded 
the  contract  by  Lucien  Descoteaux. 
It  is  expected  that  the  extensive  al- 
terations will  be  completed  some 
time  in  May. 


Improve   Pittsfield    Capitol 

Pittsfield,  Mass. — Nathan  E.  Gold- 
stein, head  of  Western  Massachu- 
setts Theaters,  Inc.,  will  personally 


important   Building   Programs 

in  Michigan,  Illinois, 

Indiana,  Ohio 

supervise  remodeling  and  renof    "'on 
of  the  Capitol  Theater. 


Rebuilding  In  Huntsville 

Huntsville,  Ark. — Work  has  begun 
on  reconstruction  of  the  Dixie  The- 
ater which  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

Reconstructing    In    Harrison 

Harrison,  Ark. — Reconstruction  of 
the  Plaza,  which  was  damaged  by 
fire  recently,  has  started. 

$25,000    Remodeling    Job 

Detroit — Sam  Brown  Circuit  will 
spend  about  $25,000  on  remodeling 
the  Woodward  Grand  Theater  in 
Highland  Park,  north  end  suburb. 
New  entrance  will  be  constructed, 
moving  the  theater  front  up  about 
60  feet  from  a  side  street  to  Wood- 
ward Ave. 


Kilbride  Rebuilding  Dawn 

Detroit — Dawn  theater,  just  taken 
over  by  the  Kilbride  circuit,  will  be 
practically  rebuilt,  with  contract 
awarded  to  the  F.  Korneffel  Co. 


Owen  to  Rebuild  in  Opp 

Opp,  Ala. — George  S.  Owen  will 
spend  $27,000  in  rebuilding  the  fire- 
swept  Royal  Theater. 

Pinault  Plans  $50,000  Nabe 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.— William  A.  Pin- 
ault will  build  a  900-seat  nabe  here 
at  a  cost  of  more  than  $50,000.  House 
will  be  leased. 


To  Add  200-Seat  Balcony 

Mathews,  Va. — Be-Jo  Theater  here 
will  be  remodeled  and  a  200-seat  bal- 
cony added  by  Bob  Bertschely. 

Rebuild  in  Huntington 

Huntington,  Ind. — The  Huntington 
Theater  is  being  virtually  rebuilt. 

To  Revamp  Drive-in 

Agawam,  Mass. — Riverside  Park 
drive-in  theater  here  will  be  re- 
vamped by  Stuart  Amusement  Co., 
of  Boston,  new  owner. 

Interstate  to  Remodel 

Dallas  —  Interstate  will  remodel 
the  Varsity,  suburban  house,  at  a 
cost  of  $35,000.  Theater  may  get  a 
balcony. 


New  East  Peoria  House 

East  Peoria,  111. — Burned  Blue 
Bird  here  will  be  replaced  by  the 
Luxe,    600-seater.       Klein    &    Coyle 

are  architects. 


Two  Marchesi  Conversions 

Mount  Carroll,  111.  —  Marchesi 
Bros,  are  converting  a  garage  here 
into  the  Carroll  theater  and  a  store 
at  Amboy  into  the  Amboy  theater. 


Albuquerque,  N.  M. — Morgan  & 
Sons  will  remodel  the  Coronado  here, 
adding  a  balcony  to  increase  seating 
capacity   to   519. 
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PARA.  ESTIMATES  1939 
EARNINGS— $3,870,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

quarter  of  1939  do  not  include  $245,- 
OOO^^resenting  the  amount  of  divi- 
der. "  received  by  the  corporation 
and  its  consolidated  subsidiaries  from 
non-consolidated  subsidiaries  in  ex- 
'cess  of  Paramount's  direct  and  in- 
direct net  interest  as  a  stockholder 
in  the  combined  earnings  for  the 
quarter,  such  excess  representing  a 
partial  distribution  of  share  of  earn- 
ings of  previous  quarters. 

The  year's  estimated  earnings  in- 
clude $1,110,000  share  of  undistrib- 
uted earnings  of  partially  owned 
non-consolidated  subsidiaries.  There 
were  outstanding  as  of  Dec.  30,  1939, 
144,672  shares  of  cumulative  con- 
vertible $100  par  value  6  per  cent 
first  preferred  stock,  and  555,071 
shares  of  cumulative  convertible  $10 
^par  value  6  per  cent  second  pre- 
ferred stock.  After  deducting  $1,- 
201,074  of  dividends  accrued  for  the 
year  on  these  preferred  shares,  the 
remaining  $2,668,926  of  estimated 
combined  consolidated  and  share  of 
undistributed  earnings  for  the  year 
represent  $1.08  per  share  on  the  2,- 
465,927  shares  of  common  stock  out- 
standing at  Dec.  20,  1939. 

The  company  has  continued  its 
I  policy  of  taking  up  revenues  only 
to  the  extent  that  dollars  have  been 
received  with  respect  to  subsidiaries 
operating  in  foreign  countries  subject 
to  currency  restrictions,  Paramount 
reported  yesterday.  The  results  of 
[foreign  subsidiaries  operating  in  all 
other  foreign  countries  have  been  in- 
cluded at  current  rates  of  exchange. 
In  the  case  of  the  English  and  Can- 
adian subsidiaries  which  have  out- 
standing debt  payable  in  local  cur- 
rencies in  excess  of  the  net  current 
assets  of  such  subsidiaries,  the  pro- 
vision for  the  decline  in  dollar  value 
of  the  net  current  assets  of  these 
companies  has  been  offset  against 
the  amount  of  outstanding  debt  pay- 
able. 


Shift  "Pinocchio"  Marionettes 

Opening  of  the  Suzari  Marionette 
production  of  "Pinocchio,"  scheduled 
tomorrow  for  the  Belmont  Theater, 
has  been  shifted  to  the  Waldorf  The- 
ater. 


Balto.  Auditorium  Reopens 

Baltimore  —  Auditorium  Theater 
reopens  tomorrow  with  a  three-a-day 
film-stage  revue  policy. 
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Not  only  did  Spring  come  for  the 
Sammy  Forgostons  on  Wednesday, 
but  a  seven-and-a-half-pound  son, 
who  was  born  to  the  couple  in  Jewish 
Memorial  Hospital.  The  new  ar- 
rival's daddy  is  a  member  of  the  ad- 
vertising staff  of  the  home  office  of 
Loew's,  Inc. 


V  REVIEWS  Of  THE  DEW  f ILfllS  > 


"Midnight  Limited" 

with   John    King,    Marjorie    Reynolds 
Monogram  61  Mins. 

FAST  MOVING  CROOK  MELLER  HAS 
PLENTY  OF  ACTION  AND  PUNCH  FOR 
PROGRAM  TRADE. 

Nabe  patrons  will  enjoy  this  picture.  It 
has  plenty  of  action,  a  good  plot  and  pleas- 
ing characters  to  work  it  out.  Story  concerns 
a  chain  of  mysterious  robberies  on  the  mid- 
night limited  to  Montreal,  with  the  crooks 
making  a  seemingly  impossible  get-away 
after  each  job.  John  King  ably  fills  the  bill 
as  a  special  investigator  for  the  railroad. 
Marjorie  Reynolds  is  attractive,  and  a  cast 
of  seasoned  troupers  adequately  back  them 
up.  Howard  Bretherton  directed.  Marjorie, 
a  passenger  on  the  train,  is  robbed  of  valu- 
able papers  when  she  accidentally  confronts 
the  thief  after  he  has  robbed  a  diamond 
salesman  in  the  next  compartment.  She 
goes  to  the  railroad  and  when  King  discovers 
she  is  the  only  person  who  has  seen  the 
crook  he  enlists  her  aid.  King  and  Miss 
Reynolds  make  the  next  trip  on  the  train 
together  on  a  hunch.  Another  robbery  is 
committed  and  one  of  King's  assistants  is 
murdered  by  the  crook.  King,  in  the  mean- 
while, gets  several  clues  that  he  believes 
will  lead  him  to  the  crook,  and  poses  as  a 
banker  making  the  trip.  The  crook  robs 
him,  but  this  time  King  has  the  train  thor- 
oughly bottled  up  and  the  case  is  cleaned  up. 

CAST:  John  King,  Marjorie  Reynolds,  Ed- 
ward Keane,  Pat  Flaherty,  George  Cleveland, 
Monte  Collins,  Herb  Ashley,  Stanford  Jolley, 
Lita  Chevret,  Buck  Woods. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  T.  R.  Williams;  Di- 
rector, Howard  Bretherton;  Screenplay,  Har- 
rison Carter  and  C.  B.  Williams;  Camera- 
man, Harry  Neumann;  Editor,  R.  Schoen- 
garth. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*  FOReiGn  * 


"The  Great  Light" 

(Italian  dialogue,  English  titles) 
Esperia  Films  88  Mins. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES:  Another  well 
made,  smoothly  running  Italian  film 
with  English  titles  has  arrived  at  the 
Cinecitta. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE:  As  usual,  the 
acting  is  inspirational,  and  the  story 
is  rather  better  than  the  average  story 
by  an  Italian  writer,  but  the  film  isn't 
as  effective  as  it  should  be. 

DAILY  NEWS:  The  picture  is  su- 
perior, not  only  in  story,  but  in  direc- 
tion and  casting  as  well. 

CREDITS:  Diana  Film  production;  D  rec- 
tor, Carlo  Campogalliani.  PLAYERS:  Ama- 
deo  Nazzari,  Leda  Glori,  Vandina  Guglielmi. 

Gable  as  Bolivar  in  Fall 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Metro  has  set  "The 
Liberator"  as  a  Clark  Gable  vehicle, 
with  the  star  appearing  as  Simon 
Bolivar.  Pix  will  be  made  late  in 
the  year. 


"Monkey  Into  Man" 

World    Pictures   Corp.  60   Mins. 

PICTORIAL  STORY  OF  MAN'S  EVOLU- 
TION  INTERESTINGLY  PRESENTED. 

Supervised  by  the  eminent  Julian  Huxley, 
this  British-made  film  depicting  the  evolu- 
tion of  man  contains  interesting  material. 
The  subject  matter  is  well  presented,  the 
continuity  is  good  and  the  commentary  by 
John  Martin  is  both  lucid  and  educational. 
Film  was  produced  by  Stuart  Legg  with  the 
co-operation  of  London  Museum  of  Natural 
History  and  the  Zoological  Society.  An  in- 
teresting study  is  painted  in  the  picture. 
The  producers  start  with  the  basic  cell 
and  then  show  the  evolution  of  single  cell 
and  multi-cell  life.  Using  numerous  ani- 
mals as  illustrations,  the  point  the  picture 
strives  for  is  driven  home  in  convincing 
fashion.  Of  particular  interest  in  the  film 
is  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  monkey 
and    ape   families   in    relation    to    man. 

CREDITS:  Producers,  Stuart  Legg;  Super- 
visor, Julian  Huxley;  Directors,  Stanley 
Hawes,  Evelyn  Spice  and  Donald  Alexander; 
Cameramen,  George  Nolan,  Harry  Rignold, 
Paul  Burnford,  Jo  Jago  and  A.  J.  Jeakins. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Northward  Ho" 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Interesting 

Presumably  designed  as  a  trailer 
for  "Northwest  Passage,"  this  short 
tells  the  story  of  the  comprehensive 
preparation  and  actual  work  on  the 
location  scenes  of  the  picture.  Nar- 
rated by  Frank  Whitbeck,  reel  opens 
with  the  purchase  of  the  book  by  the 
studio.  From  there  it  depicts  the  re- 
search work,  search  for  locations  and 
finally  the  movement  of  the  small 
army  connected  with  the  making  of 
the  film  to  its  base  location  camp  at 
Payette  Lake  in  Idaho.  Cities  are 
built  both  for  housing  the  players 
and  for  destruction  in  the  film,  and 
incidentals  of  every  description  that 
went  into  the  making  of  the  picture 
are  described.  Short  will  give  the 
public  an  interesting  insight  into  the 
terrific  work  that  goes  into  the  mak- 
ing of  a  picture  of  this  type. 


W  "V  WULY  ; 
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ALLIED  UNIT  FEARS 
ACCESSORY  MONOPOLY 


{Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
companies,  and  express  exhibitor 
fear  that  "all  independent  poster 
companies  will  be  forced  out  of  busi- 
ness, much  to  the  detriment  of  ex- 
hibitors." 

Adoption  of  the  resolutions  cre- 
ated unusual  trade  interest,  due  to 
the  fact  that  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied 
States  board  chairman  and  general 
counsel,  had  commented  favorably 
upon  the  advent  of  Advertising  Ac- 
cessories. AMPTOWP  is  a  major 
Allied  affiliate,  headed  by  M.  A. 
Rosenberg  of  Pittsburgh. 


Studio  Sound  Directors 

Coming  East  as  Erpi  Guests 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
pending  improvements  in  sound  film 
recording  and  reproducing,  including 
demonstrations  of  improved  equip- 
ment, at  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories 
and  Erpi  headquarters.  The  party 
will  attend  the  first  demonstration 
of  stereophonic  sound  reproduction 
by  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories  at 
Carnegie  Hall  April  9,  and  visit  the 
WE  manufacturing  plant  at  Kearny, 
N.  J. 

Clifford  W.  Smith,  Hollywood  vice- 
president  of  Erpi,  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  trip.  Others  in  the  party 
will  be  Douglas  Shearer,  M-G-M; 
Elmer  Raguse,  Hal  Roach;  E.  H. 
Hansen,  20th  Century-Fox;  Loren 
L.  Ryder,  Paramount;  John  Liva- 
dary,  Columbia;  Thomas  Moulton, 
Samuel  Goldwyn;  Bernard  Brown, 
Universal;  Jack  Whitney,  General 
Service  Studios;  K.  F.  Morgan,  com- 
mercial manager  of  Erpi. 


Nebraska  Cash  Giveaway 

No  Lottery,  Court  Rules 

Nebraska  City,  Neb. — First  soft 
pedal  was  applied  here  this  week  on 
a  cash  giveaway,  when  the  Griffith 
Bros,  theater  good-will  giveaway,  a 
weekly  cash  handout,  was  given 
clean  lottery  bill  of  health  by  Judge 
T.  S.  Morton,  who  found  no  consid- 
eration in  the  plan,  joining  with  a 
prize  and  chance. 

In  each  instance  of  other  question- 
able money  tossed  to  the  public  for 
audience  builder,  consideration  has 
always  been  the  catch  point.  Most 
courts  rule  the  process  of  registra- 
tion, which  takes  of  one's  time  and 
effort,  is  enough  to  bring  the  theater 
within  the  letter  of  the  law. 


Add  Dual  Features! 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Add  dual  features: 
R.  W.  Huffman,  city  manager  of  the 
Lincoln  Theaters  Corp.,  and  Howard 
Federer,  general  manager  of  Nebraska 
Theaters,  Inc.,  both  bought  stage  shows 
last  week,  each  with   a  stripper. 

Both  strippers  took  off  too  much. 
Both  theaters  were  raided  by  the  police, 
at  the  same  time,  and  each  exhibitor  was 
fined  $75   and   costs. 


Minnesota  Exhibitor  Boohs  by  Telephone 

From  the  Front  Seat  of  His  Automobile 

Minneapolis — Clem  Jaunich,  owner  of  the  Delano  Theater  at  Delano,  has  come  to 
Minneapolis  for  eight  years  to  book  pictures  and  never  seen  the  inside  of  any  of  the 
exchanges. 

Jaunich,  who  is  paralyzed  from  the  waist  down,  is  able  to  drive  his  automobile 
by  a  remote  control  apparatus  he  perfected  and  patented,  but  getting  in  and  out  of 
the  car  presented  a  problem. 

The  Northwestern  Bell  Telephone  Co.  came  to  his  rescue  and  fixed  it  so  he  could 
have  a  telephone  in  his  car  and  a  contact  on  one  of  the  buildings  on  Film  Row. 
Jaunich  drives  into  Minneapolis,  plugs  in  his  telephone,  and  books  his  pictures  from 
the   front    seat   of   his   automobile. 


UA  Raises  Two  Defenses 
in  Goldwyn  Suit  Answer 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
that  Goldwyn  had  refused  to  sign  an 
amendatory  contract  which  included 
in  its  provisions  modifications  of  the 
Silverstone  plan.  UA  further  as- 
serts in  its  answer  that  these  modi- 
fications have  been  legally  adopted 
at  a  stockholders'  meeting  held  on 
Jan.  16,  1939,  and  provided,  among 
other  things,  for  more  favorable 
terms  to  producers  of  pictures  made 
and  distributed  outside  of  the  U.  S. 
In  spite  of  Goldwyn's  refusal  to 
sign,  the  answer  states,  UA  in  order 
to  avoid  controversy  offered  to  pay 
Goldwyn,  but  he  refused  to  accept 
the  sum.  Defendant  also  claims  as 
a  defense  that  the  plaintiff  assigned 
his  rights  to  the  Bank  of  America 
prior  to  bringing  the  suit.  The 
principal  suit  brought  by  Goldwyn, 
in  which  he  seeks  cancellation  of 
his  contract,  has  not  been  answered 
by   the   defendants   as  yet. 


$570,000  for  M.P.  Relief  Fund 
From  Screen  Guild  Theater 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

qdded  $570,000  to  its  treasury,  that 
200  screen  stars  and  featured  players 
will  have  donated  talent  estimated 
to  be  worth  $787,000,  and  that  57 
stars  and  featured  players  whose 
film  contracts  ordinarily  forbid  their 
radio  appearance  will  have  been 
heard  through  the  Screen  Guild  The- 
ater broadcasts. 

Weekly  contribution  to  the  relief 
fund,  except  for  summer  suspensions 
of  the  Screen  Guild  Theater,  is  given 
as  $10,000  since  its  first  CBS  broad- 
cast in  1938. 

Part  of  the  money  contributed  to 
the  fund  will  be  used  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  home  for  aged  and 
indigent  film  workers  in  the  vicinity 
of  Hollywood.  Aside  from  the  main 
building,  bungalows  bearing  the 
names  of  such  stars  as  Marie 
Dressier.  Will  Rogers  and  of  Irv- 
ing Thalberg,  will  be  constructed. 

CBS  will  replace  the  Screen  Guild 
Theater  on  Sundays,  beginning  April 
28,  with  "The  Adventures  of  Ellery 
Queen"  over  the  W  ABC-Columbia 
network.  A  number  of  the  Ellery 
Queen  mystery  novels  have  been 
filmed.  

Buell  Signs  Negro  Comics 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE    VU.lt    DAIJ.Y 

Hollywood — Colored  comedy  team 
of  Miller  and  Mantan  (F.  E.  Miller 
and  Mantan  Moreland")  has  been 
signed  by  Jed  Buell  to  play  the  leads 
in  "Mr.  Washington  Goes  to  Town," 
which  Buell  is  producing  for  Dixie 
National  Pictures,  Inc. 


Seek  3  Important  Writers 

for  All-Star  Charity  Film 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

which  it  will  give  world-wide  dis- 
tribution. 

Brilliant  array  of  British  and 
French  talent,  with  the  permission 
of  their  respective  studios,  will  ap- 
pear in  the  film  and  will  accept  equal 
screen  credit.  Virtually  without  pre- 
cedent, the  long  list  of  names  will 
be  presented  in  strictly  alphabetical 
order. 

Cast  will  include,  among  others, 
Brian  Aherne,  Charles  Boyer,  Made- 
leine Carroll,  Ronald  Colman,  Errol 
Flynn,  Cary  Grant,  Sir  Cedric  Hard- 
wicke,  Charles  Laughton,  Vivien 
Leigh,  Herbert  Marshall,  Ray  Mil- 
land,  Anna  Neagle  and  Laurence  Oli- 
vier. On  the  production  side,  the 
feature  will  have  the  services  of 
Alfred  Hitchcock,  Frank  Lloyd,  Vic- 
tor Saville,  Robert  Stevenson,  Her- 
bert Wilcox. 

Administration  of  the  non-profit 
film,  proceeds  of  which  will  go  to  the 
Community  Chest,  and  other  chari- 
ties; the  British  and  French  Red 
Cross  and  war  charities,  and  similar 
organizations  in  other  countries,  will 
be  directed  by  a  board  of  trustees, 
headed  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Giannini.  Latter 
is  campaign  chairman  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Community  Chest. 


AGVA  Asks  Blanket  Pact 

for  San  Francisco  Fair 


San  Francisco  —  Npo-Otiations  are 
under  way  here  for  a  blanket  agree- 
ment for  jurisdiction  of  all  enter- 
tainers at  the  1940  San  Francisco 
Exposition  by  AGVA. 

New  officers  elected  by  the  local 
organization  are  Lou  Ashe,  presi- 
dent; Catherine  Toomay,  vice-presi- 
dent; Will  Aubrey,  treasurer;  Betty 
Bowen,  recording  secretary. 

Four  business  agents  have  been 
appointed  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  1.700  members.  They  are 
Buddy  O'Brien,  Les  Allen,  Max  West 
and  Emile  Lowe. 


M  P  Associates  Set  Ball 

Annual  dinner  and  dance  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Associates  will  be 
held  this  year  Nov.  27  at  the  Hotel 
Astor.  It  was  also  announced  that 
regular  business  meeting's  of  the  or- 
ganization would  be  held  on  the 
fourth  Friday  of  every  month  with 
the  exception  of  June,  July  and 
August. 


FILM  SERVICE  FUNDS   ' 
KNIFED  IN  CONGRESS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  Film  Service  but  the  commit- 
tee's report  stated  that,  after  con- 
sultation with  parliamentary  'au- 
thorities, it  could  find  no  existing 
law  that  would  authorize  an  appro- 
priation to  continue  its  work.  The 
committee  stated  it  did  not  pass  on 
the  merits  of  the  activity  and  re- 
served judgment  on  that  point,  stat- 
ing they  would  be  glad  to  consider 
it  on  that  ground  after  Congress 
passes  enabling  legislation  authoriz- 
ing continuance  of  the  film  activity. 

The  Film  Service  has  been  op- 
erating on  emergency  funds,  but 
this  year  was  included  in  the  budget 
for  a  regular  appropriation  for  the 
forthcoming  fiscal  year.  If  the  en- 
abling legislation  is  not  passed  at 
this  session  of  Congress  the  Film 
Service  must  look  for  funds  from  an 
emergency  appropriation  or  discon- 
tinue operations. 

At  the  present  time,  the  Film 
Service's  first  Government  feature, 
"The  Fight  for  Life"  is  playing  a 
test  theatrical  engagement  at  the 
Belmont,  New  York. 


"Pay  Me,"  Theater  Game, 

Brings  Raid  in  Newark 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
arrested  and  charged  with  maintain- 
ing   lottery    and    possessing   lottery 
equipment. 

The  surprise  raid  on  "Pay  Me" 
game  was  staged  after  an  audience 
of  700  had  participated.  The  squad 
seized  paraphernalia  and  ripped  lit- 
erature from  lobby  boards.  Police 
plan  a  test  case  to  establish  whether 
the  game  comes  under  county-wide 
ban  against  Bingo,  recently  termed 
a  lottery  by  Prosecutor  Wachenfeld. 


Mansfield  Theater  Co. 

Changes  Loss  to  Profit 

Montreal — Mansfield  Theater  Co., 
Ltd.,  reports  for  the  year  ended  Dec. 
31  net  profit  of  $6,048,  after  taxes 
and  depreciation.  This  compares 
with  net  loss  of  $33,527  in  the  previ- 
ous year.  Company's  revenue  is  now 
derived  almost  entirely  from  the 
lease  to  Consolidated  Theaters,  Ltd., 
which  expires  Aug.  31,  1943.  During 
the  last  year,  $3.50  was  paid  in  divi- 
dends on  the  7  per  cent,  preferred 
stock,  in  arrears,  and  a  similar  pay- 
ment will  be  made  this  year,  it  is 
anticipated. 


Cashing  In 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  "Murder,  Incorporated," 
an  original  story  by  Rob  Roberts  and 
Michael  Raymond,  based  on  the  activi- 
ties of  the  murder  syndicate  which  killed 
for  as  little  as  $1,  is  making  the  rounds 
of  the  studios.  (Two  days  after  the 
murder  syndicate  story  broke  in  the 
New  York  press.) 
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Haltc    CrMnmArrinliTa^    T^l  Washington— The  FCC  Saturday  revoked  fa^da^ipewTytting)  ,restrjffsKJx Revision 

I  IUITS  V-OmmerCIUIIZea  I  ©16- "commercialization,  pending  further  order,  and  directed'  hearings,  starting  April  8,  to 
determine  whether  research  and  experimentation  and  achievement  of  high  transmission  standards  are  being  unduly  retarded  by  RCA's  promotional 
and  marketing  activities. 
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Gov't  Starts  Notifying  Its  Witnesses  In  Equity  Action 

UA'S  30JPJX  FOR  1940-4TWILL  COST  $2000,000 

Year's  Supply  of  Films  For  Tele  Available,  Says  NBC 


New  Group  of  Westerns  Ob- 
tained;    Trailers     for 
Features   Desired 

NBC's  television  department  has 
approximately  a  year's  supply  of 
motion  pictures  for  telecasting  pur- 
poses and  when  the  stock  is  de- 
pleted, a  serious  problem  faces  the 
program  staff.  Major  companies  still 
refuse  to  make  old  or  current  pic- 
tures available  for  the  airwaves  and 
the  telecasters  must  depend  on  in- 
dependent product. 

A  new  supply  of  westerns  has  been 
•acquired  and  will  go  out  on  the  air 
(beginning  this  week.  Meanwhile, 
NBC's  television  staff  is  continuing 
to  comb  the  market  for  suitable 
iscreen    fare.       Commercial    pictures 

(.Continued  on  Page  4) 

frenchmvTmay 
finance  producers 


Possibility  that  the  French  Min- 
istry of  Information  may  make 
;finances  available  to  native  produc- 

ars  was  disclosed  Satui'day  by  a 
iFrench  film  exec,  who  has  just  ar- 
rived in  New  York.    He  said  that  the 

olan  had  been  under  discussion  for 
tiome  time,  but  no  definite  policy  had 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Arnold  and  Neal  Before 

Senate's  Judiciary  Com. 

Edward  Arnold,  Chairman  of  "I 
^.m  an  American"  Citizenship  Pane- 
gyric and  Benjamin  E.  Neal,  presi- 
;  lent,  will  appear  before  the  United 
3tates  Senate  Judiciary  Committee 
oday  in  Washington  for  a  hearing 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Television  to  Introduce 

Own  News  Review  Format 


Television  will  test  its  own  news 
eview  format  Wednesday  when 
JBC's  W2XBS  presents  "See! 
lear!"  hour-long  program  devised 
y  Leopold  Atlas,  playwright,  for- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Majors  Demand  More  Government  Answers; 

Charge  D  of  J  Fails  to  Meet  Stipulations 

Notice  was  filed  in  Federal  Court  Saturday  that  all  majors,  Columbia  excepted,  will 
apply  on  Friday  for  an  order  directing  the  D  of  J  to  serve  additional  answers  to  the 
equity  suit  consolidated  interrogatories.  Application,  made  under  Rule  37  of  the  Federal 
Rules  of  Civil  Procedure,  will  be  heard  by  Judge  H.  W.  Goddard.  Answers  under  oath 
will  be  requested.  Affidavit  by  A.  C.  Bickford  charges  the  O  of  J  has  failed  to  comply 
with  its  stipulations,  that  it  failed  to  answer  a  number  of  questions  and  gave  incom- 
plete or  unresponsive   answers  to  others. 


RK0  TO  AVOID  GWTW, 
"PIN0CCHI0"  CLASH 


RKO's  district  and  branch  manag- 
ers have  been  advised  not  to  book 
"Pinocchio"  so  as  to  compete  with 
"Gone  With  the  Wind."  It  was 
pointed  out  in  a  letter  from  the  sales 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


PREPARING  BI0GRAPH 
STUDIO  FOR  ACTION 


The  Biograph  studio  is  being  reno- 
vated and  cleaned  up  in  anticipa- 
tion of  resumed  production  activi- 
ties. While  Ben  Hecht  and  George 
Jessel   have   not   yet   signed    a    con- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

Seven  Film  Companies  Did  $410,000,000  Biz  in  1938 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL  i 


FINANCIAL:   SEC  reported  that  000,  and  for  the  first  quarter  of  this 


seven  film  companies  did  a  $410,- 
000,000  business  in  1938  .  .  .  Uni- 
versal announced  first  quarter  profit 
of  $460,631,  a  gain  of  $312,641  over 
first  quarter  of  1938  .  .  .  Para,  esti- 
mated  its   1939   earnings   at  $3,870,- 


year,  $1,030,000.  .  .  General  Electric 
reported  a  1939  net  of  $41,235,644 
.  .  .  Famous  Players  Canadian's 
profit  for  1939  was  $904,324  .  .  . 
CBS  announced  that  its  Gulf  Screen 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


D  of  J  Serving  Notice  on  Exhibitors 
to  Testify  In  New  York  Equity  Action 


Cassel's  Counsel  Wants 

$16,871    RKO  Allowance 

Application  for  $16,871  allowance 
on  disbursements  in  RKO  proceed- 
ings was  filed  on  Friday  in  Federal 
Court  by  Commel  and  Rosenberg,  at- 
torneys for  H.  Cassel  &  Co.,  holders 
of  $175,000  worth  of  gold  deben- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Pittsburgh  —  Overwhelming  ma- 
jority of  prospective  witnesses  dis- 
closed by  the  Government  in  its 
voluminous  reply  to  the  majors'  in- 
terrogatories will  be  called  to  the 
witness  stand  when  trial  of  the  New 
York  equity  suit  opens  on  or  about 
May  1,  it  is  indicated  by  develop- 
ments here. 

Department  of  Justice   investiga- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


14  Producers  to  Supply  New 

Program — Chaplin  Film 

to  Lead  Off 

United  Artists'  1940-41  program 
calls  for  a  minimum  of  30  pictures, 
from  14  producers,  representing  a 
budget  of  $29,000,000,  according  to 
Murray  Silverstone,  the  company's 
top  executive,  who  returned  Friday 
from  the  Coast  where  the  production 
schedule  was  set  up. 

The  30  pictures  are  exclusive  of 
those  already  completed  and  includes 
the  Charles  Chaplin  picture,  tenta- 
tively titled  "The  Great  Dictator," 
which  is  expected  to  be  the  leadoff 
feature  of  the  new  lineup. 

Silverstone  said  there  would  be  no 
low  bracketed  pictures  on  the  com- 
ing schedule,  each  producer  com- 
mitted to  making  only  big  features 
worthy  of  extended  playing  time.  He 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

UA  STATUS^ UPTODAY 
AT  MPPDA  MEETING 


Status  of  United  Artists  in  the 
MPPDA  in  view  of  its  reported  let- 
ter of  resignation  is  expected  to  be 
one  of  the  items  of  interest  for  dis- 
cussion today  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Hays  organization  board. 
President  Will  H.  Hays  will  deliver 
his  annual  industry  report. 

The  situation  is  unusual  inasmuch 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Application  Filed  by  NBC 
For  Three  Tele  Stations 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington— NBC  on  Friday  filed 
applications  with  FCC  for  three 
class  2  television  stations.,  in  Wash- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Two  20th-Fox  Films  to  Get 
Kate  Smith  Radio  Previews 


Special  Coast  to  Coast  radio  pre- 
view of  20th-Fox'  new  release,  "Star 
Dust,"  has  been  set  for  Friday  night 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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(The  New  York  security  markets  were  closed 
on  Good  Friday,  March  23.) 

Perfume  Co.  Denied  Writ 
to  Block  "Primrose  Path" 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Ferdinand  A.  Pecora  on  Friday 
denied  an  application  of  Caron  Corp., 
perfume  manufacturer,  for  a  tem- 
porary injunction  to  restrain  RKO 
Radio  Pictures  and  Roxy  Theaters 
Corp.  from  exhibiting  "The  Primrose 
Path."  Caron  had  obtained  a  show 
cause  order  claiming  that  the  pic- 
ture exhibited  one  of  its  perfumes 
ina  disparaging  manner. 

According  to  the  petition,  the  film 
portrayed  a  woman  of  disreputable 
character  receiving  the  perfume  as 
a  gift.  Justice  Pecora  said  "I  have 
very  grave  doubt  whether  the  plain- 
tiff would  prevail  on  trial  because 
of  failure  to  prove  damages  and 
therefore  deny  the  application." 


Dinner  for  Max  Factor 

Chicago — A  dinner  will  be  ten- 
dered Max  Factor,  Great  States  The- 
ater circuit  booker  who  has  resigned 
and  is  leaving  the  city,  by  his  friends 
of  the  Chicago  Bookers  Club  at  the 
Congress  Hotel,  Wednesday  night. 
Harry  James  of  United  Artists,  pres- 
ident of  the  club,  will  preside. 


Gilliam  Appoints  Roth 

Chicago  —  Tom  Gilliam,  Warners 
branch  manager,  has  appointed  Max 
Roth  to  the  Chicago  sales  staff.  Roth 
will  cover  the  South  Side  city  terri- 
tory. 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  S 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

Pinocchio    (RKO   Radio   Pictures-Walt   Disney)— 7th   week Sen\eT, 

Northwest   Passage    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer   Pictures)— 3rd   week Capitol 

The  Fight  for  Life   (U.  S.  Film  Service-Pare  Lorentz)3rd  week Belmont 

Road  to  Singapore   (Paramount  Pictures) — 2nd  week ■  •Par.am0" n* 

Young    Tom    Edison    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures)— 2nd    week  Music    Hall 

The    Earl    of    Chicago    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer)— 2nd    week Criterion 

The  Outsider  (Alliance  Films)— 2nd  week Little  Carnegie 

Virginia  City   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) Strand 

The   Primrose   Path    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) •J?ox» 

It's   a    Date    (Universal    Pictures) R|vo11 

Black  Friday    (Universal   Pictures) R„lalto 

The   House  Across  the   Bay    (United   Artists-Wanger) Loew  s   State 

The    Human    Monster    (Monogram    Pictures) ■  ■  ■  ■  •G,ob^ 

American   Gang   Buster   (Times   Pictures)    (a) Centra 

Texas   Stagecoach    (Columbia    Pictures)     (a) -Central 

Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures)    (a-b) Palace 

Viva,   Cisco   Kid    (Twentieth   Century-Fox)     (a) Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUNS    ♦ 

Gone  With   the   Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—  15th   week Astor 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The  Human  Beast  (Juno  Films)— 6th  week 55th   St.   Playhouse 

The   Baker's  Wife    (Baker's   Wife  Co.)— 5th   week World 

Harvest   (French  Cinema   Center)— 4th  week   (b) 5th  Ave.   Playhouse 

The  Great  Light    (Esperia   Films)— 2nd   week Cinecitta 

Pa   Kryss   Med  Albertina    (Scandinavian   Talking   Pictures)    (a) 48th   St.   Theater 

Flickorna  Fran  Camla  Stan   (Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures)    (a) 48th  St.  Theater 

♦   FUTURE  OPENINGS   ♦ 

Broadway   Melody  of   1940   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — March   28 Capitol 

Rebecca    (United   Artists-Selznick    International) — March   28 Music    Hall 

Dr.    Cyclops    (Paramount    Pictures)     (c) Paramount 

Adventure   in    Diamonds    (Paramount    Pictures) — April   3 Criterion 

The  Life  of  Giuseppe  Verdi   (Esperia  Films) — April  4 Cinecitta 

Claudine    (French    Pictures,    Inc.)     (c) Little    Carnegie 

Zanzibar    (Universal    Pictures)     (c) Rialto 

The    Showdown    (Paramount    Pictures) — March    27     (a) Central 

Killers  of  the  Wild    (Times   Pictures)— March   27    (c) Central 

Outside  the  Three-Mile    Limit    (Columbia    Pictures)    (c) -.Globe 

It  All  Came  True    (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) — April  5 Strand 

If  I   Had  My  Way   (Universal  Pictures)    (c) Rivoli 

Johnny  Apollo  (Twentieth  Century-Fox)    (c) Roxy 

Pinocchio    (RKO  Radio  Pictures-Walt   Disney) — March   28    (a-b) Palace 

The  Courageous   Dr.    Christian    (RKO   Radio    Pictures) — March    28    (a) Palace 

Odio    (Spanish   feature) — April  5 48th  St.  Theater 

(a)    Dual   bill,     (b)    Subsequent  run.     (c)    Follows   current  bill. 


Reversal  of  Chi.  Censor's 
"Living  Dead"  Ban  Sought 

Chicago- — Banning  of  the  J.  H. 
Hoffberg  Productions'  release  "The 
Living  Dead,"  by  Lieut.  Harry  Cos- 
tello,  police  censor,  resulted  in  a  de- 
termined campaign  by  the  Civil  Lib- 
erties Committee  to  upset  Costello's 
decision.  Committee  has  already  pe- 
titioned Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly  for 
a  reversal  of  the  decision,  and  J.  H. 
Hoffberg  arrives  here  today  from 
New  York  to  personally  see  the 
Mayor. 

It  is  understood  that  Hoffberg  has 
also  secured  the  co-operation  of  the 
Hays  office  in  the  effort  to  effect  a 
reversal  of  the  Costello  decision. 
Picture  has  been  passed  by  the  New 
York  Censor  Board  and  given  a 
Hays  office  seal  without  a  cut.  Film 
has  also  been  passed  by  the  censors 
in  every  other  state  where  it  has 
been  exhibited. 


"Road  to  Singapore"  Clicks 

Paramount's  "Road  to  Singapore" 
is  running  from  35  to  74  per  cent 
ahead  of  receipts  on  "Union  Pacific," 
Paramount's  ace  grosser,  reports  to 
the  home  office  revealed  at  the  week- 
end. 


GWTW  Ends  9  Week  Run 

San  Francisco — GWTW  completes 
a  nine  weeks'  run  at  the  Warfield 
here  Wednesday. 


"Fight  for  Life"  Cost 

$178,000,  Engel  Charges 

Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — U.  S.  Film  Service's 
first  theatrical  feature,  "The  Fight 
for  Life,"  produced  by  Pare  Lorentz 
and  now  playing  the  Belmont,  New 
York,  cost  $178,000,  according  to 
Rep.  Albert  J.  Engel,  member  of  the 
House  Appropriations  Committee,  al- 
though testimony  before  the  commit- 
tee placed  the  cost  at  $150,000.  It 
was  the  first  disclosure  of  the 
amount  expended  by  the  Film  Ser- 
vice for  the  feature. 


M.  P.  Council  Meets  Apr.  8 

Detroit — The  Greater  Detroit  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council  will  hold  its  an- 
nual Spring  luncheon  April  8,  at  the 
Detroit  Athletic  Club.  F.  Lyle  Gold- 
man of  Jam  Handy  Picture  Service, 
and  a  former  Disney  associate,  will 
present  two  shorts,  "The  Production 
of  the  Animated  Cartoon"  and  "The 
Evolution  of  Commercial  Films." 
Mayor  Jeffries  is  to  be  guest  of 
honor. 


"Virginia"  Tops  "Dodge" 

Warners'  "Virginia  City"  opened 
at  the  New  York  Strand  on  Friday 
to  biz  that  topped  the  opening  day 
"take"  of  "Dodge  City."  Early  re- 
ports from  other  key  spots  to  the 
Warner  home  office  told  of  smash 
grosses. 


cominc  ADD  GONG 


MAURICE  BERGMAN,  Columbia  ad.  and  pub. 
director,   returns  today  from  the  Coast  by  plane. 

BEN  MIGGINS.  continental  European  manag- 
ing director  for  20th-Fox,  sails  for  Europe  Satur- 
day,   having   delayed    his    departure   a   week. 

HERB  MaclNTYRE,  captain  of  RKO's  Ned 
E.  Depinet  sales  drive,  HARRY  MICHALSON, 
short  subjects  sales  manager,  and  NAT  J.EVY, 
Eastern  district  manager,  arrive  in  P  nrgh 
tomorrow  for  a   branch   meeting. 

MORT  BLUMENSTOCK,  Eastern  ad.  and  pub. 
director  for  Warners,  is  due  to  return  to  the 
home  office  today  after  a  short  stay  on  the 
Coast. 

ANDRE  HEYMANN,  president  of  the  French 
Cinema  Center,  flew  to  Montreal  Friday  to  set 
Canadian  distribution  for  his  company  on  new 
product. 

TRUMAN    TALLEY,    Fox    Movietone    chieftain, 

is   vacationing   in   Florida. 

J.  H.  HOFFBERG  left  for  Chicago  over  the 
week-end,  returning  here  in  about  two  weeks 
via  a  number  of  Eastern  keys. 

JUDITH  ANDERSON  returned  to  Hollywood 
over    the    week-end. 

JOHN  HUSTON,  Warner  writer,  has  returned 
to  the  Coast  after  directing  a  new  Broadway 
show  which  opened  recently. 

SAM  BRISKIN  is  here  from  the  Coast  for 
confabs  at  the  Columbia  home  office.  He  is 
scheduled  to  fly  back  to  the  Coast  today. 

IRVING  STARR  is  here  from  Hollywood  for  a 

short  stay. 

MOE  J.  SIEGEL  was  due  to  arrive  here  at  the 
week-end  from  Hollywood  for  confabs  at  the 
Republic    home    office    on    production    matters. 

BERN  IE  KRISLER,  "U"  exchange  manager  in 
Washington,  has  returned  there  after  a  three- 
week    stay    in    Hollywood. 

LYNN  FARNOL,  United  Artists  ad.  and  pub. 
director,  has  returned  from  a  flying  trip  to 
Fort   Worth. 

JOE  PASTERNAK,  Universal  producer,  en  route 
to  New  York  for  a  short  vacation,  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  yesterday  and  will  leave  for  New 
York    on    Tuesday. 

CHARLIE  RAYMOND  of  the  Empire,  London, 
(Loew's)  spent  the  week-end  in  Washington  with 
his   family. 


Para.  Sets  Radio  Plugs 

Albany,  Ga. — World  premiere  of 
Para.'s  "The  Biscuit  Eater"  here 
April  11  and  accompanying  activi- 
ties will  have  wide  radio  coverage, 
with  CBS  and  Mutual  carrying  pro- 
grams as  well  as  WSB  and  WGPC. 


Mrs.  Greta  Reardon  Dead 

Oakland,  Cal. — Mrs.  Greta  Rear- 
don, 60,  former  actress  and  wife  of 
Dan  Reardon,  Oakland  theater  man- 
ager, is  dead. 


BUDGET  your  SERVICE 


Experienced,  Neat,  Dependable 
call 

ABBYE  ERRAND  SERVICE 


Circle  6-5314 


1650    Broadway 


Near    Radio    City 
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fl4.ate  Cameron's  apparently  not  the  only  one  to  sigh  with  relief  as  Paramount  breaks 
in  on  the  TORRENT  OF  TRAGEDIES,^Jl|lL  THE  UNHAPPY  HOST  OF 
HEAVY  DRAMAS  pF   with  a  picture  as  light,  as  gay,  as  happy,  as  laugh- 

filled  as  spring  itself.  s^  %fYll 


Cvrowds  pack  the  theatres  in  New  York,  in  Chicago,  in  Los4 

Angeles,  in  Miami,  in  Kansas  City,  in  Omaha,  in  Memphis, 

in  Des  Moines,  in  Hartford,  to  enjoy^J|y|w_  Paramount's  laugh,  love  and  lyrical 

smash,  the  "  Road  to  ^Singapore."  n      ^JS**9^  Records  totter.    Hold-overs  are  the 

order  of  the  day.     It's  the  biggest  Paramount  grosser  since,  yes,  and  including 

"Union  Pacific". . .  and  key  cities  from  coast  to  coast  are  booking  it  for  two  weeks. 


Iwe'll  say  the  country  was  looking  for  a  change  in  film  diet . . .  for  a  chance  to  laugh. 
But  we  knew  all  this  was  coming.  That's  why  we've  not  only  got  "Road  to  Singapore'' 
for  you . . .  we've  got  "Buck  Benny  Rides  Again"  ready 


to  follow  it  in  .  .  .  and  wait'll  Kate  and  the  rest  of  the 


U.  S.  A.  get  a  load  of  that  one 


gtfftMG 
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{Continued  from  Page  1) 

said  he  believed  the  exhibitors  would 
co-operate  in  extending  their  runs 
and  getting  the  most  out  of  each 
UA  picture.  The  current  season, 
Silverstone  said,  has  proved  that 
"little  pictures"  do  not  draw  at  the 
box  offices. 

The  identity  of  the  14  producers 
and  their  pictures  will  be  made 
known  shortly.  However,  it  is  re- 
ported that  Walter  Wanger  is  to  de- 
liver four,  Hal  Roach  to  deliver  six 
and  David  Selznick,  two.  James 
Roosevelt,  who  is  expected  to  be 
joined  by  John  Stahl,  is  slated  for  at 
least  three. 

Silverstone  said  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  report  that  Winfield  Sheehan 
would  join  UA  as  a  producer,  de- 
claring there  had  been  no  negotia- 
tions and  that  he  had  not  seen  Shee- 
han during  his  stay  on  the  Coast. 

Two  subjects  upon  which  Silver- 
stone would  not  comment  were  the 
Samuel  Goldwyn  suit  against  UA 
and  the  reported  resignation  of  the 
company  from  the  MPPDA.  In  re- 
gard to  Goldwyn,  Silverstone  would 
say  only  that  "The  Westerner"  was 
among  Goldwyn's  best  pictures. 

UA  product  which  has  been  com- 
pleted or  will  be  finished  for  Spring 
release  include  "House  Across  the 
Bay,"  "My  Son,  My  Son,"  "Rebecca," 
"1,000,000  B.C.,"  "Over  the  Moon," 
"Our  Town,"  "Turnabout,"  "South 
of  Pago  Pago,"  and  the  Laurel  and 
Hardy  feature  comedy,  "Saps  at 
Sea."  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad"  will 
be  released  on  next  season's  pro- 
gram. 


To  Preview  "Verdi" 

The  Metropolitan  Opera  Fund  is 
expected  to  be  further  swelled  as 
the  result  of  the  preview  opening 
on  April  2,  of  the  motion  picture 
"The  Life  of  Giuseppe  Verdi"  at  the 
Fine-Arts  Theater.  The  entire  re- 
ceipts of  the  preview  performance, 
which  will  be  given  at  advanced 
prices,  will  go  to  the  Fund.  Follow- 
ing the  preview,  the  picture  will  be 
open  to  the  general  public  at  popu- 
lar prices.  English  titles  are  pro- 
vided. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

MARCH  25 

Ray    Enright 

El  Brendel 

Edward    F.    Hurley 

Bertram  Millhauser 

David  T.  Katz 


•  •      C     COUNT    that    day    lost,    too,    whose    low    descending    sun 

sees   no   plans   for   a  new   biographical  feature   begun Just 

run  over  the  roster  of  recent  studio  announcements Twentieth-Fox, 

with   "Lillian  Russell"   coming   up,   will   send   "Brigham   Young"  before 

the   cameras   April    15 with   Dean   Jagger   in   the    title   role 

Warners  are  following  "The  Story  of  Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet" 

with   "The   Life   of  Knute   Rockne"   and   "This   Man  Reuter" Metro 

with  "Young  Tom  Edison"  and  "Edison  the  Man"  to  its  credit will 

glorify   South    America's    great   Liberator,   Simon   Bolivar,    and   the   Red 

Cross's    Henry    Dun  at Paramount    will    come    through,    via    David 

Rose's  British  setup,  with  "The  Life  of  Barney  Barnato" Universal 

is  reported  planning  "When  the  Daltons  Rode" James  Roosevelt's 

Globe  Productions  will  pay  tribute  to  Horace  Mann A  couple  of 

studios   plan   to   cinematically   immortalize   Benjamin   Franklin The 

full  list  if  compiled  would  require  a  couple  of  columns  here  at  least 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     WHICH  leads  up  to  the  suggestion that  for  socko 

showmanship  possibilities there's  no  better  screen  biograph- 
ical subject than  the   late   and  great   Harry   Houdini 

There  was  not  only   a  master  magician   and   escape  artist 

but  one  of  the  keenest  showmen  of  his  or  any  other  time 

There  was  enough  adventure and  drama in  Houdini's 

amazing   career for   a   dozen   pictures Houdini's   sensa- 
tional   exposes    of   fake    mediums    across    the    country was 

accompanied    by   a  flow   of  front   page    newspaper   stories 

unequalled  before  or  since (Incidentally  the  man  responsible 

for  that  campaign  was  the  one-and-only  Joe  Lee who  now 

represents   Si   Fabian    in    Brooklyn) Who,   you   ask,    would 

make  the  ideal  Houdini  on  the  screen? Well,  did  you  ever 

note  the  uncanny  resemblance  of  Edward  G.  Robinson full 

face  or  profile to  Houdini? Which  suggests  the  further 

thought that  the  Houdini  story far  from   conventional 

and    a    challenge    to    exploitation    ingenuity is    right 

down  the  Burbank  studio's  alley 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     SPEAKING    of    exploitation    ingenuity a    doff    of    the 

columnar   hat    to   Lester    Pollock   of   Loew's    theater,    Rochester for 

the  unique  twist  given  the  "walking  book"  street  stunt staged  to 

plug    "Rebecca" Pollock    conceived    the    idea of    having    the 

perambulating  book  "talk"  as  well  as  stroll  the  streets The  trick 

was  turned  by  concealing  inside  the  book a  portable  battery  radio 

tuned    to    Mutual's    Rochester    outlet    WSAY The    set    picked    up 

"Rebecca"  spot  announcements and  transcriptions and  those 

within  100  feet  could  listen  in The  book  had  a  seat  inside 

permitting  the   bally   artist to   park  himself   at   street  intersections 

as  well  as  to  mix  with  the  shopping  throngs Clever,  what? 

You  might  try  it  some  time 

T  Y  ▼ 

•  •      •     AND    speaking    of    editorial    suggestion there's 

the   one   made    by   the   New    York   Daily   Mirror   Friday in 

hailing    Metro's    Tom    Edison    pictures    as    forming "Holly- 
wood's most  important  contribution  to  the  education  of  Young 

America" To    quote    the    Mirror: "'Professor'    Mickey 

Rooney  never  went  to  college but  he  has  become  a  great 

teacher  by  telling  the  first  chapter in  the  story  of  Edison 

WE   h°Pe   some   college   sees   fit   to   confer  on   'Professor' 

Rooney one  of  those  honorary  degrees  this  Spring" 


«      «      « 


SEES  YEAR'S  SUPPLY 
OF  FILMS  FOR  TELE 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
with  entertainment  merit  are  being 
telecast  without  charge  to  the  spon- 
sors, but  even  this  type  of  program 
is  limited. 

Columbia  Pictures  recently  sup- 
plied a  trailer  of  "Mr.  SmitJ^Goes 
to  Washington"  for  television-  aich 
gave  a  plug  to  the  picture  then  about 
to  open  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall. 
NBC  authorities  would  like  to  obtain 
trailers  of  other  pictures  for  the 
same  purpose,  believing  that  such  an 
arrangement  might  break  down  the 
barrier  between  television  and  mo- 
tion pictures.  They  also  are  of  the 
opinion  that  a  deal  eventually  will 
be  made  for  pictures  from  the  major 
companies. 

Reports  that  NBC  would  produce 
its  own  pictures  for  television  use 
were  denied. 


French  Government  May 

Finance  Film  Producers 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
been   reached   when   he   left   France 
last   week. 

He  also  stated  that  exhibitors  are 
still  forbidden  to  use  more  than  50 
per  cent  of  the  seats  in  theaters  as 
an  air  raid  precaution,  with  no  in- 
dication this  ruling  will  be  eased. 
French  production  was  described  as 
being  in  a  precarious  position  due  to 
lack  of  technicians  and  actors,  cen- 
sorship troubles  and  a  lack  of  financ- 
ing, with  majority  of  French  pro- 
ducers hard  hit  financially  by  the 
advent  of  war.  Picture  industry  has 
been  classified  as  a  luxury  industry, 
it  was  said,  making  it  subject  to 
further  restrictions  at  any  time  the 
Government  is  so  disposed. 

American  pictures  were  said  to  be 
doing  well,  with  no  currency  trans- 
portation problems  looming  for 
American  distributors  at  this  time. 


Chicago  Ticket  Firm's 

Sales  Show  20%  Advance 

Chicago — Twenty  per  cent  increase 
in  ticket  sales  is  reported  by  H.  J. 
Hessell  of  the  Arcus  Ticket  Co.,  with 
gain  attributed  largely  to  the  Gov- 
ernment requirement  that  all  tickets 
upon  which  a  tax  is  paid  be  double 
numbered,  with  GWTW's  long  run 
an  added  factor. 


Cecil  Gwinn  Stricken 

Seattle — Cecil  Gwinn,  43,  operat- 
ing theaters  in  Centralia,  Chehalis 
and   Montesano,   is   dead. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


»   »   * 


West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Marriage   of  Noah 
Beery,  Jr.,  and  Maxine  Jones,  daugh 
ter  of  Buck  Jones,  will  take  place 
March  30. 


"■ 
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ft  ft  REVIEWS  Of  THE  HEUJ  FILluS  ft  ft 


"It's  A  Date" 

with    Deanna    Durbin,   Walter    Pidgeon, 

Kay  Francis 

Universal  103    Mins. 

TOP-NOTCH  ENTERTAINMENT  IN  EV- 
ERY RESPECT;  PICTURE  SHOULD  BE  A 
SMASH  B.O.  CLICK. 

riy  the  best  Deanna  Durbin  picture  to 
dat^^nd  easily  a  nominee  for  top  honors 
in  any  poll,  "it's  a  Date"  will  delight  audi- 
ences of  every  type  and  bring  cheers  from 
exhibitors.  It  is  top-notch  entertainment 
plus.  On  every  score  the  picture  deserves 
unstinted  praise;  the  entire  cast  is  excel- 
lent, the  music  used  is  delightful,  the  back- 
grounds are  splendid  and  the  technical  as- 
pects of  the  picture  are  flawless.  Miss 
Durbin  has  never  had  a  stronger  supporting 
cast  and  has  never  showed  to  better  advan- 
tage herself.  Her  acting  is  without  fault 
and  her  voice  is  fuller  and  richer,  with  all 
of  its  charm  retained  and  multiplied.  Sing- 
ing "Love  Is  All,"  by  Pinky  Tomlin  and 
Harry  Tobias,  Schubert's  "Ave  Maria,"  Mu- 
setta's  "Street  Song"  from  La  Boheme  and 
"Loch  Lommond,"  during  the  course  of  the 
picture,  she  does  a  thoroughly  proficient 
job  with  each  in  turn.  Miss  Durbin  has 
come  a  long  way  from  her  original  venture 
in  films  as  a  charming  young  girl  with  a  de- 
lightful voice.  Overnight  she  has  become  a 
top-flight  full-fledged  star  in  the  grown-up 
category,  and  is  definitely  one  of  the  great- 
est box-office  attractions  any  company  can 
offer.  Joe  Pasternak,  producer  of  the 
picture,  deserves  a  world  of  credit  for  Miss 
Durbin's  success,  and  he  has  never  turned 
out  a  smoother  job  than  this  one.  Director 
William  A.  Seiter  has  guided  the  players 
through  the  picture  with  consummate  skill, 
and  Norman  Krasna  has  provided  one  of  the 
finest  screenplays  in  many  a  day.  Full 
credit  for  a  fine  original  story  also  goes 
to  Jane  Hall,  Frederick  Kohner  and  Ralph 
Block.  Musical  Director  Charles  Previn  and 
Sound  Supervisor  Bernard  Brown  also  get 
plaudits  for  fine  jobs.  Kay  Francis  has 
never  been  better  in  a  strong  part,  and 
Walter  Pidgeon  gives  a  performance  that  is 
faultless.  Eugene  Pallette,  Lewis  Howard, 
Cecilia  Loftus,  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Fritz  Feld, 
S.  Z.  Sakall  and  Henry  Stephenson  all  con- 
tribute a  good  share  in  the  general  excel- 
lence of  the  film.  Everything  any  audience 
could  ask  for  is  encompassed  in  the  pic- 
ture. There  is  bright  humor,  plenty  of  ro- 
mance, delightful  music,  pleasing  players 
and  enchanting  backgrounds  in  Hawaii. 
There  is  also  a  well  worked  out  story  that 
contains  suspense  as  to  the  ultimate  solu- 
tion of  players'  problems  in  the  picture. 
A  synopsis  of  the  story  is  unnecessary,  suf- 
fice it  to  say  that  any  exhibitor  can  safely 
tell  his  patrons  that  they  will  be  missing  one 
of  the  best  pictures  of  any  year  if  they  fail 
to  see  "It's  a  Date." 

CAST:  Deanna  Durbin,  Walter  Pidgeon, 
Kay  Francis,  Eugene  Pallette,  Lewis  How- 
ard, Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Cecilia  Loftus,  Fritz 
Feld,  S.  Z.  Sakall,  Henry  Stephenson,  Joseph 
King,  Virginia  Brissac,  Romaine  Callender, 
Harry  Owens  and  His  Royal  Hawaiians. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Joe  Pasternak;  Di- 
rector, William  A.  Seiter;  Screenplay,  Nor- 
man Krasna;  Original  Story,  Jane  Hall, 
Frederick  Kohner  and  Ralph  Block;  Cam- 
eraman, Joe  Valentine;  Editor,  Bernard 
Burton. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


"Viva  Cisco  Kid" 

with  Cesar  Romero,  Jean  Rogers,   Chris-Pin 

Martin 
20th -Fox  70  Mins. 

WELL-PACED  WESTERN  HAS  O.HENRY 
CHARACTER    IN    NEW  ADVENTURES. 

Carrying  on  for  20th-Fox  in  the  ser.es 
of  pictures  produced  around  the  noted 
O.Henry  character,  "The  Cisco  Kid,"  Cesar 
Komero  will  give  the  western  fans  a  bang 
in  this  new  release.  The  picture  has  a 
good  locale,  plenty  of  action  and  suspense 
and  just  the  right  amount  of  light  romance. 
The  camera  work  on  this  release  is  espe- 
cially good.  Romero  looks  and  acts  the 
part  ot  the  romantic  bandit,  and  he  is  pro- 
v.ded  with  a  good  supporting  cast.  Ex- 
cellent as  his  sidekick  is  the  amusing 
Cnris-Pin  Martin.  The  female  interest  is 
provided  by  Jean  Rogers,  and  Minor  Watson, 
Stanley  Field  and  Nigel  de  Brulier  con- 
tribute good  bits.  Norman  Foster  directed, 
keeping  the  film's  pace  lively  throughout. 
Romero  narrowly  escapes  from  soldiers  try- 
ing to  capture  him  when  he  is  betrayed 
by  a  girl  he  has  been  courting.  Through 
with  women,  he  meets  Miss  Rogers  when 
ner  stagecoach  is  held  up,  and  immediately 
is  off  again.  Her  father,  Minor  Watson, 
is  mixed  up  with  a  gang  of  crooks,  and 
shortly  after  the  arr.val  of  Jean,  his  daugh- 
ter, he  is  forced  to  flee  from  a  posse.  Mem- 
bers of  the  gang  are  in  the  posse  and 
when  they  catch  up  to  Romero  and  Martin 
they  try  to  hang  them.  However,  the  two 
gentlemen  make  a  hasty  exit.  They 
stumble  on  Miss  Rogers  again  after  she 
has  been  captured  by  the  gang  chieftain, 
Fields.  From  there  on  there  is  plenty  of 
action  and  skullduggery  until  the  villains 
get  the.r  just  deserts  and  Romero  travels 
on  his  way. 

CAST:  Cesar  Romero,  Jean  Rogers,  Chris- 
Pin  Martin,  Minor  Watson,  Stanley  Fields, 
Nigel  de  Brulier,  Harold  Goodwin,  Francis 
Ford,  Charles  Judels. 

CREDITS:  Executive  Producer,  Sol  M. 
Wurtzel;  Director,  Norman  Foster;  Screen- 
play, Samuel  G.  Engel  and  Hal  Long;  Based 
on  an  O.Henry  character;  Cameraman, 
Charles  Clarke;  Editor,  Norman  Colbert. 

DIRECTION,  Snappy.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Theater's  "Parole  Fixer" 
Bally  Taken  Too  Seriously 

Cortland,  N.  Y. — Because  convicts 
in  Attica  State  Prison  accepted  seri- 
ously newspaper  ads  ostensibly  of- 
fering a  parole  "fixing"  service,  Gar- 
son  M.  Jaffa,  of  New  Bergen,  N.  J., 
manager  of  a  local  theater,  was  ar- 
rested here  on  complaint  of  the  State 
Parole   Board. 

Jaffa,  it  is  charged,  placed  the  ad 
copy  as  exploitation  for  "Parole 
Fixer,"  film  playing  his  house.  He 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  a  charge  of 
publishing  untrue,  deceptive  and  mis- 
leading ads,  and  hearing  was  ad- 
journed. 

State  Parole  Board  submitted  af- 
fidavits that  Attica  convicts  had  at- 
tempted to  raise  a  fund  to  buy  the 
"fixer"  service. 


"The  Courageous 
Dr.  Christian" 

with  Jean  Hersholt,  Tom  Neal,  Robert 

Baldwin,   Dorothy   Lovett 

RKO  67  Mins. 

ENTERTAINING  STORY  OF  SMALL 
TOWN  DOCTOR  WILL  SERVE  NICELY 
AS  NABE  OFFERING. 

Continuing  the  Dr.  Christian  series  RKO 
is  producing,  Jean  Hersholt  brings  another 
portrayal  of  the  kindly  and  lovable  doctor 
to  the  screen  in  a  film  that  should  be  well 
received  by  nabe  audiences.  Picture  has  a 
story  that  may  well  be  true  in  many  cases, 
and  it  is  well  worked  out.  In  addition  to 
Hersholt,  who  gives  his  customary  fine 
performance,  an  engaging  cast  of  players 
are  in  supporting  roles.  Tom  Neal  is 
effective  as  a  hard-boiled  inhabitant  of  a 
shanty  town.  Robert  Baldwin  capably  fills 
the  role  of  the  town's  druggist,  and  Dorothy 
Lovett  is  attractive  and  efficient  as  Hers- 
holt's  nurse.  Maude  Eburne  and  Vera  Lewis 
also  contribute  good  bits.  Bernard  Vorhaus 
directed  the  picture  from  a  script  by  Ring 
Lardner,  Jr.  and  Ian  M.  Hunter.  Hersholt 
makes  a  plea  for  proper  housing  for  in- 
habitants of  the  town's  squatter  colony. 
The  regeneration  of  Neal,  one  of  the  squat- 
ters, and  the  ultimate  victory  Hersholt  wins 
over  strong  opposition  to  his  housing  proj- 
ect comprise  the  main  part  of  the  story. 
A  romantic  triangle  between  Miss  Lovett, 
Neal  and  Baldwin,  is  neatly  sandwiched  in 
as  well  as  some  humorous  complications 
Hersholt  gets  mixed  up  in  with  a  widow  who 
has  designs  on  him. 

CAST:  Jean  Hersholt,  Dorothy  Lovett, 
Robert  Baldwin,  Tom  Neal,  Maude  Eburne, 
Vera  Lewis,  George  Meader,  Bobby  Larson, 
Bobette  Bentley,  Reginald  Barlow,  Jacqueline 
de    River,    Edmund   Glover. 

CREDITS:  Stephens-Land  Production;  Di- 
rector, Bernard  Vorhaus;  Original  Screen- 
play, Ring  Lardner,  Jr.  and  Ian  M.  Hunter; 
Cameraman,  John  Alton;  Editor,  Edward 
Mann. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Freeman,  Jr.,  to  Screen 

"Biscuit  Eater"  in  Keys 

West  Coast  Buieau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Jr.,  bearing  the  print  of  "The  Bis- 
cuit Eater"  which  will  be  screened 
at  its  world  premiere  at  the  Albany 
Theater  in  Albany,  Ga.,  on  April  11, 
trains  out  of  here  tonight  for  Salt 
Lake  City  on  the  first  leg  of  a  zig- 
zag transcontinental  journey.  He 
will  stop  in  nine  keys  to  show  the  pix 
to  exchange  managers  and  exhibi- 
tors. Itinerary  includes  Des  Moines, 
Minneapolis,  Chicago,  Memphis,  Dal- 
las, Beaumont,  New  Orleans,  and 
Atlanta. 


New  Griffith  Del.  Company 

Dover,  Del. — Griffith  Southwestern 
Theaters,  Inc.,  has  been  granted  a 
corporate  charter.  The  capitaliza- 
tion is  10,000  shares  of  no  par 
value. 


"Rancho  Grande" 

with    Gene   Autry,   Smiley    Burnette, 

June   Storey 

Republic  68  Mins. 

WESTERN  AND  AUTRY  FANS  WILL  BE 
THOROUGHLY  ENTERTAINED  BY  THIS 
FILM. 

Gene  Autry  gives  his  usual  personable 
performance  in  his  latest  release  for  Repub- 
lic, and  it  should  please  western  fans  and 
the  host  of  Autry  followers.  The  enormous- 
ly popular  song,  "Rancho  Grande,"  has  been 
used  as  a  theme  number  and  is  presented 
in  full  in  a  very  fine  sequence.  The  cus- 
tomary clowning  is  provided  by  Smiley 
Burnette.  The  female  interest  is  pro- 
vided by  June  Storey,  and  the  supporting 
cast  is  good.  Especially  good  is  young  Miss 
Mary  Lee,  who  sings  pleasingly  and  puts 
herself  across  in  convincing  fashion.  She 
is  one  of  the  most  personable  youngsters 
to  be  seen  in  films  in  some  time.  Dick 
Hogan  does  well  with  a  good  role.  The 
usual  amount  of  fast  riding  and  skullduggery 
is  also  present,  with  director  Frank  Mc- 
Donald getting  the  most  from  his  story 
and  players.  Autry,  foreman  of  a  vast 
ranch,  is  saddled  with  the  late  owner's  three 
grandchildren,  June  Storey,  Dick  Hogan  and 
Mary  Lee.  He  tries  to  impress  them  with 
the  importance  of  what  they  possess  and 
what  an  unfinished  irrigation  project  will 
mean  to  settlers  in  the  valleys.  However, 
they  are  more  interested  in  having  a  good 
time,  with  the  exception  of  Miss  Lee.  It 
takes  a  number  of  hard  knocks  before  the 
heirs  to  the  ranch  see  the  light  and  every- 
thing is  running  smoothly. 

CAST:  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  June 
Storey,  Mary  Lee,  Dick  Hogan,  Ellen  E. 
Lowe,  Ferris  Taylor,  Joseph  De  Stefani, 
Roscoe  Ates,  Rex  Lease,  Ann  Baldwin,  Roy 
Barcroft,  Edna  Lawrence. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  William 
Berke;  Director,  Frank  McDonald;  Screen- 
play, Bradford  Ropes,  Betty  Burbridge  and 
Peter  Milne;  Original  Story,  Pete  Milne 
and  Connie  Lee;  Cameraman,  William 
Nobles;  Editor,  Tony  Martinelli. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Only  Negro  Theaters  Open 
Good  Friday  In  N 'Orleans 

New  Orleans  —  Eighteen  United 
theaters  here  and  15  other  nabe 
houses  closed  good  Friday.  Only 
Circle  and  Lincoln,  serving  negroes 
were  open,  both  with  versions  of 
"The  Life  of  Christ." 


Cashiers'  Club  Elects 

Charlotte,  N.  C— Theater  Cash- 
iers' club  of  Charlotte  have  elected 
new  officers  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Louise  Lambe,  president;  Miss  Sara 
Jamison,  vice-president;  Miss  Viv- 
ian Thomas,  secretary  and  Miss 
Ruby  Thomas,  treasurer. 


Sunday  Pix  Issue  Up  Again 

Calais,  Me. — Calais  will  again  vote, 
at  the  April  municipal  election,  on 
the   Sunday  film  issue. 
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GOV'T  NOTIFYING 
EQUITY  WITNESSES 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
tors,    while   not   serving   subpoenas, 
are   notifying    exhibitors    named    in 
this  vicinity  that  they  will  be  sum- 
moned to  testify. 

Among  those  reported  to  have 
been  so  notified  already  are  R.  J. 
Hiehle  of  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  Jos- 
eph and  Al  Weiss  of  McKeesport, 
Pa.,  Harry  Stahl  of  Sharon,  Pa., 
Chris  Lampros  of  Farrell,  Pa.,  Harry 
A.  Batastini  of  Punxsutawney,  Pa., 
Thomas  A.  Gilbert  and  Charles 
Morse  of  the  Oakland  Theater, 
Pittsburgh,  and  William  D.  Davis  of 
the  Triangle  Theater,  East  Liberty. 

Department  of  Justice  activity 
here  as  well  as  elsewhere  discounts 
the  continuing  reports  of  a  possible 
move  to  end  the  suit  via  a  consent 
decree.  While  admittedly  moves  in 
that  direction  may  have  been  made 
quietly  behind  the  scenes,  and  others 
are  anticipated,  the  Government  is 
"digging  in"  for  a  long  legal  battle. 


Cassel's  Counsel  Wants 

$16,871    RKO  Allowance 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tures.  The  applicants  represented 
Cassel  in  an  appeal  from  the  plan 
of  reorganization  which  was  heard 
by  the  Circuit  Court.  The  petition 
cited  over  80  court  appearances  dur- 
ing the  proceedings.  Under  Judge 
William  Bondy's  order  time  to  file 
applications  expires  today. 


Poppy  Day  Reel  Ready 

National  headquarters  of  the  Vet- 
erans of  Foreign  Wars,  with  the  co- 
operation of  Filmack  Trailer  Co., 
Chicago,  has  just  completed  "Lest 
We  Forget,"  three-minute  reel  for 
the  19th  Annual  Buddy  Poppy  Day 
sale  for  release  in  May.  Film  will 
be  furnished  free  of  charge  to  exhib- 
itors on  application  to  the  local  Posts 
of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  or 
to  Filmack  Co.,  Chicago. 

Local  360  to  Celebrate 

Richmond,  Va. — Local  360,  Opera- 
tors, will  celebrate  its  25th  anni- 
versary with  a  banquet  at  the  Rich- 
mond Hotel  on  Wednesday.  Leroy 
Ford  is  chairman  of  arrangements, 
being  assisted  by  George  Crozier, 
Addie  Stewart  and  M.  C.  "Pruny" 
Morisette.  Original  charter  mem- 
bers still  active  are  Otis  Bugg, 
George  Daniels,  Billy  Baltimore, 
"Happy"  Reed,  and  Ford. 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

Seven  Film  Companies  Did  $410,000,000  Biz  in  1938 

~    (Continued  from  Page  1)  ~ 


Theater  Guild  will  have  contributed 
$570,000  to  the  M.  P.  Relief  Fund 
when  it  closes  for  the  summer  on 
April  21.  .  .  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
gross  for  its  first  three  months  of 
exhibition  was  $15,000,000.  Advance 
sale  for  "GWTW"  at  17  Loew  nabe 
houses  was  reported  at  $175,000. 

*  *         * 

EQUITY  SUIT:  United  Artists 
and  Universal  were  reported  cold  to 
any  consent  decree  in  the  Gov't's 
New  York  equity  suit,  with  Columbia 
denying  it  had  made  any  statement 
giving  basis  for  its  reported  hostil- 
ity to  such  a  decree  .  .  .  Y.  Frank 
Freeman,  Para,  studio  exec,  in  ex- 
amination by  Gov't,  asserted  that  a 
producer-theater  tieup  was  essential 
to  the  pix  industry.  .  .  Spyros  Skou- 
ras,  head  of  National  Theaters,  told 
the  Gov't  that  National  Theaters 
competes  with  all  other  affiliated 
circuits. 

*  *         * 

PRODUCTION:  Among  week's  re- 
ports were:  Warners  to  make  at 
least  three  big  historical  features 
next  season;  just  formed  Classical 
Films  to  do  "Hamlet"  as  first  of 
projected  Shakespeare  series;  new 
Times  Square  Production  to  make 
12  features  based  on  the  radio  pro- 
gram, "The  First  Nighter";  Edgar 
Bergen  forming  own  company  for 
film  and  stage  productions;  Gordon- 
Goetz  likely  to  make  five  pix  next 
season;  Alexander  Korda  likely  to 
make  two  pix  in  Hollywood  and  two 
in   England   .   .   .   Gary   Cooper   will 


star  in  Frank  Capra's  "Life  of  John 
Doe"  .  .  .  William  Holden  cast  op- 
posite Jean  Parker  in  Columbia's 
"Arizona"  .  .  .  M-G-M  cast  Clark 
Gable  for  "Bolivar"  .  .  .  Buster  Kea- 
ton,  Hugh  Herbert,  Anita  Louise 
cast  for  Harold  Franklin's  "The  Vil- 
lain Still  Pursued  Her"  for  RKO 
.  .  .  M-G-M  sent  "To  Own  the 
World"  before  the  cameras  with 
Lana  Turner  and  Lew  Ayres  .  .  . 
20th-Fox  started  "The  Young  Peo- 
ple,"    with     Shirly     Temple,     Jack 

Oakie  and  Charlotte  Greenwood. 

*         *         * 

THIS  AND  THAT:  World  film 
theaters  advanced  4,313  in  1939  to 
total  of  67,129  .  .  .  World  screen 
time  of  American  pix  reported  still 
holding  at  65  per  cent  .  .  .  Marked 
theater  construction  and  remodelling 
reported  assured  for  Spring  in  the 
Midwest  area  .  .  .  20th-Fox  an- 
nounced it  would  hold  foreign  sales 
conventions  despite  the  war,  and  that 
it  would  likely  make  two  films  in 
color  in  England  .  .  .  Globe-Mills  to 
have  coin-in-slot  pix  ready  in  90 
days  .  .  .  New  trial  was  denied  John 
P.  Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Weston  .  .  . 
MFS  Corp.,  and  other  Philly  chains 
attacked  Warner  clearance  in  an 
anti-trust  suit  .  .  .  Warners  reported 
ready  to  take  its  fight  against  Philly 
musicians'  situation  to  courts  rf 
IATSE  calls  a  sympathy  strike  .  .  . 
N.  Y.  University  plans  pix  course 
leading  to  B.  A.  degree  if  film  com- 
panies will  co-op.  by  giving  jobs  to 
its  graduates. 


UA  STATUS  UP  TODAY 
AT  MPPDA  MEETING 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
as    it   has   no    precedent,   no    active 
company  having  sought  to  withdraw 
from  the  MPPDA  since  the  organi- 
zation was  formed. 

The  foreign  situation,  possible 
participation  in  a  New  York  \  bid's 
Fair  exhibit  and  other  industry  mat- 
ters also  will  be  discussed  or  acted 
upon. 


Application  Filed  by  NBC 
For  Three  Tele  Stations 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ington,  Philadelphia  and  Chicago. 
The  class  2  stations  are  permitted 
to  adopt  the  limited  commercial 
policy  announced  by  the  FCC  re- 
cently. 

The  Washington  station  is  asked 
on  44,000-50,000  kilocycles,  1,000 
watts  for  visual  and  aural,  A3  and 
A5  emission;  Philadelphia  and  Chi- 
cago on  84,000-90,000  kilocycles, 
1,000  watts,  both  visual  and  aural, 
A3  and  A5  emission. 


O'Reilly  Gets  Concession 

Sanitary-Berlo  Concessions,  Inc., 
of  which  Charles  L.  O'Reilly  is  presi- 
dent, will  again  participate  promi- 
nently in  the  New  York  World's 
Fair.  Coca  Cola  will  have  the  car- 
bonated beverage  concession,  while 
Sanitary-Berlo  will  have  the  "still" 
beverages  at  the  exposition. 


Income  Misrepresentation 
Charged  in  Unique  Action 

Pittsburgh — Dorwin  L.  Robinson, 
who  operates  the  Port  Theater  in 
Lumberport,  W.  Va.,  has  entered  suit 
against  Irving  "Danny"  Davis,  from 
whom  he  purchased  the  theater,  for 
$2,630,  charging  misrepresentation 
as  to  income  preceding  the  sale.  This 
is  the  first  suit  of  its  kind  on  record 
in  this  territory. 


Sunday  Pix  for  Charity 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Hapeville,  an  At- 
lanta suburb,  is  to  get  Sunday  mo- 
vies for  the  first  time  in  its  his- 
tory as  the  result  of  a  vote  by  the 
Hapeville  American  Legion  post  to 
sponsor  charity  shows  at  the  Fulton 
Theater. 


De  Toth  Film  to  Danubia 

Danubia  Pictures,  Inc.,  has  closed 
a  deal  with  Endre  de  Toth  for  "Sem- 
melweis,  Savior  of  Mothers."  De 
Toth,  director  and  co-author  of  the 
Hungarian  pix,  is  now  in  New  York. 

Houck  Acquires  Rival 

Rolling  Fork,  Miss. — Joy  Houck's 
Joy  Theaters  took  a  commanding  po- 
sition here  by  acquiring  the  rival 
Royal  Theater,  operated  by  the  Shaw 
Bros. 


Dixie  Film  Exchange  Takes 
New  Quarters  in  Atlanta 

Atlanta,  Ga. — In  line  with  an  ex- 
pansion program,  the  Dixie  Film 
Exchange  has  moved  into  a  new 
three-story  building  at  141  Walton 
St.,  N.W.,  and  has  added  to  its  per- 
sonnel. Exchange  is  headed  by  Ted 
Toddy,  staff  including  S.  Hickman  as 
manager;  E.  A.  Dorsey,  Dick  Dowell, 
L.  E.  Todd,  and  John  J.  Keninger  in 
executive  and  sales  capacities.  Nor- 
man Frankel  is  director  of  publicity 
and  exploitation.  Exchange  handles 
all-Negro  pix. 


Arnold  and  Neal  Before 

Senate's  Judiciary  Com. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  a  resolution,  fixing  a  date  for 
national  observance  of  the  coming- 
of-age  of  nearly  3,000,000  youthful 
citizens. 


Alliance  Circuit  Talking 

Deals  for  More  Theaters 


Pix  Appreciation  Contest 

Cinema  Guild  of  the  French  Amer- 
ican Students  League  will  hold  a 
French  film  appreciation  contest  in 
co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation and  the  Ascot  Theater  which 
will  be  open  to  all  junior  and  senior 
high  school  students  in  the  Bronx, 
with  cash  scholarship  awards  of 
$250.  Supplementing  showing  of 
films  will  be  lectures  and  discussions. 


Gets  Lauder  Picture 

Select  Attractions,  Inc.  has  closed 
a  contract  with  Charles  J.  Hirliman 
for  the  immediate  release  of  Harry 
Lauder's  latest  picture,  "Song  of  the 
Roda." 


Chicago — Alliance  Theater  circuit 
expects  to  close  current  negotiations 
for  the  acquisition  of  additional 
houses  shortly,  it  was  reported  at 
the  week-end. 

Alliance  has  appointed  Peter  Pa- 
ganos  as  assistant  to  John  J.  Doerr, 
booking  manager. 


Amateur  Film  Show  Apr.  3 

Duncan  MacD.  Little  will  again 
present  his  Annual  International 
Show  of  Amateur  Motion  Pictures 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Peabody  Home 
on  April  3,  at  the  Barbizon-Plaza 
Theater.  Program  has  been  selected 
by  a  jury  from  more  than  30  films 
submitted  by  amateurs. 


Rose  Aids  Jewish  Drive 

Chicago — Jack  Rose,  of  the  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois  Theater  circuit,  has 
been  named  chairman  of  the  Amuse- 
ment Division  for  the  Jewish  Wel- 
fare Fund  drive  in  the  Chicago  ter- 
ritory. 


Theaters  Play  Milk  Pix 

"The  Miracle  of  Milk,"  produced 
in  behalf  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Milk 
campaign,  has  been  played  by  646 
theaters  to  date,  with  200  more  ex- 
pected to  show  the  pix  before  the 
campaign  ends  March  31. 
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We've  rounded  up  all  the  Indian  Chiefs  .  .  .  Texas  Rangers  .  .  .  Deadwood  Dick  Stage 

Coaches  .  .  .  and  Prairie  Schooners  in  the  Southwest,  and We've  persuaded  the 

"Cream  of  the  Crop"  of  lovely  Senoritas  to  lend  their  presence,  and We've 

combed  the  Western  Hemisphere  for  the  most  important  personalities  of 

Civic,  Political,  Stage,  Screen  and  Radio  —  and  have  their  okay  that 

they'll  be  here,  and  -  -  -  We've  killed  the  "Fatted  Calf"  .  .  .  and 

arranged  for  a  sumptuous  feast  to  whet  your  staid  appetite,  and 

-  -  -  We've  got  the  greatest  show  on  earth  ready  and  rarin' 

to  go.  All  we  need  to  make  it  complete  is  -  -  -  YOU! 

Write!  Wire!  (But  don't  Phone!)  .  .  .  Tell  us  you  are 

coming  and  that  you've  got  permission  to  have 

FUN!  Thass  all  you've  got  to  do  —  We'll 

do  the  rest!  .  .  .  Address  Variety  Club, 

203  Melba  Theatre  Building, 

Dallas,  Texas. 
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RKO  TO  AVOID  6WTW, 
"PINOCCHIO"  CLASH 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
department  that  it  also  was  not  ad- 
visable to  book  the  picture  right  af- 
ter the  close  of  "GWTW"  as  busi- 
ness has  been  reported  to  be  off  for 
a  brief  period  after  the  picture  ended 
an   engagement. 

Meanwhile,  "Pinocchio"  was  book- 
ed to  open  in  more  than  300  the- 
aters over  the  week-end,  represent- 
ing the  first  general  release  outside 
of  about  25  pre-release  showings. 


Television  to  Introduce 
Own  News  Review  Format 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
merly  with  RKO  Radio,  and  Anton 
Bundsmann,  an  NBC  program  direc- 
tor. 

Subtitled  "a  visual  digest  of  the 
news  of  the  month,"  the  series  will 
utilize  mechanical  puppets  as  inter- 
locutors, film  sequences,  about  20 
actors  and  a  multiple  set  comprising 
more  than  15  stages  for  various 
televised  scenes. 

"See!  Hear!"  will  be  divided  into 
five  classifications:  the  news  event 
of  the  month,  frontiers  of  industry, 
sports,  the  latest  in  the  entertain- 
ment world  and  a  human  interest 
story.  Each  episode  will  reflect  an 
outstanding  event  or  trend  in  the 
current  world. 

Actors  will  be  in  modern  dress. 
Scenery,  other  than  that  provided  by 
the  modernistic  stage  setting,  will 
be  dispensed  with,  and  props  will  be 
held  to  a  minimum.  The  dramatic 
effect,  as  planned,  will  proceed  from 
the  program's  material  and  from  the 
use  of  various  devices  of  stagecraft 
and  motion  pictures. 


Fox  Dualling  In  Denver 

Denver — The  Denver  and  Aladdin, 
both  Fox  houses  and  first-run,  have 
dropped  bills  in  favor  of  double  bills. 
This  move  leaves  the  Denham,  first- 
run  operated  by  Dave  Cockrill  and 
using  Paramount  product,  the  only 
single  bill  theater  in  Denver. 


Confer  on  Theater  Games 

East  Cambridge,  Mass. — Represen- 
tatives of  Cambridge,  Somerville  and 
Lowell  film  theaters  have  conferred 
with  District  Attorney  Robert  P. 
Bradford  at  the  East  Cambridge 
courthouse  on  the  operation  of 
games. 


Faulty  Advisors 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — For  the  first  time  in  in- 
dustry history,  the  faculty  of  a  univers- 
ity will  sit  as  a  "jury"  of  advisors  on 
the  production  of  a  film.  This  is  the 
result  of  the  acceptance  by  the  faculty 
of  the  University  of  Arizona  of  Wesley 
Ruggles'  invitation  to  act  as  his  Ad- 
visory Board  during  the  filming  "Ari- 
zona," which  Ruggles  will  produce  and 
direct  for  Columbia. 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


"Home  Movies" 

with  Robert  Benchley 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Hilarious  Short 

That  inimitable  blunderer  and  Mr. 
Malaprop,  Robert  Benchley,  gives 
the  public  another  amusing  look  at 
itself  in  this  short.  Mr.  Benchley 
is  going  to  show  some  guests  the  pic- 
tures he  and  his  wife  and  friends 
took  on  a  trip.  The  projection  ma- 
chine is  set  up  and  the  reel  starts 
to  unfold.  From  there  on  to  what 
is  literally  a  blowup  climax,  there 
are  laughs  aplenty  for  everybody. 


"Fashion  Takes  a   Holiday1' 

Columbia  11  mins. 

Interesting  Fashion  Reel 

Fashion  travelogue  of  the  latest 
styles  for  women  is  presented  in 
this  reel,  filmed  in  Cosmocolor.  A 
bevy  of  models  travel  around  the 
country  with  costume  changes  for 
each  stop.  Trip  starts  in  New  York, 
goes  to  Los  Angeles,  via  the  Grand 
Canyon,  which  is  commented  about 
by  narrator  James  B.  Bannon  as  "a 
big  gully  by  golly."  From  there 
they  fly  to  a  Colorado  dude  ranch, 
go  to  Palm  Springs  and  a  Califor- 
nia mountain  resort,  with  appro- 
priate costumes  for  each  change 
shown  in  the  film. 


"Screen  Snapshots" 

(Series  19,  No.  5) 

Columbia  10  mins. 

Hollywood  At  Home 

Reel  presents  a  number  of  Holly- 
wood personages  who  are  contribu- 
tors to  different  arts.  Robert  Wil- 
cox   is    shown    drawing    and    Fred 


MacMurray  is  seen  hand  tooling 
leather,  his  hobby.  Mary  Boland 
is  shown  working  with  clay  and 
actor  Fritz  Leiber  is  disclosed  as  a 
maker  of  masks.  Plug  is  put  in  for 
The  Three  Stooges  as  zany  artists, 
which  is  hardly  in  taste  with  the 
rest   of  the  reel. 


"The   Mouse   Exterminator" 

Columbia  6'/2  mins. 

Fair  Cartoon 

Allie  Kats,  well  known  mouse  ex- 
terminator, is  called  by  a  lady  who 
is  annoyed  by  a  troublesome  young 
mouse.  The  exterminator  employs 
several  of  his  noted  methods  and 
succeeds  in  capturing  the  mouse,  but 
each  time  he  does  the  mouse  pleads 
so  hard  for  his  freedom  that  Kats 
breaks  down  and  lets  him  go.  Each 
time  he  gets  away  the  mouse  jeers 
at  him  and  finally  traps  Kats  in  a 
high  powered  vacuum  cleaner  and 
goes  merrily   on  his  way. 


"Rockin'  Thru  the   Rockies" 

with  The  Three  Stooges 

Columbia  16'/2   mins. 

Amusing    Comedy 

The  Three  Stooges  re-live  the  days 
of  the  covered  wagon  trail  when 
the  West  Was  still  wild  and  wooly 
in  this  release.  Acting  as  guides 
for  a  touring  show,  they  get  the 
chorus  girls  and  their  female  boss 
into  one  jam  after  another  and 
have  very  little  time  left  to  get 
them  to  California  when  they  have 
Indian  trouble.  A  number  of  funny 
gags  have  been  worked  into  the 
script  and  the  boys  finally  get  their 
entourage  away  just  in  time  to  es- 
cape  the   Indians. 


Metal  Mounting  for  Films 
Developed  by  Arthur  Price 

Development  of  a  method  of 
mounting  films  on  metal  carrying 
bands  for  use  in  continuous  projec- 
tors has  been  revealed  by  Arthur 
Price  of  Repeatoscope.  Sprocket  per- 
forations are  included  in  the  metal 
carrier  so  as  to  eliminate  strain  on 
the  film  proper,  and,  according  to 
Price,  sustained  cyclicle  exhibition  of 
pictures  is  increased  upwards  of 
2,000  per  cent  over  maximum  per- 
formance from  ordinary  film. 

"Son  of  Ingagi"  at  Harris 

"Son  of  Ingagi,"  all-Negro  feature, 
onened  the  Harris  Theater  Saturday. 
Unusual  showing  of  a  colored  picture 
to  downtown  white  audiences  was 
arranged  by  Ted  Krasna  of  Cinema 
Circuit  and  Lester  J.  Sack  of  Sack 
Amusement  Enterprises,  distributors 
of  "Sons  of  Ingagi." 


Sidney  on  Marx  Bros.  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — Louis  K.   Sidney  will 
be    the    producer    of    Metro's    Marx 
Bros,  starrer,  "Argentina." 


Connie  Cummings  Opposite 
Montgomery  in  British  Pix 

London  (By  Cable) — Metro's  first 
British  production  to  start  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  is  finally  in  work 
at  Dedham.  It's  "Busman's  Holi- 
day," with  Arthur  Woods  directing 
a  cast  including  Robert  Montgomery, 
Constance  Cummings,  Seymour 
Hicks,  Leslie  Banks,  Gwen  Francyn- 
Davies,  Robert  Newton  and  Louise 
Hampton. 


Col.  Sets  "Surprise  Awards" 

Special  "surprise  awards"  on 
shorts  and  serial  sales  have  been  set 
for  Columbia's  "Montague  Fifteenth 
Anniversary  Campaign."  They  will 
go  to  the  bookers  of  the  six  branch 
offices  leading  in  billings  on  shorts 
and  serials. 

V.  C.  Gives  "Iron  Lung" 

Baltimore  —  Local  Variety  Club 
has  presented  an  "iron  lung"  to  this 
city;  it's  the  first  major  gift  in  a 
long-range  V.C.  charitable  program. 

Close  Cincinnati  Office 

Cincinnati — Local  office  of  the  Co- 
operative Theaters  of  Ohio,  Inc.,  has 
been  closed,  Manager  Jim  Mooney, 
returning  to  Cleveland. 


PREPARING  BIOGRAPH 
STUDIO  FOR  ACTION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tract  for  the  lease  of  the  studio  in 
which  to  make  their  announced  pic- 
ture, the  deal  has  progressed  to  a 
stage  where  the  studio  operators 
believe  it  is  time  to  get  the  ,ri^dio 
ready.  It  was  reported  that  .  pro- 
duction will  begin  within  three  weeks 
after  the  contract  is   signed. 

Another  deal  pending  for  space 
at  the  Biograph  studio  is  being  dis- 
cussed by  Nat  Ross  who  is  prepar- 
ing to  make  a  picture  starring  Con- 
stance Bennett  in  the  East.  This 
deal,  it  is  learned,  has  not  advanced 
as  far  as  the  Hecht-Jessel  enter- 
prise, but  it  is  believed  by  some 
that  it  will  be  completed  in  time  to 
begin  camera  work  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Hecht  picture. 


Two  20th-Fox  Films  to  Get 
Kate  Smith  Radio  Previews 


Realfilm  Productions 

to  Make  "Age  of  Fish" 

Realfilm  Productions,  Inc.,  recent- 
ly organized  by  John  Ferno,  Sidney 
Kaufman  and  Leo  Mittler,  plans  to 
produce  independently  as  well  as  to 
work  individually  or  as  a  unit  on 
industrials  and  institutionals.  Real- 
film  has  acquired  rights  to  Odon  von 
Horvath's  "Age  of  the  Fish,"  now 
being  scripted. 


Further  Bank  Night  Test 

Lowell,  Mass. — While  a  recent  Su- 
preme Court  decision  apparently 
banned  Bankx  Night,  a  further  legal 
test  impends  here.  Games  will  be  per- 
mitted until  a  local  case  is  deter- 
mined. 


Avalon  Bowlers  In  Tourney 

Chicago  —  The  Avalon  Theater 
team,  winners  in  Warner  Theater 
bowling  league,  will  represent  the 
Warner  League  at  the  American 
Bowling  League  national  tournament 
in  Detroit. 


Trendle  Heads  Fire  Com. 

Detroit — George  W.  Trendle,  until 
recently  president  of  the  United  De- 
troit Theaters,  is  new  president  of 
the  Detroit  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
on  the  Kate  Smith  show  over  the 
CBS  hookup.  Another  special  radio 
preview  of  a  20th-Fox  film  will  be 
held  next  month  on  the  Kate  Smith 
hour. 


Continued  Story 

Chicago— B  &  K's  Luna  Theater  has 
booked  "Four  Daughters"  and  "Four 
Wives"    as   a    dual. 
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High  Court  Okays  20%  Award  In  "Letty  Lynton"  Case 

INDUSTRY  TOO  COMPLEX  FOR  SPLJHAYS 

$4,146,813  Net  For  1939  Reported  by  20th  Cent.-Fox 


Currency  Regulations  Abroad 

Are  "Serious  Problem," 

Declares  Kent 

Annual  report  of  20th-Fox  for 
the  year  ended  Dec.  30,  1939,  which 
was  issued  yesterday,  shows  a  net 
profit  after  all  costs  of  $4,146,813. 
This  figure  is  a  drop  of  $3,105,653 
from  the  1938  net  of  $7,252,466. 
Dividends  from  National  Theaters 
for  the  year  in  the  amount  of  $756,- 
000  also  showed  a  slump  in  compari- 
son to  the  figure  of  $882,000  in  1938. 
Consolidated  net  income  for  National 
Theateis  and  its  subsidiaries  was 
set  forth  at  the  figure  of  $2,311,108, 

< Continued  on  Page  8) 


$1,234,523  RKO  NET 
REPORTED  FOR  1939 


Irving  Trust  Co.  filed  its  final  re- 
port as  RKO  trustee  in  Federal 
Court  yesterday.  Embodied  were 
financial  statements  of  RKO  and  a 
number  of  subsidiaries.  First  dis- 
closed that,  for  1939,  combined  op- 
eration of  theater  operating  sub- 
sidiaries of  RKO,  net,  unaudited, 
amounted  to  $1,234,523.03,  after  all 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


16  Distribs.  Seek  U.  S.  Pix; 
Gov't  Will  Ask  Percentage 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington— Total  of  16  distrib- 
utors have  asked  to  be  allowed  to  bid 
for  distribution  rights  to  the  U.  S. 
Film  Service's  "The  Fight  for  Life," 
now  at  the  Belmont,  New  York,  as 
the  Government's  first  feature  to 
play  a  theatrical  engagement. 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Loew-Lewin  to  Produce 

First  on  Universal  Lot 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  newly-organized 
David  L.  Loew-Albert  Lewin  Co., 
Inc.,  will  produce  its  initial  picture, 
"Flotsam,"  for  UA  at  Universal. 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Will  Hays 
Speaking 


Key   paragraphs   from    W  ill   H.   Hays' 
annual  report: 

".  .  .  .  our  code  machinery  is  not  a  fumigat- 
ing p!ant  in  which  material  tainted  in  essence 
may  be  put  in  and  dramatically  and  socially  de- 
sirable entertain- 
ment  may  be 
taken  out.  Good 
pictures  begin 
and  end  with  the 
purpose  so  to  pro- 
duce   them." 

"With  the  clean 
bill  of  health  now 
shewn  by  the  in- 
dustry, it  is  ironic 
that  there  should 
be  any  insistence 
today  on  a  sub- 
terfuge, potenti- 
a'ly  more  vicious 
than  any  form  of 
outright  censor- 
ship,  allegedly 
aimed  at  the 
the  screen.  The 
parades  under  the 
innocent    name    of    'community    selection'." 

what    misleading     propaganda     now 
(Continued  on   Page  2) 


WILL   H.    HAYS 

further    moral     important    of 
new     censorship     movement 


"Hatchet  and  Saw  of  Litigation  or  Legislation/'  New 

Censorship  Movement,  Gov't  Attitude  on 

Reforms  Draw  MPPDA  Prexy's  Fire 

Will  H.  Hays,  in  a  fighting  annual  presidential  report,  sub- 
mitted to  the  MPPDA  board  of  directors  yesterday: 

1.  Assailed  demands  for  theater  divorcement,  key  of  the  pend- 
ing New  York  equity  suit,  asserting  "Our  entertainment  industry 

is  too  complex  to  be  increased,  like 


RKO  CLAIMS  EXPECTED 
TO  REACH  $2,500,000 


Total  applications  for  allowances 
and  expenses  in  the  RKO  reorg.  pro- 
ceedings will  be  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $2,500,000,  it  was  indicated  yes- 
terday as  the  deadline  for  filing  ex- 
pired. Applications  yesterday  to- 
taled $1,357,238,  while  those  pre- 
viously filed  approximated  $375,000. 
These  figures  do  not  include  the  ap- 
plication   of   Atlas    Corp.,   proponent 

'Continued  on  Page  8) 


Four  New  Features  Start 

In    Hollywood    Studios 

West    Const   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Four  new  productions 

are  slated  to  go  into  work  this  week. 

At     RKO:     "Lone     Star     Legion" 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


$2,362,331  Wage  Dividend 

for  30,934  at  Eastman 

Rochester  —  Eastman  Kodak  Co., 
;hrough  its  president,  Frank  W. 
Lovejoy,  announced  here  yesterday 
the  distribution  of  a  wage  dividend 
of  $2,362,331  to  30,934  eligible  em- 
ployes throughout  the  organization. 

Current  payment  brings  total  of 
wage  dividends,  since  the  beginning 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Apportionment  of  Profits  in    Lynton 
Plagiarism  Case  Okayed  by  Court 


Trans-Lux  1939  Net  Hits 
$85,858,  Drop  of  $47,859 

Annual  report  of  the  Trans-Lux 
Corp.,  shows  a  net  profit  of  $85,- 
858.40  for  1939,  equal  to  11.92  cents 
per  share  on  the  outstanding  stock. 
This  figure  compares  with  $133,717.35 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


By  MILTON  F.  LUNCH 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  "Letty  Lynton" 
case  was  ended  yesterday  by  the  U. 
S.  Supreme  Court  with  a  decision, 
of  wide  industry  application,  affirm- 
ing the  award  of  20  per  cent  of  the 
profits  to  Edward  Sheldon  and  Mar- 
garet Ayer  Barnes. 

Taking  up  the  question  of  whether 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


the  amoeba,  by  the  process  of  divi- 
sion." 

2.  Decried  those  "who  would  use 
the  hatchet  and  the  saw  of  litiga- 
tion or  legislation  to  sever  the  nec- 
essary economic  relations  of  produc- 
tion, distribution  and  exhibition,  in- 
stead of  allowing  them  to  be  bettered 
through  self -regulation"  and  warned 
that  success  of  their  efforts  would  be 
"a  sorry  service  to  the  American  en- 
tertainment   public." 

Raps    "New    Censorship"    Move 

3.  Struck  out  with  vigor  at   "the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


MONO,  BRANCH  HEADS 
VOTE  ON  NEW  LINEUP 


Monogram  franchise  holders  have 
been  asked  to  vote  on  the  number 
of  pictures  the  company  should  de- 
liver for  the  1940-41  season.  The 
poll  is  expected  to  be  completed  this 
week  and  an  announcement  will  be 
forthcoming  shortly.  President  W. 
Ray    Johnston     indicated    yesterday 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


All  Universal  Issues  Hit 
New  Highs;  Pfd.  Up  5  Points 

All  Universal  issues  hit  new  highs 
for  the  year  in  New  York  security 
markets  yesterday.  Company's  pre- 
ferred  was   up    five   points    to    close 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Pasternak  Philly  Luncheon 
Draws  More  Than  100  Exhibs. 


Philadelphia  —  Joseph  Pasternak, 
"U"  director,  was  feted  at  a  lun- 
cheon  here   yesterday   by   Universal 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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urges  is  really  'community  selection'  without  the 
consent  of  the  community,  and  before  public 
taste  and  public  opinion  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  assert  themselves.  Under  whatever 
name  this  is  glossed,  such  a  method  would  set 
up  an  irresponsible  censorship  by  pressure  groups." 

*  *         * 

".  .  .  .  that  the  whole  sales  structure  should 
be  destroyed  in  order  to  make  the  new  cen- 
sorship possible  is  quite  another  matter.  The 
extraordinary  distance  that  we  have  gone  in 
building  up  a  structure  of  self-discipline  should 
be    evident.    .    .    ." 

*  *         * 

"Dictation  by  even  well-intentioned  groups 
as  to  what  pictures  shall  or  shall  not  be  shown 
in  any  given  theater  not  to  mention  dictation 
from  groups  with  an  axe  to  grind,  would  stultify 
the  art.  It  is  a  scheme  destructive  of  the 
very  basis  of  free  speech,  a  free  press, _  the 
freedom   of  the  air  or  a   free  screen." 

*  #  * 

"It  is  true  that  we  have  still  far  to  go  on 
the  road  of  self-regulation  before  every  buyer 
and  seller  in  this  industry,  like  the  fabled  lion 
and  the  lamb,  will  lie  down  in  peace  together. 
There  is  much  to  be  done  to  secure  clear  and 
unequivocal  understanding  between  distributors 
and  exhibitors  in  many  trade  practices  inherent 
in  the  character  of  our  product  and  our  busi- 
ness." 

*  *         * 

"Youth  in  America  today  is  clear-headed  and 
clear-eyed  with  regard  to  the  futility  of  war, 
and  pictures  more  than  words  have  tended  to 
this   result." 

"Good  pictures  are  not  the  spontaneous  ex- 
pression of  talent,  literature  or  drama.  They 
must  start  with  the  will  to  make  them,  the 
capacity  to  gather  the  hundreds  of  necessary 
skills  that  go  into  their  making,  the  ability  to 
find  the  required  investments,  and  the  courage 
to  risk  vast  sums  on  entertainment  ideas  that 
may  or  may  not  eventually  receive  public  favor. 
That's  the  job  of  the  almost  forgotten  busi- 
ness man   in   the  industry." 
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Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

MARCH  26 

Arnold  Van  Leer 

Trevor  Faulkner 

Alfred  A.  Cohn 

H.   Wayne   Pierson 


Start  Hearing  Neb.  Appeal 
for  Retrial  of  Ascap  Action 

Omaha — Motion  by  Nebraska  offi- 
cials for  a  retrial  of  the  action  con- 
testing the  constitutionality  of  the 
State's  1937  Statute  outlawing 
Ascap  opened  yesterday  before  the 
same  Federal  Court  that  granted  the 
original  injunction  restraining  the 
State  from  enforcement  of  the  law. 

W.  J.  Hotz,  State  special  counsel, 
told  the  court  that  sections  of  the 
law  objected  to  by  Federal  Court  in 
granting  the  injunction  could  be 
stricken  and  still  leave  the  law 
adequate  to  guard  against  Ascap 
practices,  which  he  says  violate  the 
Sherman    anti-trust   act. 

Representing  Ascap  are  Herman 
Finkelstein  of  New  York  and  Eugene 
Blazer  and  L.  J.  Tepoel  of  Omaha. 

Monbgram  Chicago  Biz 

Up  20  P.C.,  Elman  Asserts 

Chicago — Henri  Elman,  Monogram 
distributor,  says  that  business  is  20 
per  cent  ahead  of  the  same  period 
last  year.  Demand  for  "East  Side 
Kids"  is  so  great  that  18  prints  in 
the  Chicago  office  are  "working  over- 
time," according  to  Elman. 

Allied  Meet  June  19-21? 

Chicago — Probable  date  for  Allied 
states  convention  is  June  19,  20,  21. 
It  was  expected  to  be  settled  definite- 
ly late  last  night. 


Storm  Isolation  Up-State 

"Slightly  Exaggerated" 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Storm  in  Northern 
and  Central  New  York  at  the  week- 
end badly  hurt  Easter  season.  Pix 
biz  in  some  small  city  and  village 
spots  was  affected,  but  print  deliv- 
eries by  trucks  are  still  being  made 
despite  road  conditions.  Genera] 
feeling  is  that  press  reports  of  isola- 
tion" in  Northern  New  York  are 
slightly  exaggerated.  No  present 
case  of  Albany  exchange  transporta- 
tion print  difficulty  exists. 

However,  where  branch  line  or 
junction  point  prints  are  serviced  by 
express,  two  days  advance  shipment 
is  being  followed.  North  of  Rouse 
Point  in  Canadian  territory,  which  is 
not  serviced  from  Albany,  however, 
even  trains  are  having  difficulty  get- 
ting through.  One  real  victim  of 
storm  was  George  Tucker,  RKO 
salesman,  who  was  injured  in  col- 
lision due  to  the  blinding  snow. 
Tucker  is  in  a  Watertown  hospital. 


Genet  Named  Hollingshead 
Assistant  on  WB's  Shorts 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Ira  Genet  bee'omes 
aide  to  Gordon  Hollingshead,  in 
charge  of  Warners  short  production, 
and  will  concentrate  on  a  band  ser- 
ies. Work  starts  on  the  1940-41 
shorts  lineup  May  15. 

Charles  Tedford,  who  has  writ- 
ten many  of  the  historical  featurets, 
has  been  switched  to  the  feature  de- 
partment, and  Owen  Crump,  asso- 
ciated with  the  Studio  for  about  a 
year  as  a  writer  of  shorts,  will  han- 
dle stories  for  this  department  and, 
additionally,  work  on  these   scripts. 


Heidt  in  Feature  and  Slot 
Machine  Reel  for  Roosevelt 


Chicago — Not  only  will  Horace 
Heidt  make  a  feature  for  James 
Roosevelt's  Globe  Productions  this 
summer,  but  the  ork.  leader  at  the 
same  time  will  make  a  short  for 
the  Roosevelt-Mills  nickel-in-the- 
slot  projectors. 

Bioff  Wins  Two  Weeks'  Stay 

Chicago — A  two  week  stay  of  re- 
turn to  jail  in  the  William  Bioff  case 
was  granted  yesterday  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice John  Prystalski  in  order  to  al- 
low an  appeal  by  Bioff' s  attorney  to 
the    Illinois    Supreme    Court. 


REQUESTED 

Information  leading  to  the  location  of 

FRED  HANSEN 

also  known  as 
EDWARD  STEISS 
and/or 

Bell  &  Howell  Turret  Eyemo  Camera  #4824 
Bell  &  rtowell  Eyemo  Camera  #2959 
24mm  Cooke  F2  Lens   #218126 
47mm  Cooke  F2  Lens  #204823 
47mm  Cooke  F2  Lens   #127007 
75mm  Cooke  F2  Lens  #219923 
Informant  will   be   reimbursed   for  any 
warranted  expenses. 
THE    FILM    DAILY— Box    1700 
1501  Broadway  New  York  City 
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EMIL  STERN,  Essaness  president,  MRS.  STERN, 
and  their  daughter,  JACKIE,  have  returned  to 
Chicago   after   a    vacation    in    Palm    Springs. 

JOE  RUTTENBERG,  Metro  cameraman,  arrives 
here  for  a  vacation  as  soon  as  he  com  .'•es 
work  on  "Waterloo  Bridge"  at  the  studio'    ^0 

DAN  MICHALOVE,  assistant  to  20th-Fox 
prexy,  Sidney  R.  Kent,  has  arrived  here  from 
the  Coast. 

CEORGE  DILLON,  Warners'  sales  manager  in 
New   Zealand,    is   here   for  home   office  confabs. 

A.  A.  FINEBERG,  of  the  U.  S.  Air  Condition- 
ing Co.,   is  here  from  Minneapolis  on  business. 

JULIUS  AUSENBERG,  of  the  De  Vry  Corp., 
has  arrived  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  where  he 
will  open  offices  for  handling  the  company's 
continental    business. 

JAMES  R.  CRAINCER  returned  to  New  York 
yesterday    from    New    England. 

EDDIE    CANTOR    arrives    here   Thursday. 

BARRY  FITZGERALD  leaves  for  the  Coast 
next  month. 

MAJ.  GEN.  J.  O.  MAUBORGNE,  Chief  Signal 
Officer,  U.  S.  A.,  arrived  on  the  Coast  yester- 
day to  confer  with  Signal  Corps  Reserve  officers 
in    the   film    industry. 

ABE  and  MRS.  FISHMAN  of  Fishman  The- 
aters, New  Haven,  returned  from  Miami  Beach 
Saturday.  Also  MRS.  PHILIP  SASLAU  of  the 
Fishman   circuit. 

MORRIS  NUNES,  Progressive  Premium  head 
at  New  Haven,  and  MRS.  NUNES,  left  Sunday 
for   a    trip   to   Miami   and   Havana. 

M.  G.  POLLER,  head  of  RKO  Radio's  playdate 
department,  is  back  at  his  desk  following  a  two- 
weeks'  vacation   in   Florida. 

ROY  HAINES,  Warner  Eastern  and  Canadian 
sales  manager,  returned  yesterday  from  a  week's 
trip  to  Eastern  district  offices  in  connection 
with  the  current  Sears  Drive. 

J.  P.  MAXFIELD,  director  of  commercial 
engineering  for  Erpi,  is  in  Boston  conducting 
a  two-day  colloquium  on  general  auditorium 
acoustics  and  other  sound  reproducing  matters 
before    the    Mass.    Institute    of   Technology. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Western  and  Southern 
sales  manager  for  Warners,  is  making  a  tour  of 
the  branch  offices  in  his  territory  in  behalf 
of   the   Sears   Drive. 

AL    DEANE    is   back   from   a    Florida   vacation. 


Disney  Insurance  Risk 

to  be  Shared  by  50  Cos. 

Chicago' — Life  insurance  policy  for 
$1,500,000  to  be  written  for  Walt 
Disney  as  a  result  of  his  new  financ- 
ing deal  will  be  for  a  10-year  term, 
with  an  annual  premium  in  ex- 
cess of  $17,000.  From  40  to  50 
companies  will  share  the  risk. 


THE  SHORTEST  DISTANCE 
BETWEEN  TWO  POINTS  IS 

Tostal 
Telegraph 

CHARGES      FOR     TELEGRAMS 

'PHONED    IN   APPEAR   ON   YOUR 

JP*V   TELEPHONE  BILL. 


\ 


ERROL  FLYNN  and 
MIRIAM  HOPKINS 
.„  "VIRGINIA  CITY" 
w.th  RANDOLPH  SCOn 
HUMPHREY  BOGART 

FRANK  McHUGH  •  ALAN  HALE 
GUINN'BIG  BOY"  WILLIAMS 
Directed  by  MICHAEL  CURTIZ 

Original  Screen  Ploy  by  Robert  Buckner 

Muiic  by  Ma<  Sleiner 
A  Warner  Irei.-Fint  Notional  Picture 


f        *M 


IN  EVERY  OPENING! 

(New  York!  New  Haven!  Hartford!  Bridgeport! 
Worcester!  Springfield!  Hot  Springs! 


Allow  plenty  of  time  for  this  one 
-business  demands  it!  It's  even 
ahead  of  The  69th-  which  again  puts 


II]™i]llHl|™ 

...says  Louella  0.  Parsons 
critics  forecast  great 


i  u 


Spring's  best-selling  novel  has  been  skillfully 
woven  into  a  moving  and  highly  dramatic  picture, 
brilliantly  enacted."  —Motion  Picture  Daily 


ji 


II 


Edward  Small  has  made  a  splendid  film. 
It  can  be  called  a  masterpiece." 


// 


// 


Powerful,  human-interest  packed  box-office  story 

...bound  to  appeal  to  the  mass  of  movie  patrons. 

— Film  Daily 

Edward  Small  has  made  a  truly  fine  addition  to  the 
array  of  superlative  productions  which  have  come 
from  Hollywood  in  recent  months."— Hollywood  Reporter 


"Edward  Small  herewith  gives  United  Artists  an 
offering  of  great  strength  and  dramatic  passion, 
one  of  the  best  in  showmanly  approach  and 
potential  grossing  power,  the  organization  has 
had  in  a  long  time."  —Daily  Variety 

"Completely  fulfills  the  novel's  extravagant  enter- 
tainment promises.  A  powerful  offering  with  a 
special  appeal  to  the  women  trade."  —Boxoffice 

"A  remarkable  transformation  of  a  great  book  into 


a  great  picture. 


// 


— Douglas  Churchill)  New  York  Times 


And  Chosen  as  The  Picture  of  the 
Month  by  Redbook  Magazine! 


..as  great  lines  from  ALL  the 
lines  at  your  box-office! 
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20%  "LETTY  LYNTON" 
AWARD  APPROVED 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  infringer  of  a  copyright  must 
pay  all  the  profits  made  by  such  in- 
fringement, the  high  court  ruled 
that  only  those  profits  which  can 
justly  be  attributed  to  the  infringe- 
ment may  be  recovered,  and  held  that 
in  the  present  case,  M-G-M's  con- 
tribution of  stars,  directors,  public- 
ity, etc.,  was  a  greater  factor  in  the 
profits  than  the  infringed  work. 

Chief  Justice  Charles  Evans 
Hughes  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  which  was  unanimous.  Jus- 
tice McReynolds,  however,  did  not 
participated  in  the  case. 
Plaintiff's  Argument   "Untenable" 

Sheldon  and  Barnes'  argument  that 
there  can  be  no  apportionment  of 
profits  in  a  suit  for  copyright  in- 
fringement because  it  was.  forbidden 
both  by  statute  and  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  was  found  "to  be  un- 
tenable." Tljte  decision  pointed  out 
that  the  copyright  act  (Section  25B) 
provides  that  an  infringer  shall  be 
liable  for  "all  profits  which  the  in- 
fringer shall  have  made  from  such 
infringement."  The  high  court  in- 
terpreted this  section  to  mean,  "the 
purpose  is  thus  to  provide  just  com- 
pensation for  the  wrong,  not  to  im- 
pose a  penalty  by  giving  to  the  copy- 
right proprietor  profits  which  are 
not  attributable  to  the  infringement.'' 

The  fact  that  M-G-M  was  found 
guilty  of  deliberate  plagiarism,  can- 
not affect  the  apportionment  of 
profits  in  view  of  the  copyright  act, 
the  Court  held.  "But  we  perceive 
no  ground  for  saying  that  in  award- 
ing profits  to  the  copyright  pro- 
prietor as  a  means  of  compensa- 
tion, the  court  may  make  an  award 
of  profits  which  have  been  shown 
not  to  be  due  to  the  infringement. 
That  would  be,  not  to  do  equity 
but  to  inflict  an  unauthorized  pen- 
alty." 

The  decision  indicated  however, 
that  if  profits  cannot  be  divided  then 
the  wrongdoer  must  suffer  the  loss 
of  all  the  profits.  The  Court  found, 
however,  in  the  present  case  that 
the  profits  could  be  and  were  divided 
by  mathematical  formula. 

Passing  to  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  method  of  apportion- 
ment adopted  by  the  lower  court 
had  been  a  fair  one,  the  Supreme 
Court  found  the  controlling  fact  in 
the  determination  of  the  apportion- 
ment was  that  the  profits  had  been 
derived,  not  from  the  mere  perform- 
ance of  a  copyrighted  play,  but  from 
the  exhibition  of  a  motion  picture 
which  had  its  distinctive  profit-mak- 
ing features,  apart  from  the  use  of 
any  infringing  material,  by  reason 
of  the  expert  and  creative  operations 
involved  in  its  production  and  direc- 
tion. 

Stars,   Major  Drawing   Power 

"The  testimony  showed  quite 
clearly  that  in  the  creation  of 
profits  from  the  exhibition  of  a  mo- 
tion picture,  the  talent  and  popular- 
ity of  the  'motion  picture  stars'  gen- 
erally constitutes  the  main  drawing 


with  PHIL  M.  OALYi 


T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     KIDDIES hark    to    an    Easter   story! It's   T>out    a 

wise  ole  rabbit  in  the  burrow  of  Brooklyn by  the  name  of  Br'er  Joe 

Lee Now  Br'er  Joe  lives  very  close  indeed  to  the  "pool" which 

is  part   of   the   picture-esque  property   of  Farmer   Si  Fabian Well. 

Eastertide  came  along  and  Br'er  Joe  decided,  as  usual,  that  a  promo- 
tional rabbit  should  use  his  head  for  more'n  just  diggin' There  was 

the  more  important  duty  of  making  the  Fabian-operated  houses  prosper 

So  Br'er  Joe  soft-pedaled  the  ad  campaigns  for  the  Brooklyn  Fox 

and  Brooklyn  Strand until  the  hilarity  of  the  Easter  week-end  was 

over and  then  came   out  with   smash   copy   which  dominated  the 

local  newspapers after  the  opposition  had  used  up  the  bulk  of  its 

ammunition selling  a  public  already  o'er-taxing  filum  houses 

If  you  wanna  see  how  Br'er  Joe  went  to  town  with  his  strategic,  biz- 
sustaining  plan just  lamp  the  Brooklyn  section  of  yes'day's  Daily 

Nooze It's  a  bit  early  for  anything  but  hot-house  orchids so  a 

bouquet  of  Easter  iceberg  lettuce  for  Br'er  Joe 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     JUST  a  week  ago  today this  colyum  averred  that 

there's  only  one  thing  wrong  with  the  movie  time   clocks 

which  N.  Y.  dailies  run  on  their  amusement  pages presum- 
ably as  a  service  to  pix  theaters  and  their  patrons Whafs 

wrong,  we  pointed  out,  is  the  failure  of  the  movie  clocks  to  in- 
dicate which  features  start  when in  the  instance  of  houses 

with   double    bills Giving   just   feature   starting    times 

adds  to  rather  than  subtracts  from the  number  of  phone  calls 

the  theater  must  answer  every  24  hours Well,  it's  encouragin' 

to  see  that  one  local  newspaper,  The  New  York  Enquirer,  lost  no 

time  gettin'  on  the   bandwaggon  for  this  sane   "reform" 

which'll  help  pix  houses  and  patrons  alike When,  Oh,  when'll 

the  others  start? 


power  of  the  picture,  and  that  this 
is  especially  true  where  the  title  of 
the  picture  is  not  identified  with 
any  well-known  play  or  novel. 

"Here,  it  appeared  that  the  pic- 
ture did  not  bear  the  title  of  the 
coiDyrighted  play  and  that  it  was 
not  presented  or  advertised  as  hav- 
ing any  connection  whatever  with 
the  play.  It  was  also  shown  that 
the  picture  had  been  'sold,'  that  is, 
licensed  to  almost  all  the  exhibitors 
as  identified  simply  with  the  name 
of  a  popular  motion  picture  actress 
before  even  the  title  Letty  Lynton 
was  used.  In  addition  to  the  draw- 
ing power  of  the  'motion  picture 
stars'  other  factors  in  creating  the 
profits  were  found  in  the  artistic 
conception  and  in  the  expert  super- 
vision and  direction  of  the  various 
processes  which  made  possible  the 
composite  result  with  its  attractive- 
ness to  the  public." 

Expert    Witnesses    Approved 

The  action  of  the  lower  court 
hearing  expert  witnesses  to  decide 
how  much  the  play  contributed  to 
the  profits  was  in  accordance  with 
principles  of  equity  and  justice, 
Chief  Justice  Hughes  declared.  "Nor 
is  there  any  basis  for  attack,  and 
we  do  not  understand  that  any  at- 
tack is  made,  upon  the  qualification 


of  the  experts.  By  virtue  of  an  ex- 
tensive experience,  they  had  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  all  pertinent 
facts  relating  to  the  production  and 
exhibition  of  motion  pictures.  Nor 
can  we  say  that  the  testimony  af- 
forded no  basis  for  a  finding.  What 
is  required  is  not  mathematical  ex- 
actness but  only  a  reasonable  ap- 
proximation. That,  after  all,  is  a 
matter  of  judgment  and  the  testi- 
mony of  those  who  are  informed 
by  observation  and  experience  may 
be  not  only  helpful  but,  as  we  have 
said,  may  be  indispensable.  Equity 
is  concerned  with  making  a  fair  ap- 
portionment so  that  neither  party 
will  have  what  justly  belongs  to  the 
other.  Confronted  with  the  mani- 
fest injustice  of  giving  to  petition- 
ers all  the  profits  made  by  the  mo- 
tion picture,  the  court  in  making  an 
apportionment  was  entitled  to  avail 
itself  of  the  experience  of  those  best 
qualified  to  form  a  judgment  in  the 
particular  field  of  inquiry  and  come 
to  its  conclusion  aided  by  their  tes- 
timony." 

Deductions  of  $922,141.09  allowed 
in  the  computation  of  net  profits  has 
been  determined  by  the  lower  court 
to  be  correct  and  there  is  no  ground 
for  disturbing  that  conclusion,  the 
court  ruled. 


«REVI6UJS» 


'Rebecca' 


with  Laurence  Olivier  and  Joan  Fontaine 

UA-Selznick  127  Mins 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

BRILLIANT  PICTURE  WITH  SPECIAL 
APPEAL  TO  FEMMES  CREATE  t(NEW 
STAR:  SHOULD  PROVE  B.O.  HON.  . 

Here  is  a  picture  that  has  the  mark  of 
quality  in  every  department — production,  di- 
rection, acting,  writing  and  photography — 
and  should  have  special  appeal  to  femme 
fans.  It  creates  a  new  star  in  Joan  Fon- 
taine, who  does  fine  work  in  a  difficult  role, 
while  Laurence  Olivier  is  splendid.  Judith 
Anderson  is  outstanding  in  an  important 
part,  and  George  Sanders,  Reginald  Denny, 
Nigel  Bruce,  Gladys  Cooper,  Florence  Bates, 
C.  Aubrey  Smith,  Melville  Cooper,  Lums- 
den  Hare,  Leonard  Carey  and  Philip  Winter 
are  others  who  give  excellent  performances. 
Alfred  Hitchcock's  direction  is  of  the  best, 
creating  interest  early  and  holding  it  until 
the  end.  He  guided  the  tender  and  drama- 
tic scenes  with  equal  skill.  David  0.  Selz- 
nick  provided  unusually  good  production 
values.  Daphne  du  Maurier's  famous  book 
was  closely  scenarized  by  Robert  E.  Sher- 
wood and  Joan  Harrison  and  adapted  by 
Philip  MacDonald  and  Michael  Hogan. 
George  Barnes'  photography  takes  high  rank. 
Olivier,  in  Monte  Carlo  to  forget  the  death 
of  his  wife,  meets  Joan  Fontaine,  a  paid  com- 
panion of  Florence  Bates,  a  socialite.  Joan 
falls  in  love  with  Olivier  and  happily  assents 
when  he  asks  her  to  become  his  wife.  He 
takes  her  to  his  grand  and  impressive  estate, 
Manderley,  in  England.  There,  the  be- 
wildered bride  is  constantly  reminded  by 
Judith  Anderson,  the  housekeeper,  of  the 
great  beauty  and  elegance  of  Olivier's  first 
wife.  Judith  has  always  worshipped  the  first 
wife  and  resents  Joan.  Joan  is  told  that 
Rebecca,  the  first  wife,  had  drowned  at  sea 
and  that  her  body  had  been  recovered.  One 
night,  shortly  after  Joan's  arrival  at  Man- 
derley, which  faces  the  sea,  a  ship  is 
wrecked  and  a  submerged  boat  found.  In 
the  submerged  craft  is  found  the  body  of 
Rebecca.  Olivier  tells  Joan  of  his  unhappy 
life  with  Rebecca,  who  four  days  after  their 
marriage,  told  him  of  her  infidelities.  For 
appearances'  sake  their  marriage  continued, 
with  Rebecca  playing  the  grand  lady  and 
social  leader.  When  she  told  him  she  was 
to  become  a  mother,  but  that  he  was  not 
the  father,  his  anger  caused  him  to  strike. 
She  fell,  hitting  a  ship's  tackle.  Olivier 
placed  her  body  in  the  boat  and  caused  it  to 
sink.  When  a  new  inquest  is  held  things 
look  dark  for  Olivier,  but  Rebecca's  London 
doctor,  Leo  G.  Carroll,  informs  the  authori- 
ties she  was  dying  of  cancer  and  intimated 
she  did  not  care  to  live. 

CAST:  Laurence  Olivier,  Joan  Fontaine, 
George  Sanders,  Judith  Anderson,  Nigel 
Bruce,  Reginald  Denny,  C.  Aubrey  Smith, 
Gladys  Cooper,  Florence  Bates,  Melville 
Cooper,  Leo  G.  Carroll,  Leonard  Carey, 
Lumsden  Hare,  Edward  Fielding,  Philip  Win- 
ter, Forrester  Harvey. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  David  O.  Selznick; 
Director,  Alfred  Hitchcock;  Author,  Daphne 
du  Maurier;  Screenplay,  Robert  E.  Sherwood 
and  Joan  Harrison;  Adaptation  by  Philip 
MacDonald  and  Michael  Hogan;  Cameraman, 
George  Barnes;  Special  Effects,  Jack  Cos- 
grove;  Music,  Franz  Waxman;  Associate, 
Lou  Forbes;  Art  Director,  Lyle  Wheeler; 
Editor,  Hal  C.  Kern. 

DIRECTION,  The  Best.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Outstanding. 
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$1,234,523  RKO  NET 
REPORTED  FOR  1939 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
charges,  but  before  the  accrual  of 
^•interest  in  the  amount  of  $269,- 
^215.3f_^i  indebtedness  to  RKO.  This 
compass  with  net  profit  for  1938  of 
ifl,204,293.86  after  all  charges,  but 
before  accrual  of  intei-est  in  the  sum 
of  $307,519.61  on  indebtedness  to 
RKO. 

■i  Attendance  Up,  Admish.  Down 
;  The  report  stated  that  theater  at- 
tendance during  1939  was  somewhat 
'better  than  in  1938,  but  average  ad- 
mission price  declined  slightly.  Op- 
erating expenses  increased,  but  not 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  in  op- 
'arating  income.  As  a  result  of  re- 
duction in  funded  debt,  and  for  other 
Reasons,  fixed  charges  declined  sub- 
stantially. The  net  result  indicated 
n  the  foregoing  figures  are  not  in- 
dicative of  the  actual  operating  re- 
sults, because,  in  1939  a  non-recur- 
ring item  of  $400,000  was  charged 
to  operation  in  the  settlement  of  a 
lease  obligation. 

RKO  Radio  Lost  $545,126 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  sub- 
sidiaries, classified  as  motion  pic- 
ture producing  and  distributing  com- 
panies, for  the  year  1939  sustained 
a  net  loss  of  $545,126.03,  before  the 
iccrual  of  interest  in  amount  of  $1.- 
386,316.50  on  indebtedness  to  RKO. 
unaudited,  against  net  loss  in  1938 
of  $189,474.10,  before  the  accrual  of 
interest  in  sum  of  $1,058,079.88  on 
indebtedness  to  RKO. 
!  Operations  in  1939,  the  report  de- 
clared, were  seriously  affected  by  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  Europe,  limited 
?xhibition,  restrictions  on  transfer 
of  funds,  and  declined  in  foreign  ex- 
Change.  These  necessitated  revision 
of  amortization  schedules  of  motion 
oictures,  which  resulted  in  an  ex- 
traordinary write-off  on  Dec.  31,  of 
5392,777.58.  In  addition,  decline  in 
exchange  rates  in  1939  also  resulted 
n  book  loss,  principally  in  connec- 
tion with  revision  of  values  of  net 
current  assets  of  foreign  subsidiaries 
lot  consolidated,  which  exceeded  the 
oss  from  similar  sources  in  1938  by 
tpproximately  $116,000. 

$97,292  Pathe  News  Net 
In  1939,  Pathe  News,  Inc..  showed 
t  net,  after  all  charges,  of  $97,- 
192.88,  unaudited,  compared  with  net 
if  $97,199.17  in  1938.  Accrual  of 
nterest  on  indebtedness  to  RKO 
.mounted  to  $13203.84.  in  1939. 
igainst  $14,430.05  in  1938. 

The  report  stated  that  further  dis- 
ribution  in  liquidation  of  $7,189 
?as  received  from  The  Van  Beuren 
'orp.  in  1939,  and  that  Seattle  Or- 
iheum  Co.,  indirect  subsidiary  of 
tKO,  was  still  in  bankruptcy  on 
)ec.  31,   1939. 

$24,973,374  In  RKO  Claims 
Claims  filed  against  RKO,  the  re- 
ort  added,  aggregated  $55,512,- 
50.18.  This  amount  was  reduced 
y  the  sum  of  $30,538,875.36,  leaving 
laims  in  the  amount  of  $24,973,- 
74.82    participating   in    the    plan    of 


Chi.  Triples  and  Duals  Costing  2  Million 

Admissions  Weekly,  Asserts  Essaness  Exec. 

Chicago — Prevalency  of  triple  and  double  features  in  this  city  is  costing  local  the- 
aters a  total  of  2,000,000  admissions  weekly,  it  is  estimated  by  Eddie  Silverman, 
Essaness  managing  director. 

The  overly  long  shows  are  keeping  tens  of  thousands  away  from  the  box  office, 
Silverman  holds,  and  he  warns  that  unless  programs  are  streamlined,  greater  loss  in 
patronage  can  be  expected  as  night  baseball  and  other  sports  cut  in  with  the  advent 
of  better  weather. 


MONO.  BRANCH  HEADS 
VOTE  ON  NEW  LINEUP 


Loew-Lewin  to  Produce 

First  on  Universal  Lot 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

"IPs"  German  street  sets,  construct- 
ed originally  for  "The  Road  Back," 
will  be  utilized  for  important  se- 
quences of  the  film.  This,  in  addi- 
tion to  other  facilities  available  at 
Universal,  was  partly  responsible 
for  the  special  leasing  arrangements. 

Loew's  former  producing  firm, 
David  L.  Loew  Productions,  made  its 
last  two  Joe  E.  Brown  pictures  on 
the  Universal  lot  during  1938,  and 
the  new  leasing  deal  with  Loew  and 
Lewin  is  the  first  of  its  kind  made 
by   Universal   since   that   time. 

Actual  filming  of  "Flotsam"  is 
scheduled  to  start  early  in  July. 
Loew  and  Lewin,  with  their  office 
staffs,  will  establish  headquarters 
on   the    Universal   lot   this   week. 


Texan  Industry  Golfers 

Will  Play  at  Fort  Worth 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.— Fort  Worth 
theater  men  will  be  hosts  to  Texas 
theater  men  at  a  two-day  golf  tour- 
nament at  Colonial  Hills,  April  3-4. 
Invitations  have  been  sent  to  400, 
but  the  tournament  is  open  to  all 
theater  men  in  the   state. 

Besides  the  golf  tournament,  a 
stag  party  will  be  given  at  the 
Worth  Hotel  here,  April  3,  and  a 
banquet  will  be  held  April  4.  The 
latter  affair  will  be  open  to  the 
ladies.  R.  J.  O'Donnell,  general 
manager  for  Interstate  Circuit,  will 
be   banquet   toastmaster. 


Pasternak  Philly  Luncheon 
Draws  More  Than  100  Exhibs. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  the  local  Variety  Club.  Over 
100  exhibitors,  as  well  as  the  local 
press,  were  present.  On  the  dais 
were  Lou  Pollock.  "U"  Eastern  ad 
chief,  Jay  Emanuel,  Chief  Barker  of 
the  Variety  Club,  Mrs.  Edna  R.  Car- 
roll and  John  Clyde  Fisher,  members 
of  the  State  Board  of  Censors,  David 
Weshner,  Stanley- Warner,  George 
Schwartz,    "U"    branch   head. 

Pasternak,  in  a  brief  speech,  re- 
vealed that  he  had  come  to  the  U.  S. 
19  years  ago,  made  his  residence  here 
and  was  given  his  first  job  in  Phila- 
delphia by  a  Mr.  Guss,  who  was 
present  at  the  luncheon. 

In  the  audience  were  exhibitors 
from  all  parts  of  the  city  and  terri- 
tory, as  well  as  Hank  Linet.  "U" 
publicist  who  came  here  to  handle 
the   three-day   Pasternak  visit. 


16  Distribs.  Seek  U.  S.  Pix; 
Gov't  Will  Ask  Percentage 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

While  method  to  be  employed  in 
obtaining  bids  is  yet  to  be  deter- 
mined, deal  when  made  will  probably 
be  on  a  percentage  basis,  with  the 
Government  knocking  down  the 
rights  to  the  highest  bidder. 


SWPA  Meets  Today 

Annual  meeting  of  the  Song  Writ- 
ers Protective  Association  will  be 
held  this  afternoon  at  the  Hotel  As- 
tor.  Irving  Caesar,  president,  will 
preside. 

reorganization,  consisting  of  $12,- 
254,874.82  of  unsecured  allowed 
claims  and  $12,718,500  in  principal 
amount  of  secured  claims. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

that  there  would  be  little  change  in 
the  lineup  numerically.  For  1939- 
40  Monogram  announced  30  features 
and  16  westerns. 

Playdate  records  have  been  shat- 
tered for  the  five-week  period  end- 
ing next  Saturday,  Johnston  said. 
It  has  been  the  biggest  business  per- 
iod in  the  history  of  the  company, 
he  added. 

Johnston,  who  returned  last  week 
from  an  extended  stay  at  the  stu- 
dios, said  that  a  Tex  Ritter  and  a 
Jack  Randall  western  were  in  pro- 
duction and  that  "Tomboy"  was  in 
the  cutting  room.  Scott  Dunlap 
starts  production  April  1  on  a  Fran- 
kie  Darro  picture  and  on  the  Jack 
London  story,  "Queen  of  the  Yukon," 
April  15. 


Hickey  in  RKO  Midwest  Post 

Chicago — Robert  Hickey  is  func- 
tioning as  RKO's  midwestern  pub- 
licity director.  Jack  Haley  contin- 
ues handling  publicity  for  the  Pal- 
ace. 


All  Universal  Issues  Hit 
New  Highs;  Pfd.  Up  5  Points 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

at  108  on  the  Big  Board.  On  the 
Curb,  Universal  Pictures  common 
closed  at  13  as  against  the  old  high 
of  11%  while  Universal  Corp.'s  vtc 
closed  at  6%  as  against  6%. 


"The  DARK  COMMAND 
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DAILY: 


SEES  INDUSTRY  TOO 
COMPLEX  FOR  SPLIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

new  censorship  movement"  which  he 
charged  "parades  under  the  name  of 
'community  selection' — except  that 
self-appointed  censors,  not  the  com- 
munity, are  to  do  the  selecting." 
(Proponents  of  the  Neely  bill  have 
raised  the  "community  selection" 
banner). 

4.  By  inference,  placed  responsi- 
bility for  the  delay  in  effecting  "a 
complete  system  of  conciliation  and 
arbitration  in  the  industry"  upon  the 
Government,  asserting  that  action 
was  "now  stymied  by  the  same  un- 
certainty that  affects  other  indus- 
tries involved  in  legal  proceedings. 
No  industry  is  helped  by  the  pro- 
nouncement: Try  it — at  your  peril!" 

Hays'  unusually  frank  discussion 
of  the  industry  scene,  coming  at  a 
time  when  the  trade  was  rife  with 
reports  of  equity  suit  settlement 
moves — and  their  denials — here  and 
in  Washington  created  keen  inter- 
est and  spui-red  lively  speculation. 
"Divorcement"   Draws   Fire 

Discussing  self-regulation,  Hays 
told  his  directors:  "The  economic 
imperative  for  a  constantly  growing 
stream  of  better  pictures  in  the 
United  States  today  comes  from  the 
fact  that  there  exists  in  the  indus- 
try well-organized,  highly  experi- 
enced and  successful  companies  that 
produce,  distribute  and  exhibit  pic- 
tures in  a  limited  number  of  large 
and  successful  theaters  which  they 
direct  or  own.  The  fact  that  they 
can  avoid  a  double  loss — in  exhibi- 
tion as  well  as  production — only  by 
pictures  that  please  the  public  is  an 
incentive  for  substantial  investment, 
more  employment  and  greater  en- 
terprise in  the  industry,  depression 
or  no  depression.  Our  entertain- 
ment industry  is  too  complex  to  be 
increased,  like  the  amoeba,  by  the 
process    of   division." 

Newspaper  appreciation  of  indus- 
try problems  was  termed  gratifying 
by  Hays,  who  said  that  a  survey  of 
press  opinion  showed  comments  "5 
to  1  in  favor  of  the  industry  as 
against  the  position  taken  by  those 
factors  urging  shot-gun  legislation." 

Despite  the  war,  economic  uncer- 
tainty and  other  problems,  Hays 
pointed  to  the  industry's  marked  ad- 
vances in   production,   and   said: 

"The    Proper,    Courageous    Thing" 

"With  crumbling  foreign  markets 
on  one  flank  and  growing  domestic 
difficulties  on  the  other,  producers 
did  the  proper  and  courageous  thing 
— they  advanced  in  the  center,  mak- 
ing pictures  of  even  higher  artistic 
and  entertainment  appeal.  What- 
ever obstacles  may  still  arise — and 
no  world  industry  can  be  out  of  the 
woods  at  this  critical  period — this 
is  the  direction  in  which  they  can 
be  met  and  overcome.  There  is  no 
saturation  point  in  the  demand  for 
good  entertainment,  particularly  un- 
der the  tensions  of  the  present  day." 
As  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
Production  Code  Administration, 
Hays    cited   that    "during    the    past 


Detroit  Fox  Theater  Marhs  Happiness  Week. 
With  "The  Blue  Bird"  and  $4,000  in  Prizes 

Detroit — The  Fox  Theater  is  celebrating  the  Easter  season  with  "Happiness  Week," 
tieing  in  with  "The  Blue  Bird"  on  the  screen.  Total  of  125  prizes,  of  about  $4,000 
value,  ranging  from  a  Studebaker  Champion  down,  are  being  given  away,  for  guesses 
at   the   number   of   beans   in   a   huge   jar   in    the    lobby. 


Four  New  Features  Start  Expect  Claims  Against  RKO 

In    Hollywood   Studios  Will  Reach  $2,500,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

starring  George  O'Brien  with  Vir- 
ginia Vale  and  Dick  Hogan. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Rain  or 
Shine"  with  Virginia  Gilmore  and 
Joan   Davis. 

At  Warners:  "The  Life  of  Knute 
Rockne"  starring  Pat  O'Brien  with 
Ronald    Reagan   and    Gail    Patrick. 

Edward  Small:  "South  of  Pago 
Pago"  with  Jon  Hall,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  Frances  Farmer  and  Gene 
Lockhart. 


Trans-Lux  1939  Net  Hits 
$85,858,  Drop  of  $47,859 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

earned  in  1938,  equivalent  to  18% 
cents  per  share. 

The  report  discloses  the  company 
has  acquired  an  interest  in  Film 
Alliance  of  the  U.  S. 

Current  assets  as  of  Dec.  31,  were 
listed  as  amounting  to  $263,237.34 
with  current  liabilities  totaling  $48,- 
286.25.  These  figures  compare  with 
assets  of  $217,540  and  liabilities  of 
$89,556  at  the  end  of  the  preceding 
year. 


$2,362,331  Wage  Dividend 

for  30,934  at  Eastman 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  profit-sharing  plan,  to  about 
$45,650,000. 

The  1940  wage  dividend  was  com- 
puted for  individual  employes  on  a 
basis  of  $12.50  for  each  $1,000  they 
earned  in  the  five  years  from  1935 
through  1939.  Those  whose  service 
is  less  than  five  years  share  accord- 
ingly. 


Louie  Rosche  Stricken 

Dallas — Louie  Rosche,  manager  of 
the  Variety  Club,  died  suddenly. 


year  not  a  single  film  produced  un- 
der our  processes  of  self-regulation 
was  classified  as  'condemned'  in  the 
social  categories  of  even  the  strict- 
est" of  civic  groups  and  organiza- 
tions assaying  pictures. 

Present  at  the  meeting,  which 
lasted  just  short  of  an  hour,  were 
Barney  Balaban,  Nate  J.  Blumberg, 
Jack  Cohn,  Major  Frederick  L.  Her- 
ron,  Will  H.  Hays,  Earle  W.  Ham- 
mons,  T.  Kennedy  Stevenson,  Wil- 
liam C.  Michel,  Joseph  Hazen,  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  and  David  Bernstein. 
Absentees  were  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
Sidney  R.  Kent,  Harry  M.  Warner 
and  George  J.  Schaefer.  These  were 
represented  by  David  Bernstein, 
William  C.  Michel,  Joseph  Hazen 
and  Ned  E.  Depinet,  respectively. 

The  meeting,  which  was  described 
as  "routine,"  adjourned  to  April !  3 
when  the  new  board  of  directors  will 
be  named.  " 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  plan,  which  does  not  specify 
a  set  amount  for  services,  but  con- 
fines its  petition  to  an  allowance  of 
$875,037  for  expenses  during  the 
seven  years   of  Court  proceedings. 

The  Irving  Trust  Co.,  as  trustee  of 
RKO,  asked  for  $95,000  as  its  final 
compensation,  stating  that  it  pre- 
viously received  $295,000.  William 
J.  Donovan,  attorney  for  RKO,  asked 
for  $100,000  as  the  remaining  allow- 
ance, citing  in  his  petition  that  he 
has  received  a  total  of  $510,000  for 
services  both  to  the  trustee  and  the 
receiver.  In  a  separate  application, 
Donovan  requested  $85,000  additional 
compensation,  and  disbursements  of 
$3,659  for  representing  RKO  up  to 
the  present  in  the  government's  anti- 
trust suit.  Petition  of  Donovan 
states  that  he  has  not  received  any 
payment  for  representing  RKO  in 
the  suit. 

John  S.  Stover,  who  was  active  as 
attorney  for  Ernest  W.  Stirn,  holder 
of  RKO  class  A  stock,  requested 
$118,225  for  services  totaling  4,729 
hours,  according  to  the  petition.  The 
Stover  application  does  not  cover 
any  matter  affecting  Stirn's  claims 
on  Class  "A"  stock,  nor  does  it 
cover  appeals,  it  is  pointed  out.  Leh- 
man Bros.  Corp.  sought  $76,772  as 
expenses  in  the  form  of  payments 
made  to  Leo  Spitz  for  his  services. 
Application  was  also  filed  by  the 
City  Bank  &  Farmers  Trust  Co.  for 
a  total  of  $1,600  and  its  attorneys, 
Delafield,  Marsh.  Porter  and  Hope, 
applied   for   $1,900. 

Atlas,  after  listing  expenses  of 
$875,037,  stated  that  it  was  willing 
to  accept  payment  for  its  services 
inclusive  of  these  expenses  in  the 
form  of  either  cash  or  common  stock 
of  the  new  company.  It  set  no 
figure  upon  what  it  thought  would  be 
reasonable  compensation  for  services, 
but  referred  to  an  agreement  made 
with  RCA  in  Oct.  1935,  but  subse- 
quently cancelled,  in  which  Atlas 
was  supposed  to  receive  $745,000  for 
its  services.  The  petition  stated  that 
Atlas  felt  that  this  was  an  indica- 
tion of  the  amount  that  one  of  the 
largest  RKO  creditors  thought  would 
be  fair. 

The  petition,  however,  left  the 
question  entirely  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy.  The  Atlas  statement  of  what 
its  expenses  consisted  of  detailed 
payment  of  $300,000  to  Simpson, 
Thacher  &  Bartlett,  its  attorneys; 
$163,277  to  Rathvon  &  Co.,  Inc.; 
$106,250  to  W.  J.  Merrill;  $76,772 
to  Leo  Spitz;  $200,000  for  salaries 
and  overhead;  and  finally,  $28,736 
for  miscellaneous  expenses.  No  date 
has  been  fixed  as  yet  by  Judge 
Bondy  for  a  hearing  on  the  applica- 
tion. 


20-FOX  REPORTS  1939 
NET  OF  $4,146,813 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  comparison  to  net  income  for  the 
organization  in   1938  of  $2,617,653. 

With  regard  to  the  foreigr  itua- 
tion  as  it  affects  20th-Fox£  t(rexy 
Sidney  R.  Kent  said: 

"During  1939  in  most  of  the  im- 
portant countries  where  your  Cor- 
poration's pictures  are  exhibited  lit- 
tle difficulty  was  had  in  converting 
the  greater  part  of  foreign  net  reve- 
nues into  dollars.  However,  due  to 
the  outbreak  of  further  hostilities 
abroad  and  the  subsequent  estab- 
lishment of  more  stringent  cm-rency 
regulations  in  all  important  foreign 
countries  with  respect  to  the  trans- 
fer of  foreign  to  U.  S.  currency,  all 
current  assets  in  foreign  countries 
may  be  generally  regarded,  for  a 
substantial  part  thereof  at  least, 
as  not  available  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  for  use  in  the 
Corporation's  operations  in  the  U.  S. 
This  situation  is  becoming  increas- 
ingly burdensome  and  constitutes  a 
serious  problem  which  is  receiving 
the  constant  attention  of  the  direc- 
tors and  officers  of  the  Corporation." 

New  assets  of  the  company  in  for- 
eign countries,  both  parent  company 
and  subsidiaries,  was  set  at  $6,638,- 
197,  of  which  $3,737,757  represents 
the  company's  interest  in  Gaumont 
British. 

Total  dividends  of  $3,137,834  were 
listed  as  being  paid  during  the  year 
to  the  holders  of  the  outstanding 
926,214  shares  of  preferred  and  1,- 
741,991  shares  of  common.  Divi- 
dends of  $1.50  per  share  on  the  pre- 
ferred and  $1.00  were  paid  out  on 
the  stocks  during  the  year.  Com- 
pany's interest  in  National  Theaters 
;was  listed  at  42  per  cent. 


Committee  on  Chi.  Triples 

Chicago — Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois  Al- 
lied Prexy,  appointed  Jack  Rose  of 
the  Indiana-Illinois  circuit,  Van 
Nominkos,  Allied  vice-president,  and 
Verene  Langdon  a  committee  _  to 
work  out  a  solution  of  the  triple 
features  problem  here. 


George  Lorio  Expires 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — George  F.  Lo- 
rio, 54,  local  advertising  man  and 
member  of  the  Municipal  Motion 
Picture  Commission  for  five  years, 
is  dead  here.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,    and   two    daughters. 


Exhib.  Burns  to  Death 

Toronto — Overcome  by  gas  fumes 
in  his  home,  C.  T.  Ross,  43,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Royal  Theater,  Bow- 
manville,  was  burned  to  death  when 
his  cigar  dropped  on  the  lounge  and 
started  a  fire. 


Herb  Griffin  Recovers 

Herb  Griffin,  vice-president  of  In- 
ternational    Projector     Corp.,     who 
was  taken  sick  after  his  recent  re 
turn  from  the  Coast  is  back  again 
at  90  Gold  St. 
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TEN  CENTS 


75%  In  Wage  Jumps  Over  6-Year  Period  For  Local  306 

BRITISHQUOTA  FUTURE  MAY  BE  DETERMINED  TODAY 

No  Sales  Policy  Confabs  at  Hays  Office,  Says  Rodgers 


Government  Shifts  Attack  at 

Equity  Exam,  of  Metro 

Sales  Head 

In   a    sudden    shift   of   attack,   the 
j  Government  yesterday,  in  connection 
with    its    New    York    equity    action 
against  the  majors,  questioned  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Loew's  Inc.,  on  discussions 
]  held  at  the  offices  of  MPPDA  during 
i  meetings   of  sales   executives. 

Robert  L.  Wright,  Special  Assis- 
j  tant  Attorney  General,  sought  to 
,  obtain  an  admission  that  sales  heads 
j  had  discussed  the  selling  policies  of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


PCA  REJECTED  TWO 
FEATURES  IN  1939 


West   Coast   Bureau    of   THE    bILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
-  duction  Code  Administration  in  1939 
1  rejected  two  features  and  53  synop- 
'  ses,  treatments,  stories,  plays  and 
(  scripts  as  outside  or  not  conforming 
5  to   the    Code's   provisions. 

Twelve  features  rejected   in   orig- 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 

May  Postpone  State-Wide 
New  York  Allied  Meeting 


Allied  Convention  Set  for  June  19-21; 

Morrison  Hotel,  Chicago,  is  the  Place 

Chicago — National  Al t red's  annual  convention  will  be  held  here  in  June.  The 
Illinois  unit's  directors  yesterday  set  June  19-21  as  the  dates  and  the  Morrison 
Hotel    as    the    place.      A   convention    committee   will    start   work    on    plans    immediately. 


Consent  Decree  Reports   Premature  , 
Says  Head  of  Justice  Dept.  Division 


By  PRESCOTT  DENNETT 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Repoi'ts  current  to 
the  effect  that  the  D  of  J  has  al- 
ready drafted  a  tentative  consent 
decree  in  the  New  York  equity  suit 
were  described  as  "premature"  yes- 
terday by  A.  H.  Feller,  chief  of  the 
department's  consent  decree  division. 

Feller  told  The  Film  Daily  that 
his  division  is  not  working  on  a  con- 
sent decree,  and  whether  it  will  or 


not  depends  upon  the  result  of  dis- 
cussions going  on  from  time  to  time 
between  the  Department  and  the  in- 
dustry. 

As  has  been  long  understood,  in 
such  discussions  the  recommenda- 
tions drafted  by  the  Commerce  De- 
partment, following  parleys  with  in- 
dustry executives,  have  been  the  ba- 
sis for  negotiations. 

In    some   Justice   Department    cir- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Rising  Cost  of  Films  Federal  Court  Defers  Ruling 

Told  by  Joe  Pasternak  j       in  Nebraska  Ascap  Action 


21     English     Productions     by 

American  Companies  Under 

Consideration 

London  (By  Cable) — Whether  the 
quota  provisions  of  the  British 
Films  Act  are  to  apply  for  the 
quota  year  beginning  April  1  or 
whether  an  alternative  method  of 
meeting  the  quota  requirements  is 
to  be  made  effective  is  expected  to 
be  determined  at  a  conference  today 
attended  by  representatives  of  all 
American  companies  and  British  Gov- 
ernment officials. 

The  present  quota  year  ends  on 
March  31.  If  there  is  to  be  any 
change  in  the  Act,  Parliamentary 
action  will  be  required.  Parliament, 
now  recessed,  does  not  reconvene  un- 
til   late    next   month. 

It   was   generally  believed   yester- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

K-A-0  REPORTS  NET 
PROFIT  OF  $976,627 


State-wide  meeting  of  New  York 

'  Allied,    scheduled    for    May    22    in 

Syracuse,  may  be  postponed.    As  the 

Government  suit  and  hearings  on  the 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Pictures  . . .  Tell  Story 

Desire  of  hundreds  of  the  nation's 
leading  showmen  to  co-operate  in  put- 
ting over  Columbia's  "Montague  15th 
Anniversary  Campaign"  has  been  mani- 
fest in  an  unusual  and  remarkably  spon- 
taneous fashion.  Shortly  after  the  drive 
began,  circuit  and  indie  execs,  in  every 
section  of  the  U.  S.  voluntarily  posed 
for  photos  and  sent  them  as  tributes 
of  the  esteem  in  which  General  Sales 
Manager  A.  Montague  is  held.  To  date, 
individual  photos  of  exhibition  solons 
received  at  the  home  office  total  more 
than   500. 


Whether  the  Neely  Bill  passes  or 
not,  the  problem  of  making  money 
with  good  pictures  remains  the 
same  and,  in  view  of  present  con- 
ditions, •  exhibitors  should  exert  all 
their  efforts  to  get  the  maximum  re- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Omaha — Three-judge  Federal  Sta- 
tutory Court,  sitting  here,  deferred 
a  ruling  on  the  motion  by  the  State 
of  Nebraska  for  a  re-hearing  of  the 
action  which  resulted  in  a  perma- 
nent injunction  barring  enforcement 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


306  to  Get  Immediate  S%  Wage 
Increase  by  Major  Circuit  Agreement 


Pari-Mutuel  Passes  Senate; 
Assembly  Reports  It  Out 

Albany  —  Dunnigan  pari-mutuel 
betitng  bill  cleared  the  Senate  yes- 
terday, 32-14,  and  will  be  debated 
in  assembly,  probably  today.  De- 
spite Governor  Lehman's  message  to 
the  legislature,  the  bill  was  not 
amended     to     eliminate    points    the 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Ending  a  protracted  siege  of  ne- 
gotiations and  arbitration  between 
the  New  York  major  circuits  and 
Local  306,  projectionists  union,  wage 
increases  totaling  15  per  cent  over  a 
six  year  period  were  announced  yes- 
terday. Membership  of  the  union 
ratified  the  increases  at  a  meeting 
held  late  Monday  night  at  the  Man- 
hattan Center. 

An    immediate    increase    of    eight 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum  Corp.  and 
subsidiary  companies  yesterday  re- 
ported a'  net  profit  of  $976,627.13. 
after  all  charges,  for  the  year  ended 
Dec.  31,  1939.  At  the  same  time, 
B.  F.  Keith  Corp.  and  subsidiaries 
reported  a  net  of  $575,271.88,  after 
all  charges,  for  the  same  period. 

The  profit  of  K-A-0  was   equiva- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Assets  of  Grand  National 
To  Go  On  the  Block  Today 

The      oft-postponed      auction      of 
Grand     National's     film     assets     is 
!  scheduled    to    be    held    today    in   the 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


4-Day  GWTW  Runs 

"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  start 
four-day  engagements  in  smaller  towns 
of  the  nation  on  April  1.  For  the 
present,  four  days  constitute  the  mini- 
mum playing  time  in  those  situations. 
Same  terms  and  increased  admission  prices 
will    prevail. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
Low     Close     Chg. 
10         10      —     Vs 

71/2         7>2       

215/g      21%    +       l/8 
%         1  


High 
10 

71/2 

215/8 
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5H/2    1 

70       1 

121/2 
35¥4 
08 1/4  1 

71/4 


51  151       —     3/4 

68i/2  170      —  2 

121/2     121/z     

35%  351/2  —     y8 

08       108         

7i/8  71/4  +     Vs 


9 
11 

11/4 
"1/2 
23 
10       1 
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9  9—1/8 

107/8  11             

11/8  11/8       

111/2  H'/2       

227/s  23  +     1/4 

09  1091/2  +  IV2 

35/s  33/4     


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%) 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.  pfd... 

East.    Kodak    1 

do    pfd 1 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

do  pfd 1 

Paramount    

Paramount    1st    pfd.. 
Paramount   2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe    Film     

RKO    

20th  Century-Fox   . . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.   pfd 1 

Warner  Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.1 
Loew's  deb.  3Vis46..1 

Para.    B'way  3s55 

Para.    Picts.   6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 14s47     

RKO  6s41    

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor    15         15         15      —     Vs 

Trans-Lux VA       1 1/4       1 1/4  +     l/8 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...     63^       63/j       6%  —     Vs 

Universal    Picts 13         12i/2     12i/2  —     Vi 

N.  Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid     Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 

Fox   Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's   Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 


BOND 

021/4  1 
043A  1 


MARKET 

O21/4  IO21/4  —     34 

043/s    1043/g    —      l/2 


100  U.  S.  Universities  and 
Colleges  Have  Pix  Courses 

Motion  picture  courses  are  now 
installed  in  more  than  100  universi- 
ties and  colleges,  checkup  shows. 
Courses  stress  the  technical  develop- 
ments. Financing-  has  been  made 
possible  by  the  Rockefeller  Founda- 
tion and  similar  institutions. 


Educ.  Purposely  Permitted 
SEC  Registration  to  Lapse 

The  registration  statement  of  Ed- 
ucational Pictures,  Inc.,  was  allowed 
to  lapse  because  the  $5  par  value  pre- 
ferred stock  had  never  been  sold, 
E.  W.  Hammons,  president,  said  yes- 
terday in  commenting  on  the  Wash- 
ington report  that  the  SEC  had 
ordered  a  public  hearing  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  should  suspend  or 
withdraw  the  registration  statement 
for  failure  to  comply  with  certain 
sections  of  the  securities  exchange 
act. 

The  SEC  order  charges  that  Edu- 
cational failed  to  file  its  annual 
report  on  form  10-K  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  24,  1939.  Hammons 
explained  that  the  expense  of  filing 
the  report  and  the  fact  that  the 
stock  was  owned  by  the  corporation 
were  factors  in  permitting  the  regis- 
tration to  lapse. 


$500,000  Fox  Settlement 

Receives  Court  Sanction 


Camden — Settlement  of  $1,400,000 
in  claims  against  the  bankrupt  es- 
tate of  William  Fox,  for  $500,000 
has  been  approved  by  Judge  John 
Boyd  Avis  in  Federal  District  Court. 
Settlement  was  offered  by  All-Con- 
tinent Corp.,  Fox  family  holding 
company,  and  has  been  accepted  by 
Allen  B.  Endicott,  Jr.,  Federal  ref- 
eree in  bankruptcy. 

Judge  Avis  gave  creditors  90  days 
to  appeal,  providing  they  file  cash 
bonds  of  $50,000  and  indemnity 
bonds  fo  $100,000  to  guarantee  costs 
of  any  further  litigation. 


DuMont  Lab.  Would  Join 
as  Majestic  Underwriter 

Chicago — Allen  B.  Dumont  Labora- 
tories, Inc.,  Allied  International  and 
Automatic  Products  would  under- 
write the  $165,000  offering  to  present 
stockholders  of  Majestic  Radio  & 
Television  Corp.  in  a  plan  which 
has  been  submitted  to  Federal  Judge 
John  P.  Barnes.  Paramount  Pictures 
holds  50  per  cent  of  the  Dumont 
common. 


Columbia  Gives  Stahl 

Voice  on  Story,  Stars 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — A  voice  in  the  selection 
of  both  story  material  and  stars  is  a 
featur  of  the  contract  recently 
signed  by  John  Stahl  and  Columbia. 
Stahl  has  reported  to  Columbia  for 
his  first  picture-to-picture  venture 
after  10  years  with  Universal. 


U.  S.  Film  Exchange  Fire 
Damage  in  1939  Only  $100 

Fire  damage  in  American  film  ex- 
changes during  the  last  year  did  not 
exceed  $100.  There  were  only  two 
unimportant  exchange  blazes,  and 
in  both  instances  loss  was  not  more 
than   $50. 


Fair  Balks  at  AGVA  Clause 
in  Concessionaires'  Pacts 


Following  a  conference  this  week 
between  New  York  World's  Fair 
execs,  and  AGVA,  at  which  the  for- 
mer stated  that  the  Fair  could  not 
legally  instruct  all  concessionaires 
to  put  clauses  in  contracts  which 
would  stipulate  hiring  of  accredited 
AGVA  members  exclusively,  the 
union  instructed  all  its  licensed 
agents  to  refuse,  to  book  any  people 
into  the  Fair  pending  determination 
of  the  Fair's  position  legally  by  its 
lawyers. 

It  was  also  stated  yesterday  that 
following  a  meeting  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  New  York  presenta- 
tion houses,  it  was  indicated  that  an 
agreement  would  be  reached  within 
two  weeks.  Negotiations  with  the 
vaudeville  houses  are  also  progress- 
ing, it  was  said,  with  only  two 
points  left  to  be  straightened  out 
before  contracts  can  be  inked. 

Organizational  committee  has  been 
set  up  by  the  union  in  Pittsburgh. 


Leon  Bamberger  Nominated 
as  Ampa's  Next  President 

Leon  Bamberger  of  RKO  heads 
the  Ampa  slate  for  next  year  picked 
yesterday  by  the  nominating  com- 
mittee of  which  Rutgers  Neilson  is 
chairman.      Others  nominated  are: 

Vice-president,  Louis  Pollock  of 
Universal;  Secretary,  Kenneth  Clark 
of  the  Hays  office;  Treasurer,  Ed- 
ward Schreiber  of  Warners. 

On  the  Board  of  Directors,  the 
committee  has  named  the  four  of- 
ficers, Paul  N.  Lazarus,  Jr.,  the  in- 
cumbent president,  Martin  Starr, 
Eli  Sugarman,  Lou  Lifton  and  Paul 
Benjamin. 

Elections  will  be  held  in  two  weeks 
and,  according  to  the  Ampa  con- 
stitution, any  seven  members  may 
present  other  candidates  for  any  or 
all  offices  within  the  next  week. 


End  of  Chicago  Police 

Censor  Board  Is  Sought 

Chicago — The  Civil  Liberties  Com- 
mittee, headed  by  Ira  Latimer,  is 
starting  a  drive  to  end  the  Police 
Censor  Board.  Four  of  the  five  cen- 
sors are  women  and  they  have  been 
on  the  board  from  12  years  for  Cora 
C.  Doolittle,  to  25  years  for  Edith 
E.  Kerr.  William  A.  Foust,  the 
only  man  on  the  board,  has  served 
20  years. 


"Birth  of  Nation"  Decision 
Deferred  by  Chicago  Court 

Chicago — Judge  Donald  McKinley 
yesterday  deferred  decision  in  the 
action  brought  to  halt  exhibition  of 
"The  Birth  of  a  Nation"  at  the  Sono- 
tone theater  until  April  16. 

News  Cameraman  in  Book 

Howard  Winner,  Bob  Donahue,  Sr., 
and  Neil  Sullivan,  cameramen  of 
RKO  Pathe  News,  will  be  characters 
in  a  book  titled  "Men  Without  Fear," 
to  be  published  by  Lippincott  this 
Summer. 


cominG  mid  Gome 


BORIS  MORROS  is  here  from  the  Coast  for 
a  short  stay.  He  is  accompanied  by  ROBERT 
STILLMAN,    his    assistant. 

ROBERT  Z.  LEONARD,  Metro  producer,  leaves 
the  Coast  in  the  next  few  weeks  for  a  vaca- 
tion   here.  ,    ,  ' . 


Si 


t... 


ARTIE  SHAW  and  his  wife,  LANA\^i<NER, 
arrive   here   Friday   from   the  Coast. 

LINDA  DARNELL   is  stopping  at  the  Waldorf. 

LAWRENCE  LANGNER  returns  here  today 
from  a  vacation  in  Nassau. 

ARTHUR  SHIELDS  leaves  the  Coast  next 
month. 

THERESA  HELBURN  returns  to  New  York 
today. 

H.  A.  DeVRY  leaves  Chicago  today  for  Mexico 
City   to   establish   an   agency   for   DeVry   there. 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columbia's  assistant  sales 
manager,  has  returned  to  the  home  office,  fol- 
lowing  a   vacation   in   Florida. 

SALLY  GOLD,  Chicago  Metro  Exchange  cash- 
ier,  is  on   a   West   Indies  cruise. 


Cantor  to  Make  11  P.A.'s 
With  "40  Little  Mothers" 


Eleven  cities  comprise  the  tenta- 
tive route  of  Eddie  Cantor's  per- 
sonal appearances  with  "40  Little 
Mothers."  Cities  in  which  he  will 
make  one-day  appearances  include 
New  York,  New  Haven,  Boston, 
Providence,  Springfield,  Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh,  Indianapolis,  Memphis, 
New  Orleans  and  Atlanta. 


Zenith  Will  Press  Work 

on  Television  Equipment 

Chicago — -Zenith  will  press  experi- 
mental work  on  tele  equipment  with 
the  return  of  Com.  Eugene  F.  Mc- 
Donald from  Florida.  Company's 
experimental  tele  station  is  now  on 
the  air  two  and  a  half  hours  daily, 
five  days  a  week.  Telecasts  embrace 
a  30-minute  noon  time  program  and 
a  two-hour  evening  program. 


Censors  Taking  Heavy  Toll 
of  U.  S.  Newsreel  Negative 

Official  censors  in  belligerent  coun- 
tries have  taken  heavy  toll  in  news- 
reel  footage  of  American  companies, 
"thousands  of  feet  of  negative"  hav- 
ing been  confiscated,  according  to 
Will  H.  Hays'  annual  report. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their  birthdays: 

MARCH  27 

Gloria  Swanson 

Charles   Ross 

Andre  Beranger 


Wednesday,  March  27,  1940 


:;15%  SIX-YEAR  WAGE 
JUMP  FOR  LOCAL  306 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

per  cent  is  granted,  retroactive  to 
Sept.  1,  1939.  A  further  increase  of 
five  recent  goes  into  effect  on  Sept. 
1,  lE-^T  and  a  further  increase  of 
two  per  cent  becomes  effective  Sept. 
,1,1943.  Entire  contract  ends  Aug. 
31.  1945. 

This  arrangement  was  arrived  at 
between  the  committees  represent- 
ing- the  two  parties,  C.  C.  Moskowitz 
and  Major  L.  E.  Thompson,  for  the 
circuits,  and  Joseph  Basson  and 
Bert  Popkin,  for  the  union,  without 
a  decision  bv  the  fifth  arbitrator. 
Prof.  M.  J.  Handler,  of  Columbia 
University,  being  necessary.  An  ad- 
ditional week's  vacation  with  pay  is 
also  included  in  the  new  contract, 
giving  each  operator  two  weeks  with 
pay. 

Senate  to  Vote  This  Week 

on  Ticket  Resale  Bill 


Albany,  N.  Y. — Bill  limiting  the- 
ater ticket  resale  to  75  cents  above 
printed   admission   price  is   now   on 
| Hinal  passage  order  in  the  Senate  for 
? Paction  later  in  the  week.     It  passed 
\  ±e  Assembly  Feb.  12.     The  bill  is 
"avored    by    League    of    New    York 
Theaters. 


london  Booth  Amendment 
Placed  on  Senate  Calendar 


Albany — The  Condon  amendment 
o  the  general  business  law  relative 
o  construction  of  projection  booths 
s  now  on  the  Senate  calendar  for 
iction. 


Local  488  Renews  Pacts 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Agreements  be- 
ween  Local  488,  operators,  and  lo- 
al  theaters  have  been  renewed  for 
he   fiscal   year. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Boston  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
'inanski  have  announced  the  en- 
agement  of  their  daughter,  Ruth 
'inanski,  to  Milton  G.  Green.  The 
aughter  of  the  Paramount  partner 
'as  graduated  from  Choate  School 
l  1934  and  from  Radcliffe  College 
l  1938.  Green,  who  graduated  from 
iarvard  in  1936,  was  captain  there 
I  the  championship  track  team  that 
2at  Oxford  and  Cambridge  in  the 
nglish  matches.  He  is  the  holder 
'  a  number  of  hurdle  records. 


'est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Joan  Warner,  daugh- 
r  of  H.  B.  Warner,  film  actor,  an- 
mnced  that  she  and  Ned  Crawford, 
>n  of  Mayor  C.  C.  Crawford  of 
inta  Monica,  probably  would  be 
arried  some  time  in  August. 

Cincinnati — Selma   Herland,   M-G- 
,  has  resigned  to  become  the  bride 
Dr.   Abe  Levine. 


3t 
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•  •      •      FORMAL   launching   of   the    1940   campaign   of   the   Greater 

New  York  Fund will  take  place  next  Monday via  a  gigantic 

Town   Meeting   in   Madison    Sq.   Garden with    a   brilliant   array    of 

screen,    stage    and    radio    luminaries    on    tap plus    gobs    of    civic 

notables I.  Robert  Rubin  is  headin'  up  the  campaign's  Motion  Pic- 
ture Section  for  the  third  consecutive  year and  Spyros  Skouras   is 

leading  the  Entertainment  Section 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     YVP,  the  voice  of  the  people sounded  locally  this 

week when  800  gals  employed  in  Lamston's  "circuit"  of  five- 

and-dime  stores voted  Charles  Boyer  and  Loretta  Young  as 

the  actor  and   actress  nearest  their   hearts The   gals   voted, 

they  declared,  'cause  "they  are  sick  and  tired  of  reading  about  the 

screen  favorites  of  the  hoity-toity  boys  and  lasses of  Harvard, 

Princeton,  Bryn  Mawr  and  Radcliffe".  .  .     #   File  under  "sprightly 

sayings" what  Si  (Metro)  Seadler  penned  on  a  li'l  card  which 

accompanied  flowers  dispatched  to  Sam   (Metro)   Forgoston 

when  the  latter  became  a  daddy  t'other  day Mindful  of  Sam's 

title  in  the  h.o.  ad  department that  of  "production  man" 

Si  scribbled:   "Hope  ifs  your  hobby  from  now  on!".  .  .     •  Prexy 

Jimmy    Grainger    of    Republic declares    he    expects   several 

hundred  exhib.  execs,  to  attend  the  world  premiere  of  "Dark  Com- 
mand"  in  Lawrence,  Kansas,  on  April  4 Included  in  the 

group'll  be  Bob  (Interstate)  O'Donnell,  Elmer  (Fox  Midwest) 
Rhoden,  Harry  (St.  Louis  Amusement)  Arthur,  Harry  (Central 
States)    Warren,  and  Clarence    (Commonwealth)    Schultz 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      IT    seems    that    the    Chicago    Daily    Tribune makes    it 

a   practice   to  classify   film  theater   display   copy   geographically 

Apparently  the  problem  became   too  complicated  when   the   Trib 

finally   reached    the    Teatro on    Sheridan    road for    the    house 

is   listed   under   the   sub-division "No   Man's   Land" Sorta    the 

same  problem  seems  to  have  confronted the  Columbus,  O.,  doctor 

who  filed   a  birth   certificate   the   other  day with   the   space 

reserved    for    the    father's    name eloquently    filled    in    with 

"Gone  With  the  Wind" 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     OUT  A  Chicago  comes  word  that  Advertising  Age 

the  National  Newspaper  of  Advertising has  launched  a  con- 
test with  $1,000  in  cash  prizes to  improve  relationships  twixt 

advertisers  and  consumers The  publication  is  convinced  that 

the  "consumer  movement"  and  public  skepticism  of  advertising 
constitute  the  major  problem  facing  advertising  and  business  dur- 
ing 1940 Competition  is  open  to  everyone in  or  out  of 

the  ad  field.  .  .  •  The  French  feature,  "The  Baker's  Wife,"  which 
is  wowing  local  pix  fans  for  the  fifth  successive  and  ultra-success- 
ful week  at  the  World  Theater should  cause  exhibs.  every- 
where to  make  careful  note  of  two  important  factors  attending  the 

run namely  that  the  attraction  is  not  only  bringing  out  the 

so-called  "carriage  trade" but  hosts  of  plain  folk  who  had 

never  thought  of  attending  a  French  feature  heretofore! 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  MORE  words  oi  wisdom  from  that  sage  Chi.  showman,  Char- 
ley (Warners)  Ryan: "Remember  always  that  while  Profit  makes  a 

showman it  takes  the  good  will  of  the  public  to  make  a  Profit" 


«      «       « 


»      »      & 


DAT6  BOOK 


March  28:     CFI     stockholders'     meeting. 

March    29:     Actors'    Equity    quarterly    meeting. 

March  30:  Theater  Owners  and  Managers  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Region,  Inc.,  conven- 
tion,  Denver. 

April  1 :  Philadelphia  Variety  Club  testimonial 
to    L.    J.    Chamberlain,    Warwick    Hotel. 

April  3:  Industry  Good  Will  Get-together,  Penn 
Hotel,    Altoona,    Pa. 

April  3-4:  Fort  Worth  industry  golf  tourna- 
ment,  Colonial  Hills. 


April  5:     Cleveland 
benefit  dance. 


Film      Exchange     Employes 


April  5:     Catholic   Actors   Guild   grand    ball    and 
entertainment,   the   Commodore. 

April   5-6:     Second  annual  Chicago  Visual  Educa- 
tion   Forum,    Morrison    Hotel. 


Lab.    Technicians,    dance, 


April    6:     Local     702, 
Hotel    Edison. 

April  7:  Pittsburgh  Variety  Club  Movie  Cos- 
tume   Ball. 

April  8:  Greater  Detroit  Motion  Picture  Coun- 
cil   luncheon,    Detroit   A.C. 

April  9:     Boston   Friars  Club  elections. 

April  12:  Press  Photographer's  Association 
dance  and  frolic,   Hotel  Astor. 

April  12-13:  20th  Century-Fox  sales  conven- 
tion,  Drake  Hotel,  Chicago. 

April  17:  Wilmington  Better  Films  Council  an- 
nual   luncheon. 

April    17:     Canadian   Picture   Pioneers  Club   rally, 

Toronto. 
April  18:     Will    Rogers    National    Theater   Week 

opens. 

April  21 :  AAAA  entertainment  and  ball,  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. 

April  22-25:  SMPE  Spring  convention.  Chal- 
fonte-Haddon    Hall    Hotel,    Atlantic    City. 

April  30:  Drama  Critics  Circle  award  annoLnce- 
ment. 

May  I:  Opening  game  in  the  N.  Y.  Motion 
Picture  Baseball  League,  George  Washing- 
ton  High   School    Stadium. 

May  8-10:  Pacific  Coast  Conference  convention, 
Los  Angeles. 

Breese's  Widow  Dies 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Mrs.  Harriet  Breese, 
widow  of  the  actor,  Edmund  Breese, 
died  here  Monday.  Funeral  services 
will  be  conducted  tomorrow  by  the 
Domino  Club  to  which  she  left  the 
direction  of  her  affairs.  She  left 
no  survivors. 


2nd  Week  for  "Path" 

"Primrose  Path"  will  be  held  for 
a  second  week  at  the  Roxy,  starting 
Friday.  Key  city  bookings  in  more 
than  100  situations  will  follow  over 
the  week-end  and  in  early  April. 


Center  Holds  "Pinocchio" 

RKO's  "Pinocchio"  will  hold  over 
for  at  least  five  days  beyond  its 
seventh  week  at  the  Center. 


STORKS! 


Chicago — Will  DeVry,  DeVry  ex- 
ecutive, is  the  father  of  a  seven 
pound  girl,  born  in  Augustana  hos- 
pital. 


Akron,  0. — A  boy,  their  first  child, 
was  born  to  John  LaDue,  manager 
of  Warners'  Strand  Theater,  and 
Mrs.    LaDue. 


_..__. 
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MAY  DETERMINE  BRIT. 
QUOTA  FUTURE  TODAY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

day  that  the  quota  will  remain  sta- 
tus quo  for  the  next  six  months 
without  any  radical  revision  unless 
it  is  in  the  case  of  quota  production 
by  U.  S.  companies.  Easing'  of  this 
provision  is  expected,  with  several 
alternatives   already   proposed. 

Latest  suggestion  to  cover  U.  S. 
quota  needs  is  that  the  American 
companies  produce  21  pictures  here 
during-  the  1940-41  quota  year,  al- 
locating the  number  of  films  each 
will  produce  against  its  earnings. 
No  comments  were  hazarded  yester- 
day by  either  Government  or  trade 
representatives  who  will  attend  to- 
day's meeting  as  to  what  the  out- 
come might  be. 


'Continuing  Organization" 
Controls  U.  K.  Remittances 

Agreement  with  the  British  gov- 
ernment on  film  remittances  to  the 
U.  S.  has  "required  the  setting  up 
of  a  continuing-  organization,  so  that 
Lhere  might  be  the  most  scrupulous 
regard  for  and  control  of  all  ar- 
rangements," Will  Hays'  annual  re- 
port to  the  MPPDA  discloses. 

Reviewing  the  situation  abroad, 
Hays  says: 

"Duties  and  import  taxes  have 
been  raised  in  the  Argentine,  Aus- 
tralia, Bolivia  and  England.  Quota 
restrictions  have  been  increased  in 
Estonia,  the  Italian  African  Colony 
and  Japan.  New  quota  laws  have 
been  passed  in  Australia,  Brazil, 
Greece,  Mexico,  Spain  and  Switzer- 
land. New  interior  taxes  have  been 
adopted  in  Algeria,  the  Argentine, 
Brazil,  Canada,  Egypt,  England,  In- 
dia, Siam  and  Spain. 

"It  is  fortunate  that  our  Govern- 
ment has  recognized  the  importance 
of  our  films  not  only  as  a  part  of 
our  total  exports,  but  as  the  mes- 
sengers of  American  commerce 
everywhere.  As  a  result  of  the 
trade  agreements  concluded  by  the 
State  Department,  our  industry  has 
been  definitely  and  favorably  af- 
fected by  the  opportunities  to  nego- 
tiate against  exactions,  barriers  and 
restraints    in    certain    countries." 


Thelma  Prescott  to  Lecture 

First  of  a  series  of  lectures  on 
various  phases  of  television  produc- 
tion by  Thelma  A.  Prescott,  director- 
producer  of  shows  who  has  been 
with  NBC,  will  be  held  tomorrow 
night  at  the  Barbizon  Club  at  8:30 
p.m. 


Camera  Trap  Worhs 

Plymouth,  Mass. — An  ingenious  camera 
contrivance  set  up  to  photograph  any 
intruder  entering  the  manager's  office 
of  the  Old  Colony  Theater  through  a 
window  led  to  the  arrest  of  a  youth 
who,  Police  Chief  Russell  P.  Dearborn, 
said,  admitted  a  series  of  breaks.  After 
the  manager's  office  had  been  entered 
twice,  Raymond  Allard,  theater  operator, 
devised    the    trap. 


"Chips,"  "Dark  Victory"  and  "Great  Waltz" 

as  Triple  Program  Prove  Floppo  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Triple  feature  programs,  despite  the  increase  in  number  of  houses  using 
them  here,  are  showing  a  drop  in  b.o.  pulling  power,  according  to  Henry  Newell,  of 
Newell   and    F.etchin. 

Newell  cited  the  fact  that  the  firm's  1,600-seat  Howard,  North  Side  house,  with 
a  triple  program  including  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,"  "Dark  Victory"  and  "The  Great 
Waltz,"  had  an  attendance  next  to  the  record  low  for  the  21  years  the  theater  has 
been  operated. 

Latest    house    to    go    triples    is    the   Wilmette,    on    the    north    shore. 


COURT  DEFERS  RULING  RISING  FILM  COSTS 
IN  NEB.  ASCAP  ACTION    TOLD  BY  PASTERNAK 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  Nebraska  anti-Ascap  law. 

The  same  court  granted  the  orig- 
inal writ  because  "the  law's  terms 
are  so  drastic  and  penalties  so  great, 
the  complainants  have  no  means  of 
testing  its  validity."  The  court  at  that 
time  also  found  authors  and  com- 
posers had  no  practical  means  of 
enforcing  their  rights  prior  to  Ascap. 

William  Hotz,  special  prosecutor 
for  the  state  and  Herman  Finkel- 
stein  of  Ascap  counsel,  and  L.  J. 
Tepoel,  also  for  Ascap,  were  heard. 
Hotz  charged  that  the  previous  Fed- 
eral court  decision  voiding  the  Ascap 
law  was  in  error  and  that  there  was 
no  intention  as  the  Court  opined, 
that  the  State  sought  to  rob  copy- 
right owners  of  their  rights,  but 
merely  to  bust  the  monopolistic  con- 
duct of  the  music  business. 


D  of  J  Exec.  Calls  Consent 
Decree  Reports  'Premature' 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cles,  the  flat  assertion  is  made  that 
there  will  not  be  a  consent  decree 
until  after  the  trial,  scheduled  for 
New  York  on  May  1,  gets  under 
way,  if  indeed  one   materializes. 


Nazis  to  Supply  50%  of  Pix 
Under  New  Slovak  Monopoly 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — With  the  creation  of 
an  importing  and  distributing  mon- 
opoly authorized  by  the  Slovak  Par- 
liament, more  than  50  per  cent  of 
films  shown  in  Slovakia  will  be  of 
German  origin. 

Slovak  Government  owns  51  per 
cent  of  the  new  company,  Slovak 
banks,  40  per  cent  and  the  balance 
is  held  by  German  interests. 

Slovakia  formerly  paid  about 
$500,000  a  year  to  foreign  countries 
for  film  rentals. 

James  R.  Cowan  Expires 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    TILE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — James  R.  Cowan,  aged 
49,  general  manager  of  the  Leland 
Hayward  Agency,  died  here  yester- 
day of  heart  failure.  At  one  time 
he  was  general  manager  of  Para- 
mount's  Long  Island  Studios,  and 
had  been  short  subject  booker  for 
that  company.  He  came  to  the 
Coast  as  general  manager  for  Jesse 
L.  Lasky  Productions  and  was  also 
with  Walter  Wanger.  Funeral  ar- 
rangements have  not  been  set. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

turns  from  their  pictures.  This 
opinion  was  expressed  yesterday  by 
Joe  Pasternak,  Universal  producer, 
who  arrived  from  the  Coast  for  a 
week's  vacation  in  New  York. 

Production  expenses  have  soared, 
labor  costs  have  l'isen  and  the  mar- 
ket has  been  reduced  because  of  the 
war  in  Europe,  Pasternak  pointed 
out.  All  these  factors  have  com- 
bined to  make  production  a  more 
serious  problem.  Somebody  must 
pay  the  bill  and  Pasternak  indicated 
that  the  only  way  was  for  the  ex- 
hibitor to  do  greater  selling  of  his 
screen. 

Admitting  that  he  was  not  fa- 
miliar with  the  cause  and  possible 
effect  of  the  Neely  Bill,  Pasternak 
asserted  that  passage  of  the  meas- 
ure might  stymie  creative  work  in- 
asmuch as  producers  would  be  afraid 
to  try  something  new.  Result  might 
be  that  they  would  revert  to  for- 
mula, he  said. 


Atlas  Merger  Stay  Sought; 
C-W  Corp.  Explains  the  Plan 

Three  stockholders  of  Atlas  Corp., 
it  was  disclosed  yesterday,  filed 
papers  in  Supreme  Court  on  Monday 
asking  the  court  to  stay  consumma- 
tion of  the  proposed  merger  of  Atlas 
with  Curtiss-Wright  Corp.  The 
stockholders,  said  to  own  less  than 
one-tenth  of  one  per  cent  of  Atlas 
stock,  were  William  F.  Walsh,  Sayde 
F.  Baker  and  Isidor  Fischman. 


Coincident  with  the  filing  of  the 
petition  to  stay  consummation,  di- 
rectorate of  Curtiss-Wright  Corp. 
met  and  subsequently  announced,  in 
its  behalf  and  that  of  Atlas,  that 
the  new  preferred  stock  of  the  air- 
craft company  issuable  in  the  pro- 
posed merger  with  Atlas  would  be 
convertible  into  common  stock. 

Letters,  giving  more  detailed  pre- 
sentation of  the  plan,  will  go  for- 
ward to  stockholders  within  a  few 
days,  it  was  asserted  by  Guy  W. 
Vaughan,  Curtiss-Wright  president, 
but  a  stockholders'  meeting  will  not 
be  called  for  another  two  weeks. 


Roach  Pix  Big  In  Chi. 

Chicago— Bill  Hollander  of  B  &  K 
advises  that  Hal  Roach's  "Of  Mice 
and  Men"  broke  all  records  for  at- 
tendance and  receipts  in  the  first 
three  days  at  the  Apollo. 


DENIES  HAYS  OFFICE 
SALES  POLICY  TALKS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

their  companies  in  conferences  at 
the  Hays  Office.  Rodgers  denied 
this  and  stated  that  the  closest(  tffl&t 
hey  had  come  to  such  discussions 
was  when  they  considered  ways  of 
fighting  the  Neely  Bill  by  bringing 
i:o  the  attention  of  the  public  the 
disadvantages  of  that  measure. 

Later  in  the  examination,  Rodgers 
declared  that  he  made  no  inquiry 
as  to  the  terms  of  clearance  that 
other  companies  gave  to  Loew's  The- 
aters. When  asked  whether  there 
was  any  rule  of  his  company  which 
barred  him  from  inquiring  into  the 
:erms  that  other  distributors  granted 
to  Loew's,  he  said  "I  don't  know 
whether  there  is  any  rule,  but  per- 
sonally, I  would  think  it  is  rather 
presumptuous  for  me  to  ask  what 
Moskowitz  is  paying  for  other  pic- 
tures." 

At  another  point,  he  characterized 
an  inquiry  into  terms  of  other  com- 
panies as  "very  unethical"  and  de- 
clared that  if  he  learned  these 
terms  from  Loew's  Theaters,  it 
would  do  him  no  good.  Rodgers 
said  that  regardless  of  what 
other  producer-distributors  charged 
Loew's,  he  would  fix  rentals  on  M- 
G-M  pictures  independently.  His 
method  of  determining  the  rentals 
was  to  arrange  for  test  runs  of  his 
pictures  in  out-of-town  Loew's 
houses. 

All  licensing  contracts  are  sent 
to  the  New  York  office  for  approval 
regardless  of  their  size,  Rodgers  as- 
serted. He  conceded  that  he  had  been 
mistaken  in  certain  instances  in  fix- 
ing clearance  on  long-term  fran- 
chises. New  theaters  were  cropping- 
up  and  old  houses  were  changing 
their  policies  during  this  period,  and 
had  resulted  in  a  certain  amount  of 
hardship.  However,  he  continued,  he 
was  doing  his  best  to  correct  the 
situation. 

Rodgers  will  continue  to  testify 
today  and  will  be  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Para- 
mount's   sales  chief. 


Hinsdell  as  RKO  Coach 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Oliver  Hinsdell  has 
been  signed  to  a  long-term  contract 
to  coach  RKO  players.  In  addition 
he  will  produce  and  direct  plays  at 
the  RKO  Little  Theater  monthly  in 
which  the  younger  RKO  players  will 
be  used.  Harold  Halverston  will 
serve  as  his  assistant. 


Kreisler  Doubles 

Baltimore — B.  Bernard  Kreisler,  Uni- 
versal^ national  prize  winning  branch 
manager  at  Washington,  has  qualified 
as  a  film  carrier  as  well.  Kreisler, 
returning  from  his  three-week  studio 
stay,  flew  back  with  a  special  print 
of  "It's  a  Date"  which  had  its  South- 
eastern  premiere  at  Keith's   here   Easter. 
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"Forgotten  Girls" 

with    Louise    Piatt,    Donald   Woods,    Wynne 
Gibson,    Robert   Armstrong 

RepQ:  68  Mins. 

SOLIDLY  ENTERTAINING  ROMANTIC- 
MELLER  WHICH  SHOULD  SCORE  WITH 
ACTION  FANS. 

This  is  a  well-balanced  romantic  meller, 
strong  in  human  interest,  acting  and  ac- 
tion. Fundamentally  it  is  a  Cinderella 
story,  but  it  branches  out  logically  and 
swiftly  to  embrace  prison,  gangland,  and 
the  relentless  hunt  by  a  young  newspaper 
reporter  for  the  murderer  of  an  underworld 
character,  for  whose  crime  a  poor  factory- 
girl  is  tried  and  wrongfully  convicted.  The 
girl  role  is  played  splendidly  and  convincing- 
ly by  Louise  Piatt,  and  it  is  the  type  of 
characterization  which  will  appeal  heavily 
to  the  rank  and  file  of  film  patrons.  Few, 
indeed,  of  the  more  moderately-budgeted 
features  of  the  current  season  possess  so 
much  all-around  merit,  for  the  story  is 
close-knit,  the  cast  is  a  veteran  one  at 
interpreting  such  yarns,  and  Phil  Rosen's 
direction  is  firm  and  interesting.  Some  of 
the  more  exciting  highlights  are  the  enact- 
ment of  the  crime;  the  sequences  showing 
life  in  a  prison  for  women;  the  stark  plot 
of  gangland  to  collect  the  insurance  of 
the  condemned  girl  by  perpetrating  an  ex- 
plosion in  the  prison;  and  the  hand-to-hand 
battle  between  the  gang  leader  and  the 
newspaperman  on  the  balcony  of  a  hospital. 
Donald  Woods,  Wynne  Gibson,  Robert  Arm- 
strong, and  Eduardo  Ciannelli  turn  in  their 
usual  solid  performances  as  do  the  remain- 
ing members  of  the  cast. 

CAST:  Louise  Piatt,  Donald  Woods, 
Wynne  Gibson,  Robert  Armstrong,  Eduardo 
Ciannelli,  Jack  LaRue,  Barbara  Pepper, 
Charles  D.  Brown,  Sarah  Padden,  Ann  Bald- 
win. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Robert 
North;  Director,  Phila  Rosen;  Original 
Story,  Frank  McDonald;  Adaptation,  George 
Beck;  Screenplay,  Joseph  Moncure  March, 
F.  Hugh  Herbert;  Production  Manager,  Al 
Wilson;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Miller;  Super- 
vising Editor,  Murray  Seldeen;  Film  Edi- 
tor, Ernest  Nims;  Art  Director,  John  Victor 
Mackay;  Musical  Director,  Cy  Feuer;  Ward- 
robe, Adele  Palmer. 

DIRECTION,  Interesting.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Tip-Top. 


Warner  Bros.  Ad  Salesman 
Participate  in  Sears  Drive 

With  the  slogan  "An  Advertising 
Order  with  Every  Show,"  Warner  ad 
salesmen  will  take  part  in  the  annual 
Sears  Drive  Ad  Sales  Week  from 
March  31  to  April  6. 

Special  emphasis  will  be  placed  on 
the  new  line  of  Silk  Screen  Acces- 
sories in  the  drive,  held  during  the 
last  weeks  of  the  Sears  Drive,  and 
it  is  expected  that  ad  salesmen  will 
be  able  to  offer  a  more  complete  ad- 
vertising accessories  service  this 
year.  . 

Salesmen  and  bookers  in  all 
branches  are  co-operating  with  the 
ad  salesmen  to  push  accessories  sales 
on  features. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Climbing  the  Spirit's   Home" 

(Father  Hubbard) 

20th-Fox  10  mins. 

Adventure  At  Its  Best 

Latest  of  the  series  of  shorts  20th- 
Fox  is  releasing  that  deal  with  the 
scientific  explorations  of  Father 
Hubbard,  The  Glacier  Priest,  this  one 
is  highly  interesting  and  education- 
al. Photographed  by  Father  Hub- 
bard, the  reel  depicts  the  trip  of  the 
Jesuit  Priest  and  a  party  of  com- 
panions to  the  spot  where  a  huge 
glacier  originates.  The  journey  of 
the  party  over  the  ice  fields  is  fraught 
with  perils  and  excitement,  and  the 
information  disclosed  on  the  screen 
is  exceptionally  interesting.  Any 
audience  should  like  the  reel.  Com- 
mentary is  contributed  by  Lowell 
Thomas   and   Father  Hubbard. 


"Labor  Savers" 

(Lew  Lehr's  Dribble-Puss  Parade) 

20th-Fox  9  mins. 

Amusing  Short 

The  lunatic  fringe  of  the  scientific 
world  supplies  the  material  for  this 
new  Lehr  short.  The  material  used 
is  amusing  and  Lehr's  commentary 
is  funny.  He  also  gives  a  personal 
demonstration  of  his  own  labor  sav- 
ing devices  with  hilarious  results. 
The  crackpot  inventions  demon- 
strated by  some  of  equally  odd  citi- 
zens will  get  plenty  of  belly  laughs. 


"Much  Ado  About  Nothing" 

(Terry   Toon) 

20th-Fox  7   mins. 

Fair  Short 

Filmed  in  Technicolor,  this  car- 
toon depicts  the  difficulties  of  true 
love.  Reel  opens  with  an  idyllic 
scene  between  a  little  black  duck 
and  a  yellow  chick.  Trouble  starts 
when  the  chick  gets  in  a  pond  and 
blames  the  duck  for  it.  The  duck  is 
spanked  by  the  chick's  mother  and 
he  precipitates  a  barn  yard  feud 
when  his  family  seek  justice  for  the 
spanking.  Exerything  ends  well 
when  the  two  youngsters  settle  their 
quarrel. 


"Over  the  Seven  Seas" 

20th-Fox  10  mins. 

Fine   Sailing    Reel 

Comprised  of  material  taken  all 
over  the  world,  this  reel  shows  many 
types  of  sailing  craft  under  a  var- 
iety of  conditions.  Landlubbers  who 
don't  know  a  jib  from  a  jab  will  get 
just  as  much  of  a  kick  out  of  the 
reel  as  the  real  sailors.  The  photog- 
graphy  is  splendid,  with  some  of 
the  shots  masterpieces  of  composi- 
tion. Boats  seen  range  from  tiny 
sailing  skiffs  able  to  hold  only  one 
man,  to  square  rigged  jobs  carrying 
hundreds.  Ed.  Thorgersen  gives  an 
interesting  commentary. 


"For  Outdoors" 

(Fashion  Forecast) 

20th-Fox  10  mins. 

Fashion  Notes 

Glamorous  grals  and  eore'eous 
gowns  are  highlighted  in  this  Tech- 
nicolor reel.  Filmed  at  a  Florida 
estate,  styles  shown  are  a  forecast 
of  what  will  be  worn  in  smart  sum- 
mer resorts  for  all  occasions  during 
the  days  and  nights.  Luncheon 
set,  garden  party,  beach  wear  and 
evening  clothes  are  shown  in  the 
reel.  Commentary  is  provided  by 
Ilka  Chase,  and  it  is  bright  and  hu- 
morous. Reel  will  prove  of  particu- 
lar interest  to  women,  although  male 
audiences  will  be  just  as  interested 
in  the  models.  Vyvyan  Donner  di- 
rected. 


"All's  Well  That  Ends  Well" 

(Terry    Toon) 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Amusing    Cartoon 

The  liquidation  of  four  new  born 
kittens  goes  astray  when  the  black 
one  in  the  lot,  the  most  ingenious, 
jumps  on  their  basket  and  paddles 
it  to  shore.  However,  this  is  just 
the  start  of  his  troubles  as  he  has 
to  feed  the  other  kittens  as  well  as 
himself  Some  strategy  and  deter- 
mination finally  fix  things  up  and  a 
bullying  dog  becomes  his  ally. 


"Seattle,  Gateway  to  the 

Northwest" 

M-G-M  9   mins. 

Interesting  Travelogue 

This  short  should  prove  education- 
al and  interesting  for  audiences. 
Latest  of  the  Traveltalk  series  pro- 
duced by  James  A.  FitzPatrick  for 
Metro,  the  short  deals  with  one  of 
this  country's  great  western  cities. 
It  relates  the  history  of  Seattle  from 
the  time  it  was  a  town  of  1,000  in- 
habitants to  its  present  day  posi- 
tion as  a  great  metropolis  and  in- 
dustrial center.  Reel  shows  the  all- 
important  lumber  industry,  the  city's 
airport  and  numerous  other  points 
of  interest,  including  the  University 
of  Washington.  Short  is  enhanced  by 
the  use  of  Technicolor. 


"The  Big  Premiere" 

(Our  Gang  Comedy) 

M-G-M  10  mins. 

Amusing  Comedy 

Our  Gang  goes  into  the  business 
of  producing  movies  in  the  latest 
release  in  this  series.  An  amazing 
melange  of  well  known  stories  is 
rolled  up  into  one  by  the  kids  as  they 
start  to  work  on  their  picture.  Al- 
falfa manages  to  get  a  camera  and 
film  and  the  kids  go  to  work.  The 
night  of  the  big  premiere  the  kids 
and  their  friends  gather  in  a  barn 
with  the  kids  ready  to  speak  their 
lines  as  the  silent  film  unfolds  on  a 
bedsheet.  Hilarious  results  are  de- 
rived from  this  situation,  with  any- 
body sure  to  get  a  laugh  from  the 
proceedings. 


"Home  on  the  Range" 

M-G-M  9   mins. 

Cute  Cartoon 

Introducing  a  new  rabbit  char- 
acter and  a  cute  calf,  this  cartoon 
should  appeal  to  kids  particularly. 
The  difficulties  and  troubles  of  the 
two  characters  are  pleasingly  pre- 
sented in  the  reel.  Short  is  well 
conceived  and  the  continuity  is  good. 
The  calf  has  plenty  of  difficulties 
with  a  wolf  before  his  rabbit  friend 
brings  help  to  rescue  him.  Hugh 
Harman  was  the  producer. 


"A  Door  Will  Open" 

M-G-M  11  mins. 

Fine  Short 

An  interesting  short  in  every  re- 
spect, audiences  should  enjoy  "A 
Door  Will  Open."  It  tells  the  story 
of  a  struggling  young  pianist  who 
is  aided  in  his  fight  for  recognition 
by  a  landlady  who  lets  him  have  his 
room  without  paying  for  it  until  he 
is  able  to.  Her  life  is  lost  just  when 
he  makes  his  first  forward  step  and 
many  years  later  a  guiding  light 
directs  him  to  a  book  which  wins  a 
lawsuit  for  him  that  might  have 
ruined  his  career.  Portrayals  by  the 
cast  are  good,  with  Dalies  Frantz 
acting  the  part  of  the  musician. 
Delving  into  the  phenomena  of  di- 
vine intervention,  the  short  is  dif- 
ferent from  the  usual  run-of-the-mill 
subjects.  Carey  Wilscn  conceived 
and  produced  the  short. 


"Jack  Pot" 

(Crime  Does  Not  Pay) 

M-G-M  19   mins. 

Top  Notch  Short  Subject 

Driving  home  the  lesson  that  slot 
machines  help  to  provide  criminals 
with  money  to  work  their  nefarious 
rackets,  this  short  hits  hard  and 
shows  up  the  crooked  slot  machine 
racket  in  convincing  fashion.  The 
cast  portraying  the  characters  is 
good,  and  the  short  itself  is  first 
rate  in  every  respect.  Murder  and 
lawlessness  of  varied  description  are 
encompassed  in  the  film.  The  con- 
tinuity of  the  story  is  well  worked 
out  and  it  leads  up  to  a  smashing 
climax  with  the  interim  suspenseful 
and  filled  with  action.  Jack  Chertok 
and  Riehard  Goldstone  produced, 
with  Roy  Rowland  directing. 


"The  Domineering  Male" 

M-G-M  10  mins. 

Lots  of  Laughs 

With  the  country  busy  worrying 
about  third  terms,  the  war  in 
Europe,  unemployment  and  unusual 
weather,  Pete  Smith  comes  through 
with  a  hilarious  short  on  leap  year 
in  this  release.  The  script  was  pre- 
pared by  Johny  Hines  and  he  also 
directed  the  short.  Reel  shows  the 
dominance  of  the  male  from  early 
days  to  the  present,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  leap  year.  A  good  cast  con- 
tributes to  the  general  high  quality 
of  the  short  and  any  audience  will 
get  lots  of  laughs  from  the  girls 
angling  for  the  unwary  boy. 
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K-A-0  REPORTS  NET 
PROFIT  OF  $976,627 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lent  to  $15.18  per  share  on  the  64,- 
304  shares  of  7  per  cent  cumulative 
preferred  stock  now  outstanding. 
For  1938,  K-A-O's  net  was  $996,- 
995.90,  or  $15.50  per  share  on  the 
preferred. 

The  1938  net  of  B.  F.  Keith  Corp. 
was   $752,011.05. 

Theater  admissions  reported  by 
K-A-0  for  1939  were  $13,554,669.07, 
while  rents  and  other  operating  in- 
come totalled  $1,705,260.14.  Divi- 
dends received  on  investments,  in- 
cluding approximately  $15,000  not 
represented  by  current  year's  earn- 
ings, amounted  to  $222,078.50.  A 
total  of  $3,801,182.62  was  spent  for 
film  service. 


Pari-Mutuel  Passes  Senate; 
Assembly  Reports  It  Out 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Chief  Executive  considered  object- 
ionable. 

The  Assembly  Rules  Committee 
late  yesterday  reported  out  the  pari- 
mutuel  bill. 

In  a  separate  action,  the  Assem- 
bly passed  the  Penny  resolution  pro- 
viding for  a  study  of  pari-mutuels  to 
be  made  from  every  point  of  view 
during  the  first  year  of  its  opera- 
tion. 


Para.'s  "Singapore"  Tops 

"Union  Pacific"  in  Keys 

Paramount's  "Road  to  Singapore" 
has  been  accorded  outstanding  b.o. 
receipts  in  40  keys  and  in  each  has 
topped  biz  scored  by  "Union  Pa- 
cific," company's  ace  grosser,  reports 
to  the  home  office  reveal. 

"Road  to  Singapore"  has  topped 
"Union  Pacific"  receipts  in  New 
York,  Chicago,  Los  Angeles,  Kansas 
City,  Newark,  Paterson,  Jacksonville, 
St.  Peterburg,  Cedar  Rapids,  Daven- 
port, Des  Moines,  Little  Rock,  Hous- 
ton, Beaumont,  Wheeling,  Boston, 
New  Haven,  Hartford,  Memphis, 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth,  Peoria, 
South  Bend,  Toledo,  Detroit,  Milwau- 
kee, Oakland,  San  Diego,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Omaha,  Philadelphia,  Water- 
bury,  Louisville,  New  London,  South 
Norwalk,  Providence,  Lexington  and 
Stamford. 

Pix  will  stay  at  the  New  York 
Paramount  for  four  weeks,  starting 
its  third  week  today. 


School  As  Theater 

Homestead,  Fla. — J.  W.  English  Enter- 
prises. Inc.  has  secured  permission  from 
the  Board  of  Education  to  use  the  audi- 
torium for  the  High  School  for  films 
until  such  time  its  theater,  recently 
destroyed   by   fire,   can   be   rebuilt. 


Industry  Fortunate  in  its  Trade  Press, 

Declares  Will  H.  Hays,  in  Warm  Tribute 

Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy,  in  his  annual  report,  just  submitted,  pays  this 
tribute  to   the   industry's  own   press: 

"The  industry  is  fortunate  in  having  a  trade  press,  which  regularly  reaches  14  to 
15  thousand  exhibitors,  and  is  capable  of  carrying  the  industry's  message  direct  and 
acting  as  a  clearing  house  of  information  for  all  branches  of  production,  distribution 
and  exhibition." 


Passaic  Brewery  to  Give 
Way  to  $300,000  Theater 

Passaic,  N.  J. — Plans  for  construc- 
tion oi  a  $3ijO,000  theater  here  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Hygeia  Brewery  are 
announced  by  Abram  Preiskel.  The 
brewery,  a  Passaic  landmark,  will  be 
razed.  The  new  house,  to  be  known 
as  the  Central,  will  have  a  seating 
capacity  of  2,712.  Preiskel's  associ- 
ates are  John  E.  Ackerman  of  this 
city,  and  James  J.  Buckley  of  Allen- 
town,  Pa.,  president  and  vice-presi- 
dent, respectively,  of  the  Arrow  Car- 
rier Corp.  of  Paterson,  N.  J. 


Grimes  to  Open  in  Winona 

Winona,  W.  Va. — E.  W.  Grimes, 
formerly  with  the  Alpine  Circuit, 
will  open  a  new  theater  here  April  1. 


New  House  for  Lubbock 
Dallas — Corgan  &  Moore  has  de- 
signed plans  for  a  new  650-seat  the- 
ater   at    Lubbock    for    the    Lindsey 
Theaters,  Inc. 


To  Build  in  Coral  Gables 

Coral  Gables,  Fla.  —  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  has  announced 
through  W.  R.  Lynch,  general  man- 
ager, that  work  is  to  be  started  at 
once  on  a  1,200-seat  picture  house 
on  Ponce  de  Leon  Blvd. 


Pickus  Will  Remodel 

Stratford,  Conn.  —  Albert  Pickus, 
operator  of  the  Stratford  Theater, 
reports  he  is  having  plans  drawn 
for  remodeling  his  theater  with  the 
latest  type  of  floor  and  other  revi- 
sions, an  increase  in  seating  ca- 
pacity from  500  to  800. 


"Rebecca"  Running  Ahead, 
Assuring  Extended  Funs 

Record  business  on  "Rebecca"  is 
reported  from  all  sections  in  which 
the  picture  has  opened  and  extended 
and  indefinite  runs  are  in  prospect. 

In  Atlanta,  the  picture  has  been 
held  for  a  second  week  after  doing 
the  biggest  gross  in  four  days  of 
any  United  Artists  picture  to  play 
Loew's  Grand.  Picture  is  being  held 
for  second  weeks  in  Boston  and  St. 
Louis  and  will  go  three  to  four 
weeks  at  the  United  Artists  The- 
ater in  San  Francisco  where  the  first 
seven  days'  gross  was  180  per  cent 
of  average.  It  topped  all  other 
Selznick  pictures  at  the  Liberty, 
Seattle,  for  attendance  and  receipts. 

After  a  $2.20  premiere  at  the  Lin- 
coln, Miami  Bach,  "Rebecca"  is  now 
showing  at  both  the  Lincoln  and 
Surf  Theaters. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt  praised 
and  recommended  the  picture  in  her 
syndicated  column,  My  Day,  yester- 
day. 


Assets  of  Grand  National 
To  Go  On  the  Block  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

office  of  Peter  B.  Olney,  referee  in 
bankruptcy.  The  assets  include 
features  of  the  old  GN  company 
as  well  as  the  few  features  distrib- 
uted by  the  later  organization,  in 
addition  to  Educational  short  sub- 
jects which  were  turned  over  to 
GN. 

It  is  believed  by  some  that  two 
groups  may  pool  their  interests  in 
bidding  for  the  pictures.  One  group 
is  said  to  seek  the  product  for  for- 
eign distribution. 

Bert  Mayers,  attorney,  already 
bid  $16,000  over  and  above  current 
liens  in  behalf  of  certain  clients.  He 
deposited  a  $3,000  check  at  the  last 
meeting. 


Grand  National  Trustee  Will 
Seek  to  Recover  Pix  on  Coast 

Federal  Judge  Murray  Hulbert 
yesterday  signed  an  order  which  au- 
thorized Harry  G.  Fromberg,  trus- 
tee of  Grand  National  Pictures,  to 
institute  ancillary  proceedings  in 
California  to  recover  certain  films 
and  fixtures  located  there.  From- 
berg's  petition  stated  that  he  wished 
to  examine  Richard  J.  Pearl,  Harold 
Lewis  and  E.  H.  Allen,  the  latter 
vice-president  of  Educational  Stu- 
dios, Inc. 

Educational  had  made  claim  to  this 
property  which  Fromberg  believes 
belongs  to  Grand  National,  accord- 
ing to  the  petition,  and  the  examina- 
tion  will  determine  this  dispute. 


Film  Truckers  Battling 

Snow  in  Western   N'York 


Buffalo — After  a  night  of  uncer- 
tainty in  which  road  cleaning  crews 
gave  up  the  job  in  face  of  high 
winds  and  huge  drifts  film  truckers 
yesterday  again  battled  the  roads 
and  in  the  late  afternoon  reported 
everything  under  control  except  in 
Wyoming  County  (Warsaw,  Perry) 
where  high  winds  continued  to  pile 
up  drifts.  No  attempt  was  made  to 
get  into  that  district. 

Service  out  of  Ithaca,  including 
a  total  of  eight  towns  and  cities 
was  stopped  late  Monday  but  re- 
sumed yesterday.  A  film  salesman 
was  marooned  in  Caledonia,  getting 
away  shortly  after  noon. 

All  trucks  were  operating  late, 
as  much  as  three  hours,  finding  one- 
way traffic  on  virtually  all  Central 
and  Western  New  York  highways 
and  continuous  drifting  of  powdery 
snow  with  highway  crews  out  in 
force.  Virtually  all  passenger  traffic 
was  urged  to  wait  until  conditions 
improved. 


BOOK  REVIEWS 


CARTOON  PRODUCTION:  Film 
Guide's  Handbook.  By  Harold '^ur- 
ney.  96  pages.  Illustrated.  PuovJhed 
by  Film  Guide,  Hollywood,  Calif. 
Price  40  cents. 

Film  cartoon  fans  and  the  general 
public  interested  in  the  making  of 
cartoon  motion  pictures,  will  find 
full,  accurate  and  concise  information 
in  this  issue  of  Film  Guide  publica- 
tions. It  was  written  by  Harold  Tur- 
ney,  M.  A.,  chairman  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Drama  at  the  Los  Angeles 
City  College,  who  apparently  had 
free  access  to  the  Walt  Disney  stu- 
dios for  observation  and  study,  the 
methods  prevailing  at  the  Disney 
studio  being  fully  described. 

All  phases  of  cartoon  production 
are  dealt  with  from  story  selection 
and  development,  through  direction, 
animation,  recording  (of  music,  sound 
effects  and  dialogue),  photography 
(in  black-and-white  and  in  Techni- 
color), to  by-products  of  cartoons 
(commercial  tie-ups). 

A  short  history  of  cartoon  produc- 
tion gives  credit  to  the  three  Amer- 
ican pioneers  in  this  branch  of  mo- 
tion picture  production — Winsor  Mc- 
Cay,  John  Bray  and  Earl  Hurd.  A 
short  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  film 
career  of  Walt  Disney,  with  another 
concerning  other  contemporary  car- 
toon producers.  Text  is  accompanied 
by  marginal  sub-heads.  The  last  31 
pages  of  the  book  are  given  over  en- 
tirely to  illustrations  picturing  the 
various  phases  of  cartoon  produc- 
tion. The  paper-bound  volume  is  a 
handy  reference  bock  and  also  easy 
reading  for  those  who  wish  to  read 
rapidly,  gleaning  a  general  impres- 
sion of  the  subject. — L.  H.  M. 


Leonard  Palumbo  of  WB 
on  Met.  Golf  Honor  Roll 


Leonard  Palumbo  of  Warners' 
home  office  publicity  department  has 
been  named  on  the  Metropolitan  Golf 
Association  1940  Honor  Roll.  Pa- 
lumbo is  listed  in  the  four-stroke 
handicap  group,  and  takes  his  place 
on  the  list  among  a  field  of  62  out- 
standing golfers  in  the  Metropolitan 
area. 

Palumbo  in  past  years  has  been  a 
consistent  high  scorer  in  the  Annual 
Film  Daily  Golf  Tournament,  win- 
ning the  low  gross  awards  in  1937 
and  1939. 


Aping  the  «M  of  T" 

Brussels  (By  Air  Mail) — Fashioned  on 
the  March  of  Time  style,  Stanislau 
Doutremont  and  Charles  Van  Duyse  are 
producing  a  week  y  film  magazine  reel, 
under  the  title  "La  Belgique  Vivante." 
The  first  issue  depicts  the  life  of  the 
Scientist,  Camille  Heymans,  winner  of 
the  1939  Nobel  Prize.  Another  one 
will  be  a  biographical  sketch  of  the 
late    burgomaster   Adolphe   Max. 


UNRIVALED 
PERFORMANCE 


NO  wonder  cameramen  place  full  confi- 
dence in  Eastman's  three  negative  films. 
They  know  that  each  offers  specialized 
ability  to  meet  modern  production  de- 
mands. Even  more  important,  they  know 
that  every  foot  will  have  the  same  high 
quality,  the  same  unvarying  dependa- 
bility. Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
(J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort 
Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  all  difficult  shots 

RACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 


12 


<^« 


Wednesday,  March  27,  1940 


DAILY 


PGA  REJECTED  TWO 
FEATURES  IN  1939 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

inal  form  were  re-submitted  and 
approved  after  changes,  while  36 
synopses,  treatments,  stories,  plays 
and  scripts,  originally  vetoed,  were 
approved  after  alteration. 

Feature  pictures  in  1939  based 
on  oi'iginal  screen  stories  numbered 
329,  an  increase  of  13  over  the  prev- 
ious year;  34  pictures  during  this 
period  were  based  on  stage  plays, 
against  30  for  the  previous  year; 
pictures  made  from  biographical  sto- 
ries jumped  from  2  in  1938  to  17  in 
1939;  while  feature  films  based  on 
novels  took  a  drop,  140  such  fea- 
ture-length pictures  having  been 
made  in  1938,  and  127  in  1939. 

Average  cost  of  the  527  domestic 
features  in  1939  is  estimated  at 
about  $210,289,  a  decrease  from  last 
year  when  the  cost  of  the  average 
picture  was  approximately  $223,000. 


GE  Engineers  Lecture 

on  Fluorescent  Lighting 

Local  circuit  executives,  equip- 
ment company  representatives  and 
film  theater  architects  attended  a 
lecture  on  fluorescent  lighting  yes- 
terday in  the  auditorium  of  the  Gen- 
eral Electric  Building,  570  Lexing- 
ton Ave. 

C.  M.  Cutler,  and  his  associate,  H. 
J.  Chanon,  both  of  the  Nela  Park 
engineering  department  spoke,  the 
former  explaining  the  most  recent 
advances  and  applications  of  illum- 
inants,  and  the  latter  the  equipment 
developed  by  GE  for  this  field  of 
theater  lighting. 

Illumination  of  each  portion  of 
the  modern  film  house,  in  relation 
to  the  most  modern  standards,  was 
discussed  by  Cutler,  who  is  con- 
sultant to  executives  and  exhibitors 
at  the  New  York  World's  Fair,  and 
who  served  in  similar  capacities  with 
both  the  Cleveland  and  Chicago  ex- 
positions. He  placed  particular  em- 
phasis on  lighting  of  theater  fronts, 
lobbies,  foyers  and  auditoriums,  and 
explained  progress  to  date  in  the  ap- 
plication of  so-called  "black  light" 
which  is  near  ultra-violet  energy 
used  to  activate  fluorescent  materi- 
als. 

Fluorescent  carpet,  niche  decora- 
tions, wall  treatments  and  posters 
were  shown  to  the  audience.  Cut- 
ler also  showed,  and  explained  the 
use  of,  many  new  plastic  materials. 

The  demonstration  covered  refine- 
ments and  advances  effected  during 
the  past  18  months  by  GE's  re- 
search engineers. 


Pathe  Film  to  Pay  $1.75 

Board  of  directors  of  Pathe  Film 
Corp.  has  declared  a  regular  quar- 
terly dividend  of  $1.75  per  share  on 
the  $7  convertible  preferred  stock. 
Dividend  is  payable  April  1  to  stock- 
holders of  March  26  record. 


Lifting  of  Restrictions  on  MPPDA's 
Educational  Program  Urged  by  Hays 


Recommendation  that  the  restric- 
tions in  the  educational  program  of 
the  MPPDA  dictated  by  economy  be 
restored  "to  full  force"  when  con- 
ditions permit  has  been  made  to  the 
association's  board  by  Prexy  Will 
H.  Hays. 

Major  restrictions  upon  the  edu- 
cational program,  guided  by  former 
Gov.  Carl  E.  Milliken,  MPPDA  sec- 
retary, included  the  discontinuance 
of  the  important  monthly  publica- 
tions, "The  Motion  Picture  and  the 
Family"  and  "Selected  Motion  Pic- 
tures," extensively  used  by  teachers' 
ministers,  librarians  and  the  film 
chairmen  of  civic  clubs  and  welfare 
groups. 

Both  periodicals  reached  approxi- 
mately 20,000  key  people  throughout 
the  country,  and  exerted  a  wide  in- 
fluence. "Selected  Motion  Pictures" 
contained  preview  reports  on  both 
features  and  shorts  by  reviewing 
committees  of  national  organiza- 
tions, the  latter  being  used  for  ap- 
proved lists  published  in  as  many 
as  500  newspapers  and  as  the  basis 
for  radio  programs  over  a  maximum 
of  150  stations.  Research  estab- 
lished that  there  were  direct  bene- 


fits to  12,000  theaters  attracting 
family  audiences. 

"Motion  Picture  and  the  Family" 
was  of  essential  value  in  library  con- 
tact work,  among  other  things.  It 
contained  the  book  mark  texts  orig- 
inating with  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library.  Both  publications  were  used 
to  advantage  by  teachers  of  photo- 
play appreciation  courses  in  the  pub- 
lic   schools. 

Discussing  the  MPPDA's  educa- 
tional work,  Hays  in  his  annual  re- 
port says  pointedly,  "The  problem 
is  how  to  continue  to  increase  the 
number  of  cultured  and  thoughtful 
people  in  our  motion  picture  audi- 
ence. Not  all  segments  of  the  pop- 
ulation can  be  reached  by  the  same 
interest  appeal." 

There  are,  according  to  Hays,  26,- 
000,000  adults  in  the  U.  S.  who  are 
only  occasional  film  patrons.  Addi- 
tionally, he  stresses  that  there  are 
6,750,000  in  high  schools  and  22,- 
400,000  in  elementary-  schools,  and 
comments,  "Quite  apart  from  theater 
attendance  the  opinion  of  such  a 
group — almost  one-quarter  of  the 
population — will  constitute  the  fu- 
ture public  appraisal  of  motion  pic- 
tures." 


May  Postpone  State-Wide 
New  York  Allied  Meeting 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Neely  Bill  may  be  in  progress  at 
that  time,  and  move  launched  at  the 
meeting  is  likely  to  be  upset  or  af- 
fected by  either  action,  a  post- 
ponement until  later  in  the  Summer 
is  being  considered. 

It  had  been  planned  to  hold  a  tes- 
timonial dinner  in  honor  of  President 
Max  A.  Cohen  as  a  part  of  the  state 
meeting  activities. 


Cashier  Saves  Cash  Box 
of  the  Main  Street,  Buffalo 


Buffalo — Police  are  still  hunting 
a  lone  robber  who  tried  to  lift  the 
cash  box  of  the  20th  Century  Main 
Street  Theater  box  office.  A  nervy 
cashier,  Diana  Vlahoupolos,  struggled 
with  him  for  the  cash  box  and 
knocked  it  to  the  floor  of  her  cage. 
A  prospective  patron,  the  theater's 
doorman  and  the  assistant  manager 
pursued  the  man  for  three  blocks, 
but  he  disappeared  in  shopping 
crowd.  Manager  Richard  Kemper 
said  the  man  got  a  few  small  bills. 


Parole  Board  Exec.  Threatens 
Arrests  for  Misleading  Ads. 


Buffalo — Major  Frank  I.  Hanscom, 
executive  officer  State  Parole  Board, 
said  yesterday  that  any  efforts  to  ex- 
ploit motion  pictures  by  means  of 
ads  that  hit  the  State's  system  would 
mean  more  arrests.  He  was  com- 
menting on  the  use  by  a  Cortland 
theater  manager  of  "Personals"  in 
the  classified  columns  of  a  news- 
paper in  the  publicizing  of  a  picture 
on  prison  life.  The  manager,  ar- 
rested after  a  conference  with  Cort- 
land County  authorities,  pleaded  in- 
nocent. 

Hanscom  charged  the  advertise- 
ments were  untrue,  deceptive  and 
misleading  misrepresenting  the  facts 
on  parole  and  a  violation  of  the  penal 
code. 


Thurman  C.  Riley  Dead 

Detroit — Thurman  C.  Riley  drop- 
ped dead  on  the  street  a  few  min- 
utes after  leaving  the  Film  Exchange 
Building.  He  sold  air  conditioning 
equipment  to  theaters  for  the  Na- 
tional Ozone  Co.,  and  had  played 
many  Detroit  theaters  as  a  men- 
talist  under  the  name  of  Thurman 
the    Great. 


Ann  Sheridan  for  "Go,"  Bogart  for  "Stop" 

in  Alabama  City's  Traffic  Control  System 

Thomasville,  Ala. — Convinced  some  motorists  are  color  blind,  Mayor  V.  C. 
Wilkinson  hi  using  this  means  of  traffic  control:  A  lighted  picture  of  Ann  Sheridan 
means  "go";  the  scowling  face  of  Humphrey  Bogart,  "stop."  Pictures  were  supplied 
by  Warner  Brothers  with   the   actors'   consent. 

For  dangerous  curves  outside  the  city:  Well,  Dorothy  Lamour  and  Lana  Turner 
are  being  considered. 


SMPE  TO  GET  RCA'S 
TELE  OUTLOOK  SLANT 


Television  in  various  phases  will 
be  considered  by  the  SMPE  at  its 
Spring  convention  at  Haddon  Hall, 
Atlantic  City,  April  22-25,  ad^gnce 
schedule  of  addresses  and  {ti„'ers 
made  public  yesterday  discloses. 

The  first  day's  session  will  be 
highlighted  by  an  address  on  "The 
General  Outlook  for  Television"  by 
Thomas  F.  Joyce,  RCA  vice-prexy 
and  advertising  director  at  the  in- 
formal get-together  luncheon.  Other 
tele  topics  include 

"Tone  Reproduction  in  Television," 
I.  G.  Maloff,  RCA;  "Remote  Control 
Television  Lighting,"  W.  C.  Eddy, 
NBC;  "Quality  in  Television  Pic- 
tures," Peter  C.  Goldmark,  and  John 
N.  Dyer;  "Television  Pick-Up  of  the 
Pasadena  Rose  Tournament  Parade," 
H.  R.  Lubcke,  Don  Lee  Broadcast- 
ing System,  Los  Angeles;  "RCA 
Portable  Television  Pick-Up  Equip- 
ment," G.  L.  Beers,  RCA,  O.  H. 
Schade,  RCA  Radiotron  Corp.,  and 
R.  E.  Shelby,  NBC. 

Convention  plans  and  programs 
are  being  formulated  by  E.  A.  Willi- 
ford,  SMPE's  president;  W.  C.  Kunz- 
mann,  convention  vice-president;  J. 
I.  Crab  tree,  editorial  vice-president; 
and  Sylvan  Harris,  chairman  of  the 
papers  committee. 

Although  the  convention's  final 
details  will  not  be  available  until 
shortly  before  the  opening,  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  partial  list  of  other 
papers  so  far  scheduled 

"Practical  Application  of  the  Theory  of  Two- 
color  Reproduction  in  Motion  Picture  Photog 
raphy,"  J.  Engl,  Mt.  Vernon;  "Motion  Pic- 
ture Production  in  16-mm,"  J.  A.  Maurer, 
The  Berndt-Maurer  Corp.;  "Professional  16- 
mm  Recording  Equipment,"  D.  R.  Canady, 
Canady  Sound  Appliance,  Cleveland;  "Di- 
rect 16-mm  Production,"  L.  Thomson,  The 
Calvin  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  "Defects  in 
Motion  Picture  Projection,  and  Their  Correc- 
tion," I.  Gordon,  Akron;  "Records  for  the 
Production  Room,"  J.  R.  Prater,  Palouse, 
Wash.;  "Historical  Development  of  Carbons 
for  Motion  Picture  Projection,"  E.  R.  Geib, 
National  Carbon  Co.,  Cleveland;  "Products 
of  Combustion  of  the  Carbon  Arc,"  A.  C. 
Dovvnes,  National  Carbon  Co.,  Cleveland;  "The 
Cyclex  System  of  Motion  Picture  Projec- 
tion," C.  S.  Ashcraft,  Ashcraft  Manufac- 
turing  Co.,    Long   Island   City. 

Also  "Color  Theories  and  the  Inter-Society 
Color  Council,"  H.  P.  Gage,  Corning  Glass 
Works,  Corning;  "Photographic  Tone  Re- 
production —  Theory  and  Practice,"  L.  A. 
Jones,  Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochester;  "The 
Use  of  Fluorescent  Phenomena  in  the  Motion 
Picture  Field,"  T.  T.  Baker,  New  York; 
"Testing  and  Evaluation  of  Studio  Lighting 
Equipment,"  E.  C.  Richardson,  Mole  &  Rich- 
ardson, Inc.,  Hollywood;  "Frequency  Modula- 
tion," E.  H.  Armstrong,  Columbia  University; 
"Motion  Picture  Theater  Developments,"  M 
Rettinger,  RCA  Manufacturing  Co.,  Holly 
wood;  "Notes  on  Sound  Motion  Picture  En 
gineering,  Wm,  A.  Mueller  and  B.  F.  Miller. 
Warner    Bros.    Studios. 

Also  "Audience  Noise  as  a  Limitation  to 
the  Permissible  Volume  Range  of  Dialogue 
in  Sound  Motion  Pictures,"  Wm.  A.  Mueller. 
Warner  Bros.  Studios;  "Current  Practices  in 
Blooping  Sound  Films,"  W.  H.  Offenhau«ei , 
The  Berndt-Maurer  Corp. ;  "Investigation  of 
the  Influence  of  the  Negative  on  the  Ground- 
Noise  of  Photographic  Sound  Prints,"  O. 
Sandvik  and  W.  K.  Grimwood,  Eastman  Kodak 
Co.,  Rochester;  "The  Effects  of  the  Ultraviolet 
Light  on  Variable-Density  Recording  and 
Printing,"  V.  Pagliaruo  and  J.  G.  Frayne,  Erpi. 
Hollywood;  "The  Use  of  Fine-Grain  Positive 
Emulsibns  for  Variable-Density  Film  Record- 
ings," J.  K.  Hilliard,  M-G-M  Studios;  •'Re- 
cording and  Reproducing  Square  Waves,"  D. 
R.  Canady,  Canady  Sound  Appliance  Co., 
Cleveland,   O. 
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Double  Features  "Bad  Practice",  Agnew  Tells  Gov't 

20THF0XPR0P0SES  NEWT-YR.  ZANUCKCONTRACT 

Industry  Payroll  In  1939  Estimated  at  $410,760,000 


$28,537,000  Invested  in  The- 
ater Construction  and 
Remodeling 

The  American  film  industry  poured 
a  golden  stream  totaling-  $410,760,- 
000  into  the  pay  envelopes  of  300,000 
employes  in  three  spheres — produc- 
tion, distribution  and  exhibition — in 
1939,  according  to  statistics  compiled 
for  the  1940  edition  of  The  Film 
Daily's  Year  Book  of  Motion  Pic- 
tures,  published   yesterday. 

Approximately  $133,000,000  went 
to  the  32,000  engaged  in  production 
—stars,  featured  players,  extras, 
producers,  directors,  writers  and  the 
infinite  variety  of  technicians  em- 
ployed in  the  studios,  the  industry's 

{Continued  on  Page  3) 


COLUMBIA  TO  RELEASE 
ROSS'S  EASTERN  FILM 


Nat  Ross  has  closed  a  deal  with 
Columbia  for  the  distribution  of 
"The  Accidental  Father"  which  Ross 
will  make  at  the  Biograph  studio  in 
New  York.  Picture  will  star  Con- 
stance Bennett  and  production  is  to 
start  in  May. 

Ross  said  yesterday  that  he  had 
signed    Richard    Wallace    to    direct 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Theater  Opposition  Kills 

Anti-Billboard   Measure 


Albany — The  Assembly  by  a  vote 
of  87  to  48  defeated  the  Wright 
bill  to  restrict  billboard  advertising 
along  public  highways. 

William  T.  A.  Webb  of  Delaware 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Quota  Decision  Will 
be  Made  Next  WeeU 

London  (By  Cable)— Following  yes- 
terday's parley  here  between  U.  S.  dis- 
tribs.  and  Government  ofticials,  THE 
FILM  DAILY  was  authoritatively  informed 
the  Board  of  Trade  likely  will  make  its 
quota    statement    next    week. 


Kentucky  Will  Collect  15  Per  Cent  Levy 

On  All  Prizes  Offered  With  Amusements 

Frankfort,  Ky. — Gov.  Keen  Johnson  has  signed  the  bili  passed  at  the  recent 
session  of  the  state  Legislature  to  tax  Bank  Night  awards,  or  any  prize  offered  in 
connection  with  any  amusement,  including  Bingo,  up  to  15  per  cent.  Law  becomes 
effective   June    12. 


UNIVERSAL  PLANNING 
MAY  SALES  CONCLAVE 


Universal  will  hold  one  or  more 
sales  conventions  in  May,  William 
A.  Scully,  general  sales  manager, 
said  yesterday.  Scully  leaves  tomor- 
row for  product  conferences  on  the 
Coast  where  a  decision  will  be  made 
on  the  annual  sales  huddles.  Whether 
there  will  be  one  national  conven- 
tion or  several  regionals  has  not 
been  determined. 


Sunday  Legislation  May 

Go  to  Delaware  Voters 


Wilmington,  Del. — Delaware  vot- 
ers may  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
ballot  on  Sunday  legislation,  it  is  in- 
dicated by  the  Rev.  Ralph  L.  Minker, 
chairman  of  the  nine-member  com- 
mission appointed  by  the  legislature 
to  study  need  of  revising  the  "blue" 
laws. 

Emphasizing  that  the  study  is  far 
from  complete,  Rev.  Minker  said  that 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


BRONSTON  REPORTED 
TO  HAVE  UA  DEAL 


Samuel  Bronston,  who  recently  or- 
ganized Samuel  Bronston  Produc- 
tions with  a  capitalization  of  $1,- 
000,000,  is  reported  to  have  closed 
a  distribution  deal  with  United 
Artists.  Bronston,  who  is  in  New 
York,  yesterday  declined  to  confirm 
the  UA  report  but  said  that  three 
pictures  would  be  produced  the  first 
year. 

Edward    Schwab,    brother    of    the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Altec  Sets  Up  Cincinnati 
District  Under  W.  Conner 


Expansion  of  business  resulting 
from  a  "gratifying  increase  in  our 
activities,"  has  made  it  necessary 
to  create  a  new  Altec  district  oper- 
ation, with  headquarters  in  Cincin- 
nati, according  to  an  announcement 
by  L.  W.  Conrow,  Altec  president. 

Creation  of  the  new  Altec  district 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Agnew  Tells  Gov't  Both  He  and  Kent 
Regard  Twin  Bills  as  "Bad  Practice  ' 


Columbia  Managers  Hold 

Drive  Parley  Tomorrow 

Coincident  with  the  "Montague 
15th  Anniversary  Campaign"  reach- 
ing the  midway  mark,  Columbia's 
district  managers  and  managers  of 
branches  without  district  supervis- 
ion will  meet  in  the  Gotham  Hotel 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Both  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Para.'s  sales 
chief,  and  Sidney  R.  Kent,  20th-Fox 
prexy,  are  opposed  to  double  features 
as  a  "bad  practice,"  the  former  de- 
clared at  a  pre-trial  examination  in 
connection  with  the  D  of  J's  New 
York  equity  suit  yesterday. 

The  Government  yesterday  con- 
tinued with  its  inquiry  into  discus- 
sions held  at  meetings  of  sales  chiefs 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Continues      Present      Salary, 

Includes  Option  on  100,- 

000  Com.  Shares 

By  HOLLIS  KENNAHAN 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Twentieth  Century-Fox 
stockholders,  meeting  April  16, 
will  be  asked  to  approve  an  ex- 
tension  of 
D  a  r  r  y  1  F. 
Zanuck's  con- 
tract for  a 
five-year 
period  from 
Aug.  22, 
1942,  expira- 
tion date  of 
his  present 
pact,  to 
March  31, 
1947,  it  was 
r  e  v  e  a  1  e  d 
by  proxy 
state  ments 
yesterday. 
Proposed  commitment  provides  for 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


DARRYL    F.    ZANUCK 


KY.  ADMISH  TAX  GUT 
EFFECTIVE  JUNE  12 


Frankfort,  Ky. — Gov.  Keen  John- 
son permitted  a  bill  to  lower  Ken- 
tucky's amusement  tax  to  become  a 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Mohawk  to  Pay  $17,500  Plus 
Percentage  for  GN's  Pix 

Referee  Peter  B.  Olney,  Jr.,  yes- 
terday at  a  hearing  on  Grand  Na- 
tional   Pictures,    accepted    a   bid    of 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Flint,  Sinyle  Bill 

Citadel,  Goes  Duals 

Flint,  Mich.  —  Single  bills,  formerly 
the  rule  here,  have  suddenly  been 
abandoned  by  local  houses  here,  and 
film  salesmen  are  busy  shifting  bookings 
accordingly,  to  supply  the  extra  films 
needed.  Competitive  conditions  are 
blamed. 
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NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3y2s46. 104i/2   1 04 V2   1 04 '/2   +     % 

Para.   B'way   3s55 

Para.  Picts.  6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3!/4s47  87         861/2     87       +     7/8 

RKO  6s41    

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  90V4     90        90         

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor     15'/8     14%     143,4—     l/4 

Trans-Lux     1 V4       1 1/4       1 1/4     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.       6V2       6V4       6%  —     3/8 
Universal  Picts 12i/2     12         12      —     i/2 


"Rebecca"  Biz  Soaring 

Playing  in  19  houses  in  13  keys, 
gross  on  "Rebecca"  for  Tuesday 
amounted  to  143.  per  cent  on  Mon- 
day's smash  business,  it  was  an- 
nounced last  night  by  United  Art- 
ists. Tuesday's  business  topped 
Monday's  in  every  house  where  the 
picture  is  playing.  Picture  is  being 
held  over  in  a  number  of  situa- 
tions. 


Tele's  home  audience  in  the  New 
York  metropolitan  area,  conser- 
vatively estimated,  now  is  between 
10,000  and  15,000  persons,  A.  H. 
Morton,  NBC  vice-prexy  in  charge 
of  television,  told  the  Broadcasters 
Bull    Session    yesterday. 

Initial  regional  tele  network  to 
be  attempted,  Morton  disclosed,  will 
be  between  Boston  and  Washington, 
embracing  a  potential  circulation  of 
approximately   30,000,000. 

Second  regional  will  find  Chicago 
the  hub,  with  points  to  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City,  Minneapolis,  Detroit, 
Cleveland,  Pittsburgh,  Morton  stated, 
adding  that  "God  only  knows  at  the 
present  time,"  however,  when  the 
regionals  will  be  able  to  operate. 


5,184  Opinions  Written 

by  PCA  During  Past  Year 

West   Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — The  Production  Code 
Administration  last  year  wrote  no 
less  than  5,184  opinions  dealing  with 
stories,  scripts,  pictures,  etc.,  sum- 
mary of  the  year's  activities  dis- 
closes. 

Total  number  of  books,  synopses, 
plays  and  stories  read  was  571,  and 
number  of  scripts  read,  including 
hanges,  was  2,873.  The  PCA  re- 
viewed 1,511  pictures,  figure  includ- 
ing a  number  reviewed  more  than 
once,  and  held  1,509  consultations. 


Photographic-Projection 

Exports  Drop  in  February 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Exports  of  photo- 
graphic and  projection  goods  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1940  amounted  to  $1,306,000, 
the  Commerce  Department  reported 
today.  This  is  $216,000  less  than  the 
$1,522,000  figure  for  February,  1939. 

The  two  months  ending  in  Febru- 
ary is  reported  as  $2,700,000  for 
1940,  compared  to  $2,932,000  for 
1939.  This  is  a  decrease  of  $232,- 
000. 


Conciliation   Machinery 

Effective  on  West  Coast 


West   Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — So  successful  is  the 
conciliation  machinery  set  up  here 
by  the  MPPDA  functioning  that 
hundreds  of  complaints  by  studio 
and  talent  groups  have  been  con- 
ciliated, leaving  hardly  in  excess  of 
a  dozen  claims  unsettled. 


E.   E.    Mooneyham   Dead 

Detroit — Ernest  Edward  Mooney- 
ham, 48,  operator  of  the  Westown 
Theater,  died  suddenly  in  his  home. 
His  widow  and  daughter  survive. 


Julius  Levy  Stricken 

San  Antonio — Julius  Levy,  Brady 
theater  owner  and  Texas  film  house 
pioneer,   is   dead. 


•  Cleveland — GWTW  brings  a  nine- 
week  run  at  Loew's  Stillman  to  a 
close  today.  The  picture  will  have 
layed  to  more  than  300,000  people, 
and  will  have  grossed  approximately 
$220,000. 

Montgomery,  Ala.— GWTW,  after 
a  week  at  the  Saenger  moved  to 
the  Crown. 


New  Haven— Expected  "GWTW" 
indie  dates  in  the  near  future  include 
the  Darien  and  Watertown  theaters, 
for  four  days  beginning  April  7. 


Chicago — The  Illinois-Indiana  the- 
ater circuit  opened  GWTW  at  Goshen 
and    Elkhart,    Ind.,   yesterday. 


300  Exhibs,  Newspapermen 
To  Attend  Para.  Premiere 


More  than  300  exhibitors  and 
newspaper  men  will  attend  the 
world  premiere  of  "The  Biscuit 
Eater"  in  Albany,  Ga.,  on  April  11, 
Paramount  announced  yesterday. 
Among  the  acceptances  received 
were  those  from  William  A.  Jenkins, 
R.  B.  Wilby,  F.  A.  Lightman,  Mrs. 
Alma  King,  Clark  Gurley,  Joe 
Schmit  and  R.  H.  Dunn.  Billy  Lee, 
young  star  of  the  picture,  will  make 
a  series  of  personal  appearances 
throughout   Georgia. 


"Virginia  City"  Registers 
100  Per  Cent  in  Holdovers 


Warners'  "Virginia  City"  has  been 
held  for  extended  playing  time  in  all 
situations  which  have  reported  to 
the  company's  home  office,  to  date. 
"Virginia  City"  was  nationally  re- 
leased last  week-end  in  over  350 
theaters.  The  feature  is  duplicating 
the  extra-playing  time  record  set 
by  "The  Fighting  69th,"  which 
played  holdover  engagements  in 
every  situation  booked. 


Legion  of  Decency  Takes 
Slap  at  "Strange  Cargo" 

Claiming  that  it  "presents  a  nat- 
uralistic concept  of  religion  contrary 
to  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  the 
Catholic  church,"  the  Legion  of  De- 
cency has  placed  "Strange  Cargo," 
M-G-M  picture,  in  the  "C"  or  con- 
demned classification. 


Sherman  to  Denver 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Harry  Sherman  will 
fly  Saturday  to  Denver  where  he  will 
be  guest  of  honor  at  the  fourth  an- 
nual founders'  day  banquet  to  be 
given  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen 
Club. 


Luncheon  for  Pasternak 

Joe  Pasternak,  producer  of  the 
Deanna  Durbin  pictures  for  Univer- 
sal, will  be  the  guest  of  honor  today 
at  a  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 
Exhibitors  and  trade  press  represen- 
tatives will  attend. 


cominc  mid  Gome 


DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK  is  scheduled  to  return 
to  the  studio  tomorrow  after  a  stay  at  Sun 
Valley. 

BENJAMIN  MIGGINS.  continental  European 
manager  for  20th-Fox,  and  his  assistant,  W.  E. 
W.  VAN  BEVEREN,  sail  for  Europe  SaSs/lay 
on    the   Conte    di   Savoia.  ... 

E.  F.  LOMBA,  special  representative  of  the 
20th-Fox  foreign  department,  sails  for  South 
America    tomorrow   on    the  Santa    Rosa. 

SAM  H.  HARRIS  returned  to  New  York  yes- 
terday  after  a   vacation   in   Florida. 

NAT  COHN,  Columbia  district  manager,  has 
returned  to  his  post  after  a  two-week  stay  in 
Florida. 

SAUL  TRAUNER.  New  York  exchange  man- 
ager for  Columbia,  and  NAT  BEIER,  UA  as- 
sistant manager,  are  due  to  arrive  here  tomor- 
row    after     Florida     vacations. 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columbia's  assistant  sales 
manager,   is  vacationing   in   Miami. 

MAX  WEISFELDT,  Columbia's  short  subjects 
sales  manager,  and  HARRY  DECKER,  Warners' 
branch  manager  in  New  York,  are  vacationing 
in   Miami. 

THORNTON  FREELAND  is  due  to  sail  Satur- 
day on  the  Conte  di  Savoia  to  direct  a  forth- 
coming production  in  London  for  British  Grand 
National. 

FRANK  W.  LOVEJOY,  Eastman  Kodak  head, 
and  MRS.  LOVEJOY,  are  on  the  Coast,  en  route 
to  Honolulu. 

LEON  NETTER,  Paramount  theater  executive, 
is  on  a  10-day  business  trip  to  Atlanta  and 
Dallas. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  Universal  sales  man- 
ager,   leaves   tomorrow    by   air   for    Hollywood. 

"NICKY''  GOLDHAMMER,  RKO's  Prairie  dis- 
trict    manager,     and     ROSS     CROPPER,     Boston 

branch    manager,    are    in    town. 


NBC  Will  Telecast  Four 
Feature  Films  Next  Week 


Four  feature  films  will  be  telecast 
by  NBC's  W2XBS  next  week.  "Man 
in  the  Mirror"  is  set  for  Sunday  af- 
ternoon, "Our  Daily  Bread"  for 
Thursday  night,  "Texas  Gun  Fight- 
er" for  Friday  afternoon  and  "Rain- 
bow's End"  for  Saturday  afternoon. 

Aesop  Fable  film  cartoons  are 
also  being  revived  for  television,  the 
new  week's  television  program  dis- 
closes. 


Charles  Rapoport  Dead 

Salem,  N.  J. — Charles  Rapoport, 
veteran  exhibitor,  widely  known  in 
the  Philadelphia  territory,  died  yes- 
terday, following  a  long  illness. 
Funeral  rites  will  be  held  today. 


GETTING  A  SIGNED 
RECEIPT  IS  A 
STANDING  RULE  OF 

Tostal 
Telegraph 

CHARGES    FOR    TELEGRAMS      PHONED     IN 
APPEAR    ON     YOUR    TELEPHONE    BILL. 


Thursday,  March  28,  1940 


KY.  ADMISH  TAX  GUT 
EFFECTIVE  JUNE  12 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

law   by   withholding   his    signature. 

The   Governor  had   10  days  from 

the  day  the  legislature  adjourned  to 

Jier  approve  or  veto  the  measure, 
.  permit  it  to  become  a  law  with- 
out his  signature. 

The  new  law  becomes  effective 
June  12.  Under  it,  Kentucky's 
amusement  tax  will  range  as  fol- 
lows on  admissions  of: 

One  cent  to  10  cents,  no  tax;  11 
cents  to  18  cents,  one  cent  tax;  19 
cents  to  28  cents,  two  cents  tax;  29 
to  38  cents,  three  cents  tax;  39  cents 
to  $1,  one  cent  on  each  additional 
10  cents.  On  admissions  more  than 
$1,  the  tax  will  be  one  cent  on  each 
additional  25  cents. 

The  old  law  taxed  admissions  of 
more  than  39  cents  one  cent  on  each 
additional  five  cents  of  fraction 
thereof — equivalent  to  a  20  per  cent 
tax,  highest  in  the  United  States. 


Mohawk  to  Pay  $17,500  Plus 
Percentage  for  GN's  Pix 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 
Mohawk  Film  Corp.  for  $17,500,  plus 
a  percentage,  for  the  sale  to  it  of 
trustee's  rights  to  all  GN  films, 
including  story  rights  and  acces- 
sories. The  sale,  which  does  not  in- 
clude 16  mm.  rights,  was  awarded 
to  Mohawk  in  preference  to  a  bid  of 
Gustave  De  Lemas  for  a  fiat  sum 
of  $27,250.  Mohawk  agreed  to  pay 
the  trustee  in  addition  to  $17,500, 
30  per  cent  of  the  first  $100,000 
gross  and  50  per  cent  of  all  gross 
exceeding  $100,000. 

Terms  of  the  sale  provide  that 
Educational  Films  Corp.  of  America, 
owner  of  the  16  mm.  rights  to  the 
films  sold,  will  be  entitled  to  make 
negatives  for  16  mm.  sales.  Mo- 
hawk also  agreed  to  pay  off  a  lien 
held  by  De  Luxe  Laboratories 
against  the  pictures. 


Kaufman   in   Hospital 

Chicago — Abe  Kaufman,  B  &  K 
film  buyer,  is  in  St.  Luke's  Hospital 
here  for  observation. 


Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

MARCH  28 

Pandro  S.  Berman 

Lester  T.  Tobias 

William  Laidlaw,  Jr. 

Abe  Salner 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


T           T           ▼ 
•      •      •      FROM  all  indications the  Variety  Club  National  Con- 
vention in  Dallas  on  April  18-20  inclusive is  gonna  be  "tops"  among 

the  conclaves  of  this  or  any  past  year and  we  don't  mean  any 

play  on  words  because  the  Variety  Clubs  are  referred  to  as  "tents" 

and  tents  are  known  as  tops. ....  .Pre-eminent  is  what  we  mean 

and  we're  not  alone  in  prophesying  the  transcending  nature  of  what's 

to   materialize   down   Dallas    way Chief    Barker    John    (Pittsburgh) 

Harris,  founder  of  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America Bob   O'Donnell, 

who  presides  o'er  the  four-year-old  Dallas  Tent  No.  17,  and  under  whose 
auspices  and  canvas  the  corhin'  conclave  will  take  place and  Pub- 
licity Chief  George  Tyson,  who  knows  how  to  put  on  "beauties"  via  the 
annual  Atlantic  City  bathing  revue all, — all  are  of  the  same  opin- 
ion  and  so's  Columnist  Eddie  (Dallas  Journal)  Barr who's  as 

rigid  in  conservatism  as  his  monicker 


•     •     •     YOU  can  bet  all  the  steers  in  Texas that  a  big 

delegation  from  New  York's  Film  Row will  be  on  deck  in 

Dallas  for  the  forthcoming  frolic and  ditto  every  other  Film 

Row  twixt  coast  and  coast  'n  border  and  border One  of  the 

features  already  set is  the  bringing  to  the  convention  of  John 

A.  Guthrie's  "Real  Wild  West  and  Big  Indian  Congress" Now 

John's  li'l  menage  consists  of  143  head  of  livestock 75  Indians 

from  the  Sioux,  Otoe,  Ponca  and  Pawnee  tribes,  dressed  in  full, 

authentic  Indian  costume  and  regalia plus  the  original  Buffalo 

Bill  Deadwood  stagecoach world-famous  trained  horses  from 

the  Tom  Mix  T-M  Bar  ranch  in  California 50  trick  riders  and 

ropers 10  prairie  schooners an  old-time  chuck   wagon 

and  two  stagecoaches Another  slick  highlighfll  be  the 

presence  of  that  wow  Cowboy  Band  of  Hardin-Simmons  Univers- 
ity   all  decked  out  in  their  colorful  costumes  typifying  the 

traditions  of  Texas  and  the  Southwest Yup,  ifs  gonna  be  a 

four-star  convention  in  the  Lone  Star  State! 


•      •      •     YES'DAY newspapers   hereabout   went  to  town   with 

published  photos  of  18-year-old  Anne  Bernard  Corcoran a  comely 

John  Powers  model  whom  IS  judges  selected  from  a  bevy  of  more  than 

300  beauties as  the  "1940  Swim  for  Health  Week  Girl" If  any 

of  you   eligible  bachelors  would  like  to  get  in  touch   with  the  young 

lady just  tell  the  Washington  operator  to  get  you  DIstrict-3377 . . . . 

which  is  the  Universal  Film  Exchange and  ask  for  Barney  Franck 

who's  the  daddy  of  the  said  Anne  Bernard  Corcoran.  .  .     •   On 

April  10,  David  Kemp  &  Co.  will  publish  the  book  "Anyone  Can  Take 

Good   Pictures" whose    author    is    De   Ward   Jones    of    the   Radio 

City    Music    Hall's    press    department and    included,    'sides    other 

numerous   highlights,   is  some   excellent  professional   picture-taking   ad- 
vice by  James  Sileo known  up  and  down  local  Film  Row  as  Jimmy. 


9     •      •     BELIEVE  it  or  else: When  GWTW  played  a 

Calgary   theater  recently the   opposition   house,   undaunted, 

advertised  its  bill as  "Gone  With  the  ARB-UP-KK" and 

put  on  a  5^-hour  show  consisting  of  "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band," 
"Union  Pacific,"  and  "King  Kong" 


<€     «      H 


1939  PIX  PAYROLL 
AT  $410,760,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
I  primary  source  book,  now  in  its  22nd 
year,  discloses. 

$250,000,000    In    Theater    Field 

The  largest  split  rewarded  the 
255,000  theater  workers  who  received 
a  total  of  $250,000,000,  while  the 
13,000  engaged  in  selling  and  dis- 
tributing the  488  feature  pictures 
produced  by  American  companies  in 
the  U.  S.  and  the  278  foreign  fea- 
tures released  here  were  paid  an  ag- 
gregate  of  $27,760,000. 

The  comprehensive  statistical  pic- 
ture of  the  American  film  industry 
discloses  that  there  were  458  actors 
under  term  contract  to  major  Holly- 
wood studios  last  year,  while  the 
number  of  directors  so  engaged  was 
117  and  writers,  375. 

On  the  theater  side,  the  Year  Book 
states  that  $28,537,000  was  invested 
in  1939  in  theater  construction  and 
remodeling,  of  which  $19,211,000 
went  for  new  houses.  The  year's 
expenditure  for  equipment  and  sup- 
plies reached  $25,000,000  addition- 
ally. 

$25  Average  Daily  Rental 

Average  seating  capacity  of  the 
nation's  film  theaters  is  now  591, 
and  the  average  daily  attendance, 
500.  Average  daily  film  rental  is 
$25,  although  the  first-run  rental 
per  picture  paid  by  deluxe  houses 
ranges  from  $5,000  to  $25,000  week- 
ly. It  is  estimated  that  there  is  one 
film  theater  open  for  every  12  men, 
women  and  children  in  the  country. 

Of  the  17,003  film  theaters  now 
operating  in  the  U.  S. — another  2,- 
029  are  closed — 10,031  have  a  so- 
called  double  feature  policy.  This 
approximates  59  per  cent  of  all  the- 
aters; of  the  59  per  cent,  30  per  cent 
follow  a  consistent  multiple  feature 
policy,  29  per  cent  play  double  fea- 
tures or  single  attractions  as  occa- 
sion dictates.  Territorial  high  for 
double  features  is  the  Northeast's 
72  per  cent;  territorial  low,  the 
South's  28  per  cent. 


Industry  Spent  $2,000,000 
More  in  Press,  Mags  in  '39 

Motion  pictures  spent  $80,000,000 
for  advertising  films  to  the  U.  S. 
public  in  1939,  according  to  the  1940 
FILM  DAILY  YEAR  BOOK,  pub- 
lished yesterday.  Figure  shows  an 
increase  of  $2,000,000  over  1938,  all 
used  in  newspapers  and  magazines. 

Amount  spent  in  newspapers  and 
magazines  was  $66,000,000  in  1939 
and  $64,000,000  in  1938.  In  each 
year  $8,000,000  was  spent  for  out- 
door advertising  and  $6,000,000  for 
accessories  and  direct  mail. 


STORKS! 


Indianapolis — V.  A.  Carpenter,  In- 
diana representative  for  Altec,  is 
the  father  of  a  baby  boy. 


MARC 

TUE  WED 


MARCH  CAME 
IN  LIKL/A  LION! 


NORTHWEST  PASSAGE 


THE  WORD-OF-MOUTH 
HOLD-OVER  SENSATION! 


a 


4th  Week  Chicago,  Portland,  Seattle 
3rd  Week  New  York,  San  Francisco,  Worcester 
2nd  Week  Denver,  Louisville,  Spokane, 
Cincinnati,  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia, 
Washington,  D.  CM  Wilmington,  New  Haven, 
Harrisburg,  Bridgeport,  Boston  (Day  and  Date 
at  State  and  Orpheum),  Los  Angeles*  Salt  Lake 
City  11  days.    More  Hold-Overs  Reported  Daily! 


^iark  GABLE 
JqanCRAWFOR? 


MARCH  GOES 
OUT  LIKE  A  LION! 


ii 
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STRANGE  CARGO 
IS  BOX  OFFICE 
SUCCESSOR  TO 


NORTHWEST  PASSAGE 


Another  powerful  M-G-M  Show!  It's 
what  the  ticket-buyers  want!  Packing 
Theatres  everywhere!  Clark  Gable  in 
the  kind  of  role  they  love!  Joan  the 
way  they  want  her!  M-G-M  showman- 
ship gets  the  dough  again! 


CLARK  GABLE,  JOAN  CRAWFORD  in 
"STRANGE  CARGO"  with  Ian  Hunter, 
Peter  Lorre,  Paul  Lukas,  Albert  Dekker, 
J.  Edward  Bromberg,  Eduardo  Ciannelli 
A  Frank  Borzage  Production 'Screen  Play 
by  Lawrence  Hazard* Based  on  the  Book 
"Not  Too  Narrow,  Not  Too  Deep"  by 
Richard  Sale 'Directed  by  Frank  Borzage 
Produced  by  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz 
A  Meiro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
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COLUMBIA  TO  RELEASE 
ROSS'S  EASTERN  FILM 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
and  Grover  Jones  to  write  the  script. 
He  leaves  for  the  Coast  this  week  to 
acquire  a  male  star  and   other  tal- 
ent. 

•  The  Biograph  studio  will  be  re- 
equipped  with  the  latest  type  of 
RCA  equipment,  Ross  said.  Deal 
for  the  studio  has  been  signed  and 
Ross  said  he  probably  would  make 
other  pictures  there  when  he  com- 
pletes the  one-picture  contract  with 
Columbia. 


Theater  Opposition  Kills 

Anti-Billboard   Measure 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

County,  an  executive  in  the  Smalley 
chain  of  motion  picture  theaters,  de- 
clared the  passage  of  the  bill  "would 
force  down  more  than  a  thousand 
billboards  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry strategically  located  in  rural 
sections." 

In  a  busy  Legislature  pointing  to 
adjournment,  the  Senate  passed  the 
Condon  ticket  resale  measure  which 
would  compel  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone companies  reselling  tickets  to 
theaters,  etc.,  to  obtain  a  license. 


"Keep  Stars  Out  of  Slot  Machine  Reels," 

Allied  of  Illinois  Demands  of  Producers 

Chicago — In  line  with  its  unqualified  opposition  to  nickel-in-the-slot  movies, 
projected  by  the  Roosevelt-Mills  combination,  Illinois  Allied,  via  its  board,  is  asking 
producers  to  lend  support  in  stamping  out  the  "evil"  by  refusing  to  allow  the  use  of 
their   players,    directors   or  other   personnel. 

Illinois  Allied's  board  has  formally  gone  on  record  against  the  production  of 
16  mm.,  8  mm.  or  "any  other  size  film"  of  features  which  have  been  released  or  ex- 
hibited   in    theaters   for    use    in    non-theatrical    competition. 


Sunday  Legislation  May 

Go  to  Delaware  Voters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
if  recommendation  for  a  referen- 
dum should  be  made  by  the  commis- 
sion and  accepted,  the  ballot  would 
probably  contain  four  stands,  from 
enforcement  to  full  repeal  from 
which  the  voters  could  choose.  Al- 
ternatives were  a  drift-along  policy 
with  the  present  law,  or  amend- 
ments to  allow  certain  sports  and 
amusements  as  has  been  done  with 
baseball,  football,  swimming  and 
golf;  or  complete  repeal,  or  rigid  en- 
forcement of  the  present  old  laws. 

The  General  Assembly  last  year 
passed  a  bill  to  permit  a  Sunday 
movie  referendum  in  Wilmington 
but  this  was  vetoed  by  Governor 
Richard  C.  McMullen.  the  bill  had 
been  sponsored  by  State  Senator 
Paul  R.  Rinard,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  commission  which  is  to  make 
a  recommendation  to  the  1941  legis- 
lature. 


Columbia  Managers  Hold 

Drive  Parley  Tomorrow 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
here  tomorrow  for  a  two-day  con- 
ference with  home  office  execs.  A. 
Montague,  general  sales  manager, 
will  preside.  Plans  for  the  final 
weeks  of  the  drive  and  product  will 
be  discussed. 

District  and  branch  managers  who 
will  be  present  include:  Midwestern 
Division  Manager  Phil  Dunas,  Cen- 
tral Division  Manager  Carl  Shalit, 
Mideast  Division  Manager  Sam  Gal- 
anty,  Western  Division  Manager 
Jerome  Safron,  New  York  Division 
Manager  Nat  Cohn,  and  branch  man- 
agers Phil  Fox,  Albany;  Joe  Miller, 
Buffalo;  T.  F.  O'Toole,  New  Haven; 
I.  H.  Rogovin,  Boston;  H.  E.  Weiner, 
Philadelphia;  Irving  Wormser,  New 
York. 

Sam  Moscow,  Southern  district 
manager,  will  be  unable  to  attend 
because  of  illness.  Home  office  ex- 
ecutives who  will  take  part  in  the 
sessions  are  Rube  Jackter,  Lou 
Weinberg,  Louis  Astor  and  Max 
Weisfeldt. 


Build  Louisville  Premiere 
Campaign  About  Vic.  Mature 

A  campaign  built  around  Victor 
Mature  will  highlight  the  world  pre- 
miere of  Hal  Roach's  "1,000,000  B. 
C."  in  Louisville  on  April  5.  Ma- 
ture, who  stars  in  the  picture,  is  a 
native  of  Louisville.  Mayor  J.  D. 
Scholtz  of  Louisville  and  Gov.  Keen 
Johnson  of  Kentucky  have  been  en- 
listed to  participate  in  the  event. 
Jules  Seltzer,  of  Hal  Roach's  pub- 
licity department,  goes  to  Louis- 
ville next  week  in  advance  of  the 
campaign. 


Republic  Bowlers  Lead 

by  Game  in  Chi.  League 

Chicago — With  only  two  weeks  re- 
maining to  finish  the  season,  Re- 
public Pictures  commands  a  one 
game  lead  over  National  Screen  and 
20th  Century  Fox  in  the  Chicago 
Motion    Picture    Bowling    League. 

Last  week  Joe  Vrouvas  of  Fox 
rolled  a  264  game.  Warner  Bros, 
team  defeated  Film  Carriers  three 
straight  as  an  upset  and  knocked 
Film  Carriers  practically  out  of  the 
race   for   first   place. 


Variety  Club  for  Denver 

Denver — R.  J.  O'Donnell  is  due 
here  Saturday  to  participate  in  the 
organization  of  a  new  Variety  Club. 


DUALS  BAD  PRACTICE 
AGNEW  TELLS  GOV 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

at  the  Hays  Office  when  it  questionec 
Agnew  who  reiterated  the  statemen 
made  by  Metro's  W.  F.  Rodeers  oi 
the  preceding  day  that  nd^  Nnfer 
ences  were  held  on  distributior 
policies.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Agnev 
continued,  he  rarely  meets  any  othei 
sales  executives  and  when  he  does 
so,  conversations  are  confined  to  gen- 
eralities. * 

Agnew  stated  that  he  had  no  ac- 
cess to  records  of  the  Paramount 
theater  company  with  the  exceptior 
of  daily  returns  on  grosses.  The 
purpose  of  these  returns  is  to  afford 
distribution  heads  an  opportunity  oi 
checking  the  results  of  outside  pic 
tures  against  Paramount  films.  There 
is  a  strict  rule  in  Paramount  which 
forbids  any  other  information  to  be 
obtained  by  the  sales  department, 
Agnew  contended. 

Pictures  are  bracketed  in  classi 
fications  by  their  drawing  power 
more  than  by  the  money  spent  on 
production,  he  declared.  As  an  ex- 
ample, Agnew  said  that  "Rulers  of 
the  Sea"  was  produced  at  a  "terrific 
cost"  but  had  been  a  "decided  fail 
ure,"  necessitating  a  lowering  of  its 
classification.  Paramount  theaters 
played  a  large  part  in  affording  the 
sales  department  an  opportunity  of 
staging  test  runs  for  classification 
purposes,  Agnew  continued.  Both  he 
and  Sidney  R.  Kent  opposed  double 
features  as  a  "bad  practice."  Agnew 
will   continue   testimony  today. 

Rodgers  concluded  testifying  yes- 
terday by  asserting  that  the  greatest 
advantage  of  affiliation  was  the  fact 
that  the  distributor  could  arrange 
for  his  own  tpe  of  exploitation  by 
an  affiliated  house.  He  said  that 
each  picture  required  unusual  treat- 
ment in  its  advei'tisement  and  that 
independents  created  difficulties  in 
following  instructions  on  exploita- 
tion. As  an  example,  he  pointed  to 
"Pygmalion,"  in  which,  he  said,  only 
affiliates  would  present  the  picture 
to  the  public  "in  our  way." 
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Brit.  Director  Would  Do 
Modernized  "Richard  II 


Negotiations  with  a  major  com- 
pany will  be  started  in  the  near  fu- 
ture by  Ian  McKenzie,  British  direc- 
tor and  Shakespearean  actor,  for 
production  of  Shakespeare's  "Rich- 
aid  III"  in  modern  allegorical  form, 
it  was  learned  yesterday.  McKenzie 
leaves  for  the  Coast  in  the  next  two 
weeks.  He  hopes  to  get  backing  for 
independent  production  if  a  deal 
can't  be  worked  out  with  a  major. 


200  Will  Fete  Chamberlain 

Philadelphia — Testimonial  for  L. 
J.  Chamberlain  to  mark  the  passing 
of  his  30th  year  in  film  biz  will 
attract  200  to  the  Hotel  Warwick 
next  Monday. 


m 
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20-FOX  PROPOSES 
ZANUCK  5-YR.  PACT 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

continuance  of  Zanuck's  present  sal- 
utary of  $225,000  per  year  and  offers 

0  him  an  option  to  purchase  100,000 
[3J  shar  of  common  stock  during  a 
J  seven-year  period  starting  Aug.  22, 

T1940   and   expiring  March   31,   1947, 
^at  a  price  of  $13  per  share,  or  at 
!  a  price  $1  in  excess  of  the  average 
.price  per  share  for  sales  of  the  com- 
mon stock  on  the  last  full  business 
day    on    the    New    York    Stock    Ex- 
change prior  to   the   day  the   stock- 
holders formally  approve  the  grant- 
fflj:ing  of  the  option. 

ion     Purchase  by  Zanuck  of  the  stock 

I;  offered  to  him  under  the  option  clause 

minis  determined  by  a  table  which  stip- 

fl}ulates  the  number  of  shares   he   is 

ic]  able  to  purchase  per  year  during  the 

li  seven-year  period,  and  not  to  exceed 

chpthe  figures  named  as  follows:  Aug. 

422,    1940    to    Aug.    21,    1941,    14,286 

shares;    Aug.   22,   1941   to  Aug.   21, 

1942,  28,572;  Aug.  22,  1942  to  Aug. 

21,    1943,   42,858;    Aug.   22,   1943   to 

Aug.  21,  1944,  57,144;  Aug.  22,  1944 

to   Aug.   21,   1945,   71,430;    Aug.   22, 

1945  to  Aug.  21,  1946,  85,715;   and 

{from    Aug.    22,    1946    to    March    31, 

$1947,   100,000. 

A  contingency  clause  in  the  op- 
tion offer  to  Zanuck  states  that  sur- 
render of  a  cumulative  option  held 
:by  Sidney  R.  Kent  to  purchase  10,- 
.000  shares  of  common  per  year,  with 
rthe  total  not  to  exceed  60,000  shares, 
■  is  required  as  conditional  to  the 
L  granting  of  Zanuck's  option  if  the 
-  matter  is  approved.  It  was  further 
stated  in  the  proxy  statement  that 
Kent  had  advised  the  company  he 
was  willing  to  surrender  his  option 
;when  as  and  if  the  option  is  granted 
to  Zanuck. 

To  Name  12  Directors 
Election  of  12  directors  will  also 
take  place  at  the  meeting,  with  the 

1  present  board  comprised  of:  H.  Don- 
ald Campbell,  John  R.  Dillon,  Wil- 
fred J.  Eadie,  Daniel  O.  Hastings, 
Felix  A.  Jenkins,  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
William  C.  Michel,  William  P.  Phil- 
ips, Hermann  G.  Place,  Seton  Porter, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  Sydney 
Towell  nominated  for  re-election. 

Stockholdings  of  the  company's 
directors  in  the  company  are  listed 
as  follows:  H.  Donald  Campbell, 
6/24ths  shares  of  common  and 
6/12ths  share  pfd.;  John  R.  Dillon, 
1  share  common  and  1  share  pfd.; 
Daniel  O.  Hastings,  1  share  com- 
mon and  no  pfd.;  Felix  A.  Jenkins, 
1  share  common  and  no  pfd.;  Sid- 
ney R.  Kent,  3,155-6/24ths  shares 
common  and  6/12ths  share  pfd.; 
Kent  also  is  listed  as  having  a  bene- 
ficial interest  in  500  shares  of  pfd. 
held  in  trust  for  a  member  of  his 
family;  William  C.  Michel,  1,396- 
6/24ths  shares  common  and  6/12ths 
share  pfd.;  William  P.  Philips,  1 
share  common  and  no  pfd.;  Hermann 
G.  Place,  6/24ths  share  common  and 
6/12ths  share  pfd.;  Seton  Porter, 
876  snares  common  and  no  pfd.;  Jo- 
seph M.  Schenck,  110,042-15/24ths 
shares  common  and  15,283-9/12ths 
shares     pfd.;     Sydney     Towell,     33- 
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That's  Telling  'Em! 

Shickshinny,  Pa. — Final  bill  booked  by 
the  Hoopers  for  their  Peoples'  Theater 
which  passes  to  the  Shickshinny  Theater 
Co.  on  April  1  is  20th-Fox's  "Pack  Up 
Your    Troubles." 


BRONSTON  REPORTED 
TO  HAVE  UA  DEAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

late  steel  magnate,  Charles  Schwab, 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. Other  board  members  include 
Frank  J.  Perry,  son-in-law  of 
Schwab,  John  J.  Bergen,  a  New 
York  banker,  and  William  V.  O'Con- 
nor.  Chief  counsel  is  J.  F.  T.  O'Con- 
nor. 


Altec  Sets  Up  Cincinnati 
District  Under  W.  Conner 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

has  resulted  in  the  following  shifts 
in   personnel,    effective   April   1: 

Warren  Conner,  former  branch 
manager  in  the  Philadelphia  district 
is  appointed  district  manager  of  the 
new  Cincinnati  district.  M.  G. 
Thomas  is  appointed  district  super- 
visor of  this  district.  D.  A.  Peter- 
son and  W.  R.  Widenor  are  appoint- 
ed district  supervisors  in  the  Phila- 
delphia district. 

The  Detroit  district,  which  was  di- 
vided to  set  up  the  Cincinnati  dis- 
trict, remains  under  the  supervision 
of  District  Manager  F.  C.  Dickely. 

New  assignment  for  E.  C.  Shriver, 
formerly  located  in  Cincinnati,  will 
be  announced   shortly. 


12/24ths     shares     common     and     67 
shares  pfd. 

Chase  Holdings  at  33  1/3  P.  C. 

Holdings  of  the  Chase  National 
Bank  in  20th-Fox  stock  at  the  pres- 
ent time  comprise  approximately 
33  1/3  per  cent  of  the  outstanding 
stock  as  follows:  221,157-18/24ths 
shares  common  and  671,915-6/12ths 
shares  pfd.  Next  largest  group  hold- 
ing of  stock  in  the  company  is  by 
William  Goetz,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck 
and  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  approximat- 
ing 19  per  cent  of  the  outstanding 
stock.  Goetz  holds  178,342-15 /24ths 
shares  common  and  55,283-18/24ths 
shares  pfd.  Zanuck  holds  93,129- 
12/24ths  shares  common  and  21,945- 
6/12ths  shares  pfd.,  and  is  also  the 
advisory  committee  to  an  irrevocable 
trust  of  30,000  shares  of  common 
held  for  members  of  the  family,  hav- 
ing the  right  to  vote  the  stock. 
Schenck's  holdings  are  listed  in  the 
directorate  group. 

Salaries  of  Zanuck,  Schenck  and 
Kent  are  also  listed  in  the  report 
sent  to  the  stockholders.  Kent's 
salary  was  $179,370  during  the  last 
fiscal  year.  Zanuck  received  $225,- 
000,  and  Schenck,  board  chairman, 
received  $113,833. 

April  8  has  been  set  as  the  date  of 
record  for  closing  of  the  books  for 
the  determination  of  stockholders 
eligible  to  vote  at  the  meeting. 
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Living  men  entombed  in  ice! 
Doomed  men  dying  in  chambers  of 
horror!  Red-blooded  men,  women 
and    children    chilled    with    thrills 

...at  the  screen's  most  fearsome 
fiend... in  his  most  harrowing  hit! 
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wi.h  Roger  PRYOR  •  Jo  Ann  SAVERS  •  Stanley  BROWN 

Screen   play   by   Karl   Brown    •    Directed   by   NICK   GRiNDE 

A   COLUMBIA   PIC 
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D£*  A  £^ffcrc  T<a|/*  C AmnrAmicci  Washington— RCA,  through  its  attorney,  F.  W.  Wozencraft,  presented  here 
rV^"^V  V^ITCrS  I  eie  V»OmprOmlSe  -  -yesterday  to  FCC  a  television  compromise  proposal,  calling  for  the  Commission 
to  allow  three  existing  tele  stations  to  operate  in  Los  Angeles,  Chicago  and  New  York,  leaving  frequency  modulation  omurijany  rest  of  U.  S. 

DO  not  remove: 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Republic  Revenue  Rose  7  P.  C  to  $7,96%334_  In  1939 

ARBITl  "WITH  TEETH",  CONSENT  PLAN 

IATSE  Decides  Against  Walkout  Call  In  Philadelphia 


Move   to    Support    Musicians 

Seen  as  Violating 

WB  Contracts 

Philadelphia — Following  numerous 
conferences,  the  IATSE  has  decided 
not  to  call  any  walk-out  in  the  Phila- 
delphia area  in  support  of  the  musi- 
cians' dispute  with  Warner  theaters, 
it  was  learned  authoritatively  last 
night. 

What  will  result  from  negotiations 
between  the  musicians  and  Warners 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"REBECCA"  SMASHES 
MUSIC  HALL  RECORD 


At  5  o'clock  last  evening  Radio 
City  Music  Hall's  attendance  records 
had  been  shattered  with  the  opening 
of  "Rebecca."  Between  29,000  and 
30,000  persons  passed  into  the  the- 
ater during  the  day  and  it  was  esti- 
mated that  approximately  15,000 
others  were  turned  away.  Police  as- 
sistance was  necessary  to  handle  the 

(.Continued  on  Page  4) 


Talent  Unions  to  Defer 

Tele  Scale  Establishment 


Talent  unions  are  expected  to  de- 
fer establishment  of  television  scale 
until  the  FCC's  hearing  and  subse- 
quent decision  next  month.  Reps, 
of  AFRA,  Equity,  Chorus  Equity  and 
SAG  comprise  the  committee  which 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Deny  Reports  J.  Roosevelt 
Quitting  Coin   Pix  Venture 

Chicago  —  Reports  that  James 
Roosevelt  was  abandoning  his  film 
vending  machine  venture  were  denied 
yesterday  by  D.  Dollnig,  executive 
of  Mills  Novelty  Co.  Dollnig  said  a 
trade  preview  would  be  held  in  30 
days  and  that  he  expected  deliveries 
to  start  within  two  months. 


CFI  Color  Plant 

Ready,  Says  Yates 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  CFI  president,  yes- 
terday told  stockholders  that  color  costs 
were  some  four  or  five  times  as  much 
as  black  and  white  and  that  Consoli- 
dated had  a  color  plant  set  to  meet 
competition,  ready  for  operation  on  24 
hours  notice,  as  and  when  price  on  color 
comes  down.  Technicolor,  he  said,  had 
not  interfered  with  the  volume  of  CFI 
printing. 


REPORT  CFI  GAINS 
ON  BOTH  COASTS 


Progress  of  Consolidated  Film  In- 
dustries during  1939  was  disclosed  at 
annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
who  re-elected  Herbert  J.  Yates, 
Ralph  I.  Poucher,  W.  W.  Vincent  and 
W.  P.  Stevens  to  serve  as  CFI  di- 
rectors for  a  period  of  three  years 
from  yesterday's  date. 

Ralph  I.  Poucher,  vice-president  of 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Ascap  is  Again  a  Winner 

in  Nebraska  Legal  Fight 

Omaha — State  of  Nebraska's  ap- 
plication for  a  re-hearing  of  the 
Ascap  test  case  was  overruled  yes- 
terday by  the  Federal  Statutory 
Court    of   three   judges   which   orig- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Department  of  Commerce  Proposals  Said  to  Provide 
for  Government  Representation  on  Three- 
Man  Administrative  Board 

By  PRESCOTT  DENNETT.    Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — A  comprehensive  system  of  arbitration  "with 
teeth"  has  been  presented  to  the  film  industry  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  as  one  of  the  features  of  the  departmental 

suggestions  looking  to  settlement  of 
the  New  York  equity  suit  via  the 
consent  decree  route,  it  was  reliably 
reported  here   last  night. 

Arbitration  machinery  administra- 
tion, it  was  said,  would  rest  with  a 
three-man  commission  or  committee, 
on  which  the  Government  would  be 
represented  by  a  Commerce  Depart- 
ment official.  Other  commissioners 
would  represent  the  distributor  and 
exhibitor  groups. 

Whether  the  proposals,  also  under- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


N.E.  ALLIED  LEADER 
ASKS  NEELY  PRESSURE 


Boston  —  Declaring  that  "orders 
have  gone  out  from  New  York  that 
every  exchange  employe  and  every 
circuit  employe  must  write  a  let- 
ter against  the  Neely  Bill  and  must 
induce  five  other  persons  to  do  like- 
wise," Arthur  K.  Howard,  executive 
secretary  of  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  is  waging  a  counter-campaign. 

In   a   letter  to   New   England   ex- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Circuit  Execs,  and  Exhibs. 
at  Luncheon  for  Pasternak 


Universal  was  luncheon  host  at  the 
Astor  yesterday  to  leading  exhibs. 
and  circuit  execs,  in  the  metropolitan 
area  and  trade  press  reps.,  affair  be- 
ing staged  in  honor  of  Joe  Paster- 
nak,   producer    of    Deanna    Durbin's 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


CFTs  Stockholders  Told  Rep.  Pix 
Played  in  12,132  Houses  in  1939 


$2,500,000  Budget  Planned 
for  20-Fox  "Brigham  Young" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— Budget  for  20th-Fox's 
"Brigham  Young"  will  approximate 
$2,500,000,  with  production  period 
probably  spanning  five  months.  Don 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Sharp  upswing  was  registered 
during  1939  in  both  the  U.  S.  and 
foreign  markets  by  Republic  product, 
M.  J.  Siegel,  president  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  Republic  Productions, 
Inc.,  told  CFI  stockholders  at  their 
annual  meeting  here  yesterday. 

Siegel  said  that  the  domestic 
revenue  in  1939  was  $6,169,057,  while 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


LOEWS  INDEBTEDNESS 
IS  SAID  $16,081,000 


Loew's,  Inc.,  yesterday  filed  its  an- 
swers to  Government  equity  suit  in- 
terrogatories in  Federal  Court,  re- 
vealing details  of  its  financial  condi- 
tion. The  answers  were  previously 
sent  to  Washington  for  study  but 
had  not  been  filed. 

Loew's  states  that  it  has  a  fixed 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Kupper  and  Sussman,  Next 
on  Pre-Trial  Exam.  List 


Next  major  execs,  to  be  called  by 
the  D  of  J  for  pre-trial  exam,  in 
the  New  York  equity  suit  will  be 
William  Kupper  and  William  Suss- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Edington  Arrives  Monday 
for  RKO  Product  Confabs 

Harry  Edington,  executive  produc- 
er for  RKO,  arrives  from  the  Coast 
Monday  for  his  first  product  confer- 
ences with  home  office  officials  since 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 10'/2     10%     lOVz   +      'A 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2l/2%) 

Columbia    Picts.    pfd 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.     Fm.     Ind.    pfd..      9%       95/8       9s/s    +      % 

East.     Kodak      1 51  V2   1 51  Vi   1 51  '/2  —     Vl 

do    pfd 

Gen.     Th.     Eq 13  13  13       —     Va 

Loew's,    Inc 36         35%     35%   +     i/4 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7%       7%       75/8     

Paramount    1st    pfd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd. .  .      9%       9>/4       93/8    +      Vs 

Pathe  Film   11%     11         H       —     Vs 

RKO  T/a       1%       1%     

20th    Century-Fox     ..lift     1 1 '/4     1 1 'A  —     'A 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.     23         23  23  

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 109       103!/2  103'/2  —  5V4 

Warner   Bros 3%       3%       3%      

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.   F.   ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3  Vis46 

Para.    B'way   3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 y4s47    87%     86%     87%   +     % 

RKO   6s41     

Warner  Bros."  dbs.  6s48  90         89'/2     89V2  —     % 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1  %       1  %       1  %   +     Vs 

Technicolor    15%     15%     15%   +     % 

Trans-Lux     1%       1%       1%+     % 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...     6%       5%       5%  —     y2 

Universal  Picts 11         11         11       —  1 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe  Film  7  pfd 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45...   73         74 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s   1st  '57 653,4     67% 
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18  Underwriters  to  Market       j  Schine  Mgr.  Goes  to  Court 
Walt  Disney  Stock  Offering        Today  for  "Parole"  Ad  Gag 


Total  of  18  underwriters,  headed 
by  Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.,  will  mark- 
et the  first  public  offering  of  Walt 
Disney  Prod,  stock,  amendment  filed 
to  the  company's  SEC  registration 
statement  discloses. 

The  155,000  shares  of  6  per  cent 
cumulative  convertible  preferred  will 
be  offered  by  the  following  under- 
writers in  the  amounts  indicated: 

Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.,  30,000 
shares;  Harriman,  Ripley  &  Co.,  25,- 
000;  Pacific  Capital  Corporation, 
20,000;  Mitchum,  Tully  &  Co.,  17,- 
000;  William  R.  Staats  Company,  8,- 
000;  W.  E.  Hutton  &  Co.,  Lee  Hig- 
ginson  Corporation,  Graham,  Par- 
sons &  Co.,  Stone  &  Webster  and 
Blodget,  Inc.;  G.  M.-P.  Murphy  & 
Co.,  and  Merrill,  Lynch  &  Co.,  Inc., 
5,000  shares  each;  Alex  Brown  & 
Sons,  Pacific  Company  of  California, 
Baker,  Watts  &  Co.,  4,000  each; 
Schwabacher  &  Co.,  3,000;  Page, 
Hubbard  &  Asche,  2,000;  Moore, 
Leonard  &  Lynch  and  Banks,  Hunt- 
ley &  Co.,  1,500  each. 

The  price  at  which  the  shares  wil 
be  offered  will  be  disclosed  in  an 
amendment  to  the  company's  regis- 
tration statement.  The  prospectus 
is  dated  April  2. 


Columbia  to  Sell  British 

Leigh-Olivier  Pix  Singly 

British  pix,  "Three  Weeks  To- 
gether," which  Columbia  has  ac- 
quired for  late  April  release,  will 
be  sold  individually.  Film's  cast  is 
topped  by  Vivien  Leigh  and  Laur- 
ence Olivier.  Based  on  John  Gals- 
worthy's "The  First  and  the  Last," 
feature  was  released  abroad  as  "21 
Days." 


Ehrlich"  and  "Rebecca" 

Finally  Set  in  Chicago 


Chicago — Loop  booking  jam  will 
be  partly  relieved  as  a  result  of  the 
setting  of  "The  Story  of  Dr.  Ehrlich's 
Magic  Bullet"  into  the  B  &  K  Apol- 
lo, to  follow  "Of  Mice  and  Men," 
and  the  scheduling  of  "Rebecca"  for 
the  United  Artists  theater  to  follow 
"Young  Tom   Edison,"   current. 


Ark.  ITO  Meets  April  28 
at  Little  Rock;  Will  Elect 


Little  Rock,  Ark.— ITO  of  Ark. 
will  hold  its  annual  convention  at 
the  Hotel  Marion  here  April  28-29, 
it  has  been  announced  following  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
here  this  week.  O.  G.  Wren,  Little 
Rock,  is  president;  K.  K.  King, 
Searcy,  secretary,  and  W.  A.  Malin, 
Augusta,  vice  -  president.  Officers 
will  be  elected  at  this  meeting. 


It's  in  Cinecolor 

"New  Hampshire,"  short  pro- 
duced by  Emerson  Yorke  and  dis- 
tributed by  Columbia,  was  photo- 
graphed in  Cinecolor,  not  Cosmo- 
color,  as  credited  in  The  Film 
Daily's  review. 


Gloversville,  N.  Y. — Garson  Jaffa, 
manager  of  the  Cortland  Theater,  is 
expected  to  plead  "guilty  with  ex- 
tenuating circumstances"  today 
when  he  appears  before  a  Cort- 
land judge  on  a  charge  resulting 
from  teaser  ads  on  "Parole  Fixer," 
a  Paramount  picture.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  he  will  make  a  public 
apology  for  the  appearance  of  the 
ads  which  indicated  that  paroles 
could  be  "fixed,"  claiming,  however, 
that  the  idea  originated  in  the  press 
book.  Convicts  at  Attica  prison  be- 
lieved them  to  be  genuine  and  started 
to  raise  a  fund. 

Schine  Enterprises  and  Paramount 
attorneys  are  doing  everything  pos- 
sible to  straighten  out  the  mixup. 


Academy   Award    Featurette 
Ready  May  4;  Free  Trailer 

Warners  will  make  available  a 
free  trailer  announcing  the  four- 
reel  featurette,  "Cavalcade  of  Acad- 
emy Awards"  it  was  learned  yester- 
day. Subject  will  be  released  May 
4.  Among  the  Award  winners  from 
1928  on,  who  are  seen  in  this  film, 
are:  George  Arliss,  Fay  Bainter, 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Warner  Baxter, 
Claudette  Colbert,  Bette  Davis,  Walt 
Disney,  Robert  Donat,  Marie  Dress- 
ier, Clark  Gable,  Judy  Garland,  Ja- 
net Gaynor,  Helen  Hayes,  Katharine 
Hepburn,  Charles  Laughton,  Vivien 
Leigh,  Fredric  March,  Hattie  Mc- 
Daniel,  Victor  McLaglen,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Paul  Muni,  Luise  Rainer, 
Norma  Shearer  and  Spencer  Tracy. 


"Broadway  Melody"  Opens 
to  Strong  Biz  at  Capitol 

"Broadway  Melody  of  1940,"  open- 
ing yesterday  at  the  Capitol,  topped 
biz  done  by  "Babes  in  Arms,"  "The 
Women"  and  "Northwest  Passage," 
all  holdovers  there,  and  ran  even 
with  "Boys'  Town,"  Metro  reported 
last  night. 


"Singapore"  Held  in  18 

Keys,  Moved  Over  in  7 

Paramout's  "Road  to  Singapore," 
has  been  held  over  in  18  key  city 
engagements  and  moved  over  to 
other  theaters  for  extra  playing 
time  in  seven  other  situations,  re- 
ports yesterday  to  home  office  show. 


Chi.  Operators  Union 

Signs  Contract  With  WGN 

Chicago  —  Operators  union  has 
closed  deal  with  Station  WGN  to 
supply  operators  for  films  to  be 
shown  at  its  modern  studio  on  Mich- 
igan Ave. 


Chi.  Union  Exec.  Dies 

Chicago — Joseph  Cohn,  well  known 
union  official  here,  is  dead  from  a 
heart  attack. 


com  i  no  mid  Gome 


FRANK  LLOYD,  director,  and  members  of  the 
cast  of  Columbia's  "Tree  of  Liberty,"  GARY 
GRANT,  SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE,  RICHARD 
CARLSON  and  ALAN  MARSHALL  leave  Holly- 
wood Sunday  for  Williamsburg,  Va.,  to  start 
filming. 

GENE  RAYMOND  is  in  New  York  for  a  week 
of   playgoing. 

WILLIAM  HORNBECK,  film  editor  for  Alex- 
ander Korda,  arrived  in  New  York  ^Mcrday 
on  the  Conte  di  Savoia  en  route  to  r^Hpyood 
to  cut  and  edit  "The  Thief  of   Bagdadl^^ 

JACK  BENNY  leaves  the  Coast  on  April  14 
for  New  York  for  the  premiere  of  his  Para, 
film,  "Buck  Benny  Rides  Again."  He  will  be 
accompanied  by  writers  of  the  story,  WILLIAM 
MORROW  and  EDMUND  BELOIN  and  by  HARRY 
BALDWIN  and  HILLARD  MARX.  The  following 
day  cast  members,  ELLEN  DREW,  ANDY  DEVINE, 
PHIL  HARRIS,  DENNIS  DAY  and  ROCHESTER 
will    entrain    for    New    York. 

HAROLD  RODNER  of  Warners'  New  York 
office  left  the  Coast  last  night  on  his  return 
to  New  York  after  completing  the  Will  Rogers 
Memorial  Reel. 

MRS.  KNUTE  ROCKNE  of  South  Bend,  Ind., 
is  leaving  for  the  Coast  to  consult  with  War- 
ner Bros,  executives  on  the  film  to  be  made 
on   Knute   Rockne's   life. 

JACK  FLYNN,  M-G-M  district  manager  in 
Chicago,  has  returned  there  from  his  annual 
Florida    vacation. 

PERRY  C.  HOEFFLER,  Great  States  district 
manager  in  Quincy,  III.,  and  his  wife  have  re- 
turned there  after  a  vacation  in  the   East. 

CAPT.  JOHN  PROUT,  technical  adviser  on 
Warners'  "Fighting  69th,"  has  arrived  in  Holly- 
wood from  New  York  and  will  negotiate  with 
Warners  for  technical  work  on  a  new  produc- 
tion. 

MADELEINE  WHITE,  secretary  to  Prexy  W. 
Ray  Johnston  of  Monogram,  and  HAZEL  BEN- 
TON of  National  Theaters'  statistical  depart- 
ment, sail  today  on  the  Amazone  on  a  24-day 
trip   to    the   West    Indies. 

M.  J.  SIEGEL,  president  and  board  chairman 
of  Republic  Productions,  leaves  New  York  for 
the    Coast    this    week-end. 

A.  A.  SCHUBART,  manager  of  exchange  opera- 
tions for  RKO  Radio,  leaves  New  York  today 
for  a  two-week  vacation  in  Florida,  accom- 
panied   by   his   wife. 

C.  M.  CUTLER  and  H.  J.  CHANON  of  the 
lamp  department  of  General  Electric,  return 
to  Cleveland  today  from  a  New  York  business 
visit. 

NAT  SALAND,  president  of  Mercury  Film 
Laboratories,  flies  from  the  Coast  today  and 
will  arrive  in  New  York  tomorrow. 


Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 
to   the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

MARCH  29 
Warner  Baxter  Dennis    O'Keefe 

Robert   Sis*  Carl    Nielsen 

Arthur  Caesar  Joseph  Cawthorn 

J.   E.  Atterson 

MARCH  30 
Anna    Q.    Nilsson  Martin   George   Smith 

MARCH  31 
Victor    Varconi  Eddie   Quillan 

Clifford    Brooke  John  Harron 
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AND  NOTE  THIS!  "Rebecca"  is  the  biggest 
build-up  picture  in  recent  years.  Following 
smash  Easter  Monday  19  theatres  in!7cities 
without  exception,  did  even  bigger  busi- 
ness Tuesday...  a  total  of  143%  of  Monday! 


Friday,  March  29,  1940 


REP.  REVENUE  ROSE 
7%  TO  $7,962,334 


(Continued  from  Page  1^ 

$1,793,277  was  derived  from  foreign 
sources,  or  a  world-wide  revenue  of 
$7,962,334,  whereas  in  1938  world- 
wide revenue  was  $7,399,850.  Hence, 
the  world  increase  in  1939  was  $562,- 
484,  or  approximately  seven  per 
cent. 

Production  Costs  Lowered 

Production  costs  at  the  studios, 
Siegel  stated,  were  brought  down 
from  32 y2  per  cent  in  1938  to  29  7/10 
per  cent  in  1939. 

Despite  the  outbreak  of  war  in 
Europe,  Republic's  revenue  from  the 
British  Isles  showed  a  boost  in  1939 
over  1938,  and  Siegel  asserted  that 
he  looks  for  a  further  gain  in  1940, 
despite  hostilities.  World  sales 
should  also  be  greater,  he  added. 

Executive  strength  of  James  R. 
Grainger  and  the  productivity  of 
sales  policies  set  up  by  him  are  seen 
largely  accountable  for  the  increased 
number  of  outlets  Republic  attrac- 
tions played  in  1939,  which  totaled 
12,132  U.  S.  theaters,  compared  with 
10,856  in  1938. 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  CFI  president, 
told  the  stockholders  that  he  expects 
Republic  to  show  a  profit  this  year. 
He  said  that  foreign  business  is  some 
18  per  cent  of  Republic's  present 
total. 

$3,250,000  Loan  from  CFI 

In  response  to  questions  from 
stockholders,  Yates  declared  that  the 
stock  investment  of  CFI  in  Republic 
amounts  to  $900,000,  and  that  48  per 
cent  of  Republic's  stock  is  owned  by 
CFI.  The  $900,000  is  represented 
by  150,000  shares  at  $5,  and  75,000 
at  $2.  The  52  per  cent  remaining 
interest  in  Republic  is  owned  prin- 
cipally by  Cajo  Co.,  Inc.,  Setay  Corp., 
and  Nat  Levine.  A  loan  by  CFI  to 
Republic,  amounting  to  some  $3,250,- 
000,  is  less  than  a  year  old.  Repub- 
lic's pointing  in  1939  represented 
about  18  per  cent  of  CFI  volume. 


Ascap  is  Again  a  Winner 

in  Nebraska  Legal  Fight 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

inally  enjoined  the  State  from  en- 
forcing the  anti-Ascap  law.  The 
court  issued  no  opinion  in  handing 
down  its  decision.  The  application 
had  been  argued  earlier  in  the  week. 
It  is  understood  that  the  State 
may  carry  the  fight  to  uphold  the 
constitutionality  of  the  statute  to 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  but  in 
the  absence  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
tral  from  Lincoln,  no  statement  was 
obtainable. 


Car  Hurts  Kill  Harris 

Manila  (By  Cable) — Injuries  suf- 
fered in  a  motor  crash  proved  fatal 
to  Goerge  F.  Harris,  Philippine  film 
industry  pioneer. 

Theater  for  Snug  Harbor 

Sailors  Snug  Harbor  will  erect  a 
theater  building  at  W.  8th  and 
Greene   Sts. 


with  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     WHEN  W.  S.  Gilbert  lyriced:  "The  flowers  that  bloom  in  the 

Spring,  Tra  la.  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  case" he  couldn't  have 

been    thinking    of    springtime    in    filmland 'cause    when    cinematic 

flowers  bloom  at  this  season it  has  something  very  definite   to  do 

with  the  case of  Mr.  Exhibitor Witness,  for  example,  the  bunch 

of   feature   flora   emerging    from   RKO   Radio which    is    tagged    to 

bring  the  sweet  perfumes  of  profits  to  circuits   and  indie  exhibs.   every- 
where   

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     VERY  properly,  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  belongs  in 

t,his  Spring  list 'cause  to  date  it  has  only  played  a  few  stands 

on  both  seaboards  and  situations  here  and  there  in  the  Mid-West 

and  South As  far  as  this   corner  can   ascertain such 

showings  were  all  at  advanced  scales and  now  the  attraction 

is  going  to  virtually  the  nation  at  large for  pop-price  exhibi- 
tion  Few  pictures  of  this  or  any  other  season  are  as  inspiring 

and  magnetic Then,  too,  there's  "Primrose  Path" which 

is  one  of  the  first  Spring  offerings  in  more  than  one  sense  of  the 

word  "first" It's  top-rung  entertainment,  with  Ginger  Rogers 

and  Joel  McCrea  at  their  best 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     APRIL  will  see  two  more  screen-opus  showers  from  RKO .... 

"A  Bill  of  Divorcement"  (tentative  title),  on  the  12th  of  the  month 

and  "Irene"  on  the  26th,  most  probably Still  two  more  are  comin' 

in   May "My   Favorite   Wife"    on   the    3rd and   "Tom   Brown's 

School  Days"  on  the  10th Subsequently,  Mr.  Exhibitor  gets  "Lucky 

Partners"   and  "Anne   of  Windy   Poplars" Make   no  mistake   about 

it the  KO  in  RKO  means  "KnockOuts" this  here  Spring! 


'Rebecca"  Smashes  Record 
Music  Hall  Attendance 


Kupper  and  Sussman,  Next 
on  Pre-Trial  Exam.  List 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

crowds,  credited  to  the  strong  adver- 
tising and  publicity  campaign  staged 
by    UA. 

The  reserved  seat  sections  are  sold 
out  through  next  Monday  and  hold- 
ers of  such  tickets  were  being  offered 
a  profit  on  their  reservations  for  last 
night's  performances. 

Records  also  were  broken  at  the 
Boyd  Theater,  Philadelphia,  accord- 
ing to  Harry  Gold,  Eastern  general 
sales  manager  of  Untied  Artists.  An 
unusual  angle  on  the  apparent  suc- 
cess of  the  picture  is  the  fact  that 
it  is  playing  day  and  date  in  four 
Miami  theaters. 


Edington  Arrives  Monday 
for  RKO  Product  Confabs 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

assuming  his  post.  Erich  Pommer, 
who  will  produce  a  series  for  RKO 
next  season,  and  S.  Barret  McCor- 
mick,  advertising  and  publicity  chief, 
also  arrive  from  Hollywood  Monday. 

Metro,  NSS  Quints  to  Play 

Metro  and  National  Screen's  fives 
clash  tomorrow  night,  with  the  bas- 
ketball game  to  be  followed  by  a 
dance  at  the  Riverside  Plaza  Hotel. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

man  of  20th-Fox,  whose  testimony 
will  be  taken  next  Wednesday. 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th-Fox  pro- 
duction chief,  and  Adolph  Zukor, 
Para,  board  chairman,  also  may  be 
called  during  the  coming  week,  it 
was  said  yesterday.  A.  Montague, 
Columbia  sales  head,  is  scheduled 
for  an   appearance   Thursday. 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  Para,  sales  chief, 
vesterlay  completed  his  testimony  by 
listing  all  Para,  first-run  accounts 
in  36  keys.  Paramount  has  made 
very  few  changes  in  first-run  the- 
aters,  Agnew  said. 

Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
will  hear  applications  today  by  de- 
fendants in  the  suit  for  an  order  di- 
recting the  Government  to  file  fur- 
ther answers  to  consolidated  inter- 
rogatories. The  question  of  a  pre- 
trial conference  will  also  be  dis- 
cussed. 


20th-Fox  to  Start  Four 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Twentieth-Fox  will 
send  four— "The  Brat,"  "The  Great 
Commandment,"  Technicolor  produc- 
tion; "Elsa  Maxwell's  Public  Deb. 
No.  1"  and  "Pier  13"— before  the 
cameras  in  April.  Studio  has  six 
now  in  work. 


REPORT  CFI  GAINS 
ON  BOTH  COASTS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

CFI,  elaborating  on  the  company's 
annual  report  for  the  year  ended 
Dec.  31,  which  showed  a  $628,297.11 
net,  after  charges,  as  against  $616,- 
696.94  for  1938,  asserted  that  net 
sales  in  the  East  on  35  mm.  opera- 
tions totaled  $4,216,392  in  1939  Ai- 
pared  with  $4,149,791  the  preURs 
year,  and  that  16  mm.  operations  in 
1939  were  $68,824  as  against  $57,- 
519  in  1938,  or  a  16  mm.  operations 
gain  of  approximately  20  per  cent. 
$1,057,936   Coast   Income 

The  Hollywood  plant  of  CFI,  in 
black-and-white  film  operations  dur- 
ing 1939,  had  an  income  of  $1,057,- 
936  as  compared  to  $898,780  in  1938. 
There  was  no  16  mm.  sales  in  1938 
there,  Poucher  said,  but  in  1939  the 
sum  of  $2,367  was  realized. 

Total  sales,  he  asserted,  amounted 
to  $6,183,305  in  1939  as  against  $5,- 
921,489,  including  various  sources  of 
revenue,  of  which  Magnacolor  pro- 
vided some  $14,541  as  compared  to 
$26,571  in  1938. 

Poucher  also  outlined  improve- 
ments effected  in  both  the  Fort  Lee 
and  Hollywood  plants.  These  in- 
cluded the  stepping-up  of  personnel 
efficiency;  employment  of  ultra-vio- 
let light  in  the  laboratories,  and  of 
a  highly  economical  system  of  silver 
recovery,  which  is  claimed  to  be 
more  efficient  than  any  being  utilized 
in  the  industry.  Plans  have  been 
made,  he  added,  to  co-ordinate  the 
operations  of  the  East  and  West 
Coast  photo  still  plants  on  April  15. 

As  to  company  business  since  Jan. 
1  of  this  year,  Poucher  characterized 
it  as  "favorable,"  and  disclosed  that 
the  Fort  Lee  plant  during  March 
hit  a  production  high  of  30,000,000 
feet  of  film,  a  sum  greater  than  any 
previous  month  for  this  lab. 

$5,973,225  Assets  Reported 

The  annual  report  for  the  year 
1939  shows  total  current  and  work- 
ing assets  of  CFI  amounting  to  $5,- 
973,225.77;  properties  and  plants, 
$3,892,577.54,  after  deducting  re- 
serves for  depreciation  in  the  amount 
of  $1,595,206.23.  Prints  and  nega- 
tives were  set  at  $233,346.89. 

Directors  of  CFI  are  following  a 
conservative  policy  and  feel  that 
working  capital  should  be  conserved, 
Prexy  Yates  stated,  in  replying  to 
a  question  as  to  when  dividends  on 
preferred  and  common  will  be  paid. 
He  expressed  the  hope  such  dividends 
may  be  paid  in  a  year  or  two  if 
present  progress  is  not  arrested. 
Re-capitalization  In  Summer? 

M.  H.  Lavenstein  told  stockhold- 
ers that  no  re-capitalization  plan 
had  yet  materialized,  because  the 
validity  of  such  a  plan  has  not  been 
sustained  by  Delaware  courts,  but  it 
appears  that  a  decision  may  be  ex- 
pected in  about  six  months  which 
will  clarify  the  situation. 


Fourth  for  "Singapore" 

N.  Y.  Paramount  will  hold  "Road 
to  Singapore"  and  Tommy  Dorsey's 
band  for  a  fourth  week. 


HOT! 

That  ticket 
machine  at  the 
(Sig  Capitol! 
Busiest  on 
Broadway 
yesterday! 

HIT! 

Opening  day  of  M-G-M's 
BROADWAY  MELODY 
OF  1940"  terrific! 

—  beat  "Northwest  Passage 

—  beat  "The  Women" 
-beat  "Babes  In  Arms 

—  equals  "Boys  Town 

HOORAY! 
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:ank  morgan,  ian  hunter,  Florence 

creen  Play  by  Leon  Gordon  and  George 
Oppenheimer.  Lyrics  and  Music  by  Cole  Porter.  Directed  by  Norman 
Taurog.  Produced  by  Jack  Cummings.  A  Metro-Goldwyn-f 


"Sift*- 

V*  DAILY 


Friday,  March  29,  1940 


LOEW'S  INDEBTEDNESS! End  of  Blind  Selling,  Limited  Block 
IS  SAID  $16,081,000  Booking  Said  in  D  of  C  Consent  Plan 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
indebtedness  of  $16,081,000  and  no 
current  outstanding  loans.  The  in- 
debtedness consists  of  $3,750,000  in 
2%  per  cent  notes  maturing  in  1944 
and  payable  at  the  rate  of  $375,000 
semi-annually  beginning  Feb.  1,  1940. 
In  addition,  the  answers  state  there 
is  outstanding  $12,331,000  in  3Y2  per 
cent  sinking  fund  debentures,  matur- 
ing in  1946,  for  the  purchase  or  re- 
demption of  which  semi-annual  pay- 
ments  of  $375,000  are  being  made 
into  a  sinking  fund. 

There  are  4,000,000  shares  of  com- 
mon stock  authorized,  with  1,665,713 
outstanding  and  also  an  authorized 
issuance  of  300,000  shares  of  $6.50 
cumulative  preferred  stock  with  136,- 
722  shares  outstanding. 

Loew's  employs  12,281  persons,  di- 
vided into  4,881  in  production,  2,283 
in  distribution  and  5,117  in  exhibi- 
tion. All  other  answers  dealing  with 
figures  were  made  confidential. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 


NO  IATSE  WALKOUT 
CALL  IN  PHILADELPHIA 


New  England  Allied  Exec. 
Calls  for  Neely  Pressure 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

hibitors,  Howard  wrote  that  it  was 
"up  to  you  to  get  busy  and  defeat 
this  campaign  by  pointing  out  to 
your  Congressmen  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  independent  exhibitors, 
with  their  home-owned  theaters,  is 
more  important  to  the  welfare  of 
their  constituents  than  the  protec- 
tion of  the  monopolistic  practices 
of  the  motion  picture  trust." 


$2,500,000  Budget  Planned 
for  20-Fox  "Brigham  Young" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Ameche  may  play  Joseph  Smith  to 
Dean  Jagger's  Brigham  Young. 
Others  in  the  cast  will  include  Jane 
Darwell,  John  Carradine,  Dorris 
Bowden;  another  lead  will  go  to 
either  Mary  Astor  or  Kay  Francis, 
it  is  reported. 

Talent  Unions  to  Defer 

Tele  Scale  Establishment 


stood  to  contain  provisions  for  the 
elimination  of  blind-selling,  restric- 
tions on  block-selling  via  provision 
for  possibly  maximum  units  of  five 
or  six  trade  showings  in  each  ex- 
change district,  mandatory  leasing 
by  districts  and  other  "reforms," 
will  get  to  first  base,  however,  still 
remains  anybody's  guess. 

Proposals  Said  Second  Draft 
It  is  reported  that  the  proposals 
now  being  studied  by  the  majors, 
defendants  in  the  suit,  represent  a 
second  draft,  the  first  being  found 
unsatisfactory  several  weeks  ago. 
They  supposedly  embody  the  views 
of  industry  executives  who  have,  for 
more  than  a  year,  been  Department 
of  Commerce  callers  from  time  to 
time. 

It  is  further  emphasized  here  that 
more  than  defense  acceptance  is 
necessary  to  make  the  proposals  the 
basis  for  a  consent  decree.  Approval 
of  the  Department  of  Justice,  of 
Federal  Judge  Henry  Goddard,  as- 
signed to  try  the  case,  and,  at  least 
indirectly,  of  the  indies  whose  com- 
plaints support  the  Government's 
case — all  are  as  essential. 

It  is  understood  that  the  pres- 
ent proposals  make  no  mention 
of  divorcement,  avowedly  prim- 
ary objective  of  the  suit.  The 
Department  of  Justice's  reaction 
to  that  omission  is  not  indi- 
cated. In  sounding  the  projected 
Code's  death  knell  on  Aug.  17 
last,  Arnold  reaffirmed  the  posi- 
tion that  divorcement  must  be 
obtained. 

According  to  sources  close  to  the 
newest  moves  looking  to  a  settle- 
ment of  the  suit,  the  key  to  the  pro- 
posals is  found  in  the  arbitration 
provisions,  which,  it  is  understood, 
provide  for  designation  by  the  Amer- 
ican Arbitration  Society  of  panels  of 
neutral  arbitrators  in  each  exchange 
district.  A  single  arbitrator  prob- 
ably would  be  assigned  to  each  dis- 
pute. 

For  Appeal  Board  of  Three 
The  contemplated  setup,  it  is  re- 
ported,   calls    for    a    three-member 


arbitration  appeal  board,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Court,  who  also  will 
designate  the  chairman. 

Under  the  system  said  to  be  sug- 
gested, exhibitors  entitled  to  arbi- 
trate under  the  terms  of  the  consent 
decree,  should  one  materialize,  may 
require  the  distributor  to  arbitrate 
by  notifying  the  district  arbitrator 
board.  Provision  is  made,  it  is  under- 
stood, for  appointment  of  a  neutral 
arbitrator  by  the  board  chairman 
should  the  parties  to  the  dispute  be 
unable  to  agree.. 

"Teeth"  are  said  assured  by  provi- 
sion for  arbitrator  authority  not  only 
to  award  costs  against  either  party 
or  to  apportion  them  but  for  penali- 
zation in  the  form  of  liquidated  dam- 
ages. The  exhibitor  found  by  the 
arbitrator  to  have  instituted  proceed- 
ings for  their  "nuisance"  value  would 
face  penalization  similarly  under  the 
proposed  plan,  it  is  reported. 
Drawn  on  Code  Concessions 

It  is  understood  that  the  propos- 
als embrace,  in  at  least  substance, 
many  of  the  concessions  which  were 
features  of  the  trade  code,  adoption 
of  which  was  vetoed  by  Thurman 
Arnold,  Assistant  Attorney  General 
in  mid-August. 

These,  presumably,  would  include 
forced  selling  of  shorts,  newsreels 
and  trailers,  guarantees  against  sep- 
arate score  charges,  provision  for 
cancellation  of  pictures  deemed  local- 
ly objectionable,  etc. 

It  is  also  proposed,  it  is  under- 
stood, that  contracts  specify  any  pre- 
ferred playing  time  and  that  commit- 
ments shall  hold  competitive  re- 
strictions to  clearance. 

Sales  contracts,  it  is  understood, 
would  contain  clauses  making  mand- 
atory arbitration  by  distributors  of 
disputes  arising  from  alleged  un- 
reasonable clearance,  over-buying 
and  contentions  that  prior  runs  are 
delaying  playdates.  Presumably, 
discriminatory  charges  by  indies 
against  ch'cuits  also  would  be  sub- 
ject to  arbitration,  but  informing 
sources  profess  to  lack  definite  in- 
formation. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
has  been  making  an  extensive  study 
preliminary   to   setting   up   working- 
conditions  and  rates  to  govern  tele 
performances. 

$7,500  More  for  Alger 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday granted  George  W.  Alger, 
former  special  master  in  RKO  pro- 
ceedings, $7,500  as  a  final  allow- 
ance for  services  in  that  matter. 
Alger  previously  received  $34,500 
in    ad    interim    allowances. 

Artkino  In  New  Offices 

Artkino  Pictures,  distributors  of 
Soviet  films  for  North  and  South 
America,  have  leased  space  on  the 
10th  floor  of  the  Powers  Building, 
723  Seventh  Avenue,  and  are  moving 
into  their  new  offices  today. 


100  Bookers  Attend  Dinner 
for  Max  Factor  at  Chicago 

Chicago — More  than  100  bookers 
from  Chicago  and  nearby  territory, 
attended  the  testimonial  dinner  at 
the  Congress  Hotel,  to  Max  Factor, 
Great  States  booker,  who  has  joined 
the  Pioneer  Theater  circuit,  as  as- 
sistant to  Prexy  Harold  Field.  The 
boys  presented  Max  with  a  desk  set. 
Among  the  out  of  town  bookers 
present,  were  Rolland  Viner  of  the 
Anderson  circuit,  Russell  Hurt  of 
the  Alger  Theaters,  Sam  Traynor 
of  the  Bailey  chain  and  Harry 
Grampp  of  the  Hainline  circuit. 
Harry  James,  United  Artists  booker, 
presided  at  the  dinner. 


Windsor  Cleric  Turning 

Producer;  $100,000  B.  R. 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Claiming  $100,000 
financing  pledged  for  the  venture, 
the  Rev.  R.  Anderson  Jardine,  Brit- 
ish cleric  who  married  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Windsor,  plans  to  turn 
film  producer.  Tentative  title  of  first 
pix  is  "Miss  Spiritual  America."  The 
cleric  says  he  will  discuss  a  plan  to 
produce  in  the  East  with  Mayor  La- 
Guardia  in  New  York  next  week. 


1,417  "GWTW"  Dates 

Addition  of  30  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  engagements  yesterday 
brought  the  total  to  1,417  in  1,288 
cities. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

is  unknown,  although  confabs  are 
still  being  held.  However,  it  has 
been  decided  definitely  by  the  IATSE 
that  any  move  on  their  part  to  strike 
members  would  be  inequitable  to 
their  contracts  with  the  Waiflr  cir- 
cuit. 


Circuit  Execs,  and  Exhibs. 
at  Luncheon  for  Pasternak 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

seven  hits,  discoverer  of  Gloria  Jean 
and  the  man  who  re-established 
Marlene  Dietrich  as  a  box  office  at- 
traction. 

Introduced  by  William  A.  Scully, 
general  sales  manager,  Pasternak 
spoke  briefly,  saying  that  without 
the  company's  co-op  from  exhibs., 
his  work  would  have  meant  little. 
He  said  he  wasn't  going  to  pledge 
"million  dollar  or  two  million  dol- 
lar" productions,  but  rather  films 
that  would  attract  "25,  40  and  50 
cents"  to  the  box  office. 

At  the  center  table,  with  Paster- 
nak, were  seated  Nate  Blumberg,  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  William  A.  Scully, 
William  J.  Heineman,  Joe  Seidel- 
man,  John  J.  O'Connor,  Fred  Meyers, 
John  Wright,  Arthur  Mayer,  Harry 
Brandt  and  Clayton  Bond. 

Amonj  theater  men  who  attended  were: 

John  J.  O'Connor,  Fred  Mevers,  Max  Fel- 
lerman  and  Harry  Mandel,  RKO;  Oscar  A. 
Doob  and  Eugene  Picker,  Loew's;  George 
Skouras,  John  Benas,  William  Powers,  Mil- 
ton Hossfeld,  William  White  and  E.  Zabei, 
Skouras  Theaters;  Clayton  Bond,  Ed  Hinchy, 
Leonard  Schlesinger,  Don  Jacocks,  Harry  Gold- 
berg and  I.  J.  Hoffman,  Warners;  Fred 
Schwartz,  Sam  Goodman  and  Al  Hovel,  Cen- 
tury   Theaters. 

Also  Leo  Justin  and  Morris  Jacks,  Walter 
Reade  Theaters;  William  P.  Phillips,  United 
Artists  Theaters  and  John  Wright  and  James 
Dunn,  Rivoli;  Joseph  M.  Seider,  Prudential 
Circuit;  Arthur  Mayer,  Rialto;  Leo  Brecher, 
Plaza;  Joe  Philipson,  Paramount  Theaters, 
Sam  Rinzler,  Irving  Kaplan  and  Manny 
Frisch  of  Randforce:  J.  J.  Thompson,  Cocalis 
Theaters. 

Also  Si  Fabian.  Harry  Brandt,  Jack  Hat- 
tem,    Harold    Eskin,    Harry   Katz. 

Trade  press  was  represented  by  Terry  Ram- 
saye.  Motion  Picture  Herald;  Sherwin  Kane, 
Motion  Picture  Daily;  Don  Mersereau,  Chester 
B.  Bahn  and  Al  Steen,  Film  Daily;  Ben 
Shlyen,  Red  Kann  and  Bill  Ornstein,  Box- 
office;  Chick  Lewis  and  Tom  Kennedy,  Show- 
men's Trade  Review;  John  Flinn,  Variety; 
Herman  Schleier  and  Jack  Harrison,  Holly- 
wood Reporter;  Lionel  Toll,  Independent; 
Paul  Greenhalgh  and  Lou  Mentlick,  The  Ex- 
hibitor. 

Universal  Home  Office  was  also  represented 
by  C.  D.  Prutzman,  S.  Machnovitch,  Peyton 
Gibson,  F.  T.  Murray,  J.  J.  Jordan,  Leo 
Abrams,  Louis  Pollock,  Hank  Linet,  Morris 
Alin,  Andy  Sharick,  Barney  Goodkind,  E. 
Winer,  D.  A.  Levy.  Max  Cohen,  C.  C.  Mar- 
gon    and    Fortunat    Baronat. 


Maternity  Center  Ass'n 

Critical  of  Gov't  Feature 


Maternity  Center  Association  of 
New  York  raps  the  U.  S.  Film  Ser- 
vice's feature,  "The  Fight  for  Life," 
as  "fear  provoking"  in  a  statement. 
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"VASTLY  ENTERTAINING  . . .  The  chances  are  slim  that  we  will  see  a 
better  screen  achievement  the  rest  of  this  year"-  N.Y.  Herald-Tribune 
"DEEPLY  MOVINC.One  of  the  tenderest,  funniest  pictures  of  the  year" 
-N.Y.  Sun  . .  ."ARTFUL  ROMANTIC  COMEDY. . . Trips  its  way  blithely, 
briskly,  humorously  and  cannily"-  N.  Y.  Times  . .  ."ROBUST  COMEDY, 
brought  out  superbly  by  Gregory  La  Cava"-  N.  Y.  World -Telegram. 
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THEATERS 

•     LIGHTING 

•     COOLING  —  HEATING 

•     PROJECTION 


EQUIP 


VALLEN'S  EQUIPMENT 
IN  GROWING  DEMAND 


Vallen,  Inc.,  of  Akron,  O.,  manu- 
facturers of  noiseless  all-steel  cur- 
tain tracks  and  automatic  controls, 
reports  growing  demand  for  its 
devices  on  the  part  of  all  sizes  and 
types  of  film  theaters. 

Theater  architects,  too,  it  is  as- 
serted, are  extending  the  voluntary- 
practice  of  specifying  Vallen  tracks 
and  controls  both  on  new  film  house 
construction  and  remodeling  jobs. 

The  Vallen  line  makes  available 
to  motion  picture  houses  tracks  and 
controls  which  are  precision-built  for 
smooth,  fool-proof  and  trouble-proof 
operation.  Durable,  strong,  and  ac- 
curate in  every  detail,  the  devices  are 
serving  many  of  the  leading  circuit 
and  indie  houses  in  every  section  of 
the  U.  S. 

One  of  the  outstanding  additions 
recently  to  the  Vallen  line  is  its  new 
No.  11  Aero  Speed  Control. 


Heidt  Forms  Seating  Co. 

Detroit — Service  Seating  Co.  is  be- 
ing organized  by  John  Heidt  at  497 
Prentis  St.  Company  will  handle  all 
types  of  service  and  repairs  on  the- 
ater seating. 


C.  ROSS 

for 
MOTION    PICTURE 
LIGHTING  EQUIPMENT 

RENTALS: 

A  full  line  of  modern  equipment  to- 
gether with  a  staff  of  trained  men  to 
handle  any  job  large  or  small  any  time, 
anywhere.  Generator  trucks,  searchlights 
and  floodlights,  for  premieres  and  gen- 
eral   lighting   activities. 

SALES: 

Everything  in  the  line  of  equipment 
for  motion  picture  and  photographic 
studios. 

SERVICE: 

We  are  prepared  to  offer  the  finest 
service,  equipment  and  technical  advice 
obtainable  in  the  East.  Your  require- 
ments taken  care  of  to  the  last  minute 
detail. 

As  Sole  Eastern  Distributors,  we 
carry  the  full  and  complete  line 
of  equipment  manufactured  by:—- 

MOLE- RICHARDSON   CO. 

Hollywood,    California 
Incomparable    Lighting   Equipment 

Estimates   Cheerfully  Given 

Let    V*    Enlighten    You    On    Your 
Lighting    Problems 

CHARLES  ROSS,  INC. 

244-50   WEST   49th    ST.,    N.    Y.    C. 
Telephones:  Circle  6-5470-1-2 


Netv  Kroehler  Seats 
End  'Lost9  Nuisance 

Detroit  —  Installation  of  the  first 
Kroehler  push-back  seats  in  Michigan 
has  had  unexpected  results  at  the  Adams 
Theater  in  eliminating  almost  entirely 
the  nuisance  of  lost  articles,  according 
to   Manager   Charles  C.    Perry. 

"Standing  up  to  allow  other  patrons 
to  pass  to  nearby  seats  is  a  thing  of  the 
past  with  the  new  seats,"  Perry  said. 
"Since  there  is  no  standing,  there  is  no 
scrambling  about  for  lost  articles,  and 
this  worry  is  largely  overcome  as  a 
result." 


EASTMAN  AND  RGA  ADD 
TO  DISPLAYS  AT  FAIR 
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Rapid  Marketing  Strides 
Reported  by  Filmsets,  Inc. 

Filmsets,  Inc.,  of  Chicago,  New 
York  and  Oakland,  of  which  the 
DeVry  Corp.  of  Chicago  is  acting 
as  Mid-West  distributor  only,  re- 
ports rapid  strides  in  the  marketing 
"Filmsets  in  Geography"  to  U.  S. 
schools  for  visual  education  in  this 
subject. 

The  first  series  of  Filmsets  con- 
tain 48  units,  consisting  of  films 
housed  in  interlocking  and  self- 
humidizing  units,  each  with  separate 
compartments  for  16  mm.  reels.  The 
units  cover  every  major  region  and 
every  major  product  and  industry 
in  the  world. 

Filmsets  enable  the  average  school 
to  own  and  install  a  complete  and 
permanent  motion  picture  library  for 
its  own  exclusive  use  at  a  cost  less 
than  its  film  rentals,  the  organiza- 
tion points  out. 


Murray  in  GE  Sales  Post 

Don  J.  Murray  has  been  appointed 
sales  manager  for  General  Electric 
conduit  products,  with  headquarters 
at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  according  to  an 
announcement  this  week  by  the  com- 
pany's construction  materials  divi- 
sion. He  was  formerly  district  rep- 
resentative for  wiring  materials  at 
Los  Angeles,  where  he  has  been  for 
the  past  three  years. 


Eastman  Kodak  Co.  and  RCA  have 
effected  extensive  additions  and  im- 
provements to  their  respective  dis- 
plays for  the  1940  edition  of  the 
New  York  World's  Fair. 

At  the  RCA  exhibit  a  new  200- 
seat  television  theater  will  enable 
visitors  to  see  how  television  pro- 
grams are  produced  and  broadcast. 
Plans  for  the  structure,  a  special 
two-story  addition  to  the  present 
building,  also  provide  for  10  tele- 
vision receiving  stations,  fitted  out 
as  living  rooms,  enabling  visitors  to 
view  television  reception  under  home 
conditions. 

Changes  in  the  Eastman  Kodak 
exhibit  include  a  new  foyer  and  en- 
trance to  the  Hall  of  Color,  where 
11  twin  projectors  will  present  un- 
usual photographic  effects  and  "trick 
photography"  on  a  screen  187  feet 
long  and  22  feet  high.  A  special 
salon  is  being  constructed  in  the 
Hall  of  Light  for  a  continuous  dis- 
play of  feminine  fashions. 
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Certain-teed  Products 

Sales  Up  6  P.  C.  in  1939 

Report  of  Certain-teed  Products 
Corp.,  and  wholly-owned  subsidiaries, 
manufacturers  of  building  materials 
widely  used  in  motion  picture  thea- 
ter construction,  shows  for  the  year 
ended  Dec.  31,  after  deductions,  a 
net  profit  to  surplus  amounting  to 
$348,099,  equal  to  $4.76  a  share  on 
73,069  shares  of  6  per  cent  cumula- 
tive prior  preference  stock  on  which 
dividend  accumulations  amount  to 
$1,205,643,  or  $16.50  per  share. 

Net  sales  for  1939  of  Certain-teed 
Products  Corp.  amounted  to  $15,516,- 
550  compared  with  $14,625,882  in 
1938,  a  gain  of  slightly  more  than 
six  per  cent. 
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Equipment  Edit 

ALTHOUGH  the  principle  of 
activating  fluorescent  media 
with  "near"  ultra-violet  light, — 
popularly  known  as  "black  light," — 
has  been  known  to  science  for  some 
time,  the  application  of  this  phe- 
nomenon to  the  modern  motion  pic- 
ture theater  is  only  just  beginning 
to  emerge. 

For  some  years,  intensive  research 
along  this  line  has  been  carried  on 
by  such  laboratories  as  those  of 
the  General  Electric  Co.,  and  by 
various  engineering  channels  asso- 
ciated with  equipment  manufactur- 
ers. Technicians  of  G-E  have  made 
long  and  important  strides  in  har- 
nessing the  relationship  between 
fluorescent  materials  and  "black 
light,"  as  was  evidenced  by  the 
demonstration  given  this  week  by 
C.  M.  Cutler  in  the  company's  New 
York  headquarters,  and  which  was 
attended  by  many  metropolitan  the- 
atermen,  architects,  and  equipment 
executives. 

WHILE  research  advances  have 
been  satisfactory  and  rapid 
to  date,  the  problem  of  controlling 
"black  light"  to  achieve  the  most 
practical  effects  is  still  under  sur- 
veillance, but,  obviously,  the  time 
has  arrived  for  theatermen  to  hitch 
their  wagons  to  the  "black  light" 
star,  for  effects  can  now  be 
achieved  for  both  new  houses  and 
those  for  which  remodelling  plans 
are  being  drawn, — effects  which 
mean  the  injection  of  new  show- 
manship elements  into  virtually 
every  portion  of  the  house.  Nor  are 
these  elements  merely  on  the  side 
of  novelty.  They  are  decidedly  prac- 
tical, and,  beyond  that,  mean  the 
awakening  of  new  interest  on  the 
part  of  patrons. 

In  the  fore  rank  of  equipment 
employing    fluorescent   material    to 
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be  used  under  "black  light"  activa- 
tion is  the  recently  introduced  Flou- 
rescent  Carpet  manufactured  by 
Alexander  Smith  &  Sons.  This  ma- 
terial, designed  in  patterns  of  strik- 
ing beauty,  is  woven  from  fine  wools 
which  are  treated  for  light-emitting 
fluorescence.  When  installed  in  the 
theater  and  "bathed"  with  the 
"near"  ultra-violet  rays  emanating 
from  "black  light"  units  installed  on 
lofty  areas  overhead,  these  carpets 
not  only  glow  in  subdued  but  strik- 
ing fashion  which  is  not  only  fasci- 
nating to  theater  patrons  but  pro- 
vide them  with  luxurious  surfaces 
on  which  to  walk, — and  walk  with 
added  safety,  because  of  the  lumi- 
nosity. 

*       *       * 

VARIOUS  manufacturers  are  cur- 
rently marketing  decorative 
fabrics  especially  for  use  under 
"black  light,"  and  it  is  certain  that 
in  this,  and  ensuing  years,  a  great 
number  of  theaters,  operated  by 
genuine  showmen  whose  eyes  are 
always  alert  to  capturing  and  pleas- 
ing the  maximum  number  of  patrons, 
will  widely  employ  "black  light" 
activating  media. 

Further,  manufacturers  of  plastics 
are  keeping  pace  with  "black  light" 
developments,  as  are  companies  in 
a  position  to  supply  decorative  ob- 
jects for  niches  which  architects 
may  design  in  various  portions  of  the 
film  theater.  Such  objects  have  ex- 
ceptional eye-allure  plus  appeal, 
and  are  certain  to  come  into  wide 
use. 


INLAID  DESIGNS  MARK 
LOKWEAVE  CARPETING 


Augusta,  Ga. — Recently  completed 
Miller  Theater  here,  which  is  one  of 
the  leading  film  houses  in  the  South 
from  the  standpoint  of  luxury  and 
modernity,  has  been  completely  car- 
peted with  Lokweave  Broadloom, 
made  by  the  Bigelow  Weavers.  To 
carry  out  the  decorative  scheme  of 
the  entire  theater,  an  intricate  pat- 
tern was  designed  for  the  floorcover- 
ing,  the  predominating  colors  being 
wine,  beige,  rust  and  blue. 

The  unique  designs  are  not  woven, 
they  are  inlaid,  a  procedure  made 
possible  by  the  special  construction 
of  Lokweave  carpeting  which  makes 
such  designs,  however  intricate,  easy 
to  achieve.  A  further  advantage  of 
Lokweave  is  that  there  are  no  ob- 
jectionable seams  to  mar  its  beauty, 
as  its  construction  permits  the 
pieces  to  be  sealed  into  place.  There- 
fore, any  number  of  different  size 
pieces  and  colors  may  be  combined 
to  create  an  individual  pattern. 

Installation  in  the  Miller  Theater 
was  made  by  Clover  Linoleum  & 
Carpet  Co.  of  Atlanta. 


Form  New  Lighting  Cos. 

In  Chicago  and  Detroit 

Chicago — Abelson  Bros,  and  K.  K. 
Offenberg  have  organized  the  Mod- 
ern Light  &  Equipment  Co.  with 
offices  at  1122  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  to 
deal  in  theater  lighting  and  bulb 
equipment. 


Detroit  —  Leonard  Schechter  has 
established  headquarters  for  Natural 
Lighting  Co.  at  3084  E.  Grand  Blvd., 
and  is  handling  theatrical  and  other 
fluorescent  lighting  installations. 


Organize  Insulate  Corp. 

Chicago — H.  C.  Plie,  Guy  A.  Boere- 
ma  and  John  M.  Hurst  have  organ- 
ized the  Insulate  Corp.  with  offices 
at  135  S.  LaSalle  St. 


the  Motion  Picture  Industry  with 
STILLS,  SLIDES,  AD  PHOTOS  AND  COPIES 
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Samuel  Stern,  Pres. 
443-445  West  41st  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  BR.  9-0690 


More  Conn.  Theaters 
Add  Candy  Machines 

New  Haven — Candy  machines  in  thea- 
ter lobbies  have  recently  been  installed 
in  the  following  additional  houses  in 
the  district:  Park  City  and  Colonial, 
Bridgeport;  Stratford,  Rialto,  New  Brit- 
ain; Cheshire,  Glastonbury  and  Capitol, 
Milford. 


Room  Air  Conditioning 

Units  Announced  by  GE 

General  Electric  Co.  has  just  an- 
nounced three  new  room  air  condi- 
tioning units,  with  marked  emphasis 
on  modern  styling,  more  cooling  per 
kilowatt-hour  of  input,  and  substan- 
tial reductions  in  physical  size. 

These  units  comprise  one  window- 
type  and  two  consoles.  They  take 
up  approximately  36  per  cent  less 
room  than  previous  units  of  compar- 
able rating,  and  produce  up  to  16 
per  cent  more  cooling  effect  per 
unit  of  electricity  used. 

The  new  trio  of  room  coolers  meet 
past  criticisms  of  interior  designers 
in  that  they  are  styled  in  simple, 
modern  lines,  with  exteriors  of  fin- 
ished walnut  and  antique  leather 
over  steel  backing. 


68%  OF  GHI.  HOUSES 
ARE  AIR  CONDITIONED 


Chicago — K.  C.  Porter,  manager  of 
the  air  conditioning  department  of 
the  Commonwealth  Edison  Co.,  states 
here  that  more  than  68  per  cent  of 
Chicago's  310  theaters  are  air  condi- 
tioned, which  is,  he  claims,  the  high- 
est ratio  of  any  large  city  in  the 
U.  S. 

Leadership,  he  says,  is  due  in  a 
large  degree  to  the  foresight  of 
B  &  K  circuit  executives  who  pion- 
eered in  the  extensive  work  of  air 
conditioning  film  houses  in  the  early 
days  when  the  science  of  cooling  the- 
ater interiors  was  in  pioneer  stages. 

Among  recent  orders  placed,  Por- 
ter declares,  is  a  Carrier  32-ton  job 
with  40  h.p.  for  the  Ark  Theater  of 
the  Gollos  Circuit,  and  a  32-ton 
Vilter  job  for  the  Crest  Theater  on 
Lincoln  Ave. 

Porter  says  the  outlook  for  the 
Chicago  area  is  the  brightest  in 
some  years,  both  from  the  stand- 
point of  unit  installations  and  public 
attendance  at  film  houses  during  the 
warm  months. 


"TOO  MANY  HUSBANDS" 

Too  many  husbands  and  too  many  carpet  worries  are 
both  bad  news.  But  Alexander  Smith  makes  the  kind 
of  carpet  you  don't  have  to  worry  about.  That's 
why  you  find  Alexander  Smith  carpet  in  most  of  the 
country's  successful  theaters. 

ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPET 
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